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Be part of San Marco history

32nd Red Rose Ball
St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation to host Viva la Rosa!, the 32nd annual Red
Rose Ball on Feb. 8, 2013 at the Jacksonville Marriott at Southpoint. Amazing
excursions are up for bidding at an auction emceed by former Pro Football player
Tony Boselli, including a Hunting & Fishing trip in Aspen, a VIP Kentucky Derby
experience, and a Napa Valley Wine Extravaganza. This year’s Red Rose Ball Chairs
include Mr. and Mrs. Fernando Acosta-Rua, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Arnold, Drs. Ali
and Nayla Chahlavi, and Honorary Chairs Mr. and Mrs. John Godfrey.
Proceeds from the Spanish-inspired gourmet dinner and auction will benefit St.
Vincent’s Spine and Brain Institute. For reservations, call (904) 308-7338.

For as little as $100 you or a loved one can be part of San Marco history with the purchase of an
engraved brick paver. As part of the Balis Park renovation, two new brick walkways will connect
the Lions statue and the gazebo. Place your order by Jan. 31 at the San Marco Preservation
Society office at 1468 Hendricks Avenue. Sponsorship opportunities are available for benches
($2,000) and bicycle racks ($1,000). Contact Doug Skiles at doug@envisionplusjax.com or
(904) 881-6145 for more information.

Growing, Shaping, Learning – fill out a Survey
Are you a visionary? One that helps define Jacksonville’s future? In the New Year, do you wish to
help shape the goals and direction for your city from the ground…up? Join the Jacksonville Civic
Council (JCCI) and Downtown Vision (DVI) by taking surveys from each respective organization –
as they seek the input that will help define the future of our great city. Visit jax2025.org and click
on the ‘JAX2025 Survey’ tab- then, go to downtownjacksonville.org, click on the ‘Events and
Marketing’ tab to fill out the DVI Survey that helps to improve the Art Walk experience. If you’ve
got ideas, share them today before the surveys expire. See more on the downtown progress page 6
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DEBRA
MCGREGOR

accounting department, sales assistant position,
regional manager's assistant up until the company was
sold to a national home builder. At that point, she was
thrown into the company's land development division
Sales & Marketing
and became the land development manager. "I loved
Consulting and
it! It was never the same thing every day. I was in
charge of due diligence before the land was purchased,
Management
obtaining all permitting for horizontal construction,
Debra has been with The
infrastructure, entranceways and roadways as well as
Resident since its inceplandscaping and entry gates. It was like putting a
tion in January 2007.
huge puzzle together! Much like putting together ads
Although new to the newspaper business then, she has
for a newspaper." Her favorite part of working for
thoroughly enjoyed learning it! Her work history was
The Resident is EVERYTHING! "I feel so fortunate
in the home building industry for 12+ years. She startto work for people I love and having a new advened with a local home builder as the receptionist and
ture every day in the best neighborhoods of the
over the next few years, worked her way through the
city!"
size marketing agencies, most recentATE
ly leaving a 24-year career as vice
president with a Pittsburgh agency. To
ALLOCK
keep her skills current, Kate also pubEditor /
lished a monthly 16-page trade publiGeneral Assignment Reporter
cation for 17 years on a strictly volunteer basis. “I knew The Resident was
A newcomer to Jacksonville in late
the place for me when I saw their
2011, Kate has long harbored a desire
tagline: Fiercely Local News,
to return to her journalistic roots.
Fiercely Loyal Readers,” said Kate.
After graduating from the renowned
“I have a track record of loyalty to
University of Missouri-Columbia
School of Journalism, Kate took a 35- everything I undertake. Just ask my
husband of 31 years!” As copyeditor
year detour into public relations and
and general assignment reporter,
marketing. She has worked for large
she’s learning her way around
corporations in manufacturing and
Jacksonville at a fast pace.
banking as well as small- to medium-

K
H
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STEVE
DIMATTIA
General Assignment
Reporter / Photojournalist
Steve has lived in the same
home in Riverside since 1992
so he’s certainly familiar with
the community. After years of
receiving The Resident in his
mailbox he began writing for the paper in 2011. His
favorite stories are those that focus on solutions
rather than problems and which highlight people
and organizations quietly going about the business
of doing great things in our community.

STEPHEN
KINDLAND
General Assignment
Reporter / Photojournalist
Stephen has won several
awards for writing and
photography during a 20-year
journalism career that began at
Clay Today in Orange Park.
He is considered a versatile writer and editor, having
worked as a general assignment reporter, sports
editor and photographer for community newspapers
as well as larger publications such as the Orlando
Sentinel and the Florida Times-Union. Kindland also
has been a freelance writer for several years. He has
been contributing to The Resident since 2010, and
recently completed two books of children’s poems
that he hopes to have published sometime this year.
“I’ve been blessed with countless opportunities to
meet so many interesting people,” Kindland said.
“It doesn’t matter to me whether I’m talking to a
stranger in a diner or interviewing a homeless man,
a star athlete or the CEO of a major corporation.
What I’ve learned is that we all have the same basic
concerns, and that we all feel the same emotions.”
A native of Jamestown, N.Y., Kindland graduated
with honors from both the University of Buffalo and
the University of Florida, where he majored in
journalism.

LAURA JANE
PITTMAN
Contributing Writer
Laura Jane has been writing
for The Resident since the
summer of 2009. She handles
the monthly San Marco Way
We Were column, in addition
to helping out with business
profiles and other feature stories. Laura Jane’s two
degrees in English – a BA from The University of

VICTORIA
REGISTER
FREEMAN
Contributing
Writer
Victoria has lived on the same Historic District
street for 30 years in three different houses. A
former English teacher, a nationally published
author, a bike commuter, and a University of
Florida Master Gardener, she and her husband
Robert own the House On Cherry B&B, which
is open on a limited basis. Victoria writes
The Resident’s Way We Were column and an
occasional gardening column. She says, “I have
been privileged to interview almost 50 individuals for WWW. Each person has given me a
glimpse of the events and the people that have
made this community the amazing place it is.”

JULIE
KERNS
GARMENDIA
Contributing Writer
Julie has lived in
Avondale for 18 years
and works as a freelance
writer, editor and professional soprano sacred and classical soloist.
A native Hoosier, she was accepted into the
Indiana University School of Music as a voice
student at age 12 and later continued to study
as an operatic vocal performance major. Also
a writer from a young age, she sold her first
article at 15 and was then hired by the local
newspaper to report on community events. She
completed her degree from Indiana University
in English and Journalism. Julie continued her
dual careers in Tampa and Nashville before
moving to Jacksonville. She has lived in
Avondale 18 years where she is active in the
local arts community, supports children's
charities and is immediate past president of
Community Nutcracker Ballet, Inc. Julie is the
mother of Alex, Lily and Olivia.
the South, Sewanee, TN, and an MEd from the
University of Georgia (Go Bulldogs!) – have served
her well in her nearly 20-year freelance career. She
writes and edits for a variety of clients in journalism, PR/marketing, education and other industries.
When not working, Laura Jane can be found
spending time with her husband and three children,
singing in the Jacksonville Symphony Chorus and
doing yoga. Laura Jane’s favorite things about
writing for The Resident are the wonderful people
she has gotten to meet and the amazing tidbits
she’s learned about Jacksonville history.

ROBERT L. RODRIGUEZ
Circulation/ Distribution
“Having lived in
Avondale for over 30
years, I find this area
to be pedestrian
friendly and it hosts
numerous fine dining establishments along
with many parks and small locally owned
shops. Residents of Riverside and
Avondale tend to stay in the neighborhood

and find it difficult to imagine living in
any other part of town.” Robert has been
in the diesel engine business for his entire
career, managing shop operations,
accounting functions, international sales
and all forms of administrative tasks.
It was this career that brought him to
Jacksonville from his hometown of
Tampa.

GRANT THORNTON, Circulation/ Distribution
Grant, The
Resident’s distributor
for the San Marco
business district, is a
local artist who has
lived in Riverside
since the late 1990s.
In his spare time he focuses on his artwork and is a freelance renovator for
Riverside and Avondale homes. He grew

up in southeast Georgia, and enjoys frequent trips to his family farm. Over the
past seven years he has been featured in
various art shows, galleries, and even
completed a 450-square-foot ceiling mural
in an Avondale home. He enjoys keeping
in touch with the local community by
working with The Resident crew, and finds
it adventurous to explore all of the small
businesses in the San Marco area.

MARGOT STREET
Graphic Designer /Production Manager
An expert in publication and
advertising design, as well as
production management with a
Bachelors of Art in
Communications from New
York University and an
Associates of Art in Graphic

Design and Marketing from
Indian River Community
College, Margot started with
The Resident in 2007. She has
over 15 years’ experience in
newspaper layout and design.

JOE BAHRET, Graphic Designer
Joe Bahret is an Indiana native
that came to Florida to get his
graphic design degree at
Flagler College, and moved to
Jacksonville after graduation.
He has lived in the Riverside/
Avondale area since 1994 and
cannot imagine living in any

other area. He has been working with several different publications over his 18 years of
professional design and printing career and now has his
own local design and printing
business, Compound Graphics.
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Train horns – nostalgic
and purposeful

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
I moved to San Marco, specifically to the
Lofts of San Marco in August of 2010 from Key
West, Florida. I was standing in my apartment
for about ten minutes when a train went by. It
was so loud! I commented to my granddaughter, after it had passed and we could once again
hear each other, that it sounded like the train
was across the street. She replied, “No g-ma, it
sounded like we were on the train!”
The San Marco Lofts is located on Flagler
and Nira. There is a small, crossing with just a
drop down gate and one light and three other
crossings nearby. The tracks there are open
and fully exposed. I take all my overnight guests
to the tracks so we can put pennies on the rails.
We eagerly await the alert of the train horn to
retrieve our pennies flattened, to pocket for

good luck.
I have come to love the trains and the train
horns. It did take a few months to get used to,
but now I look forward to hearing the horn and
wondering which Engineer is driving so I could
put a face with their unique horn blowing
moniker.
When my friends, whom have visited, talk
with me on the phone, skype or face-time, they
are sometimes the first to point out to me that
the train is going by and we laugh. I hardly
notice them anymore, but when I do, their horn
blowing always brings a smile to my face.
But not only do I enjoy the trains that pass
by and wonder what’s in the freight containers
and where they’re going, I think it would be dangerous not to have the trains driven by

PAGE 3
Engineers who monitor the track and blow their
train’s horn at the crossings. Of course I’m a bit
old school and remember when lighthouses
were manned and someone pulled the bells in
churches belfries. I look upon the train horns as
nostalgic and purposeful.
I believe getting rid of the train horns would
in fact be the opposite of quality of life improvement and be just another way to beige our society. Maybe next if Mr. McLaughlin moves near a
marina he’ll want to change the maritime law
that requires a ship to toot their horn 5 times
when pulling out!
I wish Kevin McLauglin would focus his
energy on something else.
Kind regards,
Mare Contrare

Local SBA director gives encouragement to small businesses
Dear Readers:
Small businesses continue to be the
job creators and champions of local
economies, and small business owners
face multiple challenges. The one
most often heard is access to capital.
In a recent survey by the National
Small Business Association, nearly 70
percent of small businesses report that
the credit crunch has impacted their
businesses in some way.
The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) offers programs to support the diverse needs of
small business owners, including a
variety of loan programs for specific
purposes. In the San Marco/Mandarin
area of Jacksonville, SBA guaranteed
approximately $4.8 million for small
businesses in Fiscal Year 2012. These
loans were made to business owners
in various industries including transportation/warehousing, manufacturing, professional services, and
arts/entertainment/recreation. SBA
loans in this area contributed to creating 64 jobs and helped business owners retain 99 jobs.

As a new year is launched, business owners or aspiring entrepreneurs
are encouraged to give themselves an
edge by turning to the SBA or our
many resource and community partners for guidance and assistance. We
work closely with the Small Business
Development Center located at the
University of North Florida, the
Jacksonville SCORE Chapter, and the
Jacksonville Women’s Business
Center to provide counseling, training, and technical assistance to
entrepreneurs.
I invite everyone who is interested
in starting or growing a business in
North Florida to visit our website at
www.sba.gov/fl/north or call the
District Office at (904) 443-1900. To
stay informed about SBA programs
and services in your area, sign up for
our local district office newsletter and
email updates on our district website.

