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Billboard battles over, waiting for ink to dry on settlements
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

‘Tis the
   Season

Malcolm Harmon, grandson of San Marco 
residents Floyd and Karen McCombs, struggles 
to keep his father’s sunglasses on after the 
family decorated the Lions Fountain for the 
holidays. For more seasonal inspiration, see our 
special Holiday Guide section.

see Billboard page 11
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Four years and millions of dollars 
later, lawsuits may soon be settled and 
the Battle of the Billboards may come 
to closure. If City Council passes two 
bills and two others are withdrawn, the 
advocates for a billboard-free Jacksonville 
will be satisfied, if not totally happy.

“It’s a compromise,” said Alicia Grant, 
Scenic Jacksonville board member. Grant, 
along with William Brinton, Tracey 
Arpen, Susan Caven, president of Scenic  
Jacksonville’s board, and others have 
been united their efforts to reduce the 
number of billboards proliferating across 
Jacksonville despite City Charter Article 
23 that was designed in 1987 to ban new 
off-site billboards. “We are happy because 
it protects the Charter.”

Brinton, a shareholder with Rogers 
Towers and a Florida Super Lawyer in 
environmental litigation, explained that 
settlement agreements were negotiated 

separately between Scenic Jacksonville, 
the City of Jacksonville, Clear Channel 
Outdoor and CBS Outdoor, now known 
as OutFront Media. There are slight 

variations in the two agreements, but 
each billboard defendant was given an 
opportunity to review and then opt in to 
the variations of the other.

“Although there is some tweaking 
going on, the agreements are all but 
signed,” said Grant. “Because they 
were negotiated in confidence, neither 
company knew what the other was asking 
for or getting.”

Ordinances 2014-716 (Clear Channel 
Outdoor) and 2014-717 (CBS Outdoor) 
will move those individual settlement 
agreements through City Council. 
Bills 2013-493 and 2014-562 will be 
withdrawn since the settlements will 
trump the issues in these older bills. City 
Council was expected to vote on the bills 
on Nov. 25.

“Clear Channel Outdoor is pleased 
that the agreement establishes consistent 
regulations for the sign industry and 
properly allows billboards in high traffic, 
non-residential areas,” said Brent Bolick, 
Division President, Clear Channel 
Outdoor. “It also recognizes that 
billboards play a vital role promoting 

William Brinton stands before a CBS Outdoor billboard (City Sign No. 1618) at 2400 Gerard Avenue. Visible from 
I-95, the sign stands on property right next to a City-owned community park and is the backyard view of half a 
dozen homeowners on that road.

BK Crusaders win volleyball championship
The state trophy was theirs for the 

taking. It was a sweet moment for 
Bishop Kenny Volleyball Head Coach 
Suzanne Winkler when the varsity team 
bested Merritt Island in the FHSAA Class 
5A championship last month. The team 
included eight seniors, five juniors and 
one sophomore; team captain is Nadine 
Williams.

The Crusader’s 26-1 record (losing 
only to Oviedo High School) in regular 
season matches took them to the Florida 
High School Athletic Association  district 
tournament, where they beat Paxon 
and Stanton, then on to the regional 
tournaments in late October/early 
November. The Crusaders last made it to 
State Finals in 2006.

Social 
register
page 16

Kneeling: Suzi Airheart, Molly Burkhardt, Emily Hudson, Ila Elstein, Amanda Marr, Nicole Najem, Brenna 
Edwards, Chelsea Forbes; standing: Coach Matt Heffner, Rose Waggoner, Denvyr Tyler-Palmer, Coach Brad 
Winkler, Natalie Chebi, Erin Hudson, Sophia Ligouri, Kaki Freel, Nadine Williams, Rachel Rukab, Coach 
Brittany Eppley, Head Coach Suzanne Winkler, Coach Eleonor Damasco, Coach Orlando Berrios

Downtown 
development 

creeping along
It’s been two years since 

the Laura Street Trio and 
the Barnett Bank building 
were purchased by a local 
developer. Where’s the 
progress and what’s the hold 
up?  DIA needs to give stamp 
of approval.
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Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

I love Christmas because I love the 
Holiday Spirit that fills our homes 
and our hearts. The magic of the 
season delights my spirit and gives 
me hope that our world will stop, 
take a few breaths and recognize 
how people get along when we 
have hearts full of giving. 

Thank you for all the memories we 
made this year, thank you for your trust 
in me as a business woman and thank you 
for allowing me to share your lives. I am 
not just a Realtor, I am a neighbor who 
wants you to be happy in your home.

Remember those less fortunate, 
remember your loved ones and 

remember that this time of the 
year is about family and friends, not 
shopping—but hey, if you want to 
buy a new home...why not try me? 
I love my job because of you. 

—Anne Rain

Happy Holidays from My Home to Yours

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

We rent golf cars for 
special occasions,

weddings and more...

If you find yourself humming along to The Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year – and believing it – you are 
probably in one of two camps: those who successfully 
embrace the season’s commercial aspects without forgetting 
the real reason, or those who don’t let Christmas be ruined 
by stress, no matter what doesn’t get done or go according 
to plan. 

For many, Christmas can be full of stress brought on by 
the expectations that this year things will be different. Surely 
I will find the time to…

…buy the perfect gift for every member in the family, 
from mother to grandchildren and great-nieces and nephews 
and everyone in-between.

…decorate more elaborately instead of throwing up a 
tabletop tree. 

…bake delicious cookies and candies to give to friends and 
family.

…send my Christmas cards and annual letter out before 
Christmas.

Yes, there are many “oughttas” this time of year, so many 
that I’m in danger of forgetting that it’s called Christmas for 
a reason.

For me and my husband, the Christmas season begins when 
we kick it off with tickets to the annual Handel’s Messiah 
concert. This year we’re lucky because our tradition will occur 
early in the month and we can hum the Hallelujah Chorus all 
month long. Some years, when the performance is closer to 
Christmas, it’s been our anniversary date night. 

Traditions trump all else this month, whether you 
celebrate Christmas, Chanukah, or something else. Try not 
to wear yourself to a frazzle in your attempts to dazzle. 
Friends and family will soon forget the fancy wrappings but 
they will always remember the time you spent with them.

No matter whether you hum a Christmas carol or put 
on your Grinch suit, I wish you, dear reader, a very Merry 
Christmas. 

 Kate A. Hallock
 Editor 

Editor’s
Christmas is…

Last month’s cold snap left homeless shelters caught 
without enough blankets. When temperatures dip below 
40 degrees, Sulzbacher Center opens its doors to allow 
the homeless to sleep in the dining room and library. To 
accommodate the influx this winter, the Center needs 
more blankets and comforters. Consider donating a little 
extra warmth so that those less fortunate don’t experience 
hypothermia. To schedule a drop-off of blankets and 
comforters, call (904) 394-8084.

Urgent Request from Sulzbacher
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Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of  Jacksonville

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

A Top producer in The AvondAle office

Thank you
to all of  my customers for their valued 
business. From my family to yours - it has 
been my pleasure serving you in 2014, 
and to continue to do so in the upcoming year.

Wishing you a 
  happy, healthy 
 holiday season.
Let me help you find the home of  

your dreams for the holidays!

Custom  Building - Remodeling
Celebrating 52 Years 

as Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom 

Builder & Remodeler CBC026189

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!

Laura Street Trio preparing for facelift
City, developer playing a waiting game
By Nancy Lee Bethea
Resident Community News

The Bisbee Bank Building, the 
Marble Bank Building and the Florida 
Life Building – the Laura Street Trio in 
downtown Jacksonville – share a rich 
history and, if current plans come to 
fruition, a bright future. 

Located on the corners of Laura 
Street and Forsyth Street, the buildings, 
along with the Barnett Bank building, 
were purchased in April 2013, by 
SouthEast Group, a development 
company headed by Stephen Atkins. 
Though the timeline for repurposing 
the buildings has changed, the goal of 
using the buildings to lead revitalization 
efforts in downtown Jacksonville has 
not.

The Developer
Stephen Atkins, Principal and 

Managing Director of SouthEast 
Group, believes performing a facelift 

on the Laura Street Trio will yield 
positive change. “It’s a catalytic project 
for Downtown,” Atkins said. “It 
will change the face of Downtown’s 
business district.”

Financing is in place to begin 
refurbishing the buildings and 
preparing them for tenants, Atkins said. 
At this point, he is waiting only for 
the City of Jacksonville’s Downtown 
Investment Authority (DIA) to approve 
the development plan. After DIA gives 
the thumbs-up, the plan will go before 
Jacksonville’s City Council for final 
approval. 

The City
The DIA, created to enhance 

revitalization in Jacksonville’s urban 
core, is headed by a nine-member 
volunteer board of directors. San Marco 
resident Oliver Barakat is Chairman 
of the Board for DIA. Though unable 
to comment on a specific timeline 
for the Laura Street Trio project, he 
said negotiations would hopefully be 
finalized by the end of 2014.

“Laura Street Trio is a catalytic 
project for Jacksonville,” Barakat said, 
echoing Atkins. “It will officially put us 
in revitalization mode.”

Potential Tenants
Several potential tenants are lined 

up to occupy the buildings including 
a Courtyard by Marriott Hotel, a 
neighborhood bodega grocery store 
and a branch office of CenterState 
Bank, according to Atkins. 

Gil Pomar, North Florida Regional 
President for CenterState Bank, 
confirmed his bank has signed a letter 
of intent to occupy a 2,700-square 
foot space within the Laura Street Trio 
cater-corner to the old Barnett Jewelers 
location. 

“We’re hopeful they’ll get the money 
together, and we’ll be there,” Pomar 
said. “Laura Street Trio is in one of the 
best locations Downtown. It will be 
great for the City if [the revitalization 
of the area] does happen,” he added.

It’s a catalytic project for Downtown. 

It will change the face of Downtown’s business district. 

–Stephen Atkins, Principal and 
Managing Director, SouthEast Group

”
“

Let’s Go Your Personal Concierge

Courtney E. Hardage(904) 383-4669 • letsgo.383.4669@gmail.com

Services Included But Not Limited To:
Grocery Shopping • Trips to the Mall • Post Office • Outing/Day Trips • Doctors Office

4358 Timuquana Road
Servicing all of Jacksonville
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We Believe In You.

Equal Housing Lender CenterStateBank.com

Jacksonville’s new center for business banking 
CenterState Bank is now in Jacksonville, with a new and better approach to business 
banking. We specialize in commercial and small business lending, offering high-tech 
treasury management services with our high touch personalized service. We are excited 
about earning your business and we’ll make your success the center of our focus and attention. 

Jessica Calinao
Banking Center Manager

Southpoint Branch

Ortega Branch 
2922 Corinthian Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 301-2250

King Street Branch 
1234 King Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204
(904) 301-2144
Trust Services (904) 301-2222

Southpoint Branch
7077 Bonneval Road
Jacksonville, FL 32216
(904) 345-4802
Commercial Banking (904) 301-2077
Residential Mortgage (904) 345-4808

In Memoriam
Myrtice Harris Craig – October 11, 1942 - September 26, 2014

Myrtice Craig was an important 
light in Jacksonville, a woman who 
loved the city, its historic districts 
and neighborhood preservation. She 
championed Downtown revitalization 
for 25 years. Craig, with a vibrant 
spirit and open-hearted laugh, was 
an advocate for women’s rights, 
a passionate patron of the arts, a 
devoted wife, mother of two with 
two beloved grandchildren she doted 
upon.

She shared the last 20 years with 
her husband and partner in all 
things, Robert C. Broward, one of 
Florida’s most famous, respected 
living architects. They designed and 
built their beautiful Empire Point (St. 
Nicholas) home, where they loved 
to share fruit from their yard with 
friends and neighbors. It was typical 
for Craig to arrive at the door with a 
home-cooked meal for anyone ill or 
bereaved.

A 1950s Lee High School graduate, 
Craig’s classmates say she stayed the 
same smart, happy girl they knew 
in high school, until the end of her 
life. She was a University of Florida 
graduate, successful licensed realtor, 
board member of The Florida Trust 
for Historic Preservation, with many 
professional awards. She renovated 
six properties and was considered 

a restoration and income property 
investment expert.

 Linda Sherrer, CEO/President 
of Berkshire Hathaway and Sheron 
Willson, Berkshire’s Avondale/San 
Marco Broker Manager worked with 
Craig 13 years. They called her a vital 
part of the company and their lives, 
greatly missed, someone who kept 
touch even after cutting back to care 
for Bob. She had a shining attitude, 
smiles and hugs for everyone and 
delighted in introducing newcomers 
to her all-out tour of Jacksonville. 
She shared her time and knowledge 
generously.

 According to her son Mark Craig, 
a professional photographer and 
teacher, the family had hoped to 
spend another Christmas together. 
Mark said his mother touched 
countless lives and despite her own 
illness, spent the last decade caring for 
those she loved, nursed her brother 
Tyre Harris through liver transplant 
and tenderly cared for Bob. 

