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Save the Date

What you need to know about
One Spark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 4-5

...if you “heart” art!

Southbank residents speak up
about BRT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 8-9

More than 100 artists from the U.S. will transform
historic San Marco into an outdoor art gallery with
original fine artwork on display and for sale at the
14th Annual San Marco Art Festival. The artistic
media will include paintings, life size sculptures,
photography, glass, wood, jewelry, collage and
mixed media on Saturday, Apr. 6 and Sunday, Apr.
7, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit www.artfestival.com for
more information or call (561) 746-6615.

Zimmerman Boulos and Jim Milligan

Root Ball
celebrates a
greener
landscape
It was a casual jam to remember as
Greenscape of Jacksonville, a San
Marco-based nonprofit, celebrated its
sixth annual Root Ball on Feb. 23 at The
Museum in St. Nicholas. The day began
early for board members, volunteers and
other contributors as the group held the
annual Flowering Tree Sale in the heart
of San Marco, kicking off at 7 a.m. By
night, the carefree, casual evening of
good food and good times was had with
patrons in ‘environmentally casual’ blue
jean attire. With roots tracing back to
1975, the nonprofit continues to make a
significant contribution to the beauty,
health and design aesthetic to the landscapes of Jacksonville. See more photos
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 16

Rotarians Celebrate 10 Years, founders

President-elect Paola Parra Harris with founders Roy Miller, Joe Key, Mike Brannam
and current President Doug Sovich (founder-US Navy Captain John Curtin not pictured)

The Rotary Club of San
Jose took time to honor
those who laid the strong
foundation for the club, as
four original members were
honored, Feb. 12. The regular dinner meeting at the
San Jose Country Club was
kicked off with a ceremony
complete with cake, champagne and a toast to the
future.

Finally! Real estate market is
back on track . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 10-11
By mayoral proclamation, March is
St. Johns River Month . . . . . . . . .p. 22

Celebrating Heroes, where
every second counts!

Delorise and Roy Thomas with
Dr. Mike and Loretta Cotten

Honoring efforts of the best and brightest
It was a night was full of amazing tales of recovery from trauma,
including miracle filled moments and triumphant efforts to help
patients – against all odds. The annual black tie gala celebrated the
contributions of first responders, University of Florida physicians,
Shands nursing staff and technicians, TraumaOne flight crew and
families during times of trial. Funds raised from the event help to
supplement the costs of TraumaOne and Shands Jacksonville
operations, improving patient outcomes and saving lives in Northeast
Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .See more photos page 16

City sanitation workers and fire
fighters blessed and thanked
It’s often a thankless job to work in
sanitation, but parishioners at
Southside United Methodist Church
did something about that! As part of
their 52 Promises campaign in 2013,
church members took to the streets of
San Marco greeting neighborhood
sanitation workers with tokens of
appreciation. The following week they
fulfilled a promise to take thank-you
notes and goodies to all 59 fire stations
in Jacksonville.

Bruce Jones, pastor of Southside
UMC, noted “Our society often recognizes people with distinctions, who
wear power suits or uniforms, but seldom do we recognize our sanitation
workers. God makes no distinction
among these professionals, so why
should we?”
For more information visit
www.52promises.org or call (904)
396-2676 to join in making or receiving
an upcoming promise this year.

TRAFFIC UPDATE
New road construction in the St.
Nicholas and San Marco area is part
of a $227 million project that will
widen I-95 and add new exit ramps
for Atlantic Boulevard. Known as the
Overland Bridge project, the Florida
Department of Transportation will
replace the I-95 overpasses that
carry traffic over Hendricks, Kings
and Montana avenues and Atlantic
Boulevard. It will also add a new
southbound lane on I-95 and
improve access to and from the
Acosta and Main Street bridges.
As part of the 2.5 mile project,
motorists going to and from San
Marco will access Hendricks Avenue
in a new way. The state will perma-

nently close the access road to
Hendricks Avenue from the southbound Main Street Bridge this Fall
2013 and replace it with new access
roads from Riverplace Boulevard or
Prudential Drive.
The construction, which began a
few weeks ago, is scheduled to wrap
up in mid-2016. The work is being
done is six phases, with lane closures occurring at night to minimize
impacts to motorists.
Meantime, Beach Boulevard will
get its own facelift with a road resurfacing project that will run from the
St. Nicholas area to University
Boulevard. That resurfacing is scheduled to begin in November 2013.
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Reflection on Robert W. Schlageter
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Robert W. Schlageter, or Bob as his
friends called him, gave Jacksonville
an enormous gift. He planted the
seeds that enabled the Cummer
Museum to flower into its current
internationally respected status. Wes
Denham, former columnist for The
Washington Times, has written about
numerous museums. He believes,
“The Cummer is a gem, definitely one
of the nation’s best small museums.”
Schlageter, The Cummer’s Director
from 1976 to l992, cultivated international awareness of the museum’s
Meissen porcelain collection and was
responsible for adding a number of
high quality paintings to The
Cummer’s collection.
Hope McMath, Museum Director
recalls, “He was a fine art historian, a
brilliant teacher and a good friend to
many.” Vance Shrum, who was hired
by Schlageter and is now in his 35th
year at The Cummer, remembers
Schlageter as, “a perfectionist—very
stern, very demanding. His focus
made the institution flourish.”

Schlageter was open to suggestions
from the museum’s stakeholders.
When arts patron Ann Hicks proposed
a fundraising benefit ball to shore up
Museum finances,
he agreed with her
idea, but directed
that all ball proceeds
be used for the
Acquisitions Fund
to buy high quality
art for the
collection.
The Cummer’s
Associate Director
of Marketing, Amy
Chamberlin relates,
“His collecting
included works by
world class artists
that had a connection with Jacksonville or Florida or
the Southeast. Some of his important
purchases included The Holy Family
with the Infant, St. John the Baptist
by Giorgio Vasari, Before Her
Appearance by Frederick Frieseke,
The Awakening of Venus by Charles
Joseph Natoire and the Egyptian Stela
of Iku and Mer-imat. He operated on

the philosophy of, ‘for every dollar
spent on operations a dollar will be
spent on acquisitions.’ He said that a
museum’s importance is built on its
collections, after which, care, learning
and teaching are
developed.”
Schlageter’s commitment to education was evident
when he supported
an idea brought to
him by Jean Dodd, a
volunteer. Known to
the community as
Art Connections and
directed by Ms.
Dodd, the program
earned a national
Institute of Museum
Services award. In
an era of declining dollars for art education, the program is increasingly
valuable to the extended community.
As Chamberlin says, “With the
development of Art Connections came
the first capital campaign in the
Museum’s history. The campaign
raised more than 17 million dollars.
These funds were used for the

expansion of the Museum which
included Schlageter’s brilliant vision
of the creation of the two semicircular
riverfront galleries that embraced The
Cummer Oak and tied Mrs. Cummer’s
gardens and the building into a harmonious entity. Also, the funds were
used to purchase the adjacent Barnett
Bank Trust building and to install
there the Art Connections program
and interactive floor.”
Before he was appointed Cummer
Director, Schlageter was at the
Ackland Museum, University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill. In the
1950s, he was director of the Mint
Museum in Charlotte and in between
he worked at the Downtown Gallery
in New York City.
Robert W. Schlageter, age 88,
passed away Saturday, Feb. 2 in
Clearwater, FL with his son by his
side. A memorial reception was held
at The Cummer on Feb. 24, a time
when the Cummer Garden was ablaze
with early spring flowers. The flowers
provided a fitting backdrop for
remembering a man who had planted
the seeds of so many programs vital
to the Museum itself.

CUSTOM BUILDING - REMODELING
Celebrating 50 Years
as Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom
Builder & Remodeler

CBC026189
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BY GARY LEE WEBBER, PASTOR
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Editor’s Note: The Resident
asked a local pastor to share
an Easter message of hope
and grace.)
Each year, Christians around
the world set aside a week to
reflect on the death of a first-century peasant Jewish carpenter
known as Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus, like thousands of other citizens of the ancient Roman world,
was executed by the authorities
with a technique known as crucifixion. Today, the cross is universally recognized as a symbol of
Jesus’ followers and the church
established in his name.
The question seems obvious:
How does the death of one man
launch a global movement that
continues even 2,000 years after
his death? What was special about
this Roman execution as opposed
to the thousands of others like it?
How does an instrument of torture
(a cross) become a symbol of one
of the world’s great religions?
The answer is found in what
happened after the death of Jesus.
We are told in the New Testament
as well as in other first century

literature, that
the followers of
Jesus claimed he
was miraculously raised from
the dead on the
third day following
his execution. To validate this
claim, they pointed to an empty
tomb and several encounters they
claimed to have with their resurrected Lord.
The truth of their claim was a
topic of great debate in the first
century. That debate continues. If
Jesus was, in fact, raised from the
dead, it explains why the death of
one first-century peasant matters
2,000 years later. If, however,
Jesus was not raised from the
dead, then his death on the cross
should matter no more or less
than any of the thousands who
died the same way. The Apostle
Paul said, “... if Christ has not
been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith ... And if
Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile ... If only for this
life we have hope in Christ, we
are of all people most to be
pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:12-19
NIV). In other words, if the resurrection didn’t happen, we are
wasting our time! If Easter is
nothing more than a nice story or
an annual tradition, all the claims
of the New Testament and the
Church are worth little more than
the paper on which they are
printed.

There are some, many of whom
may identify themselves as
Christians, who see the resurrection as nothing more than a beautiful symbol or story of God’s triumph over evil. While they may
not believe Jesus literally came
back from the dead, they celebrate
Easter as a tradition of their hope
in God. They, along with others,
argue that Jesus is remembered not
because he was raised from the
dead, but because he was a great
moral teacher, perhaps even a
prophet of God. They do not, however, accept that his death on the
cross serves as any universal
means of salvation, much less that
he was literally resurrected from
the dead. C.S. Lewis once famously argued, “That is one thing we
must not say. A man who was
merely a man and said the sort of
things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic – or else he
would be the Devil of Hell.” (Mere
Christianity, pg. 52)
As people around the world
observe the celebration of Easter,
it becomes an annual invitation to
wrestle with the one foundational
claim of the Christian faith: did
Jesus come back to life? If he did,
then everything he claimed about
himself and his offer of salvation
is true.
If he did not, then nothing else
he said matters. Whatever our religious background, such a radical
claim deserves our consideration.

Craig Taylor

BLOUSE
TRUNK SHOW
TUES., MAR. 5–
SAT., MAR. 9

JEWELRY
TRUNK SHOW
TUES., MAR. 19–
SAT., MAR. 23

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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Money spent locally is
always money well spent!
Dear Neighbors,
For most of us, it is rare when we have the opportunity to make a tangible difference in someone else’s life.
However, the residents of Jacksonville have exactly that
opportunity now. The current construction project in San
Marco Square will last for several months and it is
already proving a challenge to the businesses.
As you know, San Marco is filled with locally owned
shops and restaurants (we’ve all heard this so many
times). But I ask you, do you know what this really
means and why it is so important? It means that when
you spend $10.00 at an independently owned store,
$6.80 goes back to the city of Jacksonville through taxes,
payroll and other purchases. When you spend $10.00 at
a national chain, Jacksonville only gets $4.30. And worst
of all, if you spend $10.00 online, NOTHING goes to the
city of Jacksonville. So when you support local stores,
you are directly supporting your hometown. And, better
yet, you can see the faces of the people that are benefiting from that support. You probably even know some of
their names.
These independent stores are part of what makes
San Marco such a special community and they need
your support now more than ever! The shops and restaurants of San Marco are eagerly anticipating the expansion of Balis Park and the new traffic circle. However, in
the meantime, your support is vital to these locally
owned businesses. Each purchase or meal will help to
sustain them as they weather this construction period. I
urge each of you to make an effort to shop and dine with
them and help ensure that they too get to enjoy the
wonderful enhancements to San Marco Square.
This is your city and your San Marco. I challenge
each of you to do your part and make a difference today.
Start at your favorite place, then go across the street and
go into a store you’ve never been in before. Explore the
new shops. Venture into a business that you haven’t
visited in a long time. There’s more to do than you think!
In return, you’ll find shopkeepers and restaurateurs who
will truly appreciate your business by offering the best
products, food and service Jacksonville has to offer.

– Desiree Bailey, San Marco Bookstore
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How will the world
know about One
Spark?
Our in-house team
and The Dalton
Agency use traditional
publicity and social media,
plus the creators from 16
states and 15 countries are
publicizing.

with

One Spark’s

Elton Rivas
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

The Resident News recently
snagged a one-on-one with One
Spark co-founder and executive
director Elton Rivas. He shares
knowledge and insight on this great
event and how to get involved!
What is One Spark – The World’s
Crowdfunding Festival,
April 17-21, 2013?
It’s the world’s first crowd-funding festival to focus on science,
technology plus arts...a non-profit event
to bring 500+ local, national and international creators to showcase their
work inside one square mile downtown.
Venues (restaurants, businesses, parks,
shops, museums) will host approximately 100,000 visitors who may interact with creators and donate to any
project instantly. A percentage of a
$250,000 crowd fund will be distributed to participants after public vote by
attendees, plus $1million in potential

capital investments is available; many
private investors will also attend.
What sparked this festival, if
you’ll excuse the pun?
Local artist/entrepreneurs Dennis
Eusebio and Varick Rosete and I
know the talent and creativity here in
Jacksonville, but also the lack of immediate, ongoing funding to connect ideas
with resources and nurture homegrown
artists. Someone just needed to do the
legwork to make a change. We looked
at other successful national festivals
with similar goals, merged our ideas
and One Spark resulted.