2013 North Florida SBA Person of
Year nominations deadline Jan. 11

With Regards,

WILFREDO GONZALEZ

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is seeking
nominations for the 2013 North Florida Small Business Person
of the Year and several other small business awards.
“Small Business Week allows us to celebrate small business
success across the state of Florida. We encourage you to nominate
a small business and highlight their contribution to the Florida
economy,” says Wilfredo J. Gonzalez, SBA District Director.
The following categories will be open for submissions and will be
judged at the District and State levels: Small Business Person of
the Year, Small Business Exporter of the Year, Veteran Business
Owner of the Year, Minority Business Owner of the Year, Woman
Business, Owner of the Year, Small Business Advocate, Financial
Services Advocate, Small Business Media Advocate.
The winner of the North Florida District Small Business Person
of the Year will go on to compete at the state and national levels.
The national winner will be announced during the SBW in
Washington, D.C. in Spring 2013.
For a full description of these awards and instructions on how to
apply visit http://www.sba.gov/North_Florida_2013_SBW. All
nominations are due by January 11, 2013.

District Director
SBA North Florida District Office

Delivery to Your Home
or Business!
Your FULL SERVICE
neighborhood pharmacy,
and specialists
in compounded
medications.

Call Gary Roberts Today!

www.SouthBankRX.com

904.398.9660

Located at 1625 Atlantic Blvd (corner of Atlantic & Arcadia)
Serving San Marco, Riverside, Southside, Downtown and outlying areas

The Doctor Is In.
SCHEDULE YOUR CONSULTATION TODAY.

DID YOU KNOW? Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery offers consultation

appointments with one of our Board Certified Plastic Surgeons,
Dr. Paul J. Scioscia, at our Riverside office. Schedule a Tuesday
or Friday appointment for consultation regarding any of our
surgical or non-surgical procedures.
With extensive training in cosmetic and reconstructive
plastic surgery, Dr. Scioscia has always strived to
provide his patients with the highest-quality care,
in a respectful and discreet manner. Not only has
he received several awards, but Dr. Scioscia has also
published numerous scientific articles, and is past
President of the Greater Jacksonville Society of
Plastic Surgeons and currently sits as Chief of
Plastic Surgery at St. Vincent's Medical Center.

Paul J. Scioscia, M.D., F.A.C.S.
The American Board of Plastic Surgery, 1998

Cosmetic Surgery of the Face and Body

904-273-6200
www.pvps.com

2105 Park Street, Suite D, Jacksonville, FL 32204

SIX LOCATIONS: Riverside • Ponte Vedra Beach • Southside • Amelia Island • Mandarin • St. Augustine
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Appreciating our Unique Neighborhoods
Wally Lee
President
JAX Chamber
As I retire, I find
myself reflecting on
the 23+ years I
have served as JAX
Chamber president
and what I love about our area. It has been
my distinct pleasure during these years to
represent the business community and help
promote economic development.
Our community’s success would not be
possible without our thriving and unique
neighborhoods – the city’s first suburbs.
Traditional and charming, Riverside,
Avondale, San Marco, San Jose, Springfield
and Ortega, among others, are a major
asset to our city and region. In fact, if you
search #ilovejax on Twitter, you will find that
people most frequently cite the diversity of

Mayor Alvin Brown signs the legislation in support of the
Brooklyn redevelopment as members of the business
community, civic leaders and administration officials look on.

our neighborhoods as the number one reason they love JAX.
#ilovejax represents and promotes a
conversation about all there is to love about
the seven counties in the JAX Region. It is
a long-term effort to further boost pride in
our regional community.
Our neighborhoods help build community pride. When residents feel good about
where they live, they speak positively to
their friends, family and colleagues who
may live here or somewhere else. The word
spreads. Visitors experience the positive
energy, and they go home talking about
what they love about JAX.
The houses, ranging from grand mansions to newly refurbished bungalows, give
our neighborhoods a unique character,
diversity and beauty that is hard to find in
many cities. I am proud to say that my wife
Alyson and I will enjoy my retirement living
in one of these beautiful neighborhoods,
San Jose, about two miles from the heart of
San Marco.

It does not take one long to fall in love
with the character and charm of our city’s
historic areas. In fact, one of my earliest
observations about our city was the number, nature, diversity and quality of places
to live. The Riverside and Avondale communities make up the nation’s largest historic district, with 6,000 structures. This is
an incredible statistic and something that
should make us all proud, notwithstanding
where we live in JAX.
As we revitalize Downtown, the neighborhoods are also contributing to its resurgence. For me, Downtown is and always
will be a top priority. Our city’s urban core
should be a physical reflection of civic
pride, community self-worth and confidence that is immediately seen and felt by
both visitors in general and visiting business professionals.
The JAX Chamber Board of Directors
identified Downtown revitalization as a
major priority during the last three years.
They identified four objectives to enhance

our urban core: a marketing campaign for
Downtown, the creation of a Downtown
Investment Authority, Downtown’s New
Front Door and more Downtown events
and festivals. We made impressive
progress toward each of these goals in
2012.
There are already many great attributes
to love about our Downtown that already
attract thousands of people. The Jaguars,
Suns, Sharks, museums, performing arts,
Art Walk, the Riverwalk, the weekly
Riverside Arts Market (RAM), Community
First Saturdays and annual events like the
Gator Bowl Classic, the Jazz Festival and
the Florida-Georgia game.
In conclusion, I want to commend and
thank the residents and businesses who
comprise what I consider to be one of our
greatest assets – our unique neighborhoods. I take great pride in these unique,
diverse regional neighborhoods, and I am
happy now to be a San Jose neighbor.

Legislation will revitalize
Brooklyn neighborhood
New jobs, new
housing, more retail
opportunities
Christmas came early for developer Pope & Land Jax Riverside LP.
And the signed legislation authorizing the city to move forward with
public investment will be a gift that
keeps on giving for the temporary
and permanent jobs to be created,
the aging public infrastructure to be
revamped and the estimated $10 million in ad valorem (tax imposed on
the value of real estate) revenues for
the next 20 years.
The developer has plans to erase
the blight that exists in the 11-acre
plot between Riverside Avenue and
Park Street by creating 300 housing
units and 65,000 square feet of retail
space in the city’s Brooklyn neighborhood. Riverside Park, as it is
called, would become a neighbor to
the 220 Riverside project at
Riverside Avenue and Jackson
Street, and would provide attractive
housing options for people who
work in the Riverside Avenue
corridor.

Per the legislation signed by
Mayor Alvin Brown on Dec. 19, the
city would contribute $1.8 million to
improve infrastructure near the project site and would authorize $5.15
million in Recapture Enhanced Value
(Rev) Grant tax reimbursements.
Also, private investment in the project ranges up to $50.5 million.
In addition to tax revenue, the
development will increase property
values, and enhance the urban core.
And, in addition to the anticipated
247 jobs at the housing and retail
complexes, numerous other temporary contracting jobs will be created
through project construction. Storm
water infrastructure improvements
are expected to prevent flooding and
pollution into McCoy’s Creek and
the St. Johns River from the project
area, and that’s a nice present for the
St. Johns Riverkeeper.
“Beyond creating jobs and developing high-end real estate, this project will refine a major city corridor
to give future investors yet another
reason to feel confident about
Jacksonville,” said Mayor Brown.
“It’s great public-private partnership.
When we work together, everyone
wins.”
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Do public schools make the grade?
New website provides
School Facts JAX
The Jacksonville Public Education
Fund (JPEF) recently released school
statistics on their website which indicates that there is both good news and
not-so-good news about the public
schools in the area.
The JPEF is an independent nonprofit organization that believes
informed and active citizens together
with attentive and aligned community
leaders will move the public schools in
a positive direction to prepare their students with success-oriented skills. The
recent launch of

www.schoolfactsjax.org presents information about public school performance through easy-to-use, interactive
charts and visualizations.
A glance through School Facts Jax
shows that while many elementary,
middle and high schools have passing
to acceptable “grades”, there are a few
that aren’t quite making the grade.
Three of the four elementary schools
in San Marco area have current school
grades of A, but a look back at the previous five years often tells a different
story. Hendricks Avenue Elementary is
a “straight A” school for the 2008-2012
period, with a school reading score of
92 and a math score of 84. Pine Forest
Elementary suffered one B (in 2011)

but reading and math scores are in the
mid-80s. Both San Jose Elementary
and Spring Park Elementary have lower
scores, hovering right around 60 in
both reading and math, although their
overall grades are B and A, respectively.
Students attending Alfred I duPont
Middle School need to do a bit more
homework. Although the overall grade
for the school is a B for the third year
in a row, both reading and math scores
are quite low, 64 and 55, indicating
there’s work to be done.
Moving into high school, the Julia
Landon College Preparatory can boast
of an A for four straight years, coming
off a C in 2008, and both reading (89)

and math (94) scores are good. The
2012 grades are pending for both
Samuel Wolfson High School and the
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts,
but if the reading and math scores are
any indication and the past four years
hold true, Wolfson won’t make the
grade. With Cs and Ds, and disappointingly low scores in reading (36) and
math (66), students preparing to graduate this spring have a lot of catching up
to do. Douglas Anderson, on the other
hand, has a track record of As and Bs
with an interesting twist on scores,
rated 89 for math and 74 for reading.
To see the grades for yourself, go to
www.schoolfactsjax.org.

More reasons for Jacksonville sports fans to cheer
U.S. Women’s Soccer,
Major League Soccer and
college lacrosse heading
our way
As if the Jacksonville Jaguars football isn’t enough, there’s more in store
for the Jacksonville area sports enthusiast. In December it was announced that
three events are heading our way.
The first sporting event to be played
at EverBank Field is an international
“friendly match” between the U.S.
Women’s Soccer National Team
against the team from Scotland, on
Saturday, Feb. 9, at 5 p.m. Tickets are
available through ussoccer.com, by

phone at (800) 745-3000 and at all
Ticketmaster ticket centers throughout
the Jacksonville area.
The next event welcomes Major
League Soccer through a three-year
agreement with the Philadelphia Union
to play annual exhibition matches starting Feb. 15. at 7:30 p.m. against another MLS team, to be announced in the
near future. There will be a free youth
clinic at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are on sale
at the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial
Arena box office and online at
Ticketmaster.com
These events add to a growing list
of events that are each raising the profile of professional soccer in
Jacksonville. Last May, the U.S. Men’s

National Team helped to draw a crowd
of more than 45,000 fans to EverBank
Field to break a regional attendance
record for a match of its kind.
After soccer, comes lacrosse with
the 3rd annual Moe’s Southwest Grill
Classic on Feb. 17 at EverBank Field
where Penn State will take on Denver
in the opening game at 2 p.m., followed by Jacksonville University playing Ohio State in the biggest men’s
lacrosse event in the Southeast.
This year’s lacrosse event will also
have a high school day on Mon., Feb.
18, when 18 high school teams are
scheduled to play at EverBank
throughout the day. Tickets are $21 for
general admission and $16 for groups

of 10 or more. They are available at the
Veterans Memorial Arena box office or
at ticketmaster.com.
February will be an exciting month
for major events in Jacksonville. Along
with the U.S. Women’s and
Philadelphia Union soccer matches,
Jacksonville also will be the site of the
Davis Cup tennis championships starting Feb. 1 and Monster Jam on
Feb. 23.
For more information about events
and opportunities through
Jacksonville’s Office of Sports and
Entertainment, visit
http://www.coj.net/departments/officeof-economic-development/sports-andentertainment.aspx
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San Marco, other urban neighborhoods
play key roles in Downtown redevelopment
BY STEPHEN KINDLAND
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Signs of economic recovery in San
Marco and other urban neighborhoods,
combined with recent legislation passed
by the Jacksonville City Council, are
fueling efforts to revitalize Downtown,
local business leaders say.
Redeveloping Downtown – which
has been a priority for Mayor Alvin
Brown since he took office 18 months
ago – will depend on a symbiotic relationship between a relatively small but
densely populated Downtown area and
larger, more established neighborhoods
such as San Marco, Riverside and
Avondale, local business leaders say.
Doug Skiles, a civil engineer with
EnVision Design + Engineering in San
Marco, says a handful of new local
businesses, the recent overhaul of San
Marco’s streetscape and the redesign
and construction of Balis Park that is
set to begin this month are welcome
signs that will help usher in Downtown
redevelopment that has several projects
on the drawing board.
“I’m a huge Downtown advocate,”
said Skiles, who also is past president
of the San Marco Preservation Society,
and was a key figure in the San Marco
Square redesign. “It’s going to take
some synergy [between Downtown
planners and fringe area business leaders], but we have a good framework. I
definitely believe we’re heading in the

“I’m a huge
Downtown
advocate.”
Doug Skiles

right direction.”
Downtown revitalization also will
depend on the Jacksonville City
Council’s continued support of initiatives spearheaded by the mayor and his
administration.
That support was evidenced in
December, when the council unanimously confirmed all nine members of
the Downtown Investment Authority,
which was formed in August and serves
as the lead planning and implementation agency for Downtown
redevelopment.
Mayor Brown considers the DIA to
be a “major step to usher in a new era”
for the city.
“My administration is proud to partner with the business community and
work closely with [the city council] to
help keep the momentum and make

smart investments in Jacksonville’s
future,” he said.
DIA member Melody Bishop, an
architect with Akel, Logan & Shafer
PA in Riverside, says the new board’s
responsibilities are multifaceted, and
that its main priority is to interpret and
implement a Downtown redevelopment
plan that was written in 1981. The plan,
she says, eventually will include key
elements of other plans that have
emerged over the years.
“We’ve got quite a task at hand,”
Bishop said. “The redevelopment plan
is key.”

