
May 2016, Vol . 9,  Issue 05www.ResidentNews.net Fiercely Local  News . . . Fiercely Loyal  Readers

Community News

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
STUART FL

PERMIT NO 785

IN HOMES BY MAY 5TH, 2016

S A N  J O S E   —   S A N  M A R C O   —   S T.  N I C H O L A S

Founded in 1973 by Helen Lane, Jacqueline Holmes and the 
late Ann Baker, the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville is 
celebrating over 40 years of developing art and cultural programs 
and partnerships. This year the Council will honor the founders 

among 40 ICONS of Arts & Culture who have made a positive 
impact on the creative landscape of Jacksonville. On this cover, 
photographer, Renee Parenteau’s vision perfectly captures the 
celebrated 40 icons. Read more, page 3. P H O T O S  B Y  R E N E E  P A R E N T E A U

BOUNDLESS GENEROSITY HONORED AT ANNUAL GALA

Art & Antiques Show co-chairs Anna Neal and Heather Moseley, with Women’s Board President, Grace 
Sarber, and the Mussallems, James, Kristi, James Jr., Marie, and third show co-chair, Dearing Thoburn

WOMEN’S BOARD ANNOUNCES 2016 ART & ANTIQUES SHOW CHAIRS

OLD HOUSE
A  S U P P L E M E N T  T O  T H E  R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

FROM WHOA TO WOW

Hoping to reclaim their Avondale home’s front porch 

from use as storage space, Tom and Sheryl Pulley 

entered the Front Porch Makeover Contest with fingers 

crossed. Turn to page 3 to see the transformation.

Butterfly Love
JLiam Leonard, Vincent Venus, Clara Venus and Colin 

Farhat have a close encounter with some honarch 

butterflies. See more pictures on page 26. 

Garden Opens
Brittany and Jake Herbst 

planted five kinds of tomatoes, 

and other vegetables in their 

half-plot. See more  
pictures on page 26. 

YourYour

• Rugs gone, convenience store 
to move in…page 4

• Baptist Health shares cancer 
center renderings…page 6

• City puts temporary fix on 
bulkhead holes…page 9

• St. Vincent’s HealthCare celebrates 
100th anniversary…page 23

YOUR OLD 
HOUSE 

Inside: A special 
section on 

home and yard 
improvements

What’s Inside

Students from San Jose Catholic who won awards at the Florida State 
Science Fair included MaryAlice Young, Izabelle Young, Grant Reidy, 
John Cratem and Jack Brophy. Read more, page 32.
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millers Creek board passes budget, sets assessment
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Just under the wire with barely a quorum, 
the millers Creek special tax district’s Board 
of supervisors voted unanimously march 
28 in favor of a mandatory budget, which 
needed to be sent to the city by April 1. 

The city requires a tax district budget 
covering the period between July 1, 2016 and 
June 30, 2017 be in place by April 1 so the 
ordinance can be written in time for the tax 
assessor to process special tax district bills 
for november.

Also in the meeting, the board voted to 
name its secretary, sharon Johnson, to the 
board in place of nate Thilges, who resigned 
his position. “i will be honored to serve on 
the board,” Johnson said.

The board decided to hold a clean-up day 
in may so homeowners surrounding millers 
Creek can gather to pick up litter. The Pulido 
brothers, danny and Rene, said they would 
host a barbecue after the event. However, the 
board began to second guess this decision a 
month later during its meeting April 18 when 
resident Bobby Baker suggested clean-up day 
be held during Jacksonville’s “Fight Blight” ef-
fort for millers Creek and spring Park, July 30 
through August 5, when volunteers working 
with the city would be available to join in.

in the march 28 meeting, Johnson said, 
due to a scrivener’s error, the original 
ordinance 2014-700-e, needed to be 
amended because the number of board 
members was inconsistent within the 

legislation. during the meeting, the board 
voted to instruct the office of the General 
Counsel to list seven board members instead 
of five in the amendment. 

The board’s regularly scheduled meeting 
march 21 had been postponed until march 
28 at the request of Rene Pulido, board 
president, which may be one reason only 
four of seven board members attended. in its 
meeting April 18, only Johnson, derek Flint 
and Rene Pulido were present, causing the 
board to be unable to vote on any business. 
A quorum of four is needed for the seven-
member board to legally make any decisions.

in accepting a budget march 28, the board 
agreed to set the annual assessment at $3,000 
per property owner. some of the big-ticket 
items listed in the budget include $6,500 for a 
bathymetric survey, $14,261 for engineering 
fees, $10,000 for legal fees, and $15,000 to 
reimburse homeowners who ponied up 
money for first-year expenses. The board 
expects to raise $81,060 in assessed revenue 
and lists its total expected expenditures at 
$62,184.84, leaving a projected reserve of 
$18,875.60 to carry over to the next year.

The board also discussed two estimates 
from marine surveyors, degrove surveyors, 
inc. for $6,500 and a lower one from ARC 
surveying & mapping, inc., for $6,000. 
The cost will cover a determination of the 
amount of dredging needed in the creek. 
Board member Jonathan wright, who had 
solicited the proposals, said he leaned toward 
degrove’s proposal because they “got right 
back to me,” while he needed to “hound” 

the folks at ARC to get back to him. ARC 
presented their proposal only two hours 
before the march 28 meeting, he said. 

Following the discussion, wright 
agreed to attempt to negotiate a lower fee 
from degrove. However, when the board 
informally discussed the issue again on April 
18, with wright not present at the meeting, 
Baker, a professional civil engineer, suggested 
the board might use ARC because the quote 
was cheaper and they have done a lot of 
work with the Port of Jacksonville. 

“we are lucky Bobby is here to clarify his 
opinion,” said Johnson. “if we vote we may 
go with his recommendation next time we 
are all together.”

due to his engineering expertise, Baker 
also said he would be willing to work pro 
bono, saving the district a substantial 
amount of the $80-100,000 cost to oversee 
the results of the engineering survey 
by helping to shepherd it through the 
permitting process. “However, i want to be 
held harmless and have no liability if i do 
this,” he said, noting there was “a lot of risk 
and no reward.”

in both meetings it was noted that resi-

dents at mayfair Village Apartments have 
made “considerable progress” in cleaning up 
trash around the dumpster on their property 
after the board wrote concerning its effect 
on miller Creek. in the April 18 meeting, the 
board discussed writing a similar letter re-
questing the property manager at Plantation 
Condominiums clean up trash surrounding 
an overflowing dumpster near the creek.

Also discussed during both meetings was 
the recommendation to ask dr. Richard P. 
sollee and Attorney t. Geoffrey Heekin to 
voluntarily join the special tax district. Both 
men own property adjacent to the creek, but 
were not included among the 28 homeowners 
in the district when it was originally set up. 
sollee owns a dental practice at 3813 Atlantic 
Boulevard, bordering the creek. Heekin 
lives on morier street, near the mouth of the 
creek facing the st. Johns River. “i suggest we 
politely invite them to join,” said Rene Pulido, 
noting the dredging project will increase 
their property value by giving them access to 
navigable water. 

The next miller’s Creek special district 
meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m., monday, 
may 16 at Cuba Libre in st. nicholas. 

40th Annual Arts Awards Gala
A “boundless” celebration will be held saturday, may 7, 

at The Player’s Championship at sawgrass, where guests 
will mingle and rub elbows with the award recipients 
under the Benefactor tent, overlooking the 17th green, 
beginning at 6 p.m.

After an unveiling of the 40 most influential arts and culture icons of Jacksonville, 
performances and other cultural surprises are in store, in addition to live 
entertainment, dancing and artistically-designed menu by matthew medure, and 
specialty cocktails.

The 40 honorees, of which 32 hail from The Resident’s neighborhoods, include 
Carol Alexander, JF Bryan iV, shepard Bryan, Jr., John Bunker, Jane Condon, Jackie 
Cornelius, John delaney, John w. donahoo, iii, Jim draper, Jennifer Johnson duke, 
Cindy edelman, david engdahl, susan Greene, steve Halverson, Preston Haskell, 
Jacqueline Holmes, Kimberly Hyatt, Robert Jacoby, dolf James, France Kinne, Helen 
Lane, irene Lazzara, Al Letson, Betsy Lovett, Hope mcmath, Arthur milam, debra 
murphy, terrance Patterson, marcelle Polednik, Cinda sherman, Jay stein, Linda 
stein, mary Virginia terry, nikolai Vitti, Jim Van Vleck, delores Barr weaver, Robert 
Arleigh white, James winston, wayne wood and sam Vickers.

Photography by Renee Parenteau and others.
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oriental Rugs make way for new gas station
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

April 6, 2016 signaled the end of an era 
for oriental Rug House, a fixture on the east 
side stretch of Hendricks Avenue between 
dunkin’ donuts and Hendricks Avenue 
Baptist Church. A large track hoe and several 
industrial dumpsters were engaged to clear 
the property of trees and buildings on the 
three parcels, which had been longtime 
home to the rug store, and its neighbor, Big 
City detailing, inc., as well as a small cottage 
and storage shed in the rear of the property. 

in business for 25 years, oRH owner 
Chaman samuel and his son, Asef, were 
forced to close their location in december 
2015 after their landlord, Chase Properties, 
sold the trapezoid-shaped property at 
3973-3975 Hendricks Avenue to First 
Coast energy. The new owner plans to 
build a new daily’s dash gas station and 
convenience store across the street from a 
similar Gate gas station and convenience 
store on the thoroughfare between san 

Rugs and other debris were loaded into trucks April 6 as a worker sprays the site of the former Oriental Rug 
House with water to keep down the dust as First Coast Energy demolished several buildings on Hendricks 
Avenue in preparation for building a new Daily’s Dash location.

marco and mandarin.
The new daily’s will be designed to 

have eight double-sided fuel pumps – two 
each on four under-canopy fuel islands – 
and an approximately 5,000-square-foot 
convenience store, which will include 
dash food service operations, said 
Andrew Keith daw, an attorney for First 
Coast energy, in an email.

Construction is scheduled to begin in 
early may with the store expected to be 
opened in the early fall, he said.

First Coast energy had acquired the 
Hendricks Avenue property in december 
2015 from Chase Properties through a 
tax-free exchange with nsHe Hendricks 
LLC of tempe, Arizona, which served as 
an intermediary for the purpose of tax 
treatment, daw said in January. with the 
new location, the company intends to serve 
the north-south traffic pattern and san 
marco, he said.

The new gas station will be the second 
First Coast energy has built in the san 
marco area within a year. in January, the 

Jacksonville-based energy company opened 
another location in east san marco on 
Atlantic Boulevard near i-95. That station is 
meant to serve the east-west traffic pattern 
entering san marco from the overland 
expressway and st. nicholas.

the samuels cleared out their oRH 

store and placed their rug inventory 
into storage, said job site superintendent 
dennis smigelsky of C & R Contractors, 
which is part of First Coast energy. He 
said the rug merchants told him they 
had not yet found a new location or 
decided what to do.

Baptist Health opens emergency facility at town Center
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Residents of Jacksonville’s historic 
neighborhoods who undergo a medical 
emergency while shopping at the town 
Center will now have a place near the 
stores to get help.

on April 12, Baptist Health opened 
a new 16-bed emergency center at the 
st. Johns town Center, 4085 town 
Center Parkway, near the intersection of 
interstate 295.

The new facility will house two emer-
gency centers – Baptist emergency 
Center for adults and wolfson Children’s 
emergency Center for children – under 
one roof. each center will have eight 
examination rooms, with the rooms on 
the wolfson side specially designed with 
kid-friendly ocean-themed décor. Board-
certified emergency physicians and pedi-
atric specialists as well as specially trained 
pediatric nurses, respiratory therapists 
and radiology technicians are available at 
all hours to care for the minor and urgent 
needs of both adults and children. 

The new emergency facility is 17,030 
square feet and is located on 1.76 acres 

adjacent to the Gate gas station on town 
Center Parkway. it offers the same 24/7 
level of care found in a hospital emergency 
department. within the emergency center 
adult and pediatric patients will find a 
full complement of diagnostic services 
including a full-service laboratory, 
Ct scanner, ultrasound, X-ray and 
emergency transport. 

Baptist emergency town Center is 
strategically located so that patients 
needing treatment beyond the emergency 
center’s scope will find easy access to 
inpatient services at Baptist medical 
Center Beaches, Baptist medical Center 
Jacksonville, Baptist medical Center south 
or wolfson Children’s Hospital, all of 
which are nearly equal distance away.

“we saw a clear need for emergency 
care close to home for children and adults 
living in and around the st. Johns town 
Center area,” said darin C. Roark, admin-
istrator of emergency services for Baptist 
Health. “The town Center location also 
allows us to serve the needs of the growing 
university of north Florida campus and 
surrounding communities.”  

Wolfie, Wolfson Children’s Hospital mascot; Robert Hall, chairman of Baptist Health board of directors; Darin Roark, BSN, MBA, RN, administrator of emergency services 
for Baptist Health; Andrew Strange, RN, manager of Baptist Emergency Town Center; Hugh Greene, president and CEO of Baptist Health; Michael Aubin, hospital 
president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital; Skip Frantz, board chairman of Wolfson Children’s Hospital board of directors; Michael Mayo, hospital president Baptist 
Medical Center Jacksonville; Candice Ramesar, RN, BSN, MHA, director of pediatric emergency services for Baptist Health; Brandi Gilchrist, MD, medical director of 
Baptist Emergency Town Center.

Your San Marco Resident and Realtor!

www.janieboyd.com

904-881-4811
lindastrickland@comcast.net

Linda Strickland REALTOR® 

1042 Sorrento Rd • $380,000 4124 London Rd. • $290,000 
3/2, 1483 SF
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ArchitecturAl MAsterpiece 
•  4 beds/4.5 baths/5,963 sq. ft.
•  2 story grand atrium with glass roof 
•  Spectacular architectural details 
•  Newly updated kitchen 
•  Gated neighborhood  

& convenient location 
$899,900

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Visit me at 1983 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL

AnitaVining.com

Selling the Best 
of Jacksonville...

RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT

San Marco
tiMeless trAdition

•  4 beds/3 baths/3,170 sq. ft.
•  New renovations throughout 
•  Outdoor entertaining area & summer kitchen 
•  Large private backyard 
•  Close to A-rated Hendricks Elementary 

school district 
$675,000

San Marco

VAcAtion  
At hoMe 

•  5 beds/5 baths/4,012 sq. ft.
•  Beautiful backyard pool 
•  Large backyard 
•  Community playground area close by 
•  Walk to A-rated St. Johns County schools 

$574,900

BarTraM PLanTaTIon 
conVenient chArMer 

•  4 beds/3 baths/2,891 sq. ft.
•  Quiet and serene neighborhood 
•  Close to St. Johns River 
•  Beautiful backyard pool 
•  Split bedroom plan 
•  2-car attached garage

$442,500

ST. nIcHoLaS

SenSaTIonaL San Marco TreaSure
•   5 beds/4.5 baths/5,077 sq. ft.
•   Panoramic river views
•   Large spacious rooms

•   High ceilings  
& original wood beams

•   Private guest suite

Proud  
Supporter of:

$2,250,000

•   Covered boat lift 
•   Pool and spa  

duval principals form partnerships with pastors
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Local pastors from both sides of the river 
met with duval County principals to discuss 
how faith-based partnerships can benefit 
public schools and the churches that serve 
them during a “Partners in Progress” break-
fast April 8 at southside Baptist Church.

The meeting, which was sponsored 
jointly by transform Jacksonville and 
northeast Florida, southside Baptist 
Church in san marco and the duval 
County school district was a mandatory 
meeting for all school principals 
throughout the county, said southside 
Baptist senior Pastor Gary webber. 
speaking at the event were webber, 
dCPs superintendent dr. nikolai Vitti, 
Brandon mack, head of faith-based and 
community engagement at duval County 
schools, district 6 school Board member 
Becki Couch, and transform Jacksonville 
and northeast Florida representatives 
tom mcLeod and mandy Hidalgo.    

Also in attendance was district 3 school 
Board member Ashley smith Juarez.

speaking at the event were webber, 
Bishop George davis of impact Church 
in Arlington and Pastor Boyd Bettis 
of The district Church in Riverside, 
who have forged successful faith-based 
partnerships with four principals from 
area high schools. The principals, who 
also spoke, included englewood High 
school’s sara Bravo, woodland Acres 
elementary’s tiffany Fullwood, Ruth 

upson elementary’s dr. terri stahlman, 
and Robert e. Lee’s scott schneider.

the meeting was an opportunity to 
“get everyone in one room together,” 
said Vitti. the group acknowledged 
partnerships between the schools 
and churches that already exist and 
identified schools that lack a partnership 
with a local church. during the 
meeting, church representatives had the 
opportunity to sign on as partners with 
local schools in their communities.

in his opening comments, Vitti said 
through building relationships with the 
churches a safety net might be established 
to help the school system fill gaps in 
resources needed by children in the 
schools. many churches already supply 
canned goods, back packs, and school 
supplies as well as hands-on assistance by 
providing church volunteers to mentor 
and tutor students, he said. youth pastors 
connect with children, and the effort is 
about “synergy,” another way to fill gaps 
within the community.

Representing transform Jacksonville 
and northeast Florida, mcLeod said his 
organization’s initiative LoveJax 2020 
means to transform northeast Florida 
by instilling “neighborhood prayer 
evangelism,” – adopting and praying 
over every single street in the city so that 
“everyone in Jacksonville, young and old, 
can be authentically loved by at least one 
committed Christian by 2020.” 

According to the transform 
Jacksonville website, the vision of the 

spirit-based organization is to “see 
every street, neighborhood, school and 
workplace, blessed, lifted up in prayer, 
served and offered hope by the Body of 
Christ. the result will be a transformed 
community that is blessed, peaceful 
and prosperous, evidenced by high 
employment and graduation rates, and 
low crime and poverty.”

Hidalgo said transform Jacksonville was 
going to hold its “Pray for the schools of 
northeast Florida day” on sunday, Aug. 14, 
2016. An initiative that began in 2009, it is a 
day where Christian believers go to neigh-
borhood schools and say prayers over their 
campuses. Prayers for elementary schools 
will take place at 2 p.m., followed by prayers 
at middle schools at 3 p.m., high schools at 
4 p.m. and colleges at 5 p.m., she said. For 
more information, email info@tjnef.com.

Bravo, who was former principal of 
Landon middle school, joined webber 
in outlining the success of southside 
Baptist’s partnership with Landon. 
Church members mentor students, pray 
over Landon’s campus before the school 
year begins and find ways to provide 
encouragement to its faculty and staff.

Bettis joined schneider and stahlman 
in discussing the district Church’s 
partnership with Lee High school and 
Ruth upson elementary, two of four of 
the church’s faith-based partners. Bettis 
said the district Church partners with 
four different Jacksonville schools and 
holds services at Lee. 

“Principals and teachers are heroes 

for us,” Bettis said, while stressing the 
importance of approaching school officials 
without an agenda. “Ask them what they 
need,” he emphasized, adding once he 
approached the principal of sandalwood 
High school expecting she would want 
him to put on a teacher breakfast and 
discovered the school’s most dire need 
was disinfectant wipes. “we don’t need 
teachers funding wipes at sandelwood, so 
we brought them three cases,” he said.

Bettis said 12 percent of every dollar 
his church raises goes to supporting 
schools and planting churches.