Myrtice was fearless. Mark 
remembers years ago how she 
packed him and his sister Daphne in 
their wood-paneled station wagon 
and drove to Tallahassee to march 
together in an ERA rally. He remains 
thankful that her strength, despite 
cancer, helped her to share every last 
moment with her family. 

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News
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MLS #698127

5 Bed/7.5 Bath • 4400 Sq Ft • Dock w/Boat Lift

Offered at $1,795,000

5015 River Point Road

Phone: 904-738-6446

JosephPoletto@yahoo.com

Joseph Poletto, Realtor

Wolfson unveils new media center, technological breakthroughs
Children in isolation have renewed visitation, connectivity
By Seth Williams
Resident Community News

Wolfson Children’s Hospital is out 
in front when it comes to investments 
in the hospital experience, especially 
for area children. Not only do they 
serve the children, but a breakthrough 
has been funded for parents and other 
visitors to connect with patients. A 
partnership between Walmart/Sam’s 
Club and the Children’s Miracle 
Network has helped the hospital build 
a new, technologically advanced media 
center.

The newly minted, state-of-the-art 
facilities on the hospital campus are a 
key component for providing parents, 
grandparents and other visitors a 
place to escape the challenges of the 
hospital. In addition to providing 
a getaway and entertainment, the 
connectivity via KUBI – a hands-free, 
remote-controlled videoconferencing 
tool – is a game changer. 

While children have always had 
amenities in their rooms, on the 
floors and on the campus, there was 
a lack for the parents that’s been 
fulfilled as well. “For parents there 
are lots of very long hours that 
happen here. And, in those cases 
where they get a rare break, it’s more 
like, ‘Where do I go? What do I do? 
How do I escape?’” shared Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital President 
Michael Aubin.

For parents, the visits were usually 
accompanied by siblings and relatives 
in tow. Often the visits were cut short 
or nonexistent, as many had to miss 
the interaction with the most sensitive 
patients. “The children’s hospital has 

about 50 percent of all of our 
kids in some form of isolation 
because of infectious diseases 
or because of what their illness 
is or immune-compromised 
situations, so it really limits 
the number of visitors they 
can have,” said Aubin. 
Now, with the technology 
and groundbreaking iPad 
interactions with the most 
sensitive cases, they can interact 
without compromising either 
patient or visitor.

“Every child deserves a 
chance to live better, and 
that’s why we’ve supported 
the Children’s Miracle 
Network for over 25-years,” 
said Market Manager Michael 
Brown of Walmart. More 
than just raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, Walmart 
employees also volunteer 
countless hours through 
Children’s Miracle Network. 
“It’s through the generosity of 
our associates, our customers and 
our members that allow us to help 
children right here in the Jacksonville 
area,” shared Brown.

Over $750 million has been raised 
by the company since 1987 for 
various programs. Over the last three 
years $750,000 has been contributed 
to Wolfson Children’s Hospital; the 
donation from their work and the 
generosity of Walmart customers 
is the reason that this media center 
has been made possible. As of 
the opening, $266,000 has been 
raised thus far in 2014; the goal is 
$300,000.

“We are so fortunate to be 
partnered with such an elite hospital 
like Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
At Children’s Miracle Network we 
believe that every dollar we raise 
should stay local,” said Kerri Clark, 
director of Children’s Miracle 
Network (CMN) Hospitals.

The center will not only 
incorporate the technological 
advances, but the PCs are now loaded 
with Pandora Music Channels, 
DVD players and movies at no cost, 
KidsHealth.org children’s health 
libraries for parents and caregivers, as 
well as iBooks for children and adults. 
The opening took place Nov. 6 on 
the hospital campus.

Jenny Tillett and her son 
Hayden explore the new 

computers 

Cutting the Ribbon were Kerri Clark, director of Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) 
Hopitals, Holly and Charles Breen, Wolfson Children’s Hospital President Michael 
Aubin and Walmart Market Manager Michael Brown

Walmart Market 
Manager Michael 
Brown, Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital 
President Michael 
Aubin and Kerri Clark, 
director of Children’s 
Miracle Network 
(CMN) Hopitals 
presented the check

Walmart 
Staff 

Member 
Tanya Turpin 

speaks to 
a patient in 
isolation via 

an iPad
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New hospital garments safer, comfortable, private
Baptist Health’s first in nation to roll out Vestex for patients
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

While much of the country’s medical centers 
scramble to put measures in place to grapple 
with and contain highly infectious diseases 
– such as the Ebola virus – Baptist Health 
started taking steps to ensure both patient and 
staff safety about three years ago when they 
began exploring the Vestex® technology being 
developed by Orlando-based Vestagen.

In July Baptist Health distributed specialized 
staff garments that made it the first health 
system in the world to widely adopt textile 
technology that repel fluids and minimize the 
risk of transmission of organisms.

“This is an ongoing commitment that our 
organization has made to the community, and 
to those who are part of our team, to provide 
protection [against infectious diseases],” said 
Michael Mayo, president of Baptist Medical 
Center. “We rolled it out to our staff several 
months ago and now we’re taking that next 
step to provide this for our patients as well.”

In mid-October Baptist began a phased 
roll-out of the technology-enhanced, modified 
gowns and shirt and sports-style shorts to its 
inpatients across its medical centers, finishing up 
with Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville early 
last month. Wolfson Children’s Hospital patients 
will begin using the Vestex apparel in January.

Baptist Health was the first medical center 
in the United States to adopt this technology. 
According to Diane Raines, senior vice 
president and chief nursing officer, there are a 
few other hospitals considering it, primarily for 
emergency rooms. 

“It’s a pretty significant investment to do it 
for everyone,” said Raines, a San Marco resident. 
“You want to channel your resources toward 
infection prevention, which is our top priority.”

The patient garments feature a fluid 
barrier bonded to individual fibers, resulting 

in material that is highly repellent to bodily 
fluids, water, oil and dirt. High repellency 
has been shown to synergize with embedded 
antimicrobial technology to prevent organisms 
from being acquired and retained on the fabric. 
Soft surfaces, like patient gowns, are vectors for 
the spread of organisms in acute care settings.

“What we know from the studies that 
were done [on Vestex] is that the amount 
of organisms on the garments changes 
dramatically,” Raines noted. “We have our own 
study going on for our patients in ICUs. We 
took measurements on the regular gowns and 
once everyone is converted we’ll go back in and 
measure again.”

She explained that all of the measures 
taken by Baptist Health to prevent infection 

contributes to the reduction of infection, so it 
may be challenging to say “and because of this, 
this happened…”

“It’s part of the arsenal we put together to 
combat infection and it’s our commitment to 
do as much as we can; this is just one of those 
components,” said Granada resident Mayo.

Designed with input from Baptist team 
members, patients and their families, patient 
shirts, shorts and gowns provide full coverage, 
as well as pockets, for convenient storage of 
personal items such as mobile phones. The 
designs feature full fabric panels on both 
sides that wrap, snaps along the tops of both 
shoulders for quick and easy access, ties at the 
waist and two pockets. 

Westside resident Anthony Roesch is already 

a fan of the patient garments. He was one of 
the first to wear the shirt and sports-style shorts 
while undergoing chemotherapy treatment for 
stomach cancer. During his first two treatments 
he wore the traditional “open-in-the-back” 
gown, but when he went in for his third 
treatment last month he was given a set of the 
new Vestex garments.

“The snap at the top in the back is 
easier than the string; a lot of people can’t 
tie the string without seeing it,” he said, 
demonstrating. “It’s got pockets and you 
can put your stuff in there. This is a lot more 
comfortable than having your backside hang 
out. It makes me feel like they care.”

A small percentage of people may experience 
an adverse skin reaction to the dye in the 
fabric, but Baptist will continue to make the 
traditional gown available for those who do. 

“Out of over 5,000 staff members, we’ve 
had about 50 that have had some sort of skin 
reaction,” said Raines. “To screen our patients, 
we ask if they have auto-immune diseases or 
any type of skin reaction normally, and if they 
do, put them into the traditional gowns.” 

She thought that the one percent of the staff 
who had reactions to the dyes may not have 
laundered the uniforms adequately prior to 
wearing them for the first time, but the patient 
garments are commercially laundered several 
times before distributing them to the patients.

If adopted on a large scale by hospitals and 
health systems nationwide, garments with 
Vestex technology could help significantly 
reduce the spread of infection and incidence of 
hospital-acquired infections such as antibiotic-
resistant Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA). The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reports about one 
in 25 hospital patients has at least one health 
care-associated infection. Hospital-acquired 
infections result in up to $4.5 billion in 
additional health care expenses annually.

Diane Raines, senior vice president and chief 
nursing officer, Nancy Simon, vice president 
of patient care services, Michael Mayo, 
president of Baptist Medical Center

Patient Anthony 
Roesch models the 

new Vestex shirt and 
sports-style shorts

at The Florida Theatre

23rd Annual Production

facebook.com/jaxnutcrackerwww.jaxnutcracker.org
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Kitchen on San Marco to open spring 2015
Kitchen on San Marco, 1402 San 

Marco Blvd., plans to open its doors early 
spring 2015 and will operate for lunch 
and dinner as well as Sunday brunch. 

Kitchen on San Marco expects 
approximately $600,000 will be spent on 
the 4,533 sq.-ft., full-service restaurant 
that will feature dining, private dining 
and booths as well as a bar. The dining 
areas should seat 125 to 130 patrons, and 
the bar will add another 15 seats. 

 The restaurant’s menu will consist of 
a wide variety of fresh, contemporary 
American food, which guests can enjoy 
in small plates or bowls or as larger 
traditional entrées. When possible, 
locally sourced ingredients will be used 
to provide patrons with the fresh, bright 
flavors of the region while providing the 
healthiest, highest-quality foods at an 
affordable price. An extensive selection of 
fine wines will also be offered. 

 “I could not be more thrilled about 
the grand opening of our new restaurant, 
Kitchen on San Marco,” says Randy 
Mueller, group president of Education 
Corporation of America, parent company 
of Virginia College in Jacksonville, which 
owns and operates Kitchen on San 
Marco. “We hope to offer the residents 
of Jacksonville a new place to enjoy meals 
featuring fresh and local food, a wide 
variety of beer and cocktails as well as a 

warm and welcoming atmosphere.” 
A grand opening event will be planned 

and scheduled closer to the opening date.
 Kitchen on San Marco supports 

Culinard, the Culinary Institute of Virginia 
College in Jacksonville, where a staff of 
professional chefs provide a learning lab 
and teaching establishment for culinary and 
pastry arts students. This allows students to 
gain real-world experience while working as 
externs at Kitchen on San Marco.

JTA breaks ground with first portion of BRT
Working from the inside out, the first phase of the Jacksonville Transportation 

Authority’s First Coast Flyer Bus Rapid Transit system began with a 
groundbreaking Downtown last month with local and federal officials.

This portion of the project is 5.87 miles and consists of 12 enhanced Downtown 
stations and will provide peak hour busways on Broad, Jefferson, Bay and Forsyth 
streets, a queue jump on Forsyth Street and streetscaping to Downtown standards. 
The cost of the first segment of the Downtown phase is $7.2 million; final design 
has been completed and the project has been awarded to Superior Construction.  

This portion is the beginning of a 55-mile Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system with 
five distinct projects: the Downtown project, which will connect four corridors and 
be followed by the North, Southeast, East and Southwest corridors. The North 
Corridor is expected to begin in December of 2015.  

The First Coast Flyer BRT service will operate in both mixed-use traffic and 
dedicated bus lanes during peak hours. Transit Signal Priority and queue jumps at 
select locations will provide more efficient movement of buses on the corridors. 
The project funds the acquisition of low-floor Compressed Natural Gas buses, 
which will be quieter and more fuel efficient. Branded BRT stations will include 
real-time passenger information and ticket vending machines at the hubs. The 
proposed service will operate with 10-minute headways during weekday peak 
periods; 15-minute headways during weekday off-peak periods; and 30-minute 
headways on weekends.

Total project cost is $132.3 million; broken out by corridor: Downtown, $13.4 
million; North, $33.2 million; Southeast, $23.8 million; East, $42.9 million, and 
Southwest, $19 million.

JTA Board Member Kevin Holzendorf, JTA CEO Nathaniel P. Ford Sr., JTA Board Vice Chair Scott McCaleb, JTA 
Board Chair Donna Harper, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx, Mayor Alvin Brown, Federal Transit 
Administration Acting Administrator Therese W. McMillan and JTA Board Member Isaiah Rumlin.



GATED COMMUNITY 5/3+ Executive Pool 
Home, hardwood floors, fireplace, granite,

       kitchen, downstairs master suite. 
$660,000. #731653 Dream Home Team 

904-472-0726

Community 
Santa Party!
Photos with Santa

Saturday, December 6th 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
5443 San Jose Blvd.