New legislation, new
construction help to
kick start the New Year
Formation of the DIA, along with
new legislation that streamlines the
city’s economic development process
by reducing the amount of time
required for companies to work with
the city to create local jobs, have business leaders looking forward to a busy
2013. Through the new streamlining
law, proposed job creation packages
with a local financial impact of less
than $300,000 may be approved by the
city council after one public hearing;
proposed packages with an impact of
more than $300,000 will require two
public hearings.
The council also passed a bill that

authorizes development of Riverside
Park through two economic development agreements between the city and
Pope & Land Jax Riverside LP.
According to information provided by
the mayor’s office, the public-private
partnership will redevelop a portion of
the Brooklyn neighborhood while generating 247 jobs, improving infrastructure and increasing property tax revenue by $10 million over the next two
decades.
“I commend the council for passing
these bills, which will help to boost our
economy and revitalize Downtown,”
Mayor Brown said in a prepared
statement.
Reinvent might be a more accurate
term than revitalize, given several
major development projects that either
have begun or will be getting under
way this year on both sides of the St.
Johns River. The projects include:
Balis Park Redesign – An estimated $150,000 starting budget for the
redesign and construction of Balis Park
in San Marco Square includes traffic
flow improvements through the square
that will function more efficiently with
the recently built roundabout at Naldo
Avenue. The traffic light at the square’s
center will be removed and Balis Park
will be connected to the existing lion
statues, creating a more prominent,
usable green space that promotes walkability. Southbound traffic accessing
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Atlantic Boulevard or northbound San
Marco Boulevard will utilize an
expanded passage on Balis Place. Park
expenses will be covered by the San
Marco Preservation Society and the
San Marco Merchants Association
through the sale of bricks, benches,
trees, and individual sponsorships.
San Marco Streetscape –
Coincidental to Balis Park redesign, the
San Marco streetscape is scheduled to
be completed in early 2013. The project
– which spans Prudential Drive to
Naldo Avenue on San Marco Boulevard
– includes installation of historic streetlights and signage; brick pavers and
crosswalk accents; streetscape components such as trash receptacles and
benches; roadway re-paving; new curbs
and gutters; new drainage inlets; brickaccented sidewalks; upgraded traffic
signals and a roundabout at Landon
Avenue.
220 Riverside – With the help of a
$4.9 million Recapture Enhanced Value
grant, developer Hallmark Partners has
begun construction of a $30 million,
seven-story housing project that
includes 294 apartments ranging from
600 to 1,200 square feet with onsite
amenities; 16,500 square feet of retail
space and an adjacent community park
that can hold year-round, festival-style
programming and special events. “We
expect our 220 Riverside project and
adjacent public plaza to serve as a catalyst for continued development in
Brooklyn along the Riverside corridor,”
said Alex Coley, president of Hallmark
Partners.
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Brooklyn Community
Development – Through a publicprivate partnership between the city and
Pope & Land Jax Riverside LP, a proposed development would create about
300 housing units in a community
fronting Park Street in Brooklyn, as
well as 65,000 square feet of retail
space along Riverside Avenue. The
planned residential area would be in
addition to improvements to the area’s
infrastructure, including flood and pollution prevention for McCoy’s Creek
and the St. Johns River.
Riverside Dog Park – Plans are set
for the city to build a dog park and
related amenities using property
beneath I-95 in Riverside. The proposed project has been backed financially by the Five Points Merchants
Association and fundraisers sponsored
by the Riverside Avondale Preservation,
according to RAP executive director
Carmen Godwin. She said the 2-acre
dog park will be an extension of
Riverside Park’s northwest corner, and
that the merchants association has
agreed to put up $25,000 toward the
initial estimated cost of $45,000. The
proposed park would be built through a
matching bond program with the city.
Other RAP-sponsored fundraisers will
be held, according to Godwin.
New YMCA Building –
Groundbreaking is expected to take
place during the second or third quarter
of 2013 for a new, glass-fronted,
80,000-square-foot Yates Family
YMCA building on the St. Johns riverfront. The building, estimated to cost
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$21 million, eventually will replace the
existing YMCA facility on Riverside
Avenue. The current building will be
demolished for a surface parking lot.
The new building also will accommodate YMCA of Florida’s First Coast’s
corporate headquarters. Eric Mann, the
Y’s president and CEO, said the new
construction “opens up the door for us
to reach so many more goals” that target residents in Riverside and
Downtown neighborhoods.
Museum Makeover – Work has
begun on an elaborate, $4.5 million
project – which includes $1 million
being placed in an endowment fund -at the Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens on Riverside Avenue. Plans
call for the creation of a signature
front lawn area and expanded riverfront gardens. Also, the museum’s
popular riverfront gardens will double
in size, and its three parking lots
along Riverside Avenue will be converted into a single, paved lot with
trees and landscaping. A deck that
will accommodate up to 40 visitors is
planned to be built under the protection of two live oaks, along with a
sculpture garden at the north end of
the museum property. Other planned
improvements will make the museum
more open and accessible, according
to museum officials. About 97 percent
of the project’s cost reportedly has
been raised.
Mayor Brown said the combined
activity can only help to build a sense
of teamwork between the city, the private sector and residents in living in
urban neighborhoods.
“I’m excited to see so much energy

and enthusiasm going into projects
throughout our city’s center,” he said.
“Each represents an opportunity to
deepen the discussion about the value
of a vibrant Downtown to make
Jacksonville more competitive, create
jobs and refine the brand of our city.”

Progress, momentum
keys to 2013 success
With other good news such as a declining unemployment rate in Northeast Florida
and the Florida Legislature entering this
year’s legislative session with a $456 million
budget surplus, it appears that Downtown
revitalization isn’t a pipe dream.
Terry Lorince, executive director of
Downtown Vision Inc., a not-for-profit organization charged with promoting Downtown
and increasing its services, said her agency
hopes that revitalization will result in 10,000
people living within the area’s 2.5-squaremile boundaries. She said redevelopment
plans being discussed would allow
Downtown residents to walk to work and frequent nearby shops.
She also said that 3,300 people are living in 2,365 units Downtown, and that further redevelopment will depend on consumer support from the 100,000 people living in the fringe areas.
“The success of Downtown is related to
the success of the surrounding urban neighborhoods,” Lorince said.
Bishop, who chairs the DIA’s redevelopment plan committee, says she can feel
momentum building.
“I believe we’re right there, ready to bust
loose,” she said. “If you look at Brooklyn and
[220 Riverside], the Pope & Land projects,
Riverside is going to be igniting what can
happen in Downtown.
“Those areas have really taken off, and it
justifies things to the developers when they
can see that much success just blocks
away,” Bishop added. “Those areas are
causing this to happen.”
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asked
for it!

From time to time, readers ask us to help get
important questions answered. A reader
recently wondered about an apparent increase
in aircraft noise over San Marco. His question
and an answer from the Naval Air Station
Jacksonville are below. Do you have a question we can address in an upcoming issue of
The Resident? Let us know by sending an
email to editor@residentnews.net.

Has there been
an increase in the
amount of NAS
JAX air traffic?
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My name is Daniel Patton and I am resident of San
Marco, more specifically in the Miramar Neighborhood and
an avid reader of The Resident. I am writing to inquire if you
have received any further information or complaints regarding
the enormous increase of airplane traffic that fly almost directly
over our homes on a daily basis. My wife and I have lived in
this neighborhood since 2008. During this past year, the
increase of planes flying overhead is exponentially greater. In
2008 we would probably average one night per month, when
we would be disturbed by low flying airplanes over our home.
Now, the planes seem to fly over our home at least 50 times per
day, both during the day and night, 7 days per week.The planes
aren’t just flying overhead, they are low and directly over our

home much of the time. No matter what we do, we can’t escape
their sounds for peace and quiet and often awaken in the middle of the night to familiar “roar” of another plane flying overhead.This problem is beginning to affect how we feel about our
neighborhood and is affecting our happiness while at home.
After all, if a family cannot enjoy peace in their home, where can
they?
I would appreciate knowing if you have heard similar concerns and if there has been any type of response by our community. I support our military as much as the next patriotic
American, but we are being driven crazy by the planes that
appear to fly circles over our home. Please help!

The Resident posed the question to the Air Operations
Office at NAS JAX and received an explanation from
Commander Mark W. McManus, Air Operations Officer:
“I also live in the San Marco area and hear the same
noise! Although there has not been an increase in air traffic from
the base (we actually flew 13% less often this past fiscal year
than in the previous year), we have had an increase in “guest”
traffic. Let me explain.
“From November 2011 through October 2012, Navy Auxiliary
Landing Field Fentress in Chesapeake, VA was closed to
replace its only runway. Consequently, training squadrons from
NAS Oceana and Naval Station Norfolk sent their F-18 Hornets
and E-2 Hawkeyes down here to train at Navy Outlying Field
Whitehouse located over on the Westside. The Hornet is a noisier fighter than the P-3s so you are noticing that difference!
“For the past 10 years the Navy has been conducting training
exercises off the northeast coast of Florida and using the

Rodman Range Complex near Palatka. NAS JAX hosts many of
the aircraft that are used during the exercise including jets used
as adversarial air. When the squadrons return to base sometimes their flight path is over San Marco.”
As Public Affairs Officer Miriam Gallet noted in a call to The
Resident, we are a nation at war in two countries, so pilots and
air crews are mandated to train. Incidentally, did you know that
NAS JAX was voted the 2012 Best Naval Installation in the
World?
If you have a noise complaint about aircraft from NAS
Jacksonville, please email their noise complaint hotline:
jaxs_nas_noise_compl@navy.mil. You will receive an automated
reply immediately, but you can expect a follow up phone call or
email from a member of the NAS Jacksonville staff the next
business day. If you have any questions about NAS JAX or air
traffic, call Miriam Gallet at (904) 542-5588 or the Operations
Duty Officer at (904) 542-2511.

FSS awarded $48.7 Million DCF contract
St. Nicholas-based Family
Support Services of North Florida
(FSS) has been awarded a five-year,
$48.7 million contract to provide
child welfare services in Duval and
Nassau counties.
The contract with the Department

of Children and Families (DCF)
extends FSS’s current role as the
community-based care agency serving DCF’s Northeast Region. FSS
has provided core child welfare services in Duval County since 2002 and
in Nassau County since 2007.

2333 Bethune Ave.
MLS# 644393

$100,000

932 Saratoga Dr.
MLS# 646652

$390,000

2782 Green Bay Ln.

The new contract will be effective
from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2018.
“FSS is proud to again be selected
as the local service provider for
child welfare,” said Lee Kaywork,
FSS chief executive officer. “The
award of the new contract re-affirms
DCF’s confidence in our services,
our programs and our commitment
to the children and families in our
community.”
Kaywork added, “FSS will continue to focus on family preservation
programs to help keep children safely in their homes, while also providing quality services to children in
foster care and finding adoptive
homes for those children in need of
forever families.”

“DCF cited numerous areas of
strengths demonstrated by FSS,
including our dramatic reductions in
the number of children in foster
care, successful prevention programs, strong quality management
programs, streamlined licensing
process and innovative programs
provided to children in our care,”
Kaywork said.
FSS is one of 20 agencies
throughout the state providing community-based care in child welfare.
The State of Florida privatized child
welfare in 1997, charging local entities with responsibility to manage
and ensure the delivery of an integrated child welfare system, while
working in conjunction with DCF.
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Local singer’s rough start
becomes inspiration for others

Roger Linville (Volunteer Coordinator), Shannon Blankinship (Outreach Director), Alicia Smith (Volunteer of the Year), Lisa Rinaman
(St. Johns Riverkeeper), Jim Alabiso (St. Johns River Advocate of the Year), Jimmy Orth (Executive Director), Beth and Peter Welch
(Bioswale Volunteer Service Award)

St. Johns Riverkeeper
Volunteers of the Year
St. Johns Riverkeeper, a nonprofit
advocacy organization for the St. Johns
River, recently announced the recipients
of its 2012 Volunteer Awards:
St. Johns River Advocate of the Year:
Jim Alabiso is an outspoken advocate
for the St. Johns River. Jim and his
JumpingFish team have organized 6kilometer swims across the river, a 12mile swim up the St. Johns, and over a
dozen Rebel Mile Swims through
Downtown Jacksonville.
St. Johns Riverkeeper Volunteer of
the Year: Alicia Smith is the 2012
Volunteer of the Year and is also one of
the leaders of Rising Tides, St. Johns
Riverkeeper’s young professionals
group.

