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2012 Resident perspective:

Change is good
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
For me one of the most useful bits
of 2012 wisdom came off the bumper
of a VW van while I was trapped in a
5 Points traffic jam. “Change is
inevitable, except from a vending
machine.” I know that’s right, but
every time a major change happens
in my life I still spend too many minutes in jaw dropping denial before I
can see the gift of the life lurch. And,
yes, there is almost always a gift.
In 2005, I watched Hurricane
Frances create whitecaps on my
backyard, destroy my conventional
landscaping and bring in a transition
to urban farming. In 2007 I watched
someone to whom I had given birth
drive away in my auto heading
toward graduate school. Thus began
my attempt to live relatively car free.
It is not hard to embrace this freedom since the Historic District was
originally designed for people, not
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for cars. And, in the interest of full
disclosure, I have a spouse who has a
car.
In January of 2012, I strolled out
of the Riverside YMCA in a state of
yoga-induced bliss to find my
beloved bike no longer attached to its
rack. Pieces of the bike’s locking
cable lay on the ground, obviously
cut by a set of industrial strength
clippers. After the required minutes
of jaw-dropping incredulity, I
stormed back into the Y and thrust
the remains of the lock before the
management.
They were sorry. Truly sorry that
the theft had happened in their parking lot. They offered to take me
home and handed me lots of Kleenex
to mop up my tears and wipe my
nose. I said I would walk home. I
started out the door only to be intercepted by the former Bishop of
Florida, Frank Cerveny. He had finished his workout and was going
right by my house. He would be glad
to drop me off.
As an Episcopalian, having a bishop’s shoulder to sob on was comforting. Besides making the appropriate
consolation noises, he gently reminded me that the bike was a material
object — valued to be sure — but it
was not a lost child, not a bad diagnosis, not an unexpected death. By
the time I was deposited in my driveway, I possessed a modicum of per-
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spective on my loss.
Still, the sense of injustice lingered. And what does someone do in
today’s world, to right a wrong? One
goes on Facebook and proclaims the
wrong to the wider world. Somehow,
I fantasized that the golden cruiser
would be found and returned if
enough people were aware that it had
been stolen.
Later, that same night, a horn
blared in my driveway. A voice
yelled, “Victoria, I have your bike.” I
ran down the steps to find, not my
own bike, but one just like it in the
bed of the pickup truck. It had been
purchased by a friend to replace my
stolen one. I was speechless.
So what have the accumulated
changes, taught me? Basically, that
John Lennon was right when he said,
“Life is what happens to you while
you are busy making other plans.”
But the life changes of 2012 have
reinforced the fact that I live in an
amazing neighborhood. I have neighbors who like to dig in the dirt with
me to produce organic collards. I
have the workout model of an incredibly fit elder, a former bishop who
pumps iron on a regular basis. I have
a dear friend who supports my
attempt to go car free enough to give
me a new bike. I have the wonderful
Y, whose management responds to
problems quickly. When I rode my
replacement bike back to the Y, a
new rack had been installed in full
view of the front office window. Six
pairs of eyes assure enhanced bike
security. Now that’s incredibly
reassuring!
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Quiet zones may be solution for historic district’s train horns
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A train’s whistle blowing in the
night is nostalgic for some. But for
Historic District residents living within earshot, the only nostalgia is for
loss of peace and quiet and a good
night’s sleep.
“Train horns blast throughout the
early morning so loudly I warn guests
to close their windows at night,” said
Tom Merten, co-owner of Riverside’s
The Jenks House Bed and Breakfast.
At least 15 CSX trains daily travel
the tracks that parallel US-17 and run
through the historic districts for about
seven miles from Stockton Street to
Timuquana Road. Federal Railroad
Administration regulations dictate a 2long-1-short-1-long horn pattern at
crossings, which equals many sleepless nights.
To address the problem, Merten
and a neighbor, Richard Eckles, have
lobbied for “quiet zones,” or rail line
sections that contain crossings at

which train horns are not routinely
sounded. Wayside horns – stationary
horns mounted at crossings rather
than on trains – are another option.
They sound warnings that motorists at
crossings hear, but do not carry far
beyond. The cost can be $100,000 or
more per crossing.
City, state and railroad officials
must coordinate in order to institute

Luminaria Bike Ride
Sunday, December 16th at 6 p.m.
Meet at the Park and
King Shopping Area

=

such solutions. Past District 14
Councilman Michael Corrigan oversaw a 2006 quiet zone study for the
area, but said costs prohibited moving
forward. Current councilman, Jim
Love, said he receives few complaints
about the horns but would be willing
to investigate if the issue grew
momentum. Riverside Avondale
Preservation Executive Director

Carmen Godwin concurred, noting an
economic benefit to residents within
quiet zones.
“Some of the properties along the
tracks move toward commercial uses
instead of residential because of proximity. We’d rather not see more commercial intrusion into residential
areas, so silencing the trains in a way
that still provides the safety necessary
would benefit residential property values,” she said.
Richard Eckles last investigated
quiet zones around 2009. Although
frustrated by lack of progress from
city officials, he said he might try
again.
“It’s dormant but simmering in my
brain, usually about 3 to 5 a.m. when
I’m awakened.”
Contact Richard Eckles:
stoptrainnoise@gmail.com
Contact Jim Love:
JimLove@coj.net or 904-630-1390
Quiet zones/wayside horns:
http://www.quietzonetech.com/

Public works fixes Avondale
drainage trouble spot
Drainage at the intersection of
Edgewood Avenue South and Park
Street has been problematic during

the recent deluge of rain.
But the city’s public works department corrected the issue last month.
According to a late November
email from the city Engineering and
Construction Management Chief
William Joyce to District 14 City
Councilman Jim Love, crews identified a cave-in and bricked-up pipe
within the drainage system supporting the Edgewood/Park intersection.
Both situations, he said, have been
corrected. The crew discovered someone had bricked up the main 18-inch
line toward Boone Park, which
reduced the inlet size to about a
fourth of capacity. The brick was
removed. Crews also removed debris
from the bridge near Boone Park,
which also is expected to have a positive impact on drainage.
He asked Love to encourage residents to enter any future flooding
problems into the city’s CARE
System.
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Sidewalk upgrades coming to 5 Points
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The 5 Points Merchants
Association wants to ensure the
intersection of Park and Margaret
streets are not where the sidewalk
ends in the historic district.
The association plans to upgrade
sidewalks along two streets in 5
Points’ commercial sector: Lomax
between Oak and the roundabout,
and Margaret between the roundabout and Post.
“We want to revitalize those
streets to be congruent with the rest
of the area,” said Allan DeVault,
association president and co-owner

of Black Sheep Restaurant. “Our
goal is to make the district safer and
more pedestrian friendly overall.”
The plans also include reworking
the roundabout to improve traffic
flow.
“We would love to make it a true
roundabout, but there may not be
enough space. We’d at least like to
make it a more defined circle,”
DeVault said.
The association has $35,000 for
improvements. The money came
from charitable donations to
Riverside Avondale Preservation,
according to RAP’s executive director Carmen Godwin.
“While they are charitable dona-

tions to RAP and we can utilize
them for any purpose, we have been
saving these private donations for a
capital project in 5 Points,” Godwin
said. “Making those streets more
pedestrian friendly can only improve
property values on that corridor.”
The project has no city funding.
The association and volunteers will
do all maintenance and landscaping.
“Getting city money is difficult in
these tough budgetary times. I think
it’s important to show an effort and
invest our own time and money
before we seek help,” DeVault said.
DeVault did approach the
Jacksonville Bicycle Pedestrian
Action Committee about lowering

the blinking light at the Sun-Ray
Cinema pedestrian crossing to six
feet, with a street level sign referencing Florida’s pedestrian right-ofway law.
David Joudi, owner of Riverside
Liquors & Village Wine Shop,
embraces the changes and thinks it is
5 Points’ turn to join other historic
districts in their recent revitalization.
“I see 5 Points like the East
Village in New York City, with its
varied restaurants, boutiques and
bars. We are going in a positive
direction.”
Better sidewalks beginning some
time after the New Year will mark
that direction.

Pedestrian crossing signs help keep Shoppes safer for shoppers
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The holidays are fast approaching
— but the new pedestrian crossing
signs in the Shoppes of Avondale
caution “not so fast.”
Concerned by an increasing trend
of drivers speeding through the
neighborhood shopping area, representatives from the Avondale
Merchants Association brought the
situation to the attention of District
14 City Councilman Jim Love. Love
and Avondale Merchants Association
President Diane Garcia later met
with representatives of the state

Department of Transportation last
month to discuss traffic calming
solutions that would make Avondale
a safer place for holiday shoppers
and pedestrians.
Just a few weeks after their initial
discussions and much to the delight
of area community leaders, the
pedestrian crossing signs were
installed.
Both Love and FDOT representatives laud the project as an example
of how the community can work
with city and transportation officials
to effect critical change quickly.
“We met with a couple of FDOT
folks and they came up with some

ideas,” Love said. “The signs were
great solution, and we wondered
how fast we could get them in — we
wanted them in before the Christmas
rush. It all happened pretty fast.”
Love said the FDOT was very
responsive. Just a few weeks after
their initial meeting, Love saw an
FDOT worker from Jacobson
Construction installing the poles and
signs.
“He did most of it in one day,”
Love said.
The effects of the sign installation
are yet to be seen. But Love said if
they save one life, they are worth the
roughly $1,000 it cost to put them in

the ground.
“I don’t want anybody to die on
my watch — if it can save one life
it’s worth it,” Love said. “I guarantee
you if people slow down it will save
property values and injuries. These
signs came up just in time for the
holiday season.”
Love encouraged residents to use
the 630-CITY line for reporting
problems or other issues around the
neighborhood. He said he often
walks around the community with
his phone, taking pictures of problematic areas and emailing them to
the 630-CITY email for attention.
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Mellow Mushroom owners to tear down gas station
Appeals to restaurant’s
plans to be heard in
January
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Mellow Mushroom of Avondale
owner John Valentino said he plans
to raze the gas station property he
owns on St. Johns Avenue in time for
the December holidays.
The news coincides with
announcement of an upcoming Land
Use and Zoning appeals hearing in
early January. In addition to a group
of neighbors calling themselves We
Love Avondale LLC and Riverside
Avondale Preservation, three other
local groups have signed on to appeal
a Sep. 17 city planning commission’s
approval of Mellow Mushroom’s
exception application for the restaurant. The appeals, originally slated to
be heard Dec. 4, will take place on
Saturday, Jan. 5.
Mellow comes nowhere close to
describing the neighborhood frenzy
over the restaurant’s plans, now in its
fifth version. The latest designs call
for a shorter bar, 198 seats and a
smaller building footprint, according
to Valentino.
Valentino said, as the property
owner, he has every right to tear the
gas station down and proceed with
site preparation for a new building —
despite ongoing plan appeals from

area residents. The gas station property originally was slated to be part
of an adaptive re-use restaurant
design with green space that includes
the adjacent Shoppes retail space formerly occupied by ‘town. In an effort
to provide more on-site parking,
however, Valentino opted to revise
the site design according to plans
suggested by WLA and RAP. Instead
of incorporating the existing gas station structure into the plans, WLA
and RAP proposed the building be
razed and a new building constructed
to create additional parking onsite.
Because it is hard to insure the
vacant building in its current state, he
said a tear-down made logical sense.
He expected to do it before early
December, and in a mid-November
interview said he hoped to raze the
structure before Christmas in
Avondale. Valentino planned to stage
a benefit for Nemours children’s cancer efforts on the Mellow Mushroom
gas station site during the annual
neighborhood holiday gathering.
Valentino said the fundraising plans
included service of burritos, beer and
hot chocolate.
Talk of the January appeals hearing, however, takes the glimmer out
of Valentino’s gaze.
“We’re not trying to build the
biggest thing in Avondale, we just
want to be treated like everyone
else,” Valentino said, noting how personal the issue has become during
the past six months. Residents on

both sides of the issue are friends
and neighbors — Valentino said he
sees many of the people against his
restaurant at local club events and
children’s gatherings. “This is discrimination — I have no right to tell
residents what to do with their property. It’s disappointing. I think there
are a lot of people who think
Avondale is too good for barbecue
and pizza.”
Tommy Donahoo, a local attorney
who lives near the Shoppes of
Avondale and has been at the forefront of the We Love Avondale group
described by Mellow Mushroom officials as “the opposition,” said the
message in the five appeals filed to
the city’s LUZ committee is well
stated.
“We have stated our position with
Mellow Mushroom throughout the
summer in terms of size, scale, hours
of operation, noise and impact to the
area,” Donahoo said. “While we have
been called mean-spirited, we are
simply residents who are attracted to
the area because of its charm, character and high quality of life.”
He said the Shoppes have presented “a nice complement to the area
residences” as it was intended years
ago in its design.
“The appeals have been filed to
protect and maintain the Shoppes as
a local, neighborhood shopping area
that is worthy of national recognition,” Donahoo said. “Unfortunately,
the Mellow Mushroom team has a

different vision of the future — the
addition of a large, late-night
bar/restaurant will change the character of the Shoppes.”
Top concerns, he said, are parking
and traffic as well as size, scale,
noise issues and hours of service.
Valentino and Simon Keymer, a
neighborhood public affairs specialist
with Keymer Inc. who has been
assisting Mellow Mushroom, said the
restaurant wants to be afforded the
same rights as other restaurants
already existing in the area. The
problems raising the most concerns
— parking, safety and noise — are
the problems of other entities.
“If there are people misbehaving
late at night, it’s a JSO problem,”
Valentino said. “If there are people
parking and blocking driveways, it’s
a city problem.”
Still, opponents of Mellow
Mushroom’s restaurant plans say the
owners have not done enough.
“Changes offered since the presentation of initial plans at the April
meeting at Grace Church have not
reduced the community’s concerns;
despite countless hours and meetings,” Donahoo said. “So that is why
these concerns need to be heard by
our elected officials.”
For more information on the
upcoming appeals, visit www.igetmellow.com,
www.weloveavondale.com, and
www.riversideavondale.org.

Gardner’s Ortega Florist
We have moved!
Please visit us for all of your
,SPMHE]¾SVEPWERHHIGSVEXMSRW
at 4208 Oxford Avenue
just around the corner
from our previous shop.

904-387-7002
www.gardnersofortega.com
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Sean Kelly placed on leave during planning department investigation
Efficiency of planning
department questioned,
but Kelly’s role unclear
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
What began with two city council
members seeking to increase efficiency at the city’s planning department
apparently led to the forced paid
administrative leave of Chief of
Current Planning Sean Kelly and an
ensuing investigation.
While council members Lori
Boyer and John Crescimbeni have
been clear about their planning
department concerns, less clear is
why Kelly was targeted for an investigation. Also unclear is the nature
of that investigation.
In an Oct. 22 memo, Director of
Planning and Development Calvin
Burney advised Kelly the city was
“conducting a workplace investigation” and he was on paid administrative leave. Kelly was directed “not to
contact any city employees or enter
your workplace facility” and “to be
available to return to the workplace
to assist in this investigation when
contacted.” The investigation’s focus
was not specified and Burney
referred all questions to Mayor
Brown’s spokesperson, David
DeCamp.
“We are limited in what we can
say because the investigation is still
in its fact finding phase,” DeCamp

said. “Due process must be followed
are nonetheless concerns about some
so it would be inappropriate to comdepartment procedures. Do they go
ment at this time.”
back to Sean? I don’t know.”
Tad Delegal, Kelly’s lawyer, said
While he did not specifically name
that he and Kelly met with city
Kelly, Crescimbeni made no secret of
human resource
his lack of confidence
representative, Gail
in some planning
Hill, and lawyer,
department employ“We
are
limited
in
what
Mary Jarrett, on
ees.
Oct. 30 where Kelly
“I have had longwe can say because the standing
was asked to
issues with
describe various
the planning departinvestigation is still in
planning department, particularly
ment procedures.
with certain employits fact finding phase.
They were schedees and the performuled to meet with
ance of their duties,”
Due process must be
human resources
he said during a
again on Nov. 6, but followed so it would
recent phone interthe city cancelled.
view.
“We haven’t
Boyer identified
be inappropriate to
heard back from the
three concerns, two of
comment at this time.” which she addressed
city. I’m encouraged that they are
during a joint
not going too
LUZ/Planning
David DeCamp
quickly and didn’t
Commission meeting
Mayor
Brown’s
spokesperson
act sooner. My hope
June 17: Too much
is that they are conflexibility in the way
ducting their invesdesired conditions to
tigation and concluding no wrong
planned unit development rezoning
doing on Sean’s part,” Delegal said.
are recorded and preserved, and LUZ
Boyer, who is Land Use and
not receiving enough information
Zoning Committee chair, said she
about the rationale for recommendanever targeted Kelly.
tions from Planning Commission
“All I was doing was pointing out
meetings regarding approval or disissues that I felt we needed to get a
approval of items.
handle on. Maybe my concerns
Boyer suggested creating formal
pushed Director Burney in that direc- PUD rezoning guidelines so LUZ
tion [of targeting Kelly] but that was
does not inadvertently convert a connot my intent,” she said. “Sean is
dition which the Planning
experienced and competent, but there Commission intended to be invio-

lable into a site plan or narrative item
that can be modified without LUZ or
even Planning Commission approval.
But in a recent phone interview,
Boyer indicated the issue persists.
“There are still issues with the
PUD process, PUD modifications
and enforcement,” she said.
Regarding LUZ’s need to know
more about Planning Commission
deliberations, including rationale and
vote tally, several possible solutions
were aired at the June 17 meeting.
Chief among them was that LUZ
could view video and other detailed
information of Planning Commission
meetings online.
However, a sharply worded email
dated Oct. 11 to Kelly from Sandy
Simmons, Burney’s administrative
assistant, indicated posting of information was not meeting expectations.
The email directed Kelly to
“…make sure your staff understands
that it is a must and very important
that the [Planning Commission] site
be kept up to date,” noting that
excuses such as “I don’t have rights”
and “I don’t know how” were no
longer going to be tolerated because
proper training had been implemented.
“Please handle it in the Current
Planning Division and use me only as
a last resort, but be mindful, my last
resort may not mean the same as
your last resort so as the chief, however you decide to handle it makes
no difference, it is just the way it
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is being handled now is
absolutely not working. My job now
is to make sure it does not get back
to the director’s level,” Simmons
wrote in the email.
“That email just reflects the stress
everyone was feeling. Sean shared
the frustration, recognized those
problems and worked hard to address
them,” Delegal said.
Boyer’s third concern, discussed at
an Oct.15 meeting convened by her
and Crescimbeni to address “pending
legislation to combine current planning and community planning departments, as well as LUZ issues and
zoning procedures,” centered on zoning notice procedures regarding public notices allegedly not being fol-
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lowed. Three developments were
cited: the proposed Mellow
Mushroom restaurant in Avondale,
Harbortown, a marina community on
the Intracoastal Waterway at Atlantic
Boulevard, and 5 Points Village, a
shopping center in 5 Points.
Delegal, as well as attorney Steve
Diebenow, who represents Mellow
Mushroom and 5 Points Village,
refute the allegations, arguing that
there were either pending decisions
that warranted delay in notification,
honest oversight on the part of planning department personnel not overseen by Kelly, or that the notice
issues are without merit.
“Sean is a real professional who
knows zoning code as well as anyone

“I have had longstanding issues
with the planning
department, particularly
with certain employees
and the performance of
their duties.”
John Crescimbeni
Council Member

in the city. There are allegations that
he is ‘on the side of developers,’ but I
can tell you that he’s ruled as much
for neighbors and neighborhoods as
for developers,” Diebenow said.
While these and other issues about
planning department procedures have
been questioned, any direct connection to Kelly’s culpability has apparently yet to be proven.
“There’s clearly frustration with
the way the overall department functions. Sean is also frustrated with
some of the structural problems. He
also wants a more open, transparent
process. But nothing that I’ve seen
suggests he did anything but comply
with department procedures,” Delegal
said.
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Construction begins on 220 Riverside

It was a community affair last
month in Riverside, as representatives from the city, Hallmark
Partners and other development partners held an official groundbreaking
for 220 Riverside and its contiguous
community park.

