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Developer seeks less density, 
amenities in existing space
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The new owner of the Commander Apartments 
and St. Johns Village submitted a planned 
unit development (PUD) and a land use change 
application to the City of Jacksonville after 
several months of “research and analysis, as 
well as close work and cooperation with 
neighbors and Riverside Avondale Preservation,” 
according to a statement released by Jeff Rosen, 
principal/vice president at Chance Partners, 
LLC, of Atlanta, Georgia.

The planned development of no more than 
224 apartments will be “an enhancement to the 
currently underutilized property,” Rosen stated. 
The number of units includes both the Commander, 
currently with 99 units, and new construction 
of two four-story apartment buildings and two 
carriage houses with two apartments in each.

Proposed plans for the Commander call for 
a total of 88 units, according to Rosen. “To 
achieve this, several units on the first and 
second floors will be removed to create addi-
tional space for building amenities,” he said. 

“Additionally, all outdoor amenities, such as 
the pool, will be updated and enhanced to 
reflect the upscale nature of the property.” 

Rosen said the total apartment count will 
not exceed 224 among the five buildings, but 

the number of one-, two, and three-bedroom 
apartments has not been finalized.

Chance Partners purchased the 5.78-acre 
property in March 2016 for $5.8 million. The 
PUD estimates another $35 million will be 
put into the project. If the project receives 
approval from the Planning Commission, 
Land Use and Zoning, and City Council, the 
 firm expects to begin construction by the end 
of 2016 with completion scheduled for the 
first half of 2018.

In his statement, Rosen noted the new plan 
is less dense than the previous plan submitted 
three years ago by Chase Properties, which 
called for 260 residential units as well as 10,000  
 

NEW PLANS FOR COMMANDER, ST. JOHNS VILLAGE SUBMITTED
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YELLOW DUCKS 
HELP RAISE BIG BUCKS NEW AVONDALE GALLERY 

PERFECT VENUE FOR PARTY
Not just for making the bath tub lots of fun, signature rubber ducks helped make 
the Rubber Ducks and Food Trucks festival at the Jacksonville Landing a good time 
on the St. Johns River. HealthyUNow volunteers splashed 2,500 yellow rubber ducks 
into the St. Johns River as part of a 200-foot race during a tide change. The race 
helped to raise funds for a new campus for children on the autism spectrum. Read 
more on page 33.

A First Friday cocktail hour kicked off 
the start of a hot summer with cool drinks 
at the Anazao Galleries. Tony Nickle 
poses with gallery owner Jacob Danner 
(right) at The Revivals’ evening event. 
Read more, page 29.

Riverside  —  Avondale  —  Ortega  —  Murray Hill

Although Amelia Peterson didn’t go home 
with a dog, she did pause to give a hug to 
Leo Bear, a very special survivor. To read Leo 
Bear’s story and learn more about Jax Dog 
Café, turn to page 34.

LOCAL RESCUES GET 
A SECOND CHANCE, 
NEW HOMES

Community News

Fans of fiction were drawn to 
one of their favorite fantastical 
evenings, as the Main Library 
downtown played host to Learn 
to Read Jacksonville’s top event. 

“Night at the Library…Where the 
Characters Come to Life” benefits 
adults in our community that 
are unable to read. The gala 
provided patrons an opportunity 
to share in the mission on July 
23. Read more on page 26.

Michaela Hope Tashjian , Brandon Pourch

Board member Bill Koch gives 
a big ‘thumbs up’ at the starting 
line for the latest Grand Prix 
race to benefit Junior Achievement 
in Northeast Florida. Read more 
on page 13.

Helping to fund literacy, 
one patron at a time

Where the rubber  
hits the road

Helping to fund literacy, 
one patron at a time

YELLOW DUCKS 
HELP RAISE BIG BUCKS
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Summer is the prime time for Americans 
to be on the move – and we’re not talking 
about vacation travel. According to realtor.
com, summer is the busiest time for relocation 
companies, moving households from one 
address to another, often within the same 
city, but sometimes crossing state lines.

A study conducted by realtor.com looked 
at three datasets* to come up with a list of 
the top 10 cities to which Americans are 
moving. Tampa ranked number one, 
Jacksonville number two and Orlando 
number seven, making Florida the most 
popular state for newcomers.

“It’s not surprising that Jacksonville is 
becoming a destination of choice for those 
who want to relocate,” said Terrell Newberry, 

president of Northeast Florida Association 
of Realtors (NEFAR). “The combination of 
warm climate, beaches, rivers and extraor-
dinary park system provide an abundance 
of natural allure, while our home prices and 
overall cost of living are quite reasonable 
in comparison to many other areas.”

With no state income tax, home prices 
that are relatively low compared to other 
metropolitan areas, and strong job creation, 
Florida is attractive to people from cities 
such as New York, Chicago, Detroit and 
Cleveland, which isn’t surprising given the 
harsh winter climates. The California cities 
of San Francisco, San Jose and Los Angeles 
are also losing residents, primarily due to 
high median home prices and cost of living.

Jacksonville’s median home price of $196,338, 
according to NEFAR’s June market statistics, 
allows for affordable housing while its 

Jacksonville ranks second for places to move
unemployment rate of 4.4 percent is lower 
than the national average of 4.9 percent. 
Jacksonville is also the number two pick city 
for millennials – after San Antonio, Texas – 
according to the same realtor.com study.

“We have incredible momentum right now 
– companies are choosing to invest in our 
city and people are moving to Jacksonville 
for the opportunities here,” JAX Chamber 
Chair Audrey Moran said. “When you have 
great businesses of all sizes in a hiring mode 
and such a variety of neighborhoods where 
everyone can find a place to call home, your 
city will get national attention.”

* The study analyzed data from the Census Bureau 
(2009-2013 metropolitan migration data); moving.com 
(number of cross-metro moving requests), and a 
cross-metro traffic search on realtor.com.

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Department store chain Belk, with head-
quarters in Charlotte, North Carolina, an-
nounced early in July it would close its Westside 
location in late December, early January.

“We decided to close our Belk store at 
Roosevelt Mall in Jacksonville, Florida in 
January 2017 after a careful evaluation of 
our business plans and competitive position 
in this market. We believe closing the store 
is in the best long-term interests of Belk,” 
said Jessica Graham, Belk vice president, 
communications and community relations. 

“The closing was announced to our 51 
associates at the Jacksonville store. All of 
the associates in good standing were offered 
a transfer to another store, and any who 
do not choose to transfer will be offered 
a severance package.”

The store at the Roosevelt Square shopping 
center is one of five Belks in northeast 
Florida. It has served Westside customers 
since 1998, when Belk took over the building 

Roosevelt Square’s 
Belk to close

The Belk at Roosevelt Square will close by end of January 2017.

that had housed a Gayfers store at the time 
the mall was converted to an open air 
shopping center. Publix and Stein Mart are 
the other primary tenants in the center, 
which has been owned by Dewberry Capital 
of Atlanta since 1997.

When Dewberry Capital bought Roosevelt 
Mall almost 20 years ago, it was in distressed 
circumstances even though it was just 16 
years old. The company’s website indicated 
mismanagement and lack of maintenance 
caused the mall to suffer. 

Dewberry Capital completed redevel-
opment of the shopping center in 2003, 
but after the economic downturn in 2008 

the center suffered from tenant turnover. 
Within the past 18 months, a Verizon 
Wireless agent and a Curves fitness club 
closed, Starbucks relocated further north 
on Roosevelt Boulevard, and the children’s 
boutique, Kennedi’s Closet, relocated to 
the Shoppes of Avondale.

In the past couple of years, however, new 
tenants have come in, including Metro Diner, 
Chase Bank, Orange Theory Fitness, uBreakiFix, 
Great Clips and Kids First Dentistry. A large 
space to Stein Mart’s north is the temporary 
home for a Halloween costume store for 
about eight weeks each year.

Escape the heat, reward 
yourself this summer!

(904) 518-0776

• Membership Available
• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Couples Massage

open 7 days a week
9:30 am - 10:30 pm

license MM34765  MA74497
(904) 518-0776

5393 Roosevelt Blvd. • Unit 4
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

COME IN BETWEEN 9:30-1:30 AND RECEIVE 
SPECIAL PRICING, $60 OFF A 1 HOUR MASSAGE

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale
3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181

www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, 
Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks 
of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or 
guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Allison
steilberg

A top 5 ReAltoR, YeAR AfteR YeAR

904.252.5181

i have found a house i 
love and want to make 
an offer. it needs some 
work and i’d like to 
preserve some of my 
cash that i would have 

used for closing costs for 
repairs instead. Can i ask the 

seller to pay my closing costs?

Q

Ask 
Allison

Absolutely! In this situation, you 
might consider offering full asking 
price (if the comps warrant that) 
and ask the seller to pay ALL of 
your closing costs and pre-
paids. When you get a loan, 
you’ll have lots of out of pocket 
costs. This includes fees charged 
by the state of Florida, the lender and 
also some “pre-paid” items like paying your first 
year of homeowner’s insurance up front and 
the establishment of an escrow account for 3-4 
months of your property taxes. These costs will 
run in the thousands - even on a small loan. If 
you get the seller to pay these fees, you’ll have 
the cash available to refinish your hardwood 
floors, put in new kitchen counter tops or maybe 
even buy some new furniture! Good Luck!

A

4242 Ortega BOULeVarD #16
3BR / 2BA

Charming condo in the heart of Ortega

JUST 
SOLD

8594 HeatHer rUn DrIVe nOrtH
4BR / 3BA

Beautiful single family home in Hampton Glen 

2370 rIVersIDe aVenUe
$535,000

3BR / 3.5BA
Lovely corner townhome in Villa Riva– 

One of only Six available 

UNDER 
CONTRACT

4115 Ortega BOULeVarD
$3,390,000

5BR / 5 full BA / 2 half BA
Spectacular, Riverfront Estate!

NEW 
LISTING

email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

NEW 
LISTING
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SOLD
4715 ALGONQUIN AVE

Classic 2-story 5/3.5, fully renovated, location!
3870 JEAN ST - $159,900

Updated 2/1, nice yard, 2-car det garage
6846 MONTROSE AVE N - $179,900

Lovely, well maintained 3/2.5, 2010sf
4333 VENETIA BLVD - $1,299,000

Renovated 4/5.5, 4428sf, pool/dock/lift

HYDE GROVECONTRACT PENDING WATERFRONT + POOLBeverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698

CONTRACT PENDING
4700 IROQUOIS AVE - $377,500
Spacious and stately 3/3.5, large lot, 2898sf

5121 HARBOR POINT CIR - $599,000
Renovated riverfront 3/2.5, 3043sf

1863 POWELL PL
Shake shingle 3/3, just steps from river

WATERFRONT SOLDTed Miller
904.463.1731

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

1596 LANCASTER TERR 11A - $475,000
Elegant riverfront 3/3, 2365sf

CONTRACT PENDING

4243 VENETIA BLVD - $819,000
One-owner 5/4.5, incredible lot/views

8103 FT CAROLINE RD - $1,335,000
Custom contemp 5/4, 4420sf, 400’ dock/lift

4357 TIMUQUANA RD - $129,000
Adorable 2/1, updated kitchen

4309 SHERWOOD RD - $399,000
Ortega Forest brick 5/3.5, 2924sf, great backyard

WATERFRONT 4.4 ACRES ON RIVER JUST LISTED
Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

ORTEGA FOREST 5BR

904.388.0000
fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support 
Angels for Allison 

with a donation for 
every transaction.

Let us show you why we love 
calling Jacksonville home!

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Nancy Nooney 
904.710.4786

Cheryl Russell
904.742.6593

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Carrie Inman Cessna
904.707.8038

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Fraser Bolwell
904.333.0798

Ken Watson
904.655.7220

1846 MARGARET ST 8A - $215,000
Park Lane 2/2, 1313sf, Heart of Riverside

1927 WOODMERE DR - $499,000
Amazing home, 4/3.5, 4086sf + 900sf apt

4162 CHURCHWELL RD - $295,000
Great opportunity in the Forest, 3/2, 1978sf

1592 GLENDALE ST
Low Country Classic, 2011 3/3, 2001sf

FAIRFAX MANOR CONTRACT PENDING
Alise Ferranti
904.434.0767

SOLDPARK LANE CONDO

REDUCED
1518 GLENDALE ST - $235,000

Uniquely charming 3/2 Avondale bungalow
4091 TIMUQUANA RD - $1,775,000

Amazing 4/4 home on a 404’ deep lot
220 N SERENTA DR - $925,000

Gorgeous 4/3.5 1st floor corner unit, gated

RIVERFRONT ESTATE OCEANFRONT
6230 PARK ST - $207,500

Great waterfront value, 3/2.5, 2207sf, dock

WATERFRONTFred Miller
904.699.6459

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

13050 BENT PINE CT E
Updated 4/2, 1948sf in The Woods

4828 ORTEGA BLVD
Stately two-story brick 4/3.5, 3068sf

1233 INGLESIDE AVE - $284,900
Spacious Avondale bungalow, 4/2, 2462sf

5184 CREEK CROSSING DR - $250,000
Beautiful .34-acre lot in Tidewater

SOLD NEW LOW PRICE
Anne Clay McNulty

904.334.3433

SOLD WATERFRONT LOT

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136

Ana Julian
904.449.2596

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Amelia Burnham
816.518.9004
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

A 120-seat restaurant is being proposed for the former Cowford Traders location 
in the Shoppes of Avondale. The applicant is asking for an exception to provide zero 
parking spaces. Currently, city ordinances require restaurants with more than 100 
seats to provide additional parking for clientele. 

Do you think there are too many restaurants in Avondale for the amount of parking 
in its business district? Do the restaurants negatively affect other businesses or do 
they complement them? Are there any solutions you can suggest to solve the parking 
situation in Avondale?

Residents welcome new 
restaurant, divided on parking

Ann Holt, Avondale

Parking is everyone’s problem, and the business association needs 
to get involved to help solve the problem.

Jean Howell, Avondale

No, I don’t think there are too many restaurants. I think the 
parking will be fine. A lot of people walk to the shops and 
restaurants and that helps as well. I think the restaurants and the 
businesses complement each other. I don’t think there is a solution 
to the parking problem. You can’t tear down the houses, and I 
certainly wouldn’t want to see a parking garage built here.

Billy Knox, Avondale

There’s plenty of parking and having the restaurants here is great 
for business. That’s how we discovered this area. We were looking 
for places to eat and discovered the other shops. I think having 
another restaurant would be great. Clearly there’s no space to 
build parking lots. We need to convince people to walk further, 
and there needs to be more biking.

Amanda Braden, Avondale

I think another restaurant would be a fine addition. I see no 
problem with parking, but I live close enough to be able to walk 
here. The restaurants complement the businesses. A parking 
garage would not complement the area. I’m not sure what the 
solution is.

Dave and Shannon Mead, Avondale
 
We could always use more restaurants, but we need more parking. What we need is a 
steakhouse down here. The restaurants complement the businesses. As far as additional 
parking goes, in order to add parking lots you would need to buy people’s houses and 
tear them down and (that’s not a good idea because) the beauty of Avondale is the 
houses.  Maybe it would be okay if you could build a small parking garage, one to fit 
no more than 100 cars. You would attract more people if you had more parking.

Jason Thomas, Avondale

Yes, there are too many restaurants. It’s not a good idea (for a 
new restaurant to come in), especially if it has 120 seats. I think 
it will have a negative impact on the other businesses because 
everybody else is vying for parking here. You can’t solve the 
parking problem, because you can’t tear down something to build 
up a garage. Maybe it would help if they did bike valet. I think 
they should encourage more bike traffic. That would certainly 
help to alleviate some parking issues.

Julie Morris, Murray Hill

There are not too many restaurants here. The problem is they didn’t 
plan ahead when all these spaces were originally developed. At 
that time there were lots of businesses and less restaurants. I think 
they can co-exist with each other if they can find a plan for parking. 
It’s a huge imposition on the neighborhood if a restaurant comes 
in without a parking plan. They should be required to bring some 
plan to the table. Maybe the businesses could get together and buy 
some adjacent lots and make a public parking area. If the businesses 

got together, perhaps they could absorb (the cost of) it, or they could get a (parking) lot 
further out and shuttle the people back and forth. That would be an amiable solution 
because they would all benefit from the increased traffic.

Rick Heagley, Confederate Point

Yes, there are too many restaurants for the parking, but the 
restaurants help the businesses by bringing other people down 
here so they can eat and then they see what other shops are 
around here. They need to build a parking garage in Avondale, 
but I don’t know where they can strategically put one in this area.

Marc Retzlaft, Downtown

There are never too many restaurants. Restaurants are a business 
like any other, and they complement the other businesses here. 
Businesses are here to do business, and I think the community 
can find a solution. We live in a market-based society, and the 
market will support what it can support. You shouldn’t be able 
to pick which businesses can come in then not allow others due 
to the parking. New businesses are necessary to the growth of 
the area. (As for parking), ultimately the responsibility rests on 

the individual patrons to not be jerks and park responsibly. There is too much giving 
up of personal responsibility in this world.

3627 St. Johns Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32205

cell 904.333.3883

Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com

NeighborhoodsofJax.com 2014 & 2015 Top Producer in the Avondale Office
Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

Great
Family
Homes

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

4733 Devon Lane
4B/3B/2,902 sqft

$405,000

4936 Arapahoe Avenue
3B/2B/2138 sqft

$390,000

OrtegA FOrest OrtegA terrAce



AUGUST 2016   |   RESIDENTNEWS.net RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS   |    5

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

A new 120-seat restaurant is planned for 
Avondale and the restaurateur is not planning 
to provide additional parking.

BMR Dining Group is seeking a deviation 
from minimum parking requirements and 
a zoning exception for sale and service of 
liquor, as well as outside sales and service.

The Planning Commission will hear public 
comment about the proposed restaurant 
on Thursday, Aug. 4, 1 p.m., in Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 117 W. Duval St. 

The administrative deviation (AD-16-51) 
and the zoning exception (E-16-48) were 
filed July 13, 2016 by Leah Walker, of Driver, 
McAfee, Peek & Hawthorne, on behalf of 
the property owner, Thomas Rodman Lee, 
for his tenant, BMR Dining Group, LLC.

BMR Dining Group is proposing to open 
a restaurant and wine bar at 3563 St. Johns 
Avenue in the space formerly occupied by 
Cowford Traders, which closed its doors in 
March after 14 years in business.

The future tenant in Cowford Trader’s 
location seeks to reduce the minimum 
number of off-street parking spaces required 
to zero and to reduce the number of off-
street loading spaces to zero. 

Correspondence between Walker and 
Aaron Glick, Planner with the City’s Planning 
and Development Department, indicates 
although the request should be for a reduction 
from 18 spaces to eight based on applied 
Riverside Avondale Overlay standards, 
Walker responded her client would not 
provide any off-street parking. 

The application states there are “practical 
difficulties in adding any number of parking 
spaces to serve patrons and employees at 
the subject address. There is no space to 
add parking spaces in or around the Shoppes 
of Avondale, making it impossible to carry 
out the strict letter of the regulation. 
Additionally, the subject property was de-
veloped prior to the current standards for 
off-street parking.”

BMR Dining Group’s application also 
states the original development of the 
Shoppes of Avondale as a town square with 
retail shops and services was intended to 
be served by on-street parking and a high 
volume of pedestrian traffic.

The application for the 120-seat restaurant 
notes it is “substantially less intense” than 
two 100-seat restaurants, as permitted by 
the Zoning Code. Alternatively, the 
5,450-square-foot space could be divided 
into two smaller restaurants legally requiring 
no off-street parking, due to an ordinance 
passed in June 2012 amending the Riverside 
Avondale Overlay. 

Sponsored by District 14 Councilman 
Jim Love, Ordinance 2012-339 requires new 
restaurants in the Historic District with 
more than 100 seats and/or 2,500 square 
feet of space to provide 50 percent of the 
parking provision. Conversely, the amend-
ment does not require smaller restaurants 
(up to 100 seats) to contribute to parking.

Previously, the Overlay provided a variance 
for zero parking for contributing historic 
structures that were not expanded, regardless 
of the type of new business succeeding the 
former occupant of the space. 

A floor plan included with the application 
indicates a bar with 12 seats, 15 tables in 
the restaurant proper with 56 seats and two 
private dining rooms, which would seat an 
additional 32 diners, plus kitchen, storage, 
office and restrooms, as well as space for 20 
seats on the sidewalk outside the restaurant. 
Currently, all of the 14 restaurants, bars and 
specialty food services, such as Peterbrooke 

Proposed restaurant in Avondale seeks parking relief, exception

Floor plan of 
proposed BMR 
Dining Group 
restaurant, also 
includes 20 
outside seats 
(may be relocated 
to interior space 
at any time).

3563 St. Johns Avenue

Chocolate, Florida Creamery, Fro You and 
Le Macaron, located in the Shoppes of 
Avondale offer outside seating.

Lee, the property owner, also filed for a 
zoning exception to allow full service of all 
alcoholic beverages, and for outdoor sales 
and service. Current CCG-1 (Community 
General Commercial) zoning permits retail 
sales and service of beer and wine for 
on-premises consumption in conjunction 
with a restaurant, but a zoning exception 
is required to permit the sale of liquor. The 
applicant’s proposed use will operate under 
a Special Restaurant (SRX) license, which 
requires food sales generate 51 percent of 
the restaurant revenue.

An applicant for an SRX must be a bona 
fide restaurant consisting of 2,500 up to 

5,000 square feet of floor space under a 
permanent cover (depending on county), 
maintain seating and equipment for serving 
150 up to 250 patrons at tables at one time 
(depending on county) and which derives 
at least 51% of its gross revenue from the 
sale of food and non-alcoholic beverages.  

House Bill 655, known as the J-Bill, es-
tablished special zones in Jacksonville to 
provide approval for space and seating 
requirements for liquor licenses in those 
zones, which includes the Shoppes of 
Avondale. The bill allows restaurants with 
less than 150 seats, such as Biscottis, to 
apply for an SRX liquor license. Biscottis’ 
application was recently approved to permit 
the sale of liquor.

Now Open
904.619.2247

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777
CeCe@ 
floridanetworkrealty.com

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

904.465.1706
elizabeth.osteen@ 
floridanetworkrealty.com 

James 1:17. “every good and perfect gift is from above”

1849 Seminole Road

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

This summer has been “hOT!”

5071 Yacht club Road

under cOnTracT

4720 oRtega FoReSt dRive

sOLd

4818 maid maRion

sOLd in 12 hOurs

sOLd
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The Riverside Avondale Weekend Trolley 
service was given a six-month extension, 
commencing September 1, 2016, by the 
Jacksonville Transit Authority’s board of di-
rectors at its July meeting, according to Leigh 
Ann Rassler, JTA public relations manager.

“The good news is that JTA is committed 
to this service more than ever,” said Allan 
DeVault, partner in Black Sheep Restaurant 
Group, in a report to sponsors and sup-
porters of the weekend trolley service in 
Riverside and Avondale. “Though ridership 
is lower than we had hoped, the gradual 
increase in those numbers and positive 
PR it creates for all of us makes it an 
important route for JTA.”

Weekend trolley service begins at 6 p.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays and runs until 
2 a.m. Three trolleys make a continuous 
loop starting in 5 Points, swinging north 
to Rosselle Street before continuing to the 
Park and King Streets corridor, Fishweir 
Creek, and the Shoppes of Avondale.

A ridership report showed an average 
of 124 passenger trips per weekend from 
March 4 through July 9, with a high of 216 
the weekend of April 8-9. Two-thirds of 
the expenses are covered by sponsors, while 
riders bear less than 10 percent of the cost. 

Approximately 25 percent of the costs are 
subsidized by the JTA.

“While it does not include last weekend 
[July 15-16], which was our biggest weekend 
to date with 247 trips, the report shows that 
this route has a 75% revenue recovery which, 
in the public transportation world, is amazing,” 
said DeVault. “Unfortunately, given that we 
are a predominantly choice rider-based route, 
that high support must remain intact – be 
it in ridership or sponsorships.”

JTA’s vote of confidence did come with 
a caveat: that a new title sponsor be signed 
by September 1. 

Challenges remain for 
weekend trolley service
Sponsors sought, 
riders needed

square feet of retail space. This latest plan 
does not include space for retail tenants. 

Since the St. Johns Village parcel is 
currently zoned Community/General 
Commercial (CGC), which requires at least 
20 percent commercial/retail use, Chance 
Partners is requesting a change to remove 
the commercial component.

The PUD states, in response to recent 
trends a multi-family development will 
avoid exacerbating commercial and parking 
pressures in Avondale, and provide new 
customers within walking distance to shops 
and businesses. 

Chance Partners’ plan will create less 
traffic and requires less construction activity 
than the plan submitted by previous owners/
developers, stated Rosen. The proposed 
PUD includes a specific listing of the dif-
ferences between it, the PUD developed by 
Chase Properties, and provisions of the 
Zoning Code, including the lack of retail/
commercial usage.

According to the plan layout, the apartment 
buildings will sit at the southwest end of 
the property, along Fishweir Creek, and the 
carriage houses will be situated along St. 
Johns Avenue, as will the two-level, 71-space 
parking deck.

