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      Commander Apartments in the news again
A year and a half after City Council approved a planned unit development application 
to demolish the aging riverfront multi-story apartment building in Avondale, the 
Commander Tower was sold to an Atlanta-based company. For details, turn to page 4.

      St. Vincent’s HealthCare razing Seton Hall
Having outlived its usefulness, Seton Hall on the St. Vincent’s Riverside campus is 
undergoing de-construction, but memories linger for former nursing school students. 
For details, turn to page 5.

      42nd Annual RAP Tour of Homes
Plants, gardens and water are common features of several sites on the annual 
Riverside Avondale Preservation Home Tour this year. For details, turn to page 6.

        Planning Commission approves Roost
During its March 17 meeting, the City of Jacksonville’s Planning Commission 
approved a planned unit development for a proposed restaurant in Riverside, despite 
pleas from nearly three dozen opponents. For details, turn to page 8.
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RIVER ADVOCATES 
TOUR ST. JOHNS, 

RAISE AWARENESS

Clayton Bromberg, a longtime mem-
ber of the Sons of the Confederacy, is 
also the Commander of the Military 
Order of the Stars and Bars. Gray 
Chandler is the 1st Lt. Commander 
of the Sons of the Confederacy, and 
has been a member for over 10 years. 
For more on the Confederate Ball, 
turn to page 31.

Philip Potter, Cari Sanchez-
Potter, Mark Grandin, and 
Cummer Executive Director 
Hope McMath at a reci-
pe-tasting event March 16 
for the launch of “The Chef ’s 
Canvas,” a 288-page coffee 
table book featuring recipes 
from Northeast Florida’s 
top chefs, bartenders, food 
trucks and breweries.  
(Photo courtesy of Dennis Ho)

Jesse Rain and Luis Jaramillo display 
their first place plaques for their 
two fish aggregate weight of 14.52 
lbs. The duo won the title and took 
home a $26,000 Ranger 1862 inshore 
fishing boat. The Redfish Tour 
stop in Fernandina Beach was the 
latest event on the Inshore Fishing 
Association (IFA) tour, March 19.

ART OF FOOD 
UNVEILED

SOUTHERN HERITAGE HONORED 
AT 47TH CONFEDERATE BALL

LOCAL ORTEGA ANGLERS
HEAD TO NATIONALS

Riverside  —  Avondale  —  Ortega  —  Murray HillRiverside  —  Avondale  —  Ortega  —  Murray Hill

Four members of the Save the St. Johns Tour team departed Jacksonville, by van, on March 21 from Sadler Point Marina. The river advocates, including Andrea 
Conover, logistics coordinator,  Shannon Blankinship, outreach director, Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman and retired businessman David Strickland, joined up with more 
team members at Middleton’s Fish Camp on Blue Cypress Lake, where they began a 13-day tour of the St. Johns River and some of its tributaries. The awareness tour 
culminates April 2 at the Atlantic Ocean, after the annual Low Country Boil event back at Sadler Point Marina on the Ortega River on April 1.

PEYTON 
DRAWS 
A CROWD
Renzel Sheppard with Katherine Forrester, Natalie Rosenberg and Marcus Pollard at the Florida 
Forum’s 2015-2016 season closer. Read more, page 27.
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With unseasonably warm temperatures and Easter falling the earliest it can on the calendar, spring fever has 

surely hit our neighborhood! Wisteria and azaleas are already in bloom, and garden centers are doing brisk 

business. We’re all looking forward to enjoying front porches and patios during the warming evenings.

Speaking of porches, we received an abundance of great entries for the Front Porch Makeover contest. 

This month we’ll surprise the lucky winner with their $3,000 new front porch from Blend Indoor Outdoor 
and  Anita's Garden, then be sure to look for the before and after photos in our May issue.

We love contests – and we love awarding prizes! Check out our new contest (see below), 

“What’s the best advice your mother ever gave you?” and submit your entry by April 

25 to editor@residentnews.net. In our May issue we’ll publish the sage advice 

that mothers have handed down through the ages.

This month we introduce a new column, At Home with Your Neighbor, shar-

ing little known facts about some familiar faces in the neighborhood. Turn to 

page 41 and read about Jacksonville’s very own music man.

Enjoy Spring!

Seth and Pamela Williams

Publishers’ Note

FREELANCE
REPORTER

1650-302 Margaret St. #310, Jacksonvil le, FL 32204
Phone: (904) 388-8839  Fax: (904) 423-1183

www.ResidentNews.net

Freelance reporter needed for 
the best Community Newspaper 
in Jacksonville. Must be able to 
take assignments as directed, 
report accurately, write creatively 
and meet deadlines. Residence 
in newspaper’s coverage area and 
photojournalism is a plus.

Send resume, clips and cover letter 
to pamela@residentnews.net
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San Marco . St. Nicholas . San Jose
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convenient locations throughout the Historic Districts
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The Resident. All content is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2016.
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Allison
steilberg

A top 5 ReAltoR, YeAR AfteR YeAR

904.252.5181

We’re considering making 
some improvements to our 
house and wonder if you 
think we’ll get more return 
on our investment from 
a really nice guest house 

or a renovated kitchen and 
downstairs master suite?

Q

Ask 
Allison

email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

Without question, you should 
spend your money “inside” the 
house. While a guest suite seems 
nice — I have found time and 
time again that this type of space 
doesn’t offer a great return on 
investment. The reason is that if 
a buyer needs/wants a detached 
guest house, they will by all means 
place value on it and be willing to pay for it. If 
they don’t, however, then you’ve invested a lot 
of money in a project that might not appeal to 
a wide pool of buyers. Conversely, EVERYONE 
values a renovated kitchen and, with our aging 
population, there is more and more demand 
every day for a downstairs master bedroom. 
Hope that helps! 

A

1209 Wolfe St
Charming new home in Historic Avondale

3BR/2BA,1,528SF — Asking Price $260,000

NEW 
LISTING!

5171 Yacht club Rd
Amazing Riverfront Renovation

6BR/5BA, 4,625SF — Asking Price $1,650,000

2360 RiveRSide ave
Two-story townhouse in the heart of Riverside 

3BR/3.5BA, 2,425SF — Asking Price $525,000

NEW 
LISTING!

NEW 
LISTING!

2358 RiveRSide ave, PenthouSe 1204
Spectacular Riverfront Penthouse Condo 

4BR/4.5BA, 3,725SF — Asking Price $1,650,000

NEW 
LISTING!

Submit your entry to 
editor@residentnews.net 

no later than 
April 25, 2016.

Winners will be featured 
in the May Edition.

Share
The best piece of advice

YOUR MOTHER
Gave
You

TEll The ResidenT in 250 WordS 
or lESS the best advice your 
mom ever gave you And Win!

WIN:
•  Brunch for Four 
 at Matthews, 

• 1-hour Massage 
 at Seventh 
 Wonder 
 Day Spa, 

•  Bourbon and 
 Bowtie Bracelet 
 from Sisters 
 Cottage

sponsored by:



904.388.0000
fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support 
Angels for Allison 

with a donation for 
every transaction.

ORTEGA BV CONDO
4242 ORTEGA BLVD #20 - $135,000

Very nice 2/2, second floor w/secure entry
1224 HOLLYWOOD AVE - $219,900

Charming 3/2, 1324sf, nicely updated
5121 HARBOR POINT CIR - $599,000

Renovated riverfront 3/2.5, 3043sf

HISTORIC BUNGALOW WATERFRONTTed Miller
904.463.1731

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

4243 VENETIA BLVD - $839,000
One-owner 5/4.5, incredible lot/views

WATERFRONT

2854 IONIC AVE - $370,000
Updated 1-story, 4/2, 2642sf in Ortega

6556 WHITE BLOSSOM CIR - $159,900
Twinleaf gated 2/2 condo, 1438sf, 1-car garage

4124 BALTIC ST
Ortega custom 2-story cedar shake 5/5.5 

3723 RICHMOND ST - $829,000
Elegant, renovated 2-story brick 4/2.5, 3425st

SALE PENDING UNDER CONTRACT SOLD
Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

PERFECT LOCATION

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Anne Clay McNulty
904.334.3433

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Carrie Inman Cessna
904.707.8038

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

Don Hammond
904.545.7783

4872 VICTORIA CHASE CT - $246,500
Victoria Place 4/2, 2142sf, screen porch, 2-car gar

6407 TOWNSEND RD - $134,900
Upgraded 3/2, 1400sf, corner lot, garage

3637 VALENCIA AVE
Adorable 2/1 bungalow in Avondale

2842 ST JOHNS AVE
Iconic 5BR, 3-story 1927 Mediterranean Revival

JUST LISTED NEW LISTING SOLD
Alise Ferranti
904.434.0767

SOLD

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698

Fraser Bolwell
904.333.0798

WATERFRONT
4333 VENETIA BLVD - $1,299,000

Lovely waterfront 4/5.5, 4428sf, pool/dock/lift
3870 JEAN ST - $179,900

Updated 2/1, nice yard, 2-car det garage
4635 ORTEGA BLVD - $1,499,000
Breathtaking Spanish style 4/3, skyline view

AVONDALE ST JOHNS RIVERFRONT
1596 LANCASTER TERR #11A - $475,000
Broadview Towers 3/3, 2365sf, breathtaking views

RIVERFRONT

ORTEGA TERRACE
4715 ALGONQUIN AVE - $995,000

Elegant 5/3.5, fully renovated in 2006, must see!
2950 ST JOHNS AVE #6 - $325,000

Sunlit 2/2.5 townhome on the river
1863 POWELL PL - $465,000

Cape Cod 3/3, just steps from the St Johns
6230 PARK ST - $235,000

Charming 3/2.5 on tidal creek, .5ac lot

RIVER VIEWSRIVERSHORE VILLAGE WATERFRONTBeverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Ken Watson 
904.655.7220

We are Leverage Global Partners' exclusive 
Northeast Florida representative, offering you 

professional real estate guidance wherever you may go.

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136

Nancy Nooney 
904.710.4786

Fred Miller
904.699.6459

Ellen Gould
904.716.9106
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The Commander Tower Apartments 
and the St. Johns Village shopping center 
in Avondale have been sold to Chance 
Partners, an Atlanta real estate firm 
specializing in development and manage-
ment of mixed-use communities.

The new owner, which paid $5.8 million 
for the 55-year-old apartment building 
and the 29-year-old shopping center, is 
evaluating the future use of the two-parcel, 
5.86-acre property. 

Judd Bobilin, president and CEO of 
Chance Partners, responded to questions 
through its public relations firm.

When asked about the reported plans 
“to spend many millions renovating the 
tower and adding more apartments,” 
Bobilin stated they will take some time 
evaluating several factors before deciding 
the next course of action.

“We have not determined an exact plan 
of action at this time,” said Bobilin. “We 
will spend the next several weeks evaluat-

The aging 16-story, 90-unit tower at 3946 St. Johns Ave. was sold to an Atlanta development firm last 
month for $5.8 million.

New ownership, new outlook for 
Commander, St. Johns Village

ing the market, zoning information, plans, 
etc., and will be discussing with our team, 
land-use attorney and contractors the best 
course of action.

Bobilin said the company’s philosophy 
is to invest in great neighborhoods. “We 
certainly feel this fits that criteria perfect-
ly,” he said.

In the meantime, a new management 
company, Pegasus Residential, has been 
contracted to take over management of 
the Commander Apartments. Chance 
Partners indicated they have met with 
each of the retail tenants in the shopping 
center, with another meeting scheduled 
in May to outline a potential plan of 
action going forward.

Three years ago local developer Michael 
Balanky, president and CEO of Chase 
Properties, began what would turn out to be 
an 18-month-long application process for 
the approval to develop a luxury residential 
and commercial development on the site of 
the Commander Tower Apartments and St. 
Johns Village shopping center.

After a series of community meetings, 

many sessions with Riverside Avondale 
Preservation and residents of the adjacent 
Arden neighborhood, Chase Properties 
won approval from City Council in January 
2014 to proceed with a modified, but still 
very large, development.

Former property owners, Mary V. Kasser 
Mochary, of Montclair, New Jersey, and her 

son, Matthew Mochary, of Silicon Valley, 
California, backed out of the project a year 
ago. If Balanky’s project had gone through, 
the complex would have consisted of three 
buildings covering about 280,000 square feet, 
and comprise 260 one-, two- and three-bed-
room units, plus about 10,000 square feet of 
commercial/retail spaces.

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Just one year shy of celebrating 70 years in 
business, the Edgewood Bakery is closing its 
doors for good. There is no chance, either, 
for a purchase and re-opening under the 
same name as Stache Investments sold the 
property, after very short negotiations, to lo-
cal restaurant entrepreneur John Valentino.

Valentino, who owns Mellow Mushroom 
and Burrito Gallery, has plans to convert 
the bakery to a second French Pantry. He 
owns the original on Powers Avenue, having 

The handwritten sign says it all. A nearly 70-year-
old neighborhood institution has shut its doors.

purchased it in 2015 after he was approached 
by owners Tim and Barbara Felver, who 
operated the French Pantry for 20 years.

A statement by Stache Investments 
noted the bakery business is shifting from 
standalone bakeries, to purchases made 
at grocery stores, convenience stores 
and coffee shops. Valentino believes that 
putting a French Pantry at that location 
will give fans of Edgewood Bakery and 
residents of Murray Hill a “unique and 
extraordinary experience.”

The new French Pantry will not be a 
mirror image of the first restaurant, but 
a spokesperson for Valentino’s company 
stated it was too early to know at this 
point what the differences will be. Design 
Cooperative, which designed Mellow 
Mushroom in Avondale and the new 
Burrito Gallery in Brooklyn-Riverside, 
will also be involved in this latest of 
Valentino’s projects, said Leah Miller, of 
the Legacy Restaurant Group.

The Powers Avenue location is 

currently open only for lunch, but the 
Edgewood Avenue location will be open 
for brunch and dinner.

Although Murray Hill resident Chris 
Boivin said he was sad to see the bakery 
close, he is looking forward to the French 
Pantry, which is just one of several new busi-
nesses opening in the historic neighborhood. 

Grater Goods, a cheese shop special-
izing in artisanal and farmstead cheeses 
and charcuterie, recently opened at the 
former location of Swimming Yesterday, 
1080 S. Edgewood Ave. Andrea Dahlia’s 
new restaurant and bar, Magnolia’s 
Pub, will open later this year. The 
4,000-square-foot pub, specializing in 
waffle-based dishes, will serve dinner 
and late-night fare during the week, with 
brunch service added on the weekends.

Edgewood Bakery 
closes doors; French 
Pantry to move in

2216 Oak Street
(904) 738-8325
*Joining fee applies

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE FITNESS 
ASSESSMENT. Go on our facebook page
Snap Fitness Riverside for details. f

ALL

CLASSES

INCLUDE

EVERY LEVEL

OF FITNESS

WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT!
Awesome Personal Trainers, Free Live Classes,

Fitness on Demand Available 24/7,
Affordable Small Group Classes, Workout of the Day

MyZone Heart Rate Monitoring System

Mondays
@ 5:45 

TM

Spring 
Home Improvement Guide
A speciAl section to the Resident community news

FRONT PORCH 
WINNER 

coming next month in our 
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

With a thoughtful nod to its surround-
ing residential and business neighbors, 
St. Vincent HealthCare is undertaking a 
piece-by-piece demolition of Seton Hall, a 
Riverside building which housed nursing 
students for two decades. Although an 
implosion or wrecking balls would take it 
down much faster, the careful approach by 
Brasfield & Gorrie LLC will minimize dust 
and vibrations in the surrounding area.

“St. Vincent’s is part of the Riverside/
Avondale neighborhood and has been for 
nearly 100 years. We are doing our part 
to protect the river and nearby historic 
homes during this demolition,” said Lester 
Del Rosario, Senior Project Manager of 
Ascension Health Planning Design & 
Construction at St. Vincent’s. 

The 65,000-square-foot historic build-
ing on the riverfront was no longer up 
to code, so St. Vincent’s Riverside closed 
off a section of the Riverwalk behind the 
medical center, then began demolition 
March 14. Most of the work last month 
focused on the interior of the building, 
with the exterior tear-down beginning in 
April. Demolition, which includes Bryan 
Auditorium, is expected to go through 
the end of June, with project completion 
in early August. The project was to have 
begun last fall, with estimated completion 
by end of December 2015. 

Seton Hall was home to St. Vincent’s 
Nursing School since 1952, when it was 
built. The nursing school, which opened 
in 1919 in Springfield before moving to 
Riverside in 1928, closed in 1973. After 
that, Seton Hall was home to a variety 
of business operations before becoming 
unoccupied in early 2015.

Debbie Gottlieb, Nursing School Class 
of 1970, said she is sad to see the building 
demolished. Two things in Seton Hall 
reminiscent of her days at St. Vincent’s are 
the mailboxes on the wall and the emblem 
of St. Vincent’s Hospital School of Nursing 
on the floor of the entrance lobby at Seton 
Hall, she said.

Former nursing school building to be demolished

“It has been comforting to revisit 
such an important time in my life,” said 
Gottlieb, who last toured the building at 
her 2010 nursing school reunion. “At the 
reunions in the past we have always visited 
Seton Hall; in fact, after touring the hospi-
tal we have had lunch in the River lounge. 
That was the place we had many events 
throughout nursing school days.”

The current plan for the historic 
mailboxes is to move them to the Debbie 
Gottlieb Center for Nursing Excellence, 
named in gratitude for a generous do-
nation 12 years ago by Gottlieb and her 
husband, Mel, well-known philanthropists.

 “Efforts are certainly being taken to 
preserve salvageable pieces of the build-
ing’s rich history, and items will be on dis-
play throughout our health ministry,” said 
Kyle Sieg, media relations coordinator, 

Seton Hall

St. Vincent’s HealthCare. “The contractor 
will do the best they can to remove the 
emblem and preserve it. We will also be 
preserving the statues from Seton Hall and 
moving them to other locations across our 
ministry, though the specific locations are 
to be determined.”

At some point, St. Vincent’s will build on 

the land but there are currently no plans for 
development, according to Sieg. The space 
will be “greened” after the demolition.

“It is sad to see it go, but what we 
learned in those three years of nursing 
school has stayed with us throughout the 
years, and hopefully we were able to help 
many people with our skills,” Gottlieb said.

MOMNI
Boutique 
& Alterations 

Murray Hill 

Momni’s First
Fashion Show 
5.5.2016 7pm at the
Garden Club of Jacksonville
Tickets available online and in store.

fb: Momni Boutique, Momni Love 
ig: Momnijax
www.momniboutique.com

Forensic and Clinical
Psychological Services:
• Marital and Individual Therapy
• Children, Adolescents, and Adults
• Life and Executive Coaching
• Forensic Evaluations and Testimony
• Custody Evaluations and Parenting  
   Coordination

DPG Team:
Dr. Justin D’Arienzo, Psy.D., ABPP
Dr. Dawn DiRito, LCSW, Ed.D.
Mr. Alan Lipzin, LMHC
Ms. Cynthia Salameh, Esquire
Mr. Joseph Zichi, LCSW

Dr. Justin D’Arienzo is a Forensic and Board-Certified Clinical Psychologist, FL Lic.#PY7397

11512 LAKE MEAD AVENUE • SUITE 704 • JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256

When you are faced with difficult life situations, finding an 
objective, competent, and experienced professional is crucial. 
Get life changing results at D’Arienzo Psychological Group!

904.379.8094
www.livebetterjax.com
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This year’s two-day annual Home Tour 
features 10 residences, a condominium, 
a historic adaptive reuse project and 
two outdoor spaces. Spread throughout 
Riverside and Avondale, the venues in-
clude an estate lot on the St. Johns River, 
a bungalow with an edible yard, and a 
Tudor home on Edgewood Avenue. 

The 2016 Home Tour Designer Dream 
House is a 1931 Tudor located at 1918 
Morningside St. with a dock that meanders 
through the marsh, opening up to a view of 
Big Fishweir Creek. The Art and Craftsman 
House will be at 3867 Arden St. For other 
venues, visit raphometour.com/houses/.

The offices of the North Florida Land Trust at 2038 Gilmore Street are the venue for the Outstanding River Friendly Yard.

Annual Home Tour features 12 venues
The tour will be held Saturday, April 

16, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday, April 17, 
12-5 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the 
Riverside Avondale Preservation office, 
2623 Herschel St.

The outdoor spaces will be staffed only 
on Saturday, April 16 and include Native 
Park at 3312 Park St., where members 
of the Ixia Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society will provide tours from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and will hold a plant sale. 

At the second outdoor space, a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for the Riverside 
Avondale Community Garden at 2840 
Park St. will be held Saturday, April 16, 2 
p.m. Children can take part in a coloring 
contest and take home planting seeds. 
The dedicated volunteers who construct-
ed the garden will provide tours.

Community Garden ribbon 
cutting to be held during tour

Ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Riverside Avondale 
Community Garden will be held April 16 at 2 p.m.

O’Brothers Irish 
Pub shuts doors 
after 8-year run

O’Brothers Irish Pub, established 
in 2008 by brothers Drew and Curt 
Cavins, closed for good on March 27, 
ending its run with an auction of beer 
signs,mirrors, pictures and memora-
bilia after an all-day Happy Hour.

“We’re just slowing down,” said 
Drew Cavins, who also owns 
Mossfire Grill with his wife, Scooter. 
“It’s just part of the process.”

Known in 5 Points for its annual 
St. Patrick’s Day block party, the pub 
had many fans loyal to its Shepherd’s 
Pie and Scotch eggs, not to mention 
18 beers on tap.

Drew Cavins confirmed a new 
restaurant will be opening under new 
ownership as Five Points Tavern. “I 
want to thank everyone for their sup-
port over the past years,” he said. “I’m 
excited about the new restaurant.”

New owner Jeffrey Forrest, a chef 
who worked at former local restau-
rants Crush Bistro and Stella’s Piano 
Cafe, has filed for a zoning exception 
with City of Jacksonville Planning 
and Development Department for 
an SRX (special restaurant liquor) 
license, enabling Five Points Tavern 
to serve beer, wine and liquor 
on-premises and outside. Forrest has 
also worked in Detroit, New York 
City, Charlotte and, most recently, St. 
Lucia in the West Indies.

NEW STUDENT
YOGA SPECIAL!

21 DAYS
UNLIMITED YOGA

FEATURED CLASS OF THE MONTH:        Yin Yoga Wednesdays at 7:30pm & Fridays at 11am

• Our Yoga classes are well 
suited for beginners. 

• Full class schedule available 
on our website$21
Yin Yoga helps increase flexibility, 
calms the body and restores the mind

4154 Herschel St.
Jacksonville, Florida
904-680-7344

www.solunayogaspa.com

904.272-2020
ClayEye.com

LASER CATARACT SURGERY • LASIK SURGERY • GLAUCOMA SURGERY • MACULAR DEGENERATION • DIABETIC EYE DISEASE • CORNEA SURGERY • COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY • PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY • FAMILY EYE CARE • CONTACT LENSES

DEDICATED to providing 
patients with medical 
excellence, quality care, 
and personalized services.