S
L S

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

6740 Epping Forest Way N, #103 - Beautifully
maintained ‘’Chelsea’’ model updated in 2004
with three bedrooms and two baths. Breathtaking
panoramic views of the St. Johns river and the
Marina at the Epping Forest Yacht Club. Large
screened balcony gives peaceful enjoyment of the
outside! $825,000

6740 Epping Forest Way N, #116 – Beautiful
‘’Dorchester’’ Penthouse on the third ﬂoor of the
Hampstead Building with gorgeous views of the St. Johns
River! Large public rooms with wood ﬂoors - ﬁreplace in
the living room. Spacious kitchen with adjacent breakfast
room. Master Suite has ‘’His’’ and ‘’Hers’’ baths and each of
the other 3 bedrooms has a private bath. Ten foot ceilings in
all rooms. Three balconies to enjoy the views! $1,100,000

Selby Kaiser

Linda McMorrow

904-626-8800

904-626-9900

REALTOR®

selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

6781 Linford Ln. – Meticulously maintained ‘’Forest
Home’’ on beautifully treed private lot in Epping Forest.
Three bedrooms, 2.5 baths, spacious rooms, generous
closets, 12 foot ceilings, large windows and magniﬁcient
views of gardens - this home has it all! Owners in Epping
Forest may join the Epping Forest Yacht Club to enjoy
the Mansion for ﬁne dining, cafe, 6 tennis courts, 6
swimming pools and ﬁtness center. $605,000

Other plans?
There will be many
free events, music and entertainment, plus great food and JTA
shuttles. The Creator Zone downtown is the daytime focus, then
Bay Street Corridor becomes the
heart of the Entertainment District
and nighttime activity.
Is the city involved?

We’ve had great participation from the chamber and
JAXUSA, the Mayor’s office, cultural
council, Jaguar’s owner Shad Khan,
local artists, museums and groups
including MOSH, MOCA, The
Cummer and J. Johnson Gallery among
others.
Exciting aspects of One Spark?
Kick-starting immediate connection between financial supporters
and creative talent, nurturing passionate
leaders to support and cultivate creators...and the chance to discover the
next Mark Zuckerberg.
You volunteer for One Spark –
what else should we know about
Elton Rivas?

elling
the
hare
ion’s

REALTOR®

ﬂorida_legends@msn.com

12974 Brady Rd. – All the charm and grace
that southern living can create! Wide verandahs
welcome you to this family home on the river with
six bedrooms, 5.5 baths, pool, dock, covered lanai
and all you need for family fun. Circular drive, four
car garage, generator, security sytem, gated entry and
gorgeous landscaping! Now is your time to move up
to waterfront living! $1,750,000

904.739.7100 2IÀFH | 904.425.3989 )D[ | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

sulting agency launching businesses,
brands, developing strategy. I’ve come
a long way from selling mangos on
street corners in Miami when I was
seven. That went well until police
asked where the mangos came from.
First lesson in business ethics – know
your partners well! The kid bringing
me mangos was swiping them out of
yards.

I’m a Coast Guard kid, lived all
over...born in New Smyrna
Beach, FL; 1999 Daytona high school
graduate, then followed a girl to college
at UNF. Jacksonville is my home.
Worked in a corporate marketing management position, then my own con-

Meredith O’Malley Johnson,
One Spark’s Volunteer
Services Manager, lives in
San Marco. The Resident
News asked her thoughts
about One Spark...
“Along with many volunteers from San
Marco/St. Nicholas, I’m excited to be
part of something unique and new that
is great for Jacksonville, local students
and entrepreneurs. My background is
working for political campaigns and
I’ve volunteered for many political
service projects locally. I’m a volunteer
for Animal Care & Protective Services
promoting them online via social
media. I also enjoy helping with community gardening projects.”
What’s left to do?
Contributions and/or we need 800
volunteers (there are some perks)!
Visit the website or email us at
volunteer@beonespark.com.
For more info or questions, email
info@beonespark.com or call (904)
250-0070.
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One Spark drumming up excitement for five-day event
Local band Four Families
contributing to new mobile app

Citizens, We Invite You To

GO

BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

January 26th, 2013
THROUGH

One Spark – calling itself “The
world’s crowdfunding festival” – is
promoted as a five-day event for creators, artists, entrepreneurs and innovators (collectively, “creators”). It’s
been talked about in the media since
last September. It has managed to
raise a quarter of a million dollars in
crowd funding and is looking at a
potential $1 million investment by
Jaguars owner Shahid Khan.
Currently, creators have registered
from 15 countries and from 16 states
in the U.S. One Spark co-founder and
executive director Elton Rivas is busy
lining up world renowned speakers
and is anticipating over 500 creators
will present their ideas at 65 venues
in a 26-square block grid downtown.
At One Spark’s second townhall
meeting last month, an estimated
audience of 250 was given a preview
of a few of the creators who will be
looking for crowd votes and donations during the Apr. 17-21 event.
Larry Wilson, a clay and wood
sculptor who has a studio at the
CoRK Arts District, will display at
the Jacksonville Main Library in
hopes of attracting enough votes to
purchase a larger, front-loading kiln.
Angel Torres is seeking funding
for Aurora, an immersive mobile app

A P R I L 7th, 2 0 1 3
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Take the Left or Right Brain Tour
TA S T E S L OW F O O D AT NO L A

Attend Special Theater Showings
Survey Nares’ Giant Polaroid Prints

Street performer David Ferman, a graduate of The Bolles School and a marketing freshman at the University of Florida,
uses self-taught juggling skills to entertain attendees at the One Spark Townhall Meeting

that streams the music of local artists,
wherever you travel. Locally, the
band Four Families will be contributing original instrumental tracks to the
mobile soundtrack-to-the-city app
that will launch at the One Spark
event. The orchestral indie rock band
is sponsored by local craft brewery
Intuition Ale Works and performs
alongside national touring acts at venues in Jacksonville. Other selected
artists submissions for Aurora include
Radical Face, RickoLus and Jeremiah
Johnson.

An entertainment district is
planned between Ocean and S.
Liberty Streets from E. Adams to
Coastline Drive, for evening activities
– including live music and street performers – beginning at 8:30 p.m. and
going into the wee hours of the morning. If you’re interested in becoming
a One Spark volunteer, visit
www.beonespark.com/
volunteer.commissions/contextsensitive-streets-specialcommittee.aspx





M O C A J A C K S O N V I L L E .O R G
333 N. Laura St. · (904) 366–6911

James Nares: Untitled, 2008. Polaroid. 35.5 x 22 inches.
Courtesy the artist and Paul Kasmin Gallery.
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JAX2025 “Transportation Vision” key to achieving others?
Is “smart parking app”
first step?
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
One thing that many who attended
the second of five JAX2025 participatory events agreed upon was that “fixing” transportation was key to achieving the vision for the other nine categories. As the U.S. city with the
largest land mass, Jacksonville is a lot
of ground to cover with an unconnected transportation system.
Granted, while most of the daily
rush hour traffic is likely coming from
within a 10-mile radius of the city –
according to a December 2012 report
of the Northeast Florida Regional
Transportation Study Commission,
less than 8% of Duval County residents work outside of the county –
there’s still a feeling that our region’s
methods of transportation are not connected. The percentage of people

working outside of six other northeast
Florida counties is four to seven times
higher, with many commuting from
Nassau, Baker, Clay and St. Johns
counties to downtown Jacksonville.
During one of the two 45-minute
brainstorming segments at the
February 2nd event, participants working on the vision statement for transportation at one table were adamant
about implementing solutions such as
a 24/7 Skyway schedule; a light rail
system that extends beyond the 2.5
miles served by the Skyway; covered
and paved bus stops; more park-andride lots in areas where day care centers and retail shops can serve commuters, and, above all, the use of
smart technology.
One resident coming in from the
Beaches noted that he was stopped at
every traffic signal at 8;30 on a
Saturday morning with no cross traffic
at the lights. “This is a city of restrictions, not movement,” he said. “The
technology exists to recognize when a
light needs to change for traffic.”

Another participant added, “Why
aren’t there mobile apps that provide
the bus schedule and let you know
when they’re running behind?”
Coincidentally, speaking of transportation apps, three days later Mayor
Alvin Brown unveiled a new partnership with a leading provider of innovative parking solutions to implement a
smart parking system in certain sections of Downtown. By early March
visitors with smartphones or laptops
will be able to find on-street parking
spaces in real time, as well as the locations of parking garages and lots, by
using the app ParkerTM by Streetline.
Installation of 99 parking sensors
began early last month along Laura
Street from Monroe Street to
Independent Drive and spanning several blocks of road intersecting Laura
Street, including Adams, Forsyth and
Bay Streets. In addition to providing
the location and availability of parking
spaces, the app can be used as a timer
to track remaining meter time and as a
walking guide with directions back to

the parking spot. And, along with
search and mapping functionality,
Parker includes a hands-free option
with audible cue when available parking is nearby.
Back at the Prime Osborn on that
early February Saturday, one table
struggling to come up with a bold,
clear and compelling vision statement
on transportation unanimously agreed
that when this issue is successfully
resolved, other categories – such as
Distinctive Neighborhoods/Vibrant
Downtown, Education, a Vibrant
Economy, Arts and Entertainment, a
Clean and Green City, and a Healthy
Community – will be positively
impacted. To see the participatory
vision statements for each category
visit www.facebook.com/
Jax2025/photos_stream.
It’s never too late to join the visioning process. The next JAX2025 meeting will be Tuesday, Mar. 19, 6-8 p.m.
at the Prime Osborn. Parking is free;
light refreshments will be served.
Register online at www.JAX2025.org.

VOID
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Diggin’ It!
The five-month water and sewer improvement project along San Jose Boulevard is nearing completion. The pipes from St. Augustine
road to Miruelo Circle North reached the end of
their service life and are being proactively
replaced to prevent future main breaks or possible water outages. Approximately 2,100 feet of
four-inch force (sewer) main and 2,700 feet of
eight-inch water main were replaced in this
$567,000 project. A portion of water main was
replaced last month at the intersection of San
Jose Blvd. and Miller Oaks. Sections of a few
driveways were removed to install the pipe and
then replaced. Upon completion of the project,
any existing pavement, grass, curb, gutter, driveways or sidewalks affected during construction
will be returned to its pre-construction condition.
If you have any questions or concerns about
this project, contact JEA Project Outreach at
(904) 665-7500 or e-mail
projectoutreach@jea.com.

Zimmer to remain as Episcopal head until 2015
Charles F. Zimmer will remain as Episcopal School
of Jacksonville’s Head of School through June 2015 as
the Board of Trustees continues to build for the future
and the celebration of its 50th anniversary and the
Search Committee resumes in Spring 2014 to identify a
very select group of candidates for the position.
“The Board is confident that there is no better
outcome for Episcopal than to have Charley Zimmer
continue for another two years in his role as Head of
School. We look forward to working with him to achieve
his exciting vision for the School’s future,” said Board of
Trustees Chairman Rob Clements.

Construction barrels along San Marco Boulevard under the
Fuller-Warren Bridge heading north appear to be reminders of the
last remnants of the San Marco Streetscape Project, due to be
completed this month. These areas were started in December
during the temporary holiday abatement on San Marco Square
and are intended to be landscaped…unless the Overland Bridge
Project gets in the way. The Streetscape project is now in its tenth
– and final – phase along Naldo Avenue. For more information,
contact Bob Scott, Construction Contact Manager at
scott@coj.net or (904) 255-8734.

6670 Epping Forest Way North

Downtown Vision, Inc. presents:

Mary Poppins

$2,890,000

1334 Pinetree Road
MLS#654104 $250,000

Riverfront – Pool – Dock

U P D A T E D

9845 Scott Mill Road
MLS#652179 $575,000

3430 Randolph Street
MLS#649437 $650,000

P O O L

April 12
Rated G

Who Framed
Roger Rabbit?
Parental guidance is advised.

Ferris Bueller’s
Day Off
Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk
Bring your picnic blankets and camp chairs to
Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk for free
family-friendly fun Downtown. Movies start at
dusk (around 8 p.m.) Concessions and free,
on-site parking available. Well-behaved pets
are welcome, alcoholic beverages are not.

Parental guidance is advised.

Brave

April 19
Rated PG-13

April 26
Rated PG-13

2782 Green Bay Lane
MLS#646637 $660,000
S A N

M A R C O

4987 River Point Road
MLS# 649444 $995,000
Amazing Renovation – Riverfront – Pool

May 3
Rated PG

downtownjacksonville.org
DTJax.org

Downtown Vision, Inc.