RAP requests site revision

Riverside Avondale Preservation has held 
meetings with the property owner to review 
the plans and is planning a community 
meeting to allow for discussion about the 
project. Meeting details were not available 
as of press time.

“RAP welcomes at a high level the proposed 
redevelopment plans as far as the preservation/
renovation of the Commander apartment 
building, the total number of proposed units 
at 224, and the type of apartments planned,” 
said a statement released by Nancy Powell, 
chair of RAP’s Zoning Committee. 

However, the plan to put a two-level parking 
deck in front of the property does not appeal 
to leaders and board members at RAP.

“RAP continues to work with Chance 
Partners and it is our goal to achieve a better 
site design that makes parking a less dominant 
feature along St. Johns Avenue, and would 
add creative public space and street improve-
ments to enhance the value to the tenant 
experience and the neighborhood alike,” the 
statement continued. “In particular, we feel 
that large street-facing parking structure as 
proposed is too large at 190 feet wide and 
creates a visually unattractive and unfriendly 
landscape. We are confident a more creative 
solution can and should be found.”

St. Johns Village marks the end of the 
Herschel Street commercial corridor, ac-
cording to RAP, and helps create the 
transition to the more residential section 
of St. Johns Avenue and Avondale. While 
the property at 4000 St. Johns Avenue is 
not part of the historic district and, as such, 
the plans will not be presented to the 
Jacksonvil le Historic Preser vation 
Commission, it is under the Riverside 
Avondale Overlay. “This property is literally 
the southern door to and from the historic 
district,” said Powell, on behalf of RAP.

Objections are being raised by neighbors 
on adjacent duPont Circle, negatively 
comparing at least one aspect of the previous 
PUD (2013-342) to the proposed PUD, 
which does not offer the public any access 
to the river.

“This doesn’t add to the neighborhood 
without public access,” said Nickolas Dambrose, 
who lives on duPont Circle. “I hope it will 
be more accommodating to the public.”

The prior PUD had included a public 
boardwalk along the rear of the Village 
parcel, accessible via a public pedestrian 
walk from St. Johns Avenue, and a kayak 
launch also publically accessible.

“The good news is that JTA is 
committed to this service 

more than ever” 
— Allan DeVault, partner in Black Sheep 

Restaurant Group

The current title sponsor, Champion 
Brands/MillerCoors, decided not to 
continue past the six-month trial basis, 
according to DeVault. He said the trolley 
support group has pitched to two potential 
title sponsors, who would pay $2,000 per 
month for advertising on three trolleys. 
The sponsor(s) would also bear the burden 
of approximately $4,000 in “wrapping” 
the trolleys with advertising.

“The trolley is an important piece of a 
larger goal to make parking, movement 
and transportation in our neighborhood 
easier for residents and visitors,” said DeVault.

New plans for Commander  FROM PAGE 1

The new plan for the former St. Johns Village shopping center calls for total residential, no retail, with upgrades 
to the Commander Apartments. (Rendering by Davis Architects)

THıNGS GET WEIRD 
WHEN IT GETS HOT.
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4827 Algonquin Avenue
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117

$496,500

3517 Pine Street
Anne Rain, 904-472-9809
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2963 Collier Avenue
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Not happy with City Hall, four Riverside 
residents who live near a proposed Oak Street 
restaurant filed a petition for “writ of certiorari” 

– or “order for judicial review” – to review 
zoning changes approved by the City of 
Jacksonville’s Planning Commission, Land 
Use and Zoning Committee and City Council.

The petitioners – Kevin Pettway, Jennifer 
Wolfe, Nancy Murrey-Settle and Fred Pope 

– are appealing the City’s decision to approve 
the Planned Unit Development which would 
allow two local restaurateurs, Ted Stein and 
J.C. Demetree, to build a 150-seat bar/
restaurant on Oak Street between Copeland 
and Osceola Streets. The petition was filed 
with the Circuit Court in the Fourth Judicial 
Circuit on July 20, 2016 by Barry Bobek, 
attorney for the plaintiffs.

Almost a year ago Stein and Demetree 
began exploring the idea of a neighborhood 
gathering place, and settled on a plan to 
renovate the former Deluxe Dry Cleaner 
and Launderette, owned by Anthony Saleeba, 
whose family had operated the cleaning 
establishment at that location until the 
mid-1990s. The proposed restaurant, The 
Roost, would open at 7 a.m. and close at 11 
a.m. Sundays through Thursdays, midnight 
on Fridays and Saturdays.

Despite the plaintiffs’ arguments that the 
area is a historical Residential Character 
Area and that the majority of the buildings 
are homes, all three quasi-legislative bodies 
saw fit to approve the PUD (2016-55).

The Planning Commission was the first 
to approve the bill, unanimously, on March 

17. The bill then went before Land Use and 
Zoning (LUZ) at a 14-hour Special Hearing, 
which took place over two non-concurrent 
evenings, and was approved 5-2 on May 9. 
City Council approved the PUD on May 24, 
in a 13 to 5 vote.

Less than a week after the petition was 
filed, Judge Kevin Blazs was assigned to the 
case, and could take six months to review it. 

“But, the judge should not matter,” Bobek 
said in an email. “We have an abundance of 
good Circuit judges. The facts are what matter.”

Stein remains positive the outcome of 
the petition will work in The Roost’s favor. 
As a resident of Riverside, he said he wants 
to be part of a new wave of rebuilding an 
old community.

“We have seen that Kevin Pettway has 
appealed the City’s decision to replace the 
dilapidated Deluxe dry cleaner with a café 
that revives a historical building. The city’s 
leadership saw a vision of a progressive 
Jacksonville and voted with an overwhelming 
majority to support entrepreneurs and 
eliminate blighted buildings,” said Stein in 
an email to The Resident. “Out of the box 
thinking is what makes cities great, and the 
re-urbanization of neighborhoods is the 
direction that growing cities are taking. The 
Roost is excited to be a part of this process 
and look forward to opening our doors 
soon. Fresh food in a funky atmosphere is 
coming to Oak St. We believe it is not if, 
but when. Look forward to serving the 
neighborhood shortly.”

Although Riverside Avondale Preservation 
did not join the appeal, the nonprofit’s 
greater concern is “a risk of precedent, and 
how the rezoning decision might affect 

future applications of the Overlay, which 
had been carefully negotiated (with developer 
input) and approved in 2008,” according to 
RAP in its April newsletter to its members.

“Without the total moral, emotional, and 
financial support of the Riverside community, 
none of this would have been possible,” said 
Pettway, about the appeal. “The people living 
in the neighborhood surrounding the site 
of this ill-advised project have been utterly 
steadfast in their encouragement, assistance, 
and love for where they live. They need to 
be recognized for that.” 

Residents appeal City’s decision 
to allow restaurant on Oak Street

Photos of proposed menu items bracket a 
rendering of the Roost, a 150-seat restaurant 
planned for Oak Street, on the windows of the 
former Deluxe Dry Cleaner and Launderette. 

Men’s Garden Club 
activities in August

The Men’s Garden Club will hold 
an Ice Cream Social for families and 
friends, Sunday, Aug. 21, 5-7 p.m. in 
the Camellia Garden at Riverside Park.

The club’s fall schedule commences 
with a meeting and plant exchange, 
Monday, Aug. 29, 7-9 p.m. at the Garden 
Club of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave. 
The public is invited to attend the program, 
featuring Mary Puckett, of Duval County 
Extension, on “seed starting.”

Meeting Notices

The Planning Commission will hear 
public comment about a restaurant 
proposed for the former Cowford Traders 
location in the Shoppes of Avondale. 
Application is seeking waivers for parking, 
sale and service of liquor, and outside 
sales and service. The hearing will be 
Thursday, Aug. 4, 1 p.m., in Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 117 W. Duval 
St. for AD-16-51 and E-16-48.

Public Hearing for Bill 2016-366, 
sponsored by District 14 Councilman 
Jim Love, will be at City Council, Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, in Council Chambers at City Hall, 
117 W. Duval St. The council meeting 
begins at 5 p.m. The agenda will be 
available online same day at http://cityclts.
coj.net/coj/CouncilList.asp. The bill seeks 
to put restrictions on Planned Unit 
Developments (PUD) in the Riverside 
Avondale historic district.

1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com

      facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

5200 San Jose Boulevard, #7 
Fabulous 3BR/2.5BA waterfront condo on the St 

Johns River. First floor unit with garden space, private 
courtyard, open atrium, condo pool and dock with 

private boat slip. 2,750 sq. ft. $439,000

2510 Hickory Bluff Lane
Riverfront acreage for sale. +/- 190’ of waterfront. 
One of the last large lots available in N. Mandarin. 
Approx. 2.30 acres featuring an unobstructed view 

on the widest expanse of the river.  $1,750,000

3249 Randall Street
2BR/2BA with bonus room master.  A cooks kitchen, 
with gas range appliance. Long lasting pine hardwood 

floors throughout. Built-ins on both sides of the 
fireplace. 1,470 sq. ft. $238,000

10824 Creative Drive
Spacious 4BR/3BA home is 2 stories of family living. 
Split bedrooms, open kitchen and living room, dining 
room, huge first floor family room with wet bar, 2 
garages, and open balconies. 2,723 sq ft. $391,000

3697 Crown Point Court
Great office building ready to move in on a quiet 

cul-de-sac. Two suites with common front reception 
area. Each Suite has 3 offices, a conference room, 

kitchen and bath. 2,398 sq. Ft. $289,000

1560 Lancaster Terrace, #103 
Breathtaking views of the St Johns River for this 
prime Riverside location. Walk or bike to near-by 
parks, shops and restaurants. 520 sq ft. $137,500

If  you’re looking for a career at one of  the fastest growing 
Real Estate companies in Northeast Florida, give us a call!

2981 Riverside Avenue
4BR/5BA with wood floors that invite you into all 
rooms except kitchen/baths. Two-car garage with 
1BR/1BA 300 sq. ft.  guest suit. Tiled wrap around 
porch invite front row seats to all that Avondale/

Riverside has to offer. 4,100 sq. ft. $750,000

2006 Utah Avenue
Four 2BR/1BA units, CHA, kitchens with R/R, tile 
throughout, parking lot, near new “Healthy Town’’ 
district on Southbank. Clean and attractive to the 

downtown tenant. 3,024 sq ft. $275,000

2578 Myra Street
3BR/1BA with sunken living room with fireplace and 

built-ins, large formal dining room, kitchen with 
original built-ins and breakfast nook. Original tongue 

and groove wood floors. 1,398 sq. Ft.  $189,000

REDUCED

REDUCED

REDUCED

2533 River Road
Spacious 5BR/3.5BA 1930’s brick two story. 

Updated kitchen with marble countertops, high end 
appliances. Living room with fireplace, formal dining 

room, and sunroom.  3,186 sq. ft.  $849,900

REDUCED
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

In an ironic twist, Ortega’s infamous 
highway man and leader of banditti has 
become the victim of crime 300 years later.   

Residents are dismayed the historic marker 
at Seminole Park with information about 
Ortega’s most notorious resident, Daniel 
McGirtt, has disappeared. The sign was 
installed by the Ortega Preservation Society 
when the area was designated a national 
historic district in 2004. 

According to a Jacksonville City spokes-
person, the possibility of the city Parks 
and Recreation Department removing the 
sign for cleaning or repair is “unlikely” and 
the disappearance is “most likely some 
type of shenanigans.” 

“I’m just guesstimating, but it was probably 
stolen for scrap,” said Martin Kennelly, 
Historic Preservation Code inspector. 

Kennelly said theft has become a common 
problem for all types of metal markers; even 

A portion of Ortega Boulevard, from 
Verona Avenue to Robert Gordon Drive, and 
Morven Road are sporting new street lamps, 
thanks to efforts by residents in the area.

Working with the Jacksonville Energy 
Authority, which provided the material and 
labor for each light installation and for 
associated cable runs, neighbors kicked in 
to pay for the lights as part of the commu-
nity-led project to convert overhead power 
lines to underground. Preston Haskell and 
Anne Hicks are two of the community 
leaders who began working out the conversion 
nearly 20 years ago. 

“The community provided the conduit 
and directional drilling labor necessary for 
each lighting conduit (130 foot spans),” said 
Gerri Boyce, JEA media relations coordinator. 

“The community provided the concrete 
lighting base, the labor for lighting base 
installation, and also installed the secondary 
service box, provided by JEA, from which 
each lighting conduit terminates.”

 The project, which began in early February, 
is part of the rebuilding and upgrading of 
the JEA substation at the corner of Roosevelt 
Boulevard and Verona Avenue. It is complete 
except for a few remaining poles to be pulled 
once vacated by Comcast and AT&T, ac-
cording to Boyce.

Elegant street lamps line Morven Road and 
portions of Ortega Boulevard.

New street lamps put crowning 
touch on utility conversion project

Historic markers 
disappear     

Historic marker missing in Ortega

drain covers are taken and sold. Last year 
the marker for Yerkes Park, also in Ortega, 
disappeared as well.  

Some residents are concerned and outraged 
that the markers have been stolen. Just as 
resident Margaret Day Julian was in the 
process of promoting the replacement of 
the markers, the Jacksonville Historic 
Preservation Commission has stepped in 
and is investigating options for replacing 
the historic signs. 

If you have any information concerning 
the signs email editor@residentnews.net 
or call (904) 388-8839, ext. 103. 

Riverside dog park nearing 
completion, grand opening

A grand avenue of pavers, some inscribed, leads into the John Gorrie Dog Park at 
Riverside Park. Installation of fencing is expected to begin August 1, with official 
opening late August/early September.

One of the many personalized pavers 
which helped fund the John Gorrie Dog 
Park at Riverside Park.

Tri-level drinking fountain and comfortable 
benches grace the John Gorrie Dog Park 
at Riverside Park. 

Start dancing today
  and fi nd your Bliss!

Learn to Dance with Confi dence and Style!

Contact us today to get started!
904-384-8324
1080 Edgewood Avenue # 11
Jacksonville, Florida 32205

SWING • SALSA • CHA CHA • RUMBA • TANGO • WALTZ • FOXTROT

Ask about our introductory $59 dance package Connect with Us

proudly presents 

4669 Roosevelt Blvd.
904.384.1383

SadlerPoint.com
Monday-Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Closed Sunday

We’re a certified 
Clean Marina and Boatyard, 
Longtime financial supporter 
of the St. Johns Riverkeeper 
& Member of the Jacksonville 
Marine Association

An attractively priced boat line for Northeast Florida and 
the river, intracoastal and near shore fishing, family cruising 

and overall performance on the water.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

With the news that St. Johns Village will 
fall to the wrecking ball in the near future 
for redevelopment as apartments, two of 
the shopping center’s few remaining retail 
businesses are looking for new locations.

The Loop Pizza Grill plans to serve 
patrons until the end of November at its 
Fishweir Creek waterfront location, while 
actively looking for a new location in 
Avondale. It’s a top priority for Loop 
ownership, according to Mike Schneider, 
co-founder and president. 

“We owe it to this community to secure 
an outstanding location for Avondale,” he 
said in a statement released July 26. “I cannot 
express how supportive this community 
has been for The Loop Pizza Grill since our 
opening in 1988.”

Schneider is looking for a shopping center 
or zoned business in Riverside, Avondale 
or Ortega with 2,600 to 3,600 square footage, 
ample parking and a patio for outdoor 
service. He said if a suitable site becomes 
available quickly, The Loop hopes to reopen 
in the first half of 2017, using the new interior, 
which made its debut at St. Johns Town 
Center in 2012.

Also looking for – and already finding – a 
new home is Hugo’s Interiors/Crosby Designs, 
which opened a new showroom in St. John’s 
Village in 2011 after making a significant 
investment in renovating the space of a former 
furniture store. According to owner/designer 
Jennie Crosby Hugo, the shop’s new location 
at 2237 Riverside Ave. will open in October.

“This stunning space, which was last used 
as an attorney’s office will predominately 
host our design studio and offices,” said Hugo. 

The space, just under 2,900 square feet, 
is not as large as Hugo’s current showroom, 
but that is not a concern for Hugo and the 
other three designers.

“Mary Martha Waterworth, Brittany Hulsey, 
Paige Sreenan, and I aren’t worried about 
a little bit of a smaller footprint,” she said. 

“We are so excited to have a more polished 
look complete with a living room, dining 
room, bedroom, and formal den.”

Hugo noted that Chance Partners, the 
Atlanta-based company which bought St. 
Johns Village and the Commander, made 
it easy to make the move.

“Jeff Rosen, owner of Chance Partners, has 
been an absolute blessing to work with,” said 
Hugo. “He truly believes in Jacksonville and 
is passionate about enhancing this corner. I’m 
very excited to see the much-needed upgrade.” 

St. Johns Village businesses in process of relocating

Melanie Thomas, Food Preservation/Housing & Energy Conservation Agent, with 
University of Florida IFAS Extension/Duval County Extension, shares tips on safe canning 
with gardeners July 23 at the Riverside Avondale Community Garden on Park Street. 

The bounty has been tremendous since the garden kicked into gear in April. As summer 
winds down, plot holders are encouraged to remove debris from plants which have 
stopped producing. 

Canning workshop helps gardeners enjoy bounty longer

Termites 101
Thursday, August 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 

The Church of the Good Shepherd,  
1100 Stockton Street
Free for all attendees. No RSVP required.

Termites taking up residence in historic 
properties may be cause for concern. 
Erin Harlow, University of Florida IFAS 
Extension Agent, will speak about termite 
types, how to identify them, protection, 
prevention and treatment measures, as 
well as how IFAS can help you.

Insuring Your Historic Property
Tuesday, August 23, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Riverside Avondale Preservation Office, 
2623 Herschel Street
Space is limited; sign up early on 
Eventbrite, search for Historic Properties. 
RAP members are free; Non-Members $5 
suggested donation collected at event

Insuring your historic property may not be 
as straight-forward as you think. What kinds 
of insurance should you consider? How can 
you find the best options? This workshop, 
presented by Daniel Miller, Brightway 
Insurance, will help you with the basics.

Workshops for historic properties
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Construction safety barricades and often 
cryptic marks and letters painted on roads 
and sidewalks indicate pending construction 
projects – or not. The Resident has been 
keeping an eye on neighborhood projects, 
including bridge repairs and replacements 
as well as issues with sidewalks.

Bridge replacement, repair

Nearly a year after it was first noted in 
the September 2015 issue of The Resident, 
the Lakeside Drive bridge replacement 
project has yet to be started. At that time 
the City of Jacksonville indicated construction 
would begin in early 2016. 

An update in the paper’s February 2016 
issue noted an anticipated construction start 
to be early May, however, not all of the 
project’s stakeholders have completed their 
pre-construction work as of the end of July.

According to Tia Ford, public information 
officer for the City of Jacksonville, the Public 
Works Department said it was awaiting 
utility relocations with AT&T, Comcast/
Level 3, and TECO Gas. Until those utility 
relocations take place, Public Works stated 
it was holding on the Design Plans.

Funding for the Lakeside Drive Bridge 
was appropriated in May 2015 per the 
recommendation of the Council’s Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) Subcommittee. 

In the meantime, Wabash Avenue, which 
runs from Lakeside Drive to Roosevelt 
Boulevard, was resurfaced in April as part 
of planned project, not in preparation for 
the pending bridge replacement, said Ford.

crumbled balustrades on the east side of 
Herschel Street.

In October 2015 The Resident reported 
the project was to have been included in 
the 2015-2016 Capital Improvement Projects 
after $450,000 in funding was authorized 
by City Council’s CIP Subcommittee.

“Per Public Works, the project has been 
bid and they are working toward awarding 
it; current target start is September,” said 
Ford. “The existing structure is being 
monitored in the meantime.”

Sidewalk repairs

The Public Works Department indicated it 
had received a request for repair in June for a 
two-block stretch of sidewalk on Baltic Avenue 
in Ortega, according to Ford. The sidewalk is 
slated for grinding of protruding edges and 
some cracked slabs. Barricades are set up 
between Harvard, Doric and Ionic Avenues, 
with paint marks on the sidewalk indicating 
grinding or replacement of slabs with cracks. 

According to Public Works, there is a 
significant backlog of sidewalk repairs from 
prior years that will proceed the work at 
this location, stated Ford.

In February, a similar request was made for 
a portion of sidewalk on Riverside Avenue 
between James and Cherry Streets, where 
pavers have been dislocated, are broken or 
are missing. Residents in the area have expressed 
concerns for the safety of an elderly person 
who has difficulty traversing the sidewalk.

Traffic signal changes

Another local project still in the starting 
gates is traffic signalization/re-timing of 
Riverside Avenue and 15 intersections with 
traffic lights. A specific scope of work and 
project cost submitted by the consultant is 
in final review, according to Ford, however, 
the project may not commence until September 
due to required traffic counts and field 
observations that must be conducted in the 
months schools are in session.

Public Works projects in the queue Master Gardening 
classes held annually

Are you interested in helping 
Jacksonville nurture the thousands of 
trees in its urban canopy? The first 
step is to become a master gardener. 

Although it is currently too late to 
be accepted into the 2016 Master 
Garden Program, it is not too late to 
think about entering the program next 
year. The Duval County Extension 
Office annually holds classes in master 
gardening for nine weeks on consecutive 
Wednesdays from August through 
October. The classes are conducted 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and cover 
a variety of topics including entomology, 
plant propagation, lawn maintenance, 
vegetable gardening, trees and more. 
They are typically held at Duval County 
Extension headquarters at 1010 McDuff 
Ave. North.

The extension office will respond to 
inquiries about the master gardener 
classes after January 1, 2017 and will 
send out applications to its program 
in early May 2017. Applications are 
due back in mid-June 2017. The cost 
of the program is $100, which covers 
books and training materials.

After graduating from the program, 
Duval County master gardeners agree 
to give 75 hours of volunteer service 
to the Duval County Extension Service 
within the first year and 35 hours each 
subsequent year in order to remain 
active in the program. An additional 
10 hours of training is required each 
year as well.

To request find out more about the 
program, email Terry DelValle at 
delvalle@coj.net or call Sarah Freeman 
at (904) 255-7450.

Big Bag Sale
Looking for something new to read 

or a video for family night? Don’t miss 
the August Big Bag Sale, sponsored 
by the Friends of the Jacksonville 
Public Library. The three-day event 
will be held at the Book Warehouse, 
3435 University Blvd. North.

On Friday, Aug. 26, 4-8 p.m., FJPL 
members can purchase a bag for $11.25 
and get one free. Not a member? No 
worries, just join at the door.

On both Saturday, Aug. 27, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Aug. 28, noon 
to 5 p.m., each bag costs $15, but buy 
two and get the third one free. Prices 
do not include sales tax.

For more information, visit fjpl.org 
or call (904) 630-2304.

Lakeside Drive Bridge

Herschel Street Bridge over Fishweir Creek

A sidewalk on Riverside Avenue between James 
and Cherry Streets in need of repair.

Stretch of sidewalk tagged for repair along Baltic 
Avenue, between Harvard and Doric Avenues.

In the Fishweir neighborhood, a box 
culvert on Herschel Street over Little Fishweir 
Creek, has been in a state of disrepair for 
25 years. Built in the 1930s, the culvert was 
slated for replacement in 1991, and in 1998 
and finally again in 2012, when funding 
was approved for the design plan.

Deterioration of the concrete balustrades 
resulted in gaping holes, large enough for 
a dog or a child to slip through into the 
creek below. In July 2014, an inquiry by The 
Resident led the Public Works Department 
to affix a bright orange netting over the 

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Beauties 
I’ve Been 
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On Lately



➤ SCHEDULE A TEST DRIVE TODAY: 904-396-5486

keeping families safe for generations

O’Steen Volvo
10863 Philips Highway
Jacksonville FL 32256
904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Disclaimer: No security deposit required with Tier 1 credit approval. Must qualify for all incentives. Must take delivery 
of in stock vehicle before August 31st. Safe and Secure coverage towards purchase only. See dealer for details.

new 2016
s60 t5 platinum

Stock #V6650 Leather, navigation, sunroof, keyless drive, 
back up camera, BLIS, 19" wheels, Hamon Kardon sound system, 
technology package, Xenon headlamps, in vehicle WI-FI 
MSRP $45,270 24 months/10k/$3,500 down = $299 plus tax

Lease 
For Only

$299/month

new 2016
XC60 t5 platinum

Stock #V6654 Leather, panoramic sunroof, navigation, keyless drive, 
BLIS, back up camera, power lift gate, technology package, Xenon 
headlamps, Hamon Kardon sound system, in vehicle WI-FI 
MSRP $47,435 24 months/10k/$3,500 down = $299 plus tax

Lease 
For Only

$299/month
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It was the sweet taste of victory that racers 
were craving as they lined up in pit row at 
the Second Annual Junior Achievement 
Grand Prix race. The adrenaline-filled 
evening at the Autobahn Indoor Speedway 
was a draw for drivers who came out to 
show their fundraising fervor to benefit the 
JA Boy$ initiative in Northeast Florida.

