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Progress
in San Marco Square, Across the board
a community readies for completion budget cuts to affect
A photo of the San Marco Square reveals the progress of not only commemorative bricks being laid, but the planting of six new oak
trees, several crape myrtles and new palms in the corridor. The afternoon of installations brought out Al Thigpen of Al Thigpen
Landscaping, one of many contractors responsible for the recent progress. “I think it’s going to be a picture of beauty when it’s
complete,” said Thigpen of the recent measures to beautify the Square. Other contractors involved in bricklaying and survey work
were busy complimenting the landscape, as noticeable momentum builds. According to Reese Riggle, President of San Marco
Preservation Society, the group is awaiting arrival of benches, bike racks and other elements of the design for installation.
Stay in the know, read the September Issue of The Resident for updates on the opportunities to support local shopping,
engage in community building events and opportunities to lend a hand in the opening celebration.

Balis community center
Increased millage rate
would be the lifesaver
needed to stay open
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Alba and Sheffield Balis
never had children of their own,
but through a generous bequest
to the City of Jacksonville gaggles of children delight in the
community center they made
possible. While Balis Recreation
Center accommodates many
uses, neighborhood children rely
on it for summer camps, after
school care and even free lunch-

es. Unfortunately, the Balis’s
legacy might not be around for
kids to enjoy come October 1.
Currently, the Parks
Department has the Balis
Recreation Center slated to
close in an effort to comply with
Mayor Alvin Brown’s proposed
14 percent budget cut.
The center, which opened in
2003, was funded by a $1.1 million gift to the City by the late
Alba Balis, a long-time San
Marco resident and contributor
to community projects. The
$700,000 center was built
behind the San Marco branch
library on Hendricks Avenue
and LaSalle Street.
See

BALIS on page 6
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Trout

University Club celebrates members, stature
Old Hollywood glitz and glamour was the theme of a
special night for club members at the Riverplace Tower.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .See
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Development of East San Marco
on the verge… once again
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Good things come to those who
wait, and San Marco residents’ have
waited a long time for the development of East San Marco on the corner of Hendricks Avenue and Atlantic
Boulevard. While the wait isn’t over,
the developers are pursuing the
details of the project to assure the
final outcome is indeed a good thing
for the neighborhood.
“St. Joe and Regency Centers are
working together to explore reviving
the mixed-use project,” said Chris
Kuhn, director of development for
The St. Joe Company. “It’s a complex project and we want to comprehensively approach any sensitive
issues that may enhance the neighborhood.”
The project, a joint venture
between The St. Joe Company and
Regency Centers, was originally
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as Jacksonville’s
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Builder & Remodeler

CBC026189

 WRPWURXWLQFFRPContact us for a FREE consultation!

approved for 57,000 square feet of
retail space, which included a grocery anchor. Above the retail space
would have been 160 condominiums
both stretched between the two
parcels of land separated by
Wachovia Bank.
But that was before the real estate
market went bust and the vacant land
on the corners of Atlantic Boulevard
and Hendricks Avenue sat conspicuously empty.
“There is interest in revitalizing
this project because of the recovery
of the real estate market,” Kuhn
explained. According to Kuhn the
recession created a demographic shift
that makes the appeal of multi-family
developments more attractive. “The
opportunity and the market have
intersected,” said Kuhn. “In addition
to its great location, this development
can offer a lifestyle that is attractive
to many people.”
District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer said she is happy with how the
process turned out a few years ago.
“In general terms, the buildings and
designs with the existing approval
would be a real asset to the neighborhood,” Boyer said. “They [the developers] have floated the idea of
increasing the density but within the
same building. As long as it would
not change the design appearance

and they provide adequate parking, I
am not opposed to the idea.”
Besides the residential component,
the project has the potential to
enhance business activity within San
Marco Square and the surrounding
areas.
Jason Bajalia, owner of Pulp in
San Marco, said while he doesn’t
look forward to more construction,
especially since he finally has unimpeded access for the first time since
Pulp opened in 2010, he ultimately
thinks the project could enhance the
development of the area.
“Neighborhoods like San Marco
have a hard time competing with the
options of a St. John’s Town Center
type mega development,” Bajalia
explained. “If done correctly – like
tying East San Marco in with the
Square via continuity of design and
access to make crossing the street
safe and desirable – I think the construction inconvenience would be
worth it at the end.”
In the meantime, San Marco residents can be assured the developers
are doing their due diligence so their
wait won’t be in vain. “As a joint
venture, we are as interested in the
retail succeeding as much as the residential,” Kuhn said. “All of the components need to work to ensure the
project’s success.”
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Cohen House denied landmark status; fate left in owner’s hands
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A San Marco home, once owned
by a prominent local business man
and designed by the renowned architectural firm Marsh & Saxelbye, did
not meet enough of the criteria to
overcome the owner’s objection to
designating it on the National
Register of Historic Places.
The owner of 2241 River Road
submitted a building permit application to demolish the structure, but the
home has been identified on the
Florida Master Site File as being a
potential eligible listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.
As such, its proposed demolition
required a review by the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission
pursuant to ordinance 320.407.
The Commission voted to deny
demolition at its May 22 meeting.
When it met again in July, the
Commission did not find that the residence met four of the seven criteria
recommended for landmark designation leaving the fate of the home to
the owner’s discretion.
According to Joel McEachin of
the Planning and Development
Department of the City of
Jacksonville, this ends the process as
far as landmark designation. While
the Commission found that the house
on the corner of River Road and
Elder Lane did represent the Spanish
eclectic style, there are better

examples of the
design. It was also
not considered to be
a big representation
of the noted architect’s work.
The house, which
sits on a double lot,
had been altered
with rear additions
and new windows,
but McEachin didn’t think these alterations were so significant that they
could not be
reversed.
While San Marco
is not designated a
historic district,
properties within
San Marco can still
be designated individually as a landmark. When initiated by the owner, it
only has to meet two of the seven
criteria. The Commission found that
the home met three, so if the owner
wanted to resubmit an application in
the future, the house would be designated on the National Register of
Historic Places.
One such requirement the residence met was its identification with
a person who significantly contributed to the development of the
City. The home’s owner was Halle
Cohen of Cohen Brothers
Department store which was

recognized as an innovator in retail
and proponent of customer service.
The store was eventually acquired by
the May Department Stores, at which
time it was called May-Cohens, until
it closed in 1987.
Ennis Davis, who co-wrote a book
titled “Cohen Brothers, The Big
Store,” was out of town when the
Commission met and therefore didn’t
have a full understanding of how the
former Cohen home did not meet the
requirements necessary to landmark
the structure.
Still, he thinks Jacksonville

struggles to embrace the overall
importance of preserving its history
and understanding the role preservation can have both economically and
culturally. “For those who value local
history, the message to take from this
would be to get more aggressive in
uncovering and promoting the things
that make Jacksonville unique,”
encouraged Davis. “If you want to
change future results concerning
local historic preservation initiatives,
change the message and general public sentiment by going on the offensive at a grassroots level.”
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Residents help to identify priorities
for Downtown and neighborhoods
Distinctive
Neighborhoods task
force meets
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s in the Neighborhood Bill
of Rights and why is that important?
Members of a task force convened
last month at WJCT Studios, the
soon-to-be new home of Jacksonville
Community Council Inc. (JCCI), to
start the discussion on strengthening
local government communications
and responsiveness to resident
concerns.
The small group of 10 people was
one of four groups that day discussing different action items under
the Distinctive Neighborhoods
theme, which appeared in three of
the JAX2025 Vision targets: Arts &
Entertainment, Neighborhoods &
Urban Heart, and Vibrant Economy.
Ideas flew around the table, but
several times during the discussion
conversation became mired in frustrations with lack of response by
elected officials, from the Mayor’s
office to district council members.
“Why can’t they be made to
respond?” asked Celia Miller.
Mention was made of the City of
Jacksonville Neighborhood Bill of

Trey Csar, president/CEO of Jacksonville Public Education Fund, and Dr. Laura Lane, vice president of
Jacksonville Community Council, Inc.

Rights, enacted in 1995 (Ordinance
95-247-106), but no one knew for
certain the standards to which government officials are to be held
under that bill. However, the bill of
rights does provide for required
responses by elected officials in two
of the seven rules.

NEIGHBORHOOD
BILL OF RIGHTS
Every organized, officially-recognized neighborhood in the City of
Jacksonville has the right to expect
and receive the following from the
officials, employees and agencies of
the City of Jacksonville:

Prompt, courteous, informed
responses to all questions regarding City business. Replies, if only
to report that inquiries or research
are underway and a full response
will be forthcoming at a later time,
should be made within one working
day of the original neighborhood
contact.
Advance notification of any Cityrelated public works or utility project taking place within or adjacent to
a neighborhood (e.g. road paving;
water, sewer or drainage work; traffic signal installation or removal;
park renovation or substantial maintenance; land purchases, etc.),
including the day(s) and probable
length of any street closures, utility
interruptions, or other adverse
impacts on the neighborhood, and
the name and phone number of the
City representative most knowledgeable and able to immediately answer
questions during the course of the
work.
Notification of the submission of
any application for rezoning, zoning

DON’T GET JUST
ANY HOME LOAN.

FINANCE A
PERFECT FIT.

or land use variance or exception,
Development of Regional Impact
(DRI) or Planned Unit Development
(PUD) application, or other significant land use action; a clear explanation of the date, time and place of all
applicable public hearings and other
opportunities for public input on the
application; and a clear explanation
of the type of testimony that is
allowable and relevant from neighborhood organizations and residents.
Opportunity for formal input into
the annual budget process, including
the opportunity to express preferred
city government priorities, suggested
capital improvement projects and
other statements that fairly represent
the opinion of a majority of the
neighborhood’s residents.
A timely personal response of its
district councilperson or that councilperson’s aide to questions directed
to the City Council office.
The opportunity to participate in
the design of publicly-funded projects within or adjacent to the neighborhood, including the opportunity
early in the planning process to
express neighborhood preferences
about choice of location, materials,
orientation, size, land use intensity,
and other features.

MEANWHILE, BACK AT
THE FORUM…
Each of the initial four focus task
forces, which includes Encouraging
Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation, Working Together
for People, Government Openness
and Responsiveness, as well as
Distinctive Neighborhoods, will
meet once a month for six months to
identify priorities and action items,
as well as the organizations that can
and should take action.
If you wish to join a focus task
force and be part of the JAX2025
vision process, visit
www.jax2025.org.

Contact me to learn more
Jill Moore
904.233.7717
jill.moore@everbank.com
everbank.com/jmoore
NMLS ID: 648916
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Jason Harrah, USACE JAX Project Manager and Lisa Rinaman, St. Johns Riverkeeper, discuss
some of the issues with the Harbor Deepening Project at a press conference back in early June

Obama Port Initiative
threatens St. Johns
On July 19, 2012, President Obama
issued the “We Can’t Wait Initiative,” expediting the study of the proposed St. Johns
River Harbor Deepening Project. This decision dramatically reduced the study schedule by 14 months, potentially jeopardizing
the integrity of the analysis by providing
the Army Corps of Engineers with insufficient time to thoroughly evaluate this complex issue,
As a result, some conclusions in the
recently released Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) are vague, some concerns are not even addressed, and many
of the required studies have not yet been
completed, despite the fact that the public
comment period ended on July 31. The following studies have not yet been completed: modeling of fish and macroinvertebrate
communities, water quality modeling, tributaries and salt marsh modeling, groundwater report prepared by the U.S. Geological
Survey, hydrodynamic modeling, storm
surge and coastal modeling, and ship
wake modeling.
In addition, the mitigation plan to offset
potential environmental impacts is woefully
insufficient, and the study of the potential

local economic impacts conducted by a
JAXPORT consultant has not been
released to the public or independently
peer-reviewed for accuracy.
St. Johns Riverkeeper believes that
President Obama has made a significant
mistake by fast-tracking this critical decision when so much is at stake for the St.
Johns River and the communities of
Northeast Florida.
The dredging of the St. Johns River
from 40 to 47-feet could result in significant
changes in salinity, increased shoreline
erosion, impacts to fisheries, more frequent algal blooms, and the loss of wetlands, aquatic grasses, trees and habitat.
In addition, the dredging project is estimated to cost taxpayers at least $733 million,
including an unspecified amount for annual maintenance dredging and supporting
infrastructure.
We are asking President Obama to give
the Army Corps of Engineers more time to
complete the study and make sure the
proposed Harbor Deepening Project has
been thoroughly evaluated. This critical
decision has significant long-term consequences for the St. Johns and our community, requiring caution and careful scrutiny.

Jimmy Orth,
Executive Director St. Johns Riverkeeper
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Gator removed from Lake Marco
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
While many people feel that it’s
great to be a Florida Gator, they are
usually referring to their affection for
the football team. The idea of swimming with a gator nearby is actually
not so great.
That is why San Marco resident
Talmadge Hunt was so alarmed to see
an eight-foot alligator swimming next
to his dock a few weeks ago. “It came
up between my dock and my neighbor’s dock. My kids swim there a lot,”
Hunt said. “I talked to another neighbor
who lives on Lake Marco and he said it
had been there a number of years.”
Paul Fazio who lives next door to
Hunt said after eight years of living on
the river, he was surprised to come out
one Saturday afternoon and see an alligator by his dock. “Usually you can
just see the head, but the water was
choppy that day and I could see parts
of the whole thing,” Fazio explained.
“Moments before, my kids had been
swimming in the river.”
Fazio’s 14-year-old daughter, Annie,
had long suspected there was a neighborhood gator. “My friend and I went
out on the dock last year and we saw
an alligator coming out of the water.
We screamed and ran inside. When we
went back out it was gone, and no one
believed us,” Annie said with a grin of
vindication.
With the gator’s official sighting,
Hunt called the State Nuisance
Alligator Program, and St. Nicholas
resident Billy Parry was assigned to
the case.