DTJax

©2012 BRER Affiliates Inc. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock
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Concerned condo residents speak out against BRT
Can JTA resolve conflict
with urban lifestyle
desires?
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
With emotions running hot and high
at the Southbank Community JTA Bus
Rapid Transit meeting on Feb. 19 at
the Wyndham Hotel, the estimated 100
or so community members were mostly of one voice and like mind: Stop the
project!
The Jacksonville Transportation
Authority’s Bus Rapid Transit
Service/MAX Downtown project has
been developing since October 2006,
well before urban dwellers bought into
San Marco Place, The Peninsula or
The Strand at Southbank condominiums along Riverplace Blvd. Therein
may lie part of the problem.
While several public meetings were
conducted from 2007 to 2009, many of
the residents of those three mixed-used
buildings were not residents at the time
the notices were mailed. Although
Suraya Teeple, JTA Transportation
Planning Manager, stated that the publicly available database of real estate
ownership was updated at least twice,
it was not evident that a single person
raised their hand when asked if they
had received notification of the four
public meetings during that period.
The issues raised by the concerned
residents ranged from unsafe pedestrian access across six lanes (two dedicat-

ed bus lanes, two travel lanes, one left
turn lane and one on-street parking
lane), to the practicality and safety of a
shared bus and bicycle lane, to the
effects on property values of current
residences as well as on future development.
Jane Condon, a resident of San
Marco Place and one of the pioneers of
mixed-use downtown living, said, “I
don’t believe that rapid bus transportation is as important as Downtown
development. This is anti-Downtown
development!”
Other residents questioned the need
for 24-hour dedicated bus lanes along
Riverplace, wanting to see data that
would support the current JTA plan to
put in bus stops to accommodate, conservatively, 12-15 stops per peak hour
(six stops in each direction plus at least
three stops from local bus service).
“Increased stops will make
Riverplace less quiet,” said Peninsula
residents Kevin and Ellen Smith.
“We’ll have noise for 18 hours a day
with two bus stops proposed at the
Peninsula.” The Smiths have been residents at the Peninsula for two-and-ahalf years, and enjoy being able to
walk to MOSH, to Friendship Fountain
Park, the Riverwalk or take the Water
Taxi. They were attending the community meeting because “If you don’t
speak up, you can’t effect change,”
said Kevin.
While Brad Thoburn, JTA’s Director
of Strategic Planning, indicated that the
project was at least 60% designed but
the JTA would stop to see what could

Don Redman (District 4 Council Member), Lori Boyer (District 5 Council Member), Nat Ford (CEO, Jacksonville Transportation
Authority), and Brad Thoburn (JTA Director, Strategic Planning)

be done better, condo owners still felt
that the original premise of the project
needed to be re-visited since it was initiated before the three condominiums
were erected.
“We need to protect the value of our
investments,” said Ron Moody, San
Marco Place resident and local real
estate appraiser.
It wasn’t just the homeowners who
had concerns; business owners also
had opinions on the project. Said Steve
Suddath, “I have 500 employees in a
nearby building [Suddath Relocation],
and I’m not hearing a lot of excitement
from them for the plan. Let’s get some
feedback from downtown businesses
and employers.”
When Jim Morrill, of San Marco
Place, asked “Where does this segment
[Riverplace] fall into bringing people
in from the suburbs and beaches?” the
response from Thoburn was “The JTA
wants to develop a system that is more
efficient to ride. A lot of people we
serve are dependent on the system.”
Thoburn stated that a Bus Rapid
Transit service was the best approach
to move people through Jacksonville
because it takes a long time on the
local bus system, due to frequent stops.
“The BRT – an unfortunate project
name – will not move any faster than
local buses but will stop less often. The
buses will be hybrid electric that are
quieter and more fuel efficient.”
Branded as MAX, the system is an

integral part of the JTA’s transit vision,
with Downtown serving as the hub and
integrating with the Skyway and future
rail transit. However, another vocal resident felt that the MAX system would
be a significant duplication of the
Skyway service and suggested – to
much applause – stopping MAX service at the Skyway instead of taking it
across the river. “It would be the same
number of transfers,” he said. “Just
bus-to-Skyway instead of bus-to-bus.”
The shared bus-bike lane concern
was brought up as well. After the last
of the public meetings were held in
2009, the BRT/MAX plans progressed
through August 2011 at which time a
request was made for bicycle accommodation, resulting in incorporating a
shared bus-bike lane in the design.
Apparently the biking community is
not 100% behind sharing a lane with a
bus.
“Who thought a shared bus-bike
lane was a good idea?” questioned one
of the San Marco Place residents.
According to District 4 Council
Member Don Redman, “Buses will not
pass bicyclists and vice versa,” prompting some laughter and head shaking.
Although under normal “sharrows” circumstances where passing is allowed
in an adjacent lane, there is no passing
in a dedicated shared lane, so a bus following a bicycle would be limited to
the speed of the cyclist.
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One final bone of contention
was the proposed design of the MAX
stations and shelters, which incorporate
bright yellow canopies and red pavements. One resident who described
herself as a world traveler stated “I
haven’t seen an uglier design for bus
stops” and cited examples in other
cities, such as San Diego, as far more
attractive and befitting the
neighborhood.
According to Thoburn, one of the
elements of the BRT/MAX is a branded station for consistency and easy
identification throughout the system.
The yellow and red scheme was
designed in collaboration with and
approved by the Downtown
Development Review Board during the
2010-2011 design phase.
After hearing much of the same
comments over and over, the mood
progressed to next steps: “What can we
do to stop this? What choices do we
have?”
Because 80% of the project is funded through a Federal Transit
Administration grant (with additional
10% state and 10% local funding), it
comes with a contingency: At least
50% of the roadway improvements
must be dedicated peak-hour bus lanes.
According to Kristina Price, a project
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engineer with HDR Engineering which
is consulting on the BRT/MAX project
with the JTA, if the stretch of
Riverplace Blvd. in question is
removed from the bus lane design, that
percentage may fall below 50% and
possibly compromise the project.
Although many alternatives were
investigated for a number of years,
Riverplace Blvd. is the link between
the Kings Avenue Skyway station and
the Acosta Bridge with capacity to
accommodate current and future transit
service.
When questioned about recommendations from urban architects to
include landscaped medians between
lanes, similar to San Marco Blvd.,
Price stated, “Median landscaping is
probably not feasible due to safety.
Straight roadways may allow for an
exception as long as trees do not create
a wall.” She further noted, “This is not
an enhancement project. It’s totally a
bus project involving new paving and
striping.”
So where do the concerned condo
owners go from here? Late in the
meeting, District 5 Council Member
Lori Boyer took to the podium to provide clarity and elicit answers. “I want
to make it clear that the JTA is an inde-

pendent agency and we [City Council]
review their budget annually, but your
comments are not falling on deaf ears
tonight,” she said. “What you have said
may have an impact on the project
going forward but you need to send
those comments to the JTA.”
Boyer’s questions of the community
focused on pedestrian crossings and
on-street parking. “Why is the traffic
signal at Kipp Street insufficient?” she
asked. “Is it location and/or timing?”
The response was, “both.”
Boyer also wanted to know who had
previously advocated for on-street
parking and if it was utilized. Answers
varied from “On-street parking would
slow traffic down and encourage retail
growth” to “Current parking is not
striped, signed or safe to use due to
speed of traffic” to “Public on-street
parking on Riverplace would provide
people with access to the Riverwalk
and the Fountain.”
Just as the two-and-a-half hour
meeting was winding up, the heretofore unannounced or introduced new
CEO of the JTA, Nat Ford, came forward. Ford, hired in October 2012, was
in a similar position in San Francisco,
where the term “sharrows” was coined
under his tenure there. He expressed
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surprised that the Southbank
BRT/MAX issue needed 100 or more
residents to be addressed. “We went
through the same type of project in San
Francisco, working closely with the
residents, businesses and bicycling
community,” he said. “It only took one
person to object and we addressed it.”
Ford was also concerned about the
perception of lack of communication
about the project. “There’s never
enough outreach on projects like this,”
he stated. “We’ll take all comments
seriously, but we’re not going to shut
the project down. That’s not the
answer. We need to move a workforce
around rapidly, including those like the
people who work at this hotel [the
Wyndham].”
The project is currently scheduled to
go to construction this summer with
completion in summer of 2014, but it’s
possible, according to Thoburn, that
finding that resolution may set the
schedule back a bit. “It’s not the first
time we’ve had to take a pause,” he
noted. “We did so to accommodate the
request for the shared bus-bike lane.”
At the end of the meeting, Ford
promised, “Give us a chance to work
on this. We will try to resolve it to
everybody’s satisfaction.”
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Buying or selling, the real estate market is back on track
Low interest rates for buyers,
low inventory for sellers make
for a balanced market
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
After years of languishing in the
basement, San Marco’s real estate
market has moved back upstairs and
flung open the doors and windows to
welcome in the sunshine of recovery.
The best news is that, at the moment,
both buyers and sellers are living happily together under one roof.
“There’s some balance in the market right now because buyers are willing to pay a little more and sellers
willing to settle for a little less than
asking price to take advantage of the
increased activity we’re seeing that
has been brought about by low interest rates and low inventory,” said
Linda McMorrow from Legends of
Real Estate. “Interest rates are low,
but rising, so those buyers who can
lock into the current rates will be at
an advantage. For sellers, the inventory is still low, so they are receiving
multiple offers and we are seeing
homes that have been on the market
for a while now selling.”
The numbers from Multiple Listing
Service, which tracks real estate transactions nationwide, bear her out:
While there was a 15.9 percent
decrease in average sales of houses

compared to last year, and San Marco’s
absorption rate – or the rate at which
homes are selling in a specific area – is
high at 9.3 months, sold properties are
up 40 percent and pending sales rose
220 percent. Average days on market
plummeted from 310 to 125.
“The absorption rate can be driven
by the average sales price. Listings
sold and pending sales are both up, so
the absorption rate should change as
the pending properties close,”
explained Sheron Willson, broker/
manager at Prudential Network Realty,
which led the 2012 San Marco market
share. A balanced market has an
absorption rate of six months, below
favors sellers and above,
buyers.
“It’s a good time to sell before
everyone figures out there’s a lack of
inventory,” noted Anne Rain, of
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty.
“This historic buyer’s market is rapidly
slipping into a marketplace where supply is not keeping up with demand.
This is good news for sellers. The
scarcity of homes for sale and an abundance of buyers who want to take
advantage of low interest rates have
brought multiple offers back to the
negotiating table. Rock bottom offers
are being replaced with higher competitive offers. Slight pricing increases are
being seen as a result.”
Willson emphasized the importance
of acting quickly in a shifting
marketplace.

7XE]XYRIH©
YTHEXIMRXLI
RI\X6IWMHIRX

7EPIW6IRXEPW
4VSTIVX]1EREKIQIRX
TraditionsJax.com

“There’s some balance in the
market right now because
buyers are willing to pay a
little more and sellers willing
to settle for a little less...”

Linda McMorrow
Legends Real Estate

“Listings sold and pending sales
are both up, so the absorption rate
should change as the pending
properties close.”

Sheron Willson

Broker/manager at Prudential Network Realty

“It’s a good time to sell before
everyone figures out there’s a lack
of inventory. This historic buyer’s
market is rapidly slipping...”

Anne Rain

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

“Historically speaking, prices are
still low, but they are starting to get
bid up. It’s a good time to lock in the
low rates,” Field suggested.
Light strongly concurred with the
advantages of pre-approved loans.
“Buyers have to step in with a serious mindset and have all of their
ducks in a row. If I’m a buyer, I’m
going to go to lenders and get preapproved for a loan before I get
involved. This takes away any hesitation on the part of the seller,” Light
said.
Anita Vining, Prudential’s top producer for San Marco, also cautioned

Properties For Sale:

BIG PLANS IN
THE WORKS WE’RE MOVING!

WE DO IT ALL!

“The best time to buy is when the
market starts to turn. As this trend
continues opportunities are narrowed
and when a property is properly positioned in market, buyers are met by
competition including multiple offers.
It appears this is a consistent, healthy
trend, not a spike or catastrophic
movement in the market.
Therefore it is a balance
for both buyers and
sellers to take
advantage of this
current market to make the move
that they have been waiting for,”
she said.
Low interest rates are strongly
contributing to that balanced market
– currently between 3.5 to 4 percent
for a 30-year fixed mortgage.
People are still getting a lot of
house for their money because of
these low rates, but all realtors
agree that it is essential to act
quickly.
“With interest rates so crazy low,
now is a good time to start talking
to lenders,” said Steve Light, vice
president/managing broker with
Watson Realty’s San Marco office.
“But the reality in today’s market is
that it’s a bidding war. We are seeing
multiple offers for every property and
inventory is getting snapped up.
Buyers holding out for a ‘better deal’
stand the chance of missing out
altogether.”
Mike Field, a Fairfax resident and
mortgage banker, said that buyers
with pre-approved loans increase their
likelihood of winning those bidding
wars. He also advised that buyers
have three or four lines of credit, a
good idea of their price range and the
amount they can place on a down payment as well as the loan amount they
can handle versus the amount for
which they might qualify.
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that buyers in more historic areas
might want to spend under what they
can afford.
“If you don’t have
expandable cash,
buying a historic
older home
may

“It’s as good as I’ve
seen for 20 years...We’re up
35 percent over last year.”

Fred Miller

Owner/Founder, The Fred Miller Group

“The realtors, appraisers,
mortgage brokers and lenders that
are left standing have all been
‘battle tested’ so they ...
are very capable.”