The gender-specific program, funded entirely 
by donations, helps deliver much-needed 
dollars for curriculum training packages for 
volunteers. The full-throttle goal was to 
raise $20,000 for the special programs which 
benefit young boys in Northeast Florida. 
Support from Zaxby’s, Coca-Cola, Autobahn 
Indoor Speedway, along with participants 
from Merrill Lynch, Wells Fargo, Citi and 
Northwestern Mutual helped the event get 
off to a strong start on July 28.

 According to the local JA President, Steve 
St. Amand, JA Boy$ helps volunteers train 
to teach financial literacy, workforce prepa-
ration and entrepreneurship to boys. After 
the successful pilot program for JA Girl$, 
leadership at the organization worked to 
design programs to meet the needs of boys 
and young men. By developing boys into 
better men through mentorships and life 
skills, outside of their curriculum-based 
classroom teaching, the programs have been 
a success, said St. Amand.

Bill Koch, of Northwestern Mutual, 
headquartered on Riverside Avenue, has 
been on the board for 18 years, and has 
donated countless hours to grow young 
minds in Jacksonville. Koch sees the Grand 
Prix as a great way to stir some interest, 
while building camaraderie with employees 
at the respective companies involved. 

Racing to raise funds for Junior Achievement
“Three of my best associates won a contest 

to race against the boss, and we’ll see who’s 
going to win,” said Koch. 

In addition to his race day challenges, 
Koch involves others to reach directly to 
students at local schools. “We go to San Jose 
Elementary every year and teach for a day,” 
he said. Koch believes the opportunity 
affords volunteers a chance to encourage 
students to aspire to higher education and 
grow their potential.

Through a multitude of programs in 
Northeast Florida, Junior Achievement 
reached 52,881 students, both boys and 
girls, during the 2014-15 school year. The 
organization continues to encourage young 
people to connect with learning opportunities 
to reinforce the importance of staying in 
school. More information about mentorships 
and volunteer opportunities can be found 
online at jajax.com. JA Boy$ Program Manager Johathan Bishop, with Director of Special Initiatives Teresa Smith, Development

Manager Wendy Viciana and Special Event Coordinator Shaina Tillman

Dennis and Chassidy Wendell with JA President Steve St. AmandGreg Gerstmyer, Bill Koch, Josh Carter and Travis Williams

ART AT ANY AGE
Discover, create, and enjoy art. The Cummer Museum 
offers classes for adults and children of any age. Find 
a class, bring a friend, and build a memory at the 
Cummer Museum. See our full list of classes at 

cummermuseum.org/visit/education

(904) 388-3559
www.firstcoastsmiles.com

4201 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Visit us on Facebook. 

James L.  
Schumacher, D.M.D.

Your neighborhood dentist since 1995

• implants • crowns • veneers
Excellence Through Experience

We know your time is valuable.  
That’s why we have CEREC technology that allows 

crowns to be completed in one visit!

Welcoming New Patients!

Join the Church and Day School
for Rally Day on

Sunday, August 28!
10 a.m. Bluegrass Mass & Blessing of Backpacks

11 a.m. Family Fun & Barbecue

Fall Worship Schedule
Beginning September 11

7:30 a.m. Worship in the Chapel
8:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship in the Church

11 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Church
5 p.m. Worship in the Chapel

Home of St. Mark’s Episcopal Day  School

4129 Oxford Avenue
904.388.2681

www.stmarksjacksonville.org

St. Mark’s
Episcopal 
C h u r c h
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

It was a family affair when Lori Boyer 
took the oath to become president of the 
Jacksonville City Council. Boyer’s son R. 
J. Nemeyer held the Bible while her husband, 
Judge Tyrie W. Boyer of the Fourth Circuit 
Court, administered the oath of office 
during an installation ceremony at the Ritz 
Theatre June 30. 

In the crowd were nearly all her children 
and grandchildren. Her nephew, Eagle Scout 
Jack Fox, and her grandson, Jack Hellmuth, 
a Cub Scout, took part in the Pledge of 
Allegiance ceremony.

Boyer had only taken the reins for a few 
short minutes when she demonstrated why 
she is often called “the Energizer Bunny,” by 
her council colleagues. The District 5 
Councilwoman has City Hall reputation as a 
multi-tasker with a keen eye for detail. A 
person who listens to both constituents and 
fellow councilmembers, Boyer rarely says no 
when asked to take on mundane issues, even 
if it requires wading through thousands of 
pages of documents. The hard questions she 
asks bore into the heart of things as she seeks 
to get to the bottom of what is really going on. 

In her opening remarks after taking the 
oath, Boyer, who served as vice president 
to the council last year, showed her stripes 
immediately by outlining “a very ambitious 
plan that may have a lasting impact on our 
city’s future.”

Boyer said her goal for the year is to “be 
bold and dream big.” Recognizing the city 
has no extra money to accommodate big 
initiatives, Boyer intends to find ways to 
make the city more efficient. She wants to 
enable her colleagues to become “proactive” 

rather than “reactive,” and to equip them 
with the tools they need to achieve individual 
goals for their districts.

“Consolidation promised an efficient city 
government without conflicts and overlaps,” 
she said. “We also promised our citizens 
one city with infrastructure, city services 
and economic opportunity available through-
out. If we are to become a Jacksonville in 
which every neighborhood is safe, clean, 
healthy and thriving economically, it won’t 
happen by accident,” she said. “We need to 
set priorities, answer difficult questions, 
mend relationships and work together to 
develop the policies that will allow us to 
achieve our goals.”

Recognizing her colleagues spend much 
of their time responding to constituent 
complaints, putting out the “fire of the day,” 
and reviewing legislation offered by the 
administration, citizen groups or lobbyists, 
Boyer said she wants City Council to work 
toward taking a “larger” and “more important” 
role. “Rather than just managing the present, 
we have the opportunity and, in fact, the 
responsibility to create the future,” she said.

Boyer plans to work toward “creating a 
framework for communication, the transfer 
of institutional knowledge and policy de-
velopment that can provide a foundation 
not just for future spending but also for 
how we evaluate and implement programs 
and policies.”

“Knowledge is power and we can do more 
for you if we know how,” she said.

Holding weekly “lunch and learn” sessions, 
informal meetings where specialized topics 
such as budgeting and emergency preparedness 
can be discussed in detail, is one way toward 
this goal. Boyer hopes the open gatherings 
will help her colleagues –particularly those 

in their first year of service – share the nuts 
and bolts of their work, build a rapport and 
enable them to better accomplish their in-
dividual goals for their districts. 

“Council members sometimes find the 
Sunshine Law restricts them from meeting 
and talking with one another, which makes 
us less efficient and less able to get the job 
done,” Boyer said. “We need to teach each 
other the tricks of the trade in order to help 
each other do our jobs better.”

Boyer appointed only first-term council 
members to head up the Council’s various 
committees, and in council meetings, Boyer 
plans to hold “featured district presentations” 
to help council members learn more about 
the challenges in each area of the city. Because 
Jacksonville is large and diverse, it is im-
portant the council understand the “composite 
picture” in order to be effective, she said.

 Also along this line is her plan to provide 
“proactive policy development” in workshops 
in each standing committee, which will 
address specific topics. For instance the 
Public Health and Safety Committee will 
discuss the subject of body cameras while 
the Waterway Commission would be tasked 
with “thinking big about activating the 
river downtown.” 

“My vision is for each of the standing 
committees to be charged with working on 

Lori Boyer takes the oath of office with help from her son, R.J. Nemeyer and husband, Fourth Circuit Court 
Judge Tyrie W. Boyer

New City Council president sets goal to “be bold and dream big”

policy initiatives within their scope,” she said. 
“There aren’t many bills they work on where 
they promote their own initiatives and seek 
improvements for the city. I want to give 
them time to work on some of that, to have 
them be proactive and not reactive.”

Working with the Mayor

Boyer said she will make it a top priority 
to assist Mayor Lenny Curry in campaigning 
for a half-cent sales tax to pay down the city’s 
$2.8 billion pension debt. She is already 
working on a list – the first in 10 years – of 
priority projects to submit to the North Florida 
Transportation Planning Organization, which 
directs state and federal road funding. She 
also said she plans to establish a full five-year 
capital improvement plan and to unveil a 

“very special parks program,” early in her term.
In a telephone interview, Curry said he 

knows Boyer well and has always been 
impressed with the way she does her work 
and tackles hard problems.

“I find her to be a serious-minded person 
who knows the issues and gets facts straight. 
She can be tough and collaborative at the 
same time,” he said. Whatever she does, 
she’s good at and the council will be the 
better for it. She’s a leader and that’s demon-
strating leadership.”

“We need to set priorities, answer difficult questions, 
mend relationships and work together to develop the 

policies that will allow us to achieve our goals.”
— Lori Boyer, president of the Jacksonville City Council

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax

www.sjpcjax.org

Sunday WorShip Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Main Worship Center

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in the Main Worship Center

Back to school 
also means a great 
time to come back 
to church.
Please join us at our convenient 
service times at St Johns 
Presbyterian church.

Where Dogs Send 
Their OWNERS
To Be Trained!
Any Dog.
Any Breed.
Any Problem.

Register NOW to teach your dog the proper methods to Walk nicely
on a leash, Wait at the door, Sit, Down, Stay, Come and much more!

GOING ON VACATION?
Send Your Dog to Boot Camp

904-473-0202 • www.dogofjax.com Enrolled Dog must be at least 4 months old and have all their current shots.

WE OFFER:
• Puppy Classes
• Basic Obedience
• Competition Obedience
• Board & Train Programs
• K-9 Fitness Training & More
• Conformation Training

$50 off any additional
new service
New clients only! Not valid with any other offer.
Call for details. Expires: 8-31-2016.

ANTIQUES & SUCH
Antiques and Collectibles 

rExcellent gift opportunities
4302A Plymouth Street (across Roosevelt from the Kent Campus, FSCJ)

10:30-5:30 Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

HIGHTIDE
IS COMING
TO YOUR DOOR!

Get ready.

HIGHTIDEBURRITO.COM



Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate 
Office in the Neighborhood

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com
(904) 388-5005

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®

904-599-3429

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®

(904) 838-3920

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®

904-608-5481

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®

305-331-6518

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®

(904) 540-7672

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®

(904) 704-1576

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 
(904) 708-2423

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

Heather Buckman
REALTOR®

(904) 233-6755

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

3322 MAYFLOWER ST
2/1-1,055 sqft. SOLD by Heather Buckman and 
Lisa Nguyen! Picture perfect, fully-renovated home 
in Murray Hill, 2 blocks away from all of the best 
Murray Hill eateries! Walk to Maple Street, Knead 
Bakeshop, and Moon River Pizza.

4242 ORTEGA BLVD 16
3/2-2,000 sqft. SOLD by Allison Steilberg! This is 
your chance! Why rent when you can OWN this 
large lovely condo in the heart of Ortega! This 
expansive unit is nearly 2000 square feet and has 
plenty of space.

2064 HERSCHEL ST 203
2/2-1,202 sqft. SOLD by Josh Nugent and Liz 
Bobeck! The Chelsea blends the convenience of 
urban living with the ambiance of Riverside’s historic 
district. Ultra modern loft floor plans offer 11-ft 
ceilings, and flexible lighting grids.

2370 RIVERSIDE AVE - $535,000
3/3/1-2,425 sqft. What an incredible opportunity! 
This turn key townhouse in Riverside’s hottest 
building - Villa Riva - has the best of everything. 
There’s a great entry foyer, large family room, 
gourmet kitchen & an attached garage.

1592 GLENDALE ST
3/3-2,001 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Nestled under a 
historic oak tree and overlooking a grassy park, this 
Low Country Classics home is immaculate and move 
in ready. All the features of a new home (2011) with 
the character of old.

4417 CHIPPEWA DR - $290,000
3/2-1,601 sqft. This charming all brick home 
is in a wonderful neighborhood. It has wood 
floors in all bedrooms. It is full of light and 
charm. The kitchen looks out to fruit trees in the 
back yard!

4324 SAN JUAN AVE - $185,000
2/1-1,290 sqft. Spacious Avondale Bungalow! 
Perfect for those who do not want to deal with 
renovations. This home is loaded with major system 
updates that include a new roof, updated plumbing 
& electrical.

1560 LANCASTER TER 808 - $375,000
2/2-1,320 sqft. New York Glamor in Riverside! Live 
in one of the most walkable neighborhoods in all of 
North Florida. This top of the line renovated condo 
has beautiful views of the St Johns River, and boasts 
gleaming marble floors.

4730 PRINCE EDWARD RD - $1.395MM
4/4/1-4,827 sqft. Enjoy the Florida Lifestyle! This 
home has it All! Main house with 4 bedrooms and 
4+1/2 baths plus 300 sf Pool house with 1 bedroom 
and full bath. Hardwood floors, and large open 
kitchen/family room combo.

3202 REMINGTON ST - $205,000
2/2-1,232 sqft. True bungalow style with a front 
covered porch and a swing that most buyers want 
to see in our one and only historic Avondale! This 
charming bungalow comes with plenty of updates 
not to complain about.

4618 APACHE AVE - $695,000
4/4/1-4,121 sqft. Wonderful family home in a 
traditional neighborhood with wide streets and 
manicured lawns. This lovely whitewashed brick 
home is perfect for raising a family, entertaining 
friends and creating memories.

4300 LAKESIDE DR 5
3/2-1,940 sqft. SOLD by Jane Slater! Check out 
this beautiful 3rd floor unit at Ortega Bay. Entertain 
in the open and spacious living/dining room 
combination featuring high ceilings and beautiful 
hardwood floors.

1079 ORLEANS CT
3/1-1,286 sqft. SOLD by Camilo Ramirez! Beautifully 
remodeled Bungalow located on a private and quiet 
street in Avondale/Riverside. Its French doors would 
lead to a beautiful, fully fenced in backyard oasis 
sitting on a double lot.

3643 BOONE PARK AVE - $380,000
3/2-2,661 sqft. Quite simply, there’s nothing like 
it in Riverside/Avondale. With an existing Small 
Business office space/Great Room and detached 
building with ready-to-go Rental potential as a 
Studio Apartment.

2970 ST JOHNS 3B - $175,000
2/2-1,480 sqft. : LOWEST PRICE WATERFRONT 
CONDO WITH BALCONY AND COVERED PARKING 
IN ALL OF AVONDALE AND RIVERSIDE! Wonderful 
river views from this fourth story unit in one of the 
most sought after condos in Avondale.

2525 COLLEGE ST 1118 - $225,000
1/1/1-1,125 sqft. Live the Carefree Lifestyle in 
Riverside! This beautiful, unique, and historic John 
Gorrie townhouse style condominium is one of only 
two in the entire development and one of the few 
with a private patio.

SOLD

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol  
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

© 2015

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Three weeks after workers began lifting 
off three layers of old roofing, prep work 
began in mid-July for the installation of 
a new layer of lightweight concrete prior 
to finishing the roof for The Bridge, a 
multi-use commercial center at Sadler 
Point Marina.

Owner Brooks Busey estimated it would 
take about six to eight weeks, depending 
on weather, to get the roof ready for a 
possible tenant in his new multi-use center 
on Lakeside Drive under the U.S. 17/
Roosevelt Boulevard bridge. Earlier this 
year, Busey gutted and cleaned up the 
interior, and replaced the façade with eight 
glass roll-top doors.

The 52-year-old structure includes 7,023 
square feet of rental units, and 4,371 square 
feet for restaurants. Additionally, 2,491 

square feet of amenities will include gallery, 
lounge and cafe space, plus a 532-square-
foot covered outdoor patio.

Busey is courting two restaurant tenants, 
one of which is working on financing and 
the other is waiting for Busey to work out 
a solution for additional parking under 
the overpass.

“Jack Shad is working on that for us with 
the city,” said Busey. Shad, former public 
parking officer for the City of Jacksonville 
and owner of a commercial real estate 
consulting business, is working with Busey 
to find tenants who are the right fit for the 
space. A portion of the roof would be 
available for an open-air bar.

The 17,489-square-foot building could 
accommodate 10 additional tenants and 
Busey said he has a few letters of intent. 
He’s looking for retail shops and workshops, 
and exploring the idea of an open-air 
farmers’ market.

Off with the old roof, on with a new at The Bridge at Sadler Point Marina.

Lakeside marina getting 
closer to adding tenants

The site of a long-vacant former service 
station at 4323 Herschel Street was recently 
purchased from Thebaut Oil Properties 
by San Juan Corner LLC, a company owned 
by John Williams. 

The 0.34-acre property was initially 
listed in late December 2013 with Warren 
& Company for $800,000, and had served 
as a temporary plant and flower warehouse 
for the past two years during the spring.

According to the Jacksonville Property 
Appraiser’s website, on May 31, 2016, the 
corner lot sold for $390,000. It was last 

sold in 1986 for $48,000, and the 
2,635-square-foot service station and tire 
store known as Allweather Tire was built 
in 1962. The site was remediated and has 
Department of Environmental Protection 
clearances, according to a description of 
the property when it was on the market.

Williams had no comment at this time 
regarding his plans for the property, which 
sits at an intersection anchored by IberiaBank, 
Wells Fargo and Watson Realty. It is zoned 
CCG-1, which allows a wide variety of 
commercial and retail uses.

Lakeside area property was finally bought after sitting vacant for several years.

Former filling station purchased

904.290.6711 • ildescojax.com
@ildescojax /ildescojax

2665 PARK ST
Corner of Park & King Street

HUNGRY 
FOR ITALIAN?

Pasta • Pizza • Oysters

DINNER 
Monday through Thursday 4 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Friday through Saturday 4 p.m. – 11 p.m.  
Sunday 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR 
Everyday 4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

  BRUNCH 
Sunday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

 LUNCH & DINNER CATERING? YES, PLEASE! 
Email events@ildescojax.com for more 
information on our catering program.
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By J.R. Duren 
Resident Community News

She sits in the Ortega River, quite content 
to remain partially submerged amid summer’s 
searing heat. 

To neighbors, she is an eyesore, a derelict 
vessel and a distraction from an otherwise 
pleasant riverfront scene. To the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioner 
(FWC), she is the Class Action, a 51-foot 
vessel declared “Derelict and Not Hazard 
to Navigation.”  

The Class Action arrived in the water 
between the Roosevelt and Ortega bridges 
sometime in 2014, residents say. A man 
would appear from the boat in the morning, 
row a dinghy to the northern shore of the 
river and then return later in the day. 

“Something happened and it sunk”

This past June, a storm swept across the 
Ortega’s waters and unceremoniously sunk 
the Class Action. 

“One day it was floating along and the next 
day you could tell something happened and 
it sunk,” said Janie Boyd, who lives along the 
south bank of the river on McGirts Blvd.  

The vessel sits half-submerged in the water, 
perhaps too tired to keel over completely 
beneath the surface.

That the Class Action is now seemingly 
incapacitated raises questions about its 
future, particularly about who will move it 
and when it will be moved. 

FWC declares vessel “derelict” 

In situations like this, exactly who is in 
charge of the vessel’s removal and who enforces 
state laws regarding derelict vessels is based 
on jurisdiction and whichever agency comes 
upon the boat first, FWC Derelict Vessel 
Program Administrator Phil Horning said.

Both the FWC and Jacksonville Sheriff ’s 
Office have jurisdiction over the waters in which 
the vessel is located. In this particular case, the 
FWC is conducting the investigation.

“When someone reports (a derelict vessel) 
to us, we do an investigation and try to 
contact the owner and tell them they’re 
subject to criminal charges if they don’t get 
their boat off the water,” Horning said. 

The boat is officially derelict when au-
thorities place on the vessel an orange sticker 
indicating the owner has five days to remove 
the vessel. Second, a certified letter expressing 
the five-day warning is sent out on the same 
day to the owner’s registered address. 

In some cases, boat owners promise they’ll 
have their boat moved before the five-day 
deadline arrives, Horning said. If not, they 
could face criminal charges. 

“We want to give an abundance of caution. 
We don’t want to take anyone’s stuff,” Horning 
said, “but, at the same time, we want them 
to follow through with their statement that 
they will remove their vessel.” 

If the vessel isn’t moved in time, Horning 
said, the owner is still on the hook for the 
money it takes local or state agencies to 
remove the boat.  

“If the owner of the vessel contacts the officer 
and explains his situation and asks for more 
time, that’s entirely up to the officer if he wants 
to continue,” Horning said. “Each vessel is 
different. Each location is different.”

The FWC declared the Class Action derelict 
on July 19, according to Karen Parker, FWC 
Public Information Coordinator. At the end 
of July, the boat still hugged the bottom of 
the Ortega River.

Removing the vessel

Pulling Class Action out of her watery 
grave will, most likely, fall under the re-
sponsibility of City of Jacksonville Waterways 
Coordinator Jim Suber, who coordinates 
the removal of derelict vessels. 

Funding for the removal can come from 
five different sources: Duval County’s retained 

Declared a derelict, Class Action rests partially submerged in the Ortega River.

vessel registration fees, operating funds 
from City of Jacksonville, the Florida Inland 
Navigation District, FWC and the Florida 
Boating Improvement Program, Horning 
and Suber said.

The FWC’s budget for derelict vessel 
removal received a huge boost July 1 when 
lawmakers appropriated a one-time, $1.4 
million grant for the 2016-2017 budget year. 

There is no definite timetable on how long 
it will take to remove the boat after the 
five-day deadline passed. 

“Every single derelict vessel is an animal 
within itself,” Suber said.

However, Horning pointed out that Duval 
County has proven efficient in removing 
derelict vessels.

“Jim Suber is a remarkable operator of this 
system,” he said. “Jacksonville has been very 
efficient. They usually don’t need a lot of 
help from the state.” 

Removal timeline uncertain for nautical eyesore
Sympathy for the owner

While the boat’s aesthetic qualities make 
it a Loch “Mess” Monster, measured sym-
pathy was evident from McGirts residents, 
Suber and nearby Sadler Point Marina’s 
Brooks Busey. 

“You feel sorry for the owner because he 
lived there; it was his home,” Boyd said. “He 
did lose his home, from that standpoint.” 

Boyd’s neighbor Arnold Tritt also expressed 
sympathy for the man who was seen on the 
boat, though the FWC hasn’t confirmed the 
man seen on the boat is, in fact, the owner. 

“I think…I can compartmentalize and I 
can look at the individual and say, that’s the 
same as someone’s home burning down or 
getting hit by a tornado,” Tritt said. 

However, both neighbors acknowledged 
the boat’s haggard appearance. Both Tritt 
and Boyd deemed the vessel “unsightly.” 

Busey, Sadler Point’s owner, also expressed 
sympathy, but with a straightforward touch 
of boating wisdom. 

“I have misgivings about boat owners 
that don’t properly maintain their boats,” 
he said. “It’s like feeling sorry for someone 
whose house rots away…because they didn’t 
maintain it. You feel sorry for them, but, 
then again, you don’t.” 

Suber’s final observations on the situation 
were fitting. 

“I have sympathy for both sides,” he said. 
“There isn’t anybody that likes a derelict 
vessel. Even the owner doesn’t like a derelict 
vessel. It’s one of those things that even a 
mother doesn’t love. It’s a bad situation.”

JSO joins Nextdoor 
The Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office (JSO) 

recently expanded its social media and 
mobile application offerings by becoming 
part of the Nextdoor neighborhood 
program. The JSO will post about crime 
and public safety in the area.

Although the JSO is unable to see 
content on a specific Neighborhood 
website, users can reply to posts about 
crime and public safety issues in their 
neighborhoods. The JSO cautions, 
however, that Nextdoor users not use 

site to report a crime or share specific 
crime information or suspect information 
on a post without first notifying the 
police through proper channels. 

JSO officers do not monitor Nextdoor 
24/7, so in case of a police emergency 
call 9-1-1. If you need an officer, but it’s 
not an emergency, call (904) 630-0500. 

If you have information about a crime 
that has been committed, or suspect you 
have information, share it with the JSO 
by contacting First Coast Crime Stoppers 
toll free at 866-845-TIPS (8477) or 
emailing JSOCrimeTips@jaxsheriff.org.

• Pine Straw $3.75/bale

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525  • www.janieboyd.com
Buy With Confidence. List with Success.

Charlie Boyd, Carolyn Tatum, Cheryl Laucks, 
Jamie Spicer, Judy Davis, Randy Baker, 

Janie Boyd, Moody Baker, Linda Strickland, 
Betty Thomas, Trey Martin

4434 Shirley Avenue

$300,000

5729 Cedar Oaks Drive

$740,000

5128 Arapahoe Avenue

$440,000

4342 Melrose Avenue

$180,000
4521 Sussex Avenue #5

$223,500

3640 Herschel Street

$450,000

NEWLY RENOVATED NEW LISTING WITH GARAGE APARTMENT

NEWLY REHAbbED WATERfRONT TOWNHOuSE

TJ Swimmers llc
Building the best and repairing the rest!