7841 James Island Trail – Deerwood

MLS#675202

$1,675,000

It took Parry about two weeks to
capture the eight-foot gator out of Lake
Marco. “We would drive by and see
him and he would take off in the storm
drain,” Parry said. “That’s their highway. They can travel a mile or two in
there. Whenever you see a storm drain
there could be an alligator.”
Parry who has been a trapper for
three years, said his busiest time catching alligators is in the spring, during
their mating season. He uses a fishing
rod with a treble hook and weight to
snag them and a snare to pull them up.
If they are less than four feet long, the
gators are released in a less populated
area. Gators larger than that are harvested for their meat and hide.
Parry said that alligators are naturally fearful of humans. He said they
become dangerous when people feed
them, and they lose their shyness. “A
normal alligator is scared of people,”
Parry explained. “Once a gator feels
comfortable around people, you’ve got
to get rid of him.”
Both Hunt and Fazio feel safe with
their kids swimming again now that the
gator has been caught. “Right, wrong
or indifferent, if my children want to
swim in the river, I’ll let them swim,”
Fazio said.
Hunt agrees. “We always felt safe on
the river, and now we do again.”
While Hunt feels great to be rid of
the gator, it turns out he doesn’t have
any affection for the football team.
“My wife and I both went to Alabama,”
Hunt exclaimed. “I can’t stand the
Gators!”
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asked
for it!

From time to time, readers ask us to help
get important questions answered. This
month we have a question about noise
from concert at the The Landing. If you
have a question about something we can
address, let us know by sending an
email to editor@residentnews.net.

Strand resident
weary of weekly
entertainment
noise at Landing

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

A resident of The Strand, a high-rise condominium on the Southbank, asked “Why is the
Jacksonville Landing being excluded from the
sound issue?”
He continued: Every weekend starting on Thursday, the noise
level seems to exceed the dBA of 105.The octave bands are
responsible for the noise vibration, all the way across the river.
Mr. Louis received a personal response from the
City of Jacksonville’s Environmental Quality Division:
[District 1] Councilman [Clay] Yarborough has asked
EQD’s Noise Section to look into your inquiry of July 9, 2013,
regarding noise pollution from the Jacksonville Landing.
In response to your first question, the Jacksonville Landing is
subject to the Environmental Protection Board’s (EPB) Rule 4,
Noise Pollution Control. This rule is a very comprehensive set of
noise limitations designed to protect the health and welfare of
the Jacksonville community. This rule does address not only
Broad Band (dB(A)) but Octave Band (dB) for both daytime and
nighttime periods.
A review, back to 2010, of the City’s CARE system reveals no
noise complaints against the Jacksonville Landing. If EQD’s
Noise Section had received a noise complaint previously, the
Noise Section would have initiated a WARNING LETTER to the
Jacksonville Landing and the associated property owner. The
WARNING LETTER would have advised the subject parties that
if EQD’s Noise Section were to record/measure noise levels in
excess of EPB Rule 4 limitations, EQD would initiate enforce-

AUGUST 2013
I live at the Strand.The neighborhoods across Metro Park
have it easy, they should live on the Southbank across from the
Jacksonville Landing, and have the octave bands on a weekly
basis. Metro Park does not have bands every weekend, so what
is the big deal? Try living across the Jacksonville Landing.
Perhaps they hear the Landing?

– John Louis
ment action that could lead to fines.
EPB Rule 4 establishes that noise measurements by EQD
are to be made at the complainant’s property line. Hence I will
need your name and address to initiate EQD’s investigation of
your noise complaint. EQD cannot initiate an investigation based
upon an anonymous noise complaint.
If you would call Mr. Blane Johnson, EQD’s Noise Section, at
255-7199, Mr. Johnson will be able to take your complaint, enter
the complaint into the City’s CARE system, and initiate a WARNING LETTER to the parties involved. Mr. Johnson will also be
able to obtain from you times and days of the week when the
noise pollution is most pronounced. Thus, if the problem is other
than normal business hours during the week, EQD will try to
coordinate with JSO officers, trained in noise measurement techniques, to set up an investigation of your noise complaint.
I hope this responds to your inquiry.
You may contact me at 255-7113 if there are any other issues
you would like to discuss.

– Steve Pace, PE
Sr. Env. Engr. Mgr.

BALIS continued from 1
According to Pam Roman,
Marketing and Community Relations
Manager for JaxParks, Balis Recreation
Center is part of 72 percent of community centers that will close if the proposed budget passes. Facing such drastic cuts, the Parks Department decided
to keep open the community centers
that have a gymnasium. At this time,
there are no numbers on how many layoffs would occur with the closings.
San Marco’s library is listed as one

of six proposed closings by the Library
Board in its similar efforts to slash the
required 14 percent from the Mayor’s
proposed budget. However, Roman said
the cuts would not affect the adjacent
tennis facility or the playground, all of
which comprise the complex known as
Southside Park.
Of course, Balis Recreation Center’s
closing hinges on the proposed budget
which is now being reviewed by City
Council. At their July 23 meeting they

voted to set the tentative tax rate 1.5
mills higher this year, which if finalized
would produce enough revenue to fill
the $66 million gap in Brown’s budget.
San Marco Councilwoman Lori
Boyer said that now that City Council
has voted to potentially increase the
millage rate, closures should be somewhat abated. Boyer said by increasing
the millage, sufficient money would be
raised to stave off closings threatening
community centers and libraries.
“These drastic things don’t need to hap-

pen (with the millage increase),” Boyer
said. “We should prioritize. There
should not be 14 percent cuts across the
board.”
As a member of San Marco
Preservation Society, Boyer was instrumental in securing the money from the
Balis Trust for construction of the community center more than a decade ago.
SMPS was involved in the process
from its inception through its completed construction. The center includes a
computer lab, art room, four classrooms, a large multipurpose room, a
food preparation room, restrooms and
an outdoor patio.
The longtime Jacksonville residents
moved to San Marco in 1944 where
they lived for more than 30 years. Mr.
Balis began his career in the grocery
business eventually opening Sheffield
Balis Meats on Stockton Street. He also
invested in local real estate owning
many homes and apartments, as well as
much of the commercial property in
San Marco Square. After Mr. Balis’s
death, Mrs. Balis made several donations to honor his memory including
Balis Park gazebo and fountain in San
Marco Square.
Boyer said she would feel terrible if
the center closed. “We were the closest
thing they had to someone who cares
about them and would execute their
wishes,” Boyer explained.
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Interest in historic
neighborhoods spurs
change
NEFAR’s budget shifts
from Downtown Council
to Historic Area Council
BY LORRIE DEFRANK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
As more people are moving into
attractive neighborhoods close to
downtown Jacksonville, the Northeast
Florida Association of Realtors
(NEFAR) has revived its Historic
Area Council to support members and
others involved in selling and revitalizing homes in areas that include San
Marco, St. Nicholas, Riverside,
Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill and
Springfield.
It replaces the nearly 10-year-old
Downtown Neighborhoods Council of
Realtors, which had been dormant for
more than a year and whose budget
has been transferred to the Historic
Area Council. Providing a forum for
education and networking for NEFAR
members and affiliates remains the
purpose.
“The council is important to educate members about the differences of
listing and selling homes in the historic and downtown areas versus other
parts of Jacksonville,” said Carol
Zingone, NEFAR president and broker associate, Prudential Network
Realty, Atlantic Beach. “It's important
our NEFAR members be aware of the
new developments to the downtown
and historic areas. With closings in
that market area up 42 percent year
over year, the more educated our
members, the better service they can
provide to their buyers and sellers and
help them be prepared.”
“Networking is extremely important in real estate, not only with customers but other professionals in the
field,” said Jon Singleton, Historic
Area Council chair and Realtor,
Watson Realty Corp.,
Avondale/Ortega office. “The council
can be a great resource to help educate folks who usually work in such
places as Ponte Vedra, Mandarin and
Orange Park on not only the boundaries but also how neighborhoods
change from block to block and the
various restrictions.”
Singleton said the council will
sponsor educational events to help
NEFAR members and affiliates work
in historic neighborhoods. “We have
presentations lined up to help inform
us on city initiatives, inspection areas
of concern, historic overlays and
architectural renovation requirements,
and the like,” he said.
The council was the topic of a
recent NEFAR meeting at Aardwolf
Pub and Brewery, a new taproom on
Hendricks Avenue that itself is a statement to the lure of the San Marco
area. Regions Bank on Hendricks
Avenue hosted the meeting, where
Oliver Barakat, chair of Jacksonville’s
Downtown Investment Authority,

shared goals to connect downtown
with the historic neighborhoods surrounding it.
Barakat believes the key is leveraging the strength of the residential
neighborhoods to downtown and
building off their momentum and
energy.
“The Historic Area Council creates
a cumulative strength of those areas to
the extent that NEFAR can bring
together neighborhoods as one core
district and elevate the awareness of
all the success that is occurring,” he
said.
“It will be great to have a group of
Realtors who understand the historic
district and see the value in it,” said
Carmen Godwin, executive director,
Riverside Avondale Preservation. “We
are more than willing to work with
them to promote this area as a great
place to live.”
Reese Riggle, president, San Marco
Preservation Society, believes a major
reason San Marco is appealing and
home values continue to rise is that
San Marco reinvests in itself. “This
neighborhood, and many other neighborhoods that are vibrant and successful in Jacksonville, are walkable and
have a sense of pride that you can see
and feel,” he said.
Realtors who work in the historic
districts concur that the market is
improving, not only for houses but for
condos as well.
“The condo market is definitely
coming back in the historic area and
downtown in general,” said Josh
Nugent, Realtor, Prudential Network
Realty, Avondale/Ortega office.
“Inventory is at an all-time low, especially in the Riverside area and high
rises on the waterfront.”
Watch for the September edition of
The Resident for an in-depth look at
the status of the condominium market
in the historic neighborhoods.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Historic Area Council will
meet at least quarterly. For details,
contact Jon Singleton at jon@jonsingleton.com.

To open your account contact:
BBVA Compass Lakewood Branch
5992 St. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-564-8200 option 0
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ask for Sheri Romecki or Donna Bolen
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SHERIFF’S WISH LIST
Remove unfunded pension liability
City needs to deal with
“elephant in the room”
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
When it comes to your wish list
of city spending, where you put your
financial priorities is directly related
to what you believe is the number
one function of local government.
In the case of the current budget
battle, Sheriff John Rutherford wants
residents to know that the good news
is that while crime in Jacksonville is
at its lowest in 41 years, the bad
news is that the number of officers is
also at its lowest since he took office
in 2003.
Should Mayor Alvin Brown’s 14
percent across-the-board budget cuts
be enforced, Sheriff Rutherford
would be forced to cut hundreds of
officers from the current roster of
1,603 in order to meet the mandatory
$29 million reduction in his budget –
more bad news.
A significant portion – 26 percent
– of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
(JSO) 2012-2013 $366.76 million
budget included a $96.4 million
unfunded pension liability. It’s
expected that the 2013-2014 budget
won’t be much different, including
the unfunded liability, which is part
of the line item for personnel.
In a report published by the
Jacksonville Community Council
Inc. (JCCI) in early 2012, an advocacy task force on city finances
chaired by J.F. Bryan IV indicated
that the largest threat to the City’s
financial health was the “huge
unfunded liability in the employee
pension programs, last reported to be
over $1.6 billion and requiring an
ever greater funding contribution

from the City with each passing
year.” The report went on to state
that the amount required to fund the
pension plans (for FY2011-2012)
was nearly 12 percent of the entire
General Fund budget and, if left
unattended, was expected to grow to
$180 million by 2016 and to $350
million by 2026.
Furthermore, in that Final
Implementation Report, it stated that
the “true elephant in
the room” in regard to
the City’s financial
crisis was the
Unfunded Actuarial
Accrued Liability
(UAAL) which, if not
sufficiently funded,
will cause the City to
“eventually drown in a
sea of pension debt.”

Jacksonville ranks high where you
don’t want it to because, in part, it
ranks the lowest in millage rates
(10.0353) among Florida’s largest
cities and Northeast Florida counties. “We could have raised another
2, 2.5 mills and still be tied with the
bottom,” he noted.
The pensions subcommittee of the
two-year JCCI-sponsored task force
presented a series of options to thenMayor John
Peyton and City
Council. One of
the many
options proposed
included a dedicated millage
amount, such as
one to two mills,
to the unfunded
liability.
Most of the
growth in NE
Florida has been
in St. Johns
County, which
has the highest
millage at
21.8822.
“People want to
S h e r i f f J o h n R u t h e r f o r d live in a commu“It’s important to
nity that has the
see how the pension issue is driving
quality of life they’re looking for,
the whole budget discussion, not just not just low taxes,” stated
for the Sheriff’s office, but for the
Rutherford. “It’s not just about low
whole city,” said Rutherford at a
taxes. It’s a balancing act.”
recent presentation called “The
A low millage affects all budgets
Future of Public Safety in
and for the JSO, that results in the
Jacksonville – A Thoughtful Look at lowest police budget among major
the City’s Budget, Pension and the
cities in Florida with a per capita
Unfunded Liability.”
spending of $326; a combined
At the presentation the Sheriff
city/county spend would be $310 per
shared statistics of all kinds. From
capita. “And that does not include
populations and crime rates to millthe unfunded pension liability that is
age rates and officer response times
in the JSO budget,” the Sheriff said.
among top U.S. and major Florida
“It’s such a driver [the unfunded
cities, Rutherford said that
pension liability], it creates an unre-

“It’s important to
see how the

pension issue

is driving the

whole budget

discussion,
not just for the Sheriff’s
office, but for the
whole city...,”

alistic picture,” Rutherford continued. “The JSO’s portion of that
unfunded liability is projected to be
$96.4 million on an actual $2.8
billion unfunded liability for all
City employee pension programs
combined.”
“The pension plan proposed by
the Mayor was insufficient because
it didn’t address the pension liability,” declared Rutherford. “It’s disingenuous to try to balance the $96.4
million pension hole on the backs of
the men and women’s benefits.”
The Sheriff wants to make the
budget more transparent; and he
wants to have the pension liability
pulled out of his budget. “The JSO is
lean and efficient; it was the first law
enforcement agency in the country to
go Lean Six Sigma,” Rutherford
said. “This is not about the pension
benefits; it’s about the unfunded liability.” [Lean Six Sigma is a managerial concept that eliminates in
seven kinds of wastes
(Transportation, Inventory, Motion,
Waiting, Overproduction, Over-processing and Defects).]
At a Sheriff’s Advisory
Committee meeting in Ortega last
month, Undersheriff Wayne
Senterfitt presented the same concerns. “The JSO prepared the budget
they needed to run the office; it was
a realistic plan, not a wish list or a
fantasy,” he told the audience.
According to Senterfitt, the problem with the Mayor’s budget was the
decision to have across-the-board
cuts, putting law enforcement in the
same category as other services,
when it comes to funding or cutting.
“That’s the easy way out, not the
right way to find cuts. You have to
prioritize,” Senterfitt noted. “The
number one function of local government is public safety.”

