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Transit workshops
hone in on San Marco
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

The Fifth Annual Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore Slam Fishing Tournament was a big success. A whopping
77 boats registered for the competition, according to event organizers. Top honors went to the team of Scott
and Connie O'Brien whose slam weighted 14.84 pounds. Terry Sturgeon placed second in the slam competition with a total of 13.76 pounds. The tournament was held at Beach Marine. Proceeds from the event go
to the Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship Fund at Bishop Kenny High School.

It is not unusual to see
Jacksonville’s infamous
Skyway traveling its limited
2.5-mile downtown route
without any passengers. Many
have criticized the Jacksonville
Transportation Authority’s
“boondoggle” for “going
nowhere” and suggest that is
the reason it is often sans riders.
But San Marco engineer
Doug Skiles has a different
view.
“It’s not that it doesn’t go
anywhere," he said. "It’s that it
doesn’t start anywhere.”
To help change that, Skiles
and 50 other city planners, residents and business owners
recently took part in two
Transit-Oriented Development
public workshops sponsored
by JTA and focusing on San
Marco.
“TOD encourages mixeduse development around transit stations or within a transit
corridor,” Skiles said. “So, for
example, the Skyway would
have stops within walking distance of residential areas, so it

would make sense for people
to take it into work. TOD
greatly reduces the need for
cars and increases the walkability of an area.”
The workshops were part of
a process that began two years
ago in cooperation with the
city planning department and
produced two documents:
Policy Framework for TOD,
which presents a high level
overview, discussing typologies for stations and examining how TOD fits into different types of neighborhoods;
and Design Guidelines, which
focuses on the specifics of
TOD design including scale,
density models and form vs.
traditional zoning practices.
“With that data in hand, we
then set out to identify a location to do a Station Area
Master Plan,” said James
Boyle, JTA’s regional transportation planner and project
manager for commuter rail.
While they looked at 18 different locations, including
Riverside/ Avondale, down
town and Springfield, San
Marco was chosen.
“We went with San Marco
See TRANSIT on page 7

Gary Danciger and David Barton display last
year’s spoils. Find out how to get your own this year
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .see page 20
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Time to consider your vote!
If the growing number of candidate signs in
neighborhood yards are any indication, election
season 2012 is beginning to heat up along with
the summer temperatures.
All candidates still running for an office have
qualified. The primary election is Aug. 14 with
early voting Aug. 4-11. Anyone wanting to register or change their party affiliation must do so
by July 16.
The general election is slated for Nov. 6.
Pools will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the
deadline to register is Oct. 9. Early voting is
Oct. 27 through Nov. 3 and all early voting loca-

tions and times will be published on www.duval
elections.com prior to the election, according to
the Duval County Elections Office voter guide.
Here’s how the candidate list for some key
local and state races are shaping up. The following candidates qualified to run via paying a
fee or collecting signatures. The list includes
some of the following local races:
• State Senator, District 4: Aaron Bean, REP;
Kyle Alexander Bedran, WRI; Patrick Dewayne
Mency, WRI; Nancy Soderberg, DEM; and Mike
Weinstein, REP.
• State Senator, District 9: Audrey Gibson,
DEM; Cherron “CC” Newby, REP;
and Patricia A. Williamson, WRI.
• State Representative, District 11:
Janet H. Adkins, REP; Cord Byrd, REP; Dave
Smith, DEM; and Daniel F. “Walshie” Walsh,
WRI.
• State Representative, District 12:
Karen Morian (GRE); and Lake Ray, REP
• State Representative District 13:
Reggie Fullwood, DEM
• State Representative District 14:
Mia Jones, DEM; and Jonathan Loesche, LIB
• State Representative District 15:
Daniel Davis, REP
• State Representative District 16:
Charles McBurney, REP
• State Attorney: Angela Corey, REP
• Public Defender: William Charles “Chuck”
Fletcher, REP; and Matthew Shirk, REP
• Circuit Court Judge, Group 1: Melina E.
Buncome Williams, NOP; Brian Davis, NOP;
Donald B. Mairs, NOP; Greg Messore, NOP;
and Gerald L. Wilkerson, WRI.

• Circuit Court Judge Group 3:
Don H. Lester, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 6:
Robert M. Foster, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 14:
Thomas M. Beverly, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 15:
E. McRae Mathis, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 16:
Karen K. Cole, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 17: Peter
Dearing
• Circuit Court Judge Group 18:
Hugh Carithers, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 1:
Kevin Blazs, NOP
• Circuit Court Judge Group 24:
David Wiggins, NOP
• Circuit Court Group 29: Alvin Wellington
Barlow NOP; and Mark J. Borello, NOP
• Circuit Court Group 33:
Elizabeth “Libby” Senterfitt, NOP
• Circuit Court Group 34:
Suzanne Bass, NOP; and John Merrett, NOP
• Clerk of the Circuit Court: Jim Fuller, REP;
Ronnie Fussell, REP; Rick Hartley, WRI; Bill
Hodges, DEM; Brenda Priestly Jackson, DEM;
Averrell Maynard Thompson, NPA; and John
Winkler, NPA.
• School Board District 3: Andrew Coredek,
NOP; Jack Daniels, NOP; Suzanne Jenkins,
NOP; and Ashley Smith Juarez, NOP.
• School Board District 7: Coree Cuff, NOP;
Jason Fischer, NOP; Lori Harrell Hershey, NOP;
Jon Heymann, NOP, Frank Swanson, NOP;
John Turner, NOP
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• (Candidates from School Board District 1
and 5 not listed)
• County Court Judge Group 2:
Robert Arias, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 3:
Brent D. Shore, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 4:
Pauline M. Drake, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 7:
Emmet F. Ferguson III, NOP
• County Court Judge, Group 8:
Sharon H. Tanner, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 9:
James A. Ruth, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 11:
Charles G. Cofer, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 12:
Ruth Ann Hepler, NOP; Michelle Kalil, NOP;
and Rhonda Peoples-Waters, NOP
• County Court Judge Group 17:
Dawn Hudson, NOP
• Soil and Water Conservation District Group
1: Sebastian Alexander, NOP; Keith Gooch, Sr.,
NOP; Aleander Pantinakis, NOP
• Soil and Water Conservation District Group
2: Evelyn Conley, NOP; Daniel L. Henry, NOP;
Dave Milton, NOP; James Joseph Morton,
NOP; Greg Tison, NOP
• Soil and Water Conservation District Group
4: Brian Allen, NOP; Clifford Martin, Jr. (NOP);
Patrick McCain, NOP; and Angie Nixon, NOP.

CORRECTION: Bonnie Hayflick is the public relations director for The Hoffman
Agency and PR agency of record for Regency Centers. The Resident misidentified
her in the June 2012 issue.
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FDOT spending $60 million on neighborhood real estate
Right-of-way purchase
includes 151 sites,
including The Doll
House
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The state Department of
Transportation is spending $60 million on neighborhood real estate as it
clears the path for the $384 million
Overland Bridge replacement project.
The state's local shopping spree
means demolition for many area
homes and relocation for some area

churches and businesses — including
The Doll House, which is expected to
vacate its iconic Atlantic Boulevard
location in the near future.
"That's a large amount of right-ofway to purchase for this project, it's a
lot of money," said local FDOT
spokesman, Mike Goldman. He said it
is one of the highest dollar amounts
he recalls the agency ever spending on
right-of-way properties in recent
years.
The agency is acquiring 151 sites
in the San Marco and St. Nicholas
area through eminent domain transactions with local home and business
owners. The FDOT needs the sites to
accommodate the replacement and

The Doll House is located on property FDOT
needs for its Overland Bridge expansion project

expansion of the Interstate 95 bridge,
which is deteriorating. The construction expanse covers northbound and
southbound traffic on Interstate 95
and spans Hendricks, Kings and
Montana avenues in San Marco, as
well as areas near Atlantic Boulevard,
Philips Highway and I-95 in St.
Nicholas. During the past year, FDOT
has been working with local property
owners and attorneys to acquire and
raze the 151 needed sites so construction on the bridge replacement can
commence by early 2013.
The $60 million right-of-way
acquisition costs are high, Goldman
said, because many of the properties
the FDOT needs are zoned for residential and commercial office use —
which increases their value.
"Although the neighborhood is residential, there is possibility for potential rezoning to secondary commercial

designation," Goldman said. "What
this means is some of the properties
we're buying might be worth a little
more than what appears on the tax
roles because of the zoning — and
that adds a little bit to the complexity
of the situation."
Bruce Homeyer, a local residential
real estate specialist with Watson
Realty Group, explained more about
the impact a commercial zoning might
have on the value or sale price of a
home in this neighborhood.
"With residential properties, you
can compare one residence to another
that's similar and do a workup of multiple properties and come to some sort
of conclusion about what a property is
worth based on its location, size, the
number of bedrooms and so forth,"
Homeyer said. "There is a similar
process for commercial properties that
has more to do with the intrinsic value

Your San Marco
Resident and Realtor!
1136 Marco
Place

Linda
Strickland
REALTOR®

$350,000

4226 San
Remo Drive
San Jose
pool home
$249,000
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Let PVPS be your first choice for anti-aging products and
rejuvenating treatments. For a FREE skin analysis, contact
our office at 904.273.6200.
Book your visit now and remember to have our licensed
Aestheticians or Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners
match you with the perfect skincare regimen for your
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Overland Bridge work
begins this summer
The Florida Department of Transportation has tapped Archer Western
Contractors, the firm which oversaw the interstate 10 and 95 project for the FDOT,
to lead the Overland Bridge project.
The selection of a contractor means work will soon begin on the $384 million
project that will affect many San Marco and St. Nicholas motorists and property
owners.
"We are going to be having an extensive series of public meetings," said local
FDOT spokesman, Mike Goldman.
He said the project includes about 3.5 years of design and construction. Designs
could be finished as early as August, with clearing and construction starting in late
2012 or early 2013, he said. The construction completion date is set for late 2015 or
early 2016.
The first public meeting may be in November or December, Goldman said.
Mailers and announcements will go out prior to the first meeting. While the concept
is not expected to change, Goldman said, there may be phasing differences than
what was previously presented.

Homes and buildings throughout the neighborhood have been claimed as eminent domain

of the property in terms of what it
can earn for the owner."
Goldman said acquired properties
are being demolished on an ongoing
basis according to their status and situation. Buildings on the chopping
block are marked with the lettering,
"DOT." Some structures contain
asbestos, for example, and they
require a different removal process.
Quite a few residential homes already
have been razed and Goldman said
additional structures still are in the
process of being acquired.
One of those buildings is The Doll
House, an adult nude entertainment
business that has long operated on

Atlantic Boulevard near the Interstate
95 overpass. The property, along with
several other commercial businesses
in the area bordered by Stephen
Street, Atlantic Boulevard and I-95,
will one day be the site of a retention
pond.
An offer has been made for The
Doll House, according to an employee
who answered the phone at the St.
Nicholas business and identified himself as someone who helps around the
business.
He said The Doll House is considering four of five other sites for a new
location, but did not identify any of
the potential addresses.
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Community effort gets Lee Adams mural back in public eye
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
For many years, it lived in a coffinlike box. Once it hung behind a couch.
And for many years, it was suspended
within splashing distance of middle
school cafeteria diners.
The historic mural, Ribault's
Landing, has had many homes since it
was first painted in 1958 by renowned
botanical artist, Lee Adams. But thanks
to the diligence of several local residents, the mural now has a more suitable "forever home" in the downtown
public library.
An installation ceremony for the
mural was held in early May at its new
location on the library's fourth floor.
The unveiling drew a host of neighborhood supporters including St.
Nicholas resident Lynn Corley, Ortega
resident Helen Lane and Riverside
artist, Jim Draper.
Corley, married to Ortega Baptist
Church pastor Ted Corley, has been
working to save the mural for more
than a decade.
"I began this campaign 10 years
ago," Corley said. "It was 10 years ago
when there was no downtown public
library."
The mural certainly has come a long
way since it was paint by Adams in
1958. But it hasn't traveled too far from
its roots. Originally commissioned by
Sears Roebuck & Co. for its downtown
flagship store, the 31-foot mural depicting Jean Ribault's landing 450 years
ago hung in the store's dining room.
"When the store closed in 1981, the

mural was very indelicately removed,"
said Corley, who added plans for a
$3,000 restoration and move to the
city's civic center, never were realized.
Somehow or another, the mural ended
up at Lee High School in Riverside —
in a box, known as "the coffin." A Lee
teacher used to remove the mural from
its casing once a year and share stories
with the students about Northeast
Florida's first inhabitants, the Hugenots
and the Timucua. Following a 1986 fire
at Lee, the mural was salvaged and
made its way to a new home with
slightly more prestige: a wall behind a
school administrator's office couch.
That's when Avondale resident Jim
Overton — former District 14 City
Councilman and current city property
appraiser — caught wind of the mural's
existence and condition. Corley said he
was able to get designated funds to
have the mural restored. Some hoped
the mural would be placed in the City
Hall building, but alas the mural would
not fit int the rotunda. The National
Park Service also wanted the mural, but
there was no room at the inn. La Villa
School for the Arts, however, it had
room — it made room. Corley said the
school built a special wall for the mural
in its cafeteria. And that's where it sat
for many years — behind trash cans,
with mops leaning up against it, Corley
lamented.
"This mural is the hidden history of
our city and shows the history of the
first Americans who were here 57 years
before the pilgrims," she said.
Momentum for the refurbishment
and permanent placement of the mural

Lynn Corley, center, helped Mayor Alvin Brown cut the ribbon for the unveiling of Ribault's Landing
at the downtown Library on May 1

really got going last year as plans for
the 450th anniversary of Ribault's landing approached. With help from the
Jacksonville Historical Society and the
Jacksonville Cultural Council, the
mural later was released from the
school board's possession and made its
way to the library — by way of
Riverside artist Jim Draper who assisted in the $10,000 mural refurbishment.