Jon Singleton

Top seller, Watson’s Avondale/Ortega office

“With interest rates so crazy low,
now is a good time to start talking
to lenders.”

Steve Light

VP/managing broker, Watson Realty’s San Marco

not be the right purchase because you
can probably anticipate some after
sale repairs, upgrades and maintenance.”
Legends’ McMorrow encourages
her clients to buy with location in
mind.

“It’s better to have a house that
may not be ‘perfect’ and may need
some fixing up but is in a great location than it is to have the ‘perfect’
house in a poor location,” she advised.
Those buyers with limited
resources or damaged credit might
consider visiting a mortgage broker
who has relationships with a variety
of lenders.
“I marry ‘need’ to ‘supply’.
Different lenders specialize
in different niches of
the market and
credit scores and I
can help people
find the best deal for them,” said
Alec Boriss, owner of Oak Street
Financial in Riverside. “It’s a myth
that it’s difficult to get a mortgage.
Conventional, FHA, USDA and VA
all offer viable options for those
with decent credit and the ability to
put down a 3.5 percent payment.”
On the seller’s side, Light recommended an appraisal, an inspection
and hiring a staging company to
accentuate the home’s positive
aspects.
“How wonderful would it be if
sellers did those things? An appraisal helps you price your home smart
to sell it fast. An inspection and staging means you can showcase your
home with confidence.”
In addition to low interest rates,
realtors also cite decreased unemployment numbers and the resolution of
the 2012 presidential election as reasons why the real estate market is

recovering. As people slowly get back
to work, more money is becoming
available and regardless of political
view, now that the elections are over
there is more certainty moving
forward.
However, appraisals is one area
that realtors feel is still lagging.
“The appraisers have not gotten on
board with rising home values yet,”
Light said. “It takes them about six
months. It’s really up to realtors to
make them aware of comparable
prices in the area.” Short sales or foreclosures in an area can also lower
appraisal figures so they are not
reflective of current market value.
Regardless, veteran real estate
agents mark this as a watershed time
in their profession.
“It’s as good as I’ve seen for 20
years,” said Fred Miller, who founded
the Fred Miller Group, along with his
wife, Carol, in 1995. “We are a midsized company but we’ve sold 30
homes since January. That’s more
than we’ve sold in any seven-week
period for the past five years. We’re
up 35 percent over last year. It’s not
just us; all agencies are up.”
Jon Singleton, top seller in
Watson’s Avondale/Ortega office, San
Marco resident and past president of
the San Marco Preservation Society,
noted that those in the real estate business that made it through the recession are now armed with extensive
tools to succeed.
“The realtors, appraisers, mortgage
brokers and lenders that are left stand-
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ing have all been ‘battle tested’ so
they survived some difficult circumstances and are very capable,” he said.
Prudential’s Willson put it another
way: “People that learned to dance in
the rain are the ones who succeeded.”
A large part of sustaining that success involves marketing and the use of
technology.
“Fast-paced, hi-tech marketing
tools have become vital to real estate
sales. Marketing over the next decade
is going to make companies or break
them,” Rain predicted. “We must
compete not only in our community
but also on the World Wide Web using
social networking, nationally recognized branding and innovative tools to
direct buyers from anywhere to our
local homes.”
Beyond marketing, technology,
interest rates or even the conditions of
the market, all of the top realtors
agreed that the key to successful
transactions still rests in relationships.
“Those of us who did make it
through the recession did so in part
because we truly valued our customers and understood that, whether
it’s a $20,000 home or an $8 million
home, it’s a big deal to that buyer.
When you do it wrong the results can
be devastating but when you do it
right the rewards are phenomenal,”
Watson’s Singleton said.
Both buyers and sellers are poised
in the current balanced market to reap
many phenomenal rewards – as long
as they act fast.
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Friends Ministry at Southside United Methodist Church
BY CAREN BURMEISTER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Two dozen adults with cognitive
impairment sing with gusto in a small
brick chapel as they shake rhythm
instruments and move to the music.
Hitting the right note is not important to these choir members who
make up the Friends Ministry at
Southside United Methodist Church at
3120 Hendricks Ave.
“Oh, I love those happy faces,”
shouts Molly Miller, the Friends’
choir director as she leads them in
song on a recent Wednesday night.
After 15 years, Miller is still
amazed by the degree of joy and
authenticity that Friends members
express in hymns, such as “I Have
Decided to Follow Jesus” and “Just as
I Am.”
“They get to you,” Miller said.
“They are so loving and giving. It’s
just humbling.”
Southside United Methodist
Church is believed to have the oldest
and largest church group in the state

Jenna and her father, Wayne Perpall
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for people with cognitive disabilities,
performs at Sunday services a few
said Dave Harrill, who coordinates the times a year, members plant and
Friends Ministry with his wife, Chris. maintain a flower garden, help mainFriends members range in age from tain the sanctuary and attend Sunday
25 to 70. Some live in group homes,
school classes. The group also makes
others live with their
an annual field trip.
family or live indeThis year they’re
pendently with other
going to St. Simons
mentally challenged
Island.
adults. Volunteers
Pastor Bruce
drive the church bus
Jones isn’t looking
to pick up Friends
forward to their
members in the
brief absence.
immediate area.
“They are my
The ministry was
Amen corner,” Jones
founded 30 years
quipped in a recent
ago by Burma
interview. “When
Davis, who had a
they’re not here the
son with cognitive
energy goes out of
disabilities and
the room.”
couldn’t find a
In a survey done
church program taiseveral years ago
lored to his needs.
most Southside
The Harrills stepped Frank C. Lewis in the garden dedicated to Burma Davis United Methodist
into the role several
Church members
years ago, after Davis retired.
ranked Friends as one of their favorite
Wayne Perpall’s daughter, Jenna,
ministries, Harrill said. Two couples
smiles as she joins other Friends
(who don’t have a family member
members at the 5 p.m. dinner
with cognitive impairment) told him
Wednesday before choir practice.
the Ministry was the reason they
She’s 28 years old and was baptized
joined the church.
and grew up at Southside United
“People think we’re doing a good
Methodist Church.
thing,” Harrill said. But he finds endHer father is grateful for the proless inspiration in Friends members’
grams that enrich her life. “They try
acceptance, directness and child-like
to meet their spiritual needs where
faith. “It’s a way to see people
they are,” Perpall said.
through the eyes of Christ.”
Each Sunday, 25 to 40 people with
Frank C. Lewis, 46, is also member
special needs worship at the church.
of the Friends Ministry. He has been
In addition to the Friends choir, which going to Southside United Methodist

Mike Combs and Sandra Allen

Church since his sister was married
there in 1980.
“It’s like family,” said Lewis, who
lives at Mt. Carmel Gardens in the
Lakewood area and works at a movie
theater. “I’m blessed by God for my
talents.”
One of those talents is music.
Lewis learns a new piano song every
week to help accompany the Friends’
choir, Miller said. Another is writing.
In a testimonial, published in the
January edition of the Florida
Conference Connection, a statewide
church newsletter, Lewis said:
“What I know is that Jesus loves
me and what I know is that He loves
me all year long… what would Jesus
do if we all would give more and
what if we would give to them who
do not have a job, who do not have a
house.”
For more information: Southside
Methodist Church provides limited
transportation for Friends Ministry
member living in the vicinity. For
more information, call the church at
(904) 396-2676.
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OverStock Arena offers quality
at a bargain
Looking for name-brand products at bargain
prices? OverStock Arena, open at 4472
Hendricks Avenue as of November 2012, offers
anything from furniture, electronics, housewares
and bedding to clothing, pet supplies, toys,
groceries and more at prices 20-70% less than
large retailers. “The Hendricks Avenue location
is great for high visibility,” said owner Steve
Kirkland. Check out their products at the store,
online at www.overstockarena.com (where you
can find a coupon for 10% off entire purchase)
or follow on Facebook. Open seven days a
week; call (877) 650-2631 for details.

Pierre Allaire, Ph.D., will assume executive
leadership of the Baptist Health
Foundation in his new role as vice
president and chief development
officer, effective Mar. 25. Baptist
Health Foundation raised almost
$12 million during fiscal year 2012
and Allaire’s appointment is
viewed as a good fit.
“Pierre is an incredible cultural
fit with Baptist Health and exemplifies the leadership qualities that
are so critical for this position,”

said Baptist Health CEO A. Hugh Greene. “I
would consider him to be the most
widely respected fundraiser in
Northeast Florida.”
Allaire is active in the Jacksonville
philanthropic and business communities, serving as a trustee of the JAXUSA
Partnership, a division of the JAX
Chamber. He is on the board of the
Museum of Contemporary Art of
Jacksonville and will be the president of
the Jacksonville Rotary Club beginning
July 2014.

Groundbreaking in 1988

Jacksonville, and currently serving on the boards of several other
social service, cultural and capacity-building organizations. In addition to heading all of Stellar’s corporate marketing, public affairs,
communications and community
relations initiatives, in 2006
Shelton led the company’s efforts
to direct its philanthropic activities, resulting in the creation of
the Stellar Foundation.

Mario Payne now Certified Financial Planner®
Mario Payne of the financial
services firm Edward Jones at
4466 Hendricks Avenue has
been authorized by the Certified
Financial Planner Board of
Standards (CFP Board) to use
the certification mark CFP®.
Payne successfully completed

Allaire named new Baptist Health
VP, chief development officer

Jewish Community Alliance marks
25th birthday

San Marco resident promoted at Stellar
Allison Korman Shelton has
been promoted to Vice
President of Marketing at
Stellar, a fully integrated firm
focused on design, engineering,
construction and mechanical
services worldwide. With Stellar
since 2005, Shelton is an active
community leader, previously
serving as President of
Community Connections and
the Cultural Council of Greater
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CFP Board’s initial certification
requirements, and will meet ongoing
continuing education requirements
and uphold CFP Board’s Code of
Ethics and Professional
Responsibility and Financial
Planning Practice Standards.

Twenty-five years and more than 100,000
square feet later, the Jewish Community
Alliance (JCA) is a proud presence in
Jacksonville. From its 1988 beginnings at the
site of the former Beauclerc Country Club,
over the ensuing years the JCA has added a
nationally accredited preschool and summer
camp programs, an annual Jewish Book
Festival, the Concert in the Round series and
the JCA Film Series, as well as the Vandroff
Art Gallery, a fitness center, art and pottery
studios and the Dubow Adult Center.
With almost 2,400 members – half of
which are non-Jewish – the JCA has programs for all ages and levels of ability and
interests designed to enhance the quality of
the life of the entire community. In celebration
of 25 years at its 8505 San Jose Blvd. loca-

tion, the JCA begins a year-long celebration
with the unearthing of its 1988 time capsule
on Mar. 17. A new one will be buried on May
5 to be opened on its 50th birthday in 2038.
The highlight of the year will be a community
fundraiser birthday party on Apr. 20. A complete schedule of birthday events is online at
www.jcajax.org/birthday.

San Marco gets MOPS Chapter

Amy Franks, San Marco MOPS director, with Christy Martin,
inspirational speaker

The international nonprofit, Mothers of
Preschoolers (MOPS), has a new chapter in

town. Established in October 2012 by San
Marco resident Amy Franks, the chapter provides a way for mothers of preschool children
to connect with and encourage one another.
The monthly meetings include activities, takehome crafts and speakers such as San Marco
residents Cindy Pearson, Kathy Vodniker,
Suzanne Tedder and Christy Martin, who
recently encouraged moms to be resolute in
parenting.
MOPS is held on the third Monday of the
month at 9:15 am at Southside United
Methodist Church’s Family Life Center.
The March speaker is Samantha Livingston.
Free childcare is available with advanced
reservations by contacting c.sasser@
southsidemethodist.org.

PAGE 16

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Alan and Gwen Howard, Karen McCombs, Jeffrey Harrington

Semone BlairWalker and Dr.
Bernard Walker

INTUITION
A LAID BACK
HOSTS ‘MARDI
AFFAIR FOR
GRAS’ TO HELP GREENSCAPE
celebrating the green proceeds from
RAISE FUNDS the While
26th annual Flowering Tree Sale earlier in
the day, the nonprofit Greenscape of
Jacksonville patrons, friends and board
members enjoyed good company at The
Museum in St. Nicholas. The blue jean clad
crowd relaxed with great music, drinks, food
and friendship – all the while supporting a
greener vision for the city.
Greenscape helps make projects possible
by re-establishing the ‘right tree in the right
place’ initiatives and works to keep the city’s
landscapes full of healthy, appropriate growth
and beautification. This year marks the sixth
anniversary of the Root Ball.
Alex Hepler, Holly Rood, John Milne, Megan O’Steen
and Ruby O’Steen

Sara
McMillan
and Will
Inman

It was a night full of suds and duds, as a
well-dressed Community Connection crewalongside a crowd of supporters, raised a glass
and some much needed funding for families
in need. The event took place Feb. 7 at the
home of Intuition Ale Works on King Street.
The mission of Community Connections is to
help foster strength and support for homeless
and poverty stricken families by providing
many needed programs to give them a leg up,
including summer camp programs, child
development, homeless housing, after school
resources and much more. To learn how you
can help donate your time and/or resources,
visit www.communityconnectionsjax.org
today.