Bioswale Volunteer Service Award:
Peter and Beth Welch have helped to
spearhead maintenance of the Lasalle
Bioswale, hand-watering plants to get
them established, pulling weeds, and
keeping the swale free of trash.
Lisa Rinaman, the St. Johns
Riverkeeper, explains the importance of
volunteers to her organization:
“Volunteers are essential to our efforts
to raise awareness and educate the community about the St. Johns River and to
advocate for its protection and restoration. We are grateful for the dedicated
service of this year’s award recipients
and for all of our volunteers who work
so hard and contribute so much of their
time to our river each year.”

William O’Brien, a San Jose area
resident who works at the University
Boulevard Publix, is described by some
as a talented musician. But many others
call him a miracle — an
inspiration.
By both standards,
O’Brien has taken his heartbreaking entry into the world
and made it a better place
for others. The 22-year-old
Douglas Anderson School
for the Performing Arts graduate recently donated
$1,000 from sales of a
recently released CD to First
Coast Women’s Services
during its annual banquet.
The organization, a local nonprofit
group that helps women make informed
choices about their pregnancy and prevent the tragedy of abortion, is important
to O’Brien because his own birth mother
attempted to abort him twice before allowing a local family to adopt him.
“I started singing when I was five in
church,” said O’Brien, who struggles with
a heart condition but continues to work at
Publix and teach a weekly music class at
Lakewood United Methodist Preschool. “At
church I would sing and every time someone would say, ‘you should come out with
a CD.’”
And that he did. Last summer, he
recorded a CD of songs and sold them
for $10 as a fundraiser for First Coast
Women’s Services. The CD is called
Chances Jeremiah 29:11 and it includes
eight original songs. O’Brien plays piano
and sings on each track. The $1,000 he

raised went straight to the group.
“My birth mother didn’t want me, and I
wanted to give back to the other ‘Williams’
who did not have another chance at life,”
he said.
Officials with First Coast
Women’s Services said this
was not the first time
they’ve been on the
receiving end of O’Brien’s
support.
“In the past, he also has
collected money through
our Baby Bottle Campaign,”
said Nancy Kelly, director of
development for the group.
“He is so thankful because
his life was spared — he
has such a grateful heart.”
O’Brien said he is working on lining up
opportunities to share his music in local
venues. He’s not sure how to handle public feedback, which describes him as “an
inspiration.”
“I don't know how to feel about that —
I know its helping to save lives to get the
story out there that Pro Life is the way to
go.”
He often remembers the diagnosis his
doctor gave him and his mother at age
four. He told them William had a heart
condition.
“On several occasions, he said I
wouldn’t see it past my freshman year in
high school, or my graduation day,” said
O’Brien, who graduated from Douglas
Anderson in 2009 with honors.
For more information about O’Brien’s
music, visit WilliamOBrienMusic on
Facebook.
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Good news retrospective:
2013 promises to grow upon best laid plans
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Overall, below the surface, 2012
appeared to be a slow, lackluster economic grind that revealed that we’re
still on the brink – but you couldn’t
tell by the pace of business growth,
zoning challenges, and infrastructure
improvements in our neighborhoods.
But dig below the surface (in some
cases, literally) and you’ll find plenty
of events, celebrations and activities in
2012 that continue to provide our
neighborhoods with a positive
momentum into 2013. Infrastructure
rebuilding and repairs – from crosswalks to sidewalks, speed bumps to
bridges – all suggest neighborhood
improvements. Better connecting sidewalks (such as Landon Avenue) being
planned on public right-of-ways
throughout San Marco will result in
safety and enjoyment for the whole
community. Plans released for the San
Marco Square redesign will improve
vehicular flow through the square and

comed several new shops and restauthe new roundabout at Naldo Avenue
rants in 2012, including Toscana Little
also contributes, by slowing down
Italy, Kimberly Clarke Salon, All
needless speed. The rotting wooden
Spiced Up, Carroll’s Meat Shoppe,
Southbank Riverwalk is slated for
Full Custom
overhaul with a
Tattoo, Maple
concrete walkStreet Biscuit
way, with conCompany, The
struction and
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Grain
June. Of greater
Exchange, plus
magnitude is
established
the Overland
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Prudential
Network
Realty's
Avondale
and
San
Marco
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of $157.8 miloffice achieved a national award for top gross commisMy Best
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take more than
moved into
three years to
new quarters, and then there’s the
complete. And work will begin this
infamous talk of a Publix-anchored
year for resurfacing of San Jose
Boulevard, along with a new sidewalk mixed-used development, East San
installation from Sunbeam Road to the Marco, as well as First Citizens Bank
& Trust’s plans to build in San Marco.
Goodby’s Creek Bridge.
Also in 2013, Panera Bread is set to
Speaking of new businesses, the
re-emerge at the barren, former San
San Marco and San Jose areas wel-

LADIES,

NOW THERE ARE

Marco train depot and Aardwolf
Brewing has begun work at a site
across the street on Hendricks Avenue.
Historic San Marco has become so
popular that discussions have emerged
on how to handle the growth. Much of
the work being done focuses on the
best use of the soon-to-be, reconstructed Balis Park, creating a walkability and ease of commerce for
upcoming street events, such as the
annual San Marco Art Festival – with
citywide appeal. The cost of closing
streets will no longer hamper the merchants, alleviating a longtime difficulty. The best part of San Marco’s
growth is the ample parking designed
behind the south side of the shops,
making no mystery for local shoppers
seeking an additional spot to park.
Community efforts continue for
preservation of the natural resources
in our many parks and the St. Johns
River and its waterways, while
individuals and organizations promote
outdoor lifestyles. A controversial
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Schedule a comprehensive
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heart disease.

2 Eat heart-healthy

Learn about the new HeartWise
Eating Plan, a scientiﬁcally proven
approach to maintaining a healthy
weight and loving your heart.

3 Get moving again

Schedule a HeartWise for Women
Fitness Assessment with an
exercise specialist and receive your
personalized exercise prescription
with target heart rate zone.
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Balis Park. The Autumn in the Park
From the young to the old, quality
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healthcare ranks right up there with
the project as will brick, bench and
education and an improving economy.
tree sales, sponsorships and artistic
The community is blessed to have
renderings by local artist Chris Flagg
several prestigious medical centers
in 2013. The Rotary Club of San
and hospitals that continue to bring in
Marco hosted its third Dirty Martinis
new and exciting technologies in the
for Clean Water event to benefit an
medical field and receive awards and
international clean water project.
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Greens are good, and the more
• Wolfson Children’s Hospital
fresh produce we enjoy, the healthier
we’ll be, thanks to enterprises like the ranked among the top children’s hospitals in the nation for diabetes and
Hendricks Avenue Farmer’s Market
endocrinology, urology, neurology
and many community gardens, like
the Gardens at Jackson Square in San and neurosurgery, cardiology and
Marco partnering with the Sulzbacher heart surgery, cancer, and pulmonolo-
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• St. Vincent’s Medical Center
gy by U.S. News Media Group.
added two new CT scanners,
Wolfson also added a second vehicle
improved its emergency department,
to its Kids Kare Mobile Intensive
expanded its primary care network,
Care Unit.
doubled beds in the Skilled Nursing
• The joint Mayo Clinic/Nemours
Unit, expanded the mobile unit with
Children’s Clinic/Wolfson Children’s
help from the Rotary Club; launched a
Hospital Blood and Marrow
Transplantation Program was the first home health network, an Occupation
in Florida (and one of only 15 nation- Health program and unveiled a website for Kids Together Against Cancer;
ally) to earn national accreditation in
has northeast
cellular therapy
Florida’s only statefor its autoloof-the art singlegous and alloroom Neonatal
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plants.
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Major construcfor neurosurtion projects will
geons as they
perform adult and pediatric brain pro- give the Jacksonville area an economic boost in 2013 as plans move forcedures. And in November they
ward for the new $21 million YMCA
opened a new $200 million, 11-story
adult/pediatric tower with intra-opera- facility in Riverside, and the mixeduse 220 Riverside development begins
tive iMRI and iCT technology, two
to come to life. With such projects
adult neurosurgery suites, an adult
neurology/neurosurgery intensive care come potential boosts in real estate
sales on both sides of the river.
unit, a pediatric inpatient behavioral
Homes sold more quickly in 2012, on
health unit, cardiovascular operating
the market almost 20% fewer days
suite, neurosurgery operating suite
than in the previous year.
and both pediatric and adult hematolKeep your eye on The Resident
ogy/oncology units.
News in 2013 as we continue to share
• Near St. Nicholas/Spring Park,
Memorial Hospital expanded its mini- the good news and silver linings of
change in the San Marco, St. Nicholas
mally-invasive technology to include
and San Jose communities we serve!
robotic heart and lung surgery.

Everyone can appreciate
something new

San Marco Real Estate Specialists Since 1983

See our new listings with new kitchens, new baths, new
windows and new roofs, updated with excellence.
Happy New Year!

(904) 396-6456

See more offerings at:
www.RiverPointRealEstate.com
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Cummer announces major changes to campus
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens wants to connect dots – cultural, civic and environmental dots, that is.
According to museum director Hope
McMath, The Cummer’s campus is
undergoing a $3.5 million restoration
and landscape enhancement project that
began with the first phase last
September in the heretofore non-public
Olmsted Garden.
“This project has been on the table
for nearly a decade and made us look
with fresh eyes at the entire campus
from the front door on,” said McMath
at a press conference on Dec. 5. “We
felt it was past time to put a beacon on
the front lawn to show who we are.”
Plans include the restoration of the
historic, century-old Olmsted Garden,
an outdoor space for the TreeCup Café,
and integration of a sculpture garden on
The Cummer’s front lawn. The sidewalk along Riverside Avenue will be
widened to 10 feet and the parking lots
also will be refurbished.
McMath noted, “We are using this
project as a demonstration of our sustainability efforts. It’s important that
The Cummer is a model for best practices in doing a garden in an environmentally friendly way.” She also stated
that their goal is to be more open and
accessible by removing the hedges and
creating a promenade along Riverside
Avenue, and the front lawn sculpture
garden will be free and open to the
public.