The ribbon-cutting was a culmination of a long journey — and also a
new beginning for the mural.
"This is a great opportunity to
remind people that it's there," Corley
said. "Two brides already have asked to
have pictures for their bridal photos
there. It's becoming a real thing of
interest for the library."

Cummer Museum highlights Mexican Art
The newest exhibition at the Cummer
Museum of Art and Gardens is well underway.
With the help of Bank of America and the Art
in Our Communities Program, the museum
brought Miradas: Ancient Roots in Modern and
Contemporary Mexican Art to Riverside
The exhibition is composed of paintings,
prints and photographs created over the past 80
years by Mexican and Mexican-American artists
such as Diego Rivera, Rufino Tamayo, Gabriel
Orozco, and Manuel Alvarez Bravo.
The survey of Mexican artwork reveals a variety of cultural aspects as they emerged in the
years after the Mexican Revolution (1910–1920)
to the present day.

Visitors to the Miradas exhibition will have
the opportunity to observe the works of a number of artists who have been attracted to and
inspired by Mexico’s ancient civilizations and
modern artistic theories.
“Miradas gives our community access to a
dynamic collection of culturally important works
of art, including many pieces that have never
been showcased in this region,” said the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens Director
Hope McMath.
The exhibition is currently on display and will
remain at the museum through Sept. 16.
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San Marco by Design: Residents
finish neighborhood planning vision
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

before presenting plans.
"We want to be proactive and not
reactive," Feinberg said. "We want
San Marco by Design, an intenthis neighborhood to be economicalsive one-year focus group study and
ly successful and to look good —
visioning strategy for San Marco's
and retail the character of San
commercial and residential core, is
Marco."
now complete and ready the action
The result of the study is a conphase. Organizers
ceptual, communihope the packaged
ty-vetted vision of
study will help betwhat North San
"We want this
ter define commuMarco could look
nity planning
like with proper
neighborhood to
parameters, design
planning and
be economically
and potential projdesign. The study is
ects as the neighnot a prescribed
successful
and
to
borhood looks
plan, but rather a
toward its future.
framework that will
look good — and
The smart
help regulate
retail the character
growth plan for
against bad design
North San Marco,
without being too
of San Marco.”
released last
rigid.
month, was sponFeinberg
Valerie
Feinberg
sored by several
described some of
San Marco Resident
local organizations
the study particiand individuals
pants' top concerns
including: the City
in her summary:
of Jacksonville planning and devel"Top issues that surfaced consistently
opment department; the San Marco
were transportation infrastructure
Preservation Society; Healthy Kids,
and safety; building form/height and
Healthy Jacksonville-Blue Cross
aesthetic quality, preservation of
Blue Shield; Baptist Hospital
parks and open space, infill developSystems; Regions Bank; Mike
ment and economic opportunity,
Balanky; Keith Kimbell; Eddie Fink: infrastructure and storm water manand Robert Harris. The final report
agement, and parking."
was produced by the Health Planning
Now the group is looking at ways
Council of Northeast Florida and
it can take the study's goals and turn
Flagg Design Studio and was
them into objectives and later
authored by San Marco resident,
strategy.
Valerie Feinberg.
"I don't think this needs to be too
The plan was sent to City
restrictive — we want it to be more
Planning Director Calvin Burney in
vision focused and expressive and
June. Organizers hope to set up a
keep it more fluid so we have the
meeting with Burney to discuss ways ability to react to changes in the marthe findings can be best utilized.
ket," said Doug Skiles, president of
Having the plan on file with the
San Marco Preservation Society.
city's planning office can help future
The study is available online at the
developers and business owners
preservation society's website,
determine the community's vision
www.smpsjax.org
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for our first ‘dry run’ because it has
many important components in place,”
Boyle said. “They have a downtown
area with great community involvement, an urban area with underutilized
locations on the Southbank and transitional areas with re-development taking
place.”
San Marco also has one of the city’s
first successful TODs at Kings Avenue
Station with the Kings Avenue Garage
and Hilton Hotel in close proximity to
the Skyway.
“The next phase is to have increased
residential development,” said Mike
Balanky, president of Chase Properties,
which developed the site. “We also see
the Kings Avenue corridor going retail,
with the Skyway connecting to transit
routes.”
In this instance, transportation came
first because the Skyway was in place.
But there is always a “chicken or egg”
component to TOD.
“Ideally what you have is privatepublic partnerships where developers,
JTA and the community come together
to create a TOD that grows all elements
together to best suit the area,” Balanky
said.
That “coming together” was the goal
of the JTA/TOD workshops. A variety
of ideas surfaced, but at the end of the

day it was all about “connectivity”:
Connecting all areas of the city to one
another through strategically placed
TODs and reliable light rail, trolley and
shuttle service.
“This is much bigger than San
Marco,” said Mark Rubin, a local developer who participated in the workshops.
“One of the complaints about
Jacksonville is that it’s too spread out.
Through TOD you could jump on a
train to the World Gulf Village or be in
St. Augustine for dinner in 20 minutes.”
JTA’s Boyle said that the documentation from San Marco will be used as a
guide to encourage developers to build
around transit stations. The data will
also be used to build a case for federal
dollars from the Federal Transit
Administration.
The San Marco plan cost $100,000 –
mostly for the two-year research studies, an economic impact analysis, consultants, advertising, documentation,
meetings and workshops – but further
plans will likely be less, Boyle said.
“The next step is to take what we
learned from San Marco and move into
other neighborhoods throughout the
city,” Boyle said. “Hopefully, the developers will follow.”
If that is the case, then the Skyway
will likely soon start from everywhere.

FOR MORE INFORMATION...
To read the JTA/TOD Design Guidelines:
http://www.jtafla.com/JTAFuturePlans/TOD/TOD-DesignGuidelines04.22.11.pdf

To read the JTA/TOD Policy Framework:
http://www.jtafla.com/JTAFuturePlans/TOD/TOD-PolicyFramework-04.22.11.pdf

Visit the JTA/TOD website:
www.jtafla.com/jtafutureplans/TOD
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Brookwood residents
bracing for impact
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Residents of Brookwood Road will
be keeping close watch on the installation of speed tables on River Oaks,
Lorimier and Dunsford roads this
summer. Their concern? The new
speed bumps may force new cutthrough traffic onto their quiet residential street.
The traffic calming measures from
neighboring streets are part of a comprehensive settlement agreement
between residents and the developer
of Philips Highway-area mixed-use
development, Jackson Square. River
Oaks, Lorimier and Dunsford roads
are the closest Hendricks Avenue-toPhilips Highway cut-through streets
to the development. Brookwood
Road, however, was never slated to
receive speed tables as part of the
negotiations. Now that the other
streets' speed tables are being
installed, Brookwood residents are
waiting to see if there will be any
notable fallout in terms of traffic or
noise. In no hurry to ask for major
changes, the residents are monitoring
vehicular activity and are prepared to
take action if the need arises.
"What we're doing right now is
observing — we don't want to jump
the gun and have things put in place
that aren't necessary," said Heather
Gollnick, a Brookwood Road resident

who has been a de facto communicator for the group on neighborhood
issues. "Right now we haven't seen
any kind of increase, but we're alert
— e're in a wait-and-see mode at this
point."
She said the neighbors feel confident in District 5 City Councilwoman
Lori Boyer's responsiveness. But they
have not yet addressed the issue with
her. They have been in contact with
San Marco Preservation Society about
their concerns via an email to SMPS
President Doug Skiles, but have not
called for a formal meeting on the situation.
"Our street has a high level of confidence in Lori that if we express concerns or present a solution, it will be
addressed right away," she said.
In the meantime, residents are considering the installation of "Slow
Children at Play" signs as a way to
start slowing motorists down. And the
group is staying in close contact with
any observations. They are listening
to each other's suggestions about
ways they can monitor, report and
possibly thwart any fast-moving, cutthrough traffic before it becomes a
problem. Some of the suggestions?
Make the road difficult to navigate by
parking cars on the curb and putting
yard waste and trash cans on the
street in an effort to make the road
narrower.
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God bless America:
Local museum provides
venue for citizenship ceremony

It was Susana Bocanegra's (center) big day as she naturalized from Venezuela to become a US
citizen, she is flanked by her friends Catherine Mercado and Iris Jimenez

The Bryan-Gooding Planetarium at
the Museum of Science and History
was showing its stars and stripes last
month.
The Southbank museum hosted 49
candidates for citizenship during a
special naturalization ceremony recognizing Flag Day. Officials with the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services department were unhand in
the museum's planetarium to administer the Oath of Allegiance to the 49

people who later became America's
newest citizens.
The local ceremony was one of
many naturalization ceremonies
around the country welcoming new
citizens as part of the 235th anniversary of the adoption of the United
States' national symbol, The Stars and
Stripes.
Museum citizenship candidates
hailed from 31 different countries
including Albania and Vietnam.

BEAUTY MEETS
COMMUNITY
It has been our pleasure to be
involved with “SOLACE FOR THE
CHILDREN”.
Each year my heart is touched by the
love and dedication of the host
families, the Doctors and the joy that
each child brings to them. At MAC
Hair we are grateful for the
opportunity to host them every year. A
little beauty goes a long way.
Our most heartfelt thanks go to the
organization for giving us the privilege
to work with your beautiful children.
Visit our website also for information
on our services, images of our work
and location, and visit www.s4tc.org to
find out about their wonderful work
and how you can help SOLACE FOR
THE CHILDREN.

“I am proud to have a team dedicated to
their business, that is eager to advance
their education, and that always strive to
earn the trust of their clients by their
display of passion for What they do.”

-Owner Margaret Misenar

Hair and Make Up: Colin Stuart / MAC Studio

Free Kevin Murphy Travel Pack
Book any service over $50.00
and receive our travel pack. Value $25.00.
(limit 1 per client, while supplies last)
Sojourn.
Buy 1 ltr. of conditioner get 1 ltr. of shampoo 1/2 off.

MAC Hair Studio

SOS, For Your Skin.
Allow Casey to nourish your skin with her Image Vital C
infusion facial. With service receive FREE brow wax,
shape and style.
Gift Cards available.

