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Residents living near Willow Branch 
Creek would like to wrap up a nearly three-
year-long bridge project before further 
damage is done.

The rainy spring and summer which 
plagued most of the Riverside Avenue/
Willow Branch Creek bridge project during 
2013 promises to be a matter of déjà vu this 
year and fears of flooding are on residents’ 
minds, particularly those who live on 
Riverside, St. Johns and Willow Branch 
Avenues and on Willow Branch Terrace.

In 2012, the City of Jacksonville awarded 
a bid to David Touring, president of The 
Touring Company, to rebuild a portion 
of Riverside Avenue over Willow Branch 
Creek. Designed as an intersection 
improvement, the project included 
widening Riverside Avenue over the creek 
and adding sidewalks.

The $325,000 project included installation 
of balustrades to replace the original set 
on the west side of Riverside Avenue. By 
the time the project was mostly complete 
in December 2013, Touring had spent an 
additional $250,000 out of pocket and was 
unable to order the balustrades.

During the course of the project, 
severe rainstorms caused the temporary 

Residents question progress on over-budget, incomplete project

The yacht basin fed by Willow Branch Creek has no water flow except during high tide of the St. Johns 
River. Silt and construction debris in the creek between St. Johns Avenue and Riverside Avenue clog 
the flow.

construction dams to be breached, sending 
silt and construction debris into Willow 
Branch Creek and into the yacht basin. 
This washout only added to the silt that was 
deposited some months prior from a JEA 
water main blowout. Both Touring and the 
JEA share responsibility for cleanup.

Unsafe, unhealthy situation

The situation is unsatisfactory, according 
to Cathleen Murphy, who lives on Willow 

Branch Terrace. She said the water in the 
creek is stagnant and unhealthy for marine 
life and water fowl that fish in the creek.

“The silt cleanup was supposed to be 
part of the bridge project, but still nothing 
has been done,” she stated in a 630-CITY 
service request on May 30, 2015. Her request 
continues, “After hundreds of cubic feet of 
silt and soil were dumped into the creek it’s 
completely unnavigable. Removing the silt 
and debris will ensure safe water flow for 

ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge is 
personal for 
Avondale man

ALS, or amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, typically strikes people 
between the ages of 40 and 70. 
Avondale resident Harold McKeon, 
60, joined the ranks of approximately 
20,000 Americans who have been 
diagnosed with ALS, including well-
known athletes, actors, musicians and 
politicians such as baseball players 
Lou Gehrig (after whom the disease 
is nicknamed) and Jim “Catfish” 
Hunter, actor David Niven, Senator 
Jacob Javits, musicians Lead Belly and 
Charles Mingus, and scientist Stephen 
Hawking, who has the rare, early-
onset, slow-progressing form of ALS.

Learn why August is an important 
month in the fight against ALS 
and how McKeon is living with his 
diagnosis.

‘Glitch art’ draws patrons
Charles and Marilyn Gilman were among 
many patrons who gathered to preview a new 
Project Atrium installation at MOCA. 

Read more on page 25 >>>

Women’s Center applauds 20 
who made a difference
Shirley Webb, executive director, Trisha Meili, 
Amy Ziering, award-winning filmmaker and 
keynote speaker, and Morgan Moeller at the 
Women, Words & Wisdom speaker event, 
which celebrated unsung heroes.     

Read more on page 25 >>>

Read more on page 38 >>>

Iconic neighborhood sports bar goes down .................................... page 4
Community rallies for family of shooting victim .............................. page 9
Craft brewers, customers glad growler ban is gone ...................... page 11
Bike-pedestrian public comment deadline looms ......................... page 12
Nonprofit group gains momentum against river access closure .... page 14
One man’s dream another man’s desire ....................................... page 23
Back to school – see Who’s Who ................................................. page 40

Read more on page 33 >>>

Harold McKeon gasps in shock as friends 
dump icy water on him in support of his fight 
against ALS.

A Colorful Debut
The 2015 Debutante Coterie season opened June 12 as 11 

young ladies were introduced to society during the Magnolia 
Ball at the Timuquana Country Club. The debutantes will take 
their final bow on December 19 at the Commodore’s Ball held 
annually at the Florida Yacht Club.

The coterie includes (front) Catherine Elizabeth Barton, 
Susan Kirby Chaffin, Brooke Randolph Robertson, Sarah 
Torrey Irving, Ashley Alexandria Mallard Acree. Back: 
Catherine Childress Lee, Emma Elizabeth Newton, Emma 
Elizabeth McCormack, Lee Harden Wimberley, Caitlyn Joan 
Risley, Allison Poole Boyd. (Photo courtesy of J Masterson Photography)
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Miami-based real estate broker 
Jeff Morr recently acquired a few 
more Jacksonville properties, 
specifically two in the 5 Points retail 
area, spending $1.725 million in 
total for the properties.

In June, Morr picked up the 60-year-
old retail strip building at 813 Lomax 
Street, from Carl Stoudemire of Lomax 
Partnership LLC, for $475,000. He 
also purchased the Fans and Stoves 
Antiques Mall building at 1059 Park 
Street, for $1,250,000. Built in 1920, the 
building had been a longtime “home” 
to a variety of antique booths. That 
property was owned by John and 
Jean Grant-Dooley and leased to the 
antiques mall.

“One [property, 1059 Park Street] 
was unofficially on the market,” said 
Morr. “The other was located by my 
exclusive agent Mathew Clark with 
Prime Realty.”  

Morr said he loves the energy of 
5 Points, hopes to join the 5 Points 
Merchants Association and is very 
excited about the 5 Points Concept 
Plan, which will help him with 
future plans for the antiques mall 
building when that lease runs out 
in nine months. In the meantime, 
he indicated he would renovate the 
façade of the Lomax Street building in 
the coming months.

Miami investor makes second foray into Riverside
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Cash DOES talk -- and buyers often 
get better deals by offering a seller cash. 
But….if you get a mortgage on the 
house AFTER the sale, you’ll have to 
wait several months (the banks call this a 
seasoning period), pay a higher interest 
rate AND you’ll have significant closing 
costs like title insurance that the seller pays for 
if you finance the property as part of the purchase.  I 
recommend presenting the offer as a loan with no financing 
contingency. This lets the seller know you have cash & will 
close in cash if you don’t get the financing — which should 
give you the same leverage as a straight cash offer!

1734 Challen avenue, avondale, $485K
3BR/2.5BA In the Heart of the Historic District, this 
charming Mediterranean Home offers fabulous curb 

appeal, walking distance to the Shoppes, tall ceilings, 
gleaming hardwood floors, barrel tile roof, on demand 

gas water heater, newer AC’s, light filled sunroom 
and more! Hurry!

I have the ability to pay cash 
for a house but would rather 
get financing (a mortgage) 
because the interest rates are 
so low and I can also keep 

my money invested. Can I get 
a better deal if I pay cash but then 

get a mortgage on the property after closing?

NEW 
LISTING!

Email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale
3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181

www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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3890 Bettes CirCle, ortega
4BR/3.5BA plus a 1BR/1BA Guest House Located on one 
of the most coveted streets in Ortega - Bettes Circle. Rare, 
newer construction home has it all! Marvin windows and 
doors, wide plank heart pine floors, tall ceilings, fabulous 

floorplan, sparkling pool, guest house, gourmet kitchen -- the 
complete package! Houses like this don’t come along often!

AllIson
stEIlbErg

rEAltor®

A top agent with over  
23 Million in Sales in 2014

904.252.5181

Ask 
Allison

NEW 
LISTING!

1389 Wolfe street, avondale, $185K
3BR/2BA Darling bungalow within walking distance 

to Orsay and just a few blocks from great parks and the 
shoppes! Brand new roof, gleaming heart pine floors, 
one car garage, fenced back yard and more. Very 

attractively priced! This one won’t last!

NEW 
LISTING!

The four-unit retail building at 813 Lomax was recently sold to a Miami investor.

The new owner of 1059 Park Street hasn’t made any decisions about whether Shaun Thurston’s iconic 
mural will stay.

Correction
In the article, “Owners give historic Lane-

Towers House ground-up renovation” on page 
27 in the July issue, a person was inadvertently 
misidentified in the photo at the top of page 29. 
The caption should have read: The renovation 

team of Michael Rogers, lead carpenter; Charles 
Scaff, general contractor; John and Yvonne 
Hove; Daniel Greer, project manager for the 
Lane Group; Doug Lane, architect and owner of 
the Lane Group. The Resident regrets the error.

Buys two buildings 
in 5 Points area

Through the Lens of Lee -Margare t
National Award Winning Photographs from Underwater to Mountaintops

Lee-Margaret Borland
4224 Herschel Street • 904-387-8710 • Email: lborland@3720.com

www.throughthelensoflee-margaret.com
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and Archival 
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RIVERFRONT ESTATE
4091 TIMUQUANA RD - $1,775,000

Georgian estate, 4/3/1, 4528sf, 100’x404’ lot
5015 ORTEGA FARMS BV - $799,000
Breathtaking riverfront, 4354sqft, 112’x446’ lot

165 CAPE HATTERAS DR - $435,900
2-yr-old 4/3, $50K in builder upgrades

5303 ORTEGA BLVD #203 - $229,000
Spacious 3/2 twnhome in Ortega’s Southpointe

COASTAL OAKSCONTRACT PENDING SOUTHPOINTE
Fred Miller

904.699.6459

904.388.0000
fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support 
Angels for Allison 

with a donation for 
every transaction.

BACK ON THE MARKET
5012 ORTEGA BLVD - $264,000
Charming brick 3/2, 2186sf, lovely yard

5128 ARAPAHOE AVENUE – $289,000
Spacious Ortega Terrace contemporary, 2540sf

344 MILWAUKEE AVE - $285,000
Commercial bldg in OP, office+warehouse

NEW LOW PRICE PRICE REDUCED
1467 BELVEDERE AVENUE - $330,000

Adorable bungalow in Historic Avondale, 3/2

JUST LISTED

Thank you for twenty years  
of home sales trust.

Anne Clay McNulty
904.334.3433

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

Carrie Inman Cessna
904.707.8038

Ellen Gould
904.716.9106

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Jen Kent
904.874.7865

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

Chase O’Steen
904.838.8727

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136

SOLD
4586 ORTEGA ISLAND DR

Spectacular Georgian riverfront 5/4.5, 7500sf
4939 MORVEN RD - $3,100,000

Amazing lot, 5/4.5 home, pool & guest house
1461 AVONDALE AVE - $389,000
1924 two-story, 2811sqft, 3/3, big rooms

RIVERFRONT ESTATE HISTORIC HOMETed Miller
904.463.1731

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

3925 JEAN ST - $219,000
Spacious & updated 3/1, garage + carport

UPDATED

SOLD
1818 ELIZABETH PLACE

Immaculate 3/2 near river & Shoppes
4333 VENETIA BLVD - $1,299,000

Lovely waterfront 4/5.5, 4428sf, pool/dock/lift
7123 HANSON DRIVE S - $189,900

Split level 4/2.5, 115’ x 119 lot, pool
4355 ST JOHNS AVE - $229,000

Charming 2-story 3/2, LR w/fp, recent updates

JUST LISTEDPOOLREDUCEDBeverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698

2854 IONIC AVE - $399,000
Renovated one-story, 4/2, 2642sf in Ortega

5043 ORTEGA FARMS BLVD - $689,000
Serene one-story riverfront 3/3, 2649sf, pool

4700 IROQUOIS AVE - $419,000
Charming 3/3, 2898sf in Ortega Terrace

1427 BELVEDERE AVE - $389,000
Delightful 2-story brick 4/2.5, open kitchen

FOUR BEDROOMS RIVERFRONT LOWER PRICE
Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

HISTORIC AVONDALE

4300 LAKESIDE DR - $399,000
Gorgeous riverfront 3/2, 3rd floor, must see!

2526 COLLEGE ST
Riverside Craftsman, 2-story 4/2

1233 RENNSELAER AVE - $159,000
Nicely updated 3/1 bungalow in Riverside

12635 PINE MARSH WAY  - $159,900
Lovely lakeside 3/2 in Cedar Glen, 1725sf

ORTEGA BAY SOLD IN 60 DAYS CONTRACT PENDING
Alise Ferranti
904.434.0767

NEW LISTING
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Edgewood EleganceSelling

Lion’s
theShare

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

The Legends of Real Estate
8777 San Jose Blvd., #903
(904) 708.3173

 

Dee Benson
RealtoR®

deebenson214@gmail.com

A rare opportunity to own one 
of Jacksonville’s magnificent 
and significantly historic 
riverfront homes. The recipient 
of two coveted awards, Best 
Rehabilitation of the Year 
from Jacksonville Historic 
Preservation Commission and 
the Phoenix Award presented 
by the Northeast Florida 
Builders Association.
Reduced to $2,590,000.NEw PricE

FRENCH CUISINE RAW BAR CHARCUTERIE CRAFT COCKTAILS

3630 PARK STREET  |  HISTORIC AVONDALE  |  RESTAURANTORSAY.COM  |  904.381.0909

SATURDAY
BRUNCH
AT ORSAY

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Residents were surprised at how 
quickly the former Yesterday’s Sports 
Bar was reduced to a pile of concrete. 
On June 30, the building was razed in 
less than a day.

“Yesterday’s was standing last night. 
At around 2 p.m., it was gone! A huge 
pile of rubble and debris remains,” said 
Elaine Starling, a nearby resident and 
owner of Historic Tours of Jacksonville.

Michael Cerni, who lives across the 
street, was quick to capture before and 
after photos of the demolition. Although 
he grew up in the area and recalls it as 
a fairly busy commercial center, he said 
he’s not unduly saddened by the demise 
of Yesterday’s.

“I think the new restaurant will 
enhance property values in the 
surrounding Avondale neighborhood,” 
Cerni said. “I hated to see the building go, 
but ultimately I think the neighborhood 

Yesterday’s goes down quickly; work begins on South Kitchen & Spirits

will be better off.”
After the dust cleared, passers-by 

could see an old painted advertisement 
had been revealed on the side of the 
Restaurant Orsay. “RC Cola” it read, 
along with a hard to discern name 

of a former business, a grocery, a 
confectionary or a hardware store, 
according to residents.

The restaurant’s architect, Jeff Lane, 
founder of Lane Architecture, said 
exposing the old advertisement was a 
surprise bonus.

“We were going to put a wall there 
[to visually differentiate the two 
restaurants], but now we won’t,” said 
Lane, who specializes in clubhouse 
projects, such as the renovation of 
the Timuquana Country Club, the 
Jacksonville Golf and Country Club, 
Glen Kernan and others.

There have been mixed feelings among 
residents about tearing down what was 
an iconic gathering place. Lane said the 

intent at the beginning was to try to 
renovate as much as possible, although 
his preference was to build new. 

“I didn’t think the original building was 
that attractive to begin with, but there 
were some nice things about it,” he said. 
“But structurally it would have been a 
really difficult thing to do and much more 
expensive than to build new.” 

The condition of the building made 
the decision easier. Lane said the interior 
steel columns supporting the building 
were rusted completely through and were 
not touching the ground; they were not 
attached at the floor. “That old building 
was dangerous. That made it easy to 
demolish,” he said. “Now I think we’re 
enhancing the site and the neighborhood.”

During zoning discussions and 
coordinating with Riverside Avondale 
Preservation, Lane said owner Jason 
Motley met with RAP executive director 
Carmen Godwin, who gave him a list 
of things she wanted done. “He said, 
‘We will do all of these,’” said Lane. “We 
presented this plan twice to the Historic 
Commission and the first time they felt 
we weren’t being traditional enough. 
When we presented it a second time, 
they said we hit it out of the park.”

Lane expects to start site work in 
August and estimates eight months for 
construction. He hopes they will be 
serving around May 1. “Things are going 
to get active in about two weeks,” he said. 
“We have some tearing up to do, pull out 

Yesterday’s, before the demolition on June 30. (Photo by Michael Cerni)

continued on page 5 >>>
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slabs, start trenches for foundations.”
The original plan called for a brick 

veneer with a whitewash, but now 
Lane is looking at options for different 
materials on the exterior to save some 
money. Whatever he does will have 
to be presented before the Historic 
Commission Board and RAP.

The construction company selected 
to build the 6400-square-foot restaurant 
and 1,200-square-foot covered patio 

is The Angelo Group, Inc. Lane 
recommended Janet Whitmill as the 
landscape architect.

“The nice thing about this site is that it’s 
about the only site in Riverside/Avondale 
that has its own parking,” Lane said. “The 
reality is the zoning for this particular 
part of town doesn’t require a lot of 
parking because it’s trying to encourage a 
lot of walking or biking. On a really good 
day the parking lot will be full.”

Architectural rendering of the South Kitchen & Spirits restaurant proposed for the corner of Park and 
Dancy Streets.

Demolition of the former Yesterday’s Sports Bar revealed an old advertisement for Royal Crown Cola 
painted on the outer wall of Restaurant Orsay. The building dates back to 1927, and Michael Cerni 
believes the sign dates back to the late 1930s or early 1940s prior to when the demolished building was 
constructed in 1946.

Call Your Local
Mortgage Experts

• 5% Down Jumbo Loans*
• 3% Down Conventional Loans*
• 0% Down VA Loans*

*For qualified buyers. Restrictions apply.

We find the best rates and 
terms for you, including:

Howard M. Dyal
President, Founder and
Principal Broker
NMLS# 333109

(904) 222-0000 |  www.ProdigyHomeLoans.com
1844 Atlantic Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207  |  NMLS #342918

Serving San Marco and
Riverside since 1999

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Developers looking for prime 
Riverside Avenue real estate 
across the street from two of the 
historic district’s up and coming 
developments can have 1.2 acres 
for $1.9 million.

However, it’s not likely there 
would be more than one lucky 
buyer for the CRO-zoned property.

“The YMCA is not closed to 
any potential buyers,” said Dave 
Auchter, executive vice president 
of NAI Hallmark Partners which has 
the listing, “but it is unlikely it would be 
subdivided as it’s a small lot.”

The parcel will sit in front of the future 
Winston Family YMCA, which will have 
the river view. Across the street are the 
220 Riverside apartments, Brooklyn 
Station, and The Brooklyn Riverside 
apartments. Also in the local area are 
businesses with nearly 7,000 employees, 
providing potential customers for a 
restaurant or other retail establishment.

“Following the opening of the 
Winston Family YMCA, the parcel of 
land underlying the Yates Family YMCA 
will become available for commercial 
development,” said Eric Mann, president 
and CEO of the YMCA of Florida’s 
First Coast. “With 250 linear feet of 
frontage along Riverside Avenue, it’s an 

attractive opportunity for businesses 
looking to become a part of one of the 
most dynamic and quickly growing 
neighborhoods in our city.”

The YMCA’s future neighbor has 
the opportunity to be a mixed-use 
development, possibly retail on the street 
level with residential or office above. The 
buzz has already started.

“The [sale] announcement has already 
generated lots of interest and several 
offers, but the Y has the luxury of time 
and can be very selective about the offer 
it accepts,” Auchter said.

The YMCA board of directors will 
most likely be somewhat picky about 
their new neighbor, reserving the right 
to have a voice in the sale.

“The Y want its members to get the 
right value and the right neighbor,” said 
Auchter.

Riverside frontage for sale

Bird’s-eye view of the future layout of YMCA property 
on Riverside Avenue. The new Winston Family YMCA 
is being built with a waterfront view, giving up its 
Riverside Avenue frontage for new development.
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“No parking” stripes on St. Johns Avenue 
northbound at the intersection of Edgewood 
Avenue.  (Photo supplied by FDOT)

You asked for it!

An Avondale resident has posed the 
question “Why was both sides of St. Johns 
Avenue in the block between Talbot Avenue 
and Edgewood Avenue striped this year?” 
The resident claims at least six parking spots 
have been eliminated from this one-block 
area. He further noted he had asked the 
Jacksonville Transportation Authority if this 
striping was a requirement for bus stops 
and was told by Brad Thoburn, JTA vice 
president, the JTA did not request the hash 

mark striping.
The resident, who wishes to remain 

unnamed, said, “There may have been 
a few old stripes at the intersection of 
Edgewood and intersection of Talbot but 
not near as many as now. The long stretch 
of striping from Edgewood going west on 
the south side of St. Johns is all new. And 
the medium stretch of striping at Talbot on 
the north side of St. Johns is much more 
than before. Look at the striping across 

Resident questions need for 
striping on St. Johns Avenue

St. Johns on the south side; it is less than 
on the north side.” 

He stated another Avondale resident 
met with a Florida Department of 
Transportation traffic engineer a few 
months ago who told the resident he did 
the plans for the striping and “saw no 
reason now for all the striping.”

Since St. Johns Avenue (State Route 
211) is owned and managed by the Florida 
Department of Transportation, The Resident 
reached out to Ron Tittle, FDOT Public 
Information Officer, for some answers.

“As you can tell in the photo there is old 
striping paint beneath the newer stripes 
indicating the stripes have been there for 
a while,” Tittle stated. “I’ll have to check 
with our traffic ops also to determine the 
requirement for striping [at that location].”

Tittle further noted when he took the 
photo above, oncoming traffic was blocked 

Letter to 
the Editor
Letter to 

the Editor
Letter to 

the Editor

Reader addresses several issues on her mind
In response to the Striping Letter 

appearing in the June 2015 issue, I agree 
the way this was done did create more 
problems than alleviate problems. This 
process made a one-way street out of 
Post and College Streets. These streets 
were previously one-way and need to be 
returned to one-way. If Post was returned 
to one-way going west and College one-way 
going east, I believe this would do away 
with weaving in and out of parked cars 
to get to your destination. One-way from 
Margaret Street to McDuff should take care 
of the major traffic problems. These streets 

are very dangerous as they are.
Now about the alley problems as 

addressed in the July issue. Originally this 
area was designed with alleys; let’s not lose 
this historic feature. Some people still access 
their property and garages via the alleys. It 
takes very little time to maintain from your 
property line to the center of the alley. If 
everyone would do this when they maintain 
their lawns the alley problem would be 
solved. I personally don’t want the alleys 
deeded back to the property owner as there 
is a telephone line going down our alley and 
I know at some time the utility company will 

need access to this and I don’t want them in 
my backyard.

Now to the upkeep and recycle bin 
issue. These recycle bins are great for 
their [intended] recycling use but come 
on, folks, they do not look good as yard 
decoration. Please keep them out of view 
from the street. Riverside and Avondale 
is a unique area. Let’s keep our lawns 
maintained and buildings free of those 
climbing vines which destroy the siding, 
and make the area one to be desired by 
future home buyers and businesses.

Sandra (McInturf) Pauley

by a truck with a lawn maintenance trailer 
parked past the striping, indicating safety 
may be a reason. 

After reaching out to FDOT, The 
Resident was told by the Avondale resident 
he had been contacted by the FDOT 
traffic engineer who indicated they felt 
confident they could recapture some 
spaces for parking.

4320 Venetia Blvd.
Sold
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clark laBlOnd
Director of Career Development
904-537-6149
clablond@vanguardcb.com

Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated.

allen leWiS
Sales Manager
904.705.2086

allen.lewis@everbank.com
NMLS ID#433503

Stop by to visit Everbank’s Sales Manager Allen Lewis  
for an update on mortgages and rates.

Coldwell Banker
V A N G U A R D  R E A L T Y

Every home has a story...
Create Your Story With Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!

Historic district Historic districtHistoric district

3678 Eloise Street
Russell Dubier, 904-718-0269

1846 Mallory Street #6
Wade Griffin, 904-534-0969

343 West 5th Street
Tony Caribaltes, 904-536-5779

$235,000

Historic district Other areasHistoric district

2547 Herschel Street
Anne Rain, 904-472-9809

1220 Seminole Road
Seth Kimball, 904-270-0210

$550,000

Other areasOther areas

1351 Kennesaw Lane
Ruth Parish, 904-343-4406

$215,000

19049 Crews Road
Erica Davis, 904-219-0954

$224,900

2697 Dellwood Avenue
Seth Kimball, 904-270-0210

Other areas

1751 Patricia Lane
Dulce Lake, 904-589-7057

$125,000

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard.  It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  A Realogy Company.  All 
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving” 
are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Under cOnTracT

When Todd and Meg were searching for their first home, a pet friendly 
neighborhood was extremely important to them. Avondale provides an excellent 
community for all pet owners and comrades. Whether walking through the local 
shops, bike riding through the many parks, or hanging out on the porch, pets are 
often accompanying their human companions.