904-554-9839
5810 St. Augustine Road 

Jacksonville FL 32207

TJSwimmerLLC@gmail.com 
tjswimmers.com



        Affordable Community Classes
    Community Classes for Abundant Living – 355-5491              Riverside Park U.M.C. • 819 Park St. in Five Points
REGISTRATION – Wednesday, August 24th, 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

 7 weeks of Wed. Community Classes for all ages.  Classes - 1 hr. each week, Aug. 31-Oct. 12

We Provide - On site JSO security each week. Free nursery care for children under 5 for adult participants
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5:00 p.m. Classes
5:00 p.m. – Handbells for 3rd-5th Graders – Learn to play handbells in a fun setting.  No previous musical experience 
required.  Children must be available for a few performances during the year.  No Charge  

5:00 p.m. – Christian Karate – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts – Karate moves are taught in a safe, respectful 
Christian environment.  Ages 5 and up.  Students have the opportunity to earn belts as they learn.  No uniforms required.

5:00 p.m. – Dance (Ballet and Tap) – Professional Instructor, Karen Pfeiffer – Ballet and Tap – Ages 3 and up. Minimum of 6 
students required

5:00 p.m. – Art – Professional instructor – Jennifer Miller, certified Art Instructor with DCPS.  Mrs. Miller teaches at Chimney 
Lakes Elementary. Expanding children’s education through the world of art is her passion.  Art is so much more than what meets 
the eye. Together they will explore art through painting, watercolor, ceramics and paper crafting.

6:30 p.m. Classes
Martial Arts for Self-Defense – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts.  This class will be open to both children and 
adults and will focus on a more mature use of Karate for the adults but still appropriate for children.   

Children’s Art – See description under 5:00 classes

Learning is a Family Affair – Some Adult classes also are available to serious young students, especially with parental 
participation (such as Sign Lang. and Guitar)

5:00 p.m. Class
Beginner to Intermediate Yoga – CYT Instructor – Jayne Parker – Beginner to intermediate Vinyasa Yoga.  Move through 
postures that will invigorate and help you tap into a more abundant life.  Vinyasa means flow and the postures are linked with 
movement.  Students are encouraged to move at their own pace as they breathe.  $45.00 

Gentle Yoga – Instructor Jill Pagan – This class offers gentle movement of breath and body.  Motion is lotion.  This class will 
focus on breathing with an introduction to simple modified poses.  Class suitable for all levels.  Jill Pagan trained in Kripalu 
Yoga at Discovery Yoga in St. Augustine. $35.00 

6:30 p.m. Classes
Gentle Yoga – See description and price listed above

Line Dancing – Professional Instructor – LouAnn Simpson - A slower, easier way to exercise but lots of fun and fellowship. The 
latest dances and no partner needed because lines of them are provided.  $45.00

Guitar – Professional Artist/Instructor Arvid Smith – For beginners and intermediates.  A warm, fun learning environment 
where both the instructor and the more experienced students willingly help novices.  A guitar is required - acoustic or electric.  
$45.00

Quilt and Crochet – Instructor – Shirley Davis – Learn the fine art of hand sewing, also beginning crocheting – making simple 
projects. Bring your own fabric and threads or use donated supplies we have on hand.  Learn and practice both skills or focus 
on one.  Great fellowship time. $20.00

Martial Arts for Self Defense – Instruction provided by United Martial Arts.  This class will be open to both older children and 
adults.  It will focus on the use of Karate for self-defense, coordination, exercise and to improve balance.  Both instructional 
and fun.  $35.00

Acrylic Painting– Instructor Reet London Bilanchone, a graduate of UNF with a BA in Fine Arts with 10 years of teaching 
experience as well as being a full time artist.  Acrylic with mixed media painting class where students own ideas are brought to 
life. Please bring a photo of your choosing to be translated to memorable painting. Supply list furnished at registration. Min. 5 
and max. 8 students per class. $45.00

Introduction to Golf – Jim Allen.  A relaxed and enjoyable time learning a bit about the game, club selection and some video 
tips from the pros.  Practice putting indoors and chipping and whiffle ball driving in the park. Clubs and all supplies furnished.  
AND there just might be a “field trip” planned to a local course. Fun for all $20.00

Make Your Own Stepping Stones Four Week Mini Class – Janis and Chris Schmitz. Make your own 1 ft sq. mosaic garden stepping 
stone.  Create your own design using tile, decorative stones, or your own personal china pieces or etc. Learn how to make your own 
at home. $20.00 

Introduction to Sign Language – Leeanne Triplett – 7 years of ASL studies and 3 years experience teaching deaf students, and a 
year of high school instruction.  Minimum of 6 students required. All materials furnished.  $25.00

Faith Discovery ”Bible and Beauty: incorporating Scripture, life, and work from the Cummer Collection”. Instructor – Rev. Emily 
Knight, Pastor, R.P.U.M.C., Duke Divinity School. Art and scripture both challenge us to see the world around us -- noticing and 
engaging small details to sweeping strokes. Each week, this spiritual enrichment session will pair biblical passages with artwork from 
the local Cummer museum in order to bring light and attention to details we might otherwise overlook. Free class. All welcome.
 

Classes for Children – 5 yrs. – 5th Grade.  (All children’s classes are $35.00 per class with additional classes and/
or students within the same immediate family only an additional $20.00 each) 

$5.00 discount for registering August 24th
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Two new leaders bring fresh eyes 
to middle-aged organization
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Riverside Avondale Preservation, estab-
lished in 1974 and, until now, managed by 
leaders who were also residents of the 
community, has more than one set of fresh 
eyes on its mission and vision.

With the March 2016 hiring of Adrienne 
Burke as RAP’s newest executive director 
and the July hiring of John Silveira as Riverside 
Arts Market senior manager, the 42-year-old 
nonprofit will be viewed – and reviewed – by 
at least two outside perspectives.

A Fernandina Beach resident, Burke is, 
however, no stranger to the area. “We started 
coming to RAM from Fernandina not long 
after it opened [in 2009],” she said.

Burke brings both law (she is a member 
of the Florida Bar) and order (one of her 
jobs with the City of Fernandina Beach was 
code enforcement), as well as a passion for 
historic preservation, to the job as RAP’s 
12th executive director. In addition to an 
undergraduate degree in history and a law 
degree, Burke holds a master’s degree in 
historic preservation and urban planning.

Her first priority on the new job is to 
listen, observe and assess, while getting her 
head around the structure and finances of 
the organization. 

“It’s a 40-year old organization with a great 
track record and institutional knowledge and 
history,” said Burke. “Since there is so much 
newness on the board this year, they’ve said 
it’s a good opportunity to listen, take surveys 
of the community, hold open houses, and 
look at updating the strategic plan next year. 
It was last done seven years ago, so it’s time.” 

Burke said while a lot of what’s in the strategic 
plan is still good, a lot has also changed in the 

community since 2009.  “The economy is in 
a different place, and technology is in a different 
place,” she said. “What does RAP see itself 
doing as an organization? It really started 
around historic preservation, land use and 
zoning stuff, the core of the mission.” 

One of Burke’s goals is to educate residents 
on RAP as a resource center, a place to look 
at house files, get information on preservation 
and renovation, and be a neighborhood 
welcome center. When visitors come to the 
RAP office on Herschel Street, immediately 
inside the front door they will find a rack 
filled with information for the taking.

“There is definitely a confusion that RAP is 
somehow a wing of the city government. We 
don’t make decisions, but we can help you 
work with them,” said Burke. “Anything I can 
do to help people better understand our role 
and that we’re not a government office, and 
we serve as a buffer, would be good.”

Reporting to Burke is Silveira, RAM’s 
new senior market manager, who brings 
more than two decades of work with farmers 
markets on the West Coast and a passion 
for serving the community.

“With my nonprofit background, you 
always look for signs of people who are 
involved with organizations, do they have 
passion, are they driven by the mission,” he 
said. “This is an incredible organization.”

He compares his experience to date and the 
expectations of his constituents – RAM’s 
vendors and visitors – with a dip into the pool.

“My first week was putting my toes in 
the water,” said Silveira. “I know there’s an 

expectation that when you come on board 
hopefully you really make an impact in 
your first month. Not only do I have to do 
a perfect dive off the diving board, the 
community and the consumers want to 
see a double backflip. 

“How the vendors and the community 
perceive me is very important,” he continued. 

“One post on a social media forum mentioned 
‘if he takes away the twirling fire makers 
he’ll have hell to pay.’”

For Silveira, the goal is about creating an 
experience for the community and he does 
it by making his presence known on Saturdays 
under the Fuller-Warren Bridge.

“You need to reach out, not sit behind a 
booth,” he said. “You have to develop re-
lationships and tap into subject matter 
experts in the community, and have a 
conversation with people.”

Silveira and his wife moved to St. Augustine 
from the San Francisco Bay area, and said 
his first introduction to Riverside Arts 
Market began when he got off I-95 at Park 
Street and began observing what he called 
the “ant trail” of people making their way 
toward the market.

“My first impression was really, really 
positive and standing at the front door, the 
entrance off Riverside, and looking down 
and taking it all in, it was just ‘wow!’ he said.

Under new 
management

John Silveira, senior manager of Riverside Arts 
Market, and Adrienne Burke, executive director for 
Riverside Avondale Preservation

NEW STUDENT
YOGA SPECIAL!

21 DAYS
UNLIMITED YOGA

FEATURED CLASS OF THE MONTH:        

• Our Yoga classes are well 
suited for beginners. 

• Full class schedule available 
on our website

• Private Yoga & Yoga Therapy 
Sessions available

$21

.

Great for winding down the weekend 
and restoring the body+mind

4154 Herschel St.
Jacksonville, Florida
904-680-7344

www.solunayogaspa.com

Relax with us on Sundays, Renew Yoga at 
8:30am & Restorative Yoga at 6:15pm

4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32210 | 904-387-5538 | Toll Free: 800-800-0895 | info@ortegalanding.com | www.OrtegaLanding.com

Check us out by car, by boat or on the web. 
Call (904) 387-5538 for rates and discounts.

- Resort-like setting in Ortega neighborhood
- Pool, spa, luxurious clubhouse and more!
- Minutes from historic Riverside/Avondale 
  and downtown Jacksonville

Your Home Port in Jacksonville. 
Safe for your boat, easy on your wallet.

Verb Jax is bringing
TWO powerhouses to the

team!

Flower’s Boxing Fitness 
by Michael D. Flowers

$10 class
*limited availability

Visit www.verbjax.com
for times and reservations

PLUS welcome our
newest personal trainer

Anthony Holsey

www.verbjax.com
904.677.4125

1534 Oak Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204

North Florida’s
#1 Diner.

Void Magazine • Folio Weekly • Florida Times Union

Breakfast 
Lunch 

& Dinner

Sunday – Thursday • 6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday • 6:30 am to 8:30 pm

San Marco
3302 Hendricks Avenue

(904) 398-3701

MANDARIN
12807 San Jose Boulevard

(904) 638-6185

Ortega
4495 Roosevelt Boulevard

(904) 999-4600

metrodiner.com
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Jacksonville natives Brian Crick and Jason 
Love opened their Riverside law practice 
in the Park and King retail corridor because 
they are surrounded by other local business 
owners who are striving to make the area 
great, according to Crick.

“The Riverside area is an excellent rep-
resentation of what Jacksonville has to 
offer,” said Crick. “There is a nice mix of 
established businesses that have been in 
this area a long time, exciting new up-and-
coming ventures, and a wonderfully diverse 
variety of clients and consumers.”

Both Crick and Love had served in the 
Jacksonville Office of the Public Defender 
for several years before joining forces to 
serve defendants in a variety of case types, 
including misdemeanors, felonies, and 
contract disputes. 

Michael Bump, former pastry chef at Restaurant Orsay in 
Avondale, was hired by Forking Amazing Restaurants to serve as 
Executive Pastry Chef.

Bump oversees the pastry program for Ovinté, Bistro Aix 
and Il Desco. His responsibilities include menu development, 
management of other pastry chefs and dessert catering. 

Bump is a graduate of the Western Culinary Institute (now the 
Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts) in Portland, Oregon. 
He has more than 15 years of pastry chef experience, including 
two years working directly with James Beard Award-winning chefs 
Michael Smith and Debbie Gold at 40 Sardines in Leawood, Kansas, 
and one year as the pastry chef at Michael Smith’s restaurant in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

Defense attorneys open Riverside practice
Crick attended The Bolles School, then 

received a Bachelor of Science from Florida 
State University before obtaining his Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Detroit-
Mercy School of Law. Love graduated from 
Stanton College Preparatory School and 
received a Bachelor of Science from the 
University of Florida. He graduated from 
the Florida State University College of Law.

Crick & Love Attorneys at Law is located 
at 2718 College St. and can be reached at 
(904) 515-0811.

Brian Crick, Jason Love

Forking Amazing hires 
pastry chef for three venues

Michael Bump

City Council  
awards presented

Joyce Morgan, Jim Love

District 14 Councilman Jim Love 
was presented with the President’s 
Award, by 2015-2016 City Council 
President Greg Anderson, in “appre-
ciation of your leadership, dedication, 
and commitment to the Jacksonville 
City Council and the City of Jacksonville.”

Others who received awards include 
District 1 Councilwoman Joyce Morgan, 
recipient of the Charles D. Webb 
Award for the Council member who 
best exemplifies extraordinary com-
mitment to public service; John Pappas, 
director of Public Works, who received 
the Robert O. Johnson Good 
Government Award for outstanding 
public service; District 4 Councilman 
Scott Wilson, recipient of the Mary 
L. Singleton Award as Most Outstanding 
Committee Chair; and the Cultural 
Council of Greater Jacksonville, which 
received the Starr Bishop Award, for 
unsung community service that 
contributes to the city’s quality of life.

“The Riverside area is an 
excellent representation of 

what Jacksonville has to offer”
— Brian Crick

LUNCH. DINNER. CATERING!

904-387-0007 • 4261 Roosevelt Blvd. • For locations visit jerseymikes.com

FRIDAY:  Family Meal Deal Special-
2 Giant Subs, 4 Drinks and
4 Chips for $24.99
SATURDAYS: FREE Kids Meal w/Sub 
Purchase for Kids in Sports Uniforms

Bonnie Dennis

Jacksonville, Fl 32205

10849 Hawaii Drive South
$134,900

3222 St Johns Avenue
$1,494,900

7336 North Shore Drive
$113,900

1152 Old Ridge Road
$599,000

2112 Ernest Street
$224,900

RealtoR®

Turn Key 
real esTaTe 
Group, llC

904-759-6692

under contract
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new listing MOMNI
Boutique 
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Murray Hill 

Back to School Looks
             by MOMNI
1188 Edgewood Ave S 
www.momniboutique.com
Follow Us!
FB: Momni Love, Momni Boutique
IG: @momnijax 
TW: @momniboutique
PIN: Momni Boutique
Blog: theboutiquenextdoor.org

904.272-2020
www.clayeye.com

Riverside
St. Vincent’s Hospital

DePaul Building
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Orange Park
2023 Professional Center Dr.

Orange Park, FL 32073

Fleming Island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223

Complete pair of 
eyeglasses with 

polycarbonate lenses 
and Transitions

for just

Upgrade with our 
Extreme Anti Glare 

option for just

normally $169!Frames from a select group
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$99

• LASER CATARACT SURGERY
• LASIK SURGERY
• GLAUCOMA SURGERY
• MACULAR DEGENERATION
• DIABETIC EYE DISEASE
• CORNEA SURGERY
• COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
• PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY
• FAMILY EYE CARE 
• CONTACT LENSES

Offer valid for children 21 years old and younger. Cannot be
combined with any other offer, discount, promotion or insurance.
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Sherry Magill, president of the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund, received the first Nonprofit 
Advocate Award from The Nonprofit Center 
at its Local Focus. Lasting Impact.TM awards 
luncheon June 28.

The award was given in recognition of 
Magill’s achievements with the fund and its 
namesake center, the Jessie Ball duPont 
Center, 40 E. Adams Street.

“On December 18, 2012, Sherry Magill, 
president of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
stopped at a red light, and glanced to her 
left and saw the former public library 
building vacant and neglected. In that 
instant, Sherry could see the future — a 
future with a wonderful, collaborative 
space for our local nonprofit organizations,” 
stated the awards program. “That future Sherry Magill, Rena Coughlin

Magill honored for vision in nonprofit sector
is now our present, and it’s called the Jessie 
Ball duPont Center. The building is now 
a hive of activity, with multiple and lasting 
impacts for the nonprofit community.”

Magill, an Avondale resident, was recog-
nized for her many important and for-
ward-thinking efforts that helped the 
nonprofit sector become more influential 
organized and collaborative.

Additional awards presented included the 
Collective Power Award, which was given 
to We Care Jacksonville for Beaches Health 
and Wellness Program, and the Social 
Innovation Award, given to Family Foundations 
for 1,000 in 1,000, a coalition of 21 organi-
zations in the public, private and nonprofit 
sectors, which developed a strategy to move 
1,000 people out of poverty every 1,000 days.

Ortega woman 
named new Rotary 
Club president

Kathleen Cold, 
S to ck hol d e r /
Partner in the law 
firm of Holbrook, 
Akel, Cold, Stiefel 
and Ray, was 
named president 
of the Rotary 
Club of West 
Jacksonville for 
its 2016-2017 term. She is joined by 
Ed Lombard, vice president; Jimmy 
Kelly, treasurer; Dan Maloney, secretary; 
Mary Pat Wallmeyer, sergeant-at-arms, 
and Bob Hyde, past president.

“Our goals are to grow our membership, 
particularly with a focus on younger 
members, and to increase our support 
for the Rotary Foundation, which is 
celebrating its centennial year this 
year,” said Cold, an Ortega resident. 

“We are also engaged in a very important 
project which will provide swimming 
lessons for underprivileged children 
at the YMCA in Riverside.” 

The club’s board of directors include 
Josh Harrison, who is in charge of 
Club Service; Jackie Culver, Vocational 
Service; Vanni Strenta, Community 
Service; Eric Sherman, International 
Service, and Vicky Zelen, New 
Generations. 

The Rotary Club of West Jacksonville 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary at 
the Florida Yacht Club with a dinner 
and gala on June 16, 2017.

Kathleen Cold

Laney Lea Smith, Grace Driscoll and 
Dave Hoppock, of Riverside and Avondale,  
have teamed up to open Cowford Realty & 
Design, a new boutique realty firm located 
in 5 Points at 1022 Park St. 

The firm’s members are residential sales 
specialists, including Laney Lea Smith, 
founder and broker; Grace Driscoll, realtor 
and creative director; and Dave Hoppock, 
a licensed real estate agent whose background 
in software consulting and business admin-
istration provides home valuation and in-
vestment analysis.

Keep in touch with Cowford Realty & 
Design on social media or contact them at 
(904) 674-1888 if you’re in the market to 
buy or sell a home.

New boutique realty 
firm opens in 5 Points

Dave Hoppock, Grace Driscoll, Laney Lea Smith

1938 Hamilton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32210-2046

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com

ORTEGA FOREsT • $973,000
Exquisite riverfront home with a 2-story 

screened room + summer kitchen, 5BR/3.5BA, 
4,156SF.  WINFIELD DUSS • 710-7948

Lee NorvilleWinfield Duss Linda 
Shepherd

David 
Taylor

Bart Colbert Dixie 
Hardman

Cathleen
Lee

Toy Scott Lisa Anthony
Tucker

FIsHWEIR • $194,000
Walk to Fishweir Elementary from this adorable
3BR/1.5BA bungalow w/ 1,238SF & hardwood 

floors! LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

NEW PRIcE!
ORANGE PARK • $299,000

Fabulous, private mini-estate in the heart of 
OP! 3BR/2BA home w/ 2,729SF + 540SF guest 

cottage! DAVID TAYLOR • 424-3946

Norville Realty 
is pleased to 
announce 

David Taylor 
as Sales Leader of 

the Month! David Taylor, REALTOR®

904-424-3946

VILLA RIVA CONDO • $825,000
One of Jacksonville’s most luxurious abodes!
3BR/3BA, 2,725SF with endless river views.

WINFIELD DUSS • 710-7948

Happy Left-Hander’s Day 
on August 13! 

“God made everyone right-handed, 
but the truly gifted overcome it.” 

– Anonymous

VENETIA • $445,000
Stunning pool home with 4BR/2BA + 2 half 

BAs. 3,080SF.  Beautifully updated kitchen plus 
bonus room! LEE NORVILLE • 707-3030

ORTEGA IsLAND • $449,000
Build your dream home on a beautiful .43 acre 
waterfront lot in this exclusive neighborhood!  

WINFIELD DUSS • 710-7948

UNDER cONTRAcT IN 2 DAYS!UNDER cONTRAcT!

CLIFTON • $179,900
Lovely, updated brick 3BR/2BA , 1,592SF home 
in a serene neighborhood just minutes from 
Downtown! LINDA SHEPHERD • 955-0442

NEW LISTINg
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Riverside agency welcomes Riverside resident 

Alex Graham of Avondale, and his brother, 
Hampton Graham of Ortega, have been 
recognized with Automotive News’ 40 Under 
40 award. This annual program honors 
individuals who are high achievers at new 
car dealerships and are under 40 years old. 
The Graham brothers are vice-chairs of 
Duval Motor Company, established in 1916 
by their great-grandfather, Walter McRae, 
Sr. as a Ford Motor Company dealership.

From Austin to Avondale, Jill Islava took a leap of faith when she 
moved from a job in a Texas senior living community to Jacksonville. 

“When I moved here to Jacksonville I took the real estate course 
and was getting ready to take the exam when I got a call for a job 
in the healthcare field,” said Islava, a new Agent/Realtor with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty. “I 
took the job but I had real estate in the back of my mind, and after 
eight months I decided that I needed to take the leap of faith.”

Islava will work primarily from the agency’s Avondale office, 
putting prior experience in commercial design and construction 

to good use, and plans to continue working with the elderly in her real estate career. “I 
hope to help families who are looking to sell their loved ones’ homes and find placement 
for them in the community,” she said.

Joy Montgomery

Joy Montgomery, of Riverside, has joined Traditions Realty. A 
veteran of the real estate business, Montgomery holds real estate 
licenses in Illinois, Georgia, and Florida. 

 Born in Nassau, Bahamas and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Montgomery 
was educated at Florida State University and Arizona State University 
where she focused on business management and psychology. She 
moved to Florida in 2010 and began working in real estate in South 
Florida full time. Montgomery moved to Jacksonville in June and is 
a member of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce.

New Agent/Realtor joins Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

 Jill Islava

Children’s Home Society of Florida, based 
in St. Nicholas, received a grant from 
Westfield Insurance Foundation, thanks 
to the help of Sihle Insurance Group’s 
Riverside office.  

“Thanks to the generous donation from 
Westfield Insurance Foundation, teen 
mothers and young women will gain the 
skills needed to be self-sufficient,” said 
Kymberly Cook, of Children’s Home 
Society of Florida during the presentation 
of the donation. “Through this amazing 
partnership with the Westfield Insurance 
Foundation, we’re able to ensure these 
young women can properly care for their 
children and break the cycle of abuse and 
neglect for generations to come.”

The grant is part of the new Westfield 
Legacy of Caring program in which Westfield 
Trilogy agencies across the country were 
invited to nominate a local nonprofit in the 
areas of disaster relief, insurance pathways, 
family stability of safety.

Local insurance office gets grant 
for Children’s Home Society

Kimberly Fore, Program Director for Children’s 
Home Society,  Kathy Suarez, Buckner Place 
Supervisor for Children’s Home Society, Shawn 
Naugle, Director of Program Operations, Children’s 
Home Society, Bill Hardaker GHG/Sihle Insurance 

“Sihle Insurance Group and its employees 
are proud members of the Seminole 
County community.  Our collaboration 
with Westfield allows us to further our 
citizenship efforts and have impact in 
critically important initiatives,” said Lou 
Mitchell, Chief Operating Officer of Sihle.

Hampton Graham

Brothers in business recognized by automotive industry
 Automotive News evaluated nominations 

from across the U.S. and Canada and 
identified outstanding performers in a large 
field of top caliber talent at dealerships. 

Alex is a graduate of The University of the 
South in Sewanee, Tenn., and Florida Coastal 
School of Law and is a member of The Florida 
Bar. Hampton is a 2007 graduate of the 
University of Florida Warrington School of 
Business with a degree in marketing.

 “The 40 Under 40 program recognizes 
dealership employees who show strong 
leadership and are identified as top per-
formers,” said Mary Beth Vander Schaaf, 
managing editor of Automotive News. “The 
men and women on our fifth annual list 
have significant business achievements and 
their job performance makes a difference 
at their dealership.”

Alex Graham

Help us celebrate the 
lives that have been 
transformed, thanks to 
the Sulzbacher Center 
and a village of dynamic 
community partners. 