HISTORIC SAN MARCO 3/3+ Brick Home, 
hardwood floors, fireplace, heated pool
       & spa, detached garage, walk to 

shops. $685,000. #726908 Nancy Owens 
904-424-2422

WON’T LAST! 4/2 pool home, over 2,000 
sq.ft, hardwood floors, formal living room, 
      family room w/fireplace. $145,000. 
#743439 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

VERY PRIVATE 4/3, gorgeous oak trees, 
over ½ acre, huge gathering room, wood 
burning fireplace. $277,500. #737011 

David Butler & Clair Corbett  
904-521-3288

LAKEFRONT 5/3, Brazilian hardwood 
floors, gourmet granite kitchen, 

formal dining, 3 car garage. 
$310,000. #732703 Don Raines  

904-421-6955

BOAT DOCK w/LIFT 4/3+ on St. Johns 
River, family room w/fireplace, gourmet
       kitchen, home theater, $950,000. 
#708250 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

WATERFRONT RETREAT 4/4, brick home, 
pool, tennis court, deep water dock, 

boathouse & lift. $1,200,000. #736721 
David Butler & Clair Corbett  

904-521-3288

SAINT AUGUSTINE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY 4/4, spectacular views, tile
       floors, fireplace in great room, chefs island kitchen w/granite countertops, formal 
dining, master suite overlooks the water, home theater w/wet bar, home gym, covered 

swimming   pool, deep water boat dock. $1,399,000 #745758 Steven Light 904-507-1536  

5443 San JoSe Blvd. 
JackSonville, Fl 32207

Your Home Team
Since 1965

BRICK BEAUTY 3/2+, formal living & dining 
room, family room with brick fireplace,

       open patio, fenced yard. $210,000. 
#742950 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

LAKEFRONT HOME, 4/2.5, formal living & 
dining, fireplace, surround sound & 3-car 

tandem garage. $310,000. #715184 
David Butler & Clair Corbett  

904-521-3288

www.RealEstateCareersFlorida.com

Steve Light, VP/Broker 
(904)731-5800 Office

FREE CaREER tRaining 
& CoaChing

HEART OF SAN MARCO 2/1 diamond in 
the rough, oversize bedrooms, enclosed
       back porch, perfect starter home. 

$84,500. #739268 Joseph Poletto  
904-738-6446

FABULOUS POOL HOME 3/2, huge family 
room w/fireplace, formal living & dining  
       room, granite kitchen. $229,000. 
#744971 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

DEERWOOD CONDO 2/2 first floor corner 
unit, kitchen open to living & dining area,
       screened patio, garage. $150,000. 
#740685 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

RIVERSIDE HOME 4/2+ on deep lot, built 
in 2013 with historic look, open floor 
plan,  covered front porch. $330,000. 
#743820 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

PARK-LIKE SETTING 4/2, spacious living 
area, new roof, gas appliances, big 

patio deck, double carport. $215,000. 
#737397 David Butler & Clair Corbett 

904-521-3288

GATED COMMUNITY 3/2, brick home, 
on cul-de-sac, fireplace in family room, 

beautiful landscape w/fruit trees. 
$250,000. #734131 David Butler & Clair 

Corbett 904-521-3288

BEAUTIFUL LAKEFRONT 4/3+, Mandarin 
area, tile floors, fireplace, screened lanai,
       downstairs master suite, shade trees. 

$579,000. #742094 Transition Team 
904-535-8686

NEAR THE BOLLES SCHOOL 4/3, large 
family room, wood burning fireplace, large

       master suite, Jacuzzi style bath & 
more. $435,000. #743125 Charles Anno 

904-993-7487

LAKEFRONT HOME 3/2, new metal roof, 
existing home warranty, spectacular views

       looking down length of lake. 
$154,900. #743627 Charles Anno  

904-993-7487

HEART OF SAN JOSE 4/3, hardwood floors 
under most of carpet, fireplace in living
       room, master suite has sitting area. 

$259,900. #742360 Charles Anno  
904-993-7487

RIVER VIEWS, 2/2 Condo, hardwood 
floors, sitting area in Master bedroom, 

2 balconies catch river breezes. 
$179,000. #739773 The Transition Team 

904-535-8686

Merry Christmas  
to all and a very  

Happy New Year!
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Raising up urban planners for the future
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Even as Jacksonville’s blighted 
Brooklyn neighborhood is beginning 
to emerge as the newest reclamation 
in urban infill and even as the JEA’s 
brownfield on the Southbank is piquing 
interest among local developers, students 
at The Episcopal School of Jacksonville 
are learning a little bit of what it takes 
to create a “built environment” – and 
perhaps become future urban planners 
and developers.

Last month, 55 students took part in 
an UrbanPlan program – a classroom 
simulation exercise to expose high 
school students to the fields of Urban 
Planning and redevelopment. 

UrbanPlan was created for high 
school and college students by the 
Urban Land Institute and is supported 
by trained volunteers. Students work 
in development teams to analyze and 
respond to a hypothetical RFP “Request 
for Proposal” for the redevelopment of a 
specific urban area.

Bert Brown, of San Jose, said “It’s a 
phenomenal opportunity. The learning 
that takes place and the way the students 
are able to understand what goes into 
creating the built environment is very 
rewarding.” Brown is a member of 
Northeast Florida ULI, serving as a vice 
chair for the UrbanPlan project.

Brown noted that this was the 
fifth year that UrbanPlan was held at 
Episcopal. “It helps teach the concepts 
of risk and reward, supply and demand, 
and [the students] understand and 
learn how to be better stakeholders 
in what goes into creating the built 

environment,” he said. 
Over the course of the exercise, five 

volunteers from the different aspects of 
the building and land use community 
– including engineers, attorneys, 
bankers, realtors and others – interact 
with the students as facilitators in the 
classroom, according to Brenda Bush 
Franklin, UrbanPlan Director.  “They 

challenge the students to think more 
critically about the UrbanPlan issues 
and the specific responsibilities of the 
students’ assigned roles as finance 
directors, marketing directors, city 
liaisons, neighborhood liaisons, and site 
planners,” she explained.

The students, primarily seniors, are 
from two economics classes taught 

by Perry Walthour, an Ortega Forest 
resident. He has led the UrbanPlan 
project at Episcopal for the past two 
years.

“I believe that UrbanPlan makes 
our students aware of the various 
development projects that are going on 
now in Jacksonville, and they are able 
to understand all of the components 
involved in creating mixed use 
development,” Walthour noted. “They 
come out of their projects with an 
understanding of the intricate planning 
that goes into projects like Brooklyn.” 

Following the facilitation sessions, 
the development teams use Legos and 
a customized financial model to present 
their redevelopment vision to a fictitious 
city council made up of UrbanPlan 
volunteers. 

Both the classroom experience and the 
presentation provide invaluable lessons 
for the students. “It’s a great way to see 
how the construction process actually 
works and to see what goes into building 
a new urban environment,” said Sydney 
Fletcher of San Marco.

Kaleigh Hyers, also of San Marco, 
noted that UrbanPlan “gives a real-
world example of how to build a city and 
how everything works within a city.”

Even though there was only one 
winning team Brown said that all the 
students will get an opportunity to 
tour Brooklyn Riverside as part of the 
program. 

“I have been impressed by the 
preparation of our students and their 
ability to defend and sell their planning 
decisions to the council in an articulate 
and knowledgeable manner.” Walthour 
concluded.

UrbanPlan gives a real-world 
example of how to build a city and how 

everything works within a city.
                — Kaleigh Hyers”

“
Sydney Fletcher, Kyle McKnight, Kaleigh Hyers



826 Cedar St 826
2/2-1,610 sqft. Stunning waterfront condo located in The Alexandria. 
This condominium has undergone a 2-year total renovation by 
integrating state-of-the-art upgrades into the careful restoration and 
preservation of the historical character of the building and grounds.

1431 Riverplace Units 1605, 1903, and 1909
3 units just closed at The Peninsula! We are THE waterfront condo 
market leaders so if you are thinking about buying or selling call us 
today. The condo market is hot and prices are increasing at a faster 
rate than single family homes and there is very little inventory.

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

The #1 Metropolitan Real Estate Company  
with Offices in San Marco Square  

and The Shoppes of  Avondale

www.SanMarcohomes.com
Call (904) 739-0717

1922 River Rd - $2.250MM
5/4/1-5,074 sqft. Built circa 1927, this lovely riverfront home was one 
of the first built in a new subdivision inspired by Venice, now called 
Historic San Marco. The half-timbered Tudor Revival Style is one of 
Jacksonville’s architectural treasures and has distinctive brickwork.

6915 Woody Vine Dr 
2/2/1-1,576 sqft. Better than new, this 2 Bedroom unit 
looks better than a model. Relax on your screened in porch 
overlooking the lake with a fountain. Two owner suites with a 
loft in between.

9297 Waterglen Ln 
3/2-1,716 sqft. Popular Cypress floor plan in 55+ gated community. 
Spacious open floor plan features split bedrooms, neutral colors 
throughout, recessed lighting & laundry room w/utility sink & storage. Nice 
kitchen boasts corian counters, breakfast bar & separate breakfast nook.

1754 Moro Ave - $300,000
3/2-1,539 sqft. Bungalow beautiful in San Marco. This home is 
move in ready and loaded with charm. Period multi-colored broken 
tile mosaic sunroom, wood floors, and fireplace. Super convenient 
location that’s a short walk to San Marco Square and Bistro Aix.

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Dana Davis
REALTOR®

(904) 534-7690

Laney Smith
REALTOR®

(904) 674-1888

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Mat Glas
REALTOR®

(904) 562-8059

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®

305-331-6518

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®

(904) 540-7672

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 
(904) 708-2423

Cindy Guy
REALTOR®

(904) 813-1263

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®

904-599-3429

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Elizabeth O’Steen & Susan 
Donnell, REALTORS®

(904) 465-1706
(904) 994-6677

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®

904-608-5481

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Claire Autrey
REALTOR®

(904) 742-9309

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®

(904) 704-1576

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

Anna Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 545-7679

1431 Riverplace Blvd 1710 - $550,000
3/2-1,878 sqft. Lowest priced 3 bedroom at The Peninsula! Features 
Include Private Elevator Lobby, 10ft Ceilings, Beautiful Hard Wood 
Floors, Custom Window Shades, Open Gourmet kitchen with Top of 
the Line Appliances, Luxurious Baths Featuring High-End Fixtures.

1431 Riverplace Blvd 3701 - $1.2MM
3/3/1-3,284 sqft. Breathtaking Peninsula Penthouse suite on 
the southwest corner. Incredible floor to ceiling windows with 
stunning views in every room of Jacksonville & St. Johns River. 
Private elevator opens into Foyer. Marble floors throughout.

8567 North Hunters Creek Dr - $419,000
4/3/1-3,413 sqft. Welcome Home to Hampton Glen! Fantastic Open 
Floor Plan with 4 Bedrooms, Sunroom/Office/Playroom plus a Huge 
Bonus Room. Beautiful interior features 2 Story Foyer, Wood Floors, 
Built Ins, Recessed Lighting, Bay Windows, Wood Burning Fireplace.

1431 Riverplace 3306 - $430,000
2/2/Den-1,649 sqft. SOUGHT AFTER PENINSULA B6 EAST FLOOR 
PLAN IS THE ONLY ONE AVAILABLE!! This view will absolutely take your 
breath away!! Rare large B6 floor plans offering a large DEN/BONUS 
ROOM. Italian cherry kitchen cabinets and KitchenAid appliances.

2738 Hendricks Ave - $250,000
3/3-1,717 sqft. Pristine home within walking distance to San 
Marco Square. Updated kitchen with new granite counters, 
stainless steel appliances, tile floors, & fireplace in living rm. Lovely 
tiled sunroom/family room with plantation shutters opens to deck.

SOLD
6330 San Jose Blvd West 
5/3/1-2,949 sqft. Mid century 1950,s architecture captures your 
heart as soon as you walk through the door. NEW hardwood 
floors throughout entry, great room and living room. Vaulted 
high ceiling and transom windows bring in natural lighting. 

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

 in 2014, and wish everyone a

In this season of giving  
we want to thank all of our customers  
that helped us donate over $27,000 to

Happy Holidays
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Searching 
Thoughtfully...

Worship 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

849 Park Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.355.4585
RPCjax.org 

local businesses, assisting non-profits and 
partnering with law enforcement, and the 
agreement ensures the outdoor advertising 
industry will continue to benefit the 
Jacksonville community.”

Back story on billboard bills
Sponsored by District 3 Councilman 

Richard Clark on behalf of Clear Channel, 
Ordinance 2014-493 was proposed in 
an attempt to remove the ban on the 
installation of new billboards. Under 
its negotiated settlement, the company 
will remove 170 billboards and posters 
at more than 85 locations throughout 
Duval County. According to an Aug. 7, 
2014 Planning Commission Staff Report, 
there are 476 billboards in the Building 
Inspection Division database.

 Brinton shared that 1200 to 1400 
billboards have been removed in the past 
two decades, but not without several legal 
battles. There were four lawsuits in the 
1990s that resulted in 12 settlements, yet 
some of those agreements were breached.