Coming Soon, Join Our Rewards Program
BECOME OUR FRIEND

www.machairstudio.com
FOLLOW US ALSO ON:

Come and visit our Hair Studio at
3831 Hendricks Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32207
(904) 399-2280
info@machairstudio.com • www.machairstudio.com
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Neighborhood school principals shuffle
Most of the neighborhood lower
schools in San Marco/San Jose face a
helm change for the 2012-2013
school year, according to a recent
report from Duval County Public
Schools.
Hendricks Avenue Elementary
School, San Jose Elementary School,
Landon College Preparatory School
and Alfred I. duPont Middle School
will have new faces behind the principal's desk when students return to
school this fall.
Highly regarded Landon principal,
Kelly Coker-Daniel, was tapped to
lead one of four new school over-

sight teams that
that recommendaHendricks Avenue Elementary
tion in order for it
will report to the
DCPS chief of
to be effective.
School, San Jose Elementary
schools. As part of
Longtime
School, Landon College
the restructuring,
Landon assistant
DCPS will have
Preparatory School and Alfred I. principal, Sarah
two elementary
duPont Middle School will have Bravo, will be
Landon's new printeams, one middle
new faces behind the
school team and
cipal.
one high school
Hendricks
principal's desk when students
Avenue Elementary
team. Coker-Daniel
return to school this fall.
was recommended
School lost its prinfor an executive
cipal, BR Rhoads
director position within the middle
this year when he announced his
school team. The Duval County
retirement. The school's new princiSchool Board, however, must vote on pal will be Lacy Healy, former prin-

Navy-Marine classic a slam-dunk for city

U.S. Secretary Ray Mabus joined
Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown to
share an exciting announcement:
Jacksonville will host the Navy-Marine
Corps Classic men's basketball game
featuring the University of Florida and
Georgetown University on Nov. 9.
The high profile game will be held
at Naval Air Station Mayport and is
expected to be broadcast nationally.
The Jacksonville Jaguars will help lead
weeklong military appreciation activities leading up to the game.
"The Navy is excited to work with
the city of Jacksonville and Naval
Station Mayport to bring the NavyMarine Corps Classic to the First
Coast," Mabus said. "The Navy is
America's Away Team; when we are on
the job, we operate forward around the
globe and often out of sight of the
American people. This is a unique
opportunity to showcase the Navy, and
to join together to honor our veterans
and active duty military."
Proceeds from this event will benefit

programs supporting Mayor Brown and
Jacksonville Jaguars owner Shad
Khan’s vision for transitional housing
for veterans.
Team leadership from both the
University of Florida and Georgetown
University are eager to compete — and
honor the area's military.
“We’re honored to take part in such
a special event, and one that brings
recognition to the United States Navy
and Marine Corps,” said University of
Florida head coach Billy Donovan.
“The U.S. Navy has a long and storied
history in the city of Jacksonville, and
this should be a truly special night.”
Georgetown University Head Coach
John Thompson III called the event
"historic."
“It is a tremendous honor for our
team to be involved with an event that
will recognize the contributions of the
United States Navy and all of our military," Thompson said. "It will be an
incredible learning experience for all
involved with our program."

cipal of John Stockton Elementary
School in Ortega Forest.
Charlene McEarl, assistant principal of nearby San Jose Elementary
School, will take Healy's place at
John Stockton.
Another major change in neighborhood school leadership is at
Alfred I. duPont Middle School,
where change-maker Teresa
Mowbray has been reassigned.
Mowbray has been named principal
of Fletcher Middle School. Mandarin
Middle School assistant principal
Marilyn Barnwell is the new principal at duPont.
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Visitng Afghan girls share a
‘beauty day’ at MAC Hair Studio

Left: MAC stylist Jenna Morgan gives new curls to an Afghan visitor. Right: The MAC team (center four, back row) including Margaret Misenar, Jenna
Morgan, Tiffney Whitehead and Courtney Hodges, shared their talent for beauty with eight Afghan girls and two Afghan interpreters visiting Jacksonville
through Solace for the Children Jacksonville.

MAC Hair Studio isn't usually open
on Mondays. But salon owner Margaret
Misenar threw out the welcome mat on
a rainy Monday last month for a group
of children visiting from Afghanistan.
MAC treated all of the young girls
and female interpreters from Solace for
the Children Jacksonville — as well as

their host sisters and mothers — to a
morning of beauty at the San Marco
shop. The girls are part of a group from
Afghanistan that has been in
Jacksonville since late May receiving
healthcare from local doctors, dentists
and therapists.
This is the third year Misenar has

planned a day of beauty for the Afghan
visitors.
During the session, girls were
offered new hair styles or cuts and
enjoyed refreshments and balloons. It
was the first visit to a salon for many of
the young ladies, who will be heading
back to Afghanistan in early July.

Local hospital ranks among best in the nation
Wolfson Children’s Hospital has been
ranked in six out of 10 categories in this
year’s U.S. News Media Group’s Best
Children’s Hospitals rankings. This year’s
rankings are double the number of categories the hospital ranked in last year.
The facility ranked among the top children’s hospitals in the nation for diabetes
and endocrinology, urology, neurology and
neurosurgery, cardiology and heart surgery,
cancer, and pulmonology.
“Wolfson Children’s Hospital deserves
high praise for its accomplishments,” said
Health Rankings Editor Avery Comarow.

2744 Fieldston Lane

1141 Peachtree Street

• Beautifully updated on
picture perfect street
• 3/1.5 in River Oaks

• Walk to Granada Park
and the duck pond
• 3/2 with beautiful kitchen

3639 Darnall Place

8414 Mizner Circle West

• Spacious on large lot with pool
and great new price
• 4/3 in Montclair

• Open, airy floor plan w/
new carpet and paint
• 2/2 in Villages of San Jose

“Our goal at U.S. News is to identify and call
attention to pediatric centers like this one.”
This year, U.S. News surveyed 178 pediatric centers to obtain hard data such as
availability of key resources and ability to
prevent complications and infections. The
hospital survey made up 75 percent of the
rankings score. A separate reputational survey completed the remaining 25 percent.
The full rankings and methodology are
available at www.usnews.com/childrenshospitals. The rankings will also be published in
the U.S. News Best Hospitals 2013 guidebook, which will be available in August.
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Cheers! Craft brewery, tap house get council nod for rezoning
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
There may have been a faint sound
of beer mugs clinking following a city
council meeting in early June. The
council approved rezoning plans for
two neighborhood
commercial properties — including the
proposed Aardwolf
Brewing Co. and tap
room on Hendricks
Avenue.
Representatives
of the new craft
brew company hope
to have the tap room
open by football
season.
The council's
Land Use and
Zoning committee
approved the ordinance requesting a
zoning change from IL to PUD in
early June in a 6-0 vote. The full
council approved the plans at its
meeting following.
Erik Olsen, whose son Preben is
one of the brewery's principals along
with associate Michael Payne, said
there is still much work to be done.
The group will begin a review of
improvements to the building's exterior, including landscaping, sidewalks
and minor parking improvements.
Then, they will pull permits for interior work necessary to build the tap

room and brewery in the building's
warehouse.
Olsen said Aardwolf has ordered
the brewery equipment, "which takes
about four months or more to fabricate and deliver." In the meantime,
Olsen said, Preben hopes to open the
tap room by fall and
sell craft beers from
other breweries in
the area and region.
Once beer production begins, however, the beer selection will change to
beers brewed by
Payne, former
brewer at Brewer’s
Pizza in Orange
Park.
As locals toast
the advent of a San
Marco craft beer
scene, development
activity also is
heightening at the San Marco Train
Station property across the street.
The city council also approved,
with amendments, a rezoning application for the site, which includes the
100-year-old South Jacksonville
Utility Building. Known as the San
Marco Train Station, the development
is slated to be the future home of
Panera Bread. The San Marco Train
Station plans call for a 14,000-squarefoot retail center, an outparcel and a
1,200-square-foot hexagonal building,
as well as space for 80 parking places.

Representatives
of the new craft
brew company
hope to have the
tap room open by
football season.
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GOGIVERS
Lanelle Phillmon

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
American Cancer Society volunteer
Lanelle Phillmon credits the U.S.
Navy’s volunteer service program —
and her mother’s example — for setting her on a course of helping nonprofit organizations. Chief Phillmon,
who just completed a 27-year naval
career, retired to the San Jose area in
November 2010 and jumped right on
to the local volunteer scene.
“My mother, Janelle, was a
single mom and registered nurse who
raised six kids. She sacrificed so
much for us and is still my mentor
and role model. I always wanted to
follow in her footsteps helping
patients, but I was not strong enough
to handle their pain and suffering,”
Phillmon said. “I learned early that
it’s not just the homeless who need
help....it’s all kinds of people. I knew
that my own family could have been
standing in a food line when the
money runs out at the end of the
month. Those of us blessed to have
what we need are not any different
than that person across the serving
line.”
Phillmon said the Navy encourages
all sailors to become committed volunteers in their station communities.
Each command and location has a

volunteer service coordinator to match
service men and women with local
volunteer opportunities.
“The Navy
actively nurtures
sailors to volunteer, especially the
youngest men and
women who quickly learn that they
are doing much
better in life than
others out there
who may just need
a helping hand.
They also quickly
learn that everyone, regardless of
age, experience or
skills, can help in
some way. There is
even an award
given called the
Military
Outstanding
Volunteer Service Medal, that recognizes outstanding community service,” Phillmon said. “I firmly believe
that this sets military personnel on a
course to continue to volunteer and
help our communities wherever we
go, during and after military service.
It transforms the perception and
understanding of those in need.”
After her retirement from the mili-

tary, Phillmon became a volunteer at
the American Cancer Society, to
honor the memory of a friend who
served with her in the Navy. That
friend, Tracy Ford, lost her battle to
metastatic breast cancer at the age of
42, a few months after completing the
Susan G. Komen Three Day Walk for
the Cure. Phillmon especially appreciated that the American Cancer Society
not only helped
Tracy, but also
supported her
family.
The team,
which walked
with Tracy,
“Friends for
Ford," repeated
that walk at
Arlington
National
Cemetery in
August 2010 in
honor of Ford’s
memory. They
plan to once again
come together to
walk in Minnesota
this August in
support of cancer
research and to
raise funds at
another Susan G. Komen event.
“I’m never going to be a physician
or find the cure for cancer, but I can
support those who are doing that work
and will find a cure someday,” she
said. “One of my favorite things to do
is to help the ladies who come in after
their first cancer treatments, or surgery, or who just have been diagnosed
and need information and resources.
They encourage and inspire me!”
One of the experiences that most
affected Phillmon was her assignment
to New Orleans in August 2005, just
prior to Hurricane Katrina. She
bought a home the week before the
catastrophic storm hit.
“I believe that God puts us right
where we are supposed to be and I
believe it was not a coincidence that I
was stationed in New Orleans, and
had just bought a home, when Katrina
hit,” she said. “Because my house was
badly damaged and had to be partially
re-built right away, I quickly learned
first-hand about the crooked and illegal price gouging and unlicensed contractors who contributed to the chaos
and ripped so many people off. With
88 displaced sailors with damaged
homes, not only as a leader but per-
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sonally, I was blessed to go through
that with them and to fully understand
what those most affected by the hurricane had to endure. We rallied to help
the city and did so much house gutting I lost count, including cleanup of
the lower quarter that seemed like it
would never be finished. The army of
individuals and churches who came in
droves to help, and continued long
afterwards, were the true heroes in the
aftermath of the hurricane. Church
members from youth to seniors, from
all over the U.S. pulled together to
help the people of New Orleans. It
was extraordinary.”
Phillmon also volunteers and supports the American Legion and retired
or disabled veterans, especially at the
Lake City facilities. She believes that
each individual who once wore a uniform must not be forgotten, left
homeless or in need. She volunteers
with the food pantry at Christ Church
on Old St. Augustine Road, where she
has seen the number of families
served jump from 150 to over 200
whenever the line forms and the doors
open. She also supports the 100 Black
Men of Jacksonville food and clothing
drives.
“When one person decides to get
involved it can make a real difference
in another person’s life, but things do
not happen unless we get personally
involved. We cannot sit around and
wait for the government or someone
else to do what needs to be done in
our communities,” she said.
In her free time Phillmon likes to
bowl, enjoys yoga and plays golf even
though she described her game as
short on skill and more like chasing
the little ball around. She participates
in local 5K charity runs to raise
money for a variety of causes and to
meet others who are active in the
community. A current goal is to better
understand her own faith by reading
the Bible and fully understanding
each page. With the encouragement
and help of a Muslim friend, she is
also reading the Koran in an effort to
understand that religion.
Phillmon said it is never too late to
learn and that we are only limited by
our own imagination and passion to
make a difference in the world as a
volunteer. She urged readers to
explore what they most care about in
the community, find a related charity
and call to ask what they might need,
whether it’s a donation of time,
money or materials.
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Editor's note: This month, we continue a new feature at The
Resident that we hope inspires residents to be change-makers
for community good. "How can you help?" will profile a local
nonprofit organization and showcase ways to support it. It is our
sincerest hope that by creating awareness of local needs, we can
all help generate positive solutions, funds and help for those in
our community who deserve it most.