Their new home on Azalea Drive, one of the neighborhoods many beautiful tree-lined 
streets, is shared with their adorable cat, Georgie, who was adopted through a 
rescue event. He provides a wonderful therapeutic and comedic presence to their 
home. Seth Kimball of Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty helped them find the perfect 
home for their family.

Saturday, august 15th from 10am-2pm,  
coldwell Banker Vanguard realty is sponsoring our first “caturday”!

CBV will be partnering with Animal Care and Protective Services and The Friends 
of Jacksonville Animals, Inc. to create an adoption event for kittens and cats for the 
neighborhood! All of the furry felines will be neutered/spayed and up to date on 
shots. Adoption fees will apply. We are also accepting donations that day to benefit 
Friends of Jacksonville Animals, Inc. for anyone who wants to help save lives but 
cannot commit to an adoption at this time.

Come on by for some cuddles and snuggles with cats and kittens needing “furever” homes!

Under cOnTracT Under cOnTracT

Under cOnTracT

Wade 
Griffin

534.0969

anne 
rain 

472.9809

Seth 
kimball
270.0210

christie 
radney 
962.3049

Tripp 
newsom
234.6117

Sherry 
faircloth 
463.7649

ann 
Baxley 

504.7573

russell 
dubier

718.0269

Teresa 
Graham 
568.7230

dulce  
lake 

589.7057

Haley 
Hartley 

703.0423

ruth
Parish

343-4406

Patricia
Orange

612.0211

krys 
O’rourke
314.2333

Tony 
caribaltes
536.5779

erica 
davis

219.0954
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Four weeks after the Request for 
Proposal was issued on May 27, Riverside 
Avondale Preservation received four bids 
for the two-acre John Gorrie Dog Park at 
Riverside Park. 

Riverside Avondale Preservation chose 
Gilmore-Street based Hager Construction 
Company, which built the Springfield Dog 
Park and has experience working with both 
the City of Jacksonville and the Florida 
Department of Transportation.

“They are really excited about doing 
the project,” said Carmen Godwin, RAP 
executive director. “They are right down 
the street and it’s something they have 
been keeping an eye on for a while and 
watching it develop.”

The RFP stated that the project, while 
privately managed, will occur on land 
belonging to both the FDOT and the city. 
Funding will be provided, through RAP, 
from both city and private philanthropic 
sources. As such, the preferred bidder 
will be required to submit a detailed 
schedule of values outlining the explicit 
costs of items to be paid for by City 
funds, which will have to be approved 
in City Council legislation. The City 
of Jacksonville is expected to provide 
$150,000 towards the project’s cost, to 
be reimbursed to RAP according to the 
schedule of values, after work is inspected 
and approved by City officials.

The total buildout budget for the off-

leash park is $300,000. Fifty percent of the 
budget is funded by the City of Jacksonville 
District 14 funds ($100,000), and District 
3 funds ($50,000), then matched by private 
funds and donations, which came from The 
Delores Barr Weaver Foundation ($50,000), 
The Elizabeth Brown Foundation ($30,000), 
Pet Paradise ($10,000) and the remaining 
$60,000 through Dog Days of Summer 
fundraising, purchase of pavers, and 
donations. An additional $10,000 is needed 
to pay for five years of maintenance.

“We were honored that the dog park 
project received a generous donation 
of $30,000 from the Elizabeth Brown 
Foundation,” Godwin stated. “Ms. Brown 
was an avid protector of animals, particularly 
dogs and cats, and we are grateful to have 
her memory and work live on at the John 
Gorrie Dog Park at Riverside Park.”

Godwin estimates that after the 
legislation is drafted it will take six weeks 
to go through City Council. Approval of 
the legislation will permit contracts to be 
signed and work to begin on the site.

The estimated construction timeline 
is eight weeks; the park has been nearly 
three years in the planning and fundraising 
stage. Godwin hopes that the park will be 
completed by end of year or early in 2016.

Pavers can still be purchased through 
the end of August and then an order will 
be placed. To buy a paver, go to www.
bricksrus.com/order/riversidedogpark/ 

Contractor chosen for John Gorrie 
Dog Park; may be open by year’s end

Memorial Park Restoration Challenge 
Grant reaches halfway mark

Less than a month after 
launching its campaign, 
the Memorial Park 
Association announced 
it has received donations 
of more than $10,000, 
taking it more than 
halfway to its fundraising 
goal of $20,000. The 
association will receive 
a $20,000 Matching 
Restoration Challenge 
Grant from the Delores 
Barr Weaver Fund 
upon completion of this 
fundraising goal.

All funds from this 
campaign will support 
restoration of the park’s 
facilities, including the 
entry gate and the fencing 
along Riverside Avenue. 
Community contributions 
may be made at 
memparkjax.org/donate. 

The Delores Barr Weaver 
Fund at The Community 
Foundation for Northeast 
Florida was established in 
2012 with a $50 million 
gift. It remains the largest 
gift in the Foundation’s 51-
year history.Agnes Danciger, board president and Paula Skitsko, 

board member, updating the Restoration Challenge 
Grant signs in Memorial Park.

Player registration now oPen!

Individual Player $250 - provides 40 meals for seniors 
Foursomes $1,000 - provides 160 meals for seniors

includes cart and greens fees, lunch, cocktail hour and golfer gift

Visit www.agingtrue.org/events to sign-up today!

For more information on sponsorships or player registration 
please contact rosa rivera, Development Coordinator 

904.807.1307 • RRivera@agingtrue.org

•   Through the generous support of our 
sponsors and participants, over $80,000 
was generated from last year’s Golf 
Classic, providing over 10,000 meals 
for seniors in our community.

•   Our goal this year is to surpass those 
figures, as over 900 seniors remain on 
the waiting list for Aging True’s Meals 
on Wheels program.

to BeneFit 
Meals on wheels

october 6, 2015

Jacksonville Jaguar Place Kicker  
JOSH SCOBEE 

Celebrity Host and Co-Chair
11:00 am Registration/Lunch • 12:30 pm Shot Gun Start

Magnificent 
River Views
$1,300,000

Close to everything in 
historic Riverside, this corner 

unit features 3,000+ sf, 
3 Br, 3.5 Ba, a library/office, 

neighborhood and riverfront 
terraces offering gorgeous 

panoramic views.

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670, POnte Vedra BeaCh, Fl 32082
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Selling the Best of the First Coast Lifestyle

PRICE REDUCED
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“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

904.516.5973
Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More

904.994.1840

Beautifully renovated  
2 story home with 2 car garage 

3/1.5 1,672 sqft

4622 Ramona 
Boulevard
$195,000

Taft Alexander, GRI
Realtor®

TaftAlexander.com

One story brick ranch 
near the shops. 
3/2 1,780 sqft 

1805 Shadowlawn 
Street

$325,000

A member of the franchisee 
system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC.

Under ContractUnder Contract

Timothy Fee, MD William A. Wallace, MD Patrick L. Basile, MD

L O V E  Y O U R

skin

4147 Southpoint Drive East | Jacksonville, FL 32216 | (904) 332-6774
1679 Eagle Harbor Parkway, Ste. C | Fleming Island, FL 32003 | (904) 375-0163

At Coastal Cosmetic Center, we believe that every person is unique 

and so is every procedure.  Our mission is to educate our patients on 

procedures and outcomes and personalize each treatment plan to 

exceed our patients’ expectations on every level.  Call us today!

www.coastalcosmetic.com

O U R  team OF BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEONS:

Specializing in plastic surgery & aesthetic skin care.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Over 100 people from the Riverside 
Avondale community turned out for a 
candlelight vigil July 23 on the Kickbacks 
Gastropub patio. 

They gathered despite the downpour to pay 
their respects to Daniel Rowe, 20, a former 
Kickbacks employee who worked as a bus boy 
across the street at The Blind Rabbit.

Rowe was shot to death on July 22 shortly 
after 10 p.m. while taking trash out to the 
dumpster behind the restaurant, as a favor 
to another employee. Rowe’s father Steven, 
a chef at Kickbacks, was also working that 
night and heard the news from a chef at 
The Blind Rabbit.

No one at The Blind Rabbit would speak 
to The Resident on July 24, the day they 
re-opened, but Steve Flores, co-owner of 
Kickbacks, said that Rowe was an awesome 
guy. “The speculation out there is that it 
was a drug deal gone bad, but that wasn’t 
it,” said Flores. “If you knew Dan, you knew 
that wasn’t the case.”

Flores said the mood around the 
restaurant has been very somber. In the 
10 years that Kickbacks has been open 
on King Street, Flores said his restaurant 
only had one similar incident, but it ended 
differently. “Someone tried to rob one of 
our cooks who was out back on a break. 
The cook just laughed and said, ‘I’m a cook. 
Do I look like I have any money on me?’”

Kickbacks has a policy of walking their 
late night workers to their cars and also 
proactively offers to escort customers to the 
vehicles. 

District 14 Councilman Jim Love 
requested a street light be put up behind The 

Councilman Love 
requests more 
street lights

Community reacts to shooting, rallies to support family

Blind Rabbit on College Street. “There are 
already two lights on College and another 
pole behind the restaurant so we could put 
another light there,” he said. “The owners are 
also putting in new lights in the back.”

In fact, the Jacksonville Energy Authority 
(JEA) was already installing new lights on 
July 24. “JEA installed three street lights, 
one on the pole on College and two in 
the alley at the request of the City and 
representatives of the building respectively,” 
said Gerri Boyce, JEA media relations.

When asked about the need for 
additional street lighting, Flores said 
Kickbacks was limited to what it could 
install. “If they are too bright, they will shut 
off the photo cell for the street lights [on 
King Street],” he said. He plans to add some 
small lights across the top of the building 
and under the patio canopy.

Love, who is the City of Jacksonville’s 
liaison with the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office, 
said that murder is very rare in the Riverside 
Avondale area. “The highest types of 
crimes are when people leave their vehicles 
unlocked,” he said. “It takes a lot of time 
and energy for the police to investigate car 
burglaries. People need to lock their cars.”

The councilman, who owns an insurance 
agency right across the street from The 
Blind Rabbit, said he has a lot of lighting 
behind his building to help people walk 

back to their cars after a late night at bars 
and restaurants on King Street.

 Love also requested some additional police 
surveillance in the area. “This is very, very 
tragic. I feel bad for the family of Daniel Rowe 
and want to track down the killers ASAP.”

The community has also banded together 
to raise funds for Rowe’s family. He left 
behind a fiancée, and two daughters. A 
Go Fund Me account passed its $10,000 
goal in four days and Flores said donations 

people bring to Kickbacks is given directly 
to Rowe’s father Steven. Those wishing to 
donate to the memorial fund, go to www.
gofundme.com/8g3k28nq3k.

Any citizen with information that may 
help JSO detectives in this investigation are 
asked to call JSO at (904) 630-0500, or email 
JSOCrimeTips@jaxsheriff.org. You can also call 
First Coast Crime Stoppers at (866) 845-8477 
(TIPS) and remain completely anonymous and 
be eligible for a reward up to $3,000.

Daniel Rowe’s bicycle was turned into a 
makeshift memorial behind The Blind Rabbit 
after he was shot and killed July 22 while taking 
trash out to the dumpster.

The dark alleyway that stretches behind The 
Blind Rabbit and other businesses on that block 
will benefit from new lights installed by JEA after 
the shooting.

JEA installs new street lights two days after the 
shooting of a bus boy behind The Blind Rabbit.

JSO will share process on forming a neighborhood watch. Free for RAP members; $5 
for non-members. Space is limited so registration is required. Call (904) 389-2449 or 
register online at www.riversideavondale.org (click on Events, then Calendar).  Event is 
August 20, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m., at 2623 Herschel St.

Form a Neighborhood Watch
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Artist’s concept of future public use of Unity Plaza (Rendering courtesy of Hallmark Partners)

By Marian Johns
Resident Community News

Although the redevelopment of 
Riverside’s Brooklyn neighborhood 
appears to be slow going at first glance, 
a central part of the redevelopment, 
unity Plaza, has finalized its first phase 
of construction. According to sources, 
two of the Plaza’s three restaurants are 
in their final construction and slated 
to open this fall. In addition, two more 
restaurants at neighboring Brooklyn 
Station will be opening later this month.

Restaurants plan fall openings

One of several things that will be 
coming to fruition this fall at unity 
Plaza is the heavily anticipated opening 
of Sbraga’s & Co. The Plaza’s other 
dining tenant, who also owns Candy 
Apple Cafe & Cocktails downtown, 
recently announced they will be opening 
a restaurant this fall called Hobnob, 
which will feature a new concept in 
Jacksonville dining.

Later this fall, expect to see the 
groundbreaking of a large, gourmet 
grab-and-go kiosk on Riverside Avenue 

Progress on projects revealed

Activity expected to 
increase in Brooklyn

and Forest Street designed by celebrity 
Chef Kevin Sbraga, according to Jennifer 
Jones, president and executive director 
of unity Plaza Amphitheater and urban 
Park. In addition, Jones said there are two 
medium-size kiosk concepts in the works 
for the corner of Forest and Magnolia 
Streets. Those proprietors will release 
more details in September, Jones said.

The Brooklyn Station retail spaces 
are also seeing activity as Pink Nickel 
and Navy Federal recently held their 
openings. According to Eric Davidson, 
Regency Centers spokesperson, Burger 
Fi will open this month and Zoe’s is 
expected to open in mid- to late-August.

Unity Plaza to launch 
fundraising campaign

Jones said major fundraising to be 
launched this fall will include a capital 
campaign to obtain sponsorships from 
corporations to assist unity Plaza, 
in bringing some of the additional 
elements and amenities to the Plaza. The 
nonprofit unity Plaza will also reach out 
to the community for support.

Sponsorship opportunities include a 
band shell shade structure and iron tree 
gates in the plaza walkway, as well as a 
brick naming campaign is also planned 

to start this fall, Jones said.
“Like the thousands of beloved 

outdoor public squares, plazas and 
parks managed by nonprofit entities 
throughout our great nation, the items 
designed for unity Plaza to bring 
public enjoyment and education are 
opportunities for community members 
to aid the nonprofit in delivery of these 
elements and receive naming rights for 
doing so,” explained Jones.

Residential update

A new 213-unit apartment building 
near Brooklyn Station and 220 Riverside 
is still in the works, according to Alex 
Coley, developer and Principal/Co-
Founder with NAI Hallmark Partners. As 

of now, the project is still being called 200 
Riverside and Coley could not elaborate 
on any further details at this time.

A few blocks over from unity Plaza on 
Magnolia and Stonewall Street, the last two 
of the seven buildings under construction 
at The Brooklyn Riverside apartments 
will be completed this month and in 
mid-September. When complete, there 
will be 310 units total. According to a 
representative of the property, the current 
apartments which began leasing in March, 
are at about 40 percent occupancy.

Phase two highlights

unity Plaza’s backlit signage will be 
installed this month and a 65-foot tall 
lotus flower sculpture in the center 
of unity Plaza’s pond should be in 
place by the end of the year. Plans also 
include decks with tables and chairs to 
be installed over portions of the water, 
a catwalk to connect the 200 and 220 
Riverside buildings, a parking garage on 
Forest Street and a botanical garden near 
a future hotel on the corner of Magnolia 
and Forest Streets.

Events unfolding, continuing

Currently at unity Plaza, daily fitness 
classes such as yoga, guided meditation 
and financial wellness classes are offered 
free to the community. Jones said they 
have seen attendance at these events 
range from five to 60, depending on 
the time of day. She said the Plaza has 
hosted more than 20,000 people during 
the construction of the park’s first phase.

MAN
GOURMET

GREEN
• •

3543 St. Johns Avenue

384-0002
www.facebook.com/
greenmangourmet

In the Historic Shoppes 
of Avondale

Celebrating our 
One Year Anniversary!

Thanks for your support!

Since our grand re-opening last year,  
the community has been so very supportive of our small, local business. 

We appreciate the patronage, look forward to continue serving our customers, 
and anticipate meeting and making many more friends!

 teas & honey
 blends & seasonings 

 unique salts

 pickles & jellies
 chocolate

 gifts & gift baskets

Charlie Ragsdale, Realtor® 904-923-9828
TraditionsJax.com

SAT., AUG. 11, 1-3 PM 
1249 BEACH AVE. • ATLANTIC BEACH, FL
• 8 bedrooms, 7 full bathrooms
• Approx 5000 sf!
• $3,500,000
• Main house and Guest House
  with 3 car garage
• Large Lot has 75 feet of Frontage
   on the Ocean!

1046 Riverside Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32204
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Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Summer is here but this heat isn’t slowing down 
real estate sales. I’ve had calls from California, 

Texas, Missouri, Virginia and West Florida 
lately. People are on the move. This summer 

seems busier than last with out of towners 
coming in from everywhere. And why not? 

Our job market is solid and our amenities 
are desirable. Have you been out to 

Jacksonville Beach lately? You wouldn’t 
recognize it. In with the new, out with 

the old. 

 How great is the development in Brooklyn ?! 
What a huge step towards developing our urban core. 
It will be the heartbeat that links us to downtown. 
Now is finally the right time to reinvent downtown in 
a way that pulls in tourism dollars to our City. One 
of Jacksonville’s greatest assets is the St. Johns River, 
and having a vibrant downtown where people want to 
live and play will help resolve our budget shortfalls. 
Allow tourism to fund new school buildings,   new 
drainage systems and new bridges and overpasses in 
Duval County. 

I’m a cup half full kind of person - seeing the good in 
everything. The good I see right now makes me overjoyed 
that I call this place home. I see industry, art, music, 
breweries, farmer’s markets, people, houses, military, 
medical and so much more. Underneath all this maturity 
Jacksonville is experiencing, I pound the pavement daily 
selling homes. If I can contribute to the beautification of 
my hometown one house at a time, I’m all in. Remember, 
if you need a good Realtor, why not call me? I love what I 
do because of you and your beautiful homes.

—Anne Rain

I’m All In

Custom Jewelry
Jewelry repair
pearl restringing
appraisals 3571 St JohnS ave. • (904) 384-7111

LARGE SELECTION
Finest Quality

www.hooshang-rugs.com

Professional Cleaning & Repair

★

Please come see why we are sought 
after globally and locally

Since 1977

Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugs

Persia • China • india • Pakistan • turkey • romania

Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale

Hooshang Oriental Rug Gallery has provided 
sales and services for over 37 YEARS.

★

★ ★

By Vince Iampietro
Resident Community News

Of the 27 recent bills Governor Rick 
Scott signed, which went into effect July 1, 
2015, only SB-186 induced a virtual beer 
buzz among its enthusiastic followers. This 
bill, three years in the making, rescinds a 
decades’ long ban on 64-ounce “growlers” 
– reusable glass containers resembling cider 
jugs – used to transport fresh beer from a 
brewpub or taproom to off-site locations.

Advocates for the new law thought it 
ludicrous that two 32-ounce growlers, 
or a 128-ounce (one gallon) size, were 
legal, but 64 ounces was not. This made it 
inconvenient for out-of-state visitors to have 
their 64-ounce containers filled.

Filling two 32-ounce growlers might 
suffice, but, as Kelly Pickard, co-owner 
of Alewife Craft Beer Bottle Shop and 
Tasting Room in Riverside said, “Approach 
it from the consumer’s point of view. You 
(Floridians) could get two 32s or a gallon, 
but other people from other states couldn’t 
use a standard 64-ounce growler.”

According to Kevin Burns, co-owner/
operator of Beer:30 in San Marco, favoring 
a 64-ounce container also improves portion 
and waste control. “It’s the perfect size for 
two people for two beers each. Thirty-
two ounces is not enough and 128 is too 
much.” Sixty-four-ounce growlers are “more 
efficient. Every time you fill a 32, there is 
waste…64s reduce waste,” said Burns, who 
was referring to foam that accumulates and 
spills, more so for the smaller containers.

Florida’s new law also helps resolve 
cost inefficiency. Preben Olsen, co-owner 
of Aardwolf Brewing Company in San 
Marco, explained, “The price per unit (32- 
or 128-ounce) is more expensive because 
they’re considered irregular. No one 
(from out of state) is bringing a 32-ounce 
growler, and they would have to purchase 
one and not use it at home. It was a big 
turn-off to visitors.”

Three-year growler fight prevails over decades-old ban

Olsen praised the new bill as “great, 
and honestly better than expected,” 
partly because it removed an arcane 
measure requiring taprooms to prove 
themselves as promoting Florida’s tourism 
industry. Additionally, it “...allows smaller 
entrepreneurs to get into business. We 
have a lot of people taking beer home 
now,” said Olsen.

Susan Miller of Bold City Brewery in 
Riverside, a family-owned and operated 
company (unrelated to Miller Beer fame), 
echoes Olsen’s sentiments. She said with 
this new law, microbreweries can do beer 
tastings in grocery stores 10,000 square feet 
and above, and with this new avenue, small 
brewers have a real opportunity for new 
business to flow.

Bold City Brewery and other 
microbrewers in Florida pushed for 
SB-186 through the Florida Brewers 

Guild. Coupled with 
helpful work by 
lobbyist and attorney 
Joshua D. Aubuchon, 
of Tallahassee, 
microbreweries and 
taprooms may now 
enjoy new business 
afforded by the law’s 
clarity and freedoms.

Growler history 
lesson

Tomato and leaf-lard 
cans served beer hauling 
duties in the mid-late 
1800s until replaced 
with tin buckets – both 
lidded and lidless – 
for ease of transport. 
“Working the growler” 
described both the 
pub trips to fill and to 
consume from a growler. 
For those unable 
to make a pub run, 

“rushing the growler” – sending children 
out for the task – was the thing to do.

However, the growler’s popularity and 
use faded with the advent of Prohibition 
and more convenient ways of beer bottling 
and transport.

In 1989 everything changed. Charlie 
and Ernie Otto, founders of Otto Brothers 
Brewing Company in Wilson, Wyoming, 

believed that their pure, hand-crafted beer 
had a place in the markets, but needed a way 
to transport their craft brews.

Responding to interview questions via 
email while traveling overseas in Switzerland, 
Charlie Otto explained how growlers moved 
from tin pails to their modern, silk-screen 
emblazoned glass form:

“It was really my father’s idea. We were a 
small micro-brewery and not bottling our 
products, and I told him folks at the bar were 
able to get our beer but not able to take it 
home. So he said that he remembered taking 
a metal pail, called a growler, to the bar to 
bring home fresh beer for his father.

“I bought some 64-ounce cider jugs and 
silk-screened our logo on them and, through 
a local retail store, started selling our beer to 
take home.

“I think there are still some great 
advantages of using a growler today, 
unlike throwaway bottles, where the glass 
is recycled; (with) the growler, the glass 
is reused, which is environmentally more 
sound. Also, it allows brewpubs that do 
not bottle or have very special, limited 
production products to sell these over the 
bar,” Otto said.

Miller offered fine praise for our local 
microbreweries, saying, “Jacksonville can be 
proud of its beer; everyone does a good job.”

Pickard happily noted, “It’s nice to not 
have conversations about how silly the 
old law was.”

Now residents can savor the 64-ounce 
victory. 

Kelly Pickard, owner of Alewife Craft Beer Bottle Shop and Tasting 
Room, fills a 32-ounce growler with beer.
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This
Close

Shepherd 
Colledge

We are this close 
to ending polio

Now is our chance to change the world. To make 
sure no child is disabled by polio ever again. 

                           endpolionow.org

Rotary 
Club of 

West 
Jacksonville

    www.facebook.com/westjaxrotary
Visit westjaxrotary.org

President Bob Hyde and Immediate Past President 
Dan Dodd have sponsored the content 

of this advertisement.