Be inspired! Work in the meticulously renovated
San Marco ofﬁce building of legendary architect, Robert Broward.
Join one of our 9 creative studios of architects,
graphic designers, computer specialists, digital marketers,
culinary artists, and ﬁne artists by contacting us today:
Kristanna Barnes
browardstudios1922@gmail.com
904.398.5087

only
two
ofﬁce
spaces
left

1922 Felch Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Catherine A. Duncan, Architect, Jennifer Kelly, Architect & Clydesdale Construction U CuliVino | Moxie Kitchen + Cocktails U DevTact LLC. U Soledesign2 U Rock My Image U Jay Wright Artwork
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Boyer fulfilling “busy woman” adage
Councilwoman takes on
huge new task fraught
with issues
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Halfway into her four-year term,
and coming off a two-week council
break that included a lot of homework – District 5 Councilwoman
Lori Boyer, is ready to tackle some
very weighty issues, beginning with
a new appointment.
Shortly after new City Council
Bill Gulliford was sworn in, he
approached Boyer about a new project. “When Bill asked me to chair
the Consolidation Task Force, I said
‘something’s got to give.’ I can’t do
three significant committees [Land
Use & Zoning (LUZ), Rules, and
Finance] and while many of my colleagues would have opted to drop
LUZ, because that’s my professional
background and was part of my
impetus for running, I really wanted
to stay in that role,” said Boyer.
She noted there were many unfinished LUZ projects, “things that I
had started on, things that I felt
could improve the process, that just
hadn’t made their way through yet
and I hadn’t finished them. So I said,
Okay, one more year I’m going to
stay there (on LUZ).”
Boyer has a little bit of regret for
moving off the Finance committee.

“With the magnitude of what’s going
on with the budget it would have
been fascinating to be that intently
involved in the budget this year, but
there are a lot of good people on that
committee and I have a lot of confidence in their ability,” she stated.

cent, when the budget year begins
Oct. 1. A separate bill would have to
be passed to put the tax rate into
effect. For every $10,000 of a
home’s value, homeowners would
see an increase of $15.00 per year, a
small price to pay to keep city services intact.
According to Boyer, Council had
BOYER ON BUDGET
to
set the maximum millage rate at
Speaking of the budget, Boyer
last month’s meeting in order to proprovided an update to the district
vide that information to the Property
survey she has taken,
Appraiser for Truth
primarily from resiin Millage (TRIM)
dents of San Marco,
notification mailLakewood and
ings. “The larger
Briarwood. There is
number we set right
definitely a majority
now, the more flexiin two of the three
bility we have in the
neighborhoods in
budget, but it does
favor of raising
not mean that’s
taxes.
what you have to
“It’s probably
charge. It’s just so
60/40 or 65/35 in
you give the public
favor of raising
notice that this is
taxes over cutting
the maximum,” said
City services and
Boyer. “And then
that is consistent
when we actually go
across San Marco
through the budget
and Lakewood, San
process, we can
Marco the most in
elect for a smaller
favor; Lakewood is
District 5 Councilwoman on having to make number to make the
more like 60/40 and
decisions regarding her committee roles
budget work.”
Briarwood is more
According to
toward “don’t raise
Boyer,
a
one
mill
increase
would not
taxes,” the councilwoman noted.
have
covered
the
estimated
$63 milOn July 23 City Council passed
bill 2013-460 to create the possibili- lion deficit in the Mayor’s proposed
budget. But, she said, “No matter
ty the City could raise property tax
rates up to 1.5 mills, close to 15 per- what happens, we are going to be in

“Something’s got to
give... because [LUZ] is
my professional
background and was
part of my impetus for
running, I really wanted
to stay in that role.”
Lori Boyer
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the position where we will have to
establish priorities. I think it’s irresponsible to simply cut 14 percent
from each department. Those departmental budgets did not grow evenly
over time. We don’t allocate money
by department; we allocate it by
what function and service we’re providing to the public. And those
monies have been shifted in reorganizations and passed responsibilities from one department to
another. So, trying to take the arbitrary fact that something’s called a
department and use that as a basis to
make cuts I don’t think makes
sense.” In Boyer’s opinion, what
Council needs to be doing is truly
looking at what programs and services are provided and which are nonessential, how will they impact quality of life, how will they impact the
city’s future, and then make the best
decision they can about where to
save money. “It’s a much more
detailed and thought-provoking conversation than to just tell everybody
to cut 14 percent,” she noted. An
across-the-board cut to simply balance the budget “doesn’t really give
us the ability as council members to
evaluate what the consequences will
be.”

GIVING A BUSY WOMAN
ANOTHER TASK
To prepare for her new appointed
role as chairman of the
Consolidation Review Task Force,
while on council break, Boyer spent
time reading through two books
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on consolidation [by historians
follows the Legislative Policy versus
James Crooks and Richard Martin],
enforcement? How do we do that?”
went through the city charter, makShe said that the San Marco
ing notes on various topics of interLibrary was an example of that
est. “Bill [Gulliford]
issue. “There was
wants to use this
talk about closing
opportunity not just
libraries that were
as another charter
constructed as part
revision commisof Better
sion, but we’re lookJacksonville projing at how we actuect. That’s ridicually function. We
lous. We just built
wrote it one way,
them, we haven’t
does it work? Could
paid for them yet,
we do it better?” she
we’re still paying
asked rhetorically.
off the bonds and
Her topics ranged
now we’re closing
from the roles of the
them. Shouldn’t we
independent authoribe estimating the
ties – look at each
additional operating
District 5 Councilwoman on the proposed costs and figuring
one separately and
budget and millage increase
consider whether all
out where the operthe facets of their
ating budgets will
operations what they
be coming from at
should be in the terms of the ideal –
the time we decide to construct
to the appointment of the Office of
them?” Boyer queried. “That should
the Sheriff and other constitutional
be in our code. It turns out it is. It’s
officers, to Central Services which,
a requirement that for every capital
according to Boyer is a model that is improvement project you identify
not working.
what the cost of operation will be in
“I have seen in just the short time the future and what the source of
that I’ve been here, a de-consolidarevenue will be, but we just haven’t
tion of a number of those, just de
done it.”
facto; employees leaving the general
One final example of the many
counsel’s office and individuals now topics Boyer has researched is one
entering into contracts for environthat circles back to her district surmental law firm consulting, for
vey. Who is in charge of getting
example. While it was envisioned
things done? At one time there were
that it was far better to have staff
two entities running the city. The
attorneys and not outside law firms
former City Commission, of which
hired as consultants it seems like in
each member ran a department, and
many ways we have done that [hired City Council.
consultants] over time,” Boyer said.
“We wanted to take management
“Do we need to go back to the origi- of those administrative areas out of
nal concept? What if we just funded
the political realm and have a single
the Central Services as a department point of responsibility for all of our
and provided them? Maybe that’s a
administration and that was supbetter model, because the model we
posed to be through the Mayor’s
have right now is forcing people to
Office. Do our citizens really undertry to get out from under the
stand that? When they have issues
system.”
with drainage ditches, potholes or
One of the thorniest issues the
parks, do they contact the Mayor’s
task force will tackle is that of
office?” Boyer asked. “I would subLegislative Policy and the Executive mit that most of those calls are comBranch. “I have encountered issues
ing to the district council members.
where I think ‘we need to do legisla- We’re running interference with the
tion on this – this is a problem’ and
staff in those departments, and that’s
I will go to our code and find out it’s not what consolidation intended
already there. We already have an
because there was supposed to be
ordinance, a statement of legislative
accountability in one location for the
intent, and it’s just not being folprovision of those services. There’s
lowed. So, what is the mechanism to some work we can do on that.”
ensure that the Executive Branch

“No matter what

happens, we are going
to be in the position

where we will have to
establish priorities.”
Lori Boyer
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Exciting new activity park waits for
Overland Bridge project completion
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The groundwork is being laid now for
a park that may not welcome its first visitor until 2016 or later.
The proposed site for an activity park
is currently being used as a lay-down
area for construction of the Overland
Bridge project, which is not schedule for
completion until 2016.
“But, no better time than the present
to plan!” said Melody Bishop, architect
with Akel, Logan, Shafer, and member of
the Downtown Investment Authority.
Previous discussions for use of that
land began in 2002 with the riverfront
property owners between Nemours and
the Acosta and resulted in the general
agreement that the existing waterfront
esplanades could one day be connected
to the Southbank Riverwalk. Those in
attendance concurred, according to
Bishop.
“The park area serves as a vital link
between the Southbank and the
Riverwalk, both as an inland link to provide access, and to provide linkage for
vision to provide a loop that follows the
Southbank Riverwalk from Nemours to
the JEA site, inland to the Kings Street
Skyway and then west back to Children’s
Way and the Riverwalk,” she said.
Previously, there had been discussions to include parking to be used for
visitors to this activity area of the
Riverwalk. However, it was decided during the July 1 meeting that there would
be no parking designed for this area
between Palm and the St. Johns River.
Down the road it’s likely that some of
the parking designated for Baptist Health
could be made available for Riverwalk
visitors. Crosswalks on Palm will be generous and well-defined to provide the

needed connectivity to the parking.
Bishop said “The layout of the site is
brewing, but it will include – of course –
a river’s edge esplanade, set back with a
more natural edge with rip-rap to
encourage plant and marine life, similar
in nature to much of the Northbank
Riverwalk west and south of the Acosta
Bridge. A couple of paths will meander
across and around activity areas.”
Those involved in the initial planning
feel that being located next to such
important health institutions makes the
site ideally suited to fill a void for a focus
on healthy, active living. The needs of
key age groups with varying needs,
ranging from young children to late teens
and adults, will be addressed.
“The park must be a very exciting
space, playing off of the lighting of the
bridges leads to dramatically lighting up
the bridge’s ‘underbelly’ even, to some
degree, energized by various exercise
equipment…the more you ride, play, run,
etc. the more or brighter it glows or
dances!” envisioned Bishop.
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer
has suggested that in keeping with the
focus on health, and the site’s proximity
to Nemours, Wolfson Children’s Hospital
and Ronald McDonald House, it was a
great opportunity to introduce sensory,
barrier-free exercise and play equipment
to Jacksonville.
The ad hoc group is developing
sketches to take to the City because an
agreement between the City and Florida
DOT would have to be reached for the
maintenance of the site prior to its being
turned over. FDOT recently entered into
a similar agreement with the City for the
Riverside Dog Park.
Andrew Dickson, Parks Chair for the
San Marco Preservation Society, said
“We welcome a new park, a new waterfront as part of San Marco by Design.”
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4034 E. Corrientes Ct. –
Beautiful remodeled patio home
in the Villages of San Jose. Wood
and tile ﬂoors, enclosed lanai
with no step-down! Serene
walled garden with paver walks
Clark LaBlond
and secluded nooks to enjoy the
REALTOR®
outdoors. Three bedrooms, two
904-537-6149
baths, living room, dining room,
clablond@gmail.com
remodeled kitchen with granite
countertops, breakfast room,
inside laundry and two car garage.
This is the special home you have
been waiting for! $284,900

3993 Conga St. – Well built
concrete block house backing
up to the San Jose Country
Club Golf course. Hardwood
ﬂoors in most of house. Large
family room was added to the
original house. Roof replaced
in May 2005, Trane air to air
heat pump installed 5 1/2 years
ago. Three bedrooms, two
baths and large back yard has
storage shed with electricity for
a great workshop! $129,900

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®

904-626-9900

ﬂorida_legends@msn.com

1833 Powell PLace – Wonderful
prairie-style home located on a quiet
street that dead-ends at the St. Johns
River. Just minutes from the Shoppes of
Avondale, Five Points and Downtown,
this three bedroom, two and one-half
bath home features over 2,900 square
feet, living room, family room, dining
room, sun room, and river views from
the master bedroom sitting room and
living room. Enjoy river breezes on the
wood deck or gather around the ﬁre
pit on the paver patio. Carriage house
over garage. $549,000

9252 San Jose Blvd, Unit
1603 – Great ﬂoor plan with
two master suites-one downstairs
and one upstairs. Kitchen and
baths have been updated in the
past six months. New cabinets,
new granite counters, new
stainless applicances in kitchen.
New granite counters in all
three baths. New wood ﬂoors in
lower level. Great closet space.
Private patio with pleasant
views off living room. Beautiful!
$139,000