A controversial proposal from 
FDG duPont, a Coral Gables-based 
company, to replace and relocate within 
the Downtown Overlay Zone a CBS 

Outdoor sign (commonly known as the 
Ida Boyd Billboard) was first rejected by 
the Downtown Development Review 
Board (DDRB) in 2013. An appeal of that 
decision was rejected by the Downtown 
Investment Authority (DIA) in 2014. A 
resolution (2014-562) currently rests with 
the Land Use and Zoning Committee 
(LUZ) upholding the denials by DDRB 
and DIA. That resolution will also be 
withdrawn and CBS Outdoor will not 
pursue putting up the billboard.

A digital billboard that was placed – 
against regulations – by CBS Outdoor at 
2700 Atlantic Blvd. in February 2012 will 
“go dark,” according to Grant, within six 
months of the approval of 2014-717. The 
billboard will revert back to a static billboard 
and perhaps, eventually, be relocated away 
from that site in St. Nicholas.

Ironically, Citizens for a Scenic Florida 
owns property upon which three billboards 
rest. That property, next to City-owned 
Palmetto Leaves Regional Park, originally 
belonged to the Trust for Public Land, 
which tried to give it to the City about 10 
years ago. The City would not accept the 
property because it had billboards on it. 
The property was transferred to Citizens 
for a Scenic Florida with the understanding 
that they would have the CBS Outdoor 
billboards removed. 

Grant, who is treasurer for Citizens for 

a Scenic Florida, said the billboards are 
there illegally and there is no lease. “With 
everything else going on, we have not 
fought it, but we are now negotiating to get 
those taken down,” said Grant. “The hope 
is once we get those billboards removed we 
can transfer that property to the City.”

Brinton’s wish is to use that narrow strip 
of land next to the City ballpark to erect 
a landscape memorial to an attorney he 
knew who was on United Airlines Flight 
93 when it crashed in Shanksville, PA on 
Sept. 11, 2001.

Watch doggers
What’s next for billboard opponents 

now that four years of legal battles and 
more than 10,000 hours of Brinton’s life – 
plus many more from Grant and the other 
advocates – are nearly over? 

Scenic Jacksonville will continue to 

serve as unofficial watchdog to protect the 
beauty of the City of Jacksonville, for one.  

“The settlement agreements will lead 
to more than 25 roadways becoming 
billboard-free over the next 15 years,” said 
Brinton. “Most of us know that beauty is 
good for business, and that our City will 
benefit from collective efforts to enhance 
our neighborhoods. We should redouble 
our efforts to protect our City from visual 
pollution, water pollution, air pollution, 
noise pollution, or any other degradation 
of our natural or built environment.”

Grant noted that the City would not 
agree to create any kind of mechanism, 
online or otherwise, so that the group 
could monitor the progress. “We will 
create our own database; we’ll just do 
a schedule and make sure these things 
happen when they are supposed to 
happen,” she concluded.

Continued from P. 1 

Billboard

Mold & Mildew? Damp Musty Odors? Water Seepage?  
Bugs, Critters & More Bugs? Unhealthy Living Conditions?

Call For Free InspeCtIon

904-982-9204
Help protect the investment you have in your home with CleanSpace – 

finally an effective, affordable solution for your dirt crawl space.

What lurks under your home?

for a Healthy...Clean...Dry...Environment, for you & your family!

4440 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207

www.toscanajax.com           toscanalittleitaly 
904.900.1059

• Serving Lunch 
& Dinner • Full Bar

Mon - Thurs 11am-9pm • Fri 11am-10pm • Sat 4pm-10pm
Closed Sunday. Reservations & Private parties only

Family Owned & Operated
Little Italy

Buy 10 @ $50

Happy 
Hour

Monday through SaturdayFREE

Gift Card 
Special

4-7 p.m. 

• $3.00 House Wine  
by the Glass

• $2 Domestic Drafts

Get 1 
$50 card
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904-570-3000
Odysseytravel.com

Odyssey Travel  
has moved its Jacksonville office to

1930 San Marco Boulevard,  
Suite 204

Specialists in the Art of Travel

We have been a family-owned  
luxury travel agency for 30 years.

Why not give the gift of travel this holiday season,  
and make everyone happy?

The memories you share will last a lifetime.

MOVERS & SHAKERS
Berkshire Hathaway hosts customer 
appreciation chili cook-off

The Avondale and San Marco offices of 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Florida 
Network Realty paid tribute to clients with 
a customer appreciation chili cook-off in 
early November. The offices, awarded the 
combined Top Office of 2013 for Northeast 
Florida, didn’t take time to bask in the glow 
of awards, rather, they took time to raise 
funds for a worthy cause. 

The group cooked up a storm, played 
movies for the kids and competed for top 

chili honors in the office all while taking 
time to thank their long list of clients. The 
MaliVai Washington Kids Foundation was 
the beneficiary of the funds raised during 
the event. The competition was fierce as 
Jane Slater, a native Texan, was the strong 
favorite going into the voting but Michelle 
Williams was giving her a run for her 
money. The event took place Nov. 6 in the 
parking lot at the Avondale office at 3527 
St. Johns Ave. 

Lee O’Quinn, 
Laura Wesson 
Klement, 
Natalie Reese, 
Julio Caesar 
Mendez and 
William Milne

Jane Slater 
and Anna 

Marie 
Williams

Sheron 
Willson, Lisa 
Nguyen and 
Leighton 
Tesche

Dog’s life is pretty plush at Groomingdales
New to San Marco, Groomingdales Dog 

Salon tailors services to your pet’s needs. 
The full service dog grooming salon provides 
bathing, grooming, teeth brushing, nail filing, 
flea baths, mud treatments and much more. 
New clients will enjoy 10 percent off bathing 
or grooming; valid through Dec. 31, 2014.

Owner Morgan Murphy has been 
professionally grooming for over seven years 
and is certified in Pet Tech Pet CPR and 
First Aid. Murphy attends multiple grooming 
seminars and trade shows every year to 
stay up to date on the latest products and 
grooming techniques. Call (904) 683-7077 
for appointments; open Tuesday through 
Saturday at 4424 Hendricks Ave.

Local professor publishes textbook
San Jose resident Carolyn Dehlinger, 

Professor of Biological Sciences at Keiser 
University, recently published a 305-page 
college textbook on molecular biology.

It took Dehlinger 20 months to complete 
the work, which is designed to provide a 
holistic, comprehensive view of molecular 
biotechnology that makes it ideally suited 
for undergraduate majors in molecular 
biotechnology and biomedical sciences.

“I was motivated to write the book, 
called Molecular Biotechnology, for our 
new Biomedical Sciences degree which 
has several biotechnology courses,” said 
Dehlinger. “We weren’t finding a suitable 
option already on the market, so I made my 
pitch to Jones and Bartlett Learning.” 

Beginning with the background of 
this rapidly expanding field, Molecular 
Biotechnology covers major discoveries, 
regulation of the biotechnology industry, 
and significant innovations. A strong 
emphasis on careers in molecular 

biotechnology, profiles of major projects 
and researchers, and expansive 
discussions of bioethical concerns and 
current research, all come together to make 
this text an engaging and highly relevant 
resource for biotechnology students.

December  
Oil Change 

Special:

$28.95
Expiration 12-31-14

We appreciate your business  
San Marco, San Jose, and St. Nicholas!

Best Cold 
Weather 

Tip:
Get your car 
serviced now

Before you end up cold 
& stranded on the side 
of the road! Better to 

be prepared and safe-
rather than sorry!

Conveniently located in historic Riverside
620 Chelsea Street | 904-354-7425
www.hughsriversideautomotive.com Family Owned/Operated Since 1985

Repairs done right 
the first time!

Merry Christmas from Hugh’s Riverside Automotive
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St. Nicholas native recognized by DAR
On the occasion of their 65th 

birthday celebration, the Fort San 
Nicholas Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution presented 
a certificate to retired Air Force 
Colonel Herb Eastman on Nov. 
8 at San Jose Country Club. The 
certificate recognized a continued 
life of good citizenship modeling 
the ideals of honor, service, 
courage, leadership and patriotism 
and being an example of good 
citizenship to his community and 
beyond for over 60 years.

 Herb Eastman grew up in St. 
Nicholas and attended Southside Grammar School. He received the DAR Good Citizenship 
Medal from Fort San Nicholas Chapter in 1954 and continues to wear the original medal 
to special patriotic events.

Herb Eastman, Past Regent Benita Boyd and Regent Becky Bathen

Gabriel House of Care expands staff
JoAnne Krestul, of San Jose, has joined Gabriel House of Care as 

Development Officer. She joins Kate Hightower and Bhavin Patel as 
new additions to staff. 

Krestul will focus on community outreach and donor cultivation. 
She previously served as the director of parents and events for The 
Bolles School.

 Hightower serves as a Development Associate and Patel as the 
Financial & Operations Manager overseeing the business office. 

“We are excited to add these outstanding professionals to our 
team as we continue to serve organ transplant and cancer patients 

who come to our area for medical care,” said Valerie Callahan, executive director. “They bring a 
unique skill set that will help us grow the programs and services we provide to those who stay 
with us long term.”

Three honored in Jewish community
The Jewish Federation 

Campaign and Awards 
Celebration honored 
Michael DuBow, recipient of 
the Joe P. Safer Community 
Service Award, and Nancy 
Davis and Daniel Miller, 
recipients of the Ilene Sari 
Selevan Young Leadership 
Award. Held on Oct. 23 at 
the Cohen Auditorium on 
the River Garden campus, 
attendees were thanked 
for past generosity which 
enabled the Federation 
to fund local partnerships 
with the Jewish Community 
Foundation of NE Florida, 
Jewish Community Alliance, Jewish Family & Community Services, River Garden Senior 
Services, Martin J. Gottlieb Day School and the Torah Academy of Jacksonville. Event 
leaders were Sandy Zimmerman, Jen Plotkin and Andrew Jaffa.

Michael DuBow, Daniel Miller and Nancy Davis

San Marco resident named Woman of the Year
San Marco resident Elizabeth Tucker, a 2010 graduate of 

Bishop Kenny, was named the 2014 NCAA Woman of the Year 
earlier this fall. Tucker is a 2014 Notre Dame grad and the 
school’s first NCAA Woman of the Year. Tucker bested 445 other 
student-athlete nominees for the NCAA Award.

During her time at Notre Dame, Tucker made four NCAA 
tournament appearances, was team captain twice, held a 4.0 
GPA for a degree in business administration, and was also 
named 2014 ACC (Atlantic Coast Conference) Scholar-Athlete 
of the Year. On campus she served in 12 different groups 
and activities and also volunteered in the South Bend, Ind. 
community. She now works as a consultant at McKinsey & 
Company in Chicago.

Lovejoy named 2015 Humanitarian
San Jose resident and orthopedic surgeon Dr. John Lovejoy, 

Jr. is the recipient of the American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons’ 2015 Humanitarian Award. This prestigious award 
was bestowed on Lovejoy for his “extraordinary compassion, 
volunteerism and philanthropy.” For 30 years, Lovejoy has 
traveled to Haiti, half of them as a medical volunteer at Hôpital 
Sacré Coeur, in Milot, Haiti. He also designed and constructed 
one of the first prosthetics labs in the country; it opened in 
April 2010. The award will be given at the Academy’s annual 
meeting next March in Las Vegas.
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Experience the lifestyle you 
deserve. 220 Riverside offers 
thoughtfully designed amenities 
with everyday comfort in mind. 
Treat yourself to the sparkling 
saltwater pool, 220 lounge, 
resident clubroom and fitness 
studio where you can relax, enjoy 
great conversation and connect 
with your friends and neighbors. 
A unique urban living experience 
awaits you at 220 Riverside. *only 2 options pictured

220 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202

855.712.7847
220RiversideApartments.com

Call or Visit us TODAY!
*call office for details

Embrace the
Lifestyle

live urban. live riverside. live 220.
Prelease today for $99*

220RiversideApartments.com

JuliOcesar 
mendez.realTOr®

& archiTecT

c. 9 0 4 . 3 0 4 . 5 4 5 8
w. 9 0 4 . 8 0 2 . 0 8 2 9
e. julio.mendez@bhhsfnr.com
w. juliocesarmendez.com

© A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Y O u r l u x u r Y l i v i n g e x p e r T

1983 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 322074171 Hendricks Avenue 32207 | 904-737-8488 | allsaintsjax.org

Christmas at All Saints
Christmas Eve – Wed., December 24th
 4 pm – Children’s Holy Eucharist 
 & Christmas Pageant
 8 pm – Family Holy Eucharist with 
 Carols, Candlelight, Choirs & Soloists
 11 pm – Traditional Choral Eucharist 
 with Incense & Candlelight 
 Prelude Concerts at 7:40 pm & 10:40 pm
 
Christmas Day – Thurs., December 25th
 10 am – Holy Eucharist 

Gourmet cuisine builds healthier babies
Helping mothers bear stronger, healthier babies is what the March of Dimes – 

and its annual Signature Chefs Auction – is all about.
About 200 of Jacksonville’s philanthropy-minded finest gathered for the 24th 

annual event at the Omni Hotel on Nov. 13 to benefit the March of Dimes, whose 

mission is to reduce premature births by helping moms have full-term pregnancies 
and research the problems that threaten the health of babies. Chefs from 11 top 
area restaurants volunteered with their culinary teams to cater the event, which was 
expected to raise approximately $100,000.