Two services offered:
8am & 10:30am family service

(nursery provided)

Breakfast in between at 9:15am

Preschool:
Four star preschool committed  

to providing childcare  
to prepare children  

for academic success. 
For ages 6 weeks to five years.

Preschool License Number C04DU0451

st. catherine’s episcopal church
4758 Shelby Avenue (between Blanding & Cassat)  

Jacksonville, FL 32210 • (904) 387-2061
Preschool (904) 381-0935

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

There is still time for local pedestrians 
and bicyclists to share concerns with a 
consulting firm hired by the North Florida 
Transportation Planning Organization 
to study bicycling and walking routes in 
Riverside and San Marco. The last day public 
comment will be accepted is Friday, August 
7, said Marci Larson, Public Affairs Manager 
of the North Florida TPO.

The deadline comes a month after a 
public meeting July 8 at TPO headquarters 
in San Marco, where consultants shared 
preliminary findings about their study to 
make Jacksonville a safer city for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. On Thursday, August 6, the 
day before the deadline, the consultants will 
share their final report with the city’s Bicycle-
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. The BPAC 
meeting will be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in 
the Ed Ball Training Room at City Hall. 

During the July 8 meeting, Theodore 
Petritsch and Christopher Fellerhoff of the 
Sprinkle Consulting Group and Het Patil 
of Reynolds, Smith and Hills Consultants 
presented an overview of their yearlong 
study. The meeting consisted of Petritsch 
sharing maps, which charted safer bike 
routes through Riverside and San Marco 
as well as areas where the consultants have 
proposed to add different facilities to the 
roadways to make travel safer for cyclists. 

There was also a map charting frequent 
the bicycle and pedestrian travel routes, 
which were gleaned from public comments 
shared with the consultants during the past 
year. Petritsch said the group had considered 
all of the 3,000 public comments it had 
received and noted that he and the other 
consultants spent “three or four days on their 
bicycles riding the various routes.”

Deadline for public 
comment nears

Pedestrians ignored in TPO Bike-Pedestrian study

The scope of the “wayfinding” project was 
to identify the safest available network of 
current streets bicyclists and pedestrians can 
travel to reach shopping areas and popular 
destinations such as parks, community 
centers and other points of interest in San 
Marco and Riverside, said Fellerhoff. The 
study did not include Avondale, Ortega, 
Murray Hill or Downtown. The group was 
seeking to find routes on lower volume 
streets, which might provide safer ways to 
get to these “ports of call,” he said.

“The purpose of this project is to 
identify the best opportunities within the 
existing conditions,” Fellerhoff said. To do 
this, the group identified locations where 
better signage and road markings might 
be used increase motorists’ awareness 
of the need to coexist with cyclists and 
pedestrians who are forced to share roads 
in congested areas. 

Pedestrians’ needs not considered

After the meeting, Riverside Avondale 
Preservation President Carmen Godwin 
said she was encouraged by what she 
heard but was still bothered about what 

seemed to be a lack of consideration of 
pedestrian needs within the preliminary 
report. She said she was in agreement 
with Kay Ehas, Transportation 
Committee Chairman of RAP, who had 
voiced this concern during the meeting. 
Ehas asked whether the consultants 
had considered the need for trees lining 
sidewalks to provide shade and help 
separate walkers from the travel lanes.

Also discussed was the need to do 
something to ensure pedestrians can 
safely cross under the Fuller Warren 
Bridge near the Riverside Arts Market 
as well as the need to place vertical 
signage on the streets to encourage bike 
travel on less trafficked neighborhood 
roads. Markers on vertical signage to 
give cyclists an idea of the distance to 
parks, community centers and shopping 
corridors such as King Street and 5 
Points would be welcome. Petritsch said 
the study recommends a raised median 
be installed in the middle of Riverside 
Avenue’s four lanes to calm traffic and 
assist pedestrians crossing the street 
under the Fuller Warren Bridge.  

“I share Ms. Ehas’ concern about 

the lack of consideration given to the 
pedestrian in this study. Sidewalk width 
and tree plantings to provide shade as 
well as curbs and the width of green space 
separating the pedestrian from the travel 
lane are all important considerations,” 
said Godwin. “I also like the idea of 
including how long it would take to walk 
to a particular commercial corridor on 
the same vertical signage used to indicate 
distance for bicyclists.”

Godwin said she felt the study needed 
to go further by including more of 
the residential areas of Avondale and 
Murray Hill.

“It is important to connect these 
residential areas to the new shared-use 
path on the Fuller Warren, but that was 
not part of the scope,” she said.

One thing that should have be included 
in the study and wasn’t, said Godwin, was 
the need for shared-road education so that 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians will better 
understand the law and what sharrows mean.

 “We have a lot of traffic in our 
neighborhood, people traveling from areas 
where maybe there isn’t as much bike 
traffic, and that creates a real safety issue 
if they don’t respect the space someone 
needs to ride a bicycle on the road,” she 
said. “I would also like to see the City put 
some money behind the implementation 
of the plan because the study is only as 
good as the financial support it has behind 
its employment.”

Stephen Tocknell, a Riverside resident 
who owns a transportation and growth 
management consulting company, said 
pedestrian convenience should be of 
paramount concern. “If you provide first 
for pedestrians, it is easier to make traffic 
move as well,” he said.

To view the maps accompanying the 
study, visit www.residentnews.net. To 
make a public comment about the plan, 
contact comments@northfloridatpo.com 
by August 7.

Theodore Petritsch of Sprinkle Consulting discusses maps of the walking and bicycling routes in 
Riverside and San Marco during the TPO meeting July 8 in San Marco.

For those who enjoy dining on the 
vegetables of their own labors, the 
Riverside Avondale Community Garden 
will soon provide the opportunity to 
“grow your own.”

According to Carmen Godwin, 
executive director of Riverside Avondale 
Preservation, the hexagonal pavers 

for the sidewalks and the entry to the 
garden are on order, and Southern 
Recreation will grade the entrance for 
ADA compliance.

“We will need volunteers to assist 
with the construction so please reach 
out to us if you are interested in 
helping,” Godwin said. She is looking 

Late fall 
gardening may 
be an option

for volunteers to help cut and install the 
fencing and the garden boxes.

RAP is also looking for business 
sponsors for items like benches. 
Interested gardeners can begin signing 
up for plots at RAP’s office at 2623 
Herschel Street or online at www.
riversideavondale.org.
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5644 Colcord Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32211 

904-722-3000
womenscenterofjax.org 

Celebrating 
the 20th Anniversary 

Legacy Year!

A big thanks to Tim Massett and his staff  for use 
of  the theatre for the presentation of  The Hunting 
Ground, by documentary film maker Amy Ziering. 

Ziering, a two-time Emmy Award winning and 
Academy Award nominated documentary film 
maker also spoke at the recent 2015 Speaker 

Series- Women, Words & Wisdom.

The Women’s Center of  
Jacksonville is grateful for 
the Sun Ray Cinema for 
their generous support!

James L.  
Schumacher, D.M.D.

Your neighborhood dentist since 1995

Welcoming New Patients!

(904) 388-3559
www.firstcoastsmiles.com

4201 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, Florida 32210

We assist our patients with most major insurance plans.

Don’t let this happen to you!
Let Dr. Schumacher change your smile  

and your life with dental implants and more.

• implants • crowns • veneers
Excellence Through Experience

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

Throughout the historic Ortega 
neighborhood the evidence 
of recent severe weather is 
everywhere: downed branches 
laden with heavy, wet moss; 
smaller branches and leaves strewn 
about lawns and streets; piles of cut 
up debris waiting for the city’s yard 
trash collectors.

A portion of a huge oak tree fell 
on the Garcias’ house on McGirts 
Boulevard. The branches fell the day 
after a typical afternoon storm on 
July 20 that had winds of 25 miles 
per hour with gusts up to 32 mph 
coming from the south, according to 

a National Weather Service report. 
“We were eating breakfast when 

we heard something rumbling – 
like an earthquake, but in slow 
motion –from the front of the 
house,” said Beto Garcia, who has 
five children.

Ronda Garcia said that the giant 
live oak, which crushed the front part 
of the 1910 historic house, wasn’t 
even the tree that was hit by lightning.

The Garcias reported no one was 
hurt or badly traumatized. “The 
kids were more worried about the 
wellbeing of a tiny spider they had 
seen in the bedroom. The lightning 
strike took out the modem and the 
TV. It even activated a toy, which 
started making noise.”

Ortega home suffers 
severe weather damage

The porch on Beto and Ronda Garcia’s home on McGirts Boulevard was crushed by a live oak tree which, 
coincidentally, was not struck by lightning. A tree behind the house was, however, struck by lightning.

New youth soccer 
partnership kicks 
off this month

The Williams Family YMCA on San Jose Boulevard is one of 
five Northeast Florida YMCAs to participate in a new soccer-
based health and fitness program.

The Armada FC and the YMCA of Florida’s First Coast 
launched a new youth soccer initiative that begins this month 
and runs for eight weeks. First Coast kids can don the jersey of 
their favorite local soccer club by becoming a member of the 
YMCA Junior Armada FC. 

In Duval County, the Youth Soccer at the Y program will be 
held at the Williams Family Y at10415 San Jose Boulevard in 

Mandarin. Registration is underway for children ages 4-15 and 
the program begins Aug. 10. Cost is $65 member, $125 non-
member and includes a YMCA Junior Armada FC uniform as 
an end of the season award.

“Youth sports are critical in the development of a child, 
both physically and mentally,” said Eric Mann, YMCA of 
Florida’s First Coast president and CEO. “We are fortunate 
to have Armada FC as a committed partner in helping our 
community’s youth develop not only motor skills, but life skills 
such as confidence, leadership, teamwork and discipline.” 
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Tehila’s is a fully-equipped 
Pilates studio specializing 
in personalized sessions. 
No two bodies are alike and 
no two Pilates programs are 
created the same.

• Pilates
• Massage
• Holistic Health
• Community Events
• Workshops

1250 McDuff Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205
386.451.4686 • TehilasPilates.com 1012 S. Edgewood Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32205

(904) 389-8054 • www.edgewoodbakery.com 

Open Hours: 
6:30–5:30 Tues–Thurs, 6:30–6:00 Fri, 6:30–4:00 Sat

Come celebrate with us!
This month we are celebrating  

our 68th year Anniversary. 

We will be running specials all month.
Make sure to follow us  
on social media to see  

what specials we will be having.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Despite another deferral of the bill that 
would shut down public access to the 
St. Johns River at Van Wert Avenue and 
Richmond Street, the momentum of the 
nonprofit Friends of Van Wert Park (FVWP) 
continues to pick up speed – and supporters.

While the City Council and all five 
standing committees – Rules; Finance; Land 
use & Zoning; Transportation, Energy 
& utilities, and Recreation, Community 
Development, Public Health & Safety – 
decided to defer action on the proposed 
ordinance (2015-360) until August, 
FVWP was busy adding to its number and 
collecting signatures.

Although the public charity was just 
organized in early June, by the end of July it 
had nearly 350 members who are committed 
to creating and maintaining a park at a 
century-old right-of-way to the river. 

The group has also collected more than 
700 signatures at Riverside Arts Market 
for a petition to oppose the closure and 
perpetually protect the access. Members 
are also making a door-to-door petition 
drive in Avondale.

A second clean-up was done on the 
60-foot-wide by 437-foot-deep lot, opening 
up the front of the property so that officers 
of the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office have more 
visibility down to the river. A broken street 
light was also repaired, brightening up the 
street entrance.

At a group meeting on July 7, the FWVP 
members agreed unanimously that:

• The access should become a park so that 
it is permanently protected and will conform 
to City of Jacksonville park rules.

• The park should be available for the 
public’s lawful enjoyment.

Supporters of all ages 
join the fight

Group to keep river access open gains momentum

• There should be no parking restrictions 
on Richmond Street.

• No neighborhood or city funding should 
be received for a privacy fence between the 
access and either adjoining property.

Youth take action, too

Bryan Clontz, a Pine Street resident and 
founder of the group, noted that community 
response has been overwhelming.

“It is really quite wonderful how many 
neighbors have become involved and how 
many stories about the property we hear,” 
he said. “We have had elderly people stop us 
and say they use to swim there as a child, or 
were taught by their grandparents to fish or 
would play with friends there after school.”  

It’s not just the older residents who are 
taking action. Woody Moore, who spoke 
at the only public hearing in front of City 
Council in May, took responsibility for 
coordinating the petition drive at RAM. 

Ninth-grade student Gracie Spinner, who 
lives on Hedrick Street, wrote a letter to her 
councilman, Jim Love. Spinner’s letter reads: 

“Recently I learned that there is a vote 
to be made regarding keeping the Van 
Wert/Richmond Street public access to the 
St. John’s River open. I hope you decide 
to keep it open, as I have used it as a play 
area since I was a baby. I live less than a 
block away and the access area has played 
a key part in my childhood. 

“My two older sisters, many of our 
neighbors, including the Moores, and I 
would walk down to the river nearly every 
day in the summer, bringing food. Our 
parents allowed us to go on our own from 
the time I was in elementary school. We 
felt safe, and we would climb trees all day, 
playing hide and seek, tag, sardines, and 
games of our own invention. Our favorite 
tree was an oak with many thick branches, 
perfect for climbing. 

“I specifically remember one day we 
brought down trash bags and gardening 
gloves and we cleaned up all of the trash 
in the surrounding area. Our parents 
had encouraged us to clean up our play 
area. Almost daily in the summers we 
had five 7- to 13 year-old girls picnicking 
overlooking the river. 

“It saddens me to think that no more 
children will be able to enjoy the property 
as much as we have, but I know that will be 

the sad reality if some neighbors get their 
way. Of course, I still like to walk down there 
sometimes myself, and look at the river with 
my friends or my parents. The only downfall 
of the area now which affects me is its lack 
of maintenance, and general overgrowth. I 
know the neighbors are working on clearing 
it out. I hope you will allow me to continue 
to use my park.”

Meanwhile, back to the bill

The fate of the proposed bill is yet to be 
determined and is under contention. 

After starting on a fast track following 
introduction in May, the bill has been 
deferred twice in committee and City 
Council. Opponents want to see it 
withdrawn but District 14 Councilman Jim 
Love said he hasn’t determined yet which 
direction to go with the current bill or if 
legislation is actually needed. 

“Currently, I don’t see the need for it, but it 
doesn’t hurt to defer it for a session and take 
some time to think about it,” he said. “I do 
want to keep the access open, though.”

The councilman also said since two major 
groups – Friends of Van Wert Park and 
Riverside Avondale Preservation – oppose 
the bill to close the river access, he is taking 
that into consideration. “I hear them loud 
and clear,” he said.

In the meantime, Love has asked the 
Office of General Counsel (OGC) to 
prepare documentation to move the land 
from the responsibility of the Public Works 
Department to Parks and Recreation. 

“I believe it belongs in the Parks 
Department because they can post 
rules and get it on a monthly mowing 
schedule,” Love said.

Bill opponent Donna Lewis is 
spearheading a lobbying effort to meet 
with, call or write members of City 
Council to convince them to kill the 
current proposed bill. She is concerned 
if revised legislation passes, right-of-way 
property will continue to be up for grabs.

Lewis is requesting quitclaim deeds 
from both adjacent Richmond Street 
property owners to eliminate any 
uncertainty as to the ownership of the 
property. She has also asked for a clause, 
which automatically turns the right of 
way into a public park should either 
property owner take action in the future 
to close the public river access or restrict 
its use by the public.

Woody Moore, right, collects a signature at Riverside Arts 
Market for a petition to oppose closure of access to the 
river and to have that access be perpetually protected.

Brooks Moore, left, chats with Scott and 
Rachel Wittosch of Murray Hill about 
keeping access open to the St. Johns 
River in Avondale.



        School for Abundant Living
           Riverside Park United Methodist Church              819 Park Street in Five Points • 355-5491

REGISTRATION – Wednesday, August 19th, 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 7 weeks of Wed. Community Classes for all ages.  Classes - 1 hr. each week, August 26th- Oct. 7th

We Provide - On site JSO security each week. Free nursery care for children under 5 for adult participants
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5:00 and 5:30 p.m. Classes
5:00 p.m. – Handbells for 3rd-5th Graders – Learn to play handbells in a fun setting.  No previous musical 
experience required.  Children must be available for a few performances during the year.  No Charge  

5:00 p.m. – Christian Karate – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts – Karate moves are taught in a safe, 
respectful Christian environment.  Ages 5 and up.  Students have the opportunity to earn belts as they learn.  No 
uniforms required.

5:00 p.m. – Dance (Ballet and Tap) – Professional Instructor, Karen Pfeiffer – Ballet and Tap – Ages 3 and up

5:30 p.m. – Beginning Violin – Professional instructor – Stephanie Lindsay of the Jacksonville Symphony.  Mrs. 
Lindsay’s teaching background is in the Suzuki/Indiana School style and she has taught with Jumpstart Strings in 
the DCPS.  Mrs. Lindsay is also a mother of two and works well with children of all ages.  Information about violin 
rental is available at registration.

6:30 p.m. Classes
Martial Arts for Self-Defense – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts.  This class will be open to both 
children and adults and will focus on a more mature use of Karate for the adults but still appropriate for children.   

Children’s Art – Emma Cahill Johns, certified Art instructor with DCPS.  Mrs. Johns teaches at John Stockton Elem. 
School and is experienced with all ages. Children have fun while learning important art concepts.  Some projects are 
completed each week and others last over several weeks.

Intro. to Dance – See description of multi-age class under adults.  Perfect for parents and children.

5:00 p.m. Class
Yoga – CYT Instructor – Jayne Parker – Beginner to intermediate Vinyasa Yoga.  Move through postures that 
will invigorate and help you tap into a more abundant life.  Vinyasa means flow and the postures are linked with 
movement.  Students are encouraged to move at their own pace as they breathe.  $40.00 

6:30 p.m. Classes
Gentle Yoga – Instructor Jill Pagan – This class offers gentle movement of breath and body.  Motion is lotion.  This 
class will focus on breathing with an introduction to simple modified poses.  Class suitable for all levels.  Jill Pagan 
trained in Kripalu Yoga at Discovery Yoga in St. Augustine.  $40.00

Line Dancing – Professional Instructor – Joy Bellemare - $40.00.  A slower, easier way to exercise but lots of fun 
and fellowship. The latest dances and no partner needed because lines of them are provided.  $40.00

Guitar – Professional Artist/Instructor Arvid Smith – For beginners and intermediates.  A warm, fun learning 
environment where both the instructor and the more experienced students willingly help novices.  A guitar is 
required - acoustic or electric.  $40.00

Quilting – Instructor – Shirley Davis, experienced quilter – Learn the fine art of hand sewing.  Bring your own 
fabric and threads or use donated supplies we have on hand.  The first project will be a small square, suitable for a 
doll’s bed.  $20.00

Dog Obedience Training – Professional Dog Trainer, Pam Wiltgen, of Far Fetched Dog Tales.  Fee is per dog, and 
there is no restriction on number of immediate family members involved.  $75.00

Computer Help for All Devices – Group and individual help for personal devices.  Parental controls and other 
questions answered.  Mini four week class $15.00

Mental Health First Aid – Instructor Samantha Lawson, Lutheran Social Services.  Learn to identify, understand and 
respond to signs of mental illness and substance abuse and where and how to get help.  A Mental Health First Aid 
Certification will be earned by those who complete the course.  $10.00

Martial Arts for Self Defense – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts.  This class will be open to both older 
children and adults.  It will focus on the use of Karate for self-defense, coordination, exercise and to improve 
balance.  Both instructional and fun.  $35.00

Introduction to Dance – Professional Instructor, Karen Pfeiffer.  This class is open to adults and children and will 
introduce Tap, Ballet and Hawaiian dances for fun and exercise. $35.00

Divorce Recovery – Dr. R.D. O’Connor, Ph.D, Facilitator.  A faith based approach to recovery for those who are 
separated, newly or long time divorced, or going through grief with any relationship.  Explore reconstructing your 
life, managing anger and grief, the process of forgiveness and much, much more as you move forward to a healthier 
and happier future.   $40.00 (includes book)

Couponing Secrets – Sat. morning “mini-class” Sept. 26th, 9-12 a.m.  Learn how to use coupons in creative and 
beneficial ways.  Taught by two experienced couponers.   $15.00

Classes for Children – 5 yrs. – 5th Grade.  (All children’s classes are $35.00 per class with additional classes and/
or students within the same immediate family being an additional $20.00) 

$5.00 discount for registering Aug. 19th. - Children’s & Adult Classes
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Selby Kaiser: 904-626-8800 or Linda McMorrow: 904-626-9900 | 8777 San Jose Blvd. | Suite 903 | Jacksonville, FL 32217 | www.TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

St. Nicholas Riverfront Estate a Rare, Historic Gem
Perfect property for entertaining friends and family

Discerning buyers have the opportunity 
to own one of the finest historic riverfront 
estates in Jacksonville, located on a rare 
parcel of property. “This estate home is a 
one-of-a-kind ,” said listing agent owner/
broker Linda McMorrow, with The Legends 
of Real 
Estate. 
“If you’re 
seeking an 
exceptional 
property,” 
said Selby 
Kaiser, the other half of the dynamic broker/
owner team with The Legends, “you won’t 
find a more intriguing, historic riverfront 
property in Jacksonville. This home has 
a great story and solid construction that’s 
stood the test of time.”

Palmer Terrace, a 100-year-old English 
Tudor manor, which rests on nearly three 
acres and 255 feet of river frontage, is 
looking for just the right buyer. The main 
house encompasses 6,347 square feet and 
includes five bedrooms, four-and-a-half 
baths, as well as a separate guest residence 
and three-car garage. Over the past 35 years 
this spectacular home has been continually 
updated and the current kitchen is the third 
complete kitchen renovation since 1980.

Housed on one of the largest residential 
parcels on the St. Johns River’s Southbank, 
the Palmer Terrace Estate boasts only two 
owners since the Holmes family acquired the 
property in the late 1700s under a Spanish 
Land Grant. 

In 1916, the initial residence was built and 
eventually gifted to well-known Jacksonville 
urologist Robert Boyd McIver and his bride 
Ida Holmes, as a wedding present from her 
parents. 

Originally, the house included three 
bedrooms, two baths, a living room, dining 
room, kitchen and large turret in the front of 
the house where the front door was located. 
Since then, it has expanded under several 
renovations to make it a comfortable modern 
home that is a superb place to entertain or 
raise a family.

The property includes a separate three-car 
“carriage house” garage on the southwest 
corner of the property, which includes two 
bedrooms and a bath – the former servants 
quarters above the garage – as well as an 
indoor gym. 

A guest cottage, formerly the artist studio 
of renowned Jacksonville painter John 
McIver, includes two-bedrooms, a bath, 
living room, fireplace and kitchenette and 
can be the perfect mother-in-law residence 
or retreat for guests. 

Over the years the house has been re-
plumbed, rewired and updated with new air 
conditioning and heating systems. Added 
were a first-floor music room and art gallery, 
palatial master bath and walk-in closet. In 
1998, the original roof was replaced with a 
more durable “70-year” roof and 15 years 
later the principal systems in the main house 
were completely replaced with state-of-the-
art multiple phase air conditioning systems. 

More than 100 majestic trees provide a 

shady canopy over the extensive grounds 
where spectacular views of the Downtown 
skyline and EverBank Field can be seen. A 
yacht with an eight-foot draft can dock on 
the 220-foot backyard pier, which includes 
water, 250v and 120v power hook-ups.  

After a series of hurricanes wreaked havoc 
in South Florida in 2005, hurricane shutters 
for all doors and windows in the main house 
were installed. A 50,000-watt generator is 
available to provide sufficient electricity 
– enough to run air conditioning and 
refrigeration – to all three buildings as well as 
a yacht for a week in the unfortunate event of 
an extended power outage.