“They (The district Church) take service 
beyond the sanctuary,” said stahlman, 
adding church members renovated the 
school grounds at Ruth upson twice this 
year and donated $2,500 to each of its 
school partners for the past two years in a 
row. “For us $2,500 is like a million,” she 
said. “it allows us to take care of so many 
things not covered in the budget.” 

schneider said the partnership with The 
district Church has been a “tremendous” 
help to Lee High school. Church members 
have helped by mentoring, feeding the 
football team, and purchasing black-out 
blinds for the school auditorium, where 
classes are often held. He also said the 
church recently helped send two worthy 
students who wouldn’t have been able to 
afford it, to work with the department 
of Justice for a couple of weeks in 
washington d.C., all expenses paid. “The 
district Church helps make miracles 
happen,” schneider said.
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Flagler Station Town Home-Private Preserve Lot
3 Bedrooms/2.5 Bathroooms, 2341 SQ. FT. $225,000 

5939 Tavernier Street

Spacious Open Floor Plan-Downstairs Master
6 Bedrooms/4.5 Bathrooms, 3755 SQ. FT. $330,000

7931 Dawsons Creek Drive 
Historic Homes 
to HigH rises

Historic 
Homes 

to  
High 
Rises

Close to San Marco Square  
with Spacious Living Areas Ideal for Entertaining

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Bathrooms/4168 Square Feet
$800,000

San Marco Pool Home  
with Tasteful Updates Throughout

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Bathrooms/3326 Square Feet
$715,000

Old San Jose on the River  
Former Model Carriage Home with River Views

3 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/1967 Square Feet
$494,000

Magnificent Vintage Colonial Estate  
with 124' of Frontage on St. Johns River

5 Bedrooms/3.5 Bathrooms/4199 Square Feet
$1,999,000

Beauclerc Beauty-Ideal  
for Large or Growing Family

5 Bedrooms/2.5 Bathrooms/2867 Square Feet
$320,000

Affordable Condo Nestled Between the Shoppes  
of Avondale and Five Points

2 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/990 Square Feet 
$150,000

Designed for Generous Space and Flexibility  
for Your Family or Lifestyle in Desirable Beauclerc
4 Bedrooms/3 Bathrooms + Multipurpose Room/ 

5th Bedroom/3121 Square Feet
$375,000

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1103155.1

See just how big your
savings could be.

Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars 
when you put all your policies together under our 
State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM

CALL ME TODAY.

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc 
Matt Carlucci, Agent 

3707 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Bus: 904-399-5544

Baptist Health rolls out renderings of new cancer center
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

nearly a year after announcing a 
partnership with the university of texas 
md Anderson Cancer Center, Baptist 
Health officials have rolled out renderings 
for a towering new cancer center to be 
built in north san marco, which they say 
will offer patients the best state-of-the-art 
cancer care in the country.  

in a public meeting sponsored by the 
san marco Preservation society April 4, 
officials from Baptist Health shared a video 
of their plans for the new Baptist md
Anderson Cancer facility slated for land 
bordered by Gary street, Children’s way, 
Palm Avenue and san marco Boulevard. 
designed by HKs Architects and Freeman 
white, a subsidiary of the Haskell 
Company, the massive glass-walled 
outpatient facility will encompass 250,000 
square feet of clinical, administrative and 
patient space as well as a 600-car garage.

Final plans for the new outpatient 
facility will be presented to the Land use 
and Zoning Committee tuesday, may 3. 
The City Council will consider approving 
the proposal during its upcoming meeting, 
tuesday, may 10. once the plan is 
approved, Baptist Health expects to break 
ground in late summer and open the new 
facility in early 2018.

Representing Baptist Health at the 
meeting were John wilbanks, executive 
vice president and chief operating officer; 
scott wooten, senior vice president and 

chief financial officer; Keith tickell, vice 
president of strategic Assets/Real estate; 
nicole Thomas, senior vice president of 
specialty services; Audrey moran, senior 
vice president of social Responsibility 
and Community Advocacy; and melanie 
Husk, senior vice president of marketing 
and communications.

Also representing the project were 
Frank Brooks, senior advisor and past 
chief executive officer of Freeman white, 
Ray spofford of england, Thims & miller, 
inc., Bill schilling of Kimley-Horn and 

Associates, and staci m. Rewis, attorney at 
law, Gunster Law Firm.  

in october 2015, Baptist Health began 
a partnership with the university of 
texas md Anderson Cancer Hospital in 
Houston, opening a version of the top 
texas facility in its existing outpatient 
Center on san marco Boulevard. By 
building a new facility for the Baptist md
Anderson Cancer Center across from its 
present location on san marco Boule-
vard, Baptist Health aims to become the 
southeastern region’s primary destination 

for cancer treatment, drawing patients 
from throughout the world, said Thomas. 
By replicating the model of md Ander-
son’s flagship hospital in texas, “patients 
will be able to get new treatment options 
without going to Houston,” Thomas said.

the new facility will house all the 
outpatient services a cancer patient 
needs including clinical oncology, 
radiology, imaging, infusion, research, 
physician offices and support services 
such as nutrition, care coordination, 

Rendering of the Palm Avenue entrance to the new Baptist MD Anderson Hospital, slated to be built on two city blocks in San Marco covering the area from Gary 
Street to Children’s Way and from Palm Avenue to San Marco Boulevard.

continued on page 7 >>>
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and genetic counseling. Hospital care 
and surgical operations, if needed, will be 
provided by the nearby Baptist medical 
Center Jacksonville on the southbank.

narrating a virtual video rendering, 
Brooks, a Freeman white senior 
architectural advisor on the project, took 
a group of more than 50 local residents on 
a tour of the towering glass structure and 
beautifully landscaped campus.

The main entrance to the facility will 
look out onto Palm Avenue, across the 
street from nemours Children’s specialty 
Care. A glass pavilion entrance will be at 
street level and allow visitors to look into 
an open-air courtyard and garden inside. 
everything about the building is designed 
to take advantage of natural light and an 
integration with nature, Brooks said.

The building will be stepped so that 
the tallest portion is in the center of 
the development with the portions 
closer to the street lower so they can 
be meticulously landscaped, visually 
interesting, and pedestrian-friendly, 
Brooks said. “The building is focused on 
views of Jacksonville,” Brooks said. “From 
it you will be able to look out on the river.”

on the east side of the new campus, 
running parallel with san marco 
Boulevard, will be a wide pedestrian 
walkway, incorporating the same brick 
sidewalk pattern and street lamps as the 
rest of san marco. The average ground 
floor setback from the city’s right of way 
will be 30 feet, he said.

“The facility aims to fit into the communi-
ty,” Brooks said. “we have taken many steps 
to ensure it is friendly to the environment.”

Ground floor walls of the facility along 
san marco Boulevard will be at least two 
stories and in some places as high as 28 feet, 
providing a barrier between the street and 
the center’s linear accelerators. The exterior 
will be architecturally pleasing, incor-
porating glass, artwork and plantings. in the 
center of the property will be a glass-walled 
tower, which at its tallest may extend up to 
12 stories. specifics about the height of the 
towers are still in the design process and a fi-
nal decision has yet to be made, Brooks said.

the part of the building facing the 

overland expressway and Gary Avenue 
will comprise a four-story, 600-car 
garage, which will overlap the  building 
and be used exclusively by patients and 
their families as well as the doctors who 
serve them. the garage will be screened 
so passersby will not be able to see the 
cars. Access to the garage will be 
available from both Palm Avenue and 
Gary street, and families dropping off 
patients at the Palm street entrance can 
swing immediately into the garage 
without getting back onto the street, 
Brooks said. Valet parking will also be 
available on site.

Additional parking for staff will be 
available off nira street and Flagler 
Avenue in a four-deck parking garage 
Baptist intends to build in the 

space where surface lot d currently 
exists. Baptist intends to keep a buffer of 
trees between the parking area and nira 
street, Brooks said. 

A triangular parcel on nira street 
between Flagler Avenue and the railroad 
tracks, which currently accommodates 
overflow parking, will be spiffed up into 
an attractive greenspace, said  tickell. 
“we will landscape it, but not put benches 
there. we want to beautify it without 
turning it into a residence,” he said.

An elegant sky-bridge spanning the 
distance between the current Baptist 
md Anderson Center and the new 
facility will be built to ensure pedestrian 
safety, Brooks said. “the bridge will be 
primarily glass and will glow at night,” 
Brooks said. “it will be of a neutral style 
linking the old and the new.”

A greenspace is planned for the corner 

of Gary street and san marco Boulevard 
that will soften the space and offer a 
“beautiful gateway” into san marco 
Village from i-95, he said. 

Perhaps the most interesting feature 
for san marco residents will lie on 
the opposite corner, where Children’s 
way and san marco intersect. in that 
space, Baptist plans to build a large 
pedestrian plaza with shade trees for the 
community to enjoy. 

“The plaza will be turned toward the 
community and doesn’t enter into the 
building,” Brooks said. “it’s the hospital’s 
gift to the community.” Baptist deliberately 
did not title the land to the city so that 
it can provide additional security in the 
area as well as use the space for “special 
occasions,” said wooten.

The plaza will consume the entire 
footprint of the existing warehouse, 
which currently sits across from the 
Kitchen on san marco and will tie into 
an eight-foot-wide multi-use bike and 
pedestrian path, which will run alongside 
the Baptist property from Palm Avenue to 
the railroad tracks, which intersect with 
nira street, Brooks said.

“the plaza will be a great way-station 
along the multi-use path, which will 

connect with King street and the 
district,” he said.

the multi-use path will be part of 
a greater southbank plan to provide a 
bicycle and pedestrian loop connecting 
the southbank Riverwalk with the 
district-Life well Lived, as well as a 
multi-use bridge across the st. Johns 
River adjacent to the Fuller warren 
Bridge, which the Florida department 
of transportation intends to build in 
a few years. to make access to Baptist 
md Anderson’s portion of the loop and 
Fdot’s multi-use path across the river 
safer for bicyclists and pedestrians, 
nemours Children’s specialty Care has 
ceded an easement behind its building 
so the two paths can be connected.

Adjacent to the multi-use path on 
Children’s way will be a loading/service 
area, which will be screened with a wall 
and vegetation so there will be “no visual 
impact,” said Brooks. Also on that side 
of the property will be some surface 
parking, which will be screened with 
landscaping, he said.

wooten projected Baptist md 
Anderson will employ more than 600 
“team members” over the next five years, 
each with average wage and benefits in 
excess of $100,000 per year. most of the 
new employees will be physicians and 
highly trained staff, he said. 

At this time, Baptist Health has no 
plans to build hotel accommodations for 
cancer patients and their families coming 
to the center from out of town, he said. 

“this is outstanding,” said one long-
time san marco resident as the meeting 
closed. “we need more new beautiful 
buildings like this in Jacksonville.”

Supporting
Local charities!

The Jacksonville Humane society provides care, comfort 

and compassion to animals in need while engaging the 

hearts, hands and minds of the community to bring 

about an end to the killing of abandoned and orphaned 

shelter animals. The Humane Society needs any and all 

pet food, blankets, towels, and toys.

JACKSONVILLE HUMANE SOCIETY

Please
Bring your donations to
our office located at:
2258 Riverside Avenue
904-813-7132
Jamesandsnider.com

www.AllAboutAvondale.com

steilberg@comcast.net

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Allison
steilberg

A top 10 reAltor, YeAr After YeAr

904.252.5181
1925 RiveR Road — WateRfRont! 

4BR/3.5BA, 3,497 SF with 2 Car Garage
An Architectural Classic

Live the Good Life on Lake Marco!  
•  Walk to the Park or to the movies in San Marco Square!
•  Sit on your Dock and Watch Manatees,  

go Paddle boarding or Kayaking
•  Jump on Your Boat and Head out to the St. Johns River 

for an evening cruise

There just aren’t many opportunities like this — Hurry! 

Call allison  
foR a PRivate shoWing at  

904-252-5181

JUST 
LISTED

“The plaza will be turned toward the community and 

doesn’t enter into the building. It’s the hospital’s gift to 

the community.” Frank Brooks, CEO Freeman White

“The facility aims to fit into the community. 

We have taken many steps to ensure it is friendly 

to the environment.”

Frank Brooks, CEO Freeman White
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Visitors to new mosH 
exhibit take flight
By Allison Perna
Resident Community News

A new outdoor exhibit is taking 
root at the museum of science and 
History (mosH) while its first visitors – 
butterflies – are taking flight.  

A meadow complete with newly 
released butterflies, sustainable plantings 
and irrigation practices on display is 
just one feature of JeA HydroLogic, an 
exhibit aimed at showing the importance 
of smart landscaping when it comes to 
water conservation. 

Another highlight of the exhibit is 
a 2,000-square-foot mural painted by 
Riverside artist shaun Thurston. The 
mural includes details from a single drop 
of water to the outer reaches of space. 
“shaun’s mural is visually striking, and his 
art reinforces the interconnectivity of the 

natural systems and the biodiversity we 
stand to lose if we don’t conserve and pre-
serve for future generations,” said maria 
Hane, executive director of mosH.

with the inclusion of a bog garden and 
a swale designed to manage water runoff, 
the project presents visitors with ideas to 
integrate in their own outdoor spaces. 

Project partners JeA, JtA, 
Greenscape, savage Brothers inc., shaun 
Thurston, sunbelt and The elements 
of mosH, a young professionals’ 
organization which drives community 
interest and support for the museum, 
hope the sustainable practices used 
in the exhibit will take root in the 
community. it’s a living, educational 
display that demonstrates how using 
water responsibly can be beautiful, fun, 
and smart, according to Paul mcelroy, 
JeA Ceo and managing director. 

Riverside artist Shaun Thurston in front of his 
largest mural yet, a piece commissioned as part 
of the MOSH’s new exhibit, JEA HydroLogic. 
Thurston said the mural took three weeks to 
complete, and he planned to add finishing 
touches after a ceremonial butterfly release on 
April 23 in the exhibit’s butterfly meadow. 

A newly released butterfly enjoys the meadow 
planted outside of MOSH as part of the JEA 
HydroLogic exhibit. The living outdoor exhibit 
encourages efficient water use for landscaping 
home lawns and gardens. 

Roman and Sutton Savage pose in front 
of a large mural by Riverside artist Shaun 
Thurston at MOSH’s new outdoor exhibit, JEA 
HydroLogic. 

muralist hired to beautify 
inwood terrace bulkhead
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

in an effort to combat graffiti and make 
the bulkhead near the st. Johns River at the 
end of their street beautiful, residents of 
inwood terrace have engaged an artist to 
paint several murals on the city right-of-way.

 nicole Holderbaum, an accomplished 
muralist who has painted other wall scenes 
throughout the city, has been selected to 
paint a variety of murals on the bulkhead 
near inwood Beach.

Holderbaum was one of two artists 
recommended by Jacksonville Cultural 
Council executive director tony Allegretti 
when he met several residents at the site 
in march. included at the meeting from 
inwood terrace were Jason Judge and his 
wife, Kelly dyess, norma Hagan and daryl 
Gottlieb and his wife, tessa. 

A graduate of both Alexander w. dreyfoos 
middle and High school of the Arts in west 
Palm Beach, Holderbaum, 25, made her way 
to Jacksonville five years ago. she majored in 
education at the university of north Florida 
for two years before dropping out to pursue 
art fulltime. A popular muralist who recently 
completed a kid’s panorama at st. Paul’s 
Catholic school in Riverside, Holderbaum 
said she is very excited to be hired to pretty 
up inwood Beach.

“i think she’s displayed her competence 
in the downtown art scene. we are very 
honored and excited to have her help us, 
and she is very excited about the project,” 
said daryl Gottlieb.

Although no date has been set for 
Holderbaum to start the project, Gottlieb 
said he expects her to begin the mural 
within the next month.

inwood terrace raised the money to pay 
Holderbaum through a crowdfunding site, 
established by Gottlieb. 

setting a goal of $2,500, the residents 
raised all that and $50 more in just a few 
days, thanks to small donations from 
several san marco residents and a large 
$1,500 gift, which put them over the top 
on April 15. Giving the hefty donation 
were former inwood residents Kevin 
and martha Jakab in the name of Kevin 
Jakab’s san marco law firm Jakab Law, 
PLLC. The Jakabs were long-time inwood 
terrace residents, having lived in two 
homes on the street for over 10 years 
before moving last year to the Granada 
subdivision in miramar.

“my wife and i got our start on inwood 
terrace, said Kevin Jakab. “when i read in 
The Resident about the problems they were 

having at the end of the road, we wanted to 
help out. we still have a lot of friends on that 
road. Anything good for inwood terrace and 
for san marco in general we are okay with. 
That’s where we got our start, and we just 
wanted to give something back.”

Holderbaum outlined her ideas for the 
array of murals in an email to daryl Gottlieb. 
According to her plan, the area will be 
divided into five sections. The first will be a 
“kid’s wall” on the left side of the bulkhead 
under norma Hagan’s fence.

“For this section i want to do an image 
of a turtle under water with other small sea 
creatures and starfish and coral, etc.,” she 
wrote. Local children will be asked to fill 
in her drawing with colors ranging from 
seafoam green, pink, salmon, light yellow, 
lighter green, turquoise. “it will be a great 
mix of colors that won’t be too contrasted 
and will set a very mellow tone for the wall,” 
wrote Holderbaum.

Also on the left side, further out where 
people sit to fish over the water, she plans to 
paint the area a lighter color of salmon/coral 
and possibly add palm leaves.

on the “Let it be” wall, where a mural 
already has been painted, she plans to 
paint over the existing picture with a 
colorful background of turquoise with a 
mandala pattern on top, while keeping 
the quote, “Let it Be” written around it in 
order to preserve the theme.

A water scene including dolphins and 
other aquatic animals will be painted on 
the bulkhead on the right side of the beach 
near the water, while a sunset image will 
transform the rough wall to the left and 
right of the stairs facing the river.

Gottlieb said several other artists have 
inquired about painting the bulkhead, 
including the Florida university student 
who painted the existing mural. He 
said he plans to have them consult with 
Holderbaum as to the form of the finished 
product. “nicole has no problem working 
with other local artists,” Gottlieb said, 
noting that no image is set in stone and 
everything is “subject to change.” “we 
chose her because we wanted someone we 
could give direction to,” he said.

once the murals are finished, the 
residents intend to cover them with 
an anti-graffiti coating to protect them 
from additional unwanted artwork. 
Gottlieb said the residents also intend to 
install benches on the beach site and are 
requesting donations from local nurseries 
of trellises and vines, which can be planted 
near Hagan’s wooden fence to help deter 
any unwanted graffiti in the future.

Nicole Holderbaum, muralist
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ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.  
FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE  REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, 

FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A PURCHASER OR LESSEE.

3958 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL 32217

LIFE BY THE RIVER FROM THE $400,000s

904.627.4762
PalazzoOnStJohns.com

Sales center and new designer models open daily

     
     

NEW

MODELS OPEN 

l Waterfront luxury residences
   available for move-in 
l Three and four bedroom floorplans
   available with private elevator
   entrance into each home

l Gated community with controlled
   access and private parking garage
l Located near Jacksonville’s San Jose
   and Mandarin neighborhoods

www.AnytimeFitness.com/gyms/609
(904) 731-7900

Anytime Fitness is  
located at 5613-2 San Jose Blvd., 

Jacksonville, next to Cruisers Grill in 
the Lakewood Shopping Center.

Are you ready for a Tremendous Transformation in May of 2016?

Darrell McKay served as a Healthcare Executive for 4 Medically 
based Fitness centers across the USA. He relocated to Jacksonville 
in 2004 to develop and design Brooks Health and Fitness with 
Dr. Brooks Brown. His passion is helping others make permanent 
life style changes that result in optimal health. Email questions:  
jacksonville@anytimefitness.com

Ask DarrellAsk Darrell

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

Submitted by Darrell McKay owner of Anytime Fitness Lakewood

www.exerciseismedicine.org

www.AnytimeFitness.com/gyms/609
(904) 731-7900
CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

Over the past (30+) years of employment with 4 Medical Fitness centers, I have witnessed 
successful clients lose significant weight in a healthy fashion and keep it off for a number of 
years. Why do some people experience success and others failure? Does your quest for trans-
formation come from desperation or inspiration? Are you choosing the right train of thought 
to keep you on track to a better station in life!

Here are 5 critical questions you must answer with brutal honesty!

1. Where am I now? Evaluate your current fitness level by answering these questions… 
Have you outgrown your wardrobe? Do you weigh more than 20% of your ideal weight? 
Have low energy? Elevated blood sugar levels? High blood pressure? Diabetes? Are fast 
foods your main menu? Does your activity comprise mostly of sitting, taking the elevator, 
parking close to your destination & your free time consumed by watching TV?

2. Where do I want to be? Run a marathon? Actively participate in grand-children’s lives?  
Come off medications? Avoid surgery? Walk without pain?

3. Why am I doing this?  The more important the “Why”, the more likely your success. One of 
our clients “Why” is to be an example to their children. This keeps them on track every day!

4. When am I going to do this? Many have the desire, but lack the motivation & 
commitment to begin. Their “When” never arrived.  

5. How am I going to do this? Hire an experienced coach who understands the scientific 
winning combination of nutrition, cardio & weight training. Work together to reach your 
transformation.

Ready for change this May? Send a one-page letter to jacksonville@
anytimefitness.com by May 21st, 2016. Answer questions 1-4.  We will 
select one winner to receive a (1) month Transformation package of 

coaching (Value of $750) Be honest with yourself.  Thanks!

