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Last month fifth grade
students from Ruth Upson
Elementary donned blue rubber
gloves and scoured the grounds of
Memorial Park for trash.
“When we first met at the park students
learned about the St. Johns River,
discussed its importance to the
Jacksonville community and
then discussed potential
threats to its health,”
said Jennie Busey, education director for the
St. Johns
Riverkeeper. “Then
we cleaned up
the park! They
did a great job
collecting three
full bags and

had a good time doing it.” The Rainforest
Alliance, in a partnership with 25 participating Duval
County Schools, provides curricula and resources to
help students understand how rainforests contribute
to our collective well-being and how their everyday actions can affect this ecosystem. According
to Busey, the program provides a global perspective
on the importance of
protecting the world’s
natural resources and gives
students opportunities for
direct action. St. Johns
Riverkeeper provides one of
the “Local Action
Projects” in which
schools can
participate.

See more stories
about Jr. Residents
on page 42

Steering committee to
address parking issues
in Riverside/Avondale
Moratorium on new
business approvals
suggested until
study complete
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Jennie Busey, Education
Director of the St. Johns
Riverkeeper, with Ruth
Upson Elementary School
5th graders Aryana Thomas
and Mekilya Smith.

Taft Alexander, Ackerly Bonstelle, Amber Vaden, Rohin and Beth Tagra, (in back) Daniel Adler, Priyanka Ghosh-Murthy and Ragu Murthy

Bootleggers, history buffs and Riverside Avondale Preservation supporters came out if full regalia,
complete with period costumes fit for any Gatsby-esque affair. Cask fermented whiskies, cocktails
and fine hors d’oeuvres made for an eventful evening at the Good Shepherd Church’s Worsham Hall
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .See more photos page
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The challenge of finding
parking in one of the historic districts can seem, at
times, to be nothing short of
herculean. The analogy is
appropriate because what
the Jacksonville Community
Planning Division may have
originally thought to be a
simple study could turn out
to be a multi-faceted issue.
Former Avondale resident
Martha Moore, project consultant for Ghyabi and
Associates, is assisting the
City of Jacksonville
Planning and Development
Department with the study
which addresses current and
future parking issues around
The Shoppes of Avondale
and the Park & King streets
retail area.
Ghyabi and Associates
limited the study to a 16block area around The
Shoppes of Avondale and a
19-block area around the

I N S I D E

intersection of Park and
King. Those boundaries
capture the commercial
areas where visitors come
and where residents have
concerns.
The intent of the parking
study is to 1) acquire data
about existing parking and
land use, 2) analyze parking
utilization and turnover, 3)
create a mobility circulation
inventory in each area, 4)
determine capacity for
future parking demands and
5) develop actions, costs
and strategies to implement
the recommendations.
At the May 2 steering
committee kickoff meeting
the members brought up
more concerns and issues
than what Ghyabi and
Associates were commissioned to study.
The committee is comprised of business owners
and residents, and Kay
Ehas, transportation chair
for Riverside Avondale
Preservation, was named
chair for the steering committee, while Riverside
attorney Tommy Donahoo
took the vice chair position.
Moore said the study will
See
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Speaking out about Commander redevelopment
In response to last month’s article
regarding the plan to tear down the
Commander apartments, it seems that
most of the neighbors’ reaction to the proposed zoning change has been negative.
This public airing of the plan is to help
determine if it is a good plan for the
County, with a minimum of negative
impact legitimate concerns. Mr. Balanky,
the developer, has already determined that
there is a market for such a complex in
this fine neighborhood waterfront location.
He also knows that it qualifies for infill on
existing infrastructure as opposed to
“sprawl”, and that the good schools in the
area is part of the appeal…which assures
demand for those that can afford these
units.
Another consideration, in this day and
age, is the nearness to downtown along a
major transit corridor. Despite the accommodation for automobile parking, part of
the appeal of this kind of “live, work and
play” development is to be able to walk
and bicycle, or to use public
transit.
I am a big fan of the revitalization of
downtown and consider such a development to be a complement to the evolution
of the core city. Downtown is ripe for
appeal to more affordable workforce housing which can take advantage of the natural demand for talented singles that seek
out an urban setting with opportunities and

connectivity to networking, higher schooling and access to recreation. The creation
of such a central workforce would be a
boon to the economy of the entire region.
Maybe Mr. Balanky should be able to have
his way here on the westside if he can be
induced to also infill downtown, away from
the waterfront, with the conversion of
some existing historic buildings or high
density green units?
Mr. Balanky is local, familier with downtown, and qualified. I have heard him
speak at a recent panel sponsored by the
Jax Business Journal and believe him to
be an asset to our Community. The
Downtown Investment Authority (DIA) is
just starting to build some momentum with
a new executive director. If nothing else I
would like to see Mr. Balanky lend his credentials to the development of the entire
region.
I have lived on Herschel St, in a good
neighborhood, for over ten years, and
have worked as a dorrman at the
Commander and am familier with
dog…and geese poop. The elementary
school is top notch and we do not have a
voucher system. The likely tenants of a
new complex would likely be seniors, professionals, with very few families, hopefully
eagles. I have recently been involved with
JAX2025 and as a volunteer with One
Spark.

– Dick Jackson, Semi-retired

In honor of Father’s Day,
June 16, this issue is dedicated to the
publisher’s father, Dr. Vincent Kerr,
who suffered a tragic accident on
January 3, 2013.
“My dad is a quiet, disciplined,
hard-working man who loves animals
and his family. He has been one of
Jacksonville’s finest veterinarians for
over 40 years. My brothers and I grew
up working at the veterinary clinic and our
mother, Diane, was
always there to help
Dad with sick animals
in the middle of the
night and to take in the
one-legged, one-eyed
pets that got discarded
in boxes on our
doorstep.
“A loving couple
who taught us teamwork, respect and
responsibility, my parents were planning a trip to Africa for their 50th
wedding anniversary this month.
Horrifically, on January 3, Dad fell
down a flight of stairs and broke his

neck. The C4 spinal injury left him
paralyzed. He spends his days undergoing intensive therapy, but my dad’s
mind, heart, spirit and determination
are as strong as ever.
“After five decades of caring for
his “sweet Diane”, my father is still
more concerned about my mother’s
well-being than his own. I’ve heard it
said that ‘the greatest gift a father can
give his children is to love their mother.’ That has always been Dad’s gift to
us, and it remains so today.
“Thanks, Dad, for comforting us
even as you face the
greatest challenge of
your life. Thanks for
teaching us about
courage and compassion and selflessness
and, most of all, about
love.”

“The greatest
gift a father
can give his
children, is to
love their
mother”

DON’T GET JUST
ANY HOME LOAN.

FINANCE A
PERFECT FIT.

In gratitude to
fathers everywhere
who put their families
before everything else,
who are models of
being a strong husband
and father and who deserve more
than one day a year, on page 34 we
share readers’ tributes to their own
fathers.
– Pamela Bradford Williams

Contact me to learn more
Jill Moore
904.223.7717
jill.moore@everbank.com
everbank.com/jmoore
NMLS ID: 648916

© 2013 EverBank. All rights reserved. 13ERM0075.03

JAMES 1:17 “EVERY
GOOD AND PERFECT
GIFT IS FROM ABOVE.”

BRIDGING THE GAP
BETWEEN BUYERS
AND SELLERS

Pirates Bay 3/3 with downstairs bedroom!
ELIZABETH O’STEEN
REALTOR®
904.465.1706

SUSAN DONNELL, GRI
REALTOR®
904.994.6677

WWWOSTEENDONNELLCOM s OSTEENDONNELL PRUNETCOM

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 388-5005
© 2013 BRER Afﬁliates Inc. An independently owned and operated broker
member of BRER Afﬁliates Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock
symbol are registered service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related
entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no
other afﬁliation with Prudential. Equal Houseing Opportunity.
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Second meeting with property developer no less contentious
Traffic, safety and quality
of life major concerns
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Area residents and concerned local
groups had another opportunity to
voice their concerns with the proposed
plans that Chase Properties has to redevelop the old Commander
Apartments tower at 3946 St. Johns
Avenue and the adjoining retail center.
At the town hall meeting on May
13, developer Michael Balanky and
spokesman Steve Diebenow, attorney
with Driver, McAfee, Peek &
Hawthorne, fielded questions after
presenting an overview of the plan and
examples of other Chase Properties
developments. The application, filed
on May 2, is listed under PUD
Ordinance 2013-0342 and shows a
reduction of 11 units (from 350 to
339) and a 60 percent smaller retail
center (18,000 square feet down from
43,475).
Although Balanky pointed out that
he was not there to unveil the final
plans and was asking for neighborhood feedback, that was not enough,
however, to allay concerns about traffic and safety, overcapacity at the
nearby Fishweir Elementary School,
and post-development vacancies.
“This plan would not intensify the
amount of traffic presently permitted,”
said Diebenow in opening remarks,
noting that he had just filed a mobility

1046 Riverside Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230

plan that measured traffic impact on
the surrounding community.
According to Balanky, the study
done by Buckholz Traffic Engineering,
indicates that the new project would
not have a negative impact on traffic.
“By decreasing the retail square
footage and increasing the residential
square footage, we can avoid impacting traffic density,” he said. “Hire your
own traffic study experts; they should
come up with the same results.”
No matter how many times both the
developer and the attorney stressed
that the new property would be of high
quality, that they would take residents’
concerns into consideration, and that
the plans were not final, the overall
mood was one of skepticism. Resident
after resident spoke up.
Jack Swiadeck, a retired engineer
and member of the Fishweir
Neighborhood Watch is opposed to the
development. “Riverside Avondale is
one of the top ten U.S. neighborhoods,” he said. “Going to high density complete destroys the environment.
What happens when apartments aren’t
rented? They can be turned into HUD
Section 8 housing.”
According to Balanky, while it was
more likely that the Commander
Apartments would be inclined to be an
HUD development than the proposed
luxury property, he countered that
“quality requires density. This is a $40
million development. The trend for
luxury apartments is gaining traction
worldwide. We have an opportunity to
do something very special here.” He

We Have
Moved
to
Riverside
Avenue!

commented that if the family who currently owns the property does not
develop it with Chase Properties, they
will sell it.
Nearby resident Doug Coleman was
worried that Balanky would be developing a property he would not live in
himself. Balanky and his family, as
well as his parents – who were all in
attendance at the meeting – live in San
Marco Place, one of his most recent
luxury developments prior to the 2008
economic downturn.
Coleman’s concern was that it was
not good policy to have high density
residential abutting low density residential, and while acknowledging that
something needed to be done with that
property, the plans seemed to be too
much.
“We will find a way to bring the
number of units down, but we need
the right density to make quality
work,” said Balanky, citing statistics

from the Urban Land Institute, and
stating that “our densities are absolutely recommended by ULI experts.” He
also noted that the luxury development
will increase tax revenues five-fold.
Resident Michael Fisher revisited
from the first meeting his fear that 339
units will have a substantial impact on
Fishweir Elementary, stating that it has
“no more infrastructure for an additional 80 students.” He based his estimate on 25% of the intended units
would have school age children, but
Diebenow responded that the school is
currently 10 percent below capacity
according to Duval County Public
Schools and that the current 99 units
in the Commander should be taken
into consideration when coming up
with an increase in enrollment. “We’re
required by law to deal with the
school’s infrastructure and capital
improvements. We will work with

In the heart of San Marco. Renovated with
beautiful designer flair, and neutral decor.
Gorgeous hardwood floors. $785,000

7th floor condo unit on the river near 5-Points.
2BR/1.5BA, hardwood floors, CHA, approx.
1300sf with riverfront views. $239,900

Located on the 2nd floor, with high ceilings,
beautiful moldings, gleaming wood floors and
custom closets. $145,000

In popular Riverside.These units have 3BR/1BA
with hardwood floors and both leased. Located
blocks from 5-Points. $265,000

Traditions is
Proud to Welcome
Greg Bowen!

Greg Bowen
REALTOR®
904.673.2929
gregsbowen@hotmail.com
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DCPS in accordance with the
with it,” said Henderson, noting that
code.”
there is opportunity in the current
Tonya Hollinger, a physician at St.
PUD for far more than 18,000 square
Vincent’s and nearby resident, was
feet of retail, focusing on “Section IV.
concerned about the single-access
PUD Development Criteria, A. 2. Up
point for garbage trucks and deliveries to 18,000 square feet of retail and
for the retail center.
service establishments structurally
“We will develop the property for
integrated with a multiple-family
the proper access for traffic circulation dwelling; and/or”.
and deliveries,” said Diebenow. “This
Henderson feels that the “laundry
will be a good example of how we can list” of permitted uses that followed
work together. There are currently no
the “and/or” phrase in the PUD would
time restrictions to commercial delivopen the door to commercial businesseries [to the current businesses].”
es, and therefore much more traffic.
The proposed
She also stated that
retail space also
the property proposed questions
hibits back-door
about employee
egress, and menparking in addition
tioned it was a safeto customers.
ty issue for ambu“Where will the
lances along St.
retail employees
Johns Avenue.
park? Where will
Steve Diebenow
the kayakers park?”
responded that the
asked Bill Klima.
language in the
“You’re creating an
PUD was standard
invitation for more
regarding permitted
people to visit and
retail uses, stating
park.”
that the planned
The plan has a
PUD was a drastic
minimum of 560
reduction than what
parking spaces in
exists on the properthe current design,
ty today. “A traffic
Local Resident
which far exceeds
study was produced
code, according to
and filed,” he said.
Diebenow. “Parking is going to be one “We’ve already lived up to the most
of the few issues that is not controver- stringent requirement of the PUD.”
sial. The real challenge will be config- Balanky added, “City Council and the
uration.” Balanky chimed in, “Public
Planning Department are here to listen
access to the river is a big issue with
to your concerns. You’ll see the plans
the mayor, and there are tradeoffs.”
being refined and refined before we’re
Both Holt Graves and Jean
through.”
Grimsley spoke up about building
height. Holt felt that density related to
building height would impact rush
hour traffic, while Grimsley said that
the primary concern was the current
60-foot limitation in the Riverside
Avondale Overlay. “How does that
mesh with what you’re proposing?”
she asked. “Are you going to try to
grandfather the previous PUD which
was filed prior to the Overlay?”
Diebenow responded, “We’ll bring
it into compliance [with the Overlay]
as much as possible. Chances of
shrinking the 170-foot height are
good.”
Another nearby resident vehemently opposed was Tracy Henderson, who
encouraged all in attendance to get
and read a copy of the PUD (20130342). “The PUD is what rules the
day. Once it goes through, we’re stuck

“The highest and best
use of the property
for this neighborhood
would be a nice
waterside park. The
quality of life is our
biggest concern.”
Wayne Wood

Concerned residents listen to what Chase Properties’ Michael Balanky has to say about his plans for the
Commander Apartments and adjourning retail center – photo by Kevin Kuzel

Finally, in apparent response to earlier statements by the developer about
the highest and best use of that current
property, Wayne Wood stood up and
said “The highest and best use of the
property for this neighborhood would
be a nice waterside park. The quality
of life is our biggest concern. This is
not Deerwood, Gateway Park or San
Marco Place. The ULI would not recommend this next to a low density residential neighborhood.”
Wood continued, addressing the
traffic study. “We are all ‘traffic
experts’ here; we have to deal with
this traffic every day. Major peaks in
the morning and evening will drastically affect the neighborhood. We
want to have an impact on your plan
and density is going to cause a big
problem,” he said. “If you increase the
density, we’ll stand in your way and
fight this tooth and nail. You are going

in the opposite direction requiring
density for quality.”
He also asked the developer to
“draw something that’s compatible
with the neighborhood, which has the
worst s-curve in the city of
Jacksonville, next to a school. We
want to work with you; we don’t want
to be against you.”
“I hear you loud and clear,”
responded Balanky. “That’s why we’re
here tonight. We are going to work
with you and figure out a way to come
back with something that works.”
District 14 Councilman Jim Love,
who opened the meeting with the
remark “What everyone wants here is
to have it smartly re-developed,”
promised more community meetings
between now and the June reviews of
the plans by the City of Jacksonville’s
Planning and Development
Department and the City Council.
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From time to time, readers ask us to help get important questions answered. This month we have two that focus on area
roads. If you have a question about something we can address, let us know by sending an email to editor@residentnews.net.