Uptown Civitans give both time and treasure
Members of Uptown Civitan share 

their hearts and their time to meet twice 
a month with the Pine Castle Civitan 
chapter to work on projects and do fun 
activities. 

“Uptown Civitan Club sponsored 
the formation of Pine Castle Civitan 
Club almost 30 years ago to provide 
opportunities for people with disabilities 
to engage regularly in civic and social 
activities,” said DuVal Malone, Pine Castle 
director of community relations. “One 
of the founders, Diane Young, is part of 
the dedicated team of Uptown members 
who continually and generously give of 

their time and resources to support Pine 
Castle’s Civitan Club, as well as the needs 
of Pine Castle participants.”

Uptown Civitan also awarded Pine 
Castle $2,000 to support the Seth 
Tenenbaum Memorial Assistance Fund. 
The Fund ensures that critical training, 
education and full care services are 
available to people facing state service 
funding shortfalls each year. “These 
services prevent people with disabilities 
from losing services they need to become 
more personally independent within the 
community,” said Malone.

 

Sharon Rosenblum, Nancy Darlow, Wynester Sherrer, Elaine Hall, Diane Young and Sharon Kantor helped 
participants create holiday placemats.

Luisa Felix, Chef Alexander 
Yim of Matthew’s

Jay and Holly 
Howanitz

Betty Raimondo and 
Vera Meyerholtz
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San Marco 
riverfront 
Lot

San Marco 
riverfront

2252 river road
Approx. 10,000 sq ft / Pool / Dock / Yacht mooring

$4,900,000

San JoSe 
riverfront

2217 MiLLer oakS drive north
6 bedrooms / 5 full baths / 1 half bath / 5644 sq ft / Pool / Dock

$2,750,000

San 
Marco to 

Mandarin

riverfront LotS
Call about beautiful riverfront lots
froM $850,000 to $2,000,000

#1 Producer in 2013 for BhhS

Mandarin riverfront
1319 Weaver Glen Road

5 bedrooms / 6 baths / 6601 sq ft / Pool / Dock
$2,950,000

PeninSuLa PenthouSe
1431 Riverplace Blvd, Suite 3701

4 bedrooms / 3 baths / 3284 sq ft
$1,200,000

711 oLd Grove Manor
Dock / Boathouse

$1,150,000

Proud Supporter of

B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E

A Unique Experience for Unique Occasions
Harby Jewelers sits high above the retail landscape

Think of a jewelry store at the holidays 
and what comes to mind–a bustling 
shopping center, a busy mall, or 

a neighborhood boutique with window-
shoppers making their way past storefronts. 
What may not come to mind, unless you’re 
already a client, is an elegant, sunlit showroom 
on the 25th floor of an urban high-rise. 
That experience exists, but only at Harby 
Jewelers, a swift elevator ride high above 
Jacksonville’s skyline.

Accompanied by sweeping views of the St. 
John’s River, Harby Jewelers has, by design, 
located their jewelry business away from the 
typical hustle and bustle. “Clients don’t come 
to us by accident,” said Hugh Harby. “But once 
they visit, they rarely go to other jewelers.” 

Hugh Harby and son Brad, respectively the 
third and fourth generations of Harby Jewelers, 
have earned a reputation for unsurpassed 
attention to their clients. Because of our 
unique location and showroom, we are able 
to be extremely receptive to client concerns 
because we have that one-on-one interaction,” 
said Hugh. “We have the opportunity to work 
closely with the client, walking alongside 
the client versus working ‘over a case’ in a 
retail setting.” 

The Harbys choose individual pieces 
and jewelry lines based on thoughtful 
responsiveness to trends combined with careful 
selection of classic designs. “With a rebounding 
economy, we’re seeing a resurgence of yellow 
gold, both in fashion pieces and classic pieces,” 
said Hugh. “My generation has always worn 
white gold and platinum, but in the last year 
we’re seeing more women choosing to look at 
yellow gold for the first time. This is a return 

to what they saw their mothers wear,” added 
Brad. “Women will come in with the idea 
that they are looking for a white gold piece, 
and when they see the yellow gold, and try it 
on, they completely change their mind.” To 
accommodate the rising demand for yellow 
gold, Harby Jewelers has added an exquisite 
new line by I. Reiss. Necklaces, bracelets, and 
earrings feature textured, organic designs, and 
an open, airy appearance with a substantial 
impression without a heavy feel. Diamonds 
make a subtle impact in many of the pieces. 
In fact, glancing around the Harby Jewelers 
showroom, you will find that diamond pieces 
are a centerpiece. “We love it when clients 
choose colored gems, but when considering 
what to wear day in and day out for years to 
come, most of the time it is diamonds. Rubies, 
sapphires, and emeralds are all gorgeous, but 
diamonds are the classic gem. They will never 
be out of style, and diamonds don’t require you 
to plan your outfit around them,” Hugh shared.

Harby Jewelers has an outstanding 
reputation and their status online with Google 
and other reviews speaks for itself. “We 
owe most of our first-time visitors to word-
of-mouth and web reviews from previous 
happy clients,” said Hugh. Both Harbys pride 
themselves on a level of service that will create 
not only a satisfied client, but a lifetime client 
who will return to Harby Jewelers for future 
jewelry needs.

Always a busy and festive time, the holidays 
tend to see a swell in proposals and other 
celebratory occasions. With the hubbub of 
the season well underway, Harby Jewelers is 
prepared for both your long-planned and last-
minute gift decisions. 

Visit our Riverplace Tower showroom at: 
1301 Riverplace Blvd., Suite 2552 

Holiday Hours: 
Monday through Friday, 
9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

and Saturday 9:30–2:00.

Appointments may be made for private 
consultations outside of regular hours–call 

(904) 346-0641  
today to book your appointment.

Ponte Vedra Beach   Southside   Amelia Island   Riverside    St. Augustine

  Book your consultation at 
   our Riverside office with 
    Dr. Paul Scioscia today!
    
    FOR MORE INFORMATION   
     ON OUR SERVICES
     CALL 904.273.6200
        

North Florida’s  
 

Plastic Surgery Center

C. Cayce Rumsey, III, M.D.*    Robert W. Burk, III, M.D.*
Paul J. Scioscia, M.D.*    Brett J. Snyder, M.D.*
Hollie Hickman, D.O.    Erez Sternberg, M.D.

*

  www.pvps.com

JOIN US! For our Annual 

Holiday Open House 

Thursday, Dec. 4, at our 

Riverside location 10 am - 2 pm   

Special Discounts, product 

demonstrations, give-a-ways 

and a complimentary 

holiday latte bar.
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year.

Happy Holidays

Manormor Sotheby’s International Realty wishes you and your family 
the many joys of the season. Thank you for allowing us to be of service 

for all of your real estate needs. Here’s to a very happy and 
prosperous New Year!

Manormor Sotheby’s
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

www.ManormorSir.com  |  www.SothebysRealty.com

5233 San Jose Boulevard, Jacksonville, FL 32207
904.731.9770

1300 Marsh Landing Parkway, Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250
904.285.7700 

5548 First Coast Highway #101, Amelia Island, Florida 32034
904.277.6522 

OYSTER PERPETUAL  
DATEJUST LADY 31

rolex  oyster perpetual 
and datejust are trademarks.

Working tirelessly 
for area children

Each year patrons who support Episcopal 
Children’s Services gather to honor those who have 
gone above and beyond as children’s advocates. The 
9th annual Children’s Champion Awards Gala, held 
Nov. 6 at EverBank Field Terrace Suite, acknowledged 
Ortega resident J.F. Bryan, IV (volunteer/
philanthropist), Drs. Warner Webb and the late 
Albert Wilkinson (health care), Avondale resident 
and former United Way president Connie Hodges 
(nonprofit), Tony and Angi Boselli/The Boselli 
Foundation (education) and Wells Fargo (corporate).

ECS currently works with more than 27,000 
children and families in Northeast Florida 
preparing the most at-risk children to enter public 
school ready to learn.Jill Dame, Barbara Drake, Joyce DeVillez and Alicia Grant

Missy Ketchum and 
Samantha Hyde

Patrons of the Hearts celebrates 10th Artscapade
Caribbean Tales: One Heart at a Time was the 

theme for the 10th annual Artscapade, held Oct. 
24 at The Museum. Patrons gathered for art, music, 
food and fun to celebrate the lives of children saved 
and the donors who made it possible.

Founded by Dr. Jose and Hilda Ettedgui, the event 
supports a partnership between the community, 
UF Pediatric Cardiovascular Center and Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital to save up to 10 children born 
in remote or underdeveloped countries through 
cardiovascular treatment each year. Zack Workman and Maggie Walsh, Hilda Ettedgui, Founder Dale and Marilyn Antram, Dr. Jose Ettedgui, Founder Laura McCalvin, Fred Caldwell

Annual wine festival funds charitable program
Catholic Charities hosted its 11th 

Annual Festival D’Vine fundraising 
event on Nov. 8 offering more than 
200 wines from Ovinté for tasting and 
purchase. At Treaty Oak Park on the 
Southbank for the third year in a row, 
the festival brought the wares of 26 
of Jacksonville’s restaurants to more 
than 800 guests. The event raised an 
anticipated $100,000 for the Catholic 
Charities Emergency Assistance 
Program, which has a goal of preventing 
homelessness by helping families facing 
eviction to remain in their homes. Michael and Zoie Morales, Ashley and Don Halil

Chip Moore and 
Steve Warren, 
Volunteers Debbie Moore, Director of Development with Jay and Renee Farhat
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OYSTER PERPETUAL  
DATEJUST LADY 31

rolex  oyster perpetual 
and datejust are trademarks.

A roast fit for river advocacy
The most relaxed, casual event of the season is referred to often as the best 

party of the entire year. All you can eat steamed oysters, great food and good 
company all help pay tribute to the St. Johns Riverkeeper and its mission to 
better our waterways. The best part is the fact that the river runs the length of 
the back yard soiree on the St. Johns River at the Garden Club of Jacksonville. 

Bill Bell, Nora 
and Doug Milne 
and Linda 
Strickland

Jennifer Ross 
with Bill Parker

Celeste Krueger 
with W.C. Gentry

Laura McCalvin, Fred Caldwell

Annual wine festival funds charitable program

Michael and Zoie Morales, Ashley and Don Halil

Debbie Moore, Director of Development with Jay and Renee Farhat

Diane Brunet-García, 
Jack Twachtman, 

Jorge Brunet-García 
and Linda Cunnigham

An elegant setting for food 
and wine tasting benefit

The mood was celebratory the Friday before Veterans’ Day as 
were supporters for the North Florida School of Special Education. 
Fine wines, gourmet food and the exquisite design of Gary 
McCalla’s riverfront home in the Granada neighborhood together 
created an atmosphere of good will and giving.

Although the school is less than 25 years old, already it has 
grown to serving more than 100 students age 6 to 22 with mild to 
moderate disabilities this school year. The annual Red, White and 
Blues event raises funds to keep the school’s doors open, provide 
tuition assistance and maintain its nonprofit status.

Frank and 
Sutton Houston, 
Virginia and 
Ryan Hinckley

Theresa and 
Mark Abood with 

Melanie Jensen 
and host Gary 

McCalla

Fadi Chalhoub, 
Judy Noon, 
Catherine Chung 
and Ken Noon





December 2014 reSIDent communIty newS PAge 19

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

120 St Johns Forest Boulevard 
– Exceptional home in St Johns 
Forest with everything you want 
and need! Three bedrooms down, 
all with private baths, cabana 
bath and awesome office for two! 
Screened pool with huge summer 
kitchen & 3 car garage. Upstairs 
is a second family room, exercise 
room, large playroom/bedroom 
and private guest room with bath. 
Great community with clubhouse, 
pools, secured entry and St Johns 
County schools! $724,990

2757 Forest Mill Lane – 
Almost half an acre covered with 
stately live oaks, gorgeous newly 
marcited pool and approx. 3,500 
square feet. Five bedrooms, three 
baths, gleaming hardwoods, 
totally renovated gourmet kitchen 
with Wolf gas range, Kitchenaid 
s/s appliances, warming drawer, 
granite, wine cooler, Franke 
sinks, travertine backsplash, 
etc. All rooms are large and the 
entertaining flow is exceptional. 
$544,000

6647 Epping Forest Way 
North – This exquisite custom 
home in Epping Forest features 
five bedrooms, five full and 
one half baths, over 5,400 
square feet, soaring ceilings 
and spacious rooms filled with 
natural light. This magnificent 
home has four fireplaces, large 
kitchen, a billiard room, office, 
covered lanai, pool, spa, three-
car garage and the list just goes 
on with amenities too many to 
mention. $1,695,000

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

7131 Andalusia Avenue – 
This mostly brick home has 
been updated and renovated to 
suit any buyer. Nearly 1650 sq ft 
offers 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. 
Renovated new owner’s bath 
and guest bath, new knockdown 
ceilings throughout most of the 
home, true hardwood floors, 
new ceramic tile, granite and 
tumbled stone in kitchen, 
renovated kitchen with maple 
cabinets, and  undercabinet 
lighting. $199,900

Karen Zambetti 
RealtoR®

904-537-4744 
zambettisellsjax@gmail.com

Karen Zambetti 
RealtoR®

904-537-4744 
zambettisellsjax@gmail.com

Annual Art Festival in San Marco delivers at the holidays
An overcast start didn’t put a 

damper on the San Marco Art Festival, 
as the weekend event sparked the 
holiday shopping scene in the Square. 
San Marco continues to be the ideal 
neighborhood location to play host to 
the traditional art show, as its original 
architecture, cultural diversity and 
historic charm still draw festival goers 
and art enthusiasts.