4236 St. Johns Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32210
904.381.8686 • seventh-wonder.com • License No. MM 11850

We now offer a 
Membership  

Program!

Booking and 
Gift Certificates  

Available Online

Remember Mom this Mother’s day, Grandma, Sister and Aunts too!
Mother’s  

RetReat Package:
Call and reserve to receive

$35 OFF!
We are open  

on Mothers Day

Traffic change on River 
Road hits snag
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

no longer do visitors or fishermen 
have to worry about being swallowed up 
by a deep crevice as they stroll along the 
bulkhead in Riverfront Park.

the Jacksonville Public works 
department put a Band-Aid on the 
problem of its crumbling bulkhead when 
it used heavy equipment in late march 
to fill several holes along the River Road 
bulwark near Laverne street.

“Public works has advised that 
this was a bulkhead failure,” said City 
spokesperson tia Ford in an email. 
“Rwsm (Right of way and stormwater 
maintenance division) has provided 
a temporary repair as a precaution. A 
permanent repair project is planned,” 
she said.

district 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer 
said Rwsm used a “filter fabric” in the 
holes to help prevent a washout until 
permanent bulkhead replacement can be 
obtained. “Right now they are looking 
for funding,” she said. 

Boyer said she believes the installation 
of a fishing platform, which would extend 
from the bulkhead, might help prevent 
the grassy area along the cement shoreline 
from being pocked with holes. she plans 
to put the platform on the Florida inland 

City applies Band-Aid to holes in Riverfront Park

navigation district List (Find) for 
funding consideration next year.

Alley through-way stymies 
traffic solution

meanwhile, the quest to make the 
segment of River Road extending from 
Landon Avenue to Laverne street one-
way heading northbound has hit a major 
snag. while the city’s Public works 
department claims the directional 
change can be implemented in six weeks 
or less, nothing can be done until a 
solution can be worked out to prevent 
commuters from cutting through the 
alley behind the residences lining that 

portion of River Road.
“the issue is the alley,” said Boyer. 

“it doesn’t make sense to implement it 
without addressing traffic going through 
the alley.”

one solution would be to install gates 

on both ends of the alley with keypad, 
allowing the alley to be closed to anyone 
other than local residents. However, this 
is problematic because garbage trucks and 
other utilities need access to the alley. Also, 
because the buildings are independently 
owned, no homeowners association is 
available to take responsibility to maintain 
the gate, she said. 

All homeowners on both sides of the 
alley would have to be in agreement 
in order for a gate to be installed, said 
Boyer. “someone would have to accept 
responsibility for maintaining the gate or 
crossing arm,” she said.

 Another solution being explored is the 
possibility of installing a gate or crossing 
arm on the north end of the alley while 
keeping the south end open, Boyer said. The 
gate could open up automatically to allow 
residents and utility trucks to exit but would 
prevent traffic heading south from cutting 
through the alley. Currently Boyer said 
she has asked the san marco Preservation 
society to assist her in contacting the 
homeowners. “it takes leg work,” she said.

The Jacksonville Department of Public Works used heavy equipment to temporarily patch large holes 
along the bulkhead in Riverfront Park.



10   |    Resident Community news Residentnews.net   |   MAY 2016   

Go Jax: Churches join together to help others
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

more than 170 volunteers from 11 local 
churches and faith-based organizations 
came together April 23 as part of Go 
Jax 2016, an effort to mobilize multiple 
churches to bless the community and 
neighborhoods in the name of Jesus. 
spearheaded by southside Baptist Church 
in san marco, the volunteers performed 
community service work for 10 nonprofit 
organizations and schools in the san 
marco area.

“it was a great day of people from 
different church denominations coming 
together and working for Christ. That 
was the coolest thing about it,” said event 
organizer Vickie Harrelson, director of 
mobilization at southside Baptist Church.

included among the churches 
participating in Go Jax this spring were 
southside Baptist Church, southside 
Karen Baptist Church in san marco, 
TheCity.Church in san marco, epoch 
Church of Jacksonville, south Jacksonville 
Presbyterian, southside Assembly of God 
in san marco, ephphatha deaf Assembly 
of God in st. nicholas, Faithbridge 
Baptist Church, ironman outdoors 
ministry and Kim’s open door. Builders 
Care, a charitable arm of northeast 
Florida Builders Association, also helped 
and donated construction materials to be 
used on the projects.

during the day, the volunteers fanned 
out throughout Jacksonville doing good 
works for community organizations 
which needed help with special projects. 
specifically, the volunteers landscaped 
the grounds and painted more than 40 

trash receptacles at englewood High 
school; performed yard work, added 
plants and mulch, made exterior repairs 
and painted the exterior and interior 
of ephphatha deaf Assembly of God 
Church in st. nicholas; helped revitalize 
the sanctuary and fellowship hall as 
well as classrooms at epoch Church 
by removing old carpeting, painting, 
removing wall paper, and pressure 
washing the outside of the building and 
sidewalks; sorted food in the warehouse 
for distribution at Feeding northeast 
Florida; prepared bag lunches for Go 
Jax participants at southside Baptist 
Church; counted inventory, packed and 
organized books in the media room 
at Julia Landon College Preparatory 
school; cleaned the Larsen outreach 
Center in Larsen Acres; performed 
various cleaning and construction duties 
at The Pulse ministries in spring Park; 
washed windows for senior citizens at 
multiple locations; and prayed for the 
volunteers specifically during the busy day.

several pastors and church leaders were 
seen working during the event including 
southside Baptist senior Pastor dr. Gary 

Lee webber, southside Assembly of God 
Pastor milton dykes, Thu Lai mu, pastor 
of southside Karen Baptist Church, Blake 
Bennett, pastor of TheCity.Church, Rev. 
dr. Bruce Hedgepeth, pastor of south 
Jacksonville Presbyterian Church, ed 
wolanski, pastor at the Pulse ministries, 
Kim Bogart, ministry head of Kim’s 
open door, an outreach ministry 
for at-risk kids, and Pat Bridgemen, 
Larry Johnson, matt Lasonde and 
Austin Helmers, who are all deacons at 
southside Baptist Church.

Also volunteering at the event were 
Carolyn Aponte, vice principal at Julia 
Landon College Preparatory school, 
sara Bravo, principal of englewood High 
school, as well as several englewood 
students and teachers, and Justin 
Brown of Builder’s Care, which donated 
building materials as well as cabinets to 
the Pulse ministries.

Another Go Jax weekend is planned 
for saturday, october 15, and all area 
churches are invited to join in the fun, said 
Harrelson. “if we can make it bigger, it 
would be great. it’s all about spreading the 
Good word,” she said.

Praying for the volunteers were Cheryl Barker, Southside Baptist Prayer 
Ministry Coordinator Dolores Britt and Dot Lewis.

Helping to clean the Larsen Outreach Center were Pat Bridgeman (left) of Southside 
Baptist Church and several members of Southside Karan Baptist Church of San 
Marco. Back: Christ Moo, Ler Puch Htoo, Say Win. Front: Saw Moo, Bu Gay, Eh Lo.

Working “behind the scenes” at Julia Landon College 
Preparatory School in San Marco were GO Jax 2016 
volunteers Carolyn Aponte of Landon, Blake and Cierra 
Bennett and Lacy Thompson of TheCity.Church, Cindy 
Graves of Southside Baptist Church. Front: Mary Ann Lindsay 
of South Jacksonville Presbyterian and Meghan Garner of 
TheCity.Church. The crew organized textbooks and helped 
inventory materials to prepare for the next school year.

Jill Campbell of South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church 
and Tish Renninger of Southside Baptist make lunches for 
the GO Jax volunteers.

Ben Fox of Southside Assembly of 
God Church uses a drill on the
Ephphatha Deaf Assembly of God
Church in St. Nicholas.

8727 San Jose Boulevard • Jacksonville
(904) 733-7078 • www.TheTempleJacksonville.org

We will be honoring  
the men and women  

who have worn  
an armed services  

uniform.

MAY 27 at 7 P.M.

Congregation
Ahavath  
Chesed

Everyone  
is always  
welcome!

GIFT CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE!
The gift of dance is what Mom really wants!

• Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www. ballroomblissdance.com

Ask about our introductory $59 dance package

3660 Windmoor Drive
One of the last available large 
riverfront (146') lots with easy 

access to the schools along 
San Jose Blvd. Build your dream 

home in a gated community 
on a high bluff with expansive 

views of the St. Johns River. 
MLS#812211

$1,750,000

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670, POnte Vedra BeaCh, Fl 32082
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Selling the Best of the First Coast Lifestyle



Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Anna Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 545-7679

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®

904-599-3429

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 
(904) 708-2423

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®

305-331-6518

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®

904-608-5481

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

The #1 Metropolitan Real Estate Company  
with Offices in San Marco Square  

and The Shoppes of  Avondale

www.SanMarcoHomes.com
Call (904) 739-0717

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

© 2015

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®

(904) 838-3920

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®

(904) 540-7672

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®

(904) 704-1576

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Heather Buckman
REALTOR®

(904) 233-6755

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

4143 DOVER RD
3/2-1,849 sqft. SOLD by Lynne Ferguson and 
Margee Michaelis. This one exceeds all expectations! 
Beautiful all brick bungalow boasts newer kitchen 
with stainless steel appliances (Feb. 2015), 
brick flooring.

1619 RIVER OAKS RD
2/1-1,212 sqft. SOLD by Camilo Ramirez. Great 
opportunity to own the most adorable 2/1 in the 
heart of San Marco. Location, location, location! This 
charming bungalow is full of character and a short 
walk to San Marco Square.

9144 BAY COVE LN
3/2/1-2,099 sqft. SOLD by Laura Wesson. Looking 
for the next property to plant your ‘’Secret Garden’’? 
Move in ready home, just unpack your thing’s. 
Spacious living room opens into both the dining 
room and family room.

6416 WESLEYAN RD
3/2-1,670 sqft. SOLD by Lisa Nguyen. Well-loved 
Lakewood home has many up-dates and features. 
Hardwood flooring except bathrooms and sun/family 
room which has comfy carpeting.

7015 SALAMANCA AVE
3/2-2,080 sqft. SOLD by Anita Vining and Lynne 
Ferguson. Welcome home to this renovated, San 
Jose home with a fabulous floor plan and beautiful 
rooms filled with natural sunlight. Separate living, 
dining & family rooms.

1830 EPPING FOREST WAY SOuTh - $1.450MM
5/5/2-5,632 sqft. Walk into this beautiful 2 story 
home custombuilt and lovingly cared for by current 
owners. Gorgeous hardwood floors throughout 
entire first floor. Awesome floor plan featuring 
multiple living spaces.

1025 ORIENTAL GARDENS RD - $790,000
4/4/1-4,168 sqft. Great opportunity for large or 
growing family to move into the San Marco area. 
This well-maintained one owner home boasts 
spacious living areas ideal for entertaining, 
hardwood floors throughout and split bedrooms.

1922 RIVER RD - $2.250MM
5/4/1-5,077 sqft. Live in the heart of San 
Marco and experience one of Jacksonville’s 
Top Rated neighborhoods. Stunning Tudor style 
riverfront has been tastefully restored and offers 
updated floorplan.

2957 BRIDLEWOOD LN - $375,000
4/3-3,121 sqft. Designed for generous space & 
flexibility for your family or lifestyle, this updated 
Beauclerc home located on almost a half acre offers 
a fabulous open floor plan. The light & bright family 
room w/cathedral ceilings.

2326 LAuREL RD - $1.179MM
5/3/1-4,284 sqft. This stunning Georgian style home 
has mesmerizing curb appeal seated on an amazing 
tree-filled lot is located within walking distance of 
San Marco Square and St. Johns river.

2834 FOREST CIR - $685,000
5/4-3,857 sqft. Fantastic location on prime street 
in Beauclerc-FOREST CIRCLE! Built in 1999 this 
lovely, meticulously maintained brick 5Bed/4Bath 
home is nestled amongst magnificent oak trees and 
beautiful homes.

4453 GLEN KERNAN PKWY EAST -$1.440
5/6/1-5,011 sqft. Stunning home by Whitehurst 
Builders on gorgeous lot with golf and water views 
overlooking the 11th hole. Great curb appeal, 
paved circular driveway, stately columns, lavish 
landscaping, upstairs balcony and covered lanai.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 3602 - $1.8MM
3/3/1-4,244 sqft. Penthouse Perfection at The 
Peninsula! First time offering of this extremely rare 
NW Penthouse. You know you are in a special place 
the moment you step off the elevator into your 
private foyer!

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 2906 - $475,000
2/2-1,649 sqft. The height of luxury living!! Most 
desired floor plan 2/2 with large den for the modern 
work/live lifestyle! Sunny, expansive East river views 
from all living areas and bedrooms!

9193 BAY COVE LN - $320,000
5/2/1-2,867 sqft. Located in desirable Beauclerc 
& on over a half acre corner lot, this all brick 
home offers spacious living areas ideal for large 
or growing family. Fabulous kitchen boasts 
granite counters.

2311 LAuREL RD - $1.350MM
5/4/1-5,482 sqft. ONE OF A KIND! Own this historic 
and famous San Marco Estate home. All brick rich 
with detail and original architectural appointments. 
Built in 1938 by Morris Wolfson (founder of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital).

LISTED AND SOLD BY uS

LISTED AND SOLD BY uS LISTED AND SOLD BY uS

LISTED AND SOLD BY uS

LISTED AND SOLD BY uS

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399
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Biofeedback and Associates provides 
neurofeedback and biofeedback 
training which teaches you to manage 
your brain and body. It can improve 
how you think, feel, and function.
We can help you manage brain 
imbalances with specialized biofeedback 
and neurofeedback training programs. 
This training allows you to improve health 
and wellness by tapping in your body’s 
natural healing abilities.

THESE TECHNIQUES CAN HELP:
• Improve concentration
• Stabilize mood
• Improve sleep
• Improve memory
• Increase relaxation
• Increase sports performance
• Increase academic performance
• Increase energy levels
• and more.…

MANAGE BRAIN 
IMBALANCES with 
BIOFEEDBACK

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES OF NORTHEAST
FLORIDA, INC.

904.646.0054 • Biofeedbackassociates.com • Most Insurances Accepted

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

2844 Wood Valley Court – Stately brick colonial 
home set amid sheltering oaks on a cul-de-sac in 
San Jose. Formal living and dining rooms, spacious 
family room with fireplace and kitchen with adjoining 
breakfast room overlooking the pool. The downstairs 
bedroom makes a marvelous in-law suite with ensuite 
bath, large walk-in closet, built-in cabinets and shelves 
and private entrance. $390,000

3529 Beauclerc Wood Lane West – This 
magnificent columned brick home with majestic oaks 
lining the drive features six bedrooms, five full and two 
half baths, over 6,000 square feet, formal living and 
dining rooms, family room with wet bar, two owner’s 
suites, a 64-foot bonus room and views of the St. Johns 
River from most rooms. Dock with boathouse, water, 
electric, phone and cable. $1,597,000

4163 Alhambra Drive West – Mid-century ranch 
on a very secluded cul-de-sac in Granada features four 
bedrooms, three full and two half baths, living and dining 
rooms, family room with built-in cabinetry and shelves 
for TV and books, very large kitchen with island and 
adjoining breakfast room with vented gas grill, wood 
floors under carpet and a secluded patio on the back 
yard. Great for a growing family! $650,000

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

4244 San Jose Boulevard – This beautiful historic 
home on one acre+ in San Marco offers 143 feet on 
the St. Johns River. Amenities include four bedrooms 
and three full and one half baths in the main house, 
plus a very large guest room with bath over the 
three-car garage; fireplaces in living, dining and 
family rooms; pool; covered decks; and much more! 
$1,550,000

Local celebrities dance for the kids
nine local celebrities, among them 

Jake Gordon of san marco and Florida 
state Representative Charles mcBurney 
of san Jose, will pair with professional 
dancers from A social Affair dance 
studio for the annual dancing with 
the stars benefit for the Jacksonville 
Children’s Chorus.

Gordon, Ceo of downtown Vision, 
inc., said he hasn’t really ever danced prior 
to being recruited for the fundraiser. 

“For me, this endeavor is the definition 
of ‘pushing yourself ’ and ‘being out of 
your comfort zone,’” said Gordon. “Just 
being in the studio has been an eye-
opening experience. i already have a 
whole new appreciation for professional 
dancers of any kind!”

The busy executive said it’s been 
difficult to find time for the nearly 50 
hours of dance instruction he expects to 
put in prior to the June 4 benefit at the 
Jacoby symphony Hall.

“it’s been more difficult than i expected 
to make the time to focus on dance. you 
really have to work on your routine,” he 
said. “i have been working at least two 
to three times a week for at least an hour 
since February [with his professional 
partner Ruhiyyih mcKinley].”

Reflections needed 
for San Marco 
Birthday book

to commemorate san marco’s 90th 
birthday celebration, silent e Publishing is 
putting together a special birthday book. 
Longtime san marco residents, former 
residents and business owners are invited 
to write up memories about living in san 
marco in the past or present, or reflections 
about the future, which may be considered 
for inclusion in the publication. 

Also included in the work will be 
information about san marco’s history 
and important lists detailing information 
about the schools and churches over the 
last 90 years.

Those who love san marco and are 
willing to share their thoughts and 
feelings as it celebrates its first 90 years are 
encouraged to participate. 

submissions from all ages are welcome. 
entries should be a maximum of 300 
words and should be sent to book@
mysanmarco.com for consideration. 
The deadline for submission is saturday, 
may 30. if your contribution is selected 
for publication, you will be contacted so 
appropriate releases can be obtained. For 
further information contact George Foote 
at george@mysanmarco.com.

other celebrities in the competition 
are deanna Brown, co-founder, ullmann 
Financial Group; nancy Chartrand, 
chair of The Chartrand Foundation; 
Keith Copeland, software consultant 
and volunteer with Renaissance Jax; 

Downtown Vision CEO Jake Gordon

melanie Cost, director of financial and 
media relations for CsX; Jill evans, 
civic and philanthropic volunteer; dane 
Grey, president, elite Parking services 
of America, and Annie tinker, prenatal/
postpartum fitness trainer and doula.

State Representative Charles McBurney

san marco doctor named Baptist 
structural Heart director

nationally known interventional cardi-
ologist Ruby satpathy, m.d., FACC, FsCAi, 
of san marco, has been named director of 
Baptist’s new structural Heart program.

satpathy recently joined Baptist Heart 
specialists and will work with the health 
center’s new Valve Clinic, which will provide 
comprehensive minimally invasive treatment 
for conditions impacting valves of the heart.

A former assistant professor at Creighton 
university in omaha, nebraska, satpathy 
served as director of both the Valve Clinic 
and structural Heart Program at Catholic 
Health initiatives (CHi) Alegent Creighton 
Heart and Vascular institute. she was also 
a co-chair of the transcatheter Heart Valve 
Therapy Committee for national CHi. 

she started the Valve Program at Alegent 
in 2010, where she was the first in nebraska 
to perform numerous heart valve procedures 
with a catheter inserted through the femoral 
artery/vein in the leg instead of open-heart 
surgery. satpathy also performed omaha’s 

first transcatheter aortic valve replacement 
(tAVR) procedure in 2012 as well as 
nebraska’s first percutaneous mitral valve 
repair (mitraClip) in 2014.

Dr. Ruby Satpathy
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san marco realtor to serve 
on national council

Camilo Ramirez, a realtor in the san 
marco office of Berkshire Hathaway 
Homeservice Florida network Realty, has 
been chosen as one of 15 innovative, top-
producing agents to serve on the company’s 
national Rethink Council. 

“it is important that all our agents 
understand the needs of this younger 
generation of buyers so we can deliver 
the high level of service that is expected 
from a brand like Berkshire Hathaway 
Homeservices,” said Ramirez. “we are 
working to ensure the industry has a strong 
next generation of agents who can deliver 
stellar service to the growing pool of the 
home buyers and sellers for years to come.”

during his two-year term, Ramirez will 
create resources and tools to enhance the 

Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices network 
and provide feedback, as well as brand 
leadership, to affiliates around the country.

Camilo Ramirez

Commodore trainer heads change 
of command at epping Forest

The sun was on the cusp of setting when 
the epping Forest yacht & Country Club 
held its 28th Annual Change of Command 
ceremony April 1. during the picturesque 
evening ritual, which was held alongside the 
st. Johns River, immediate Past Commodore 
dennis e. Guidi saw his burgee come down 
only to be replaced by the flag of incoming 
Commodore John e. trainer, Jr., Ph.d.