 Transformations is supported by a grant from the Delores Barr Weaver Forever Event Fund, est. 2015

Thursday,
September 29, 2016

Florida Times-Union Center
for the Performing Arts

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
General Admission $50

Sponsorships begin at $500

T H E  S U L Z B A C H E R  C E N T E R  P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S

Residential
&

Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

• Expert Repairs & Repiping
• Backflows Installed
• Water Heater Service & Installation
• TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections

• Under Slab Leaks
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Shower Pan & Tile Work 416 Ryan Ave. • State Cert. #CFC056489

$25 
OFF

Any Service Call.
Valid for new 

service calls only.
Expires 6/30/14

(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com

Residential
&

Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

• Expert Repairs & Repiping
• Backflows Installed
• Water Heater Service & Installation
• TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections

• Under Slab Leaks
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Shower Pan & Tile Work 416 Ryan Ave. • State Cert. #CFC056489

$25 
OFF

Any Service Call.
Valid for new 

service calls only.
Expires 6/30/14

(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com

904•398•6442
www.defini t ionf i tness.com
1950 San Marco Blvd.,  Sui te 5 

Jacksonvi l le,  FL 32207

•  Fitness & Nutritional Evaluations

•  General Fitness & Strength Training

•  1-on-1 and Group Fitness

•  Sport-Specific Training

•  Crosstraining & TRX

•  Yoga

•  Massage
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Thomas E. Gibbs, Esq. of Ortega, 
William (Tripp) Gulliford of Avondale 
and Michael Munz of San Marco are 
among five local business leaders 
selected by IberiaBank to serve on 
a local advisory board for the 
Jacksonville market.

Also selected for the board were 
Dane Grey of Elite Parking Services 
of America and Gina Hill, owner of 
G.M. Hill Engineering.

The advisory board will work closely 
with the Iberia bankers in Duval County 
in order to execute strategic growth 
initiatives and further expand the bank’s 
presence in the market. 

“We are fortunate to have assembled 
an impressive team of business leaders 
with strong ties to the local community,” 
said Abel Harding, IberiaBank’s market 
president for North Florida. “The 
formation of this group further demon-
strates our continued commitment to 
the Jacksonville market. We look forward 
to growing this region and tapping into 
the business expertise and entrepreneurial 
spirit of this group.”

Gibbs, an attorney with Smith, Gambrell 
& Russell LLP law firm, will serve as 
chair of the board. Gulliford is managing 
director for CBRE’s Jacksonville office, 
where he oversees all operations and 
provides strategic support on business 
development to grow the firm’s operations 
and local market share. Munz is president 
of the public relations division for the 
Dalton Agency, where he is responsible 
for high-level planning, tactical imple-
mentation, public relations, government 
relations, corporate positioning and 
political consulting.

Episcopal School of Jacksonville has a 
new school administrator at its helm.

The Rev. Adam S. Greene has been named 
by the Board of Trustees as Episcopal’s 
Head of School as of July 1. He succeeds 
Charley Zimmer, who retired as Head of 
School June 30.

Greene formerly served as the Dean of 
Spiritual Life at Episcopal High School in 
Houston, Texas, where he was a senior 
administrator, leading one of its four core 

“pillars” of emphasis. 
In addition to being an Episcopal priest, 

Greene brings to the school experience in 
education, finance, and a commitment to 
faith-based learning. His educational 
philosophy aligns with the Jacksonville 
school’s dedication to a balanced educational 
program as well as the school’s core beliefs 
in servant-leadership, a desire for excellence 
in the classroom, and the importance of 
spiritual development. 

During his six years at EHS in Houston, 
Greene worked on the strategic and oper-
ational activities and was responsible for 

the spiritual life of the school, which included 
more than 680 students and 150 faculty and 
staff. In Houston, he oversaw academic 
programing, taught theology, provided 
pastoral care, and led community service 
and outreach programs. 

Greene also served as an active member 
of EHS’s Board of Trustees’ committees for 
Finance, Strategic Planning, and Risk 
Management as well as the school’s 2014 
capital campaign.

 Greene is a graduate of Choate Rosemary 
Hall and has a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from Vanderbilt University. In 2009 
he earned his Master’s Degree from Yale 
Divinity School. Greene was ordained as 
an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of Atlanta 
in 2009. Prior to joining EHS and attending 
divinity school, he was a highly successful 
leader for more than 20 years in global 
investment banking and finance at firms all 
over the world, including Citicorp, ABN 
Amro Bank and Wachovia, among others. 

“Adam’s outstanding strategic leadership 
experience, academic accomplishments, 

Bank taps three from area 
for advisory board

The Rev. Adam Greene

Episcopal names new Head of School

devotion to his faith and sophisticated fi-
nancial expertise, as well as his educational 
perspective, stood out to us from the be-
ginning,” said Robert Clements, chair of 
ESJ’s Board of Trustees. “Adam personifies 
what we know makes Episcopal unique, and 
he has the insightful vision and talent to 
execute what the School needs as we look 
toward an exciting future.”

Eileen Verney Briggs, of Ortega Forest, 
has been hired as Chief Development Officer 
for the Sulzbacher Center. She has more than 
two decades of nonprofit experience, including 
her most recent position as Chief Operating 
Officer for LSF Health Systems, which manages 
funding for substance abuse and mental 
health in Northeast and North Central Florida.

Briggs holds a bachelor’s degree in Eileen Verney Briggs

anthropology from the University of Florida 
and a master’s degree in social work from 
Florida State University.

“Eileen is an experienced and passionate 
nonprofit leader with a deep commitment 
to strengthening and growing the Sulzbacher 
Center,” said Cindy Funkhouser, president 
and CEO. “She understands how to develop 
funding in order to sustain programs and 
services, and the value of building and 
maintaining diverse collaborations to get 
things done on behalf of those who are the 
most vulnerable in our community.”

Sulzbacher Center 
hires new officer

4218 St. Johns Ave. • TerrysToGo.com
388-1743ORDERS CALL:

Nutritious & Delicious

Full 
Meals 
To-Go!

Feeling overloaded with kids going

WE CAN HELP!!

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417
www.joywalkerrealtor.com
joy.walker@BHHSFNR.com
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

A RARE FIND
Fabulous, one-of-a-kind, 1917 waterfront home on approximately 1 acre on the Ortega River. 

Located on a quite street close to the Ortega Bridge, this wonderful home offers spacious rooms, 
high ceilings, hardwood floors and relaxing river views. 4 bedrooms/3 full baths/2 half baths, 2 glassed 
sunrooms, and a beautiful wraparound porch. A private drive and gated entry, beautiful live oaks and 

lovely manicured lawn with lush landscaping, welcome you to the home. There is also a detached 
building that would make a charming guest house AND detached 2 car garage with workshop. 

A REAL TREASURE! • $998,000

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An 
independently operated subsidiary of 
HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire 
Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of 
BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Information not verified or guaranteed. If 
your home is currently listed with a Broker, 
this is not intended as a solicitation

WINDOW REPLACEMENTS
REPAIR KITS  | WINDOWS

For more information on sponsorships & tickets,  
contact Jessica Waugaman at 904-308-8896

or Jessica.Waugaman@jaxhealth.com
www.DeliciousDestinationsJax.com

Proceeds to Benefit St. Vincent’s Community Health Outreach Programs

Experience Delicious Destinations
Jacksonville’s Premier Food & Wine Event

September 8-10, 2016
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

8727 San Jose Boulevard • Jacksonville
(904) 733-7078 • www.TheTempleJacksonville.org

August 18, 25 and 
September 1 at 7 p.m.
rsvp@TheTempleJacksonville.org  

or call (904) 733-7078

A  Taste  of  Judaism

Congregation
Ahavath  
Chesed

Jewish ethics, spiritualty and community
Designed for the curious beginner
Individuals from all faith systems 

are welcome
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When you pass by a shop window, 
for a split second, do you wonder who 
that older-looking person is staring back 
at you? Have you been wondering how to 
make your physical appearance match your 
inner outlook and youthful personality?

The June opening of Elite Medical Spa 
at 4282 Herschel Street marks a new era of 
services to help you get your “groove” back 
– right in your own neighborhood. 

Fortunately, you don’t have to travel to 
the Town Center to receive personalized 
consultations on both surgical and 
nonsurgical procedures with a significant 
team of experts. J. Phillip Garcia, MD, 
FACS, will be the medical director for Elite 
Medical Spa. 

One of North Florida’s premier facial 
surgeons, Dr. Garcia, a double board-
certified facial plastic and reconstructive 
specialist practicing for more than 16 
years locally, is known for his state-of-the-
art techniques and revolutionary plastic 
surgery procedures.  

Shauna Taylor, RN, BSN, owner of 
Elite Medical Spa and its neighboring 
sister company, Elite Salon & Day Spa, is 
thrilled to open this new medical spa and 
bring on Dr. Garcia as the center’s new 
medical director.   

You may have seen Dr. Garcia’s 
televised ads about Contoura and 
Contoura Plus as a less-invasive option 

Your journey to a ‘New You’ begins at Elite
Business Profile

to reduce the facial signs of aging. In 
addition to Contoura, he is on top of all 
the latest advances including Ultherapy®, 
which uses high-energy ultrasound, 
and HydraFacial MD®, the next-level of 
hydra-dermabrasion. 

“There are different types of solutions 
to aging and other facial concerns and 
each one is personalized based on the 
patient’s particular situation and desires,” 
said Garcia.

What’s most important is that you 

feel comfortable by fully understanding 
all treatment options and how they will 
be geared to accomplish your personal 
needs. Dr. Garcia’s consultations include 
photographic analysis and a complete 
individualized treatment plan.  

Every person who comes in for a 
consultation receives a copy of the book, 
Just Faces, co-authored by Dr. Garcia, that 
gives detailed information about what 
happens to our faces as we age, with before/
after photos and details of procedures that 

can correct various aging concerns.
“The goal is to have people look as 

young as they feel,” said Garcia.
Residents may already be familiar 

with the Elite Salon & Day Spa next door 
in the elegant building at 4290 Hershel 
Street. As owner and medical aesthetic 
nurse, Taylor’s vast experience in age-
defying techniques and her passion in 
helping you look your best is unmatched 
when you know her career experience 
and life goal to open a medical spa.  

Taylor was a stylist for 10 years at 
the Elite Salon & Day Spa before going 
back to college to become a licensed, 
registered nurse. She then gained 
experience working at another medical 
day spa. When Elite became available 
a year ago, Taylor saw it as her chance 
to combine her love of nursing and 
fascination with the beauty industry by 
ultimately opening a medical spa at her 
local stomping grounds.   

In addition to offering nonsurgical 
medical aesthetic procedures such as 
BOTOX®, and dermal fillers including 
Ultra and Ultra Plus Juvederm®, Taylor 
also provides clinical facials which help 
those with specific skin conditions such 
as acne, rosacea, and dark spots. 

“We’re excited to provide these 
services to the Ortega and Avondale 
communities and look forward to keeping 
our neighbors beautiful,” said Taylor.

For a cosmetic surgery consultation please contact (904) 203-8282 or email TownCenter@
GarciaInstitute.com to make a consultation appointment today. For BOTOX and Juvederm 
appointments, call (904) 389-6072. Elite Medical Spa and Elite Salon & Day Spa are open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday until 8 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Shauna TaylorDr. Phillip Garcia

Elite

BUSINESS PROFILE

  www.jaxfcu.org | 904-475-8000

562 Park Street 
On the corner of Park St. and Rosselle St. in Brooklyn

Find your freedom with totally 
free checking at JAXFCU:
Free Debit Card

Free Online Banking 
with Bill Pay

Free Mobile Banking  
& Mobile Deposit

30,000 Surcharge-free  
ATMs Nationwide

Start saving today!
Call, click, or stop by a branch 
to open your account.

Become a JAXFCU member!
Live, learn, work, or worship in one of these counties: 

Duval, Clay, Nassau, St. Johns, or Baker? You’re eligible!
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Political fanfare marks City Council installation ceremony
The movers and shakers of Jacksonville politics and many neighborhood 

residents turned out at LaVilla’s Ritz Theatre to celebrate the installation 
ceremony for City Council President Lori N. Boyer and Council Vice President 
John R. Crescimbeni June 30. 

Judge Tyrie W. Boyer of the Fourth Circuit, administered the oath at her 
investiture, while her son, R.J. Nemeyer, held the Bible and looked on with 
pride. The Honorable Mark H. Mahon, Chief Judge of the Fourth Judicial 
Court of Florida, administered the oath of office to Crescimbeni while his 
wife, Tanya, held the Bible.

Among awards given, City of Jacksonville Director of Public Works John 
Pappas received the Robert O. Johnson award, which is the highest award 
given to a city employee.

Cowford’s Pioneer support runs strong
The American Cancer Society’s North Florida Chapter 

of young professionals are working hard to build a con-
stituency among other like-minded supporters. Their 
recent Cowford Kickoff reception was held July 21 at 
Mellow Mushroom in Avondale to gain new recruits and 
support current membership. Donations of time and effort, 
alongside a campaign to grow ticket sales for the annual 
Cowford Ball, are just a few of the group’s initiatives.

With cancer touching so many lives, the endeavor to 
share experiences and outcomes from elders in the ranks 
help to illustrate the importance of the involvement of up 
and coming professionals. This year’s Cowford Ball, titled 
Diamonds and Denim 2016, will draw a support from this 
crowd of younger donors and active members alike.  

Guests dressed as favorite book characters set the 
tone for Learn to Read Jacksonville’s gala, Night at the 
Library – Where the Characters Come to Life. The July 
23 event, held in the atrium and the Betsy Lovett 
Courtyard at the Main Library downtown, was emceed 
by John Bachman and Tenikka Hughes, CBS47/Fox30 
Action News anchors. Honorary chair was Congressman 
Ander Crenshaw. 

Enjoying delectable food, drinks, music by Akia 
Uwanda, a silent auction and costume contest, guests 
contributed to the programs at Learn to Read, which 

change the lives of adults in Jacksonville by enabling 
them to earn their GED, fill out job applications, or help 
their children with homework.

“The support from our annual event enables Learn to 
Read Jacksonville to provide the life-changing gift of 
education to adult learners in the Jacksonville community,” 
said Learn to Read Executive Director Judy Bradshaw. 
“Although surprising to many, it is an unfortunate reality 
that many people in Jacksonville cannot read. Our orga-
nization is dedicated to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals and families through literacy education.”

Summer soiree a celebration of philanthropy
In a celebration of philanthropy, Shircliff Society members and guests gathered for a summer 

soiree, held July 30 at St. Vincent’s Spirituality Center. One of two annual social events that provide 
a mix-and-mingle opportunity for prospective members to learn about the young professionals 
group and its fundraising projects, the get-together was catered by St. Vincent’s culinary staff.

The Shircliff Society, named after St. Vincent HealthCare supporter and philanthropist Robert “Bob” 
Shircliff, serves to inspire young leaders to focus on improving the health of the community through 
giving and volunteering. The Society’s current project, a Book Nook for St. Vincent’s Family Medical 
Center, reached its $25,000 fundraising goal, which was matched by the St. Vincent Physicians 
Society. The Book Nook will be ready for use sometime this fall.

Tyler McKendree, Aubrey Moran, Elizabeth and Baker Berg and Leslie Gittings

Patton and Larry Weber with LeeAnn and Ryan CrabtreePriscilla Brooke and Kaci Honeycutt

Callie and Mat Hugo with Susan Williams
Director of Operations in the Medical Examiner’s Office Tim Crutchfield, Medical 
Examiner Valerie Rao with City Councilwoman Joyce Morgan

District 14 City Councilman Jim Love and his wife, Robin, with 
Melody and Bill Bishop

Beville and Greg Anderson, former Jacksonville City 
Council President

Glenna Verga, Margo MartinCheryl Virta, Casey SteelTom and Dorothy Messner Betsy Lovett

Mariah Verseput, Allison Ortega, E. William Nash IV; middle: Thomas “Ty” King  
and Spencer Hyatt; back: name and Justin Markley 

Samantha Smid, Bobby Siddell, Melissa Guarino, Tim Silvey

Courtney Snoap and Mariah Verseput,  
Shircliff Society board president

Marti Hammett, Ashli Barnes, Melanie Perry

Sarah and Quinn Rozycki with Thomas “Ty” King

Costume-clad party-goers benefit adult reading programs

We Are Local. We Are Global.
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4231 Magnolia Rd.
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1604 Charon Rd.
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0000 St Johns Ave.
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SOLD

4430 St Johns Ave.
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6950 Hyde Grove Ave.
$179,900
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2630 Algonquin Ave.
$170,000

UNDER CONTRACT
1244 Dancy St.
$157,000

NEW LISTING
4631 Martingale Rd.
$185,000
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Political fanfare marks City Council installation ceremony
The movers and shakers of Jacksonville politics and many neighborhood 

residents turned out at LaVilla’s Ritz Theatre to celebrate the installation 
ceremony for City Council President Lori N. Boyer and Council Vice President 
John R. Crescimbeni June 30. 

Judge Tyrie W. Boyer of the Fourth Circuit, administered the oath at her 
investiture, while her son, R.J. Nemeyer, held the Bible and looked on with 
pride. The Honorable Mark H. Mahon, Chief Judge of the Fourth Judicial 
Court of Florida, administered the oath of office to Crescimbeni while his 
wife, Tanya, held the Bible.

Among awards given, City of Jacksonville Director of Public Works John 
Pappas received the Robert O. Johnson award, which is the highest award 
given to a city employee.

Cowford’s Pioneer support runs strong
The American Cancer Society’s North Florida Chapter 

of young professionals are working hard to build a con-
stituency among other like-minded supporters. Their 
recent Cowford Kickoff reception was held July 21 at 
Mellow Mushroom in Avondale to gain new recruits and 
support current membership. Donations of time and effort, 
alongside a campaign to grow ticket sales for the annual 
Cowford Ball, are just a few of the group’s initiatives.

With cancer touching so many lives, the endeavor to 
share experiences and outcomes from elders in the ranks 
help to illustrate the importance of the involvement of up 
and coming professionals. This year’s Cowford Ball, titled 
Diamonds and Denim 2016, will draw a support from this 
crowd of younger donors and active members alike.  

Guests dressed as favorite book characters set the 
tone for Learn to Read Jacksonville’s gala, Night at the 
Library – Where the Characters Come to Life. The July 
23 event, held in the atrium and the Betsy Lovett 
Courtyard at the Main Library downtown, was emceed 
by John Bachman and Tenikka Hughes, CBS47/Fox30 
Action News anchors. Honorary chair was Congressman 
Ander Crenshaw. 

Enjoying delectable food, drinks, music by Akia 
Uwanda, a silent auction and costume contest, guests 
contributed to the programs at Learn to Read, which 

change the lives of adults in Jacksonville by enabling 
them to earn their GED, fill out job applications, or help 
their children with homework.

“The support from our annual event enables Learn to 
Read Jacksonville to provide the life-changing gift of 
education to adult learners in the Jacksonville community,” 
said Learn to Read Executive Director Judy Bradshaw. 
“Although surprising to many, it is an unfortunate reality 
that many people in Jacksonville cannot read. Our orga-
nization is dedicated to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals and families through literacy education.”

Summer soiree a celebration of philanthropy
In a celebration of philanthropy, Shircliff Society members and guests gathered for a summer 

soiree, held July 30 at St. Vincent’s Spirituality Center. One of two annual social events that provide 
a mix-and-mingle opportunity for prospective members to learn about the young professionals 
group and its fundraising projects, the get-together was catered by St. Vincent’s culinary staff.

The Shircliff Society, named after St. Vincent HealthCare supporter and philanthropist Robert “Bob” 
Shircliff, serves to inspire young leaders to focus on improving the health of the community through 
giving and volunteering. The Society’s current project, a Book Nook for St. Vincent’s Family Medical 
Center, reached its $25,000 fundraising goal, which was matched by the St. Vincent Physicians 
Society. The Book Nook will be ready for use sometime this fall.

Tyler McKendree, Aubrey Moran, Elizabeth and Baker Berg and Leslie Gittings

Patton and Larry Weber with LeeAnn and Ryan CrabtreePriscilla Brooke and Kaci Honeycutt

Callie and Mat Hugo with Susan Williams
Director of Operations in the Medical Examiner’s Office Tim Crutchfield, Medical 
Examiner Valerie Rao with City Councilwoman Joyce Morgan

District 14 City Councilman Jim Love and his wife, Robin, with 
Melody and Bill Bishop

Beville and Greg Anderson, former Jacksonville City 
Council President

Glenna Verga, Margo MartinCheryl Virta, Casey SteelTom and Dorothy Messner Betsy Lovett

Mariah Verseput, Allison Ortega, E. William Nash IV; middle: Thomas “Ty” King  
and Spencer Hyatt; back: name and Justin Markley 

Samantha Smid, Bobby Siddell, Melissa Guarino, Tim Silvey

Courtney Snoap and Mariah Verseput,  
Shircliff Society board president

Marti Hammett, Ashli Barnes, Melanie Perry

Sarah and Quinn Rozycki with Thomas “Ty” King

Costume-clad party-goers benefit adult reading programs

We Are Local. We Are Global.
4031 Timuquana Rd.
$1,550,000

6343 Ortega Farms
$350,000
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© Baptist Health 2016

It’s all about fresh

Hosted by

Girls’ Day Out 
Saturday, September 17, 2016
Hyatt Regency  

Jacksonville Riverfront

8 am – 3:30 pm

Continental breakfast & luncheon included

…herbs like lemongrass and mint

…lean protein with balanced spices

…crisp, gently cooked vegetables

Celebrity chef and restaurateur Mai Pham’s aromatic 
and healthy cuisine is based on Vietnamese and  
Thai traditions that will engage your five senses.  
Meet her as our morning keynote speaker, followed  
by a day of wellness that includes free health 
screenings, breakout sessions with doctors, a free  
gift bag, and more.

Don’t miss out on a fun day!

Register online:

2016girlsdayout.eventbrite.com
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Riverside Avondale Preservation’s third 
First Friday event, held July 1 at Anazao 
Galleries in the Shoppes of Avondale, drew 
a good crowd despite the holiday weekend. 
Guests enjoyed delicious appetizers prepared 
by Biscottis as they browsed through old 
and new art, artifacts, jewelry and couture.

Rubbing elbows with historical artwork
“We’re trying to bring residents out for 

a fun event for two reasons,” said Keith 
Holt, RAP board chair. “We want give 
people an opportunity to chat with us 
about whatever is on their minds in a social 
atmosphere. And we want to introduce 
businesses to the community.”

Holt noted RAP has somewhat of a “bad 
rap” and has been looking for ways to get the 
word out about the positive changes recently 
sponsored by the nonprofit, including the 
community garden on Park Street, the soon-
to-be-complete dog park at Riverside Park and 
Riverside Arts Market, now in its eighth season.

The initial First Friday event was launched 
in May at Hawthorn Salon in the Park & 
King Street retail corridor, where CityCycle 
hosted the second First Friday. RAP’s young 
professionals group, The Revivals, are hosts 
of the monthly social, which include various 
beer, wine and catering sponsors.Tessa Duvall, Keith Holt, Jensen Werley

Keelin Cassidy, Clifford Ayer, Sarah Short Jaime and Arlenys Morel, Tommy Williams, Bill Cook Joi Perkins, Christina Diloreto, Wayne Wood, Lana Shuttleworth

Jessica Fields, Stephanie Flora, Karina DelCid, Daniel Miller

Call today to schedule a FREE consultation

James & Snider
904-813-7132

• Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts 
• Asset Protection • Family Law and Personal Injury

If life has you wondering:
•  Should I re-do my old will?
•  Could I lose my home and savings if I require 

nursing home care?
•  What happens to my homestead property when I die?
•  How will long term care affect my loved ones?

We can Help!
Services
Include:
• body contouring
• liposuction
• face, eye,
 and brow lift
• cosmetic
 treatments
• breast
 augmentation
• non-surgical
 skin care
• ask about our
 Mommy Makeover!

      the art of Plastic Surgery

6867 Belfort Oaks Place • Jacksonville, FL • (904) 296-2008
www.JacksonvillePlasticSurgerybyDuffy.com

Plastic and reconstructive surgery can improve your appearance and 
increase your confi dence. Dr. Duffy is a leading plastic surgeon in 
Jacksonville with over 20 years of surgical experience and Mayo Clinic 

trained. Our mission is to help you look great at every age.
We offer several payment options and fi nancing 

opportunities for those
who qualify.

We offer several payment options and fi nancing 
opportunities for those

New
MedSpa

& services
being added!

Coming
Soon!

Michael J. Duffy, MD
Cosmetic & Reconstructive

Surgery Center

Lunch SpeciaLS
 •  2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
 •   Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad 
& Beverage $5.99

 •  Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
alepiehouse.com

View Full Menu & Order Online nOw

• Mon & Tues Trivia Night 7pm

• Happy Hour 2–7pm Daily

(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

Gift Cards Available!

Catering Available

Celebrating Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Thank you to our neighborhood
friends for our success!

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10-11 & Sun. 11-9

Fancy meals delivered to 
your door! We’ll even bring 
fl owers, wine and cake!

Fancy meals delivered to 

DATE
NIGHT  IN.

904- 327- 6810 ★ RAIN OR SHINE ★ communitycouriersjax.com
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The side of the Murray Hill Theater has 
become a canvas for Robert E. Lee High 
School art teacher Anne Jacques and some 
of her former students as part of the Murray 
Hill Preservation Association’s Mural Project.

Jacques and up to a dozen helpers are 
working on the mural from the bottom 
up, wielding paintbrushes from 8 a.m. 
until noon each weekday before the heat 
becomes unbearable. 

“I think it will take us about three weeks 
to complete it,” said Jacques, who explained 
a death in her family took her away from 
the project shortly after the wall was primed, 
setting the schedule back.