How can you help?
Gabriel House of Care

Opportunities to help: We are always looking for volunteers willing to lend a helping
hand. The following opportunities are available seven days a week, in convenient time
frames to complement the needs of the House, our patient guests and volunteers’
schedules:
• Front desk receptionist
• Clerical/data entry assistance
• Facility host/hostess for guest orientation assistance and House tours
• Special events/fundraising support
• Guest kitchen and pantry inventory assistance
• Guest room readiness
• Linen management

Mission: Gabriel House of Care provides hope and compassionate support to
cancer and organ transplant patients as well as their caregivers by providing an
affordable “home away from home” while they receive life-saving medical care in
the Northeast Florida area. The 28-bed, extended-stay hospital hospitality house,
operated by the non-profit St. Andrew’s Lighthouse, Inc. and located on the Mayo
Clinic Florida campus, offers families requiring long-term medical care all the comforts and conveniences of home. Our dedicated staff and volunteers are commitHow to raise your hand: Visit www.gabrielhouseofcare.org and click on the How to
ted to providing friendship, compassion and support to help patients and families
Help tab for more information or call (904) 821-8995, x102.
during these difficult times.

Local kids' cancer support group launches site
A free program offered by St. Vincent's
HealthCare has a new online presence that
will help local kids find the support they
need when a family member battles cancer.
Kids Together Against Cancer, a program
offered by St. Vincent's through a grant from
the Rice Family Foundation and the St.
Vincent's HealthCare Foundation, recently
unveiled its new website ktacjax.com.
The site helps families start the conversation regarding their cancer journey. The
website features information about the various programs, resources for families, a
photo gallery and a link to the St. Vincent’s
HealthCare Foundation for donations. The
site also gives families the chance to sign
up for newsletters or follow the organization
on Facebook.
“We are excited about the new website,”

said Cynthia Farah, Director of Cancer
Services for St. Vincent’s HealthCare. “It
does a great job of explaining how KTAC
helps families on their cancer journey and
gives them pointers on how to start the conversation with children. It is also important
for families to see others who have gone
through the process and how KTAC has
helped parents and children communicate
their feelings about the diagnosis.”
Families interested in signing up for the
next workshop which starts July 10 should
contact Jennifer Maggiore at 904-308-5822
or email her at info@ktacjax.com. The
workshop’s six sessions serve children ages
5 to 17 and their parents. Parents do not
have to be a patient at St. Vincent’s
Healthcare for this free program. KTAC is
offered at Riverside Presbyterian Day

School and starts at 5:30p.m. Dinner is
served.
The program uses art therapy to help
children and parents communicate their
concerns about the cancer journey. Art
therapists from the Cummer Museum of Art
and Gardens work with the group on a variety of projects during the six-week sessions.
Some of the projects include development of a keepsake journal, creating a selfportrait, and making a heart out of clay.
During the program, children focus on identifying coping skills to assist with their feelings of fear and anxiety. The program was
developed by clinical social workers experienced with oncology and is modeled after
the CLIMB program (Children’s Lives
Include Moments of Bravery).

Local students make
an IMPACT

The McKenzie Noelle Wilson Foundation
has teamed up with Take Stock in Children to
create a new online peer-to-peer tutoring program. IMPACT or Innovative Mentoring
Program Aimed at Connecting Teens, joins volunteer tutors from Bolles High School with students from Fletcher Middle School who need a
little extra help.
Through a webcam, students can talk oneon-one about homework, FCAT testing and
other topics, alleviating the issue of teenagers
having to find transportation to a tutoring location. According to Leah Lynch, program director
of Take Stock in Children, Duval County, the
program will also be successful because it
allows students to work in an environment that
they are used to.
“We were looking for ways to engage teens,
and the internet is where they feel comfortable.
Its second nature to them,” said Lynch.
For more information about IMPACT go to
www.caregivegrow.org/teenmentors.

BEAT THE
SUMMER RUSH!
SUMMER CAMP OR SPORTS PHYSICALS

35

ONLY

The end of the school year is just around the corner. Let Solantic
help you get ready for summer. Stop by one of our walk-in urgent
care centers and take advantage of $35 summer camp or sports
physicals. We also offer back-to-school immunizations, so while
you’re there check that off your list too! Do it now... and beat the
summer rush!
With the convenience of MySpot Online Registration, you can wait at
home until we are ready to see you.

QUALITY EVERYDAY HEALTHCARE
AT YOUR CONVENIENCE.
HENDRICKS

904-854-1730
4498 Hendricks Avenue
0RQ)ULDPSP
6DW6XQDPSP
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Brian Horn and Ryan Davis

DUCKS UNLIMITED
HOLDS SPONSOR
‘STEAK AND SKEET’
Helpful advice assists Rick Miller III to blast the clays
Billy Parry and
Howard Dyal

Chase O’Steen with Tom Ruffin, Bennett "Beaver" Ruffin, Pat Orman and Ryan Switzer

Adrianna Munn,
Rob Robinson,
Joshua Eckdish and
Lauren Eden

Ducks Unlimited held a shotgun social last month in St. Augustine and tallied
40 members and guests at the evening shoot, which included skeet shooting and a
"cook your own" steak dinner at the gun club’s facilities. Organizers held the event
to thank sponsors of the fall Ducks Unlimited event last October. Those in leadership encouraged recommitments for the 2012 fall banquet.
During the recent gathering, held at the St. Augustine Rod and Gun Club,
guests enjoyed views of the marsh and bid on a few guns and artwork. Money
raised during the event went to Ducks Unlimited national's mission to protect and
preserve wetlands and waterfowl.
Facility Manager Doug
Barwell and recording
secretary Anne Michaels

Chef Tom Gray
and Sarah Marie
Johnston of
Bistro Aix

Second Harvest North Florida staffers Susan Evans,
Jessica Lee and Kelli Monroe

FOODFIGHT FUNDRAISER
A KNOCKOUT
The 22nd Annual Jacksonville Foodfight, held June 7 at Everbank
Field's Touchdown Club East, was a real rumble of an evening with
more than 60 area restaurants joining in to fight hunger in
Jacksonville. Organizers hoped to raise at least $100,000 this year for
Second Harvest North Florida. Proceeds from the party will allow
the food bank to supply 700,000 meals for local families in need.The
event has raised more than $1 million during the past 20 years.
The Whole Foods Team of Sheila
Huddleston, Andrew Cassel, Adrienne
Cartagena and Brandon Denton

SOUTHSIDE WOMAN'S CLUB
STAGES FASHION SHOW
The Southside Woman's Club held its May Day Fashion Show and Luncheon
recently at the Southside Woman's Club in St. Nicholas. A May Day-themed
event complete with a May Pole, the fashion show attracted more than 100 people to the group’s clubhouse. Fashions were from Coldwater Creek. The Coffee
Cup catered the garden party lunch. The club’s mission is to lend a helping hand
within the Jacksonville community.
Heidi Harris, Ab Deshmukh and Dena Hartman

Club finance director Flo
Spragg, right, and family
at the event

Patty Heard
with Director of
Development
Melanie Messer

SWEET TIME FOR
INAUGURAL SPEECH
AND HEARING CENTER
Members of the community gathered at Sweet Pete’s
candy store in Springfield to participate in the Jacksonville
Speech and Hearing Center’s first Young Professionals event.
Attendees enjoyed an array of chocolate covered fondue
treats and wine, while getting the chance to mingle and network with fellow professionals. The event also raised more
than $150 for JSHC thanks to the participants. Sweet Pete's
donated a percentage of proceeds from the night's purchases
to the organization.

Kristina Nelson with Cherry Shaw

Members and guests of the Southside Woman's Club enjoy the show

O
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Epping Forest – Beautifully updated
“Forest Home” on large corner lot
with stunning views of lush landscaped
grounds from large picture windows.
This nicely appointed 3/2/1 features
Selby Kaiser
ﬁreplaces in both living room and master REALTOR®
bath! Spacious kitchen boasts of rich
wood cabinets with granite counter
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net
tops… a must see! $675,000

San Marco – So much more than a
bungalow, this charming San Marco 3/2
says “wow” from ﬁrst entering the formal
living room with beautifully appointed
tongue and groove cathedral ceiling, bright Jane Bracken
dining room with built in corner hutch
REALTOR®
and updated kitchen and baths. Roomy
screened porch opens to large private yard.
janebracken@att.net
See this new listing today! $349,000

Beauclerc/Mandarin - Condo living at
its ﬁnest! Edgewater, the premier gated
community featuring one level living, two
car garages and open ﬂoor plans. This
2/2 with den and veranda room plus
Holly McMurry
fully equipped kitchen with washer and
REALTOR®
dryer boasts an enjoyable 1709 square
feet of living. Priced to sell so don’t wait!
$179,950
hollymcmurry@att.net

Granada – Wonderful original owner
3/2 home in sought after Granada! Spacious bedrooms, family room with
ﬁreplace, kitchen with breakfast room,
two car attached garage, large shady
Dee Benson
backyard with room for pool or playset.
REALTOR®
Just reduced and ready for new family!
$305,000
deebenson214@gmail.com

San Jose – Spotless home on beautiful
corner lot in great community. The gorgeous kitchen is totally new and open to
large family living area. Bedrooms are
large in size with many windows. Within Beverly Smith
walking distance to Bolles and San Jose
REALTOR®
Episcopal. $259,500

Epping Forest – Fabulous Mediterranean
style 5/5/1 home with four ﬁreplaces allows
lots of natural light with soaring ceilings, numerous glass doors to inviting pool and spa
with covered lanai and cool deck. All rooms Linda McMorrow
are spacious including kitchen, breakfast
REALTOR®
room, billiards room, children’s playroom
and home ofﬁce plus three car garage! True
ﬂorida_legends@msn.com
family living at its best! $1,750,000

Epping Forest – This gracious 5
bedroom home provides the perfect
backdrop for entertaining family and
friends. The home is situated on a
magniﬁcently landscaped, expansive
Donna Smith
homesite and offers the highest level of REALTOR®
privacy. $1,649,000

Avondale – Incredibly renovated 3/2
home in historic Avondale! Newer and
updated features include kitchen with
granite counters and stainless appliances, ﬁxtures in bathrooms and vanity, Karen Zambetti
electrical, plumbing, drywall and smooth REALTOR®
ceilings, plus new concrete patio in large
fenced yard. And there’s more! Don’t
miss seeing this special one! $224,900 karenzambetti@comcast.net

904-626-8800

904-655-2292

904-626-9900

904-982-0905

904-708-3173

904-607-1552
dsmith131@mac.com

with knowledge,
integrity and
experience.