Formerly President and Head of school at 
The Bolles school, trainer, who has a doc-
torate in zoology, is currently employed by 
Jacksonville university as a senior develop-
ment officer for university advancement.

The colorful event, which was attended by 
many former epping Commodores as well as 
Commodores from other st. Johns River sail-
ing organizations, marked a changing of roles 
for epping’s flag officers and board members. 

serving under trainer will be Vice 
Commodore Alex Harrison and Rear 
Commodore Hillary Almond. Fleet captain 

Victor Barbe and board members Annie 
tutt, Holly Rosenbloom, nathan moore, 
morgan teichert and George Henley were 
also recognized. tutt and Rosenbloom said 
they were especially excited to be named 
to the yacht club board, having also served 
together previously on the board of their 
sorority Kappa delta when they were 
undergraduates at the university of Florida 
in Gainesville. 

Former Commodore Rut Lyles, who 
is father to Almond, served as master of 
ceremonies. Pastor Robert Hale of st. mark’s 
Lutheran Church in san marco opened the 
ceremony with a prayer.

Also in attendance was club founder Herb 
Peyton and several executives with Gate Hos-
pitality, including steven Jones, vice president 
of food and beverage, Joan sykora, vice presi-
dent of membership, dale Haney, president 
of Gate Hospitality and dan Cook, general 
manager of epping Forest yacht Club.    

Incoming Commodore John Trainer, Jr. is congratulated by Immediate Past Commodore Dennis Guidi after the 
Change of Command ceremony at Epping Forest Yacht Club April 1.

1990 San Marco Blvd • 904-396-2249 • www.thesnob.biz
Now accepting art dealers for new location!

Great selection of designer clothing, shoes, and handbags.  
Shop Chanel, Hermes, Gucci, Louis Vuitton and more.

Your Favorite Luxury Consignment
Mother’s Day Gift CertifiCates available!
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Visit Jane and all her properties 
at www.janebracken.com 

904-982-0905
jane.bracken@era.com

4540 Southside Blvd, Ste 902
Jacksonville, FL 32216

221 Manuel Court
5,300 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 3 baths / 2 half baths

$999,000

Jane K. Bracken
Broker AssociAte

Find Your Dream Home

549 Bridge Creek Drive
4,735 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 4.5 baths

$710,000

1287 Wolfe Street
2,040 sq ft / 3 bedrooms / 2 baths

$339,000

Mandarin Riverfront
3,751 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 3.5 baths

$930,000

4208 Oro Place
2,901 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 2.5 baths

$459,000

1214 Northwood Road
2,796 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 3.5 baths

$440,000

Avondale Home
3,262 sq ft / 3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths

$590,000

Listed and Sold by Jane Bracken

Top 
Agent 
2015!

Florida senator 
honored by 
Chamber

senator Aaron Bean is among 14 
Florida legislators who were honored 
by the Florida Chamber of Commerce 
with the 2016 Florida Chamber 
distinguished Advocate award. 
senator Bean was chosen because 
he cast the lone vote in committee 
against special interest groups’ efforts 
to worsen Florida’s legal climate, 
already ranked 41 in a national survey 
about lawsuit abuse. 

“the Florida Chamber and their 
members remain committed to 
fixing Florida’s bottom-10 legal 
climate,” said senator Bean. “i am 
proud to stand with the Florida 
Chamber and am honored to receive 
a distinguished Advocate Award. we 
win as a team.”

the Florida Chamber distinguished 
Advocate award recognizes lawmakers 
who fought tirelessly for the passage 
of pro-business legislation – no 
matter what the cost – and furthered 
the Florida Chamber’s goals of 
securing Florida’s future through job 
creation and economic development.

the Florida Chamber released 
actual grades for all 160 members of 
the Florida Legislature on their 2016 
Legislative Report Card. senator Bean 
received an “A” grade. He was one of 
30 senators to receive the high mark. 

senator Aaron Bean serves Florida 
senate district 4 which includes nassau 
County and parts of duval County. 

Senator Aaron Bean symphony oboist performs with english chamber music group
Jacksonville symphony Principal 

oboist eric olson, of san marco, played 
with the Adderbury ensemble, a chamber 
music group visiting from oxford, 
england. They capped off three evening 
performances in Jacksonville with a noon 
concert April 11 at the main Library.

“This was, of course, by far the smallest 
venue they played while in the area...but 
it may have been the most memorable!” 
said Rod morris, fundraising chairman 
for the san marco Chamber music 
society, which will travel to oxford in 
June for similar performances.

during the last piece in the concert, the 
fire alarms began to sound and the library 
was evacuated. Library personnel did not 
know what triggered the alarm, but there 
was no damage.

“i was in the rear of the audience near 
the door when the alarm sounded. i 
found it amazing that, in spite of all the 
flashing lights and sirens, that absolutely 
no one left the room until they gave the 
musicians a long, well-deserved standing 
ovation,” said morris. “They were truly 
recognized and appreciated for their 
performance.” 

The san marco Chamber society 
is currently raising funds for its tour 
and are at the $7,000 mark of the 
$20,000 needed. to donate, visit www.
sanmarcochambermusic.org/england-
tour-.html or contact morris at (904) 
230-4114 or rod.morris@comcast.net to 
become a sponsor.

Adderbury Ensemble members Vanessa McNaught, Jenny Sacha, Martyn Jackson, Jacksonville Symphony 
oboist Eric Olson, and Chris Windass, Jane Fenton, also with Adderbury Ensemble.

Gabriel House of Care celebrates 5th anniversary with Cuban flair
A Cuban flavor was in the air at the tPC 

Clubhouse at sawgrass Players Club as more 
than 320 donors turned out to celebrate the fifth 
anniversary of the Gabriel House of Care April 
16. Coordinating with the theme, An evening in 
Havana, women glittered in their tropical best as 
men donned straw fedoras and Panama hats.

special guests were Jorge Bacardi and his wife, 
Leslie, and eric and Grace Gregory with their 
sons, John and Colin. Jorge received a double-lung 
transplant at mayo in march 2008, thanks to the 
organ donation of the Gregorys’ son, Christopher 
mark, who suffered a fatal brain aneurism when 
he was 19. supremely grateful, Bacardi made a gift 
to the mayo Clinic for the construction of a new 
hospitality house on mayo’s west campus. nancy 
Kennedy presented the 2016 Christopher mark 
Gregory Angel of Hope award to June Levin.

“For us to pack out the tPC Clubhouse is an accomplishment 
for a small new nonprofit that’s only five years old,” said Valerie 

Callahan, executive director. “This annual fundraiser is a 
tremendous way to make people more aware of the work we do 
for our transplant and oncology patients.”

Jorge and Leslie Bacardi with Geraldine Farrugia and her husband, Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, CEO of 
Mayo Clinic Florida.
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San Marco 
orthodontist 
celebrates fifth 
anniversary

An orthodontist for 15 years, dr. 
Leandra dopazo has enjoyed making 
smiles straighter and brighter at her 
practice, dopazo orthodontics in san 
marco, for the past five years.

taking over a practice started 
by the late dr. Bob uible 40 years 
ago, dopazo offers a full slate of 
orthodontic services and enjoys being 
able to make a positive impact in the 
lives of her patients of all ages.

“i feel blessed to be serving this 
amazing community,” dopazo said. 
“it’s great to see so many former 
patients returning to the practice for 
treatment of their own children. i 
am thankful for our patients and for 
being surrounded by a fun, caring 
and skilled staff. we will continue to 
strive to provide the best orthodontic 
care and are looking forward to many 
more anniversaries.”

Dr. Leandra Dopazo

six honored by Girl scouts for accomplishments
nearly 450 people attended the 27th 

annual women of distinction signature 
fundraiser event at the Jacksonville 
marriott on April 7, honoring six women 
for their professional accomplishments, 
service to others and community impact.

The event, which moved from its 
former luncheon to an evening gala with 
entertainment, raised $130,000 to continue 
the mission of building girls of courage, 
confidence and character. Jan Lipsky was 
chair for the event, which was founded in 
1990 by martha Barrett and teala Johnson, 
longtime community activists.

The honorees included debbie Buckland, 
market president for Branch Banking & 
trust Company, Leadership Jacksonville 
Class of 2009, woman of influence Award 
2006; Cheryl Bryan, active volunteer and 
philanthropist, and former educator at 
The episcopal school of Jacksonville, 
eVe Lifetime Achievement Award 2012; 
stephanie Cost, First Lady of Jacksonville 
university, board member for Ju Career 

development Center, Ronald mcdonald 
House and the Cathedral Arts Project; Vickie 
Cavey, director of strategy development and 
execution at JeA, Leadership Jacksonville 
Class of 2007, woman of influence Award 
2007; Heather duncan, regional director of 
external affairs for At&t Florida, woman 

Girl Scouts of Gateway Council CEO Mary Anne Jacobs with honorees  Cheryl Bryan, Heather Duncan, 
Velma Monteiro-Tribble, Debbie Buckland, Stephanie Cost and Vickie Cavey, John Andrews, COO, Girl 
Scouts of Gateway Council

of influence Award 2008, board member of 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce; and 
Velma monteiro-tribble, director of grants 
and programs at Florida Blue Foundation, 
board member of the Jacksonville urban 
League, women’s Giving Alliance, Ritz 
Chamber Players. 

Business leaders named for Gator Bowl sports chair, chair-elect
Gator Bowl sports announced 

its leadership for the upcoming 
year, naming david Boree, 
president of w.w. Gay 
mechanical Contractor, inc., 
to serve as the 2016 chairman 
of Gator Bowl sports. Boree 
will preside over all three 
Gator Bowl sports entities, 
the Jacksonville sports 
Council, taxslayer Bowl and 
JAXsPoRts Charities.

david Long, president of miller 
electric Company, will serve as 
chairman-elect. other officers 
include Rick Catlett, president/
Ceo of Gator Bowl sports; scott 
mcCaleb, vice president, Vulcan 
materials Company, will serve as 

David Boree

secretary; scott Keith, regional 
president, BB&t, will serve as 
treasurer, and Heather duncan, 
regional director of external 
affairs for At&t Florida will 
become immediate past chair.

The Jacksonville sports 
Council (JAXsPoRts) focuses 
on generating economic impact 
and growth through professional, 
amateur and youth sports. The 
taxslayer Bowl brings in more 
than $14 million for the local 
economy as the second longest 
running Jacksonville event. 
JAXsPoRts Charities has also 
been invested in the community 
for over 70 years, with a charitable 
focus on youth initiatives.

David Long

4453 Glen Kernan 
ParKway east

new on the Market 
5 Bed 6.5 Bath. Stunning home 

on gorgeous lot!

$1,440,000

904.707.6548
3627 st. Johns avenue

Jacksonville, Florida 32205

www.jaxrealestatesuccess.com | susan.tuohy@bhhsfr.com

sUsan FUller tUOHy | realtOr®, GrI

2834 FOrest  
CIrCle 32257 

new on the Market 
5 Bed 4 Bath. Beautiful brick home 

in fantastic location!

$669,000
*Does not include haircuts. Not valid 
with any other offers, discounts, or 
already discounted (VIP) services. By Appointment Only - Call Today

10%
 

 BATH ONLY &
 DESHED ONLY   

 SERVICES

OFF

4424 Hendricks Ave. (Miramar Shopping Center)904.683.7077

Over 1200 
Fresh Cars 
NOW IN 
STOCK! 

Need a Part? 
FIND IT HERE!

Check our Website 
for Current Inventory!
LKQPickYourPart.com

WE BUY CARS
Do you have an unwanted vehicle?

We take care of all the paperwork! Pick up available. Licensed. 
10950 Normandy Blvd. (5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227
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During a life-threatening emergency, 
while restorative techniques are being 
applied a well-maintained ambulance 
plays a critical role in transporting pa-
tients to the hospital.

For more than 30 years, Century Am-
bulance has depended on Earnest Air & 
Automotive, Inc. to maintain its fleet, and 
owner Kenny Earnest’s motto – We spe-
cialize in anything from fleets to families 
– couldn’t be more appropriate.

Automotive maintenance is all Earnest 
has known and done. After graduating from 
Sandlewood High School, Earnest went to 
work for Chrysler Dodge, where he became 
a master technician and turned “a ton of 
industry training” into business for himself.

“It started as a mobile unit, and I would go 
on locations to fix the cars and ambulances,” 
said Earnest. “As my clientele grew, I knew I 
needed to expand my team and equipment. 
So I could be the best in the business, I 
decided to open a brick and mortar.”

Century Ambulance was one of Ear-
nest’s first clients in 1983 and continues 
to be his largest customer today. Because 
it’s so critical to maintain the highest 
level of technology and services to keep a 
fleet of ambulances running, Earnest Air 
& Automotive has the ready resources to 
offer the same amount of care and atten-
tion to your personal vehicle – every bit 
as vital for you and your family’s safety.

Earnest and his automotive technicians 

Earnest about his business, Kenny Earnest 
has solid reputation for automotive service

Earnest Air & Automotive, Inc. is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturday by appointment. It 
is conveniently located at 5825 Lone Pine Road, Jacksonville, FL 32216. Contact Kenny Earnest at (904) 730-3500, 

by email at earnestairauto@gmail.com or visit the website, www.earnestairandauto.net, for more information.

use state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment 
– including the newest Snap-on scanner, 
oscilloscope, and smoke machine, as well as 
Identifix, one of the best software solutions 
in the industry for diagnostics – to quickly 
and accurately pinpoint the problem. 

“Automotive work can get expensive, 
and we know it is never money people are 
planning to spend, so we want to be sure 
we diagnose the issue right the first time,” 
said Earnest. “Once we know what the 
problem is, we give our customers an hon-
est estimate, so they can decide whether 
they are ready to proceed with the repairs.”

The best work may start with the best 
equipment, but it doesn’t stop there. 
Earnest believes in training and certifica-

tion for all of his employees, in all aspects 
of automotive repair, including engine 
repair, automatic transmission and trans 
axle, manual drive train and axle, suspen-
sion and steering, brakes, electrical and 
electronic systems, heating and air-condi-
tioning, and engine performance.

“I was a certified Master Tech when I 
was one of our main mechanics. Now, I 
work to oversee the work of my guys and 
ensure the company has the resources 
needed to be the best,” he said. “Our four 
mechanics are ASE-certified (The National 
Institute for Automotive Service Excel-
lence) in all aspects of automotive repair.”

Given the climate in Northeast Florida, 
air conditioning has always been an 

Earnest Air & Automotive specialty, and an 
important service in hot Florida summers, 
but it is not all they do by any means.

Earnest Air & Automotive is a full-ser-
vice automotive repair company that can 
handle all of your automotive needs, wheth-
er for your personal vehicles, old or new, or 
your company’s fleets. They are a one-stop 
shop for everything except body work.

In a nutshell, why should people take 
their vehicles to Earnest Air & Automotive? 

“Because we live up to our name: 
Earnest Air & Automotive,” said Earnest. 
“We are earnest about our business and 
have built our reputation on honest and 
dependable service to our friends, family, 
and the community we live in.”

Kenny Earnest

We do it all!We do it all!

BUSINESS PROFILE

W E ’ V E  H E L P E D

Four Generations
REACH THE POINT OF “I DO”

Located in Riverplace Tower
1301 Riverplace Blvd. • Suite 2552

(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

Jacksonvil le’s  Diamond Source for Four Generations

LET US HELP YOU

start with

YES
Harby Jewelers

2 3 0 0  R i v e R  R o a d

Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, gri
Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com Each office independently owned and operated.

“Expect The Best”

$ 3 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0
The Last Large San Marco

Riverfront Estate Available.
This one has it all! 

- Over an acre lot
- Incredible curb appeal

- Magnificent details
- Pool & Dock

- Walking distance to
the Square
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Pastors set spiritual tone at Celebrity Chefs fundraiser
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News 

By inviting a cadre of local pastors to 
serve as celebrities during the annual 
Celebrity Chefs fundraiser, the salvation 
Army’s women’s Auxiliary offered up 
“spiritual food” in addition to the tangible 
edible delights offered during its 30th 
anniversary celebration march 31 at the 
Prime osborn Convention Center.

more than half of the church leaders hailed 
from the san marco side of the st. Johns River 
and included several from churches in st. 
nicholas, Lakewood and san marco.

“our 30th anniversary is a very special 
event,” said Carol Hamilton of san Jose, 
president of the women’s auxiliary, noting 
the occasion was tied in with the 125th 
anniversary of the salvation Army in 
northeast Florida. “we wanted to partner 
with the faith-based community by having 
them be our celebrity chefs,” she said, 
adding the qualities expressed by the 
pastors and the help they give is inspiring 
and blends well with the work done by 
salvation Army volunteers. 

“we just wanted to bring it all together 
since it is a monumental anniversary,” 
Hamilton said. “it’s appropriate that we 
wanted to broaden our horizons and do 
something different than in previous 
years. usually our celebrity chefs are from 
the arts, entertainment, sports or tV 
communities,” Hamilton said. “we wanted 
to give the event a more spiritual tone.”

serving tasty dishes behind the line were 
Rev. Rodolfo Godinez, associate pastor of 
san Jose Catholic Church; Rev. dr. Bruce 
Hedgepeth, pastor of south Jacksonville 
Presbyterian Church in san marco; Rev. 
dr. nicholas G. Louh, senior pastor of st. 
John the divine Greek orthodox Church 
in st. nicholas; deacon dale tatum, 
pastoral ministry at Assumption Catholic 
Church in st. nicholas; Rev. dr. Gary Lee 
webber, senior pastor of southside Baptist 
Church; Rev. eric williams, associate 
pastor of Lakewood united methodist 
Church; Rev. Jeff Arnold, associate pastor 
of Congregational Care, mandarin 
Presbyterian Church; Pastor Randy Hale, 
Community Care Pastor of Christ’s Church 
in mandarin; Pastor spike Hogan, lead 
pastor of Chets Creek Church in southside; 
Carol Ragland, director of Community 
impact, Christian Family Chapel in 

Father Rodolfo Godinez, Rita Joost and Deacon 
Dale Tatum

mandarin; Rev. dr. Herb Reavis, senior 
pastor of north Jacksonville Baptist Church 
and Lt. Colonels Charles and shirley white, 
retired and majors Rob and Janine Vincent, 
area commander and associate area 
commander of The salvation Army.

At press time salvation Army officials 
were tallying up the proceeds, and hoped 
to better their goal of $84,000, said Kelly 
Belich, community relations coordinator 
for The salvation Army. 

This year the funds will support the 
Army’s child development center, funding 
scholarships for homeless children, 

t-shirts for children in the summer 
day camp program, staff development 
at the eAC conference and after-school 
outreach at the Army’s towers Center of 
Hope. The funds will contribute to family 
self-sufficiency, purchase Angel tree bags 
and stockings for the holiday assistance 
program and provide clothing and toys 
for Angel tree bags as well as a television 
for the family section. Proceeds will also 
support ongoing programs at the Army’s 
Adult Rehabilitation Center and purchase 
a portable public address system for the 
gym and fellowship rooms.

Retired Salvation Army Lt. Colonels Charles and Shirley White, Father Rodolfo Godinez, Dr. Herb Reavis, Jr., 
Rev. Dr. Bruce Hedgepeth, Rev. Jeff Arnold, Carol Ragland, Rev. Dr. Gary Lee Webber, Pastor Spike Hogan, Rev. 
Eric Williams, Deacon Dale Tatum, Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, Salvation Army Majors Rob and Janine Vincent

Southside Baptist members Cy Highleyman and his wife Millie, June Nix, Rev. Dr. Gary Lee Webber, Carolyn 
Bryant, Leesa Gilliard and her husband Ron, who is a pastoral care associate at Southside Baptist Church.

What Aging Should Be...
In a culture that views aging as 
a time of decline, Aging True 
Community Senior Services guides 
older individuals to help make their 
elder years an enriching and graceful 
culmination of life. We provide seniors 
with the care and assistance they 
need to live independently. Join us in 
celebrating and supporting the gift of 
aging. Aging gracefully and with dignity 
is what every person deserves.

904.807.1203  
or  

info@AgingTrue.org
www.AgingTrue.org
FACEBook.Com/AgingtruE

@AgingtruE

305-331-6518
1983 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Laura.wesson@bhhsfnr.com

Perfect for Mom, either a condo with a view or a house with a hot tub.

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Laura Wesson 
Klement
Your Local 
Realtor

8354 Lakemont Dr.
Great location  

in the middle of everything.