904.739.7100 2IÀFH | 904.425.3989 )D[ | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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Closing libraries limits future to
“go anywhere”
Grassroots efforts continue
for straw ballot initiative
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Start Here. Go Anywhere. That’s the
slogan for the Jacksonville Public
Libraries. But local residents may be
forced to go elsewhere if Mayor Alvin
Brown’s proposed budget is passed,
compelling the closure of six libraries
including the neighborhood branches of
San Marco and Willowbranch.
To comply with the proposed
$2,896,659 budget cut, the Library
Board plans to close six branches, listed
in order of priority: Maxville,
Brentwood, San Marco, Willowbranch,
University Park and the Beaches. In an
open letter to the public Brenda
Simmons-Hutchins, Chair of the Board
of Library Trustees wrote “…with deep
regret, in order to comply with the
administration’s current request, the
board was left with no choice but to
include the closure of libraries in the
budget cuts.”
While that may be the worst of it, it’s
far from being all of it. Last year 70
library jobs were eliminated, and the
Library Board intends to cut another 33
positions this year in order to be in
compliance with the proposed budget.
In addition to these job losses, it will
end Sunday hours at all branches,
reduce Main Library hours by eight

hours a week and reduce the materials
budget by $251,000. The only controllable cuts the library manages are
employees and materials.
City Council must approve the budget that calls for a $61 million reduction
before it goes into effect October 1. The
fate of the library system, like many
other city services, is linked to a retirement reform agreement for public safety. According to Mayor Alvin Brown
the savings from it would include $45
million in the next budget year. “That
$45 million in savings is enough to prevent most of the difficult cuts to
libraries, community centers, and public
safety that are being discussed to close
the deficit,” wrote Brown in a July 15
letter to Jacksonville citizens.
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer
said she is working to find adequate
funding to keep the library open, but
acknowledges that she won’t have the
final say. “I share the concerns of most
of my constituents about the importance
of keeping open a long-time neighborhood library and recognize the vital
function it provides as a safe-haven for
students after school,” Boyer said.
While the libraries have faced cuts
before, they have never been this drastic. “We’ve been grappling with deductions for nearly a decade,” SimmonsHutchins said. “Last year’s cuts were so
deep. We lost 70 employees, but we
were still able to stave off closings. We
have contorted, stretched, strained and
done everything humanly possible to
prevent closing, but we are just at that
point.”
San Marco and Willowbranch are

Delivery to Your Home
or Business!
Your FULL SERVICE
neighborhood pharmacy,
and specialists
in compounded
medications.

Call Gary Roberts Today!

www.SouthBankRX.com

904.398.9660

Located at 1625 Atlantic Blvd (corner of Atlantic & Arcadia)
Serving San Marco, Riverside, Southside, Downtown and outlying areas
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they want the opportunity to consider
listed in order of closures as third and
fourth, respectively. Regional managers the independent tax district for local
presented to the Library Board and they libraries. Boyer is supportive of the ballot initiative. “While I don’t want to see
looked at a host of different variables
every arm of the city
while deliberating on
government on the balwhich branches to cut.
lot, I think in this case
For the San Marco
it is important to let the
branch, its proximity to
citizens decide.”
other libraries was a
Twenty-six thousand
factor, and for the
signatures are needed to
Willowbranch library a
get the proposal on the
recurring water issue
2014 ballot. As of July
damaging the building
28, there have been
is to blame. “Every
12,205 petitions verilibrary is still under
fied and 7,019 under
consideration,”
review at the
Simmons-Hutchins
Reporter Lara Patangan with sons Alex and
cautions. ”We don’t
Patrick volunteered to collect petitions at the Supervisor of
Election’s office.
have the final figure yet. San Marco Library
Thousands of additional petitions were
The recommendations are based on
turned in at the end of July and collecwhat we know at this point.”
tion efforts are ongoing.
According to Simmons-Hutchins
“We looked at models like Orlando
there have already been discussions
and Gainesville. They can plan for their
about how they would redistribute the
future. They have a dedicated funding
materials from the closed branches.
stream,” said Simmons-Hutchins. “It
“We would have to move fast because
would ease this kind of pain.”
the electronic materials won’t survive
Helene Kamps-Stewart, a Murray
once the electricity is off,” Simmons
Hutchins explained. “The other libraries Hill resident who volunteers for Save
would be overloaded in terms of materi- Our Public Libraries, Inc., also referred
to Gainesville as an ideal model.
als. We don’t have enough space to
“During the economic downturn,
absorb all of it.”
Alachua County was still able to hire
The buildings are city property and
people. By managing their own funds
they would either have to be sold or
they have found creative solutions and
another use would have to be found for
can be a lot more nimble with their
them. “We own so much real estate
right now,” Boyer said. “I can’t imagine resources,” said Kamps-Stewart. “If
Jacksonville wants to become a first tier
there would be any momentum to sell
city, we will never reach that goal by
it. Ideally we could find a nonprofit to
dismantling libraries.”
use it. But we are not there yet, and I
While Kamps-Stewart, also a board
am hoping that’s not where we end up.”
member of Friends of the Murray Hill
One long-term solution to preserve
Library, believes there are many imporJacksonville libraries is to designate
tant reasons to keep the neighborhood
them as independent tax districts, fundlibraries open, including access to a
ed by a property tax of no more than
plethora of free reading material for her
one mill which could only be spent on
seven-year-old-son, and the integral part
libraries. According to Bill Brinton,
libraries play in the walkability of hisfounder and co-counsel for Save Our
toric neighborhoods, library closings
Public Libraries, Inc., the cap is imporalso concern her on a deeper social
tant. “We took a middle ground in setlevel. “If we close the libraries we creting a cap of no more than one mill
ate more of a digital divide between the
based upon what our own library prohaves and have nots.” explained Kampsfessionals believed would be sufficient
Stewart. “I don’t want to be part of a
to have a quality library system,”
explained Brinton. “Under the proposed society that lives that way.”
Simmons-Hutchins also believes
district, the annual millage between 0
there is no good reason to close
and 1 would be set by five elected offilibraries. “We are a hub – every citizen
cials and the library structure would
has the right to access library resources.
allow for long range planning and keep
We understand the recession; the budget
library monies from being raided by
deficit and that we are a department of
other arms of government.”
the administration. We know we have to
Save Our Public Libraries, Inc. is
do our share. But it’s so hard to accept
spearheading the campaign to collect
that we are cutting off citizens from
petitions that would let voters decide
through a straw ballot initiative whether these vital services.”

Affordable

Health

Care

For Individuals &
Business Owners

s $O YOU WANT LOW COST COVERAGE
s .O $EDUCTIBLES

Call Now!
800-917-9580 x3035
Speak to a Local Representative Today!

Valentina Brant - 904-610-4884

We have solutions!
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Mickler joins NAI Hallmark Partners
as broker

Tom Trout celebrates over 50 years
Local custom builder and
remodeler, Tom Trout, marks a
milestone plus one this year. The
St. Nicholas-based familyowned, third-generation company has been in business for 51
years.
“Last year we celebrated our
50-year anniversary and were
also named “Remodeler of the
Year” by the Northeast Florida
Builders Association’s
Remodelers Council,” said Tom
Trout III, sole owner of the business founded by his father Tom
Jr. “I am so very grateful to have
truly dedicated clients, staff and trade partners.
Without all of these, we would not be who we
are today. I am also thankful to have a wonderful, loving and supportive family.”
According to Trout, the past six years have
been a true test of survival for all types of
businesses. “Like most contracting

companies, we experienced
a great decrease in our work
volume. However, we decided many years ago that failure is not an option. Through
hard work and dedication,
we have survived a very
tough economy,” he said.
Trout downsized the company and postured it to survive. The remaining staff has
had to wear more hats and
work even harder than ever
before. “We also diversified
our company by offering
broadened services. In addition to remodeling, which we are well known
for, we are now building custom homes, performing commercial projects and even some
insurance contracting. These survival tactics
have paid off and we are now seeing more
construction activity than in the past six years,”
Trout concluded.

Bloom appointed new Temple president
Jacksonville native Malcolm Bloom is the
new president of Congregation Ahavath Chesed,
(‘The Temple’), Jacksonville’s reform synagogue
since 1882.
A graduate of Wolfson Senior High School
and the University of South Florida, Bloom is
president and CEO of Southeastern
Environmental Services, a company he founded
while still in college, and which now transports
and arranges disposal of photographic and printing industry waste products across the region.
Bloom’s family has a long and deep connection with The Temple. His parents were married
in The Temple by the late Rabbi Sidney
Lefkowitz, Malcolm grew up attending religious
school there, and he has served in numerous
positions over several board terms.

“I love the
family aspect
about Temple,”
he says. “I get a
warm feeling
when I walk in. I
want to extend
that feeling and
the sharing of
our traditions,
and continue the
good work Temple does in the community.”
Malcolm has served on the boards of the North
Florida Council of Boy Scouts, the Jewish
Community Alliance (JCA), and The Coves. He
and his wife, Sharon, have two grown daughters,
Abby and Hannah.

NAI Hallmark
Partners announced in
late June that Bryan
Mickler was hired as a
broker focused on
sales and leasing of
retail, office and industrial properties while
specializing in mixeduse urban infill sites.
Mickler, a
Jacksonville native and an 8th-generation
Floridian, is a graduate of the University of
Georgia with a B.A. in History, and has been a

Florida licensed real estate broker for over 20
years. Active in the San Marco community,
Mickler is a member of The Jacksonville
Historical Society and the San Marco
Preservation Society.
“Bryan is a very unique commercial real
estate operative having been broker, developer, owner and manager of commercial
properties,” said Alex Coley, co-founder/principal at NAI Hallmark Partners. “Bryan shares
our vision for a Jacksonville that has begun
to coalesce the cultural creative community
and deliver real estate projects that are community enriching. Bryan’s capabilities at both
the corporate and grass-roots levels make him
a great asset to our team.”

Shelton appointed bestbet Jacksonville
president
San Marco resident Jamie
Shelton was recently named
president of bestbet
Jacksonville, a poker, simulcast and live racing destination
company. His appointment
was part of a planned organizational realignment.
Shelton has previously held
the role of Chief Financial
Officer (CFO) since November
of 2009. In preparation for his role as CFO of
bestbet Jacksonville, Shelton spent eight
years at KPMG/Arthur Andersen, and served
as the vice president at a commercial real

estate development company in
Jacksonville.
In addition to his CPA, Shelton
holds an MBA from the University
of Memphis, and a Bachelor’s
degree from David Lipscomb
University. He currently serves on
the Board of Directors of the
Sulzbacher Center, serves as a
Finance Committee member for
the Jewish Community Alliance, a
member of the Gator Bowl
Association’s Chairman’s Club, is
a past Leadership Giving
Chairman for the United Way of Northeast
Florida, and is a graduate of the Leadership
Jacksonville Class of 2013.

Baggett Law celebrates 1 year
Baggett Law opened its door in
San Marco in July 2012. According
to Matthew B. Baggett, San Marco
is ideal for small businesses, especially law offices with its proximity
to the courthouse and Downtown,
plus offers affordable storefront
space on its main thoroughfares.

The firm focuses on personal
injury, business litigation, and foreclosure defense matters, and is
located at 1539 San Marco
Boulevard.
For more information call
(904) 396-1100 or visit
www.baggettlaw.com.
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New officers for San Marco Rotary Club

Civitan Club of Jacksonville members presented a $28,600 Jacksonville University scholarship endowment Wednesday, June 26 to JU President Tim
Cost. Pictured are (from left) Civitan members John Layton and George Revels; Cost; and Civitan members Harry Pierce and George Carswell

Civitan Club endows JU scholarship fund
The Rotary Club of San Marco recently celebrated its fifth anniversary and at its annual
meeting, noted the previous year’s accomplishments. The Club contributed volunteer power
at 14 service projects; stuffed hundreds of Safe
Sleep packets; raised nearly $10,000 with two
fundraisers: the Rotary Jaguar Game/Tailgate
event and Dirty Martinis for Clean Water IV;
gave generously to the Rotary Foundation and
PolioPlus; inducted three new Paul Harris
Fellows, and welcomed three members.
All of this and more led to the Club receiving a Presidential Citation from Rotary
International and a Premier Club Award from

Back, from left: Amanda Rhodes, Crystal Broughan,
Josh Becksmith, John Boggs, Terri Florio, Mark Snitzer,
Howard Dyal – Front, from left: Dr. Kyle Reese, Janet
Reagor, Ruth Ann Hepler – Not pictured: Pete Helow,
Marla Matson-Quattrone, Tony Potochick, Bill Traer

the District. New 2013-2014 officers include
Janet Reagor, president; Dr. Kyle Reese, president-elect; Ruth Hepler, vice president; Terri
Florio, secretary; Crystal Broughan, treasurer,
and Mark Snitzer, sergeant-at-arms. Board
members are John Boggs, Howard Dyal, Pete
Helow, Marla Matson-Quattrone, Tony
Potochick, Amanda Rhodes and Bill Traer.

Seventy years ago, the Civitan Club of
Jacksonville raised $20,000 to buy property to
move Jacksonville Junior College – which later
would become Jacksonville University – from
downtown to Riverside. Then, the club immediately raised another $30,000 for renovations
and outfitting classrooms.
“The Civitan Club has always had a special
place in our heart for JU,” said Avondale resident George Revels, a member of the organization since 1980.
In recognition of the significant role the
Civitan Club of Jacksonville had in the early
development of Jacksonville University, the
civic organization created a $28,600 endowed
scholarship for JU students and presented the
endowment on June 26 to JU President Tim
Cost.