The current owners also added a sparkling 
pool, relaxing Jacuzzi, sauna and extensive 
brick patios around the west and north sides 

of the house, perfect for entertaining. More 
than 2,000 guests have enjoyed the Palmer 
Terrace Estate’s hospitality in a single year 
and as many as 600 at a single party. The 
unique design of the interior of the main 
house allows for a circular flow around the 
entire first floor and patios.

A 120-foot riverfront lot adjoining the east 
side of the estate is available for an additional 
price. 

Reasonably priced at $2,450,000 the 
beautiful home awaits a very special buyer. 
For more information contact Selby Kaiser or 
Linda McMorrow, brokers and owners at The 
Legends of Real Estate. Call 904-626-8800 
or email selbykaiser@bellsouth.net or Linda 
McMorrow at 904-626-9900 or florida_
legends@msn.com for more information.
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Pikool Clayton, Lek Clayton, 
Russell Clayton

King Street welcomes new Thai restaurant

Shaniqua Taylor, Julie Widener, 
Kathy Hoover, Angela Widener

The shops at Brooklyn 
Station welcomed The Pink 
Nickel, a new women’s 
clothing boutique, owned 
and operated by Angela 
Widener. Angela’s mother, 
Julie Widener, is vice 
president of the chain, 
which also has a shop in 
Fruit Cove. Check out 
their unique selection of 
upscale clothing at 150 
Riverside Avenue or online at www.thepinknickel.com. Call 
(904) 232-7465 (PINK) or find them on Facebook.

Another great reason to visit 
Brooklyn Station

Regina Heffington

Regina Heffington’s Silver 
Cow lounge was so popular 
she decided to expand next 
door. Opening under The 
Annex, the new restaurant 
and lounge at 1508 King 
Street offers brews and chews, 
as Heffington says, in a laid-
back atmosphere, with video 
games and other activities to 
enjoy alone or with friends. 
There’s easy migration to the 
Silver Cow for a different 
menu. For more details visit 
annexjax.com.

Second lounge opens next to first

Northeast investment 
firm opens local office

Ortega resident Mary Biggs Knauer 
has partnered with San Jose resident 
Robert Joel to open the Jacksonville office 
of Salvus Wealth Management, LLC, a 
New Jersey-based boutique investment 
management firm focused primarily on 
serving high net-worth individuals.

Knauer, who holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in English literature from University of 
North Carolina Chapel Hill and an MBA 
from the University of North Florida, is a 
Ph.D. candidate with Capella University. 
She anticipates earning her doctorate 
in August 2016, with a dissertation 
on “A Correlational Study of CEOs’ 
Leadership Styles and Profitability in the 
Community Banking Industry.”

The office is located in the Greenleaf 
Tower at 208 N. Laura Street, across from 
the Laura Street Trio and the Barnett 
Bank Building. Call (904) 674-3353 for 
information or visit salvuswealth.com.

Mary Biggs Knauer

Movers & shakers

Ferdinand and Toni Mendiola

Ferdinand and Toni 
Mendiola have opened a 
new full function health 
and fitness facility in 
Riverside. Verb Jax, 
located at 1534 Oak St., 
includes onsite childcare, 
physical training, 
massage and personal 
care in the Black Sheep 
Restaurant building. For 
more information, call 
(904) 456-7890 or visit 
www.verbjax.com.

5 Points gets new health, fitness facility

Pattaya Thai, family-
owned and operated for 
25 years, has recently 
opened a new restaurant 
at the corner of Herschel 
and King Streets. Russell 
Clayton, owner, and his 
mother Lek and brother 
Pikool, serve authentic 
Thai cuisine at 1526 King 
St. For more information, 
call (904) 503-4060 or 
visit www.ptgrille.com.

Experience Delicious Destina
tions

Jacksonville’s Premier Food & Wine Event

SAVE THE DATES
September 10-12, 2015

Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

Proceeds to benefit St. VIncent's
Community Health Outreach Programs

For more information on sponsorships & tickets
, contact Jessica Waugaman at

904-308-8896 or Jessica.waugaman@jaxhealth.com   |   deliciousdestinationsjax.com

Extraordinary Residences Priced from $600,000
Developer Promotions Available on Select Residences, Call Today!

$25,000 

Reserves Your Home

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-5:30 • Sun. 12-5

 2108 Blanding Blvd.

904-388-0612

– Family Owned –

B I C Y C L E S
LakeShore

www.LakeShoreBicycles.com

Electric
Bikes &
Trikes

FEATUR ING



Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate 
Office in the Neighborhood

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com
(904) 388-5005

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®

904-599-3429

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®

(904) 838-3920

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

2736 HERSCHEL - $255,000
3/1-1,178 sqft. This delightful 1922 Avondale bungalow, 
zoned CRO, is now available! Featured on the 2011 annual 
RAP Home Tour, the Craftsman-Style bungalow was 
designed & built by J.W. Hill & offers bright & cheery sun-lit 
rooms. House features living room-dining room combination.

4902 APACHE AVE 
3/2/1-2,790 sqft. SOLD BY CECE CUMMINGS, 
ELIZABETH O’STEEN, AND MARCIA SIMMIONS! 
Lovely Ortega Terrace home sold before it even went 
on the market.

2064 HERSCHEL ST 106 And 202
SOLD by JOSH NUGENT, LIZ BOBECK, DEE BURNETT, 
AND TAFT ALEXANDER! 2 units @ Chelsea Lofts 
sold before they went on market. The Chelsea blends 
the convenience of urban living with the ambiance 
of Riverside’s historic district.

Laney Smith
REALTOR®

(904) 674-1888

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®

904-608-5481

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®

305-331-6518

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Anna Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 545-7679

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®

(904) 540-7672

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®

(904) 704-1576

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

4401 LAKESIdE dR 602
3/2/1-2,124 sqft. SOLD by JOSH NUGENT AND 
DEE BURNETT! This is THE DEAL! LOWEST PRICED 
RIVERFRONT 3/2.5 over 2000 sqft in Riverside/Avondale/
Ortega areas by over 100K. Rarely available and highly 
coveted 02 unit at Ortega Yacht Club Condos.

2970 ST JoHnS AVE 6E
3/2-1,822 sqft. SOLD BY LIZ BOBECK AND ANITA 
VINING!  Amazing views of St. Johns River on your own 
corner balcony. Spacious bedrooms, updated bathroom, 
open kitchen to dining/living area. Your quiet hideaway 
yet near all that is ‘happening’ in Avondale. Beau Rivage

3873 oAK ST 
3/1-1,423 sqft. SOLD BY POWELL/STEILBERG AND LISA 
NGUYEN! New Listing! Perhaps the most charming 
bungalow in Avondale has just become available. The 
homeowners have lovingly cared for this beautiful home 
located within walking distance to the shoppes of Avondale.

LISTEd And SoLd by uS

1836 MonTGoMERy PL 
4/3/2-3,657 sqft. SOLD by MELISSA KEYES, BRONWEN 
KRAUSE, AND JANE SLATER! This charming and stately 
home sits on one of Jacksonville’s most desirable 
streets. A pleasant stroll takes one to the toney shops 
and restaurants of Avondale.

LISTEd And SoLd by uS

1345 CHALLEn AVE 
3/2/1-1,701 sqft. SOLD BY JANE SLATER AND TAFT 
ALEXANDER! Charming two-story brick home in 
Historic Avondale, one of the Great Neighborhoods 
of Jacksonville. Walk up the brick path and open the 
crimson door and you will find a spacious living room.

LISTEd And SoLd by uS

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

© 2015

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 
(904) 708-2423

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Alex Nelson
REALTOR®

(904) 333-6933

4276 bALTIC ST 
4/3/1-3,725 sqft. SOLD by LIZ BOBECK! Absolutely 
stunning Ortega pool home! Large rooms and open floor 
plan include two master bedrooms with one located on 
first floor, complete with bamboo flooring. French doors 
and windows throughout showcase sparkling pool.

SoLd

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

Heather Buckman
REALTOR®

(904) 233-6755

4215 dEMEdICI AVE 
3/2-1,996 sqft. SOLD by CLAIRE FRANSON! Location 
Location Location! This traditional brick home is situated on 
a large corner lot in the heart of Venetia. Build your dream 
home on the lot house could be used as an investment 
property for rental. Close to Timuquana Country club. 

LISTEd And SoLd by uS

2358 RIVERSIdE 11TH FLooR PH
3/3-2,935 sqft. SOLD by JOSH NUGENT AND DEE 
BURNETT! Park Avenue Penthouse Glamour meets 
Forever St. Johns River Views! From the moment you 
step off the private elevator foyer you know you are in 
a special place.

SoLd

2826 doRIC AVE 
3/2-1,500 sqft. SOLD by BEVERLEY BROOKE! : New 
roof and new Carpet just installed in all the bedrooms! 
This updated home in Old Ortega has a welcoming 
entrance with large living room, kitchen and great 
family room that opens up to patio and backyard.

SoLd

2761 HERSCHEL ST 
4/2/1-2,525 sqft. SOLD by LIZ BOBECK! Stunning 
renovation in the walk-able neighborhood of Riverside, 
close to the shops of Park and King. This home is 
immaculate and ready for its new family. Brand new 
spectacular kitchen with gas cook top, island and wet bar.

SoLd

1776 TALboT AVE 
3/2/1-2,546 sqft. SOLD by SARAH LEUTHOLD AND 
LINDA MAXWELL! Looking for a 4 BDR home with a 
great floor plan in a terrific location? Enjoy swimming 
in the saltwater pool and cookouts with family and 
friends on the patio this summer.

SoLd

4320 VEnETIA bLVd
4/2/1-2,904 sqft. SOLD by SUSAN TUOHY! Looking for a 
4 BDR home with a great floor plan in a terrific location? 
Enjoy swimming in the saltwater pool and cookouts with 
family and friends on the patio this summer. Updated 
kitchen with stainless appliances/granite countertops.

SoLd

4697 noTTInGHAM Rd 
4/3-3,810 sqft. SOLD by POWELL/STEILBERG TEAM! 
Custom built Ira Berger pool home has a brand new kitchen 
that just shines! All new appliances, granite countertops, 
gas range, double ovens and more! There’s seating at the 
kitchen counter and also a great breakfast table. 

SoLdSoLd

LISTEd And SoLd by uS LISTEd And SoLd by uS

LISTEd And SoLd by uS
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Riverside resident named new art gallery director

Missy Hager, a resident and fixture in the art 
community in Riverside, has taken on a new role 
across the river in San Marco. As of June, she 
is the new director of Stellers Gallery at 1409 
Atlantic Boulevard. 

Hager is founder and CEO of Town Editions, an 
online print company, which serves art consultants, 
collectors and the interior design trade. 

A curator of numerous art exhibitions, Hager 
has an eye for featuring works by some of the 
most promising artists in the southeast. In 
1997, she opened the House Gallery of Fine 
Photographs, which was Jacksonville’s only 
contemporary photography gallery. As director of the House Gallery, 
she curated a solo exhibit of works by internationally renowned French 
photographer William Ropp. In 2007, Missy expanded her range by 
opening Jane Gray Gallery, a contemporary showcase of emerging and 
regional artists.

Hager is a member of the Wolfson Children’s Hospital Women’s Board 
and has served on several local philanthropic committees including the 
Cummer Ball and Auction, The Arts and Antique Show, and After Dark. 
Three years ago, she founded PHOTOJAX, a photography festival, which is 
held in Jacksonville during September.

Missy Hager

Periodontal group celebrates 65th anniversary
Established in 1950 by Dr. Frank Scott, the periodontal 

practice now called Dr. Christian Berdy, D.D.S., M.S. 
celebrates two anniversaries this year. In addition to the 
65th anniversary of the practice, Dr. Berdy celebrates 
40 years with the company. Joining Drs. Scott, Walter 
Watson and Richard Miller in 1975, Dr. Berdy is the only 
remaining doctor of the historic practice.

“I was a young man with a dream that was simple 
enough: I wanted to help people keep their teeth,” 
said Dr. Berdy. “Forty years ago when I was a Navy 
dentist I moonlighted in Dr. Charles Hester’s office 
(while he was recuperating from a stroke) and 
referred his patients that needed gum treatment to 
Drs. Scott, Watson, and Miller. These patients came 
back having healthy mouths, free from gum disease. The quality of care they 
received motivated me to become a gum specialist.”

Dr. Christian Berdy

St. Mark’s welcomes new rector
The new senior minister at St. Mark’s 

Episcopal Church in Ortega was only 
on the job a week when he shared, “I 
am profoundly excited to be here and 
grateful for this opportunity. Already I am 
emotionally connected to the members.”

The Rev. Thomas P. Murray, who 
preceded his family to their new home in 
Ortega Forest, succeeds Rev. Jon Coffey, 
who served nine years as rector of the 
93-year-old St. Mark’s parish. Father Tom 
most recently served a parish in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina and, prior to that, 
three parishes in South Carolina. He holds 
a Master of Divinity from the School of 
Theology at the University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tennessee.

Rev. Murray was introduced to St. 
Mark’s parish through Bishop John 
Howard of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Florida and said that he “very quickly 
fell in love with the church, school, its 
history and vitality. I appreciate that 
the church leadership goes back several 
generations,” he said. “The depth of 
relationship is already here.”

Father Tom and his wife Perrin, son 
William, 17, and daughters Virginia, 19, 
Evie, 15 and Sophie, 12, all look forward 
to playing a lot of tennis and spending 
time on the water as they get to know 
Jacksonville and its historic neighborhoods.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church will hold 

Rally Day on Sunday, Aug. 30. Rev. 
Murray’s arrival gives new meaning 
to the annual drawing together for 
common spiritual purpose and renewing 
of spiritual energy.

Rev. Tom Murray

Movers & shakers

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of  Jacksonville

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Waterfront Living at a Great Price

6225 Ortega Farms Boulevard • $725,000
4 bedrooms/3.5 bathrooms/2,704 sq. ft.

2014 Top Producer in the Avondale Office
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Supporting the troops through subs

Bob Ross and Mike O’Brien of the United Service Organization 
(USO) accept a check for $2,000 from Jersey Mike’s owner Drew 
Maider, general manager Matt Randle and owner Joe Debiase. The 
restaurant on Roosevelt Boulevard supplied sub sandwich cards to 
the USO for soldiers and their families and to area businesses. During 
a five-day period in late June, the cards could be used for a free sub in 
exchange for a $2 donation to help the nonprofit USO support troops 
through morale, welfare and recreation services.

Agency brings on new realtors

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty recently added a diverse team of 
six new realtors to its offices in Avondale and San Marco. Joining the company are Keith Combs 
(photo not available), Juli Gordon, Quinnell “Q” Jones, Shaun Lewis, Dimetrius Madden and 
Wendy Register-Aldridge.

Combs has been in real estate 15 years and lives in Avondale; Gordon is a professional 
photographer of 15 years and new to real estate while Jones is returning to real estate and to Berkshire 
Hathaway. Lewis begins a new career in real estate armed with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration and management from Jacksonville University; Madden, a former business analyst 
at Chase, brings experience in loan processing to his clients, and Register-Aldridge, previously the 
Family Courts Case Manager at Duval County Courthouse, brings interpersonal skills to the process 
of buying or selling real estate.

Juli Gordon Wendy Register-
Aldridge

Dimetrius 
Madden

Shaun Lewis Quinnell Jones

Symphony appoints new board members, hires new public relations director
The Jacksonville Symphony 

Association named five new members 
to its board of directors and elected 
new officers for its 2015-2016 season, 
and hired Amy Rankin as director of 
public relations.

Ortega resident Matthew S. McAfee, 
executive vice president of the law 
firm of Driver, McAfee, Peek and 
Hawthorne will serve a two-year board 

chair term effective July 1, 2015. 
Joining McAfee as officers are Vice 

Chair David Strickland, retired president 
of EverBank; Secretary Elizabeth 
Lovett Colledge, Ph.D., president of 
Commodores Point Terminal Corp. and 
a Riverside resident; and Treasurer Rick 
Moyer, Partner of Price Waterhouse 
Cooper, who is serving the second year 
of a two-year term.

New members to the board are 
Avondale resident John Surface, 
executive vice president of Corporate 
Development at EverBank; Karen 
Bower, vice president, marketing and 
public relations, Riverplace Capital 
Management, of Ortega; Tim Cost, 
president of Jacksonville University, 
and retired executives Tyler Dann and 
Doug Worth.Amy Rankin Matthew McAfee

Movers & shakers

1537 Margaret Street • Open Every Day
904.355.4434 • Mossfire.com

Cool doesn’t 
get better 

than frozen.
Everyday

from
3-7pm

TUESDAYS
FROM 3-CLOSE
$5 frozen drinks
from our Specialty 
Frozen Drink Menu

happy 
H  UR 

$5 
frozen 
drinks

august special

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Laney Smith, REALTOR®

904-674-1888
3627 St. Johns Ave. 

Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005
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Jan Hirabayashi, owner and CEO 
of Broadbased Communications, 
led the design and development of 
the new JAX Chamber Foundation 
website. The Foundation chose 
BroadBased Communications last 
fall to design the new site, www.
JAXChamberFoundation.org. 

“The whole process took about 
six months and engaged our entire 
team of strategists, writers, designers 
and developers,” said Hirabayashi, 
of Avondale. “We are very proud 
of the end result and couldn’t be 
more pleased to have played a role 
in furthering the message and 
the mission of the JAX Chamber 
Foundation and the important work 
they do in the region.”

The website 
increases 
access to the 
JAX Chamber 
Foundation’s 
programs, 
including 
community 
leadership, workforce development 
and entrepreneurial education 
programs in support of long-term 
regional prosperity. 

“As a long-time volunteer 
and mentor for the Jacksonville 
Women’s Business Center, I think 
I was as excited as anyone on the 
JAX Chamber Foundation staff 
to see this project come to life!” 
Hirabayashi said.

Jan Hirabayashi

Jolley promoted at local agency
Ortega Forest resident Kate Jolley was recently 

promoted to brand marketing manager at Brunet-
Garcia Advertising, where she has worked for four 
years following an internship after graduating from 
the University of Florida with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism. Jolley recently coordinated the agency’s 
communication planning efforts for the National 
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) in Bethesda, 
Maryland. She is also a member of the CAPtivators, a 
young professionals group that supports Cathedral Arts Project.

The agency also promoted Anna Jaffee to account brand strategist, and 
brought on board two new hires: Bianca Borghi as junior art director and 
Chad Villarroel as junior account coordinator.

Kate Jolley

Avondale resident designs new website for 
Jax Chamber Foundation

Former councilman on new Mayor’s staff
Former City Councilman-at-Large Robin 

Lumb, of Riverside, will serve on Mayor Lenny 
Curry’s staff as Director of Policy, and report to 
newly appointed Chief of Staff Kerri Stewart.  

In this position Lumb will advise, research and 
implement mayoral initiatives. He will work with 
staff to implement short- and long-term priorities 
of the Mayor’s Office, assuring that projects are 
consistent with city policy and that municipal 
resources are allocated appropriately.    Lumb 
will make recommendations, and develop action 

plans for meeting objectives.
 “Robin sees the big 

picture and still understands 
the myriad of details and 
requirements of public 
policy,” Stewart said.

 Lumb resigned his 
position as chairman of the 
Duval County Republican 
Executive Committee (REC) 
to accept the role of policy director.

Robin Lumb

Local venues host Children’s Art for Hope Tour
The Children’s Art for Hope Tour kicked 

off in May at the Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens to bring awareness to kidney 
cancer. Artwork created by local children 
was submitted into the Art for Hope contest 
and judged by local artists Dr. Dianne 
Dawood, Ed.D.; Nofa Dixon and Jean Dodd 
of Avondale, Syd Jenkins, and Dr. Joyce 
Karsko, Ph.D.  

Children were invited to submit a piece 
of art into the contest held in March at 
Riverside Arts Market. They were instructed 
to create art that inspired “Hope” – hope for 
a cure for kidney cancer.

The artwork from the 10 winning artists is 
on a year-long city-wide tour which began 
in Art Connections at the Cummer Museum 
of Art & Gardens through August 16 and 
will continue with a stop next at Whiteway 
Deli, then Mayo Clinic, Watson Realty Corp, 
Zoë’s Kitchen in Ponte Vedra, and finally 
Jacksonville Pediatrics, where it will remain.

Winning artists on tour include Peyton 

Kimball, St. Matthew’s Catholic School; 
Kevin McAfee, St. Mark’s Episcopal Day 
School, and Adam Russell, St. Paul’s 
Catholic School.

Linda Ostoski, president and Nick Nicholson, 
chairman emeritus of the Judy Nicholson Foundation, 
stopped by the Cummer Museum to visit the 
Children’s Art for Hope Tour on display.

1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com

      facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

The Perfect Time to Sell is NOW!

2358 Riverside Avenue, #904 
This 9th floor condo has 2,725 sq. ft., 3BR/3BA with 

marble floors, large open living area with gas 
fireplace, formal dining room, owner’s suite w/ great 

master bathroom, gourmet kitchen w/granite 
and stainless. $829,000

1028 Osceola Street
Spacious 3BR/2BA two story home featured on RAP 
Home Tour 2011. 60’ wrap porch. Huge master suite/
private bath 2nd flr. Off-street private parking pad for 

3 cars. 1,815 sq. ft. $375,000

3027 St. Johns Avenue
Restored home across street from St. Johns River,  and 
within walking distance of Shoppes & Restaurants of 

Avondale. 2 car garage with an apartment above serving 
as a complete guest house. 5BR/4.5BA and 4,317 sq. ft.  

$874,000

1661 Riverside Avenue, #405 
2BR/2BA top floor with Memorial Park views from the 

living room, master bedroom and the private patio. 
hardwood flooring, soaring detailed concrete ceilings 

throughout. 1,117 sq ft.  $209,000

2663 Ernest Street 
This 3BR/1BA home features beautifully refinished 

hardwood floors throughout, a convenient screened 
patio off of the back of the house and tons of storage 

with a one car garage as well as a shed. 1,321 sq. ft.  
$155,000

4824 Attleboro Street
Classic 3BR/1BA Mid Century Brick Home with 

updated open floor plan and 1,321 sq. ft.  Attached 
large garage with wide driveway and lovely Florida 

room. $139,000

746 Ralph Street
Craftsman Bungalow near the popular King St. 

District. This 3BR/2BA features an pdated kitchen 
and baths as well as walk in closet/sunroom off of 

upstairs bedroom. 1,475 sq. ft. $155,000

REDUCED

REDUCED REDUCED REDUCED
3572 Valencia Road

Charming 3BR/2BA bungalow in the heart of 
Avondale. Remodeled throughout. All rooms have 9’ 

ceilings and crown molding and 9’’ base. Master 
suite added in 2012. 1,715 sq. ft. $319,000

REDUCED

1881 Powell Place
Kitchen with breakfast nook, butlers pantry/caterers’ 
kitchen, formal dining room, formal living room with 
panoramic views of St. John’s River, game room with 

wet bar. 3BR/3.5BA and 2,889 sq. ft. $987,000

1070 Wolfe Street 
Updated 3BR/2BA with New roof, New ceilings, New 
HVAC. All new kitchen with stainless steel appliances 
and granite counter tops, fresh interior and exterior 

paint, updated baths. 1,676 sq ft.  $199,000

REDUCED



XC90
XC90
XC90
XC90
XC90
XC90
XC90
XC90

10863 Philips Highway, Jacksonville FL 32256  904-396-5486  OSteenVolvo.com

Starting
at

The 2016 
XC90

$48,900

It’s Here!

Standard Equipment 
Includes:

•    Navigation with lifetime map upgrades

•    Panoramic Sunroof

•    Rear Park Assist Sensors

•    Rear Parking Camera

•    19" Alloy Wheels

•    9" LCD Touch Screen 
Infotainment System

•    Keyless Ignition

•     Hands free Power Tailgate with 
Remote open/closing

•     Four Zone Touch Screen Climate System 
(touch screen controls for middle row)

•    3rd row seating

Facts about the 
upgrade versus 
previous model:

•    5.5 inches longer

•    1.3 inches wider

•    5 inch longer wheel base

•    2.4 inches more legroom in 2nd row

•    1.8 inches more legroom in 3rd row

•    5300 Towing capacity 
(1800 lb improvement)

Free Valet pickup 
for service repairs

Pricing is the responsibility of the retailer.