$225,000

8765 Como Lake Dr.
Perfect for Mom, Pretty in Pink 

and Green with great Views.

$100,000
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Celebrating the Cummer 
legacy at the 2016 Ball

it was a beautiful night to celebrate 
one of Jacksonville’s great visionaries, as 
patrons were treated to a tribute to ninah 
Cummer. Through the current exhibit 
and display, “Conservation, Beautification, 
and a City Plan: Ninah Cummer and the 
Establishment of Jacksonville Parks,” the 
mission of one woman was illustrated 
throughout the evening. From artistic 
moments, to culinary treats, and décor 
that drew inspiration from the exhibition 
in the millner Gallery – it was a fitting 
compliment to Cummer’s legacy.

with more than 350 patrons in 
attendance during the sold-out event, 
including a record-breaking number of 
Artisan ticketholders [under age 42], it 
was an evening full of energy. 

“The Cummer Ball is our most 
important fundraising event at the 
Cummer museum. it is a huge group 
effort, and i am in awe of the time, 
creativity, and generous spirit of our 
Chairs, Honorary Chairs, volunteers, 
sponsors, and staff,” said executive 
director Hope mcmath. “it was a glorious 
evening celebrating the very best of art, 
gardens, education, and community.

Casual evening for Catholic Charities gala

the Hyatt Regency Riverfront Hotel played 
host to the 2016 Gala – picnic style – with a casual 
and sporting affair. From Lynchburg Lemonade 
to games of horseshoes, croquet, ladder golf, 
cornhole and Jenga, partygoers put on their game 
face for the evening’s festivities. 

with michael Corrigan as master of 
Ceremonies and the str8up six-piece band 

rocking the party, the event was full of old-
fashioned fun. the event raises funds to help 
fulfill the mission to provide services to anyone 
in need, regardless of race or religion; to advocate 
justice, human dignity and quality of life; and 
to call all people to join in these efforts; thereby 
reflecting the compassion of God in Christ.

Michael Roberts with Morgan Starks, Harry Kenning and Leslie Ladd
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Leslie Ladd with Co-Chair Emily Magevney, 
Deena Wallace and Luann Milward

Davis and Coventry Berg with Leah and Patrick Zalupski

Tiffany and Micah Heavener with Robin 
and David Edwards

William and Erin Colledge with Chip and Nicole Lewis

Allison Creveling and Paola Parra Harris Jason and Daphne Havens, Mariana McGarry and Georgina Harter

Anne and Marc Mayo, Sheila and Graeme Harper, 
Chuck and Grace Brasington, Karen and Greg Montana

Jay and Renee Farhat



Dedicated to the extraordinary.
The exceptional. The unique.

Million Dollar Marketing For All Price Ranges

Manormor Sotheby’s
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

www.ManormorSir.com  |  www.SothebysRealty.com

5233 San Jose Boulevard 
Jacksonville 

Florida 32207
904.731.9770

1300 Marsh Landing Parkway 
Jacksonville Beach 

Florida 32250
904.285.7700 

5548 First Coast Highway #101
Amelia Island 
Florida 32034
904.277.6522 
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Strength in numbers, 

strength in community

nearly a century of community service – 99 
years – is a milestone for a local nonprofit founded 
as united Jewish Charities. Assisting people in 
need with food and emergency shelter has been 
the mission of what is now Jewish Family & 
Community services (JFCs), since 1917. 

Friends and benefactors gathered at the Prime 
osborn Convention Center march 31 to celebrate 
the mission at Heroes Among Us: Stronger 
Together, co-chaired by Gayle Bailys and Cathy 
Klein. Honorary chairs Linda and david stein 
were among the speakers, which included Colleen 
Rodriguez, executive director, and guest speakers 
Chauncey Johnson and morris Bendit.

The annual fundraiser brought in more than 
$100,000 to support services for children, adults, 
seniors and families regardless of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

(Photos by Larry Tallis)

Event co-chairs Gayle Bailys and Cathy Klein 
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Matthew’s delivers a delectable dining experience

it was a beautiful evening to celebrate a 
precious asset in our community – children and 
families in need – in particular, those served by 
CHs. the Children’s Home society has found a 
valued partner in restaurateur matthew medure, 
who has hosted the tasting soiree for almost 20 
years at his restaurant in san marco. not only does 
the staff work on a sunday, but medure donates 

a private, in-home dinner party for eight as an 
auction item.

 The unique, flavorful occasion plays a crucial 
role for the nonprofit by cultivating friendships and 
increasing donations, while still providing a unique 
culinary experience for patrons in attendance. over 
125 guests joined CHs for the fundraiser held April 
24 at matthew’s, just off the square in san marco.

Joan Szkutak, Chef Matthew Medure, 
Dave Szkutak

Dave Leininger, Jim Griffiths, Debbie Leininger, 
Jeanne Maron and Howard Caplan

(In the back) Tracy McDade, Monica Moya and Ashley Sweat, 
(in front) Kim Fore and Shambria Simmons Joey and Kari Pearson

Kim Robbins and Debra Setzer 

Executive Director Colleen Rodriquez and 
honorary chair David Stein

Leonard Setzer and Jeff Parker 



Watson San Marco Collection

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965

Vi e w  m o r e  o f  o u r  J a c k s o nv i l l e  P r o p e r t i e s  a t Wa t s o n R e a l t y Co r p. c o m 904.731.5800

Century old majestic moss-covered oaks surround this exquisite, 
professionally decorated riverfront masterpiece. Panoramic, 
breathtaking river views from most rooms. Marble countertops 
with custom cabinets and moldings, a wine chiller, gas cooktop 
with breakfast area and French doors to brick patio. Hardwood 
floors throughout. Beautiful formal dining and living areas with 
fireplace. First floor Library/Office. Master Suite with two baths. 
128 foot bulkhead, boat dock and lift. Professionally decorated 
with custom kitchen, baths, Energy Star appliances, new roof, 
A/C, and water heater$1,695,000 MLS# 818976 Joseph Poletto 
904-738-6446

$700,000 
This meticulously maintained waterfront 
home has plenty of space with 4 bedrooms and 
3.5 bathrooms. Owner suite has a huge walk 
in closet and spa like bathroom with a balcony 
overlooking beautiful water views. And this classic 
San Marco home is all about the views both 
inside and outside where there is plenty of room 
for outdoor living space and a pool. This house 
features a large carport and circle drive that has 
plenty of room for parking. This neighborhood 
has the much desired San Marco charm, and is a 
short walk to ‘’A’’ rated Hendricks Elementary, San 
Marco Square, River Oaks and Alexandria Parks. 
MLS #821023

Call The Dream Home Team Jax at

904-309-2000 for more information!

Watson Executive Showcase

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965
800.257.5143 • Wa t s o n R e a l t y C o r p. c o m

Completely renovated home in Miramar Terrace, just minutes 
away from downtown San Marco & in A+ rated Hendricks school 
district. This home has all the charm of old San Marco with the 
modern comforts for today’s buyers. Enjoy this beautiful kitchen 
with granite counter-tops & breakfast bar open to the family 
room for open concept living. The home features an office that 
leads to the private yard with a majestic oak tree. Enjoy the master 
retreat with shower, deep-soaker tub, double vanity & gorgeous 
custom designed master dressing room with built in cabinets 
& island. This is a dream master retreat guaranteed to take your 
breath away! It is a split-level floor plan & the two spare bedrooms 
have ample closet and built in storage. $419,000 MLS# 818550 
Jennifer Grunewald 904-608-8410

Come see this beautiful 3 bedroom 2.5 bathroom town home 
located in the luxurious Bartram Springs area. This townhome 
features an open concept first floor, a single car garage, and 
spacious covered lanai overlooking a beautiful lake. Close to I95, 
but not close enough to hear or see, you have quick access to all 
of Jacksonville. This newly built town home has been well taken 
care of, with many amenities this is truly a great find. $150,000 
MLS# 822345 Joshua Rosenberg 904-707-9070

Beautiful brick traditional home under towering oaks. A great 
opportunity to move into the upscale neighborhood of GRANADA 
at an affordable price. Home located in one of the city’s most 
sought after locations near San Marco. Enjoy the tucked away, 
walkable neighborhood just a block to Granada park. This 5 
bedroom 3 full bath home offers a kitchen with loads of cabinets 
and countertops, gleaming hardwood floors, spacious backyard, 
a detached guest cottage, and refreshing pool. Don’t let this 
opportunity pass you by! $499,900 MLS# 822189 Charles Anno 
904-993-7487

This is a great 3 bedroom 3 bath condo that has been well loved. 
Lots of storage space--every bedroom has 2 closets including 
a large walk in closet! One full large bedroom suite on the first 
floor. The kitchen is large and the family room is light and bright. 
You’ll enjoy your morning coffee on the large covered patio. The 
community has both a heated indoor pool and an outside pool, 
tennis courts, a huge club house and night time security gate 
guard. This community is in a convenient to everything location, 
close to San Marco-San Jose shopping and dining, yet away from 
the heavy Mandarin traffic. $107,500 MLS# 817188 Butler/Corbett 
Team 904-716-7863

Hurry Hurry!!! You must see this beautiful condo in popular 
Colonial Point! This 3 bedroom 2 bath condo has a lot to offer! Here 
is immediate money for investors. Owner/occupant wishes to stay 
and rent from YOU for at least another year. The owner has really 
maxed this beauty out with updates; diagonal tile, solid counter 
tops, newer cabinets, windows with solid double-hung exterior 
windows, H-E washer/dryer, crown molding through-out, just 
so many upgrades. You will love it. Come see and buy. $67,000 
MLS# 821041 Joseph Poletto 904-738-6446

This Well - Maintained 2079 Sq/Ft, 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Home Is In 
A Great Location, Close To Downtown, Great Schools And So Much 
More. Easy Access To Most Areas Of Town. You Will Not Believe 
The Storage Space. Beautiful Trees Surround This Unique Property 
In A Very Desirable Neighborhood. $169,900 MLS# 823362 Call 
904-731-5800 for more details!

Historic home/ office only 1/4 mile from the prominent five points 
in Jacksonville’s Riverside! This CRO ZONED opportunity is well 
positioned and ready for your touch. Within walking distance of 
amenity-rich areas. St Vincent’s Medical center, Park and King 
streets, Memorial and riverside parks and the Cummer Museum to 
name a few! Renovate to your liking for use as professional offices, 
corporate offices or home/office. Renovation plans are available 
that were approved by RAP and the city. Owner may renovate 
for additional cost. $579,900 MLS# 823617 Call 904-731-5800 
for additional information!

How can we help you find your dream home?
www.wearewatson.com

For fifty years,  
our customers have 

allowed us to be  
a part of making  

their dream home  
a reality.Enjoy the private marsh and river views and gorgeous sunsets 

from your island getaway home. Living on Harbour Island is a truly 
unique experience. The community is made up of 38 homes. This 
home features a split-level floor plan with 2 master suites and 
an attached 2-car garage and screened in patio with a built-in 
swim spa. Have your morning coffee while looking out over the 
Dames Point bridge. The kitchen has recently been remodeled 
with quartz counter-tops, custom cabinetry, and new appliances 
within the last 2 years $429,000 MLS# 818692 Call 904-731-5800 
for additional information!

This well maintained concrete block home feels larger inside than 
the square footage, and is located on a corner lot. Home features 
3 bedrooms 1 full bath and 1 half bath with a one car attached 
garage.. It has new double pane windows and A/C, new crown 
molding granite counter tops in the kitchen and much more!. 
Outside space is well manicured. The common living space is a 
very versatile so you can customize to fit your lifestyle and tastes. 
It is just a few blocks from Lackawana Park, and a few minutes 
from Five Points. $104,500 MLS# 820267 Call 904-731-5800 
for additional information
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Leaders, past and present, along with volunteers and benefactors of St. Vincent’s HealthCare, come together as representatives of the local nonprofit now 
celebrating a century of serving the community. 

st. Vincent’s looks forward to another 100 years
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

nearly 400 years have passed since an 
aristocratic widow and a priest joined 
forces for good in France, but their original 
mission lives on worldwide. now celebrating 
its 100th anniversary in Jacksonville, st. 
Vincent’s HealthCare would not be where 
it is today had it not been for the care and 
fortitude of the daughters of Charity, an 
order established in 1633 by st. Vincent de 
Paul and ste. Louise de marillac.

“From the beginning, st. Vincent’s 
HealthCare was founded on a mission of 
compassion to provide care for those who 
were in need. The spirit of the daughters 
of Charity is to discover the face of Christ 
in those whom we serve and we invite our 
dedicated collaborators to do the same,” said 
sister Jean Rhoads, daughter of Charity and 
member of st. Vincent’s Board of directors. 

“my hope for st. Vincent’s HealthCare for 
the next 100 years is that it remain deeply 
committed to its mission and respond with 
vibrant creativity to the ever-changing needs 
of our brothers and sisters,” she said. 

Almost 20 years after the nuns first came 
to Jacksonville to treat soldiers in a field 
hospital during the spanish American war, 
they were asked to return in 1916 to take 
over the desoto sanitarium in springfield. 
They treated more than 600 patients during 
their first year at what would eventually 
become st. Vincent’s, named after the French 
priest st. Vincent de Paul.

“The daughters of Charity hold a very 
special place in my heart. These courageous 
foundresses of st. Vincent’s were not only 
committed to helping the poor, they lived 
amongst them in solidarity. Their loving 
and visionary commitment continues 
today, and it’s the very thing that motivates 
me to serve with Ascension and lead st. 
Vincent’s HealthCare,” said tom Vanosdol, 
Chief operating officer of Clinically 
integrated systems of Care. “we are the 
only local health system that regularly seeks 
out the poor to care for them.” 

The daughters of Charity left st. Vincent’s 
HealthCare two years ago to serve other 
ministries within Ascension, but their legacy 
lives on even as the torch was passed on to 
other associates within the nonprofit.

“At st. Vincent’s, we live our mission 
every day. our desire to serve our 
friends and neighbors goes far beyond 
the walls of our facilities and out into 
the community through events like our 
recent medical mission at Home. This 
medical mission gave us the opportunity 
to provide free healthcare to more 
than 200 people in an area where these 
services are needed the most, downtown 
Jacksonville, just a few blocks from where 
the daughters of Charity launched st. 
Vincent’s 100 years ago,” said tracie 
Loftis, Chief mission integration officer. 

“our mobile Health outreach ministry 
sends doctors-offices-on-wheels to both 

our urban and rural communities to places 
such as schools and migrant farm camps 
to provide free care to those that might 
not otherwise receive medical attention,” 
said Loftis. “i’m blessed to work for an 
organization that is committed to helping 
those most in need in our community.” 

it hasn’t been just all take, no give 
within the community. the organization 
has relied upon the time, energy and 
commitment of many volunteers, and 
has been blessed by financial gifts from 
many local philanthropists, enabling 
st. Vincent’s to expand services and 
maintain medical excellence. 

“For 100 years now, the mission of 
st. Vincent’s has been supported by our 
friends in the community,” said Jane R. 
Lanier, CFRe, President of the st. Vincent’s 
Foundation, established in 1982. “These 
individuals and businesses have generously 
given their time, treasure and talent to 
ensure we can deliver on our promise to care 
for those most in need. we are blessed to 

have such committed partners.”
one such partner, First Coast energy, has 

enabled the mobile HealthCare ministry to 
reach its own milestone. The program, which 
began in 1991, provided free services to 
more than 17,000 adults and children during 
its 2014-2015 fiscal year.

“we are excited to celebrate st. 
Vincent’s incredible 100 year milestone 
in Jacksonville,” said Aubrey edge, First 
Coast energy Ceo. “our longstanding 
partnership with the st. Vincent’s 
HealthCare Foundation through the mobile 
Healthcare ministry is a significant part of 
daily’s commitment to Jacksonville.” 

Another community partner, the 
shircliff society, brings together a group of 
young professionals to engage and inspire 
developing community leaders through the 
st. Vincent’s Foundation. started in 2011, the 
shircliff society was named after Robert t. 
shircliff, a tireless supporter of the mission 
as well as a generous philanthropic leader.

“our mission is to become advocates 

for a compassionate and just society and 
to improve the health of individuals and 
communities through philanthropy and 
volunteerism,” said Ashley szczukowski, 
shircliff society, st. Vincent’s Foundation. 
“Jacksonville deserves the best leaders 
and innovators, and we want to help 
create them.” 

Along with the other leaders currently 
serving on the 10-member Board of 
directors, sidney s. simmons, ii, chairman, 
credits the mission for guidance and for the 
healthcare system’s success 100 years later.

“For me st Vincent’s has remained 
special because of how its mission 
continues to guide it in all ways – from 
making major strategy decisions to 
personal encounters with associates,” 
said simmons. “Balancing high quality, 
innovative healthcare with special 
attention to the needs of those who 
struggle, has worked for the past 100 
years, and there is no reason to think it 
won’t work going forward.” 

“The Daughters of Charity hold a very special place in 
my heart. These courageous foundresses of St. Vincent’s 
were not only committed to helping the poor, they lived
amongst them in solidarity. Their loving and visionary 

commitment continues today, and it’s the very thing 
that motivates me to serve with Ascension and lead St. 

Vincent’s HealthCare,we are the only local health system 
that regularly seeks out the poor to care for them.”

 — Tom VanOsdol
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Jacksonville pen women celebrate 90th anniversary
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

The marabanong estate on empire Point 
was a fitting location for the Jacksonville 
Branch of the national League of American 
Pen women to celebrate its 90th anniversary 
April 9. Charter member eliza m. souvielle, 
who served as the first vice president of the 
newly formed Jacksonville chapter, lived 
in the historic mansion in 1926, when the 
Jacksonville branch was founded. 

souvielle’s spirit came to life through 
a character portrayal by Fletcher shipp 
of springfield, during the anniversary 
festivities at the mansion April 9 in st. 
nicholas. in fact, mayor Lenny Curry 
commemorated April 9, 2016 as national 
League of American Pen women of 
Jacksonville Anniversary day with a special 
proclamation, which was read by Joanelle 
mulrain of san marco.

Comprised of writers, visual artists, 
musicians and composers, poets, designers 
and painters, the Jacksonville Branch of 
the national League of American Pen 
women (nLAPw) is a “supportive group 
of professional women for professional 
women,” said Francesca tabor-miolla, 
membership chairman. 

The written works of many local 
members have been published in more 
than 60 publications and include the 
work of best-selling historic romance 
novelist taylor Caldwell, who joined the 
Jacksonville branch in 1952, according to 

branch membership documents.
The national League of American Pen 

women was born in 1897 when newspaper 
journalist marian Longfellow o’donoghue 
asked two of her colleagues to join her 
in forming a “progressive press union” 
after she was denied membership in the 
male-dominated national Press Club in 
washington, d.C. Known as “The dauntless 
Three,” the women soon saw the ranks of 
their budding organization swell to include 
17 women writers, journalists, novelists, 
poets, as well as an artist and a teacher. 
soon the requirement that applicants hold 
professional credentials and be paid for their 
work became compulsory. By 1898, artists 
and composers were included in the mix, 

Front: Pat Setser, Mimi Pearce and Jacksonville branch of the National League of American Pen Women President Linda Foley; back: Joe Ripley and Diantha York-Ripley, owners 
of the historic Marabanong mansion, Elaine Waidelich, two-time past president of the National League of American Pen Women, Fletcher Shipp, Jan Atchley Bevan, Joanelle 
Mulrain and Susan Brandenburg.

and the organization boasted more than 50 
members from throughout the united states. 

nLAPw maintains its national 
headquarters in the Pen Arts Building in 
dupont Circle, washington d.C. an edifice 
that was originally built as the home of sara 
Adams whittemore, a well-known opera 
singer at the time. it also housed Robert 
todd Lincoln, eldest son of President 
Abraham Lincoln, who lived in the residence 
with his family for more than a year.

By 1921, the nLAPw had expanded to 
include 35 branches throughout the united 
states. over the years, several First Ladies 
were awarded honorary memberships and 
occasionally participated in League activities. 
eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Franklin 
d. Roosevelt, was a prolific writer and 
active member while in the white House, 
according to League documents.