Photos courtesy of Jennifer Savage

Pratt-Dannals chooses Lee
for final school visit
Just weeks before, developers
announced a new partnership with
Nashville-based real estate investment trust MAA. MAA owns and
manages 49,000 multifamily apartment homes in the Sunbelt region of
the United States. The company’s
executive vice president and chief
operating officer is Thomas L.
Grimes, who grew up in Ortega.
The groundbreaking event included renderings of the project, an official shovel-and-dirt ceremony and

cuisine from local food trucks.
Mayor Alvin Brown and
Councilman Warren Jones, in addition to a slew of other business and
community leaders, were there for
the neighborhood celebration.
The 220 Riverside project will
include 294 apartments with onsite
amenities, 18,000 square feet of
retail space and an adjacent community park that will support more than
250 days of programming and special events throughout the year.

Duval County Public School
Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals,
who retires at the end of the year,
made his final school visit last
month to Robert E. Lee High
School in Riverside — a place
where he served as principal for
five years in the early 1990s.
Pratt-Dannals toured the
school’s new building, currently
under construction, as well as several classrooms.

Robert E. Lee High School Principal tours the construction
site with outgoing Duval County Public School
Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals last month
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT
Continue mobility fee moratorium or not?
There is an important citywide debate currently taking place regarding the
2030 Mobility Plan, or, more accurately, the mobility fees associated with it.
The plan reduces vehicle miles traveled and encourages alternate modes of
transportation by “incentivizing” development in the urban core where infrastructure already exists to support growth. It integrates land development with
transportation planning and has an impact fee system that funnels money from
development back into the same area where the development took place to be
used for capital projects.

TONEY SLEIMAN

Mobility fees, not now
Mobility Fees are significant enough
to make a new development infeasible.
There are a number of projects that
would not have gone forward if the
City of Jacksonville did not impose the
original moratorium. I have a project
that I spent two years negotiating a
lease on because of the imposition of
taxes and fees, including the Mobility
Fee. Simply put, it made no economic
sense to develop the property until our
city had the foresight to impose a temporary moratorium. This allowed
enough relief for an out-of-area business to operate in Jacksonville, while
saving me enough money not only to
build a new store but also create jobs
for local residents.
As part of the development I was
required – at my cost – to install retention ponds, water lines, sidewalks, new
traffic signals, new turn lanes, even a
new roadway which would ultimately
be accessible to all area residents. At
the time the land was vacant property,
deriving minimal property taxes for the
city. The costs associated with the
infrastructure improvements I was
required to provide exceeded $6 million. These costs covered not only the
materials needed to build these facilities, but also the salaries of engineers,
architects, construction workers and
the city inspectors who reviewed the
development. Jobs were created and
some positions funded simply by this
development going forward.
But more than just those construction jobs, real full-time jobs were also
created. The company employs more
than 150 people. Additionally, revenue
for the city was created. A new store
can easily generate an additional $1.5
million in taxes and contribute almost
$200 thousand in property taxes and
fees during its first year. That translates
to more than $27 million over a 20year period. On top of that, the first
year wages created exceeds another
$6.6 million being funneled into our
local economy. That’s over $8 million
in revenue for the city in year one
alone.
Compare those amounts to a mobility fee and you can see why it makes
sense to incentivize private industry to
proceed with development. By offering

temporary relief from these fees the
city can substantially increase its Ad
Valorem Tax Rolls, which otherwise
continue to decline, as well as capture
dollars that are needed for the General
Fund and put our citizens back to
work.
I believe the Mobility Fee is an
improvement over the concurrency
system and a step in the right direction.
I do not favor abolishing the Mobility
Plan. I advocate the extension of a
temporary moratorium while
Jacksonville residents recover. It’s
actually quite simple, and I have the
numbers to prove it. I can pay as little
as $10 thousand a year in real estate
taxes on a vacant property and let it
just sit, or I can develop it and pay
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually and for years to come, while creating jobs. I only hope those that oppose
a moratorium do not have children or
grandchildren seeking employment
during these times.

DOUG SKILES

The time is now
Quality never happens by accident.
Quality of living is no exception.
Vital to this quality are the places
we inhabit and the ways we travel
between them. Imagine a city that fosters a strong sense of community,
where we have more reasons to help
each other than to isolate ourselves and
fight each other.
It seems that Jacksonville is heading
in the opposite direction. We have
become a city entirely dominated by
automobile travel, with neighbors battling over where we park our cars.
It doesn’t have to be that way.
The Mobility Plan was created to
achieve the Neighborhood Vision Plans
of 2003-2010, which spoke to strengthening neighborhoods and providing
reliable, safer travel in our city. Where
we spend our lives and how we get
there are inextricably linked. It is difficult to have “walkable” neighborhoods
that rely entirely on automobile travel.
As the mobility fee gains momentum we will see new bike lanes, safer
pedestrian ways and road improvement
projects. The plan fully funds a streetcar connecting Downtown with
Riverside/Avondale, reducing the need
for automobile use.

One month after the plan was approved in September 2011, city council voted
for a one-year mobility fee moratorium to stimulate the local economy. That
moratorium ended on October 19, 2012. There are some who think it should be
continued for another year. Others disagree.
The Resident invited two developers at the heart of the debate to present their
perspective. Toney Sleiman, president/CEO of Sleiman Enterprises, is for a
continuation of the fee moratorium. Doug Skiles, president of Envision Design
+ Engineering, is against a moratorium. Their opinion – your decision.
The enforcement of the mobility fee
gives developers reason to rebuild in
existing areas. With abundant vacant
office space and outdated shopping
centers needing complete redevelopment, we can bring life back to struggling neighborhoods. These projects
would have very low, if any, mobility
fee required.
A developer choosing to locate at
the fringe of the city will have considerably greater impact on the road system in the future and will be subject to
a higher mobility fee to fund future
transportation projects.
Those who want another mobility
fee moratorium argue it has created
jobs by making otherwise impossible
projects possible. The city lost over $3
million during the moratorium period.
Should we continue to lose revenue so
a handful of developers can build projects while we forego the revenue from
the majority of projects that could have
paid the fee?
The St. Johns Town Center area has
its own transportation fee and it hasn’t
stopped development. New projects

paid a combined $647,620 in transportation fees. Why were these projects able to pay the fee, and those outside unable to pay the fee?
St. Johns County exceeded Duval
County in single-family home building
by 50% during the moratorium period.
This was accomplished while charging
an average impact fee of $11,795 per
home. Homebuyers paid this fee
because of quality. Most felt St. Johns
County had better schools and safer
neighborhoods.
Infrastructure construction creates
jobs too, and has a multiplying effect
into the future by encouraging development in strategic areas.
Hard decisions are easily deferred;
however, history does not forgive laziness. There will always be a reason to
wait, until we find ourselves here
again, wondering why we wasted so
many years. It comes down to quality
of life. What type of community do
we want to live in? And when is the
time to do something about it?
I believe the time is now.

Psalm 1:3

Riverside Invites you to:
Experience The Journey of Faith
in Advent and C hristmas
A NEW YEAR BEGINS... Advent marks the beginning of the church year
- an invitation to prepare, anticipate, expect and long for all that God
has promised. While the world gets caught up in the frenzy of gifts, we
invite you to prepare with us for the coming of the Holy One.
December 2
Festival of Christmas & Advent
Music 5-6 p.m. Dinner at 6:15
And Children’s Christmas Play
December 2
Divorce Support Group 12:15 p.m.
December 5
Dinner 5:45 and Caroling at the
Riverside Presbyterian House
December 8
Kettle Ringing at Riverside Publix
December 9
Caring Tree Sunday

December 16
Luminaria Sunday
December 18- January 2
Hosting International Students
December 19
Lunch & Learn at the Alhambra
December 23
International Students’ Lunch
December 27
College Gathering
December 31
January
Flavors of the
World: 1Dinner
NewbyYears
Day Services
hosted
International
Students

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

December 24
One Service 11:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Services

5:00 p.m.: Children & Family Service
7:30 p.m.: Candlelight Service & Communion
10:30 p.m.: Candlelight Service
Sunday School at 9:30 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00
849 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

(904)355-4585
RPCJAX.org
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Salty Fig's parking lot river-friendly
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
When The Salty Fig opens in
December, it promises not only
“great food and a big city bar promoting the best local ingredients,”
but may also serve up a lesson in
how businesses can cheaply incorporate green design practices.
Owner Mark Rubin has invested
two years and $100,000 converting
the alley behind the King Street
restaurant into a 13-space parking
lot that incorporates pervious
pavement and a bioswale.

“When you can easily introduce a
component of sustainability into a
project, why not do it? I feel we all
have a social obligation to protect
the environment,” Rubin said.
The bioswale’s price was “nominal” according to San Marco-based
engineer Doug Skiles, the project’s
designer. “It was an area requiring
landscaping regardless, and we
looked for a way to add value at no
extra cost.”
The major expense was associated
with convincing the city and
Riverside Avondale Preservation to
allow him to convert the alley into a
parking lot, Rubin said.
“Attorney and architect fees and
fees associated with various applications to the city ate up most of the
cost. We also constructed an 8-foot
fence for a neighbor that allows air
to pass through but not sound.
Construction was the smallest
expenditure,” Rubin said.
St. Johns Riverkeeper is considering Salty Fig as a pilot for a new
river friendly restaurant program for
its incorporation of sustainable
design elements.

“Criteria is being finalized for the
program, but I am excited that they
will use a bioswale and serve as an
example of how we
can effectively manage stormwater using
green infrastructure
practices,” said
Riverkeeper’s Jimmy
Orth.
The ecological benefits of bioswales have
made them popular
throughout Jacksonville,
Skiles said. He and Orth
conceived of San Marco
Library’s bioswale, which was
designed by Ortega Forest resident
and Jacksonville Zoo horticulturist
Bob Chabot. While it was too expensive to include any follow-up results
testing, its main purpose was to
demonstrate the possibilities.
“Bioswales not only provide temporary storage for stormwater
runoff, they are landscaped with
plants that naturally filter and clean
the stormwater as it recharges the
aquifer. The plants themselves serve
a beautifying purpose, often used to

“When you can
easily introduce a

component of sustainability

into a project, why not do it?
I feel we all have a social
obligation to protect the
environment.”
– Mark Rubin
screen parking areas. When filled
with native plants, the bioswales
provide a natural habitat for many of
our indigenous birds, insects and
mammals,” said Skiles, who has
another planned for San Marco
Station.
Many of these benefits are now on
the menu at The Salty Fig.

Revitalized 5 Points Merchants
Association has high aspirations
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The 5 Points Merchants
Association is alive and well.
After a long history of sporadic
engagement and a six-year dormant
period, the revitalized association
held its first meeting May 2011 with
David Joudi, whose Riverside Liquors
& Village Wine Shop is among the
oldest stores in the area, serving as
president.
“We have a lot going on and needed to be ready when things really
started happening,” Joudi said.
The group recently made a seamless transition into its second leader-

ship board, with Allan DeVault, from
Black Sheep Restaurant, as president.
Joining him is Vice President Bill
Martin, Five Points Antiques;
Treasurer Amy Horton, Regions
Bank; and Secretaries Nancy Darlow,
The UPS Store, and TJ Vedegys,
Divine Approach.
“Our goals are to bring people to
the area through interesting events
and great businesses, and to be an
information source for residents,”
DeVault said.
The association plans to offer two
signature events a year, increase
pedestrian safety through upgraded
sidewalks, improve traffic flow by
reworking the roundabout and

enhance landscaping. “We want to be
a force for positive change in the
neighborhood,” DeVault said.
The association currently has 20
members, all merchants, but invites
residents and professionals to join.
Annual membership fees are $200 for
merchants, $100 for professionals and
$25 for residents. Meetings take place
the third Wednesday of each month at
10 a.m. at Black Sheep, 1534 Oak
Street. Non-members are welcomed
to attend.
For more information, visit their
Facebook Page at
www.facebook.com/5pointsjax or
contact Allan DeVault at
(904) 355-3793.
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Neighborhood rallies for Hurricane Sandy relief efforts
Churches, schools and individuals
across the neighborhoods have been
reaching out to those affected by last
month’s wrath from Hurricane Sandy
and the subsequent Nor’easter.
Episcopal churches on both sides
of the river and Downtown have been
raising funds for Episcopal Relief and
Development, which provides assistance and recovery aid to devastated
areas. A group of donors from St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Ortega
offered to match all gifts made to
ERD by Dec. 31.
Ortega United Methodist Church,
located on Roosevelt Boulevard, supported relief efforts in tangible way.
With support from the community,
church congregants filled a semi-trailer with supplies for victims at a
United Methodist Church in
Bloomfield, NJ. Residents loaded the
truck with food, water, toiletries, blan-

kets and clothes. Bloomfield UMC
runs a shelter in the area and the
goods helped refill their supply.
Duval County Public Schools
Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals
launched a district-wide student collection effort last month for residents
in the Northeast. Mayor Alvin Brown
joined BI-LO and Winn-Dixie in support of the initiative, alongside JEA,
JAXPORT, the Jacksonville
Transportation Authority and the
Jacksonville Aviation Authority.
Nonperishable food bins were located
at city buildings and at the city’s
Veterans Job Fair at the Prime Osborn
last month. BI-LO and Winn-Dixie
donated two tractor trailers full of
canned and bottled foods.
“Duval County Public Schools is
proud to partner with the City of
Jacksonville in this initiative to collect
essential items that will aid in the

recovery process for the
families and individuals who
have suffered loss from the
inclement weather,” said
Superintendent PrattDannals. “I strongly encourage Duval County public
schools and all employees to
do their part in contributing
to the fundraising efforts to
help those who have been
affected by Hurricane
Sandy.”
In San Jose, Congregation
Ahaveth Chesed pointed
concerned residents to the
Union of Reform Judaism’s
Hurricane Relief Fund. The
URJ’s Hurricane Relief
Fund helps provide relief to
congregations, families and
communities in the area.

Waffle House to re-open on Roosevelt
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A spokesperson from Waffle
House, Inc., the Norcross, GA-based
company, confirmed that a new
Waffle House restaurant will open at
the 4271 Roosevelt Boulevard site
early next year. Formerly operated
under franchisee Northlake Foods,
which went into bankruptcy in 2008,
this and other Florida Waffle House
restaurants were taken over by the

corporation in 2009 to be run under
its wholly-owned subsidiary, East
Coast Waffles, which has more than
100 outlets.
According to Pat Warner, Waffle
House is committed to the
Jacksonville market. “The reclaimed
restaurants are running well. We’re
excited about reinvesting in
Jacksonville and recently opened a
new restaurant near the airport,” he
said.
The Roosevelt Blvd. restaurant is

not situated within the
Riverside/Avondale historic district
and therefore not restricted by codes
under the Historic Preservation
Commission, enabling Waffle House
to purchase an adjoining property
and raze the house to provide for
more parking.
Waffle House is a privately held
restaurant chain with 1,600-plus
locations primarily in the southeast
United States.
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Service & Repair at a Price That’s Fair!
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Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
in the Sanctuary
5 p.m. Family
7 p.m. Traditional
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE - ADVENT THEME: CREATING A WONDERFUL LIFE
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sunday School (all ages)
11:00 a.m. Family Services in the Sanctuary
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DeLuxe
Cleaners

You wear our reputation.
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387-0415
20% OFF

Your Next purchase!
With this coupon
Must present coupon
with in-coming order.
Offer Expires
December 31st, 2012

3 Neighborhood Locations:

4312 Herschel St.
1268 McDuff Ave.
2255 Oak St.

Exceptions to the rules:
How PUDs, administrative deviations change landscape
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Black Sheep Restaurant on the
corners of Margaret and Oak streets in
Five Points made extensive use of one.
Goozlepipe & Guttyworks on King
Street in Riverside did not. Mellow
Mushroom in Avondale was going to,
but decided against it. The one from
1661 Riverside has people confused.
The Planned Unit Development
(PUD) is one tool developers can
access when they seek modifications
to regular zoning laws and the
Riverside/Avondale Overlay.
Administrative Deviations (AD),
Waivers, Variances and Exceptions are
also at their disposal.
“The PUD format sometimes
makes it a lot easier to make better use
of a unique space,” said Allan
DeVault, co-owner of Black Sheep.
“Some restrictions of the Overlay would
have made it challenging to develop that
property without a PUD. It provides you
a lot more give-and-take than an AD.”
But Riverside Avondale Preservation
officials have a different perspective.
“PUDs are not good for our city,”
said Carmen Godwin, executive director
of RAP. “The kind of spot zoning where
you write your own story overrides the
planned zoning for the area. The
Overlay should have eliminated the need
for deviations. They shouldn’t be granted unless there’s a good reason. They

A PUD is a type of
rezoning that provides
flexibility in planning,
design, development and
innovative approaches to
the design of community
environments.
Bruce Lewis