Proudly serving the North Florida community for over 35 years.

St. Vincent’s Hospital-
Riverside

DePaul Building 
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

Orange Park
2023 Professional Center Dr.

Orange Park, FL 32073

Fleming Island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223

The Perfect 10

LOUISE ANDREWS                      
904.744.9671

Louise44@comcast.net

TO BUY OR SELL                                 
www.youravon.com/louiseandrews

Buy on line with your credit card
or call me for service.



Office: 904-394-2316
For opportunities in Real Estate, create your own income and career, 

call Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!
3610 St. Johns Avenue, 32205 • cbvhomesearch.com

E x p e r i e n c e  |  E x p e r t i s e  |  R e s u l t s

clark laBlOnd
Director of Career Development
904-537-6149
clablond@cbvfl.com

Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated.

allen leWiS
Sales Manager
904.705.2086

allen.lewis@everbank.com
NMLS ID#433503

Stop by to visit Everbank’s Sales Manager Allen Lewis
for an update on mortgages and rates.

Coldwell Banker
V A N G U A R D  R E A L T Y

Historic district Historic districtHistoric district

2761 Forbes Street
Lee O’Quinn, 904-742-8338

$229,900

2542 Herschel Street
Tony Caribaltes, 904-536-5779

$350,000

3561 Randall Street
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117

$219,000

Historic district OrtegaOrtega

4827 Algonquin Avenue
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117

$499,000

5303 Ortega Boulevard
Seth Kimball, 904-270-0210

$350,000

Other areasSpringfield

132 4th Street
Wade Griffin, 904-543-0969

$425,000

7905 Delaroche Drive
Erica Davis, 904-219-0954

$295,000

3668 Pine Street
Wade Griffin, 904-543-0969

$379,000

Springfield

1631 Silver Street
Pat Nodurft, 904-333-0792

$250,000

Wade 
Griffin

534.0969

anne 
rain 

472.9809

Seth 
kimball
270.0210

christie 
radney 
962.3049

Tripp 
newsom
234.6117

Sherry 
faircloth 
463.7649

ann 
Baxley 

504.7573

lee  
O’Quinn
742.8338

dulce  
lake 

589.7057

Haley 
Hartley 

703.0423

Patricia
Orange

612.0211

cindy 
corey

673.6740

Tony 
caribaltes
536.5779

erica 
davis

219.0954

Pat 
nodurft
333.0792

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard.  It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  A Realogy Company.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving” are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
LLC.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network is offered by USAA Relocation Services, Inc., a licensed real estate broker and subsidiary of USAA Federal Savings Bank. Program may be unavailable for employer-sponsored relocations. Not 
available for transactions in Iowa or outside the US. This is not a solicitation if you are already represented by a real estate broker. Obtaining a mortgage from USAA Bank is optional, not required to utilize the USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network, and can be acquired from other sources. Use 
of the term “member” does not convey any legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates.

cuSTOm deSiGned riverfrOnT HOme
4200 Ortega forest drive

Amy Powell, 904-327-3933  
& Anne Rain, 904-472-9809

$2,595,000
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

A recent unanimous decision to ap-
prove The Roost, a 150-seat, late-night bar 
and restaurant on Oak Street, has frustrat-
ed nearby residents who wonder whether 
city planners are considering business 
opportunity over the letter of the law.

Based on action by the City 
of Jacksonville’s Planning and 
Development Department and by the 
Planning Commission, many opposed 
to the project question whether, for city 
officials, economics trumps the quality 
of life for residents in historic Riverside.

According to opponents of the restau-
rant, the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, the 
Riverside Avondale Overlay, Zoning 
Codes and the Future Land Use Map 
(FLUM) are being completely disregarded 
by city planners.

“I believe approval of this PUD was 
very politically motivated. I want City 
Council to look at the facts, the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan, the Overlay and 
Zoning Codes,” said Nancy Murrey-Settle, 
a resident who lives within 300 feet of the 
site of the proposed restaurant.. 

“This restaurant is surrounded by 
residential character area,” she said, re-
ferring to a zoning designation. “There’s 
some belief that PUDs pass over the land 
use regulations, but Section 3.2.6 of the 
FLUM prohibit the 
location of commercial 
usage, and prohibit the 
use of local streets for 
non-residential traffic.”

Murrey-Settle was one 
of 18 people who spoke 
against Bill 2016-55 
at the March 22 City 
Council meeting. She 
and 29 others also spoke 
at the March 17 Planning Commission 
meeting, where the commissioners unani-
mously approved the PUD, despite condi-
tions placed on the PUD by the Planning 
Department and objections from residents.

Ted Stein, J.C. Demetree and their 
attorney, Steven Diebenow, consistently 
and steadfastly resisted any requests by 
Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP) to 
compromise the size, scale and intensity 
of the restaurant, citing the necessity for 
a minimum of 150 seats in order to apply 
for an SRX (special restaurant alcoholic 
beverage) liquor license. They contend 
a full liquor license, which typically costs 
$1,820/year, is required to pay for the 
costs of building out the restaurant.

“RAP has met with the developers on 
a number of occasions, and they have 
been unwilling to negotiate a scaled-down 
project that would be compatible within 
the historic district on this location,” said 
a statement issued by RAP prior to the 
Planning Commission hearing.

When District 6 Councilman Matt 
Schellenberg asked about a seating 
compromise during the Council’s 
public comment period on March 22, 
Diebenow responded that a 60-seat 
restaurant was not financially viable.

“The renovation costs are extraordi-
narily high here, so we need the SRX to 
make it happen,” he said.

Bait and switch?

Ironically, when the concept of the 
neighborhood restaurant was intro-
duced to RAP in September 2015, it was 
as a 60-seat breakfast/lunch coffee shop.

“The Roost developers came to us 
in September with a breakfast and 
lunch concept closing at 3 p.m. with a 
coffee shop. We said we were open to 
considering something like that if they 
could come back with some plans,” 
said Nancy Powell, a member of RAP’s 
Zoning Committee, at the Planning 
Commission hearing. “Two weeks later, 
we were surprised that there were meet-
ings being held…for a 150-seat, full al-
cohol, close at 2 a.m., live entertainment 
[establishment]. Needless to say, this 
was different than our understanding, 
and we told them this was too intense 
for this location.”

Stein, who spoke first at City Council, 
noted he and business partner Demetree 
live within five blocks of the site and 
emphasized his passion for the project. 
“We are so passionate about the future 
of the neighborhood we are willing to do 
anything to open this restaurant,” he said.

During the Planning Commission 
Meeting on March 17, Diebenow argued 
against three of the 12 conditions made 
by the Planning Department in its staff 
report. He said the first condition, which 
would prohibit outside sales and service 
to patrons at the 32 patio seats, should 
be granted because those 32 seats were 
already reflected on the site plan.

Planning Department Staff had made 
hours of operation another condition, 

requesting 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m., but The Roost 
operators want longer 
hours.

Diebenow stated they 
had removed a request 
from the application to be 
able to change the hours 
at a later date, enabling 
the restaurant and bar 
to stay open later on the 

weekend, and in return want the hours to 
remain at 6:30 a.m. to midnight. During 
the week, the restaurant will close at 11 
p.m. and patio service will shut down at 
10 p.m.

Parking, always parking

The final condition argued against the 
project was the conversion of 18 parking 
spaces on Oak Street from 90-degree to 
parallel spaces, which would result in a 
lesser number, most likely by more than 
half. Currently, long vehicles parking 
perpendicular to the sidewalk encroach 
into the travel lane on Oak Street.

“We would prefer to keep 90-degree 
parking. And that’s primarily because, 
based on our analysis of the traffic acci-
dent reports from JSO since January 1, 
2010, there have only been three traffic 
accidents at all of the property address-
es,” said Diebenow at the Planning 
Commission meeting. “We don’t know if 
they’re a result of people backing out into 
traffic or what the actual accident was, but 
over a six-year period there’s only been 
three accidents in that area. Two of them 
were hit-and-runs. So presumably, they 
were cars that were parked.”

In that neighborhood many of the 
homes have no driveways and rely on 
street parking. Many residents, includ-
ing Thad Crowe, Frank Bioteau and 
Randall Brooks, expressed concern 
about the problems that will occur when 
the restaurant’s patrons circle the neigh-
borhood looking for parking.

Despite vocal local opposition, Roost 
gets one more approval closer to plan

Continued on page 9

904.290.6711 • ildescojax.com
@ildescojax /ildescojax

2665 PARK ST
Corner of Park & King Street

HUNGRY 
FOR ITALIAN?

Pasta • Pizza • Oysters

LUNCH 
Monday thru Friday 11am to 2pm

BRUNCH 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to 3pm

HAPPY HOUR 
Monday thru Friday 2pm to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday 3pm to 5pm

DINNER 
Sunday thru Wednesday 5pm to 10pm 
Thursday thru Saturday 5pm to 11pm

“We are so passionate 
about the future of the 
neighborhood we are 
willing to do anything 

to open this restaurant.”
— Ted Stein, developer of The Roost
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By Monica Gutos 
Resident Community News

A week doesn’t pass by without Jen 
Kent noticing drivers speeding through 
school zones along Herschel Street in 
front of Fishweir Elementary School 
and on Cherry Street behind West 
Riverside Elementary School. Kent, who 
has children at both schools, wrote to 
The Resident expressing her concerns. 

If caught speeding through school zones, 
drivers can face fines between $154 and 
$454, depending on the speed. Drivers 
speeding 30 mph or more over the posted 
speed limit could face a mandatory court 
appearance. This doesn’t seem to deter 
some drivers from speeding.

Fishweir Elementary School Principal 
Kimberly Dennis said she notices speed-
ing through the school zones, located on 
Herschel Street and Boone Park Avenue, 
on a daily basis, while West Riverside 
Elementary School Principal Sylvia 
Johnson said she seldom sees this around 
her school, which has school zones on 
Herschel and Park Streets.

According to Florida Statute 316.1895 
school zone speed limits are no less 
than 15 mph except by local regulation 
and no school zone speed limit can 
be more than 20 mph in an urbanized 
area. Speed limits are in force at least 30 
minutes before and after school. 

Crossing guards can report speeders 
but have no citation authority. According 
to Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office Public 
Information Officer Christian Hancock, 
police officers work the areas when com-
plaints are received and as needed. “Patrol 
and traffic units have the option to work 
any problem areas utilizing traffic radar or 
laser when time permits between answer-
ing calls for service,” said Officer Hancock. 

Most private and public schools in 
Riverside and Avondale said there were 
no issues, but some have concerns on a 
regular basis. 

St. Paul’s Catholic School Principal Kim 
Repper receives complaints every other 
week. “We have not had police in the 
school zones although we have called to 
inform the police of the speeding,” she said. 

Repper said the lack of flashing school 
zone lights is the reason why drivers con-
tinue to speed through St. Paul’s school 
zones, which are located on Park, Acosta, 
and Forbes Streets. “Since the city painted 
the parking lines on Forbes, the speeding 
is even more dangerous as people are 
whipping around parked cars.”

“As a community we could do better 
to look out for the kids coming to and 
from school,” said Kent. 

Residents can report speeding inci-
dents to the JSO non-emergency num-
ber at (904) 630-0500, or via a crime tip 
at www.jaxsheriff.org.

Speeding through school 
zones an ongoing concern 

“For people that live there, we have no 
place to park other than on the street. 
We cannot build a parking garage on our 
property. There is no room. A lot of houses 
have a single driveway to pull into. I share 
a driveway with my neighbor. I have to 
park on the street. When I come home 
now, with Snap Fitness here, oftentimes 
the Snap Fitness customers are parked in 
front of my house. I have no place to park,” 
said Brooks at the Planning Commission 
hearing. “What I’ve noticed over around 
King Street is, in searching for parking plac-
es, the cars pull up into driveways to turn 
around. So there’s constantly people pulling 
up into your driveway at night. The head-
lights, due to the incline of the driveways, 
are shining in the people’s windows of their 
houses. It’s just miserable.”

Barry Bobek, an attorney repre-
senting Kevin Pettway and P.R.O.U.D. 
(Positive Riverside Optimized Urban 
Development), rebutted the parking  
analysis provided by Diebenow.

 “Mr. Diebenow takes credit for three 
spaces per thousand square feet of floor 
area because under Section 6, in parking, 
you’re allowed credit for a prior conform-
ing use. Well, that wasn't a conforming 
use at the time,” said Bobek. “If it was, it 
had two-per and not three-per, and so 
their analysis is off.

Bobek stated the restaurant would actu-
ally need 80 spaces if size, seats and other 
uses were calculated correctly. “They’ve got 
about 56. And they include parking on the 
street,” he said. “That overlooks or ignores 
the requirements of the Land Development 
Regulations, the Zoning Code.”

Parking is not considered an issue for 
some of the proponents for The Roost. 
Speaking in favor of the project was Joi 
Perkins, a realtor, who contends Oak 

Street is not residential. Perkins said her 
clients are drawn to the walkability of the 
area and often don’t have a car, taking 
Uber, riding their bikes or walking.

“If a client of mine said ‘I would like 
to live in a quiet residential area,’ I would 
never take them to Oak Street,” she stat-
ed. “It’s not residential, quiet residential. 
Go to Avondale if you want that.”

Despite the 30 to seven testimonies 
against the PUD, the Planning Commission 
unanimously approved the application, 
including amendments to the conditions 
which granted The Roost outside sales and 
services, longer hours of operation and de-
nied the requirement to convert 90-degree 
parking to parallel parking.

“We were disappointed that, after two 
hours of cogent, persuasive, and technical 
testimony from qualified planning experts, 
Riverside Avondale Preservation, RAP 
founder Wayne Wood, and numerous 
affected property owners opposed to Bill 
2016-55, the Planning Commission voted 
to approve it without considering any of 
it. In fact, they actually eased restrictions 
that the City’s own Planning Department 
had put into place, expanding the hours 
and loosening parking restrictions,” said 
Jennifer Wolfe, on behalf of PROUD. 
“When the viewpoints of affected citizens 
are not taken seriously by the Planning 
Commission members, everybody loses. 
We fully expect that City Council mem-
bers, and particularly the Land Use and 
Zoning Committee, will be more thought-
ful and informed in their response.” 

The final hearing on Bill 2016-55 will be 
at the Land Use and Zoning Committee on 
April 5, and the committee will then vote 
on the bill on April 19. City Council will 
vote on April 26. All meeting are in Council 
Chambers at City Hall at 5 p.m.

Home Décor, Antiques,
Estate Services &
Vintage Fashions

4201 St. Johns Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210
Tel: (904)672-7705 • castawaysjax@gmail.com

~
V i n tag e  to  M O d e r n

~

S H O P
~

S E L L
~

C O N S I G N

facebook: Castaways Vintage to Modernf

Expires 4/30/16

New oN the Market 
Fantastic location in ortega terrace!

3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath. Beautiful lot and hardwood floors.
$445,000

4790 ortega Boulevard 

904.707.6548
3627 St. Johns avenue

Jacksonville, Florida 32205

www.jaxrealestatesuccess.com | susan.tuohy@bhhsfr.com

SuSaN Fuller tuohY | realtor®, grI
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Construction of the new Winston 
Family YMCA on Riverside Avenue is on 
target and expected to be completed late 
summer this year, according to a represen-
tative of YMCA of Florida’s First Coast. 
“In terms of fundraising, on a goal of $21 
million, we have $2.5 million left to raise,” 
the representative stated.

“Thanks to our generous donors and 
supportive community members, the 
construction of the new Winston Family 
YMCA is right on schedule,” said YMCA 

YMCA construction on schedule 
for late summer opening

Herschel Street electrical substation rebuild underway

Construction site for the Winston Family YMCA with the City of Jacksonville in the background.
(Photo courtesy of YMCA of Florida’s First Coast)

Construction workers atop the girders of the future 
Winston Family YMCA in Riverside.

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The replacement of the Jacksonville 
Energy Authority (JEA) electrical substation 
on Herschel Street finally commenced more 
than six months after its original schedule.

According to Gerri Boyce, JEA Media 
Relations, a change in contractors resulted in 
the delay. The $1 million project is on budget 
and expected to be completed at the end 
of April, she said.

JEA has been implementing a plan to 
retire some of its existing 4 kilovolt distri-
bution systems and convert to 26 kilovolt 

of Florida’s First Coast President and CEO 
Eric Mann. “After six decades of serv-
ing the First Coast, the Winston YMCA 
will not only bolster our never-ending 
commitment to the community but also 
allows us to accommodate the growth of 
the surrounding area.”

Construction by Haskell Company began 
in May 2015 to replace the 60-year-old-plus 
Yates Family YMCA, which remains open 
during the building of its replacement and 
is currently for sale.

A passerby pauses to check the progress of the 
future Winston Family YMCA on Riverside Avenue. 

systems to reduce the number of circuits 
in the Historic District, reducing mainte-
nance and increasing reliability. 

The substation is over 50 years old, most 
of the existing equipment is obsolete and 
replacement parts cannot be located, Boyce 
said in June 2015.

 JEA plans to increase the capacity of 
the substation to meet future load require-
ments by installing larger transformers. 
The Herschel project will also upgrade the 4 
kilovolt circuits to 636 aluminum feeder wire, 
which is considered the current industry stan-
dard for overhead electric cables, as well as 
being less costly than traditional copper wires. The JEA electrical substation at Herschel Street is being rebuilt.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

A proposal for a unique restaurant in 
the heart of Hemming Park was approved 
by the Downtown Development Review 
Board on Feb 25. 

The 320-square-foot “container” restau-
rant/bar will be constructed from two 
repurposed shipping containers at an esti-
mated cost of $241,000, according to Allan 
DeVault, partner at Black Sheep Restaurant.

“The kiosk concept came up about a 
year ago, then Wayne Wood and Vince 
Cavin approached us a few months later 
about putting it in Hemming Park,” said 
DeVault, partner in Black Sheep. “We see 
it as a natural extension of our brand, and 
it will be great for the community. It may 
not be a big moneymaker, but we justify it 
as a benefit to the community.”

Although a kiosk is a potentially re-lo-
catable structure, this will be permanent, 
according to DeVault, who said the build-
out costs are ridiculously high.

“It was fun to see them being cut into 
pieces,” said DeVault, referring to the 
process of putting the two 20x8x8.5-foot 
metal containers together.

The restaurant is estimated to be com-
pleted in early summer, constructed by 
Sweetwater Restoration, Inc. under design by 
Design Cooperative, LLC. There will be two 
bar service and two food service windows 
for walk-up orders. There is no inside seating 
planned, as customers can eat in the near-
by Charlie’s Café, an open air dining area.

Black Sheep gets thumbs up from DDRB

Elevations (Courtesy of Design Cooperative)

Artist’s rendering of Hemming Park with the Black Sheep container restaurant (Courtesy of Design Cooperative)
North Florida’s

#1 Diner.
Void Magazine • Folio Weekly • Florida Times Union

Breakfast 
Lunch 

& Dinner

Sunday – Thursday • 6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday • 6:30 am to 8:30 pm

San Marco
3302 Hendricks Avenue

(904) 398-3701

MANDARIN
12807 San Jose Boulevard

(904) 638-6185

Ortega
OPENING FOR DINNER APRIL 25TH

4495 Roosevelt Boulevard
(904) 999-4600

metrodiner.com

Spring
 on in for a
Brighter 
Smile...

3630 St. Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 387.0501 office  •  (904) 387.3505 fax

R E S T O R AT I V E  •  C O S M E T I C  •  I M P L A N T S  •  T M J  T H E R A P Y

www.MedureDental.com

CUSTOM-FITTED
TAKE HOME

BRIGHTENING SYSTEM
$249* (D9975 & D9310)

*OFFER EXPIRES  4-30-2016

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR
ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE OR REDUCED-FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT.

Jillian Medure, D.M.D.

It only takes 7 seconds to make a first impression. According to independent research, a 
whiter smile has a substantially positive effect on peoples’ first impressions of you.
 A national survey conducted by the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry showed that 
96% of adults believe an attractive smile makes a person more attractive to the people of 
the opposite gender, and that 74% of adults felt that an unattractive smile can impair a 
person’s chances for success in their career.      
A white smile also gives the appearance of youth and vitality.

DID
YOU
KNOW?

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

1262 Creighton Bluff Lane 
– This beautifully treed home 
site in Mandarin is perfect 
for your dream home. You 
select the trees to preserve 
on this St. Johns riverfront 
acreage. Choose the ones that 
will enhance your home’s 
plans. Older dock needs work. 
Adjoining property may be 
purchased separately, to create 
a total lot size over three acres. 
$1,400,000

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

2600 Riverport Drive South  
– Spacious custom home on 
the St. Johns River with wrap-
around covered porch, large 
pool, dock with boathouse and 
lift, and phenomenal views 
of the river! Property also 
features a handicap-accessible 
semi-detached two bedroom 
guest house and detached two 
bedroom cottage. This one is a 
must-see! $1,950,000

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

4802 Seaboard Ave  – Unique 
piece of property located on 
Fishing Creek with new two 
year old dock. Water has been 
dredged and leads to Ortega 
River and into St. Johns. Just 
10 minutes by boat to landing 
downtown. Approximately 
100’ on the water and 390’ 
deep. Currently a rental 
income property, including two 
waterfront income properties, 
but also has the opportunity for 
new development. $345,000

Carol Belcher 
RealtoR®

904-613-8309 
carollbelcher@att.net

Sandra Bryant 
RealtoR®

904-477-5976 
sjbryant@msn.com

REDUCED!
107 Cypress Landing – This 
three bedroom, three bath 
home is located in a small 
community that shares a 
community pool, tennis court 
and playground. Amenities of 
the home include a huge great 
room with expansive views of 
the river, formal dining room 
and a breakfast room. Screen-
enclosed porch, paver patio, 
large wood deck and dock with 
boathouse. $745,000

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net
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Weaver challenge 
grant to help preserve 
historic landmark

The North Florida Land Trust aims 
to preserve the 1898 Spanish American 
War Fort with the help of a $100,000 
challenge grant from Riverside resident 
and philanthropist Delores Barr Weaver. 
NFLT plans to use the money to pur-
chase the property from the current 
owner, who proposes to tear down the 
fort to build a house on the historic site. 

To receive the grant from the Delores 
Barr Weaver Fund, NFLT must raise 
$300,000 of the $400,000 needed to make 
the purchase. Weaver established this 
fund at The Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida in 2012 to provide grants 
to nonprofit organizations that benefit 
causes she has supported over many years.