904-993-4202
beverlysmith.legends@yahoo.com

904-537-4744
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Moran named 'Distinguished
Community Leader'
Beauclerc resident and Baptist
Health executive, Audrey Moran was
one of four business leaders recognized by the University of North
Florida's Coggin College of Business
at its 15th Annual Prime F. Osborn III
Distinguished Business Leaders
Award Luncheon.
In addition to Moran, those recognized included John D. Baker II, Dr.
Reinhold P. Lamb and Mark P. Vitner.
Baker and Moran received the
Distinguished Business Leader
Award, while Reinhold received the
Distinguished Professor Award. Vitner,
managing director and senior economist for Wells Fargo Corporation,
received the Distinguished Alumni
Award.
Moran is a senior vice president
for social responsibility and community advocacy at Baptist Health. Before
joining Baptist last year, Moran served
for four years as the president and

CEO of Sulzbacher Center. In addition
to serving under four Jacksonville
mayors, Moran was chair of the
Downtown Development Authority
and was an inaugural member of the
Jacksonville Economic Development
Commission.
Coggin College has recognized 48
honorees during the last 15 years.
Corporate sponsors for this year’s
awards luncheon include The Florida
Times-Union, SunTrust Bank and
CenterState Bank.
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McCullough strikes chord as
symphony chorus director
The Jacksonville Symphony
Chorus has a new director —
Donald McCullough, a Jacksonville
native who will lead
the chorus beginning
in the 2012-2013 season.
McCullough conducted the Master
Chorale of Washington
at the John F. Kennedy
for the Performing Arts
for more than a
decade.
The announcement
marks the end of a
season-long audition
and performance process.
McCullough was one of three finalists who directed the Jacksonville
Symphony Chorus this season.
Fabio Mechetti, Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra's music director and principal director, made the
final decision last month. Chorus
members participated in the evaluation of the three choral conductors
during the season and symphony
executive director Stacy Ridenour

“I am excited to
lead an organization
with such a storied history of supporting veterans’ causes and look
forward to growing our
membership and revitalizing our veterans
programs in the community” said Nigara, who will serve a
one-year-term.
More than 100 people gathered
for the installation ceremony at VFW
Post 1689, 3409 St. Augustine Road,
Jacksonville. The audience included

All Spiced
Up, a gourmet
retail store, has
recently opened
at 1972 San
Marco Blvd.
The store features unique
rubs, spices
and herbs, oils
and vinegars,
teas, sauces, and kitchen
accessories.
Owner Ana Hernandez said she
strongly emphasizes Florida products
in her store, and many of the All
Spiced Up’s products are from local
outlets.
“I’m all about small companies
and local businesses,” she said.
Hernandez previously had lived in
the area before moving to South
Florida, and recently chose to move
back to be closer to her family.
“I love the San Marco area,” she
said. “This has really been a coming
home for me.”

Garner breaks Red Cross record

Nigara installed as VFW commander
San Marco-area resident Karen Nigara was
installed as the new
Veterans of Foreign Wars
District Six Commander
in late May.
In her new post,
Nigara will be responsible for 11 VFW posts
and 4,600 members in Northeast
Florida District Six. The district
includes posts in Jacksonville,
Jacksonville Beach, St. Augustine,
Orange Park, Hilliard, Fernandina
Beach and Green Cove Springs.

and Richard Naylor, general manager, also participated in the selection
process.
“This has been a
great year for the chorus, which has grown
remarkably through the
experience of three
very talented and gifted
conductors from our
Jacksonville community,” said Mechetti. “As
we continue building
and improving the
many talents of the
Chorus, we believe that
Donald McCullough will
be the best able to lead them to a
new singing level."
Auditions for the Jacksonville
Symphony Chorus will be held in
late summer. Those interested in
joining their voice with the
Symphony Chorus may call the
Jacksonville Symphony
Administrative Office at (904) 3545479, ext. 221, and leave their information to be contacted when audition dates are set.

New store spices
up the square

members of the VFW, Ladies
Auxiliary and friends and family of
Nigara.
Nigara previously held positions
of district senior vice commander,
post commander of the Charles E.
Bennett Post 1689 and the VFW
National Women Veterans chairman.
Nigara retired from the Army in
2006 as a lieutenant colonel following
more than 25 years of service. She
served as a transportation and logistics officer and her tours of duty
included Operation Desert Storm,
Haiti, Kosovo and Korea.

Annie Garner, a 16-year-old resident of River
Oaks Road and a rising junior at Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts, joined the
American Red Cross Volunteer Lifesaving
Corps following 12 weeks of rigorous training
and testing this winter at Jacksonville Beach.
Her induction was record-breaking. As of
April 2012, Garner was the youngest woman to
be inducted into the Lifesaving Corps in its
100-year history.
After several weeks shadowing an experienced lifeguard, Garner began working as a
volunteer and employee of the City of
Jacksonville Beach. Her office? One of the big
orange chairs on Jacksonville Beach.

FREE Delivery to Your Home or Business!
Your FULL
SERVICE
Neighborhood
Pharmacy
Limit one per customer visit. Not valid on previously quoted
jobs.Installation of of fixtures and appliances excluded.
Offer valid Mon-Fri (8am-5pm)only.Coupon must be presented at time of service. Offer Expires: 7/31/2012

Call Gary Roberts Today!

904.398.9660

(904) 389-9299

Located at 1625 Atlantic Blvd (corner of Atlantic & Arcadia)

416 Ryan Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32254

Serving San Marco, Riverside, Southside, Downtown and outlying areas

www.touchtonplumbing.com
State Cert. # CFC056489

This captivating home has been updated without loss of its original style and integrity. Upon entering you are
immediately greeted by the custom stair rail and house number plaque designed by local artist Robert Noelke.
The 4 expansive living spaces are perfect for entertaining. Most spectacular is the great room, with large
fieldstone fireplace, opening to the kitchen and dining room and flowing directly into the solarium through
fully retractable glass doors. The space is
drenched in natural light from skylights in the
Keith Waldrip, Realtor®
soaring ceiling and a glass wall that opens onto
(904) 434-7117
the professionally landscaped garden. The
family/media room features built in shelving, cofTeressa Cornell, Realtor®
fered ceiling with bamboo inlay and a full bath.
(904) 613-6162
For more information please contact:
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Rotary Club
honors
Heymann

Lanahan takes Tampa position

Local Smith Hulsey Busey
attorneys share accolades

Busey

Wedekind

Chiu

Wilson

Several neighborhood attorneys
from Smith Hulsey & Busey were
recognized in the 2012 Florida
Super Lawyers and Florida Rising
Star lists. Published in the June
issue of Florida Super Lawyers
magazine, the lists distinguish the
state's outstanding lawyers. The
listings are compiled from peer
nominations and are vetted by an

Kuntz
attorney-led research
team.
Resident firm attorneys listed as super
lawyers include Ortega
residents: Stephen D.
Busey, firm chairman,
business litigation;
William E. Kuntz, personal injury defense
medical malpractice; and
Harry M. Wilson III, chair of the
firm's real estate department. Firm
eminent domain attorney, Lee D.
Wedekind III, an Ortega resident,
was listed as a 2012 Florida Rising
Star.
San Marco resident, Charmaine
Chiu, a healthcare attorney, also
was listed as a 2012 Florida Rising
Star.

Marty Lanahan, San Marco resident and longtime area president for
Regions Financial Corp. in North
Florida, has been named president of
the bank's West Florida market. She
will be based in Tampa, but plans to
keep her San Marco home, she said.
In her new role, Lanahan will lead
all banking operations in Tampa,
Clearwater, St. Petersburg, Sarasota,
Bradenton, Fort Myers and Naples.
Lanahan's Northeast Florida position will be handled by Tony Stiffler,
area president of Region's operations in Central Florida. The area has
been expanded to include
Jacksonville and Tallahassee in addition to Orlando, Ocala, Melbourne
and Daytona. Stiffler will continue to
be based from Orlando, a Region's
announcement stated.
“Both Marty and Tony are outstanding leaders who understand the
Florida economy and are committed
to helping our customers and communities succeed,” said Brett Couch,
president of Region's newly formed
East region. “I’m pleased and proud
they are assuming greater responsibility in these important markets.”
Lanahan has deep roots in the
Jacksonville area and was known for

her unwavering support of the local
arts community. Lanahan joined
Regions in 1000 and led the bank's
North Florida operations since 2007.
She began her banking career with
The Atlantic/First Union Bank after
graduating from the University of
South Carolina. She is the Past
Chairman of the Florida
Transportation Commission, Past
Chairman of TheJacksonville
Electric Authority and a Board member for Jacksonville's Super
Bowl 39.

The Rotary Club of South
Jacksonville awarded its annual
Good Government Award to Jon
Heymann, CEO of Communities in
Schools during the club's mid-June
lunch meting at River City Brewing
Company.
An announcement from the
Rotary Club of South Jacksonville
said while Communities in Schools
is not a government organization,
many of the best accomplishments
of government are through
public/private partnerships.
Heymann, the group said, forged
such a partnership with Duval
County Public Schools and therefore is being honored for his leadership of CIS' 400 employees and
more than 700 volunteers.

Tailor-Made Upholstery,Reupholstery, & Draperies

You Choose the Details to Fit your Lifestyle...

HandCrafted Right Here in Jacksonville for over 92 years!
Both locations are open to the public.
Visit our website for store hours and locations.

904.396.2233
3139 Philips Hwy.
Jacksonville, FL 32207

www.HugosInteriors.com
. Accessories . Artwork . Lamps . Pillows . Mirrors . Casegoods . & Gifts .

904.683.8683

4000-4 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
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Lobster season: Catch
the family fun in the Keys

BY NATHAN & TED MILLER
Everyone loves to eat fresh lobster
tail, and there are several different ways
in Florida to harvest your own.
One way is to become a certified
diver, and head out 30+ miles off the
First Coast into 100+ feet of water. If
you are bold enough, you can dive
down and find some of the largest lobsters you have ever seen living in and
around the ocean floor ledges.
But this is not the most familyfriendly method. A more kid-friendly

method may be to go to
your local lobster
seafood restaurant and
allow your child to select
their living meal from
the several-hundred-gallon aquarium in the front
lobby. Or, you could pay
a few bucks and watch
him or her try to grab the
15 lb. crawfish with ‘the
claw’ that has been in
there for decades.
There's a better way.
Every year, thousands
of people head south to the Florida
Keys in late summer to participate in
the state's lobster seasons. There are
two lobster seasons with which to
become familiar: The “sport” and the
“regular” season. The sport season is
always the last Wednesday and

Play by the rules during sport,
regular lobster seasons
The rules and regulations for the two seasons are as follows:

‘Sport’ Spiny
Lobster Season
• July 25 – 26, 2012
• Harvesting at night is not permitted
• 6 per person per day
• Possession limit on boat:
equal to daily bag limit
• Carapace 3” or larger,
measured in the water
• Possession and use of a measuring
device is required at all times
• All persons between the age of
16 to 65 will need a saltwater
fishing license
No person shall harvest or attempt to
harvest spiny lobster using any device
which will or could puncture, penetrate
or crush the exoskeleton (shell) or the
flesh of the lobster