Willowbranch roadwork stalled; to resume soon?
A resident wondered why detour barricades had been erected on Riverside
Avenue, when no work had been done since
the week prior to Easter. The Resident
reached out to the City of Jacksonville’s project manager for an explanation.
“Due to the unknown and unforeseen
underground conditions encountered, which
can be common for historic roadways, we
discovered conflicts with the utilities that
required additional investigation, evaluation,
and a revised design,” said Thomas
McKnight, project manager.

Although it appeared that there was no
work being performed on the project, there
was actually a redesign underway to eliminate the conflicts discovered in the beginning stages of the construction. These
issues have been resolved, revised materials
have been fabricated, and were expected to
be delivered for installation by May 20, at the
latest.
“Work should resume in full force Monday
and should continue throughout the project
completion, which is currently scheduled for
late August-early September 2013,” McKnight
added.

What’s up with the signals at
Herschel and St. Johns?
Residents have also wondered why the
traffic signals at the crazy intersections of
Herschel, St. Johns and Woodmere start an
uncoordinated flashing every time it rains
hard. Storms in early May left those intersections difficult to navigate for the better part of
three days.
Glenn English, traffic operations engineer
for the Florida Department of Transportation,
shared this with The Resident:
The signal is the Department’s and the
City of Jacksonville is responsible for providing maintenance. I spoke to the City concerning this location and found that there
was a problem with the overhead signal
cable. The cable rings by which the signal
cable is attached to the span wire had worn
through the signal cable thereby damaging
the signal cable. When it would rain, water
would get into the signal and the signal

would go to flash. When the signal recently
went to flash after the recent heavy rains, the
City’s repairman determined what was causing the signal to go to flash and made a temporary fix to the damaged signal cable. The
City was actually scheduled to replace the
damaged signal cable with new signal cable
sometime in mid-May.
If you’re wondering whether there are
plans to synchronize all the flashing lights to
red, English had an answer for that as well:
The usual flashing operation at a signalized intersection is for the major street to
flash yellow and the minor streets to flash
red. At this intersection the approximate
breakdown of the traffic flow is: 78% Herschel St., 14% - St. Johns Ave. and 7% Woodmere St. As a result, we are not going
to change the intersection’s flashing
operation.

JTA modifies Riverside Trolley service

Starting Monday, June 3, the
Jacksonville Transportation Authority
will no longer offer trolley services
in the downtown segment of
Jacksonville. The Authority is discontinuing all operations north of the
Jacksonville Landing to the St. James
Building, and east to the City Hall
Annex Building.
The Riverside Trolley will run
every ten minutes, Monday through
Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
traveling between the Jacksonville
Landing and 5 Points. Fare rates are
75 cents per trip for all riders, with
the exception of seniors aged 60

years and older, who ride free of
charge.
Customers closer to the downtown
core, near the new courthouse and
Hemming Plaza, are encouraged to
ride the Skyway to Central Skyway
Station at no additional charge, and
directly transfer to the Riverside
Trolley near Bay Street.
To find out the location and schedule for specific stops, call JTA customer service at (904) 630-3100 or
(904) 630-3191 for TDD. For more
information on JTA products and
services, including instructional
videos, visit www.jtafla.com.

Stop in and see our new line
of lighting by Hudson Valley
4048 Herschel St. Jacksonville, FL
VE][EVIGSQ
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2013 Preservation Awards
And the award goes to …
Several residents and groups in
Riverside/Avondale were honored last
month at the annual Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission’s
2013 Preservation Awards.
Those honored include Jeanmarie
Grimsley, Wayne Wood and Riverside
Preservation for their role in the heritage
education exhibit “Historic Riverside
Avondale: Jacksonville’s Hidden Gem”
at Jacksonville International Airport,
Mike Field, Ennis Davis, Wayne Wood,
Jeanmarie Grimsley and the Jacksonville
Historical Society for the heritage education program Jax Pop Up History, a
Facebook-based “flash mob” for historical events, the house at 3710 Richmond
Street for Architecturally Compatible
New Construction, three homes for
Residential Rehabilitation (1619 Challen
Avenue, 3012 Oak Street and 3665 Pine
Street), and Derby on Park for
Commercial Rehabilitation.
Twenty-two preservation awards were
given in categories such as Heritage
Education (Publication, Exhibit,
Program/Tour), Preservation Project,
Preservation Service, Architecturally

Compatible New Construction,
Residential Rehabilitation, Commercial
Rehabilitation, and Great Save.
The City of Jacksonville also received
a special honor. Lisa Sheppard
announced the official designation for
the city as a Preserve America
Community. Preserve America is a
national initiative, which recognizes
communities that protect and celebrate
their heritage, use their historic assets
for economic development and community revitalization, and encourage people
to experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and
heritage tourism programs.
Benefits of designation include White
House recognition, a certificate of
recognition, a Preserve America
Community road sign, eligibility for
Preserve America grants, authorization
to use the Preserve America logo on
signs, flags, banners, and promotional
materials, listing in a Web-based
Preserve America Community directory,
national and regional press releases, and
enhanced community visibility and
pride.

Locally Grown. Community Driven.

3306 OAK STREET
$529,000
Elegant Historic two-story brick home in
the heart of Avondale, 4/2/1, 3200sqft

3888 RICHMOND ST
$1,650,000
Amazing riverfront 5/4/1 in Avondale,
renovated, huge lot, dock w/boat lifts

4620 PRINCE EDWARD ROAD

Waterfront French Provençal in Ortega
Forest, 4/3/2, 3727sf, pool, dock

4272 ROBIN HOOD ROAD
$445,000
Brick 4/3 on a huge corner lot in the
Forest, nicely renovated, 2562sqft

Contact us today! MillerBrothers@FredMillerGroup.com
Ted Miller, REALTOR®: 904.463.1731
Nathan Miller, REALTOR®: 904.465.3001
To view all properties for sale in our MLS,
YLVLW)UHG0LOOHU*URXSFRP_2I¿FH

Mt. Acosta Classic raises funds
for two Jared Bynum scholarships
Exceeding expectations – just like
the life of Jared Bynum – the organizers and sponsors of the Mt. Acosta
Classic were able to present a check
last month that was well in excess of
$11,000 to the Rev. Gary Webber,
pastor of Southside Baptist Church,
where the Jared Bynum Scholarship
Fund is administered.
Each $5,000 scholarship will benefit former Landon Students who participated in the Southside Mentoring

Program, go on to complete high
school in four years and are accepted
and attend a college or trade school.
The class of 2014 will be the first to
qualify for the scholarship. Anyone
wishing to donate money to the fund
should make the checks payable to
Southside Baptist Church, 1435
Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32207, with Jared Bynum Scholarship
Fund printed in the memo line. All
funds are tax deductible.

Front, Kylie Efron (Taverna of San Marco); Drew Johnson (City Cycle); Rev. Gary Webber (Southside Baptist
Church); Marie Vogler (Haskell Corp.), Clay Bruce ( GHG Insurance); back: Jack Robison (Grassroots), Matt
Gulden (Haskell Corp.), Jeff Smith (QuestCom)
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If we build it…will it come?
Next phase of JAX2025
calling for “builders”
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Helene Kamps-Stewart and Missy Jackson, of Friends
of the Murray Hill Library, have camped out at every
JAX2025 event to get signatures for a straw ballot in
August 2014. Less than 10,000 signatures have been
collected and 26,000 are needed by the end of 2013.

dents to snap a photo of something
they like and tweet it with
#MoreOfThis or email it to
More@coj.net and, conversely, tweet
To borrow upon and paraphrase a
Stonewall streets.
saying from a popular late 1980s
The most passionate speaker by far about something that isn’t liked
(#LessOfThat) or email it to
movie, if Jacksonville builds it, will a
– as witnessed by the amount of
Less@coj.net. The program is
brighter future really come?
applause, whistles and standing ovadesigned to take the pulse of the comParticipants at the May 18
tions – was Duval County Public
munity and help build dialogue about
JAX2025 release and launch event at
School Superintendent Dr. Nikolai
EverBank Field heard the promises of Vitti. His premise – and the promise – strengths and opportunities for
improvement.
leaders for the 10 visions identified
was that none of the other nine
The next step in the Jacksonville
back at the January meeting.
visions would be achievable without
Community Council Inc.’s
According to Terry Lorince,
three-phase vision program is
executive director of
the “Build it.” phase, which
Downtown Vision, Inc.,
starts with an Implementation
“This [Jacksonville] should
Kickoff on Jun. 26 at the
be one of the most phenomWJCT studios at 11:30 a.m.
enal cities in the world.”
This phase lasts until
She continued, “We need to
September 2025, and is broken
fight to do the right things
into three sections:
for Downtown and that
• Institutional Advocacy, in
requires stronger advocacy
which key partners for each of
from all of us.”
the 10 vision targets can help
Former interim CEO of
implement the vision.
JAX Chamber’s Jerry
• Individual Action, that asks
Mallot said that the focus
Mayor Alvin Brown chats with participants at the JAX2025 release event May 18
residents
to get involved through
isn’t just on growing the
HandsOn Jacksonville or find engageeconomy but on targeting young peostrong public education. Vitti is makment opportunities at
ple to engage them in the solutions.
ing strides to improve the quality of
www.JAX2025.org
The Jacksonville Transit
the city’s public schools and is work• Communication of What’s
Authority’s Brad Thoburn, director of ing on it from the ground up. He
Happening through social media outstrategic planning, believes it is critispoke about bringing back detention
lets and news media and review of
cal for that organization to be a partand Saturday School, getting a solid
ner in Downtown development and
round of applause for saying that par- quarterly reports with progress
updates.
wants to start immediately changing
ents would be required to attend as
The meeting closed with a call to
the discussion about the Skyway. The
well.
JAX2025
participants and area resiJTA recently applied for funding to
It wasn’t only the Phase I “Imagine
dents to take action as an advocate, an
build a station in Brooklyn to service
it.” action plans that were released at
ambassador, a funder and/or a doer,
an expected influx of residents and
the gathering that Saturday. Mayor
putting ownership of the collective
employees at 220 Riverside and even- Alvin Brown also released a new
vision on all citizens. For more infortual development of the adjoining
social media program “More of This,
property between Jackson and
Less of That,” which encourages resi- mation, visit www.jax2025.org.
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Eagle Scout project honors Fallen Heroes
Attending the dedication ceremony of the Fallen Heroes Memorial at
Nathan Bedford Forrest High School
back in February, Harrison Conyers
IV thought the area around it looked
rather shabby. “It was full of weeds
and didn’t look so good,” he said.
Conyers decided to make the
memorial his Eagle Scout project,
planning a perennial garden that
would lend beauty to the already
striking monument. “I had to work a
budget, get donations, find tools and
resources,” said Conyers, a student
at Lee High School. He was able to
get in-kind donations from local
businesses, such as Home Depot
which provided the plants and
Chick-fil-A which came through

with breakfast sandwiches for the
workers, as well as monetary donations from Sun Tire, the Navy Wives
Club and from individuals like
Robert Utsey.
According to Dave Seamans,
president of Florida Fallen Heroes,
each memorial costs $6,000 for the
granite base, bronze boots, rifle and
helmet. The marble plaque engraved
with the school’s fallen heroes is
donated by Marwan Atallah of
Palmyra Marble which creates the
monument. Florida Fallen Heroes
has erected memorials at nine
schools to date, with three more to
go in Duval County, and the first one
planned in Clay County at Orange
Park High School.

STEERING

safely,” she said. “Is one of the outcomes that the streets would be
striped [for parking spots]? That
would make a difference.”
Since the project was not budgeted
to handle such exhaustive research,
members of the steering committee
offered to conduct the driveway
inventory to supplement Ghyabi and
Associates’ data collection.
As District 14 Councilman Jim
Love noted at the start of the meeting, “It’s fortunate that we have to do
this study. There were times when we
had a lot of vacant buildings. This is
a growing pain that we’ll figure out,”
he said. “It’s not just parking, it’s
also mass transit and safety. After we
implement the plan we’ll have to
keep working on it to maintain our
quality of life in these neighborhoods.”
Kickbacks’ owner Ed Salem suggested a moratorium on approving
new businesses until the study was
complete, since the results may
impact future business but Burney
disagreed, “We are looking at parking
at a gross standpoint, not including
the credit that the [RiversideAvondale Zoning] Overlay would
give.”
“But the overlay allows a 50 percent reduction in parking [for
expanding a business in a historically
contributing structure], so that 50
percent needs to go somewhere…”
rejoined Salem, “…into the residential areas.”
The owner of Kickbacks faced that
problem last year when he applied
for permits to build Goozlepipe and
Guttyworks restaurant on King
Street. Salem resolved it by acquiring
a parking lot to meet the requirement,
but not every small business owner
can afford to do that nor are there
parcels available nearby in every situation.
“The conversion of small tenant
spaces are an issue,” said Fraser.
“The large parcels already have provisions for parking.”

continued from

1

take public safety into consideration
as well, noting that the Jacksonville
Fire & Rescue Department (JFRD)
requires a 20-foot street width to
maneuver and that zoning codes adds
another six feet per side for parallel
parking. Many streets in the crowded
Riverside grid have parking on both
sides and Ehas explained why.
“College and Post purposely have
parking on both sides [of the street]
to slow traffic down,” she said.
“In addition, not every home has a
garage and many of those older
homes are now multi-family, which
needs on-street parking.”
The study will identify those
streets where parking both on and
off-street is limited or restricted. “We
know this is a built-up area and we
need to take that into consideration,”
said Calvin Burney, Sr., Planning and
Development Department.
According to the study’s scope of
services, Ghyabi and Associates
would conduct a three-day analysis
of parking to determine space
turnover and identify cases of all-day
parking which, according to Moore,
could indicate that employees of
businesses may be using public parking spots.
The analysis was to be conducted
last month beginning on a Thursday
at 11 a.m. and finishing up on
Saturday at midnight. Three time
periods were selected for study of
parking at maximum capacity,
including the lunch, dinner and late
night entertainment hours.
Susan Fraser, a land planning consultant, introduced the first of several
concerns that were not meant to be
addressed in the original scope of the
project. She suggested that the inventory should include driveways –
widths, number of spots and turning
radii – to be part of the recommendations. “Cars parked too close to
driveways make it difficult for the
residents to enter or exit driveways

0RQRJUDPPLQJ
&XVWRP(PEURLGHU\
3ULQWHGZHDUDEOHVSLHFHWRªV
DQGDOZD\VWKHEHVWIRRG
IRU\RXUEHVWIULHQG
4204 HERSCHEL STREET

384-9922

Harrison (IV) and Harrison (III) Conyers at the Nathan
Bedford Forrest High School Fallen Heroes Memorial

Looking at the demands for future
parking may prove to be easier said
than done. “We need a crystal ball,”
said Tom Merton owner of Merton
House B&B. “Or at least take a look
at the projects already approved.”
Burney said the approach would
be to take “a best case guess of a
worst-case scenario” for new business approvals in order to determine
the most intensive need for parking.
The goal is to finish the study by
Sep. 30 but in the meantime, after
key milestones are reached in the
study, public meetings will be held to
solicit community input. The next
steering committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 10 at 5:30
p.m. in the Ed Ball Building.
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Downtown’s Laura Street Trio,
Barnett Bank Building face uncertain future
City’s dry bones need
modern-day Ezekiel
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Old Testament tells of a prophet
named Ezekiel who saw dry, lifeless
bones in a valley. God gave him a
vision and told him to prophesy to the
bones. When Ezekiel did, the bones
connected to each other, stood on their
feet and became a great army.
The Laura Street Trio – the Marble
Bank Building, the Florida Life
Building and the Bisbee Building –
plus the old Barnett Bank Building
could be likened to those parched
bones.
Purchased in April by a development
company headed by Stephen Atkins
and backed by Jaguars owner, Shahid
Khan, the buildings stand silent and
tomb-like at the corner of Laura and
Forsyth Streets on a block forgotten by
commuters racing past.
The acquisition may represent
growth for Jacksonville’s downtown,
and Atkins might be a prophet foretelling the City’s future.