“We want to take a role in connecting the dots along Riverside, starting
with Memorial Park, then The
Cummer, the new dog park, the
Riverside Arts Market and the
Brooklyn District,” McMath said. “It’s
an extremely important zone for the
city, to celebrate its sustainability, beauty and
pedestrianfriendly
environment,
connecting
the city, nonprofit and
corporate
sectors.”
John
Donahoo,
III, chairman of the board of directors
for The Cummer, kicked off the press
event by sharing why these renovations
are so important. “First, the project is in
keeping with our mission to engage and
inspire through the arts, gardens and
education. Second, it’s historically significant and third, it will have a positive
impact on the community.”
Plans are to complete the project in
fall of 2013. Work is currently in
progress on the Olmsted Garden with
construction of a new bulkhead; this
phase will be finished for a public
opening on Apr. 12, 2013.
Holly Keris, chief curator, said that
the Cummer Gardens, including the
Olmsted Garden, were listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in
2010. “The Olmsted Garden has never
been open to the public,” she said. “The

addition of this historically accurate
garden nearly doubles The Cummer’s
current riverfront footage, and provides
the Museum with another platform to
discuss art, design, history, and environmental conservation, all through the
use of our landscape.” Keris plans to
give a free lecture on the Olmsted
Garden on Apr.
23 at 7 p.m.
The campus
renovation phase
will begin with
reconstruction of
the Museum’s
parking lots,
which were
Cummer Museum/Riverside Avenue
closed in
Renderings, 2012. © Richard
Skinner & Associates, Architects
December for
this work, slated to be finished by
March 2013. Following completion of
the parking lots, The Cummer will
open up the front lawn to the public,
with all work finished by Sept. 2013.
Outdoor seating will be added for the
TreeCup Café and a sculpture garden
will be created in front of the Art
Connections Building, featuring traveling exhibits as well as two permanent
installations – William Zorach’s Spirit
of the Dance and Takashi Soga’s Sea of
the Ear Rings.
Bringing art outside may also bring
the potential for vandalism, but the
Museum has security cameras and allnight lighting in the plan. Although that
may not deter a determined graffiti
artist, McMath is hopeful that the community will be respectful of the art and
keep a watchful eye on it. “We’ve had
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very little vandalism in all our years
here, just a little graffiti tag here and
there,” she noted.
In just a little over a year, The
Cummer has raised 97% of the construction costs plus an additional $1
million endowment for maintenance
from individuals, national foundations,
and state fund grants. The Museum is
asking the public to provide the remaining 3% – $135,000 – by purchasing
$500 brick pavers for the gathering
plaza across from the Museum’s
entrance. “I am extremely excited about
what’s happening here,” said District 14
Councilman Jim Love. “I want to buy
the first brick!”
Love also noted that when the project is complete The Cummer Museum
of Art & Gardens will rival other massive gardens in the country.
The project team includes Elkins
Constructors Inc.; CMS Group LLC;
Connelly & Wicker Inc.; Atlantic
Engineering Services; Sunscapes
Landscape Design Inc.; Francois
Goffinet Limited; and Richard Skinner
& Associates, Architects.
Also situated on the campus is the
Edward W. Lane, Jr. Building (formerly
the Woman’s Club of Jacksonville), for
which the Museum has plans to incorporate with The Cummer. Those plans
are currently paused, according to
McMath, as it will have a much higher
price tag. She hopes to use the momentum from the Olmsted Garden
Restoration project to jumpstart the
Lane Building renovation.
For information about the Dedicate a
Brick Campaign, contact Director of
Development Kenyon Merritt at (904)
899-6025 or visit www.cummer.org.
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MOCA Jacksonville Receives $75,000
Grant from Warhol Foundation
Funding to Support Project Atrium
Series for Next Two Years

Ian Bogost’s
“Simony” for
Project Atrium,
photo by
Douglas J. Eng
Photography

The Museum of Contemporary Art
Jacksonville, a cultural resource of the
University of North Florida, has received a
$75,000 grant for the next two years from preeminent contemporary art grant-maker The
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts to
support MOCA’s acclaimed Project Atrium
series.
The primary focus of the Warhol
Foundation’s grant-making activity has been to
support the creation, presentation and documentation of contemporary visual art, particularly
work that is experimental, under-recognized, or
challenging in nature. The program has been
both pro-active in its approach to the field of
cultural philanthropy and responsive to the
changing needs of artists.

“Receiving this recognition from the Warhol
Foundation speaks to the caliber of artists and
art exhibited in the Museum’s Project Atrium
series and of MOCA’s nascent national reputation,” said Marcelle Polednik, director of
MOCA Jacksonville. “The series embodies
Andy Warhol’s inventive, open-minded spirit
and desire for the visual arts to have a profound
impact for generations to come.”
Project Atrium features site-specific and sitesensitive installations by emerging and midcareer artists. The unique placement, dimensions and scale of MOCA’s Atrium Gallery provide a compelling challenge to the chosen
artist—a call to reinvention and active collaboration with the architecture of the museum on a
monumental scale. For more information about
Project Atrium and its related activities, visit
www.mocajacksonville.org or call MOCA at
(904) 366-6911.

APP Talk held at MOCA for Bogost’s interactive work
The Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville and
the Art in Public Places (APP) Committee held informational meeting one evening in December at the
Museum for Contemporary Art. The presentation
called, “APP Talk,” familiarized artists with the Art in
Public Place program and the Request for Proposal
process that will begin for new mural projects in 2013.
The first mural, in a series of projects, is slated for

completion in spring, 2013 to coincide with the One
Spark festival.
Attendees viewed the latest installation of MOCA
Jacksonville’s Project Atrium series featuring the work
of artist, academic and video game designer Ian
Bogost. His site-specific, interactive work for MOCA is
titled, “Simony.” For more information on the Cultural
Council and its programs, visit www.culturalcouncil.org.

Nominations deadline Jan. 15 for annual arts awards
The Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville is seeking nominations for the 37th Annual Arts Awards, to be
made in the categories of corporate, individual, educator and innovator. The deadline for submissions is Jan.
15.
Awards are made by the selection committee of local
arts and business leaders, educators, past recipients
and Cultural Council board members. Winners will be

announced at the Arts Awards on Apr. 12 at the Main
Library.
The committee will review nominations based on criteria including: community outreach, service to the
underserved, and the development of innovative programs and collaborations.
For a complete set of criteria or a nomination form,
please visit www.culturalcouncil.org.
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Prudential Plaza

MOSH, AIA Jacksonville
present architecture exhibit
Klein Kelly 1985

Gulf Life tower

The Museum of Science & History
of Jacksonville and AIA Jacksonville
have teamed up to present a new
exhibit: Jacksonville by Design —
AIA Celebrates 100 Years of
Architecture. Located in The Loft
Gallery on the third floor, the exhibit
features a look into Jacksonville’s
building past, punctuated by current
architectural favorites.
The exhibit opened Nov. 3 and will
run through September 2013. The

Haskell Co. is sponsoring the
exhibit, which comprises six eras:
The Great Fire (1901), The City
Rises Again (1901-1919), Boom
and Bust (1920-1940), The War
and Afterward (1940-1955), MidCentury Development (19551980) and Continuing
Urban/Suburban Expansion (1980 –
early 2000s). A seventh era will be
added early in 2013.
“Starting with the Great Fire and
continuing through modern times, this
exciting exhibit will tell the story of
our history over the past 100 years
through significant architectural
accomplishments that comprise our
region’s rich architectural heritage,”
says Tom Norman, AIA Jacksonville
chapter president. “These buildings

are physical milestones documenting
moments in history that embody the
influences of the time, people, culture
and place that shaped their creation.”
“Jacksonville by Design – AIA
Celebrates 100 Years of Architecture”
is the result of a vision set forth by
MOSH and AIA Jacksonville chapter
to present Jacksonville’s history
through the celebration of its architecture.
Maria Hane, executive director of
MOSH, said the exhibit is the hard
work of many professionals.
“It truly is symbolic of the power
of collaboration to create dynamic,
engaging experiences that are educational and entertaining,” Hane said.
Other contributors included:
Oracal, Stellar, Zona & Associates,
P.A., Akel, Logan, Shafer, P.A.,
Bergmann & Associates, Ebert
Norman Brady Architects, Gresham
Smith & Partners, JSA, Inc.
Architects Planners and Reynolds,
Smith and Hills, Inc. ELM, Jaycox,

Reinel & Associates, Smith-McCrary
Architects, Inc, Stephen Hutchins,
Thomas E. Duke Architect and OES.

PHOTOJAX 2013 to
run Jan. 24-26
The CoRK Arts
District in Riverside
will host the 2nd
annual PHOTOJAX
event later this
month, coinciding
with the opening of
Slow: Marking Time in
Photography and Film at the Museum of
Contemporary Art. The festival, which
runs Jan. 24-26, brings together a
diversity of photography related
exhibitions, gallery openings, video
installations, projections and, for the
first time, a community Instagram
projection project in Hemming Plaza on
Friday, Jan. 25.
For more information about the
event and about the not-for-profit
organization, visit www.photojax.org.
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‘TOTALLY AWESOME’ –

JANUAR
Carrie McNamara with Thomas Harrell
of Bronco Wine Company

‘80s THEME FUNDRAISER
BENEFITS NEMOURS

J.R. Blaze

The Michael Jackson, Tiffany and Debbie Gibson tunes
were in full effect as the fashion, dance and music of the ‘80s
made its way to the River City Brewing Company Nov. 17.
The evening, presented by ruckus. advertising + public
relations, was dubbed a “Party with a Purpose” as partygoers
understand their dollars directly support the mission of
Nemours – to provide leadership, institutions, and services to
restore and improve the health of children through care and
programs not readily available, with one high standard of quality and distinction, regardless of the recipient's financial status.

2013 Women of Distin
Isabelle Owen Spe

Cindy Manouilidis with Bennett Archer,
Sam Wyatt, Clark LaBlond and Eileen Wilson

Jim and Kim Beardsley, Arlene Weaver, Nate and
Karen Woods with DeeDee and Larry Hanagriff

Denise Dancull with Sonny and
Amy Thomas and Catherine Swanson

Megan and Lori Counts

Terri Wilsie, Karen Kent, Jill
Newhouse, Ron and Susan
Masucci and Susan Masucci

WINE,
TASTINGS
AND GOOD
TIMES IN
5POINTS

John Shelton, George L

Patty Crick
and Mimi Chapman

The Riverside WineFest & Fall Festival rolled out the merlot
carpet, as wine and dining options continue to grow during the
annual fundraiser. Over 300 wine varieties rounded out the
evening, with many vineyard representatives on hand to discuss
firsthand knowledge of their varieties. Funds raised by the
benefit will help Riverside Avondale Preservation as well as Big
Brothers & Big Sisters of Northeast Florida. The event took
place Nov. 17 in historic 5 Points on Park Street in Riverside.
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Juan Carlos Figueroa
with Lorelei Raymond

nction Nominees- Rita Perry, Jill Langford Dame, Estelle W. McKissick,
ence and Cindy M. Sanborn (nominee Shannon Miller, not present

It was an evening to
remember, as families and
friends joined one another
for a New Year’s celebration
in the duPont Mansion on
the grounds of Epping
Forest Yacht Club. Members
and guests enjoyed heavy
hors d’oeuvres, desserts,
party favors and a champagne toast- along with a DJ
that kept the party moving
all night long.

WOMEN CELEBRATE
NOMINATIONS, DISTINCTION
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Cynthia Luke and
Janne Brandenburg

2013 Luncheon
Co-Chair Susan Hamilton,
Executive Director Sam Tysver
and Luncheon Co-Chair
Cheryl Riddick

Alumnae Martha Barrett and
Kathryn Pearson Peyton

The Haskell Corporation headquarters on Riverside Avenue played host
to a ceremony in honor of nominees for the latest round of Women of
Distinction in Jacksonville. The evening of camaraderie was a precursor in
preparation for the upcoming celebration of achievement. Girl Scouts of
Gateway Council’s annual Women of Distinction luncheon honors local
women whose accomplishments in their career and community service
exemplify the values of Girl Scouting. Proceeds from the fundraising
event, slated for April 11, 2013, are dedicated to providing the Girl Scout
program to girls in North Florida. For further information visit
www.girlscouts-gateway.org or call 904-388-4653 for sponsorship details.
Andrew Austin, Brian Switzer and Steve Orman

eath and Johnny Long

Bill Kirill,
Dick Cassidy
and Baker Berg
Chris Wood, Michael Kelly
and Clarence Houston

Russell Grooms
and John Farah

DUCKS UNLIMITED
GAINS LOCAL
SUPPORT,
RESURGENCE
The local Jacksonville chapter of Ducks Unlimited
brought out the big guns, drawing corporate and other
business support for the annual banquet in Riverside.
The event, held at the Firefighter’s Hall on Stockton
Street, drew hundreds of hunting, fishing and wetlands
enthusiasts for one common goal – the preservation
and protection of future wetlands. Since 1937, DU has
conserved more than 12 million acres of waterfowl
habitat across North America. While DU works in all
50 states, the organization focuses its efforts and
resources on the habitats most beneficial to waterfowl.
More information can be found at
www.ducksunlimited.org.
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Vet returns home to serve community

Chef changes at Bistro AIX
Granada resident
Tom Gray, founding
executive chef and
operating partner at
San Marco’s Bistro
AIX, is stepping
down from the position he’s held since
the restaurant
opened in 1999.
Mears
Zeke Mears, a
Culinary Institute of
America Hyde Park
graduate who has
worked as a key
member of the Bistro
AIX team since 2002,
will fill the role as
executive chef.
Formerly, Mears was
executive sous chef
at Bistro Aix.
Gray
Gray is focusing
his energies on a new local restaurant that will
open in 2013.

Nigara named
VFW national
legislative chairman
San Jose resident Karen L. Nigara, District
Six Commander for the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, was appointed the new National
Legislative Chairman. The 26-year veteran will
lead and coordinate all legislative activities for
the VFW on a state and national level, and will
continue duties as vice chair of the National
Women’s Veterans Committee as well as those
as District Six Commander, where she is
responsible for 11 VFW posts in Duval, Clay,
Nassau and St. Johns counties.