‘Regular’ Spiny
Lobster Season
• August 6, 2012 – March 31, 2013
• Harvesting at night is permitted
• 6 per person per day
• Possession limit on boat:
equal to daily bag limit
• Carapace 3” or larger,
measured in the water
• Possession and use of a measuring
device is required at all times
• All persons between the age of 16
to 65 will need a saltwater
fishing license
For more information, including a list
of all the rules and regulations, legal
and illegal methods of harvesting, prohibited areas, etc. can all be found on
the website at myfwc.com/media/
1483464/Lobster_Brochure.pdf
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The weather is very important
and can make the difference
between sweet lobster tail or
steak dinner. High winds will
produce larger waves and currents which will decrease water
clarity, making this activity a little more difficult, especially for
kids. Overcast days will also
hamper visibility. The lobsters are
still there during these less-thanideal situations, but it just
becomes a little more of a challenge to search. Jacksonville is a
full day's travel from the Keys, so
we don’t have the luxury of planning this activity around the
weather. Plan your vacation, and
make the best of what Mother
Nature gives you.
If you happen to be sitting on
a dock after the sun has set while
toasting to a great day on the
water, you may see lights flashThe ing around the dark horizon by
Frank
other anglers. Lobsters like to
Surface
Family move at night, so this can be a
great time to go out and look for
Thursday of each July and only runs
them. They will come from their secure
for two days. The regular season begins ledges and move along the ocean floor,
several days later, and runs for several
which can make them easy pickin's.
months.
Nighttime harvesting is permitted in the
There are many great places to stay
regular season, but not the sport season.
in the Keys and you can usually find
Other rules and regulations vary slightwhat you are looking for to fit any
ly between the seasons so it is imporbudget. Lobsters can be found on both
tant to know them both.
the Gulf and Atlantic side. With a typiBefore you enter the water, you will
cal afternoon sea breeze coming from
need a few things with you. Make sure
the East, and the sun setting in the
you are wearing gloves. These crusWest, which side you stay on really
taceans are called ‘spiny lobsters’ for
depends on what scenery you most
good reason. Use a stick designed to
desire at the end of a great day on the
‘tickle’ them forward and out from
water.
their hiding spot. Simply (and slowly)
Driving south down A1A you travel
slide the stick behind them and carefulroughly 100 miles from Key Largo
ly touch their tail. This will entice them
down to Key west, traveling over some to walk forward. Once they walk out,
32 bridges and waterways. These
have a net ready to drop down over
waterways connect the Gulf waters to
them. Then reach in with your gloved
the Atlantic, and host thousands of
hand and grab them.
acres of shallow grass and rock flats.
You will need your measuring
Many of these flats have rocks and
device to measure the carapace in the
ledges along the bottom where lobsters water (it’s the law). Another recomlike to take shelter.
mendation is to use a dive belt. The sea
When determining where you will
is more buoyant than fresh water, so it
be spending your time looking, it is
takes more energy to stay on the botimportant to know tides and be respect- tom. A dive belt with 2- to 8-pound
ful of the currents. The further away
weights (for an adult) can help you
from the inlets and bridges you are, the remain on the bottom while you entice
less affected you will be by this fastthe lobster from their hiding spot.
moving water. The bridges may have
Without the added weight, you may
good bottom conducive to lobster habi- find yourself floating upward which
tat. However, if the tide is either movexerts more energy and oxygen to stay
ing in or out, the current can be very
down, losing precise bottom time.
difficult to overcome.
This truly is a fun family activity as
Many of the ledges run along both
you can team up and search together.
sides of the channels where the current
When you see a pair of long-feeler
is the strongest. So it is not uncommon antennas sticking out from a ledge, you
to see a lobster in this area, and before
will know their location. Don’t be suryou have time to make a plan to sucprised if you see multiple. Now the fun
cessfully harvest, you have drifted past. starts of planning your maneuvers.
This can be very tiresome for adults,
Once you have a game plan in place, it
and virtually impossible for small chilis time to execute. Share the different
dren.
tasks mentioned above with your kids.
The shallows away from the bridges Some may like to use the stick, or some
can be a good area to start looking,
may prefer the net. Either way, take
especially if you have kids who are
your time with it and have fun.
interested in participating. But it is
As for your preparation, it is hard to
important to find the good habitat lobbeat a grilled Florida lobster tail. But
sters look for. If you have several adults don’t be afraid to throw a few tails in a
on board, it can be a good idea to pull
fryer! Happy exploring.
one adult behind the boat slowly and
carefully to look for ledges, rocks and
Send your pictures, stories and
holes in the bottom. This process can
favorite destinations to The Miller
minimize the risk of losing valuable
Brothers at Nathan@
daylight by dropping anchor, only to
FredMillerGroup.com or Ted at
find you have anchored in an area of
Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.
sandy bottom with no structure.
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Joyce Thomas
Jones — Part 1

BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Once upon a time, there was an area
of Jacksonville called Southside. Now,
dear reader, this is not the same
Southside we think of today. It was
located in the area of South Main Street
and what was then Miami Road — in
the vicinity of today's bb's and Reddi
Arts. Back then, the area was a land of
barbershops, boarding houses, old-fashioned drugstores, hardware stores, and
pool halls. The greater area was called
the city of South Jacksonville — a
community later renamed San Marco.
In the midst of this Southside lived
a little girl named Joyce Thomas (now
Jones). Jones went on to become a
career educator who recently retired
from University of North Florida in
2007, after several decades there. But
her early years in Jacksonville are full
of unique memories of a town gone by.
So many, in fact, that they merit two
columns. Read on to hear about Jones’
very early years, and next month, we
will finish her story.
Jones was born at St. Luke’s
Hospital in 1943, right in the middle of
World War II. Her parents had moved
from Georgia to Jacksonville for a job
opportunity at Gibbs’ Shipyard, and her
family lived off Belmont Terrace.
“My daddy was a defense worker,
and he worked as a welder. My maternal grandmother first worked at a glass
factory which was where Assumption is

located now. Then she had a boarding
house on Mary Street, and she would
house workers during the week from as
‘far away’ as Live Oak,” Jones remembered with a smile. “She would feed
them breakfast, pack them a lunch, and
feed them dinner. They stayed two to a
room, and she had about five or six
men at a time.”
Her mother, said Jones, was almost a
“Rosie the Riveter.” But the war ended
before she ever got the chance to do the
work for which she trained.
“When there was a shortage of
welders during the war, Daddy taught a
night class to a group of women.
Momma decided to go because she didn’t like the thought of him doing that
without her,” shared Jones. “She got
her diploma, but then I got sick. And
then the war ended, so she never got a
chance to actually do the welding.
Daddy said she was actually good at
it!”
Jones has a vivid memory of her
mother bringing home a big box of
about 500 pieces of bubble gum – a
scarcity during the war and something

Jones had never seen – to celebrate the
war's end. Jones, her sister Jean, and
their cousins chewed it all in about a
week and had to have plenty of wads
cut out of their hair.
Since he was no longer needed as a
welder, her father got a sales job, and
her mother took a job at Service Drugs
— an operation located next door to
current day bb's.
“Service Drugs had rows of twirly
seats, racks of comic books, and a big
Wurlitzer juke box. In the summer
when we were out of school, our
grandmother from Savannah would
come care for us,” recalled Jones. “In
the Southside area at the time was a
City Hall building that housed a couple
of jail cells [think Andy Griffith]. On
our way to the park to play, which was
in a field where the San Marco Library
is located, we would peek through the
windows and see ‘sad-looking men’
inside sitting in the cells."
Jones remembers a pet store nearby,
with a Kaputian monkey and his own
little rocking chair, bed, and swing in
the window. There was also a pool hall,
where they sold illegal bolita game
tickets on Friday nights and listened to
the drawing on Saturday on the radio,
and a Setzer’s Grocery.
The Treaty Oak was another place
the children and their cousins liked to
play. It was surrounded by houses at
the time, and the children had heard a
“theory” that it was called the Treaty
Oak because Ponce de Leon or DeSoto
had signed a treaty with the Indians
there.
When Jones was five years old, the
family moved to Nira Street.
Part II of Jones' reminisces will be shared in
the August issue of The San Marco Resident.
Know a neighborhood resident who has a rich
history in the area? Have an idea of someone
who can share stories of the neighborhood's
past? We're always looking for potential subjects
for our popular The Way We Were column.
Please send any suggestions to
editor@residentnews.net.

Are Your Loved Ones Safe or Happy Living Alone?
Let us offer an alternative life style.

Riverside Presbyterian Apartments
Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Available (Utilities Included)
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Local schoolteacher authors Southside history book
Longtime Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts
dance and history teacher
Debra Webb Rogers is the
author of a newly released
book from Arcadia Publishing
titled, Jacksonville's Southside.
The book includes more
than 200 vintage images and
memories including photos of
the Southside before and after
the construction of Interstate
95. The book also features
many class photos and school
pictures from Landon High
School. Vintage photos also
include images of vaudeville
performers and lion tamers and
immigrants and entrepreneurs
that made the neighborhood a

special place in the past and
present.
The 128-page book is available at area bookstores and
online for $21.99.
This is the second Arcadia
Images of America book
Rogers has written. Recently,
she released a similar book
titled, San Marco. Other works
of nonfiction include,
Choosing a Dance School:
What Every Parent Should
Consider; Dancing Between
the Ears; and a genealogy book
on the descendants of Israel
Boone titled, "The Bonne
Connection in the Lost
Counties. Rogers has lived in
San Marco since 1979.

Confirmation class at St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Lakewood retail as it looked

The Jacksonville Southbank

Contractors honored for work on veterans' nursing home
Just in time for July 4, the
state's Department of
Veterans' Affairs celebrated
the construction and design of
the state's first LEED-certified nursing home.
The Clyde E. Lassen State
Veterans' Nursing Home is a
short drive away from the
neighborhoods in the historic
St. Augustine area.
Contractors on the 95,000square-foot nursing home
project built the facility
according to the U.S. Green
Building Council's
Leadership in Energy and

Environmental Design
(LEED) Gold building standards. The nursing home
opened in September 2010
and is one of six state veterans' nursing homes and one
assisted living facilities the
FDVA manages for Florida
veterans.
“We are very proud to provide our veterans with the
best home care possible, and
today marks one of the many
ways we do that on a daily
basis,” said Mike Prendergast,
executive director of the
Florida Department of

Veterans’ Affairs during a
ceremony held at the facility
last month. “This facility
shows the continued standard
of excellence that we provide
to honor the men and women
who have served our nation.”
The ceremony honored the
design team, project managers, construction crew and
staff for their vision to create
the best living environment
for the facility’s veteran residents and featured the fashioning of the LEED Gold
award plaque to the building.

Lee Ann Vogel, lead engineer from TLC Engineering with Mike Prendergast,
executive director of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs with Doug
Mitchell, former senior project manager from Skanska

Now I get rides to my
doctor appointments.
That’s one less thing for me to worry about.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, find out what you could be missing. You could get
more benefits than Original Medicare with UnitedHealthcare® Dual Complete™ RP (Regional PPO SNP).
Our benefits include:
Call 1-877-402-1814 (TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week
www.UHCCommunityPlan.com

Health
Products Catalog

Eyewear

Transportation

Vision

Broad Statewide
Provider Network

UnitedHealthcare® Medicare Advantage plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company and its afﬁliated companies, a Coordinated Care
plan with a Medicare Advantage contract and a contract with the state Medicaid program. Limitations, copayments and coinsurance may apply. Beneﬁts may
vary by county and plan. The beneﬁt information provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive description of beneﬁts. For more information contact
the plan. Beneﬁts, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/co-insurance may change on January 1, 2013.
R5287_120503_085419 File & Use 05082012

FL12-DU001_3397492_240307
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Check out more than books
this summer at local libraries
BY AMANDA FORD
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
During the school year, students
can often be found at the library surrounded by textbooks and working
on assignments. But the library visits don’t have to stop when school is
out. Summer is the perfect time to
check out your local library for special programs, events and exhibits
that are sure to keep the fun coming
all summer.
Libraries across the country will
also be hosting summer reading programs with the themes of “Dream
Big, Read!” for children through age
11 and “Own the Night!” for tweens
and teens.
“We have book lists related to the
summer themes to share with our
readers, encouraging them to
explore many different genres in fiction, and to add some nonfiction
titles as part of their reading,” said
Kathy Tekin, youth services coordinator at the Jacksonville Public
Library.
She described how the summer is
also an opportunity to take a break
from required reading and pick up a
book for pleasure.
"Summer is a great time for
young people to select what they
have a high interest in reading,” said
Tekin. “This is the chance to read
for fun. Fun reading is still reading,
and a child's success in school and

in life depends on the ability to
read,” said Tekin.
The main library located downtown at 303 N. Laura Street is planning several events for kids and
teens. This summer, as a part of
their “Movies @ Main” program,
the branch plans to show family
favorite movies such as Finding
Nemo, Toy Story and Apollo 13
every second and fourth Thursdays
in the Hicks Auditorium.
If you can’t make it out to the
movie, consider checking out your
own favorite DVDs from any of the
library locations for your own movie
night with friends or family.
Many local branches also offer
weekly events such as story time
and arts and crafts projects for children. Kids and teens can also participate in clubs that focus on special
topics such as anime and music that
unite children with common interests, while they get to know the
library’s different resources.
No matter what your summer
plans are, the library can supply you
with something to go along with
them. Whether it’s a book for a
beach day, music for a road trip, or a
movie for a night at home, the
library will help you select the perfect summer accompaniment.
To find out more information
about the events your library is
offering this summer, visit
www.jaxpubliclibrary.org.
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It's time for summer reading lists and curling up with a good book during afternoon rainstorms. The Resident hit the street to see who's reading what this summer. Get some
ideas for your book cue or library card with suggestions from some of your neighbors.