City-planning supervisor

really should be the exception to the rule
and not something common throughout
the district.”
A PUD is a type of rezoning that provides flexibility in planning, design,
development and innovative approaches
to the design of community environments, according to Bruce Lewis, city
planning supervisor.
“Their purpose is to allow for a mix
of uses that you can’t find in a conventional zoning district. For example, residential and commercial adjacent to each
other,” Lewis said.
They are specific to a particular property and stay with that property even
through an ownership change. Unlike
AD’s, waivers, exceptions and variances
– all of which target one specific rezoning request – PUDs cover multiple deviations and categories and they are all
vetted through the city council rather
than just the planning commission.
The perfectly developed PUD is a
collaborative effort between city, neighborhood, preservationists and developer.
In Black Sheep’s case, the PUD restricts
amplified music on the roof top terrace
to no later than 10 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday and after midnight Friday and
Saturday. “That was a condition the residents wanted,” Godwin noted.
Other conditions were not as easy to
come by. “We didn’t want as big a
building and we wanted more set back,”
Godwin said, acknowledging that,
because Five Points is in an Urban
Transitional zoning area, the 45-foot
building height complies with standards
and the restaurant did not have to provide any set back.
Black Sheep nonetheless made provisions for the Overlay, Lewis said. “The
footprint stayed the same, but they modified a number of architectural designs
such as window moldings, cornices and
decorative trim.”
Be that as it may, Godwin feels the
planning department often works against
the best interest of the Overlay. “It starts
with the planning staff and they take
their cue from the government leadership. We feel they sometimes ‘give away
the farm.’”
Regardless of the planning department’s role, another point of collaboration from Black Sheep involved parking:
The Urban Traditional parking requirement for a 45-foot or less building is 25

percent of regular zoning, so, in their
case, 21 spots. They have met that
requirement and have elected to include
an additional 11 that is not actually in
the PUD. They also provided three bike
racks.
“They proved that they could be
trusted outside of the scope of the
PUD,” Godwin said. “They are positive
for the neighborhood.”
Godwin feels that what would also be
good for the neighborhood is developers
using AD’s, waivers, exceptions and
variances rather than PUDs.
“With PUDs sometimes it feels like
it’s, ‘give me the world, then we will
negotiate down from there,’” Godwin
said. “The AD makes it easier for the
community to understand what is being
requested. They’re just far less
confusing.”
Goozlepipe & Guttyworks’ developers agreed, using an AD to allow off-site
parking, an exception for outside sale of
alcohol and a variance for landscaping.
“A PUD just wasn’t appropriate in
our case because we weren’t using
mixed zoning categories,” said co-developer Ed Salem.
Mellow Mushroom developer John
Valentino recently reached the same
conclusion, withdrawing his PUD submission and instead proceeding via
AD’s and exceptions.
We are optimistic that we can address
the neighbors’ concerns regarding parking or anything else without having to
do a PUD,” said Mellow Mushroom’s
attorney, Steve Diebenow. “But PUDs
are not the problem. The perception that
‘one size fits all’ is the real issue.”
Parking concerns are something
1661 Riverside developers thought they
addressed in its PUD, but the wording
has some people confused.
he issue is whether their garage parking is open to the public. There are
clearly marked signs in the garage
restricting the lot to customers and tenants. Others receive a note on their
windshield indicating that it is a private
lot.
The PUD states, in part, “The parking garage will be open to the public
and on street parking…will be available.
Free parking will be available to commercial tenants and customers on the
ground floor of the parking garage.”
Some interpret this as being open to
the public – customer, tenant or not.
Godwin’s interpretation is that the
garage is open to the public, but they
can charge; if you are doing business in
the building, it is free. A visit to the site
provided proof that 1661 does not
charge. Lewis concluded that the development is in compliance by allowing
only customers and tenants to use the
garage.
Another 1661 PUD issue revolves
around a pedestrian throughway from
Margaret to May streets. As per the
PUD, it is identified with a sign, but it is
too small to see from the street. Also,
the gate, which should only be locked
from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., is often secured
at other times. These are easy fixes, but
they do lead to confusion and accusations of non-compliance.
“This is exactly why PUDs are so
dicey,” Godwin said.

SO L D
505 Lancaster Terr 11AB - $650,000 1102 Copeland St

UNDER CONTRACT
5400 Water Oak Ln #106 - $200,000

3/4-3,025 sqft. Rare opportunity to obtain a high-floor
combined AB unit in one of the most sought after and
prestigious condo buildings in all Riverside/Avondale.

2/2-1,324 sqft. Hard to find two bedroom, two bathroom
first floor flat at beautiful Pirates Bay! Fabulous waterviews
from this unit. High ceilings, extended great room,
woodburning fireplace and wonderful covered deck.

4/3-2,618 sqft Tastefully renovated 2 story home in the
heart of Riverside, walking distance to shops, parks & St.
Johns River .Beautiful corner lot and wrap around porch.

4125 Timuquana RD - $250,000
3/2-1,586 sqft. The Beautiful Double Lot adds to the many
extras offered in this Lovely Home in the Ortega Area. In
the immediate area of the Timuquana Country Club.

2358 Riverside Ave. 802 - $725,000

4238 Lakeside Dr 202 - $560,000

5090 Ortega Forest Dr - $1,250,000

LISTED AND SOLD BY US
4238 Lakeside Dr 301

3/3-2,275 sqft. Fabulous riverfront views from this
stunning 8th floor condominium home in Historic
Riverside. Enjoy river breezes, sunrises & sunsets, private
2-car garage, 2 storage rooms & 2 balconies.

3/3-2,659 sqft. Where the Ortega and St. Johns Rivers
meet sits one of the most unique condominium
developments in all of Northeast Florida. Great layout with
marble floors throught the living areas.

4/3/2-4,150 sqft.This house is turn key! It is so beautiful you
might not even want to change a paint color!Family room with
cathedral ceiling and Florida room are across the back of the
house taking advantage of the magnificent St. Johns River.

3/3-2,659 sqft.The River Homes @ Ortega Landing have
wonderful views and access to the Marina @ Ortega Landing
which is one of Jacksonville’s finest marina facilities, use of the
clubhouse and pool are included in the monthly condo fee.

2830 Post St - $220,000

SO L D
3946 McGirts Blvd

2721 Mc Girts Blvd. - $481,500

3/2-1,674 sqft. Jewel in Riverside! Historic charm with all
the modern conveniences. Gorgeous remodeled 1940’s
Craftsman style bungalow.

4/7/1-6,972 sqft. This house has IT ALL. Enjoy the river
from the covered back porch or the large pool. Dock and
covered boathouse.

4/3- 2,594 sqft. Awesome new price for Riverfront Home in
the heart of historic Ortega only minutes from downtown
This home offers lovely river views enjoy the sunsets.

UNDER CONTRACT
4127 Ortega Blvd - $2,500,000
4/5/2-6,558 sqft. Stunning Mediterranean built in 2008 in
the heart of Ortega on the St. Johns River. From the moment
you step into the two story foyer with grand staircase,
tumbled travertine floors and river views, you are in paradise!

2525 College St -$105,000 - $247,000
The John Gorrie Condominium is a Restoration &
Renovation of a Historic Landmark into 68 Unique Luxury
Residences Offering Convenient Amenities to Include a
Fitness Center, Elevators, Private Gated Parking & More.

UNDER CONTRACT
1472 South Edgewood Cir - $899,000 5102 Yacht Club Rd - $1,250,000

UNDER CONTRACT
4165 Roma Blvd - $395,000

4/3/1-4,154 sqft. This is a WOW home! Understated elegance that welcomes you in from the gorgeous front door
and foyer all the way to the beautiful backyard and pool.

4/3/1- 2,839 sqft. Incredible BUY! Rich with architectural
detail and located just minutes from Timuquana Country
Club and the Naval Air Station, this fabulous home is
loaded with charm.

4/3.5-4,622 sqft. Everything you have been looking for in
an Ortega waterfront home. huge master suite, summer
kitchen, pool and dock.

WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY

and a Prosperous

2013
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MOSH, AIA Jacksonville
present architecture exhibit

The Museum of Science &
History of Jacksonville and AIA
Jacksonville have teamed up to present a new exhibit: Jacksonville by
Design — AIA Celebrates 100 Years
of Architecture. Located in The Loft
Gallery on the third floor, the exhibit
features a look into Jacksonville’s
building past, punctuated by current
architectural favorites.

The exhibit opened Nov. 3 and
will run through September 2013.
The Haskell Co. is sponsoring the
exhibit, which comprises six eras:
The Great Fire (1901), The City
Rises Again (1901-1919), Boom and
Bust (1920-1940), The War and
Afterward (1940-1955), MidCentury Development (1955-1980)
and Continuing Urban/Suburban

Crosby Designs

stones documenting
moments in history
that embody the
influences of the
time, people, culture
and place that
shaped their creation.”
“Jacksonville by
Design – AIA
Celebrates 100 Years
of Architecture” is
the result of a vision
set forth by MOSH
and
AIA Jacksonville
Gulf Life tower
chapter to present
Jacksonville’s history
through the celebration
of its architecture.
Maria Hane, executive director of MOSH,
said the exhibit is the
hard work of many professionals.
“It truly is symbolic
of the power of collaboration to create dynamic, engaging experiences
that are educational and entertaining,” Hane said.
Other contributors included:
Oracal, Stellar, Zona & Associates,
P.A., Akel, Logan, Shafer, P.A.,
Bergmann & Associates, Ebert
Norman Brady Architects, Gresham
Smith & Partners, JSA, Inc.
Architects Planners and Reynolds,
Smith and Hills, Inc. ELM, Jaycox,
Reinel & Associates, Smith-McCrary
Architects, Inc, Stephen Hutchins,
Thomas E. Duke Architect and OES.
A new city

Expansion (1980 – early 2000s). A
seventh era will be added early in
2013.
“Starting with the Great Fire and
continuing through modern times,
this exciting exhibit will tell the
story of our history over the past 100
years through significant architectural accomplishments that comprise
our region’s rich architectural heritage,” says Tom Norman, AIA
Jacksonville chapter president.
“These buildings are physical mile-

FOR

Hugo’s Interiors

Great gifts ranging from $10- $100.00
for Men, Women, & Baby

4000-4 St.Johns Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904.683.8683

Extended Holiday Hours Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30 Sat: 11-4 Sun 12-3

www.ShopCrosbyDesigns.com

DECEMBER 2012

PAGE 17

Red Kettle ringing
a “joyous job”
It’s not a tough job! It’s a joyous
job,” said Betsy Gaines, Riverside resident and member of St. John’s
Presbyterian Riverside, as she greeted
shoppers at the Roosevelt Square
Publix during
The Salvation Malcolm Fortson
Army’s Red
Kettle
Campaign to
help feed the
hungry. “It’s a
way for us and
our church to
connect with
the community
and serve the
neediest
among us.”
Gaines has
rung the bell
off and on for six years, and granddaughter Lillian Castro of Lakeshore
is doing so for her second year.
Ortega resident Malcolm Fortson,
also a member of St. John’s
Presbyterian is a 15-year annual bell
ringer, and is happy to do so as well.
“St John’s Presbyterian members
are great supporters and do an awesome job at bell ringing – so organized and always reliable and happy!”
said Jill Black, Salvation Army Public
Relations Coordinator. The 2012
Duval County goal of $375,000 will

Betsy Gaines,
Lillian Castro

feed hot, nutritious meals to more than
325,000 people and provide 70,000
nights of shelter for the homeless,
according to Black.

New Downtown event offers more
Saturday entertainment options
Community First Saturdays, a new
family-friendly Saturday event organized
by the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce, made its debut in October
on the Northbank Riverwalk.
Sponsored by Community First
Credit Union, Community First
Saturdays are designed to bring more
people to the city center and other
downtown venues during the weekend.
The festivals are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on the first Saturday of each month.
November’s gathering included tai
chi, and cornhole games and ladder golf
for the kids, an early voting patio party
at Burrito Gallery, and the Downtown
Housing Tour sponsored by ImpactJAX.

Other events included a guided bike
tour of historic San Marco, a spinning
event to benefit Feeding America, the
JAX Film Fest and the Alzheimer’s Walk
for the Cure.
“With Downtown as a top priority at
the JAX Chamber, this event is one way
we are helping enhance and promote
our urban core,” said JAX Chamber
Director of Downtown Engagement Tony
Allegretti. Allegretti was director of the
Riverside Arts Market under the Fuller
Warren Bridge prior to his new position.
For more information about upcoming events, visit http://communityfirst
saturdays.wordpress.com.

HAPPY
HOLIDAY
HOURS
OLIVE & OTHER PARTICIPATING

SAN MARCO BOUTIQUES

ARE OPEN UNTIL 8:00 P.M.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
ENJOY WINE & COMPLIMENTARY GIFT WRAPPING

1988 SAN MARCO BLVD (904) 346-1900 OLIVECLOTHES.COM

OTHER PARTICIPATING BOUTIQUES: REVE & THERAPIE
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Wreath-making and
holiday bazaar
Prepare for the blessed season of
Advent by making a wreath for your
home or a friend on Dec. 2 from 9:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church’s Leatherbury Hall. The Advent
Fair will also feature international fair
trade jewelry, home decor, Christmas
items and more for sale, as well as booths
from different charitable organizations.
Fair trade enables artisans to earn a fair
wage and provides the opportunity for a
better quality of life. These items will be
on display and available for purchase in
Leatherbury Hall. Donation of $10 per
wreath is requested.

Hallelujah! Handel's
Messiah coming to
Ortega
The performing of Handel’s Messiah
has become a beloved tradition around
Christmas time — and this year St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Ortega will host a
performance at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 7. This
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concert will feature the Chamber Singers
from the University of North Florida, a
small, auditioned group of college students led by Dr. Cara Tasher, and UNF’s
Chamber Orchestra. In addition to the
Christmas section, the choir will perform
excerpts from the Passion and
Resurrection sections as well, offering a
more complete Messiah. Tickets will be
sold at the door for $10/$5.

Carol choir
St. Johns Presbyterian Church is performing Christmas music and will hand
out cookie treats during this year’s
Christmas in Avondale celebration. This
year, the church will bring dramatic elements and Christmas readings to the
stage and will feature a Christmas carol
choir, open to the public. For more information, call (904) 384-4501

JU Singers bringing
joy to local church
The Jacksonville University Singers,
under the director of Tim Snyder, will be
at Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd on Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. for a con-

cert called “Make We Joy: Songs of the
Season.” The concert features the JU
Singers, plus the men’s and women's
choirs, in a festive and varied program of
choral music for Advent and Christmas
drawn from the centuries. The church is
located at 1100 Stockton Street.

Christmas in the
Village is here!
Come enjoy a great family event!
Pictures with Santa, Frosty the Snowman
puppet show, magic shows, hay rides,
story telling, bouncy house, as well as
artists and vendors from all over North
Florida. Join us at Ortega Village,
Saturday, December 8th, 2922 Corinthian
Ave, from 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

Breakfast and lunch
with Santa Claus
Edgewood Bakery in Murray Hill will
hold its annual breakfast and lunch with
Santa this year on Dec. 8 and Dec. 9.
The 8:30 a.m. breakfast on Dec. 8
already is sold out. Lunch reservations
are available for 12:30 p.m.m on Dec. 8
and 1 p.m. on Dec. 9. Santa's lunch buffet event features yummy holiday treats
like Comet's Macaroni and Cheese and
Prancer's Pigs in a Blanket, as well as
assorted beverages at the North Pole
Station and a goodie bag.
Entertainment and a sing-along also will
be part of the holiday magic. Adults are
$17.95 and children are $14.95, both
reservation prices are inclusive. Advance
purchase is required by Dec. 1. Call
Edgewood Bakery at (904) 389-8054.

Holidazzle at RAM!

Riverside Arts Market announced
HOLIDAZZLE! – a festive new holiday
event and shopping opportunity on
Saturday, Dec. 8. RAM plans to extend
market hours until 9 p.m. to provide an
all-new nighttime experience for its visitors. More than 100 of RAM’s artists and
artisans will be onsite through the
evening offering gift ideas from their
tents adorned with holiday lights and
decor. After the sun sets RAM will
present a series of holiday classics on a
32’ movie screen at the River Stage.
For specific titles and start times visit
www.riversideartsmarket.com or
www.facebook.com/riversideartsmarket.
Winter brews, wine and holiday cocktails like eggnog and peppermint
schnapps will be available in addition to
hot chocolate and other treats for the
kids. Gift-wrapping stations also will be
available. Admission and parking are
always free.

Church hosting
holiday art show
and sale

St. Johns Presbyterian Church’s annual tradition, The Art Show and Sale, will
be held in the church fellowship hall
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Dec. 7 and on
Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This
year’s sale will include an outdoor “car
boot” sale as well as the addition of vintage, collectables and food in the
church’s grassy lot.
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Best Christmas
Pageant Ever
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” a
play by Barbara Robinson, will be presented free of charge on Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. by
members and friends of Avondale United
Methodist Church, 1652 Talbot Avenue.
The play is produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. The play is
about the six Herdman children who are
the worst kids in history. They lie, steal,
smoke cigars, and hit little kids. These
children have never heard the Christmas
story. No one is prepared when this outlaw family invades church one Sunday and
takes over the annual Christmas pageant.
The church is up in arms thinking no one
will attend, but this year it will be the best
one ever.

Luminaria brightens
The 29th Annual Luminaria celebration
lights up the night on Dec. 16. Lighting of
the lanterns begins at sundown. Riverside
Avondale Preservation plans to put out a
luminated bow tie design at Boone Park
at Herschel Street in honor of Jerry
Spinks. The event is a RAP fundraiser.
Luminaria kits will be on sale the weekends of Dec. 8 and Dec. 15 at the RAP
House, 2623 Herschel Street, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Kits also will be on sale Dec. 8
and Dec. 16 at the RAP booth at the
Riverside Arts Market. A special sales
location is planned at the Publix in 5
Points from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Dec. 8.

Live Nativity
The Live Nativity will once again be a
highlight of this year's Luminaria night celebration in Riverside-Avondale. The 17th
Annual Riverside Avenue Christian Church
Live Nativity is a traditional community
celebration of the season and will be held

this year on Dec. 16 from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. Guests also can go in the church for
a free meet and greet with Santa and an
ornament craft session. Glorious music will
be played throughout the evening in the
sanctuary. The schedule of events
includes: Live Nativity, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in
front yard; activities for children and photos with Santa in Fellowship Hall, 6 p.m.
to 7:45 p.m.; Marilyn Parrish, piano, 6
p.m. to 6:10 p.m.; One Accord choral
concert, 6:10 p.m. to 6:40 p.m.; Carol
Sing scripture reading, 6:40 p.m. to 6:50
p.m.; Barry Olsavsky on the steel drums,
6:50 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.; Carol singing and
scripture reading, 7:20 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Jay
Fowler, baritone performance, 7:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m.; and procession of the Live
Nativity, 8 p.m.