Club member John Layton, also of
Avondale, will serve on the scholarship selection committee. Students with financial need
who work to help pay for their education will
be eligible for the scholarship.
“We are extremely grateful to the Civitan
Club of Jacksonville and its members for their
longstanding partnership with Jacksonville
University,” Cost said. “Because this scholarship endowment benefits hardworking innovators, leaders and dreamers of tomorrow, it’s an
investment not just in JU, but in the community
as a whole. We pledge to continue to be good
stewards of the Civitan Club’s kind, generous
support of JU and its students.”
For information about the Civitan Club’s JU
scholarship program, call (904) 256-7716.
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“LA CAROLINE” FRIENDS,
PATRONS ENJOY ROCK
OPERA PREVIEW
Dr. Wayne Wood and Douglas Coleman
teamed up to help local author, playwright,
singer and musician Jennifer Chase bring to life
the rich history of the French in Jacksonville.
Musical excerpts of Chase’s rock opera “La
Caroline” were performed live by the cast and
band at the Riverside home of Dr. Wayne Wood
in late June while guests enjoyed French wines
served by Doug Coleman, executive director of
Jacksonville Sister Cities. Funds raised will
support the local and international productions
in Jacksonville and its Sister City Nantes,
France.
“I’m excited about the opportunities to
show how we can contribute to our city,” said
Chase, a professor of creative writing and
English composition at FSCJ. “I’m a custodian
of what I value in this city and uncover the
connections with other cities. This play covers
the best and the worst of us as human beings.”

Carol Grimes, Dita Domonkos, Jane Condon,
and Elizabeth Augustus

Michelle O’Rourke, Taffy Putney, Tanya Amorose

Residents enjoyed a night of oldies spinning at
The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens on July
12. Some patrons went all out, dressed in ‘50s and
‘60s sock hop garb, as they twisted, turned and
bebopped to the music of DJ [name]. The Cummer
hosted the sock hop as part of the excitement
around the current exhibition, Future Retro: The
Great Age of the American Automobile, through
Sep. 8.
Eve Huggins and Linda Tokunaga

Rob Smith and Dianne Daywood

Carson Eddings with Ronald Langley

Scott Ennis and Kyle Crisp

Adam York and Taralyn Harvey

BEBOPPIN’
AT THE HOP

Guy Anderson and Barbara Moulding

SHIRCLIFF SOCIETY UNITES
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS FOR
A CAUSE
Fun and food – especially when it’s nonperishable items collected for the St. Vincent’s
Food Pantry – are a winning combination for
the Shircliff Society. Young professionals
donated food items for diabetics at last
month’s Party for the Pantry, held at Pele’s
Wood Fire.
Josh Cockrell, one of the Society’s original
founders, said, “We started the Society two
years ago to engage with young professionals
and cultivate them to be future supporters and
donors for The St. Vincent’s Foundation.”
Added Connan Raspa, currently on the
Society’s board of directors, “We’re a wonderful community organization and happy to continue the mission of Bob Shircliff.”

AUGUS

James Hopkins, Bridget Markley and Alden Howell

ST 2013
Judy Shea and Dale Owens
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JAY FUND BENEFIT BROUGHT TO
LAKEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN
Lakewood Presbyterian Church was host for the
fourth of The River City Men’s Chorus benefit concerts this summer. All proceeds benefited the Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund Foundation, which helps families
tackle childhood cancers by providing comprehensive emotional, financial and practical support. The
theme, “I Carry Your Heart with Me!" appropriately
reminded the audience of the Foundation’s goal to
“be there” for parents facing the unthinkable. Visit
tcjayfund.org for more information.
Herb and Jane Ramsdell with Gary Yeldell

Laura McDuffy and Greg Pascoe

Karen and Chris Coughlin
photos by Heather Stine

Michael and Bitsy Simmons

Photos by Aaron Mervin, Head Shots Studio

UNIVERSITY CLUB
RECOGNIZES
FIRST MEMBERS,
45 YEARS
It was an evening to celebrate, as a handful of special patrons
were honored by University Club management and current members. “Life Members” were showered with cheers and thanks, as
they hailed back to the beginning- in 1968. Old Hollywood Glitz
and Glamour was the theme, as Oscar-theme décor set the stage
for the evening event on July 24. High atop the Riverplace Tower
on the 27th floor, breath taking views highlighted the amenities
members enjoyed as they revelled in the glory of the milestone
anniversary.

Bob and Claudia Warren
Case Herring and
Jackie Spohr with Meg
and Warren Tyre

Leigh Elizabeth and
Aaron Bryan with Don
and Robin St. Denis
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Beth Berry & Therapy Dog Emma Louisa

GoGIVERS
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Beth Berry, 50, and her fawn-colored Chihuahua Emma Louisa, 11, of
the San Jose area make an eye-catching pair whether they are attending
obedience competitions nationwide or
volunteering as a pet therapy team for
patients of Community Hospice of
Northeast Florida.
Berry began Emma's basic puppy
training at six months. By age 1-1/2
Emma mastered obedience training
with such ease they began to attend
Canine Freestyle Federation (CFF)
freestyle obedience competitions
where Emma competes against dogs
of all sizes. Emma has earned the
highest CFF level IV ranking; her obedience competition performances choreographed to music highlight CFF’s
website, Caninefreestyle.org. During a
visit to Berry’s father, Edward, in hospice, Berry recognized Emma’s other
unique traits.
“Emma has a great personality, is
calm, loving and so intelligent. She
goes everywhere with me. When I
took her to visit my dad at Community
Hospice of Northeast Florida Hadloe
Center for Caring on Sunbeam Road,
she was a great comfort to him. I realized that she could help others the
same way,” Berry said. “So she completed pet therapy classes to become a
certified therapy dog. After certifica-

tion and a year of training
and experience, we began
to volunteer together at the
center.”
According to Dan Batty,
Community Hospice Manager of
Volunteer Services, Beth and Emma
are a team and both have an amazing
ability to connect with and comfort
patients.
“Beth has her role and Emma has
her own role to play although they
work so closely together as a team.
Dogs do not have to bark to communicate and Emma knows when to lie
still, wag her tail or lick a finger or
face to cheer a patient who may miss
their own pet, or just love animals,”
Batty said.
Along with their work as Hadloe
Center volunteers, Berry and Emma
serve as Community Hospice ambassadors to community events where
they distribute information and educational material. Emma was featured on
the 2012 Community Hospice calendar and she and Berry also volunteer
for presentations to new volunteers
during training orientations according
to Batty.
During their hospice visits, Berry
said that they spend time with both the
patients and families She described the
challenge of never quite knowing what
to expect when they first go into a
patient’s room.
“Sometimes we are just there to
spend time together...to provide comfort and companionship. The patients
can request a pet therapy visit upon
admittance to the facility, so I already

know that they want to see a pet therapy dog,” she said. “They may be separated from their
own pets because
of their illness.”
Berry’s father
suffered with
Multiple
Sclerosis (MS)
for 40 years and
Berry began to
volunteer for the
National
Multiple
Sclerosis Society
North Florida chapter soon after moving to Jacksonville. She has seen what
the organization does for patients and
families: how they impact the lives of
people with MS, an inflammatory
autoimmune disease that affects the
brain and spinal cord (central nervous
system) causing serious physical and
mental difficulties.
“For the past 18 years I have volunteered for the MS society here in a
variety of ways,” she said. “I do the
MS Walk every year. I’ve been on
committees, helped with programs and
services, events, whatever is needed.
MS is such a horrible disease. I am
bound and determined... so motivated
to help raise funds to find a cure. The
people at our local chapter are amazing and they do such wonderful things
for MS patients.”
Berry is a professional corporate
trainer with a large Jacksonville medical firm. She and Emma have been
active with the Obedience Club of
Jacksonville for 10 years and continue

to take classes and train. She just
adopted a rescue tri-colored year-old
Chihuahua, Olivia, from Jacksonville’s
Animal Care & Protective Services.
Berry is already training Olivia to follow in Emma’s paw prints starting
with obedience training and later as a
pet therapy dog.
“Olivia has already shown me that
she has the perfect temperament for a
pet therapy dog,” Berry said. “I love to
be with my dogs, go out to dog-friendly restaurants with our friends or
yappy hour at the Landing and especially volunteering with Emma. I have
enjoyed every moment of volunteering.”
Berry encouraged readers to visit
the Community Hospice and the
National Multiple Sclerosis North
Florida chapter websites for more
information on volunteer opportunities
from a few times per year to monthly,
weekly or daily activities for individuals, families and groups.
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BUSINESS PROFILE

The Nimnicht Family reinvents dealership, enhances experience
When is a car dealer not just a car dealer?
When it – like Nimnicht Chevrolet– is a satisfying customer experience. There is a true difference when ‘service beyond the sale’ is tied
to your family heritage, something most corporate dealerships don’t concern themselves
with.
The story of Nimnicht Chevrolet started in
1941, when it was established by Billie
Nimnicht III’s grandfather. But even before
that, his great-grandfather, Ed Nimnicht Sr,
was the assistant general sales manager for
Chevrolet Motor Division before retiring from
General Motors.
In 1967, Billie’s father took over the dealership until his passing in 2001. Billie
Nimnicht III is a third generation dealer who
began his career at age 14, working part-time
through his summer breaks from
school. “People in the area
know our name. We’ve
touched a lot of
those

families one
way or another
with the broad
product line of
the Chevrolet,
from entry
level cars to
sports cars
and SUV’s. At
some point in
their life they’ve [returning customers] had a
Chevrolet or desired one. I run into a lot of
people who say, ‘Oh, yeah, your grandfather…I knew your dad…,’” shared Nimnicht.
In January 1988, Billie came on full-time
for Nimnicht Chevrolet and in 2001 stepped
into his father’s shoes to become the dealer.
Although it may be a little premature for sixyear-old Billie IV to start thinking about his
destiny, the family-owned dealership is a
good place for an early start in business.
“My future was kind of set,” Billie said. “It’s
a good, fun business but it’s challenging.”
Maybe family is why Nimnicht’s business
philosophy has been successful
for over 70

years. “It’s a family experience
when people buy
a car so this is
not just for service, it’s to keep
the kids entertained for a couple of hours
while you’re trying to buy a car or waiting on service,” said
Billie. “Car service is kind of like going to the
dentist. Everyone likes to buy a car but no
one likes to come for service, so we do the
extras that make us stand out and make the
whole customer experience better.”
Nimnicht recalls that back in the 1970s
and 1980s the Chevrolet product was
so bad that dealers and the service relationships made the
difference.
Now, according to Billie, the
product is so good the dealers
have to be worthy of it. “We’re
always looking for the competitive advantage but it’s always

just about the customer, giving them more
reasons to come here.
These amenities before, during and after
the sale hopefully makes us different
and…we’re shooting for better.”

The Nimnicht Difference
A year ago, the dealership began the
process of a facelift and careful planning to
better serve the customer. His goal was to
comply with the Chevrolet brand while creating a personal touch that separates his Chevy
dealership from the cookie-cutter operations
at other dealerships.
Construction began late last year and was
completed in July, with a brand new look and
feel. “We’ve opened up the dealership to be
more inviting,” said Billie.
The showroom and customer service area
includes an inviting lounge with televisions –
including one dedicated for children – an
Xbox station, WiFi, a quiet lounge (no cell
phones allowed) for people who prefer to
read, an onsite café catered by Simply Sara’s
that serves breakfast and lunch, and free
popcorn and coffee all the time. One of the
true highlights is ‘Nimnicht Neverland’, a dedicated playground that rivals the outdoor play
stations at local fast-food chains.
“It’s fun to buy the car and then the rest of
it is something you have to do. Nobody wants
to do it, so we try to enhance the experience,”
Billie stated. “That’s why we added the highlights, the café and we have a kids’ play
area.”
The dealership also provides free shuttle
service and courtesy cars for customers who
drop their vehicles off for service before
heading to work.

Nimnicht Chevrolet is located at 1550 Cassat Avenue. Call (888) 833-0204, visit
www.nimnichtchevy.com, www.facebook.com/NimnichtChevrolet, or stop by the dealership from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, or noon to 6 p.m. Sunday.

Celebrating 30 Years in Real Estate
San Marco Real Estate Specialists Since 1983

(904) 396-6456
www.RiverPointRealEstate.com

At River Point Real Estate our solid foundation has been built upon trust, integrity and
satisfaction of our clientele. If you are in the market to buy or sell a home, you can rest assured
WKDWDORFDOO\RZQHGIDPLO\UXQUHDOHVWDWHÀUPLVORRNLQJRXWIRU\RXUEHVWLQWHUHVW/HWXV
help you discover your next home, whether you choose to live in historic San Marco or the
Northeast Florida region, we can deliver on our promise to exceed your expectations.

PAGE 20

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

AUGUST 2013

Busy attorneys find time to spin tales of intrigue,
suspense and fantasy
Given that there are more than 2,100 members in the Jacksonville Bar Association, it should
be no surprise to residents that Jacksonville has its own share of attorney authors. It was
probably just a matter of time before four local lawyers joined the ranks of published authors.
The Resident recently took a peek to see what motivated each to take up the pen.