“As I embark on the newest chapter of my
professional career and look forward to the
exciting new challenges I have ahead of me, I
know that Bistro AIX will always hold a very
special place in my heart,” he said in Bistro
AIX’s newsletter announcing the change.
Bistro AIX Partner Mike Schneider said he
looks forward to the restaurant’s next culinary
chapter. He said the restaurant is proud of
Gray and wished him success in his new
endeavor.
“We know that in Zeke we have the perfect blend of talent and experience to lead our
culinary team,” he said.
Along with restaurant partner Ann Riley,
Schneider said they are thankful for their 13
years with Gray and his wife Sarah Marie, and
are preparing for other physical changes to the
restaurant and menu: “They’ve been good
friends as well as partners. As sad as we are
to see them go, we’re just as excited about
the future of Bistro AIX! We have some delicious and exciting changes coming to our
menu and dining rooms that will be introduced
in the New Year.”

Dr. Susan Shelton has
recently moved the St. Francis
Animal Hospital to the heart of
San Marco with expanded services, including the area’s first
and only Hyperbaric Oxygen
Treatment Center. The nonprofit
veterinary hospital founded by
Dr. Shelton in 2003 offers

healthcare to all owned pets and the
hyperbaric chamber is technology
now being used to treat certain
injuries in animals. The hospital is
located at 2107 Mango Place. Call
(904) 674.7223 or visit www.saint
francisanimalhospital.org to make a
reservation Monday through Saturday.

St. Nicholas CPA firm makes acquisition

Mark R. Patrick and Adam M. Robinson

Two long-time North Florida certified public
accounting practices recently became one,
adding a second acquisition to the acquiring
firm’s ledger.
St. Nicholas/San Marco-headquartered
Patrick & Robinson CPAs, a 30-year firm that
serves individuals, businesses and not-forprofit organizations, acquired Petherbridge,
Davis & Company, a CPA practice with more
than 25 years’ service to some of
Jacksonville’s most-respected leaders and privately-held businesses. The combined firm will
retain the Patrick & Robinson name.
The partners say that, just like their first
acquisition, this growth is seen as a win-win
for both firms’ clients and staff. The immediate
increase in professional depth and diversity

provides more resources to meet
growing client financial planning
and accounting needs.
“John [Petherbridge] is a
trusted colleague and respected
businessman who built a great
team that we’re fortunate to have
coming on board with us,” says
Patrick. “We’re excited that this
acquisition will help us better
serve our clients while still providing the personal attention they
deserve.”
According to Petherbridge, the respect
between the two firms was mutual. “I wanted
to ensure our clients continued receiving the
best service and advice available,”
Petherbridge, now a principal with Patrick &
Robinson CPAs, says. “It’s clear Patrick &
Robinson operates by the same client-care
philosophy we did.”
The Petherbridge Davis staff recently
moved into the Patrick & Robinson St.
Nicholas offices, which were expanded a few
years ago to accommodate future growth. In
addition, Patrick & Robinson CPAs maintains
an office in Sawgrass Village in Ponte Vedra.
For more information, call 904-396-5400, or
visit www.CPAsite.com,

Blood Alliance announces new board officers
The Blood Alliance, a non-profit community
blood center headquartered in Jacksonville
since 1942, named
W. Hamilton Traylor,
Ortega resident, its
Chairman of the
Board for the
upcoming 2012-13
term. The company
also welcomes
Tracee Holzendorf to
its Board of
Traylor
Directors. Holzendorf
joins 19 other members on the Board and will
serve a three-year term.
“We are fortunate to have Tracee join our
Board of Directors. Her extensive background

in health care and nursing at Shands
Jacksonville will bring a positive impact to our
Board,” said Valerie Collins,
President and CEO of The
Blood Alliance. “I also look
forward to our Board’s continued guidance and leadership under its new
Chairman, Ham Traylor.”
San Marco resident
Daniel Brock serves as
treasurer for the Blood
Holzendorf
Alliance. For information
about The Blood Alliance, contact Odette
Struys at (904) 707-9301 or via email:
ostruys@thebloodalliance.org.
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JCCI executive director Shea resigns Haskell Company president named
new JCCI chair
The Jacksonville Civic Council
announced in late December that
Donald A. Shea will leave his post
as the first executive director,
effective late January 2013.
“We will miss Don and appreciate all the work that he has
accomplished since coming to
Jacksonville to join the Civic
Council in September 2010,” said
Peter Rummell, at that time chairman of the
Jacksonville Civic Council Board of Directors.
That sentiment was echoed by Steve
Halverson, who succeeded Rummell as chairman effective Jan. 1. Halverson said, “On behalf
of the entire Civic Council membership, we are
sad to see Don and Dianne Shea leave our community, but we understand that a unique opportunity has been presented to them to return to
the New Orleans area, where most of their family
resides.”
Halverson went on to say that the Civic

Council regrets his departure but supports Shea’s decision which is of a
purely personal and family nature.
Shea, who was an “executive on loan”
with the JCC for $1 per year, has been
named the first director of economic
development for St. Tammany Parish,
a fast-growing area of the New Orleans
region, located just across Lake
Pontchartrain from the City of New

Orleans.
Halverson said the Civic Council will immediately begin a search process for a new executive
director. John Delaney, president of the
University of North Florida, will chair a search
committee.
“The Civic Council will move forward, continuing to engage the toughest issues facing our
community and do so with a renewed sense of
commitment and engagement by the entire
membership. The best days for Jacksonville, and
the Civic Council, are ahead,” stated Halverson.

FABEN OB/GYN announces new physicians
The founding physicians
of FABEN Women’s Centre –
Drs. Evaleen Caccam, Felicia
Fox, Ana Hicks and Bettina
Kohaut – are pleased to
announce two new physicians have joined their group
practice: Jennifer (Nikki)
Bagley
Guram Porter, MD, and
Catherine Bagley, DO.
Dr. Porter has a B.S. in Biology from Florida
State University, an M.D. from the University of
South Carolina Medical School, and completed
her residency in OB/GYN at the University of
Florida College of Medicine, Jacksonville. She is
a member of Duval County Medical Society,
American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, and the American Medical
Association.
Dr. Bagley completed her undergraduate
work at Boston College, and her medical degree
at the University of New England, College of
Osteopathic Medicine. She is a member of the

American College of
Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, American
College of Osteopathic
Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, American
Medical Association,
American Osteopathic
Porter
Association, Georgia
Medical Society, and
Georgia OB/GYN Society.
Drs. Porter and Bagley bring new dimensions
to FABEN, and will be staffing an expansion of
hours during weekdays and Saturday morning,
to meet the growing needs and convenience of
FABEN patients. “We are excited to welcome
these two new women physicians to FABEN,”
stated Dr. Hicks. “We are pleased to be the first
OB/GYN practice in the region to offer both
evening and Saturday hours for the convenience
of our patients.” For more information on Drs.
Porter and Bagley, go to www.fabenobgyn.com
or call (904) 346-0050.

Steve Halverson, president and CEO of the
Riverside-based Haskell Company was
appointed as the new president/chairman of
the Jacksonville Civic Council. He will serve a
two-year term for the 60-member group.
Halverson has been an active Board member
of the Civic Council since its inception in 2010
and also served on the Northbank
Redevelopment Task Force chaired by Preston
Haskell.
“Steve if the perfect choice to lead the
Civic Council for the next two years,” said former chairman Peter Rummell. “He is a proven
leader, cares deeply about the city, and has the
total respect of his peers and the community.
The Civic Council has developed a tight agenda over the past three years and Steve has
been an integral part of that effort. He will con-

Giving is the reason for the
season for two co-workers

Community First Credit Union, including
employees Autumn Simmons and Brian
Gleaton, recently collected toys and treats to
stuff nearly 200 stockings for children to be distributed by The Salvation Army of Northeast
Florida.

tinue these efforts and will also mine new
opportunities.”
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GoGIVERS
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Judy Ellis has worked as a Florida
Blue Project Consultant for 15 years
managing internal recognition programs, but has always made time to
volunteer in the community. As soon
as she joined the company, just as she
had done at her previous position with
American Express, she started looking
for a local community agency where
she and interested colleagues could
volunteer.
“Volunteerism has become my
‘other job’, I’ve done it for so long
and see how much these agencies
need help...I began calling local nonprofits and gathering information on
their missions and needs,” she said.
“It started with just me and now we
have a twenty-person volunteer team
that coordinates service projects for
approximately seven charities.
Donations are provided by employees
and we all donate our personal time,”
she said. ”Sometimes an individual
will come to me, interested in volunteering but not sure where or how to
start. I often send them to United Way
of Northeast Florida or HandsOn
Jacksonville to learn about service
opportunities.”
The first project Ellis launched was
preparing Easter Baskets for foster
children within what was then called
the Department of Children &
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Judy Ellis’ other job is volunteering

Families (DCF). They
continue to assist the
foster children through
Family Support
Services of North Florida. Next they
added a back-to-school drive, at first
collecting school supplies, then added
backpacks and finally backpacks
stuffed with school supplies. Ellis said
she and her team continue to add new
service projects.
“We have done these major service
projects for fifteen years and every
year more and more people become
involved. I know that these agencies
need help...currently along with
Family Support Services we also volunteer for DCF doing holiday adoptions of the disabled and elderly and
providing Community Hospice
patients with gifts for their spouses or
children. We assist needy children
through Child Guidance Center,
Jewish Family & Community
Services and Community Connections
of Jacksonville - Thanksgiving Feed a
Family project. We assist disabled
children through the Developmental
Learning Center (DLC) Nurse &
Learn,” she said. “We also have the
option of personally delivering donations with our families, to some of
those we assist which is a wonderful
experience for the donors.”
Ellis said that she probably has a
volunteer in nearly every social service agency in Jacksonville, including
Second Harvest Food Bank, HabiJax,
Dignity You Wear, Clara White
Mission, Sulzbacher Center, Angel

Aid, Lutheran Social Services and
Hubbard House.
According to Ellis, Florida Blue
Chairman & CEO Patrick Geraghty is
devoted to community service. He
implemented a new policy effective
2013 that allows Ellis and other
employee volunteers eight paid hours
of volunteer service. He also added
volunteerism/community service as
one of the Florida Blue corporate values.
Ellis’ husband Jeff Combs is with
Ferber Real Estate Development
Company. Both he and his boss Paul
Ferber support Judy’s community
service projects.
“Mr. Ferber will ask Jeff, ‘what
does Judy need?’...both he and his
employees help out with donations
when something is needed. They also
support the Ronald McDonald
House,” Ellis said.
The Ellis family has a third wheel
and his name is Chance, their rescue
Yorkie, 7, who is far more like their
only child than a dog according to
Judy. In their free time, Judy and Jeff
like to travel. They go to New York
City to see Broadway plays, or to visit
Judy’s hometown of Nashville. Last
year they went to London and another
favorite trip was to Provincetown, MA
to sightsee and bike around Martha’s
Vineyard. Soon the couple will travel
to Los Angeles, Santa Barbara and
Palm Springs, CA.
In a previous corporate job Judy
worked to help employees, especially
high performers, to achieve or main-

tain a healthy work/life balance. That
experience helped shape her belief in
the importance and benefits of community service.
“One of the key concepts I learned
from my work helping people find
and keep a healthy balance between
their work and personal life was the
impact of volunteerism and helping
others. It is very true that when a person is on his or her deathbed, you
won’t hear them wishing they had
worked more,” Ellis said. “What is
more common is the wish that they
had given more to others in need, had
done more to help in some way.”
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How can you help?
Editor’s note: This month The Resident offers
another opportunity that we hope inspires residents to be change-makers for community good.
“How can you help?” profiles a local nonprofit
organization and showcase ways to support it. It
is our sincerest hope that by creating awareness
of local needs, we can all help generate positive
solutions, funds and help for those in our community who deserve it most.