Doug Baer with
David Guzick
Hostess Diana Davis, Community Connections President and CEO Lelia Duncan
with Co-Chairs Erin Skinner and Chris Strohmenger

MARCH
Paula Skitsko and Robin Albaneze

-Jules and Gabriell

Paul and
Denise
DeVita, Ward
Lariscy and
Anna Dooley

HEROES
HONORED AT
‘THE GOLDEN
HOUR’ GALA
A Night for Heroes was one to remember
as the annual black tie gala held Feb. 16 at the
Omni Jacksonville Hotel celebrated triumph
over tragedy when seconds count in life’s
most traumatic moments.
Acknowledging first responders,
University of Florida physicians, Shands
Jacksonville nurses and technicians, the
TraumaOne flight crew and countless others,
the night was full of recognition and thankful,
heavy hearts. With an intangible energy, the
tales of triumph during miraculous moments
help compel patrons to better understand the
impact TraumaOne and the Shands
Jacksonville campus has on our quality of life
in Northeast Florida.

J
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FASHIONS IN FULL SWING FOR
SPRING, RAISE BAR FOR LIBRARY
It was a day to shine for the models, as
spring fashion for men from Beau Outfitters
made its debut alongside women’s fashions
by Coldwater Creek in the JU Kinne
Center. Patrons, alumni and Friends of the
Jacksonville University Library enjoyed a
luncheon, complete with an opening operatic set of songs and silent auction items fit
for any fine occasion. Models included
Santhea Hicks (Mrs. Alvin Brown), WJXT
Meteorologist Rebecca Barry, JU Athletic
Director Brad Edwards, JU Advancement
VP Michael Howland and 2012-13 Miss
Dolphina Brittany Nickell.
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Library Director David Jones with JU President Tim Cost

Laura Healy, Frank Houston
and Carmen North

Rita Baumgarten, Dr. Frances Kinne, Stephanie Cost and Laverne Boeing

Jan Hood, Carolyn Hawthorne, Julie Wells and Shelly Boynton

Patrick and Mary Thornton with Nancy and Eric Chrisman

Gavin and Orla Duffy with Former Jacksonville Jaguar Tony Boselli,
Rayhana and Chris Goll

Jennifer and Charles Swain, David and Susan Heekin, Stephanie and
Christa Harden with David and Mary Pat Kulik

Betsy Tilis and
Sid Gefen with
Anne Grenadier

Jerry Weedon
and Jay Wright

EVERYTHING’S
COMING UP
ROSES FOR
ST. VINCENT’S
HEALTHCARE
Patrons were ‘living the life’, as they came
out to support the St. Vincent’s HealthCare
Foundation with a resolute effort to raise
assets for the Spine and Brain Institute. The
theme ‘Viva La Rosa’ exemplifies the tireless
work and efforts of the physicians, staff and
affiliates that illustrate the mission of the
hospital – to offer patients the ability to live
life to the fullest.
The 2013 Red Rose Ball marks the 32nd
annual event for the Foundation, this year’s
affair was held at the Jacksonville Marriott at
Southpoint on Feb. 8.
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Tips for fishing the finicky cobia

BY NATHAN & TED MILLER
With the vernal equinox, the month
of March marks the beginning of
spring. Days will become longer and
sea surface temperatures will begin to
increase as we move away from the
colder winter months.
March offers great offshore action
as pelagic species migrate along the
edge of the Gulf Stream. But March
also offers great action closer to
home.
When March arrives, it is time to
go look for cobia.
Cobia will begin to move in from
the offshore reefs and wrecks and
migrate northward up the coast of
Florida following the bait pods when
the water temperature along the coast
reaches around 68 degrees.
The sea temperature is very important to know. Inlets to our north (St.
Marys River) will tend to hold colder
temperatures a bit longer (mid 60s)
making the decision to fish out of
Mayport – or south to St. Augustine,
Matanzas or even further south to
warmer temperatures –
a good call. As the weeks pass, the
warmer water will make its way north
allowing all the inlets at some point to
produce fish this time of year.
As sea temperatures rise, large

schools of bait (pogies)
will begin to show up.
These large pods can be in
a wide range of depths.
They can be found just outside the
breakers in 15 feet of water, or two to
three miles offshore in 45 to 55 feet.
If you hear reports that bait is showing up but not sure exactly where, a
good method is to run north or south
(depending on where the best sea temperature is) in zigzag patterns ranging
in depths of 15 to 55 feet until you
find the bait.
While you are running in search of
bait, always be on the lookout. Cobia
can be found free-swimming along
the surface either by themselves or
with others.
When you spot one, your first
instinct may be that you are looking at
a shark. Their large brown bodies
with flattened heads have fooled many
anglers. With a closer look you will
see their lower protruded jaw and
large-fan tail gives away their identity.
Cobia can be very curious. With a
motor in neutral or turned off, you
may find that cobia will come along
boat side just below the surface to
check you out. This is a perfect time
to introduce your bait.
Cobia can be extremely finicky and
often times will play around with your
bait without consuming, or may even
swim off without showing any interest. This can be very frustrating for
any angler.
Anglers who have spent some time
chasing cobia have tried different presentations and baits. Artificial eel tails
on jigs, lures, live bait such as
pilchards, catfish, crabs and even live
eels have all been used. They can all
be very effective, but can all strike out
just as easily. I have found whatever
bait you prefer, cobia like a challenge.
Moving your bait close to the fish
until it is seen or the scent is picked
up and then allowing your bait to fall
toward the bottom can be just enough
of a challenge for your bait to be
chased. If you are fishing 8” to 10”
eel tails, allow the bait to be consumed for a few seconds. Many
anglers have pulled these baits from
the mouth of a cobia as the hook
never made it to the jaw.
If you miss the first strike, don’t

give up. Their curiosity will often
times entice them to come back and
strike again.
Cobia found swimming around bait
pods can be very unpredictable. They
can be seen just below the surface cirBy Capt. Lawrence Piper
cling the pods slowly. Or they may sit
motionless on top of the pod. In either
We’ve covered the first two principles to
case, presenting baits will produce
a good fly cast – eliminate slack line and
different results. Either they will act
have the proper amount of smooth acceleration. Once the cast is up and going fly fishdisinterested and slowly swim off. Or
ers need to consider the third principle: The
they will jump on and consume whatever you throw at them. If it is the lat- rod tip must travel in a straight line path
(SLP).
ter, you are in for a real fight.
Principle Number 3:
They can also be targeted around
Straight Line Path. The fly line is always
many different types of structures. It
going to follow the rod tip. The next time
is always good practice to check
you’re out in the yard practicing, get 10 to
buoys and other floating debris you
15 feet of line out of the rod tip and then just
wave it around, making figure eights and
see. Cobia will also tag along with
such. You’ll see the fly line goes everywhere
other sea creatures like sea turtles,
the rod tip goes. The best way to get nice
sharks or manta rays in hopes of pick- narrow loops with your fly line is to make
ing up an easy meal left behind.
your cast with your rod hand traveling in a
Fishing for cobia is a lot like stalkstraight line path to the target and from the
target. If the rod tip follows a domed or coning. And because fish can be hooked
vex path the fly line will travel in a large arc
in close proximity to the boat, often
and you will have wide loops. Wide loops
times the fish are brought along boat
are not ideal if you’re looking for accuracy or
side within seconds of the hook set
distance.
before they really know they are
On the other hand, if the rod tip dips or
hooked. This is no time to bring a fish follows a concave path there is a good
chance the end of the fly line will fall down
on board unless you have a large fish
and cross itself, creating what we call a tailbox open and ready to receive your
ing loop. A crossing or tailing loop will cause
prize, and another angler ready to
the cast to fail and may also tie an overhand
slam the fish box door closed. Cobia
knot in your leader! In addition to the paths
can act very lethargic in the water.
of the rod tip, good loops are formed by
keeping the rod tip traveling in the same
But when boated too soon, they can
plane and not swing out and in when traveldo as much damage to gear as any
fish. Their large tails and broad bodies ing away from the target and back.
Depending on how much line you have out
can be impossible to control and is
and how far you want to cast will help deterbest to wear them down before bringmine the length of your casting stroke,
ing on board.
which is next month’s principle!
Capt. Lawrence Piper is a San Marco
In my opinion, cobia is some of the
resident who fishes out of Amelia Island. He
best fish to eat. The white flaky meat
is a FFF Certified Casting Instructor and a
is easy to cook and does not dry out
member of the First Coast Fly Fishers. The
on the grill like other table-fare fish
FCFF meet the first Monday of the month at
can.
7p.m. at the Southpoint Marriott Hotel.
Because visibility is so important
Capt. Piper can be reached at
www.TheAnglersMark.com, (904) 557-1027
in finding these fish, it is best to wait
or lwpiper@comcast.net.
until the sun is at its highest to eliminate as much glare on the surface as
possible. A good pair of polarized
Want to be featured in an
and UV protected sunglasses is also
good to have.
upcoming ‘Great Outdoors’?
For visibility, I have found the
best time to be on the water is from
Send your pictures, stories and
around 10:30 a.m. until around 3
favorite destinations to
p.m. This mid-day fishing makes it
The Miller Brothers at
easy and enjoyable for everyone.
Nathan@FredMillerGroup.com or
And who knows? Maybe there
will be fresh cobia for dinner.
Ted at Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.

Fly Casting
101
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St. Johns Riverkeeper and EverBank team up to educate

First Mate Ray gives safety instructions to S.P. Livingston Elementary students and their chaperones.)

Students learn it’s their
river to protect
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Despite the chilly start to the early
February morning, 44 excited students
from S.P. Livingston Elementary gathered at Friendship Fountain Park for
instructions from the St. Johns
Riverkeeper’s Education Director,
Jennie Busey. “When I ask ‘Whose
river is this?’ what are you going to
tell me?” she asked. “It’s our river!”
they yelled.

Thanks to a generous grant from
EverBank, these 3rd through 5th
grade students enjoyed a day learning
about one of the region’s most important
natural resources. After a leisurely
boat ride, they docked at Jacksonville
University’s Marine Science Research
Institute for outdoor activities, classroom programs and lunch. The field
trip was the first time many of the
children experienced the St. Johns
River by boat and the first time to
visit a college campus.
Also along for the ride were members of the Jacksonville Sister Cities
Association. Avondale resident

Douglas Coleman, EVP, and Secretary
Tina Daniels of Arlington, were capturing the moments to share the experience through social media with a
school in the Jacksonville Sister City
of Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality,
South Africa. Jacksonville Sister
Cities Association, in conjunction
with S.P. Livingston Elementary
School, is taking steps to participate
in a “ConnectAllSchools” initiative
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Education.
For more information about St.
Johns Riverkeeper, visit www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org and for the JSCA,
visit www.jsca.org.
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Setting up the Kids Spring Garden
Vermi-composting
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
My three-year-old grandson is
already a gardener. He knows that
plants need water when their leaves
curl and that carrots should not be
pulled up hourly to monitor their
growth. He knows the tiny red tomatoes he loves to pop into his mouth
come from Publishers Clearing House.
How?
Harry has seen me drop the ubiquitous Clearing House Sweepstakes
forms and assorted other junk mail
into my home paper shredder, a device
he calls Vivi’s dragon. The dragon
makes a wonderful grinding noise as it
viciously shreds its captives. If smoke
would only come out of its insertion
slit, it would be perfect.
Some time ago, to prepare for our

kitchen level. Crushed egg shells, coffee grounds, banana peels, veggie
Spring garden, we opened the dragon’s scraps, dryer lint, some soy inked junk
mail – items that would normally go
belly and removed the paper shreds
into the landfill
and took them to
– go into the
the Castle
bin. Rich in
Vermalot, our
nitrogen and
worm bin. There
phosphorus, the
we moistened
black castings
shredded paper,
(aka worm
mixed it with a
poop) come out
cup of leftover
of the bin to be
compost and
spread around
plopped in a cup
the plants or
of worms. Every
mixed 1 part
few weeks, we
castings to 5
have emptied the
parts water to
worm bin’s high
make a worm
quality fertilizer
tea, a non-burninto the Earth
Landscape architect Jake Ingram of Riverside shares the
ing fertilizer for
Box that holds
worm farm with a Daisy Scout troop.
flowers and
seedlings of
veggies.
Harry’s favorite edible, the Juliet
For adults, making a worm bin is
tomato. Sweepstakes to sweetness is
much
easier than producing most sciwhat Harry sees happening.
ence
fair
projects. Classes on worm
Worm bins support recycling at the
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bin creation are held periodically at
UF Extension on McDuff Avenue.
Videos abound on YouTube.
The simplest worm bin is merely a
plastic dish pan with a piece of weed
cloth draped over the top of it.
Moistened shredded paper is placed in
the pan along with a little starter compost and a cup of worms. These
worms are NOT garden worms or
those who crawl out onto the sidewalk
to be turned into stiffened vermi-sculptures. Compost worms are red wigglers (Eisinia foetida) that can sometimes be begged from fellow gardeners, purchased at bait shops or ordered
online by searching “Find Worms”.
After the worms have turned the
paper shreds into gardeners’ gold, all
food is placed in one corner of the bin
and the worms migrate toward the
food and leave the rest of the casting
pile for use. It couldn’t be easier. And,
quite frankly, finding a use for junk
mail is a huge bonus.