Timothy J.
McDermott,
63, a shareholder
with the law firm
of Akerman
Senterfitt, practices in civil litigation and loves a good story. “I have
always enjoyed being creative.
Whether it be in how I approach legal
issues in the practice of law, or my avocation of painting acrylic artwork
(www.tmacgallery.com), or my relationships with my family and friends, it

is part of my ‘wiring’ to try
to be creative. Writing a
novel provided me with another avenue
to be creative.”
The Nebraska native practiced in
Milwaukee and Ft. Lauderdale before
landing in Jacksonville. “Having practiced since 1975 in two cities with
rather widely-divergent cultures and
having enjoyed an interesting client
base and practice (complex products
cases representing the manufacturing
segment) that exposed me to a wide
variety of personalities and issues, I
decided that if I put my own pen to

Going to the market.
4
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Why not have
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delivered to
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paper, I might be able to create a good
yarn that arose out of my experiences.”
The Ortega resident says, “There are
a lot of poor novels out there. I must
admit, I figured that I could write as
poorly as – and maybe even a bit better
– than many of the other writers that
were telling their stories.”
Like many part-time writers,
McDermott would get up early in the
morning and write until 7 a.m., then
again in the evenings, on weekends and
on vacations spent up in the Florida
Panhandle. “I generally wrote it on my
PC, although when sitting in a beach
chair on the beach, I wrote longhand
and then typed that work product into
my computer at the end of the day.”
His novel “Deadly
Propensity” is a legal
thriller that is a fictional
and colorful exaggeration
of lawyers he has encountered, along with judges,
expert witnesses and issues
from product cases. “I
wanted to tell a good story,
however I also wanted to
educate the reader a little bit about the
rather complicated work up, and the
process that both sides of the lawyers
must perform and undergo in preparing
and trying a serious products case.”
McDermott intends to write another
book and while he’s not sure if it will

be
a Michael Culhane sequel to “Deadly
Propensity” or something completely
different, he wants to leave the reader
feeling good about life when the last
page is turned. “I am currently
noodling on some ideas flowing from
some interesting cases I have had.”
McDermott’s first novel is available
via eBook and paperback on
amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com,
and via eBook on smashwords.com.

Michael G. Tanner,
59, has traveled a lot and says that he
was motivated to write by the lives of
many people he met during multiple
mission trips to countries of the former
Soviet Union beginning in
1995. “I also love to write,”
said the senior Principal at
Tanner Bishop. “Hemingway
has always been a big influence. His spare style is pleasurable to read – fewer words
are better. John Grisham, who
is an excellent technician as
well as a gifted storyteller,
writes in that style.”
The Southbank resident revealed that
his initial research took about eight
months and it took another 18 months
to produce a working draft. “Because
this was my first book, I made many
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mistakes along the way that hopefully I won’t repeat in my next book,”
Tanner said. “I used a general outline
and I write on the computer. I also read
multiple books on writing and took one
course. I always wrote early in the
mornings (5:30 for an hour each day)
and on weekends.”
Tanner’s book “Nikolai Returns” is a
mystery novel. “It is based on personal
experiences of people I met. I have
been to all the venues in the book other
than Afghanistan,” he noted. “It’s the
story of the spiritual journey of a young
man who grew up in the USSR and in
post-soviet Russia, beginning with his
boyhood, his military experiences and
his time in the Russian arms trade.”
“Nikolai Returns” is available on
Amazon and Barnes and Noble.
One would think that working as
Division Chief, Jacksonville for the
State Attorney’s Office would provide
much fodder for a book, but

Douglas A. Dorsey,
39, said about his novel, “It has zero to
do with personal
experience and is
based solely on the
wild ruminations of
my mind.”
Wild ruminations, indeed. When
you know that
Dorsey has spent 13
years as a crimefighting prosecutor and that his favorite
writer is Christian author C.S. Lewis,
you begin to understand the basis for
Dorsey’s book “Never Alone”. “I like
the idea of making a difference in the
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world,” he said. “One day I hope my
son and daughter read the “Never
Alone” series and are proud of their
dad for demonstrating conviction and
faith through writing. If so, that alone
will be good enough for me. Well, that
plus a brief stint on The New York
Times Best Seller list.”
Dorsey is a fast writer; it took him
less than three months to write the first
300-plus page novel, which was scribed
over coffee in the morning or later at
night when his children were asleep.
But that’s not always the case. “I actually wrote a huge chunk of my latest
novel – Broken Hero – during breaks
on a lengthy motorcycle trip,” he
shared. “I’d ride for 350-plus miles
down open stretches of back roads
thinking nothing but storyline, then
stop and immediately put all my
thoughts down on paper.”
There are seven books in the Never
Alone series, which Dorsey describes
as Christian Fiction/Suspense. After
book number two – “Broken Hero” – is
released this fall, the 1992 Bishop
Kenny alumnus plans on releasing one
book per year until all seven are published. “While I’m thrilled with the storylines of the first six books, I expect
the last book is going to be the hardest
to put down. I think readers are going
to be totally surprised by the final chapter to the Never Alone series.”
Dorsey is grateful for all the support
he gets in the writing process. “My
favorite part of the writing process is
the collaboration that comes when I
first turn it over to close friends and
family. Some of the best twists and
turns in the plot came from the

suggestions of the people around me
that I trust most,” he said.
A Kindle edition of “Never Alone”
is available on Amazon.com.

Jessie L. Harrell,
35, said that her first book was a result
of a challenge. When her husband, Holt
Harrell, joked that picture books couldn’t be very difficult
to write, Harrell
decided to take an
online course to
see if he was right.
“I learned about
everything in the
children’s book
market, from board books to young
adult (known as YA),” said the San Jose
resident. “It didn’t take me long to realize that I use too many words for picture books. And middle grade just didn’t hold my attention that way that YA
books did. So I figured if I was going
to write a book, that’s where I would
focus my efforts.”
The genre of Harrell’s novel
“Destined” is YA mythological
romance. Though now working as an
appellate specialist with the law firm of
Creed and Gowdy, Harrell majored in
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classical studies as an undergrad and
her favorite Greek myth was that of
Eros and Psyche.
“I decided I would try to re-tell
their story but with some modernization,” Harrell said. “I didn’t move the
novel into the present (as most
retellings are doing), but I used modern
dialogue in the ancient setting. I knew
this story would resonate with teens if
it was easy to read, and fun and
romantic.”
With two young daughters, Harrell’s
writing time was mostly at night, but
she also took her laptop to their gymnastic lessons to sneak in more writing.
It took four years to finish the novel,
but some of that was due to the learning curve of young adult fiction. “I took
time out to learn craft and build myself
within the YA community in addition to
just writing. I made sure I was involved
in the YA community before I asked
them to help me sell a book.”
Harrell published “Destined” on her
own through Mae Day Publishing, but
has also co-written another YA novel
with an author in California and has a
short story called “I Come Bearing
Souls” in the charity anthology “Two
and Twenty Dark Tales.”

5-Year Details

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

5 YEAR TOTAL

INSURANCE

$1,544

$1,598

$1,654

$1,712

$1,772

$8,280

MAINTENANCE

$44

$238

$611

$1,159

$2,327

$4,379

DEPRECIATION

$9,512

$4,750

$4,182

$3,706

$3,326

$25,476

TAXES & FEES

$2,556

$46

$46

$46

$46

$2,740

FINANCING

$1,356

$1,077

$788

$487

$174

$3,882

FUEL

$2,535

$2,611

$2,689

$2,770

$2,853

$13,458

REPAIRS

$0

$0

$0

$622

$950

$1,572

TRUE COST TO OWN

$17,547

$10,320

$9,970

$10,502

$11,448

$59,787

AUDI Q5

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

5 YEAR TOTAL

INSURANCE

$1,419

$1,469

$1,520

$1,573

$1,628

$7,609

MAINTENANCE

$402

$562

$983

$2,568

$2,419

$6,934

DEPRECIATION

$9,575

$6,461

$5,688

$5,042

$4,525

$31,291

TAXES & FEES

$3,214

$46

$46

$46

$46

$3,398

FINANCING

$1,730

$1,375

$1,006

$622

$222

$4,955

FUEL

$2,785

$2,868

$2,954

$3,043

$3,134

$14,784

REPAIRS

$0

$0

$0

$1,245

$1,902

$3,147

TRUE COST TO OWN

$19,125

$12,781

$12,197

$14,139

$13,876

$72,118

Source: www.edmunds.com
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BUSINESS PROFILE

Improving Odds for The Everyday Investor

Capital Dimensions is located
at 2120 University Blvd. West.
Steve Hyers can be reached at
(904) 730-3877.
For more information
about the company, visit
www.capitaldimensions.com.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Capital Dimensions Financial Services,
and its owner Steve Hyers, have a lot to
celebrate this year.
The firm has spent the first eight years of
its existence doing something many of its
competing financial-planning firms have
not: helping smaller (commission-based)
clients become larger (fee-based) clients.
Most firms with credentialed [Chartered
Financial Consultants (ChFCs) and/
or Certified Financial Planners (CFPs)]
planners will usually cater to fee-based
clients only. Hyers has a philosophy of
trying to teach clients with a smaller
financial starting-point to realize what
they can do when adhering to the same
concepts that allowed him to put his own
advice to work for himself.
Having previously paid off his home in
1999, he now holds the titles – free and
clear – to his two commercial properties
located on University Blvd., here in the
neighborhood where he lives. Some folks
may be asking, so what?
The Jacksonville native managed –
carefully and diligently – to do this in eight
years, during an economic downturn.
All the while he was steadily building his
business and now has reached the 1,000
client-account threshold.
While Hyers has good reason to rejoice,
the point he likes to make, loud and
clear, is that most people in this country
can do the same. “It takes commitment,
consistency, controlling your urge to
spend, knowing what to buy and how to
put it together” he says. “My contention

is that if people pay better attention to
many financial opportunities that are
around them every day, they can do better
for themselves – by paying off debt and
building for the future by keeping more of
what they earn.”
Hyers adds that “the average person is
so busy pedaling to get by that they don’t
take the time to stand back for a look at the
bigger picture.” One of the most gratifying
things he does is to work with someone
who might not realize that he or she has a
bigger starting base than they realize. For
example, someone who has left a former
employer can transfer assets from that
employer into a Roll-Over IRA where the
assets are in their name and they have
significantly more options for products to
invest in. “I’ve lived this,” says Hyers. “I
believe that what I’m teaching people can
change their lives in many cases.”
In general terms, what Hyers teaches
and preaches is that if you’re disciplined
and understand the concepts of deferred
income and capital-gains – versus earnedincome taxes – history teaches that you can
start small and, by investing in the right
places, most likely watch it compound
higher.
Capital Dimensions offers BOTH
commission-based and fee-based services,
the difference primarily being the level of
investment. “I work with people who have
less than the $100,000 required to make feebased investing worthwhile because I want
them to build to that threshold to benefit
from fee-based services,” Hyers explains.

Though he can’t guarantee anything,
he tells clients if they are consistent and
persistent – and receptive to the expertise
a ChFC and/or CFP brings to the table –
they have a good chance of doing better
than the average investor. To be specific,
“I teach my clients to do what I’ve actually
done (financially),” states Hyers.
The Southside financial planner is a
specialist in areas of wealth-creation,
retirement-planning, estate-planning,
education-planning, home-mortgage loans
and wealth-protection. In addition to being
a ChFC and Chartered Life Underwriter
(CLU), Hyers has completed the majority
of courses required for a Certified
Financial Planner (CFP) designation.
A double major in history and
economics also comes in handy, as it
allows him to use statistics from the past to
project the future (using cause and effect
from similar historical circumstances)
and explain to clients what has happened
and what may happen. That is comforting
to clients who may not have the kind
of perspective that keeps them from
panicking in down markets. This unique
blend has allowed Hyers to pick up clients
in 10 states, most by referral from satisfied
clients.
In 2008 when the stock market dropped
48%, Capital Dimensions clients lost, on
average, less than 30%. “The investments
I make with my clients’ understanding
and agreement do slightly better than the
market when it’s up and clearly not as bad
when it goes down” he says.
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Sid Gefen
BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Sid Gefen is a bundle of energy. At
93, his health can often be frustrating,
but it doesn’t slow down his enthusiasm, drive, and dedication to help better the city he has called home for 72
years.
Gefen is still a sought-after, popular
leader and advocate who excelled in

almost too many industries to list.
Yet it is his 40-year history of
community and non-profit work –
after a series of profitable careers
– that is possibly his greatest legacy, aside from the grandchildren
and great-grandchildren that light
up his life. The Sidney J. Gefen
Riverwalk Park on the Northbank
Riverwalk is another reflection of
his living legacy, as the naming rights
of parks are reserved for those who
have passed. It took a special waiver
through city council passage- another
exception to the rule, something Gefen
has been his entire life.
“I love working on things to help
bring Jacksonville alive,” said Gefen,
who today serves as President of the
Eric Friedheim Foundation, the philanthropic trust set up in 2002 after the
death of Gefen’s best friend.
Friedheim, a journalist and publisher
of magazines and travel guides,
became a close friend after the two
were introduced in West Palm Beach
social circles. As Gefen developed
trade shows around the globe, the two
traveled extensively and partnered to
unveil new options around the world

for travelers and tourism industry
professionals.
Knowing Friedheim never had children, Gefen’s guidance of the
Foundation has helped to deliver
scholarships to promising University
of Florida students attending the Eric
Friedheim Tourism Institute. The
school has developed an entire department dedicated to the study of
tourism, recreation and sports development. “Quite ironic, my friend is sending children he never had to school,”
Gefen said, “he would be happy
knowing this was achieved on his
behalf.”
A Jacksonville resident since 1941,
Gefen came here to repair aircraft at
NAS Jax just before the start of
WWII, he arrived with thirty-five
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dollars in his pocket and the rest is
history. Gefen has done enough in the
course of his one lifetime to fill up
several. He owned Duval Marine,
invested in real estate, entered and left
the car dealership business, began
working in electronics and selling and
repairing TVs (even building four
launch pads at Cape Canaveral) and
branched into outdoor advertising,
ultimately selling a lot of that business
to Clear Channel and CBS.
Somehow along the way, he found
time to marry Jacksonville native Lois
Isaac, start a family and raise three
daughters. The family became active
members of the Ahavath Chesed congregation, where Gefen still worships
today. Matter of fact, Gefen attended a