New Year’s Labyrinth
Anyone looking for a meditative experience after the holidays might consider a
short drive to the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Jacksonville in Arlington.
The Unitarian church completed and
dedicated its new labyrinth in June and is
hosting an introductory group walk at 4
p.m. on Jan. 1.
Not sure what a labyrinth looks like?
Labyrinths hark back to ancient times and
consist of various patterns on the ground
where participants walk toward the center
and then return to their starting point.
The experience of walking a labyrinth is a
form of meditation and is a spiritual
practice.
The Jan. 1 event provides an opportunity for guests to start off with a clean
slate for the New Year. While walking, the
group will recognize the “108
Defilements” according to Buddhist
teachings. Defilements are actions that
lead people away from wisdom, compassion, generosity and creativity.
Refreshments will be served and members of the community are welcome.

Sassy Tappers in the neighborhood
Photo by Kathleen Lowery

The Sassy Tappers of the Neptune
Beach Senior Activity Center will perform “Christmas with the Sassy Tappers”
for the residents of St. Catherine’s
Laboure Manor at 1750 Stockton St. at
2:30 p.m. on Dec. 4. The show, choreographed by Patty Zipperer, is set to popular holiday tunes and features perform-

ances by Santa and Mrs. Claus, Santa’s
Elves and Reindeer, as well as other
dancing dolls. The finale is reminiscent
of the Rockettes’ “Parade of the
Wooden Soldiers.” For more information
about this show and performances at
other locations during the holidays visit
www.sassytappers.com

TROLLBEADS
THE ORIGINAL SINCE 1976

HOLIDAY TRUNK
SHOW
DECEMBER 12-16

Ǧ Receive a sterling silver bracelet
with the purchase of a decorative clasp
Ǧ Gift of one Trollbead*
with the purchase of any three Trollbeads
*Free bead of equal or lesser value.

SANTA’S LITTLE SECRET FOR HOLIDAY
DECOR, GREAT GIFTS AND MORE!
3569 Saint Johns Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32205
904-387-9077
www.designadditionsinc.com

Every story has a bead™
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Johnny and Grace Sarber

The Women’s Board of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital manages to fly high
in the face of any challenge, knowing
that the ultimate end game is helping
those with special medical needs especially the children. The winter social
always entertains and remains one of the
top events of the year - as attendees
experience the finest in preparations from dining, décor, impeccable event
planning and of course- art and antiques
from all over the world.
This year’s event showcased the
Scottish theme and the participation
as enthusiasm continues to grow.
As T. Wayne Davis, honorary chairman
of twenty-three years put it; it’s been a
pleasure to help create, “what has
become one of the premier events in
North Florida’s social and charitable
calendar.”
After all, better health for the nation’s
children must begin in every community
across the nation and a fine example
was illustrated Nov. 29, 2012 at
the Prime F. Osborn Convention Center
in the great city of Jacksonville.

GHVLJQEXLOGUHPRGHO

Staley, Linda and Robert Street

Marsha Oliver, Dewayne Randolph
and Debbie Brown

Jane and Gil Pomar with Kathryn Forrester

Wycke and Darlene Hampton

Season’s Greetings from all of us at W.S. Builders!
ZZZZVEXLOGHUVMDFNVRQYLOOHFRP
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BY JON LOVELADY
PASTOR, ST. JOHNS PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
(Editor’s note: The Resident is asking local pastors and faith leaders to
sound off on three words during the
holiday season over the next three
months: faith, peace and love. This
month, we address peace. Happy holidays!)
Unto us child is given, unto us a son
is born…he shall be called…Prince of
Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
As I consider the Prince of Peace
and the Christmas season, I am reminded of a Christmas long ago when I was
called to the hospital at the request of a
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woman whose husband was dying. She
did not know me but a nurse in the cardiac care unit did. Upon arriving at the
hospital, I met Jill. She told me that her
husband had come from Birmingham
to Florence, Alabama to attend a meeting. Directly after the meeting, he had
had a massive heart attack and was
barely clinging to life.
As we sat and waited for the end to
come, Jill told me of her life. She and
her husband had two children. The
youngest, her daughter, had been killed
at the age of 16 in an automobile accident many years before. Her son had
died at the age of 38 of a terminal illness just the previous March. Her
mother, who had been her rock, had
died the previous January.

The full weight of her circumstances
became clear to me; it was now the
middle of December and her husband,
who was the only surviving member of
her immediate family, was about to die.
I am sure she saw the realization in my
face and I could not help but say, “Jill, I
am so sorry…” But in the face of such
enormous loss, the words seemed so
small and useless.
Yet, there was a peace and serenity
about this woman, even as she talked of
her sorrow. She acknowledged that it
had been one of the most difficult years
of her life, but one incident during the
death of her son had been evidence of
God’s care for him and others. The day
before he passed away, her husband’s
administrative assistant, Sally, came to
visit Jill and her son. The son had
reached the point in the dying process
where he had become semi-comatose
and had not spoken for over a day.
Although Sally had only been working
as the husband’s administrative assistant for several years, Jill and Sally had
become close friends. Jill knew that
many years before Sally’s younger sister had called her one day and asked,
“Sally, can you come over and talk for
a little while?”

Haskell donates computers to Big Brothers Big Sisters
It didn’t take much computing for the
employees of The Haskell Co. to help their
friends at big Brothers Big Sisters. The
Riverside-based firm, which already supports
the nonprofit organization through a mentoring
program, wanted to do more. So last month,
Haskell donated computers to Big Brothers Big
Sisters for use by organization employees.
“At Haskell, we focus on philanthropic and
community service and we strongly believe in

the mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters,” said
Paul Tyler, president of Haskell’s Commercial
Group, former board chair and current board
member of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast
Florida. “We try to do all we can to show our
support, whether it be through volunteering our
time or donating equipment.”
For the past few years, Haskell employees
have been participating in a Big Brothers Big
Sisters mentoring program called “Beyond

School Walls.” The workplace mentoring partnership paired 54 Haskell employees with 53
students from Andrew Jackson High School for
one-on-one mentoring.
Haskell will continue to show support of Big
Brothers Big Sisters and move forward with
mentoring the students at Andrew Jackson High
School for another year when the students, who
were 10th graders at the beginning of the program, will graduate from high school.

Sally being a young mother herself
said, “I can’t come over right now, but
can we do it some other time?”
The sister responded, “Sure that will
be fine.”
Tragically, this would be the last
conversation Sally would have with the
sister, as she would take her own life
that day. As you can imagine, this
haunted Sally.
Yet as she sat and talked with Jill,
the son sat up in bed, looked directly at
Sally, and said: “I saw your sister and
she wanted me to give you a message.
She is doing okay and everything is just
fine.” He lay back down, did not speak
another word and died 12 hours later.
This was a moment of transformation for Sally. A burden she carried for
so long was lifted. The regret was
replaced with forgiveness, and sorrow
was overtaken by joy. For Jill, there
was also a deep and abiding peace that
the Prince of Peace had not left them
alone but was with them even to end of
the world.
This peace is what I hope for all of
us as we go through this Christmas.
May we find the peace that God seeks
to give to our lives and to our world
through the Prince of Peace.
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plan months in advance to deliver messages: of faith, salvation, hope, love
and peace, inclusiveness, tolerance,

youth, seniors, singles, couples,
divorced, widowed or bereaved
individuals.

Tony Cruz, Music Director
and Cantor for St. Mark's
Evangelical Lutheran

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Most Wonderful Time of the
Year as the beloved Christmas carol

goes, guarantees an over-loaded church
calendar with high congregational and
public expectations. A season rich with
opportunity for faith groups to minister
far beyond their membership, most

charity, mercy and goodwill. Voices
and traditions differ; the desire to touch
hearts and minds for the good of all
remains universal.
With the spiritual message, special
music and multiple services to meet
diverse ages, interests and needs,
comes the challenge of reaching the
public. Newsletters, mailings and
advertising are complemented by interactive websites and social media, exponentially increasing outreach.
Congregations offer free movies,
speakers, youth or senior activities
with transportation, social or group
community service events. Interfaith
groups coordinate joint activities to
attract believers and the uncommitted,
non-denominational or casual visitors,

San Marco’s St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran, Congregation Ahavath
Chesed and Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church look forward to the seasonal
opportunity to connect with members
and attract visitors. Websites provide
complete service and event schedules.
“Our Advent and Christmas music
complement scripture readings in services; our holiday season extends to
January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany.
Interfaith worship distinguishes our 5th
annual joint service of Advent Lessons
& Carols with All Saints Episcopal
Church - December 9th, 6 p.m., St.
Mark’s. A simpler service is Dec. 12,
Birthday for Christ, a program by the
children. For those in pain from illness,
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bereavement, employment or
addiction issues, Dec. 21st (winter solstice) is The Longest Night: a quieter
service with healing elements,” Tony
Cruz said. Cruz is St. Mark’s Director
of Music Ministries/ Cantor.
Congregation
Ahavath Chesed
St. Matthew's Catholic
Church interior/altar
focuses more on
Chanukah than typical Jewish tradition
because it precedes
Christmas. They utilize e-blasts,
newsletters, social
media, interfaith celebrations and community service for
adults and youth.
“As a reformed
Judaic congregation
we are inclusive and
welcome everyone.
We foster universal values of treating
neighbors as self to better the world,
freedom of religion, human rights,
worldwide literacy (key to tolerance
and peace), the Passover message of
sharing that none go hungry, the belief
that a good person who does right
receives salvation,” Sam Griswold said.
Griswold is Temple Membership/
Marketing
Coordinator.
Hendricks
Avenue Baptist
Church commemorates the
5th anniversary,
on Dec. 23, of
the 2007 fire
that destroyed
the church. As a
result of that
tragedy and the
community outpouring of support and
assistance, the holiday season holds
additional meaning for the congregation. The new sanctuary was dedicated
January 2010.
“The choir will present special
music on Dec. 23, a combined service,
10:30 a.m. The more informal family
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and children’s service is 4:30 p.m.,
with the beautiful, traditional Service
of Lessons & Carols at 11 p.m.,
Christmas Eve,” Laraine Humbert said.
Humbert is pastoral assistant at the
church.

Riverside Presbyterian, St.
Matthews Catholic Church and St.
Catherine’s Episcopal have longstanding traditions to mark the holy season
and year-round community service
opportunities to share with visitors.
“Riverside Presbyterian has beloved
traditions people cherish, like the annual Christmas Concert & Dinner, first
Sunday of
December,” Cliff
Thomas said.
“We have a
strong belief in
social ministries,
helping the
Salvation Army
and through our
Caring Tree
Sunday (12/9),
members adopt
needy children
to provide whatever they need. We
urge all to pause and be still, despite
the holiday rush, as together we journey through Advent to Christmas.”
Thomas is RPC Director of
Communications.
St. Matthew’s Catholic plans extra
masses, special music and a single

Congregation Ahavath Chesed

service on Christmas Sunday, 10:30
a.m. Their mission of community service includes: Giving Tree Angels parishioners adopt a needy child or
family; year-round serving and providing dinner, clothing or other needs at
Sulzbacher Center, St. Francis Soup
Kitchen (Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church) or City Rescue
Mission.
“We focus on helping people not as
blessed, not just during the holidays
but year-round and welcome visitors to
join us in church and in service to others,” Madelyn Roberson said.
Roberson is St. Matthew’s Parish
Secretary.
St. Catherine’s Episcopal is a neighborhood family-oriented church serving the Westside, also with a strong

focus on community service yearround through their Rosa Brannen
Food Pantry, homebound, nursing
home and hospital ministries. At
Christmas they invite the community
to attend holiday worship and activities, then consider joining their church
family, according to Marian Daniel,
parish secretary.
“We invite visitors to join us in traditional activities, including Greening
of the Church, Sunday before
Christmas or in worship at Christmas
Eve services for families and children,
4:30 p.m., or 11:00 p.m., both with
Communion,” Daniel said. “All are
welcome Dec. 30, 9:30 a.m. for the
Nine Lessons & Carols with Holy
Communion.”
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A PEARL OF AN
EVENING AT
OYSTER ROAST

Tim Tyler, Juli and Hal Catlin

River lovers and supporters of the St.
John’s biggest advocacy agency, The St. Johns
Riverkeeper, came out to dine on Oysters and
sample culinary creations, Nov. 16. The annual
party draws from all reaches of the city as an
outstanding silent auction, Oyster dinner and
infamous cold weather ‘snap’ always arrive on
time, making it a brisk one to remember.

Lee Samuels and Steve
Pajcic enjoy some oysters

Executive Chair Amy
Harrison Turci and husband
Lura Turci Photos provided by
March of Dimes

Dawn Emerick, Mary Coleman
and Crystal Broughhan

HOOKED ON
COASTAL
CONSERVATION
The Garden Club of Jacksonville was the
perfect spot for The Coastal Conservation
Association North East Chapter’s 22nd
Annual Banquet & Auction. Conserving and
protecting Florida’s marine resources was the
lure. The dinner and live auction event, presented by Merrill Lynch Bank of America on
Nov. 1, included a silent auction and raffle in
addition to the dinner and live auction.

LITERARY LIONS ON
THE PROWL FOR ECS

Jim Duggan with North
Florida Director CCA,
Greg Craddock

Tom O’Steen
with David Loop
Nathan and Kat Miller with Mary Claire and Ted Miller and
Mark Anderson

The animals at the Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens received a dose
of culture along with their daily feeding on Nov. 3 during the Wild
Reading Safari. The benefit for Episcopal Children’s Services
included a pride of Jacksonville celebrities who volunteered to read
a variety of classic children’s stories.
Philanthropist and Ortega resident Betsy Lovett dressed in character for her reading of “Fancy Nancy” while dancers from The
Performers Academy brought the story to life. Duval County School
Board member Tommy
Hazouri posed with one of
the Fancy Nancy dancers
after he read “The Giving
Tree” of which Hazouri
noted, “This is a sad, but
good, story to read to the
kids.” Also at the Wild
Florida stage was Ortega
Farms resident Dr. Laura
Bailet, executive director of Dr. Laura Bailet, executive director of Nemours
and Ortega Farms resident, Ortega resident
Nemours BrightStart!, who BrightStart!
and philanthropist Betsy Lovett, and Tommy Hazouri,
read “Miss Spider’s Tea
Duval County School Board and resident of Mandarin
donated time and talent. Photo by Kate Hallock
Party.”

WGA MEMBERS GATHER FOR ORTEGA RESIDENTS HONORED
GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT
AT NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY
DAY LUNCHEON
The Association of Fundraising
Professionals First Coast Chapter presented its 27th Annual National
Philanthropy Day Luncheon last month
at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville
Riverfront. Local weatherman Mike
Buresh joined Linda and Vince Ferrigno
to present the chapter awards, which
included: Outstanding Young
Professional Organization, The Wild
Things; Outstanding Youth in
Philanthropy, Tyler Jump; Outstanding
Civic Organization, Westside Wranglers
4H Club; Outstanding Corporation, Citi;
Riverside resident Delores Barr Weaver, one of the five
founders of the Women’s Giving Alliance, spoke during the group’s
annual meeting in late October. The event, held at the University of
North Florida’s University Center, set the stage for an announcement of this year’s grants from the group. The grants total more
than $316,000 and are awarded to the following recipients serving
women and girls: PACE Center for Girls; I.M Sulzbacher Center
for the Homeless; Volunteers in medicine; and the Women’s Center
of Jacksonville. The grants will help each group improve mental
health concerns for women and girls they serve.

Preston Haskell with Artist
Amy Donaldson in front of
one of her paintings

Co-Honorary
Chairs Alison
Gentry Hiers and
Susan R. Gentry

Outstanding Foundation, M.A. Healy
Foundation; Outstanding Volunteer
Fundraiser, Dr. Paul Chappano; and
Outstanding Philanthropists, Peggy and
J.F. Bryan; The Legacy Award honored
Nancy McDonald and her support of
Community Hospice.

TASTEFUL BENEFIT CELEBRATES NFSSE’S 20TH
Supporters of the North Florida
School of Special Education packed
Riverside’s Daryl Bunn Studios on a
November Friday evening to celebrate
the school’s 20th anniversary, enjoy students’ artwork, and taste the food and
drink offerings from Biscottis, Designed
Events, Inc., Liz Grenamyer Catering,
NFSSE Culinary Arts Team, Merryvale
Vineyards, Pacific Southern Wine Co.,
and Republic National Distributing
Company.

Crystal Broughan and Sally Parsons

SUCCESS AT THE SOIREE,
CELEBRATING 50

Irene Lazzara, Dean Bill
Hill, and Linda Stein

Signature Chefs Auction, held last
month at The Florida Yacht Club for
more than 200 guests, raised $126,000
for March of Dimes — a figure double
the revenue from 2011, according to
event organizers. Honorary Chairs Susan
Gentry of San Jose, along with her
daughter Alison Gentry Hiers, DVM and
Nancy Chartrand and Meredith Chartrand
Frisch of the Chartrand Foundation were
all integral in the success of the event.
“Thanks to the generous support of
Jacksonville businesses that provided
wonderful items for the silent auction and
the outstanding leadership of our volunteer committee, headed by Amy Harrison
Turci, the event was outstanding,” according to March of Dimes Northeast Florida
Division Board Chair Scott Coble. “We
are deeply grateful to our sponsors and
everyone who donated to this year’s
Signature Chefs Auction.”

The College of Fine Arts at Jacksonville University celebrated
its 50th anniversary Nov. 19. The CFA Soiree, co-Chaired by Linda
Berry Stein and Irene Lazzara, was an urban-style spectacle with
more than 500 people in attendance sporting their hottest urban
chic attire. Along with celebrating the 50 years of the college, the
school helped recognize Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne, who founded
the College of Fine Arts and served as its Dean for 18 years, and
celebrated her 54th year in association with the University.
Jacksonville University is committed to elevating the ability of
its talent through comprehensive academic programs, believing
Jacksonville needs to attract, retain and grow its creative capital
through stronger education systems, respectful legislation, and a
strong quality of life.