Designed by New York City artist Jon 
Burgerman, the mural is the first in a series 
of scenes MHPA will be commissioning 
for the neighborhood. Jacques has added 
a few whimsical touches, such as a coffee 
cup, a book and a musical note, as tribute 
to nearby businesses.

The public art initiative is a partnership 
between MHPA and local businesses to 
beautify the neighborhood and promote 
art in public places. 

Paint Craft Store, a long-standing Murray 
Hill family business owned and operated 
by 1977 Lee High graduate Joel Smith, has 
donated the supplies needed to complete 
the first mural. Smith’s father bought the 
business over 50 years ago when it was 
originally located on Edgewood Avenue.

“We’re excited to help improve the neigh-
borhood and support our alma mater,” said 
Smith’s son Bradley, a 2006 Lee graduate 
and store manager. Another Lee alumnus, 
Craig Tarre (Class of ’68), is one of nine 

employees who provide paint, coatings, 
supplies and equipment, as well as expertise, 
to their wholesale customers.

Now located on Plymouth Street, the paint 
supply store donated a white primer coat to 
the project also, which is necessary to allow 
the red and yellow colors to remain vivid, 
according to Joel Smith. He said the type of 
paint Jacques and her helpers are using will 
enable the mural to last a long time.

The project is also part of festivities planned 
to celebrate Murray Hill’s 100th anniversary 
this year. A block party and formal mural 
unveiling will take place this fall.

Information on the mural project, along 
with details on how artists can submit proposals, 
is available online at murrayhilljax.com.

Local teacher, students help turn Murray Hill into canvas for public art

Lee High School alumnus Katie Welch (Class of 2016), Lee High School art teacher Anne Jacques, Jessie 
Clark (Class of 2015), Creshuna Miles (Class of 2011), back: Devon Jacques, art teacher at Enterprise 
Learning Academy, and daughter of Anne Jacques

Lee High School art teacher Anne Jacques, left, checks out the progress of the mural.

Jessie Clark paints between the lines that create 
a cartoon-like graphic on the side of the Murray 
Hill Theatre.

    The
Branch Manager
     Tree Service

(904) 270-2090
“We don’t monkey around

with tree care”

2 4  H O U R  S T O R M  S E R V I C E

Branch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch ManagerBranch Manager
     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service     Tree Service

“We don’t monkey around“We don’t monkey around

PRUNING – REMOVALS – FERTILIZATION – DIAGNOSIS & PRESERVATION

Marc White
ISA Certifi ed Aborist     Cell: (904) 607-4113

If You Want It Done Right,
Call Marc White

FL-5641A

4159 Oxford Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210                        904.559.5339                                    

• Home Decor

• Refurbished/Upcycled

   Furnishings

• Women’s Apparel

   & Accessories

• Children’s Boutique

4048 Herschel Street
Jacksonville, FL 32205

rayware.com • 904.389.6659
Monday–Friday 8 am–5 pm

HARDWARE

Go Team USA!

Ring  
Door Knockers

by

W E ’ V E  H E L P E D

Four Generations
REACH THE POINT OF “I DO”

Located in Riverplace Tower
1301 Riverplace Blvd. • Suite 2552

(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

Jacksonvil le’s  Diamond Source for Four Generations

LET US HELP YOU

start with

YES
Harby Jewelers
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Summer Selfie 
C O N T E S T

What did you do this summer?
Summer fun is fleeting but capturing the moment with a selfie 
lasts forever. Readers were asked to submit their best Summer 
Selfie for a chance to win $250 in restaurant gift cards from The 
Resident. Among those submitted, these images share a slice 
of life on a hot summer day. Thank you to all who participated. 
Congratulations to first place winner Harlan McGuire and to  Suzi 
Airheart, second place, and Kaylee Carolan, third place winners.

Harlan McGuire, of Avondale, taking a fierce 
approach to a selfie with a bear in South Carolina.

To learn more or get involved, contact Kellie Ann Kelleher, 
Campaign Director, at kellieann.kelleher@cancer.org or 
904-391-3606.

Donate today, so more 
people can live with peace 
of mind while undertaking 
the challenge of their lives!

The Hope Lodge program provides free overnight lodging to cancer patients 
and caregivers who have to travel away from home for treatment.
We are working on a campaign to build a Hope Lodge community in Jacksonville.

                                    The Weaver Family Foundation Fund is challenging the 
greater Jacksonville community to match a $500,000 grant. The Hope Lodge 
grant will match community donations of $5,000, or less, up to $500,000.

“ Two years ago I discovered a tumor. Driving an hour every 

day to treatment and back would have been so draining. 

Staying at Hope Lodge meant I could rest and heal. When 

Tom and I put our estate plans together, we decided to 

support projects that improved the quality of life for others. 

Hope Lodge was a beautiful fit. We’re giving back the gifts 

that were given to us – healing and hope.”

                                    - Leone, Hope Lodge major donor    

cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/hopelodge/jacksonville

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

3620 St. Johns Ave.
904.388.5688

www.SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items, 
made with Organic Ingredients!

In Front
August Roll - Katsu 
salmon, cream cheese 
and cucumber rolled 
and topped with sliced 
mango, kani salad and 
eel sauce.

Great Beer, Wine 
and Sake Selection

Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!

In Back
Amazing Roll - Spicy 
tuna, avocado and real 
crab rolled with sliced 
avocado and spicy tuna 
on top.



Find out if you qualify at ascension.org/veterans.

St. Vincent’s HealthCare and other Ascension hospitals, clinics and doctors nationwide accept             
Veterans Choice. If you’re a veteran waiting more than 30 days for an appointment at the VA,                          

or have to travel more than 40 miles from your home, you can receive the compassionate,  
personalized care you deserve from your local Ascension doctor. 
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By Sarah Duggan 
Resident Community News 

Annie Pajcic’s annual summer art camps 
could be called famous among the circles 
of tween and teen girls in Jacksonville. Nearly 
500 local girls attended one of the three 
one-week camp sessions in July, held at St. 
Johns Presbyterian Church. 

“ThouArtExalted started when my daughter 
was going into fourth grade. I very quickly 
realized that there was no Bible study cur-
riculum for this group. It was all very heavy 
high school, or very young elementary school,” 
said Annie Pajcic. “Because I have a back-
ground in youth ministry and in art, I decided 
to create a curriculum that was exciting for 
these girls at this age to bridge the gap.”

Pajcic, founder of the Christian, art-focused 
ministry ThouArtExalted, took her inspiration 
for this year’s curriculum from an unusual 
source: detergent. 

“This camp is titled ‘Brave.’ Brave is a 
detergent that is going to rid you of the 
deepest, darkest stain that you have. That 

stain is sin and only Jesus can wash away 
that sin. Each day we study a different sin, 
like feeling discouraged or out of control. 
Brave is the anti-septic, or the stain remover, 
and symbolizes all the promises of God, 
like hope, trust, and prayer, that we use to 
fight sin,” Pajcic explained.

“We have been learning a lot of things 
about being brave,” said 11-year-old camper 
Gertrude Hetzel. “The most important thing 
I've learned at camp is that God made ev-
eryone different so that everyone could be 
brave and stand up for each other.”

Each day the campers created a different 
piece of art to remind them of the daily lesson.  

“The foundation of our ministry is to study 
the Word, but then to make an art project 
that emphasizes that. When they see it 
displayed in their bedrooms they are re-
minded of what they learned,” said Pajcic, 
an Ortega resident. “If you look back in 
history at the stained glass windows or the 
painting of the Last Supper, you can see 
how art has been an evangelistic tool forever.”

One of the art projects was to create a 
“junk” frame. 

“On the frame, we glued junk, and in the 
middle instead of a picture, we glued a cross. 
It reminds us that your focus should be on 
Jesus instead of distractions,” said high 
school volunteer Olivia Nolan. “The next 

Detergent provides object lesson for summer art camp

Some of the nearly 500 participants who attended ThouArtExalted summer art camp for girls.

“I liked how I could talk to my counselors and my 
small group about God, and not feel self-conscious,” 
said Chase Duggan, getting a piggyback ride from 
Ginny Kurlas.

day one of the girls brought in a giant junk 
frame she had made in the shape of an A 
for Annie. She had a note for Annie explaining 
that she never really was interested in art, 
but camp has made her really enjoy it. It 
was really exciting to see we are making a 
difference in her life.” 

 Olivia Nolan sold jewelry she made for her 
business, “Live for Christ,” and donated the profits 
to help Annie Pajcic develop a free app called 

“Awake My Soul,” daily devotionals for girls.

Families with children diagnosed 
on the autism spectrum are looking 
at Northeast Florida for quality care, 
therapy and health restoration. Many 
took the first step on July 23 when they 
attended the Rubber Ducks and Food 
Trucks fundraiser for a Healthy Living 
campus envisioned for nearly 20 acres 
near County Road 13, southwest of 
World Golf Village.

Dr. Julie Buckley, who specializes 
in treating children with autism, founded 
HealthyUNow Foundation in December 
2011 on the premise that autism is an 
environmentally induced medical 
illness. The Foundation’s mission to 
develop physical communities that 
support the treatment of autism for 
individuals and their families in a 
Healthy Living environment will begin 
with the campus in St. Johns County.

Property was purchased in June at 
3800 Joe Ashton Dr., thanks to a major 
donation by the Lowell Sherris 
Foundation. The integrated care center 
will be sustainably built using materials 
that minimize exposure to substances 
that can be detrimental to health. 
Buckley estimates a “pie-in-the-sky” 
cost of $9 million for Phase 1 of a 
residential center, a wellness center 
and education programs.

“We believe that children on the autism 
spectrum are the ‘canaries in the coal 
mine’ [highly sensitive to the environ-
ment],” said Buckley. “They need safe 
havens that provide comprehensive 
services for them and their families.”

Rubber ducks and 
food trucks come 
together for autism

Isabelle and Lee Bowman wait for the Rubber Duck 
Race to begin on a hot July 23 at The Landing.

Over 1200 
Fresh Cars 
NOW IN 
STOCK! 

Need a Part? 
FIND IT HERE!

Check our Website 
for Current Inventory!
LKQPickYourPart.com

WE BUY CARS
Do you have an unwanted vehicle?

We take care of all the paperwork! Pick up available. Licensed. 
10950 Normandy Blvd. (5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227

904.355.44341537 Margaret St. mossfire.com

Real. 
Good. 

eveRyday.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Five homeless dogs may have found their 
forever homes, thanks to the two-day Jax 
Dog Café event, held July 23-24 at Jeannette 
Brunick’s Grooming Salon on St. Johns Avenue.

Organized by Carolyn Snowden, of 
Ortega Forest, the intimate adoption event 
allowed prospective pet owners the oppor-
tunity to interact one-on-one in a quiet, 
stress-free environment with nine homeless 
dogs from four rescue organizations.

“Hosting the event proved to me that you 
can take a dog that would normally not be 
as desirable and adoptable, put them in a 
calm, fun and intimate setting and people’s 
perceptions of the dogs totally change,” said 
Snowden, who has a pet sitting and dog 
walking business. “Suddenly the dog that 
suffered a gunshot wound is now laying in 
your lap in the café as you sip iced tea, and 
then totally melts your heart.” 

Kamp Kritter, Old Dog House, F.U.R. 
(Florida Urgent Rescue) and DARE 
(Dachshund Adoption, Rescue and Education) 
brought eight dogs to the event, and Animal 
Care and Protective Services sent one 
through its foster family.

Hank, who nearly died from two gunshot 
wounds, found his forever home that 
weekend. Four others have been applied 
for and sleepovers have been arranged 
prior to finalizing adoptions. 

One of the three pit bull mixes, Leo Bear, 
was not so lucky, but the plucky survivor is 
in a foster home with Jamie and Nicole 
Tilden of Ortega until he can be adopted.

Leo Bear was apparently dumped in 
Stockton Park about nine months ago at 
the (estimated) tender age of nine months. 
He survived multiple crossings of busy 
Roosevelt Boulevard as he was spotted 
wandering between Ortega and Ortega 
Forest, said Nicole Tilden. “He’s smart, a 
real survivor,” she said. “People in the 
neighborhood have spied him waiting pa-
tiently at the railroad tracks before attempting 
to cross the road.” 

Dog café brings homeless dogs, 
potential families together

The intrepid pooch was also spotted in 
Avondale and Lakeshore during his months-
long journey to find a good home. “He 
would wander into yards to play with 
people’s pets,” said Tilden, who rescued 
him Memorial Day with the help of Linda 
Hunter of Ortega. Many residents have 
helped with food and donations. Tilden 
said the 18-month-old dog is very friendly 
and good with children.

Paris, a female pit bull mix, has had a 
temporary home for the past six years at 
Kamp Kritter, a local no-kill dog sanctuary. 
When Paris was about a year old, she was 
found by the FBI at a crime scene, locked 
in a room with no food or water. “She looked 
like a walking skeleton and had to be carried 
out on a stretcher,” said Susan Towler, Head 
Kritter and owner of the rescue foundation. 
Towler brought Paris and Miracle to Jax 
Dog Café, hoping to find the perfect match.

Front: Lindsay Powell, Susan Towler, Melissa Miller with Miracle, Nicole Tilden (standing) with Leo 
Bear; back: Kelly Smith, Carolyn Snowden, Pam Marston with Sally, Debi Blizzard with Precious, Ashley 
Holochwost, Kim Stordahl

Nicole and Jamie Tilden are fostering Leo Bear, 
who survived for nearly nine months after being 
dumped in Stockton Park as a puppy, before the 
Tildens were able to rescue him.

“Hosting the event proved to me that you can 
take a dog that would normally not be as 

desirable and adoptable, put them in a calm, 
fun and intimate setting and people’s 
perceptions of the dogs totally change” 

— Carolyn Snowden

back row (left to right ): Bobby Clayman, Mike Caro, Jon Pampalon, Gary Laughlin, Teddy 
Clayman, Eric Clayman front row: Elana Clayman & Loren Clayman

Clayman sponsored team helps knock 
down cancer by participating in 
grueling ultra-marathon challenge

Doctors Loren and Mark Clayman, both former high school and collegiate 
All-American track and field athletes and renowned plastic surgeons at 
Riverside/ St.Vincent’s Hospital, recently sponsored North Florida’s relay team 
at The 100 Mile Key West Ultra Marathon Race. 

For the second year in a row, Dr. Clayman’s sponsored relay team completed the 
Keys 100 Ultra Marathon, placing second in their division despite the challenging 
conditions. The Keys 100 raises awareness and funds for the Cancer Foundation of 
the Florida Keys, a worthwhile charity in the state of Florida. The funds are donated 
directly to support cancer patients and their families in the Florida Keys. 

With grueling months of physical training and mental preparation, Team C.O.’s 
and Bro’s finished second in their division. Dr. Clayman’s supported team consisted 
of six runners including his sons Bobby, Teddy and Eric Clayman along with 
close friends Gary Laughlin, Mike Caro and Jon Pampalon. Each team member 
ran approximately 16-22 miles, in extreme heat, along the 100-mile course. 

The race began at 5:45 am in Key Largo and ended in Key West in pitch black 
darkness. Runners kept coming in throughout the night and into the following 
afternoon. After the race, there was a medal ceremony to celebrate the winners 
and commemorate the achievements of each participant.

Dr. Loren Clayman and his wife, Elana, followed the team through all of the 
checkpoints, drawing on the strength of their sons and their teammates – and 
feeding off the inspirational drive of other runners they met along the way.

“I’ve never done that before, followed the race for 100 miles. I spoke with so 
many interesting people who shared their perspective on running, how they 
felt, why they do what they do,” says Elana Clayman. “It’s a unique way that they 
live their life with goals and persistence.”

This race demonstrates the endurance of the runners and the commitment to 
teamwork, ethics, determination and mental fortitude. This year’s race was the 
hottest on record with temperatures reaching 100 degrees. Even with the high 
temperatures, the team relied on each other for support and personal strength 
as evidenced by the teams’ personal triumphs.

The Seven Mile Bridge is the longest leg of the race at about the 50-mile mark 
that must be completed by a single runner.Mike Caro completed the running of 
the Seven Mile Bridge in the emergency lane, traveling headfirst into oncoming 
traffic as the piercing hot asphalt literally burned through the rubber soles in 
his running shoes. Exhaust from cars and trucks robbed the runners of fresh air 
during this taxing race.

Every runner will agree that the worst parts of the race are an area known as 
Hell’s Tunnel, a 2.9-mile stretch of the race surrounded by mangroves. From 
the runners’ perspective, the mangroves block any breeze from coming through 
and therefore intensify the heat.

This year’s race was very special for team member Bobby Clayman. Last July, 
Bobby suffered a leg injury that required emergency surgery. Post-surgery, he 
suffered from blood clots in both legs and lungs. Through several months of 
intense physical therapy and the support of his family, friends and fiancé, Bobby 
was able to compete and contribute to his team at a very high level.

“Through it all, he still had the mindset of achievement. Bobby said ‘I’m 
going to do the 100-mile marathon again,’ and he did. I couldn’t be more 
proud,” commented Loren Clayman.

The race attracts over 100 different teams throughout the United States, 
with many teams returning year after year for the charity, the challenge and 
the camaraderie. Teams help each other out, offering first aid, water, food 
and encouragement. Members of the Key West community and volunteers 
encouraged competitors during the race. Cars stopped and passengers cheered 
for the runners, offering water and a kind word.

Dr. Clayman’s sponsored team placed second in their division with a time of 
16:46:55 bettering their time by 40 minutes from last year. The team vows to 
beat their time in the 2017 race with hard work, dedication, and a lot of heart. 

Thank you for all the support, Drs. Clayman, not only for the teams, but for 
such a worthy cause.

p d.  a d v.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

CISV Jacksonville, the local nonprofit 
chapter of CISV, Inc. (formerly Children’s 
International Summer Village) hosted 19 
International People’s Project volunteers 
from Europe, Egypt, Ecuador and the United 
States, who worked July 15 to August 2 with 
various organizations that offer sustainable 
solutions in North Florida.  

Founded in 1950, CISV offers seven 
programs for youth and adults that educate 
and inspire action for a more just and 
peaceful world. Six of the programs are for 
youth but International People’s Project is 
for adults age 19 and older.  

“The theme of this year’s program is 
sustainable development,” said Lisa Taylor, 
host of the welcome party in Avondale on 
July 17. “We plan for the volunteers to get 
to know each other, learn about environ-
mental problems and solutions in North 
Florida and share how they address similar 
issues in their own countries.”

The volunteers began on a project with the 
National Parks Service at Timucuan Preserve 

to test the presence of microplastics in soil 
and water in the Preserve and increase 
awareness of the global issue of marine debris 
and microplastics in the environment.  

They also volunteered at the Jacksonville 
Zoo where they learned about sustainability 
initiatives there, visited a land mitigation 
bank, built a bioswale – in conjunction with 
Groundworks Jacksonville – on the S-Line 
trail in Springfield, worked with Greenscape 
and the City of Jacksonville Parks and 
Recreation Department to improve the Camp 
Milton Rails to Trails, and also volunteered 
at Rethreaded and the Teacher Supply Depot.

 Stephanie Donelan, a volunteer with 
CISV, started by attending a Summer Village 

Jacksonville hosts first International People’s Project

Residents from both sides of the river who support CISV include Lisa Taylor, Anya Raheja, Kerri Napoleon, Nikita Raheja, Valerie Ritchie, Stephanie Donelan, Olivia 
Nolan, Mary Beth Dyer, Nick Napoleon, Dana Nolan, Jim Nolan, Amelia Dyer and Greg Dyer.

Participants in the International People’s Project 
at a welcome party held in Avondale July 17. The 
Jacksonville Chapter of CISV hosted 19 volunteers 
from Europe, Egypt, Ecuador and the United States 
for two weeks.

Volunteers with International People’s Project 
collect water samples at  Timucuan Preserve.

in Detroit when she was 11 years old and 
has been active ever since. She has been the 
local leadership trainer for three years, 
training delegations who take local youth 
to international programs. She participated 
in the projetcs with the 19 IPP volunteers, 
living with them on a local campus. 

“Jacksonville is such a diverse and inter-
cultural place as it is, with all the work 
resettling refugees in the city so what is 
great about IPP is the opportunity to learn 
conflict resolution skills you can carry with 
you into your community,” said Donelan, 
who grew up in San Marco and is now a 
Springfield resident.
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

When seeking volunteer musicians to fill 
the chairs of their newly formed civic or-
chestra, Avondale neighbors Jennie Rambo 
and Nadine Terk “sounded the trumpets” 
on social media and the response was 
overwhelming. 

seized the momentum and sent out the 
call for musicians. 

Molly Sweet, a clarinetist, also of Avondale, 
played in the Douglas Anderson Youth 
Symphony and the orchestra at Florida 
State, and was excited to join the Civic 
Orchestra of Jacksonville. “I couldn’t find 
anything except small groups,” said Sweet, 
who is in her late 20s. “I am really excited 
to be part of something of this scale.” 

Rambo also hosted a meet and greet of 
the musicians, which now numbers 40, so 
everyone could get to know each other, 
share their stories and musical backgrounds. 
Anne Nasrallah of Ortega Forest joined the 
group and has enjoyed getting to know 
musicians from so many walks of life.  

Charlie Fillipucci-Arnett, transplant 
coordinator at Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, 
shared his story. “While in college my 
French horn was stolen and I couldn’t 
afford another one. But, the desire to play 
never went away,” he said. “So I scrounged 
up the money to buy another horn and 
now I’m part of this orchestra.” 

Of course, an orchestra needs a conductor 
so Terk and Rambo turned for advice to 
Dr. Joe Montelione, director of Instrumental 
Music at Episcopal School. Before you 
could say pizzicato he volunteered to 
conduct the newly formed orchestra. 

“I thought I was just a consultant. We 
met for coffee several times. I was interested,” 
said Montelione. “The chance to work with 
musicians who had not had opportunities 
to follow their passion really got me excited. 
When Jennie and Nadine talked about their 
vision I knew this would be a good thing, 
and who doesn’t want to be part of some-
thing good?” 

Residents make beautiful music together

Dr. Joe Montelione conducts the first performance of the Civic Orchestra of Jacksonville May 22 at St. 
John’s Cathedral.

Jennie Rambo

Nadine Terk

“We rehearse once a week and it is great 
to have a goal, like a performance,” said 
Terk. “It’s wonderful to share music with a 
live audience. What makes our orchestra 
unique is collaborative planning. We will 
be working with choreographers, dancers, 

visual artists, singers – anyone who can 
help us achieve our vision of cultivating 
classical music.” 

Rambo, who plays on her great grandfa-
ther’s violin, cherishes the opportunity to 
continue a legacy of music within her family 
and being on the “musical adventure” with 
the newly founded orchestra. 

The orchestra held an exhibition concert 
St. John’s Cathedral May 22, sponsored by 
Grassroots Natural Market, and a cham-
pagne reception with food and libations 
by Grater Goods, Biscottis, and Bernie’s 
Wine Stop. The organization is accepting 
donations to raise $10,000 in a Double 
Your Dollars matching fund campaign 
from their corporate sponsor, Chubb 
Group of Insurance Companies.  

Orchestra treasurer Peggy Holt said the 
orchestra is dedicated to “enriching the 
community” and will begin its official 
season in September with “An American 
in Paris.” For information, email civi-
corchestraofjacksonville@gmail.com or 
call (904) 513-1673.

“Thirty people responded the very first 
day and everyone was so enthusiastic,” Terk 
said. “Many are current or retired music 
teachers, professionals or members of other 
performing groups. There are many talented 
artists in our community; our members 
are very diverse.”

Terk and Rambo, both violinists, played 
chamber music regularly and dreamed of 
forming a new orchestra. Inspired by a 
week-long “play-along” hosted by the 
Jacksonville Symphony, Terk said they 

 “Many are current or retired music teachers, professionals or 
members of other performing groups. There are many talented 

artists in our community; our members are very diverse.” 

— Nadine Terk

Car 
Trouble?

You can trust
John’s Park Street
Automotive
Repair for
ANYTHING 
automotive 

Family Owned, Reliable and trustworthy!
IN BUSINESS SINCE 2005

537-B Park St. • Jacksonville, FL 32204 • (904) 358-9800 • Mrjacobsen61@gmail.com

What Aging Should Be...
In a culture that views aging as a time of decline, Aging True 
Community Senior Services guides older individuals to help make 
their elder years an enriching and graceful culmination of life. We 
provide seniors with the care and assistance they need to live 
independently. Join us in celebrating and supporting the gift of aging. 
Aging gracefully and with dignity is what every person deserves.

904.807.1203  
or  

info@AgingTrue.org
www.AgingTrue.org

FACEBook.Com/AgingtruE

@AgingtruE



AUGUST 2016   |   RESIDENTNEWS.net RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS   |    37

By Sarah Duggan 
Resident Community News

When Grayson Kennon left Jacksonville 
on a church mission trip, she didn’t expect 
it to be a life-changing event. But for the 
Avondale teen, a church trip to Haiti provided 
the opportunity to help Haitian citizens 
improve their health. 

“My trip to Haiti was a medical mission with 
Deermeadows Baptist Church. I spent a whole 
week there during the end of April,” said Kennon, 
18. “It was an incredible experience.”

Her motivation for performing mission 
work was not only drawn from her church; 
it is also a family tradition.  