Downtown momentum
Wiatt Bowers is an urban planner
with a local consulting firm who purchased a home in Jacksonville’s urban
core in 2006. Downtown was on the
cusp of exploding in a good way, he
said. “Then, the recession hit, and that
stymied everything.”
Now, though, Bowers sees momentum downtown in two ways. April’s
One Spark Festival was the first
because it brought over 100,000 people
into the heart of the city. Second is the
ongoing conversations started by the
JAX2025 initiative sponsored by
Jacksonville Community Council
Incorporated (JCCI).
In addition, Mayor Alvin Brown
launched the Downtown Investment
Authority last year.

History and architecture
All four edifices were built in the
first quarter of the twentieth century, a
time of growth in Jacksonville following the devastating 1901 fire. The same
year, architect Henry John Klutho
moved to Jacksonville to help the city
rebuild.

The Florida Life on Laura
Laura Street Trio
Street and the Bisbee on Forsyth
Street were designed by Klutho.
Both structures are narrow with
a heavy base of reinforced concrete, which supported the
height of the buildings, according to Catherine A. Duncan, an
architect based in St. Augustine.
Both follow the Prairie School
of architecture.
Barnett
“I would consider [them] to
Bank
be modeled after Louis Sullivan,
an architect who practiced in
Chicago and developed the idea
of the skyscraper there. Those
buildings are Jacksonville’s first
skyscrapers,” Duncan added,
“and they were very cutting
edge at the time.”
He foresees it becoming a
The Old National Bank Building
mixed-use building,
also known as the Marble Bank
perhaps including a
Building on the corner of Forsyth and
boutique hotel, offices
Laura was designed by architect
and condominiums.
Edward Glidden in 1902. Built in the
Current Status
Neo-Classical Revival style, the strucThe Resident
ture’s exterior and its columns are covCommunity
News
ered in marble.
attempted
to
reach
After it was built, a spectacular skylight was added. It was covered over in Stephen Atkins for comment on his
intention to announce his plans for the
the 1950s when two dropped ceilings
buildings at the One Spark event.
were added, according to
Atkins did not announce those plans,
“Jacksonville’s Architectural Heritage:
however, and his phone was indicated
Landmarks for the Future” by Wayne
as being disconnected.
W. Wood.
In a 1965 WJXT-produced program,
In 1978, Jacksonville architect,
“The
Choice: An Essay on Downtown,”
Robert C. Broward, returned the interiJacksonville
architect, Taylor
or to its original glory. Broward
Hardwick,
said
planning was crucial to
removed barriers to the skylights in the
Marble Bank Building as well as in the creating a vibrant downtown. “We’ve
got to make Jacksonville a human
St. James Building, the current City
place-a place with variety and delight,
Hall.
and a place where people will want to
Unfortunately, the skylight in the
work instead of having to work here,
Marble Bank Building is now broken,
and even a place where people will
and there is flood damage.
want to live.” To Hardwick, that meant
“They’re all important buildings,”
investment in planning for the future.
Duncan added. “They’re very signifiFuture
cant in the history of architecture in
Bowers is cautiously optimistic
Jacksonville.”
about downtown. “What we need is
The Barnett Bank Building on West
more foot traffic, day, night and weekAdams was designed by a New York
end,” Bowers said. “A revitalization of
architectural firm in the middle of a
Jacksonville building boom. Finished in the Laura Street Trio with the Barnett
Building offers that in a way other
1926, it became Jacksonville’s tallest
buildings, such as the Haydon Burns
building at 18 stories. The landmark
Library, don’t.”
was popular to locals because of the
The Marble Bank Building would
lighted clock sitting atop its roof.
“It’s a blank slate now,” Bowers said work well as a fine dining establishment, Bowers said, because of the
of the gutted building.

character of its construction and the
balcony-like arcade.
As for Bisbee and Florida Life,
Bowers appreciates their limitations.
“There’s only 1,000 or so square feet
per floor. They could work for small
users or start-up companies with two or
three employees, or there could be two
or three apartments per floor,” he said,
“but both buildings are too small for
any big name corporation,” he said.
Architecture
isn’t the only challenge, though.
Planning is another
one.
Bowers agrees.
The City has spent
lots of money on
the stadium, the
new library and the
Times-Union
Center, he said, but
the focus of the
building has not
been concentrated.

Potential
Perception is another challenge. The
assumption is downtown living means
in a high-rise, but it doesn’t, Bowers
said. He lives at The Parks at the
Cathedral, a townhome community
across from St. John’s Cathedral east of
Main Street. Bowers is also the homeowner’s association president. “Look at
the Parks,” he said. “It’s gated; it has
trees, grass and a pool.”
Yet another obstacle is parking.
None of the Laura Street Trio has parking directly associated with it. Although
in downtowns across the country, people expect to walk some distance
between where they park and where
they’re going, Bowers added.
Broward, who studied with Klutho,
was also interviewed in WJXT’s 1965
program. “The real question is,” he said
then, “will [downtown] be a thing of
quality, or will it be a mere unrelated
mass of buildings without regard really
for the poetry of human life?”
The same question could be asked
today.
Whether Atkins is a modern-day
Ezekiel beholding God’s vision of
Jacksonville’s dry bones remains to be
seen.
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Customer service is number one priority at Verizon Wireless Zone

It’s all about connectivity. Social media and
smartphone apps provide the means to stay in
touch 24/7, especially with older generations, so
it’s important to know how to use them.
As mom and dad – and even the grandparents – move from cellphones with limited functionality to sophisticated smartphones and
tablets, now more than ever a guiding hand is
needed to ensure that effortless connectivity is
at their fingertips.
At Verizon Wireless Zone at Roosevelt
Square Mall, you’ll find a store that goes above
and beyond to help the customer find the best
device along with a demonstration of exactly
how to use it. And if point-of-purchase instruction isn’t enough, the store offers smart phone
training classes the first Saturday of each
month.
Locally owned and operated by
Andy and Deborah Toole since
December 2010, the Verizon
Wireless Zone offers not only a
full range of the latest products
and gadgets but provides a higher
standard of customer service that
includes a dedication to help the
community they serve.

“Customer Service is our Number One priority,” said Andy Toole. “But since most customers rarely use all of the features offered with
their phones, our focus is to make sure that
everyone understands exactly what functionality
they have and how they can maximize their
individual experience.”

Andy
Toole
leverages
25 years of
experience in global communications to ensure
that each and every customer gets the most
out of their phone and service package. With
their Premium Retailer status, the Tooles can
assist small to mid-size businesses set up a
topnotch connection that will enhance their
own communication with customers.
“We tend to deal with a lot of professionals who want access to work files, email and
certain websites,” said Toole. “What we do is
provide that complete solution. The big thing
now is converged services, such as Verizon’s
Home Fusion package with Comcast.”

In addition to the smartphones
and standard cell phones sold, this
Verizon Wireless Zone
Premium Retailer also offers
Home Phone Connect (an alternative home line), mobile broadband,
and a complete array of tablets
including iPads and an amazing
collection of accessories for all different phones types. Unique items
offered include Bluetooth speakers
for phones and top of the line
headphones and cables by
Monster.
The Tooles and their Verizon
Wireless Zone store have also
made giving back to the community a priority and offer fundraising
opportunities for schools and civic
organizations.
Personalized Verizon cards are
given out by participating organizations that when presented back
to the store, entitle various
amounts to be donated from the store directly
back to the organizations. It’s just another way
this Verizon store strives to deliver the best customer service possible.
Consider the newly released Galaxy S4 for
upcoming graduations as well as Father’s Day
and then visit Andy and Deborah Toole at
Roosevelt Square for all those wireless gift-giving needs today.
And if you mention or bring in this article,
Verizon Wireless Zone at Roosevelt Square will
give you a free car charger with any $50 purchase or any new two-year contract.

Store hours are Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., and Sunday 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
They are located at 4495 Roosevelt Boulevard, Suite 404 at
Roosevelt Square Mall. Call (904) 388-3001 or check out their
website at www.WirelessZone.com/JacksonvilleFL

Tom Bush BMW offers great incentives, lease payments and prices on all remaining 2013 BMW models.
Come in today and take advantage of the early model year arrival of 2014 BMWs.
We Have Great Deals And A Great Selection.
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Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and Indigo Girls – really?
Conductor search,
interactive concerts and
new programming this fall
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Music is a powerful force. It can
soothe the soul, rouse the masses or
distill emotions. For the Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra, 2013 is proving
to be transitional as the organization
opens a search for new leadership,
targets fresh audiences, and refining
its role for the future.
By presenting fine music to the
community, the Jacksonville
Symphony adds texture to the artistic
and cultural landscape of the city. It
also plays an economic role.
Performing scores of concerts in
downtown Jacksonville from midSeptember to mid-May, the
Symphony is a large employer providing ripple effects into the city’s
urban core.
In addition, the Symphony plays
an educational role in the community.
“We have extensive programs in the
schools, and that’s something we
intend to broaden,” said Martin
Connor, Chair-Elect of the Symphony
Board of Directors and San Jose resident. Although still in the preliminary
stages, one example of JSO’s attempt
to expand its reach is through a collaborative program between
Symphony musicians and music

majors from the University of North
Florida. The two groups would work
together teaching music in schools,
Connor said.
In the past, the Symphony has had
great success providing concerts such
as Starry Nights in Metropolitan Park.
Each Christmas, JSO corners the
entertainment market by offering a
variety of popular holiday concerts.
The Orchestra also takes its music to
the people by performing in neighborhoods around the Jacksonville area.
At the same time, Symphony leadership is aware their audiences are
trending older and grayer, which
could stem from the format of the
concerts themselves. “My sense the
way the music is presented is intimidating. There’s an elitism to it if you
don’t know that you shouldn’t clap
between movements,” shared Richard
Pierpont, Chairman of the
Jacksonville Symphony Board of
Directors and Ortega resident.
“People want to be connected, and
we’re not a connected type of event,”
Pierpont added. Therein lies one
multi-faceted challenge for the
Jacksonville Symphony as the organization seeks to reach new audiences.
Other challenges range from perceptions of spending an evening in
downtown Jacksonville to marketing a
sedentary activity to a digital generation, but the Symphony is on the
offensive examining programming
options, offering more morning and
afternoon concerts and seeking a new
leader.

Since 1999,
Pierpont
Connor
director and principal conductor,
Fabio Mechetti,
has led the
Orchestra. This
fall, the
Symphony will
open a search for
a new conductor.
Beginning in
Pierson
October and continuing through
April, JSO will
perform eight
concerts with
eight guest conductors as part of
the Florida Blue
Masterworks
Series. While there’s no guarantee
that one of the guest conductors may
the perception of the Symphony as a
be the next Symphony leader, the
relevant form of entertainment.
community will have an opportunity
With a new leader will come new
to offer input on each of them.
programming, and that’s the key.
“They’re all young conductors.
“We’re doing a special concert next
They all come with fresh eyes,” said
David Pierson, President and CEO of year with the Indigo Girls, which
certainly is not our typical demothe Symphony and Avondale resident. According to Pierson, program- graphic,” Pierson said.
Martin Connor lived in Boston,
ming is what sells concerts these
New York City and Washington, D.C.
days. He hopes the new JSO leader
before moving to Jacksonville. He
will find attractive ways to package
was pleasantly surprised by the qualconcerts for today’s audiences.
ity of the music he heard at his first
The music of Gershwin, Brahms,
Symphony concert.
Wagner, Stravinsky and others will
“This is a world-class orchestra,
be presented by the eight young conand Jacoby Hall is certainly a worldductors. Symphony leadership hopes
class venue,” Connor said.
the concerts will bring in new
patrons as well as continue to build
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Scholarship recipients thankful for musical resource in Jacksonville
Friday Musicale a friend
to music
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Riverside’s Friday Musicale has
been an ally to Northeast Florida
musicians since 1890 when Claudia
L’Engle Adams invited friends to her
downtown Jacksonville home each
Friday to study and enjoy music.
The Friday Musicale, located at
645 Oak Street, not only provides a
place for musical performances, it
also nourishes young talent through
scholarships, classes and competitions. Several local musicians have
received scholarships to further their
musical studies.
Springfield resident Anthony
Anurca, 31, auditioned for a scholarship in 1999, the year he graduated
from Douglas Anderson School of
the Arts. “There were no other bassoonists. I remember playing I
believe it was the Vivaldi E-minor
Concerto for my audition and then
they had an interview with us,”
Anurca recalled.
Anurca’s scholarship helped
finance his undergraduate degree. “I
believe it was $1500 a year, and they
sent that to me for all four years,” he
said. “It was so wonderful.”
Anurca majored in music at
University of Cincinnati’s
Conservatory of Music; completed a

three-year fellowship
Instrumental
with the New World
Scholarship worth
Symphony in Miami,
$16,000 over four
and returned to live in
years. She plans to
Jacksonville in 2009.
pursue a master’s
He now plays second
degree in flute perbassoon and contraformance once she
bassoon in the
finishes her underJacksonville
graduate degree.
Symphony Orchestra.
In April, the
Another local musiMusicale held annual
cian, Allison Watkins,
scholarship auditions
Allison Watkins, 2010 scholarship winner
20, is a rising senior
for high school senat Florida State
iors. Andrew
University majorCallahan, 17, won
ing in flute perthe Susan C.
formance. The
Mahla
Ortega resident
Instrumental Piano
auditioned for a
Scholarship. This
scholarship at the
scholarship proMusicale in 2010
vides the Douglas
during her senior
Anderson senior
year at Douglas
$2500 toward colAnderson.
lege expenses each
“I was very
year for four
excited the day of
years. Callahan, a
the audition,”
San Jose resident,
Watkins said. “I
plans to major in
remember feeling
piano performance
nervous, but I was
at the University
confident in my
of Michigan,
preparation for the
attend graduate
Andrew Callahan, 2013 scholarship winner
audition. I believe
school and then
the judges saw
work as a studio
something different in my performsession musician or on Broadway.
ance that day,” she added.
A classically trained pianist,
Watkins won the Marian
Callahan started lessons at the age of
Armington Waterman Poitevent
four. Even though he’s been playing

for 13 years, he still feels butterflies
at auditions. “Normally I get nervous
when it comes to competitive auditions such as this one,” he shared.
“One thing that put my mind at ease
was that all four of the other competitors were friends of mine from
DA. Knowing that one of us would
be awarded the scholarship no matter
what happened helped calm my
nerves,” he added.
Callahan recently auditioned at
FSU. When he walked on stage for
his Musicale audition, he was
shocked to see the same piano professor who had evaluated him in
Tallahassee sitting on the judges’
panel. “I will admit this brought
back some of the nerves from
before, and I felt additional pressure
to play at my absolute best,”
Callahan said.
Though the venue and its musicians have changed through the
years, the Friday Musicale continues
to support fine music in
Jacksonville.
“I am incredibly thankful for what
the Friday Musicale has done for
me,” Allison Watkins said. “I hope I
can give back to this great community venue that promotes musicians
through free concerts to the public
and through their philanthropic
efforts which enable young musicians to pursue their dreams,” she
added.
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Larkin Smith’s passion for
art lives on at MOCA

First tribute brings tears to family’s eyes
BY CAREN BURMEISTER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A trustee’s legacy comes to life at the Museum of Contemporary Art
Jacksonville in a tender photographic portrait of a boy on a fog shrouded
lake.
Boys Tethered, which depicts a boy halfway between childhood and manhood untying a canoe hitched to a wooden dock, is the first piece acquired
by the Linda Larkin Smith Acquisition Fund.
Larkin Smith served on MOCA’s Board of Trustees for more than a

decade until she died in March of 2010. The acquisition fund was established as a lasting tribute in her honor and grew out of the family’s request
that donations be made to the museum in lieu of flowers at her memorial
service.
“People came together and wanted to do something,” said Susie Arbizzani
Miller, who served with Larkin Smith as a MOCA trustee for many years. “I
think Linda would have been thrilled.”
Internally known photographer David Hilliard shot the full color photographic prints, processed them with traditional chemicals and mounted them
on three aluminum panels. Known as a triptych, artwork divided into three
panels arises from early Christian art and is commonly found in churches.
The piece is now on exhibit in Inside/Out: MOCA Jacksonville’s
Permanent Collection, which runs through Aug. 25.
Museum curators searched diligently for the appropriate piece to honor
Larkin Smith and broaden its permanent collection, which represents work
from 1960 to the present.
When the photograph was recently unveiled to her son Bob Smith, and his
father Robert, “We were both instantly shocked,” Bob Smith said. “I was in
tears.”
To Smith, the piece is serene, peaceful and ethereal.
“It’s very fitting for her,” he said. His mother had grown up in
Ortega and had fond childhood memories of playing along the river.