XC90 
Roadshow 

Event

$40,645

Nicely equipped  
with a starting  
price of

The 2015.5  
XC60

•   Includes leather seating, 
factory navigation  
w/free lifetime updates,  
panoramic sunroof,  
power front seats,  
in car Wi-Fi, Bluetooth

XC90
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

You have to wonder why someone 
would sink a million dollars or more – in 
the 1980s, no less – into a sports venue 
that was never utilized.

Fast-forward nearly 30 years and the 
next question is why someone else would 
want to put an as-yet-undetermined 
amount into restoring an abandoned and 
overgrown cycling track.

While Wally McGregor’s sanity was 
often questioned by many when he built 
the eight-inch-thick concrete velodrome 
in the middle of 13 thickly forested 
acres, Charlie Fetzer’s wife Cathy was 
the only one who questioned his state 
of mind when he briefly contemplated 
purchasing the property in 1990 from 
McGregor’s widow.

At the time, the Fetzers had three young 
children and Cathy didn’t want to move 
from their Ortega home to Baldwin. 

Fetzer passed on the opportunity, but he 
is no fool. 

The co-owner of Lakeshore Bicycles, 
along with Cathy and with his brother 
Mark, is trying to revive McGregor’s 
dream by making this abandoned 
velodrome the next addition to 
Jacksonville’s sports tourism landscape.

“Track cycling is on the rise in the 
united States,” Fetzer said. “We have 
a tremendous population base that is 
underserved by this sport.”

Wally’s folly

The story behind McGregor’s velodrome 
is as intriguing as a rags-to-riches story 
– in reverse. The son of a Volusia County 
judge, Wallace McGregor served in the Air 
Force during the Korean War. Following 
his service, he was a “lucrative attorney” in 

Restoring the velodrome to original glory and purpose 
Wally’s folly or final piece to city’s sports puzzle

Aerial view of the Wally McGregor Velodrome, formerly known as the 
Brandy Branch Park Bicycle Track when it was constructed in 1988.

Washington, D.C., according to Fetzer. 
In 1969, McGregor moved back to 

Florida, got involved in building a speedway 
in DeLand, then found his way to Duval 
County. A recovering alcoholic, McGregor 
owned Brandy Branch Florist, a recreational 
and catering company, but spent his free 
time – and his money – on setting up 
halfway houses for recovering alcoholic 
veterans, and on the building of a velodrome, 
according to Fetzer.

“McGregor was a visionary. That 
velodrome was his focus in life,” Fetzer said. 
“He bought the property and built a big barn 
for squadron parties. He paid more than a 
million dollars to build the velodrome, with 
bleachers, towers, lights, and took out an ad 
in the paper to announce the opening.”

Then before the bicycle race track 
could be used, McGregor was diagnosed 
with leukemia and died a month later on 
Dec. 22, 1989.

When Fetzer didn’t take Lottie McGregor 
up on her offer to buy the property she sold 
it three months later to Howard Hawkins 
for $100,000. Hawkins used the property 
for parties until he sold it to the Board of 

Trustees of Florida’s Internal Improvement 
Trust Fund for $324,700 in 2006.

They will come

Not long after the property was sold to the 
state, Fetzer, along with Mike Smith, created 
a grassroots organization of volunteers to 
petition both the state and the city for access 
to the property and permission to clean it up 
for bicyclists’ use. 

The state, meanwhile, brought in 
bulldozers and razed everything, not 
knowing about the concrete track that lay 
under 20 years’ worth of leaves and other 
debris.

“I was going out there every day to watch 
the state pull down those buildings. They 
didn’t even know the track was over there it 
was so overgrown,” said Fetzer. “One day I 
went out there and they were carefully taking 
the dirt off the track. The next thing I know 
they’re putting logs on it and putting up 
more fences to keep people off it, but kids are 
still getting in there to ride.

“It could truly become a tourist attraction 
for the Westside of Jacksonville,” Fetzer said. 

“I’m trying to get a 
group together to open 
it up again. I’ve gone to 
other velodromes to see 
what they are like.” 

Fetzer has the 
support of District 12 
Councilman Doyle 
Carter, who told him 
that he would see 
what he could do to 
bring the state and the 
city together.

In the meantime, 
Fetzer and Smith 
cobbled together a 
One Spark project 
to gain support for 

the restoration of the Wally McGregor 
Velodrome. He said they want to clear 
some of the land to develop a parking lot 
and a trail to the Jacksonville Baldwin 
Rail Trail for safe bicycle access to the 
velodrome.

Fetzer and Smith are hoping to raise 
funds to re-surface the track, install a 
fence, bleachers, an announcer’s tower 
with lights, sound and start-finish 
timing equipment.

“The city of Jacksonville is already 
being paid by the state to maintain the 
grounds of the track,” Fetzer explained. 
“The 2.5 million dollars is going to be 
spent through the state to put a parking 
lot, a bridge, and a restroom in across the 
Brandy Branch creek. This is going to be 
funded by the trail going from Cary State 
Forest to Keystone Heights.” 

Wally’s folly has become Fetzer’s dream. 
When he took the late William Sulzbacher 
on a tour of the property some years ago, 
Fetzer said Sulzbacher told him, “You see 
the value in the property. It just takes the 
world a little longer to see the purpose.”

Charlie Fetzer, co-owner of Lakeshore 
Bicycles, the oldest bike shop in Jacksonville, 
is lobbying for restoration of a never-used 
velodrome in Baldwin.

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
904-699-4417
www.joywalkerrealtor.com
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Just Listed! Delightful 1922 Avondale bungalow, zoned CRO, and featured on the 2011 RAP Home Tour. This cheerful and airy 3/1 historic bungalow features original hardwood floors, fireplace, kitchen with new 
appliances, plantation shutters and large welcoming front porch and backyard patio. New roof (March, 2015) and freshly painted interior and exterior (July, 2015). In recent years, this house has been “HOME” to an 

architectural firm, an artist’s studio, and small private business and residence. Located close to St. Vincent’s Hospital, schools, popular neighborhood restaurants and shops, and neighborhood Churches. Walk, or bike, 
to Memorial Park, Starbucks, and the Cummer Museum. This cozy bungalow has it all! Live-Work-Relax all in the same place! List Price: $255,000

Open House:
Sunday, August 9, Noon -2pm

904.272-2020
ClayEye.com

Riverside
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

Orange Park
2023 Professional Center Dr.

Orange Park, FL 32073

Fleming Island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223
St. Vincent’s Hospital

• LASER CATARACT SURGERY
• LASIK SURGERY
• GLAUCOMA SURGERY
• MACULAR DEGENERATION
• DIABETIC EYE DISEASE
• CORNEA SURGERY
• COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
• PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY
• FAMILY EYE CARE 
• CONTACT LENSES

Proudly serving the North Florida community for over 35 years.



Trust the NAME that’s been 
with you for 50 years!

4194 San Juan Ave. | Jacksonville, FL 32210 | WatsonRealtyCorp.com | 904-387-3555

Lorri M. Reynolds
Managing Broker/Vice President
Watson Avondale/Ortega Office
904-612-8952 (cell)
Imreynolds@watsonrealtycorp.com

NEED A 
MEETING 

SPACE?

Our office training room is 
available at no charge for 
your HOA’s, Non-Profits, 
Charities, or Board meetings 
up to 40 people.

5552 Salerno Rd.
$239,900

4245 St. Francis Cir.
$259,900

3943 Oak St.
$399,000

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

2405 Laurel Rd. 
$849,900

4042 Barcelona Ave.
$545,000

UNDER CONTRACT

5021 Ortega Farms Blvd.
$279,900

4605 Princess Anne Ln.
$299,900

4842 River Basin Dr. N.
$1,250,000

NEW LISTING

4401 Ortega Farms Cir.
$699,900

NEW LISTING

1835 Cedar River Dr.
$249,000

1247 Ardsley Rd.
$399,900

3858 Hollingsworth St.
$259,900

NEW LISTING

2981 Riverside Ave.
$719,900

4616 Nottingham Rd.
$270,000

SOLD

2368 Riverside Ave.
$499,900

4300 Lakeside Dr. #3
$249,900

2651 Post St.
$339,900

SOLD

4031 Timuquana Rd.
$1,795,000

NEW LISTING

1880 Edgewood Ave. S.
$1,299,000

6343 Ortega Farms
$400,000

4838 Ortega Forest Dr.
$715,000

SOLD

4115 Lakeside Dr.
$249,900

4315 Smugglers Way
$269,900

UNDER CONTRACT

1344 Ingleside Ave.
$249,903

5038 Eagle Point Dr.
$340,000

4530 Iroquois Ave.
$273,900

SOLD

1025 Oriental Gardens Rd. 
$825,000

4537 Ortega Farms Cir.
$528,000

3598 Trask St. 
$165,000

NEW LISTING

4922 Seaboard Ave.
$279,900

SOLD

Women’s Center of Jacksonville celebrates 
Unsung Sheroes

Unsung Sheroes – and one hero 
– was the theme for the Women, 
Words & Wisdom speaker event 
hosted July 8 by the Women’s 
Center of Jacksonville. The 
19 women and one man were 
recognized for their efforts to 
improve the lives of women, 
including many of the 11,000 that 
the Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
touches each year.

Those honored included Dr. 
Lori Bilello, Jacksonville Women’s 
Network; Pat Bloebaum, Hubbard 
House; Dr. Dale Clifford, UNF 
Women’s Center; Michelle DeLuca, 
Angels for Charity Transportation; 
Kirsten Doolittle, Esq., Planned 
Parenthood of North Florida; Will 
Evans, Jr., Community Connections 
of Jacksonville; Leslie Fronczak, 
Women Business Owners of North 
Florida; Raye Gary, National 
Council of Negro Women; Carolyn 
Gentry, Florida Times-Union EVE 
Awards; Marie Heath, Schell Sweet 
Center; Michelle Knight, National 
Organization of Women; Rev. Mary 
Campbell McKinney, Harvest Inter-
Cultural Ministries; Beth Meyer, 
Chief of Disabled Services Division, 
City of Jacksonville; Moitreyi Nayek, 
Muslim Women Civic Group; Alba 
Orozco, Multicultural Ministry, 
Diocese of St. Augustine; Tiffani 
Perez, Hill Breast Center; Willette 
Richie, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Gamma 
Rho Omega Chapter; Dr. Teresa 
Rummans, Mayo Clinic, Sulzbacher 
Center; Sheila Spivey, UNF 
Women’s Center, and Dr. Jennifer 
King Weldon, Duval County Sexual 
Assault Advisory Council.

Book characters come to life for a night 
at the library

Board Member Kathy Harrison with Gala 
Chair Natalie Stockton and Learn to Read 

President Carolyn Williams

John and Jametoria Burton

Honorary Chair 
Betsy Lovett with 

Ward Lariscy



PAGE 25RESIDENT COMMuNITY NEWSAuGuST 2015

REG ISTER

Women’s Center of Jacksonville celebrates 
Unsung Sheroes

Unsung Sheroes – and one hero 
– was the theme for the Women, 
Words & Wisdom speaker event 
hosted July 8 by the Women’s 
Center of Jacksonville. The 
19 women and one man were 
recognized for their efforts to 
improve the lives of women, 
including many of the 11,000 that 
the Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
touches each year.

Those honored included Dr. 
Lori Bilello, Jacksonville Women’s 
Network; Pat Bloebaum, Hubbard 
House; Dr. Dale Clifford, UNF 
Women’s Center; Michelle DeLuca, 
Angels for Charity Transportation; 
Kirsten Doolittle, Esq., Planned 
Parenthood of North Florida; Will 
Evans, Jr., Community Connections 
of Jacksonville; Leslie Fronczak, 
Women Business Owners of North 
Florida; Raye Gary, National 
Council of Negro Women; Carolyn 
Gentry, Florida Times-Union EVE 
Awards; Marie Heath, Schell Sweet 
Center; Michelle Knight, National 
Organization of Women; Rev. Mary 
Campbell McKinney, Harvest Inter-
Cultural Ministries; Beth Meyer, 
Chief of Disabled Services Division, 
City of Jacksonville; Moitreyi Nayek, 
Muslim Women Civic Group; Alba 
Orozco, Multicultural Ministry, 
Diocese of St. Augustine; Tiffani 
Perez, Hill Breast Center; Willette 
Richie, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Gamma 
Rho Omega Chapter; Dr. Teresa 
Rummans, Mayo Clinic, Sulzbacher 
Center; Sheila Spivey, UNF 
Women’s Center, and Dr. Jennifer 
King Weldon, Duval County Sexual 
Assault Advisory Council.

Board members Heather Webb Bryant, 
Laura Chambers Atkins, Susanne Gross

Kristen Barth, Marie O’Keefe Hope McMath, Alicia Somers

Gillian Ticehurst, Delores Barr Weaver, 
Alma Ballard, board president

The latest installation at the 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art Jacksonville (MOCA) was 
opened to patrons in mid-July, 
as special guests were able 
to embrace and interpret the 
bright and colorful Project 
Atrium artwork of Tallahassee-
based artist Joelle Dietrick. 
Her works are focused on 
the fascination of “big data” 
and the interpretation of the 
glitches that can occur in the 
geolocation data systems within 
the shipping industry. Through 
precise layering of adhesive 
backed fabric and paint, the 
artist manipulates architectural 
fragments and forms into a 
glitch art aesthetic. The exhibit 
opened July 18 and will run 
through Oct. 25.

The opening of the latest 
exhibition provided guests 
with the ability to view the 
latest atrium, but take in the 
current featured exhibits titled, 
Southern Exposure: Portraits 
of a Changing Landscape and 
In Time We Should Know 
Ourselves: Photographs by 

Raymond Smith, among 
other works throughout 
three floors of 
exploratory experience at 

the downtown museum.

MOCA donors welcome latest exhibit

Social
Mike and Susie Miller with Gwen and Alan Howard

Jaime DeSimone, 
assistant curator 
of exhibitions with 
Jim Draper

Kylie Efron with Mia Clark Vin and Ana Saini

There were characters and costumes galore 
as patrons made their way to the Betsy Lovett 
Courtyard at the Jacksonville Main Public 
Library downtown. The Night at the Library 
gala was highlighted by a giving group who 
donned literary character costumes in support of 
Jacksonville’s reading challenged. 

With one in six adults struggling with illiteracy, 
the future becomes a harrowing place for those 
who are unable to read. From prescription drug 
labels to food ingredients on packages, recipes in 
cookbooks and street signs to homework for their 
children, adults in Duval County are in need of 
assistance. As the Learn to Read programs work 
to garner support from the City of Jacksonville, 
patrons help to offset the funding shortages by 
delivering donations, silent auction participation 
and ticket purchases. Learn to Read Executive 
Director Judy Bradshaw stressed the importance of 
the support as the program had to shut its doors a 
few years ago. “Don’t think for a minute we take 
your [donor] support for granted,” she said to 
those who were present at the July 18 event.

During the evening Bradshaw presented 
Honorary Chair Betsy Lovett with an unexpected 
award. Learn to Read Jacksonville has named a 
nook the Betsy Lovett Reader’s Corner in the new 
Adult Learning Center at the Bradham and Brooks 
Branch of the Jacksonville Library in honor of the 
philanthropist’s longtime interest in literacy.

“I was really quite surprised,” said Lovett. “It 
was overwhelming, as these honors are typically 
naming opportunities.”

Book characters come to life for a night 
at the library

Resort casual was the dress for an 
evening at The River House Spirituality 
Center on July 11 at the Shircliff 
Society Summer Soiree. The society’s 
board of directors invited members 
and prospects to the cocktail reception 
that included live music. Robert T. 
Shircliff and his wife Carol were on 
hand to greet the young professionals 
and their guests, and Shircliff gave 
an inspirational message about 
philanthropy in the community.

“The membership had peaked at just 
over 100,” said Tim Forman, Director 
of Planned & Major Giving, St. 
Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation. “We 
want to offer this opportunity to other 
young professionals to get involved 
with the society.” 

The Shircliff Society’s Young 
Professionals Group is currently raising 
funds to install a Book Nook on both 
floors at the St. Vincent’s Family 
Medical Center.

Summer soiree adds 
to membership, 
benefits Book Nook

Front: Tim Forman, William Nash, Mariah Verseput, 
Holly Crews, Robert T. Shircliff; back: Kyle Crisp, 

Scott Ennis, Justin Markley, Paul Grainger

William and Leanna Nash, Erica and Chris DeStephano

Robert and Carol Shircliff, William Nash Kate Jolley and Lasa Ennis

Board Member Kathy Harrison with Gala 
Chair Natalie Stockton and Learn to Read 

President Carolyn Williams

John and Jametoria Burton

Honorary Chair 
Betsy Lovett with 

Ward Lariscy

The Queen of Hearts, 
Jessica Clifton, 

with husband and 
Immediate Past 

President dressed as the 
Mad Hatter, Josh Clifton
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1938 Hamilton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32210-2046

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com

PIRATES BAY WATERFRONT • $230,000
Location and convenience plus! 3BR/3BA 1,866SF 

townhome with 1 BR & BA downstairs and views of 
beautiful Pirates Bay! LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

VENETIA • $139,000
Super convenient, super price!  Walk to Timuquana 
CC & shopping!  3BR/1BA, 1,361SF with nearly new 

appliances! DIXIE HARDMAN • 631-0975

Norville Realty 
is pleased to 

announce Randy 
and Brenda Brown 
as Sales Leaders of 

the Month! Randy & Brenda Brown
ReALToRS®

(904) 403-4807 & (904) 710-1848

ORTEGA FOREST WATERFRONT • $1,050,000
Awesome 5BR/3.5BA home with two story screened 
living and dining porch, summer kitchen, pool, dock & 

boat house!  WINFIELD DUSS • 710-7948

FANNING ISLAND WATERFRONT • $650,000
Bring your boat and enjoy the stunning water 

views! 3BR/3.5BA, 2,520SF.  2 master suites & 2 
fireplaces! LISA TUCKER • 868-6056

OLD ORTEGA • $279,850
Adorable home nestled on a large lot!  3BR/2BA, 

1,675 SF with family room + huge deck & workshop!
BART COLBERT • 424-3946

In loving memory of our 
dear Katherine Klockenbrink. 

Forever in our hearts!

Laura 
McLaughlin

Lee NorvilleWinfield Duss Linda 
Shepherd

David 
Taylor

Lisa Anthony
Tucker

Randy & 
Brenda Brown

Bart Colbert Scott 
Fortenberry

Dixie 
Hardman

Cathleen
Lee

Toy Scott

NeW PRICe

ORTEGA FOREST • $365,000
Lovely, traditional all brick with 4BR/2full & 2 half BA,
2,329SF and a gorgeous screened pool and patio!

LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

NeW PRICe NeW PRICe

The uptown Civitan Club 
hosted a reverse auction 
July 18 at WJCT Studios. 
Dubbed the Second Annual 
Golden Opportunity for the 
Community and You, the club 
sold 300 tickets at $100 each, 
three of which were auctioned 
during the night of the event. 
A Grand prize of $10,000 was 
awarded for the last ticket 
drawn. The holders of the three 
tickets decided to split the grand 
prize. Diane Young, Dr. Ron 
Winchester and Clara Webster 
each took home $3,333.33.

Dan Kossoff, former producer 
of the Jacksonville Jazz Festival 
was the master of ceremonies. 
Musician Tony Novelly 
provided the entertainment. 
Flagship committee member 
Nancy Chamblin put together 
a collection of themed gift 
baskets, which were also 
awarded during the evening 
and a silent auction was held. 
Participants enjoyed drinks 
and hors d’ oeuvres and live 
entertainment.

Civitan grossed $31,000 
to benefit several nonprofit 
organizations, which serve 
community needs with an 
emphasis on those with 
disabilities.

uptown Civitan fundraiser benefits local nonprofits

Barbara Drake and Civitan Vice President Joyce DeVillez Sally and Walter Suslak, Margaret Purcell, Lynn and Mary Jarrett

Civitan Past President Gayle Kanak, Mattie Fraser and Jean SmithLaura McLaughlin, Jim and Laura Crooks

Andrew Regensburg, Iris Eisenberg, Chris and Lauren Rohman, Robyn Mendlow John Carter, Civitan President Wynester Sherrer, Yolanda Carter



PAGE 27RESIDENT COMMuNITY NEWSAuGuST 2015

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Elizabeth O’Steen 
REALTOR® 

904.465.1706 
elizabeth.osteen@ 

floridanetworkrealty.com 

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777
CeCe@
floridanetworkrealty.com

Historic 
ElEgancE

3723 Richmond Street,  
most desirable street in Avondale 

4 bedrooms/2.5 bathrooms, 
3,425 sq. ft.

Changes were in the wind last month 
as The Rotary Club of West Jacksonville 
moved venues for its weekly luncheon 
meetings following the June 24 
installation of new officers.

The move to the Florida Yacht Club, 
in the works for the last several months, 
was overwhelmingly approved by the 
club membership in a poll taken after 
club leadership thoroughly vetted the 
possible alternatives. 

New president Bob Hyde stated that 
there was a nearly unanimous belief 
among the many members he spoke with 
that the move is both timely and likely 
to improve the club’s ability to grow and 
sustain its new membership.

On being elected president of the 
Rotary Club of West Jacksonville, 
Hyde noted, “Westside Rotary has an 

abundance of outstanding leaders, 
many of whom have served as its 
president. So it is daunting and 
humbling to step into this office, but at 
the same time it is an exciting challenge 
to follow them in service to the Club, to 
the community and the world beyond.  
At Rotary, our motto is ‘Service above 
self ’ and being president of Westside 
Rotary gives me a special opportunity 
to live this creed out every day.”

In addition to Hyde, the new officers 
and board members are Cathy Cold, 
president-elect/vice president; Ed 
Lombard, secretary; Josh Harrison, 
treasurer; and Dan Maloney, Sergeant-
at-Arms. Members of the board of 
directors include Jimmy Kelly, Jackie 
Culver, Mary Pat Wallmeyer, Eric 
Sherman and Kevin Hurd. 

Rotary Club celebrates changing 
of the guard, new venue

Mary Pat Wallmeyer with Frances and Bill Howey, Dan and Laura Maloney

Jackie Culver, Jeff Collins and Jeanine SasserImmediate Past President Dan Dodd 
with President Bob Hyde

Partying like it was 140,000,000 B.C.

Dinosaur jokes and puns ran 
rampant (No date? Just go stag-
osaurus!) during the adults-only 
“night at the museum” on July 18. 
The Museum of Science and History’s 
young affinity group – The Elements 
– enjoyed the animatronics dinosaurs 
at the Dinosaurs Unearthed exhibit, 
live science demos, a DJ, photo booth 
and a program in the Bryan-Gooding 

Planetarium. A MOSH classic – liquid 
nitrogen ice cream – was served with 
barbeque and brews. 

Founded in 2014, The Elements 
of MOSH is a member-based group 
for young professionals ages 21 to 40, 
who infuse a unique creative energy 
to MOSH and serve as membership 
ambassadors by sponsoring dynamic 
social, educational and volunteer events.

Daniel Russo and Sandy Lark Haltiwanger

Roxanne Romano and Cheeze Romano

We will be serving a ‘Very Special Three Course Prix Fixe Menu’ 
Priced at only $35 Per Person

‘DINE UP WINE CELLAR’

1314 Prudential Drive 
904.398.8989 

www.WineCellarJax.com

Although Eat Up Downtown will not be featured this August 
we invite you to ‘Dine up Wine Cellar’

Wine Cellar’s two new chefs, Chester Read and Jeanne Pettijohn 
along with long standing chef, Debra Hines 

will be showing you some of their best.

Check out our website to view the menu.

Served Monday, August 10th through Saturday, August 22nd  
(excluding Sunday)
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From a simple worry line to a scar, things that happen in life are often written on 
our face, which can have a profound effect on our self-image. 