“I am so pleased to help North Florida 
Land Trust purchase the Spanish American 

War Fort property next to Fort Caroline,” 
said Weaver in a statement. “With a 
tradition of protecting our unique North 
Florida natural environment, the North 
Florida Land Trust now has an added 
opportunity to safeguard an important part 
of our history, and I encourage everyone to 
join me in making sure this local treasure 
becomes part of our National Park system.” 

If NFLT fails to raise $400,000, the 
fort will remain with the current owner 
and most likely be destroyed, according 
to Jim McCarthy, executive director of 
the North Florida Land Trust. The fort 
is the last of four built on the bluffs of 
the St. Johns River during the Spanish 
American War. The preservation will 
make sure the only actual fort in Duval 
County remains intact.

Anyone interested in donating to pre-
serve the Spanish American War Fort 
may send their donation marked for 
the “Fort” to NFLT at 2038 Gilmore St., 
Jacksonville FL, 32204 or donate online 
at www.northfloridalandtrust.org. 

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Murray Hill resident and former City 
Council candidate Jason Tetlak wants to see 
his community grow into its own – artfully. 

While many new restaurants and busi-
nesses in a six-block stretch of Edgewood 
Avenue have opened in the past two years, 
revitalizing the life of the historic com-
munity, some of the buildings themselves 
could use a little make-up. 

As the 100th anniversary of Murray Hill’s 
incorporation occurs later this year, Tetlak is 
trying to further beautify the neighborhood 
with a mural project launched by the Murray 
Hill Preservation Association (MHPA).

“I have been working on this idea since 
I ran for City Council, and I’ve just gotten 
to a point now where enough ducks are in 
a row to launch it,” said Tetlak. “Hopefully 

Murray Hill is celebrated with this mural at 4777 Lenox Ave.

Murals to help revitalize 
historic community

Ruins of the 1898 Spanish American War Fort

it will grow. We already have plans to do a 
sculptural installation next if we get a good 
response from this phase of the project.” 

The preservation association selected 
four sites for the first round of murals and 
extended a call to artists. The businesses 
at each site will make a small donation to 
be matched by MHPA in order to offer a 
stipend to the selected artists. 

The first location is a 32- by 16-foot 
space on the side of Blue Moon Printing 
and the artists’ call deadline was April 1. 
The second will be the Murray Hill Theater 
with a deadline of April 8; the final two 
locations were not announced before the 
paper went to press.

Murals are not the first works of art to 
appear on buildings in Murray Hill. After 
RouxArt opened its studio on Edgewood 
Avenue in July 2014, whimsical mosaics be-
gan to appear in the community, the most 
recent installation on Community Loaves’ 
storefront, which followed the Tooth Fairies 
installation at All Smiles Dental. 

“We would love to turn Murray Hill 
into an art enclave,” said Tetlak. “My main 
inspiration for the project came from the 
Wynwood district in Miami, but the overall 
purpose is to draw more interest into our 
growing neighborhood. There are a lot of 
new businesses creeping in, but there are 
several vacant spaces we’d like to see filled.” 

Tetlak is looking for corporate sponsors 
to raise more funds to increase the $500 
stipend and draw in more experienced 
artists to participate. 

“We do have a few perks we are work-
ing on offering to corporate sponsors, one 
of which is participating in our unveiling 
ceremony, which we hope to have in co-
ordination with our 100th birthday party 
later this year,” said Tetlak.

Both corporate sponsors and interested 
artists can contact Tetlak at jason@tetlak.
com or visit www.murrayhilljax.com.

laney lea smith,
REALTOR

lic. real estate broker

904-674-1888
laney@cowfordrealty.com

Now  

serving 

Jacksonville’s 

Historic Districts

Open House: April 10th, 1-3pm

1686 Pershing Road
California Dreamin on Large Lot  
in Fishweir Park for Under 250KSupporting

Local charities!

The Jacksonville Humane society provides care, comfort 

and compassion to animals in need while engaging the 

hearts, hands and minds of the community to bring 

about an end to the killing of abandoned and orphaned 

shelter animals. The Humane Society needs any and all 

pet food, blankets, towels, and toys.

JACKSONVILLE HUMANE SOCIETY

Please
Bring your donations to
our office located at:
2258 Riverside Avenue
904-813-7132
Jamesandsnider.com
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

When the Jacksonville Energy Authority 
communicated its intention to rebuild and 
upgrade the JEA substation at the corner 
of Roosevelt Boulevard and Verona Ave-
nue, homeowners along Ortega Boulevard 
looked at the project as a gift horse.

Spearheading an effort among neighbors 
from Verona Avenue to Robert Gordon 
Road, Preston Haskell and Ann Hicks 
united with JEA to convert overhead pow-
er lines underground. 

“Ann has been talking about having 
this [conversion] done for years,” said 
Haskell. “We started discussing it about 
10 years ago, but it did not materialize 
until late last spring.”

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

The City of Jacksonville installed two 
bicycle racks last month in Memorial Park, 
thanks to a donation from The Florida 
Bicycle Association (FBA). The money was 
raised from sales of a calendar featuring local 
female athletes with their bicycles, a 2014 
fundraising project by Velocity Multi Sport 
Coach Jen Vogel, of Jacksonville Beach.

Known as the 2015 “Share the Road” 
calendar girls, Vogel and 11 other women 
created a fun way to highlight the female 
cyclists who train daily on Jacksonville roads.

“The calendar was tastefully done and 
incorporated bicycle safety education 
along with inspirational bios of the 
athletes/models,” said Becky Afonso, FBA 
executive director. “They may not be 
your ‘every day’ cyclist, but these are real 
women with real stories who really ride.”

When the FBA received the donation 
from Vogel at the beginning of 2015, 
Afonso made a promise to do something 
for cyclists in the Jacksonville area. “To 
finally see the donation being put to good 
use has been worth the effort,” said Afonso.

Bicycle racks were necessary to provide 
an alternative to locking bicycles to trees 

Homeowners kicked in, on a voluntary 
basis, to pay for some of the conversion 
expenses, according to Haskell, which 
include installing cables for Comcast, 
AT&T and JEA, and manhole conduits. 

Construction between 7 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. will occur within JEA’s property 
located at 4450 Verona Ave. and along 
Verona Avenue from Roosevelt Boulevard 
to Ortega Boulevard. 

Some clearing of trees and bushes will 
be required on the substation property pri-
or to starting the substation construction. 
JEA will then remove the old equipment 
and replace it with upgraded transformers 
and switchgear units, which will be situat-
ed inside the existing fence line.

JEA determined the existing electrical 
equipment for the Ortega substation was 
reaching the end of its service life, ac-
cording to the notification mailed to each 
property owner. The work will comply 
with current codes, industry standards 
and new technologies.

As part of this work, JEA will replace a 
portion of the existing electric transmis-

United ‘power’ 
play will improve 
neighborhood

sion lines that currently exit this facility 
on poles with new upgraded transmission 
lines that will be placed in underground 
conduits and vaults to be installed along 
Verona Avenue. The overhead electric 
distribution lines and other utilities will 
remain above ground.

This work will substantially improve the 
reliability of the electrical system in the area 
as well as reduce the chances of overload-
ing a circuit, which can lead to unplanned 
power outages. These new facilities will also 
protect against birds and squirrels, which 
are often the cause of many unplanned blips 
and power outages. JEA will not be doing 

any work at the individual electric meters 
that serve area homes.

The work began in early February and 
is expected to be complete in June.

Upon completion of the substation 
work, any existing pavement, grass, curb, 
gutter, driveways or sidewalks affected 
during construction will be returned to 
its pre-construction condition.

If you have any questions or concerns 
about this project, call JEA Project Out-
reach directly at (904) 665-7500 or email 
projectoutreach@jea.com. For more infor-
mation on this and other JEA construction 
projects, visit construction.jea.com.

Calendar girls raise funds for park bike racks

or to the aging infrastructure of the park.
“Sometimes bicyclists lock them to 

the balustrades, which is not such a 
hot idea, or the fence or wherever,” said 
Barbara “Bobby” Arnold, Memorial Park 
Association (MPA) secretary. 

Positioning of the racks was strategic, 
according to Arnold and Jane Blackstone, 
MPA landscape committee member. 
Rather than place them at the entrances 
of the park on Riverside Avenue, the racks 
are located on either side of the fountain 
area, but not too close to the location 

where wedding parties are photographed, 
said Arnold. “People want to be near the 
fountain area, but with so many formal 
things here, the racks needed to be away 
from there a little bit.”

Agnes Danciger, the Memorial Park 

Workers from the City of Jacksonville Public Works 
Department install the first of two bicycle racks in 
Memorial Park.

Bobby Arnold, Janet 
Blackstone, Becky 
Afonso, Jen Vogel

Association president, said, “We are so 
grateful for this generous donation! So 
many of our visitors ride their bikes to 
the park and will now have a place to 
secure them while they enjoy the park.”

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax

www.sjpcjax.org

Sunday WorShip Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Main Worship Center

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in the Main Worship Center

Join Us
On 

Sunday

Custom Jewelry
Jewelry repair
pearl restringing
appraisals

LARGE SELECTION
Finest Quality

www.hooshang-rugs.com

Professional Cleaning & Repair

★

Please come see why we are sought 
after globally and locally

Since 1977

Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugs

Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale

Hooshang Oriental Rug Gallery has provided 
sales and services for over 38 YEARS.

★

★ ★

3571 St JohnS ave. • (904) 384-7111
Monday-Thursday 10-5 • Friday 10-8

Persia • China • india • Pakistan • turkey • romania



14   |    RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS RESIDENTNEWS.net   |   APRIL 2016   

By Monica Gutos 
Resident Community News

The concrete steps in front of the 
Jacksonville Landing may not seem like 
a typical park location to most, but one 
local nonprofit thought otherwise. 

TransForm Jax, founded in 2011 to 
improve the vitality and quality of life 
in Jacksonville’s downtown and urban 
core neighborhoods, partnered with the 
Jacksonville Landing and Downtown 
Vision Inc. to bring a reoccurring “pop-
up” park to the First Wednesday Art Walk. 

Front Porch at Art Walk, which debuted 
March 2, transformed the Jacksonville 
Landing’s open space on Independent 
Drive into a park with 18 local artisans, a 
beer garden, games, three food trucks, two 
fire pits and a 9-foot-tall Adirondack chair. 

“We wanted to create an environment 
that replicated the experience of hanging 
out on the front porch of your house with 
good friends,” said TransForm Jax member 
Mike Field, of Fairfax Manor. “The goal is 
to see how people respond to these chang-
es, and then fine-tune them with the hopes 
of making them permanent.” Front Porch 
will continue as part of the monthly Art 
Walk, which runs from 5 to 9 p.m. 

Field was inspired by a popular new 
trend known as tactical urbanism, which 
utilizes temporary small-scale projects 
designed to test out a space’s potential at 
igniting vibrant street life.  

Jacksonville Landing officials join with 
Field in wanting to create a way to bridge 

the gap between Art Walk headquarters at 
Hemming Park and The Landing. Art Walk 
includes more than 55 venues within 15 
blocks and The Landing is a regular venue. 

“The Front Porch at Art Walk contrib-
utes to the First Wednesday Art Walk 
as another venue for patrons to explore 
while coming to Art Walk,” said Samantha 
Ashcraft, Jacksonville Landing director of 
marketing and events.

Innovative project temporarily 
transforms Jacksonville Landing 

Front Porch proved to be a success. 
“March’s Art Walk has always been a good 
month for visitor participation so it was 
great for The Landing to host the inaugural 
Front Porch,” said Hana Ashchi, Downtown 
Vision Inc. marketing and events coordina-
tor. Downtown Vision Inc. estimated 9,000 
people attended Art Walk that night.

Field said within five minutes of setting 
up the Front Porch outdoor seating at 
1 p.m., guests were flocking to the area. 
“To have that area already bustling with 
activity after just a few minutes, and hours 
before Art Walk even started, was valida-
tion that these concepts work,” he said.

“Vendors were buzzing with com-
merce,” said Field. “Every amenity we 
added to the space was well used and 
the feedback from Art Walk guests 
was overwhelmingly positive.”

Corey and Joy Crawford, owners of 
Mancanics and 5 Points Candle Co. were 
first-time vendors at Front Porch. “Both 
businesses were invited to the Front Porch 
kick-off, and we loved the environment, 
the people and the festivities,” said Corey 
Crawford. “It was a nice Point B to the Debbie Saldana carefully pulled a JENGA piece from 

the wavering tower as daughter Sofia looked on. 
The Ponte Vedra Beach residents spent the day cel-
ebrating Sofia’s 8th birthday downtown at Art Walk, 
accompanied by father Edmund and son Edmundo.

Hemming Park Point A.” Crawford hopes 
to be a longtime Front Porch vendor.

“That’s what Art Walk is all about … cre-
ating foot traffic for downtown businesses 
while celebrating and supporting the robust 
community of artists and artisans in the 
bold city we call Jacksonville,” said Field.

The members of TransForm Jax are ur-
ban planners by trade and education, and 
include Wiatt Bowers, Ennis Davis, Aaron 
Glick, Melissa Beaudry, Emily Suter, Paige 
Calvert and Field.

“We are primarily interested in projects 
that deal with economic opportunity, urban 
form, transportation, sustainability, etc. 
within neighborhoods like Durkeeville, 
LaVilla, Brooklyn, Oakland, Springfield, 
San Marco, St. Nicholas, Murray Hill, 
Riverside and Avondale,” said Field. 

TransForm Jax has involvement in 
projects such as the redesign of Laura Street 
downtown and San Marco Square, an 
investment plan for New Town, the future 
downtown parklet program, among others. 

Residents interested in visiting Front 
Porch at Art Walk can visit www.jackson-
villeartwalk.com for more information.

A view from the corner of Laura and Bay Streets provides a snapshot of the vendors lined up at the front 
entrance to the Jacksonville Landing, the area coined as the “Front Porch” at Art Walk.

Two services offered:
8am & 10:30am family service

(nursery provided)

Breakfast in between at 9:15am

st. catherine’s 
episcopal church

• •

• •

4758 Shelby Avenue
(between Blanding & Cassat)

Jacksonville, FL 32210 
(904) 387-2061
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1435 DANCY ST
3/2-1,308 sqft. Perfectly lovely Bungalow in Historic 
Avondale. This home was built in 2012 by ShayCore 
Construction; a builder of fine homes. Inviting front 
porch overlooking landscaped front yard. Open floor 
plan with high ceilings.

4252 LEXINGTON AVE
4/3-2,335 sqft. : Located in the Fishweir elementary 
school district, this sunny spacious home is ready for 
its new owners! Large master suite and 3 bedrooms. 
Perfect for entertaining with a eat-in kitchen off the 
family room.

1271 AVONDALE AVE
3/2/1-2,512 sqft. Welcome home to Avondale 
Avenue, one of the first streets in Avondale. 
Completely restored historic Avondale gem! This 
immaculate home has lovely spaces with formal 
living , dining rooms, and sun room.

ORTEGA FOREST DR LOT
This is the premier lot in Ortega Forest with 125’ 
on the water and a depth of 400 feet. Sunsets 
are amazing and the view is ever changing. This 
gorgeous property has been cleared and is ready for 
you to build the home of your dreams.

2842 SAINT JOHNS AVE
5/5/1-5,799 sqft. Stunning Mediterranean 
Revival home has been wonderfully restored, 
located in Avondale just few blocks to the trendy 
and vibrant King st,Five Points and Shoppes 
of Avondale.

3565 PINE ST
4/3-2,196 sqft. A historic buying opportunity in 
Historic Avondale! Priced below the ZESTIMATE! 
What a deal! Nicely updated home has a fantastic 
front porch, gleaming hardwood floors, bright 
kitchen, and light filled family room.

5061 PIRATES COVE RD
3/2/1-2,512 sqft. AWESOME opportunity to live on 
beautiful Pirates Cove. Incredible views of cove and 
St. Johns River. For the buyer seeking a home to 
make their own, here is your chance.. Home conveys 
‘’AS IS’’.

1836 INGLESIDE AVE
3/2/1-2,121 sqft. Beautifully renovated home in 
the very heart of Avondale. Top notch upgrades 
with wonderful historic details throughout. Rare 
downstairs master bedroom offers one story living 
with large walk-in closet.

3917 BUENA VISTA AVE
4/2-1,731 sqft. Wonderful bungalow full 
of charm and character in the heart of old 
Ortega. Nestled among beautiful oak trees and 
overlooking a park, this special home has only 
had two owners.

4331 COLONIAL AVE
2/2-1,308 sqft. Adorable bungalow on quiet street! 
Has an open floor plan with updated kitchen and 
bathrooms. There is a guest cottage in the back with 
a full bath that would make a great in-law suite or 
an office.

1596 LANCASTER ST 8B
3/3-2,365 sqft. If you would like to wake up every 
morning to a breathtaking view of the St. Johns 
River, then this is the place to call home! Beautiful, 
spacious 3/3 condo has a fantastic kitchen with 
breakfast area. Magnificent views!

3618 WALSH ST
3/1-1,274 sqft. Don’t miss this charming 1926 
Avondale bungalow with its welcoming front 
porch and ‘cozy cottage look’. The bungalow offers 
spacious rooms, original hardwood floors, a wood 
burning fireplace & separate Butlers Pantry.

2358 RIVERSIDE AVE 1204 - $1.65MM
4/4/1-3,725 sqft. One of a Kind Two Story Penthouse 
Condo in Riverside! This one of a kind two story 
condo is nearly 4,000 SF and has stunning views of 
the St. Johns river. Walls of Glass, wood floors, and 
open floor plan. 

3873 OAK ST - $324,500
3/1-1,423 sqft. Welcome home to historic Avondale! 
This updated bungalow puts you right in the heart 
of all the fun, but still gives you peaceful place to 
call home at the end of the day. Built in library and 
cozy fireplace.

2637 APACHE AVE - $325,000
2/2-1,350 sqft. Renovated 1940’s brick ranch and 
414 SF guest house on amazing lot in Old Ortega! 
No detail forgotten! Stunning kitchen renovation 
Dec. 2015 including white leathered marble 
countertops, custom white shaker 42’’ cabinets.

2853 CORINTHIAN 1
2/2-1,400 sqft. : If you’re looking to decrease your 
footprint but still be in the heart of it all - this is 
your chance! This lovely ground floor condo in 
the heart of Ortega lives like a townhouse! Neat 
as a pin!
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LISTED AND SOLD BY US

LISTED AND SOLD BY US
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LISTED AND SOLD BY US
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Two seemingly parallel applications for 
development in the predominantly resi-
dential historic district of Riverside and 
Avondale are, in reality, divergent.

While Riverside Avondale Preservation 
(RAP) strongly opposes the planned unit 
development for The Roost, a 150-seat, 
late-night bar and restaurant on Oak Street, 
it supported a rezoning request in order to 
bring the Pinegrove Market and Deli into 
conformance with Zoning Code.

The current zoning, RLD-60, is residential 
on Pinegrove Avenue, but the popular meat 
market and deli has been in continuous op-
eration prior to the 1969 Zoning Code and 
the 2008 Riverside Avondale Overlay. 

The application did initially meet some 
resistance from RAP and a few nearby 
property owners, but once the family made 
assurances the establishment would not 
grow in size, scale and intensity beyond 
a 60-seat restaurant, RAP put its support 
behind the ordinance.

Nader Bajalia, second oldest son of the 
family who owns the business, said the 
process took about 18 months, negotiat-
ing all the usual sticking points: parking, 
hours, noise and traffic. 

With City Council approval on March 8, 
2016, the Pinegrove Market and Deli can 
now operate from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., with 
patio seating up to 20, and on-premise 
sales and service of beer and wine. The ac-
tual operating hours are currently less than 
permitted, opening at 10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. The deli serves breakfast 

on Saturday only, opening at 8 a.m. and 
closing at 7 p.m. It is not open on Sunday.

Roots in the community

For over six decades, families in Riverside 
and Avondale, and from nearby Ortega and 
other neighborhoods, dined – at home – 
on quality meats and steaks hand-cut by 
butchers at the Pinegrove Market.

Nader’s father, Bader “Bud” Bajalia, 
71, bought the Pinegrove Meat Market in 
1968. For the next 30-plus years, Bud cut 
and sold some of the finest cuts of beef, 
lamb and pork to residents.

As the years passed, more households 
became two-income families, the trend 
toward dining out or taking out in-
creased, and the Pinegrove Market added 
“deli” to its name and service.

“In the old days, the ladies came here 
on the weekends and bought steaks to 
eat – they enjoyed cooking at home,” 
said Bud Bajalia. “Back then the wives 
stayed at home. Now nobody does that. 
Everyone is working now, so that’s what 
changed the business. The treat now is 
when they cook out at home.”

Bud Bajalia credits his four sons and 
daughter with the idea of a deli, which 
began around 2000.

“The boys started making salads 
because people were asking for it so we 
continued to increase until it was a full-
blown deli,” he said. “People like to come 
in the evening and get a bite to eat. We 
were closing too early in the afternoon, 
at 3 o’clock, so I suggested we stay open a 
little later and see how it works.”

The response was overwhelming, said 
Bud Bajalia, which led to the family’s ap-
plication for re-zoning to allow Pinegrove 
to operate as a restaurant.

Second generation carries on

The elder Bajalia, who is now retired, 
still comes in with his wife, Jeanette, to 
“help the boys out.” Three of his sons work 
at Pinegrove, while his oldest son and a 
daughter manage the Pinegrove Deli & 
Grill in the Times-Union building.

“I never thought I would be flipping 
hamburgers in my meat market,” said Bud 
Bajalia. “I’m a meat man, and I was proud 
of my profession. I did very well with it, 
and we’ll still in business because it’s the 
backbone of our deli. It gives people the 
idea you can get a good hamburger and a 
good steak; most places don’t have that.”

Jeanette still seasons the meat and oth-

er dishes, such as tabbouleh and Greek 
pasta, but the family knows she needs to 
pass her recipes along. “The boys have al-
ways depended on us to do these things,” 
said Bajalia. “They know how to run the 
business, cut the meat and sell it, but to 
do what she does, they can’t do it all.”

The Bajalias plan to video Jeanette while 
she explains how she prepares each dish, 
keeping her family cooking secrets for pos-
terity and for the delight of future customers.

Bud and Jeanette Bajalia will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary April 24. They were 
married on Easter in 1966, after a whirl-
wind courtship. “We met on Christmas Eve 
and were engaged on New Year’s Eve,” said 
Jeannette. Both she and her husband are 
from Jerusalem. Bud came to the United 
States as a young boy, then to Jacksonville 
in 1954, but Jeanette didn’t immigrate to 
America until the 1960s.