Jacksonville was the 31st branch of 
nLAPw and was founded by estelle 
Thomas steele in 1926. Prior to moving to 
Jacksonville, steele had lived in washington, 
d.C. and served as publicity chairman 
for the national organization. including 
souvielle, other charter members of the 
Jacksonville branch were marguerite 
Gardner Fetters as president, Vira K.B. 
Humphreys, secretary and historian, and 
Juanita C. Burbridge, treasurer.

during the celebratory gathering April 9, 
more than 50 members and guests toured 
the marabanong house and grounds, 
including a large koi pond in the back of the 
residence. marabanong owners Joe Ripley 
and his wife, diantha york-Ripley, an artist, 
were on hand to answer questions about the 
historic home, which is listed in the united 
states national Register of Historic Places. 

After the meeting, the nLAPw Jacksonville 
branch intends to present the Ripleys 
with a special plaque commemorating 
the mansion’s listing on the national 
Register, and 90th anniversary of nLAPw’s 
Jacksonville branch.

The pen women also noshed on 
scrumptious refreshments in the dining 
room and enjoyed guitar music by 
Pen woman Lynn Curtin and a cello 
performance by Linda minke. Past 
Jacksonville Branch President Jan Atchley 
Bevan of murray Hill read selections of her 
poetry, and on display was artwork created 
by several Pen women members. 

two-time president of the nLAPw, elaine 
waidelich was a special guest. mary Atwood, 
a photographer with a studio in the san 
marco area, was inducted into the League.

emma Pan of Gainesville, who recently 
won Best in show at the FsA Conference 
in orlando also attended. Pan’s Chinese 
painting was on display in the national 
show in washington, d.C. in April, she said. 
Chairing the event were tabor-miolla and 
Patricia setser of empire Point. duncan 
sawyer of ortega and setser provided a 
display highlighting the Jacksonville branch’s 
history. susan d. Brandenburg of san Jose, 
maggie Fitzroy and setser compiled a 
booklet detailing the group’s 90-year history. 

mary Ann miller, Vicky Lennon and 
Pamela walker Hart served as hostesses and 
debra webb Rogers of san marco organized 
members of the douglas Anderson Honor 
society to help serve the food.

Potted flowers were supplied by the 
empire Point Garden Circle and a large 
flower arrangement was supplied courtesy of 
trend’s Home décor inc. of san marco.
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Hope Haven serves as a beacon of  hope for children with special needs

Midway through her third pregnancy, 
Joy Parman and her husband, Reed, 
were given a grim diagnosis – their 

unborn daughter had Down syndrome and it 
was unlikely she would survive. Even though 
their doctors predicted the baby had only a 
three-percent chance of survival, the Parmans 
remained determined that their baby girl 
would make it. 

“We loved her so much. Learning about the 
extra chromosome was scary, but we decided 
we didn’t care how many she had, we’d 
consider her to be enhanced,” said Joy.

After their daughter Kennedy was born, the 
Parmans had no idea what her future would 
be, and they worried about how they would 
cope. Then a friend suggested they contact 
Hope Haven.

 Founded in 1926, Hope Haven has evolved 
over the years from a full-service children’s 
hospital to an interdisciplinary diagnostic 
and treatment center, providing services 
for children with physical, intellectual, and 
developmental disabilities. 

Bringing their tiny three-month-old baby 
to Hope Haven for an evaluation was a game-
changing experience for the Parmans.

“We fell in love with the way they assess 
the children,” Joy said. “It was all strength 
based. It was all about ‘this is what she CAN 

do, and we are going to help her reach her 
full potential.’”

The Parmans signed on to have Hope 
Haven work with their daughter, and began 
to see immediate improvements. Although 
Kennedy suffered a slight setback at 18 
months after she underwent open-heart 
surgery, this serious health challenge only 
solidified the Parmans’ appreciation of 
Hope Haven.

“I felt like that was when this place 
became a second family to us. The people at 
Hope Haven rallied around us and worked 
overtime to make sure Kennedy got back up 
to speed,” Joy said.

Celebrating its 90th year in Jacksonville in 
April, the outpatient facility at 4600 Beach 
Boulevard in St. Nicholas sports a new butterfly 
logo and motto – “Where hope transforms 
families.” The butterfly is the symbol of the 
“transformative journey” families find when 
they utilize any one of its services, said Jenny 
Kobin, chairman of the Hope Haven Board 
of Directors. “The tag line emphasizes the 
focus we have on the positive,” she said noting 
the clinic emphasizes what individuals with 
disabilities can do, not the opposite.

“We remain focused on ensuring that 
children realize their full potential,” said 
Joanne Robertson, Hope Haven CEO. “To 
do that, we have an incredible team of 
professionals who treat clients like family 
and provide specialized services and 
educational opportunities.” 

Every year, staff at Hope Haven serve 
approximately 5,000 families. Last year they 
conducted more than 439 evaluations, giving 

each family an action plan for success, and 
helped 216 children with special needs gain 
confidence through therapeutic services. 

“Families often don’t realize Hope 
Haven is a great resource”, said Jeanne 
Ward, a board member. “Many 
come from overseas to take part in 
its programs and evaluations. One 
family, whose child receives services 

from Hope Haven, relocated 
to Jacksonville from Puerto 
Rico because they could not 
find a similar resource in their 

community”, she said.

Hope Haven provides a myriad of services 
including: ADD/ADHD evaluations and 
treatment, Autism Evaluations, Psychological 
Evaluations, Gifted Evaluations, Down 
syndrome educational assessments, tutoring, 
mental health therapy, occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, speech and language therapy 
and a preschool and kindergarten for children 
of all abilities.

In addition, the center offers the 
Florida Alliance for Assistive Service and 
Technology (FAAST) lending library for 
children and adults of all abilities in the 
Jacksonville community and surrounding 
counties.  Hope Haven also offers a 
career development program called Hope 
Academy-Project SEARCH, which, in 
partnership with UF Health, provides job 
skill training, coaching, and internships 
for young adults with intellectual and/or 
developmental challenges ages 18-29 who 
are seeking employment. The center also 
offers BASICS and Team-up after-school 
programs in addition to summer camp 
programs.  Children First in Divorce, a court 
approved parenting course, is also offered at 
Hope Haven.  

“Without Hope Haven’s critical services 
many of our community’s children would fall 
through the cracks,” said Jon Heymann, CEO 
of the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, 
who emceed the 90th anniversary 
celebration. “As a community, we are 
fortunate to have Hope Haven as a valued 
partner providing a pathway for children and 
families to achieve successful outcomes.”

Hope Haven is located at 4600 Beach Blvd. For more details, call (904) 346-5100, visit www.hope-haven.org or search Hope Haven on Facebook.

Transforming Families By Focusing on the Positive
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American Cancer society finds 
great support in san marco

The san marco/san Jose Relay For Life® 
chapter of the American Cancer society had 
a very successful spring season.

in march, the san marco merchants’ 
Association agreed to partner with the 
American Cancer society at its inaugural 
Purple in the Park event, and in April, 
the cancer society received fruit from 
that support. 

on April 13, smmA presented the 
American Cancer society with a check for 
$1,586, which included raffle donations 
and contributions from the following 
merchants: salon on the square, miriam’s 
Fine Jewelry, Heyday, san marco Books and 
more, Beau outfitters, Reve, impressions, 
underwood Jewelers, The ward Room, 
Rosie true, Leila’s delicious Fashion, The 
French Cottage, Beach diner, Peterbrooke 
Chocolate, and european street. 

“we are deeply grateful for the support the 
merchants have given us and look forward 

to the opportunity to work together for 
years to come,” said Cheyenne overby of 
the American Cancer society. “san marco 
merchants are such a big part of the san 
marco Community, and we are honored to 
be a part of it.” 

All of the funds raised will benefit Relay 
For Life® of san marco-san Jose. The event 
Leadership team is comprised of local 
community members who work throughout 
the year to raise money for the American 
Cancer society. The 2017 event Leadership 
team will be led by Heather Riley of 
Berkshire Hathaway Home services. 

Purple celebrated at annual walk

more than 200 walkers celebrated the color 
purple during the American Cancer society’s 
Relay For Life® fundraiser in san marco April 
9. eighteen teams comprised of walkers from 
the san marco-san Jose area strolled around 

George Foote, Leila Williams, Anita Vining, Forest Brewer, Cheyenne Overby, Thomas Garrett, and 
Andi Templeman

the track at Hendricks Avenue elementary 
school in support of the cause. 

Collectively the teams raised $10,974.56 
to support cancer research, according to the 
American Cancer society website. Heather 
Riley of Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices 
Florida network Realty san marco was 
the top fundraiser taking in $1,732.55. 
Her team comprised of Caroline dutcher, 
Lynne Ferguson, Kyle meenan, shannon 
moore, Laura wesson and Becky woodward 
secured a total of $2,032.55, more than 

Fun and games in Granada Park

Bounce houses, hula hoop contests, volleyball, balloon animals, face-painting, 
Frisbee and a deejay were just a few of the activities that entertained children and 
adults alike during the annual GranadaFest celebration April 9 at Granada Park. 

nearly 200 residents enjoyed the barbeque-potluck while catching up with 
their neighbors and friends in the centrally located park in miramar.

Cotton Candy the clown transforms eight-year-
old Catherine Shore into a cheetah.

Twin sisters Tessa Menotte and Becky 
Newbill-Norris and their children, 
Jillian Menotte and Macon Norris

Logan Spillers, 15 months Gigi Beran has fun stacking hula hoops

double its $1,000 goal.
other top individual fundraisers were 

sheilyann munoz of team The Purple mix, 
who raised $295, and Alexandra davis of 
the old san Jose neighborhood team, who 
raised $250.

The team that walked the most steps had 
all the entrance fees credited toward its 
fundraising goal, said overby.

For information, contact Cheyenne 
overby at cheyenne.overby@cancer.org or 
(904) 391-3618.

All bets were on the Zoo
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

celebrated in true Vegas fashion, as the 
Casino Royale- themed event drew patrons 
to the northside attraction. The evening 
fundraiser drew patrons throughout the 
area for exZooberation 2016 on April 23.

The event has raised over $3.6 million 
dollars for the care and feeding of the zoo’s 
animals, botanical gardens, conservation 
initiatives, and educational programming. 
As one of our area’s top entertainment and 
tourism attractions, the support of valued 
patrons continues to be a crucial component 
to the economic vitality the First Coast.

Stephen Goldman, Gaspar and Irene Lazzara, Greg and Ginny Smith, Jackie Goldman

Christina Gatlin, Ambur Finley and Jill Davis

To learn more or get involved, contact Kellie Ann Kelleher, 
Campaign Director, at kellieann.kelleher@cancer.org or 
904-391-3606.

Donate today, so more 
people can live with peace 
of mind while undertaking 
the challenge of their lives!

The Hope Lodge program provides free overnight lodging to cancer patients 
and caregivers who have to travel away from home for treatment.

We are working on a campaign to build a Hope Lodge community in Jacksonville.

The Weaver Family Foundation Fund is challenging the greater Jacksonville 
community to match a $500,000 grant. The Hope Lodge grant will match 
community donations of $5,000, or less, up to $500,000.

“ Two years ago I discovered a tumor. Driving an hour every 

day to treatment and back would have been so draining. 

Staying at Hope Lodge meant I could rest and heal. When 

Tom and I put our estate plans together, we decided to 

support projects that improved the quality of life for others. 

Hope Lodge was a beautiful fit. We’re giving back the gifts 

that were given to us – healing and hope.”

                                    - Leone, Hope Lodge major donor    

cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/hopelodge/jacksonville
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Long-time resident 
reflects on Whatley Park’s 
past, present and future
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

For some it was a chance to try out the 
new sidewalk, and for another longtime 
resident, it provided time to reflect on 
park’s past and future. But for most of 
the party-goers who made whatley Park 
their first stop during the san marco 
Preservation society’s wine down in the 
Park progressive event fundraiser April 
16, it was an opportunity to enjoy a glass 
of quality wine or beer while rubbing 
shoulders with friends and neighbors.

in its second year, participants 
enjoyed drinks and appetizers in three 
san marco parks, whatley, davin and 
Balis, despite the drop in attendance 
since its inaugural event in 2015. “we 
were about 130 this year, down from 
200,” said Preservation society President 
Andrew dickson. “the weather was iffy, 
and people probably remembered that 
it rained last year. yet, this is a healthy 
number. it’s a nice size.”

Participants enjoyed guitar music 
by Bob Chabot of Avondale and his 
daughter, nancy Pei Chabot, a LaVilla 
student, as they sipped libations courtesy 
of Grape and Grain exchange and 
sidecar, and munched on tasty treats by 
V Pizza in whatley Park. Chabot is the 
award-winning head horticulturist at the 
botanical gardens at the Jacksonville Zoo.

Crowds enjoy music, libations at Wine Down fundraiser

the second stop of the evening was 
in davin Park, where the local wetland 
stringband, comprised of Andre and 
Abigail Gruber of san marco and 
william Colledge of Avondale, played 
folk music, High tide Burrito served 
up tamales, and Aardwolf Brewing 
Company served its award-winning 
Belgian Pale Ale while Grape and Grain 
exchange offered wine. Both beverage 
vendors complemented food served by 
Kitchen on san marco at Balis Park, 
the final stop, where Hadley Parrish of 
springfield provided entertainment.

on hand at the event were Rob smith, 

who planned new landscaping for 
whatley Park, as well as don Halil, who 
designed the sidewalk, and Joe mark, who 
assisted on his committee. “it’s amazing 
that it actually has happened,” Halil 
said, remarking on the many delays in 
constructing the sidewalk. “it’s nice to see 
so many people using it. it’s good stuff.”

At the time of the event, the Jacksonville 
Parks and Recreation department had yet 
to construct seating areas, streetlights, tree 
canopy lighting or put new railings on the 
small footbridge in the park.

For longtime resident mimi Pearce, who 
lives adjacent to the park, the wine down 

Kerrie and Patrick Hileman with 18-month-old Daniel Melody and Bob Bachman in Whatley Park

Warina Abdullah, Mary Pat Boyd and Mimi Sherman Pearce enjoy 
the Wine Down festivities in Whatley Park April 16.

Don Halil and his wife, Ashley in 
Davin Park

event was a chance to reflect on the past, 
present and future.

“i moved to Alexandria Place in the 1940s. 
The stream was rimmed with lush, dark 
green elephant ears. Although the elephant 
ears are gone, the stream still remains the 
focal point and is the source of biodiversity,” 
Pearce recalled, noting much wildlife 
including minnows, snails, frogs, turtles, 
waterfowl and birds of prey called the park 
home during those days. “in the ‘50s, the 
Cub scouts pitched their tents in the park, 
and Brownies used the bridge for ceremonies 
to “fly up” to Girl scout. Landon was the 
only public high school on the southside 
and, rain or shine, their band members and 
football players walked through whatley 
Park on their way to practice in FeC, which 
is now Alexandria oaks Park,” she said.

“in later years, i have witnessed many 
large and small events, including easter 
egg hunts and random professional 
photo shoots. there have been small, 
intimate weddings and a large ‘farm-to-
table’ dinner. neighborhood children 
have grown up practicing their pitching 
and passing skills. Fishermen perfect 
fly casting and couples enjoy a simple 
picnic. Jugglers, tightrope walkers, 
yoga and tai Chi in the park are all 
memories,” Pearce said, noting she 
applauds the placement of the new path 
as well as the lighting, bridge rails and 
seating areas slated to arrive soon.

“i celebrate the present, and i look 
forward to the future when the stream, 
the focal point of whatley Park and 
a source of its biodiversity – can be 
restored,” Pearce said.

miniature ships take sail 
in san marco duck pond

san marco residents came out to watch as the organization of Radio Control 
Associated shipwrights (oRCAs) held a regatta and boat show April 23 at the duck 
pond in Colonial manor Park April 23.

The vessels, which included replicas of sailboats, naval battle ships, tugboats, luxury 
yachts, fishing boats and even a motorized killer whale, which is the mascot of the 
group, spent several hours sailing between the pond’s fountains while spectators 
watched from the shore. Participants came from as far as Palm Coast and Georgia to 
show off the handmade watercrafts, many of which mirrored real ships down to the 
smallest detail.

one luxury yacht, the Lutece, which was handmade from scratch by Jack Cantrell of 
Julington Creek, sported tiny flags, 23 lights, and speakers allowing Cantrell to play Frank 
sinatra’s greatest hits as his boat sailed around the duck pond to everyone’s delight.

Members of the Organization of Radio Control Associated Shipwrights (O.R.C.A.S.) posed for a photo with 
their boats before a regatta on the Duck Pond in Colonial Manor Park April 23. From left: Warren Wilson, 
Carolyn Halliger, Carl Long, Murray Estes, Bill Dion, Elijah Simpkins, Aldo Morell, Lee Cantrell, and Gary 
Dickinson, president of O.R.C.A.S.
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two from Bishop Kenny receive mary Awards
two Bishop Kenny High school seniors were honored at the 

second annual st. Vincent’s HealthCare mary Awards dinner 
and awards program held at san Jose Country Club on April 
21.  Bishop Kenny High school graduate dr. mary soha of 
san marco served as the keynote speaker for the evening and 
Channel 4 news Anchor mary Baer served as program emcee.

invited to the program were 16 student finalists, of which 
four were pre-selected from each of four categories including 
academics, athletics, leadership and philanthropy. one winner 
from each of the categories was announced at the dinner. 
nearly 60 high school seniors from throughout the First Coast 

were nominated for this year’s mary Awards.
Bishop Kenny senior Catherine maige of san marco 

was the overall mary Award winner in the category of 
philanthropy. winners were selected by a committee chosen 
by st. Vincent’s HealthCare. maige was selected due to her 
outstanding contributions in service to others. she was 
presented with a check in the amount of $1,000 and a plaque 
to commemorate the occasion. 

Also recognized from Bishop Kenny was Haley Grayson, 
who was one of the four finalists for the mary Award in the 
area of athletics. Grayson won $200.Haley Grayson, Dr. Mary Soha and Catherine Maige

new ‘wishing tree’ planted in whatley Park
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

to honor the Carlucci matriarch, matthew 
Carlucci, sr. and his brother, michael, have 
planted a “wishing tree” in Brown whatley 
Park near the intersection of Alexandria 
Place and Avoca Place. 

The live oak commemorates Louise 
trower Carlucci mcCreight, a long-time 
san marco resident who has lived on 
Avoca Place since 1951, having moved 
from Lakewood after the death of her first 
husband, milton trowler, due to a plane 
crash in a cow pasture on Fleming island 
at the time of the Korean war. trowler, 
who had served in world war ii, had been 
called up again for service and was serving 
as a crew member on the test flight of a 
new navy plane out of naval Air station 
Jacksonville at the time of the crash, said 
mcCreight’s son, matt Carlucci, sr.

According to Carlucci, mcCreight was 
widowed three times by husbands she was 
happily married to. After trowler, mcCreight 
went on to marry Joseph Carlucci, who 
founded a state Farm insurance Agency in 
san marco in 1962. 

After the wedding, Joe Carlucci 
adopted his wife’s son michael trowler, 
changing the boy’s name to Carlucci. He 
also served as a Jacksonville councilman 

for 11 years before becoming a Florida 
state senator, said his son, matt. He died 
instantly of a heart attack at age 57, just 
shy of his second term in office.

After his death, mcCreight married her 
third husband, retired navy Captain major 
mcCreight, who went by the nickname 
“mike,” because people thought “major” 
was his rank even though there are no 
majors in the navy, said Carlucci. Capt. 
major mcCreight, who died in 1999 at the 
age of 74, was a wonderful stepfather and 
grandfather, Carlucci said.

Louise mcCreight’s tree will provide 

Matt and Michael Carlucci join their family in front of a live oak tree planted in Brown Whatley Park in their 
mother’s honor during Wine Down in the Park April 16. From left, Lauren Carlucci, Matt Carlucci, Jr. and baby 
Lilliana, Michael Carlucci, Joe and Victoria Carlucci with Karen Carlucci and her husband, Matthew Carlucci, Sr.

shade near a small seating area, which is 
part of the whatley Park improvements 
spearheaded by the san marco 
Preservation society and has, as of April 
16, yet to be constructed in the park. 

on a bronze plaque at the base of the 
newly-planted, yet sturdy sapling, the oak 
has been tagged as a “wishing tree” in 
memory of a long-gone willow tree that used 
to grow near the site. 

“when we were boys, my mother used 
to take us to the park and tell us to make 
a wish at the wishing tree,” recalled Car-
lucci, adding the willow was uprooted in 

a severe storm years ago. 
“not only was my mother a wonderful 

mother, but she was a strong wife to three 
strong men. we planted a live oak because 
it is the strongest of trees and my mother is 
as strong as a live oak,” said Carlucci. “we 
just want to give her the recognition she 
deserves.”