Bill and Karen Norris and Ray Van Landingham,
NFSSE Board of Directors and Treasurer

GARAGE SALE FOR A CAUSE

Monica Greenblott, Cynthia Jacobs, Emily Putnam, Joan Kane, Dr. Jeanie Froman-Bohall,
Ava Carillo and Christina Salvatore Photo by Kate Halloc

The Zonta Club of Jacksonville donated time and
“treasures” on a late Fall Saturday to promote education
for women, eradicate human trafficking, help victims of
domestic violence and promote gender equality.
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“I didn’t want a typical hair salon,” began Mary Airheart,
of Mary Airheart Salon. “I wanted to cater to the ‘whole
woman’ – hair, skin, health and wellness, fashion and accessories – and that meant opening in a place that had great
space, great light and cool vibes.” After working for 20 years
in salons at the Beaches and in San Marco, Airheart found
what she knew would work at The Lofts San Marco.
The salon’s 12-foot floor-to-ceiling windows look out
above tree-lined Dorel Street providing both privacy and
soul-soothing greenery. Airheart divided the open floor plan
with a free-standing wall to provide four stations for hair
clients.
“Each stylist has her own space, which provides for an
intimate setting for our clients; they don’t feel as though they
are on display [to the public or to many other clients]. And to
keep a certain vibe going, when possible we’ll try to book
clients of similar ages or likes at the same time,” Airheart continued.
Avondale resident Lauren Berryman recently joined Mary
Airheart Salon after working out at the Beaches for the past
year, coming back to the San Marco area where many of her
clients live. Berryman was also just voted Folio’s JAX 2012
Best Hairstylist.
In addition to hair care, the salon has private space for
Beverly Ginn, who provides facials, chemical peels, waxing
and micro current products (Intaglio, Dermalogica, Image
Skin Care and Skin Deep Pharmaceuticals) and Jane Iredale
Mineral Makeup.
Ginn met Airheart four or five years ago while getting her
hair done and they clicked immediately so it wasn’t a stretch
to come together in business. Skin Fixx by Beverly has its own
private rooms in the salon so clients feel comfortable and
secure when discussing skin care needs. Ginn is a member of
the Parisian Skin Spa Advisory Board and both she and
Airheart trained with Jane Iredale Cosmetics. They often hold
educational events for other hair and skin professionals in the
area as well.
The intimate setting of the salon lends itself well to
evening and weekend events that offer clients private and
group times with professionals in health, wellness, fitness and
fashion. Airheart carries a few lines of clothing, accessories,
jewelry and some home décor, and will bring in a wardrobe

consultant to help women put on the finishing touches for a
special event or a fashion makeover. “I brought in merchandise from Atlanta, New York and Los Angeles late last fall
and sold out the week before Christmas,” Airheart said. “It
was an experiment that was successful.”
Mary Airheart Salon also holds events providing hair and
makeup makeovers for cancer patients or women struggling
to get back into the workforce. A member of Assumption
Catholic Church, Airheart’s strong faith is present in how she
treats her clients.“I want to build relationships so that my
clients feel comfortable coming here when they feel like they
are looking their worst and then leaving looking their best.”
She primarily accepts new clients through referrals. “We
don’t advertise. We network through our clients and are by
appointment only,” said Airheart. “This is my happy place.”

New clients are being accepted at this time at
Mary Airheart Salon, 1450 Flagler Avenue, Ste. 14,
Jacksonville, FL 32207. Call or text 904-434-9664 or
email MaryAirheartSalon@gmail.com.

Makeover magic:
An afternoon at Mary’s place
Although journalists are supposed to
remain at an objective remove from our subjects, sometimes we can’t just help embedding
ourselves.
It really wasn’t much of a sacrifice to spend
the better part of the area’s first fall-like afternoon firmly seated in a chair at the Mary
Airheart Salon at The Lofts San Marco.
Putting myself into the more-than-capable
hands of Lauren Berryman (voted JAX Best
Hairstylist), I shared my thoughts about my
goals. “Um…to look younger! And prettier!”
And get some advice on how to manage
extremely porous hair in a humidity-prone
environment.

Berryman agreed
that retaining my
fringe was a youthful, softening move
and suggested some
under-layering for
shape, highlights
and lowlights for
movement, and
cover-up for the gray,
After
plus a keratin treatment
for the frizzies. As she worked we got to know
each other and found we live just a few miles
apart, love both cats and dogs, are avid readers,
and enjoy some of the same bars and bistros.
While the color “set” I wandered around
the salon, looking over the displays of jewelry,
clothing and accessories, mentally choosing my

3 Dog Music

The Solo Guitarist

?QV\MZ?MLLQVO[-^MV\[
Holiday Parties

Guitar
Vocals
Ukulele
Save Your
Date Today!

904-778-9500

www.thesologuitarist.com

DON’T GET YOUR
TINSEL IN A
TANGLE! LET US
WRAP UP
YOUR HOLIDAYS
FOR YOU.
GIFT

CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE.

Limit one per customer visit. Not valid on previously quoted jobs. Installation
of ﬁxtures and appliances excluded. Offer valid Mon-Fri (8am-5pm) only.
Coupon must be presented at time of service. Offer Expires: 12/31/12.

Celebrate your Holiday FREE
from Plumbing Problems!

(904) 389-9299
 2YAN !VE s *ACKSONVILLE &, 
WWWTOUCHTONPLUMBINGCOM
3TATE #ERT #&#

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive

Christmas gift and wondering how I’d ever get my husband to visit this “happy
place” for women. (Male
clients gladly welcomed too!)
Finally after the cut and
blow dry, Airheart pulled
open the drawer of Jane
Iredale cosmetics and set to
work on my makeover. “You
have a nice large eye palette
[meaning I have a lot of space
between my lids and my brows] so you can use
a lot of color. Blues, violets and a bit of pink
work well with your skin tones and eye color.”
I loved it! And, to judge by the number of
“Likes” and raves on my Facebook page, my
“afternoon at Mary’s place” was a total success.
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Cool Moose Café grows in popularity and expands menu, website

BUSINESS PROFILE

Amazing Food, Wonderful Coffee, Great People!

Patrons
enjoy the
casual
atmosphere
at the
eco-friendly
counter.

Not to rest on its locally known laurels,
the Cool Moose Café & Bistro – near
the intersection of Park and King Streets
in Riverside – is serving up some new
dishes. Long known for self-serve coffee
with bottomless mugs of Vermont’s Green
Mountain Coffee and fair trade, organicSweetwater coffees from Gainesville- the
famous wild mountain blueberry coffee is also
a crowd pleaser. The taps are flowing faster
and more furious today thanks to the husband
and wife team. Cool Moose owners Tony and
Laurie Jarvis are letting social media take more
than 15 years of customer loyalty to a wider
market while remaining the same local, laid
back- unpretentious local café.
“Thanks to social media and our loyal
customers, we’re seeing lines out the door.
Visitors are coming from Ponte Vedra and
that makes it nice for all the merchants in
the area.” What Laurie fails to mention is
that she’s been an engine in the Cool Moose
business model, remaining modest. Tony
and Laurie married in October of 2010 and
the couple, working the business together,
have been able to expand and grow the
bottom line.
Given the increase in business, the
Jarvises thought it was time to change up the
menu, along with the restaurant and their
website- even moving to serve breakfast
all day. “All the favorites will remain on
the menu, but we’re adding some new
things,” Laurie noted. “The Cool Moose
Breakfast is a full platter of eggs, pancakes,
bacon, sausage, home fries, grits and toast.
And we offer a farmer’s market omelet for

Russell visit the coffee bar.

Visit the Cool Moose Cafe and Bistro at 2708 Park Street in Riverside, or check out
menus at www.coolmoosecafe.net and call in your order: (904) 381-4242. Open TuesdayFriday 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; closed on Monday.

We want to
thank you for
your business
& wish you
a joyful
Holiday
Season &
a Happy New
Year from
your friends
at the
neighborhood
UPS Store
1650 Margaret St | Jacksonville, FL 32204 | 904-381-6678

THE ART YOU
MISSED WHILE YOU
WERE BLINDED
BY SCIENCE
ReFocus: Art of the 1980s
September 15, 2012 – January 6, 2013

(904) 366t6911 | mocajacksonville.org

vegetarians: sautéed veggies, garlic and brie,
Costa Rica and the stand-out dish at the café
also in an egg whites-only option.”
is the Desayuno de Costa Rica: scrambled
The café is getting a bit of an interior
eggs with cheddar cheese and chorizo
facelift as well beginning with new dessert
stuffed in a tortilla, topped with homemade
case, remodeled restrooms and an eat-in
Salsa Verde and served with black beans and
counter with an eco-friendly façade made
rice, and sweet plantains.
from reclaimed palates, cleverly coordinated
Keeping it in the family, Laurie’s father
by local carpentry wizard- Robert Van
Roger Conley prepares the soups (tomato
Nest. Touches of that same wood can be
bisque is a staple and his chicken noodle is
seen throughout the restaurant, along with
locally famous) Sabrina Clark, a long time
the moose memorabilia all donated by
employee at the Cool Moose does desserts
customers, and the Wall of Dogs, where
(her signature dessert is a gluten free muffin).
diners hang photos of their pets.
“It really is a family here. We’re lucky to have
The Cool Moose is pet-friendly,
some long-time staff and we think of our
according to Laurie. “We serve dog treats
customers like family,” said Laurie.
and bowls of ice water outside and even
had a sidewalk doggie birthday party. We’re
aware that pets are family and affirm the
dog’s presence with treats so they enjoy
Server
coming back.”
Caitlin
Liberty gets
It may come as a surprise to new visitors
a warm
but regulars know they can order a draft beer,
“thank you”
wine or a mimosa at any time, including
from Jimmy
breakfast. Although the restaurant doesn’t
Saal of
Avondale.
serve dinner, it’s often still a hive of activity
in the late afternoons and evenings as they
host parties, baby showers, wedding rehearsal
dinners, and will provide the venue only or
cater food to the desire of the party planner.
Speaking of catering, The
Thom Dillon of
Cool Moose also takes its show
Riverside “powers up”
on the road, recently serving
with a cup of Green
Mountain coffee.
brunch, complete with a
French Toast station, at a beach
wedding. Owner Tony Jarvis
is the head chef and hails from
Murray Hill residents and
York, Maine. He also loves
daily regulars David and Angie
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Brewery celebrates 2nd anniversary
with events
Intuition Ale Works had its second birthday party last month — a weeklong series of
events that culminated on its actual birthday,
Nov. 17.
The week of fun included a beer passport
challenge, a Pecha Kucha with Intuition Ale
Works brewer Ben Davis, an anniversary beer
seminar, a mug club appreciation party and a
performance by Granpa’s Cough Medicine.
The two-year anniversary party on Nov.

17 featured a Food Truck Food Court thanks
to a partnership with JaxTruckies. The food
trucks prepared dishes to pair with the brewery’s special release anniversary brews.

Cummings joins Prudential Network Realty
CeCe Cummings has
joined the Avondale office
sales team of Prudential
Network Realty.
Cummings is a
Jacksonville native with a family history in real estate. She
said her knowledge and experience with communities on

Jazzercise:
25 Years of
heart-healthy fitness
Jazzercise owner Donette Snyder threw a
party and everyone came.
On Nov. 17, she was joined by former club
owners Bud and Kathy Para, and Leslie
Danson (now owner of For the Love of Cake in
Avondale), staff and members to celebrate 25
years at the Blanding Blvd. location.
“What’s cool about Jazzercise is that it’s a

both sides of the river would help
families find the kind of home they
are seeking.
“We are thrilled to have CeCe
join our team.” said Sheron Willson,
broker/manager of the Avondale
office. “Her real estate background
and community connections will be
key to helping her business grow.”

Church receives grant for clergy sabbatical

positive course and resource [for people looking to stay fit and healthy],” said Kathy Para.
Twenty-plus year members wore special
crowns as the event was kicked off by a rousing choreographed staff dance to “Sexy and I
Know It”, followed by a group photo. Some of
the current members were part of the inaugural
class in 1987.

St. Johns Presbyterian
Church received a $47,000
grant from Indianapolis-based
Lilly Endowment that will
enable its minister, Tara
Thompson, to participate in the
2012 Clergy Renewal Program.
St. Johns is one of 147
congregations across the
country that will support their
ministers in the program,
which allows pastors to step
back from their lives and renew
their spirits for the benefit of their ongoing
ministries.
Through this program, Christian congregations apply for grants of up to $50,000 to

support a renewal program for
their pastors.
The theme for the sabbatical
is Psalm 34:8, which is most
often translated “taste and see
that the Lord is good.”
“Time and time again we
hear that these renewal experiences are transformative for
pastors, their families and their
congregations,” said N. Clay
Robbins, the Endowment’s president and CEO. “We intend for
this program to enable pastors to live for a
while at a different pace and in a new environment, in Sabbath time and space.”

New trustees on Episcopal board
Episcopal School of
Jacksonville alumni David
Hodges and Clare Berry joined
Sauer Holdings Inc. CEO Bill
Steitz as the newest additions to
the school’s board of trustees.
Hodges is president and CEO
of Riverside-based Scott-McRae
Group. Berry is the owner of
Berry& Co. Real Estate.
Hodges

Steitz

Ortega resident composes Requiem Mass
Ortega resident and
St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church Music Director
James Holyer, recently
composed a special All
Saints’ Requiem Mass in
honor of the church’s
90th anniversary celebration.
The requiem was written for full choir, organ
and string quartet and
featured pieces sung in
English, Latin and Greek. Composed during
the summer, the requiem was performed on
All Saints Sunday in early November.

“It was a great honor to be
asked by the planning committee
to compose a requiem. It was a
challenging and unique process,
writing music for what is essentially a funeral service. That’s what
a requiem really is – the old
catholic rite of burial,” Holyer
explained. “On All Saints’ Sunday,
many churches use requiem settings as a way of honoring the
saints in the life of the church
who have gone before us.”
The church hopes to have CD copies of
the Requiem available for purchase soon at
the St. Mark’s Bookstore.

www.JANIEBOYD.com
Please Visit Our Website to See All of Our Listings

Please
Welcome
Our New
Agent
Michael
Bassett

Peace on Earth & Goodwill to All

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525
4144 Herschel Street, Suite 114,
Jacksonville, FL 32210

Buy with Conﬁdence. List with Success.

Left to right, Jamie Spicer, Scott Aston,
Linda Strickland, Trey Martin, Janie Boyd, Tinnon
Froehlich, Betty Thomas, Cheryl Laucks, Robin Barbaree
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This pair of diamond earrings incorporates many classic
details into one earring. The very center of the earring has
a mosaic design hand cut with diamonds. There are nine
diamonds in the center of each earring designed to create a
large Asscher cut diamond look. Then micro-pave set
around these diamonds is a small row of round diamonds.
This earring creates the look of a large pair of diamond
stud earrings without looking like everyone else. This
earring requires a lot of expertise both in design as well as
diamond cutting. It is a lot of “diamond look”at a more
reasonable price point.

The four most dreaded words a man will
hear this time of year are “Oh, honey, surprise
me!” The best advice for the gift-giving guy
this year? Go to Harby Jewelers!
That’s because he’ll likely never see a look
of disappointment on her face when she
unwraps a gift of diamonds from Harby
Jewelers. This year the demand is for pendant
necklaces and earrings because they offer such
variety.
Pendants and earrings – whether dangles
or posts – allow more freedom with casual
dress. “We’ve witnessed a dressing down in

This pendant was
custom made for the pear
shaped diamond. Harby
Jewelers can create this for
your diamond or theirs.
It is available in every
shape or size, round being
the most popular. This
versatile piece is one of
their most popular
designs.

society, with fewer occasions that call for
large, elaborate pieces of jewelry,” said Hugh
Harby, president of Harby Jewelers. “People
are not as formal and want items that are more
flexible for both formal and casual dress.”
The all-diamond look is practical, especially
in earrings, because women will wear them
any time, with any type and style of clothing.
“Jewelry designers have moved on this,” vice
president Brad Harby noted. “In this economy,
people want pieces they can wear all the time.”
You also see colored stones used a lot more,
usually in pendants but also in rings and earrings, often encircled by diamonds. “Some of
our designers will buy colored stones and
design pieces around them,” Brad said. For
many years the focus was on the three major
colored stones – rubies, emeralds and sapphires – but many designers now use tourmalines, spinels, and pink or yellow sapphires,
offering some unique and unusual pieces.
“Women also like to have multiples: several
sets of earrings and a variety of pendants in
their collection,” noted Hugh. “Another area in
jewelry where we are seeing a growing
demand is gold necklaces, typically longer
pieces, 24 to 36 inches, in yellow gold, but they
tend to be lighter and more open in design, not
as heavy as the gold necklaces of the 1980s.”
For the procrastinating holiday shopper,
Harby Jewelers is open on Saturdays in
December.