Bader “Bud” Bajalia and his wife, Jeanette

Family-owned market gets approval for modest expansion

Lunch SpeciaLS
 •  2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
 •   Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad 
& Beverage $5.99

 •  Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
alepiehouse.com

View Full Menu & Order Online nOw

• Mon & Tues Trivia Night 7pm

• Happy Hour 2–7pm Daily

(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

Gift Cards Available!

Catering Available

Celebrating Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Thank you to our neighborhood
friends for our success!

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10-11 & Sun. 11-9

proudly presents 

Boats at the 2016 Boat Show and Oyster Jam 
at Metropolitan Park - April 15, 16 and 17th.

4669 Roosevelt Blvd.
904.384.1383

SadlerPoint.com
Monday-Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Closed Sunday

We’re a certified 
Clean Marina and Boatyard, 
Longtime financial supporter 
of the St. Johns Riverkeeper 
& Member of the Jacksonville 
Marine Association

An attractively priced boat line for Northeast Florida and 
the river, intracoastal and near shore fishing, family cruising 

and overall performance on the water.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Taking a walk from Miss Belle’s Music 
& Movement class at the Willowbranch 
Library one block down Park Street to the 
Riverside Avondale Garden is more than 
just taking a few hundred steps. It’s planting 
seeds in several ways, and Florida House of 
Representative Jay Fant, an Avondale resi-
dent, was pleased to see the connection.

Rep. Fant was at the Willowbranch 
Library March 22 to take in the chang-
es since the library’s grand re-opening 
in November 2015 and also stopped to 
see the Riverside Avondale Community 
Garden, where the Friends of 
Willowbranch library will have a plot.

“Growing up here and going to the 
library from that [preschool] age up, it’s 
nice to see the continuity of the mission 
of the library to continue,” said Fant. 
“Even through all the years when there 
was questioning whether we really need-
ed brick and mortar libraries, what we 

Marshelle Berry, Roxanne Henkle, State 
Representative Jay Fant, Barbara Gubbin, Scott 
Adams, and Chris Boivin visited the Friends of 
the Willowbranch Library garden plot at the new 
Riverside Avondale Community Garden.

Willowbranch Library 
plants seeds in more 
ways than one

can certainly say now is the community 
would be vastly underserved if we did not 
have libraries for the community to come 
in, teach, learn and communicate.”

Fant arrived in time to participate in Miss 
Belle’s (Isabelle Pierre) Music & Movement 
class, sitting cross-legged on the floor 
among more than 30 toddlers and their 
mothers, fathers or grandparents.

After making brief remarks to the adult 
caregivers and library staff, Fant strolled 
down the block with Roxanne Henkle, presi-
dent of Friends of the Willowbranch Library, 
to see the organization’s future garden plot.

Henkle paced off the ADA-accessible 

plot, relating the volunteer efforts of the 
Friends of Willowbranch Library to create 
and maintain the garden plot, and speaking 
about the library’s potential for children’s 
programming at the community garden.

With Fant and Henkle were Barbara 
Gubbin, director of the Jacksonville 
Library; Chris Boivin, assistant director 
of community relations and marketing; 
Marshelle Berry, Webb Westconnett 
regional manager; and Scott Adams, 
Willowbranch Library manager.

Gubbin took the opportunity to make 
an appeal for state support from Fant for 
the library’s budget next fiscal year. She 
said $5.5 million was taken out of state 
aid for public libraries, decreasing the 
grant for the Jacksonville Public Library 
by almost $200,000.

“We hoped with all the work we did 
this year to get it [funding] back in, but 
it didn’t,” said Gubbin. “We’ll have to cut 
back on the budget for library materials. 
Locally, our budget is being cut pretty 
dramatically. Having less money from the 
state and the flexibility of those funds just 
makes a huge impact on us.” 

Gubbin told Fant, “We’re looking to 
your leadership to make a difference next 
year and put more state aid in.”

COLLECTION OF FINE HOMES

1333 Wolfe Street
1,847 Sq Ft / 2 Bdrms / 2 Baths

$295,000

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777
CeCe@

floridanetworkrealty.com

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

904.465.1706
elizabeth.osteen@ 
floridanetworkrealty.com 

1342 Wolfe Street
1,642 Sq Ft / 3 Bdrms / 1.5 Baths

$275,000

1836 ingleSide avenue
2,121 Sq Ft / 3 Bdrms / 2.5 Baths

$550,000

4341 foreSt park road
1,802 Sq Ft / 3 Bdrms / 2 Baths

$315,000

4568 ortega boulevard
5,947 Sq Ft / 5 Bdrms / 4.5 Baths

$1,250,000

4598 north ortega iSland
5,895 Sq Ft / 5 Bdrms / 4 Baths / 2 Half Baths

$1,395,000

4720 ortega foreSt drive
6,459 Sq Ft / 5 Bdrms / 5 Baths / 3 Half Baths

$1,725,000

4934 prinCe edWard road
4,109 Sq Ft / 4 Bdrms / 3 Baths / 2 Half Baths

$1,050,000

4529 Country Club
3,440 Sq Ft / 4 Bdrms / 3 Baths / 2 Half Baths

$750,000

ortega foreSt drive
Lot

$650,000

SOLD

4252 rapallo road
1,920 Sq Ft / 4 Bdrms / 3 Baths

$207,500

new price

STATeLY HOMe wiTH GUeST QUArTerS

5071 yaCht Club road
3,552 Sq Ft / 4 Bdrms / 4 Baths

$1,075,000

BOATer’S DreAM

LiSTeD/SOLD in 18 DAYS

4118 ortega foreSt drive
4,510 Sq Ft / 5 Bdrms / 5 Baths / 2 Half Baths

LiSTeD/UnDer cOnTrAcT in 8 DAYS

LiSTeD/SOLD in 35 DAYS

jUST LiSTeD

A member of the franchisee 
system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

James 1:17.  
“Every good  

and perfect gift  
is from above”

4824 apaChe avenue
3,122 Sq Ft / 4 Bdrms / 2.5 Baths

UnDer cOnTrAcT in 2 DAYS

jUST LiSTeD jUST LiSTeD jUST LiSTeD

DOwnTOwn viewnew price

Himalayan Salt Room! • 4236 St. Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32210 • 904.381.8686 • seventh-wonder.com
License No. MM 11850 • Booking and Gift Certificates Available Online

Join us Saturday April 9th  
from 5:00–8:00pm  

for our Grand Opening Ceremony!
$100 raffle gift certificate  

and more!
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By Monica Gutos 
Resident Community News

On April 30, when Murray Hill United 
Methodist Church members Larry and 
Jane Dixon retire from the Kester Kitchen 
Feeding Ministry, hundreds of homeless 
in the Murray Hill community may find it 
hard to locate their next free meal. 

After 16 years, the couple is retiring 
from their work serving Saturday lunch 
at the church and, as of now, no one has 
come forward to take over. “If anybody 
else wants to try and take over the kitch-
en, we’d be happy to show them what we 
do,” said Larry Dixon. 

The church expects to shut down its 
kitchen ministry if no one comes for-
ward. According to Dixon, a majority 
of the church’s members are elderly and 
cannot handle the commitment. 

The number of homeless the ministry 
serves depends on the time of month, 
with a higher turnout toward the end of 
the month, Dixon said. Each week the 
kitchen plans to feed 200 people and keep 
serving until the food is gone.

In addition to serving the homeless, 
church and community volunteers deliver 
food to between 30 and 40 elderly people 
in need every Saturday. 

“I really am praying that someone 
will step forward and continue it,” said 

Lead volunteers 
retiring after 16 years

Homeless feeding ministry in need of saving

Joe McVey, Murray Hill UMC member 
and long-time Kester Kitchen volunteer. 
McVey and his daughter, Cindy Pirner, 
often make peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches to go for the homeless. 

The feeding ministry is open to anyone 
who comes through the doors. Many are 
chronic homeless with no form of identifica-
tion, so the Kester Kitchen is the only soup 
kitchen that welcomes them, Dixon said.

“We interact with them and it’s not a 
sterile situation, it’s a family situation,” 
said Dixon. Like a family, the Dixons eat 
with those they serve.

Ortega resident and Kester Kitchen volun-
teer Laddy Monahan said the Dixons build 
relationships with the homeless. “They [the 
homeless] are not just a number to them.” 

With many repeat visitors, the Dixons 
have established relationships and wit-
nessed success stories of the homeless 
finding jobs and homes. “It makes me and 
Jane feel good that we are doing a little 

Larry and Jane Dixon

Dixon and volunteer Joe McVey

something to help somebody and give 
back,” said Dixon. “We’ve had people go 
on to do many great things.”

A few homeless help in the kitchen 
on a regular basis and some plan to help 
cook the last meal. 

Sixteen years ago, the ministry was 
formed out of church member Joe 
Rauch’s passion for helping the homeless. 
Rauch started by playing checkers with 
homeless people he met along Edgewood 
Avenue and later invited Dixon to join 
him. Rauch and Dixon eventually began 
bringing them food. 

Originally called the Murray Hill Soup 
Kitchen, the ministry was renamed to 
honor Norma Kester, a church mem-
ber who helped organize the ministry 
shortly before passing away. No stranger 
to adversity, the Kester Kitchen location 
bounced back and fourth between the 
church parking lot and funeral home 
parking lot across the street until it finally 
relocated to the church fellowship hall.

For the Kester Kitchen to stay alive, it 
needs new blood. Anyone interested in 
taking over may contact the Murray Hill 
UMC office at (904) 387-4406.

RIVERSIDE AVONDALE
TOUR OF HOMES

12 Historic Locations

April 16th & 17th2623 Herschel Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32204

904-389-2449 Tickets available at RAPHOMETOUR.com

42ND 
ANNUAL

We are looking for 10 participants who are 
looking to get on track to make their body 
and life transformation happen now. 

Beat the rush and join us for our Warrior 
8 Week Transformation Challenge. When 
you’re 100% ready to make this change 
in your life, end all of the frustration and 
get the results you deserve, go to tfwjax.
com, click on ‘8 Week Transformation’ 
and include the code ‘SMTFW’ in the Full 
Name section. 

•  ATTENTION RIVERSIDE /AVONDALE  •
8 WEEK TRANSFORMATION

Transformation starts April 25th. Don’t wait, sign up today!!!
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

What began as friendly online ribbing 
between Wayne Wood and Steve 
Williams, friends for 20 years, ended with 
a duel in Hemming Park on Feb. 25. 

“Steve is such a cool guy that a website 
was started called ‘I Hate Steve Williams,’ 
just because he is so much cooler than 
the rest of us,” said Wood, president of 
the board of Friends of Hemming Park 
(FOHP). “I posted a comment, which 
escalated to a series of faux insults that 
led him challenging me to a duel.”

After weeks of piquing interest through 
social media about the impending duel, 

Hemming Park
duel helps local
food pantry

Wood and Williams agreed on a benign 
choice of weaponry: croquet mallets.

“We spent weeks planning what would 
be the proper way of executing this, study-
ing up on Rules of Duels,” Wood said, who 
made the croquet wickets by hand, and 
came dressed in 1920s croquet attire. 

Williams, CEO of Harbinger Signs 

and owner of Florida Mining Gallery, 
and Wood held the friendly duel to raise 
money for local nonprofits, each choosing 
a favorite. Wood choose Feeding Northeast 
Florida (FNEFL) as his beneficiary while 
Williams supported Cathedral Arts Project. 

“We had a large crowd of almost 200 
people to witness the duel at Hemming 
Park’s weekly Thursday night beer 
garden,” said Wood. “We both tried to 
attract supporters and decided to pass 
the hat for charity.” Together, they raised 
$336, and as leader in fundraising as 
well as winner of the duel, Wood’s chari-
ty received the money. 

Wood stated it was important the duel, 
and the March 15 check presentation, 
be done in Hemming Park because part 
of FHOP’s charge, in partnership with 
FNEFL, is to deal with people who are 
homeless, jobless and in need. 

“It’s great to have Feeding Northeast 
Florida as part of our programs here, and 
especially during an event where we have 

people here,” said Vince Cavin, Hemming 
Park’s executive director. “I think Wayne 
and Steve did a great job showcasing how 
fun it could be and also raising money for 
a good cause.”

While the amount raised may seem 
small, it will feed more than 2,000 people.

“We can feed over 2,300 people with 
this, so this will go a long way,” said Luke 
Layow, president and CEO, FNEFL. “Nearly 
300,000 people here are food insecure, and 
one in four are children. The hunger issue 
has a ripple effect, and impacts education, 
crime and unemployment, even the envi-
ronment. We thank you for choosing our 
charity and for winning.”

Wood threw down another gauntlet 
saying he hoped the event will spur other 
groups to do the same. 

“We don’t condone violence at Feeding 
Northeast Florida, so we’re glad this ended 
in a charitable match of croquet. Perhaps 
we need to organize a match between us 
and Cathedral Arts Project,” said Layow. 

Friends of Hemming Park’s Vince Cavin and Wayne 
Wood present Luke Layow, of Feeding Northeast 
Florida, with a check for $336.

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Ninety years ago, on Easter Sunday, 
somewhere around 400 people – including 
some of the wealthiest and most promi-
nent citizens in Jacksonville – attended the 
first worship service in the new Riverside 
Baptist Church sanctuary.

This year, a week after Easter, the 90th 
anniversary celebration of that event will 
most likely be done with fewer people, but 
perhaps with no less joy.

On April 3, at 11 a.m., members, 
friends, and guests of the historic con-
gregation will come together in worship, 
then celebrate afterwards with a tradi-
tional covered-dish dinner.

The church, which is considered by 
some fans of architect Addison Mizner to 
be his best work, was put on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1972. Just as 
Mizner drew on Romanesque, Byzantine 
and Spanish religious architecture for 
the design of the building, the crew who 

Historic church celebrates its sanctuary
constructed the church was eclectic as 
well. Robert James Webb, Jr. came from 
Sarasota, where he was decorating the 
Ringling Mansion and Museum, to 
oversee the project, and with him came 
elderly men, mostly German and Italian 
artisans, to craft the elaborate interior.

One of many distinctive features inside 
the church is the handmade European 
turquoise tiles, which line the baptistry 
(the baptism immersion pool) and face 
the steps up to the altar. Unfortunately 
for some wedding parties, the blue may 
clash with the bride’s color theme. “We’ve 
had some brides cut squares from manila 
folders to tape over the blue tiles,” said Lisa 
Cusimano, parish administrator.

The Catholic aura of the interior fools 
some visitors. Cusimano related the story 
of an unsuspecting visitor who inquired 
about prayer candles. “When I told her 
this was a Baptist church, she fled as fast as 
she could for St. Paul’s [Catholic Church] 
across the street,” said Cusimano.

In 1926 during that first Easter service, 

The sanctuary at Riverside Baptist 
Church on Park and King Streets

the pastor of Riverside Baptist Church 
was Dr. Lee McBride White. He served 
the congregation during the building of 
the sanctuary, and in June 1928, wrote 
a thank-you note to Mizner. “You will 
never create other designs of architecture 

that will enrich the life as much as the 
architectural designs in this church,” said 
Dr. White in his letter. “You have struck 
the spiritual note here, and the spiritual is 
the final note of life. Our people and I are 
grateful to you beyond words.”

Spring 
Mulch 

Specials!

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525  • www.janieboyd.com
Buy With Confidence. List with Success.

3867 Arden St
Avondale Estate/double lot

$1,145,000
1980 Greenwood Ave

Avondale Riverfront w/pool

$2,600,000

Charlie Boyd, Carolyn Tatum, Cheryl Laucks, 
Jamie Spicer, Judy Davis, Randy Baker, 

Janie Boyd, Moody Baker, Linda Strickland, 
Betty Thomas, Trey Martin

4414 McGirts Blvd
Ortega River w/pool

$1,295,000

4521 Sussex Ave #5
Pirates Bay Waterfront townhouse

$223,500
4537 Ortega Farms Circle

Riverfront/1+ acre

$469,900
4646 Homestead Rd

Ortega Forest/Westfield

$218,000

On The RAP Tour April 16/17th! On The RAP Tour April 16/17th!
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Leadership and advocates for downtown 
development were on hand to celebrate the 
inaugural DTJax Gala: Urban Oasis, on 
behalf of Downtown Vision, Inc.  (DVI). 
The evening’s festivities were highlighted by 
creative costumes, a mascot meet and greet 
with the Jacksonville Suns’ “Southpaw,” as 
well as a visit from naturalists from The 
Museum of Science and History (MOSH).

The event welcomed guests, sponsors, 
and award winners to the ninth floor of 
100 N. Laura Street to recognize out-

Inaugural gala benefits 
amenities, public parklets
New structures to 
enhance downtown

standing contributions to the continued 
effort of rebuilding downtown. 

Awards were presented to Lydia Colbert, 
Ambassador of the Year; Alex Coley of 
NAI Hallmark Partners, Downtowner of 
the Year; Allison and Pete Behringer of 
Sweet Pete’s Candy, Downtown Business of 
the Year; and the Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
for the creation of the Jessie Ball duPont 
Center, Downtown Achievement Award.

The monies raised at this year’s inaugural 
event will go toward matching a grant that 
was recently awarded by the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI) to DVI. The match will help 
fund the hiring of a consultant to oversee a 
parklet program in downtown Jacksonville.

The program goal is to create semi-per-

Lee Ann and Peter Rummell with DVI CEO Jake Gordon, City Council 
President Greg Anderson and Beville Anderson

manent structures built over parallel park-
ing spaces to extend and enhance sidewalks 
to attract customers, foster community 
conversation and provide a public place to 
gather. The program is a shared effort and 
will be supervised by DVI, ULI and the 
Downtown Investment Authority (DIA) 

to ensure proper existing city regulations 
and departments are involved. As rollout 
occurs, a program and manual will serve as 
a road map with policies, procedures and 
design guidelines for sponsors to create 
parklets in Downtown Jacksonville.

Jim and Pilar Dixon with Tim Conlan and Terri Steuben Hana Aschi, Kristin Ruffell, Cari Sánchez-Potter, Kat Hardwick, Laura Phillips Edgecombe and Bryant Hardwick

FREE
LAWN  

SERVICE
12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

$50 OFF
BEd Bug  
SERVICE
Call for Details

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

$100 OFF
“NEW” TERmIdoR® TERmITE

Elimination & Protection 
100% GUARANTEED

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

$50 OFF
“NEW” ANNuAL SERVICE (APC)

Pest Elimination & Protection  
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

FREE
TERmITE & BEd Bug 

EVALuATIoN & INSPECTIoN
For your Home & Office

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

$25 OFF
RodENT PRoTECTIoN & PRoofINg

Protect your home & family 
Rodents can carry over 35 diseases

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/16.

(904) 389-3323 (dEAd)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

It’s that time of year . . . 
Termite Swarm Seaon 

is HERE!!!

www.3squarestogo.com

Home style meals for your family, friends, and co-workers.

BREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER

3945 St. Johns Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32205

904-379-0020
www.3squarestogo.com

CATERING

• F
amily picnics • Dinners • Reunions •

And More!• Office luncheons • Bridal showers •
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1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com

      facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

4151 Timuquana Road 
1,650 sq. ft., 3BR/2BA remodeled Venetia home. 

Neutral pallet,  wood look tile floors in main rooms 
plus new tile in family room. Kitchen totally redone 

and bathrooms both updated. $200,000

2970 St Johns 3C
Beautiful 3BR/2BA in the Beau Rivage. 

The amenities are numerous, riverfront pool, 
fitness room, full time staff with 24 hour 
manned concierge. 1,822 sq. ft. $249,900

1285 Mayfair Road
This beautiful brick home lies on a nice quiet street in St. 

Nicholas, and features a full mother-in-law apartment. 
5BR/2BA, 2 kitchens, 2 living rooms, 2 dining rooms, sun 

room, office, breakfast nook. 2,971 sq. ft.  $219,000

1074 Cherry Street 
Beautiful 3BR/1BA craftsman bungalow in the heart of 

Riverside.  A short walk to King Street restaurants, 
shops and night life. Hardwood floors, remodeled 

bathroom, new roof,  1,214 sq ft.  $229,000

2877 Sydney Street
3BR/1.5BA Craftsman style, open & renovated kitchen 

with solid wood cabinetry and granite countertops, 
renovated bath well as a relaxing porch overlooking 

Willowbranch park.  1,381 sq. ft.  $229,000

1846 Mallory #5
This charming 2BR/2BA condo on the St. Johns River 

at the end of Mallory Street, River Ridge 
Condominium is a 14 unit all-brick enclave in a lovely, 

private setting. 990 sq. ft. $149,500

2884 Olga Place
Spacious 2BR/1BA bungalow in great walkable area 

near Willowbranch Park, King St. and Avondale 
shops. Inside utility room. Fenced yard completes the 

package.  $164,900

6848 La Loma Drive
4BR/2BA Traditional 2 story home in the San Jose 
area. Close to downtown, schools, the San Marco 
Area, and the many area Restaurants / Shopping.  

2,543 sq. ft. $309,000

2533 River Road
Spacious 5BR/3.5BA 1930’s brick two story. 

Updated kitchen with marble countertops, high end 
appliances. Living room with fireplace, formal dining 

room, and sunroom.  3,186 sq. ft.  $985,000

REDUCED

3333 Randall Street 
3BR/2BA Remodeled Avondale home has open 

floor plan, fireplace in living room, updated kitchen 
with solid surface counter tops, stainless appliances, 

updated bathrooms. 1,664 sq ft.  $259,900

If  you’re looking for a career at one of  the fastest growing 
Real Estate companies in Northeast Florida, give us a call!

AvonDAlE SAn MARCo GEM

REDUCED
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A grand opening was held March 4 for 
Northeast Florida AHEC (Area Health 
Education Centers), which formerly 
occupied less than 2,000 square feet on 
Myra Street in Riverside.

After looking at 31 properties, AHEC 
chose to lease 3,800 square feet of space 
at 2223 Oak Street, former site for law of-
fices. The Jax Chamber attended the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, as did landlords 
Charles Johnston and Arthur Hernandez, 
both attorneys.

“They are a great tenant, they have a great 
program, and they all seem so dedicated 
to what they are doing,” said Johnston.

Nationally, AHEC recruits, trains and 
retains a health professions workforce 
committed to underserved populations. 
The Northeast Florida AHEC office offers 
programs for seniors, corporate wellness, 
rural health, chronic disease and diabetes 
self-management, and tobacco cessation. 

“We serve seven counties here, and are 
privileged and honored to do so,” said 
Clarissa Ortiz, executive director, who also 
that day celebrated her fourth anniversary 
with Northeast Florida AHEC.

Ortega Forest resident Vince 
McCormack celebrates two anniversaries 
this year in his workplace. The president 
and co-owner of Perdue Office Interiors, 
located downtown on Forsyth Street, 
began his career at Perdue 30 years ago, 
working within nearly every aspect of the 
100-year-old company. 