The 15th annual event was 
produced by Howard Alan Events and 
organizers put together a great show 
full of original handmade works of 
glass, photography, painting, mixed 
media, fiber, jewelry among other 
unique objects and art. Artists shared 
their inspiration for each uniquely-
crafted piece and were on hand to 
share their stories with patrons. 

This year, a unique father-daughter 
artistic duo were present from 
the local area. Artist and painter 
Michelle McDowell Smith was only 
a few blocks from her father, as they 
presented art at this year’s festival. 

“My mother was a painter and it 
was obvious from the age of three that 
she [Michelle] started showing signs,” 
said proud father Donald McDowell. 
McDowell, a retired economics 
professor has always tinkered with art, 
but never put a collection together. 
He works in metals, making his 
signature ‘wine wenches’ and other 
unique creations from metal scraps. 
His daughter is a painter who works 
professionally as an artist in the local 
area and is a graduate of the Savannah 
College of Art and Design or SCAD.

Judy and Jake Hughes pick 
up one of Donald McDowell’s 

metalwork designs

Exhibitors Amy Mitchell and 
Artist Christine Lyons

Lauren Spiegel, Matthew 
and Eric Wilson

Talton and Kim Williams with Loli

Artist Michelle McDowell Smith with her husband 
Toby and family friend Deborah Bohler



10863 Philips Highway, Jacksonville FL 32256  904-396-5486  OSteenVolvo.com

• Two round-trip tickets to Scandinavia
• A free first class hotel night in Gothenburg, Sweden
• Savings off the U.S. MSRP on U.S.-model Volvos
•  Complimentary home shipment services to your 

local U.S. Volvo retailer  
valid for up to 6 months.  
Want more deatils?

O’Steen Volvo customers on their

Happy Jacksonville 
customers traveled 

all over Europe with 
their O’Steen Volvos 
for a vacation that’s 
once-in-a-lifetime... 
Call us to find out 
how YOU can too!

Trip of a
     Lifetime

Take a vacation where the souvenir  
is part of an unforgettable experience.

PURCHASE A VOLVO,
GET A VACATION.GET A VACATION.

Purchase any new Volvo within the Volvo Overseas Delivery Program  
and you’ll discover a truly unique way to buy a car, as well as  
a truly unique way to travel around Europe. Here’s what’s included:

Mike & Jennel L. with Mark O’Steen  
at the Gothenbury Factory Delivery Center,  

picking up their 2013 S60

Trip of a
     Lifetime
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Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525

www.janieboyd.com

buy with Confidence. List with Success.

1946 River Rd • $2,600,000

Linda Strickland
 881-4811

Your 
San Marco 
Real Estate 
Specialists

2803 Village Grove Circle • $1,095,000

11349 Tacito Creek • $419,900 2100 Ocean Dr. S. #1E • $595,000
Charlie boyd

240-6293

12/30/14

Filling empty bowls, stomachs for 30 years
Approximately 700 supporters 

attended the 30th Annual Empty Bowls 
Luncheon, sponsored by Winn Dixie, 
at Prime Osborn Convention Center 
on Nov. 18. Hosted by Lutheran Social 
Services through its hunger-relief program 
Nourishment Network, the luncheon 
raises funds and awareness to help end 
hunger in Northeast Florida, according 
to Wayne Rieley, president and CEO. In 
his remarks, Rieley stated that one out of 
four area children and one of six adults is 
hungry or food insecure. 

Luncheon attendees were greeted by 
tables covered with hundreds of unique 
handmade ceramic bowls, created by 
volunteers and children in local schools. 
Each attendee selected one bowl to take 

home as a reminder of their efforts to 
help feed the hungry. Local celebrities 
and community leaders, including District 
14 Councilman Jim Love, served Chick-
fil-A soup and bread, with performances 
by the Jacksonville Country Day School 
children’s choir and The Blank Canvas 
band from Douglas Anderson School of 
the Arts. 

Sponsors included BJ’s, 
WHATABURGER, Adecco Group 
North America, VyStar Credit Union, 
SMG, Futch Printing & Mailing, Doing 
Dishes Pottery, Pink Flamingo Mobile 
Arts, Atlantic Pottery Supply, Inc., Swisher 
International, Inc., Childs, Hester & Love, 
P.A., Julie and Michael McKenny, among 
other corporate and non-profit sponsors.

Jacksonville Country Day School 4th graders Lillie, Mia and Hailey

Cathedral Arts supporters feted at reception
The annual donor appreciation party, Angels of the 

Arts, was hosted by Marisa and Frank Martire at their 
Ponte Vedra Beach home where more than 130 guests 
assembled to be thanked by the CAP board of directors 
and its staff.

“Marisa and Frank Martire have been supporters of 
CAP from the moment they moved to the First Coast. 
Marisa has served on the Cathedral Arts Project board four 
years and has contributed significant amounts of her time 
and other valuable resources to help fund our afterschool 
arts education programming in Duval County,” said 
Forrest Holland, COO, Cathedral Arts Project. “They are 
admirable leaders for significant change in our community 
to provide equal access of quality arts education.”

“The Angels of the Arts reception is our annual thank 
you for major donors, and this was our biggest event 
yet,” said The Rev. Kimberly Hyatt, President & CEO, 
Cathedral Arts Project, “which is an indication of the 
growing support in Jacksonville for arts education.” 

Karen and Greg Montana, Anne Mayo

Hugh Greene, Russ 
Armistead, Wayne Weaver

Rebecca Ryan-Gonzalez, 
Jeff Stone, Tiffany 
Manning, Ron Hubbard



305-331-6518
1983 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Laura.wesson@bhhsfnr.com

Buying or Selling Your Home Can Bee Exciting

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Laura Wesson 
Klement
Your Local 
Realtor

Enter this 1924 remodeled Bungalow 
and “Feel at Home” from the wide 
front covered porch to the open 

back deck, each area offers a spot 
to sit and enjoy the space both 

inside and out. The neighborhood 
is diverse, something for everyone. 

Walkable to Stockton and King 
Street for restaurants, shops and 

entertainment. Minutes to Five Points, 
Avondale and Downtown. Come visit 

and make this your new home.

Home For The Holidays!

UF Health Cardiovascular Center – Emerson
4555 Emerson St., Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904.383.1036  //  Appointments

UF Health Primary Care
Now in Your Neighborhood

Do you have a 
UF cardiologist?
You can.

UF Health Cardiovascular Center – Emerson provides access to some of Northeast Florida’s top 
cardiologists. Recognized as experts in their field, they use the latest diagnostic methods for the 
prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease. 

As faculty of the University of Florida College of Medicine – Jacksonville, UF Health cardiologists 
conduct groundbreaking national and international research, giving patients access to leading-
edge care as well as opportunities to participate in clinical trials. 

For more information or to make an appointment, call 904.383.1036.
Next-day appointments available. 

UFHealthJax.org

GO
GIVERS
By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

Lee Mercier remembers how hard his 
father worked as a General Electric Plant 
employee when he was growing up in Trenton, 
New Jersey. He also remembers his father 
volunteering to serve on the board of an 
orphanage, where Mercier attended Christmas 
parties for children who looked sad despite 
their gifts. Later, he learned that those were the 
children of workers killed in industrial accidents.

“They aren’t called orphanages anymore, but 
those experiences I had as a boy probably are 
why when a close friend talked to me about the 
Children’s Home Society [Buckner Division] 
I wanted to help. It wasn’t long before I was 
hooked, committed to the cause of trying 
to reunite families where possible, caring for 
children, offering services to children and 
families, including foster care and adoptions,” 
Mercier said. “The board work is important but 
I really like finding other volunteers.”

Mercier also cares greatly about individuals 
with developmental or acquired disabilities, 

whom he says are unfortunately sometimes 
regarded as, or feel like, society’s outcasts.

“People are often fearful or uncomfortable 
around those with disabilities and sometimes 
choose to ignore or avoid interaction which 
is exactly the wrong thing to do. That 
is why I volunteer for Pine Castle where 
these individuals are given opportunities 
to learn, work, socialize and live within the 
community,” he said.

Despite his busy legal practice, Mercier 
continues the volunteer work he began in the 
1960s right after college when he joined the 
first group of Peace Corps volunteers to spend 
two years working in Ghana, South Africa. 
His personal faith and commitment to serve 
others was strengthened by that experience. He 
served in the military, was stationed aboard a 
destroyer in Jacksonville and later finished law 
school. Mercier describes his legal practice as 
faith-based.

“One of the things I do, and that I am 
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committed to, is special needs trust work. In 
the process of helping my clients with estate 
planning, some have had special needs children. 
In those cases the trust planning becomes even 
more important,” he said. “I care very much 
about these special needs children and adults 
and I know how their parents loved them. I do 
whatever I personally can as trustee to ensure 
their wellbeing and that their parents’ wishes 
are carried out, as if they were my own family 
members.”

Mercier said his wife Roberta (Bobbie), a 
retired Episcopal French teacher, is his behind-
the-scenes supporter. The couple loves their 
two-story brick home, the first one built in 
1925 or 1926 in San Marco proper. They are 
active at their church, All Saints Episcopal. 
Lee is past president and involved in South 
Jacksonville Rotary Club. A favorite activity 
is visiting San Jose Elementary to read to and 
tutor a young foreign student in reading and 
language skills.

I care very much about these special needs children 

and adults and I know how their parents loved them. 

I do whatever I personally can as trustee to ensure their 

wellbeing and that their parents’ wishes are carried out, 

as if they were my own family members.”

“
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WE BUY CARS

10950 Normandy Blvd.
(5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227
Check our Website for Current Inventory!

www.LKQPickYourPart.com

Over 1200 Fresh Cars NOW IN STOCK!
Need a Part? FIND IT HERE!

Do you have an 
unwanted vehicle?

We take care of all the paperwork!
Pick up available. Licensed. 

Bleeding kindness for 
kids and community
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Kind, committed and hardworking – 
qualities that describe both a bus driver and 
a blood donor, who just happens to be one 
and the same: Harold Green.

Green, 74, has driven a school bus from 
pick up locations in Ponte Vedra Beach to 
the Bolles School Bartram 
Campus and back for the 
past nine years. He’s also 
given blood platelets for 51 
years. 

Green drives 500 miles a 
week making three round-
trips to Ponte Vedra Beach 
a day. “Mr. Green is one 
of the nicest people I have 
ever met,” said one Bolles 
mother, whose children 
have all ridden Green’s 
bus. “The kids on his bus 
absolutely love him.”

While the 35 Bolles 
students on his route know 
Green for his kind-hearted demeanor, more 
than 1,500 blood recipients only know that 
someone’s heart has made their lives and 
the community a better place.

A 1963 Army assignment in Texas for 
gun school set the path for Green for years 
to come; it was during that time that Green 
donated his first pint of blood. In 1986, 
he started to donate platelets with The 
Blood Alliance and each of his donations 
were made in Duval County to help fellow 
residents of Northeast Florida. He has 
made 503 local donations which equates to 

enriching or saving the lives of more than 
1,500 local patients.

He is now one of the biggest blood 
donors in the country, and the 10th person 
in Northeast Florida to reach a milestone 
giving level – 100 gallons of donated blood.

The Blood Alliance and the Bolles 
School celebrated Green’s century mark on 
Nov.  17 as he became a member of a very 

elite group of donors, but remains humble 
about his accomplishment. 

 “The importance for me to keep giving 
blood is because it really boils down to a 
matter of life and death…and if you have 
the choice to choose helping someone live 
wouldn’t you try to help any which way 
you can?” said Green. “It’s about saving 
lives, and most folks don’t even realize 
it’s just a 30-minute effort that can make 
the difference between life and death for 
someone living in our community, maybe 
even someone you know.”