“Ever since the first time I watched my 
mom go when I was eight years old, I have 
always known that I wanted to go do mission 
work there,” she said.  “I have a heart for 
children, and seeing all my mom’s pictures 
from her trip made me want to go with her! 
I finally got the opportunity and it was 
everything I hoped it would be.”

The missionaries worked at schools and 
orphanages, distributing medicines to those 
with health issues, including one affliction 
most Americans may not think of as a risk. 

“There were a lot of people who had 
extremely high blood pressure,” said Kennon. 

“To the point where our nurses were saying 
‘How are you still out and walking around?’ 
That was the most common med I remember 
giving out.” 

When first arriving in Haiti, Kennon’s 
group was unsure if it would be able to 
successfully bring precious medicines into 
the country. “When we got to the airport in 
Port-au-Prince, almost all of our meds were 
seized by security,” said Kennon. “The men 
who worked at the airport decided to search 

Local teen’s mission work in Haiti is life-changing

our bags and found our suitcases filled with 
medicine. They took one look at us and saw 
dollar signs; they knew they could sell them 
or use them for their families. We still had 
a good amount of topical and liquid meds, 
but all of our pills, which we had sorted into 
individual dosages in bags, were gone.” 

The dilemma made Kennon’s group feel 
hopeless at first, but a hero soon stepped 
in to save the day. “Our friend, Eddie Lucate, 
who is from Haiti, somehow got the majority 
of them back. He was pretty incredible and 
was so humble about it,” she said. 

Kennon’s favorite part of the trip was 
meeting the youngest Haitians. “I absolutely 
love the kids there. They are so sweet, and 
thankful, and curious. There was one day 

we were at the orphanage and we were feeding 
all the kids. It was amazing to see the older 
kids helping the little ones eat their lunch 
and sitting patiently for their turn. When 
they see you they get so excited, because they 
know you're going to come spend time and 
play with them. It was incredible to see how 
much love they had for us.”

Kennon said her time in Haiti even affected 
her career aspirations. “Before this trip, I 
wanted to major in broadcast journalism. 
When we arrived in Haiti, being at the school 
on the first day changed my mind.  Now, I 
want to go somewhere abroad to be a teacher.”

“The most challenging part was leaving,” she 
said. “I felt like I could stay for another year 
and still have so much more I could help with.”

The view on the mission team’s drive up the mountain on their last day of clinic.“I loved playing with and serving these sweet faces during our clinic days,” 
said Grayson Kennon.

Grayson Kennnon spent a week in Haiti on a 
mission trip.
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Indoors goes outdoors as 
video gamers head outside
 
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

They can be seen in Riverside Park, Whatley 
Park in San Marco or wandering the streets 
of St. Nicholas or Murray Hill. Teens, un-
deterred by summer heat, trek along the 
sidewalks in 5 Points or San Marco Square 
or along St. Johns bulkhead in Riverfront 
Park, heads down, smartphones in hand, as 
they search for the imaginary animals in 
their real world surroundings.

Although many players are kids there really 
isn’t any age limit to the people found playing 
Pokémon GO, an augmented reality game 
that challenges users to find and catch Pokémon 
characters in their real world surroundings. 

The video game, which is a new take on 
the Pokémon phenomenon celebrating its 
20th anniversary this year, is doing something 
that parents, physical education instructors 
and even Michelle Obama have not been 
able to accomplish – encouraging couch 
potatoes, who are addicted to electronic 
devices, to head outside and walk around. 

“It’s just a fun game,” said Parker Joyce of 
San Marco. “I played the other Pokémon 
games, but this is not like the traditional 
games. It’s definitely a game changer. It’s 
taken indoor gaming outdoors.”

Joyce’s mother, Patti, agreed. She said 
Parker has walked at least 20 miles since he 
started playing the game a week or two ago. 

“When he first got it we went out and did a 
two-hour walk together,” she said. “It was 

Pokémon GO takes historic neighborhoods by storm

so nice to spend the time with him. It used 
to be a rare moment when I’d have to say, 
it’s dark outside, you have to come in, but 
not anymore,” she said.

After downloading the free app on their 
cellphones, players walk around allowing 
their smartphones to alert them, vibrating 
when a Pokémon is near. Once they encounter 
one, they stop, take aim by touching the 
screen, which throws a PokeBall at the 
character in order to catch it. PokeStops are 
established at certain points along the way, 
often in parks, restaurants or near bodies 
of water. Parker said they can be found at 
Beach Road Chicken, the San Marco Duck 

Pond, Greenridge Park, Granada Park, and 
throughout 5 Points. At PokeStops players 
are able to collect items they need to use 
such as PokeBalls, potions, etc. 

As players visit PokeStops and catch 
Pokémon, they gain experience points which 
enable them to upgrade to higher levels. 
Leveling up grants them new items and the 
chance to meet up with rarer Pokémon. The 
imaginary characters can also be found by 
hatching eggs, which require players to walk 
certain distances. The longer the distance, 
the rarer the Pokémon.

 Once players attain a Level 5, they are 
able to choose one of three teams – Blue 

Team Mystic, Yellow Team Instinct or Red 
Team Valor. Once a player has reached a 
team they can visit Pokémon Gyms, which 
serve as “competitive sports banks,” said 
Josh Milon, a student at Episcopal High 
School. Playing with friends at a Pokémon 
gym is “sort of like playing King of the Hill,” 
said Joyce, who often utilizes the “gym” at 
Greenridge Park in San Marco.

Although the game is new, it has clearly 
taken Jacksonville by storm. In late July, 
15,000 people attended a Jaguars’ sponsored 
Pokémon GO event at EverBank Field, making 
it the largest Pokémon adventure in the 

Members of the Pokémon summer camp search for Pokémon on the Episcopal campus. From left, Kristian 
Tucker of Riverside, Michael Teal of Riverside, Coach John Dwyer, Michael Visali of Mandarin, and Lily 
Shields of Atlantic Beach.

Coach John Dwyer’s six-year-old daughter, Kiera, has 
the Pokémon Pidgey on her head as he demonstrates 
how to find the imaginary beasts on his phone July 25.
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Taking a lunch break at M Shack in Riverside, which is a Pokey Stop are Episcopal Campers Lily Shields, 
Michael Viscali, Michael Teal, Kristian Tucker and Coach John Dwyer.

Hanging out at the Pokémon “gym” at Greenridge Park in San Marco are Josh Milon, Will Harbison, Parker 
Joyce and Richard Orbison. Each of the boys is on a different level in the game and on different teams as well.

United States so far. Once the game came 
out, The Episcopal School quickly added it 
to its summer camp program, allowing 
campers to spend each day for a week traveling 
to neighborhood parks and venues such as 
Adventure Landing, Regency Mall, the Town 
Center and the Baseball Grounds searching 
for the illusive creatures.

Neighborhood businesses such as 
Community First Credit Union in Riverside 
dropped “lures” to draw players to their 
location July 25 and neighboring M Shack 
offered a half-off milkshake special during 
the lure drop.

“Our public relations marketing team 
planned a Pokémon GO special to take 
advantage of the PokeStop designation at 
our M Shack Riverside location,” said 
Matthew Medure, owner of M Hospitality 
Restaurant and Catering Group. “Pokémon 

mania ensued and lots of folks dropped in to 
catch Pokémon. Milkshakes weren’t the only 
menu item they purchased. It’s driving revenue 
for us and exposure to our brand while leaving 

a good taste in the mouth of our consumer. 
We are excited to embrace this craze.”

Coach John Dwyer, counselor to Episcopal’s 
Pokémon campers, said he downloaded the 
game and plays it with his six-year-old daughter 
Kiera. “From a fitness standpoint it’s a great 
thing to get them moving around,” he said.

“Pokémon GO brings people together,” 
said Kristian Tucker of Riverside, adding 
that one time he walked at least five miles 
through Riverside. “It brings people to the 
same locations.”

“I like the game,” said Michael Teal of 
Riverside. “When I was little I played all 
the games of Pokémon. Now this has come 
out and it gets you to go outside and play 
video games. If it was not for this camp, I’d 
be inside all week.” 

“I like the game because it brings you outside 
and gives you cool stuff,” said Lily Shields, a 

student at Episcopal. “You can crack an egg 
if you walk a certain distance. The maximum 
I’ve walked is 12 kilometers.”

“It’s really fun and I get a lot of exercise 
doing it,” agreed Richard Harbison of Ortega, 
a student at Bishop Kenny.

And Pokémon GO is not reserved just for 
kids. Adults have fun playing the game too. 
Michael Visali, a student at San Jose Episcopal 
School plays the game daily with his mom.

“My mom said it is the first time she and I 
have been walking outside our house for that 
length of time in the last four years,” he said.

Like all Pokémon players, Visali, age 10, 
said his goal is to capture all 151 Pokémon. 

“It’s a thrill to walk around and find a super 
rare thing,” he said, noting there is one 
element of the game he does not care for. 

“The guy (Avatar) it made for me has curly 
hair, and I don’t have curly hair,” he said.

Episcopal’s Pokémon campers scour the campus 
looking for the imaginary beasts on the first day 
of camp July 25. From left, Kristian Tucker, Michael 
Teal, Michael Visali (hidden), Lily Shields, Brandon 
Westerman and Coach John Dwyer, Episcopal staff.
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Elroy Curtis Grace
November 23, 1926 – May 22, 2016

Forbes Dean Grace
June 17, 1925 – July 11, 2016

Two of four brothers who founded Grace 
& Company, Inc., a local real-estate devel-
opment company, passed away within two 
months of each other. Elroy Curtis Grace, 
89, preceded his brother, Forbes Dean Grace, 
91, into eternal life by seven weeks.

The brothers, sons of Dr. Walter Earl and 
Ethel Grace, were predeceased by brother 
Walter, Jr., and survived by brother Robert, 

Tania Badal Woodrum
October 19, 1949 – July 8, 2016

By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Flowers buffer a photo of Tania Badal 
Woodrum on the work station where she 
used to cut hair in the Avondale salon she 
owned for 27 years. Outside the door of 
Tania’s Hair Studio and in the parking lot, 
more flowers and cards have piled up, a 
memorial to the woman known throughout 
Jacksonville as one of the best hair stylists 
in the business.

Woodrum, 67, died suddenly and unex-
pectedly on July 8. She was a fixture in the 
Avondale business community for 45 years. 
Her clientele hailed not only from Riverside, 
Avondale and Ortega but also from the other 
side of the river as well as Fernandina, 
Orange Park, and the Beaches. 

At this time there are no plans remove 
the cosmetology license from her mirror 
or to change the work station where she 
met her clients for so many years, said Mykal 
Peebles, a stylist and friend who worked 
with Woodrum in her salon.

“She was very full of life, a very positive 
person,” said Margaret Esposito of Riverside, 
a client of Woodrum’s for 10 years as she 
had her hair colored by Peebles at an adjacent 
work station at Tania’s Hair Studio. “I put 
my trust in her. She really cared about her 

Lisa Lampe Rogers
January 17, 1967 – July 14, 2016

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Lisa Dawn Lampe Rogers, 49, sought and 
found the good side of living with cancer. 
She was open about her December 2013 
diagnosis of Stage IV colon cancer, sharing 
her struggle with treatments even as she 
encouraged others in similar health situations 
to “live in-between the bad days” and to 
see blessings in their everyday life. 

After a two-and-a-half year battle with 
the disease, Rogers passed away on July 14, 
2016. She was preceded in death by her 
father, Walter Lampe, Sr., who died July 13, 
2014, and her brother, Walter, Jr., who died 
April 21, 2015.

During her treatments, Rogers shared on 
Facebook a list of her Cancer Perks, such 
as “Perfect hair! All the time!” in reference 
to the need for a wig after losing her hair 

Lisa Lampe Rogers

Tania Woodrum

clients and wanted you to walk out the door 
looking your best,” she said.

“We called her Mama Tania because she 
was like a mom to everybody,” Peebles said 
of his boss of 18 years. “She was the most 
kind, gentle, loving and giving person I 
have ever known. She was very generous, 
almost to a fault, and she would spread her 
joyous spirit everywhere,” he said, noting 
Woodrum often stopped by other hair salons 
to introduce herself and observe how other 
stylists did things. “I always called her the 

Eveready Battery. She never stopped. She 
had more energy than I have at my age,” the 
49-year-old Peebles said.

Woodrum started her career as a hair dresser 
with Otto of Vienna on St. Johns Avenue in 
the late 60s, recalled Peebles. Eventually she 
moved to Joseph and Charles Salon in Avondale, 
where she worked for over a decade, he said. 
In 1989 she bought a small house that was 
formerly used as pet store at the corner of 
Park Street and Dancy Avenue and converted 
it into her hair salon, he said.

“Tania was not one of those ladies who just 
do lunch or go out with the girls shopping,” 
Peebles said. “She was more of a tomboy.” 

Woodrum loved animals and made a 
home for 100 chickens, geese, turkeys, guinea 
fowl, ducks, two goats, rabbits, a Persian 
cat and a dog named Max on her 20-acre 
Black Hammock spread, said Peebles. 

She also had a passion for fishing on the 
waterway near her home and was often seen 
walking out to the oyster beds in high waders, 
cast net in hand, said her daughter, Missy 
Nicole Hager. “Once at the water’s edge she 
would study the water and then pure ex-
citement and determination would take 
over as she found a school of mullet that 
would serve as her bait. Once captured, she 
would dump them in the well. Choosing 
one carefully she baited her hook, cast her 
line, and it was in that moment that she 
took a deep breath and breathed in the 
saltwater air while enjoying the natural 

beauty of God’s canvas,” recalled Hager in 
a tribute to her mother, which was read at 
her memorial service.

A competitive tennis player, Woodrum 
played four times a week at Boone Park. Over 
all, she registered a record of 144 wins and 
only four losses in league play where she was 
No. 1 on nine doubles teams that were league 
champions, recalled Hager. “She won a state 
championship where she played all 16 matches. 
She also ran marathons in Washington D.C. 
and New York,” she recalled.

 Woodrum was born in Camaguey, Cuba, 
the daughter of Ricardo Badal Toledo and 
Estrella Blanca Robinia Ruiz. She is survived 
by her father and daughter and grandchil-
dren, Elizabeth Jane Gray Hager and John 
Preston Hager. A memorial service was 
held in her honor at Riverside Presbyterian 
Church July 19.

In Woodrum’s memory, the staff at her 
hair salon have commissioned Wyanne 
Thompson, an artist from Atlanta, Georgia 
to make a “commemorative piece of art,” 
which will be displayed at her hair salon.

Susan Davis Ferrell, a stylist at Tania’s, 
said Woodrum will always be missed at the 
studio, one of the places she loved most. 

“The little silly house with the little family, 
it will not be the same without her,” she said. 

“She took care of us like she was our mother. 
It went beyond being our boss. She taught 
me a work ethic like no other. She was a 
very special lady.”

In Memoriam

Both men were graduates of Robert E. 
Lee High School. Forbes attended Gordon 
Military College in Georgia, then served in 
World War II as a merchant marine officer 
in the Coast Guard, while Elroy went to the 
University of Florida before serving in the 
United States Army.

Early in his life Forbes Grace was a St. 
Johns River pilot, and later a private airplane 
pilot. He invented several practical devices, 
patenting a gate opener. Forbes was a member 
of the Jacksonville Woodworkers Club, the 
Florida Yacht Club, the Lee High Alumni 
Association, and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

Elroy Grace, a member of numerous bank 
boards, was chairman of the Northeast 

Florida American Red Cross. Also a member 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, he served 
on the board of trustees of its day school. 
Elroy was Past Commodore of the Florida 
Yacht Club, where he was an avid tennis 
player, and was also an active member of 
Timuquana Country Club, the University 
Club and the old Seminole Club. 

Forbes is survived by his wife of 44 years, 
Anne B. Grace, and four children; two sons 
predeceased him. Elroy is survived by Dudley 
Marie Pugh Grace, his wife of 50 years, and 
two daughters; he was predeceased by a 
granddaughter. Together the Grace brothers 
have 13 grandchildren; Forbes has 16 
great-grandchildren.

all part of the family business. Forbes served 
as vice president and director of operations; 
Elroy was president of the company for 
more than 50 years.

Forbes GraceElroy Grace

as a result of chemotherapy. Even prior to 
her diagnosis, Rogers was a longtime vol-
unteer for the American Cancer Society 
and co-chaired the Cowford Ball in 2010.

“She touched so many of our staff members 
and our volunteers,” said Cheyenne Overby, 
Relay For Life Senior Community Manager, 
on behalf of the team. “We are grateful for 
the time we had with Lisa and will always 
remember the energy she brought to the 

room, her positive outlook on life – even 
during her battle – and her beautiful smile. 
We are saddened by this loss and are thinking 
of Lisa’s family, friends and loved ones 
during this difficult time.” 

Rogers attended Riverside Baptist Day 
School, Riverside Presbyterian Day School, 
graduating from The Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville in 1984, where she was a 
cheerleader for the Episcopal Eagles. She 
also attended Randolph Macon Woman’s 
College, in Lynchburg, Virginia. 

In her junior year of college Rogers was 
accepted to the Study Abroad program at 
Reading University, Reading and Oxford, 
England. After graduating in 1989, she 
moved to Athens, Georgia, to attend the 
University of Georgia in preparation for 
graduate school. Rogers held a Master of 
Science in occupational therapy from Rush 
University in Chicago, and worked at Shands 
and Baptist Hospitals.

Rogers met her husband, Nathan, at the 
University of Georgia. They married on March 

24, 1995, at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. Rogers 
counted her husband, her three children

Elizabeth Almeada, Nathan Keadle, 
Katherine Garland, and her mother, Jo 
Ann Green Lampe, as the greatest blessings 
of her life. 

Between her busy schedule as a wife, mother 
and a therapist, Rogers found time to be in-
volved in the community, volunteering for 
the Wolfson Children’s Hospital Arts & Antique 
show, as well as the American Cancer Society. 
She also served on the board of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Day School and the Alumni Board 
of the Episcopal School of Jacksonville. 

In March 2016, Rogers shared her story 
with readers of The Resident. She ended her 
interview with a quote from the late Stuart 
Scott, an ESPN sports announcer who passed 
earlier this year from cancer. “When receiving 
the ESPY (Excellence in Sports Performance 
Yearly) award he said, ‘When you die, that 
does not mean you lose to cancer. You beat 
cancer by how you live, why you live, and 
in the manner in which you live,’” she said.
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Center’s open house 
generates community 
awareness 
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

While ghosts don’t haunt the property at 
1115 Edgewood Avenue South, a portrait of 
a mystery woman has visitors at the Florida 
Christian Center pondering her tale, which 
may have begun during the Roaring Twenties.

Nearly a century ago, what was formerly 
a military academy in Murray Hill became 
a home for the aged. Built in 1914, the 
Florida Military Academy was home to 75 
boarding students and 50 day students until 
1919, when the school closed.

The three-story red brick castellated 
building sat empty until it was purchased 
in 1922 by the National Benevolent 
Association, a social services arm of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
They converted the building into the Florida 
Christian Home for the Aged, serving 60 
seniors who needed a place to live. 

For the next 50 years, other buildings 
were erected on the site and then demolished, 
or re-purposed as adult day care for those 
with dementia, a nursing home, and more. 
At some point during this period, a portrait 
was painted of a distinguished-looking 
white-haired woman dressed in black.

Residents of what is now Florida Christian 
Apartments (built in 1972) and Sundale Manor 

Seniors seek mystery
woman’s identity

Apartments (built in 1982) are wondering 
who the “Lady in Black” might be.

The portrait was on display at an open 
house event at the Florida Christian Center 
on June 30. Many of the approximately 300 
residents, as well as guests from nearby 
Edgewood Condominiums, paused to take 
a long, hard look at the large oil painting. 

Although no one seemed to know the 
woman’s identity, the mystery didn’t keep 
anyone from enjoying refreshments donated 
by Community Loaves, Maple Street Biscuit 
Company and Moon River Pizza. The open 
house was held to celebrate the redecoration 
of the center and to generate awareness of 
the need for community support.

“Rev. Kimberly Weir has created a whole 
new energy for this seniors’ ministry,” said 
Saunie McLaughlin, member of Riverside 
Avenue Christian Church and a volunteer 
in the Activities Center. “A fresh new coat 
of paint, carpeting, and an overall more 
appealing look has also brought energy 
to the activities building for this HUD 
senior facility.”

Weir, seven years a chaplain with Heartland 
Hospice, is finishing her first year at Florida 
Christian Center as chaplain and executive 
director. She manages the nonprofit on a 
$250,000 budget for salaries, maintenance 
and programs. Most of the funding – 75 
percent – comes from endowments, but 
those are decreasing. The rest of it comes 
from memorials and other donations.

“We were able to update our building with 
a new roof about three years ago and new 
carpet and paint over this last year. The 
funds came from a reserve that is dwindling,” 
said Weir, of Avondale. “Without additional 
gifts, future updates and maintenance will 
become more difficult. This is one of the 
purposes of the Open House. We wanted 
to let our churches and our community 

know that this ministry to senior and disabled 
adults is still vital and needs support.”  

The center was built in 1994 with seed 
money from the National Benevolent 
Association, but the ministry has been in 
existence for some time, strongly connected 
to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

The ministries and activities at Florida 
Christian Center serve the residents in the 
two apartment complexes and the condo-
minium, which are independently run and 
have their own boards of directors.

If you recognize the Lady in Black, send 
an email to editor@residentnews.net with 
as many details as you know.

Do you know who this is? Portrait of a woman 
found in the old Florida Christian Home, 1922-1972.

Florida Christian Center board of directors: Cheryl Brooks, Rev. Kimberly Weir, Linda Hull, Jack Richardson, 
Lisa Legeer; back: Bert Wasmund, Glenn Weyand, Rev. Milton Mikesell, Bill O’Byrne

Shirley Muntean and Evelyn Ryan are volunteers in 
the Florida Christian Center gift shop.

Biofeedback and Associates provides 
neurofeedback and biofeedback 
training which teaches you to manage 
your brain and body. It can improve 
how you think, feel, and function.
We can help you manage brain 
imbalances with specialized biofeedback 
and neurofeedback training programs. 
This training allows you to improve 
health and wellness by tapping in your 
body’s natural healing abilities.

These Techniques can help:
• Improve concentration
• Stabilize mood
• Improve sleep
• Improve memory
• Increase relaxation
• Increase sports performance
• Increase academic performance
• Increase energy levels
• and more.…

unlock your 
brain’s poTenTial 
wiTh biofeedback

BiofeedBack associates of NoRtHeast
fLoRida, iNc.

904.646.0054 • Biofeedbackassociates.com • Most Insurances Accepted
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By Julie Kerns Garmendia 
Resident Community News

Nofa Farha Dixon, of Avondale, can thank 
her late mother, Alice Katibah Farha, for 
the gifts of positive attitude, strong work 
ethic and a nurturing spirit which grounded 
her career as an artist and an educator.

The University of North Florida professor 
of art and design recalled her family suffered 
twin tragedies early on with the deaths of 
her only brother, Joseph Farha, Jr., and her 
father. Her mother worked to support 
herself and her two daughters, becoming 
their rock and inspiration. 

The Farha sisters attended West Riverside 
Elementary, John Gorrie Middle School 
and graduated from Robert E. Lee High 
School, Sal in 1962 and Nofa in 1964. One 
of Dixon’s dearest lifelong friends is Tina 
Stathis, who lived on Green Street and now 
resides in San Marco. The two girls walked 
to school every morning and still celebrate 
special occasions together, a friendship 
Dixon treasures.

Reviewing Dixon’s long career as a 
professional multi-media artist, art educator 
and advocate, it’s natural to assume she 
had a childhood interest in art. This was 
not the case.

“As a freshman in college at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College in North Carolina, I 
sat next to an art and drama major. I watched 
her drawing and was fascinated. I became 
an art major despite having no prior art 
classes at all. I liked improving myself and 
working harder than anyone else,” she said. 

Dixon became a young art education 
advocate and was instrumental in her college’s 
creation of a fine arts degree program. Dixon 
was among the first to attain that degree. 

After college and earning a Masters of Fine 
Arts degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Dixon returned home to Jacksonville 
in 1970. Her mother was beginning to need 
some help and, like most newly-minted 
graduates, Dixon sent out resumes.

She was hired by Raines High School 
where she taught art for 12 years and created 
its art department. Her students inspired 
her to host open houses, inviting not only 
parents, but county administrators to view 
their artwork. She secured funds to purchase 
supplies for them, invited professional artists 
for demonstrations, lectures and held art 

festivals where students could exhibit and 
sell their artwork.

“Children need to see art appreciation at 
home. They must be given opportunities to 
create, explore and view art with their 
families,” said Dixon. “We need to be teaching 
parents to enjoy and encourage creativity. 
That is equally important.” 

As an art educator, Dixon enjoyed helping 
other teachers inspire and enable students 
to explore and create art. She said she is 
committed to guiding and supporting future 
generations of artists, which she did when 
she worked as Duval County Schools Artist 
in Residence in the late 1990s. Her efforts 
were acknowledged by the Cultural Council 
of Greater Jacksonville, who named her Art 
Educator of the Year in 1998.