In 2001 McCormack was named 
president, then purchased the compa-
ny in 2007 with an investment partner. 
Celebrating its centennial anniversary 
this year, Perdue has created effective and 
productive workplaces for many local 
businesses, companies and colleges.

McCormack is a Trustee with the 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce and 

Nonprofit moves 
into former law 
office on Oak

Front: Julie Seals, Corporate Wellness; Vicki Evans, Tobacco Program Manager; Jacque Moreno, Tobacco Cessation Specialist; Clarissa Ortiz, Executive Director; 
Dr. Mary K. Robinson, M.D. Board president; Dr. Barbara Richardson, UF Program Office; Kelsey Lopez deVictoria, Tobacco Intake Specialist; Trish Lind, Tobacco 
Cessation Manager; Crystal Larimore, Administrative Assistant. Back left: Charles Johnston, Arthur Hernandez; back right: Tonia Harris, Associate Director; Cynthia 
Freeman UF Program Office.

Vince McCormack

Ortega Forest resident-
owned business 
celebrates 100 years

serves on the Advisory Council for JAXUSA 
Partnership. He is also on the Executive 
Committee of the Gator Bowl Association, 
and several nonprofit boards including Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida.

Offer expires 4/30/16.
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Riverside 
Avondale 
Preservation 
(RAP) has se-
lected Adrienne 
Burke as its 
new Executive 
Director, re-
placing Carmen 
Godwin who 
previously 
held the position for eight years. 
Godwin has taken a role as 
Program Manager for the Florida 
Association of Museums (FAM). 
Burke is currently Director of 
Community Development for the 
City of Fernandina Beach.

In her role with Fernandina 
Beach, Burke has led historic pres-
ervation actions including efforts 
to be awarded the notable Main 
Street designation by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, 
development of a master plan for 
the historic Bosque Bello Cemetery, 
and attainment of historic designa-
tion for Peck High School. Burke 
has an advanced degree in Historic 
Preservation and a law degree from 
the University of Florida.

RAP’s mission is to enhance and 
preserve the architecture, history, 
culture and economic vibrancy of 
the Riverside Avondale historic 
neighborhood of Jacksonville. 

A national search was conducted 
to identify candidates. “A careful 
review of many able applicants was 
conducted; Burke’s credentials and 
references made her an early leader 
in the process,” said Keith Holt, 
Chair of the RAP Board. “After sev-
eral discussions, Adrienne became 
the search committee’s unanimous 
choice. RAP could not have identi-
fied a better candidate.”

CSX Corporation president Clarence W. Gooden hosted 
officers of Jacksonville University’s Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity at 
his executive office to review the fraternity’s outstanding results 
in campus, philanthropy, fundraising, and athletic activities 
for the past year. Gooden is Honorary Alumnus Advisor for 
the chapter. The chapter plans to send 35 men to the Pi Kappa 
Alpha International Convention in New Orleans this summer.

BREW Five Points’ Calli Marie Webb and Jack Twachtman are 
launching a locally-produced coffee table cookbook featuring reci-
pes inspired by the local craft beer and espresso bar on Park Street.

Former collegiate tennis champion 
Deborah Herring Grissett of Ortega 
Forest has been inducted into the Greater 
Chattanooga Sports Hall of Fame. The 50th 
annual induction ceremony took place at the 
Chattanooga Convention Center March 14.

Introduced to the sport at age 6, Herring 
played for Notre Dame High School, 
Baylor School and the College of William 
& Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. She 
was nationally ranked in the United States 
Tennis Association (UTSA) in her youth 
and held the top ranking in Tennessee in 
singles and doubles for five years.

In high school, Grissett won the 
Chattanooga City Closed championships 
in all divisions as well as the women’s 
open. As a teenager she was on the 
Tennessee Junior Wightman Cup team 
and was the first Tennessee player to win 
the high school state championship as a 
freshman.  She was also named a three-
time All-City, All-Region and All-State 
player as well as a Prince high school All-
American. In August 1985, she appeared 
in Sports Illustrated’s “Faces in the Crowd.”

RAP hires new 
executive director

Adrienne Burke

Carmen Godwin

BREW 5 Points inspires cookbook The cookbook, “Calli Marie BAKES,” will offer a glimpse into 
Webb’s creative process, showcasing seasonal recipes for treats such 
as Matcha Pistachio Bark, Mixed Berry Pavlova, Vanilla Cherry 
Scone and Spent Grain Toffee Nut Cookies. 

Webb, classically trained at The Art Institute of Jacksonville, 
currently serves as the food program manager at BREW Five 
Points. She has assembled an all-local team to produce the cook-
book, which will also be printed locally. Twachtman, owner of the 
restaurant, will serve as writer and editor of BAKES.

Cari Sánchez-Potter, publisher of “Cooking with Intuition” will 
act as project manager for BAKES. Chandler Williams will be 
photographer, Alexa Hughes will assist with public relations, social 
media and strategy, Austin Ellis will serve as art director, assisting 
on photoshoots and the designing of the cookbook, and Shannon 
Rose Greene will produce a series of films about the behind the 
scenes production of BAKES released throughout the year.

To raise costs for the project, Webb and Twachtman launched 
a Kickstarter campaign, and raised $5,000 from an event at 
Intuition Ale Works. With funding, the cookbook is set to release 
in November 2016.

 Recruited by many nationally ranked 
Division I women’s tennis programs, 
Grissett received a full ride to William 
& Mary, where her team was ranked 
14th of the top 25 Division I colleges. 
Competing in the NCAA Championships 
all four years, Grissett was team captain 
and also a four-time All-Colonial Athletic 
Association selection. Her college career 
singles record was 62-28 and she still 
holds the freshman doubles record with a 
winning percentage of 84.6.

After graduation, Grissett played 
professional tennis and worked for the 
USTA Sports Science division in Miami. 
Later she attended the University of 
Florida where she earned a Master’s 
degree in exercise physiology. She taught 
and coached tennis in various programs 
before eventually moving into a career in 
bio-pharmaceutical sales.

Deb Grissett pictured with husband David Grissett 
and son Wallace Grissett

Local woman 
elected into Greater 
Chattanooga Sports 
Hall of Fame 

CSX executive reviews fraternity’s activities

Andrea Foschi, John Layton,  Alumni Scholarship Advisor, Erik Fournier, 
Clarence Gooden, Luke Myhree, PKA president, and Jackson Busbee

Austin Ellis, Alexa Hughes, Jack Twachtman, Chandler Williams, Calli Marie 
Webb and Cari Sanchez-Potter

INFORMATION • ADVOCACY • SUPPORT

We open the world of communication
to people with hearing loss.

Join us on the 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 PM
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care

807 Children’s Way, Jacksonville, 32207

www.hla-jax.org
www.facebook.com/HLAAJacksonvilleChapter
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Ex-military officer brings 
leadership skills to St. 
Vincent’s Clay County

Paul Soud, a 
2009 graduate 
of The Bolles 
School, has joined 
Traditions Realty. 
He comes to the 
real estate busi-
ness after working 
for two years as 
a history and 
Spanish teacher. 

 A huge fan of the Jacksonville Jaguars 
and the Jacksonville Armada FC, Soud 
earned his Bachelor of Arts from Davidson 
College in 2013. He currently lives in the 
historic Riverside/Avondale district.

Community Nutcracker, Inc. presented $55,000 to nine local charities at Dreams 
Come True of Jacksonville on March 16. In addition to the featured charity, 
Dreams Come True of Jacksonville, which received $30,000, checks were presented 
to Community Health Outreach; Community Hospice PedsCare; Designs from 
the HeART; Healing Every Autistic Life (HEAL); Jacksonville Speech & Hearing; 
Learn to Read; Sanctuary on 8th Street; and WeCare Jacksonville. 

The donations are funded by the proceeds from the 24th annual production 
of The Nutcracker Ballet, sponsored by Community First Credit Union, which 
took place in December 2015 at the Florida Theatre. With these donations, the 
combined total donated since its premiere in 1992 is over $500,000.

Hobnob, the latest of 200 Riverside’s 
culinary offerings, will offer globally-in-
spired entrees by Executive Chef Roger 
Regulacion, a native of Hawaii. He joins 
owners Ellen and Alan Cottrill, General 
Manager Ted Hayes and Beverage 
Manager Marlon Hall on the team.

The 165-seat restaurant will serve lunch 
and dinner weekdays, brunch and dinner 
on the weekends. Two large installations 
of original artwork serve as centerpiece in 
the dining room. A hand-blown 100 piece 

Adam 
Edgecombe, of 
Ortega, has joined 
Jimerson & Cobb, 
P.A., as a new 
associate attorney, 
to its business liti-
gation practice. 

Prior to joining 
the Riverside-
based firm, Edgecombe worked for a 
nationwide insurance defense firm, 
and earlier worked for a civil litiga-
tion firm in Jacksonville, specializing 
in commercial and probate litigation. 
He holds a juris doctor degree from 
Florida Coastal School of Law, and both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 
University of Florida. Edgecombe is a 
graduate of The Bolles School.

Former teacher joins 
local real estate agency

Local litigation firm 
brings on local lawyer

Adam Edgecombe

Paul Soud

Andrea Siracusa, Dreams Come True of Jacksonville; Bernice Mauras, Community Health Outreach; Leslie 
Weed, HEAL Foundation; Michael Howland, Jacksonville Speech & Hearing; Terry Eason, Community 
Hospice PedsCare; Michelle Tipton, Designs from the HeART; Dr. George Trotter, WeCare Jacksonville

Community Nutcracker presents 
$55,000 to nine local charities

James Machado

A former Air Force Officer in the 
healthcare field has been named presi-
dent of one of St. Vincent’s HealthCare’s 
three medical centers. James P. 
Machado, FACHE, begins his duties on 
April 4 at St. Vincent’s Medical Center 
Clay County, which opened in 2013.

Machado received his bachelor’s 
degree from Westfield State College and 
his MBA from Western New England 
College, both in Massachusetts. He 
spent 10 years in the United States Air 
Force and, after his military service, held 
various positions for Community Health 
Systems, Inc. including chief financial 
officer, chief operating officer and most 
recently chief executive officer.

“St. Vincent’s is such an impressive 
organization, and there is so much 
positive momentum at St. Vincent’s Clay 
County,” said Machado. “I can’t wait put 
down some roots and get to work.”

St. Vincent’s HealthCare is a ministry 
of Ascension, the nation’s largest Catholic 
and nonprofit healthcare system.

Hobnob owners Ellen and Alan Cottrill

New Brooklyn restaurant 
showcases Hawaiian 
chef, local art

glass chandelier, created by Jacksonville 
University assistant professor of glass Brian 
Frus, hangs over a cozy booth. Another 
glass creation is a five-panel mural created 
by Philadelphia artist Carol Sortiz Shelkin.

For more information visit HOBNOB 
withUs.com or call (904) 513-4272.

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417
www.joywalkerrealtor.com
joy.walker@BHHSFNR.com
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

A member of the 
franchisee system 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

1880 Edgewood Avenue

Spectacular 1924 Historic 
Avondale Home with 

New Look  
aNd New Price:
Stately 6 bedrooms and 

5½ bath home located on 
a one of Avondale’s most 

sought after streets leading 
to the St. Johns river. The 

fabulous main house, and 
one-of-a-kind detached 

2 story guest house, have 
been meticulously updated 

and restored by present 
owners. Walk/bike to 

the neighborhood shops, 
restaurants, and parks. 
Please contact me for 

a showing.

$1,175,000

SAVE M   NEY!
greenthink

CFCO 25597

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMING CONTRACTOR 904-384-5661

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

$25 OFF Clip this coupon and 
schedule your appointment. 

Saving money has never been 
this easy! Call us today. 

Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc. 
904-384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. 
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expiries 4-30-16.

Get $25 OFF your service 
call any weekday in April.
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Super Bowl 50 winner and now retired 
NFL quarterback Peyton Manning fi nished 
off  the 2015-16 Florida Forum season at the 
Times-Union Center on March 2. 

Coming on the heels of his recent 
Super Bowl victory, Manning teased 
the crowd about his big announcement, 
one that had yet to be made in sporting 
circles. Th e talented and legendary 
quarterback found time for some comic 
relief about his Papa John’s franchise 
operations and Nationwide insurance 

campaigns, all while remaining true to 
his commitment to children’s health. Th e 
humanitarian is already known for the 
Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital in 
the city he called home for 14 seasons in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Th e high profi le speaker series, hosted 
by the Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital for more than two 
decades, continues to enthrall those in 
attendance. Th e annual installments bring 
world-class speakers to Jacksonville and 

raise community awareness and funds for 
the children’s hospital. Th is season’s forum 
raised more than $410,000.  

All proceeds go toward Th e Women’s 
Board’s $5 million pledge to the Surgery 
Center of Distinction, which fund select 
areas and programs to enhance the only 
in-patient, pediatric hospital in the region. 
Th e Women’s Board has contributed more 
than $26 million to the hospital to date.

Th e annual Heart and Stroke Ball raised $450,000 for the American Heart Association 
on March 12 at the Sawgrass Marriott. Th is year’s “White Out” theme brought 300 
elegant attendees together to raise awareness and funds for heart disease and stroke, the 
nation’s number 1 and 5 killers. Th e gala featured a cocktail hour, dinner, dancing, and 
silent and live auctions.  
Th e event was chaired by Memorial Hospital President and CEO James O’ Loughlin. 
Th e evening honored First Coast American Heart Association Board of Directors Chair 
Doug Baer, CEO and president of Brooks Rehabilitation, and his wife Laura, a longtime, 
active volunteer with the Heart Association.

Th e Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra 
was proud to host Russkaya Noch (Russian 
Night), a gala concert celebrating its 
orchestra at the Times-Union Center Feb. 
27. Th e concert featured world-renowned 
violinist Joshua Bell, who performed Russian 
composer Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto. 

Aft er the performance, approximately 
300 attendees enjoyed an evening of 

cocktails and dinner along the St. Johns 
River. Guests dined on crispy duck leg 
and red wine braised boneless beef short 
rib catered by Th e Chef ’s Garden. For 
dessert, guests indulged in vanilla bean 
chiff on cake with vanilla bean buttercream 
concocted by Calli Marie Webb, food 
program manager at BREW Five Points.

Florida Forum features Peyton Manning

Mary Virginia Terry with Clancy Houston, Mary Love McArthur, Monte Merritt and Mary Love Strum

Frances and Dearing Thoburn Gretchen Mitchell and Jim RootJudy and Bill D’Antignac

Kaye Glover, Wes Marsh and Kay Nichols

Symphony concert gala a night to remember

Bill Schmidt, John Hurtubise, Ric Goodman and Mary Dudley Schmidt Frank Denton, Elizabeth Colledge and Randolph Johnson

Jennifer and Natalie Watson with Elaine and David Strickland, Annie McAfee

Gala guests have heart for heart disease 

Madeline Rolfsen with Alana Sawyer and Kelly Goddard Andy Le with Ashley and Debbie Plotts

David and Marion Anderson with Tom and Renee TombCathy Maddux with Scott Wooten

Christina and 
Vasant Jayasankar

Ryan Ali and Ben Crumley

We Are Local. We Are Global.
4031 Timuquana Rd.
$1,795,000

1445 Seminole Rd.
$1,124,900

4631 Martingale Rd.
$195,000

6343 Ortega Farms
$350,000

1643 Mayview Rd. 
$355,000

Elizabeth 
Baldwin

904-608-9156

Flo  
Bliss

904-463-1692

Felicia  
Bowen

904-673-9857

Greg  
Bowen

904-673-2929

Bonnie  
Brady

904-477-4266

Terri  
Cornell

904-613-6162

Lorri 
Reynolds

Broker

Belinda 
Felscher

904-699-9299

Vicki  
Flannery

904-334-2008

Reggie 
Fountain

904-635-3347

Heather  
Gill

904-993-1624

Corinne  
Grant

904-334-8135

Russell  
Grooms

904-631-3411

Kelli  
Hanson  

904-421-3550

Christy  
Hilpert

904-252-9615

Susan  
Hopkins

904-477-2076

Todd  
Jarvis

904-993-4884

Maxine  
Kelley

904-923-3136

Toni  
King

904-421-3568

Kim  
Kowal

904-598-4365

Katie  
Maranto

904-655-1520

Hugh  
Mattox

904-535-7941

Tammy 
McKinley

904-421-3577

Marco  
Monteiro

904-887-2787

Bahman  
Nakhai

904-463-6600

Debbie  
Sapp

904-662-9030

Margie  
Scarborough

904-910-1624

Paula  
Sheldrick

904-421-3570 

Jon  
Singleton

904-226-3480

Julie
Dokken

904-486-8942

Keith  
Waldrip

904-434-7117

Kellyann  
Wulbern

904-238-9040
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Super Bowl 50 winner and now retired 
NFL quarterback Peyton Manning fi nished 
off  the 2015-16 Florida Forum season at the 
Times-Union Center on March 2. 

Coming on the heels of his recent 
Super Bowl victory, Manning teased 
the crowd about his big announcement, 
one that had yet to be made in sporting 
circles. Th e talented and legendary 
quarterback found time for some comic 
relief about his Papa John’s franchise 
operations and Nationwide insurance 

campaigns, all while remaining true to 
his commitment to children’s health. Th e 
humanitarian is already known for the 
Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital in 
the city he called home for 14 seasons in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Th e high profi le speaker series, hosted 
by the Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital for more than two 
decades, continues to enthrall those in 
attendance. Th e annual installments bring 
world-class speakers to Jacksonville and 

raise community awareness and funds for 
the children’s hospital. Th is season’s forum 
raised more than $410,000.  

All proceeds go toward Th e Women’s 
Board’s $5 million pledge to the Surgery 
Center of Distinction, which fund select 
areas and programs to enhance the only 
in-patient, pediatric hospital in the region. 
Th e Women’s Board has contributed more 
than $26 million to the hospital to date.

Th e annual Heart and Stroke Ball raised $450,000 for the American Heart Association 
on March 12 at the Sawgrass Marriott. Th is year’s “White Out” theme brought 300 
elegant attendees together to raise awareness and funds for heart disease and stroke, the 
nation’s number 1 and 5 killers. Th e gala featured a cocktail hour, dinner, dancing, and 
silent and live auctions.  
Th e event was chaired by Memorial Hospital President and CEO James O’ Loughlin. 
Th e evening honored First Coast American Heart Association Board of Directors Chair 
Doug Baer, CEO and president of Brooks Rehabilitation, and his wife Laura, a longtime, 
active volunteer with the Heart Association.

Th e Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra 
was proud to host Russkaya Noch (Russian 
Night), a gala concert celebrating its 
orchestra at the Times-Union Center Feb. 
27. Th e concert featured world-renowned 
violinist Joshua Bell, who performed Russian 
composer Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto. 

Aft er the performance, approximately 
300 attendees enjoyed an evening of 

cocktails and dinner along the St. Johns 
River. Guests dined on crispy duck leg 
and red wine braised boneless beef short 
rib catered by Th e Chef ’s Garden. For 
dessert, guests indulged in vanilla bean 
chiff on cake with vanilla bean buttercream 
concocted by Calli Marie Webb, food 
program manager at BREW Five Points.
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Symphony concert gala a night to remember

Bill Schmidt, John Hurtubise, Ric Goodman and Mary Dudley Schmidt Frank Denton, Elizabeth Colledge and Randolph Johnson
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Service. Experience. Results.

The Law
Firm of
Pajcic &
Pajcic and
Michael Pajcic
made donations in honor of a longtime
Jacksonville educator who taught
law courses and coached the mock
trial team at Fletcher High School.
Edward Lange was once honored as
"Teacher of the Year" by the Justices
of the Florida Supreme Court. Lange
passed away last summer just days
after retiring. Michael presented 
Edward’s son, Brad Lange, $5,000 for
the Florida Law Related Education
Association and $5,000 for Communities
in Schools-Jacksonville in memory of
this remarkable leader in our community. 

Pajcic & Pajcic was a main sponsor 
of the Junior Achievement luncheon
this year. Steve Pajcic had the 
privilege of introducing Edward 
Waters College President Nat Glover,
who was honored as the 2016 
Baker Award Recipient. The award
celebrates the accomplishments of
those who have shown outstanding
leadership in our community. 
Junior Achievement brings 
workforce preparation,
entrepreneurship 
programs and 
financial 
literacy 
to young 
people in our
community.

We are proud of our super sleuth
paralegal Melanie Homer whose 
specialty is products liability. 
She shared her expertise earlier 
this year speaking in Nashville 
to a national group of products 
liability paralegals on the subject 
of researching motor vehicle 
defects. Melanie is on her 
second stint with the law firm 
and has been here more than 
30 years in total.

The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes
great pride in being able to give back 
to our community.  The success Pajcic 
and Pajcic has had in the courtroom not 

only benefits our seriously injured 
clients, but other deserving members 
of our community that the law firm 

cares so much about. 

RANKED

FIRMS
LAW
TOP
2016

TTT
FFF

Pajcic & Pajcic has eleven AV rated “preeminent” attorneys and is one of the 
few firms on Martindale-Hubbell’s list of Top Ranked Law Firms in the 

Southeastern United States to receive the perfect 5.0 rating in client satisfaction.
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Project SOS (Strengthening Our Society) 
held its annual FUN-Raiser at the Marriott 
Sawgrass Convention Center March 5. Over 
300 guests attended and helped Project SOS 
raise money to impact the lives of 10,000 
local teenagers on the First Coast in their 
middle schools and high schools. 

The 23-year-old nonprofit is developing 
a series of videos to electronically teach 
teens life skills. “We want to get them right 
where they live – on their smartphone,” 

Project SOS calls 
Grand Anchor gala 
a royal success

said Dr. Pam Mullarkey Robbins, founder 
and CEO. “They can access these critical 
life skills anywhere, anytime and share 
with their friends.”

Senator Aaron Bean was the auctioneer 
for the event and entertained everyone 
while raising money and bestowing four 
trips and a designer puppy from Pet World 
to the highest bidders. Edi Wolgemuth, 
Beaches Chapel School Administrator, 
spoke about the pressures teens today face.

“The evening was a huge success. 
“Everyone went home with a smile on their 
face wanting to return next year,” said Sue 
Stepp, Grand Anchor Gala Chairperson. 

For more information contact www.
projectsos.com or call the office at 
 (904) 296-9950.

Donors for the new Envision: On-Line Learning for teens include Jimmy Stockton, Dr. Richard Stewart, 
Donna Griffin, Pam and Bruce Robbins, Ruth Conley and her daughter Debbie Bower, and Patricia and 
Frank Japour from the LaRose Foundation.

St. Vincent’s HealthCare, a ministry of 
Ascension, the nation’s largest Catholic and 
non-profit healthcare system, provided 
thousands of free healthcare services to 
more than 200 local people in need at its in-
augural Medical Mission at Home March 5. 