3571 St JohnS ave. • (904) 384-7111

LARGE SELECTION
Finest Quality

www.hooshang-rugs.com

Professional Cleaning & Repair

★

Please come see why we are sought 
after globally and locally

Since 1977

Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugs

Persia • China • india • Pakistan • turkey • romania

Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale

Hooshang Oriental Rug Gallery has provided 
sales and services for over 37 YEARS.

★

★ ★

VIM serves medical needs 
of low income community

Volunteers in Medicine—Jacksonville kicked off its annual fundraising late last 
month, announcing a $300,000 goal for the 2015 campaign to fund ongoing medical 
care and services provided by the clinic, according to Mary Pat Corrigan, CEO, 
Volunteers in Medicine. 

“It was an evening of reviewing the organization’s mission and purpose and 
highlighting our successes, including introducing and sharing the stories of two of our 
patient heroes. Lorraine Parker and Stephanie Rodriguez have very different stories, 
but together they represent the full spectrum of what we are all about and how our 
services can turn lives around,” Corrigan said. Honorary campaign chairs were Dr. Ken 
and Leinesa Adams.

In 2014 over 200 volunteer doctors, nurses and administrative staff logged more 
than 6,000 patient appointments providing primary and specialty care across an array 
of medical disciplines. 

Dottie Dorion, Jim and Pat Jamison
VIM CEO Mary Pat Corrigan, 
Michael Corrigan, Nina Smith

Leinesa Adams, Sue Nussbaum
Jody and Jeff Rutter, Elizabeth Brown, 
VIM Director of Operations
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With over 200 medical publications, lectures 
all over the U.S. and around the world on 
cardiovascular health, and initiatives to improve 
outcomes, Dr. Moussa, is here to further assert our 
commitment to excellence, says Dr. Khatib co-
founder and president of FCCI. 

As an Interventional Cardiologist and Endovascular 
Interventionalist, he specializes in performing 
catheter-based cardiovascular procedures in patients 
with valvular heart disease, coronary artery disease 
and peripheral arterial disease (PAD). He performs 
minimally invasive transcatheter aortic valve 
replacement (TAVR), as well as other innovative 
minimally invasive procedures for mitral valve repair 
and procedures geared at reducing the risk of stroke.

A graduate of Damascus University Medical School, 
Dr. Moussa spent the last 20 years at prestigious 
medical institutions in the U.S. initially as a trainee and 
then as an educator training an entire generation of 
younger physicians. The highly regarded Lenox Hill 

hospital, Columbia University Medical Center, and Weill 
Cornell Medical Center in New York City are among the 
places where he served. 

Dr. Moussa sees a paradigm shift in the future of 
health care in the U.S. He says although hospitals 
will always have a crucial role to play, that role 
will become limited to treatment of the acute, very 
ill patients. Healthcare will be moving towards 
an outpatient service at home or in a large group 
practice, such as FCCI. Group practices will no 
longer be just a few doctors but a team of doctors 
and allied health professionals with various 
specialties. While FCCI will continue to specialize 
in cardiovascular health, Dr. Moussa says FCCI 
is recruiting doctors in other specialties such as 
podiatry, neurology and primary care. 

The driving force behind this new healthcare model 
is for patients to take care of all of their medical needs 
in one location and reserve hospital visits for only 
serious health needs. “We at FCCI have a commitment 
to both high quality and affordability,” he says, “We 
can address multiple needs and provide quality and 
convenient care.”

Clinical research currently being done in 
hospitals will increasingly be done in outpatient 
organizations such as FCCI. With providing high 
quality care comes the drive to take part in new 
and advancing treatments. Dr, Moussa is excited 
to build on the 8 year tradition of research taking 
place at FCCI. “We want to bring more cutting edge 
technology to Northeast Florida,” Dr. Moussa says, 
“We’re always looking for new treatments, whether 
it’s medicine or devices.”

Dr. Moussa also lauds programs at FCCI such as 
continuing education programs for local and regional 
groups of doctors. He expects those to grow and 
possibly go national. Dr. Moussa is excited to serve 
and educate his patients. He says FCCI will soon hold 
patient educational conferences with groups of up to 
100 patients, giving patients the opportunity to ask 
questions about their health concerns.

Dr. Moussa will also be working with the entire 
FCCI staff on organizational and quality initiatives, with 
the majority of his time focusing on patients.

Dr. Moussa is involved with several national medical 
journals. He has been the editor-in-chief of “Acute 
Cardiac Care” and associate editor of “Catheterization 
and Cardiovascular Interventions” since 2011. He also 
currently serves as Chair of the Steering Committee of 
the American College of Cardiology Cardiovascular Data 
base which sets the quality measures for cardiovascular 
care in the United States.

After three years as Chair of the Division 
of Cardiovascular Diseases and Director 
of the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory 
at Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, Dr. Moussa 
joins First Coast Cardiovascular Institute 
(FCCI) with the same focus on innovation 
and the highest standards of care.

First Coast Cardiovascular 
Institute is pleased to 
welcome world-renowned 
Dr. Issam D. Moussa as 
Chief Medical Officer.
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It’s Moments Like This
That Make The Holidays 

So Special.
During the holidays we enjoy celebrating timeless traditions. 
At Naugle Funeral Home and Cremation Services, family 
tradition and legacy go hand-in-hand when celebrating one’s 
life. Cherish time with your family and make gratitude a
tradition. Happy Holidays from our family to yours.

 Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services

1203 Hendricks Ave. • 904-396-1611
www.nauglefuneral.com
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It’s Moments Like This That Make  
The Holidays So Special.

During the holidays we enjoy celebrating timeless traditions. 
At Naugle Funeral Home and Cremation Services, family 
tradition and legacy go hand-in-hand when celebrating 
one’s life. Cherish time with your family and make gratitude 
a tradition. Happy Holidays from our family to yours.
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Fresh Local 
Seafood Market

1080-9 Edgewood Ave. S.
904.387.FISH

www.swimmingyesterdayseafood.com

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

Marianne Ferlisi Jordan

Marianne Jordan, 76, has always lived in 
the St. Nicholas area because of its proximity 
to Assumption Catholic, her family’s church, 
and its school. In the 1970s her three children 
could walk from their home on Tiber Street to 
Assumption Catholic elementary and middle 
school. Later they attended Bishop Kenny 
High School. Jordan takes great joy in her 
growing family of eight grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and two more on the way. 

Christmas Eve always brought Jordan’s big 
extended Italian family together at her home 
and she remembers the cooking went on for 
days before. They never missed the midnight 
Mass at Assumption.

“I’m from a family of great cooks. Italians 
traditionally have seafood at Christmas. 
My grandmother Marietta and my mother 
Josephine would lightly bread, then pan-fry 
smelt fish that Grandfather Nick had shipped to 
us from the New York fish markets. They were 
small, cooked with heads on and absolutely 
delicious. I haven’t been able to find them 
here,” she said. “My mother always made 
seafood gumbo and her Italian Pecan Nut Cake 
from scratch.”

On Christmas day, after her children opened 
their gifts, Jordan and the whole clan would 
again gather together, but at her parents’ home 
on Vale Orchard Road in San Marco. Frederick 
Angelo and Josephine “Josie” Ferlisi always 
served turkey, ham, sausage and oyster dressing.

“St. Nicholas and Tiber Street were a 
wonderful family community. I was divorced at 
the time I lived there, but in 1975 I met Ray 
Jordan and we were married. In 1976, the day 
after Thanksgiving, we moved just a few streets 
over to a larger family home on Nicholson 

Road,” she said.
Jordan first moved to Jacksonville in 1960 

after her father Frederick Angelo Ferlisi 
opened his marine supply business, Industrial 
Warehouse, on Bay Street next door to 
Maxwell House Coffee. The company thrived 
across from the shipyards and Jordan worked 
at their Talleyrand office as bookkeeper for her 
father until 1965.

Health problems kept Jordan in and out of 
St. Vincent’s Hospital frequently. By the time 
her health improved, Jordan felt so inspired 
by the care she received from the nurses and 
doctors there, she decided to pursue a career in 
nursing. 

“The medical staff was so caring I could 
not believe how hard they worked and how 
compassionate they were despite their long 
hours in the hospital,” she said. “I decided to 
go into nursing. I finished my RN training at 
the old Duval Medical Center on Jefferson 
Street and worked at St. Vincent’s Hospital 
from 1968-1974. Then I moved to Shands 
Hospital and worked there from 1974 until I 
retired in 1997,” she said. 

Jordan first began working as a volunteer in 
1989 helping the needy and visiting those in 
nursing homes through Assumption Catholic’s 
St. Vincent DePaul Mission. She collected 
clothing and organized food donations 
for families in need. She has tremendous 
compassion for those with special needs who 
are elderly, poor or in nursing homes or who 
have no family in the area. Jordan is also 
concerned about the growing number of 
grandparents raising their grandchildren, who 
need a lot of help.

“There is such a need for younger 

WayWereThe we

volunteers. Many of us are getting older and 
need to be replaced,” she said.

Jordan loves going to Disney World in 
Orlando with her grandchildren and traveling 
to see family in between outings with close 
friends. She is an amateur expert in the history 
of local shrimping and marine industries. 
Her recounting of her grandfather’s Sicilian 
heritage, immigration from Italy through Ellis 
Island and the Poli and Ferlisi families’ local 
history are detailed and fascinating.

“My grandfather, Nazzareno “Nick” Poli, 
met and married my grandmother Marietta 

when he arrived in New York. They moved 
to St. Augustine with their two children, 
my mother Josephine “Josie” and their son 
Dominic. Nick bought a shrimp boat and 
went out every day to shrimp in the Atlantic 
Ocean. Dominic joined his father and in 1944 
they opened a successful St. Augustine marine 
supply company still in business on Riberia 
Street, Marine Supply & Oil Company,” she 
said.

Her father, Frederick Angelo Ferlisi, traveled 
to St. Augustine from his home in Alabama 
to accept a job hauling blocks of ice on the 
back seat of his Model T from an ice plant on 
Riberia Street down to the fishing docks. That’s 
where he met Nick Poli, who invited him home 
for a real Italian dinner and introduced him to 
his daughter Josephine.

“That’s how my parents met and married in 
1937. My father began shrimping and working 
in the marine business with Grandfather Nick 
and Uncle Dominic and then opened his 
business in Jacksonville,” Jordan said. “The 
Poli and Ferlisi families are forever part of the 
history of the shrimping and marine business in 
St. Augustine and Jacksonville, something we 
are very proud of.”

Marianne Jordan, center, with her parents 
Frederick Angelo and Josephine Ferlisi
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Contact:
Aging True Community Senior Services at 904.807.1203  

or info@AgingTrue.org
Visit us on Facebook: Aging True • And Now on Twitter: @AgingTrue

If you’re feeling overwhelmed this holiday season  
or any time,

Aging True can help!
Remember these tips to take care of yourself and contact Aging True 
to find a Caregiver Support Group near you or to receive information on 
Respite services.

Recognize the signs of stress and burnout. Once you burn out, 
caregiving is no longer a healthy option for either you or the person 
you’re caring for. It’s important 
to watch for the warning 
signs and take action right 
away when you recognize 
the problem.

Mind your own mind‑set. 
Acknowledge all of your 
emotions, focus on the 
positives, celebrate what 
your loved ones can do, 
and appreciate the help you 
are receiving. 

Keep self‑care at the top 
of the list. Make time for 
exercise; it can boost your mood. Get outside for some vitamin D from 
the sunlight or consider therapeutic lighting if you suffer from season 
affective disorder. Relax with some aromatherapy. 

“Providing essential and innovative services and care for individuals, families and 
communities throughout Northeast Florida to prepare for and support graceful aging.”

Attention CAregivers To all of the sponsors and supporters of the 1st 
Annual Red Shield Ball held on October 25, 2014:

Monsignor Harold 
Jordan and Father 

Roch with Marianne 
Jordan (left), a 

daughter, and Jordan’s 
mother Josephine 

Ferlisi in 1999.

Marianne 
Ferlisi’s 

First Holy 
Communion

Five generations: Marianne Jordan with son Richard and 
grandson Brendon; center, grandmother Marietta Poli, 
right, mother Josephine Ferlisi



PAge 26 reSIDent communIty newS December 2014

Our Handcrafted Stefano Ferrara Wood Burning Ovens create the

FASTEST – FRESHEST – HEALTHIEST – TASTIEST
100% Authentic Neapolitan Pizza

Experience the Art of Pizza!
1406 Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32207

vpizza.com | 904.527.1511

Picture Framing
Expert Quality | Affordable Prices

50%
Off

select
in-stock
moldings904-733-6544

• Ready�Made Frames
• Framed Mirrors
• Conservation Framing
• Shadow Boxes
• Needlepoint Framing
• Prints / Posters
Orders by December 16th
Guaranteed for Christmas

www.rspictureframing.com

5923 St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL 322075923 St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL 322075923 St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL 32207

Running for Ryan brings community together
More than 200 runners turned out on 

a chilly Saturday morning in Ortega for 
the 2nd Annual Ryan’s Run 5K. Some 
were Bolles students, former classmates of 
Ryan Perry; others were co-workers of his 
mother Elizabeth, an anesthesiologist at 
Baptist Medical Center; some were friends 
and family from out of town. All were there 
for the run in Ryan’s memory, hosted by 
Ortega United Methodist Church, where 
the Perry family attend.