Carlucci said he and his brother, 
michael, who also lives in the whatley Park 
neighborhood, named the tree a “wishing 
tree” in order to give other park visitors the 
opportunity to have the same experience 
they had as boys, courtesy of their mother.

Louise Trower Carlucci McCreight
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By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

Family and the Jewish faith are important 
to murray and Janet Husney of san Jose. 
This is evident from colorful framed art 
and needlework depicting Jewish blessings 
and the Hand of God, which line the 
dining room walls of their san Jose home. 
elaborately framed heirloom portraits of 
the couple’s beautifully coiffed and gowned 
parents smile from a bygone era. 

The Husneys moved in to their new brick 
home on san Clerc Road in 1966, among the 
first families to live in the new neighborhood 
which is close to the Jewish Community 
Alliance, where they are charter members. 

engaging and outgoing, Janet, 76, seems as 
if she could host any talk show. As she joins 
murray, 11 years her senior, in discussing 
their interesting history together, the couple 
cheerfully jog each other’s memory. 

They recall their mortgage payment 
was $183 per month, and that they made 
renovations to ease family life.

“i had the wall separating the kitchen 
and living room removed so i could watch 
the children play while i cooked,” Janet 
said. “everybody said, ‘oh, don’t do that, 
you’ll never be able to sell it!’ now that’s the 
popular style. i was way ahead of my time!” 

 At that time, the neighborhood was 
full of young couples just starting out, 
Janet recalled.

“we each had two daughters and a son 
the same ages who played together,” Janet 
said of nearby neighbors, sandy and Lewis 
Joseph. “The kids were always in Goodby’s 
creek even though it was swampy and 
boggy. The creek often ‘ate’ the kids’ shoes. 
They could float a canoe all the way down 
to Baymeadows Boulevard. The children 
built a fort in the woods behind our house 
and played Ghost in the Graveyard.” 

more than 20 children lived on the 
block, riding bikes and playing football. 
The circular cul-de-sac connecting Glade 

—  Murray and Janet Husney

Lane and Gemini drive was their baseball 
diamond. sewer drains were first, second 
and third bases. Home plate was the 
manhole cover, so sliding into home base 
was painful.

neighborhood block parties and pitch-in 
dinners included everyone. “we were neigh-
bors of all faiths who helped each other,” 
Janet said. “we were Jewish, so i babysat for 
my Catholic neighbors when they attended 
Christmas eve services, and they babysat for 
us when we attended services.” 

The Husneys’ eldest daughter, miriam, 
played clarinet in wolfson High school 
Band, Janet said. in 1975 wolfson’s band was 
invited to play for President Gerald Ford and 
egyptian President Anwar sadat, when they 
came to Jacksonville for diplomatic talks. 
wolfson was chosen because its uniforms 
were red, white and blue, Janet recalled. 
Band members played “Hail to The Chief” 
and the egyptian national anthem. They 
performed at the duPont estate, which is 
now epping Forest, where both presidents 
were guests of Raymond K. mason.

murray Husney moved to Jacksonville 
in 1947, partnering with his uncle, Jack 
Husney, who owned a downtown west 
Adams street shop, Husney’s Children’s 
wear & Linens, across from the Barnett 
Bank Building. They opened a second 
store in Arlington Plaza, sarmel Children’s 
wear. unfortunately, construction of the 
Arlington expressway blocked access to the 
store and the shop failed.

Beginning in 1950, murray served 
two years active duty with the u.s. Army 
national Guard in the Korean war and 
two years reserve until his 1954 discharge. 
He met his wife, the blond, vivacious 
Janet ozner, while visiting mutual friends 
in Brooklyn, new york. They married 
september 12, 1959 and lived in Arlington 
before san Jose.

 After murray left his retail business he 
sold encyclopedia Britannica and worked 
for Parts unlimited as an area manager. 
He then worked 10 years at Florida Paper 
where he was awarded a Rhine River 
Cruise and a Cancun vacation as a top 
company salesman. He retired from his 
sales position in 1990.

meanwhile, Janet completed two years at 
Brooklyn College before she was married. As 
she brought up her children she also worked 
as a Fuller Brush Lady and taught pre-school 
at etz Chaim synagogue for 25 years. 

“murray joined etz Chaim 60 years 
ago and served as president. i’m a 57-
year member,” she said. “People know 
us because murray called the synagogue 

Bingo games for 40 years.”
Janet also worked many years as a part-

time home telemarketing researcher, a job 
she held simultaneously with her other 
work with Fuller Brush and the synagogue.

Both Husneys have been museum of 
science & History volunteers, and Janet 
is a 10-year River Garden Hebrew Home 
volunteer. she survived breast cancer in 2008 
as well as a rare skin cancer in 2011. she 
lovingly cares for murray, who underwent 
treatment for prostate cancer in 2015.

The couple said they hope to remain 
in their home as long as possible. They 
emphatically agree it would take “an act of 
Congress”to get them to move. it’s a good 
thing they can no longer climb into their 
attic, because after 50 years there’s so much 
stuff up there they’d never get back out, 
Janet said. 

 “i love my family,” Janet said frequently. 
As matriarch, Janet is the keeper of 
birthdays. Her thick, well-worn address 
and date book is always close at hand. it 
has every birthday, anniversary and other 
important dates meticulously recorded for 
each family member. 

The Husneys have three children, 
miriam, Adam and Jill, eight grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren.

“we’ve been so blessed,” Janet said, 
while smiling at her husband. “we’ve been 
married 57 good years, we are able to see 
all our family, and we are doing the things 
we enjoy. There is really nothing left to be 
done,” she said.

Janet and Murray Husney married 
Sept. 12, 1959

Murray Husney in uniform, 1952 Murray and Janet Husney
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Arbor Terrace San Jose is currently accepting reservations.
For additional information or to set up a tour, call Nicole Jones at 904-601-3884, or visit www.at-sanjose.com

Arbor Terrace San Jose: Ready to Serve
When it opens in May, Arbor 

Terrace San Jose will have 
an experienced team of 

professionals ready to serve residents with 
the highest quality in memory care.

The community, located at 3760 
Dupont Avenue in Jacksonville, Fla., 
will offer a safe and caring environment 
dedicated exclusively to seniors living 
with Alzheimer’s or dementia, thanks 
to dedicated staff people like Corrine 
Eubanks, Executive Director of Arbor 
Terrace San Jose.

“I’m really proud of the team we’ve 
assembled,” said Corrine, whose career in 
senior living spans more than 20 years. 
“Every person on our staff truly has a 
heart for serving seniors with dementia. 
Our residents and their families can enjoy 
peace of mind, knowing that our Arbor 
Terrace staff is providing the best in life – 
with a smile.” 

Before joining Arbor Terrace, Corrine 
served seniors in a variety of roles 
including as an Early Stage Support 
Group Facilitator for the Alzheimer’s 
Association and certified Assisted Living 
Administrator.

Joining her on staff is Nicole Jones, 
Senior Care Counselor, who earned her 
master’s degree in clinical social work from 
Florida State University.

“I have always been passionate 
about helping seniors and their 
families,” Nicole said. “I am proud to 
be part of The Arbor Company, with 

its commitment to excellence and to 
creating a warm environment that 
residents enjoy every day.”

The Arbor Company’s specialized 
approach to memory care includes 
three components: Dining with Dignity, 
which promotes increased nutritional 
intake and helps residents maintain their 
independence as long as possible; Gem 
Levels, a positive approach to addressing 
each resident’s needs and abilities across 
the dementia spectrum; and the Engaged 
Living program, which enriches residents’ 
lives by providing activities they can enjoy 
within their level of ability.

Arbor Terrace San Jose will help 
address a growing need for dementia care; 
according to the Alzheimer’s Association, 

nearly half a million Floridians are living 
with Alzheimer’s or another form of 
dementia. The community’s 60 units will 
include two levels of security, designed to 
keep residents safe yet as independent as 
possible, depending on their current level 
of abilities. Families may choose bedroom 
or companion suites.

Jacksonville-based Whitehall Realty 
Partners owns the property and The Arbor 
Company operates it. The Arbor Company 
is an Atlanta-based operator of more than 
28 independent living, assisted living and 
memory care communities, serving seniors 
in eleven states. 

 For additional information or to set up a 
tour, call Nicole Jones at 904-601-3884, or 
visit www.at-sanjose.com

Corrine Eubanks

Nicole Jones

“I am proud to be part of The Arbor 
Company, with its commitment to 
excellence and to creating a warm 
environment that residents enjoy 
every day.”
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•  $45.00 per day  
or $200.00 for the entire week  
($25.00 discount) if you sign up for the entire week

•  Rotating weeks between  
Jacksonville and Fleming Island 
with different themed weeks

•  Jacksonville first week starts June 20th
•  Fleming Island first week starts June 27th

• Ages 5-12
•  Art show at the end of each week for those kids 

that have participated in an entire week
•  Camp includes, simple art instruction and some art 

history; snack, and completed painting each day
• Drop off is at 9:00am, camp runs from 9:30-12:30
•  Kids camp posted online live for signups  

by April 1st

1525 San Marco Boulevard, 32207
904.399.8399

1524 County Road 220, 32003
904.579.3577

Jacksonville Fleming Island

scholastic scientists take home awards at state science Fair
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

several students from duval County 
public and private schools were winners 
at the state science fair in Lakeland, 
march 29-31. more than 800 students 
in grades six through 12 from around 
the state presented their science projects 
at the three-day event. thirty duval 
County students won awards, special 
awards, cash prizes and scholarships.

Five of the 11 middle school students 
competing from northeast Florida hailed 
from san Jose Catholic school. All five 
received awards with maryAlice young 
winning the Physics and Astronomy 
Category and being named Junior division 
Grand Award winner for her project, 
“Creating an electromagnetic Field 
strong enough to simulate earth’s Gravity 
in space.” in addition to a plaque, she 
received $500 as a dr. nelson ying scholar, 
and $100 from the Florida department of 
Agriculture and Consumer services. Her 
sister, izabelle, won the biomedical and 
health sciences division for her project 
entitled, “Heavy metal Hookah?” 

Howard Andre Royce of episcopal 
received a recognition certificate and the 
university of Central Florida’s Pegasus 
Gold scholarship of $14,000 over eight 
semesters for his project, the effect of 
Compression and tension in a Bolted 
system.” Royce also received a $1,000 
scholarship to the Florida college of his 
choice from the Link Foundation.

Five students have been selected 
to present their projects at the intel 
international science and engineering 
Fair in Phoenix, Arizona in may. Heading 
to Phoenix will be yebin (Alice) Choi 
and Lindsay Poulos of episcopal, stanton 
students madison Lee and Victoria Ge, 
and Hannah Lee of Bolles.

in addition to the young sisters, three 
other san Jose Catholic students won 
awards at the fair. Jack w. Brophy placed 
third with his project, “strengthening 
and extending Radio wave Range with 
Liquids.” Grant F. Reidy’s project, “do Cell 
Phones emit Radiation,” placed fourth. 
John P. Cratem received sixth place and a 

recognition certificate for his project, “The 
energy efficient Light Bulb.”

John Blake Caven of Julia Landon 
College Preparatory middle school placed 
third in the Junior division with his 
project, “exploring machine Learning: The 
effect of a Genetic Algorithm on Lacrosse 
simulation Game Play.”

Placing second in the senior Animal 
sciences division for Bolles was Hannah 
Lee; her project was entitled “spotted 
wing drosophila, Baiting and trapping.” 
Also from Bolles, shreyas K. Chetan 

received honorable mention for a 
project entitled “tumeric – A good 
treatment for skin wounds” in the senior 
microbiology division.

Four students took home awards for 
Bishop Kenny. evan B. Loadholtz placed 
second in the senior plant sciences division 
with a project, “The effect of irradiation 
and Full spectrum GrowLights on the 
Growth and development of sea island 
Cotton.” Rylee e. schroder, erisa Gjoka 
and nicolina C. Graves each received 
honorable mention for their projects. 

schroder competed in the Biomedical 
and Health sciences senior division with 
a project, “Pressure distribution in Ballet 
Pointe shoes.” Gjoka and Graves’ project, 
“Creating Bioplastics,” competed in the 
senior cellular/molecular biology and 
biochemistry division.

seven students joined Royce in taking 
home awards for episcopal. Lindsay s. 
Poulos placed fourth in the biomedical 
and health sciences senior division with 
her project, “The effects of e-cigarette 
Vapor on drosophila melanogaster.” 
Chang yang placed third in the senior 
engineering division with her project, 
“Attaching microlens Array to Biohybrid 
solar Cell to improve its energy 
Conversion.” tara m. martin placed 
fourth in the same category with a project, 
“Biomechanical energy Harvesting 
from Respiration utilizing Piezoelectric 
materials and Frequency up Conversion to 
Power wearable microelectronics.”

in the mathematics and computational 
sciences senior division, isaiah m. 
nields of episcopal placed third with a 
project, “Computer Vision Algorithm 
for Quantifying motion.” episcopal’s 
Zachary C. Zeller placed third in the 
senior plant science division with a 
project, “the effects of Arboscular 
mycorrhizal Fungi on the salt tolerance 
of Hydroponically Cultivated Beta 
Vugaris and Rosmarinus officinalis.” 
Courtney A. Crawford and Zachary R. 
Adam received recognition certificates 
in the cellular/molecular biology 
and biochemistry senior division for 
their project, “urinary metabolomics: 
using mass spectrometry to identify 
Biomarkers for an early detection of 
Kidney Cancer.” 

Although he didn’t place, Graham 
P. ungrady of episcopal won a $50 
cash award from the st. Lucie Regional 
science and engineering Fair in the earth 
and environmental sciences division.

stanton College Preparatory school 
student Victoria L. su of san marco 
placed third in the physics and 
astronomy division with her project, 
“The Radioactivity of Protonlirradiated 
materials ii.

Students from Northeast Florida who competed in the Florida State Science Fair in Lakeland included 
(front row): William Canty, Karl Yang, Zachary Zeller, Shreyas Chetan, Graham Ungrady, Andre Royce, 
Davanik Biswas, Colbi Appleby, Dawson Hey. Second row: Izabelle Young, John Cratem, Alice Choi, 
Elizabeth Bauer, Courtney Crawford, Bettina Huang, Victoria Ge, Jack Brophy, Grant Reidy and Krishna 
Rao. Third row: Normand Garza, John Black Caven, Vanda Sofia Menendez, MaryAlice Young, Neha 
Sonthi, Sreelalitapriya Duvuuri, Victoria Su. Back row: Isaiah Nields, Kiara Royce, Emma St. Johns, Rylee 
Schroder, Madison Lee, Nicolina Graves, Hannah Lee, Tara Martin, River Reynolds, Lindsay Poulos, Erisa 
Gjoka, Zachary Adam and Evan Loadholtz.

Some state fair winners from Northeast Florida included (back row): Zachary Adam (Episcopal), Evan 
Loadholtz (Bishop Kenny), William Canty (Bishop Snyder). Front row: Courtney Crawford (Episcopal), 
MaryAlice Young (San Jose Catholic), Izabelle Young (San Jose Catholic) and Tara Martin (Episcopal).
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Generous donation transforms 
computer lab at sJeds

in the 1990s, when their 
granddaughter, Jennifer, was in school, 
neil and Kiki Rood donated the funds 
to establish the Rood Family Computer 
Lab at san Jose episcopal day school. 
since then, the world of computers 
has changed. desiring their great-
grandchildren to have access to up-to-
date technology while at school, the 
Roods have donated $86,000 so the 
school can redo its computer lab.

“they came for Grandparents’ day,” 
said Jenny Clarke, sJeds director of 
development and marketing, noting 
once they were on campus the couple 
realized the computer lab was outdated. 
“technology has changed. instead of 
using computers just in computer class, 
we use them now as a tool for everything 
(in education),” said Clarke. “the Roods 
are extremely generous. they are doing 
this because they feel technology is 
important, not for recognition.”

the Roods’ granddaughter, Jennifer 

Rood Hoover, attended san Jose 
episcopal and met her husband, Ryan, 
while in elementary school, Clarke said. 
Hoover’s daughters, Peyton and Avery, 
are currently enrolled in kindergarten 
and pre-kindergarten respectively.

with the donation, san Jose episcopal 
plans to transform the existing lab by 
purchasing modular furniture and 40 new 
microsoft surface Pro hybrid tablets and 
laptops that have the functionality of a 
desktop with the mobility of a laptop and 
an intuitive touch screen, said Clarke. 

in addition, the room will have 
newly-painted walls, new printers, 
custom cabinetry and “funky” artwork, 
she said. included among other “cool” 
new computer toys will be BB8 sphero 
app-enabled droids, and hand-held 
GPs devices for geo-caching. san Jose 
episcopal’s “Jose the Bear” collection of 
bears, which have traveled throughout 
the world, will also make their home in 
the space, she said.

Kiki and Neil Rood with their great-grandchildren, Avery, Maddie and Peyton Hoover
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SUMMER CAMP!
Faith, Fitness and Fun for Everyone! 

Enrichment Camp
with Extended Care

7am-6pm

Enrichment Camp
Only

9am-3:30pm

2431 Atlantic Blvd
 Jacksonville, FL 32207 
www.assumptionjax.org
904-398-1774

Now accepting 
registration for 

Assumption Summer 
Enrichment Camp

Registration for the summer 
is $50.00 per child.  

Each week there is a different theme. 
Camp runs from June 6 through July 29.  

For more information 
and to reserve your spot 

visit our website and 
click the Student Life tab.

Included in the rates are snacks, field trips, one  
t-shirt and in-house activities. Bagged lunch should 
be brought daily or lunch may be purchased 
pre-paid in the Summer Enrichment Camp Office. 
Closed toed shoes (tennis shoes) and a towel 
should be brought daily. 

1 Child $175/week $150/week

2 Children $280/week $250/week

3 Children $355/week $310/week

3 Children
or more $355 plus $20 $310 plus $20
 each additional each additional
 child weekly child weekly

Tang named to 
President’s List

Charles tang, 
a Bolles senior 
from san Jose, 
was one of three 
students named 
to the Bolles 
Third Quarter 
President’s List 
for service during 
a recent honors 
convocation in 
davis Gym. The 
students were 
selected because they showed service 
initiatives and stewardship of the “Bolles 
way” through two programs – the 
recent world Cultures and Countries 
Fair, which tang helped facilitate, and 
the school’s monthly “music for bells.”

Joining tang on the list were Leah 
Bayat, a junior, and John Bateh, a senior. 

The President’s List awards recognize 
student excellence inside and outside 
the classroom each quarter of the school 
year. Honorees are nominated by their 
peers, faculty and staff and a faculty 
committee decides who is selected. 
The main criteria, besides having 
all passing grades and exemplifying 
the “Bolles way,” is to have made a 
significant contribution beyond the level 
of performance expected of a Bolles 
student in creating a positive impact in 
the area of service to the school or the 
community at-large.

Charles Tang

Bishop Kenny’s Kaldor heading to usC upstate
Hard work in the classroom and on the 

track has paid off for Bishop Kenny senior 
Jimmy Kaldor of st. nicholas. on April 
14, the Crusaders’ long distance standout 
signed to run cross country and track next 
year at the university of south Carolina 
upstate in spartanburg. 

“He’s a phenomenal guy, and one of 
the brightest kids i’ve ever worked with,” 
said Bryan Haffey, a track coach at Bishop 
Kenny and also Kaldor’s philosophy 
teacher. “He is one of the most dedicated 
runners i’ve ever seen.”

mark Curran, assistant cross country 
and track coach at Bishop Kenny agreed. 
“He’s one of the hardest working kids on 
our team,” Curran said. “He had a few 
injuries in cross country this season that 
were hard to work through, but he was 
out every day helping out and working to 
mentor the younger kids on the team. He 
has wanted to run at the next level. i’m 
really happy for him that he will have the 
opportunity to do that.”

An “A” student who earned Bishop 
Kenny’s scholar-athlete award every 
quarter for the past four years, Kaldor, 
who plans to major in history, was 
accepted to every college he applied to 
and turned down several offers to run 
at other schools in order to join the 
division i spartans, who granted him a 
$2,000 scholarship. 

“i’m very excited to begin the next 
phase of my running career. Go, 
spartans!” said Kaldor after the signing 
ceremony. “i love the location and the 

coach seemed like he knew what he was 
talking about. i think the place fits me.”