The event, held at the downtown cam-
pus of Florida State College-Jacksonville, 
included basic medical care and testing, 
behavioral health consultations, skin 
cancer, vision and hearing screenings, 
wellness and financial information, social 
services and spiritual care.

“Everyone here was so friendly and so 
caring. It was a beautiful experience,” said 
one patient. “I hope more people were 

St. Vincent’s provides free 
healthcare at inaugural event

able to hear about this, because I experi-
enced an absolute miracle.” 

St. Vincent’s and its partners also de-
veloped referral plans to help participants 
receive the care they need beyond the 
event, which the nonprofit hopes to make 
an annual outreach. 

“We are committed to meeting people 
where they are and helping them get the 
healthcare they need,” said Tracie Loftis, 
Chief Mission Integration Officer at St. 
Vincent’s HealthCare. “Our hope is that 
the Medical Mission at Home was just 
the beginning of what will be a lifelong 
relationship between us and those we 
were able to help.”

Erin McLees, Physician Liaison at St. Vincent’s 
Southside, assisted Antonio throughout the day 
as he received medical assistance for a variety of 
ailments including a severe sinus infection, hearing 
impairment and a need for vision care.

St. Vincent’s Volunteer, Dacia, was ‘living the 
mission’ by providing a foot washing to Kenneth 
Sharrow, Sr., just prior to an exam by podiatry 
specialists on hand for the day.

Shoppes of Avondale | 3639 St. Johns Avenue | blendindooroutdoor.com  f

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 
ENTERED THE FRONT PORCH 
MAKEOVER CONTEST!

We are excited to pick a winner; 
stay tuned to see the winning porch
announced in The Resident’s May issue.

I. REISS
Wire Collection

1 3 0 1  R i v e r p l a c e  B l v d . ,  S u i t e  2 5 5 2
( 9 0 4 )  3 4 6 - 0 6 4 1  –  w w w . H a r b y J e w e l e r s . c o m

J a c k s o n v i l l e ’s  D i a m o n d  S o u r c e  f o r  F o u r  G e n e r a t i o n s

4454 Ortega Forest Drive
This spectacular Mediterranean contemporary 
home is a Landmark on Ortega Forest Dr. The 

entrance features a 1 bedroom 1 bath carriage 
house over the two car carport which provides 
an additional 720sf for guests. This Riverfront 

home is a boater’s delight with oversized dock, 
2 slips and approximately 97' of water frontage. 
The homes open floor plan highlights the lush 
landscaping and beautiful views of the Ortega 

River. Other features include deep artesian 
well and pump for sprinkler system, elevator 

to expansive owner’s suite with gas fireplace to 
name a few. This is truly a one-of a kind.

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670, POnte Vedra BeaCh, Fl 32082
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Selling the Best of the First Coast Lifestyle

LanDmark On Ortega FOrest Drive
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The 5th annual Freedom Gala: Mukti, 
Rethreaded’s fundraiser, drew more than 
300 leaders from the Jacksonville com-
munity on Feb. 13 to enjoy an evening of 
shopping at Rethreaded’s Pop-Up Store and 
Silent Auction, dining, and dancing, while 
raising money to support Rethreaded’s 
mission and vision.

This year the event was held at the newly 
renovated Jessie Ball duPont Center with a 
program that included a survivor’s person-
al testimony and poetry readings by First 
Lady Molly and Mayor Lenny Curry, and 
former Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback 
David Garrard and his wife, Mary. 

The Bengali word mukti (mook-ti) means 
freedom, which is what Rethreaded strives 
towards in its mission to change the lives 
of local women affected by the sex trade.  

Annual Freedom Gala helps women gain better lives

Wayne Weaver, Melanie Lawson, Tarik Minor, Delores Barr Weaver Ansley and Jim Busch

Michelle Stafford, Jamie Rosseland, Marilyn Dill, Anne Steel, Harrison Porter Mary Beth Lanigan, Haley Lanigan, Mindy Barker, Moppy McGhee, Dan Miller

(Photos by Hannah Joy Photography)

1938 Hamilton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32210-2046

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com

Norville Realty is pleased to announce 
Winfield Duss & Linda Shepherd   
as Sales Leaders of the Month!

AVONDALE • $525,000
AAA location one block from the St. Johns River, short
walk to the Shoppes of Avondale! 3BR/3BA 2,374SF

LAURA MCLAUGHLIN • 294-4751

Laura 
McLaughlin

Lee NorvilleWinfield Duss Linda 
Shepherd

David 
Taylor

Deborah 
Travis

Randy & 
Brenda Brown

Bart Colbert Dixie 
Hardman

Cathleen
Lee

Toy Scott Lisa Anthony
Tucker

TIMUQUANA VILLAGE • $109,000
Beautiful, updated 3BR/2BA 1,194SF condo w/ electric 
fireplace, built-in bookcases, enclosed sunroom and 

more! DAVID TAYLOR • 424-3946

OLD ORANGE PARK • $410,000
Inspired by the cover of Southern Living magazine!  

Gorgeous custom 4BR/4BA w/3,381SF,  built in 2003. 
LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

Linda Shepherd
REALTOR®

904-955-0442

New LISTING
ORTEGA FOREST • $318,000

Room to roam in this 6BR/3.5BA, 2,865SF on .35 acre
lot!  walk to John Stockton elementary School!

LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

New pRICe

ORTEGA FOREST • $425,000
Spacious, lovely brick ranch with 4BR/3.5BA, 3,055SF

on a 1/3 acre lot.  walk to Stockton elementary!
LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

New LISTING

Winfield Duss
REALTOR®

904-710-7948

OLD ORTEGA • $329,000
Charming brick home built by Kenyon in 1943, high 

and dry lot, 3+BR/4BA and beautiful hardwood floors!
LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

New pRICe
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community news

Celebrating their ancestry and a legacy 
of manners and courtliness, the Southern 
Belles were presented at the 47th annual 
Confederate Ball at the Florida Yacht 
Club on March 5. 

Attired in flowing white ball gowns, six 
young women walked through crossed 
Confederate swords on the arm of their fa-
ther or uncle. Many admiring attendees wore 
period costumes especially for the occasion. 

The pageantry included pages and 
demoiselles (all aspiring to be Southern 
Gentlemen escorts or belles when they 
are old enough), the presentation of the 
U.S. flag and flags of the Southern states 
and the presentation of past belles. The 
2016 Belles, Lauren Bostwick, Barbara 
Crutchfield, Peyton Crutchfield, Olivia 
Morales, Ashley Paul and Katelyn 
Simmons, waltzed with their escorts, then 
participated in a rousing Virginia Reel.   

Michael Fisher, a founder of the Museum 
of Southern History, and his wife, Linda 
Fisher, are long-time members of the 
Children of the Confederacy, and have 
many ties through their ancestry to the ball. 

“This is not a political thing, but part of 
our family legacy,” said Linda Fisher. “We 
have a deep affection for our heritage. My 
dad was Leonard Lee, I’m Linda Lee, our 
daughter is Laura Lee and granddaughter 
Charity Lee. Supposedly we are related to 
Robert E. Lee but then I guess everyone 
in the South thinks that.”

The Fishers’ daughter, Laura Lee Corbett 
(Southern Belle 1990), and son-in-law 
Leon Corbett enjoyed seeing their son, 
Arran, as a page and their niece, Charity 
Lee Fisher, as a demoiselle. Laura Lee re-
marked that being a belle was a wonderful 
experience. “I was a page for several years 
– we didn’t have demoiselles back then. I 
couldn’t wait to be a belle – being present-
ed with Daddy, it was so much fun. We 
had a party and served sassafras tea.” 

Proceeds from the ball benefit the 
Museum of Southern History in Fairfax. 
Ben Willingham, president of the museum, 
stressed the museum is about historical ac-
curacy and is an educational facility, which 
offers tours for school and senior groups. 
There are artifacts, maps, displays and 
research materials available. Visit museu-
mofsouthernhistory.com for information.

47th Annual 
Confederate Ball 
celebrates family 
and history

Confederate Belles Ashley Paul, Peyton Crutchfield, Barbara Crutchfield, 
Lauren Bostwick, Olivia Morales, Katelyn Simmons

Bill Tomlinson, Lucretia and Lynn Norman, Marty Clark, Mary Virginia Terry,  
(standing) Michael May, Mary Love Strum, Will Tomlinson, Joe Clark, Ball chairman

1534 Oak Street Suite 201, 
Jacksonville, Fl 32204

www.verbjax.com

904.677.4125
Mon-Thur: 5am till 9:30pm

Fri: 5am till 7:30pm
Sat: 6am till 6pm
Sun: 8am till 6pm

SPECIALS 
& EVENTS

F IT N E SS 
T I P

HOw TO FINd 
THE rIgHT gym

In many cases, April is when 
people actually join a gym. One 
main factor, no more jackets and 
long sleeves to hide. It’s time to 
find your right gym.

Here’s my top 4 reasons to 
find your perfect gym.
1. Commute and Parking. If it 

takes more than 15-30 minutes 
from your home or work and 
it’s a nightmare to find parking, 
don’t bother to sign up.

2. Timing is everything! Ask 
about prime time hours, if they 
tell you, “it’s always crowded 
and you may need to wait 
after minutes for a machine”, 
this is not your gym.

3. Check out the culture. If 
the environment is “too 
intimidating” or the gym is not 
clean and the equipment of old, 
this shouldn’t be your gym.

4. For those reasons, welcome to 
Verb Jax. 

INdIVIduAL 
mEmbErSHIP  
$89/mONTH

includes 
unlimited classes:

Spin

yoga

Pilates *new

body Pump *new

Flexx It

Tired of 
Spending too 
Much Money

for Lawncare that 
just doesn’t cut it?

Call Now for 
a FREE Quote!

904.729.6040
www.jaxgc-lawncare.com

Whatever Your Needs...
We are here to help 
keep your grounds 

under control!

Elizabeth’s 
Cleaning Service

If you are tired of the average 
cleanings, call Elizabeth and you will 
enjoy the brightness of your home!

R E S I D E N T I A L  A N D  C O M M E R C I A L

EACH CLEANING IS CUSTOMIZED TO MEET 
YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS, BUT INCLUDE:

4 Vacuuming of carpets 4 Clean and disinfect
4 Hand Mopping Floors       laundry room
4 Dusting 4 Wipe baseboards, 
4 Cleaning of mirrors       corners and windows
     and glass 4 Etc! We do it all 

Call NOW for a free estimate and appointment
904-200-5055 • 904-240-1852

Elizabeth’s
Cleaning Service

JAX CFO
On-Demand CFO &
Financial Services

Financial Leadership
at a Fraction of the Cost

• Long Term Partnerships
• Interim Arrangements

• Training Seminars
• Special Projects

(904) 728-0633
www.jaxcfo.com

mycfo@jaxcfo.com
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Tony and Laurie Jarvis turned over their 
Riverside restaurant, The Cool Moose 
Café, on March 5 for the 2nd Annual 
Claws for a Cause Lobster Bake to benefit 
the Memorial Park Association. 

Members and supporters of MPA, 55 in 
all, had their choice of lobster, chicken or 
eggplant parmesan, dining in the inti-
mate setting of the popular Park Street 
restaurant. Proceeds from ticket sales and 
a silent auction were $1,000 to benefit the 
preservation of Memorial Park. 

 “We are so grateful to the Cool Moose 
Cafe for hosting the 2nd Annual Claws for a 
Cause Lobster Bake,” said Agnes Danciger, 
president, Memorial Park Association. “Not 
only was it a wonderful event, it helped raise 
awareness in the community of our mission, 
which is to enhance, promote and preserve 
Memorial Park as the premier historic park 
in the City of Jacksonville.”

Silent auction items were donated by 
Byoung Lee (Personal Trainer), Stella and 
Dot, Intuition Ale Works, Paperwhite 
Salon, Beer 30, Taylor Lane Studio, Front 
Porch Pickings, Pure Barre Riverside/San 
Marco and Kram Kran Photo.

Mark Krancer, a Riverside resident 
and owner of Kram Kran Photo, will 
display a selection of his images at the 
Cool Moose Café, May 15 – June 15. Ten 
percent of the sales will be donated to 
Memorial Park Association.

Cool Moose, local businesses 
support Memorial Park restoration

Laurie Jarvis, of the Cool Moose Café, with Robin 
Patton, Memorial Park Association board member

Joie and Lenka Davis, Daphne Hayes, Cynthia Dangerfield

Dot, Percy and Paula Rosenbloom

Toasting the Tributaries was the 
theme for the second Sips for Service 
event, held March 9 at M Shack in 
5 Points. A portion of the evening’s 
proceeds were donated to the St. Johns 
RIVERKEEPER, chosen by mixologist 
Ryan Rosenberry of Grape & Grain 
Exchange. M Shack’s monthly Sips 
for Service concludes at the end of 
the year with a showdown. Proceeds 
from each event go to the bartender’s 
charity of choice.

M Shack, Sips for Service

Jeff Stone with Lisa Hollis

Bryan Arnold with Erica Law

Classic Cape CodSelling

Lion’s
theShare

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

The Legends of Real Estate
8777 San Jose Blvd., #903
(904) 708.3173

 

Dee Benson
RealtoR®

deebenson214@gmail.com

Spacious 4BR/2BA with crown 
molding, gleaming hardwood 
floors, thick paneling, built in 
cabinetry and book shelves too 
expensive to duplicate in newer 
homes. Freshly painted exterior 
with new roof, among other 
updates. Did we mention the 
glass family room overlooking 
the expansive back yard? You 
don’t want to miss this one.
Offered at $409,000

• Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www. ballroomblissdance.com

$59 Introductory 
Dance Package
3 Private Lessons, 1 Group Class & 1 Party

Mention this ad and receive $10 off

BuildersWS

904.388.2883 • wsbuildersjacksonville.com

call speir or Heather bryant.

Come see  
our Daddy  

at the

craftsman 
showcase House

located at

867 arden street
on the

raP spring Tour 
of  Homes.
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The Independent Living Resource 
Center combined art and awareness at the 
Riverside Arts Market on March 12 with 
its third annual Abilities in Art project 
to help raise awareness of persons with 
disabilities living in the community.

“We had over 100 people participate 
and $100 in donations,” said Tyler Morris, 
ILRC director of marketing and develop-
ment. “Most importantly, we had several 
people sign up to volunteer with our 
agency in the future.”

Wheelchair users and able-bodied 
individuals using assistive devices rolled 
across a blank canvas. The wheels were 
covered in paint and, depending on the 
tread and the user’s skill at maneuver-
ing the wheelchair, each canvas became 
a unique work of art. Completed art 
pieces will be available for purchase at 
the ILRC’s annual Mystery Trip Suitcase 
Party on April 16 at Malone Air Charter. 

Jacksonville’s leading cross-disability 
based organization has provided person-
alized services to people with disabilities 
since 1978. Last year, with support from 
the Mystery Trip Suitcase party, ILRC was 
able to help 1,600 residents with disabilities 
reach their independence goals. For tickets, 
go to www.mysterytripsuitcaseparty.com.

Wheelchair art for 
sale at suitcase party

Sharon Hoffmeyer, a member of the Mayor’s 
Disability Council, and Tyler Morris, ILRC director 
of marketing and development

David Benfield pops a wheelie for the Independent 
Living Resource Center benefit at Riverside Arts 
Market March 12.

Keegan Anfuso focuses on maneuvering a 
paint-covered wheelchair at a benefit for the 
Independent Living Resource Center at Riverside 
Arts Market March 12.

John Mannheimer, volunteer for ILRC, and Teri Duke

Connie Hodges of Avondale and 
Padma Rajan of Ortega received a 
special shout-out from Chelsea Clinton 
when they attended a private campaign 
event for Chelsea’s mother, Hillary 
Clinton, at All Saints Episcopal Early 
Learning and Community Care Center 
in San Marco March 10.

Clinton, stumping for her mother while 
pregnant with her second child, visited 60 
children and at least 100 parents during 
the private campaign event, which was 
organized by Hillary Clinton Campaign 
regional head Lisa King of Riverside.

Clinton thanked Hodges, retired CEO 
for the United Way, and Rajan, head of 
programming for the Early Learning 

Coalition of Duval County, for recom-
mending the venue. 

All Saints was selected because it is one 
of the best early learning centers in the 
area, and early childhood education is 
near to Hillary Clinton’s heart, said King.

“This center is the only one of its kind 
in Jacksonville,” said Rajan, referring to 
All Saint’s partnering of its preschool 
with special needs adults.

Hodges agreed. “This is one of the 
most racially, socially and economically 
balanced early learning centers in the 
country,” she said. “It has a five-star 
rating, and we wanted Chelsea to see the 
best in Jacksonville.”

Connie Hodges, retired CEO of the United Way, Marian Wilcher, Executive Director of All Saints Early 
Learning and Community Care Center, Chelsea Clinton and Padma Rajan, director of programs at the 
Early Learning Coalition of Duval County.

Chelsea Clinton thanks residents 
at private campaign event

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

3620 St. Johns Ave.
904.388.5688

www.SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items, 
made with Organic Ingredients!

Bloom Roll - Deep 
fried roll with eel, 
avocado, cream 
cheese, asparagus 
and flying fish eggs 
topped with spicy 
mayo, eel sauce and 
micro greens

Great Beer, Wine 
and Sake Selection

Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

Imagine a time in Ortega without 
U.S.17/ Roosevelt Boulevard or when 
traffic consisted of a trolley running 
across the Grand Avenue Bridge.  

Ruth Page Moore Berry remembers it 
well. Growing up in Ball Cottage on un-
paved Baltic Street with neighbors Honesta 
and James Willis of Sunshine House right 
next door, Berry had plenty of freedom in 
the 1930s to roam the paths of what is now 
Ortega Forest and pursue a favorite activity 
– digging for Dangerous Dan’s treasure on 
the banks of McGirts Creek. 

“A lot of people left in the summer, so 
Honesta and James and I spent a lot of 
time together. Every once in a while some 

boys would bring home a dead rattle-
snake, but we never felt any danger,” said 
Berry. “We played bound ball, jacks, hide 
and seek, hopscotch. I rode my bicycle all 
over. We told ghost stories on the Willis‘s 
front porch. Then I was afraid to go home 
– all of 100 feet.” 

The friendships forged on these 
childhood excursions lasted a lifetime; 
Honesta was in Ruth‘s wedding to James 
Joseph Berry at age 23, and Ruth attended 
James Willis’s funeral last year. 

“From the day I was born at St. Vincent’s 
until the day I married, I lived in that 
house,” she said about Ball Cottage. “It 
was sort of in the boondocks in those 
days. We had water from an artesian well, 
which was at Cortez Park where the trolley 
turned around until Bus Number 30 took 
over. That sulphur water was hard as 
brick bats, but we thought we were being 
gypped when the city water came in.”

In addition to well water, Berry said 
there was no air conditioning back then. 
“We just opened the windows and the 
doors. In the winter we used the fireplace 
and an oil heater. Dad said it was colder in 
Florida than it was in New Hampshire.” 

Berry’s parents, Stanley and Mary 
Moore, traveled from New Hampshire to 
Jacksonville in 1925 with three children 
(and young Ruth on the way) in their 
custom-made green Franklin automobile. 
Berry said, “It was the last Franklin in 
Jacksonville. It had a fan-cooled engine, 
the windows clipped in or out, but Dad 
couldn’t get parts for it so he sold it and 
bought a Ford sedan. I learned to drive at 

age 15 and drove all around Ortega even 
though I didn’t have a license. The roads 
weren’t very wide, most of them were not 
paved. I finally got my license in 1945 
while I was in nursing training.” 

Mary Violet Page Moore home 
schooled young Ruth, who learned to 
read at age five from the McGuffey’s 
Reader. “Most ladies just didn’t work 
outside of the home. If they had an 
education, they were educated home-
makers. It was unusual for the time but 
mother had a liberal arts degree from 
Boston University,” said Berry. “I had an 
aunt who was a doctor. Dad graduated 
from MIT. That’s how we got down here; 
he was working on the development of 
Venetia and Ortega Terrace and worked 
on the first Vilano Bridge.” 

Berry attended Ortega Elementary 
School from first grade until age 12, 
then went to St. Paul’s Catholic School in 
Riverside. “I was kind of an oddity be-
cause I knew a lot about mythology and 
those little Irish sisters didn’t know what 
to make of that. I could never make any 
sense of algebra and still can’t,” she said. 

It was at St. Paul’s that she met her hus-
band to be, James “Jimmy” Berry. “I asked 

Continued on page 35 >>>

Moore family home, Ball Cottage, on Baltic Street

Ruth Page Moore, age 4
Ruth Moore 

with father 
Stanley 

Moore, June 
21, 1948

Ruth Page Moore

Ruth Page Moore

808 Margaret St. • Jacksonville, Florida 32204
(904) 683-9288 • www.nauglefuneral.com

“a celebration of a life well lived”
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him to a Sadie Hawkins dance in eighth 
grade. He seemed nice enough and, after 
all, we only had nine boys to choose from!”   

After graduation from St. Paul’s, she 
worked for the Navy as “the worst clerk 
typist ever” making $36 a week. “I hated 
office work and only lasted three months. 
While my sister Althea and I were visiting 
someone at St. Vincent’s one of the sisters 
went by, we called them ‘Sails’ because 
of those huge head pieces they wore, 
and Althea suggested I train as a nurse. I 
actually didn’t care one thing about being 
a nurse, I just fell into it accidentally,” said 
Berry. “Because Althea suggested it, I ap-
plied to St. Vincent’s Daughters of Charity 
nursing school and graduated in 1946.” 

“Jim got in a year at University of 
Florida before the Army, then he was 
pulled out of the line of soldiers going to 
Dunkirk and sent back to school. His IQ 
tipped the scales,” she said. 

Her husband was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant in the Air Force, and they 
married June 21, 1948 at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church. After a stint at McDill Air Force 
Base in Tampa, Jim resigned his commission 
and joined the Army Corps of Engineers. 

“His parents weren’t well, so we moved 
to San Marco to be closer to them. We 
came back to Jacksonville with our first 
baby, Molly, in a brand new four-door 
Plymouth sedan,” recalled Berry. “We paid 
$1,906 cash for it.” 

Ruth and Jim had five children: Molly, Jim, 
Tom, Steve and, at age 42, Brian, her “bonus 
baby.” The couple was married for 54 years 
before Jim passed away in December 2002.

 “The only secret to a long marriage is 
just do what you have to do and know the 
kids are going to be awful,” she remarked 
in her wry manner. “Looking back, it 
wasn’t fair to anyone – I was working 
nights at the Baptist ER, and they were aw-
fully young. But, I loved working ER, and 
I’d had all the children I could manage.” 