n filigree
Thiss pendantt featuress a softt open
design
n around
d a very
y unusuall and
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natu
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n design
n createe a timelesss look.. Harby
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Thee danglee earringg hass becomee onee of
thee hottestt fashionss in
n thee industry..
Forr many
y years,, dangless had
d an
n image
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y iss onee thatt not
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only
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Harby Jewelers is located at 1301 Riverplace Boulevard, the 25th floor of
Riverplace Tower. Holiday hours are Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturday, December 1, 8, 15 and 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Preview the diamond and jewelry selection at www.harbyjewelers.com.
Appointments not required, but accepted: (904) 346-0641.
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Because there’s only one you.
At Baptist Health our commitment to providing you with
every signiﬁcant advantage in the battle against breast
disease has been recognized with full accreditation by the
National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers.
This accreditation means that Baptist Health’s multi-disciplinary
breast care team provides a full continuum of specialized breast
care, with the latest technologies, tools and techniques for early
detection and advanced treatment of breast disease.
Baptist offers four accredited breast center locations across
Northeast Florida, including the Margaret and Robert Hill Breast
Center in San Marco. All are designed to provide high-quality,
patient-focused care close to home.
To schedule a screening mammogram or for a second opinion,
call 904.202.PINK (7465).
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Holiday hunting menus: Duck Soup
BY DIANE TILL
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The forecast is in: the skies will soon be filled
with ducks. According to the annual Waterfowl &
Habitat Survey, North America’s total duck population last spring was the highest ever recorded.
And right this minute, every last one of them is
headed south.
While this makes duck hunters salivate,
some of their spouses view cooking wild duck
as a challenge. Worry not: Help is at hand. From
Julia Child. And from local attorney and
Avondale resident Tom Bishop, whose Duck
Gumbo should be in a Gumbo Hall of Fame.
Tom is part of a band of local sportsmen,
including Ted and Nathan Miller, Chris Creed
and Braxton Gillam, who have a duck hunting
camp in southern Louisiana. They call themselves the Beaux Whoop after legendary sportsman Nash Buckingham’s famous 12-gauge
Super Fox gun, the Bo Whoop. It’s a good group
that occasionally expands with honorary members Rick Hawthorne, Peter Moore and Tripp
Guilliford.
The camp used to be an old houseboat
anchored near the marsh, until Katrina turned it
into kindling. Now camp is a cabin in the sleepy
town of Venice, on a spit of land that juts into the
Mississippi, part of Plaquemines Parish,
Louisiana’s southernmost parish and the last
community down the Mississippi accessible by
automobile.
On the subject of cooking duck, Tom shares
several opinions with Julia Child. With small
ducks, cook just the breasts, but use the legs,
thighs, etc. to make stock.
Easy does it. Ducks, particularly those that
fill Florida skies, are small. And wild ducks use
up their fat flapping their wings. So, the easiest
way to prepare a duck is to just cook the
breasts. Tom suggests sauteing them in 3 or 4
tablespoons of hot vegetable oil, skin side down
first, 3-5 minutes a side. Do not overcook. Then
with skin side up, add a dollop of cream cheese
and a few slices of jalapeno pepper, cover the
pot and let the cheese melt over the crisp duck
skin. Salt and pepper to taste. Serve over rice
with mango chutney on the side.
Smart does it. Julia suggests that a rich duck
broth is her preferred stock for all manner of
recipes. It adds a depth of flavor and is brilliant
in soups and roasts and stews and chili, plus

you can use all the rest of the duck, wings, legs,
and backs. First, rough chop a couple stalks of
celery, a couple of carrots, six large shallots
unpeeled, a whole head of garlic and a leek,
washed and halved lengthwise. Cook them in a
quarter cup of hot oil in the bottom of a stockpot.
Cook until the vegetables caramelize a bit.
Scrape up the rough bits on the bottom; pour
in a quart and a half of water and a cup and a
half of good dry red wine. Add about 4 pounds
of fresh duck pieces. Simmer the broth, partially
covered for 2-1/2 hours. Incidentally, this makes
a great stock for duck soup, no Marx Brothers
required.
Delicious does it. Bishop is one of those
cooks who works his magic without being overly
concerned with specific measurements. So
translating as best I can, here is how to duplicate his astonishing duck gumbo. Note: Make it
the day before you serve it so the flavors can
blend.
1. Make a roux. In a cast iron skillet, cook 4
tablespoons of flour with four tablespoons of oil.
Cook low and slow, and stir constantly, until the
roux is the color somewhere between blond
wood and mahogany. Note: Never leave a roux.
2. Add chopped red bell pepper, celery and
onions, about 1-1/2 cup in all. Cook 2 minutes
over a medium low heat.
3. Add a box of frozen sliced okra (no need
to thaw), and cook for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally.
4. Add a quart and a half of stock — chicken,
seafood or duck stock.
5. Add large can of diced, strained tomatoes.
And cook at a simmer for an hour.
6. Add a tablespoon of Cajun spices like
Zatarains, and Tabasco to taste.
7. While gumbo simmers, cut 6 duck breasts
into chunks, and brown gently in the skillet (do
not overcook), and then set aside.
8. Remove casings and crumble a couple of
mild Andouille sausages into the skillet and cook
for 30 minutes. Add the Andouille and duck to
simmering gumbo.
9. Peel and devein 2 pounds of jumbo
shrimp. Add to gumbo and cook for 3 minutes.
When gumbo cools, refrigerate until the net
day, reheat and serve over fluffy rice.
Now. Considering how many ducks are
heading to northeast Florida, there is no time
like the present to run out, make some duckhunter friends, and start dropping hints in the
hope of getting a duck or two for your own pot.

It’s that time of the year — many residents, like young Evan Kennon of Avondale —
are remembering last year’s hunting season and preparing to bring in more game bounty
this year.
New Year’s Day 2012 was a big day of celebration for Kennon — it was the day Evan
claimed his first deer, and his first “two for one” in the hunting realm. Mom Peggy tells the
story best:
“We were spending the holidays on Evan’s grandmother’s farm in Waycross, Georgia
when he and his brother Jared had traded mornings sitting with Dad, Dale Kennon, in the
tree stand,” Peggy shared. “He had spent many cold mornings sitting with his dad, but
this was the first morning he held the gun and took a shot himself. As he spotted the first
young buck, he took sight and aimed.”
The hunt, however, was about to get even more exciting for Evan.
“When a second walked behind the first, he took the shot,” Peggy said. “The first
dropped, but the second bolted. After a little searching in the woods, he realized that with
one shot, he had taken two buck! Needless to say, a memorable first hunting experience
for him.”
Got a good hunting story to share from the 2012-2013 season? We’d love to put it in
our annual Braggin’ Board section. Send pictures and a short recap of the hunt to
editor@residentnews.net

When your mother has open heart surgery, you can feel pretty helpless.
Just ask Tim Mertz. His mom was being treated at St. Vincent’s Open
Heart Recovery Unit— a special unit created solely for open heart
patients. It’s the only one of its kind in Jacksonville. Nurse Suzanne
Dedmon went the extra mile for Tim’s mom. Actually, he said she went
an extra 150 miles. He wrote us insisting we put her on all the billboards
around town as St. Marvelous. Tim says Mom is back home in Georgia
and doing great thanks to the “marvelous” care she received. Meanwhile,
Suzanne’s trying to get used to her new title!

Meet Suzanne and see how she
goes above and beyond by visiting
jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code
with your smartphone.
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BY NATHAN & TED MILLER

Scrolling through pictures on my
cell phone taken over the past year I
am reminded how fortunate we are to
live in such a great part of Florida. An
occasional glance through an old photo
album such as this can serve as a
reminder of great times shared with
family. Additionally, it can inspire us
to take a few moments to think and to
dream what the next destination will

be. With the closing of 2012, we
wanted to share some of the great
photos that have been sent to us over
the past year. Have a safe and happy
holiday.
Send your pictures, stories
and favorite destinations to
The Miller Brothers by email at
Nathan@FredMillerGroup.com or
Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.

Americans love giving… They just
don’t like to be told WHEN to give.

Merry Christmas!

Santa’s Gone Green
and so has A-Coin...
We want you to have
what you need for
Christmas, bring in
your valuables for
cash today!

GOLD IS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH

Wanted Gold, Silver, & Platinum
In Any Form: Jewelry, Watches,
Rings, Bracelets, Etc.
National Currency
Bill Hatchett has been working in the
business of family heirloom watches,
diamonds, gold, coins, stamps,
ﬁrearms- you name it, he’ll ﬁnd out what
it’s worth for you and more importantlyﬁnd a buyer for you or offer you cash
for your treasures. Chances are, you
are sitting on valuables from a family
member or someone has passed
along valuables and you don’t know
what they’re worth. Is it time for you to
discover what’s in your wallet? What’s
been in your safe or better yet, what
you’ve recently discovered in your family
estate after having lost a loved one?

ROLEX WATCHES
Example - We will pay for this note $100,000 and up.

WANTED: ALL NATIONAL CURRENCY!

Wanted: All wrist and pocket watches, ex: Patek Philippe, Vacheron Constantin,
IWC, Audemars-Piquet, Piaget and others.

DECEMBER 2012

PAGE 33

Winterizing your older home

BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
“There’s no winter in Florida,” people who live here like to boast, unless,
of course, they live on the First Coast!
Especially if they live in an older
home.
“There’s no question that the
Historic District’s older, often drafty
and poorly insulated homes present
special challenges during winter,” said
Angel Corrales, owner of MOHR
Historic Restoration (My Old House
Restoration) and a 20-year Avondale
resident.
Pat Petty, owner of Lean Home Jax
in Riverside, identified the biggest
culprit: “Stopping air infiltration is the
most important and least expensive
thing a homeowner can do, and they
can do much of it on their own.”
The first step is an energy efficiency evaluation or audit. Current energy
consumption is measured, areas of air
infiltration are identified and recommendations for improvement are
made. The Jacksonville Electric
Authority also offers free audits and
also free do-it-yourself home energy

efficiency kits via the Jacksonville
Public Library.
Corrales and Petty point to four
areas of focus to keep the cool air
out…and money in: insulation, electrical and plumbing penetration,
doors and windows.
When considering insulation, the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation has these recommendations:
“When selecting the right insulating materials for an older or historic
building, make sure that it has good
thermal properties while allowing for
the evaporation of moisture…Spray
foam insulating is not recommended
in historic buildings, as it can hinder
air flow and lead to the rotting of timber frame members. We find that some
expanding spray and other isocyanates work well to fill certain
voids, but we do not favor their use as
wall cavity insulation…We also support using more sustainable or natural materials, such as wood, plant
fiber, or wool. Natural materials are
especially recommended for attic
insulation because they are so breathable.”
Corralis said most energy is lost
through the attic and crawl spaces. He
recommends R-39 fiberglass batts
(pre-cut lengths), which are efficient
and easy to install. Purchase at hardware stores for around 75 cents per
square foot. Corralis estimates a twoyear return on investment in most

PARK STREET
PAW

’S

Grooming
Boarding

New
Stylist just
arrived,
ask for
Ashlie
Robinson!

Doggy Daycare

2728 Park Street
in the King Street District

(904) 619-5946
parkstreetpaws@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook: Park Street Paws

Leggett
Heating & Air
Conditioning, Inc.
CALL FOR YOUR WINTER MAINTENANCE

10% OFF
Expires December 31, 2012

STATE CERTIFIED:
CACO 58450

CALL:

384-2612

cases. Wool or other natural materials
are more eco-friendly but they are
also more expensive.
Once insulation is addressed, electrical and plumbing penetration
should be the next point of attack.
These include electrical outlets, light
switches, phone and cable jacks, and
all plumbing pipes.
The fixes are generally cheap and
easy. Fill plumbing penetration with
insulation and use gaskets and insulator kits for electrical outlets; Duck
makes “Socket Sealers,” which are
pre-cut to fit outlets. Corrales also
recommends a product called “Great
Stuff” foam to fill very small gaps or
around drain pipes in the tub.
Leaky doors are also an easy fix.
Caulking, spray foam and rope putty
fill gaps between the door and frame.
Corralis suggested hiring someone for
about $90 to rout out the doorframe
and install insulation strips. You can
also use silicon or rubber strips; M-D
Building Products offers a wide variety of options under $30. Wood is a
poor insulator, so the idea is to keep
wood from hitting wood.
It is the same idea around windows. Fill gaps with caulk, rope putty
or insulation strips. Adding storm
windows helps and even curtains
make a difference. If you never use
the window, painting it permanently
shut is always an option. Corralis and
Petty stressed that repairing windows
is better than replacing them in terms

of energy efficiency and long term
cost benefit.
“For old historic homes it is a lot
of money to get windows that look
good and last; you have to pay a small
fortune. It takes 30-40 years for
replacement windows to pay for
themselves. Plus having to get city
approval. Why swim upstream?” Petty
said.
A final money-saving point of
focus is the hot water heater. An insulation blanket saves money and keeps
water warm. Petty suggested a tankless water heater, which provides hot
water only as needed for less than 14
cents per kilowatt-hour. He also notes
that nearly all of Riverside and Old
Ortega are on a natural gas line,
which is about 7 cents per kwh.
“Natural gas is cleaner, more efficient and cheaper than coal. Of every
dollar spent on your home, 40 percent
goes to heating and cooling; 17 to18
percent of that goes to heating water.
You’re leaving money on the table by
not using gas to heat water,” Petty
said.
Petty and Corrales encourage
homeowners to do their research and
apply the options that work best for
their home and budget.
“Weatherizing an old home is easier than what most people think, it just
takes a little knowledge and lots of
patience,” Corrales said.
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Fragrances candles in beautiful
decorative tins.
A retailer in the Riverside area for nearly 10 years, One of Each Gifts is also
known for its international soap selection.
“We carry the triple-milled, shea butterbased Michel Designs line from England in
scents ranging from the traditional
Lavender Rosemary to the exotic Palm
One of Each Gifts truly has Island,” says Jonathan Brown, shop owner
along with partner David Ivey. “They are
something for everyone. That first step
beautifully
packaged and the line also
inside the door often elicits a gasp of
includes bubble bath, soft soap pumps, bath
pleasure at the sheer magnitude of
gel and lotions.” And don’t forget about
quality products artfully displayed
the
subtle Pre de Provence Soaps, quadthroughout the store. Lori Miller, the
milled from France.
shop’s stylist, said One of Each has
The shop even offers a line of natural
“one of the largest selections of gift
home-keeping
products by Caldrea. These
items for all ages, from home décor
to jewelry, to bath and body prod- organic, plant-based dish soaps, cleansers
and linen sprays come in soothing scents
ucts, candles and cards.”
like
Lavender Pine, Ginger and Sea Salt.
In particular, the soy-based
“Caldrea is known for its scents. You can
Tyler Candles is a best-seller.
even use the linen spray as a room freshenIn delicious scents like Winter
er,”
Brown said. For bath and body, try one
Wonderland, Vintage and
of the six fragrances in The Thymes line,
Frosted Pomegranate among
many others, they are guaran- including Eucalyptus, Lotus Santal, Niai (a
teed to perfume a room in min- water lily scent), Goldleaves and Frasier Fir.
More tantalizing smells come from the
utes. Or you might enjoy the
Moravian
cookies, the thinnest, most deliBaltic Amber or Saijo
Persimmon fragrances cate wafers packed full of flavor, in lemon
or ginger. Served on one of the aluminum
of the Voluspa
Serve-Ware
plates, the cookies, the pepperHome
mint bark made by local chocolatier
Heavenly Chocolates, the nostalgic

Holiday Shopping to Support

Annaclairs, or the Virginia Diner peanut
brittle will be a holiday crowd pleaser.
If you’re looking for a unique gift for coworkers, One of Each Gifts has a large
selection of Christmas ornaments from the
whimsical to the traditional. Or consider
picture frames made in India from brightly
colored recycled bangle bracelets.
The children’s section has a variety of
fun and educational toys and games, as
well as the London line of Jellycat stuffed
animals loved by celebrities’ children. And
the pashminas and silk-blend scarves are
best-sellers at $15; last December the shop
sold more than 500.
Costume jewelry, such as
Silver Forest, Jody Coyote
and Adajio, is also sold at
affordable prices.
Every item may be
giftwrapped at no charge,
according to Brown. “People
come here for our good
selection, great prices and
good service,” he said.
“We have a lot of longtime customers; one couple comes every year for
the Holiday Open
House as the start of
their holiday
season.”

CHAMPAGNE & SHOPPING AT THE CUMMER STORE
Thursday, December 6, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. & Friday, December 7, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Come experience the season and ﬁnd amazing collections that you will not see anywhere else. The Cummer
Store presents our annual shopping event with complimentary champagne, appetizers and holiday music.

Proceeds from The Cummer Store
support programs at the Museum.

BUY ANY FRAME,

get the second

at 50% OFF

Not valid with insurance/restrictions apply.

Dana M. Nolan, O.D., P.A.
Doctor of Optometry
Insurance accepted. Restrictions apply.
See store for details.
We accept Health Savings and Flex Dollars.

3588 St Johns Avenue
The Shoppes of Avondale

904.388.7767
www.ilovevue.com

For more information on these holiday events, please call 904.899.6035.
829 Riverside Avenue

U

@CummerMuseum

Jacksonville, FL 32204

U

904.356.6857

TheCummerMuseum

U

cummer.org

Diamond Solitaire
Necklaces
Ear Studs & Pendants
Save 15%

For a limited time our entire selection
of regular Underwood quality diamond ear studs
and pendants has been reduced 15%.

Ear Studs Savings Examples
⁄ carat*
1
⁄2 carat*
1 carat*
1
4

Reg.
$ 375.00
$ 895.00
$ 2800.00

Sale
$ 318.75
$ 760.00
$ 2360.00

Pendant Savings Examples
(Includes 14 karat rope chains)
⁄ carat*
1
⁄2 carat*
3
⁄4 carat*
*Total
1
4

Reg.
Sale
$ 450.00
$ 382.00
$ 1550.00
$ 1317.50
$ 2975.00
$ 2528.75
weight may vary by 5%.

• Interest Free Terms Available.
• Trade-Ins Accepted.

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society

Avenues Mall (904) 394-1390
The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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Shoppers &
Store Owners
Share their
memories...
“Willowbranch Library was my home away
from home, and my quest was to read every
book on every shelf. I walked to and from
West Riverside rain or shine. Other important places were the “old” Children’s
Museum on Riverside Avenue, the Polar
Bear, Goode’s Bakery and the Five Points
Theater.” — Jean Carrison Dodd

BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The approach of Christmas and Chanukah means
holiday shopping is well under way. For those shoppers who keep their holiday shopping dollars local
their retail adventures can be far more uplifting than
a trip to the mall or big box store. You may enjoy
local holiday tunes performed by area school children and church choirs; in-and-out purchases made
at local stores on the way home from work; short
lines and happy shoppers; distinctive, often locally
made gifts; and store owners who are grateful
you’re there — and who know you by your first
name.

Julia Barrow modeled
at the Fall Fashion
Show at Willie’s

While the “go local” or “buy local” movement
has been a recent marketing phenomenon, it is certainly not new to neighborhood retail. Area residents have been patronizing the community’s stores,
restaurants and retail centers for decades.
From the early- to the mid-1900s, neighborhood
retail centers like 5 Points, Park & King, Murray
Hill, the Shoppes of Avondale, San Marco Square
and St. Nicholas were the only places to shop outside of Downtown. With more people utilizing
bikes, streetcars and their own feet as primary
modes of transportation, these neighborhood shops
and restaurants were the place to trade. As the car
and urban sprawl made places outside of the neighborhoods more accessible, shoppers had other
options for their retail dollars. But community
stores and restaurants still held a special appeal and
nostalgia that continues to flourish today.
So this holiday, check your list and check it
twice. But before you fill up your gas tank and head
out to the mall, remember how the local stores and
businesses in the neighborhood, such as Edge City
in 5 Points, and Willie’s and Hooshang Oriental
Rugs in the Shoppes of Avondale, have been keeping the community spirit alive for decades.
We hope these reflections of local residents’
shopping adventures over the years will inspire you
to go local with your gift giving.
Many of these memories are excerpts from our
popular monthly columns, The Way We Were, by
Victoria Register Freeman and Laura Jane Pittman.
The photographs are courtesy of the Jacksonville
Historical Society. To join the membership of the
Jacksonville Historical Society or purchase these
photos — or thousands of other images, — call
(904) 665-0064 or visit www.jaxhistory.com.

Business
has been pretty good
lately; we’re offering better prices
and better lines, like Lilly Pulitzer, and the
seasonal [holiday] clothing is priced even lower,”
said Amy Hyde of Willie’s in the Shoppes of
Avondale, in its 43rd year of business.