No one understands this better than the doctors who practice the delicate and 
complex art of aesthetic and reconstructive surgery every day. As members of a 
world-class academic health center, UF Health surgeons not only perform the latest 
techniques, they pioneer and teach them. 

From simple cosmetic procedures to complex reconstruction, this team of doctors 
has a depth of knowledge that helps lead to happier outcomes – and more smiles 
in the mirror.

Every face tells a story. 
We can help make sure it’s a great one.

UF HEALTH AESTHETIC AND HEAD  
& NECK SURGERY – SOUTHSIDE 

UFHealthJax.org

4203 Belfort Road  //  Suite 345
Jacksonville, FL 32216  //  904.383.1667
Find us online at facebook.com/ufaesthetic

Tirbod Fattahi, MD, DDS
Associate Professor and Chair
UF Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery

 � Botox®

 � Brow Lift

 � Face & Neck Lift

 � Facial Augmentation

 � Juvederm®

 � Rhinoplasty 

 � Skin Care

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Colors – considered a form of nonverbal 
communication – have meanings that vary 
depending on culture and circumstances. 
For girls coming out of the juvenile justice 
and child welfare systems, pink symbolizes 
unconditional love and caring.

The Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center had 
recently moved its offices downtown to the 
Jessie Ball duPont Center from 5 Points but 
staff still wanted to maintain a presence in the 
neighborhood, with a place just for girls. 

Enter Ortega resident and Jacksonville 
philanthropist Helen Murchison Lane.

“Mrs. Lane heard Dr. Ravoira speak on 
several occasions and was moved by the 
plight of our most invisible girls,” said Tayloe 
McDonald, director of strategic planning 
and public affairs. “She owns the Pink House 
and totally renovated it for the girls to have a 
place to gather.”

The Pink House, built in 1901 and 
originally located on College Street, is a 
healing space for survivors of sex trafficking, 
a place where therapy, counseling, overnight 
gatherings, and meetings of the Girls’ 
Leadership Council are held.

Ortega philanthropist 
opens door to heart 
and home

Pink House offers love, nurturing for girls
 “Mrs. Lane had a vision of what she 

wanted to create,” said Dr. Lawanda Ravoira 
president and CEO, Delores Barr Weaver 
Policy Center. “She was very much involved 
to make sure it was a beautiful, sacred space.” 

The previous tenant, who operated a 
barbeque rib café, had turned the first 
floor of the charming pink cottage into 
an industrial kitchen. Most of the house 
had to be gutted to remove the grease that 
coated the walls and ceilings. The renovation 
includes new hardwood floors, new 
bathrooms and kitchen.

“The house and I are thrilled that you are 
here. I cannot tell you what it means to me,” 
said Helen Lane, in remarks to those gathered 
for the ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 14. 
“If the house could talk it has already told me 
it’s been happy before. The Arts Assembly 
was here before they outgrew it and turned 
into the Cultural Council, and the Historical 
Society was here and the house was happy 
then. And then we had a restaurant and I can’t 
say that the house was happy.” 

Anyssa Hernandez, a member of the Girls’ 
Leadership Council, said, “I would like to 
thank Miss Helen Lane for the house. We 
have many fun times here. I love your kitchen 
and we love to make cookies and cupcakes.”

Lane had the shot-gun bungalow moved 
some years ago to 626 May St., right next 
door to another of her many restoration 
projects, the Murchison-Lane Building 
at 630 May St., which is home to Friday 
Musicale, the Down Syndrome Association 
of Jacksonville and Theatreworks, Inc.

The Pink House, relocated and renovated by Helen Murchison Lane

Patron Helen Lane and 
Anyssa Hernandez, a 
member of the Girls’ 
Leadership Council, which 
meets at The Pink House.

Darnell-Cookman Middle/High School student Ijeoma Ikeokw, right, 
holds one end of the pink ribbon as Helen Lane cuts it for the opening 
of The Pink House, while Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, president and CEO, 
Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center, looks on with joy.
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Lunch SpeciaLS
 •  2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
 •   Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad 
& Beverage $5.99

 •  Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
alepiehouse.com

View Full Menu & Order Online nOw

• Monday Trivia Night 7pm

• Happy Hour 2-7pm Daily

(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

Gift Cards Available!

Catering Available

Celebrating Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Thank you to our neighborhood
 friends for our success!

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10-11 & Sun. 11-9

Elizabeth Meux 
REALTOR®

904.704.1576
egmeux@gmail.com

www.emeux.com A member of the franchisee system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC.

1366 Avondale Ave
Elegant Avondale home built in 2008 with exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail. Chef’s kitchen opens to 

Family Room, office, 4/3, 3227 sq. ft. Summer Kitchen and Two Car Garage with charming 528 sq. ft. apartment.

$829,000

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Did you know there are approximately 
1,150 nonprofits in Northeast Florida? 
Or that 167 of the 1,008 that are not large 
institutional operations had revenues 
over $1 million in 2010? Or that the 
largest primary healthcare network in 
Jacksonville is Baptist Health?

Members of the Meninak Club of 
Jacksonville learned these and many 
other facts pertaining to the nonprofit 
sector in Northeast Florida during a 
panel presentation moderated by Ortega 
resident Jill Dame, Executive Director of 
Leadership Jacksonville, on July 13 at the 
Lexington Hotel on the Southbank.

During the luncheon meeting, Dame 
hosted a game where each Meninak 
member received a clicker to register 
their answers as she quizzed the group 
on trivia regarding local nonprofits. 
Four representatives of the nonprofit 

Meninak members quizzed 
about local nonprofits

community made up a panel answered 
questions about their organizations as they 
came up within the game.

Panel members included Jack Sears, 
Scout Executive of Boy Scouts of America; 
Dave Tuttle, Executive Director of 
Presbyterian Social Ministries; Melanie 
Messer, Director of Development at 
Baptist Health; and John Cone, Executive 
Director and co-founder of BASCA 
(Building Abilities for Special Children 
and Adults). During the game, each 
panelist outlined the purpose of their 
organization and presented a little known 
fact about its work. 

The Meninak Club draws its membership 
from many business, professional, 
military and civic organizations within 
the Jacksonville community. It serves as a 
catalyst for networking among community 
leaders and seeks to provide a forum to 
shape the future of the city and Northeast 
Florida. Karen Brune Mathis serves as 
president of the club this year. 

Meninak President Karen Brune Mathis; Dave Tuttle, Executive Director of Presbyterian Ministries; 
Melanie Messer, Director of Development for Baptist Health Foundation; Jack Sears, Scout Executive 
for Boy Scouts of America; John Cone, Executive Director for BASCA (Building Abilities for Special 
Children and Adults) 

St. Vincent’s Clay County 
to hold Corks & Forks gala

Corks & Forks, the inaugural 
masquerade charity benefit for St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center Clay County, 
will feature signature dishes from eight 
of the region’s most talented chefs, 
exclusive wine and a spectacular setting 
on the banks of the St. Johns River. The 
gala will be held Friday, Oct. 23 at The 
Club Continental.

Corks & Forks event chairs Drs. 
Omar and Lorraine Dajani, and Senator 
Rob and Jennifer Bradley are planning 
an evening to benefit the community 
through increased outreach and 
expansion of St. Vincent’s Medical 
Center Clay County. The expansion 
would increase the hospital’s 64 in-
patient beds by 50 percent, expand its 
emergency room and provide women’s 
services through the construction of the 
J. Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Women and Infant’s Pavilion at Clay County.

Drs. Omar and Lorraine Dajani, Jennifer and 
Senator Rob Bradley

Y o u r L u x u r Y L i v i n g e x p e r t 9 0 4 . 3 0 4 . 5 4 5 8
© A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

4726 Cates Ave. Jacksonville FL. 1,518 sqft. 
3 Bedroom | 2 bathroom + 232 sqft detached 

Bonus | game room. Total of 1,750 sqft.
Listed at $180,000.00

julio.mendez@bhhsfnr.com

juliocesarmendez.com

JuLiOcesarmendez. 
reaLTOr® & ArCHiTeCT

Full Service Pharmacy
Medication compounding allows us to create custom 
medications  for you. Call us today to find out more.

Personalized
& Customized
Medications

We offer...

to fit your
specific needs

• Hormone Replacement 
• Prescription Pet Meds
• Customized Dosing
• Flavor Enhancement
• Topical Pain 
  Management

FREE 
DELIVERY 

TO HOME 
OR OFFICE!





Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525 www.janieboyd.com
buy with Confidence. List with Success.

Front row: Charlie Boyd, Cheryl Laucks, Janie Boyd, Jamie Spicer, Trey Martin. 
Back row: Tinnon Froehlich, Judy Jones Davis, Linda Strickland, Betty Thomas, 

Moody Baker, Carolyn Tatum.

FEATURED • 3867 Arden St. • $1,300,000
A premier residence in Historic Avondale located on Fishweir Creek.  

A Tour of Homes residence in 1989 with only 3 owners.  
Open House weekend August 22nd and 23rd from 1-4pm both days.  

Take an interactive tour at http://toursler.com/3867-arden

4827 Algonquin Ave. • $539,000
Traditional 2 story brick in the heart of Ortega Terrace  

with large lot and spacious rooms.

4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville, FL  32210  |  904-387-5538  |  Toll Free: 800-800-0895  |  info@ortegalanding.com  |  www.OrtegaLanding.com

If you love relaxing in boating style, you’ll love the amenities at The Marina at 
Ortega Landing. With occupancy at an all-time high, you’ll want to secure your 
slip now. Be ready to take advantage of those warm winter days with a cruise 
up or down the St. Johns, then relax by a cozy fire in our luxury clubhouse. 
Check out our specials and boater discounts. 

Visit www.OrtegaLanding.com or call us at (904) 387-5538.

Coming or going, plan to spend time at 
Jacksonville’s only resort-style marina. 

B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E

Top Brands Revealed at Local Discount Retailer
Savvy Shoppers Save on Endless Selections

Designers, smart consumers and college 
bound students are outfitting office spaces, 
filling second homes or dorms and staging real 
estate with furniture and accessories from a 
hidden treasure in West Jacksonville. Tight-
lipped buyers enjoy fire-sale prices on brands 
ranging from Lilly Pulitzer, Michael Amini, 
and Young American, while concealing their 
origins from those admiring their stylish 
choices, but the secret has now been revealed.

Viktor Gjergji, the gentleman and proprietor 
behind Viktor’s Payless and Grocery at 6612 
San Juan Avenue, is reaching out to a broader 
audience to grow his sales by providing unheard 
of deals on the finest furniture. Gjergji’s 
shop, just a few miles from the tony areas of 
Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, San Marco, San 
Jose and St. Nicolas, features brands from top 
designers while offering steep discounts on a 
treasure trove of goods. “Drexel, Barclay Butera, 
Pulasky, Collezione-Europa – any high end 
brand that exists, we have it,” said Gjergji.

The source of Gjergji’s selling power comes 
through purchasing goods from government 
auctions and seizures, unclaimed freight, and 
overstocks from other retailers. By purchasing 
through these outlets, Viktor’s provides 
endless deals on myriad grocery, personal 
and sportswear items, fine furniture, outdoor 
furniture and high end mattresses and box 
springs, to name just a few.

Gjergji enjoys passing those steep discounts 
on to nonprofits, churches, and even college 
students in need of assistance. “Not everyone 
can afford to buy fine furniture, but they can 
here,” he continued. “We do a lot for college 
kids and homeless shelters. We match dollar for 
dollar for college students, homeless shelters, 
Lutheran Services and churches.”

Gjergji’s honesty and friendly, helpful 
service extends to customers from all walks 
of life, reflecting his love for both country and 
community. “You can work anywhere in the 
world, but it doesn’t pay off like it does here. I 
started out as an employee and now I am the 
owner. I’m living the American dream,” said 
Gjergji, who immigrated to the United States 
in 1991.

Filling big ticket orders with high end 
furniture is part of that dream, yet nothing 
new to Gjergji, who recently outfitted the 
State Attorney’s office. “We completed it with 
seven truckloads of furnishings. We sell to 
judges, lawyers – anyone born and raised in 
Jacksonville should know of this hidden spot.”

Viktor’s not only furnishes steep discounts 
for the legal set and real estate staging services, 
but for anyone who wants half off or more 
on fabulous, exclusive furniture brands. Have 
college bound student under your roof? 
Viktor’s has a package deal at the ready. 

Need a new Lilly Pulitzer bed set for your 

master bedroom, or a classy Michael Amini 
credenza for the dining room of your vacation 
home? Viktor’s has what you want. Is your deck 
devoid of a rotisserie grill and comfy outdoor 
furniture? Viktor’s has you covered with deep 
discounts on some of the best brands.

Gjergji’s clientele, who range from 
college-bound students to high net worth 
homeowners, multiple property investors to 
those living paycheck-to-paycheck, all know 
one thing– there’s no day the same at Viktor’s. 
Shipments of goods arrive daily and no trip 
to the store is without surprises to be found 
among the newly stocked items.

The secret is out; Viktor’s Payless and 
Grocery has everything you need for every 
aspect of your life– all at steep discounts, of 
course. Groceries, sports, health and beauty, 
and baby and kids departments combine 
with the finest furniture to make your visit to 
Viktor’s Payless and Grocery a complete, truly 
one-stop shopping experience.

A Lilly Pulitzer bedroom accessory 
‘pagoda’ piece revealed for a sneak-peek

Viktor’s Payless & Grocery
is located at:
6612 San Juan Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210

(904) 786-5424
Operating hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday from  9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Viktor Gjergji

“Viktor’s has you 
covered with deep 
discounts on some 
of the best brands.”

ON YOUR 
BIRTHDAY
Furniture Items are20% off



2700 Riverside Avenue, Suite 2, Jacksonville, FL 32205
M-Th: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; F: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

904.265.7020
CSPCJAX.com

 
Dr. Travis Randall von Tobel has 
returned to Jacksonville to join Coast-
al Spine and Pain Center, bringing his 
passion for helping those suffering from 
chronic pain to their expanding Riverside 
location. 

“I chose pain management in order 
to treat the many deserving patients 
suffering from various forms of pain,” 
said Dr. von Tobel. “Specifically, I chose 
to pursue a career in pain management 
because my father, Dr. Toby von Tobel, 
suffered from chronic pain. My pro-
fessional and personal goal is to help 
prevent what happened to my father by 
delivering the utmost quality of care.” 

Coastal Spine and Pain Center treats 
acute and chronic pain. Their team 
consists of board-certified physical 
medicine and rehabilitation physicians, 
physicians’ assistants and medical 
staff, all chosen, like Dr. von Tobel, for 
their commitment and compassion for 
patient care.

“I chose Coastal because after having 
worked with some of the best physi-

cians in the world during my training, 
I wanted to work with the best in the 
greater Jacksonville area,” said Dr. von 
Tobel. “I take great pride in treating ev-
eryone with compassion.”
 
Dr. von Tobel is board eligible in physi-
cal medicine and rehabilitation. He has 
specialty training in ultrasound-guided 
injections as well as multiple interven-
tional and minimally invasive operative 
procedures of the spine and muscu-
loskeletal system. With Dr. von Tobel’s 
considerable background and training, 
he is very comfortable with Coastal’s 
multidisciplinary approach to interven-
tional pain management.

“I am able to bring a unique approach 
to pain management with the diversity 
of patients I was able to treat in New 
York City and the Caribbean, through my 
extensive surgical and sports medicine 
training,” said Dr. von Tobel. “To return 
our patients to peak performance, I also 
utilize the knowledge gained from my 
master’s degree in nutrition and from 
my studies of addiction medicine and 
alternative medicine.” 

As part of his extensive training career 
in the Northeast, Dr. von Tobel served 
as the orthopedic house physician and 
clinical coordinator at New York Presby-
terian/Lower Manhattan Cornell hospi-
tal, teaching residents and staff. There, 
as well as at Orlando Regional Medical 
Center and Brown University, he provid-
ed surgical care for orthopedic patients, 
in addition to fracture management, 
clinical coverage and wound care.

“With a great understanding of pain 
management and rehabilitation, Dr. von 

Tobel will be able to provide education 
to our patients while effectively treating 
and managing pain,” said Coastal Spine 
and Pain Center partner Dr. Kenneth 
Powell.

JACKSONVILLE ROOTS
“I am extremely happy to finally return 
home to Jacksonville and to join a 
multispecialty group of talented physi-
cians, including my mother and Coastal 
provider Darlene [von Tobel of Family 
Medical Centers],” said Dr. von Tobel. “I 
have now practiced as a physician for 
over 10 years and I am looking forward 
to continuing my medical career, re-fa-
miliarizing myself with the community, 
catching up with old friends and spend-
ing time with my family.” 

Although born in Heidelberg, Germany 
Dr. von Tobel grew up on the south-
side of Jacksonville where he attended 
Jacksonville Country Day School and 
graduated from The Bolles School. 
Upon graduation, and after winning one 
football and two wrestling state cham-
pionships, he was a four-year varsity 
college wrestler at Columbia University 
in New York City. 

Returning to the South, Dr. von Tobel 
pursued a Master of Science in Nutrition 
from the University of Florida, working 
in addiction medicine with a focus on 
smoking cessation. He then earned his 
medical degree from Drexel Universi-
ty College of Medicine, Philadelphia. 
Dr. von Tobel completed his physical 
medicine and rehabilitation residency at 
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center, 
Brooklyn, where he was elected the first 
solo chief resident. 
Serving as a humanitarian, he was the 

medical director of the non-profit Living 
With A Life-Long Ambition (LWALA). He 
also led two post-earthquake missions 
to Haiti, performing multiple operative 
and pain interventions with the Unity 
Games Charity out of Staten Island, NY. 
He resides in Ponte Vedra Beach with 
his family and looks forward to continu-
ing his humanitarian work in his home-
town. 

Coastal Spine and Pain Center is part of 
the Coastal Specialists network of physi-
cians in Northeast Florida that includes: 
gastroenterologists, orthopedic sur-
geons, nephrologists, podiatrists, phys-
ical therapists, hepatologists, urologists 
and psychiatrists. Located throughout 
the greater Jacksonville area, Coastal 
Spine and Pain centers are equipped 
with state-of-the-art technology that 
enables performance of personalized 
interventional pain management proce-
dures right on the premises.

To make an appointment with Dr. von 
Tobel, please call 904.265.7020. 

Returning to Jacksonville to Bring High-Level Patient Care 
Dr. von Tobel now accepting new patients at Riverside Location

Life. In balance.

Assisted Living for Memory Loss
An Arbor Company Community

5760 Timuquana Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32210
(904) 701-7227 • www.at-ortega.com

A Window Into their World
— 10 Minutes You will Never Forget —

Learning to create a positive environment for those with dementia can only come 
from attempting to walk in their shoes. That is why we are pleased to offer you 
an experience with The Virtual Dementia Tour, a scientifically proven method 
that teaches you the physical and mental challenges of those living with dementia. 
The tour simulates changes associated with cognitive decline and offers hope to 
caregivers and family members, providing you with valuable tips and tools.

Wednesday, August 12
Tours Offered 2-6:30 p.m.

Call to schedule your individual experience time.

Location: Arbor Terrace Ortega - 5760 Timuquana Road, Jacksonville

Space is limited for this experience. Please call (904) 701-7227 or email ccrawford@arborcompany.com 
by August 3 to reserve your individual tour time.
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4048 Herschel Street, 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

rayware.com

904.389.6659

Monday–Friday 
8 am–5 pm

HARDWARE

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

This is a love story.
After a life of being single, Pamela Telis 

found the love of her life in her mid-50s.
It is also a story about living, not dying.
Married five years, Telis received news 

two days before Christmas 2014 no one 
ever wants to hear: her husband, Harold 
McKeon, was diagnosed with ALS disease.

“We had planned a quiet Christmas 
and end of the year by ourselves so we 
had two weeks to ourselves, without any 
commitment, to process this,” said Telis. “It 
was a time of great grief, lots of tears, lots 
of fear, but we could begin the process of 
‘what is this about?’”

The road to that diagnosis started 
earlier in the fall when Telis noticed her 
husband’s arm was twitching. “I said 
maybe it was just stress,” McKeon said, 
“but it went on for the longest time so I 
went to my doctor. He didn’t say anything, 
but Pamela said ‘This is bad.’”

Telis said it took several months of testing 
to diagnose amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS) because doctors must first rule out 
many other diseases.

“That took about three months and 
as time went by we were coming to the 
realization…at different rates…that this 
could be ALS,” Telis said. “Then he started 
with stiffness in his right hand and now his 
voice is starting to change and that is scary, 
because it can progress kind of quickly.”

ALS is a progressive neurodegenerative 
disease that affects nerve cells in the brain 
and the spinal cord. Patients in the later 
stages of the disease may lose their voice 
and become totally paralyzed.

“Two thirds of people with ALS lose the 
ability to speak and so we’re now ‘banking 
his voice’ to use in a speech-generating 
device, if and when the time comes,” said 
Telis. “When something like this happens, 
you go online and read everything.”

A second medical opinion in January 
confirmed the diagnosis and now they 
could not deny the road ahead.

McKeon said, “It is what it is. We just 
have to make the best of it and try to keep a 
positive attitude and live life as much as you 
can. I want the rest of my life to be happy.”

Getting to the new normal

One piece of advice given by Patricia 
Stanco of The ALS Association Florida 
Chapter was, “The sooner you get to the 
new normal, the sooner you will focus on 
the living part of this disease and not on the 
dying part of the disease.” 

The Avondale couple’s ‘new normal’ 
included retirement, travel and a lot of 
research. 

“I am a take-action person and we got 

Avondale couple loves through challenges of ALS
Taking the road past the unthinkable

retired ASAP, bought an RV, bought a tow 
vehicle and planned a cross-country trip in 
two months and took off for eight weeks,” 
Telis said. “We have two more trips planned. 
In the fall we are going to New England 
because Harold’s not been to New England.” 

Their first road trip would have been a 
good time to develop a bucket list, but they 
got so busy getting ready for the cross-
country trip they didn’t have time to address 
it. “Then once we were on the trip we were 
so engaged we didn’t have any down time to 
think about it. I’ve been pushing him to get 
serious about it,” said Telis. 

It’s not just McKeon’s bucket list they are 
addressing, though. “We want to go overseas 
because Pamela hasn’t been to Europe,” he 
said. Telis replied, “I do have to make my 
own (list) because these are my days to do 
things with my husband.”

Her days also include a lot of 
paperwork and research.

“Because I have been in the field 
of science, I go out and get data; I get 
information and I use it and synthesize 
it,” Telis explained. “I feel like it’s the next 
opportunity to do something to help 
Harold, for us to live as fully as we can for 
the time being.”

Now that they are back from their second 
road trip, their next big job is to bank 
McKeon’s voice, and learn about grants 
available for changing the house. 

“How do we modify a historic home and 
still provide Harold for the needs he has?” 
Telis asked. “It’s important to Harold that I’ll 
be able to bring the house back.”

The gift of knowing

 Telis and McKeon are still very much in 
love and look at his diagnosis as a blessing.

“We have the gift of knowing Harold’s life 
is at an end, and as hard as that is to say, it 
is a gift. We were able to modify our lives, 
change things, put things in place, begin the 
journey and love each other in a special way,” 

said Telis. “As hard as it is living with this 
feeling of ‘oh my God, my husband is going 
to die’ – and I say that to myself every day – I 
also think to myself ‘How lucky you are to be 
with him’ and now we’re together full time. I 
try to see the gratefulness of the moment.”

Although they have connected with a 
support group through the Chapter, the 
couple wants to be inspirational to others. 
Telis has agreed to provide her email 
address (patellis@bellsouth.net) in the event 
someone else dealing with ALS would like to 
connect with them. “It’s easier to understand 
a disease when you know someone,” she said.

Take the Ice 
Bucket Challenge

Originally begun last year to 
raise awareness, the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge quickly went viral and 
became the largest global social media 
phenomenon, and in the process 
raising $115 million for The ALS 
Association. Now, creator Pete Frates’ 
motto is, “This August…and every 
August until there is a cure.”