Her children never let her forget the 
night she spent with Elvis Presley in the 
1950s in the emergency room at Baptist 
Hospital. “They were so insulted that I 
didn’t bring home a towel or wash cloth 
or something that he had touched. I 
wasn’t impressed, but the kids had a fit 
at the breakfast table when I told them 
about hiding Elvis from the paparazzi,” 
she said. “We didn’t admit him, he just 
slept there, and I looked in on him during 
the night. It was the highlight of my 
emergency room career, and I didn’t even 
realize it at the time.” 

Ruth Berry’s adventures did not stop 
with meeting the “King.” From her first 
airplane flight in 1945 in a DC-3 to see 
her sister in Pittsburgh, Berry has traveled 
the world from Ortega and San Marco to 

Mount Everest, British Columbia, Nepal, 
New Deli and Sri Lanka. 

Berry has sailed the St. Johns, the Nile 
and the Rhine. She has eaten pineapples 
at a parade with 200 elephants in Para 
Hera, about which she said “It was fun for 
us, but I’m not sure how it was for the ele-
phants.” She has attended the Bolshoi and 
the Kirov in Russia, explored Africa for 
three months and visited the Taj Mahal. 
She has traversed the U.S., including 
Alaska and Hawaii. 

A conversation with her is filled with 
colorful stories and descriptions – details 
which carry the listener into the moment. 
Berry related how terrified she was on 
her first international flight. “My travel-
ing companion and I split a beer to calm 
me down and keep me from running up 
and down the aisle in a panic,” she said. 
“Traveling is the most freeing thing I’ve 
ever done in my life – all the boundaries 
and limitations were in my head.”  

Berry said she regrets not finishing 

college and wishes that she had done more. 
She also observed the biggest changes in 
her lifetime have been trying to deal with 
technology. “But have I changed with it? 
No!” said the woman who has gone from 
reading a McGuffey Reader to using Kindle 
– her one concession to a hi-tech world. 

About her last birthday on June 20, 2015, 
Berry’s eyes crinkled when she said, “It was 
surprising! How did I get to be 90 years old?” 

Berry has seen Elvis in his jammies and 
shaken Gorbachev’s hand; visited five out 
of seven continents; raised five children, 
embraced seven grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren, yet denies she has 
done anything extraordinary. 

Her niece, Edith Pillsbury, said, “She 
may not think she is extraordinary, but 
she is definitely a remarkable woman 
– one of the brightest people I’ve ever 
met and one of the funniest. She is the 
lynchpin for our far-flung family. Look up 
‘love’ in the dictionary and you’ll find a 
picture of Aunt Ruth.”Ruth Moore, nursing school student

The Berry family at Brian’s wedding: Jim, Ruth, niece Edith Pillsbury, Tom, Molly; back: Steve, Brian, Jim



What Aging Should Be...
In a culture that views aging as a time of decline, Aging True 
Community Senior Services guides older individuals to help make 
their elder years an enriching and graceful culmination of life. We 
provide seniors with the care and assistance they need to live 
independently. Join us in celebrating and supporting the gift of aging. 
Aging gracefully and with dignity is what every person deserves.

904.807.1203  
or  

info@AgingTrue.org
www.AgingTrue.org

FACEBook.Com/AgingtruE

@AgingtruE

FRENCH CUISINE RAW BAR CHARCUTERIE CRAFT COCKTAILS

3630 PARK STREET  |  HISTORIC AVONDALE  |  RESTAURANTORSAY.COM  |  904.381.0909

THURSDAY – SATURDAY
10PM – MIDNIGHT

NIGHT  

CAP

FREE
 30-DAY TRIAL 
 

 

5114 San Juan Ave.  •  Jacksonville, Florida 32210 •  www.mccoyinstitute.org

Schedule an Appointment Today 

(904) 318-3763

THE McCOY INSTITUTE
OF HEARING & BALANCE

FREE HEARING
SCREENINGS

“Hear Today for a Better Tomorrrow! ” Dr. NaTalla S. McCoy, CCC-A
Board Certified Audiologist 

Hearing Aids •Tinnitus (Ear Ringing) • Wax Removal • Custom Ear Molds • Balance Testing • Musician Monitors 

ON OUR LATEST
 HEARING AID  TECHNOLOGY

Call for details.

B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E

New Option for Assisted Living in the Neighborhood
The dream of assisting others realized, fulfilled

Ann-Marie Knight and her husband, 
Gary, were on a journey, one that 
would eventually lead them to owning 

their own business and fulfilling a lifelong 
dream. Both were called to serve, and as 
retired and former members of the U.S. Navy, 
they certainly understood ‘service above self ’ 
in their careers. In the right time, practicing 
patience and perseverance, they also knew 
their goal would eventually be reached. 
Operating an assisted living facility would be 
an extension of their shared purpose in life, 
one they were working toward for many years.

The couple is proud to be opening an 
Assisted Living Facility, Silver Shores 
Living, on Gilmore Street in the Riverside 
neighborhood. After years of well-laid 
plans and preparations, the couple honed 
their skills in the healthcare field. From the 
administrative side to the application of 
physical therapy and rehabilitation, they are 
uniquely qualified to operate a facility in the 
historic district, one that is not only decorated 
beautifully, but designed in a manner to 
optimally stimulate residents.

A hospital administrator by trade, Ann-
Marie knows that her 30 years of leadership 
experience and 16 years in hospitals and 

outpatient practice settings has helped 
prepare her for her role as Chief Executive 
Officer and, more importantly, her role as a 
care provider. Her career began as an enlisted 
apprentice in the U.S. Navy, where she earned 
greater responsibilities and accomplishments 
year after year. From apprentice to Chief 
Petty Officer and on to a commission as a 
Naval Officer, then a Bachelor’s in Financial 
Management from the University of North 

Florida (UNF) to her Master’s degree in 
Healthcare Administration from Baylor 
University, Ann-Marie has certainly earned 
her stripes. 

Combined with her husband’s skills 
as a licensed Physical Therapy Assistant, 
they are the perfect couple to help care for 
elder residents who will call Silver Shores 
home. Gary has always been in great shape, 
incorporated nutrition in his lifestyle and 

will ensure the same for those 
under his watchful eye. With his 
16 years of clinical work and 12 
years of managerial experience, 
his instincts for proactive care 
will be critical in service to those 
in residence. Years of in-home 
visits and skilled nursing practice 
have developed his knowledge of 
rehabilitation routines for stroke 
patients, those with chronic 
conditions, orthopedic injuries, 
routine functional weakness and 
challenges with balance.

Above and beyond their skill 
sets, they know that care for 
elders requires a daily routine 
that is patient. By providing a 
better quality of life for the aging, 
they hope to enlighten family 
and friends of elders who need 
support and assistance from the 
overwhelming burden of care. For 
those who simply can’t handle the 
intense needs of a loved one any 
longer, they offer respite through 
permanent residential care, 
daycare, or short stay care. 

With a mother under her own care, Ann-
Marie has a heart for those with these stresses. 
“Among other things, we [caregivers] worry 
about two things, their health and how we’re 
navigating all of this [health care system] for 
them. So I think it’s a great complement for 
the both of us,” she said, when referring to the 
skill sets that she and Gary bring to the table. 

The Knights want to dispel the myth that 
affordable and stimulating elder care isn’t 

available in the area. They have listened, they 
have planned, and now they are prepared to 
help. Wholesome, homegrown care is close to 
your home, it is intimate and understanding 
in its nature to assist those struggling for a 
place to rely upon. Better yet, it is accessible 
and has an open door policy at Silver Shores 
Living. “We’re going to love them like you do, 
and they’re going to be accessible to you,” said 
Ann-Marie, as Gary looked on with a smile. 

For more information visit us online at www.silvershoresliving.com or call 904.683.1580. Silver Shores Living is located at 2317 Gilmore Street in Jacksonville, FL 32204

Person & Person

We Invite You to an

Open House
on April 6th

at 12 p.m.

“We’re going to love 
them like you do, and 
they’re going to be 
accessible to you.”
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Pioneer, unofficial mayor, king, ambas-
sador, and patron saint of 5 Points. Tom 
McCleery, who passed away February 21 at 
age 73, was all this to his friends, and more. 

To his longtime business partner and 
love, Gunnel Humphreys, he was un-
assuming. “He was always just ‘Tom’ 
to everybody,” said Humphreys, owner 
of Edge City boutique on Park Street. 
She also said he was meticulous, funny, 
and a real softie. “He gardened, sewed, 
embroidered, and cooked all our meals,” 
she said. At one time he considered hand 
making leather sandals for an occupation.

The couple met through friends not too 
many years before McCleery ceremonious-
ly chucked the corporate life in 1976 with 
a toss of his tie into the St. Johns River.  

Within days of leaving Bethlehem Steel, 
McCleery and Humphreys bought Edge 
City, using his severance, which was just 
enough to pay the three owners of the head-
shop $1,000 each, according to Humphreys.

From that point on, the avant-garde 
couple made local history, turning a head-
shop into the fashionable boutique Edge 
City is today. It is one of only two stores in 
5 Points that has had the same owner for 
40 years, celebrating an anniversary this 
year with Kostas Pizza Italian.

“We were totally a team,” said Humphreys. 
“Tom took care of all the financials, but we 
would close the shop for a week and go to 
New York on shopping trips.”

To say McCleery was well-liked is an 
understatement, judging by the hundreds 
of comments on Facebook. An impromptu 
memorial of flowers and candles were left 
at Edge City following McCleery’s death, 
and business owners and residents shared 
tributes to the “prince of graciousness.”

“Tom and Gunnel were the pioneers of 
reviving 5 Points into the hip place it is 
today when they opened Edge City over 
35 years ago. Some of us can remember 
Tom, wearing Lederhosen and a tee shirt 
sweeping the sidewalk in front of his 
store and many of the others each morn-
ing,” said Paul Bremer, 5 Points resident 
and neighborhood watch coordinator. 
“Tom was unfailingly kind and helpful to 
everyone. Our heartfelt sympathy goes 
out to Gunnel at her loss.”

“Tom has always been the heart and 
soul of 5 Points. He was the unofficial 
mayor of 5 Points,” said Cindy Barfield, 
owner of the new 5 Points Vintage. “He 
supported the local artists. He had a 
warmth and a smile, the world was a 
better place because of Tom.”

“As a teenager, I was drawn to Riverside 
and the eclectic subculture of 5 Points. 
Some of my earliest memories are of Tom 
and Gunnel and shopping at Edge City 
– they were what defined 5 Points back 
then, and they have continued to have 
an enormous impact on the arts, culture 
and growth of the area,” said Carmen 

Godwin, an Avondale resident. “When 
I first was hired as Executive Director of 
RAP, they were so supportive, and they 
shared some really fun and interesting 
stories about how RAP began, the role 
they played, and their care for the neigh-
borhood. Riverside would not be what 
it is today without these two amazing 
people driving it in a positive direction.”   

“Tom and Gunnel were pioneers in 5 
Points. Their dedication to the neigh-
borhood and warm smiles that greeted 
everyone in their store and on the streets 
was truly special,” said Allen DeVault, 
of Black Sheep Restaurant and 5 Points 
Merchants Association. “Tom will be 
missed but never forgotten.”

 “He’s a heck of a person. I always called 
him the oldest hippy in Jacksonville,” said 
Roy Reeves, owner of the former 5 Points 
Newsstand. “He was a bright spot when 5 
Points was going through its dark years, 
with a lot of empty storefronts, and the 
ones that were open had a lot of smash 
and grabs, but he hung in there.”

“He always tried to support the local 
businesses and had a friendly word for 
everybody, always pushing the neigh-
borhood,” said Reeves. “When we were 
having festivals, he used to pay the city 
to come by and make extra pickups out 
of his own pocket. You couldn’t ask for a 
nicer person. When you think of 5 Points, 
you think of those two.”

“Tom and Gunnel have had a huge impact 
on us and the neighborhood,” said Jean 
Grant-Dooley. “He was a model of how we 
should treat each other. We are missing him.”

 John Grant-Dooley shared a story 
about Tom befriending a homeless wom-
an whom he would take to the grocery 
store and doctor appointments and even 
took her dog to the vet and paid for the 
treatment which saved her dog’s life. 
“He was a ‘prince of graciousness,’” said 
Grant-Dooley, a 5 Points property owner.

“For 40 years Tom McCleery’s own 
personality shaped the personality of 
5 Points. He was an apostle of creative 
quirkiness and an ambassador for the 
historic Riverside neighborhood. Tom 
freely gave his time to support causes that 
improved the neighborhood, and, with 
a sharp wit and keen sense of humor, he 
could easily disarm those who opposed 
his sense of what was good for the com-
munity. He believed that great art was a 
fundamental necessity in his business, 
in his community, and in his own life,” 
commented Wayne Wood, Riverside 
resident. “Edge City, the store he found-
ed with his long-time partner Gunnel 
Humphreys, has continued to evolve 
over the years, not just keeping up with 
changing fashions but actually helping to 
shape the community’s sense of style. It 
is an iconic business that continues to be 
the heart and pulse of 5 Points. He was 
a wonderful friend, and we will all miss 
him very much.”

A celebration of life for Tom McCleery is 
planned for the near future. In the mean-
time, donations for a permanent remem-
brance can be made at Regions Bank, 1604 
Margaret Street to the account “Tom’s Bike 
Rack in 5 Points.” 

5 Points friend to 
all passes away

— In Memoriam —

Thomas Scott McCleery
October 26, 1942 – February 22, 2016
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

When asked what part faith plays in their 
life journey, Joy Parman of Hyde Park and 
Stacey Merritt of Riverside paused for a 
moment, looked at each other and respond-
ed emphatically, “Everything!” Both young 
mothers put their trust in God to the test 
when they learned their daughters were 
diagnosed with congenital heart problems.

Merritt and her husband, Justin, got a 
lot more information than expected when 
they went for gender identification testing 
for baby number four. Their tiny fetus, at 20 
weeks gestation, was diagnosed with a heart 
defect, initially diagnosed as half a heart. 

Coincidentally, Merritt heard a story the 
week before about Joy and Reed Parman, 
whose baby had been diagnosed with 
heart problems in utero and who had sur-
gery after being born at 33 weeks. 

Big hearts 
for little lives

hypertension,” she said. “But now she is 
monitored once a year and is doing great.” 

Both of these little heart warriors are tiny 
in size for their age. Hope Merritt still has 
mitral valve problems and is on watch to 
see if the other hole in her heart closes on 
its own as she matures. Statistically, this 
little 14-month-old miracle baby should not 
have made it. “I sat on the couch and ate 
cheeseburgers trying to help her make it to 
five pounds before birth to give her a better 
chance,” said her mother. 

Both Hope and Kennedy have done 
better than expected. Parman and Merritt 
agree learning about their child’s illness 
early was a way to gain control over it. 
They laugh about how they both can 
speak in long, complicated medical jar-
gon, which they term “doctor talk.” 

“Now, after all the sleepless nights and 
the drama, it’s hard to let your guard down,” 
said Parman. “After hearing the baby mon-
itor and jumping up 20 times in a night, 
how do I calm down?”

“You get used to living in survival mode. 
My 11-year-old, Delaney, is so helpful. She 
is my night nurse,” interjected Merritt. “It’s 
hard to find a sense of normalcy, but we 
found a place to put the focus, and that’s in 
the support group.” 

Besides being busy mothers – Merritt 

has three other children, Riley, 13, 
Delaney, 11, Emma Grace, 6, and Parman 
has Audrey, 7, and Sydney, 5 – the two 
facilitate a support group for families of 
children with congenital heart defects. 

“We want to support families and the 
cardiology group at Wolfson’s as well. We 
have around 60 families that have been 
in this group,” said Merritt. “Parents who 
have been in the situation always ask what 
they can do to help. You don’t realize the 
need until it’s you!” 

With assistance from Nurse Coordinator 
Amy Shaheen of the Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital Cardiovascular Intensive Care 
Unit, they provide a Heart Cart loaded 
with free items for parents staying at the 
hospital with their babies.

Knowing ahead of time a baby has a 

Stacey and Hope Merritt with Joy and Kennedy Parman

heart defect is a double-edged sword, but 
being stunned at delivery or at check-up 
time can be overwhelming. 

“We had one mom and child who went 
in for a check-up and were sent directly 
to the hospital,” said Parman. “She was 
so grateful for the goody bag of towels, 
toothbrush and toiletries, the necessities 
for an overnight stay.” 

The women agreed that their other chil-
dren have become more aware and sensitive 
that people are going through tough times 
and sometimes they ask to pick up things 
for the children at the hospital. As they 
move forward to gaining nonprofit status, 
Parmen and Merritt see the need and are 
working to fill it with hope, joy and love. 

Simply Sara’s in Ortega has partnered 
with the group, and donations can be 
made to the Hope Fund. Sara and Jim 
Mangham provide and deliver dinners 
to families at Wolfson who are staying at 
the hospital with their little ones. “Sara is 
such a sweet person and has a big heart,” 
said Merritt. “She asked what she could 
do to help, and we had a blood drive and 
established the dinner fund to celebrate 
Hope’s Heartiversary in January.” 

Parman’s husband, Reed, sports a cross 
and ASK tattoo now. After Kennedy was 
born, he noticed that together with her 
sister’s names the girls’ initials spelled 
ASK – Ask, Seek and Knock – a reference 
to Matthew 7:7: Ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 

Want to help? ASK someone to do-
nate to Simply Sara’s Hope fund or go 
to wolfsonheartwarriors@gmail.com. 
ASK your friends to join you at the 4th 
Annual Jacksonville Congenital Heart 
Walk at UNF, Saturday, April 9; visit 
www.congenitalheartwalk.org for details.

“It’s hard to find a sense 
of normalcy, but we 

found a place to put the 
focus, and that’s in the 

support group.”
— Hope Merritt

“It was God’s perfect timing that I con-
nected with Joy and had her to walk me 
through the whole thing,” said Merritt. 

“There was a constant intertwining of 
friends and people that we knew, and of 
our other children,” Parman explained. 

Parman’s young daughter, Kennedy, now 
three, was diagnosed with Down syndrome. 
After hearing the news, Parman said, “I 
don’t care how many extra chromosomes 
she has, just let her heart be okay.” 

Kennedy is a tough little cookie, Parman 
said. “She was a really sick kid for a while 
and had several operations to repair 
holes in her heart and address pulmonary 
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N E I G H B O R S

Beating the 
drum locally for 

over 20 years
BY KERRY SPECKMAN

RESIDENT COMMUNIT Y NEWS

Who’s your neighbor? Ortega Forest 
Darren Ronan opens up about his passion 
for music and a few glimpses into his life.

For as long as he can remember, Darren Ronan wanted to 
be a rock star. At 14, he got his first set of drums, stopped 
cutting his hair and dreamed of traveling the world playing to 
millions of devoted fans. By the age of 29, he realized it was 
never going to happen.

While he never earned a platinum album or Grammy Award, 
Ronan has built a successful career in music – without having 
to leave his hometown. For 20 years he taught drum lessons 
and managed Nice House of Music; he hosted open mic night 
at Monte’s (now Shores Liquors and Bar of Avondale) for a 
decade. Now 46, he owns the Ronan School of Music, where 
students of all ages and levels can learn everything from 
violin and banjo to French horn and flute, as well as voice and 
composition. (He personally teaches drums/percussion, guitar, 
bass and ukulele.)

Where you may have seen/heard him: His current band, The 
77d’s, perform at special events around Riverside and Avondale 
including the RAP Bootleggers’ Ball, Luminaria and Riverside Arts 
Market (in fact, his students led the opening day parade). The 
Ortega Forest resident has also opened for Diane Schuur, Booker 
T. Jones, Marcia Ball and Dick Dale.

Favorite drummers: DJ Fontana (aka Elvis’ drummer),  
Gene Krupa, Hal Blaine

Most embarrassing band on his iTunes: “That’s easy,” he says. 
“England Dan and John Ford Coley … but I’m not actually sure 
how it got on there.”

Previous jobs: Washing dishes and cleaning bathrooms at Camp 
Immokalee at age 13, cashier at McDonald’s, bag boy at Albertson’s, 
construction clean-up crew, jewelry sales and repair, wedding DJ

Songs he wishes he never has to hear again: “Don’t Stop Believing” 
by Journey, closely followed by Jimmy Buffett’s “Margaritaville”

All-time favorite food: “If I could subsist solely on popcorn, 
I would,” he says. Fresh out of the popper and untainted by 
toppings is his preference.

Favorite musicians/bands: Elvis, The Beatles, Miles Davis

Favorite musicians/bands from this millennium: Luke Pruitt,  
Lily & Madeleine, Zac Brown Band

How he spends his free time: Hanging out with his wife of 
17 years, Laura; patronizing local bars/restaurants, especially 
European Street Cafe in Riverside and Intuition Ale Works; seeing 
films at Sun-Ray Cinema; watching the Jacksonville Jaguars and 
New York Yankees

Why he loves where he lives: “Ortega Forest, Riverside, Avondale 
… to me these are what neighborhoods are supposed to be. 
There’s a sense of community like it used to be,” he says. “The neigh-
bors know each other,” which comes as especially good news since 
a certain former Jaguars quarterback just moved on his street. 

Random personal fact: He owns three cowbells.

N E I G H B O R S

Darren Ronan
 (Photo courtesy 
of Laura Evans)
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Not a ripple spoiled the calm, clear waters 
of the Ortega River early in the morning Feb. 
27 as crews from four schools competed in 
the 2016 Stanton River Bank Invitational.

Joining the Stanton River Bank Rowing 
Club in the competition were crews from 
The Bolles School, The Episcopal School 
of Jacksonville, and Hilton Head Island.

Episcopal rowers dominated the races 
winning eight of the 15 events including 
the women’s middle school four with cox-
swain; men’s junior varsity eight; women’s 
varsity eight; men’s middle school four 
with coxswain; women’s freshmen eight, 
women’s junior varsity four and the wom-
en’s varsity four.

Episcopal rowers 
dominate invitational

Olivia Schueth and her crewmates Danielle Forbes, 
Haille Taylor, and Amelia Smith ready their shell 
before competing in the SRB Invitational crew 
competition Feb. 27 on the Ortega River. The 
foursome later won their Women’s Freshman Four 
race against Bolles with a time of 7:18.12.

Rowers from Bolles and Episcopal 
head down river at the beginning 
of the SRB Invitational Feb. 27.

Bolles rowers won four men’s races: 
third eight; varsity eight; freshman four 
and varsity four.

Utilizing rowers from Avondale, 
Riverside and Ortega, Stanton River Bank 
won three events: the women’s fresh-
men four, the women’s lightweight four, 
and the men’s junior varsity four. For 
Olivia Schueth, of Avondale, the day was 
particularly successful. Schueth and her 
teammates Danielle Forbes, Haille Taylor 
and Amelia Smith won the first race of 
the day for Stanton River Bank – the 
women’s freshmen four – providing the 
Bishop Kenny freshman with a victory in 
her first interscholastic competition.