Get green at The Cummer for Garden Month Florida Park Service has an app for that!
What do artists and authors, musicians and historians, and beekeepers and
riverkeepers have in common? During March, they’re all part of Garden
Month at The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens. In addition to classes,
concerts, lectures and lessons, area residents will have the opportunity to
enjoy garden bounty at The Cummer’s first Farm to Table dining experience
(Mar. 27, 6-9 p.m.) or take tea with Chief Curator Holly Keris (Mar. 20-21 at
1:30 p.m.) while learning about Italian and English Gardens.
For event reservations, call (904) 899-6038. For class
reservations, call (904) 355-0630.
There will be plenty of free events, open to the public and held in Hixon
Auditorium, including lectures on “Native Plants in Garden Design” (Mar. 5,
6:30 p.m.), “The Art of Gardening Within the Natural Order” (Mar. 12, 7
p.m.), “The Olmsted Garden” (Mar. 19, 7 p.m.) and “Living the River
Friendly Life” (Mar. 26, 6:30 p.m.).

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Florida Park
Service has released a new, free smartphone app, an interactive guide gives
users access to Florida’s 171 state parks, trails and historic sites. The app is
complete with detailed information about campgrounds, amenities, facility
maps, directions and so much more.
The Florida State Parks Pocket Ranger® app is available now on iTunes
and Android Market by searching “Official Florida State Parks” and is identified under ParksByNature Network. It is also available on PocketRanger.com
and is formatted as a Mobile Website:
http://fl.pocketranger.com.
New features such as GeoChallenge games and a photo share option will
be added in the coming months. Follow FLStateParks on Facebook and
Twitter for the latest updates.

Locally Grown. Community Driven.

1872 RIBAULT CT
$799,500
Beautifully restored brick 2-story in Historic
Avondale, 5/3/1, 3700sf, private patio & yard

3535 RIVERSIDE AVE
$499,000
Charming two-story near the shops of
Avondale, 4/3, 3000sf, bright & spacious

4237 RAPALLO RD
$225,999
Spacious updated 3/2 in Venetia Manor;
huge family room, renovated kitchen

4055 MCGIRTS BLVD
$326,000
Immaculate 3/2 on a beautiful lot, 2160sf,
2-car garage, perfect Ortega location

Contact us today! MillerBrothers@FredMillerGroup.com
Ted Miller, REALTOR®: 904.463.1731
Nathan Miller, REALTOR®: 904.465.3001
To view all properties for sale in our MLS,
YLVLW)UHG0LOOHU*URXSFRP_2I¿FH

April 6th & 7th, 2013
Saturday & Sunday
10am - 5pm
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March proclaimed St. Johns River Month by Mayor Brown

Protecting the river begins
at home
It’s officially St. Johns River
Month, as proclaimed by Mayor Alvin
Brown and the 18th annual St. Johns
River Cleanup & Celebration on
Saturday, Mar. 16, is Jacksonville’s
kick-off event for the Florida Great
American Cleanup. Even if you’re not
a swimmer, boater or otherwise lover
of our waterways, cleaning up the St.
Johns doesn’t just include picking up

trash along the shoreline of the river
and its tributaries.
Protecting our river begins at our
homes and businesses and involves
preventing trash and pollution from
reaching our waterways in the first
place.
Stormwater that runs off rooftops,
driveways, sidewalks, parking lots and
streets picks up litter, debris, motor
oil, lawn chemicals and pet waste
along the way, before entering storm
drains and our river and its tributaries
– untreated. Fortunately, there are
many ways to be River Friendly to
prevent stormwater, protect our river
and enhance our community.
• Create a River Friendly Yard.
Use less fertilizer and chemicals and
plant native or drought-tolerant plants
to reduce runoff and help prevent algal
blooms and fish kills in the St. Johns.
• Allow only rain down the drain.
Keep gutters and storm drains free of
litter, lawn clippings, leaves, fertiliz-

St. Johns Riverkeeper Eco-Heritage Boat Trips
Sign up now while there’s still room to enjoy a two-day trip on the St. Johns
River. The Eco-Heritage Boat Trip includes stops along the way to visit Blue
Springs and Hontoon Island State Park, and fascinating speakers and historical
re-enactors. Join Lisa Rinaman, the St. Johns Riverkeeper, will be joined by Bill
Belleville, author of “River of Lakes”; Bill Dreggors, folk historian from
Volusia; and Wayne and Jane Sims, who portray naturalist William Bartram and
author Constance Woolson.
Choose Palatka to Sanford Apr. 11-12 or Sanford to Palatka Apr. 13-14. Each
journey includes overnight accommodations, boat travel, ground transportation,
speakers and catered lunches for $350 per person. For more details, contact
Shannon Blankenship, Outreach Director, at (904) 256-7613 or
Shannon@stjohnsriverkeeper.org, or visit www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org/
events/boat-trips.

ers, and chemicals. Storm drains lead
directly to the river. Clogged drains
can also contribute to problems with
flooding.
• Slow it down. Redirect downspouts to discharge water onto grassy
areas, gardens or beds where it can
soak into the ground instead of running off of driveways and sidewalks
into storm drains.
• Install a rain barrel. Rain barrels
conserve water and help prevent runoff
that can wash fertilizers and chemicals
down storm drains and into our waterways.
• Avoid toxic chemicals. Chemicals
can enter our river or groundwater
when they leak, are poured or flushed
down the drain or toilet, or are discarded into a landfill. In Jacksonville,
take household hazardous waste and ewaste to the city’s Household
Hazardous Waste Facility at 2675
Commonwealth Ave. Hours of operation are Tuesday through Saturday, 8

a.m. until 5 p.m. For more information, call (904) 387-8847.
• Scoop the poop. Our pets’ waste
can wash into waterways and contribute to the fecal bacteria pollution
problem in our creeks.
• Maintain vehicles. Leaking fluids
can wash into our waterways. Keep
your vehicles running efficiently to
reduce air pollution and prevent leaks.
• Use water wisely. Install low-flow
fixtures in our houses or businesses,
fix leaks, and water lawns and plants
only when needed.
• Plant a tree. Trees reduce
stormwater runoff by capturing and
storing rainfall, improve air quality,
reduce heating and cooling costs, provide wildlife habitat, increase property
values and beautify the
neighborhood.
Learn more River Friendly tips by
visiting www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org/
river-friendly.

Take a river-friendly
bike tour
See some great examples of local residents living the river-friendly life.
On Saturday, Mar. 30, the tour starts at Riverside Avondale Preservation
(2623 Herschel Street) at 9;15 a.m., with the first stop at The Cummer
Museum of Art & Gardens for an exclusive behind-the-scenes garden tour of
the new installation of native plants and organic gardening practices. Then,
tour some of Riverside’s best river-friendly yards and gardens. Cost is $10
with your own bike or $40 to rent. You must register with e2ride Bike Tours
to attend: www.e2ride.com or call (904) 945-1571. For more information,
visit www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org/events/river-friendly-bike-tour/.
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We've heard that after buying a home
and a car, the most important big-ticket
purchase one can
make is buying
flooring. And it's
not just something we walk on.
In fact, it's one of
the most thoughtout purchases a
person can make
for a home (at
least, it should be).
It’s often the first thing people notice
about someone else’s house, whether
they realize it or not. You can showcase
cleanliness and personal flair at a glance,
depending on what style and type of flooring you choose.
It isn’t an easy decision, full of variables and what-ifs, and that’s why people
like Jason Judge and Chris Jackson of
The Carpet Man are here to help.
Jackson, owner of The Carpet Man, has
been in the flooring business for more
than 29 years. With locations on Beach

Boulevard, Philips Highway and Wells
Road, the company can offer a wide
range of diverse flooring options, from carpeting, hardwood,
tiling, and vinyl to area
rugs. Jackson boasts
a 24,000-square-foot
showroom at the
Wells Road location;
it's the largest single
facility for carpet and
carpet cleaning in all of
Florida.
Jackson offers some friendly advice for
first-time flooring buyers: Educate yourselves on the product and shop around.
He urges customers to learn more about
the investment they are making for their
home and to visit his showrooms to
expand their knowledge of the possibilities. The impressive warehouse is neatly
organized and is easily maneuverable,
making it less intimidating for the consumer than other constructed carpet
showrooms.

The Carpet Man stocks various grades
of carpet and flooring options, ranging
from wool — the Rolls Royce of carpet
material, — to more economical choices,
such as polyester and nylon, which are
colorful and durable.
Jason Judge, The
Carpet Man cleaning
supervisor, has helped
thousands of area
homes sparkle. If his
money-back guarantee
isn’t motivation enough
to visit him at one of the
three locations, his nogimmick and honest policy will get you to contact
him for all your floor-cleaning needs. The
team at The Carpet Man has an infectious
enthusiasm for what they do; it's apparent
they have a lot of pride in building customer relationships. They're even gracious enough to share some helpful tips
on how to maintain your carpet after the
patina may have worn off: Always take off
your shoes, wear socks, and try not to

PAGE 23

over-use what they refer to as ‘box store’
cleaning products — a simple white cloth
and good old-fashioned water does the
trick most of the time. When in doubt,
give Jason a call to come save the day!
Jason Judge
sports a threequarter-ton Ford
van for his carpet
cleaning adventures and has
been in the business for more
than 16 years,
serving the
greater
Jacksonville area,
including Resident territories of San
Marco and Riverside. He offers free
cleaning options for Realtors and the best
in quality removal of dirt, pet stains and
grime. Using steam and hot water-extraction, The Carpet Man is able to renew
most any type of flooring, making it
appear brand-new, without the brand-new
price.

The Carpet Man is located at 9776 Beach Boulevard (240-1312) and 9475 Philips Highway (363-6280), both in Jacksonville's
Southside area, and at 1988 Wells Road (272-8430) in Orange Park. Call them today for a bright, clean floor tomorrow!

We just want to say THANK YOU IRUDQDPD]LQJÀUVW\HDURIEXVLQHVV
&URVE\'HVLJQVLVWKULOOHGWREHLQWKH$YRQGDOHQHLJKERUKRRG
:HVRDSSUHFLDWHWKRVHZKRVXSSRUWXV
,I\RXKDYHQ·WEHHQE\SOHDVHFRPHYLVLW

A boutique that mixes transitional with traditional!

www.ShopCrosbyDesigns.com
4000-4 St. Johns Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32205
683.8683

. gifts . Lamps . Pictures . Mirrors . Accessories . Upholstery . Reupholstery . Drapery . Living Room . Bedroom . Dining Room .
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GoGIVERS
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Mac McGehee and his wife Terri
actively support and volunteer for several community organizations, including Project SOS, Inc. which they first
started helping in the late 1990s. Mac,
a strong believer in the mission of the
organization and its founder, Pam
Mullarkey, said the concept of reaching youth with positive life messages
delivered by young adults close to
their own age can transform lives.
Project SOS also offers programs for
couples and youth and celebrates its
20th anniversary this year.
“I believe in SOS. Anyone who has
been around kids and schools starts to
see where some of them may not be
getting everything they need, whether
it be in academics or life lessons,” he
said. “There is much more to a complete education than just arithmetic or
English and as a father of three
daughters doing the best I can to raise
them I understand those challenges.”
McGehee has seen the Project SOS
young adult-led assemblies reach
exponential numbers of youth with
messages he describes in two ways.
First there is the importance of showing youth how to recognize what are
the right choices in life, and then to
give them the tools and information
necessary to actually handle difficult
situations or peer pressure.

“Teens today get
enough wrong information about sex, alcohol and drugs. When I
first was told about SOS I thought it
was a great concept...why not help an
organization that offers positive information and options. It’s not adults
telling kids what to do, it is other
young adults standing up and using
skits or sharing their personal stories
from the heart to reach out. It is
impressive the number of kids SOS
has reached in its 20-year history. The
lessons they are sharing might not
have ever been communicated if not
for these programs going into the
schools,” he said.
The McGehees are parents of three
daughters Mackenzie,15, who is in
ninth-grade, homeschooled and participates in Jacksonville K-Life youth
activities and their older daughters
Ashley Ann, 20 and Courtney, 25. The
family has lived in the Lakewood area
for ten years and also owns a horse
farm on St. Augustine Road. Mac was
born and raised in the Westside and
cheerfully refers to himself as the redneck of the family. He is executive
vice president of the family business,
Mac Papers, Inc.
Eldest daughter Courtney also
works at Mac Papers in the E
Marketing Department. She is active
in her church, The Church of Eleven
22, which started as a service at
Beach United Methodist Church.
Eleven 22 refers to the passage in the
Bible, Mark 11:22: “...and Jesus
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Mac McGehee

answered...have faith in God.”
Mac may describe himself as the
bona fide redneck but Terri grew up
riding horses and manages their horse
barn where out of the 20 horses, half
are theirs and the rest are boarders.
Daughter Ashley Ann rides for Baylor
University Equestrian Team, Division
1 NCAA/Hunter Seat. Her team holds
the 2012 National Collegiate
Equestrian Championship title.
The McGehees support several
community organizations: St.
Vincent’s Foundation, Florida State
College Scholarships, Campus
Crusade for Christ, Athletes in Action,
First Coast Women’s Services, K Life
Jacksonville, American Heart
Association, Dreams Come True and
their church Christian Family Chapel.
During his free time Mac enjoys
club racing with the Porsche Club of
America, primarily Porsche GT3 Cup
Cars and more recently in the Grand
Am Continental Tire Sports Car
Series in his Porsche Boxster. He has

also participated and raced in the
Rolex 24 at Daytona.
“Terri and I believe that we have
been blessed far beyond our needs
and that God has given us opportunities so that we may help others,” Mac
said. “We strongly believe in the
Bible’s principles as a blueprint for
living and as the foundation behind
what we support and teach our children. We strive to support like-minded
organizations.”
In celebration of its 20th anniversary, Project SOS will hold a comedy
and dining fundraiser, Twenty Years
of Growing Great Generations of
Youth, Mar. 16 at 6 p.m. at the
Sawgrass Marriott Hotel. The evening
will also include entertainment with a
silent and live auction in support of
Project SOS programs.
For tickets, group reservations or
more information visit the website
at rojectsos.com or call
(904) 296-9950.
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FORWARD

Another graduating class from the “Why Knot” program offered by Project SOS with instructors Coy and
Michelle Malone (fourth couple from the left)

How can you help?
Editor’s note: This month The Resident
offers another opportunity that we hope
inspires residents to be change-makers
for community good. “How can you
help?” profiles a local nonprofit organization and showcase ways to support
it. It is our sincerest hope that by creating awareness of local needs, we can
all help generate positive solutions,
funds and help for those in our community who deserve it most.