THE WAY WE WERE: NOFA FARHA DIXON

Sal and Nofa Farha, 1956

Joseph Farha

“My mother worked as an expert tailor for 
the major department stores downtown, 
Ivey’s and May Cohen’s,” Dixon recalled.

 Alice Farha’s entrepreneurial spirit and 
skill as a tailor led her to open and manage 
her own business from 1958 to 1964, at 
a time when it was unusual for a woman 
to work outside the home. Dixon recalls 
Alice’s Dress Shop was located in the 
storefront immediately adjacent to Judson’s 
Restaurant, near the corner of Barrs and 
Oak Streets in Riverside.

Dixon lived with her mother and her 
sister, Sal, on Forbes Street between Osceola 
and Copeland Streets from 1956 until 1962, 
when they moved to King Street. The girls’ 
mother moved her shop into their home 
and continued to work as a tailor for the 
department stores until her retirement in 
the early 1980s. 

Nofa Dixon, artist

Alice (Katibah) Farha, 1941

During this time a friend suggested Dixon 
visit Crown Craftsmen, a local artists’ orga-
nization which met at the Jacksonville Art 
Museum. Dixon became active in the group 
during the 1970s and 1980s and served as 
its president. Ortega resident and artist John 
Bunker was associate director of the Jacksonville 
Art Museum then. He told Dixon about a 
new position, curator of education. Dixon 
was hired, and worked organizing classes, 

Continued on page 43 >>>

Exclusive Offer: Hearing aids you try at home
NO upfront costs…NO commitment…NO risk!

Appointments are limited, please call today: (904) 337-5885 

August 23rd & 24th
5114 San Juan Ave.

Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Appointments are limited, please call today: 

www.mccoyinstitute.org
*Supply of Flex:trial hearing aids is limited. This offer is valid through August 24th, on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. †Hearing test is required to fi t hearing aids and in some cases testing fees may apply.*

Take home Flex:trial
hearing aids at your

fi rst visit.*

TRY IT
RISK-FREE

1

Trial the hearing aids with
no cost or commitment.

WEAR IT
WORK • HOME • PLAY

2

Decide if you love the
hearing aids or walk

away and owe nothing.

LOVE IT
THEN DECIDE TO BUY

3



AUGUST 2016   |   RESIDENTNEWS.net RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS   |    43

lectures, training docents and curating small 
exhibits. She organized the first summer art 
camp for children in 1983, which was so 
successful other museums followed.

In 1993 Dixon began teaching art as an 
adjunct professor at UNF and became fulltime 
in 2001. She recalls the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s 
as an exhilarating time for artists in Jacksonville 

and credits WJCT-PBS with helping to foster 
a vibrant art environment.

“It was during the Sixties through the 
Seventies that WJCT held its popular Art 
Auction every spring. A Thursday preview 
showcased the donated artworks to be 
auctioned to benefit the station. The live 
auction was broadcast Friday through 

Sal Tompkins with Henry, Alice Farha, Nofa Dixon, niece Joy Tompkins with Maggie

Sunday. The art was extremely high quality,” 
Dixon said. “Professional artists donated 
artwork for the auction, and WJCT promoted 
each donating artist on-air. I credit that 
show with introducing many artists to the 
public and raising awareness of the local 
art community. People actually stayed home 
to watch the auction and bid on art. They 
talked about the auction to friends and 
co-workers, building the audience and 
creating name-recognition for the artists.” 

Dixon said she would like to see WJCT 
revive its Art Auction because it contributed 
greatly to Jacksonville’s cultural and artistic 
scene, while raising money to fund the 
station’s programming.

Dixon’s signature style could be her clay 
forms, fired multiple times and finished 
with a unique mixed surface treatment. She 
is also adept at sculpture, trompe l’oeil 
painting, 2D and 3D art, acrylics and works 
on canvas and collage.

She has achieved worldwide recognition, 
with gallery affiliations, exhibitions and 
installations across the U.S. and overseas. 
Her art is included in hundreds of national 
and international private, public and 
corporate collections. Her creations adorned 
the 1993 White House Christmas Tree in 
Washington, D.C. 

 Dixon’s art has been commissioned or 
purchased by museums, airlines, banks, 

hospitals and medical centers, libraries, hotels, 
resorts and non-profit organizations. She’s an 
in-demand conference speaker, and juror for 
amateur and professional art competitions.

Dixon has been the subject of extensive 
media coverage including numerous news-
paper and magazine articles. Most notably 
were three documentaries produced by 
WJCT-TV, PBS in 1976 and 1986 and a 
Discovery Channel special that aired multiple 
times during 2000 and 2001. 

Despite her travels and overflowing 
schedule, Dixon’s heart remains in Jacksonville 
and the Hollywood Avenue home she 
purchased for $22,500 in 1973. She renovated 
the large attic into a second story, removed 
downstairs walls and replaced flooring. The 
open and airy space feels much larger than 
it appears from the street. Rescue cats relax 
tucked into lovely quiet corners among 
sculpture and art, and her two entertaining 
chickens contentedly roam the yard when 
it’s not 100 degrees in the shade.

As soon as Dixon moved into her home 
she met her neighbor Vera Brown and they 
became instant friends. Dixon walks the 
Riverwalk and bridges religiously and tries 
to swim 12 pool laps three times weekly. She 
supports The St. Johns Riverkeepers, Jacksonville 
Arboretum, environmental and conservation 
causes, and animal welfare organizations. 
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Music is Jeanne 
Jones Majors’ life. It’s 
her vocation, her pass-
ion and, not having 
had children of her 
own, the Prelude 
Chamber Music 
Camp is her baby.

The Ortega resi-
dent “gave birth” to 
the local camp in 

2002; this year the 15-year-old camp and 
festival provided a week-long opportunity 
for 68 children from Jacksonville and out 
of state to drown themselves in music theory, 
composition and technique.

Majors credits her own young start in 
music as the seed for the yearly camp. “I 
started on piano at age three, but began 
violin lessons in the fourth grade at Ortega 
Elementary School,” she said. Majors still 
lives in the Ortega home she grew up in. 
Her father, Jasper Jones, sold insurance and, 
as a young man, taught many residents how 
to swim at the Florida Yacht Club. Her 

For the love of music, local woman shares her passion with youth

mother, Minna, was an elementary school 
music teacher for nearly four decades.

During the summer Majors would study 
at the Brevard Music Camp, in Brevard, 
North Carolina, eventually serving on the 
faculty there. “I had a wonderful summer 
study with wonderful teachers; this stayed 
in my mind a little bit and that’s why I 
‘Prelude,’” she said.

While a freshman at Jacksonville University 
in 1965, Majors auditioned with the 
Jacksonville Symphony, conducted by John 
Canarina, and was accepted. 

“Back when I was growing up, the conductor 
was James Christian Pfohl, whose wife, 
Carolyn Day Pfohl, was the county music 
supervisor,” Majors said. “James founded the 
Brevard Music Center [formerly Transylvania 
Music Camp], which is where I received my 
base of learning technique from George 
Orner [founder of the Jacksonville Symphony].”

Except for a two-year break while she 
earned her Master’s in music at the University 
of Cincinnati, Majors has been playing 
violin with the Jacksonville Symphony 

Jeanne Majors, founder 
and director of Prelude 
Chamber Music Camp

Intensive Track violinists in an ensemble, coached by Vernon HumbertCellists in a technique class, taught by Linda Minke

Orchestra for 50 years. A recent widow, she 
was married for nearly 32 years to saxophone 
player Brent Majors.

Just as Majors went from camper to teacher 
at Brevard, early students at Prelude are now 
instructors, including Joseph Henderson, who 
taught violin, Victor Huls, a cello coach in the 
Intensive Track, Hannah Barrow, who also 
serves on the camp’s Board of Directors, and 
Selah Welton, a UNF freshman who brought 
her own students to the camp, held at Riverside 
Park United Methodist Church. Some of the 
instructors are fellow symphony musicians.

A young cellist in the Primary Track tunes her cello 
prior to a session

Tiny violinist in the Primary Track

Prospective campers audition in April for 
one of three tracks – Primary, Prelude and 
Intensive – with one teacher for every four 
students, ages 7 to 18. Approximately 50-60 
percent are returning students.

“They are all eager to learn,” said Majors. 
“Whatever track they are in, they do get 
down to business with the teachers.”

Ensembles from the Prelude and Intensive 
tracks performed in the camp’s finale 
performance at Friday Musicale with the 
Vega String Quartet.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

 
Approximately 35 parents were in atten-

dance at an informational meeting at John 
N.C. Stockton Elementary School July 28 
to learn about a new plan for third, fourth 
and fifth grade gifted students.

Stockton has been selected as a pilot 
school for Duval County Public School’s 
Gifted Self-contained class model, along 
with eight other elementary schools. In 
prior years, students with higher intellectual 
abilities were pulled out of their home 
classrooms one day a week for an enrichment 
class. The pilot program will keep all gifted 
students together as a class for each of the 
targeted grade levels.

“In this model, teachers of the gifted 
provide core instruction for students who 
have met gifted eligibility,” said Matt Walker, 
assistant principal. “Content and pacing 
in these classrooms will be differentiated 
to the degree that activities are clearly 
intended for students evidencing a need 
beyond the general curriculum.”

The meeting was conducted by new 
principal Stephanie Brannan, who noted 
that Stockton has a high volume of gifted 
students – approximately 80, or 16 percent 
of the school’s student population – com-
pared to the national average of 6 percent 
and Duval County’s 4.2 percent.

“Gifted students have not always been a 
[funding] priority,” she said. The model 
requires that each teacher of a gifted class 

receive certification, a five-semester long 
process of graduate-level courses. The current 
gifted curriculum used by DCPS is about 
15 years old, said Brannan, who stated she 
is excited to pilot the new model at Stockton, 
while acknowledging she is still working 
through some of the uncertainties. 

Parents who were concerned about ad-
ditional homework were assured the same 
curriculum would be followed as in other 
classrooms, but the teacher would use 
different strategies, activities, and delivery 
methods to meet the unique needs and 
abilities of a gifted learner.

A gifted class which is not filled to capacity 
will be filled with students who have tested 
and been identified as Academically Talented.

Students who are identified as gifted 
during the course of the school year will 
not be moved out of their classroom into 
the gifted class, but will participate in the 
weekly Gifted Resource class where they 
learn strategies and skills in social processes, 
creative expression, critical appreciation, 
research methods and scientific approach. 

Stockton to pilot new 
class for gifted students

En pointe, dancers! 
The Florida Ballet will conduct auditions for the annual Nutcracker performances on 

Saturday, Aug. 27 and Sunday, Aug. 28. For more details, including times, ages, dress 
requirements and audition fee, visit www.floridaballet.org

Emmaline Johnson 
and Julia Allen, 

Stockton Elementary 
rising fourth graders 

in 2015 Nutcracker 
performance

“Gifted students have 
not always been a 
[funding] priority.”

— Stephanie Brannan, Principal,  
John N.C. Stockton Elementary School
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Jacob Svejkovsky, 23, of Riverside, knows 
what it means to have a good mentor and 
strives to be one. The Robert E. Lee High 
School graduate and employee at the 
Timuquana Country Club could be the 
oldest member of the 16-year-old RBI Camp 
held every summer in Murray Hill Park.

“My first year we had a counselor here who 
made an impact on me, he was so good, so 
patient, even though he was just 18 or 19 years 
old. He would teach us and not talk down to 
us,” said Svejkovsky. “When I was 13, I decided 
to be the kind of coach I wanted as a child.”

Now Svejkovsky makes time to teach the 
sport of baseball to more than 100 boys and 
girls in the sandlot baseball camp.

RBI, which stands for Reviving Baseball 
in the Inner City, began in 2000 as a ministry 
out of Riverside Presbyterian Church. Roger 
Maniss, a member at the time, brought it 
to the church out of a similar program he 
had started in Memphis, according to 
Coach Jan Nicholas.

“There are kids who grew up in the program,” 
said Nicholas, who has been working with 
RBI for four years. “Jacob started when he 

was eight or nine years old and his sister 
Sarah was in a stroller when he started playing.”

Coach Mike Jones, who also has been 
with RBI from the beginning, has had nieces 
and nephews, as well as grandchildren go 
through the program. “Now they have 
children of their own attending,” he said. 
Jones, formerly of Riverside, also coaches 
Riverside Presbyterian Church Basketball.

Mildred Taylor, a volunteer and general 
cheerleader since RBI began, now brings her 
great-granddaughter, Maci Bland, to the 
camp. Taylor, who lives at Riverside Presbyterian 
Apartments, said years ago she would ask 
her boss to let her work on the weekends in 
order to have time off during the week to 
help with the baseball camp.

The three-week camp teaches baseball 
skills and teamwork to children age eight 
to 13, every morning from Monday to 
Thursday. Volunteers at Riverside Presbyterian 

Mentors return to teach 
baseball, grow mission

Baseball camp participants listen to a story about a baseball great from Rev. Steve Goyer, Riverside 
Presbyterian Church. “It’s one of the things we do that we think matters, and it’s a way for us to get out into 
the community and bring them together in something that is fun,” said Goyer.

Coaches Jan Nicholas and Mike Jones run RBI, a 
two-week camp held at Murray Hill Park.

Mildred Taylor, with great-granddaughter Maci 
Bland, is one of the original volunteers with RBI 
(Reviving Baseball in the Inner City)

Jacob Svejkovsky

Church make snacks and lunches. At the 
end of the program, all players are invited 
to attend a Jacksonville Suns game. This 
year 130 signed up to attend the game on 
July 27, according to Nicholas.

Boys & Girls • Walking to Age 17
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Summer
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The 2016-2017 school year will be one of change at 
nearly 22 percent of Duval County Public Schools, for 
which 35 will welcome new principals. 

Included in that number are John N.C. Stockton 
Elementary, which loses former principal Charlene 
McEarl to Arlington Heights Elementary while bringing 
in Stephanie Brannan, who was principal at Ortega 
Elementary. Chiquita Rivers, formerly at Crystal Springs, 
will take Brannan’s place at Ortega. At Ruth Upson 
Elementary School in Murray Hill, former assistant 
principal Yvonne Spinner is the new principal, replacing 
Dr. Theresa Stahlman, who retired. 

The changes were for a variety of reasons, including 
retirements, resignations, promotions, vacancies, prin-
cipal requests for a different school, demotions, or a 
stronger fit between the principal’s strengths and school’s 
needs, according to DCPS Superintendent Nikolai Vitti. 

Three schools get new principals

Meet your new principal
Principal Stephanie Brannan said she is 

truly thrilled to be the new principal of 
John N.C. Stockton Elementary School. 
She has been a teacher and administrator 
in the Duval County Public School System 
for the past 17 years. Brannan believes it 
is an honor to be the principal of a school 
which has a long and rich tradition of 
academic success, strong parental involve-
ment and comradery among all of its 

constituents. “This will be a fabulous year of engaging, meaningful, 
and rigorous work in all of our classrooms,” she said. “This will 
be a year where ‘The race for excellence has no finish line.’”

Principal Chiquita Rivers is very excited 
about her new venture at Ortega Elementary 
School. She is approaching her 11th year 
as a principal in Duval County. Prior to 
joining the Ortega Ocelots, she was principal 
at Crystal Springs Elementary School. 

Rivers said she believes all children are 
capable of reaching their full potential with 
the right mindset, guidance and support. 
She also said she strongly believes in 

functioning as a team and realizes it requires the involvement 
of all stakeholders to accomplish the task of meeting the needs 
of all students.

Spinner was replaced as assistant principal 
by Jeff Royal, who has 16 years in education, 
including the past year as coordinator of 
charter schools under the DCPS’ School 
Choice program. He has served as principal 
or assistant principal at five area school 
for 15 years.

Principal Yvonne Spinner is enthusiastic 
about leading the faculty, staff and students 
at Ruth N. Upson Elementary School, thanks 
to the tutelage of outgoing principal, Dr. 
Theresa Stahlman. 

Spinner, currently completing her Doctorate 
in Education Leadership, has served 14 
years as an educator with Duval County 
Public Schools – five as a teacher at First 
Coast High School and eight as an assistant 

principal. Spinner said she is looking forward to continuing to 
work with the families and stakeholders of Ruth Upson to ensure 
quality instruction for all students.

Stephanie Brannan

Chiquita Rivers

Yvonne Spinner

Jeff Royal

Scholarship competition 
announced

The Veterans of Foreign Wars an-
nounced themes for its annual Voice 
of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essay 
competitions, both with November 1, 
2016 deadlines. 

“The competitions foster a patriotic 
spirit in our youth by helping them better 
understand and appreciate our great 
country,” said Patricia McQuaig, president, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
Charles E. Bennett Post 1689.

Students are invited to submit an essay 
in response to a question or statement 
on a theme that prompts them to consider 
how American history and democratic 
principles apply to their lives, she said. 

This year’s Voice of Democracy theme 
is “My Responsibility to America.” Voice 
of Democracy is an audio-essay com-
petition open to students in grades 
9-12. The national winner will receive 
the $30,000 T. C. Salman Memorial 
Scholarship Award. 

The Patriot’s Pen competition is open 
to younger students, grades 6-8. This 
year students are asked to reflect on the 
statement “The American I Believe In.” 
The national winner will receive $5,000.  

In addition to monetary awards, both 
grand prize winners will win an all-ex-
pense-paid trip to Washington, D. C. for 
the 2017 VFW Legislative Conference 
in March. More than 166,000 students 
participated last year.

Participants are asked to submit their 
entry (along with a completed entry 
form) to VFW Charles E. Bennet Post 
1689, c/o 9751 Viceroy Dr. E., Jacksonville, 
FL 32257. For more information, contact 
Patricia McQuaig at (904) 268-3086.

904.388.2362 
stmarksdayschool.org

Today a Learner. Tomorrow a Leader.
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The Navy-Ortega-Lakeshore (NOL) 
Little League team of 8- to 10-year-olds 
are district championships. 

The all-star team, selected from the 
players who participated in NOL’s spring 
baseball season, represented NOL in Little 
League’s District 11 tournament June 18-27 
at San Mateo Little League in northeast 
Jacksonville. The 11-team, double elimi-
nation tournament included all-star teams 
representing Little Leagues from Duval, 
Baker, St. Johns and Nassau counties. 

NOL lost its second game in the tournament 
and then won five consecutive elimination 
games over a six-day period in order to win 
the District 11 championship, capping off 
the tournament by beating the previously 
unbeaten Arlington Little League team in 
two consecutive contests (including 11-10 

Students, faculty and volunteers gathered 
the last week of school for the annual 
Ruth N. Upson Play Day at Murray Hill 
Park. Kids enjoyed games of tug of war 
and flag football, as well as relay races 
and a special obstacle course. Each class 
decorated T-shirts for the occasion and 
students received participation trophies. 

Summer camp  
is a real holiday

“A Summer of Celebration!” was the 
theme for St. Matthew’s Catholic Church 
summer camp, where each week a different 
holiday was celebrated and the weekly 

Kneeling: Catherine Brewer, Derek Carson, Robert 
Adams, Gavin Miller, Brooks Beach, John Pajcic, 
Tyler Perkins; standing: Mack Hellman, Jeb Allen, 
Russell Beard, William Moore, Noah McDonald, 
Durham Branch; coaches: Mikael Hellman, Steve 
Moore, Curry Pajcic

Summer campers enjoy a day at the Jacksonville Zoo, 
celebrating Halloween during Camp Spooktacular.

Local Little League team 
wins district tournament

in the championship game) to win the district 
championship and advance to Little League’s 
Section 3 tournament in Merritt Island.

 Winning its first sectional tournament 
game 3-2, NOL advanced to the championship 
game of the sectional tournament before 
losing to the host team, Merritt Island Little 
League. The team was supported by an ex-
cellent group of parents, NOL alumni and 
other supporters who traveled with the team 
to both tournaments bringing loud cheers, 
music and great encouragement to the players. 

Ending the school with fun ‘n games, 
beginning a new one in celebration

Fourth grade students at Ruth N. Upson Elementary School sport patriotic class T-shirts for Play Day.

The PTA provided snacks and snow cones 
and The District Church donated plenty 
of extra water on the hot June day that 
signaled the end of the school. 

Ruth N. Upson Elementary will cele-
brate its 100th anniversary during the 
2016-2017 school year.

field trips and activities reflected that 
holiday. Tabatha Rhodes directed the 
camp for eight weeks with an average of 
25 to 30 campers, who also enjoyed 
swimming and participating in Gyminators.
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By Sarah Duggan 
Resident Community News

School was out for the summer, but for 
incoming freshman at Stanton College 
Preparatory School, classes were back in 
session – for a few days, at least. 

Stanton’s Bridge Program, which took 
place during mid-June, was a free three-day 
event that introduced incoming ninth 
graders to the campus, future classmates, 
and the rigorous academic curriculum 
which ranks Stanton among the top high 
schools in the country.  

In its fifth year, Stanton Bridge has become 
so popular with new students it was necessary 
to expand into two identical sessions to 
accommodate the demand. The sessions 
took place in adjacent weeks, right after the 
school year ended. 

“Out of the 490 incoming freshmen, 450 
attended the program this year, which is 
incredible,” said Anthony Paul, Class of 
2017 and student head of the program. 

“The program’s popularity is a testament 
to the overall positive experience we offer 
your student.” 

Bridge is often such an influential high 
school experience many of the upperclassmen 
return to volunteer their time as leaders of 
the program. 

“The level of dedication given by volunteers 
is tremendous. They are integral in helping 
to establish the many faces of Stanton,” said 
Paul. “These volunteers strive to make Stanton 
one big family, including its newest members.”

The freshmen were assigned to small 
groups, each led by student group leaders 
who served as guides and provided invaluable 
advice to the new high schoolers. Each 
group followed a packed schedule, visiting 
classrooms where they were exposed to 

“sample” classes for a taste of the academics 
Stanton has to offer. The classes are similar 
to those the incoming freshmen will take 
in the fall, including Advanced Placement 
World History, Theatre and Biology.  

“Going to an AP World History class was 
helpful in preparation for the school year 
because we got to see how Advanced 
Placement classes worked. We also went to 
art, and I got to see how strenuous the work 
was in that class, which was surprising. It 
definitely helped me succeed once the year 
started,” said Emma Armstrong, Ortega 
resident, who attended Bridge in 2014. 

Incoming freshman Kristen Norton lives 
in Ortega Forest and attended the first 
session of Bridge this year. She said she felt 
much more comfortable about her upcoming 
entry into high school after her experience 
at the program. “I definitely feel more 

Stanton’s ‘bridge class’ helps freshman prepare for high school

In Science Lab, students debate the best way to conduct an experiment. (Photo by Jill Responte)

Stanton Bridge students learn and perform the motions to a Spanish song. (Photo by Jill Responte)

A group of rising Stanton freshmen celebrates 
when their win in the Devil’s Derby is announced.  
(Photo by Jill Responte)

prepared, in all aspects, going into my ninth 
grade year at Stanton,” said Norton. “At 
Bridge we became familiar with the campus, 
the teachers, and the general culture of the 
school. I feel I am more confident, and my 
transition into ninth grade will be much 
smoother now that I’ve gone through it.” 

Avondale’s John Wright Stanly said he 
was able to meet classmates and familiarize 
himself with the campus. “Before Bridge, I 
was really worried about not knowing where 
to go and being late to my first classes,” said 
Stanly. “It was very helpful getting to know 
my way around, so I hopefully won’t get 
lost on the first day. 

Norton agreed. “Now I feel much more 
comfortable because I’ll see many familiar 
faces. I can’t wait to try out for sports and 
join some of the many clubs. I’m also ready 
to face new challenges, try new things and, 
of course, to learn.”

The week ended with a lighthearted “Devil’s 
Derby,” a group competition named after 
the school’s mascot, the Blue Devil. “The 
most fun part of Bridge was the Devil’s 
Derby,” said Avondale resident Emily Butler, 
a rising Stanton sophomore who completed 
the program last summer. “My group leaders 
were so competitive during the game!”

Butler said she chose Stanton College 
Prep because of the welcoming atmosphere. 

“The teachers and students made it enjoyable, 

and I could see myself going there in the 
fall,” she said. 

“The program’s popularity is a testament 
to the overall positive experience that we 
offer your student,” said Paul. “It has become 
an important milestone in each Stanton 
student’s experience.” 
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Fishweir to celebrate centennial
 Photos from the archives recall Fishweir Elementary School’s past as staff and  

volunteers begin the planning stages of the school’s Centennial Anniversary in 2017.
“Also, in celebration, we are hoping to do a large mural on the exterior of the school,  

similar to West Riverside, but will need lots of community involvement,” said  
Tanya Hardaker, a parent.  “We hope to showcase the school’s arts magnet program  

as well as its contribution to the Avondale neighborhood the past 100 years.”
Any interested artists, volunteers or donors should contact the school office at (904) 381-3910.

B A C K  T O  S C H O O L

Lucile L. Ross was principal at Fishweir Elementary School when Gynelle Johnson’s 36 sixth grade students posed for this classroom photo in 1958-59.

Mrs. Mac Kintosh poses with 35 first grade students in 1953 on the front steps of Fishweir Elementary School.
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