2108 Blanding Blvd (SR-21) 
Jacksonville, FL • 904-388-0612 
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

Dance instructor Hannah Downey 
Helmer welcomed old friends to the 
Village Dance Studio in Ortega when 
Ballet Magnificent! Tour Company 
stopped by for a visit recently.

Helmer, of Ortega, trained and toured 
with the Jackson, Mississippi-based ballet 
company for six years before she married 
and decided to settle down and teach at 
Village Dance. Helmer’s old friends, inter-
national competition silver medalist Kathy 
Thibodeaux and her husband Keith, recently 
pliéd and jetéd at Village Dance studio 
during rehearsal, and Kathy gave an ener-
getic master class for the studio’s dancers.

“It was such a blessing to express artistry 
and celebrate the spirit,” said Helmer about 
her time with Ballet Magnificat! “It all goes 
hand-in-hand – the body, mind and spirit.”

The Thibodeaux’s are celebrating 30 
years of the founding of their Jackson, 
Mississippi-based company, which has 
over 500 students in the school of the arts, 
including around 400 students and teach-
ers in their summer intensives and two 
touring companies, Alpha and Omega. 

A new training program is in the works 
for Brazil. The company has 40 trainees 
from around the world who take three or 
four years to learn the style of choreography 
and embrace the discipleship program.  

“We celebrate and thank the Lord for ev-
erything,” said Kathy. “We had this dream, 
this vision. There was no Christian-based 
ballet company at the time, and we are 
really thankful to have been around so 

long. We love seeing what God does in 
performances and seeing how God uses 
young people right out of high school and 
makes them dance disciples.” 

Keith, a drummer and former actor – 
he was little Ricky on the “I Love Lucy” 
television series – is executive director of 
the company. “We are not a sleepy kind of 
ballet company,” he said. “There is a great 
deal of athleticism and the excellence of 
the training of the dancers keeps the audi-
ence engaged and excited.”  

Dancers stayed in the neighborhood with 
local families and managed to squeeze in 
sightseeing and going to the beach.  

Dr. Roxanne Cheek, a veterinarian, and 
her family hosted three of the company 
members at her home. “I really didn’t know 

anything about them, but we knew the 
Downeys, and Hannah put out an all-call 
for host families so we volunteered,” said 
Cheek. “It was really fun, and I’ve learned 
a lot. I love ‘The Screwtape Letters’ by C.S. 
Lewis, and that is one of the performances.” 

The ballet was choreographed by 
Kathy and Keith’s daughter, Tara. 
Although almost 60 years old, Kathy 
Thibodeaux is still lithe and limber, and 
continues to perform at a level that be-
lies the years of intense performances. 

Karen Norris, artistic director of Village 
Dance, has hosted the company previously 
and observed her students are always 
excited to take class and interact with the 
dancers. They benefit greatly by the spirit 
of the company members, she said. 

International ballet troupe visits local dance center    

“Ms. Thibodeaux gave good corrections 
and was specific on how to improve, in a 
nice way,” said student Emma Armstrong. 
“Everyone loved experiencing her lyrical 
teaching style because it’s something 
different for us.” 

The Ballet Magnificat! philosophy dif-
fers from most dance companies, which 
can be very competitive, with a spirit of 
celebration and encouragement. After 
completing 22 performances through-
out the U.S. in March and rehearsing in 
Ortega for performances in St. Augustine, 
the dedicated company will chassé to 
South Carolina and Tennessee, then 
Omega Company grand jetés to Italy, the 
Czech Republic and Berlin, Germany. 

Kathy Thibodeaux instructs Ava Ancelin, Sara Duggan, 
Emma Armstrong, and Grayson Kennon.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Mark Twain’s character Tom Sawyer 
may have had the right idea to enlist help 
whitewashing his Aunt Polly’s fence, but 
he had nothing on the students at St. 
Paul’s Catholic School.

After participating in the school’s 
annual Jog-a-Thon, students cooled down 
with a painting session at a 60- by 6-foot 
white picket fence on the property line, 
but it wasn’t white paint they were wield-
ing on their brushes.

Evocative of a coloring book, boys and 
girls filled in the outlines of the mural cre-
ated by Nicole Holderbaum, recipient of 
a Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville 
and Florida Blue 2016 SPARK grant for 
her program, Jax Kids Murals.

During this period of open enrollment at 
the school, administrators wanted to draw 
attention to its academic opportunities, 
including its art program. Holderbaum had 

previously created nine murals, most tem-
porary, for engagement with children.

“St. Paul’s asked me to do a design for 
them, so I made one up and gave them a 
sketch,” she said as she sprayed the outline 
freehand, from memory, on the fence. “It’s 
going to be very symmetrical with St. Paul 
in the center, Mary on one side, Jesus on the 
other, with flowers and doves between.”

The West Palm Beach native doesn’t 
specify what colors should be used to fill 
in the outlined characters, leaving it total-
ly up to the imagination of the children. 
After the students add color, Holderbaum 
will re-outline some of the areas where 
color did not stay inside the lines.

“There are only two rules,” she said. “They 
are not allowed to mix colors and they can’t 
write any words.” 

Holderbaum’s program started with One 
Spark in 2015, and then she was asked to 
work on murals for the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department’s summer program. 
In addition to Jax Kids Mural Festival, 
Holderbaum teaches a mural-painting class 
at The Foundation Academy, and she has 
an outreach project with a goal to take the 
mural project to every school and commu-
nity center in Jacksonville. 

As Holderbaum signed her name – Nico 
– to the mural with a flourish of her black 
spray paint, students jogged past and com-
mented. “I like the spray paint. It’s nice,” 
said one little girl. 

The first of four Jax Kids Mural Festival 
projects will be held in Hemming Park, 
April 2. Holderbaum will have three 20- by 
8-foot walls and one 20- by 4-foot wall for 
the smaller children. 

St. Paul’s students play Tom Sawyer for a day

Fifth-grade students at St. Paul’s Catholic School assist pre-kindergarten students fill in the outlines of a mural.

Artist Nicole Holderbaum spray paints a fence at St. 
Paul’s Catholic School for a student mural art project.

Nicole Holderbaum works on an outline of Jesus Christ at one end 
of the mural. Students filled in the outline with color.

8 a.m - 12 p.m.

904.355.44341537 Margaret St. mossfire.com

Real. 
Good. 

eveRyday.
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Bolles students hauled home 33 awards 
during the Northeast Florida Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair Feb. 7-9 at the 
Morocco Shrine Auditorium in Jacksonville. 

In addition to 24 Bolles students re-
ceiving awards and prizes totaling $1,125 
for their science fair projects, four from 
Bolles were selected to compete at the 
state level fair March 29-31 in Lakeland 
and one student, Hannah Lee, received an 
invitation to compete on a national level 
for the second consecutive year. Last year, 
Lee was invited to ISWEEEP and this year 
she will compete at the prestigious Intel 
International Science and Engineering Fair 
(IISEF) May 9-14 in Phoenix, Arizona.

Area residents who received accolades 
for Bolles were Charles Hicks of Ortega 
and Chase Rivera of San Jose, who placed 
third in the Chemistry division as well as 
an award from Johnson & Johnson Vision 

Bolles wins awards at 
regional science fair

St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School stu-
dents, Kevin and Robert McAfee, were 
recognized service for their placing and 
participation in the National Poison 
Prevention Week Poster Contest, while 
older brother, Stuart, a seventh grad-
er at The Bolles School, received an 
Honorable Mention in his category. 

Robert, a first grader, was the 2015 
National Winner and his poster is being 
used to promote the 2016 contest. He 
was presented with a plaque by Dawn 
R. Sollee, Pharm.D., Assistant Director, 
Florida/USVI Poison Information 
Center - Jacksonville. He also received 
a certificate for his participation in the 
2016 contest, where he placed second 
regionally in the kindergarten through 
second grade division.

Kevin, a fifth grader, placed first in the 
third – fifth grade 2016 Regional contest 
and was also  presented with a certif-
icate. All three boys’ 2016 entries will be 
forwarded to the national level for compe-
tition against the other 54 poison centers.

Brothers place in 
Poison Prevention 
Week poster contest

Dawn R. Sollee, Assistant Director, Florida Poison 
Information Center, Kevin McAfee, Robert McAfee, 
Kevin Conklin, Head of School

Caden Matson

Wiley Gillam

Ann Maris Walton and her partner Sneha Reddy

Charles Hicks and Chase Rivera

Care; Ann Maris Walton of Avondale and 
her partner Sneha Reddy, who received 
a special award certificate, NASA Earth 
System Science Award; Caden Matson 
of Avondale, who placed third in the 
Engineering division and received a 
certificate and award from the Society of 
American Military Engineers; and Ortega 
resident Wiley Gillam, who placed fourth 
in the Engineering Division. Gillam 
also received an award from the Armed 
Forces Communications and Electronics 
Association Jacksonville Chapter as 
well as a $50 certificate from U.S. Naval 
Research, U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.

Kevin McAfee’s first place 2016 
regional drawing competition

Robert McAfee’s first place 2015 
national drawing competition

Stuart McAfee’s poster for the 2016 
regional drawing competition
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Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry
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•  infants  •  children  •  teens  •  special needs patients

Kids can lose up to 2 1/2 months of 
learning in the summer. Stay ahead of 
the curve with Sylvan’s summer sessions!

Summer sessions are filling up fast.
Call today!

North Jacksonville & Orange Park

ASK ABOUT OUR ROBOTICS, CODING, 
ENGINEERING, READING AND MATH CAMPS.

ONLY $95 FOR A SKILLS TEST.  Exp 4-30-16.  Not valid with other offers.
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DCPS educator, 
leader retires

A long-
time leader in 
Jacksonville edu-
cation, Dr. Sylvia 
Johnson retired 
after 45 years 
in the field. Her 
most recent post, 
as principal of 
West Riverside 
Elementary School for the past three 
years, caps three decades with the 
Duval County Public School system. 

The week of her retirement was 
filled with many surprises, includ-
ing a party held at The Carling, 
said Johnson. At the school, every 
classroom door sported a tribute from 
students and on her last day, March 
17, students lined the halls, clapping as 
she made one last tour of the school.

“I’m really overwhelmed that I’ve 
been blessed to do what I love for 45 
years,” said Johnson. “The highlight 
of my career was to end it at West 
Riverside Elementary. That school is 
heading for greatness.”

Johnson will cede her office to 
Assistant Principal Shawna White, 
who has been with DCPS since 
December 2004. White was assistant 
principal at Stockton Elementary 
July 2010 through July 2013 when 
she moved to Ortega Elementary, 
and moved July 2015 to West 
Riverside, also as assistant principal 
at both schools.

Dr. Sylvia Johnson

Student demonstrates quality of giving heart on 13th birthday
Olivia Nolan celebrated her 13th 

birthday in reverse. Instead of getting, 
the student at Riverside Presbyterian Day 
School gave. Corralling three friends, 
Emily Spinning, Abby Beaver and Isabella 
Wright, Nolan spent one long Saturday 
undertaking 13 random acts of kindness 
in the community.

“It is very hard for me to choose one 
favorite act of kindness, they were all so 
much fun and they all made me feel so 
good afterwards,” said Nolan.  

Nolan and her friends gave flowers to 
cashiers and employees at a local Publix; 
paid for coffee for a car behind her in 
line at Starbucks with her mother; took 
doughnuts to Fire Station 14; sprinkled 
change on a playground for other children 
to find; twice visited seniors from church 

and made paintings for them; took home-
made cards to residents at The Windsor 
Assisted Living Facility; made a painting 
for Jacksonville Area Legal Aid; led Bingo 
at Sulzbacher; took balloons to children 
at Wolfson Children’s Hospital; took 
items for a hospitality cart at Wolfson’s 
Cardiovascular ICU; left uplifting notes on 
cars and hung “Free Compliments – take 
what you need” signs on local community 
boards such as at Panera.

“My last favorite act of kindness was 
bringing balloons to the Cardiovascular 
ICU at Wolfsan Children’s Hospital,” said 
Nolan. “I thought that the parents that 
were waiting for their babies to get out 
of surgery needed hope, a reminder that 
they are not alone, others care and that 
God has a plan.”

Olivia Nolan, Emily Spinning, Abby Beaver and 
Isabella Wright deliver balloons to children at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

More than 60 kindergarteners from 
four classes assembled to hear Channel 
4 Weekend Weatherperson Rebecca 
Williams as a finale to their reading mod-
ule about weather and the four seasons. 
Williams, center, demonstrated seasonally 
appropriate outerwear for Jacksonville’s 
seasons. To Williams’ left are kindergarten 
teachers Sonya Demps, Ashley Vickers and 
paraprofessional Darlene Pritchard; to her 
right are kindergarten teachers Ernestine 
Parks, Jane Ruffin and (front) Michele 
Peterson, front office assistant. With Ruffin 
is student Conner Fox, whose mother 
works at Channel 4, too.

Meteorologist visits Fishweir kindergarten
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Boy Scout Troop 2, which meets at St. 
Johns Presbyterian Church in Avondale 
and is one of the first chartered troops in 
Florida, has promoted eight young men, 
many of whom are Bolles Bulldogs, to the 
highest rank of Eagle Scout. 

This year, eight Bolles students have 
met, or are working toward the comple-
tion of, their Eagle Scout distinction. 
Those students include Gray Creed, Noah 
Althuis, Pete Woodall, Davis Hodge, Jack 
Swinson, Trent Newton, John Norcross, 
and Christian Glover. 

Creed’s Eagle Scout project, completed 
last May, was the construction of a chicken 
coop for a backyard hen project at the 
Sanctuary on Eighth Street. With the help of 
25 volunteers, Creed’s project took 110 hours 
of service; he raised $2,000 for the work and 
applied more than 50 hours to the project.

Althuis completed his Eagle Scout proj-
ect for the Sulzbacher Center in downtown 
Jacksonville, refurbishing the waiting lob-
by of the men’s center, which was in need 
of a warm and welcoming place for visitors 
and residents to its men’s residence. 

Swinson’s Eagle Scout project was comple-
tion of landscaping around a playground at 
Seamark Ranch, a safe home environment 
with Christian values for children whose 
parents cannot support them or have passed 
away. Swinson cleared the ground around 
the playground and secured landscaping 
timbers around the perimeter. He filled the 
playground with 875 cubic feet of mulch.

Hodge decided to build a boardwalk for 
the trails at the University of North Florida 
to patch up some of the muddy areas. “The 
trails are frequently used by the Bolles 
runners as well as many other schools and 
people in general,” Hodge explained. “I 
thought it would be a cool project relevant 
to me, which I would see in action every 
time we go on a run out there.” 

After seeing a news segment featur-
ing the KIPP Impact Middle School’s 
gardening project, Woodall raised money 
for materials and built four garden 
boxes with the help of Scout volunteers. 
According to a faculty member at KIPP, 
he “has tremendously helped our garden 
project by almost doubling the size of 
our garden and allowed the funds for the 
garden to be used for other materials.” In 
addition to making numerous visits to 
the school, Woodall met a faculty mem-
ber from KIPP at Lowes to purchase ma-
terials and he then donated the remaining 
funds to the KIPP school. 

Newton’s Eagle project was to build 
park benches along the 14.5-mile 
long Baldwin Rail-to-Trail path off 
Commonwealth Avenue. City officials 
with whom Newton consulted on the 
project said adding the benches would 
make the trail more user-friendly. 
Newton and the city worked together on 
a bench design and the locations where 
they would be installed along the trail. 
Newton raised about $1,200 for the pur-

Front, Gray Creed, Jack Swinson, John Norcross, Davis Hodge; back: Pete 
Woodall, Trent Newton, Christian Glover, Noah Althuis

Bulldogs get their wings
Bolles students earn Eagle Scout rank

chase of materials and commenced with 
bench-building in late October. 

Norcross planned and executed a four-
day community service project totaling 
more than 165 community service hours 
with the help of 20 volunteers. The proj-
ect included the construction of five trash 
can containers for Tillie K. Fowler Park, 
helping beautify the area and protect ani-
mal life by limiting their access to trash. 

Glover will make and install wooden 
flower boxes to benefit non-ambulatory 
seniors at Brookdale Nursing Home in 
Jacksonville. As an associate last summer 
with Century Ambulance, Glover worked 
closely with several healthcare facilities 

including Brookdale. He recognized 
the therapeutic benefits of gardening 
and wanted to extend them to wheel-
chair-bound patients in nursing homes 
where he saw he could fill a gap. 

“Needless to say, I am extremely proud 
of these young men, all of whom joined 
together in elementary school,” said John 
Glover, chair of the committee which 
oversees Troop 2, and Christian’s father. 
“To see them stick it out and achieve the 
Eagle rank in the face of innumerable 
challenges and distractions along the way 
is quite extraordinary! Their commitment 
to this goal – and to each other – has 
been wonderful to witness.”
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“Pennies for Patients,” a theme chosen 
by the Riverside Presbyterian Day 
School 6th Grade Leadership Council 
for the February service project, raised a 
total of $7,745.59 – the highest recorded 
ever. The funds were given to support 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Raising $1,191.99 and $782.87 
respectively, the fifth and third grade 
classes raised the most funds, winning 
a pasta party from Olive Garden. 

During February, fifth-grader Grace 
Huie became concerned that her class 
was behind, having raised only $25 
toward the cause. She held a lemon-

ade sale at her home, with the help of 
classmates, on Feb. 20 and raised $302 
in three hours.

“They were very excited and motivat-
ed to raise the funds and the generosity 
of our community was amazing,” said 
Shannon Huie, Grace’s mother. “The sale 
was indeed a group effort, and I know 
Grace would agree everyone was instru-
mental in the success of it.” 

Third grade students set up a Cookie 
and Lemonade stand to make a final 
push for the Pennies for Patients fund-
raiser, raising over $200.

RPDS fifth graders Charlotte Nolan, Grace Huie, Emma Grace Waidner, Kelly Donovan, Atlantic 
Diebenow, Cookie Myers, LuLu Nowicki, Annie Hellman, Evelyn Ritch and Ashley Grace Crowe

Lemonade for Leukemia

Peace, love and books
Child’s Day Out of Avondale celebrated 

its book fair in March under the theme 
“Peace, Love and Books.” The annual event 
has a combined goal of bringing families and 
teachers together to enjoy a relaxing evening 
while supporting CDO with contributions 
from the book sales. Proceeds will put books 
and furniture into the classrooms to enhance 
the overall teaching experience.

Fishweir Elementary School students and their parents supported the Riverside 
Avondale Trolley Night on March 13. About 30 students and parents rode the 
trolley, enjoyed several stops for pizza, Fro-Yo at Sweet Frogs, and even played 
Hide-and-Seek in Memorial Park. The group plans to do it again soon.

Warm winter evening brings out trolley supporters
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Sherry Magill, president of the Jessie 
Ball duPont Fund, was the keynote speak-
er at Episcopal School of Jacksonville’s 
50th anniversary celebration March 15 
on the Dale D. Regan Plaza on cam-
pus. Philanthropist Jessie Ball duPont 
was Episcopal’s original benefactor and 
helped fund the school during its plan-
ning and early years.

In addition to Magill, a proclamation 
from Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry 
was read. Episcopal Founder David W. 
Foerster spoke at the ceremony, which 
also served as the induction of Honorary 
Trustees and Trustees Emeriti.

Episcopal School celebrates 50 years with Founder’s Day celebration
“Mrs. duPont cared deeply about ed-

ucation,” Magill said. “She was a teacher 
and a school principal, and some of her 
earliest charitable gifts were made to 
individuals to support their education. 
In her lifetime she supported scores of 
private educational institutions – sec-
ondary schools, colleges and universities. 
Recognizing the value of education is a 
significant part of her legacy.”

Mrs. duPont’s original gifts to the 
school totaled $300,000 in 1967, a gift 
that today would be valued at $2 million.

“In the early winter of 1966, visionaries 
dreamed of founding an Episcopal high 
school in Jacksonville. Fifty years later we 
rejoice in the success of their dream,” said 
Head of School Charley Zimmer. “The 
school today enjoys a position of promi-
nence and strength within the Southeast 
and continues to graduate young men 
and women who are leaders in their pro-
fessional fields and communities.”

Over the past half century, Episcopal 
has striven to live up to its founding 
mission of providing excellence to its stu-
dents in the areas of academics, service, 
athletics, arts and spiritual leadership. 

Its original founders, most of whom 
were members of St. John’s Cathedral 
in downtown Jacksonville, were part of 
a planning committee that created the 
Report of the Planning Group – known 

Episcopal School of Jacksonville Founder David W. (Dink) Foerster, who is also a trustee emeritus, gave the 
opening remarks at the school’s 50th Anniversary Founder’s Day Chapel. Foerster attended the event with 
his wife Margaret and grandchildren, who are students at the school. From left: Mac Lyerly, Dink Foerster, 
Vason Lyerly and Margaret Foerster.

Episcopal School of Jacksonville Trustee Jill Dame 
and Founder’s Day keynote speaker Sherry McGill, 
president of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund.

Hunger in America was sliced and 
diced several different ways as nine con-
testants in the Level II Modern Woodmen 
of America speech contest, hosted by St. 
Matthew’s Catholic School on March 15, 
endeavored to convince the judges of 
their speechmaking prowess. The Modern 

Hunger a tough 
topic for speech 
competition

Front: Chloe Iuliano, St. Paul’s Catholic School; Peyton Poitevint, St. Matthew’s Catholic School; Katie 
Iglesias, Resurrection; Madison Riscigno, Holy Family; back: Grace McCormick, San Jose Catholic School; 
Sandra Tripp, Resurrection; Natalie Vinas, Holy Family Catholic School; Tori Zlatanoff, San Jose Catholic 
School; Chris Harris, St. Paul’s Catholic School

Woodmen speech contest is a national 
contest that has been sponsored by the 
organization for several decades. 

Many diocesan schools participated, 
sending their school’s top two winners 
to one of four Level II contests. From the 
Level II contests, the top two winners go 
on to compete against each other at Level 
III before moving to the national level. 
The winners from St. Matthew’s competi-
tion were Katie Iglesias and Sandra Tripp, 
both from Resurrection Catholic School 
in Arlington. Judges were Dr. Anne 
Swanson, University of North Florida, 
Ann Cook of Ortega Forest, and Kate 
Hallock, managing editor of The Resident.

today as “The Purple Book” because of 
its purple cover. The book outlined the 
guiding principles of the future school. 

In 1966, the articles of indoctrination 
(incorporated) were drawn, and Episcopal 
was named Jacksonville Episcopal High 

School, or JEHS. Over time the school has 
become Episcopal School of Jacksonville 
in order to reflect a student body com-
prised of sixth through 12th grades.

Currently, the school has more than 5,000 
alumni and educates 900 students annually.
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