JUNE 2013

PAGE 19

Boys Tethered by David Hilliard © 2008, purchased through the Linda Larkin Smith Acquisition Fund.

A savvy business woman, Larkin Smith was involved in several civic
activities while she worked as vice president of investments at Raymond James
& Associates in Jacksonville.
She poured her heart and soul into the museum, Arbizzani Miller said, and
was the person who suggested MOCA explore a partnership with the
University of North Florida. The university acquired MOCA in 2009.
“The piece is a monument to her passion for the museum,” said MOCA’s
Development Director Jason Kirk. “I think it’s striking.”
The Hilliard acquisition fits MOCA’s strategy of adding pieces to its permanent collection that are related to previous exhibits, Kirk said. Another Hilliard
piece was part of a photography exhibit at MOCA roughly 18 months ago.
Hilliard draws from his personal life and those around him as subjects in his
panoramic photographs, which are usually staged. He will be MOCA’s guest
artist, discussing his work and process, at 2 p.m., Aug. 10 in an event that is
free and open to the public.
Smith, who owns the Grape and Grain Exchange in San Marco, said he will

stay involved with MOCA not only because it was important to his mother, but
because he’s also an art lover.
“She was always a fan of art and culture,” Smith said, noting his mother
would take him to theater and dance performances when he was a child. “She
rubbed off on me in a good way.”
For more information on how to donate to the Linda Larkin Smith
Acquisition Fund please visit www.mocajacksonville.org/collection. Or, call
the museum at (904) 366-6911.

Leave your own lasting legacy
Your own love of contemporary art can live on with a lasting legacy at the
Museum of Contemporary Art for less than you might expect. MOCA
Jacksonville’s Theater Seat Naming campaign offers patrons of the arts to
honor or remember a family member, friend or other special person with a gift
of $10,000 per seat in MOCA’s Theater. For information about this campaign
initiative, contact Jason Kirk, Director of Development, (904) 366-6911,
ext. 202 or email jkirk@mocajacksonville.org.

829 Riverside Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32204
904.356.6857 • cummer.org
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New Cummer exhibit worth racing to see
Great Age of the
American Automobile fun
for all ages
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Though art, generally, is the great
imitator of life, the newest “raciest”
exhibit at The Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens shows how art has
influenced the life of the American
automobile.
Planning ahead very early – having
booked two years ago the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, collection of automotive drawings – The Cummer’s
Chief Curator Holly Keris pondered
during that time about how to bring
the exhibit to life. “This show started
with the art, showing how the hand of
an artist can play a significant
role in the design of a
product,” she said.
Keris and Staci Bu
Shea,

a guest curator coordinating the exhibition, worked closely with Bill
Warner, founder and chairman of
Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance,
to bring 2D and 3D art together.
The classic automobiles on display
span a short period, from 1956 to
1963, in the history of automotive
design although the exhibit includes a
longer period from the early 1950s to
the early 1970s. “The cultural implications that cars supplied in the era
after World War II have given rise to a
commodity culture, with objects
becoming more important than they
actually are,” noted Bu Shea. “This
exhibit captures how art is utilized in
everyday life, how culture in general
is informed by these objects.”
Bu Shea started with 130 drawings
from the collection of Jean S. and
Frederick A. Sharf in collaboration
with the MFA, and narrowed it down
to 90 drawings in
three categories.
The exhibit is
spread

Continental
Division of Ford
Motor Company,
Continental Mark
II, 1956, hard top
coupe, Courtesy
of Rick Schmidt

Staci Bu Shea,
guest curator

out through three galleries, including
drawings, photographs, film clips and,
of course, the six automobiles that
represent the culmination of the
era’s engineering and
design.
Commercials by
Studebaker, Texaco and
American Motors from
the 1950s and 1960s
will have visitors humming jingles from
bygone days. Beyond
Chrysler
Corporation and
that, notes Bu Shea “the
Carrozzeria
Ghia, Chrysler
gender positioning, class
Turbine, 1963,
front-engine,
and style of the culture
rear-drive hard top
coupe, Courtesy
of the automobile is repof the Chrysler
Group, LLC
resented in those
videos.”
Courtesy of the
General Motors Heritage
Collection, a display of reproductions will take visitors through the
story of the design and production
of the Firebird II, which was never
marketed. The display includes a
1956 film clip with George
Jetson-like vignettes of
hands-free driving.
The exhibit, which opened
on May 14, runs through Sep.
8, and visitors will be delighted with the interactive
roadmap that provides opportunities to think about,
respond to and make their
own connections of art to life.
“We’re poised to create a very
exciting experience for
Cadillac Division of General Motors, Cadillac El Dorado Biarritz, 1957 ,
visitors,” said Keris.
Courtesy of William C. Warner

Future Retro has programming for all ages throughout the summer
Concerts, lectures, movie nights and more are in store at The Cummer this summer, making the
museum a weekend destination for car and art aficionados as well as budding and amateur
artists. Check out this schedule and make your reservations now.

• Motown Concert with KTG in the Gardens – Friday, Jun. 14, 7-9 p.m. Call
(904) 899-6038 to purchase tickets or visit www.cummer.org.
• Talks and Tea with Guest Curator Staci Bu Shea – Wednesday, Jun. 19 and
Thursday, Jun. 20, 1:30 p.m. Call (904) 899-6038 to RSVP.
• Movie Night at The Cummer – Fridays at 7:30 p.m. includes Grease on Jun. 28,
Cars on Jul. 19 and American Graffiti on Aug. 16. Call (904) 899-6038 to RSVP.

• Sock Hop with a DJ spinning the oldies – Friday, Jul. 12, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Call (904) 899-6038 to RSVP.
• Made in the USA Community Car Show – Saturday, Aug. 3, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Automotive Inspiration: Create Your Own Car Design – Saturdays, Jun. 29 and
Jul. 27, 1-3 p.m., ages 7 to 13.
• Art for Two – Saturdays, Jul. 13 and Aug. 10, 10:30 a.m. to noon, ages 3 to 5.
• Art Adventures – Saturdays, Jul. 20 and Aug. 17, 10:30 a.m. to noon, ages 6 to 12.
(For all drawing classes, call (904) 355-0630 to reserve an easel.)
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Bootlegger’s Ball
has crowd
a-shimmyin’
and a-shakin’

Flappers and their gents were out for a night of
Twenty-two Skidoo and Chattanooga Choo-choo in
celebration of the Roarin’ Twenties. The hush-hush
location for the 2nd annual speakeasy party, sponsored by Riverside Avondale Preservation, was none
other than Worsham Hall at the Church of the Good
Shepherd. Food from Biscottis, Black Sheep and
Salty Fig was just the bees’ knees, chased down by
classic cocktails from Mojo #4 and wine from
European Street Café. Fabulous prizes at the silent
auction kept the crowd jumpin’ and jivin’ until long
past midnight

William and Erin Colledge

Flappers and their gents were out for a night of Twentytwo Skidoo and Chattanooga Choo-choo in celebration of
the Roarin’ Twenties. The hush-hush location for the 2nd
annual speakeasy party, sponsored by Riverside Avondale
Preservation, was none other than Worsham Hall at the
Church of the Good Shepherd. Food from Biscottis, Black
Sheep and Salty Fig was just the bees’ knees, chased down
by classic cocktails from Mojo #4 and wine from European
Street Café. Fabulous prizes at the silent auction kept the
crowd jumpin’ and jivin’ until long past midnight

Mike and
Mary Lou
Prendergast

Elizabeth Colledge and John Bunker

Peter Mosley and Jessica Pounds

Big night for Omni Amelia Island,
St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation
Madeline
and Billy
Gaggins

Sally and Wally Suslak, Margaret and Richard Faulkner
with Mary and Lynn Jarrett, Mike and Elizabeth Milton and
Michael Fisher

MS On the Move luncheon benefits
critical research
The Garden Club of Jacksonville was the venue
for the annual On the Move Luncheon to benefit the
National MS Society May 16. The event featured
delicious lunch from Designed Events Catering,
Peterbrooke chocolate fountain, gift basket raffle,
orchid sale, jewelry from Buki Designs, and gift bags
for each attendee. Proceeds will benefit the critical
research and local services of the National MS Society.

Tom Sandlin, Ted Miller, Carrie Inman, Dottie Lowell,
Nathan Miller, Beverly Sleeth

A Taste of Talent
enriches and enhances
to support education

Preservation/
Education
Coordinator
of Riverside
Avondale
Preservation
Kate Coughlin
with
Executive
Director
Carmen
Godwin

The Omni Amelia Island Plantation hosted an invitation-only Grand Re-Opening Gala in tandem with
the celebration of its extensive $85 million “ReImagination”. The gathering raising more than
$100,000 benefitting St. Vincent’s HeathCare
Foundation, May 9.
Patrons and honored guests were greeted by Omni
executives and Amelia Island locals, followed by a few
welcoming words from the General Manager Paul
Eckert, Managing Director Tim Digby, Jane Lanier,
president of St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation and
Senator Aaron Bean.
World renowned artist, Michael Israel, demonstrated his leadership in new art renaissance by performing
on stage, eventually completing five breathtaking
pieces for the auction benefitting St. Vincent’s
HealthCare Foundation, totaling a donation of more
than $100,000.
Bob and Carol Shircliff

Mary Virginia Terry, Jim Towler and Betsy Lovett

Dave Kulik, Omni Amelia Island Managing Director
Tim Digby, Mary Pat Kulik
Peggy and
Phil Perry

Paul and Jill Chappano with Joycelyn and
David Koehler
Claire and Tom Autrey, Donna Gordon

St. Mark’s Episcopal a big winner
at Kentucky Derby fundraiser

Jess and Brad Jessen, Director of Development
with Event Chair Nikki Glynn and Kevin Glynn

Emily Magevney with Barbara Commander

Laura Ropp with Missy Ketchum

Watching the 139th Running of the
Kentucky Derby was but a momentary pause in
a fun-filled evening on the St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School campus on May 4. Over
230 supporters enjoyed a Derby-themed dinner
while bidding on hundreds of fabulous silent
auction prizes. According to Nikki Glynn,
event chair, “It was such fun chairing our
annual dinner and auction for St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School. This was our first largescale event held in the new Lori Schiavone
Commons and it was a total sellout. I appreciate the St. Mark’s community for all they did
to raise funds for the excellent programs that
make our school an outstanding academic environment.”
Due to the storm, the live satellite feed of
the Derby race was shaky at best, but the lively
crowd was undeterred and those in attendance
were also entertained by a jazz trio from the
Ronan School of Music, professional emcee
Odette Struys and auctioneer Cory Mara.

Hayes
and Norma
Basford

Fans of horse racing and Pine Castle
enjoy their Derby Day Soiree
Mint juleps were flowing and other traditional
Derby Day fare was on the menu as patrons partied for
a purpose at Pine Castle’s inaugural Run for the Roses
Soiree on May 4. The Timuquana Country Club was
the venue for the Bonnets & Bow Ties Contest, judged
by Ortega’s own Doug Milne, among other celebrity
judges.
Over $90,000 was raised to support Pine Castle
programs. “The event was a great success! We plan to
make this our major fundraiser and signature event
each year,” said event coordinator Janet Irvin.
“Everyone enjoyed it so much and many have already
committed to coming back next year.”

Jim Henry, chairman of the board of Pine Castle
with Renee Finley, event chair

Tammy and Tony Allegretti

Fred and Jessica Jenkins

oyster perpetual yacht-ma ster

rolex

oyster perpetual and yacht-master are trademarks.
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Riverside House restoration complete
Local contractor lent
knowledge, insight
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
One of the area’s “forces for good”
is also a fundraising powerhouse.
During the past 90 years, the Junior
League of Jacksonville has raised millions for the more than 50 community
agencies it supports. But sometimes
the focus needs to be turned inwards.
When the League bought the building on the corner of Copeland and
Park streets in 1980 its members
raised over $260,000 for renovations,
successfully meeting the terms of a
challenge grant. Thirty-two years
later, the League was at it again.
Significant storm damage from
2012’s Tropical Storms Beryl and
Debby, as well as age-related mold,
rot and termite damage, put the
League in a position of taking on debt
or once again raising funds for the 87year-old building.
Meg Sacks, 2012-2013 president,
was faced with a seemingly daunting
task of overseeing both the renovation
done by The Turnage Company, 4114
Herschel Street, and a fundraising
campaign. “Although we have a
reserve account for such emergencies,
we are also asking members for donations and have raised about $90,000 to
date,” Sacks said. “We also took out a
line of credit to start the process, but
will pay it back through event rentals
and The District Church, a tenant.”
The three-phase renovations consisted of both interior and exterior
work and the project is being done in
three phases. Repairs included a new
roof, gutters and downspouts, repainting of the exterior and re-landscaping.
Inside, the only room that did not sustain damage was the Sustainers’
Lounge; otherwise, all rooms including the kitchen, reception hall and
auditorium were renovated.
One storage closet off the reception
hall was converted into a “bride’s
room” and another will be converted
into a lift for ADA compliance as part
of Phase 3, along with parking lot and
bathroom improvements. The League
has booked over a dozen wedding
receptions so far this year into the hall
which can seat 24 round tables of

eight. New A/V and sound system
complete the package, making
Riverside House desirable for meetings, seminars, lectures, recitals and
other events.
“A key player who did a fabulous
job during the project was Sheryl
Parramore, ASID, of Parramore
Interiors,” said Tom Turnage, president of The Turnage Company.
“Sheryl coordinated all of the selections, finishes and styles for the project and deserves a lot of credit for the
final product.
“Other partners include Townsend
Roofing, Thermodyne Services (A/C),
Smid’s Carpet and Tile, Armorshine
Floors, Vereen Plumbing, Always
Painting, Bold City Irrigation and
Donnell Landscape Design.
“Of course, the project wouldn’t
have happened without the leadership
and coordination of Meg Sacks,
Meredith Schmidt Guess, and Anita
Sanford of the Junior League,” concluded Turnage.
The Junior League of Jacksonville
is a mid-size league compared to others in the Association of Junior
Leagues of America; it has about 200
active members (up to age 40) and
over 600 sustainees (members over
age 40). For the League’s 90th
anniversary, the goal is to add 90 new
members.
At its May 7 annual meeting,
Meredith Schmidt Guess was elected
president for the 2013-2014 fiscal
year, which begins June 1. Two days
later, the League was honored by the

Jacksonville Speech & Hearing
Center for being the founder of that
agency, then stepping back to allow
them to operate as their own nonprofit organization.
The League’s community action
projects includes collecting things
like school supplies for Annie R.
Morgan Elementary School;
The Turnage Company worked 30 feet off the ground to
American Red Cross comfort care
replace the roof and gutters
kits for the homeless;
over 226,500 diapers for
Diaper Need, and underwear and socks for
Dignity U Wear.
Members also volunteer over 3,000 hours to
three programs, such as
Done in a Day, Kids in
the Kitchen and
C.A.R.E.S. (Caring
Assistance Resource
Education Support for
Annie R. Morgan
Riverside House auditorium still sports the original seating, but now with
Elementary and George
a central aisle more conducive to weddings
Washington Carver
Elementary).
annual River City Scavenger Hunt
The Junior League will soon be
through the Historic District and a
planning fundraisers such as the
new Holiday Market at the Hyatt.
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(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com
State Cert. #CFC056489

Now with Two Locations!
FLEMING ISLAND
1530 Business Center Drive, Suite 1
Orange Park, FL 32003
(904) 215-4221

OAKLEAF TOWN CENTER
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Suite 101
Jacksonville, FL 32222
(904) 404-4444

Dr. Elaine S. Martinez
Se Habla Español

www.DrElaineMartinez.com
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/dremartinezkoziol

CareCredit®
Military and major
insurances accepted.

www.JANIEBOYD.com
Please Visit Our Website to
See All of Our Listings

$475,000

5106 Pirates Cove Rd.

$369,000

2618 Algonquin Ave.

#VDL1PJOU3Et$299,000
Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
$355,000

4903 Apache Ave.

$269,900

1638 Geraldine Dr.

904.527.2525

4114 Herschel Street, Suite 114,
Jacksonville, FL 32210

$199,000

2237 Dellwood Ave.

$149,000
3880 Walsh St.