“When I was not in school, I was downtown
with girlfriends, on the river, or at the beach.
Downtown was for serious shopping at
Furchgott’s, Diana Shops, and Purcells. Cohen’s
was the place to go for grilled cheese and a
milkshake and for carefully chosen chocolates. I
remember selecting a chocolate and going into
Hemming Plaza to sit in the band shell and eat
it ever so slowly. Bay Street was off limits
because our parents believed there was too
much military there.” — Mary Lee Pappas

“On weekends we spent afternoons in the Murray
Hill Theater watching triple-feature science fiction
movies. These were alien invasion flicks produced by
Japanese studios. Tickets were a quarter. To us the
movies were a thrill; to our parents they were a
chance to nap. On the best days, the candy machine
would break and disgorge all the Red Hots. We sat
in the balcony, gobbled candy, and tossed popcorn
on girls below...The Avondale of my boyhood was
not a place of chic boutiques and tony restaurants.
In the ‘50s and ‘60s, Avondale had a bowling alley, a
grocery store, a hardware store, a bakery, a pharmacy, and Monty’s, the watering hole for wayward parents. Gentrification had not begun, and many of the
houses, like the widows who occupied them, were
showing their age.”— Sam Wesley Denham

“We would go up to Avondale, which was a different
place then. It had the AnJo bakery, which was run
by Mrs. Walker. For a nickel you could buy a dill
pickle there as well as purchase great baked goods.
There was Long-Hellinger’s Hardware, a store with a
real old-fashioned hardware smell and lots of fishhooks, screws and all types of tools. There was also
Mr. Melville’s radio store and Mr. Grant’s filling station, a refuge for my brother Frank and my friends
and me while we were waiting on cold days for the
Bolles bus.” — Dr Harry Reinstine

“Like lots of kids we also did lots of trolley jerking and putting pennies on the
trolley rails to flatten them. Some times we put small nails on the rails and the
weight of the trolley turned them into great small swords. After my family
moved to Ortega, we were on the river a lot more. I think my father started the
St. Johns Sailing Association, which had 12 boats. There were lots of youngster
in my neighborhood who boated. When we weren’t on the river, we rode the trolley or the five-cent bus downtown to the movies. Once I won a Screen-O prize at
the Florida Theater. The prize was a live chicken and that was fun bringing it
home on the bus. I put the bird in our family’s coop.” — Kathryn Fortson
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“My family moved to Ortega during the middle of my fifth grade
year. It was an Ortega still somewhat unsettled and mostly dirt
roads. I could bike to Ortega Elementary and afterwards go with
the gang to Doc Ingram’s (now Carter's) pharmacy to catch up
on the latest Superman comics. Doc Ingram must have been
developing good public relations with our folks who shopped in
his store. Why else would he let a band of elementary school
boys thumb through all of his comics when our big expenditures
were five cents for cherry Cokes?” — Julian “Hickory” Fant
“Orange Park did not have many shopping areas back then. We would
come into Avondale or go downtown to shop. I remember going downtown to Morrison’s Cafeteria and hearing a magnificent waiter there
who always said, “Good afternoon, Little Gentlemen,” to the boys. And
his words seemed to work. The boys were little gentlemen in that cafeteria which had excellent spoon bread and egg custard.”— Bev Kirill
“One of my fondest memories is Saturday breakfast at Tad’s
Restaurant on Park Street. My grandmother, Margaret Powers,
would pick me and one or two of my four siblings up in her
Oldsmobile and take us to Tad’s for great pancakes and sausage.
Folks would come to our table and say hi to Miss Maggie on their
way to Tad’s back room which I later found out was the decision
making center for Jacksonville. At one time or another Hayden
Burns, Hans Tanzler, and Charlie Bennett passed by and said hello.
I always wanted to follow them back there but my grandmother
wouldn’t allow that. I always wondered also why there were city
maps on the wall in a restaurant. The 1976 Government in the
Sunshine law ended those meetings.”— Joe Brown

“When we arrived to investigate taking over the restaurant my husband’s
uncle owned, it was a time (1938) when there wasn’t much money but there
was a real sense of community. My husband, J.T. Malone, decided not to
take over Biser’s, his uncle’s restaurant, but to create Atlantic Printers Inc.
The community attracted us. J.T. developed good friendships with many
members of the Junior Chamber of Commerce: Allen Poucher, Guy Botts,
Charlie Commander and Hans Beard.” — Betty Malone
“How about the bakery next to the Venetia Barber
run by the man with the handlebar mustache? Mr.
Lanahan used to take us up there on a Saturday
morning and I can practically remember the smell.
I remember going to Utsey’s in Avondale where a
new set of cool ‘jungle boots’ or tennis shoes would
not only make me run faster but also yield a helium-filled balloon.”— David Barton

“It’s only getting better,” said
Gunnel Humphreys of Edge City,
a 5 Points boutique since 1976.
“The whole area now has such a
good mixture of stores. It’s easy to
find something [on your holiday
list] for all ages and tastes.”

Hooshang’s nutcracker collection
kicks off holiday season for area residents
People have holiday markers – events
that traditionally kick off the start of their
own holiday observances – and for many
Riverside/Avondale residents, it’s the annual nutcracker window display at Hooshang
Oriental Rug in the Shoppes of Avondale.
The tradition that Hooshang Harvesf
began, not too long after he opened the
shop in Avondale in 1977, has also become
a tradition for others. “What touched me
the most last year was when a woman came
in with her baby to thank me for the annual
display,” he shared. “She said that her
mother brought her every year when she
was small so she was continuing the tradition for her own daughter.”
He has had passers-by thank him for
sharing favorites from his sizeable collection at this time of year, prompting them to
start their own. “It’s becoming a phenomenon,” Harvesf noted. “I never expected this
when I first created a display with my
favorites – the Superman nutcrackers. I
really believe this is one of the oldest and

most visited holiday window displays in
Jacksonville.”
The nutcrackers range in size from a few
inches to several feet tall and almost all are
unique. “What got me interested in nutcrackers was a visit to New Orleans over 30
years ago, where I saw two Superman nutcrackers and I was hooked,” he said. “Most
of the nutcrackers I buy are antiques, but
some are new, from all over the country and
overseas. My oldest one is from London.”
This year the rug shop’s window displays 83 nutcrackers, which represents less
than a quarter of the nearly 500 item collection that Harvesf started in 1978. Although
Mr. Harvesf introduces two or three new
nutcrackers to the display each year, people
have their favorites and are quick to let him
know when they don’t see it in the window.
Harvesf adds new items every year to his
impressive collection and recently brought
one back from Los Angeles, which is displayed in the window. Be sure to look for
the Surfer nutcracker when you visit!
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John Ginter
BY VICTORIA FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
In 1926 John Ginter’s father moved
from Ohio to Jacksonville to open the
Jacksonville branch of Ginter Box
Company, which created boxes for
King Edward Cigars. The cigar boxes
were elaborate and in addition to housing fine cigars, were frequently used by
school girls as treasure chests for love
notes or by boys as repositories for collections of baseball cards.
Ironically, young John Ginter himself might have coined the phrase,
“think outside of the box” because
original thinking was his trademark.
His mother, Claudine, and his father
met and married in Jacksonville. Young
Ginter was born in 1932 at St.Vincent’s
and signs of his creativity appeared
early. He remembers one event that
required several layers of problem solving. “I was sailing on the St. Johns with
Fred Powers who had convinced me he
knew how to sail. My Doberman went
with us until he decided to bail out of
the boat. I jumped in the river to get
him and finally floated on a mat of
[water] hyacinths, hoping I didn’t run
into a snake. Because my clothes got
waterlogged and heavy, I had to take
them off. Fred, who really didn’t know
much about sailing, eventually got the
boat turned around and picked me up. I

walked back to Belvedere
wrapped in the boat’s jib.”
Following his father’s
model, Ginter became an early
sportsman. His father won
three state championships for
marksmanship. At four, young
Ginter learned to shoot at the
Gun Club which was originally
located at the beach. When it
relocated to Gun Club Road, he
spent many practice sessions
there. “During the war, we saw
thousands of bombs moving
down Gun Club Road to the
port. Some of them weighed
250 pounds apiece, some close
to 500 pounds. It was quite a
sight.”
St. Paul’s was the site of his
education, grades K-9. “The
nuns of had amazing patience with
kids. Sister Aquinas was one I will
always remember. She would help me
with schoolwork when I needed it. One
moment I remember vividly was the
morning the Germans surrendered.
Monsignor Lyons brought a radio in
and put it near the altar. The sisters
almost choked. A radio in the sanctuary
was not something they had ever anticipated.”
The war intruded in other areas of
life. “As teens we would try to get Mr.
Graham at the boat yard to give us a little extra gas. Rationing was keeping
everyone’s gas gauge low and Mr.
Graham was issued gas for boat patrol.
He usually would give us a few gallons
and at that time it was enough to keep
us going two weeks.
“If we drove to the beach, we got
into tar. It was everywhere on the sand

Gift
Certificates
Available!

Exp. 12/31/12

and came from torpedoed boats. They
would come out of the river’s mouth
into the Atlantic and be hit by the
German subs. Eventually the tar sank
and was covered up by the blowing
sand.”
Back at Robert E. Lee [High
School], Ginter’s creativity unfurled
into minor mischief. “Our favorite
prank was the lunch swap. The lockers
had no locks and everyone’s lunch was
packed in brown paper bags making it
easy to swap lunches. We’d sit at the
table and listen to folks complain about
their choices. Seems everyone had told
their mom to quit making peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches, but the PB&J’s
kept showing up.
“After Lee there was some college,
some military, and then I began working with trotting horses. At 12, I had
seen a movie about trotting horses –
“Home Indiana” – that stayed with me.
I became hooked on that sport. Hal
Lynch had a stable of trotting horses.
Hamilton Adams was training horses. I
bought my own horse and worked out
at the Driving Club, which had a halfmile track. In 1951, I hit the road with
a county fair trainer and the horses. I
raced in New York, Chicago and
Lexington for several years before I
returned to Jacksonville to work in the

box company and go to JU
for some courses. I thought
about becoming a veterinarian, but didn’t feel like giving
up the seven years that would
require.”
Then, in 1957 Ginter’s creativity turned to a choice of
life mate. He met Myrna
Catalina Bauza, a pediatric
resident at the Duval Medical
Center. Myrna, a Cuban, was
the only female resident in
the class. On January 3, 1957,
eight months after their introduction, they were married.
They had three children:
Mimi, Joe and Mitzi.
Tragically, Joe died in a tractor accident.
Bauza was a medical pioneer. She likes to reminisce about polishing her English by listening to the
Ed Sullivan Show and reading Perry
Mason novels. She remembers having
early difficulty understanding some
words because pronunciations were
muffled through surgical masks.
Overcoming obstacles, she became the
first woman president of the Florida
Pediatric Society in 1979.
Ginter practiced on Myrna when he
was learning the Morse Code for his
ham radio station. A serious radio operator, he had to meet the fifteen words
per minute requirement before he could
get his license. He opened his station
K4UYB in 1959 and still retains his
license. Indeed, he has served as an
intermediary for many emergency messages and for an admiral who needed to
conduct business at Guantanamo during
the stressful Bay of Pigs era.
For Ginter, life was, and is, rich and
full. He has been a private pilot, a serious fisherman, a sportsman in several
other areas, and he is currently a devoted grandfather and a loving husband.
Having survived several serious health
challenges, he seems to have taken seriously the prescription for 21st century
success that says one should, “think
outside the box, but inside the room.”

DECEMBER 2012

PAGE 39

Community Nutcracker:
The not-so-over-the-hill gang

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
Neither heart surgeries, cancer, torn
ligaments, ruptured tendons, arthritis,
aching rotator cuffs, tendonitis, degenerating discs, back surgery, broken
toes or dare I mention it — age —
will keep some of the more senior
dancers from performing in one of the
most beloved holiday traditions of all
time, The Community Nutcracker
Ballet.
On Dec. 7 and 8, the Florida
Theatre will reverberate with
Tchaikovsky’s magnificent score as
this dedicated group of dancers take
the stage for the not first, not tenth —
but the 21st time. The group of
dancers — which includes Dr. George
Trotter, Curtis Evelyn, Rosalyn
Evelyn, Sue Barry, Geraldine Travis
and Peggy Harrell Jennings — has a
combined 120 years of Nutcracker

experience in this production alone!
Although most of the longtime participants are Riverside, Avondale or
Ortega residents, the gang has honorary members in The Evelyns and Dr.
Avis Chen Boulter, residents of “the
other side of the river.”
Peggy Harrell Jennings started taking regular ballet classes when she
was nine years old. At an average of
three classes per week, 48 weeks a
year, 32 plies (deep knee bends in a
turned out position for you non
dancers) per barre — that’s 3,608 plies
per year. She gives a conservative estimate that she has accomplished
200,000 plies in a lifetime of dance.
At an age when playing the role of the
Grandmother is not really “playing”,
Harrell who is a breast cancer survivor
and has experienced ruptured tendons
and a torn ACL says, “ No wonder my
knees hurt!”

Curtis Evelyn, at 60-plus years, has
maintained his slim, muscular
physique through dance training.
Although having his share of back
problems from partnering — try catching a 100 pound girl as she flies
through the air and lifting her over
your head (numerous times) — Curtis
has overcome his pain over the years.
His love of dance has prevailed over
all minor and major physical aggravations. Look out Emmett Smith!
George Trotter, celebrating his 21st
year as Herr Drosselmeyer, has danced
many roles. He only recently relinquished grueling pas de deux from his
repertoire. Debbie Peters Rankin,
Community Nutcracker Party Scene
artistic director and owner /director of
Baggs Studio of Ballet notes that
Trotter embodies the character to the
point that his role as a primary care
doc may be his alter ego instead of the
other way around.
Curtis and Rosalyn Evelyn, whose
love affair and subsequent marriage
was made in Nutcracker heaven, have
graced the stage as guests and as the
Rat King and Rat Queen in party
scene for numerous years. Their menacing manner and Rosalyn’s beautiful,
mysterious presence in the first scene
contribute to the drama of the upcoming Battle scene directed by Beth
Marks.
Sue Barry has been a regular on the
stage since Community Nutcracker’s
beginnings as a party guest as well as
dancing the roles of Grandmother and
the maid. She hasn’t let little things
like skin cancer or vein surgery hold
her back.

“Each year is like a reunion —
some of the dancers in the Party Scene
have been together in this ballet for
over 20 years — we are old friends,"
she said. "Changing roles and adding
new performers each year adds to the
fun. It’s like going to a real party. You
get all dressed up and hang out with
your friends but the food is fake and
the glasses are empty.”
Weeks after open-heart surgery and
five by passes, Trotter was back in
class at Baggs Studio of Ballet wearing a heart monitor.
“George would be happy if he died
on a stage, “ quipped fellow dancer
Curtis Evelyn.
Each of the Not so Over the Hill
gang trains at Baggs on Tuesday
nights from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in an
adult ballet class taught by Ms. Peggy.
They can be found after class at
European Street on Park Street continuing their lively dance discussions.
Who knew that this commitment to
dance and to Community Nutcracker
Ballet would forge friendships that
have lasted longer than most of the
other performers have been alive?
Nearly 120 years after The
Nutcracker’s first performance in
December of 1892, the curtain rises on
six dancers whose 120 years of dancing experience has cemented friendships based on mutual respect, dedication, commitment to their art and a
“No whining” policy.
Neither illness, injury, surgery nor
accidents has kept the Gang from performing in The Community
Nutcracker at the beautiful Florida
Theatre.

We like getting personal.

Personalized
Assisted Living
STERLING HOUSE® MERRIMAC
Personalized Assisted Living
4455 Merrimac Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32210
www.brookdaleliving.com
Assisted Living Facility # AL9013

At a Brookdale Senior Living® community we understand that there is no
“one-size-ﬁts-all” approach when it comes to ﬁnding care for those you love.
So, we listen carefully to each resident and family to understand their needs.
Then, we develop a personalized living experience that respects their individual
preferences, while delivering care and comfort. It’s not just individual. It’s
personal…and our residents and their families appreciate that about us, too.

To learn more, call or visit our community today. (904) 389-5959
5HJ863DWHQWDQG702I¿FH523*%
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BRIDGE LESSONS

Beginner or Refresher
Bridge Lessons
Classes forming now for January 2013

River City Duplicate Bridge Club
Orange Park, Florida
Sharon Carter
American Contract Bridge
/HDJXHFHUWLÀHGLQVWUXFWRU
0HPEHU$PHULFDQ%ULGJH7HDFKHUV·$VVRFLDWLRQ

For further information:
VKDURQFDUWHU#DWWQHW

American Contract Bridge League

Philanthropic giving
reaches new heights in Jacksonville
BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
J. Wayne and Delores
Barr Weaver, former
Jaguars owners and philanthropists who have homes
in the Riverside and San
Jose areas of the city, have
been on a philanthropic
binge during the past several months that is changing our community for the
better.
This summer, the
Weavers presented a check
for $750,000 to support
the Jacksonville Symphony
Orchestra’s music education program. In
September, the Weavers
converted their Weaver
Family Foundation into a
$23.7 million advised fund
at The Community
Foundation in Jacksonville
called the Weaver Family
Foundation Fund. Their
giving influence continued
through the fall with an
announcement of Women’s Giving
Alliance grants to women and girls’
behavioral health programs at three
local organizations, as well as a $1
million gift to HabiJax.
In November, their generosity
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took philanthropy to new heights at
Baptist Health, where the hospital
system announced a $10 million gift

— the largest in the hospital’s 57year history.
The hospital’s new 11-story building, set to receive patients this
month, will be named the J. Wayne
and Delores Barr Weaver Tower.

Their largess continued when The
Community Foundation in
Jacksonville announced on Nov. 28
the gift of $50 million by Mrs.
Weaver to establish the
Delores Barr Weaver Fund,
the largest single fund at The
Community Foundation,
which ranks among the largest
private foundations in
Northeast Florida.
The new fund will invest in
organizations and activities
that help to improve a community’s quality of life and,
more importantly, that of its
people in need. “In the words
of Teddy Roosevelt, ‘This
country will not be a good
place for any of us to live in
unless we make it a good
place for all of us to live in,’”
said Mrs. Weaver at the press
conference.
It is the largest gift to The
Community Foundation in its
48-year history. The Delores
Barr Weaver Fund’s first – and
likely its largest – grant is a
$6.6 million award, to be paid
out over three year, to support the
new Delores Barr Weaver Policy
Center.
The center, which will be headed
by Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, will provide research, training, education
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and advocacy in support of the
needs of girls in the juvenile justice
system.
The policy center is the next step
in advancing the strategic goals
adopted by the Justice for Girls:
Duval County Initiative Leadership
Council. The council received initial
funding from the Women’s Giving
Alliance. Weaver, and other citizen
leaders in Jacksonville, has been a
member of the Leadership Council
since its 2007 inception.
While the Weavers’ giving stands
out, they are not the only individuals
in Jacksonville sharing the wealth.
At the recent Philanthropy Day
Luncheon in downtown Jacksonville,
many local individuals and organizations were recognized for their generosity. Ortega residents J.F. and
Peggy Bryan were honored as outstanding philanthropists and longtime community supporters, Linda
and Vince Ferrigno also were local
standouts.