Organization:
Project SOS, Inc.
Mission: Project SOS, Inc. is committed to strengthening families by
empowering parents and educating
youth to make healthy life choices.

Project SOS provides youth programs
throughout Jacksonville area schools.
The programs include youth development and edutainment in areas such
as bullying, teen pregnancy, healthy
choices, goal setting and boundaries.
Project SOS also offers healthy relationship skills by providing relationship workshops to at-risk families.
The workshops teach communication,
financial and parenting skills in order
to help individuals, couples and families learn how to happy successful and
healthy relationships.
Opportunities to Help: Project SOS
has a variety of opportunities for partners and parents to learn more about
youth culture, as well as opportunities
to volunteer, serve and invest in future
generations. To learn how you can be
a part, call (904) 296-9950. To
donate, visit http://projectsos.com/
donate-now-project-sos/
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Making sure the knot stays tied
Project SOS invests in
healthy marriages
As a nonprofit celebrating 20 years,
Project SOS is thrilled when couples from its
“Why Knot” marriage communications program reach an anniversary milestone one
year at a time.
Learning solid communication skills is
what’s behind the “Why Knot” program and,
contrary to the early days of a couple’s relationship, the program does come with an
instruction manual, which provides examples
and exercises in communication.
The program began six years ago with a
federal grant and celebrates a graduating
class every month. Structured either one
weeknight for eight weeks or four Saturdays
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in a row, low income couples attend for free,
receive a meal and enjoy free childcare at the
program’s venue.
Founder and CEO Pam Mullarkey, Ph.D.,
can’t stress enough how strengthening marriages is what will eventually reduce the economic burden of single-parent welfare. That’s
why they make a big deal out of each course
completion. “Every graduating class is celebrated,” she said. “And couples are mentored for another six months.”
The “Why Knot” program is held at various locations around Jacksonville to make it
convenient for the couples, who can also
attend monthly booster sessions following
graduation. The Project SOS office is located
at 745 Baymeadows Way; call
(904) 296-9950 for information.

PAGE 26

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

MARCH 2013
Mrs. McNeill’s Fifth Grade
Class from Southside
Grammar School, 1953

Marsha
Leibo Pollock
& Deborah
Mizrahi Katz
PART 1 – THE ELEMENTARY tance with the car. It was actually
less than a mile, a fact that got a
SCHOOL YEARS
BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
There is nothing sweeter than
childhood friendships. Marsha Leibo
Pollock and Deborah Mizrahi Katz go
way, way back – all the way back to
grade school. They were both born
and raised here, and they have stayed
close. Katz recently retired and moved
back to Jacksonville after 38 years in
Massachusetts. Recently the two old
friends sat down over coffee and reminisced about the good old days.
Pollock moved to Holly Lane, in
the heart of San Marco, when she was
four. Katz and her family lived on
Largo, in the house her parents built.
They both agree that it was sheltered and simple growing up then –
when children prayed in school every
day, frequented local shops after
school and freely roamed the neighborhoods.
Katz and Pollock met at Southside
Grammar in first or second grade.
Katz remembers walking to school
every day, and it felt like miles. Once,
when she and her children were in
town for a visit, they clocked the dis-

good laugh from the whole family!
“I came to Southside Grammar
because Hendricks didn’t have a
lunchroom, and that seemed important to me as a child,” chuckled
Pollock.
“When Marcia forgot her lunch,
her maid would go to the deli and
bring her a sandwich,” added Katz.
The two had a lot in common,
including family businesses.
Pollock’s family owned Leibo’s
Big & Tall shop on Bay Street in
Downtown Jacksonville. Katz’s dad
was an architect who worked with
Roy Benjamin. The elephant house at
the zoo was among the buildings he
designed. However, when her grandfather died around 1941, Katz’s father
began moonlighting at the Mizrahi
family store, the French Novelty shop
– so named because anything French
was “in” and novelties were new and
exciting.
The girls spent a lot of time at
establishments in San Marco Square –
watching movies at the San Marco
Theatre when their moms had bridge
games or plans with friends, going to
the bowling alley, buying Cutex lipstick at the Five & Dime (it was Kress
and then Peterson’s later), and having

lunch at Jack’s Delicatessen –
owned by Katz’s Uncle Jack.
“We had a lot of prominent people
for neighbors. Everyone had a family
business or a professional degree, like
doctors or lawyers,” said Pollock.
“Our lives were a lot like the movie
‘The Help,’ but we had a great relationship with the people who worked
for us.”
“Our maid Lizzie worked for our
family from the time she was 15,
when I was 18 months old. She lived
with us for 18 years until she left to
get married. We enclosed our sun
porch into a room for her,” said Katz.
“We had no air conditioning in our
house, just a few window units for the
back rooms of the house because it

Free tax service from AARP is available for seniors
When you don’t have hundreds of dollars to pay to get your
taxes filed, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide may be able to help. The
organization provides free tax filing services for people with low
and moderate income, and while special attention is given to
those who are age 60 and older, you do not need to be a member of AARP to take advantage of this service. With a team of
trained, certified volunteers working at 13 sites in the
Jacksonville area, Tax-Aide will you help with your 1040 tax
return as well as most IRS forms and schedules.

Be sure to bring Social Security cards for you and all
dependents, photo IDs, and all relevant tax forms and receipts
(W-2, SSA-1099, etc.) as well as your 2011 tax return. If you
would like your refund deposited directly into your checking
account, you will also need to bring a blank check.
To find a location nearest you, and the hours of operation,
call 1-888-AARPNOW (1-888-227-7669) or go to
www.aarp.org/taxaide.

wouldn’t look good to have one in the
front. Our attic fan was always running, but it just brought in the humidity. And we always left the front
screen door open to catch a breeze. I
remember the house having to be
painted often because of the mildew.”
The Mizrahi family was one of the
first on the block to have a television,
and every day at 5:15 the living room
would start filling up with kids.
Howdy Doody and the Mickey Mouse
Club were some of the favorite shows.
Both families had houses at the
beach in the summers, and they spent
a lot of time riding rides and playing
games at the boardwalk. The girls
were always warned to “be careful of
the sailors” who frequented the area.
Childhood was safe and carefree,
including spend-the-night parties at
the Roosevelt Hotel where a friend
lived (her father was hotel manager,
and it was “just like Eloise.”).
“It was a magical time,” said
Pollock.
Next time, the ladies talk about
The High School Years and Beyond.
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Join us for a full month of special events,
including: speakers, demonstrations, workshops,
exhibits, a fashion show and a garden concert that
all pay tribute to The Cummer Gardens.
For more information and reservations, call Kim
Pomar at (904) 899-6038 or visit www.cummer.org.

Stop Wasting Money Each
Month on Plumbing Problems!

829 Riverside Ave. | Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.356.6857 | cummer.org

TheCummerMuseum

@CummerMuseum

Delivery to Your Home
or Business!
Your FULL SERVICE
neighborhood pharmacy,
and specialists
in compounded
medications.

They won’t be a problem when you call US!
With our team of 24-hour service professionals, we can be
there day or night to help keep your life and your faucets
ﬂowing. After all, you’ve got more important things to do
than worry about plumbing problems!
Residential
&
Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
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15% OFF
Mention this ad for a
15% discount.
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(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com
State Cert. #CFC056489

Call Gary Roberts Today!

www.SouthBankRX.com

904.398.9660

Located at 1625 Atlantic Blvd (corner of Atlantic & Arcadia)
Serving San Marco, Riverside, Southside, Downtown and outlying areas
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Courthouse doors challenging for the disabled
BY CAREN BURMEISTER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Duval County Courthouse’s
tall, heavy doors can be challenging
to open, even for an abled-bodied
person. But for someone who uses a
wheelchair or walker, it can seem
insurmountable.
“Due to their [the doors] size and
weight, they’re very difficult to
open,” said Sharon Hoffmeyer, a
member of the Mayor’s Disability
Council. An elderly person or someone who uses a wheelchair would
probably have to wait for a kind person to come by and open it for you,
she said.
The doors appear to meet the
American with Disabilities Act
building codes in that exterior doors
don’t exceed more than 8.5 pounds
of force to open and interior doors
don’t exceed more than 5 pounds of
force.
But they still leave a lot of room
for improvement, Hoffmeyer said.
That’s why she and other people
with disabilities applaud a recent
decision by Jacksonville Mayor
Alvin Brown to install automatic or
power-assisted doors to improve
courthouse access.
“As members of the Mayor’s

what’s right for all people.”
Disability Council we commend
Hoffmeyer, a
your unwavering
commitment to the
[Mayor] Brown has Westside resident who
recently evaluated the
disability communiauthorized the city to new courthouse and
ty,” the council said
made recommendations
in a recent letter to
pay
to
improve
access
to the mayor, said, “It’s
the mayor. “It is
a great step forward for
with sincere gratito 112 courthouse
anyone with a disability.
tude and appreciadoors and seek any For us, it makes sure
tion that we are able
every resident in
to work alongside
repayment that could that
Duval County has
your administration
access to the courton a common vision
be due from the
house.”
to make Jacksonville
courthouse
contractor.
There are roughly
a great place to live.”
92,000 people in Duval
Brown has authorCounty who have physiized the city to pay
cal or mental disabilito improve access to
“Public
buildings
must
be
ties that make it diffi112 courthouse
doors and seek any
accessible to all people cult to live independently, according to data
repayment that could
who need them.
from the 2008-2010
be due from the
American Community
courthouse
The public expects
Survey.
contractor.
They are represented
The $350 million
its elected leaders to
by Mayor’s Disability
courthouse opened
step forward, solve
Council, which has 13
in June 2012.
“Public buildings
problems and do what’s members appointed to
help improve the quality
must be accessible to
of life for the full specall people who need
right for all people.”
trum of individuals with
them,” Brown said.
Mayor Alvin Brown
disabilities. The council
“The public expects
met in early February
its elected leaders to
step forward, solve problems and do and unanimously voted to endorse

Keep eyes open for new memory
care community in Ortega
Jacksonville developer White Hall Realty Partners and Atlanta-based
senior living management group, The Arbor Company, announced the
development of Arbor Terrace of Ortega, a 48-apartment, 54-bed highly
specialized memory care community set to open in Fall 2013.
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the courthouse door solution.
Presently, the courthouse’s only
automatic doors are the two sets at
either side of the front entrance.
Making all the courthouse doors
automatic or power-assisted goes
above and beyond meeting the code,
said Beth Meyer, Jacksonville’s
coordinator for the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
It costs roughly $3,000 to install a
complete automatic door. So, if
every door in the building were to be
automated the bill could come to
$366,000. But the city doesn’t
expect it to cost that much because
some of the doors have been wired
for automation, Meyer said. In addition, some of the doors entering
bathrooms and judges’ chambers
won’t become automated.
The Mayor’s Disability Council
observed the courthouse over a twoweek period and came up with a
game plan, Meyer said. The process
was more hands-on than is typical
for the council, but she has always
wanted the group to be more
engaged in the process.
“Our council was used the way
they were supposed to be used,”
Meyer said. “It was a great opportunity for everybody.”
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Two safe driving initiatives
launched in Duval County
Campaigns seek to end
distracted driving among
teens and workers

ond annual Teen Safe Driving Video
Contest. Students at three area schools,
including Wolfson High School, heard
a firsthand account from a victim of
distracted driving and were given the
opportunity to sign an online pledge
Distracted driving – that is, driving
for safe driving habits. The video conwhile texting, talking on phones or
test runs through Mar. 31 and public
engaging in other distracting behavior
voting will occur in April.
– is a national epiPrizes include up to $2,000
demic, according
in scholarships, bragging
to Wayne Hogan,
rights and a red carpet
president of
The National Safety
event in May for winners.
Terrell Hogan law
Council
estimates
Visit http://theselfmovefirm. “It’s more
ment.org/teen-safe-driving/
widespread than
that at least 23% of
for more information.
the flu,” he said.
The National Safety
“The use of smartcrashes involve cellCouncil
estimates that at
phones in cars and
phone
use,
which
least 23% of crashes
trucks on the road
involve cellphone use,
dramatically
increases the crash
which increases the crash
increases employrisk by four times if talking
risk by four times if
ers’ potential liaand by up to 23 times if
bility for personal
talking and by up to
texting. While fines and
injuries and
financial settlements
wrongful deaths.”
23 times if texting.
against the employer and
That’s one reathe culpable driver can be
son why the firm
costly, distracted drivers
created a free
may also face criminal
hour-long presentacharges
and
receive prison sentences.
tion, End Distracted Driving Campaign
Recognizing the penalties and other
for the Workforce, to share with busiconsequences, Terrell Hogan’s presennesses and civic groups. The new educational program is an extension of the tation covers risks of distracted driving,
firm’s distracted driving education out- strategies to combat it, and legal liabilities and other serious consequences,
reach that began in area high school in
such as civil liability for personal
Spring 2012.
injury or wrongful death, criminal
Teens are also being targeted again
charges, property damage, loss of a
this year with a video contest in an
license, insurance rate hikes, fines and
effort to reinforce the consequences of
productivity loss. To request a free
distracted driving. Duval County
presentation, visit
Public Schools, Jacksonville Sheriff’s
www.terrellhogan.com or
Office and The SELF Movement
call (904) 722-2228.
recently teamed up to launch the sec-