Buy with Conﬁdence. List with Success.

A car collector’s dream! 2000 SF in garage space, 6 bays
in the rear of the house, plus another 2800 SF in the main
house. Located on the creek, this has fantastic nature views
from everywhere.
The entire length
of the house is
screened decking
with a hot tub
with openings
to the living,
dining, kitchen
and bedrooms
areas!

St. Comforting
Everything the doctor said was a blur after one patient
with a heart condition found out she might also have breast
cancer. That was until she met Breast Health Advocate
Elizabeth J. Frketic who went above and beyond to turn
fear into hope. This patient wrote to tell us “the most
comforting and caring person was holding my arm” and
“a cloud was lifted from my mind.” At St.Vincent’s, Elizabeth
is more than a Breast Health Advocate.She’s a hand holder, a
shoulder to lean on, a tear wiper and, most of all, a friend.This
patient referred to her as an angel. We couldn’t agree more.

Above. Beyond. Because.

jaxhealth.com

F o r m o r e o n h o w S t . V i n c e n t ’s H e a l t h C a r e g o e s a b o v e a n d b e y o n d ,
visit jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code with your smar tphone.
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Numerous Northeast Florida residents have embraced the
Riverside Avondale community and chosen to call The John Gorrie a
condominium, Jacksonville’s premier condo community, home, including
Elizabeth McMullen and her two daughters, Kathryn and Caroline.
“I remember walking into the lobby of The John Gorrie and getting the
‘Welcome Home’ feeling I had been searching for,” said resident McMullen.
“From layout to location, I knew we were home.”
Originally from Pennsylvania, McMullen made the move to Jacksonville Beach
more than 10 years ago and quickly grew accustomed to life on the east side of
the Intracoastal. It wasn’t until one morning, while driving her daughters to the other side of
town for school, that she discovered a lifestyle she didn’t know she missed.
“I became enamored with Riverside
Avondale,” said McMullen. “The less car-centric, pedestrian-friendly community coupled
with the historical elements of the homes and
buildings opened my eyes to a world I didn’t
know I craved.” The McMullens immediately
began looking for a place that would fit all three
of their personalities and lifestyles.
“Trying to get three opinionated women to
agree on a place to live made the process of
finding a new home quite challenging,” said
McMullen. “And The John Gorrie was the
only place that all three of us agreed on.”
Elizabeth and her girls chose a two-bedroom condo, with a master bedroom large
enough for Kathryn and Caroline to share.
“We love that each unit has distinctive features restored
from the old school, as well as modern conveniences,” said

The John Gorrie offers
modern upgrades such as
GE appliances and
CaesarStone countertops
in the kitchen.

McMullen. “The expansive units provide us with ample
space to enjoy each other’s company and, at the
same time, have alone time.”
Elizabeth, Kathryn and Caroline have wasted no time in getting
acquainted with the eclectic and trendy neighborhood.
“We have really embraced the saying, ‘local is the new black,’ and
taken advantage of how close we are to the local restaurants and
shops,” said McMullen. “We, along with our French Bulldog puppy,
Ellie, enjoy short walks to our favorite hangouts, including Bold Bean
and Cool Moose. Not only have we embraced the community, but the
community has embraced us. I feel so blessed to have found the perfect place for my girls and I to begin this new chapter of our lives.”

For more information about how The John Gorrie can
be a part of the next chapter of your life, call
(904) 383-3688 or visit www.TheJohnGorrie.com.

$25
OFF

Get $25 Off your service
call every weekday
in June! Clip this
coupon and schedule
your appointment.
Saving money has
never been this easy!
Call Us Today 384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business
KRXUV0RQ)UL DPSP 'RHVQRWLQFOXGHLQVWDOODWLRQRI¿[WXUHVRU
appliances. Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit one
per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or
discounts. Not valid on quoted jobs. Payments must be made at time
RIVHUYLFHWRUHFHLYHGLVFRXQW2IIHU([SLUHV

Residential or Commercial

PERSONALIZED SERVICE

384-5661

3RVW6WUHHW-D[)/
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TerryVereenPlumbing.com

Most dietary and food allergy
Going to the market.
4
restrictions
can be accomodated.
 of quality, natural ingredients.
4Cost
s #USTOM MEALS
 time spent cooking.
4Your
s .ATURAL INGREDIENTS
 time spent cleaning.
4Your
s &LEXIBLE MEAL PLANS

Your time is important.
Why not have
your meal
prepared and
delivered to
your door by a
personal chef?

904.378.5335
info@thephantomchef.com
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James O. “Joby” Birr, III, an expert in
construction law with a talent for solving clients’ problems, has recently
become a partner at Jimerson & Cobb
P.A. in Jacksonville’s Riverside area.
The law firm at 701 Riverside
Park Place delivers personalized
legal service with passion and a deep
understanding of business and people.
Last year its founders, Christopher
Cobb and Charles Jimerson, were named
Rising Stars, a peer-nominated title from
Florida Super Lawyers Magazine
for the state’s top attorneys
under age 40. When seeking
lawyers with the same high
standard they found a match
in Birr, who has three times
been designated as a Rising
Star. Birr’s peers have also
awarded him with the highest level of honor, an AV
rating from MartindaleHubbell, for his legal
knowledge, analytical abilities, judgment, communication and experience.
Birr, 41, in his 13 years
of legal practice has
extensive experience in
construction-related claims
involving developers,

James O.
“Joby” Birr, III

P

homeowners, condominium associations,
subcontractors, contractors, suppliers and
insurance companies. That experience
includes handling construction lien and
bond claims, construction contract claims
and construction defect claims, among
other things.
“He’s a great addition because he
brings diversity of experience to the
firm,” Jimerson said.
Jimerson and Cobb appreciate Birr’s
natural competitive streak, which led to
his earning All-America honors in baseball at the University of North Florida
and being drafted by the St. Louis
Cardinals in June 1995.
“We’re litigators,” Jimerson said. “We
wanted someone who’s hungry to try
cases.”
Birr moved to Jacksonville in 1991 and
earned a bachelor’s degree from the
University of North Florida. He graduated with honors from the University of
Florida’s Frederick G. Levin College of
Law and was admitted to The Florida Bar
in 2000.
In 2008, Birr became board certified in
construction law for his special knowledge, skills and expertise. He practices
law in both state and federal courts.
Jimerson said Birr’s assertiveness, organization and tremendous resolve is an asset

Jimerson & Cobb is located at 701 Riverside
Park Place, Suite 302, Jacksonville, FL 32204.
The firm’s phone number is (904) 389-0050.
For more information, please visit their
website at www.jimersoncobb.com
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Document Shredding

$1.00 Per Pound
1/2 pound minimum

mocajac ksonvi lle .org

Get Your Shred On!
The UPS Stores are independently owned and operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., an
indirect subsidiary of United Parcel Service of
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and
hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 41018560407

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904-381-6678

because it helps him achieve successful
outcomes for his clients.
“When he’s on a case, he’s on top of
things,” Jimerson said. “He’s going to
push the pace and work for results.”
Legal analysis and experience are
critical, Birr said. But it’s equally important to be a good listener and a clear
communicator who helps clients understand the legal complexities of their situation and helps them avoid pitfalls.
“I’m a good problem solver,” Birr
said. “My clients get the value of my
knowledge and I’m making their life easier.”
Birr said he’s looking forward to
working with his good friend, Cobb,
another board certified construction
lawyer, who like Birr, attended UNF and
was a baseball standout. Last year, Cobb
was appointed by Gov. Rick Scott to the
Construction Industry Licensing Board, a
division of the Florida Department of
Business and Professional Regulation that
oversees the construction industry.
Birr lives in the Southside area with
his wife and two children. He is also
active with the University of North
Florida Osprey Club and is the
Jacksonville Public Library Foundation
Board of Directors Secretary. He is an
alumni of Leadership Jacksonville.
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5 Points woman publishes first book
Samantha Hyde named Episcopal’s
Director of Admissions
Episcopal School of Jacksonville announced
that Samantha Hyde, Class of 2000
Episcopal graduate, will assume
the role of Director of Admissions
effective July 1.
Sam, as she prefers to be
called, “is the perfect person to
take over the reins of the
Admissions Office,” said Head of
School Charley Zimmer. “Sam’s
enthusiasm for Episcopal, her previous experience working in other
independent schools, and her
knowledge of the Jacksonville area will serve
Episcopal well in the coming years. Sam is an
impressive example of what our school produces, a fact which will be significant in this
role.”

Hyde’s most recent experience has been as
Director of Communications for
Riverside Presbyterian Day School,
where she worked closely with the
admissions and advancement offices to
provide effective communications and
marketing efforts for the school’s various audiences. Of her new position
Hyde states “I am thrilled to return to
my Episcopal family and humbled by
the opportunity to lead our Admissions
Office. Go, Eagles!”
Hyde currently serves as presidentelect of the Up and Cummers, an affiliate organization of the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens,
and she is a volunteer for the Art and Antique
Show benefitting the Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Refreshing new skin spa opens in
Avondale area
Hila Head is happy to be back in the ‘hood. The
licensed aesthetician recently opened a skin spa at 4114
Herschel (in the St. Johns Professional Building) in
Avondale where she offers a range of facial treatments
from anti-aging to deep pore cleansing, exfoliation and
massage, acne treatments and chemical peels.
“My motto is ‘Relax. Restore. Results.’” said Head. “I
want my clients to feel good and refreshed after a session.”
Head offers corporate spa days for employee appreciation programs, holds facial parties and also works with
Catholic Charities offering treatments to refuges. She is
also training to be a certified American Cancer Society
aesthetician. Appointments at the Avondale location are
typically available Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Call (904) 699-8070 for an appointment or
email hilaskinspa@yahoo.com.

Sandi Gordon’s first novel, “The Journal,”
was launched at a book signing on May 11 at
Riverside Park Apartments last month. But it was
not the novel she set out to make for her first
book. “I woke up in the middle of the night years
ago and this book was before me – the subject,
the format and the first paragraph,” said Gordon.
“I call it God’s book because I had no intention
of writing about this subject.”
Gordon let the idea percolate for years, working on it sporadically until she began writing last
February at a feverish pace and completed it.
Although originally a journalist for a small Clay
County newspaper, Gordon spent 15 years with
a Fortune 500 company and then became a Real
Estate agent.

“The Journal” is a story about two sisters
who decide to reveal a tragic secret to other
family members; it is published by Cheyenne
Knopf of Onlinebinding.com.

Greg Bowen joins Traditions Realty
Traditions Realty welcomed Greg Bowen to the agency
last month, at their new office at 1046 Riverside Avenue.
Bowen has more than 16 years of experience in real estate
sales and management in the Jacksonville market and is a
multi-million dollar producer.
Bowen is a proven professional with vast knowledge of
historic areas, resources and renovations. He is a past
board member of Riverside-Avondale Preservation (RAP)
and was a member of the RAP Design Review Board and
has personally owned and renovated 13 homes. Bowen
has an eye for details regarding real estate contracts and
remodeling concerns and has built a solid reputation of
honesty and customer care with his clients and colleagues.

Riverside resident to perform at MOCA
Peter Michael Mosley, writer,
guitarist and founding member of
Jacksonville punk band Inspection
12, will perform in his first solo
venture at the Museum of
Contemporary Art on Jun. 5. The
show will feature a multi-talented
string quartet from members of
the Jacksonville University
Orchestra and there will also be a
special appearance by

singer/songwriter Jessica Pounds
of Canary in the Coalmine, for
which Mosley plays upright bass.
Mosley, who uses Peter
Michael professionally, is a composition major at Jacksonville
University and participates in the
orchestra, choral and jazz programs at JU. He also serves on
the board for the Jacksonville
Children’s Chorus.
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Local firm helps investors acquire secure, little known real estate investments
Despite market conditions, opportunities await
Have you ever driven past a Walgreens, CVS,
Starbucks, Verizon Wireless, Panera Bread or other
retail store and wondered who owns the actual
building and property?
With the extreme low interest rates banks are
paying, and wildly fluctuating stock markets,
investors are increasingly turning to a specific type
of commercial real estate as a secure way to earn a
high return, and monthly cash-flow, with little risk.
Warren & Company, a boutique brokerage firm
located in San Marco, is helping investors identify,
evaluate and acquire what’s known as “Single
Tenant Net Lease [STNL] properties”. The leases on
such properties offer a high return on investment,
and a solid monthly cash flow because virtually
all the expenses – including taxes and property
maintenance - are passed on to the sole tenant that occupies the
property.
“The risk on buying these properties is very low because you’re
dealing with investment-grade tenants who generally have lease terms
over 10 years”, says Robert Warren, the President & Broker for the firm.
“As the landlord you simply receive a check each month, pay the
mortgage on the property and pocket the difference.”
“STNL properties appeal to investors who have a minimum of
$250,000 to commit for the down payment”, Warren said. “And
the actual NET return on investment on this little-known area of
commercial real estate equates to 7-10%.”
According to Warren, single tenant net lease properties are regularly
acquired by institutional investors and corporations like Real Estate
Investment Trusts, however, the majority of individual investors have
no idea how secure, and profitable, these investments are. More
recently they’ve become attractive to individual investors who are
frustrated by the 1/2 percent interest rate they are earning on their
savings, and the erratic nature of stock markets.
Warren & Company is now bringing the same tools utilized by the

large institutional investors, many of whom are
clients of the firm, to Jacksonville residents.
“Some of the most astute investment
organizations in the world are actively buying real
estate investments called Single Tenant Net Lease
properties,” Warren said. “Most individual investors
have no idea these exists as an investment option.”
Warren specializes in this area, helping clients
identify, analyze and acquire such properties He’s
built a network of owners and brokers throughout
the country that develop and sell these leased
properties. “Another amazing thing about these
investments”, said Warren, is that “the credit of the
tenant is so strong, and the locations so prime, that
it’s not so important that the property is local, or that
the buyer have extremely strong credit. We actually
just helped a buyer complete a single tenant transaction in Alaska!”
Lately, the word is spreading about the firm’s success.
Last year, the Jacksonville Business Journal recognized Warren &
Company as one of Jacksonville’s Top 10 Commercial Real Estate
Agencies. In addition, this March, the firm received the CoStar
Power Broker Award, which recognizes agencies and individuals,
in each market, who closed the highest transaction volume in
commercial property sales or leases in 2012.Warren stresses the highreturn, low-risk nature of the single tenant net lease investments. The
major benefits are that you’re dealing with investment grade tenants,
with very long term leases, and that these investments require little or
no management from the owner as the tenant is charged with taking
care of everything.
Tenants are typically responsible for paying the taxes, property
insurance, maintenance and repairs, the details of which are spelled
out in a lease that typically ranges from 10 to 25 years.
“In effect, the tenant also pays down the mortgage, building equity
for the owner, while also earning a net return of 7 to 12 percent on the
cash invested,” Warren said.