Primarily a distance runner who was 
named captain of the Crusaders’ cross 
country squad last fall, Kaldor’s best 
time on the five-kilometer cross country 
course was 16:44. so far this season in 
track, he has logged personal bests of 
9:58 at 3200 meters and 4:40 in the 1600. 

Surrounded by his teammates on the Bishop 
Kenny track team, Jimmy Kaldor of St. Nicholas 
is congratulated after signing to run at the 
University of South Carolina Upstate next fall.

The Kaldor Family at Jimmy’s signing with the 
University of South Carolina Upstate: Back row: 
Erik Kaldor, Lauren Kaldor. Front Row: Dell Kaldor 
and Jimmy Kaldor

young pianists 
give recital at 
main Library
Students in Douglas Anderson School of 
the Arts Piano Program were on stage at 
the Jacksonville Main Library March 13 for 
its Intermezzo Sunday Concert. Performing 
selections from composers such as Beethoven, 
Haydn, Schubert, Chopin and Mozart, 
under the direction of Vera Watson, Piano 
Department chair at Douglas Anderson, were 
(front): Emily Taylor, Amanda Winnicki, Viann 
Yu, Bethany Roberts, Gabrielle McGrath, 
Shoshana Howard; (back) Kara Straight, Sen 
Veleski, Andrew Urso, Cristian Dirkhising.
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TEXTBOOKS
INCLUDED

Learn more about our online degrees, workshops, and CEUs.

Gainful employment information available at ColumbiaSouthern.edu/Disclosure.

ColumbiaSouthern.edu/OSHmag  |  877.845.7780

FLEXIBLE. AFFORDABLE. ONLINE.

TUITION 
1/3 THE COST 
OF MOST OTHER PRIVATE 
UNIVERSITIES
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IS ABOUT 

Nick Tufts
2015 Graduate

HAe Chessmen win Clay County Fair tournament
The Hendricks Avenue elementary 

Chess team finished off its year by 
winning the 2016 Clay County Fair 
Chess tournament in Green Cove 
spring April 9.

Competing on the victorious 
kindergarten through second 
grade team were Jude yu and Jeb 
naugle. yu finished first in the 
individual competition and naugle 
was runner up.

winning the team competition for 
HAe in the third through fifth grade 
division were esher yu, Katherine 
Cheshire, Hayes Bettman, Parker 
Roberson and James Francis. Bettman 
won the individual competition with 
Francis placing second, Roberson, 
third and yu, fourth.

it was the third time this year 
Hendricks Avenue elementary 
students have won interscholastic 
chess. this fall they won the 
Greenwood invitational at 
Greenwood school followed 
by victory at the 20th Annual 
Jacksonville City scholastic 
Championship in February.

“i’m proud to see their year-long 
efforts have been rewarded with these 
results,” said HAe Chess Club coach 
George Foote of san marco.

HAe’s chess club draws 
approximately 90 students in three 
separate grade levels, Foote said. The 
students meet once a week to learn the 
game and practice their skill. 

USC freshman 
wins college “idol” 
competition

thad scherer of san marco, 
and currently a freshman at the 
university of southern California, 
won $1,000 and the opportunity to 
produce and record his own single 
with Grammy-winning producers. 
scherer was one of 12 usC students 
competing in a collegiate singing 
competition modeled after American 
idol, after making it through a “boot 
camp” weekend of competition.

scherer, who is majoring in theatre, 
performed a mash-up of Rihanna’s 
“s&m” and “earned it” by The 
weeknd. He was the only one to 
combine two songs in his arrangement, 
perhaps contributing to his win.

Thad Scherer

Hendricks Avenue Elementary 
kindergarten through second 
grade team Jude Yu and Jeb 
Naugle with Coach George Foote. 
(Photo courtesy of Kevin Pryor)

Hendricks Avenue Elementary third-fifth grade team: Esher Yu, 
Katherine Cheshire, Hayes Bettman, Parker Roberson and James 
Francis with Coach George Foote. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Pryor)

Bishop Kenny auction celebrates 30 years
Celebrating its 30th annual auction, the 

Bishop Kenny Booster Club netted a record 
$130,000 at its live and silent auctions April 
9 in the school’s gymnasium.

The event raises money to support 
Bishop Kenny’s athletic programs and 
other school extracurricular activities. 
Among the bidders were Jim Culp and 
Lou trad of san Jose, who jointly founded 
the auction as a fundraiser 30 years ago 
when Culp was president of the Booster 
Club. Also seated at the Founder’s table 
was the auction’s first auctioneer, Verne 
Altenbaugh. For the 12th year in a 
row, Luman Beasley of Luman Beasley 

Auctioneers, inc. donated his services.
Prior to the auction, donors enjoyed 

a scrumptious steak dinner catered by 
Carrabbas.

Seated at the Founders’ table at the Bishop Kenny 
Auction were (front) Lou Trad, Verne Altenbaugh, 
Carol Altenbaugh, Jeanne Early; back: Jim and 
Nancy Culp, Betty Trad, Brian Early and Teresa Nolan.
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4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville, FL  32210  |  904-387-5538  |  Toll Free: 800-800-0895  |  info@ortegalanding.com  |  www.OrtegaLanding.com

If you love relaxing in boating style, you’ll love the amenities at The Marina at 
Ortega Landing. With occupancy at an all-time high, you’ll want to secure your 
slip now. Be ready to take advantage of those warm winter days with a cruise 
up or down the St. Johns, then relax by a cozy fire in our luxury clubhouse. 
Check out our specials and boater discounts. 

Visit www.OrtegaLanding.com or call us at (904) 387-5538.

Local boaters find affordable weekend 
home right in Jacksonville.

walkathon goal surpassed; principal spends day on roof
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Hendricks Avenue elementary Principal 
Lacy Healy is no welcher when it comes to 
keeping her word. in the past when she chose 
to motivate her students in their quest to raise 
money in the Friends of Hendricks annual 
walkathon fundraiser, Healy delivered on her 
promise to kiss a pig and be dunked in a water 
tank, and this year was no different.

when her students collectively walked 
the 788-mile distance from Jacksonville 
to Beaumont, texas, 88 miles more than 
their initial goal, and raised $60,005, 
three grand more than the $57,000 they 
had targeted, Healy made good on her 
promise to move her office to the roof of 
the HAe cafeteria on march 29.

“i might actually get something done,” 
Healy laughed, noting she would have no 
phone to interrupt her as she contemplated 
spending five hours on the roof under a 
makeshift tent to protect her from the sun. 

 “i think the school is blessed to have the 
support of the community. Parents and stu-
dents have really rallied around the cause,” 
she said. “These stunts really motivate the 

kids. They think it’s something special, and 
it doesn’t cost anything. it’s free.”

The money raised in the walkathon 
will pay for new playground equipment as 
well as classroom supplies, teacher grants 
and other necessary things the school 
needs “where funding from the district 
and state fall short,” she said.

Leading the students in the number of laps 
during the walking event February 27 was 
first grader Annabelle davis, who logged 97, 
a whopping 12.125 miles. in second place 
was Charlie devooght, a second grader, 
with 90 laps followed by fifth grader enzo 

Revealing the amount raised in the fundraiser were Annabelle Davis, Charlie Devooght, Enzo Antonio-Jose, Logan Cleghorn, Parker Cleghorn, Keegan Maclean, 
Marleah Maclean, and HAE Principal Lacy Healy.

Antonio-Jose with 88 laps. Rounding out the 
top walkers in each grade level were Riya Kar, 
a fourth grader at 86 laps, delaney Friday, 
a third grader, with 80 laps, and Broward 
naugle, a kindergartener, with 51 laps.

The school’s top fundraisers were Logan 
and Parker Cleghorn, two brothers in first 
and third grade respectively, who tied for 
first. in second place was Keegan maclean 
a third grader, and in third place was his 
sister, marleah maclean a fifth grader. 
The two students who tallied the most 
individual donors were trevor Alexander, 
a second grader, with 27 donors and 

marquriea skelton, a third grader, with 22.
The four children who brought in the 

most money were rewarded with a “Party 
Palooza” – a “blowout” afterschool party, 
as well as lunch with Healy at the metro 
diner. depending on the amount they 
raised, other student fundraisers were 
rewarded with ice cream sandwiches on 
April 1, a cupcake party, an afterschool 
movie party, or party palooza, which 
included a surprise. in all, 236 HAe 
students attended one of the three parties, 
said Jane Courtney davis, business partner 
chair for Friends of Hendricks.

Bolles sends 
budding journalist 
to conference

more than 140 children from the Jacksonville community took 
part in the inaugural daily’s Fit-4-Life Kids duathlon on April 9 
at Riverside Presbyterian day school. Kristian Villano and Laura 
edgecombe were event co-chairs. 

Juniors, ages 5 to 9, ran 0.75 miles, biked three miles, 
then finished by running another quarter mile, while senior 
competitors, ages 10 to 15, ran 1.5 miles, biked six and finished 

with a 0.75-mile run. Three run routes were established along 
Riverside Avenue and may street, while the bicycle route began 
and ended at RPds, running along oak street to mallory street. 
winners received medals in the form of zipper pulls to display on 
jackets or backpacks.

After the races, a family-friendly festival included snacks, face 
painting, inflatables, free health screenings and more.

Hayden Borowy 

inaugural kids’ duathlon ends with family festival

Bolles student and san Jose 
resident Hayden Borowy will 
represent Jacksonville as a national 
youth Correspondent in washington, 
d.C., at the 2016 washington 
Journalism and media Conference.

Borowy will attend the July 17-22 
event, along with a select group of 
students from all over the country, 
for an intensive study of journalism 
and media at George mason 
university. the week-long event 
includes exploring the creative, 
practical and ethical tensions 
inherent in journalism and media.

Sammy Dussinger Chloe Barron and Charlotte Nolan Hayden Jones and Jack Jones
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For Bolles freshmen, competition 
is the tie that binds
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Perhaps the reason Charles Hicks and 
Chase Rivera became such fast friends is 
that few in a race can keep up with them.

As freshmen, the Bolles’ duo are tops 
both on the track and cross country trails 
as well as in the classroom. on top of that, 
academically, both are straight A students 
enlisting an invitation to Bolle’s year-end 
Academic Banquet, which honors the top 10 
percent of students from each grade level. 

This spring, although they are not in the 
same science class, the young men entered 
an award-winning science project at the 
north Florida regional science fair, placing 
third and taking home a cash prize of $50 
in the chemistry division. 

But it is on the track the two speed demons 
shine, not only regionally but nationally.

According to dyestAt/Athletic.net, 
Rivera is the fastest freshman in the nation in 
the indoor mile, having won the event with a 
time of 4:19.94 at the new Balance national 
indoor meet at the Armory track and Field 
Center in new york City march 15. in fact, 
as of April 7, among freshmen, he was fifth 
nationally in the outdoor 1600 meter run, 
11th nationally in the 800-meter run, and 
21st nationally in the 3200-meter run.

Rivera’s Florida state rankings are 
equally impressive. A san Jose resident 
who came to Bolles after graduating 
from san Jose Catholic, he leads Florida 
freshmen in the 1600, and is second in 
both the 800 and 3200.

meanwhile, Hicks, leads the united 
states among freshmen in the outdoors 
3200-meter run and is first in Florida 
in the same event. At the new Balance 
national indoor meet, Hicks was not far 
behind his buddy, placing fourth in the 
mile with a time of 4:29.97.

An ortega resident, Hicks is ranked 
11th nationally among frosh in the 1600 
and 15th nationally among frosh in the 
800, according to dyestAt/Athletic.com 
on April 7. in Florida he’s even harder 
to beat, ranking second among Florida 
freshmen in the 1600 and third in the 800.

meanwhile, in Florida cross country, 
they are ranked one and two with Hicks 
usually crossing the line before Rivera after 
running head to head most of the race.

“For as young as they are, they have 
the talent, but they don’t waste the 
talent,” said mike Rivera, Chase’s father 

and Bolles’ head cross country coach 
and assistant track coach. “they work 
as hard as the seniors on the team. so 
far they’re ahead of their age group in 
the goals they have set for themselves 
and in what they have accomplished. 
they’re both goal-oriented and driven. 
they will take on anything competitive, 
and that’s why they’re attracted to each 
other, because they both know they will 
compete at the highest level,” he said. 

Chase Rivera said his friendship with 
Hicks is strengthened by their similarities. 
“in every aspect in life we have similar 
mindsets,” said Rivera. “we push hard. we 
have a feeling of what the other person is 
thinking,” he said.

Hicks agreed. “we both have a huge 
competitive side, and we are willing to put 
in enough work to get a great result,” Hicks 
continued. “once i started realizing i was 
good at running that made a difference. 
i like the adrenalin rush that comes from 
beating a previous time or record. nothing 
really beats that. Also, the hardest worker 
usually wins, and i like that in practice i 
can talk with my friends.”

Like Hicks, Rivera concurred with 
this sentiment. “i love the social aspect 
of running. in other sports you make 
friends, but when you run with people 
you really bond,” he said.

Although they officially met on the track 
this year, Rivera said he was well aware of 
Hick’s reputation for speed prior to their 
introduction. “Then i looked at him as 
more of a threat,” Rivera said. “now that 
we are on the team together, i see he’s a 
great teammate and we motivate each 
other on the race course.”

in the future, the duo’s only goals are to 
get faster and earn a state championship 
ring for Bolles’ captain Alex turnock. 
“This is his last shot. i’d like to win state 
in the two-mile to get us to that goal,” said 
Hicks, adding he also hopes to compete 
in the new Balance outdoor national 
Championships in north Carolina in June.

“The qualifying time is 9:55. i already 
ran a 9:17 so it’s just a question of going,” 
he said, adding in the future he aims to 
lower his time to “deep in the eights.” 

Like his friend, Rivera’s goal is to win 
the mile at state. He also hopes to set a 
state record and lower his mile time below 
the four-minute mark. “not many people 
have done it,” he said, noting his current 
personal best is 4:18.

Fast buddies, Chase Rivera and Charles Hicks

san Jose student honored with 
presidential service award

Benjamin swanson of san Jose, 
a sophomore at Christ Church 
Academy (CCA) in mandarin, was 
recently honored for exemplary 
community service by receiving the 
President’s Volunteer service Award.

the award, which recognizes 
middle and high school students 
across America, who have 
volunteered significant amounts of 
time in service to their communities 
as well as their country, was 
bestowed by the Prudential spirit 
of Community Awards program on 
behalf of President Barack obama. 
swanson was recognized by his 
school for exemplary volunteer 
service and nominated by CCA 
for the national honor last fall. in 
winning the award, he was presented 
with a President’s Volunteer service 
Award certificate as well as a letter 
from the president.

“the recipients of these awards 
demonstrate that young people 
across America are making 
remarkable contributions to 
the health and vitality of their 
communities,” said John strangefield, 
chairman and Ceo of Prudential 
Financial. “By recognizing these 
students and placing a spotlight on 
their volunteer activities, we hope 

to motivate others to consider how 
they also can contribute to their 
community.”

so far this year, swanson has 
earned more than 500 service hours 
and raised approximately $5,000 
for st. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital to help continue the fight 
against childhood cancer and other 
deadly diseases.

the fight against cancer is personal 
to swanson. After watching his 
mother battle the disease, he said 
he does not want others, especially 
children, to suffer from it as she has.

Benjamin Swanson and Dr. Madison Nichols, 
principal of Christ Church Academy, show off 
Swanson’s volunteer award.
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By Lara Patangan
Resident Community News

news of the devastating 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake in ecuador shook the 
community of Assumption Catholic 
Church, who are now mourning the 
loss of one of the sisters killed when the 
building she was in collapsed.  

Although 2,160 miles away from the 
Catholic parish located in the st. nicholas 
neighborhood, for parishioners who 
fondly remember sister Clare Crockett, 
the impact from the earthquake in 
ecuador really hit home.  

Forming part of the first community 
of the servant sisters of the Home of the 
mother at Assumption Catholic Church 
in 2006, sister Clare became a kind of 
matriarch to the youth of the parish.

“it’s like somebody in the family died,” 
said Assumption’s Father Fred Parke. “it’s 
a hard thing. People are really hurting.”

Among those hurting the most, many 
are children who remember fondly the 
love they had for the guitar-playing sister.  

“she was a bright star – a very talented 
person,” explained Father Parke. “she was 
very creative in her approach with the 
children. she was like a magnet to them.”

drawn to her seemingly unceasing 
smile, irish wit, and musical flair, sister 
Clare left an indelible mark on the 
students she taught from 2006 to 2009, 
before she was transferred back to spain 
and then onto the mission in ecuador.  

nancy widener, a parishioner of 
Assumption, described sister Clare as 
a second mother to her three children, 
as well as so many other children in the 
parish who naturally flocked to her.

widener’s son, nathan, who is now 15 
years old, was only in kindergarten when 
the sisters came to Assumption. The first 
time he saw sister Clare he asked his mom 
if that was God.

“They were two peas in a pod,” explained 
widener of her son’s relationship to the 
sister. “she encouraged him. she made 
things relevant to the children. she met 
them at their level.”

Part of her success at relating to children 
was achieved through her musical acumen. 

– In Memoriam – 

Clare Crockett
November 14, 1982 – April 16, 2016

“if she could sing it, that’s how she 
would tell a story,” said widener. “she 
was always singing – always smiling.”

A native of northern ireland, sister 
Clare initially worked as an actress before 
she attended a retreat with the sisters of 
the Home of the mother in spain. After 
taking her religious vows at the age of 18, 
she continued to use her theatrical talents 
as the puppeteer on the ewtn Global 
Catholic network television station’s 
children’s show, Hi Lucy.  

But her gifts weren’t just limited to 
bringing joy to children.  

“she was quite the evangelist and also a 
bit of an activist,” said nancy mcGowan, 
a parishioner at Assumption who credits 
sister Clare with implementing the saint 
ignatius religious curriculum in the 
church’s adjoining elementary school.  

sister Clare was always asking 

Nathan Widener with Sister Clare at his First Holy Communion

mcGowan what prayer needs she had 
and whether it was to close the abortion 
clinic in san marco or the strip club in 
st. nicholas, sister Clare’s prayers always 
seemed to accomplish the task.

“People naturally went to her. they 
could relate to her. spiritually, that was 
her gift,” explained mcGowan. “she was 
to Assumption what tim tebow was to 
the Florida Gators.”

sister Clare was serving in ecuador, 
where her religious order ran a school 
for children, when the earthquake that 
killed more than 480 people struck. it 
is believed sister Clare was teaching a 
guitar lesson at the time. Her body was 
found under a stairwell along with five 
postulants who were studying to join the 
religious order.  

Father Parke, remembering the banter 
between he and sister Clare who would 

often use the word “wee” pronounced 
in her irish brogue, found himself using 
the same word while praying for her to 
be found safely. “i kept praying, she is 
such a wee thing – that maybe she was 
in a crevice and survived. But i guess it 
wasn’t meant to be.” 

to mcGowan, it is not just a 
coincidence that sister Clare died at 33 
years old, the same age that Jesus and 
many of the beloved saints were when 
they died.

“There is no doubt in my mind that she 
went straight to heaven,” said mcGowan.  
“she gave it all just like Jesus did.”  

while widener still can’t believe sister 
Clare is gone, she said the love the sister 
had for God and for others, especially 
children, would be a legacy that would 
live in the hearts of those left behind.  

“she is still going to be touching 
people, even now that she is gone. People 
will remember her; they will remember 
what she said and did and her faith will 
go on through others.”

in a memorial video produced by 
sister Clare’s order, she describes herself 
surrendering to the will of God by 
accepting her assignment in ecuador.  

“when i entered as a sister at the 
servant sisters of the Home of the 
mother, i did so to dedicate my life to 
God. i knew by entering a religious 
community i was completely putting 
my life in His hands,” said sister Clare. 
“so when i was told i was going to go 
to ecuador to do missionary work, i 
put my life in God’s hands and totally 
accepted it.”  

 mcGowan also accepts that what is 
a tragedy for those left behind was, for 
sister Clare, the joy of God taking her 
home to him.  

“she gave her life for Jesus,” said 
mcGowan while noting the parallels 
between sister Clare’s service to 
humanity and that of saint Paul as 
chronicled in the Bible verse in First 
Corinthians 9:19-22.  

“For though i am free from all men, 
i have made myself a servant for all…i 
have become all things to all men, that 
all may know Christ.”

Amelia Widener 
with Sister Clare 
at kindergarten 
graduation