 Although many view it as “suffer 
an icy cold shower or cough up the 
dough,” it’s really not an “either / or” 
type of challenge. For those averse 
to the idea or if living in a drought 
area, The ALS Association suggests 
filling your bucket with an alternate 
substance, such as spare buttons (or 
Skittles). Record the event, then while 
waiting for the video to go viral, make a 
donation at www.alsa.org/donatenow.

Pamela Telis and Harold McKeon in front of their Avondale home across the street from Boone Park South.

Donna George

SAVE M   NEY!
greenthink

CFCO 25597

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMING CONTRACTOR 904-384-5661

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

$25 OFF Clip this coupon and 
schedule your appointment. 

Saving money has never been 
this easy! Call us today. 

Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc. 
904-384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. 
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expiries 8-31-15.

Get $25 OFF your service 
call any weekday in August.
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Residents of Riverside 
Presbyterian House 
and visiting family 
members were given 
an opportunity last 
month to experience the 
debilitating conditions 
of loss of sight, hearing, 
mobility and mental 
acuity. Compassion 
Health Fair event 
sponsors Apex Home 
Healthcare, Vitas 
Hospice and Hearing 
Aids of Jax set up stations 
equipped to simulate 
typical aging issues. 
Participants received 
first-hand knowledge of 
the difficulties that lie 
ahead for themselves or 
family members.

Compassion Health Fair simulates debilitating conditions

WE BUY CARS

10950 Normandy Blvd.
(5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227
Check our Website for Current Inventory!

www.LKQPickYourPart.com

Over 1200 Fresh Cars NOW IN STOCK!
Need a Part? FIND IT HERE!

Do you have an 
unwanted vehicle?

We take care of all the paperwork!
Pick up available. Licensed. 

In Memoriam
James Joye Townsend, Sr. – January 8, 1929 – June 18, 2015
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

For Riverside Park united Methodist 
member Mary Middleton, it was 
no surprise to read that Dr. James J. 
Townsend, who passed away June 18, 
played a huge role in making Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital more than just a wing 
in Baptist Memorial Hospital.

“I knew him first as a pediatrician; he 
was the doctor for all my children,” said 
Middleton. “When our oldest son was two 
or three months old, Dr. Townsend put him 
in the hospital because he was afraid he 
was going to get pneumonia. His concern 
impressed me.”

During the mid- to late-1970s, Dr. 
Townsend’s influence prevailed to 
successfully make Wolfson a regional 
pediatric medical center. Dr. Townsend 
was named Wolfson’s Physician of the 
Year in 1989.

“When my son got older, he had ear 
infections quite a lot,” Middleton recalled. 
“I can remember sitting in a chair at two 
o’clock in the morning, and we’re both 

crying, and he said he wanted to go to Dr. 
Townsend to get a shot. He knew his ears 
would stop hurting when he got a shot.”

Dr. Townsend and his wife Catherine 
“Kitty” were members of Riverside Park 
united Methodist Church also and 
Middleton got to know him there as well.

“He always came to church in a coat 

Dr. James Joye Townsend accepting the Wolfson Physician of the Year 
Award in 1989. (Photo courtesy of the Townsend family)

Dr. James Joye and Kitty Townsend. 
(Photo courtesy of the Townsend family)

and tie. My husband was head usher, 
and sometimes he would be hurting for 
ushers and Dr. Townsend would fill in,” 
she said. “He and Kitty were pillars in our 
church. They were special people to me. I 
remember Kitty called me recently to thank 
me for a birthday card and she told me he 
had a stroke.” 

 A “perfect gentleman, a good doctor” 
is a worthy epitaph for the former 
Fairfax Manor resident. Dr. Townsend 
is survived by his wife, Kitty, and four 
children, James Joye Townsend, Jr., 
Thomas Kingman Townsend, Catherine 
London Townsend, Amanda McConnell 
Townsend, and 12 grandchildren. 

Victor Davis learns what 
is like to struggle with 
Alzheimer’s disease 
and other forms of 
dementia. Chris Merritt 
is one of the Apex 
Home Healthcare 
representatives 
who planned the 
Compassion Health 
Fair at Riverside 
Presbyterian House last 
month.

Bonnie Peavey, resident 
at Riverside Presbyterian 

House, looks through 
glasses designed to 

simulate macular 
degeneration as Scott Shier, 

Apex Home Healthcare, 
describes the symptoms of 

the eye disease.

Vitas Hospice staff member 
Pamela Dry runs Russell Keith 
through a cognitive task at 
the Dementia Station.

Missy Gaynor from Apex Home Healthcare helps 
Naomi Edwards see how difficult it would be to 
maneuver a walker while one arm is disabled.
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• Wash & Fold • Shoe Repair
• Alterations • Rug Cleaning

• Wedding Gown Preservation
• Luggage & Handbags

• Window Treatments Done On-site

Ask About Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service
from Your Home or Office!

Three Neighborhood Locations:
4312 Herschel St. • 1268 McDuff Ave. • 2255 Oak St.

387-0415
Must present coupon with in-coming order.

Offer Expires August 31st, 2015

Your Next Purchase!
With this coupon

Provided by,

Document Shredding

The UPS Stores are independently owned and operated
by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., an indirect
subsidiary of United Parcel Service of America, Inc., a
Delaware corporation. Services and hours of operation
may vary by location. Copyright ©2007 Mail Boxes
Etc., Inc. 41018560407

Get Your Shred On!

$1.00 Per Pound
1/2 pound minimum

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
9 0 4 - 3 8 1 - 6 6 7 8

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

The day after her seventh birthday in 
1940, Barbara Gann – along with her 
mother, grandmother and sister – left 
Atlanta in a Model T Ford for a 12-hour 
trip to Jacksonville, where her father had 
secured a new home on St. Johns Avenue.  

Recalling that time of transition as easy, 
Barbara Gann Spurlin said, “During the 
summer I made a lot of neighborhood 
friends. We skated on the new Roosevelt 
Highway while it was being constructed, 
picked huge bouquets of flocks that grew 
along the railroad tracks and enjoyed 
refreshing chips of ice on the porch of the 
St. Johns Avenue Ice House. 

“In the summer of 1942, for a nickel, 
you could see a short movie while 
seated on the benches in Mr. Winter’s 
garage. He had a store called Winter’s 
One Stop Shop. Near the store was an 
old swimming hole that a few of the 
neighborhood boys enjoyed; girls were 
not allowed. Parents issued a stern ‘no’ 
to this activity because of the polio scare. 
Three children on my block contacted 
the disease. It was a neighborhood where 
everyone knew everyone else. You just 
had to be home by dinner.” 

Fishweir Elementary School, Lakeshore 
Jr. High and Robert E. Lee High School 
had a part in forming the creative, 
energetic, and inspiring woman Spurlin is 
today. She related that while at Fishweir, 

Barbara Gann SpurlinBarbara Gann Spurlin

the children collected newspapers and 
scrap metal to help the war effort. 

“One day the principal asked me to 
choose a friend and take the school’s red 
wagon to a home a couple of blocks away 
to pick up papers. upon arriving, I realized 
the lady only had a few papers so I did not 
hesitate to go to a home a few blocks away 
that I knew had a lot of papers.  

“After returning to school, the principal 
did not agree with my decision and 
informed me that I had to stay after school 
for a week. I learned a valuable lesson: 
‘For every decision you make there is 
a consequence – either bad or good.’” 
Spurlin’s blue eyes twinkled behind her red 

framed glasses as she chuckled, “I spent a 
lot of time with the principal after school.” 

Perhaps this and other episodes of 
willfulness was an indicator of the feisty 
woman she was to become – the thinker, 
creative problem solver, master teacher 
and, ironically, recipient of the National 
Distinguished Principal award in 1995.   

Spurlin’s teen years were filled with hay 
rides to the beach, going to the Dreamette 
and Pops and shopping downtown at 
Cohen Brothers and Furchgotts. 

“On Wednesday afternoons we would 
all walk and pay our dime to attend the 
‘Tea Dance’ on Mr. Boutwell’s pier by the 
Ortega Bridge,” she said. “The traditional 

Thanksgiving football game (Lee vs. 
Jackson) was an opportunity for everyone 
to wear their best. Girls always added 
gloves and hats to their attire. Of course, 
the corsages we wore were later pressed 
between two books before being placed in 
our high school scrapbook.” 

Spurlin was also busy playing piano 
in a band with her father Walter Gann, 
Leon Nichols, Margie Tebby, Roy 
Turkett and other local kids. They 
played for school dances, the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, churches and square 
dances. “Pat Boone was a friend of 
mine. He would come to town and visit 
his grandparents, the Pritcherts, who 
lived on Marquette,” Spurlin said. “We 
traded comic books and he came and 
sang at one of our events.” 

When her mother fell in love with a 
two-story shingle house in Riverside, 
her parents sat down to discuss finances. 
“Daddy decided that they could not afford 
the $8,000 asking price.” Spurlin mused 
how fun it would be if she could go back in 
time and buy it for them.

In between her education, career and 
busy social life, Spurlin found time to fall 
in love, marry (when she was an “old lady 
of 29”), and become an instant mother to 
three children before having two of her 
own. Her first date with Roger Spurlin, 
who passed away in 1998, was to a church 
dinner. She laughed, “His invitation was 
from them not just him.”

High school graduation 1950s

FOR SALE

2580 Herschel Street: Offered at $332,580
Located in the Historic Riverside area of Jacksonville, FL. Close 

to 5 Points and Avondale, this 1919 home has 3BR/2BA, 
and approximately +2000 sq.ft. Renovated in 2007, featuring 

hardwood floors, new kitchen tile and Plantation shutters 
throughout. Two (2) buildings are in the rear; a double garage/
storage and a studio with small bathroom, both with window 
A/C units. The residence is a dual-zone property allowing both 

residential and/or commercial business. Appliances will remain 
in this updated and move-in ready home! Please call (904) 
662-6363 for more information or to schedule a viewing.

continued on page 37 >>>
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“a celebration of a life well lived”

808 Margaret Street • Jacksonville, Florida 32204
(904) 683-9288 • www.nauglefuneral.com

Your Story in Print
Seeking willing participants for The 

Way We Were column. If interested or 
know someone who has a story to tell, 

contact editor@residentnews.net.

Like any proud parent, Spurlin revels 
in the accomplishments of her offspring. 
“Aren’t parents lucky when their children 
become good citizens? I am so proud 
of them,” she said. “We had a one-week 
honeymoon and then – there were my 
children, Roger, Bonnie and Bobby. My 
only experience had been babysitting 
for 15 cents an hour. Then Lisa and Troy 
came along.” 

Spurlin smiled as she recalled the time 
she taught Sunday school and stepson 
Bobby was in her class. He came in one 
cold day and she held his hands in hers 
and asked how had he kept his hands so 
warm? “His reply was so endearing. He 
said, ‘They’ve been in my daddy’s great 
big hands.’”  

For Spurlin’s contributions to 
education, she has been recognized with 
induction into the Florida Principals 
Hall of Fame, and received the 
Environmental Protection Award and a 
Distinguished Educator Award.

After her “first” retirement from 

teaching and being a principal for 40 
years, Spurlin went back to work for 
what was to be just one year as vice 
principal of Douglas Anderson School of 
Performing Arts. “I ended up falling in 
love with the children and the teachers. 
I got along great with the principal, 
Jackie Cornelius. So there I was for 10 
more years.” Throughout her career she 
encouraged teachers to be creative and 
to motivate their students with praise. 
Her classroom motto was, “We are kind 
to each other.”

“At age 82 I miss not having as much 
energy. There is still a lot I’d like to do 
and share,” the Riverside resident said. 
“Times have changed but children are 
still children. Being a creative educator 
involves being visual and tactile. 
How can you teach about the Florida 
Coastline if a child has never seen it?”

Now in her third retirement, she plays 
piano at various events, does readings 
of the five books she has written, works 
out regularly and has a vibrant social 

life, which includes Madeline Hyde – a 
friend for 71 years whom she met in 6th 
grade at Lakeshore Jr. High. 

“When I finally retired I wasn’t ready 
to sit in a rocking chair. I wanted to keep 
in touch with children,” Spurlin said. 
“My cousin suggested that I write a book 
saying, ‘Start with a true story, the one 
about Lisa and Troy and the pony!’ Now, 
no matter what I read – kids want the 
“Wish I had a Pony” book.”    

Spurlin chuckles at photos of herself 
from the 1980s; her zest for life makes 

her look younger now than then. She 
loves to laugh, loves a good story and 
loves to share. “If I’m not happy it’s 
because I have to sit still!” Spurlin said.

Family Distinguished educator, 1992 2015A visit to the zooBirthday party

FriendsFishweir 3rd Grade 1942

4517 Appleton Ave. • www.ortegacarcare.com
 Open Monday -Friday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

• HONEST ASSESSMENTS
• FAIR PRICING
• NO PRESSURE
• ONE-STOP SHOP

Call or go online for Appointment:

(904) 388-8800

*On most vehicles, some 
restrictions apply. Up to 
5 quarts synthetic blend.

$24.99
Oil Change

Expires 9/5/15
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LOSE
WEIGHT
LOOk GrEaT and
FEEL HEaLTHy?

Visit us at
www.3daysuccess.com

to learn more

ask about our
3 day TrIaL

Time to start 
homework 
again so make sure 
you’re virus free!

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30 • Saturday: 10:30 - 4:00

904.410.0127
4331 Longfellow St. 32210
Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com
www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

Ortega Computer Repair

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

Eric Wendorf might be spotted in his 
swim trunks anywhere on the globe. 

The Riverside resident, who coaches 
the local Piranhas Swim Team, has 
become a fixture at international master’s 
events, representing the uSA last summer 
in Canada and most recently at the Pan 
American Masters Championships in 
Medellin, Colombia where he placed 
second in each of five races. 

Although adjusting to Medellin’s 
mountainous altitude of almost 5,000 
feet was difficult, Wendorf flew through 
the water as he competed in the 50- to 
54-year-old category.  

“Keeping focus was difficult. I thought 
it would either be a great race at the 

Swimmer overcomes altitude to win medals in Medellin
end or me doing all I could just to hang 
on to my place,” said Wendorf. “The 
high altitude was definitely a hurdle. 
Living and training at sea level here in 
Jacksonville, I felt I had to breathe twice 
as much and felt the pain twice as much 
as I normally would.”  

Wendorf competed in five events: the 
50-meter butterfly, 100- meter butterfly, 
200-meter butterfly, 200-meter individual 
medley, and the 400-meter individual 
medley. He came home with silver medals 
in each event.  

“Even though the altitude posed 
serious issues, I became stronger each 
day and let the training and experience 
take over. The chances for gold were good 
since I was second seed in all events,” said 
Wendorf. “I’m so excited to be in the top 
three in the world in my age group and to 

represent the u.S. so well.” 
Wendorf had to step up his training 

regime since the June competition was a 
few months earlier than last year’s August 
meet in Canada for the 15th FINA World 
Masters Championships. While coaching 
the Piranhas swimmers, Wendorf said he 
also swam and added dry land exercises 
with elastic bands to his training regimen. 
His physical and mental preparation was 
supplemented with a specialized diet of 
“eat anything and everything.”  

“Without everyone’s help I wouldn’t 
be able to travel and compete,” said 
Wendorf, who depends on sponsors and 
donations from family and friends to 
enter some type of swim competition 
almost every year. 

So what’s next for this super athlete? “I 
just want to rest and bask in the glory of 

Eric Wendorf with his five newest medals in 
swimming

five silver medals,” he said.  
After last year’s games in Montreal he 

was quoted as saying, “Four medals, baby! 
Woohoo!” Make that five medals, baby!

  Join us for the 20th Anniversary  
  Celebration of the Women’s 
   Center of Jacksonville and
     the retirement of founder      
      Shirley Webb.

 WHEN: Friday, August 21, 2015 at 6:30pm

WHERE: Deerwood Country Club 

   COST: General Admission $90.00

             Y
oung Professionals $45.00

For more information and ticket  
 discounts contact:
  www.womenscenterofjax.org
   or 904-722-3000 ext. 0

Celebrate Women!

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax

www.sjpcjax.org

Sunday WorShip Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Main Worship Center

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in the Main Worship Center

Back to school 
also means a great 
time to come back 
to church.
Please join us at our convenient 
service times at St Johns 
Presbyterian church.

marine life, provide proper drainage after 
storms…and protect residential properties 
and roadways from flood damage.”

Flood damage is a significant worry for 
most of the homeowners in that area. 

“We’re very concerned that another 
tropical storm or hurricane would flood 
our properties,” said Ed Walker, who lives 
near the creek. “All of us along the creek 
are concerned that if the creek floods our 
homes will be flooded. With hurricane 
season we would all likely be under water if 
one came through. It could happen.”

Ironically, the problems associated 
with the bridge replacement on Riverside 
Avenue may have an impact on the St. 
Johns Avenue bridge [built around 1916 
as part of the yacht basin] over Willow 
Branch Creek.

“The bridge could be historic,” said 
Murphy. “The sidewalks are collapsing and 

Dredging
continued from page 1

caving in, and flooding will put additional 
weight on the bridge.”

Wheels of resolution grind slowly

When Touring first started the Riverside 
Avenue bridge replacement in March 
2013, Murphy had a positive attitude. “I 
thought, ‘Oh, great, this is a positive for the 
neighborhood…more pedestrian friendly 
and bike friendly is positive.’ Two and a half 
years later it’s not finished and nothing’s 
been done since.”

After more than a year of back and forth 
email in 2014 with District 14 Councilman 
Jim Love and City of Jacksonville Chief 
of Engineering and Construction 
Management Bill Joyce, homeowners 
wanted answers. A small group met with 
Love and Joyce late last October to ask why 
the project wasn’t finished. At that meeting, 
Joyce estimated the project could be 
finished within six to eight months, giving 
it a completion date of June 30, 2015.

Following the October 2014 meeting, 
residents assumed the Environmental 

Quality Division (EQD) would begin 
the process of creating a Consent Order 
which would lay out the conditions of 
completion for Touring.

Late last year the Construction Dispute 
Resolution Board agreed Touring should 
receive another $110,700 – less than half 
of what he had requested. A construction 
change order was then issued by the City of 
Jacksonville in late January 2015.

As of early July, the Consent Order still 
had not been issued. According to an email 
statement The Resident obtained through a 
source, Melissa Long, EQD Division Chief, 
stated “If the CO is signed and executed, he 
[Touring] will need to submit his plan to us for 
approval first and then obtain any necessary 
permits if any are required. So it might take a 
bit longer depending on the plan. If he signs 
the CO but doesn’t complete a requirement, we 
would petition the court to enforce the CO.  If 
he doesn’t sign the CO, then we move forward 
through the court system.”

After Murphy entered her 630-CITY 
service request in May, Walker observed 
city workers pulling trash and plastic 

tarps from the creek near the bridge 
on Riverside Avenue, but was told any 
dredging of sediment would be addressed 
through the Consent Order.

The Resident reached out to Councilman 
Love and to the Office of Public Affairs to 
get answers specifically as to why it is has 
taken months for the Consent Order to be 
prepared and what is the current status of the 
creek dredging and cleanup. 

According to James Croft, Public 
Communications Officer for the City 
of Jacksonville, the City is continuing 
negotiations to develop a mutually agreeable 
Consent Order (CO). 

“The CO is required before dredging of 
the creek can take place,” Croft said in an 
email. “Means and methods of the dredge 
construction will be identified as part of 
the CO process.”

He also noted that the balustrade 
installation has been delayed due to 
problems the manufacturer encountered 
during production of the balustrades. “We 
understand the new installation date will be 
August 17,” Croft stated.
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Summer ‘oh, so short’ – now it’s back to school
It’s hard to believe the summer break is nearly over and children head back to school later this month and early next month. 

Some will be returning to familiar faculty and staff faces, while others will be greeted by a new principal or assistant principal, 
or head of school. New and longtime administrators share the opportunities at each of our area schools.*

Entering into her 14th year as principal at St. Matthew’s Catholic 
School, Kathy Tuerk expresses joy about the opportunities in education 
at all grade levels, PreK3 through sixth grade.

“The ever increasing inclusion of technology has our teachers 
excited to start the year. This will be our third year working with a 
rotating classroom set of iPads in the middle school, and we expanded 
their capabilities exponentially,” said Tuerk.  

Students look forward to the annual Academic Fair, the Parade of 
Saints, Catholic Schools Week and the annual Talent Show, which has 
been a hit with the entire community in years past.

“Additionally, our sports teams always do us proud!” she said. “Last 
year, several of our teams finished quite well in the regular seasons 
and placed in the post-season tournaments, so we are looking forward 
to their continued successes.” 

Kathy Tuerk, 
Principal, St. 

Matthew’s Catholic 
School

Kathy Tuerk

Dr. Sylvia Johnson will start her third year as principal at West 
Riverside Elementary and Dual Language Magnet School joined by 
new Assistant Principal Shawna White. Dr. Johnson loves the family 
atmosphere and commitment to excellence among students, teachers, 
staff, parents, and community. 

“The diversity is such an awesome opportunity for students to learn to 
appreciate one another and to celebrate differences,” Dr. Johnson said. 

The Dual Language Program prepares students to enter middle school 
as bi-literate children who speak, read, and write in English and Spanish, 
opening the door to take a second foreign language in high school. 
“Imagine the number of students who will be able to graduate from high 
school with proficiency in three languages!” she said.

“We Go the Distance for Our Students” is the theme for the coming 
school year and staff surely will do just that as they provide the support 
needed to assist all students to master the English language so the 
transfer of knowledge and language will be complete.  

Dr. Sylvia Johnson, 
Principal, West 

Riverside Elementary 
and Dual Language 

Magnet School

Sylvia
Johnson

The family-oriented environment, visual and performing arts 
program and awesome teachers are just a few of Principal Kimberly 
Dennis’ favorite things about Fishweir Elementary School.  

“Fishweir Elementary is a place where every student is respected 
and appreciated for his or her uniqueness and creativity,” said 
Dennis, who begins her third year as the school’s principal. “Teachers 
go over and above for their students and work together to ensure 
they are providing the best education possible.” 

The arts magnet program’s motto, “Where creativity begins and 
grows!” is followed from kindergarten through fifth grade. 

“The challenge I foresee this coming school year is not being 
able to accept all of the magnet students who have applied for our 
program. I know there are students who are on the waiting list that 
are extremely talented and would excel in our program,” Dennis 
said. “I would like to expand the program and have more students 
enrolled, but Fishweir is already at capacity.”

Kimberly Dennis, 
Principal, Fishweir 
Elementary School

Kimberly
Dennis

Headmaster Kevin Conklin is very excited to begin his second year at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School.  

“I’m delighted to report, after my first year, that the mission of St. 
Mark’s Day School is alive every day,” Conklin said.

The Avondale resident said, “The first day of school is my all-time 
favorite day of the year. The sounds that children bring to learning are 
overflowing with joy.” 

The school recently received a large grant that will fund its science 
and robotics programs. “We will strengthen our science curriculum along 
the guidelines set by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 
Next Generation Science Standards, integrate robotics into our science 
curriculum, and add an another robotics team to meet the demand for 
our program,” said Conklin. “We are excited to be selected to host a First 
Lego League Robotics Qualifying Tournament in January.”

Kevin Conklin, 
Headmaster, St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Day School

Kevin
Conklin

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
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www.kidspark.com

Join us any or everyday as 
your primary preschool or 

complement to other programs.

• School readiness
• Socialization

• Active, hands-on learning
• Parent-teacher

communication
• Flexible 
Schedule

• The Arts
enrichment

and Science

VPK 
Spaces 

Available!

Fun private parties. Hourly childcare - days, evenings and weekends.

License#  CO4DUO724

Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.

904.387.8602

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd. #111

904.683.4554
License #C04DU0978

Youth Baseball
& Softball

4-15 Years of Age

Registration Dates 
Saturdays, August 15th, 22nd & 29th, 

from 9am - 12 noon

Located at 4150 Kingsbury Street

To learn more:
mhaa.BabeRuthOnline.com

Call 904-388-7419 or email 
at mhaajax@gmail.com

2015 Jacksonville, Florida
2015 Jacksonville, Florida

Palmer Bell begins his eighth year as headmaster of Riverside 
Presbyterian Day School, under the guiding theme of Passion, 
Purpose, Pride. 