Warren & Company is a boutique commercial brokerage firm with extensive experience working with STNL, and
other, real estate investments. The firm is located at 1649 Atlantic Blvd., Suite 210. Bob Warren can be reached at
(904) 999-4029 or (904) 399-4433. For additional information, visit www.warrenandcompany.net.
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Know the tides to enjoy the area’s inlets this summer

Kids enjoying bird island

peratures which can translate into a better
swimming experience.
A moving tide (whether incoming or outgoing) is also very important to know. Safety
is critical and understanding the strong currents and how swimming kids will be pulled
in the tidal flow is important. Moving water
also means fishing will be better.
With outgoing tides, brackish water will be
moving through these inlets as it flows to the
ocean. Plus, you will constantly need to be
BY NATHAN & TED MILLER
watching your boat as the water recedes. We
have seen many beached boats over the
Growing up in Jacksonville, I spent a lot
years, mine included. But a push from a few
of summer days fishing in the ocean. Friends
friendly neighbors can ensure you will not be
and I would go look for tarpon along the
stuck there for hours.
beach. The air temperatures were in the 90s,
Personally, my favorite time to be there is
and the water temperature was not far
the
last half of an incoming tide. This way,
behind. We would fish until it was just too hot
you have moving
to take it anyMitchel and Tommy Donahoo enjoying Bird Island
water which is
more. We usualgood for fishing.
ly fished out of
And the water
Mayport and the
clarity and temmouth of the St.
peratures will be
Johns River. As
ideal for swimwe headed in,
ming and coolwe would take a
ing off the entire
detour a few
time we are
miles to the
there.
north and go
We can’t conbeach the boat
trol
the
tides.
All
we
can
do
is
look
at a tide
at the Ft. George River inlet. This is where
chart
a
day
or
two
before
going
to
become
we would cool off, and talk about all the tarfamiliar with the conditions you will be dealpon we did not catch, and all the sharks we
ing with. You can certainly alter your arrival
did.
and departure time by a few hours to ensure
We spent a lot of time boating around
these inlets. Back then, you could run around your time is spent under the conditions you
prefer.
all day during the summer and you could
While boating around our inlets, you need
count the number of other boats you saw on
to
use
extreme caution. Most of the beaches
one hand, even on the weekend. Today, on a
and
swimming
spots are on the inshore side
nice summer day, you may be lucky to find a
of
any
ocean
breakers,
so you can access all
place to beach your boat.
these
areas
from
the
Intracoastal
Waterway
Many of these inlets have car parking and
(ICW).
But
if
you
decide
to
navigate
the inlets
good access by foot. So a boat is not a
either
into
or
from
the
ocean,
use
extreme
necessity to enjoy these waterways.
caution. The sandbars can be tricky and the
One of the most important things to know
currents can be very strong. With an outgowhen using our inlets (besides the weather)
ing tide flowing in an easterly direction, and
is the tides. And different tides offer different
an easterly wind and swell pushing against it,
experiences.
the flowing water will build into breakers and
Some prefer a low tide when the sand
standing waves that can easily swamp a
bars are exposed. There is more space availboat. And running into a sand bar with strong
able to set your umbrella and chairs and
offers more beach to pull a boat onto. But low currents and swells is not good. Knowing
where the channels are each year as they
tide means the water you will be enjoying will
can move from year to year is critical. Even if
be from the rivers as it makes its way to the
you frequent these areas and have a lot of
ocean. The water will be more brackish with
experience boating, these areas are conless clarity. The water temperature will also
stantly changing. A sandbar this year may
be slightly warmer as it originated from the
not look the same or may have moved slightshallows of the creeks where it has been
ly from last year.
heated by the sun earlier in the day.
High tides offer less sand and beach to
use. Many of the sandbars will be submerged and not usable. But the water will be
fresh sea water. In fact, if you hit a high tide
just right on a clear summer day, you may
think you are swimming in the Caribbean.
The water clarity can rival any tropical paradise. And on a hot summer day, the fresh
sea water can offer slightly less water tem-

FEATURED INLETS
Nassau Sound
This inlet is located at the southern tip of
Amelia. This area features Bird Island which
is one of the more well-known islands our
local inlets have to offer. Boaters have been
coming here for years looking for sand dollars or just to hang out and cool off. The fish-

ing around this inlet can be incredible. Fish
like whiting, red fish, trout, flounder, jacks,
lady fish, catfish and small sharks can all be
caught in the spring and summer months all
from the beach. And the tarpon fishing from
July and into September can be fantastic.
Ft. George River
This inlet is located a few miles north of
the mouth of the St. Johns River. Ft. George
has become one of the more popular inlets
among boaters. This inlet offers a long beach
that runs along the south end of Little Talbot
Island and can be great protection from a
strong north wind. As you make your way
towards the inlet under Heckscher Drive,
there are more sandbars to enjoy, but only at
low tide. These sand bars will be submerged
when the tide is high. This inlet has closed in
over the past few years so navigating to and
from the ocean is extremely difficult.
St. Augustine Inlet
This inlet offers beautiful sandbars
exposed at low tides, fantastic fishing, and
great restaurants near-by. With restaurants
like Caps and Aunt Kate’s only a few miles
north of the inlet, you can make the short
boat run and use their docks to enjoy a great
lunch or early dinner. The city dock also
offers slips for around $10 and is within walking distance to downtown restaurants and
shops along the historical St. George Street.
Matanzas Inlet
Matanzas Inlet is roughly 17 miles south
of the St. Augustine inlet. Matanzas is one of

the smaller inlets in our area, but offers
beaches and sandbars and has some of the
clearest water of any of our inlets. Matanzas
has begun to close in over the past few
years as well, so navigation to and from the
ocean is not recommended. This inlet is easily accessed by foot. Or you can launch a
boat along A1A near Devil’s Elbow fish camp
and run a few miles down the ICW to the
inlet.
All these areas offer breathtaking scenery.
And with limited use of your child’s electronics while on the water, this time offers the
perfect opportunity to teach them to throw a
cast net for bait, fish, catch and release.
Last month, my wife chose to spend
Mother’s Day on Bird Island. She sat on the
beach with a picnic while I fetched whatever
it was that she desired. And between my
wife’s catering requests, I spent my time satisfying the demands of persistent kids asking
to be pulled on the tube just ‘one more time’.
With Father’s Day around the corner, and
the ability to choose the destination for that
day, I see a trip to one of our area’s inlets as
a strong possibility.

Send your pictures, stories and
favorite destinations to
The Miller Brothers at
Nathan@FredMillerGroup.com or
Ted at Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.

PAGE 32

JUNE 2013

Sixth Clay Roberts Memorial
Scholarship awarded
In memory of a son, Clay’s
Tournament draws others
grieving similar losses
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A lot of memories are made on the
water, mused Gary Roberts, founder of In
River Or Ocean. The
nonprofit organization, founded in
2007 in memory of
his son Clay, promotes Clay’s passion for fishing and
love of the water
and awards scholarships to Bishop
Kenny High School
students who most
closely fit Clay’s profile, emulating his
spirit and values.
“The students
must be a varsity
athlete, with at least
a 2.0 GPA,” said
Roberts. “After that,
it’s up to the teachers and peers to
identify young men
and women who
most closely match
Clay’s personality.
The students don’t
apply, and it’s a surprise to us each
year.”
This year the
sixth four-year
$1,000 scholarship
was awarded to
[name] at Bishop Kenny’s Awards Night on
May 23. Roberts’ daughter Casey, 21, presented the award.
This scholarship, unlike most, is not
limited in how it can be used. “If someone
going to school out of state, or out of
country, needs to go home, this can help
with those expenses,” Roberts explained.
The annual tournament draws people

Feed Your Father
bring him to the Cool Moose!

ards
Gift Clable
Avai

for a variety of reasons. Many are friends
of Clay, who died in a tragic fall the last
semester of his senior year at Bishop
Kenny in 2007. Others have also lost a
child and share the same burden of grief.
One annual angler only just recently
shared with Roberts that he too had lost
his son, but didn’t want to burden Roberts
with his own grief.

“When something like this first happens
to you, you think you’re the only one to
have suffered this kind of loss, but there
are a lot of people out there grieving,” said
Roberts with a catch in his voice. “The
tournament helps bring these kinds of
souls together.”
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Clay Roberts
Memorial
Scholarship Winners

Charter captain Don Dingman lost
his son in 2004 and started a foundation
and a television show, Hook the Future,
which promotes fishing with children.
Dingman was introduced to Roberts
through the Jacksonville Offshore Sport
Fishing Club and now Hook the Future

• 2008: Sean Brown
Merchant Marine Academy
Class of 2013
• 2009: Thomas Lemmon
University of North Florida
Class of 2014

New Junior Anglers Division at
6th annual Clay Roberts Inshore Slam
Fast becoming a tradition for the fishing
community on Father’s Day weekend, the 6th
Annual Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore Slam
Fishing Tournament at Beach Marine, 2315
Beach Blvd., is scheduled for June 15.
Several hundred people are expected to
attend this year’s tournament, making it one of
the premier tournaments of the season. “We
had 91 boaters sign up for the first tournament,” said Gary Roberts, father of Clay
Roberts. “Although we were hurt by the economy in recent years, we continued to fund the
scholarships.”
Entry Fee/ Registration: Entry Fee is
$100 per boat prior to Jun. 1, and $110 per
boat through Jun. 14. Registration closes at
the end of the Captain’s Meeting scheduled for
Friday, Jun. 14, 7 p.m. at the Mudville Grille,
3105 Beach Blvd. Clay’s Tournament is also
introducing a Junior Anglers Division, is open
for children ages four to fifteen. Registration is
$15 per junior angler.

Sixty-pound gag grouper no joke
Kyle Mullaney, a 24-year-old St.
Nicholas resident and avid fisherman, doesn’t have to spin stories
about the one that got away after
catching a 60.38 pound gag grouper
last month.
“Up to this point, it is the highlight
of my life,” Mullaney said. “I will probably not ever see another one like
that.”
While it only took Mullaney, who
was 50 miles offshore, five minutes to
reel in the grouper, his friend helped
by driving the boat away once the
fish was hooked. Mullaney said that
helped keep the fish from swimming
back down into the wreck where it
would have likely gone free. Mullaney
plans to have the grouper mounted
so the story can tell itself – no hook,
line or sinker needed.

• 2010: Brendan Coster
Flagler College, Class of 2015
Foundation will provide some of the prizes
for the Junior Anglers competition in the
6th annual Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore
Slam Fishing Tournament (see sidebar).
“This is our sixth year for the tournament and we’re at a crossroads to take it
beyond what we’ve done the previous five
years,” said Gary Roberts, owner of
Roberts’ South Bank Pharmacy and father
of Clay Roberts. “Although it’s mostly men
in the tournament we do have couples, so
we hope to add a separate women’s division next year.”

Tournament Schedule: The tournament
weather call will be made at 6 a.m. on
Saturday, Jun. 15. The tournament committee
reserves the right to cancel the tournament
due to unsafe conditions. Four hours of fishing
will constitute a tournament day. Weigh-in,
Saturday, Jun. 15, 2 to 4 p.m. Food and festivities begin at 3 p.m. Awards ceremony at 5 p.m.
Weather date will be Sunday, Jun. 16.
Tournament Awards: There will be four
awards categories, with three prizes in each
category, for a total of $10,500 in prizes. Prizes
will also be awarded to the top ten junior
anglers. Sponsorships are available and benefits include banners, boat entries and program
acknowledgement.
All proceeds from the tournament are used
to fund the Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship
at Bishop Kenny High School. For more information or to register online, go to
FishWithClay.com or call (904) 384-0775.

• 2011: Stephen Clark
Averett University, Class of 2016
• 2012: Rose Walsh
University of Notre Dame
Class of 2017
• 2013: Hunter Parry
LeGrange College
Class of 2018

Leggett
Heating & Air
Conditioning, Inc.
CALL FOR YOUR SUMMER MAINTENANCE

10% OFF
Expires June 30, 2013

STATE CERTIFIED:
CACO 58450

CALL:

384-2612

Join Us
On
Sunday
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sunday School (all ages)
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in Peterson Fellowship Hall

4275 Herschel Street
)D[
ZZZVMSFMD[RUJ
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The phrase “Father knows best” often comes
to mind when we think of our childhood. From
help with schoolwork to advice about love and
careers, our dads have been there through
thick and thin, to offer their words of wisdom.
And, even in adulthood, their advice is still
sage in an ever-changing world. Here, some
of your neighbors share their fathers’ insights
in tributes to the men in our lives.
Happy Father’s Day, dads!

Ken Strickler

“My father was many things, but in a
word, he was a role model, at least that is
how I think of my dad. A career naval officer who served in World War II in the
Pacific, he was always one to look up to,
to listen to, and yes, to obey! Throughout
my life I witnessed many acts of kindness
by my father. I believe Dad tried to live the
life he preached and to offer us an example to follow. That is why, to this very day,
I often say to myself, ‘What would Dad
do?’” – Chuck Strickler, Venetia

John M. Largent

John McCoy Dooley

“My grandfather was very instrumental in the shaping of my life. He
not only taught me about his deep faith in God, but how to be a nondependent female. When an electric fan did not work, he helped me
make the repairs. We built book cases and I learned to use and care
for his tools. Before I was allowed to get behind the wheel of a car, I
had to be able to change a flat tire. I miss so much his Godly example and the wonderful old stories he would tell.”

“My father loved family. My father loved to
laugh and sing. He had a wonderful sense of
humor and a beautiful tenor voice. He only
passed on part of that to me. I can’t sing, but
I do like a good laugh. My salesman father
said that sales was nothing more than building relationships. I was in sales for 20 years.
He passed that on to me.”

– Anita G. Jones, Avondale

– Jean Grant-Dooley, Riverside

Milo Deon Richardson

Dick Harbison

“My dad owned and operated a fish market,
which became a restaurant famous for its
fried chicken and seafood, at the corner of
Park & Dancy Street in Riverside. The most
important gift that I have been given was the
love that my parents shared—and the love
that they gave their children. For this love
gave us a sense of security that has allowed
us to be the children of God that we were
created to be. I learned to respect and value
women from my father. I learned to be a
good father and husband because Dad
taught me how.”

– Jack Richardson, Riverside

Paul West

“Best advice from my dad? Get a college education! My father completed and renovated my
entire apartment above my dental practice. If it
wasn’t for him, my practice wouldn’t look as nice
as it does today.”

– Jacqueline West, Fairfax Manor

“My father is a retired Presbyterian pastor,
and the best advice was given just before I
married Stuart: Rich is not what you have,
or who you are, or even where you are
going. Rich is who you have beside you.
Dad gathers us together every year for a
week at the beach – brothers, sisters, all
the little cousins and reminds us of another
key piece of advice – Enjoy! Enjoy!”

– Mark Harbison, Riverside

Bill Ketchum

“He didn’t preach to us, it’s not his nature, so I
can’t offer a fatherly proverb – but that was the
very power of his example. He modeled integrity,
personal responsibility and a lack of pretense.
He didn’t give me advice, he showed it to me.
Dad also taught me the rewards of competition
and the great satisfaction of mastery. We both
love SEC sports and try to watch or go to games
together with my son. We particularly like the
Florida (his alma mater) vs. Vanderbilt (my alma
mater) match ups. True to form, he is gracious in
my more frequent defeats.”

–Will Ketchum, Avondale

Celebrate Father’s Day
with his favorite Ice
Cream Cake

David Bu Shea
“When I think about advice from my father, name,
the most prominent phrase would be: “You don’t get
something for nothing.” He has helped me be the
self-assured individual that I am and, in the face of
failure, encouraged me to keep moving forward. His
encouragement had something to do with my critical
way of seeing the world. I’m not sure he imagined I
would turn out to be so critical, strong-willed, and
empowered, though!”