Terra

San Jose Bolles student advances in
National Merit Scholarship program
Bolles Senior and San Jose resident
Elizabeth Surratt has advanced to finalist
standing in the 2013 National Merit
Scholarship program, based on her PSAT
scores as a junior. All winners of Merit
Scholarship Awards are chosen from the finalist group, based on their abilities, skills, and
accomplishments. Every finalist will compete
for one of 2,500 National Merit $2500
Scholarships that will be awarded on a state
representational basis.

A Deceptively
Simple,
Innovative
Dining Concept
Now Open at
4260 Herschel Street

904-388-9124
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Spring is cooler
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Rock science is hands-on for Bolles students
Photo provided by The Bolles School

and luster,” said Carolyn Houston, science curriculum specialist at Bolles. “Having their own
samples allows students to draw connections
to what we are studying in science away from
school and possibly share with their families
what they are learning.”

Bolles welcomes Spanish exchange students
Lutz, Max Miller, Savannah
Harris and Ashley De
Hechavarria, and junior Malakai
Green.
A full slate of cultural
exchange was planned for the
students during their weeklong
visit. In addition to tours of
downtown Jacksonville and historic St. Augustine, the students
also will have lessons in “Fun
English Idioms,” English conversation and Florida wildlife. The
students stayed with local families to experience the full scope
The Bolles Upper School San Jose
of everyday life in the United States.
Campus community recently welcomed a
Established in 2010, the exchange progroup of exchange students from Colegio
gram between Bolles and CSA has been benSan Agustin (CSA) in Madrid who, with their
eficial and enjoyable for both schools. As part
teacher, arrived in Jacksonville in late
of this year’s program, Bolles students will
January.
travel to Spain for a visit Mar. 15-26.
The students started their Bolles experiBolles students have access to many
ence with a short campus tour by Bolles
global travel
Spanish instrucopportunities
tor and
through the
International
school’s
Programs coordiInternational
nator, Carmen
Programs
Adair. Head of
department.
School Brian
In addition to
Johnson greeted
Madrid,
the group during
Valencia and
an activities hour
Barcelona,
reception in
Spain, trip
Bolles Hall
Photos provided by The Bolles School
destinations
before their field
for the 2012-2013 academic year include a
trip to a local television station. Following a
summer study abroad and educational tour
lunch in the Canteen, the CSA students
program in Salamanca, Spain; an exchange
attended classes with their Bolles host
and educational tour program in Nantes,
friends.
France; an exchange and educational tour
Bolles host students include freshman
program in Qingdao-Beijing, China, and an
Maria Muzaurieta, sophomores Allison Baker,
exchange program in Tokyo, Japan.
Tanvi Madkaiker, Elena Thompson, Gabrielle

Third-graders on Bolles Lower School
Whitehurst Campus have been studying hard
things: rocks and minerals. Diamond Dell, a
special trailer outfitted to look like a real mining
shaft and flume, brought practical application
to their classwork as students panned for minerals and created their own collection to take
home.
“In class, we will use samples of many of
the minerals they discovered to study the
properties of minerals like streak, hardness,

Hendricks Avenue Elementary participated
in the Jacksonville City Scholastic Chess
Tournament on Feb 9. Both the K-2nd grade
team and the 3rd-5th grade team placed 1st in
their respective team division. Also, in the individual category for K-2nd grade players,

congratulations to Parker R for receiving 2nd
place, Gavin H 3rd place, Jeffrey T 4th place,
and Mateo Z 5th place. In the individual category for 3rd-5th grade players, congratulations
to Kian A for 2nd place, Andrew L for 3rd
place, and Max G for 4th place.
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Episcopal School of Jacksonville student
winner in Rotary speech competition
San Jose Episcopal Day School Arts Day
Amelia and Isabelle at 2013 Art Day; Photos by Erica Kirk

San Jose Episcopal Day School’s athletic
field was transformed early last month into a
replica of an African village, complete with a
marketplace, African Painted House and a jewel
mine, continuing one of its most popular traditions – Art Day.
Students spent an entire day completely
immersed in the rich culture of Africa, which was
kicked off with a performance by African folklorists Orisirisi, including stories and songs
component of San Jose’s Global
using the Yoruba, Ibo
Studies curriculum. Throughout the
and Hausa dialects
2012-2013 academic year SJEDS
from Nigeria. A spestudents have been studying the
cial art project and
continent of Africa. San Jose’s masexperience for Sixth
cot, Jose the Bear, traveled to South
Grade classes was
Africa in September 2012 and shared
conducted by Dustin
his journey with students via social
Harewood, a local
media.
artist and instructor at
Allison participates in 2013 Art Day
Shannon Connell, one of the 2013
FSCJ. Every student
Art
Day
Co-Chairs,
commented, “Art Day Africa
made a galimoto, a traditional African toy vehiwas
an
exciting
experience
that was as informacle made from recycled goods.
tive as it was fun! We hope this event encourPresented entirely by the San Jose Episcopal
aged our children to increase their knowledge of
Parents’ Association, Art Day is an important
this unique and diverse continent.”

Showing
her love
Laila Brown, student at Southside United
Methodist preschool, shows off the Valentine
she made for a member of her family

The winner of the $2,000
Rotary Speech Competition
Scholarship, sponsored by the
South Jacksonville Chapter,
was senior Nathan Rowicki of
Episcopal. The runner up,
awarded a $1,000 Rotary
Speech Competition
Scholarship was Summer
Cuevas, a junior at Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts.
The topic of the five-minute
speeches was this year’s
Rotary International theme,
Summer Cuevas, George Abraham, Alex Morrell, Natalie Higdon, Nathan Rowicki
Peace Through Service, and
and Marijke Boers
Rotary members were the
The Bolles School; Wolfson High School junior
judges.
Alex Morrell and Stanton College Preparatory
Each of the other four participating stusenior George Abraham) won a $500
dents (Natalie Higdon, a senior at Bishop
Scholarship in recognition of having won their
Kenny High School; Marijke Boers, a senior at
school’s intramural speech competition.

San Jose Catholic Middle School sweeps Science Fair
ticipated and vied for one or
more of 14 awards. Sixth grader Olivia Reidy won both 3rd
place in her grade as well as
Best Innovative Project for
Candy Confusion. The students advanced to the
Northeast Florida Regional
Science and Engineering Fair,
where 24 students participated
among 391 entries, and five
students were first place winScience teachers Trena Dinsmore (far left) and Carla Chin (right rear) with
the nine Science Fair winners
ners who will advance to the
state competition.
Science Fair projects with catchy names
The state team members also won addilike Candy Confusion, Girls Beat the Heat, and
tional awards: Eliana Namen received two
Corn is King and Cane is Able were more than
awards for her Zoology project and Ally
just fun. They were award winning projects for
Schneider won two for her Chemistry project;
nine students at San Jose Catholic Middle
John Alexander’s Behavioral and Social
School who participated in the 2013 Diocesan
Sciences project won one award as did
Science Fair hosted at Bishop Snyder High
Thomas Ossi’s Earth Science and Jasmine
School last month.
Essa’s Environmental Science projects.
Eighty-three students from 13 schools par-
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Landon College Prep names
Ambassadors for Leadership
BY DAVID G. COOK
Each year the faculty at Julia Landon
College Preparatory and Leadership
Development School nominate young leaders
from the student body to serve as ambassa-

Ashley Caliel

dors for the program. These bright students
represent the school at various events throughout the year, particularly during Magnet
season.
In January and February, school choice
becomes a hot topic in Duval County. Our
ambassadors volunteer at the school choice
expo, lead tours of the campus and present
our program to elementary schools around the
district. The main feature of our campus tour is
a multimedia presentation in the auditorium,
which is co-written by select ambassadors to
reflect their experience. Working with administrators and the magnet lead teachers, they
craft a series of dialogs and perform them in
front of a packed house. They describe the
academic and extracurricular programs with
wit and authenticity.
Ambassador and performer Sarah
McWilliams writes: “Being an Ambassador is
an experience I will never forget. When you

convey to others the importance of
building a strong leader, the feeling of
pride you get is irreplaceable. When
you make people smile, you feel an
overwhelming sense of gratitude.
Helping others is key and by being an
ambassador, you help others every
day. You learn the true meaning of
School ambassador Sarah McWilliams, second from left
what a leader really is.”
Two-time ambassador Ashley Caliel
questions that the audience may have.
writes: “I enjoy being able to help everyone out
Basically, make sure you know as much as you
that comes to the tours, especially the incomcan about the school!
ing students. I know that when I went on a tour
The ambassador program can benefit
in 5th grade, I was really nervous, and so I can
young leaders by allowing them to do a benefionly hope that I am able to calm the nerves of
cial thing for their school. It’s always a fun
everyone coming on a tour for the first time.
experience, so it motivates students to want to
Being an ambassador is challenging because
help out and give back to the school communiyou have to do a lot of thinking on the spot!
ty. Being an ambassador helps you to practice
(That's exciting of course, but still a little diffiall of the leadership skills that you are going to
cult!) You can prepare a script all you want, but
need later on down the road, and I love every
you have to be able to quickly answer any
second of it!”

Lego teams build victory by the block
Row 1: Cassidy Nguyen,
James Mullaney, Ethan
Callahan, Lucas Williams,
Phillip Roussin, Natalie
Alexander, Lily El
Hassan, Jasmine Essa.
Row 2: Addison Glisson,
Francisco Gallo, Tyler
Chin, Joseph Porkert,
Hunter Halloran, Jacob
Meyer, Jimmy Dinsmore.
Row 3:
Seth Hayden, Liam
Regan, Henna Awad,
Isabel Snow

Trena Dinsmore and Carla Chin coached the
San Jose Trojans and the San Jose Trojans 8
Lego Robotics teams to victory this year. The
teams competed in three First Lego League
Tournaments in the 2012-2013 season.
The theme this year was Senior Solutions

Students’ jam
donation a
sweet gesture
Assumption Catholic School celebrated Catholic Schools Week by
collecting 200 jars of jam to help
stock the Catholic Charities food
bank. Helping load the jam, left to
right: Mason McGovern, Patrick
Tucker, Mark Mori, Madelyn Debski,
and Isabella Bedoya.

Challenge requiring teams to create innovative
products for Senior Citizens. There were 500
teams in Florida and our teams finished in the
top 30%, each receiving a regional bid to the
state qualifying tournament. It was definitely an
exciting season!

LOOK WHO’S
ROARING
BACK TO LIFE.

Forget "one size fits all." Sylvan is
the perfect fit.
All students have different
strengths and weaknesses,
different motivators and learning
paces. At Sylvan we embrace each
child’s uniqueness by tailoring a
learning plan to meet every
student’s exact needs.

With Sylvan Insight™, we take personal learning to a new level.
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READING, MATH, WRITING, STUDY SKILLS, ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY, FCAT TEST PREP, SAT/ACT TEST PREP & MORE

St. Comforting
Everything the doctor said was a blur after one patient
with a heart condition found out she might also have breast
cancer. That was until she met Breast Health Advocate
Elizabeth J. Frketic who went above and beyond to turn
fear into hope. This patient wrote to tell us “the most
comforting and caring person was holding my arm” and
“a cloud was lifted from my mind.” At St.Vincent’s, Elizabeth
is more than a Breast Health Advocate.She’s a hand holder, a
shoulder to lean on, a tear wiper and, most of all, a friend.This
patient referred to her as an angel. We couldn’t agree more.

Above. Beyond. Because.

jaxhealth.com

F o r m o r e o n h o w S t . V i n c e n t ’s H e a l t h C a r e g o e s a b o v e a n d b e y o n d ,
visit jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code with your smar tphone.