Presented by Janie Boyd & Associates 
Real Estate Services, the event benefits the 
Ryan D. Perry Foundation at OUMC, and 

the church’s goal of growing children’s 
ministries in the community. Alan Perry, 
father of the late Bolles student, said that 
the proposed Family Life Center is now 
completely funded and the church plans to 
break ground by the end of the year with 
the goal of having the $2 million center 
open and ready for use next fall. According 
to Perry, an anonymous donor contributed 
half of the funds.

Riverside resident Dean Krueger finished 
first with a time of 18:11 followed by event 
organizer Matthew Worsham (18:18) and 
Michelle Krueger (18:42).

J.M. Magyar and his son Clay (left) with Patrick 
Dussinger and Sammy

Erin and Jeremy Raynor 
with sons Jack and Evan

Dr. Maryellen Wechter 
with children Carolina, 
Elena and Lucca Martinez

Tripp Klima, 
Sammy Dussinger

Scott and 
Caron Gutovitz

Darby Robinson 
with Ryan and 
Shelby

Rob Robinson 
with Shelby 

and Ryan
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SAVE M   NEY!
greenthink

CFCO 25597

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMING CONTRACTOR 904-384-5661

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

$25 OFF Clip this coupon and 
schedule your appointment. 

Saving money has never been 
this easy! Call us today. 

Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc. 
904-384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. 
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expiries 12-31-14.

Get $25 OFF your service 
call any weekday in December.

646 King Street • 904-387-3613 • www.FlaireAntiques.com

Flaire 
Antiques
30-40-50% OFF

5000 Square Feet 
of Antiques!

Come Explore...

Directly across the street from 
CoRK, on the corner of Roselle 
and King Streets in Riverside.

Young pianists perform for patients
For the third year, students from 

the Douglas Anderson Chapter of The 
Tri-M Music Honor Society performed 
for patients and their families at the 
Proton Therapy Institute on Nov. 
18. The program included classical 
pieces by Bach, Beethoven, Debussy, 
Rachmaninoff, and Chopin; Christmas 
music; contemporary pieces including 
one student’s own composition, and 
two classical guitar pieces. Bradlee 
Robbert, Director of Patient Services, 
hosted the recital, which was followed 
by a reception.  

The students will perform additional 
recitals on Dec. 13 from 1-3 p.m. at the 
Jacksonville International Airport and 
on Mar. 3, 2015 at the Main Library. 
Douglas Anderson will also host a piano 
sonata marathon and competition in 
January 2015.

This is the third year that 
Douglas Anderson piano 
students have performed 
a recital for patients and 
families at the Proton 
Therapy Institute: Chamille 
Boyd, Emma Webber 
Miranda Caprio, Jessica 
Wu, Janine Albrecht, Sen 
Valeski, Amanda Winnicki, 
Brian Camp, Dalton Thrift, 
Asia Strong, Camille Titus, 
Matthew Cunningham and 
Jacob Skiles. Not pictured, 
Emily Taylor.

San Jose resident 
Matthew Cunningham 

performing his own 
composition, Golden 

Season Suite.
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Closed Christmas Day.

ZOOLights

December 12 – 14, 18 – Jan. 3

JacksonvilleZoo.org

$8 Members 
$10 Non-Members

Featuring LED displays throughout the Zoo, local artists and performers, 

warm weather ice skating and s’mores on the Great Lawn (additional charge).

Mon - Thurs 6 pm - 9:30 pm | Fri - Sun 6 pm - 10 pm

zoo231695_zoolights_ResNewspaper_Ad4.9167x3.875_rSG.indd   1 10/24/14   11:23 AM

Your Neighborhood’s 
Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant

San Marco
1959 San Marco Blvd.

399-8815

Baymeadows
3928 Baymeadows Rd. 

527-8649

$200 OFF Any PizzA
Expires 12/31/2014

Residents

Warm, fuzzy bears for cancer patients
Students at Hendricks 

Day School collected over 
200 new bears in October 
for the Buddy Bears Project 
and presented them to 
Jeannie Blaylock, First 
Coast News. Hendricks 
student Tori Williams 
shared about her own 
battle with cancer and 
that her Hendricks family 
helped her beat it by loving 
and supporting her.

STEAM Lab partners
Hendricks Day School 

hosts Hogan-Spring Glen 
Elementary School 5th 
grade students in its 
STEAM lab once a month. 
The new lab integrates 
science, technology, 
engineering, arts and 
mathematics so students 
and teachers can exchange 
the multidisciplinary nature 
of scientific concepts, principles and scientific exploration. 

San Jose area resident Peter Blay is Hendricks Day School’s science teacher and STEAM Lab 
Educator. Blay was excited to share Hendricks’ resources with the surrounding community and 
in turn receive stimulating ideas in the area of STEAM and STEM disciplines. The first exchange 
with Hogan-Spring Glen went extremely well, and the chair of their science department, Jeffrey 
Braden, was very pleased with the labs performed.

“My 5th graders really enjoyed and were engaged during the Physical Science STEAM Lab 
activities,” said Braden. “The best thing was reinforcing the science concepts previously taught 
in my class. Thank you, Peter and the staff of Hendricks Day School, for inviting the 5th graders 
and making us all feel welcomed.”

Walkathon kicks off with planning meeting
The Friends of Hendricks 

Walkathon Committee met last 
month at the home of Dayna 
Duncan to plan a Walkathon to 
raise funds for items that are 
budget shortfalls and projects 
that enhance overall learning at 
Hendricks Avenue Elementary 
School. The event will be held 
on Sat., Feb. 28, 2015, from 
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the 
Hendricks Avenue campus. 

Walkathon 2014 raised 
$49,133. Of that, 95% was spent on school 
needs to benefit every student at Hendricks. 
In addition, Hendricks students and families 
walked 932 miles.

Currently, the Walkathon 2015 committee is 
reaching out to the local business community 
to establish partnerships through The FOH 
Business Partners Program.  There are several 
partnership levels with associated benefits that 
allow for the business to gain exposure within 

the Hendricks community while supporting 
their local neighborhood elementary school.  
Last year, The Friends of Hendricks had 43 
business partnerships that raised $16,700.  

If your company is interested in being a 
business partner, contact Dayna Duncan 
at daynaduncan@gmail.com. For more 
information regarding Walkathon 2015, The 
FOH Business Partners Program, or to make 
an on-line donation, visit The Friends of 
Hendricks at www.FriendsofHendricks.org.

Echo Taps poignant, stirring in honor of veterans
Josh Calhoun of San Jose plays in a performance of 

“Echo Taps” with fellow student Grant Hill in the north 
and south towers of Bolles Hall on Veterans’ Day at 
The Bolles School, San Jose Campus. The color guard 
shared a demonstration in Ulmer Courtyard following 
the service. The Missing Man’s Table, a tradition begun 
by longtime Bolles faculty and administrator Julie 
Babcock, was on display in the Bolles Hall Lobby to 
honor faculty and staff members who are veterans.
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SJEDS honors military veterans, students learn the value of service
Veterans and military personnel from all 

branches of the United States military as 
well as the Royal Air Force were honored 
last month for their service to the country 
by students, faculty and staff and family 
members of San Jose Episcopal Day School. 

Special guests included the Naval Honor 
Color Guard, who presented the colors in true 
ceremonial form in honor of past, present and 
future military personnel.

“This is one of the most important 

programs we do each year,” stated Lori 
Menger, Head of School. “We think it is 
incredibly important to honor those who have 
served our country and given their lives, and 
at the same time teach our students about 
service and the value of our freedom.”

Father Steph Britt blessed a new American 
flag, which was presented to Navy veteran 
Tanya Mauro, Director of Finance and 
Operations for the school, and which now flies 
proudly above the campus.

Mock trial team scores in national competition

Described as “one of the strongest teams 
Bolles has ever fielded,” the Bolles Mock Trial 
Team received high marks during the Oct. 10 
Bulldog Invitational High School Mock Trial 
Tournament at Yale University. Bolles defeated 
some of the strongest mock trial teams in the 
country, including Phillips Exeter Academy and 
American Heritage Plantation, despite being 
new to the national competition.

The Bolles team followed a tough schedule 
of four three-hour trials against the schools, 
as well as Choate Rosemary Hall and two 
American Heritage campuses. Bolles’ overall 

record was two wins and two losses. Co-
Captain Sara Meadow took home a top 
attorney award.

“The team made a strong debut in a 
national competition, put Bolles on the 
interstate map as a real contender and shone 
as individuals at the highest level,” said team 
faculty sponsor Andrew Dickson, a San Marco 
resident.

The Bolles Mock Trial team includes Elina 
Doolabh, Sara Meadow, Amanda Segel (San 
Jose), Ari Dixon, Ben Kobrin (San Marco), Ian 
McCutcheon (San Marco) and Kiera Geraghty.

Bolles Bulldogs wrap homecoming with a win
Bolles Homecoming Week 

2014 wrapped up with an 
exciting 57-0 Bulldog win over 
the Baldwin Indians on Hodges 
Field on Oct. 17. The game 
topped off a fun-filled, busy 
week of theme dress and spirit 
days on all four campuses and a 
half-day of parades, parties, pep 
rallies and Powder Puff plays on 
Thursday.

Following a shortened 
schedule Oct. 16, students 
on the Upper School Campus 
flocked to the River Campus for 
a picnic lunch and bluff seats for 
the annual Homecoming Parade. 
The Homecoming Sweetheart 
Court, football players and 
cheerleaders rode in trucks and 
convertibles along the river road 
and through the Whitehurst 
Campus, throwing candy and 
sharing their Homecoming 
enthusiasm. Performances by 
the Bolles cheerleaders and 
Dance team also added to the 
afternoon spirit.

2014 Homecoming Sweethearts are seniors Amelia 
Hartje and Max Michael, both residents of San Jose. 
(Photo by Snappy Shots by Bev)
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Enduring
and endearing 
community traditionBy Robin Robinson

Resident Community News

The San Marco Garden Circle, 
formed in 1932, has always been 
very community-
minded with their 
projects. Starting in 
the early 1990s they 
put up a Christmas 
tree in the gazebo in 
Balis Park every year as 
a gift to the community. 
The tradition has been 
carried on for nearly 25 
years by this dedicated 
group. The decorations 
and tree which they install 
are the focal point of San 
Marco Square during 
the holidays and provide 
a festive setting for Santa 
to greet children during 
the merchant sponsored 
Holiday Magic event in early 
December.

In the early years of the Christmas Tree Project, Wes Taylor of Oaklawn 

Cemetery donated live trees to be used. The decorating committee, 

including Judy Brown, Debbie Barnes, Barbara Hall-Elmore, Cathy 

Watkiss, Lori Boyer, Suzanne Perritt and the late Barbara Puckett, 

is shown here with Taylor the day the tree was delivered. Many of these 

women continue to be members of the San Marco Garden Circle today.
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4460 Hendricks Avenue | 904.636.7772
OPEN SUNDAYS 12-5 ’TIL CHRISTMAS.
openroadbicycles.com

Must Present Coupon. Hendricks Location Only. Expires 12/31/14.
10%Off All Bikes

Open Road Bicycles is your holiday
bicycle headquarters. We have bikes for
the whole family and stocking stuffers too!

FREE Layaway.
Open Sundays after
Thanksgiving.

Helping Santa
Deliver the Goods
for Two Decades

Resident Ad-Christmas 2014  11/14/14  6:15 PM  Page 1

Lori Nemeyer Boyer and Suzanne Perritt 
work together to get the job done.

Barbara Hall-Elmore 
is shown installing 

decorations on a 
lamp post.

The late Barbara Puckett is shown with 
Janet Hogshead steadying the ladder 

for a fellow volunteer.

Lamp posts also needed to be 

decorated for the holidays. Lori 

Nemeyer Boyer is shown putting 

the finishing touches on one.

BuildersWSMerry Christmas  
and Happy New Year from 
Bernie, Tallulah, and Oliver. 904.388.2883

wsbuildersjacksonville.com

call speir or Heather bryant.

904.410.0127
4331 Longfellow St. 32210
Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com
www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

• Network set-up
• Computer clean-up 
• Installation & consultation 
• Small business & home

Don’t let Hackers give you the gift of viruses for Christmas!
Ortega Computer Repair

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30 • Saturday: 10:30 - 4:00



Tiny heart 
surgery incisions 
mean more 
big fish stories.

We’re the region’s leader in minimally invasive heart 
procedures. As the first hospital in the region to provide 
Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR), patients 
experience less pain, a faster recovery and a second chance 
at life. Learn more at jaxhealth.com/heartleaders.