– Staci Bu Shea, Riverside

John Adams
“I was born on Father’s Day and that always made my
birthday special. I was with my father when he died on
Father’s Day and I was very thankful for this dear man. The
best advice he ever gave was ‘Happiness is wanting what
you have, not having what you want.’ My dad was a great
role model of what a husband should be like and he lived
his life as a servant leader. He was generous with praise
and affection.”
– Sherri Webb, Riverside

Add Your Voice to a Beautiful
Sunday Worship Experience!
in Riverside’s Historic Cathedral
A “New Voice” in the Heart of Riverside.

June Featured Cake
Peanut Butter Cup!
In 6” or 8” round, this Edgewood Bakery
Chocolate cake is filled with Dreamette
Peanut Butter Ice Cream and topped with
Chocolate drizzle and Chocolate Peanut
Butter bark.Ask us about our other Ice
Cream Cake flavors! 904-389-8054

Congratulations Class of 2013!
Order your graduation cake, cupcakes,
cookies or favorite treat from Edgewood
Bakery. Select from our designs or custom
design something unique.

4&EHFXPPE"WFt(904) 389-8054tXXXFEHFXPPECBLFSZDPN

0QFO5VFTEBZUISPVHI4BUVSEBZBNUPQN$MPTFE4VOEBZBOE.POEBZ

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.
We are happy to introduce our new minister,
3FWFSFOE#SPDL"EBNT IJTXJGF,SJTUJOBOENPOUI
old son Henry Brockman Adams. Beyond his role at
Riverside, Brock teaches Humanities, Literature, and
Religion at Florida State College at Jacksonville and
Jacksonville University. We invite your visit to hear
our new voice and to add your voice to a beautiful
Sunday Worship experience.

Riverside’s Historic Cathedral
The Sanctuary of RIVERSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

2650 1BSL4U,JOH4Ut  

www.rbcjax.com
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Fathers growing gardens…and gardeners
BY VICTORIA REGISTER FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Most gardeners water, weed and sow
seeds, but who sows the seeds that
sprout into the urban gardeners themselves? For a number of Historic
District urban farmers it was a father or
a grandfather who first opened the garden gate.
Paul Joseph Seymore, Jr. remembers
going with his father to purchase tomato plants at a lumber yard on Roosevelt
Avenue. Seymore Senior was known
for his very straight garden rows and if
young Paul’s rows did not measure up,
everything came out and he started
over. As a result of the early emphasis
on aesthetic order, the Seymore plot at
the Superior Street Community Garden,
which Paul shares with wife Diane, is
now a model of geometric perfection.
“I was the garden go-fer,” recalls
Seymore. “My father grew up in coal
mining country where a garden was
serious because it was necessary for
family survival. My dad joined the
Navy to see the world, but at home he
gardened.”
Connie Gandy, known as the Garden

Guardian at West Riverside Elementary,
attributes both her gardening and her
woodworking skills to her father Carl
Mericle. “On my ninth birthday, he
gave me a garden and a jigsaw, the kind
that cuts wood. We already had a
pony.”

Because Gandy, like Alice Waters of
Edible Schoolyard, believes that many
people don’t garden because they don’t
know what to do with the things they
grow, she recently prepared a veggie
tasting for all 360 students and staff at
West Riverside.

Gandy’s home garden on the corner
of James and Oak Street is a show stopping reflection of her father’s gifts.
Collards, tomatoes, eggplant and herbs
peek through her Asian inspired wooden fence. A red door hangs beneath a
Japanese Tori-gate entrance.

“I used produce from the school’s
garden, my garden and donated produce from Grassroots Market. From
those three sources, I crafted a macaroni salad with broccoli pesto. Only
three kids refused to eat the food. Five
took a No Thank You bite and the rest

ate it and asked me how to fix it. One
fourth grader said she wished she could
have food like this in the cafeteria.”
Gandy, a former caterer, concocts many
creative dishes featuring her home garden’s produce.
Young Navy doc, Alexander Hray
III, who tends his two Oak Street raised
beds carefully, credits his father and his
grandfather with cultivating his interest
in edibles. “Dad always had tomatoes
in our small yard, sometimes cukes, an
occasional eggplant. My grandfather,
whose rake and hoe I use, had a larger
garden, one about the size of Cherry
Street Park. I think folks my age are
drawn to gardening because it is real
and it is calming. It provides some balance. So much of our life is digital and
distracted.”
Brian Lapinski, whose Down To
Earth CSA feeds organic produce to
over twenty Historic District families,
did not get his desire to farm from his
own father, but he is certainly passing
down fatherly farming energy and
expertise to his two daughters, Olivia
and Abigail.
“They watch me do the thousand
things the CSA requires. Sometimes
they help. Abigail was helping me put
out irrigation last week…she’s three.”
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Ila Rae Merten
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Tom and Ila Rae
Merten

Ila Rae Merten is a transplant into
the Historic District, not a native plant.
Still, her almost half a century residence in the District gives her deep
struck roots. Arriving in Jacksonville
from Okeechobee in the early ‘70s,
Merten was unaware of the Riverside
area. “I chose Arlington because I saw
there was a university there. But it
turned out the area was more military
than academic.
“A friend of mine invited me to her

apartment on Donald Street. I fell in
love with the area and moved immediately. I joined the Food Co-op Natural
Alternatives on Park Street. I think it
had started at the Unity Church, but by
the time I joined it was now located
next to a 7-11 on Park. It was there I
met my husband Tom Merten.
“The Co-op had been given the use
of some land out in Whitehouse on
which to grow strawberries.
Unfortunately, we planted them in a
drought, so I began traveling out there
with Tom to water them. The berries
did not make it, but we were able to
grow greens, trashcans full of them.
“Tom and I were married in 1975
and began to house hunt shortly thereafter. Tom typed up a brief note that
told folks we were looking for a three
bedroom, two bath house with room
for a garden. We walked around the
area we liked which was between Park
and Post and west of Willowbranch to
put out the notes. The owner of 2804
Post Street called us and that is how
we got the house we have lived in for
38 years.
“When we moved into the neighborhood it was in serious decline.
Many of the original homeowners had
grown elderly and couldn’t keep up
their homes. Some owners had died
and their homes had become rental
properties rather than attracting new
owners because of a housing glut and
rising interest rates and it was difficult
to get a good mortgage.
“A really sad example of the area’s
decline was the bungalow diagonally
across Post Street from us. It had been
divided into two apartments. It burned
and was condemned. Somehow the

Need a New View?

owner managed to rerent it without renovating it. It burned
again and was finally
shut down by the city.
“When we moved
in, many of our elderly neighbors came to
welcome us. Women
like Nellie Crews and
Lillie Mains were
very glad to have as
neighbors. Later, I
learned why they were
so enthused. Our
house had been used
as party central for
some time. Perhaps
that explained the pile Early 1970s co-op
of mattresses we
found on the back porch.
“Rounds of burglaries and break-ins
plagued the neighborhood. The problems caught the attention of Father
Jim Dannals, Rector of the Church of
the Good Shepherd on Stockton
Street. Fr. Dannals organized efforts to
fight crime. We formed Civilian Crime
Patrols and were taught how to recognize suspicious activities. We built
community by planting trees and participating in RAP potlucks. It was
really helpful to swap stories with
other urban pioneers, folks who were
doing some of the same things we
were doing.
“We banded together to encourage
home ownership. Richard Eckler’s
house which is several houses east of
ours was sold to him with a community paint job offered if he bought the
house to live in. Ten to fifteen of us
painted the house before he moved in.
“Each sale made the neighborhood
more desirable. Some folks from
RADO, Barney Smith and Darrell
Smith, approached my husband about
recommending a renovation and he
encouraged them to buy the house that
had burned twice. When it was fixed
up, it sold immediately and was the
catalyst for the restoration and sale of
several other homes. It was a classic
domino effect. The renovation

became the site of a father-daughter
mini-school as Tom taught Erin, our
daughter, her basic carpentry skills.
“In addition to Erin, we had
Jonathan. Because we were committed to public education, we became
active at West Riverside Elementary, a
school that had been in transition for
years. Once the elementary schools of
community leaders, it was now 87%
free lunch. Some of the teachers were
demoralized by the change.
“Suzanne McCrary organized
parental support for the school. It
seems a number of Riverside parents
had been sending their children to
Fishweir using relatives’ addresses.
Suzanne confronted them and encouraged them to come back to West
Riverside and support the PTA’s
efforts to improve the school.
“Improve it we did. We did
fundraising for supplies and volunteered our time in the classroom.
Cleaning out the PTA closet one day, I
read some minutes that were written
almost a century ago. During that
meeting, there had been a discussion
of landscaping and a possible talk on
eugenics.
“Looking back, it seems to me that
we were community building. I’m not
sure we called it that at the time, but
that is certainly what we were doing.”

DICATED TO
DE

Riverside Presbyterian Apartments
Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Available.
(Utilities Included)

Equal Housing Opportunity
Some residential restrictions apply.
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Accurate, Timely Action for
Your Transitional Years
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Mike Jorgensen, LL.M
Senior Counsel will assist you with making informed
decisions and with evaluating the many alternatives available
to you as you plan for your financial and healthcare future.
With over 25 years of experience, we are dedicated to
assisting you regarding your estate, whether the estate is
for tax purposes, Medicaid, probate, bankruptcy, etc. Asset
preservation in any estate will concern matters related
to your finances, as well as your personal wishes. We will
commit to assist you with your planning needs and to make
you aware of different possibilities and alternatives.
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Alumni veterans add poignancy to fallen heroes dedication
beginning with
World War II and
including the
most recent
engagements
overseas,
Operation
Enduring
Freedom and
Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
On a hot
Saturday in May,
veterans of past
wars and conflicts
who attended Lee
High School were
A flag folding ceremony by the Filipino American Veterans Society reminded the gathering
on hand to particithat the folded flag signifies the final tribute to an individual life that a family sacrificed and
gave to the nation.
pate in or solemnly observe the cerAlumni and students alike turned
emony,
which
included
speeches by
out last month at Robert E. Lee High
The Honorable McCarthy “Mack”
School for a sobering reminder of the
service and sacrifice that so many give Crenshaw, Jr. (Class of 1960) and his
brother Congressman Andrew
for freedom. A Fallen Heroes monuCrenshaw, Florida House of
ment was dedicated in honor of the
Representatives (Class of 1962).
171 alumni who were killed in action

The story of a surviving hero was
that of veteran Col. Carl B. Crumpler,
who served in World War II, the
Korean Conflict and the Vietnam War.
He spoke to Kevin Kuzel about his
service, including the 1.734 days of
captivity as a POW in the Hanoi
Hilton. “I was shot down on 5 July,
1968 and released on 14 March 1973,”
said Col. Crumpler (Class of 1945),
who grew up on Avondale. He flew F86 Sabrejets and F-4 Phantoms and,
after returning from Vietnam, continued his military career as Director of
Logistics at the Army Test Center at
Eglin Air Force Base.
Also in attendance was John Chitty,
Class of 1944, who served in the Navy
during World War II, enlisting in 1942
and serving 26 months prior to graduation from Lee. “I played fast-pitch
softball at NAS Jax during boot
camp,” he recalled. “I got orders to go
to San Diego and then on to Tokyo
Bay, but then Jimmy Doolittle dropped
the bomb [April 18, 1942] and my

A century of blessing for Riverside resident

According to lifelong family friend
Linda Kahn, Georgia Mae will also
tell you that she does not
have a Florida Social
Security number (because
Standard Oil of Kentucky
applied for Social
Security numbers for its
employees and since this
was done through their
headquarters in Kentucky,
the numbers assigned were for the
state of Kentucky).

Riverside Park United Methodist
Church celebrated the 100th birthday
of its long-time member Georgia Mae
Spear Cuppett at St. Catherine
Laboure Manor on Apr. 24, her birthday.
Cuppett attended Annie Lytle and
Ortega elementary schools and John
Gorrie Junior High School. After her
father died when she was 15 years old,
Cuppett’s mother sent her to Jones

Business College. Upon graduating
she took a job as a bookkeeper at
Standard Oil of Kentucky which had
its southeastern regional offices on
Riverside Avenue where she worked
for many years. She earned the magnificent sum of $2/day (not per hour,
Georgia Mae will tell you, but per
day). Of course that was during the
depression and she was truly blessed
to have a job.

John and Helen Chitty, Lee High School alumni, with the
newly dedicated Fallen Heroes monument

orders were cancelled.” John and his
wife Helen, another Lee alumnus, live
in Venetia.
David Seamans, president of
Florida Fallen Heroes and the Timothy
J. Seamans Memorial Foundation,
dedicates a monument at each home
town high school for all of the fallen
heroes of the Iraq/Afghanistan conflict. Each memorial site also includes
one or more plaques with the names of
each fallen alumni from past wars and
conflicts.
Cuppett met her husband Joe, who
passed away in 2005, at the dry cleaning shop that her mother
ran in Avondale. Joe and
Georgia Mae were married
in 1938 in the Riverside
Park United Methodist
Church parsonage, and had
two daughters, Carolyn
Cuppett Thornton (who
attended the party) and
Margaret Cuppett McIlvaine.
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Fidget blankets soothing for Alzheimer’s patients
Volunteers at Avondale United
Methodist Church, 1651 Talbot Ave.,
recently churned out 50 fidget (activity) blankets for use at senior facilities
and hospices for residents suffering
from dementia or Alzheimer’s disease.
People with dementia often have
restless hands and like to have something to keep their hands occupied. A
fidget blanket not only keeps hands
busy, it provides a wonderful source of
visual and tactile stimulation and at
the same time keeping knees snug and
warm. It’s ideal for older people living
in care homes and makes a great gift
for an older family member with

dementia living in their own home.
On May 19, during the church’s
quarterly Day of Service, women gathered in the fellowship hall to cut,
assemble and sew the 18x30-inch
blankets that provide tactile sensations
for repetitive finger movements.
Lifelong member Betsy Clark works
as a chaplain for Heartland Hospice,
where some of the blankets will be
taken.
Other activities during Day of
Service included cleaning up nearby
Boone and Fishweir parks, the parish
prayer garden, and the yards of the
elderly.

Donna Hammond (right) and Janisha Ocaña put the finishing touches on fidget blankets.

Senior Expo opens with awards

IS A TEENAGED GAL .

At Camellia Retirement Community, we think of retired
folks as “teenagers with more experience.” We also think
that retirement should be really fun. Those thoughts are
what make us so different, and why you’ll feel like you
live in a luxury resort. Come see for yourself. Call now
to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour.

Move In by June 30, 2013 & Receive Two Months Free Rent!

YOUR R E T I R E M E N T. YOUR S T ORY.

éĴĴĔéVĬ¢¢ĚĬwĚ¢ĉMÐĬĮ2wÐčâÛīÈÑÑ¢"ÑâĉÈw
ôÜĴ¸õ³éÜÇéĴĜ¸www.camelliaatdeerwood.com

Female Senior of the Year – Carol Lovins

Health Fair attracted thousands of seniors from across the area to the funfilled and informative two-day event. In
addition to offering information on
investing, travel, retirement living
choices, health, including free health
screenings and tests, recreation and fitness, other activities include free educational seminars, hourly door prizes and
entertainment.