Organization: Women’s
Center of Jacksonville
Mission: Dedicated to improving the
lives of women and their families, the
Women’s Center of Jacksonville houses comprehensive, integrated services
under one roof designed to further its
mission of supporting and empowering women. Programs include:
• affordable mental health
counseling

• education, advocacy and health
information for breast cancer
survivors
• adult literacy and tutoring
• 24/7 crisis intervention and
advocacy for victims of sexual
assault
• rape prevention education for
youth
• outreach services to girls
• and information and referral.
We welcome donations and
volunteers.
Opportunities to Help: Volunteers to
tutor in the literacy program, volunteer advocates for victims of sexual
violence, and breast cancer survivors,
as volunteer medical advocates.
How to Raise Your Hand: Visit the
www.womenscenterofjax.org for
information about volunteering. Use
our secure Donate button to make a
contribution.
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Realtors make holidays special for
children affected by HIV/AIDS

Prudential Network Realty is as serious
about giving back to the community as it is
dedicated to supporting the real estate
needs of communities across the First Coast.
As part of this mission, the team at the
Avondale and San Marco branch offices lent
their support to Holiday Helpers, a nonprofit
organization committed to making the holidays special for children directly affected by
or infected with HIV or AIDS. Prudential
Network Realty purchased holiday gifts for
several children attending the organization’s
holiday party.
“The charitable outreach performed by
Holiday Helpers is truly inspirational,” said

Prudential Network Realty Broker/Manager
Sheron Willson. “Last year, Holiday Helpers
served more than 400 children. The organization’s mission to make the holidays special
for all children resonates with us and we are
honored to support their efforts.”
The team members of the Avondale and
San Marco branch offices are well known for
supporting charitable events and activities in
the community. They have provided ongoing,
twice a week donations of nonperishable
food items to Jacksonville community food
banks throughout 2011 and 2012, contributing thousands of dollars of food to help the
less fortunate.
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Group tours welcome
for Bible print exhibition
A free exhibit of illustrations from the first
illuminated, handwritten Bible of monumental size (24-1/2 x 15-7/8) is on display for a
brief period at Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church. The Saint John’s Bible was made
using traditional materials such as vellum
(calfskin), ancient inks, gold and silver leaf
and platinum, and was written with quill
pens from goose, turkey and swan feathers.
According to Nancy Felton, chairman of
the Arts Ministry Team at Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church, the project took more than
10 years to complete. “It was the first hand
copied Bible to be made in 500 years, well,
since the Guttenberg printing press,” she
said. “It was done using the New Revised
Standard Version translation and the art is
21st century art.”
The 1,150-page Bible was commissioned
by Saint John’s Abbey in [Collegeville]
Minnesota in collaboration with Donald
Jackson, Senior Scribe to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth, and a team of scribes,
artists, theologians and
scholars.
The Saint John’s Bible
Print Exhibition, sponsored
jointly by Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church, the Diocese
of St Augustine, and the
Presbytery of St Augustine, is
open to the public through
Jan. 26. Call (904) 396-7745
to arrange for group tours on
Wednesday or Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to noon at the
church at 4001 Hendricks
Avenue.
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Nancy Felton and Pastor Kyle Reese

The Saint John’s Bible and Saint John’s University, United States of America Life in Community
by Aiden Hart in collaboration with Donald Jackson

Local
resident
Donna Bailey
takes in the
gallery exhibit
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Commit to do something new: fish with fly
BY NATHAN &
TED MILLER
The beginning of a new
year marks a
time of commitments and resolutions
for many of us. Whether the resolution
is made regarding one’s health, or a recommitment to personal and/or professional goals, resolutions have a couple
of common characteristics: either commit to doing better something you
already do, or commit to doing something new.
Anglers in our part of the world
were raised using spinning or bait casting reels when fishing our waterways.
But there is certainly another option:
fishing with fly. And this technique
would fall into the category for many
of us as ‘committing to doing something new.’
San Marco resident and Captain
Lawrence Piper knows a lot about fishing on fly.
“When I mention to visitors that I
offer fly fishing on my Amelia Island
fishing charters they often reply, ‘where
in the world would you fly fish in north
Florida?’ A lot of people equate fly
fishing with the trout streams up north
or out west. Here in the Jacksonville
and north Florida area we have excellent fishing and taking those fish on a
fly is a challenging option,” says Piper.
Recent personal fishing trips have

been centered more around site casting
to fish than letting bait soak on the bottom. Fishing flood tides for tailing redfish or a dead-low tide around oyster
beds during the early morning or late
afternoon bite can both offer great
opportunities for fishing on fly.
Tailing redfish are evident and offer
a great target by their large tails waving
above the surface while they comb the
bottom. And fish moving and feeding
around exposed oysters during a deadlow tide during the early morning or
early evening bite (just before sunset)
offer great targets as well.
“Flood tide fishing for tailing redfish, low tide fishing for backing redfish, sea trout fishing at night under the
docks, and bream and bass fishing in
our rivers and lakes are just a few of
the great fly fishing opportunities that
we have,” says Piper.
Fishing on fly around our First Coast
will also offer great practice in the
event you are traveling to another fishing destination. Due to the proximity of
the Bahamas to Florida, many
Jacksonville residents will schedule
family trips to cross the gulfstream, and
try their luck with fishing on fly for
bonefish in the Abacos.
Piper says this practice is important
to fly fishing success. “Casting a fly
with a fly rod is unlike other any fishing you’ve ever done. For one, you will
need to incorporate a back cast along
with the forward cast, which takes
some getting used to. The fly is usually
so light you will need to use your rod
to form loops in a heavier fly line to

carry the fly and leader along with it,
thus making the cast.”
He adds, “The Federation of Fly
Fishers (FFF) is an international organization dedicated to the sport of fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and conservation. Years ago dedicated fly casters
with the FFF set forth five principles
for a good fly cast. They determined
that many casters would have different
styles of casting but in order to make a
good cast they all would incorporate
the same five principles. San Marco,
Avondale, Riverside and Ortega communities offer excellent park space
where you can practice your fly casting. Use a piece of yarn as your fly and
practice your casting on grass so that
when you get out on the water you’ll
be ready to catch some fish!”
Principle Number 1: Keep slack out
of your fly line.
As you accelerate your rod the
weight of the fly line is going to put a
bend in the rod causing it to load with
energy. When you stop your cast that
rod is going to unbend or unload and
propel the line forward on a forward
cast (or backward on a back cast). If
slack is introduced, the rod will not get
its maximum load and the result will be
a poor cast.
One of the most common errors is
starting the back cast when the rod tip
is held too high off of the water – slack
is between the rod tip and the water.
Always remove any slack between the
rod tip and the water. You can do this
by holding your rod tip down towards
the water and stripping in any excess
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slack. Or you can perform a roll cast to
get the line straightened out.
Begin the back cast with the rod tip
down towards the water and you will
see that the rod immediately begins to
load (with pressure) as you accelerate
back.
Another common error that introduces slack is called Creep. After making the stop on the back cast, some
casters will “creep” forward before the
fly line has a chance to fully unroll,
then begin their actual forward cast.
This introduces slack line in the cast
and the rod will not get its maximum
load and the cast will be poor.
If you feel like you are creeping forward you may want to consciously
insert a technique called drift. Watch
your back cast and after you have made
your stop, “drift” your hand holding the
rod back even further until the fly line
unrolls. You should begin to feel the
rod getting heavier which indicates a
good load.
Now you’re ready to accelerate on
your forward cast…which we’ll cover
in next month’s principle!
Capt. Lawrence Piper is a San
Marco resident who fishes out of
Amelia Island. He is a FFF Certified
Casting Instructor and a member of the
First Coast Fly Fishers. The FCFF meet
the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
at the Southpoint Marriott Hotel. Capt.
Piper can be reached at
www.TheAnglersMark.com.
Send your pictures, stories and
favorite destinations to The Miller
Brothers at Nathan@
FredMillerGroup.com or Ted at
Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.
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SHOWROOM REMODELING SALE

HUGE SAVINGS & GREAT VALUES

www.HugosInteriors.com
Call for store directions & hours

Southside Location ONLY!
3139 Philips Hwy.
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904.396.2233

BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Rosa Parks once said, “Memories
of our lives, of our works and our
deeds will continue in others.” One
of my favorite things about this column is getting a glimpse of Old
Jacksonville – what the city looked,
smelled and felt like many decades
ago…or sometimes even just a few
decades ago.
My family has only lived here for
18 years, long enough to call
Jacksonville home but not quite long
enough to have truly experienced it
pre-21st century. So writing the column is a bit like working a puzzle.
Every person I interview shares a
few pieces, and eventually, fragments of a picture begin to appear.
Here are some of my favorite
“Way We Were” bits from the past
year:
• It’s been so long since a major
war has truly affected our American
soil that it’s nearly impossible for us
young’uns to imagine what that
would have been like. But Henrietta
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Younger remembered having to show
ID during the war in order to cross
the Intracoastal Waterway to visit the
beach, one of the family’s main
forms of entertainment.
• Speaking of the beach, Dave and
Mary Nell Fountain solved the mystery of Beach Road Chicken, which
is actually on Atlantic Blvd. But
back in the day, that stretch of
asphalt was called the “beach road”
because it was truly the only way
out there.
• Sometimes I imagine my children growing up in the days when
they could (and we would have actually felt safe letting them) roam free
and explore nature all around them.
They would have gotten a kick out
of the alligator in Mercer Creek that
showed up in Dorothy Harding’s
neck of the woods or the manatees
coming to feed on the water
hyacinths along the banks of the St.
Johns behind Betty Sterling’s home.
My artistic daughters would have
loved hanging out on the riverbank
in St. Nicholas, watching artist John
McIver work his magic – like Alice
Coughlin’s son Mark used to do.

DECEMBER 18, 2012 – APRIL 7, 2013
COMMUNITY NIGHT

Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 4 to 8 p.m.
Free admission
Join us for a closer look at Feast of Flowers, while enjoying live music,
dynamic discussions, art-making, gallery tours and so much more. For
more information about this event and exhibition, visit cummer.org.

SPECIAL
2013 SAVINGS!
Limit one per customer visit. Not valid on previously quoted jobs.
Installation of ﬁxtures and appliances excluded. Offer valid Mon-Fri
(8am-5pm) only. Coupon must be presented at time of service.
Offer Expires: 1/31/13.

Celebrate your New Year
FREE from
Plumbing Problems!

(904) 389-9299
 2YAN !VE s *ACKSONVILLE &, 
WWWTOUCHTONPLUMBINGCOM
3TATE #ERT #&#

829 Riverside Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904.356.6857 | cummer.org

Image Credit: Jim Draper, Large
Passion, 2012, oil on canvas,
48 x 60 inches. © Jim Draper.
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• I went to a big high school
in a tiny Louisiana town, which is
why I can relate to the many stories
told by Landon High School grads.
Jacksonville was much more like a
small town back then, and their
experiences somehow seem similar.
Joyce Jones spent many a weekend
at a sock hop in a friend’s garage,
spinning the 45rpm records the kids
bought for 49 cents. Friday nights
for Carolyn Graham were a workout
– she was a Landon Lionette, the
dance team famous for their precise
and spectacular halftime formations…different ones every single
week. My high school also had a
wooden paddle (rumored to have
holes in it for extra hurt) in the front
office just like the one Reed Tillis
remembered from Landon.
• And, of course, we all long for
the days when the cost of living just
seemed so much more reasonable.
Like when David Gum could get all
the Krystal burgers he could hold for
10 cents each, or buy a full spaghetti
dinner for just 85 cents.
• One of my favorite stories, however, has to be when turnips began
growing along the banks of the St.
Johns after someone scattered turnip
seeds following a dredging. Voila –
the earliest beginnings of community
gardening!
I hope you’ve enjoyed the memories as much as I have. And if you
are age 70 or better and want to add
some pieces of your own to the puzzle, give me a shout at (904) 2000070 or Ljpittman@comcast.net.

2012–2013

LECTURE SERIES

PRESENTED BY THE WOMEN’S BOARD TO BENEFIT WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Bricks for Sale at Balis Park:
The Central Park of San Marco

TIMES-UNION CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

SAT, FEB–2, 2013

DR. ROBERT M. GATES

PRESENTER: LANDSTAR SYSTEM, INC.

As a former CIA director and former Secretary of
Defense, Dr. Gates served a total of eight U.S.
Presidents through his career. He is the only career
officer in the CIA’s history to rise from entry-level
employee to director, and the only individual to be
asked by a newly-elected President to remain in office
as Secretary of Defense. Join us for a compelling
evening with the history-making “Soldier’s Secretary.”

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION
CALL (904) 202-2886 | EMAIL ﬂoridaforum@bmcjax.com
VISIT www.theﬂoridaforum.com

This is your opportunity to be part of a public park
for all generations! For a $100 donation, you can
purchase a brick engraved with your name or the name
of a living or deceased loved one. The bricks will be
placed in the new, expanded portion of Balis Park, in
the center of San Marco Square in the Spring of 2013.
Please place your order by February 1, 2013.