AUGUST 2013

musical celebration to showcase
the prosperity of programming, illustrating the impact of his generosity
and gift giving to the cultivation of
music at The Temple.
When Gefen sold Duval Marine, he
began looking around for something
else to do – and it didn’t take long for
the phone to ring with the governor of
Louisiana asking for his help putting
on boat show. The
successful venture
helped lead to the
creation of
International
Productions, a company dedicated to
staging and producing trade shows,
including The
Florida Huddle
that annually
showcased
Florida’s tourism.
International
Productions grew
to be the largest
organization of its
kind, staging six
to 10 international trade shows a year around the
world. Gefen sold that business in
1982 to 3M. He was awarded a
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2010
from the University of Florida College
of Health and Human Performance for
his contributions to Florida tourism.
While Gefen still has an incredible
head for business and a seemingly
Midas-like touch with whatever he
dabbles in, his heart and soul for the
last few decades has been dedicated to
his family (wife Lois, who passed
away in 2012, three daughters, seven
grandchildren and great-grandchildren)
and his beloved city of Jacksonville.
He served for 10 years as a board
member of the University of Florida
Faculty Clinic. And his passion continues to help Jacksonville fulfill a
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healthcare initiative to become a
regional leader in the industry, something that was started, he said, more
than 25 years ago.
“Jacksonville has missed the boat
on a lot of things,” said Gefen.
“Disney’s first choice was the area
where World Golf Village was today,
but that didn’t happen. There used to
be four major banks here, and they all
left. We used
to be an insurance hub, but
those companies have all
left. Twentyfive years ago,
the Mayo
Clinic came
here, the
University of
Florida began
their healthcare
partnership
here, Johnson &
Johnson is headquartered here
and we have the
Proton Therapy
center – healthcare is a great opportunity for us.”
When asked where he gets his motivation, Gefen names the most influential book of his life – My Years at GM
by Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. And many more
business tips and life lessons can be
found in Gefen’s own book, Climb
Another Mountain, Plant Another
Tree. His second book, Still Climbing
Mountains, Still Climbing Trees, just
went to the publisher. Gefen plans on
donating all proceeds to charity.
“I read My Years at GM six times –
it showed me what it takes to succeed,” he said. “I was always able to
visualize what was gonna happen.
Then I just took everything one day at
a time. And most things happened to
become a big business.”
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I Love Dulce! – a situation comedy
Icon of dance defies description
BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A conversation with Dulce Anaya of
St. Nicholas is a street festival in
Havana.
Anaya’s expressive inflections
enhance her adorable accent. Her
reflections are a rollicking journey
through history in no sequential order,
embellished with anecdotes of famous
dancers such as Margot Fonteyn,
George Balanchine, her personal mentor Alicia Alonso; husbands she will
discuss, husbands she won’t; her first
performance of Giselle in 1944 (at the
age 12 she was one of Giselle’s “little
friends”); yesterday’s antics of her cat,
and being “kidnapped” in Munich by
actor Richard Harris long before Albus
Dumbledorf of Harry Potter fame.
Each telling blurs together in a hodgepodge of timelessness.
Her guileless expressions, emerald
green eyes, childlike countenance, animated manner, and diminutive size
explain the nickname Dolly.
She elaborates, “In Cuba I was
known as Dolly Wohnei. At American
Ballet Theatre they changed it back to
Dulce, then at Munich Opera Ballet
they did not like Wohnei and wanted
me to change that so I went into the
phone book and I picked out Anaya and
that is what I’ve been ever since.”
Each moment in her life is as vivid
as her execution of the steps in Black

Swan Pas de deux. Exuding energy,
spontaneity and youthfulness, she tells
story after story, hands gesturing gracefully. The listener is engrossed,
engaged, confused, amused, impressed,
mystified and thoroughly delighted.
Just talking about a trip to the grocery store for Anaya becomes an event
worthy of “I love Lucy.” Getting her to
relate information in a linear fashion
is…impossible. It’s easy to imagine a
little angel (or devil) sitting on her
shoulder saying in a Ricky Ricardo
voice, “Dulce, you’ve got some ‘splaining to do.”
Geri Travis, an Avondale resident,
who has performed in six of Anaya’s
full length production ballets says, “I
adore her. She is amazing, tireless; she
patiently puts up with her dancers’ idiocyracies, well, not always, after all we
are all drama queens; it is the nature of
what we do as performers. But Dulce is
the ultimate Prima Ballerina. This
dance business doesn’t call for wall
flowers! She brings such levity to class
and rehearsals. I am always amazed at
her knowledge – she knows every step
of every ballet – I guess she has danced
them all and directed them all. She
walks through every step with the children and the professionals that she
brings in to do the principal parts. She
teaches class all afternoon and into the
evenings, then does rehearsals – I cannot imagine how she does that, especially at her age.”
Director of Dulce Anaya School of
Ballet for over 33 years, a director of
Jacksonville Community Nutcracker

Ballet for 21 years, former soloist with
American Ballet Theatre, Prima
Ballerina of Stutgart Ballet, Hamburg
Opera Ballet, Munich Opera Ballet and
soloist with what is now the National
Ballet of Cuba, Anaya has had 27
dance partners and outlived 13 of them.
Her favorite ballet to perform is
Giselle “because of the acting but
Ondine really made my reputation.
Critics from all over the world came to
the German premier – it is a killer, very
technical. In Swan Lake I tried to make
myself big and tall; people would come
backstage and say, “Oh, you are so
small…you looked bigger on the
stage.” Laughingly Anaya adds,
“Mentally, I am tall.”
With her contagious joie de vive one
expects Anaya to leap up at any
moment, anywhere, and execute multiple entre chat quartes in her high heels.
Sue Barry, another dancer who has
worked with Anaya, says, “When she
wants dancers to rise higher on their
toes she yells, “Think stilettos!”
Anaya relates that when auditioning
for Mr. Balanchine in 1948 he admired
her technique and extensions but
thought she was too short and her hips
too wide. Her always supportive father
observed that Balanchine’s dancers
were “too long legged and looked like
ostriches.” Later on Mr. Balanchine
cast her in Euridyce which she thought
scandalous: “That costume was a unitard with what looked like pot holders,
one for each breast and the other on the
tummy and down. Mr. B said it would
be fine…I’d have long hair to cover

things up and it would be beautiful. So
I did it.”
Anaya is an exacting teacher with
professional expectations of her
dancers. “What in the world was that?
You are not doing that right – do it
again!” The repetition frequently
becomes innumerable times across the
dance floor until students meet her
standard. Nothing escapes her – every
pointed or unpointed toe, movement of
the arm or fingers; every nuance of
classical ballet is subject to her discerning criticism. As one dancer observed,
“At first I took it personally but then I
realized everyone was subject to her
criticism and we were all better for it.”
Numerous dancers who trained with
her now perform in professional dance
companies or are dance educators
throughout the world. When asked to
describe Anaya, a former student says,
“Describe Dulce? Seriously? How can
anyone describe Dulce? I mean, I love
Dulce…it’s just that, well…she’s just
Dulce!”
That seems to be the
consensus…there are regular people
and then there is Dulce Anaya – who
cannot be described so much as
experienced.
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Miller still wielding gavel at
woodworkers club

On July 1, on behalf of Mayor Alvin
Brown and the City of Jacksonville,
Beth Meyer, manager of disabled services, presented an official proclamation
declaring July 1, 2013 as Pine Castle
Day in recognition of 60 years of service to the community.
Pine Castle was the first school for
children with developmental and intellectual disabilities in Florida and one of
the first in the nation.
The parents and their supporters
were dedicated to ensuring that children with disabilities had a fair and
equal chance at a meaningful and
rewarding life, including employment.
These were pioneers who blazed a trail
of caring with vision and dedicated
service to Jacksonville 60 years ago.
The event was attended by State
Senator Aaron Bean (4th District);
District 4 Councilman Don Redman;
Jon May, Pine Castle executive director, and Alma Perchy, Pine Castle
founding family member, among
others.

Jon May, Pine Castle’s
Executive Director, presented
a plaque of appreciation to
Bill Bishop, who started as a
student there at age 4, and
rarely missed a day
since 1958

During the ceremony, May presented a plaque commemorating the
longest participation at Pine Castle to
Bill Bishop who has participated in
their programs since 1958. The ringing of the original Pine Castle School
bell also honored Pine Castle’s 60year legacy of service to the community.
Pine Castle is located at 4911
Spring Park Road in the St. Nicholas
area. For information call (904) 7332650 or visit www.pinecastle.org.
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60 years serving
disabled adults and
making a difference

wood.” Right now Miller is making
wood cards for birthdays, anniversaries and illnesses.
The JAX Woodworkers
Club was started in 1989
and has created and provided over 40,500 wooden toys since then to 15
organizations that collect
toys for children at
Christmas.
“There are a lot of
good people out there and
our bunch is good people,” Miller said about the
club’s members. “Most of
our members are old and
we’d like to recruit
younger woodworkers.”
The club meets the third Saturday
of each month for lunch and meeting
at St. John’s Seafood. More information about the club and its meetings
can be found at
www.jaxwood workers.org.

Affordable Home Care Services
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Margaret Miller is an old hand at
running the JAX Woodworkers Club.
“I think I’m serving my
fourth or fifth time as
president,” the 85-yearold long-time woodworker said.
Miller worked for
First Federal Bank in
charge of branch repairs
and after leaving the
bank in 1991, she decided to take up a hobby
full-time and started
making wood crafts, and
going to craft shows.
The University Park resident still works in her
garage shop several days a week…and
still sports all her fingers.
“The router is boss,” she said. “I’ve
had close calls. Don’t use the router
unless you’ve got a clear mind and are
not in a hurry. The planer will play
tricks on you and kick back the
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Public, private, parochial
schools gearing up for start
of new school year
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Finishing summer reading and
checking school supply lists are just
part of the process to get ready to go
back to school, according to Deirdre

Conner, Director of Advocacy &
Communications for the Jacksonville
Public Education Fund.“For parents,
teachers and advocates for public education, now is the time to get informed
about the current state of our school
system and upcoming changes that
will affect all of our city’s schools.”
What schools are in your neighborhood, and how are they performing

academically? What's happening with
the revised calculation of School
Grades? What’s in the new Duval
County Public Schools budget? You
can find all of this information and more
at www.jaxpef.org.
Conner also noted that another
important issue everyone should be
aware of is the transition to Common
Core standards.The Common Core

standards are set to be implemented
next school year (2014-15) and many
teachers in Duval County are already
using them or being trained to use
them.
“These standards don’t guide what is
taught in classrooms; rather, they outline
what standards students at each grade
level should be able to meet in order to
be well-prepared for college and the
workforce,” said Conner.
Learn more about the standards at
get2core.org.You can find parent
guides about Common Core standards
on a special website of the Duval
County Council of PTAs,
www.iadvocateforkids.org.

New start times for Duval County Public Schools
With the Aug. 19 opening of school right
around the corner, Duval County Public
Schools (DCPS) is gearing up for the 20132014 school year with the launch of several
new programs and offerings designed to
improve achievement levels and the services
provided to students, families, educators, and
communities.
Parents should be aware of the adjustments to the regular school start times.
Elementary schools will convene from 8:30

a.m. to 3 p.m., middle school from 9:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and high school from 7:15 a.m. to 2
p.m. There are 28 schools with alternate times,
so visit www.duvalschools.org for a list of
these exceptions.
Dr. Nikolai P. Vitti, Superintendent of Duval
County Public Schools, has identified key initiatives and budget priorities aligned to the
Board-approved strategic plan that includes
four new focus areas: develop great educators and leaders; engage parents, caregivers

and community; ensure effective, equitable,
and efficient use of resources; and develop
the whole child.
In an effort to promote and increase
accountability from all students for safety and
discipline, DCPS is launching an anti-bullying
hotline. Students and community members
can dial 390-CALL to leave an anonymous tip
with a member of the support team.

Bolles raises bar for language arts curriculum
As part of an ongoing
commitment to providing the
most current and effective models of curriculum in
Northeast Florida and the country, The Bolles School
will adopt a new language arts program for lower
school students beginning in the fall of 2013, called
Best Practices Using a Workshop Model, an instructional model with greater opportunities for students
to practice and master each skill and strategy in a
hands-on environment. As part of the new practice,
students will work independently, with a peer, in small
groups and directly with the teacher. The result is that

students will apply the skills and strategies they learn
for mastery.
Bolles is the only private school among the
Florida Council for Independent Schools in Northeast
Florida to provide the Best Practices model, already
established at several of the country’s top private
schools.
“Bolles has a reputation for setting the bar for
regional academic standards at a very high level,
and the adoption of Best Practices Using a Workshop
Model is a continuation of that practice,” said Scott
Smith, Associate Head of School/Academic Dean.

“Establishing a firm foundation
in reading helps our students
surpass standard achievement measures
in all areas of study as they move into
middle and upper school.”
Added Lower School Language Arts
Specialist Kathy Rawlins,“The earlier children
are exposed to a greater variety of books
and printed text, the earlier strategies are
developed and mastered allowing for
deeper comprehension and interpretation
of the language.”

duPont Middle School brings in iPads, establishes Rho Kappa
gained valuable insight into how to inteAlfred I. duPont recently inducted over
and will also complete projects and host
Honor Society
grate iPad technology across all content
50 students into Rho Kappa Honor
academic competitions based on Social
Marilyn Barnwell, principal at Alfred I.
duPont Middle School, shared that 150
iPads were purchased for students’ use in
the classroom.
“In June, our technology team attended classes from the ISTE (International
Society for Technology in Education)
Conference via live streaming where we

areas,” said Barnwell. “We will also
strengthen the work of our Professional
Learning Communities and will train our
Leadership Team during pre-planning on
how to identify Learning Targets, Develop
Common Assignments, and Assessments
and how to collaborate using the Lesson
Study Model.”