Christine
Parker

Danielle
Dollar

St. Nicholas
Resident
Age: 30

San Jose
Resident
Age: 26

Favorite book genre: Christian/Spiritual
Books
Favorite book: Bible
Where do you get suggestions for
summer reading: My close girlfriends
and Amazon.com
What books are in your queue to read:
US weekly, Who Switched off my Brain,
Handful of Life, Act like a Lady, Think
Like a Man

Favorite book genre: Historical Fiction
Favorite book: Alas Babylon
Where do you get suggestions for
summer reading: Mother
What books are in your queue to read:
The Language of Flowers, Encyclopedia
of the Exquisite, Abraham Lincoln
Vampire Hunter, and Gypsies

Boss
Cesery

Renee
Kersch

San Marco
Resident
Age: 20

San Jose
Resident
Age: 22

Favorite book genre: Children’s
literature

Favorite book genre: Mysteries

Favorite book: To Kill a Mockingbird

Favorite book: Rhythm and Booze by
Julie Kane

Where do you get suggestions for
summer reading: From friends and
family

Where do you get suggestions for
summer reading? From my iPad and
iTunes

What books are in your queue to read:
The Hunger Games, Catch 22

What books are in your queue to read:
Jamaica Inn, Farewell to Arms,
The Hatchet

The best nurses.
The best patient care.

Now, that’s worth repeating.
Please join us in congratulating the nurses, staff and physicians of our ﬁve hospitals
and home health care division for simultaneously achieving redesignation as a Magnet®
Health System.
Magnet® is considered the gold standard for recognizing quality patient care, nursing
excellence, and innovations in professional nursing practice. Currently, only 7 percent of
the hospitals in the U.S. have earned Magnet designation.
By reafﬁrming our Magnet status, the American Nurses Credentialing Center
acknowledges that our nurses are among the best in attending to patient needs,
pursuing ongoing training, working as a team, and giving to the community.
We thank each member of the Baptist Health family for playing a critical role in our
ongoing efforts to provide the best patient care and improve the lives of people in our
community. For details, go to ebaptisthealth.com.
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Begin your treasure hunt by shelling. Take
a walk along the water’s edge, and you’ll discover hundreds of varieties of shells hurled
onto the beach by waves that roll or crash
onto the shore.
Seashells were once living organisms. The
shell is the hard, protective outer part of an
animal, usually a mollusk. Mollusks are animals like scallops, snails, clams and oysters.
These creatures make their own shell. When
the animal dies or gets eaten by another
creature, the empty shell stays empty or
becomes a home to other sea critters like
hermit crabs.
Shelling provides hours of fun while looking for that one-of-a-kind, colorful treasure.
Before you keep a shell, make sure there is

Time for a beach safari

BY JESSICA BASHAM THERRIAULT, FLORIDA FISH

AND

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Not everyone has a green backyard with bushes and trees. Florida is a peninsula, with the
longest coastline of all states in the continental United States. Most of Florida’s nearly 19 million residents live less than 60 miles from the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico, making
the beach, sand and salt water their “backyards.”
So let’s go on a summer backyard beach safari!
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nothing living in it. Otherwise you need a
special license to keep it.
Another activity is digging in the sand for
coquinas (“Ko-KEE-nahs”) and mole crabs. It’s
easy to spend hours getting lost in the color
and movement of coquinas and the squirms
of mole crabs. Coquinas are tiny clams that
live just below the surface of the sand where
the waves roll in. Tides carry and deposit
them along the shoreline, where they feed on
microscopic organisms in the sand. They are a
dazzling sight with wonderful colors, like tiny
jewels. Sometimes you don’t need to dig
because incoming waves will unearth them.
Watch as they furiously dig, seeking cover
and food as each wave rolls back out to sea.
Mole crabs are small and do not look like
a typical crab, nor do they look
like a mole. They are fast and will
bury themselves quickly in an
effort to hide. To find one, dig
gently in sand near the water, just
as if you are looking for coquinas.
As you dig, they may bury deeper
into the sand but if you can get
underneath one, then you can
scoop it up. They may tickle you
but don’t worry; they do not bite.
Be gentle, because they are soft
and fragile. When you are finished
observing the crab gently place it
back into the soft, wet sand.
Bird-watching is another fun
activity. Gulls live on the beach
and are known to swoop in to
steal your food! Pesky as they
might be, they are still fun to
watch. Other birds to watch at
the beach are pelicans. Pelicans
glide just above the water’s surface, and then SPLOOSH! They
dive into the water head-first to
grab a fishy meal.
It’s also fun to look for bird
tracks in the wet sand. Can you
identify the tracks you find? Do
not chase the birds to make them
fly. Simply watch and admire their
behavior.
While on your safari, be sure
to wear sunscreen so you can
avoid sunburn, and have fun this
summer!
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Douglas Anderson chamber orchestra one of six in
country to receive Midwest Clinic invite
Brian Griffin, 39, can’t suppress
his boyish grin. It's the same one he
must have worn at age 10, when he
took his first violin lesson.
The South Carolina native and San
Marco resident now directs the
orchestra programs at Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts. Griffin’s
shy smile emerges when he speaks
about the latest national accolade for
the school: His top orchestra, the
Chamber Orchestra, has been invited
to perform at the prestigious 66th
Annual Midwest Band and Orchestra
International Clinic — an esteemed
honor for music educators and music
students across the country.
The DA Chamber Orchestra is also
the first high school string orchestra
from Florida to receive an invitation
from the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.
It is one of among only six orchestras
nationally that will perform there this
December.
“This honor reflects our students’
determination and sacrifices over the
course of many years,” explained
Griffin, who began directing orchestras at DA in 1996. “The application
process was rigorous in itself, requiring several audio and video recording
sessions. The recordings were evaluated by national leaders in music education and music industry.”
Griffin is not the only one grinning.
“Our students were so incredibly

The 2011-12 Douglas Anderson School of the Arts Chamber Orchestra

excited when I shared the invitation
with them. I couldn’t be more proud
of the kids and their hard work,” he
added.
The hard work isn’t over yet,
though. While school may be out for
the rest of Duval County, Griffin’s
Chamber Orchestra students will
attend numerous summer rehearsals,
already on the schedule, as part of
their preparation for Midwest.
The Douglas Anderson School of
the Arts Chamber Orchestra includes
20 students, grades 9 through 12,

from all over Northeast Florida. In
2011, the orchestra was invited to perform at the Florida Music Educators’
Association’s Clinic-Conference, and
the program consistently ranks among
the top high schools in Florida in the
number of students represented in the
All-State Orchestras.
The Midwest Clinic invitation
comes on the heels of another national
accolade for the school’s music program: the Grammy National Signature
School Award. The Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts Music Department

earned the Grammy National
Signature School distinction in both
2010 and 2012.
Douglas Anderson’s Chamber
Orchestra will travel to Chicago in
late December. These students are
raising $35,000 to cover their preparation and travel expenses. For more
information on helping the orchestra
with a tax-deductible donation, please
contact Griffin, at
griffinb1@duvalschools.org or
(904) 346-5620, ext. 152.
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BY GIL POMAR IV
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
As a special addition to the July
editorial lineup, The Resident shares a
special feature called "This Place We
Call Home." Written by Ortega native
and University of Florida student, Gil
Pomar IV, this story highlights some of
the summer activities, interests and
perspectives of neighborhood students back in town for the holiday.
Pomar is a summer intern at The
Resident Community News. A graduate of Riverside Presbyterian Day
School and The Bolles School, Pomar
has been trying his hand at writing,
distribution and other newspaper
responsibilities during his summer
vacation.

• Former Ortega Resident,
now lives in St. Johns County
• Graduate of St. Mark's
Episcopal Day School, The Bolles School
• Recently completed first year
at Florida State University
Kyle Ott is a busy man with a lot going on this summer.
He currently takes business classes at St. Johns River State
College. A collapsed lung meant a departure from his studies
at FSU. In addition to school, Ott also has an internship in
internet marketing to help him hone in on his interest in the
field. Paid positions, however, are also keeping him busy —
and adding to his employment resume. This summer, Ott is
working three separate jobs, a feat he says he enjoys. He works
for his father to help market his private insurance company and
also works as a sports manager and coordinator at GOALS
Indoor Sports. In his spare time he also works several days a
week as a salesman at JaxLax. Surprsingly, that's not all Ott has
on his summer agenda. A passion for lacrosse has brought him
back to the local fields. He is also head coach for the Nease
High School JV Lacrosse team and is coaching summer ball for his younger brothers and
sisters' teams.

• San Marco resident
• Graduate of RPDS, Bishop Kenny High School
• Currently studying history at Jacksonville University
Mulrain plans to graduate college from JU this December — ahead
of schedule. He isn't wasting time when it comes to establishing his
career. In addition to taking one of his last semesters of college
classes at JU each day, Mulrain also has a full-time job from 1
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Tom Nehl's Truck Co. Mulrain has worked in
many areas of the business during the past six years including
the parts department, the warehouse and the sales department.
Mulrain said his goal is to become a truck salesman. On the rare
occasions when he's not busy, Mulrain pursues big game hunting
and bird hunting. Mulrain also enjoys grilling out at his San Marco
home.

• San Jose resident
• Graduate of San Jose Episcopal Day
School, Episcopal School of Jacksonville
• Currently studying nursing
at the University of Alabama
Almand is doing what it takes to become a professional nurse. Accepted into the University of
Alabama nursing school more than a year ago,
Almand began her first clinical rotations last fall at
the DCH Hospital in Tuscaloosa. This summer,
Almand will be working as a PRN at Wolfson
Children's Hospital in San Marco. She said her role
is to be a provider "as needed" for the hospital's
pediatric surgical outpatient unit. Her shifts can
potentially last up to 12 hours. Fitness and health is
a priority both on the job and in her personal life.
When she is not at the hospital, Almand works out
at Planet Fitness and enjoys reading. She regularly attends church with her parents at
Southside United Methodist Church.

• Graduate of RPDS, Episcopal School of
Jacksonville
• Currently studying accounting at the University of Florida
Bryan is currently enrolled for the summer semester at the
University of Florida and is taking one single class called Financial
Accounting/Reporting 2. Weaver is a smart kid and already knows
that he wants to become an auditor for an accounting firm when
he is older. Earlier this summer, Weaver attended a conference in
Atlanta with other college students for
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Weaver interviewed for the two-day
opportunity in the spring, and was invited to attend. He said it
was a great opportunity to talk to some of the firm's most
highly regarded leaders and learn more about the company's
culture. When not busy with school, Weaver enjoys coming
home for the summer whenever he can so that he can spend
time with his family, friends, and his girlfriend. Weaver's passion
is sports — he grew up playing baseball at N.O.L and was a member of the Episcopal Lacrosse team while attending school there.
Weaver also is a member of Riverside Presbyterian Church and enjoys
rooting on the Suns at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville whenever
he can catch a game.

National Park
VBS 2012
Register NOW for:

National Park VBS 2012
August 6-10th From 9AM - Noon
$15 Registration Fee / Multiple Sibling discount - $35 Max for Families

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Come in or call 396-9608 for more information.
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Students' creativity brings light
to Wolfson patients
By Morgan McGovern and Erin Corbett
During the Lenten season, the 7th
graders at San Jose Catholic School were
asked to come up with ideas for a project
to give back to the community.
Morgan came up with the idea of taking
three strips of bandanas and braiding
them together into a bracelet. She
thought it would be a good idea to put little quotes on them and donate them to
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.Together, Erin
and Morgan led their homeroom classes in
the project. It took about four weeks to
complete more than 100 bandana
bracelets.

Just before school recessed for the
summer, Erin and Morgan delivered the
bracelets to the hospital “The kids are
allowed to wear the bandana bracelets
during their chemo treatments” Morgan
said. The girls enjoyed delivering the
bracelets.
“We learned that the kids appreciate
people who spend their time thinking
about them,” said Erin.
Unfortunately Morgan and Erin were
not of age to personally deliver the
bracelets to the children at the hospital,
but a nurse took the bracelets to the children for them.