To Purchase Bricks and for
more information go to:
smpsjax.com or
balisparksanmarco.com
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What’s new at the JACKSONVILLE ZOO?
Great promotions kick off
the New Year

Coupons are required and must be printed from
the website, jacksonvillezoo.org, for each family discount except “Wacky Wednesdays.”
There are also other special offers available in
January and February:

BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
If you’re looking to go wild in the New Year,
then the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is the
place for you! The zoo is swinging into 2013
with special “January Jackpot” discounts on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays throughout
the month. And to hop you over the mid-week
hump, they are offering “Wacky Wednesdays.”
Here are the specials that will have your family
roaring with excitement:
• $2 Tuesdays – Pay only $2 for general zoo
admission when you bring in the $2 coupon
printed from jacksonvillezoo.org.
• Wacky Wednesdays – Spin the prize wheel at
the zoo for the chance to win 10 to 75 percent
off admission, free carousel or train rides, free
giraffe feedings, free drinks or gift shop discounts. Plus, go to jacksonvillezoo.org to check
out the Grand Prize.
• $3 Thursdays – Pay only $3 for general zoo
admission when you bring in the $3 coupon
printed from jacksonvillezoo.org.
• $5 Fridays – Pay only $5 general zoo admission when you bring in the $5 coupon printed
from jacksonvillezoo.org.
“The expression ‘win – win’ may be overused,
however, there’s no better way to describe these
special January deals at the zoo,” said Tony
Vecchio, executive director of Jacksonville Zoo
and Gardens. “We usually see the lowest number of visitors in January, so these promotions
will get more people visiting at a time of the
year that is perfect for a great zoo experience.
And, these days, there are so many people looking for a great family activity at an affordable
price that these deals will be irresistible.”

• January 12-13, 2013: Electronics Recycling
Event – Special Admission Offer
Did you get a lot of fun new electronic toys
over the holidays? Don’t just throw out the old
– recycle them! The zoo will be hosting an
electronics recycling event and offering a special admission coupon to those who participate.
• January 19-20, 2013: CSX Train Days – $1
Train Rides
Guests can enjoy $1 round-trip Train Rides all
day, each day, compliments of CSX
Corporation, during regular zoo hours.
No coupon is required.
• February 2-3, 2013: Black History Month –
Special Admission Offer
Buy one adult admission and get one adult
admission free, or buy one child admission and
get one child admission free with a coupon (go
to jacksonvillezoo.org).
• February 14-17, 2013: Valentine’s Day –
Special Admission Offer
Buy one adult admission and get one adult
admission free with a coupon (go to
jacksonvillezoo.org).
It’s all happening at the zoo in 2013, so take the
entire family and go ape!
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is open daily
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 364 days a year, except
December 25.
Admission prices:
$14.95 Adults (age 13 to 64)
$12.95 Seniors (age 65+)
$9.95 Children (3 to 12)
FREE – Children age 2 and under.

Your dentist takes care
of your Teeth…
But does your dentist
actually take care of You?

*ANUARY IS #USTOMER !PPRECIATION -ONTH
January 2nd - January 31st

3PEND
$250
3PEND
$400
3PEND
$550
3PEND
$700
3PEND
$950
3PEND
$1200+

&
&
&
&
&
&

get $60
OFF!
get $85
OFF!
get $100
OFF!
get $150
OFF!
get $200
OFF!
get $275
OFF!

Not Available on previous purchases or special orders.
Cannot be combined with the Olive Rewards Card.
Purchases cannot be combined.

Dr. Greg Tarantola runs a different kind
of dental practice. You’re more than just a
“number”…who gets squeezed in between
other patients…you’re a friend who
deserves—and gets—prompt, personal care.
And you won’t be put on the “hot seat,” pressured
into signing a treatment plan, on your first
visit. Just a thorough exam (unlike you’ve ever
experienced) where Dr. T. gathers the necessary
data to craft your personalized plan, which will be:
t )PMJTUJD—considering your whole health for
your simple-to-complex dental needs
t 5PYJOGSFF—only natural, biologicallyfriendly materials used
t 6OJRVFMZ ZPVST—built around your time,
circumstances and temperament
And you won’t find a more qualified dentist: 30 years’
experience, an author and a teacher to other dentists.
Call 737-5511 for your OP PCMJHBUJPO OP
QSFTTVSF i.FFU  (SFFUw with Dr. T and his team.
Experience dentistry off the assembly line…then
you’ll really smile.

Enjoy
25% off
Drema Farmer
Jewelry all
month long!

 SAN MARCO BLVD s OLIVECLOTHESCOM

4131 University Blvd. S., Bldg. 10
(Near Memorial Hospital)

904-737-5511

www.RestoreTheHarmony.com
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Ushering in another winter celebration
The Belles of the Ball were in full regalia alongside escorts as the traditional holiday presentation of the 136th Annual Debutante Coterie
took place on the evening of Saturday, December 22 at the Florida Yacht Club. The annual Christmas Ball, traditionally referred to as the
Commodore’s Ball, marks the final, formal bow for the Debutantes as they become a part of a long line of Jacksonville’s finest ladies.

In the front are (left to right): Austin Elizabeth Saffell, MaryAnna Margaret Bliss, Ruth Curry Clements (Middle Row) Elizabeth Stuart Morris, Caroline (Carrie) Elizabeth Sullivan, Susan Palmer Davis, Margaret Beckwith Davis
(back row) Anne Marie Sullivan, Heather Jean Klempf, Camille Montgomery Pilcher
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Alfred DuPont 7th grader wins
3rd place in essay contest

Ready, set, build!

Bailey Williams, a 7th grader at Alfred
I. DuPont Middle School, took home a
3rd place $200 Visa gift card prize in the
inaugural Mayor Brown Essay Contest.
The 2012 essay contest theme, “With a
College Degree I can…,” prompted 827
entries from elementary, middle and high
school students throughout Duval
County. First place winners received
iPads and second place winners took
home Nexus Tablets.

San Jose Trojans
invited to Lego
regionals
Never mind that there are over
16,000 teams in more than 55
countries. For the San Jose
[Catholic School] Trojans, it’s enough that
there were 15 other teams competing in the
RobotFest Tournament in Port Orange, FL
early last month. The 6th and 7th grade San
Jose Trojans meet in an afterschool program
and at RobotFest were one of three teams
given a bid to compete in regional competition.
The San Jose Trojans 8 are 8th graders in
an advanced science class where they learn
robotics. This team won a trophy in Lego
Robotics for Core Values, which means they
worked together as one unit graciously and
with great team spirit.
“We are so proud of our Lego Robotics
Club Team and our 8th Grade Advanced
Science Team, for their accomplishments in
the RobotFest Tournament,” said Jan Magiera,
principal. “Our school is committed to STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
education and providing our students with
real-world hands-on application. Our students

Two area schools to send
teams to Lego competition
The San Jose Catholic School Trojans and The
Bolles School Bulldogs are two of eight local teams
registered to participate in the FIRST® LEGO®
League (FLL) Regional Qualifying Event hosted by
the University of North Florida’s College of
Computing, Engineering and Construction from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, January 12, 2013, at the
Adam W. Herbert University Center, Building 43,
Banquet Room, on the UNF campus.

San Jose Trojans 8 Lego team: Left to right: Hunter Halloran,
Jacob Meyer, Jimmy Dinsmore, James Mullaney, Joseph
Porkert, Phillip Roussin, Cassidy Nguyen, Ethan Callahan

are enthusiastic about programs like our Lego
teams.”
The FIRST® LEGO® League mandates
that teams participate in at least one tournament to be eligible to advance to the Regional
Tournament level; other tournaments prior to
regionals are optional. Both teams will be
entering the Osprey Challenge, on Saturday,
Jan. 12, 2013 at UNF, and after that, heading
for the regionals.
First year Lego Robotics Club team member Jimmy Dinsmore said this about the tournament, “I really loved the competition
because we were able to interact with other
teams from around the state, and compete
head to head in the timed Lego Challenge.”
This is the second year for the San Jose
Trojans to compete in FIRST Lego League and
their first experience receiving a Regional
Tournament bid.
The FLL is open to students ages 9 to 14.
Teams of up to 10 participants, with one adult
coach, participate in the challenge by programming
an autonomous robot to score points on a themedplaying field (robot game), developing a solution to
a problem they’ve identified (the project), all guided
by the FLL core values. At the conclusion of the
qualifying event, teams can choose to attend an
official tournament.
This event is free and open to the public. For
more information about this event, contact Kathie
Carswell, UNF School of Engineering, at (904) 6201392 or at kathie.carswell@unf.edu.

Gift
Certiﬁcates
Available

Come for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2-12.

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.
904.387.8602
License# CO4DUO724

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd.
COMING SOON!

Bailey Williams, back row, far left, at essay contest awards
Photo by Tonya Austin

Douglas Anderson student a
Sunshine State Scholar
Katrinarge Bueser, a Baymeadows area resident and junior at Douglas Anderson School of
the Arts, will be recognized as a top scholar in
the disciplines of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) at the annual
Sunshine State Scholars program. The two-day
program will be held in Orlando in February,
where Bueser and 61 other Florida students,
including Katherine Gaines of Atlantic Coast
High School, will participate in workshops and

attend an awards luncheon at the Doubletree
Hotel, and will meet with representatives from
Florida colleges and universities.
The program originated in 1997 as a mathematics and science competition for high school
seniors but in 2010 the Florida Education
Foundation changed the focus to juniors, and
added technology and engineering, to stem the
migration of intellectual talent out of Florida for
post-secondary education.

Big Brothers Big Sisters “Beyond
School Walls” Mentoring
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida and
Samuel W. Wolfson High School launched
“Beyond School Walls” on Dec. 7 at the Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville Riverfront.
Beyond School Walls is a workplace mentoring partnership that paired 21 Hyatt employees with 21 students for one-to-one mentoring.
The mentoring partnership will take place one
day each month throughout the school year.
The students will be transported to Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville Riverfront—which is
unique since typically the mentors travel to the
school—to eat lunch with their mentors to dis-

Samantha, of San Jose, and her
mentor Miranda Weber

cuss school, goals, family and other aspects
important in a child’s life.
The first event included a training session
for students to learn about the different hotel
departments.
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Local Students Take Cues
From International
Choreographer

Wolfson inaugural IB pinning
A select group of academically talented
juniors at Wolfson High School proudly participated in the school’s inaugural International
Baccalaureate Programme Pinning Ceremony
at The University Club in November. The 38
students who were pinned will go on to
become Wolfson’s first class to graduate with
an IB Diploma designation.
The students have worked rigorously since
the 9th grade to achieve this milestone and are
currently entrenched in their IB coursework
and testing. In addition to managing her classwork, Martha Coro of the Southside was
recently named Duval County High School
Student Volunteer of the Year, and is now in
the running for the State of Florida Volunteer of
the Year award.
Wolfson is an International Baccalaureate
World School and is currently accepting applications for next year’s freshman and sophomore classes. If you are interested in learning
more about the IB Programme at Wolfson or
filling out an application, contact Patricia
Schneider at (904) 739-5265 ext. 131 or
schneiderp@duvalschools.org.

Student Volunteer of the Year Martha Coro receives her
International Baccalaureate pin from Patricia Schneider

Lakewood resident Kathryne Fleming (left), San Jose residents
Sarita Weltman and Xhilda Kollcinaku, and Alex Morrell (San Marco)
hold candles that represent an area of the IB Learner profile
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New York-based choreographer Derek
Mitchell has arranged dance moves for international television shows, NBA basketball
entertainers and viral Internet moments during
his career. But in recent weeks, Mitchell hit the
Jacksonville scene to help build the dance
experiences of 26 student dancers at The
Bolles School.
Mitchell came to the Bolles Upper School
San Jose campus December 15-16 as part of
the school dance program’s artist weekend
initiative.

RIVERSIDE Presbyterian Day School

Now accepting PreK 3 - 6th Grade applications for 2013 - 14

Share the Wonder
of a Riverside Education

830 Oak Street

|

Jacksonville, FL 32204

|

904.353.3459

|

www.rpds.com

Some things just run in the family. For Amy Beardsley, it’s St.
Vincent’s Medical Center. Four generations of her family were
FSVRXLIVI;LIR%Q][EWTVIKRERX[MXLLIV½VWXGLMPH WLI
learned her grandmother had advanced lung cancer. When
she went into labor at St. Vincent’s, her Grandma Lois was
there too—as a patient. One of Lois’ greatest wishes was
to meet her great granddaughter. Knowing this, nurses and
doctors stopped what they were doing and rushed Lois to the
maternity unit.Amy says she will never forget the moment her
grandmother came in and saw her newborn daughter. They
had the same bright blue eyes. Grandma Lois passed away that
night. The look of joy on her face when she saw her great
granddaughter, however, will live in Amy’s mind forever.This is
more than a job for our doctors and nurses.At St.Vincent’s we
go out of our way to treat all of our patients like family.

Meet Amy and hear her story by visiting jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code with your smartphone.