Society, a historical honor society sponsored by the Florida Council for the Social
Studies. Alfred I. duPont Middle School is
the first middle school in Duval County to
establish a chapter of Rho Kappa Honor
Society. New Rho Kappa members will
take on at least two community service
projects during the 2013-2014 school year

Studies content.
“We will continue to offer wrap around
services such as TEAM UP and before and
after school tutoring,” Barnwell continued.
“We will also add Saturday School this
year to help prepare our students for the
rigors of the new Common Core
Curriculum.”

Episcopal working to expand international programs
The Episcopal School of Jacksonville’s
new International Programs Director,
Chantal Dulieu, who also teaches Spanish,
is working to expand the international program opportunities offered to ESJ students.
The first step in this expansion is to offer ESJ
Chinese language students the opportunity to travel to Beijing and Shanghai for a
two-week cultural and language immersion
program in the summer of 2015.
Dulieu just returned from China, where

she met with the CISabroad site director of
Beijing area, in order to begin constructing
the school’s 2015 study abroad trip to
Beijing and Shanghai.
“I was warmly welcomed by the
Chinese, and enjoyed every moment of my
visit! Every moment was a learning experience for me, and I cannot express how
grateful I am to have walked through this
experience prior to orchestrating a program for our students,” said Dulieu.“I am

much more confident in this role having
been to each city and met with all who will
be involved in building our specially customized program. I know that this will be an
extremely special experience for our students and I am thrilled to play a role in
their opportunity to visit China.”
The preliminary program includes three
hours of interactive classes at the Living the
Language Mandarin School in Beijing
each morning. Students also will partici-

pate in excursions to various historical and
cultural attractions during the afternoons
and evenings, including Tiananmen
Square, The Forbidden City, The Great Wall,
The Summer Palace, and The Temple of
Heaven. For the last four days of their trip,
Episcopal students will not take classes, but
will visit Shanghai to apply all that they
have learned and to experience the historical and cultural attractions that the city
has to offer, as well as visit nearby cities.

Now with Two Locations!
FLEMING ISLAND
1530 Business Center Drive, Suite 1
Orange Park, FL 32003
(904) 215-4221

OAKLEAF TOWN CENTER
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Suite 101
Jacksonville, FL 32222
(904) 404-4444

Dr. Elaine S. Martinez
Se Habla Español

www.DrElaineMartinez.com
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/dremartinezkoziol

CareCredit®
Military and major
insurances accepted.
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Summer construction projects enhancing all Bolles campuses
Summertime has been anything but restful on all four
campuses of The Bolles School.
One of the most critical projects has been underway
along the St. Johns River. As part of an important initiative to
protect 1,500 feet of riverfront on the Bolles Upper School San
Jose and Lower School Whitehurst Campuses, Bolles leaders
are implementing plans for key shoreline protection systems
along the school’s St. Johns River frontage.
“The St. Johns River is one of our school’s greatest and
most beautiful assets,” said Nancy Greene, Associate
Head/Finance and Operations at The Bolles School.“We
have been studying this issue and the best course to pursue
for several years, and are elated this important riverfront work
has begun.”
Building renovations also have been important improvements underway this summer.The Bolles Upper School

The bulkhead improvements – which already have approvals from the
state Department of Environmental Protection, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the City of Jacksonville – began in July and are expected to be complete in November 2013

San Jose Campus projects have included new classroom
flooring, remodeling work in the infirmary; the McGehee
Auditorium bathrooms; the Human Resources house; the
Cassidy Aquatic Fitness Center; the main stairwell in Bolles
Hall; Swisher Library; and the band room in the Independent
Life Music Building.The Bolles Middle School Bartram
Campus Bookstore also has received a major overhaul this
summer, Greene said.That work included the installation of
new air intakes and ionizers, new marmoleum flooring in
many campus buildings and improved HVAC systems.
Bolles Lower Schools’ projects include remodeling and
expansion of the Whitehurst Campus’ two Kindergarten classrooms while at the Ponte Vedra Beach Campus, new
canopies, stairs and landscape and beautification have
been the focus.

San Jose Episcopal rebrand Early Learning Grade program
San Jose Episcopal Day School has been a
busy place this summer getting ready
for the return of students in August,
according to Sara Sewell, Director of
Development.
The Early Learning Grades have
been re-branded as the San Jose
Episcopal Day School Early Explorer’s Program.
Pre-K3 and Pre-K4 will spend their days exploring
rainforests and jungles of the world in their newly
renovated classrooms, while the kindergarten will
explore Australia’s coasts and Great Barrier Reef.
Since 2006, SJEDS has offered a formal Global

Studies program with in-house based curriculum
and content. This year’s country of study for the
Global Studies program will be Russia. The annual Art Day event also focuses on the featured
country.
San Jose will also participate in an afterschool basketball program comprised of teams
from other area independent schools. Divisions
will be offered for 5th/6th Grade Boys Team,
3rd/4th Grade Boys Team and 4th/5th/6th
Grade Girls Team.
Since 1950, San Jose Episcopal Day School
has had a long standing tradition of educating

the entire child in mind, body and spirit. This year
will find an increased focus on S.T.E.A.M. (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) instruction, including the newly developed Inspire Speaker’s Series for the Upper level
grades.
The newly created Julia Farris Memorial
Garden, including a water feature and Maltese
Cross, will be dedicated and blessed in early fall.
This garden was built in memory of Julia Farris, a
long-standing church member and the school
librarian for 30 years.

Episcopal names new coaches
JJ Porter has been selected as the new
head cross country coach, having most
recently served as an assistant cross country and track coach for Episcopal.
“Coach Porter’s ability to connect with
our student athletes and get the most out
of them is something that stood out during
his year as our assistant coach. He always
placed the student-athlete’s best interest
first, which is what you want out of your

leader,” said Episcopal Director of
Athletics, Andy Kidd.
Jake Glore has been selected as the
new Wrestling program director and
comes to Episcopal after a successful
college career at the University of
Missouri, and most recently as an assistant coach at the Bolles School.
“Coach Glore’s experience wrestling at
the highest level of collegiate athletics is

something I am confident will benefit our
student athletes at Episcopal. He is passionate about coaching and serving as a

mentor. Coach Glore is a great fit for
Episcopal,” Kidd said.
John Dwyer has been selected as the
new girls’ basketball program director. John
is entering his 10th year as a member of
the Episcopal faculty and coaching staff.
“I am excited to have a coach with
John’s level of experience and leadership,”
said Kidd.“He has a strong understanding
of what it takes to be successful at
Episcopal as evidenced by his ability to
consistently produce winning teams.”
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Episcopal grads
pole vaulting for
Air Force
Academy
Paige Shirley, San Jose, Episcopal
Class of 2010, will be pole vaulting for
the Air Force Academy next year.
Shirley has been attending the Air
Force Academy since her freshman
year, and will complete her senior year
in 2014.
While in high school at Episcopal, Shirley
and Emily Smithwick (Ortega, Episcopal Class of

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

2012) won three individual
pole vault state titles in four
years; Shirley in 2009 and
2010, and Smithwick in
2012.
“We are extremely proud
to have two alumni athletes
competing at the Air Force
Academy – one of our country’s most challenging higher
education institutions – in
2013-2014. Emily and Paige
were both strong studentathletes while at Episcopal
and I am confident that they
are prepared to meet the
academic, athletic and leadership challenges of
the Air Force Academy,” said Andy Kidd,
Episcopal’s Director of Athletics.

Aquatic Director a world-class coach

He has been called “the hottest name in
swim coaching” by national swim magazines,
leading some to wonder “what’s in the water
at Bolles?”
Bolles Head Coach/Aquatics Director
Sergio López Miró traveled to the Barcelona
2013 15th FINA World Championships last
month with Bolles Sharks swimmer Charlie

Houchin, who earned a spot on
the Team USA World
Championship Team. López was
also one of 13 appointed ambassadors at the world trials, which
were held in his hometown.
Then the San Jose resident will
head to the 2013 FINA Junior
World Championships in Dubai in
mid-August as an assistant coach
for Team Singapore with Bolles
swimmer and boarder, Joseph
Schooling.
López is a former international
top swimmer from Spain, who
won the bronze medal in the 200 meters
breaststroke at the 1988 Summer Olympics in
Seoul. After serving as the head coach for the
men’s and women’s swim teams at West
Virginia University in Morgantown, WV, he
became the head swimming coach at The
Bolles School in 2007.
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Jacobson named Fellow at Kent
State’s Reynolds HSJ Institute
San Marco resident Anna
Jacobson, an active Bolles
club sponsor and journalism
teacher, was one of 34 journalism teachers from 21 states
attending the 2013 Reynolds
High School Journalism
Institute at Kent State
University in Ohio this summer.
The institutes are intensive,
two-week journalism training
programs for secondary school
teachers. They are hosted by
five universities and are funded by the Donald
W. Reynolds Foundation, according to the HSJ
Institute website.
Jacobson, named a 2013 Fellow at the
Reynolds High School Journalism Institute at
Kent State, said she was getting a lot out of
her experience. As part of her studies, she
worked with a team of three other teachers to
write a feature piece about the Muslim community in Kent, Ohio.
“I spent two days following Muslim families
through their Ramadan fast and ritual prayers

and daily life. I have learned so much,”
Jacobson said.
Some of the highlights of the program
included sitting in on the afternoon news
meeting of The Akron Beacon newspaper,
attending and reviewing an outdoor theater
production of “Working: A Musical” and pizza
night in the dorm while teachers finished their
portfolios, Jacobson said.
“One added benefit of the institute has
been remembering what it’s like to be a student keeping track of assignments and due
dates!” said Jacobson.

Eagle Scout project provides a much
needed break area to Pine Castle

On June 8, Paul Adair (front, center) led a group of 30 Boy Scouts and Scoutmasters from
Troop 473 in performing his Eagle Scout Service Project for Pine Castle. Adair raised money to
buy four picnic table sets, which the group assembled, sanded, waterproofed and placed in a
beautiful shaded area for Pine Castle program participants to enjoy during breaks from training on
campus. Troop 473 is sponsored by and meets weekly at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Mandarin.

Bolles teacher goes back to school
Mark Hoey, a longtime
Bolles mathematics teacher
and golf/lacrosse coach, went
to summer school at Harvard’s
Graduate School of Education.
He took an innovative course
called “The Future of
Learning,” a three-day class
that explored a wide range of
topics, including how “societal
changes and technological
advancements in the early
21st century affect educational practice and the way

Camp Corky
perseveres
despite rain
Charles “Corky” Rogers, who has
coached high school football for 41
years including alma mater R.E. Lee
High School, conducted his 23rd
annual football camp at The Bolles
School last month, despite very rainy
days. Campers at the week-long football camp lined up on the last day to
get Coach Rogers to autograph their
camp t-shirts. Last year Rogers led
the Bolles football team to a 9-1 regular season record and runner-up in the
class 4A state football championship.
Two of Rogers own grandsons participated in the camp at the San Jose
campus.

students learn,” according to
the course description.
Hoey hopes to integrate
them into his own teaching curriculum at The Bolles School.
“This will allow me to get
ideas and enable me to readily
adapt to the ever-changing student in today’s society,” Hoey
said. “After teaching for 19
years, it is important to accept
the changing child and to be a
more universal educator.”
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Assumption school – celebrating 90 years

A legacy is maintained by
both church and school
Assumption School was first
opened in 1923 by four nuns of the
Sisters of St. Joseph and had 110 students. It was originally located on
Gary Street next to the old
Assumption Church. After the City
acquired the Gary property to make
way for the expressway in 1954, it
moved into the former MerrillStephens Shipping Office at 2431
Atlantic Boulevard where it operates
today adjacent to Bishop Kenny High
School. Assumption Catholic Church
is celebrating its 100th anniversary
this year while Assumption School
celebrates its 90th anniversary. Many
families in Southside have seen generations of their family, from greatgrandfathers and grandmothers down
to great-grandchildren, attend and

In 1943 Assumption Catholic School children await their first day of kindergarten. Dressed in their
finest school clothes they anticipate the day ahead, just as children of today. Pictured are: Catherine
Long, Clinton McCall, Buddy Rayburn, Mary Ann Bryant and Inez Fitzpatrick.
Photo credit: Southbank Sojourn: A Photograph Journey Through the Early Days of San Marco and South Jacksonville, 2010.

graduate from the school.

The sixth grade class of Assumption
Catholic School poses for a picture
in 1949. They look like typical sixth
graders with the girls dressed up
and the boys ready for a game of
baseball. Shown in the picture are
Clint McCall and Mary Ann Bryant
who also appear above in their
kindergarten day picture. Pictured
are Clint McCall, Kenneth
Parmenter, Conrad Gunti, Jerry
Snellgrove, Pat Mulrennan, and Jay
Robinson in the front row. In the
back row, Ann King, Mary Ann
Bryant, Angela Akra, Rita Mehen,
Barbara Johnson, Charlotte Gunti,
Jean Peters, and Gretchen Oetjen.
Photo credit: Southbank Sojourn: A Photographic
Journey Through the Early Days of San Marco and
South Jacksonville, 2010.

St. Teamwork
After seven seasons of professional football, Tony
Boselli thought he had beaten all of life’s toughest
challenges—until he needed hip replacement
surgery. The Orthopedic Center of Excellence at
7X:MRGIRX´W,IEPXL'EVIFIGEQILMW½VWXVSYRHTMGO
His new team led him to victories in both surgery
and rehabilitation. The doctors and nurses went
above and beyond, providing the medical excellence
XS LIPT8SR] WXEKI E GSQIFEGO JSV LMW EGXMZI
lifestyle. Tony was so pleased with his results, we
could swear he was doing a touchdown dance.

Fo r m o re o n h ow St . Vin ce nt ’s Heal thCare g o e s abov e and b e y o n d , v i sit ja xh eal th .co m