Fishing for compliments
By Ally Schneider, Lily El Hassan,
Brendan Farrell and Abbie Miller
Mrs. Ossi, the 7th grade religion
teacher at San Jose Catholic School, suggested to her students that we do a
Lenten project at school
We all enthusiastically agreed.
When it came time to choose the project, everyone poured in their ideas. The
number one choice was a compliment
board or banner. After much consideration, the theme “Fishing for Compliments”
was chosen.
We decided to create a large mural of
an ocean to serve as the compliment
board. The Pre-K4 classes received butterflies to decorate. All the other grades
were given fish that had the name of a
classmate written on them. Whoever you
got, you had to write a compliment about
them on the fish. The fish were placed in
old shoeboxes decorated by the 7th grade

summer activities
Church alley in June is a moveable feast
of summer fun activities for kids — with
houses of worship up, down and around
Hendricks Avenue offering fun-filled
Vacation Bible School programs for neighborhood youth.
But one at least one church is waiting
until the end of summer to offer its VBS
program. St. Mark's Lutheran Church will
host its National Park Vacation Bible School
Aug. 6-10. A musical is planned Aug. 11
and a related worship service is planned
Aug. 12. The VBS is from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
each day.
Organizers are hoping to beat last year's
attendance record and draw more than 100
local children to the church's 2012 VBS.
Having VBS at the end of the summer
provides options for families seeking fun

Front row: Ally Schneider, Lily El Hassan,
Ashton Lundy and Emily Hatcher; Top row:
Brendan Farrell and Abbi Miller

students. The fish in the boxes where
then collected and posted on the board
where the entire student body could see
the compliments on exhibit.
Nowadays, people don’t give and
receive compliments as much as they
used to. The compliment board was the
perfect solution for this problem.

and inspiration during the "down time" just
before school begins again.
Other churches are trying a similar
approach, planning VBS in July and August
as summer winds to a close. First Baptist
Church Jacksonville is having its VBS, The
Creation Quest, July 9-13 from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. It is open for children three
years old to 8th grade. Lake Shore Baptist
Church on Blanding Boulevard is planning
a VBS titled, "Amazing Wonders," July
1620 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Murray Hill
United Methodist Church VBS on College
Street will July 23-27 from 9 am. to 12
p.m. for students in Pre-K3 through the 5th
grade.Swaim United Methodist Church in
San Marco will host its VBS July 30 through
Aug. 3. Unlike other VBS events, Swaim's
VBS will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. following
a 5:15 p.m. dinner. This year's theme is
"Amazing Wonders Aviation." It is open for
students in grades PreK3 through 5.

6133 San Jose Boulevard • Jacksonville, FL 32217

NOW ENROLLING FOR AUGUST 2012

1’s, 2’s & 3’s
(Class Options:
M-F, T/TH, M/W/F)

Free
VPK

(M-TH with Friday option)

School Hours: 9-1 P.M.
Wrap-Around Child Care provided 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Contact us at 904-733-9877
Email: lumpreschool@gmail.com
Visit our website: www.lumpreschool.com
DCF License #C04DU0812

Record-breaker: Bolles swimmer
to represent Singapore in Olympics

Local church offers VBS in August
St. Mark’s Lutheran one of
several churches planning late

Left: Morgan McGovern and Erin Corbett
Right: The girls made more than 100 bandana
bracelets this spring

Bolles student Joseph Schooling, a
rising junior at the
school's San Jose campus, is now the youngest
athlete ever to be named
Singapore's Sportsman
of the Year. The competitive swimmer will also
represent his country in
swimming during the
2012 Summer Olympics.
Final exams in
Jacksonville, however,
kept him from attending
the ceremony in his native Singapore
Schooling’s mother, May, accepted the
award for him, according to a Bolles
release. She told a Singapore newspaper
that while Schooner will be putting pressure on himself to do well, she and his
family will have to "keep him down to

earth — he's still a boy!"
The accolades and upcoming Olympic games are no surprise to those who have followed Schooling's athletic
accomplishments during the
past year. At the 2011
Southeast Asia Games,
Schooling won two gold
medals, a silver medal and a
bronze, setting Southeast Asian
records for the 200-meter butterfly and 50-meter butterfly, a
Bolles release shared.
In the 2012 Olympic games,
Schooling will be swimming the 100- and
200-fly events. The 200-fly heats begin
July 30. The 100-fly heats begin Aug. 2.
Schooling currently is the only swimmer from Singapore to achieve an automatic qualification for the 2012 games.
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Splash
Summer
into

with

School may be out, but
summer can be the perfect
time for kids to learn something new. Whether it’s perfecting a swim stroke or
learning how to enjoy the
water safely and proficiently,
swimming lessons are a perfect opportunity to take the
classroom to the pool. At
Splash Jax Swim School, top
professional instructors put
these critical life skills in
focus.
Splash Jax Swim School is
founded by two of Florida's
most successful swimming
coaches, Nancy Hennessy and
Chris Oliver. They helped turn

the Bolles School Sharks Age
Group program into a national model for success, and with
more than 40 years of combined coaching experience
they have taught and coached
swimmers of all ages and
abilities. Recently, the pair
bought Spalsh Jax Swim
School’s facility from John
Carraway to share their
proven expertise with local
swimmers in the community.
“We are taking our passion for swimming to a new
level now,” said Hennessy.
“We just have such a love for
teaching the community this
valuable skill.”
Splash Jax Swim School
has classes for all levels of
swimmers. A student can be
six months old and just getting started, a child that
wants to improve their technique, a developmentally
delayed child, or an adult that
wants to learn or improve
their swimming. They offer
“Parent and Me” classes for
those from six months to 3
years old. These classes teach

the parents how to work with
their children in the water,
while at the same time giving
the child an added level of
comfort.
Hennessy and Oliver have
developed an excellent program for pre schoolers and
grade schoolers learning to
swim. The program has been
recognized for its dedication
to safety and its ability to get
kids to really learn how to
swim. This program in
unique — it teaches students
how to swim with a focus on
competitive strokes. This goal
naturally teaches efficiency in
the water, which allows a
young child to learn how to
swim more quickly. Further,
these classes are kept small,
including no more than four
students to one instructor.
The lessons don’t have to
be just for initially learning
how to swim,” said Hennessy.
“We focus on continuous
improvement, and the lessons
can really last a lifetime.” The
stroke school is designed for
those athletes who can swim

Splash
h Jax
x Swim
m School

competitive strokes and
want to become better swimmers. After spending the last
20 years with three of the top
USA Swimming Clubs in the
country and developing many
athletes that will compete in
the US Olympic Trials and the
Olympics, this part of Splash
Jax Swim School is a natural
for Hennessy and Oliver.
Hennessy and Oliver also
have experience working with
special needs children. The
couple saw a need for professional instructors to address
the specific needs of these
children after having special
needs children of their own.
“No matter what the skill
level, swimmers of all ages
can find the important skills
they need to enjoy the pool at
Splash Jax Swim School,”
Hennessy said. “With all of
the water activities and
opportunities there are in
Northeast Florida, knowing
proper swimming skills and
embracing a love of water is
more than just important —
it’s critical.”

The Splash Jax Swim School is located at 1856 Davidson Street in San Marco. For full class
descriptions, schedules and prices visit http://www.splashjaxswimschool.com or call 904-608-4775.

...the lessons can
really last a lifetime.
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San Jose looks to defend swim league championship title
BY MIKE BONTS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The annual River City Swim League
(RCSL) Championships will be held
July 26-29 at the Cecil Aquatic Center
on Normandy Boulevard. The league is
comprised of 18 teams with approximately 2,100 swimmers ranging in ages
three to 18 — including many neighborhood swimmers who have been
training daily this summer.
San Jose Country Club has won the
River City Championship title 20 times
since the inception of the league in the
1960s. The most recent win was last
season. SJCCs top swimmers include
Emily and Tyler Rice, Jackson Kirk,
Kara and Kurtis Gavin, Amelia
Anderson, Bobby Crouch, Andrew
Morgan, Will Flech, Grace Bostwich,
Land Johnson, Ian Apple, Kandes and
Chandler Soapes.
SJCC’s 6 and Under and 8 and
Under continues to be their largest age
groups, however, with some kids that
age moving up, their 10 and Under
team members has grown significantly.
“While it is still the beginning of the
season, our team is very strong this
year and the kids are swimming awesome. Our older kids group is small,
but with a great amount of talent. I am
expecting even faster swimming than
last summer,” said coach Taylor
Josserand.
Swimmers in the Riverside Avondale
Ortega area also have been swimming
hard this summer. The Timuquana
Yacht Club River Rats practice at the
Timuquana Country Club. This year’s
club has a good mix of veterans and
young competitors.
“We have a great group of hard
working, respectful kids, as well as
knowledgeable assistant coaches who
are all former River Rats," said River
Rats Coach Kerry Wick. "Sixty percent
of our team is five to eight year olds, so
we're focusing primarily on technique
and learning new things daily. The
older swimmers are also training hard

and are great mentors for our younger
group,”
The league has created many levels
of competitiveness with the kids.
Coaches and board members try to
instill the philosophy, values and leadership that you find in swimming.
The Jewish Community Alliance
(JCA) Makos also bring new swimmers
to the mix. The Makos have more than
20 new swimmers on the team this
year. While returning 48, they have a
record number of swimmers under 6
years old and the team is bettering
times every meet.The Makos are
coached by Lauren Egleston, Katie
England and Olivia Wolfe.
“We have some very dedicated
swimmers this year and their families
are so excited,” said Wolfe. According
to England everyone has made great
improvements and we are having a
wonderful summer so far. "Some of the
kids who come out are year-round
swimmers, but a lot of the kids just do
it for fun, just for summer or [the]
year,” noted Egleston.
Baymeadows Swim Team is in its
42nd season and a founding member of
the River City Swim League.
Baymeadows is coached by Becky
and Roger Deary
“The biggest surprise was how many
young athletes wanted to join our team.
We have 180 swimmers participating,
many of them new to our sport. We’re
very thankful that the Jacksonville
Country Day School facility that we
use can accommodate this large a
team,” said Roger Deary.
Baymeadows top swimmers include
Brian Hodang, Carl Andrews, Clare
and Emily Harvey, Brandon Holton,
Katelin and Tim Gildersleeve, Lindsey
Monger, Maggie Bucy and Ariel
Pillipow.
“We were very happy with our third
place finish in last year’s Championship
meet but will be hard pressed to finish
that high again in 2012,” said Becky
Deary
Other league teams competing in the

Jacksonville’s
for K Dress Shop

ids!

3HOPPES OF !VONDALE s   s

Ten-year old
Lauren
Conners of
the
Timuquana
Yacht Club
River Rats

River City Swim San Jose 2011 Winning Champs

league include Argyle Waves Swim
Team, Arlingwood Swim Club,
Beaches Aquatic Club, Deerwood
Swim Team, Episcopal Amberjacks,
Epping Forest Swim Team, Flying Fish
Swim Team, Julington Creek
Plantation, Oceanway, Tsunamis Swim
Team, Ponte Vedra Swim Team,
Rolling Hills Swim Team, Team
Fernandina Stingrays, University Swim
Association and
Wahoos Swim
Team.
The grounds
around the Cecil
Aquatic Center
will transform
into "Tent City"
with each team
having large
tents to use as
the club's home
base for the duration of the meet. It
always an action-packed four days and
is free and open to the public. There are
concessions and meet programs available for purchase.
“Many of our athletes have gone on
to compete at the college level and we

believe that
even those who
do not continue competing
after River
City will take
Becky and Roger Deary
with them
many skills and memories that will
serve them well as they continue on
into adulthood,” said RCSL Vice
President Margaret Basford.
For more information on the 2012
River City Swim League
Championships visit www.rcsl.org.

SUMMER
SALE in
Full Swing!
Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Bee here
for Summer Camps!
For Preschool and School-agers
Affordable hourly rates
Prepay discounts
Weekly themes
Pick your days

Southside
Location
Opening Spring
2012!

www.kidspark.com
Fun private parties.
Childcare available days, evennings and weekends.

Come for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2-12

License#
CO4DUO72

In Historic Ortega/Avondale
4274 Herschel St. s 904.387.8602