Affordable Home Care Services
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Inside every
retired gal.
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Mayor Alvin Brown acknowledged
seven local senior citizens for their outstanding contributions to the community at the annual Senior Expo on May
15. The event also debuted the muchanticipated 2013-2014 Senior Services
Directory, and entertainment featured
the Sophisticated Gents and the
Dazzling Diamonds of Jacksonville on
the dance floor.
The 2013 Mayor’s Senior Awards
Ceremony honored Carol Lovins as
Female Senior of the Year and Willie
Ivey as Male Senior of the Year, with a
runner-up in each category, Frances
Robinson and Charles Simmons,
respectively. One couple, Rev. Buck
and Nikki Stanley, received the James
L. Fortuna Lifetime Achievement
Award.
The 17th Annual Senior Expo and
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GoGIVERS
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Richard Lipsey,75, a nine-year volunteer for the Salvation Army, gets
just as excited about bell ringing for
donations at Christmas as he does
working on the advisory board and
committees to guide the organization.
The Ortega resident and his wife
Cecilia, also a longtime SA volunteer,
board and committee member, have
made important contributions to the
charity, according to Calanthea Hires.
“The Lipseys have both served the
organization in so many ways, from
bell ringing for donations to their
board responsibilities and committee
work over many years. They have
been extremely active and important
volunteers all over the organization,”
said Hires, the Salvation Army
Northeast Florida Area Command
Volunteer Recruiter.
According to Lipsey, one reason he
volunteers for the Salvation Army is
because he knows firsthand that they
use public donations frugally and
wisely, with the least overhead compared to many charitable organizations. He believes that his volunteerism handling environmental
assessments of donated and owned
property for the Salvation Army is his
most important contribution to the
organization.
“I see them doing the most good in
the community for the least amount of
overhead cost, with the majority of

money going straight to feeding,
clothing, housing, training and
rehabilitating hundreds of
screened individuals. Many of
these individuals and families are
able to get back on their feet and
go on to become successful in
their lives,” he said. “The
Salvation Army programs and
methods really work and I have
personally seen it.”
When Lipsey attends the
monthly board meetings he is
most impressed with the individuals who come to speak and
describe their experiences going
through the Salvation Army programs.
In so many cases, according to
Lipsey, the person finds a fresh start
in life, after going through drug, alcohol or substance abuse, loss of
employment, illness or other difficulties.
Lipsey, a forensic toxicologist,
retired from his professorship at the
University of Florida in Gainesville
and relocated to Jacksonville in 1980.
He continued to work in research and
development for a chemical corporation, and although now semi-retired,
he still handles approximately 20
cases every year as a litigation expert
witness for hospitals and corporations.
His other credentials include: CNN
Contributor, adjunct professor,
University of North Florida/OSHA
Haz Mat Certification, Florida State
College of Jacksonville - Institutional

Richard Lipsey

Occupational Safety & Health Former
Chairman, State of Florida Licensed
Mold Inspector, University of Florida
Medical Center, Jacksonville, FL
Poison Information Center, Clinical
Toxicology Advisory Committee.
Cecilia Bryant, Lipsey’s wife of 26
years is an attorney in corporate law
and finance. She has served on the
Salvation Army’s Advisory Board and
the Finance Committee approximately
ten years. She also rings the bell for
holiday donations with her husband
and works as a volunteer in many
areas. Bryant has served on the boards
of many other organizations and corporations. She is the daughter of the
late former Florida Governor C. Farris
Bryant who served from 1961-65.
Ask Lipsey why he has given so
many hours of his life to volunteering
and he does not hesitate.
“I saw President Kennedy’s speech
on television, when he said, ‘...ask not

what your country can do for you,
but ask what you can do for your
country.’ I was the third of nine
children in my family. I went to
my mother and asked her which of
us was going to join the Peace
Corps. She said she thought it
should be me and that’s exactly
what I did,” he said. “I joined the
Peace Corps and served in Borneo
from 1963 to ‘65 where I replaced
another volunteer. Only later did I
find out that he had been killed
there. I learned many things but
most important was a broader
understanding of human nature – that
every life has equal value. There were
natives who couldn’t read or write,
wore loincloth and carried blow dart
guns and head-hunting swords...in a
Borneo jungle any education I had
meant nothing...any one of them
could save my life in that environment. I realized I was no more valuable or important than any one of
them.”
The Salvation Army currently has
urgent needs for volunteer individuals
or groups to work in the food pantry,
as office assistants for the pantry and
to serve meals. Meals are provided to
150 needy and homeless individuals
daily from 6-7 p.m. From October
through December thousands of volunteers are needed for a variety of
tasks, according to Hires, who said
that training is provided and information is available on the website.

JUNE 2013

PAGE 41

Disability coordinator makes life more user-friendly
Building Commission.
“It’s unbelievable what she’s been
able to accomplish in her short time
One in seven people in
there,” said Robert A. Jones, a memJacksonville has a
ber of the
disability and
Mayor’s
every one of them
Disability Council
should have
and the
access to the city’s
Jacksonville
vibrant civic life,
Council of the
said Beth Meyer,
Blind.
the city’s coordiBut Meyer
nator of the
faces some huge
Americans with
challenges, too.
Disabilities Act.
Most pressing
Sometimes it’s
is Project Civic
the little things –
Access, a Justice
the things many of
Department initiaus take for granted
tive to make cities
– that can radicaland counties
ly improve life for
throughout the
people with discountry comply
abilities.
with the
Nareana, 9, of Biscayne Elementary School, said she
Like helping a loves the colors in the roller painting project
Americans with
blind person avoid
Disabilities Act.
crashing into a water fountain or
Jacksonville signed a settlement
another object that protrudes from
agreement with the Department of
the wall. Meyer’s office is working
Justice last month to fix roughly
on a project to install cane detectors, 2,000 violations of the Americans
a metal stand that looks like a bike
with Disabilities Act. Jacksonville
rack, in front of water fountains and
was one of 189 cities across Florida
other objects so they can be detected and the nation cited under Project
by someone waving a cane.
Civic Access.
That’s just the latest project
The violations range from minor
underway. Since she took the posito significant and include sidewalk
tion almost two years ago, Meyers
access ramps, web-based services,
started the annual ADA Symposium
and access to parking, polling
to educate architects and contractors places, emergency shelters and other
on the Florida Accessibility Code so city facilities that don’t meet the
it becomes part of the early planning ADA standards for accessible design
stages of
By far, the city’s biggest task is
construction.
building new sidewalk ramps along
She also bought a braille machine 3,600 linear miles of roads, streets
to give blind people access to public and highways, Meyer said. Under
records such as City Council minthe agreement, the city has five years
utes, maps of the city’s parks and
to add curb cuts, mainly at sidewalk
trails and the Duval County Jail
intersections.
inmate handbook.
Jacksonville has developed a
Meyer has also led the charge to
Capital Improvement Plan to install
hire an ADA building inspector,
curb ramps and improve sidewalk
revamp the Disabled Services webaccessibility, a plan that solicits
site, and move disabled parking
input from people with disabilities.
enforcement out of the Parking
The Project Civic Access inspecDivision and back under the
tions occurred in 2008, so they didDisabled Services Division. She’s
n’t include the Duval County
also overseeing a public-private proj- Courthouse, a $350 million structure
ect with the Home Builders Institute that opened in June 2012. Mayor
and the Jacksonville Job Corps to
Alvin Brown has authorized the city
build free wheelchair ramps for low
to pay to improve access to 112
income families in the disability
courthouse doors and seek repaycommunity.
ment that may be due from the
Last month, Governor Rick Scott
courthouse contractor.
appointed Meyer to the Florida
None of the progress would be
BY CAREN BURMEISTER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

possible, Meyer, said, without the
support of Brown, who was recently
recognized by the Mayor’s
Disabilities Council for his commitment to improving
civic access for
people with disabilities.
“I’m grateful
that the mayor
cares,” she said.
Meyer said she
doesn’t view the
Project Civic
Access violations
as a criticism but
as an opportunity. Beth Meyer
“We’re doing a lot of great stuff
here,” Meyer said. “We have to take
care of this population. It touches
everybody. We really want to be a
national leader.”
She noted the Jacksonville area is
blessed with many resources for the
disabled community, such as Brooks
Rehabilitation, the Florida School
for the Deaf & the Blind and the
Wounded Warrior Project, a nonprofit group that helps wounded soldiers
as they return home. That’s critical
in Jacksonville, which has the country’s second highest veterans population, Meyer said.
“We have a lot of really good
services,” she said. “People stay
where they receive care.”
Another one of those resources is
the Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens, which recently hosted its
18th Annual VSA Festival to help

students with physical and emotional
disabilities “experience the beauty of
art and demonstrate their own artistic abilities.”
The festival, which
began May 7, drew
2,191 students and
chaperones. The students engaged in
hands-on projects like
self-portraits, painting abstract landscapes and making
wire and clay sculptures at eight studios
throughout the museum’s galleries and
gardens.
“We all benefit from being
engaged, using our minds, hearts and
hands when learning,” said Museum
Director Hope McMath. “For children with varying abilities this is
even more critical.”
The festival was assisted by 1,367
volunteers and was sponsored by
Citi, Brooks Rehabilitation, the City
of Jacksonville, the Cultural Council
of Greater Jacksonville, VSA Florida
and dozens of other businesses and
individuals.
The first day of the festival,
JaNyiah, a 9-year-old West Riverside
Elementary School student, proudly
modeled her hot pink eyeglasses, a
wire sculpture she made that drew
praise from classmates in the garden
studio.
“I like art,” she said, holding her
head up high.
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Gymnast takes 2nd
place overall in her first
state competition

Eight-year-old Saylor Clough is tearing
up the mat…and the horse…and the
bars…and the beam. The Ortega Forest resident and student at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Day School began gymnastics when she
was six years old, progressing to competition after just one year of training.
Although “floor” is her favorite category,
Saylor’s scores are highest in vault, making
that her best event. “I really like floor, the
bars and the beam,” she said. “I like doing
gymnastics because it’s fun.”

Saylor’s mother Amy Clough said that her
daughter trains nine hours each week and
has taken home medals at each of her five
competitions. “She took second overall in
the state competition in April in Tampa,” said
Clough. “She brought home five medals
from that meet.”
Saylor is now a Level 5 out of 10 and has
amassed 16 medals and six ribbons. She
trains and competes with North Florida
Gymnastics in Orange Park.

RPDS opens doors for
mad scientists

Ortega resident to join
U.S. Naval Academy

Riverside Presbyterian Day School (RPDS) students
and their families enjoyed an evening with a team of mad
scientists, who led them through three 30-minute science
experiences. From a presentation on river dolphins to
hands-on experiments making butter, and explorations in
technology magnification and bubble-ology, the Apr. 25
event was a terrific hit with kids young and old.
RPDS Third Grade Teacher Karen Worsham helps Addison and
Jack Anderson with the “Beak Adaptation” experiment

Michael Pentaleri, a senior at The Bolles School, has
committed to the United States Naval Academy during a college athletic commitment ceremony on Apr. 23. A member of
the Bolles boys’ crew team, Pentaleri will also row for the
men’s crew at the USNA.

Children’s author visits
Ortega Methodist
Lee High School dedicates Fallen Heroes statue
Playschool

District 14 Councilman Jim Love stops to chat with members of the Robert E. Lee High School Navy JROTC Color
Guard before the dedication of the Fallen Heroes statute last month. The memorial commemorates the 171 alumni who
have died while serving in the military beginning with World War II through Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“Chimpanzees are my favorite wild thing,” said Doreen
Ingram, children’s author and foster parent for the Wildlife
Sanctuary of Northwest Florida. “I wanted to make a difference and thought ‘If I wrote a children’s book, could it
change their hearts and teach them about wild things?’”
The Jane Goodall Institute-endorsed author visited the
Ortega United Methodist Playschool on Apr. 25 to read
from one of her three nonfiction children’s books. Ingram’s
books are written in the voice of the wild animals and
endearingly illustrated. “My Sanctuary: A Place I Call
Home” and “The Mission” are about the great apes;
“Keepers of the Wild” focuses on the big cats. All profits
from sales of the books go to the wildlife sanctuaries.
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Campers display excellent form!

Musicians of all ages benefit
from chamber music experience
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Rosin, valve oil and wooden reeds may not
pop into most kids’ minds when they think of
summer camp. For Jacksonville-area music students attending the 12th annual Prelude
Chamber Music Camp, however, summertime
and music go together like melody and
harmony.
The camp is scheduled for June 10-15 at

Riverside Park United Methodist Church and
June 17-22 at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church.
Directed by Jacksonville Symphony violinist and
Ortega resident Jeanne Majors, the Prelude
Chamber Music Camp offers musicians of all
ages three tracks of instruction: primary, prelude
and intensive.
Primary track is for young, first-time campers.
“We don’t even require a [minimum] age,” Majors
said. Prelude track is for campers at least 8
years of age who can read music well at placement auditions. Intensive track is an invitationonly group for advanced musicians who desire
to learn advanced chamber music.
Majors started Prelude Music Chamber

St. Mark’s Class of 2007 graduate as
Class of 2013 from Bolles and Episcopal

L to R: Bogan Huntley, Camp Fraleigh, Craig Walker, Margaret Willetts, Cole Graham, Sarah Bates, Tanner
Thornton, Quillan Anderson, Phoebe Stephens, Emily Sprague, Annemarie Hale, Madeline Barker, Morgan Ray,
Ivey Gordon, Caroline Oakley, Anna Shelor

Seventeen of 29 members of the Class of
2007 of St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School were
treated to a fun Alumni Party on May 9. Now
high school graduates of the Class of 2013,
many of the alumni have held leadership positions, volunteered, and won academic and
sports awards at both Bolles School and
Episcopal School – and every one of them are
going on to university.
The former students peeked into their old
classrooms, hugged former teachers, watched
old videos, and paged through yearbooks.

Junior Golf Camps at
TPC Sawgrass and
World Golf Village

“They were amazed at how much the campus has changed, yet still had so much familiarity,” said Ilene Hackett, marketing and communications director. “Comments ranged from how
‘big’ they feel (remembering the campus through
the eyes of their shorter selves) to remembering
their class trips to Washington, D.C. and
Earthshine.”
Many of their former teachers attended to
reconnect and wish them well in the future. The
teachers had a fun time trying to guess who’s
who, as they all had matured into beautiful
young adults.

ELITE, OVERNIGHT,
FULL DAY & HALF DAY
GOLF CAMPS
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*Featured $295 rate is per person for a half day camp at World Golf Village.

THE FUTURE BEGINS

HERE.

To register, call or visit our website

877.611.1911
TOURAcademyCamps.com

12th annual Prelude Chamber
Music Camp slated for June
Camp after growing up attending and then
teaching music at Brevard Music Center in North
Carolina for years. “I know what fun it was for
everyone to be playing together, not just in big
orchestras, but they also had that chamber
music element in it,” Majors said.
Simply put, chamber music is suitable to be
played in rooms or chambers because it is performed by small ensembles, not large orchestras. “The key element of chamber music is you
don’t need a conductor,” Majors said.
Needing a less hectic playing and teaching
schedule, Majors asked two colleagues from the
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Vernon
Humbert and Chris Chappell, to help her start
the local camp. Both Humbert and Chappell
agreed, and the first camp took place at
Hendricks Avenue Baptist, Humbert’s home
church, in 2002.
Each year, Majors taps fellow symphony
players and area music teachers to staff the
camp. “They love doing it. They really believe in
it,” she said. Both weeks of camp culminate in
free finale concerts where teachers and students

play together in ensembles.
While most campers play strings – violin,
viola, cello and string bass – the camp offers
instruction in every instrument.
Fees vary according to the track selected
and whether a musician signs up for one or both
weeks. Scholarship money is available and is
awarded by merit or need. Students who make
All-State Orchestra or All-State Band, for example, are able to apply for merit-based scholarships, Majors said. Need-based scholarships are
reviewed and awarded by Majors and her staff.
For the past three years, Prelude Chamber
Camp has received donations from the
Woodcock Foundation for the Appreciation of
the Arts as well as from other donors, Majors
said.
“For many, this camp experience is their first
chance to play melody and harmony parts
together with others and to hear how great that
more complicated music can sound,” Majors
said.
For more information, visit
http://preludechambermusic.org.

Ortega girl to join Dazzlers
Bolles Dance Team member and senior Ellie Boline an
Ortega resident, was selected
to join the Dazzlers, the official
dance team of the University
of Florida Athletic Association.
Boline earned the opportunity
after a rigorous three-day audition among nearly 100 participants.
“Ellie has been a member
of the Bolles Dance Team
since eighth grade,” said
Coach Adriana Stam, a
Dazzler herself during her time
at UF. “She has also served as

a team captain of the varsity
team since ninth grade.”
Along with Stam, Boline has
been coached by Peggy
O’Brien.
The Dazzlers serve as representatives for the University
of Florida at various athletic
and community events. In
addition to performances and
appearances at some football
games, volleyball matches
and gymnastics meets, the
Dazzlers perform at all men’s
and women’s basketball
games.