“The energy of existing programs will be focused within this 
overarching theme. While our enrollment for the fall of 2015 
is larger than in recent years, it is vital that we know that the 
high educational expectations we have as a school and the 
aspirations of our families are meshing,” said Palmer, an Ortega 
resident. “RPDS will be joining the regional independent sports 
league this year for 6th Graders and we are scheduling a 
community-wide health fair for students and families.”

Palmer Bell, 
Headmaster, Riverside 

Presbyterian Day 
School

Palmer BellJennifer Collins is in her second year as principal at Venetia 
Elementary School and loves that it is “a small, close-knit school 
with great teachers, students, and families!”

Venetia Elementary’s 2015-2016 theme is, appropriately, 
“Leading the Way,” as it is one of six elementary schools in Duval 
County to receive a science lab designed by STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, math) learning product company Pitsco.  

“This lab will allow students the opportunity to engage in 
hands-on and inquiry-based learning,” said Collins. “The activities 
will be designed for the school based upon science data.”

Jennifer Collins, 
Principal, Venetia 

Elementary School

Jennifer
Collins

ELEMENTARY

continued on page 42 >>>

For Stephanie Brannan, a one-hour one-way commute isn’t a 
problem because she loves being principal of Ortega Elementary 
Museum Magnet School.

“I have been at Ortega for six years now and really enjoy the 
‘small school’ environment.  Because of my length of time at 
Ortega, I have been able to build relationships with the families 
and the community,” said Brannan. “I am also very proud of our 
Museum Studies Magnet.  It’s not only a unique program, but the 
only one in Duval County.”

Brannan noted that with a new and improved curriculum it will be 
exciting to see what the future holds for Ortega and for Duval County.Stephanie Brannan, 

Principal, Ortega 
Elementary Museum 

Magnet School

Stephanie
Brannan

A new assistant principal, Yvonne Spinner, joins Principal Dr. 
Theresa Stahlman at Ruth N. Upson Elementary School this year. 
Dr. Stahlman, who has been at the school for 2-1/2 years, notes 
that her favorite thing about it is that “it is a small neighborhood 
school with a young and energetic team of teachers.” 

The districtwide implementation of a new reading and math 
curriculum may pose a challenge, but Dr. Stahlman said that 
the Indiana Jones’ theme of “The Journey…where ordinary ends 
and extraordinary begins” will provide epic learning adventures, 
including both real and virtual field trips and  global studies of 
continents and countries.  

Dr. Theresa Stahlman, 
Principal, Ruth N. Upson 

Elementary School

Theresa
Stahlman

Dinah Stewart starts her fourth year as principal of Central 
Riverside Elementary School by setting high academic 
expectations for the students while providing a support system to 
ensure that they are met.

“I consider myself extremely fortunate to be a part of this team 
and to continue to work within a community that I have grown 
to love,” she said. “The passion and dedication of the PTA/SAC 
committees at Central Riverside continues to amaze me. We have 
wonderful parent and PTA volunteers.”

In 2016 the school celebrates its centennial anniversary and 
Stewart plans to showcase events all year.

Dinah Stewart, Principal, 
Central Riverside 

Elementary School

Dinah
Stewart

“Heroes Happen Here” is the theme for John Stockton Elementary 
School’s 2015-2016 academic year. Principal Charlene McEarl 
welcomes a new assistant principal, Matt Walker and two new third 
grade teachers, Katrina Reagan and Bethany Patel.

“Stockton has historically maintained an “A” school designation from 
the Florida Department of Education,” said McEarl. “Last year, T.E.A.M. 
Stockton delved into the challenges of the new Florida Standards 
and accountability systems. We created a strong foundation for our 
continued growth and success.”   

“Standing as one learning community, we bring our vision to life and 
celebrate one another’s accomplishments. This year, the school calendar 
is filled with many opportunities for learning and engagement.”  

Charlene McEarl, 
Principal, John Stockton 

Elementary School

Charlene
McEarl
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* The Resident reached out to all neighborhood Duval County Public Schools and private schools; some were unable to respond by deadline.

Although just beginning his second year as 
principal of Lake Shore Middle International 
Baccalaureate World School, Christopher Begley is 
no beginner himself. He has been a principal for 18 
years, including 10 years at Providence High School. 

 Instead of the typical three-community structure 
of sixth, seventh and eighth grades, Lake Shore has 
four “schools within a school,” each containing a mix 
of students from each grade. 

“Each community has a specific focus such as 
International Baccalaureate, Early High School, 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination), 
CSS (communication and social skills), etc. By 
organizing the campus this way, each community 
has approximately 300 students with their own 
administrator, counselor, electives, lunch time, and 
such,” Begley explained. “Lake Shore Middle has a 
student population of 1,200 student so by building 
these types of communities, we give a feeling of a 
small school with a personal touch while still giving 
the students all of the opportunities a big school 
has to offer.”

Christopher Begley, 
Lake Shore Middle 

International 
Baccalaureate World 

School

Christopher
Begley

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sharwonda Peek begins her eighth year as 
principal at James Weldon Johnson College 
Preparatory Middle School, which celebrates its 
25th anniversary as a dedicated magnet school this 
year, under the theme “25 Years of Excellence.”

“The most special characteristic of our school 
is that it is a holistic learning environment that 
children have chosen,” Peek said. “The rigorous 
curriculum, coupled with a spectacular athletic 
program and a plethora of clubs and activities 
make this a fulfilling middle school experience.”

 Peek noted that the students who come to James 
Weldon Johnson are well prepared for learning.

“We are challenged to exceed our expectations. 
This presents an ongoing opportunity for growth 
for all,” said Peek. 

Sharwonda Peek, 
Principal, James 
Weldon Johnson 

College Preparatory 
Middle School

Sharwonda
Peek

HIGH SCHOOL

PREK-12
Returning students at the 63-year-old St. Johns Country Day School will see a 

familiar face this fall. Headmaster Edward Ellison begins his fifth year at the Orange 
Park school that draws students from all over. The Class of 2015 included the 
2000th student to earn a St. Johns diploma.

“I love the way we mix tradition and innovation in equal parts, while fostering a 
joyful, warm, and safe family atmosphere,” said Ellison. “We face same challenges 
every year – to effectively deliver on our mission by knowing and loving every child.”

The school just hired two new aquatic coaches to support a new plan to expand 
and grow the programming offered at the school’s pool. One of the highlights of the 
school year is its biennial time-honored tradition of St. Johns on Broadway, which 
began in 1983, and will be held in the spring of 2016.

Edward Ellison, 
Headmaster, St. Johns 
Country Day School

Ed Ellison

David Yazdiya has a special bond with Bishop John J. Snyder High School. As 
founding principal entering his 15th year, he said his favorite thing about the 
school is the wonderful relationships forged.

“The relationships between school and family and the closeness among 
the faculty and staff is amazing. We really are like a family,” said Yazdiya, an 
Avondale resident. “Over the years, it’s been inspiring to see our family grow as 
faculty members have gotten married, had children, and many of our children 
have attended and graduated from BJS. There are six members of our staff who 
have been here since our opening.”

This year the school’s namesake, Bishop John Snyder, will celebrate his 90th 
birthday in October.

David Yazdiya, 
Principal, Bishop John 
J. Snyder High School

David Yazdiya

Scott Schneider, new principal at Robert E. Lee High School is enjoying his 
own homecoming this fall. “I am very excited about returning to my second 
home,” he said. “I started my administrative career at Lee in 2006 and had the 
pleasure to work at Lee until 2008.”  

Schneider is looking forward to instituting additional systems and 
expectations for the students that will re-establish Robert E. Lee High School 
as one of the premiere high schools in Duval County.

“This is an opportunity to have our students understand that they are 
‘Generals’ and are destined to lead,” said Schneider, who loves the character 
and diversity of the community. “I am also excited to reach out to all alumni 
and community members to see how I can gain their support in giving back to 
Lee and including their voice in our school’s direction.” 

Scott Schneider, 
Principal, Robert E. 

Lee High School

Scott
Schneider

4218 St. Johns Ave. • TerrysToGo.com
388-1743ORDERS CALL:

Nutritious & Delicious

Full 
Meals 
To-Go!

Feeling overloaded with kids going

WE CAN HELP!!

ART
SUMMER

WORKSHOPS

Summer Art Workshops for 
ages 7- 14, are now available at 
Avondale Riverside Art Studio 
One-Week Sessions, Mornings 
or Afternoons, $120 per week 
(supplies included)

AGES 7-14
ONE-WEEK SESSIONS

AUG. 3-21
RIVERSIDE cathyharrison@mac.com

facebook.com/AvondaleRiversideArtStudio

Avondale Riverside Art Studio WHITEWAY CORNER OFFICE BLDG.
2720 PARK ST • 2ND FLR • STE 208 (Park & King Across from Walgreens)510.757.9581

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL ADULT &
CHILDREN’S ART CLASSES BEGINNING AUG 31
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Long flights notwithstanding, more than 
70 students from China, Finland, France and 
Spain were ready to discover what Florida 
is all about. After landing in Orlando on 
July 9, the participants in Education First 
took buses up to Jacksonville by way of St. 
Augustine. After a day of settling in with 
host families, the group enjoyed a welcoming 
party sponsored by American Legion Post 
250 at the Harley-Davidson dealership on 

Families host foreign students for cultural exchange

Wells Road. 
For the next two weeks, the high school 

students attended a full day of classes at 
Bishop John J. Snyder High School, primarily 
improving their English, before heading back 
to their temporary homes for the evening. An 
international fair and farewell party was held 
at the high school on July 24.

Riverside resident Debbie and Scott 
Cairns are hosting for the second year 
after hearing about it at Riverside Arts 
Market two years ago. This year Julie 
Ylikahri, 16, from Finland and Gabriela 

Castello, 16, from Spain are the Cairns’ 
guests. While Ylikahri has been to Florida 
several times, this was a first-time trip to 
the united States for Castello.

The Cairns introduced friends Charles 
and Barbara Johnston to EF last year and 
now the Johnstons are hosting 14-year-old 
Shihuan “Crystal” Chen from China and 
Ada Garcia, 16, of Spain, in their Lakeside 
home. Despite the 16-hour flight from 
China, Chen was bright-eyed and eager to 
make new friends at the welcome party.

Host families are required to provide 

a bed, three meals a day (includes the 
packed lunch for the school day) and 
transportation to a local bus stop. On 
the weekends, the hosts often take the 
opportunity to show off Jacksonville and 
nearby St. Augustine to their foreign guests.

Founded in Sweden in 1965, EF 
(Education First) has locations in 107 
countries, combining language training 
with cultural exchange for people of all 
ages. For more information about the local 
program, contact Jorie Vale-Bisbey at (904) 
234-8972 or jorievale_ef@yahoo.com.

Barbara Johnston, host, Shihuan Chen and Ada Garcia, EF students, Charles Johnston, host
Julia Ylikahri, EF student, Jordan Tucker, EF program leader, Debbie Cairns, host, and Gabriela 
Castello, EF student

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

3620 St. Johns Ave.
904.388.5688

www.SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items, 
made with Organic Ingredients!

Featured are: 
Hawaiian with spicy Tuna, 
cucumber, pineapple. The 
roll is wrapped with tuna 
and pozu sauce, spicy mayo 
and green onion.
Four Season spicy Tuna, 
Salmon, Yellowtail with 
tempura crunch, cream 
cheese and four 
different tobiko 
on top

Great Beer, Wine 
and Sake Selection

Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!

chill out! Good for your soul
& your tastebuds!

Try our Açai Bowls

1538 HENDRICKS AVENUE   •     HIGHTIDEBURRITO.COM   •     OPEN DAILY FROM 11 AM – 9 PM
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Boy Scout Gray Creed, of Ortega, thought 
his Eagle Scout project would be a few repair 
projects for a Northside mission. Little did 
he know that it would be for the birds.

A member of Troop 2 at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church, Creed started 
Scouts when he was 11 and is now a 
Senior Patrol Leader. When it came 
time for his Eagle Scout project, he 
immediately wondered what he could do 
for the Sanctuary on 8th Street.

“My church, Riverside Presbyterian 
Church, helps out a lot there, and I thought it 
would be the perfect place to do my project, 
since they have such a great mission,” said 
Creed. “My Dad and I met the director, 
Vicky Watkins, who is also a member at 
Riverside Presbyterian Church. She showed 
us a few items of interest, like an old awning 
that was falling apart and part of the fencing 
around the A/C units that had broken. 

“These would have been good projects 
in themselves, but as we were touring the 
back lot, Ms. Watkins remembered that 
the Sanctuary had been wanting chickens 
for a while, and asked if I could build a 
chicken coop.”

After doing some online research and 
checking with Riverside hen owner Genora 

Scout’s project is 
really for the birds

Crain-Orth for specifics on how to keep 
rodents out and keep the coop neat and clean, 
Creed and his father came up with a design. 

“We made a few changes to the design 
as we went, such as anchors added to the 
coop to prevent it from blowing away in 
a hurricane, and hooks inside the coop 
to hang things like water bottles from,” 
Creed related.

It took about three days’ worth of work 
to finish the project, he noted and said, 
“It actually ended up being more work 
than I expected.” 

Creed and his team of 30 Scouts and 
adults spent four hours pre-cutting, then 
a few afternoons and evenings painting 
the wood. Next, the Scouts spent a full day 
building the coop, and added another three 
hours or so to put on the finishing touches. 

“All in all, I alone put in over 40 hours 
of work, and all the hours from my helpers 
came to a grand total of over 140 hours. 
I started planning for the project last 
September,” said Creed. “The main building 
day took place on May 9. The final day of 
building and finishing touches was May 17.”

Creed was relieved to finish the 
project, but also felt a sense of pride and 
accomplishment 

“I was very happy that I had been able to 
help such a great organization. I only wish 
that I had been able to see the kids’ reactions 

when they first saw the coop,” he said. “It was 
a lot of fun, but it was also a lot of work.” 

Creed said that with the project finally 
complete, it’s one less thing to worry 
about now that he has started his college 
application process. Creed will be a senior at 
The Bolles School in the fall.

The rest of the story

Vicky Watkins, executive director at the 
Sanctuary on 8th, said she plans to involve 
the after-school children as much as possible 
in raising chickens…and eggs. The coop will 

hold eight chickens and the children in the 
after-school program will help clean, feed 
and gather the eggs.

“We can use the eggs for breakfast and 
lunch at the school and snacks after school.  
Pickled eggs, egg salad, omelets, scrambled 
eggs, fried rice…so many good options,” 
Watkins said. “If we have enough, they will 
be sent home with the children.”

Watkins plans to enlist help from local 
hen expert Genora Crain-Orth when the 
time is right.

“We don’t have the chickens yet, but yes, 
they will be named!” Watkins noted.

Gray Creed, center, with his team of Scouts and adult helpers

Alonzo Jackson, Genora Crain-Orth (River City Chicks), Eagle Scout Gray Creed, Vicky Watkins, 
executive director, Sanctuary on 8th Street

The Best 
Investment

Character        Driven

3100 Doctors Lake Drive | Orange Park, Florida 32073 | sjcds.net | (904) 264-9572

Providing character driven education that is an investment in your child’s future • Pre-K3 through Grade 12

Do Everything.
Become Anything. 

A Small School

        as Big as Life

The Drive to Thrive
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

The Taylor family of Riverside can greet 
you in five languages: Hallo, Hej, Olá, Ciao 
and, of course, Hello.

While knowing a little bit of Norwegian, 
Danish, Portuguese and Italian might 
serve Will, 18, Caroline, 15, and Kristin, 
13, well as game show contestants, 
the greater benefit may be future 
opportunities to communicate with peers 
from other countries.

The Taylor family learned these 
languages through participation in 
Children’s International Summer Villages 
(CISV). This summer was their fourth 
“interchange” experience, where families 
from Jacksonville send their children to 
another country and in turn host children 
from those families.

“We have hosted kids from Denmark, 
Brazil and Italy previously. The families who 
have hosted my kids have been so warm and 
kind,” said Lisa Taylor. “I feel like my kids 
have now been loved on three continents.”  

The Jacksonville chapter hosted the 2015 
CISV Village at a local public school for a 
month, with delegations of 60 11-year-old 
students, six international junior counselors 
and five adult staff from 12 countries. 
For the month that they were here in 
Jacksonville, the delegates learned about 
each other’s lives and cultures and how to 
communicate, cooperate and live together.  

“We find that the hosting phase is a lot 
of fun. We enjoy sharing our family life, 
visiting all the fun, touristy places in our 
area and getting to know children from 
other countries,” said Taylor. “The whole 
family has the chance to participate in 
the experience.”

These experiences also provide great 
fodder for college essays and have helped 
CISV youth win prestigious scholarships 

International exchange promotes 
communication, cooperation

and opportunities, Taylor stated. 
“My favorite part of the interchange is 

the two-day mini-camps where we do a lot 
of typical CISV games and activities,” said 
Kristin Taylor. “An interchange teaches 
that people from other countries are not so 
different from us.”  

While in Jacksonville, the delegations 
enjoyed a variety of fun activities. “We 
visited the Magic Kingdom, toured 
downtown Jacksonville attractions and 
attended a Suns game, said Taylor, whose 
family hosted the farewell party for 
the Norwegian participants. “Families 
floated down the Ichetucknee River and 
enjoyed a day at St. Augustine.”

The students also attended Mayor 
Lenny Curry’s post-inauguration picnic 
in Hemming Park, made candy at Sweet 
Pete’s and spent time with the children at 
Sanctuary on 8th Street.

This summer Kristin hosted Helene 
Sundfør, one of 10 students ages 12 and 13 
from Norway, for two weeks and then lived 
with Helene’s family in Oslo for another 
two weeks.

Kristin’s friend Olivia Nolan, 12, also 
went to Norway and it is her family’s first 
experience with the organization. Nolan 
said, “I was excited to learn about Norway, 
its culture and its people. I hope to create a 
lifelong friendship with my host family.”

Sally Barksdale, 12, went to a CISV 
Village in 2014 in Dallas. “My best 
friends at Village were from Egypt and El 
Salvador. The kids shared their different 
countries and cultures. I just really liked 
getting to know all the people at my 
Village,” said Barksdale, who went to 
Norway, too. 

The Jacksonville chapter of CISV was 
founded in 1976 and is the only one in 
Florida. CISV Jacksonville will announce its 
2016 summer programs on October 25, 2015. 
Visit www.cisvjax.org for more information.

The CISV group gets a photo op with new Jacksonville mayor Lenny Curry at his post-inauguration 
picnic in Hemming Park.

Walker Hutto participates in an interview with Jessica VanCleve

Olivia Nolan and her CISV partner Eira Nordli 
from Norway

Kristin Taylor and her Norwegian guest 
Helene Sundfør
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(CORNER OF BLANDING & SHIRLEY)

summer 
Camp

ends Aug. 21st

National  
Gymnastics Day 

sat. sept. 19th
A Fun Free Day!

REGIsTER NOW!!!REGIsTER NOW!!!

388-5533
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Fun Birthday 
Parties!

Call for details

Kids squeeze the last drops of 
fun from summer vacation

Summer camps and Bible schools
Climbing a mountain, taking a journey through uncharted 
territory or experiencing the force of God’s love – all opportunities 
for children to have fun, socialize and continue to learn during the 
summer break from school.

Everest Challenge, 
St. Matthew’s Catholic Church

Marshmellow Camp, 
Sanctuary on 8th Street

Brittany Lee with Camp Counselor 
Charlotte Rosenberg, 8th grade student 
at Episcopal School of Jacksonville

Day campers at 
Sanctuary on 

8th Street do the 
Freeze Dance with 

volunteers from the 
Episcopal School of 

Jacksonville.

A dry ice bubble 
experiment was one of 
the many activities that 
students learned.

Making snow in June is a cool 
experience for Vacation Bible 
School students.

Closing performance for the St. 
Matthew’s Catholic Church Vacation 

Bible School “Everest Challenge” 
involved many of the 84 participants 
and 53 volunteers, directed by Onie 

Lee and emceed by Mike Diaz.

Thou Art 
Exalted Art Camp, St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Girls take time out 
from their final art 
project to smile 
for the camera. 
Over 250 girls in 
two one-week 
sessions learned 
how to “change the 
channel” from their 
way of thinking 
(whining, worry, weakness, winning) to God’s 
way (thankfulness, peace, strength, love).

Camp leaders – 
students from a variety 
of high schools and 
home schooled – 
received service hours 
for the two-week art 
camp, Love Is All You 
Need, developed by 
Annie Pajcic, founder 
of Thou Art Exalted 
Ministries.

Week 1 junior campers and their leaders pose on their 
last day of Thou Art Exalted Art Camp at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church. (Photo by Ziegler Images)

Annie Pajcic (center) started Thou 
Art Exalted Art Camp in her living 
room in 2007 for daughter Daley 
(right) and her then-fourth grade 
friends. Now daughter Winnie 
(left) participates in the expanded 
program.
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Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Healthy teeth make for healthy kids!

Free Exam
with purchase of xrays 

and cleaning.
Cannot be combined with any insurances. 

Expires August 31

4495 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 111 • kids1dentistry.com

(904) 423-1377Conveniently Located in the  
Roosevelt Square Shopping Center

Most insurances and care credit accepted

Back to School Special

G-Force, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Clad in brightly colored tie-dyed T-shirts, these 
junior counselors work with the youngest 
participants in the morning, then attend an 
afternoon session of Live Wise.

Two sets of 
twins and a 
friend were 
among the 
nearly 200 
children 
who enjoyed 
G-Force 
Vacation 
Bible School 
at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal 
Church.

Boys just hanging 
around and goofing 
off for the camera at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vacation Bible School, 
directed by Laura 
Magevney, Christian 
Formation Director. 

Everest Challenge, Avondale 
United Methodist Church

Wearing costumes at 
the Everest Challenge 

was popular. Their 
mission project was 

donating gently used 
luggage, backpacks 

and duffel bags to 
be used by a foster 

placement specialist 
when moving children 

to new foster homes.

Smiles – or not – were the order 
of the day at Avondale United 
Methodist Church Vacation Bible 
School last month.

Director of 
Children’s 
Ministry 
Janey 
McLean, left, 
with crew 
leaders and 
preschool 
students.Big smiles and goofy poses.

Journey Off the Map, 
First Baptist Church, Ortega

Medical missionary Patrick Gaughan 
spends most of the year in Cameroon and 
shared his adopted culture with children 
at First Baptist Church-Ortega Campus’ 
Vacation Bible School Journey Off the Map.

Over 240 children were registered for Vacation 
Bible School at First Baptist Church-Ortega 

Campus. Rev. Morgan Browning, campus pastor, 
said the goal was to develop positive character 
traits and teamwork while sharing Bible stories.

A big smile for 
the camera 

from this young 
lady attending 

the First Baptist 
Church-Ortega 

Campus’ 
Vacation Bible 

School Journey 
Off the Map.

Junior leaders and Korn Pop the Klown wait for the 
next group of youngsters to be entertained.

Under NEW Ownership!

904-387-0007 • 4261 Roosevelt Blvd. • For locations visit jerseymikes.com



Laugh & Smile
Confidencewith

with Restorative Dentistry by West Dentistry

WestDentistry.com
“Call us to schedule your FREE 

Restorative Smile Consultation today!”
Dentistry with a Woman’s Touch

Wait-free appointments  |  We perform all routine family dentistry

We offer metal-free crowns and fillings

We have completed continuing education Smile Makeovers

We may be able to end your headaches with Neuromuscular Dentistry

We now offer Invisalign®, the invisble braces

NEW! Botox, Juvederm, & Dysport

Taking Your Smile in the Right Direction
Jacqueline West, DMD

904.387.3333
2301 Park Street, Jacksonville

Just 3 Blocks from Five Points

Dr. Jacqueline West

and her mom after

she restored her smile

to “better than new”

with whitening and

a combination of 

porcelain crowns

and veneers.