Giving abounds throughout the
community. That same week,
HabiJax announced a $1 million
donation from Ortega philanthropists
Ann and David Hicks. In October,
new Jacksonville Jaguars owner
Shahid Kahn announced that the
Jaguars and the Boy Scouts of
America-North Florida Council had
launched the “Every Boy Deserves a
Chance” Matching Gift Campaign.
The Jaguars Foundation will match
dollar-for-dollar for every donation
made, up to $100,000. Kahn’s motivation? He was a Boy Scout, and
one of his most memorable experiences was from an International Boy
Scout Jamboree in Athens, Greece.
The campaign is the North Florida
Council’s first capital and endowment campaign.
And while it wasn’t a million-dollar campaign, residents gathered en
masse last month for the 3rd Annual
McKenzie’s Run to raise important
funds for the McKenzie Noelle
Wilson Foundation. Just before

school started, 10-year-old Caroline
Giddens asked her friends to bring
new socks or underwear to her birthday party in lieu of a gift. Together
the girls made a donation to the
Foster Closet, a group providing
clothing for local foster children.
Those who have worked on philanthropic initiatives with the
Weavers say there is something all
of us can learn from the Weavers
about the importance of giving back.
Hugh Greene, president and CEO
of Baptist Health, said there are
three “takeaway” dimensions of the
Weavers’ generosity that are applicable to all givers — no matter what
the fiscal level.
“The first one is their model of
generosity — how they’ve been willing to give in a special way in light
of their resources and how they’ve
focused their giving,” Greene said.
“Whether it’s $100 or $10 million,
the Weavers remind us to care for
those who are on the fringes of our
society.”

O’Steen dealerships host food drive
O’Steen Volvo and Volkswagen are
hosting a food drive to help stock the
shelves of the Second Harvest North
Florida food bank and feed families in
need this holiday season.
This year is the third annual food
drive hosted by the O’Steen dealerships,
and organizers hope donations surpass
last year’s amount.

Customers donating at least five nonperishable food items will receive a $25
discount coupon on any service or parts
order for any vehicle make or model at
O’Steen Volvo. O’Steen Volkswagen
offered $20 Simons Mall gift cards to
people bringing in two nonperishable
food items to the dealership during service appointments on “Black Friday" in
late November.

Both dealerships will be collecting
food through Dec. 20. O’Steen Volvo and
O’Steen Volkswagen are located at 2525
and 11401 Philips Highway.
Second Harvest North Florida provides food to more than 170,700 individuals every year or an estimated 31,400
weekly and covers the largest geographic area of any food bank in Florida.

Secondly, Greene referenced the
Weavers’ genuineness, who did not
want or seek out recognition for
their gift to Baptist Health.
“Putting their name on the building was our idea, not theirs. Clearly,
we all need to get beyond ourselves
and not be driven by recognition, but
by genuinely caring for others and
trying to make a better community
in which we live,” he said.
The third lesson, Greene continued, is courage.
“The Weavers’ choices are not
always what everyone else is doing,”
Greene said. He referenced behavioral health. “It’s not something
openly talked about and something
that is pushed over into a taboo category. The Weavers are willing with
their giving to go to places that others may not go.”
May we all be like Weavers in our
own ways and make life better for
those less fortunate in a way that
exhibits generosity, humility and
courage.

Senior Days
at MOSH
Dec. 5 is the next Senior Day at MOSH, a
special program for local senior citizens. The
event includes a coffee and donut reception,
a special program and free time to explore
the museum.
The program begins at 9:45 a.m. and is
$6 per senior citizens.
Reservations are required and based on
availability. For more information, call the
museum at (904) 396-MOSH, ext. 226.

Our new name is
Camellia.Our new
management
is Leisure Care.
Your new home is calling.
Brighton Bay Retirement Community is now called Camellia at Deerwood. And that’s just
the beginning of the story. Leisure Care has added fun, trend-setting programs and five-star service,
all to help you write your amazing retirement story. Call (904) 519-1034 now to schedule your
complimentary lunch and tour. By golly! Did you hear that? It’s the fun calling your name.

YO UR R E T I R E M E N T. YO UR S T O RY.

éĴĴĔéVĬ¢¢ĚĬwĚ¢ĉMÐĬĮ2wÐčâÛīÈÑÑ¢"ÑâĉÈwôÜĴ¸õ³éÜÇéĴĜ¸www.camelliaatdeerwood.com
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Frances Hutto

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Frances Hutto first experienced
Children’s International Summer
Villages (CISV) as a 14-year-old when
her family hosted a youth from Brazil.
The next year, at 15, she traveled to
Sao Paulo, Brazil in a reciprocal stay
with her exchange family. At 17, Hutto
traveled once again to Brazil, to the
mountain village of Guaratinguetá in
Eastern Sao Paulo, as a junior counselor for CISV. Since then, Hutto’s
own children have participated, and
she volunteers for the board in recruitment and as vice president of operations.
CISV is a peace education program
to bring children of the world together
to foster understanding and provide
education in diversity, human rights,
conflict resolution and sustainable
development. Their goal to foster and
inspire future active global citizens

connects youth and adults from all cultures into a worldwide network promoting peace.
Hutto holds a degree in family and
child development, taught in several
states and is currently a tutor. Her husband Mark works for Micro-Ant,
which designs and manufactures antennas for military, commercial and industrial uses. Hutto grew up in Avondale,
but the family has lived in Ortega the
past ten years with their children:
Holden, 15, Whit, 13, and Walker, 10.
The family pets are their yellow lab,
Grady, two rescue cats and several fish.
The entire Hutto family participates
in volunteer activities: Frances volunteers for her children’s schools, St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church and the
Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital. Her mother, Marian
Poitevent, was a founding member of
the Women’s Board, active in the
Junior League, The National Society of
Colonial Dames, and a volunteer for

How can you help?
Editor's note: This month, we continue a new feature at The Resident that we
hope inspires residents to be change-makers for community good. "How can
you help?" will profile a local nonprofit organization and showcase ways to
support it. It is our sincerest hope that by creating awareness of local needs,
we can all help generate positive solutions, funds and help for those in our
community who deserve it most.
Organization: The Blood Alliance
Mission: The Blood Alliance (TBA) provides blood to more than 40 hospitals
and medical facilities in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. It provides a safe
and adequate blood supply to the regions it serves and is a member of
America’s Blood Centers – a national network of independent community
blood centers responsible for nearly half of the nation’s blood supply. TBA has
been enriching lives since 1942 and is a non-profit community blood center
licensed by the FDA and accredited by the AABB.

Gem Lapidary Jewelers

&
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Engraved gifts create cherished memories,
for weddings, anniversaries, or any special event.
Jewelry, Firearms, Business Card Holders,
Plaques & Picture Frames

4206 Herschel Street W*ACKSONVILLE &,  s   

Cummer Museum, Jacksonville
Historical Society, Sulzbacher Center
and Memorial Park Association.
Hutto’s dad Rip Poitevent has been
active in the Rotary Club of
Jacksonville. Husband Mark has supported all of the family’s volunteer
activities, including his own work with
their church and the Young Life program and board.
The volunteerism spirit has already
passed directly to the third generation
of the family. Son Whit volunteered at
Sanctuary on 8th Street this past summer and was part of the American

CISV host group that welcomed several Brazilian children to Riverside
Presbyterian Day School for a day of
role-playing games, sharing their cultures, beliefs and feelings.
Oldest son Holden has volunteered
at the Daniel Foundation and at the
Sulzbacher Center. He has also helped
at his school, Episcopal School of
Jacksonville and at their church.
“We encourage our children to volunteer at least once each quarter and
appreciate that their schools support
volunteerism,” Hutto said. “I would
encourage other parents to volunteer
with their children and encourage their
ideas about how or what they could do.
For anyone thinking of volunteering, it
helps to start out small and get comfortable with the mission or organization of your choice. Don’t be afraid to
ask for help or training and orientation
to make things easier in the beginning...any organization you choose will
appreciate any little thing you can do
to help.”
The Hutto family enjoys boating,
travel and typically takes one big trip
every year. The boys are all active in
various sports, Mark golfs and Frances
cheerfully describes her main hobby as
“driving”.

Opportunities to help: The Blood Alliance is critically low on O-Negative
blood, the universal donor. If you are not a donor, please consider it.
How to raise your hand:
To make an appointment to donate, visit the organization’s website at
www.igiveblood.com or use the group’s free iPhone and Droid app at iDon8 or
call The Blood Alliance at (888) 99-TBA HERO.
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Tree trimming

Photo from Episcopal
School of Jacksonville

St. Matthew students share
spirit of giving
Students learned about growing,
gathering and giving food last month
at St. Matthew Catholic School. In
November, teachers played the part
of pilgrims and Indians as students
sampled vegetables from the school

garden. Later, students decorated
boxes that were used for the donation
of turkey, stuffing, vegetables and
pies to local families over
Thanksgiving. In December, students
will collect baskets of food and gift
cards for perishables, which will also
be collected and delivered to those in
need.

Young scientists
tour Atlanta
research labs
A December 2011 photo taken at the end of last
year’s St. Mark’s Tree Lot shows Alex Tyre, Anne
Bayley Shoemaker, Brooke Robertson, Sarah Irving,
Johnny Fewell and Ayana Grady on the scene. This
year’s Youth Christmas Tree Lot began Nov. 23 and
closed Dec. 2. All proceeds fund the youth summer
mission trips to Costa Rica and Chattanooga, TN.

Students decorate boxes to be delivered to local families

Team RPDS supports
student during recent walk
Team RPDS, a group from
Riverside Presbyterian Day School,
joined the “Team Walking with Layla”
during the recent Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night
Walk.
Layla is an RPDS PreK-3 student
who is a Leukemia survivor. She was
diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia (ALL) when she was just
13 months old. Treatments covered a
more than two-year timeframe with
many hospital visits, procedures, clinic days and multiple chemotherapies.
She is currently in remission with a

bright outlook for the future and a
complete cure if everything remains
as it is for the next two years.
More than 45 members of the
Riverside family — including students,
parents, alumni, faculty, administrators and friends of RPDS — turned
out to support Layla, raise funds and
awareness for LLS, and get some
exercise.
“It was a night of hope and perspective,” said Jennifer Sherlock, an
Pictured: Layla (center) with her RPDS teacher Deana Green (right) and
RPDS PreK-4 assistant teacher. “I
assistant teacher Audra Keller (left) Photo from Riverside Presbyterian
Day School)
was so glad to be a part of it.”

Episcopal students in the Honors Science
Seminar spent two days in Atlanta, touring a
variety of research labs at Georgia Institute of
Technology. The labs were selected based on
the relevance of their work to the science projects that the students will be doing this year.
The research topics included psychology, muscular dystrophy, genomics, robotics, nematodes, thermal energy and tumor inhibition.
Students gained knowledge in their fields of
interest and made valuable connections with
potential mentors.
“I enjoyed the fact that we visited a wide
variety of laboratories, because they not only
gave me insight into my own project, by also
into the ideas of my peers,” said Ortega resident Elizabeth Smithwick.
GT researchers who are also Episcopal
graduates — Daniel Smith ‘06 and Daniel
Murphy ’07 — conducted two of the lab tours.
Both Daniels are continuing to research in the
field of work that they started while they were
enrolled in the Honors Science Seminar at
Episcopal.
“The work ethic, joy and passion displayed
by the grad students and researchers motivated me to persevere through any obstacles and
mishaps that my project may encounter,”
shared Riverside resident Sid Yarlagadda.
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Venetia challenges students to give, read and learn
Students at Venetia Elementary School
have been busy lately participating in various campus activities. In addition to giving,
the students also learned how to receive.
The school participated in the annual
Red Ribbon Wee activities, which focuses
on drug awareness. The program encourages students to make wise choices as
they grow. As part of the weeklong event,
the Naval Air Station Jacksonville Police
K-9 unit visited campus, where they
shared canine demonstrations. McGruff
the Crime Dog paid a visit to the school to
help children pledge to remain drug free.
Students also got a visit from Chum,
the mascot of the Jacksonville Sharks.
Part of Chum’s Challenge Reading
Initiative, the team helps students meet
their reading goals, and rewards them for
their efforts. Chum plans to return at the
end of each quarter to personally distrib-

Third graders Devin Morris, Casey Miller and Chase Stultz
lead the parade with McGruff the Crime Dog.

Books the theme of Fishweir family night
It’s one thing to raise your grade from a
C to an A, but true success is overachieving with enough points on the Florida
Comprehensive
Assessment Test
(FCAT) accountability scale to make
it the equivalent of
moving from an F
to an A. According
to Fishweir
Elementary School
principal Marianne
Lee, both students and teachers worked
very hard to raise their school grade
(based on students’ FCAT scores).
“In order to raise student achievement,
we have to look at our rigor, academic
practices and delivery, individual student
and parent conferencing, activities like
Benchmarks and Breakfasts, and how well
we’ve instilled Habits of Mind,” said Lee,
who is in her third year as principal at
Fishweir, on Herschel Street in Avondale.

“The challenge now is to sustain it.”
Instrumental to that effort is the annual
Scholastic Book Fair Week, which ran in
mid-November. The
highlight of the week
was the morning Book
Character Vocabulary
Parade, allowing the
students to dress in
character from the
book they chose to
read and report on, followed by the book fair
and dinner in the evening. Fishweir’s
media specialist Melissa Schick noted that
while the media center was given a facelift
before the start of the school year, many
of the books are old and new ones are
needed. The book fair provides parents
and supporters an opportunity to purchase
books; the funds raised from the book fair
enables the school to purchase new books
for the media center.

ute the students’ rewards.
In an act of kindness and giving, students also participated in the annual
Salvation Army Food Drive — it brought in
more than 400 food items for local families
in need. Venetia students brought in nonperishable food items and other necessities for victims of Hurricane Sandy, too.
When you give, sometimes you receive
— and that was another lesson learned at
the neighborhood school this year.
Members of Jacksonville’s Riverside
Rotary Club brought dictionaries to all of
Venetia’s third grade students. The
Dictionary Project gives students their own
personal dictionaries that they can take
home to assist with homework and
increase their vocabulary. The Rotary Club
has provided hundreds of dictionaries to
Venetia third graders throughout the years

A PTA officer at the
school helps gather
items for the food
drive.
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Bishop Snyder girls sign with colleges

Several members of the Bishop
John J. Snyder Cardinals Softball
Team signed on to play softball for
college during a ceremony at the
school last month.
Christine Hume will go to Rhodes
College, Andrea Neswiacheny will
attend the University of Central
Florida, Shelby Wood will play for
Palm Beach Atlantic University and

Sydney Wright will go to the
University of Arkansas.
Each of the young women have
played for Head Coach Michael
Young since their freshmen year at
BJS. The softball program at Snyder
consistently ranks as one of the top
programs in Northeast Florida making it to the state championships
where they came in second in 2012.

Area children, students take
mark at McKenzie’s Run
The Third Annual McKenzie’s
Run was a highlight of November,
bringing scores of runners and students to EverBank field for a fun
morning of health and exercise. This
year’s race captain was Jaguars
Quarterback Blaine Gabbert. The run
honors Bolles student McKenzie
Noelle Wilson, who passed away in
2010, and raised funds for The
McKenzie Noelle Wilson
Foundation. The foundation’s mission is “to help young people recognize their full potential by providing
programs that encourage caring for
others, giving to those in need and
growing in their own spiritually.”

This year the race took on added
dimension as many race participants
remembered 10-year-old Bolles student Ryan Perry during the event.
Students who were “running for
Ryan” during the race donned green
shirts in honor of Perry, who died in
an accident this fall.

Above: Ortega resident Cameron Perry Walker, Lindsay Turnbach
and Summer Schreiner participated in McKenzie's Run.
Below: A group of fifth grade St. Mark's Episcopal School students wear the “halos” they prepared for the run. Pictured are
Katie Bartkowiak, Katie Ogletree, Anna Donahoo Abigail Donahoo,
Maggie McLauchlin and Eleanor White. The group ran for Angels
for Allison, another locally inspired nonprofit. Photos from
Cameron Walker and Gina Donahoo
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Lighting up the holidays — and beyond
It was a group effort and by midNovember, the light poles at
Ringhaver Park were raised for the
neighborhood soccer community’s
enlightenment.
Organizers describe the light poles,
which were expected to be fully lit
and functional by the end of
November, as a “significant milestone
for the youth of the Westside Soccer
Club.”
The club held a “Light the Ring”
ribbon-cutting celebration on Nov. 10
with District 14 City Councilman Jim
Love and others.

Family Owned
& Operated!

BICYCLES

Shop at
your Local
Christmas
Headquarters!
www.LakeShoreBicycles.com
WSC President Ed Gonzalez, Past WSC President and Lights project officer Bob Olson with Kevin Kuzel, Jim Love and
Mike Tibble, the Lights project team. Photo from Bob Olson

BY JIM ALABISO
DIRECTOR, JUMPING FISH
What better way to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Clean Water
Act of 1972 than by getting in the
St. Johns Rive? CWA aimed to
eliminate and prohibit toxic discharges — point source pollution —
and restore water quality. Congress
strengthened the Act 15 years later
by adding Section 319 to control
nonpoint source pollution: the
runoff from ranches, communities
and boatyards, with pesticides, other
toxic chemicals, and nutrients that
create algae blooms.
As we near our 40th swim and
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paddle event, JumpingFish considers new ways to eradicate decades’
worth stigma. Open water athletes,
kayakers, stand up paddle boarders,
triathletes; we have big things coming in 2013.
A word of caution! The currents
in the downtown area are strong and
can be dangerous to do an uninformed swim. JumpingFish has
spent a significant amount of time
studying the currents. All our activities are carefully timed and planned.
For more information write
uptheriver@jumpingfish.net or go to
http://jumpingfish.net/sasj/sasj-gpstracks/ where some of our data can
be found.
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