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Marcia and Ricardo Morales with
Paola Parra Harris, event chair and
president-elect of the Rotary Club of San Jose

Judge Virginia
Norton and
Jake Peek

Celebrating in style
at La Habana Vieja
It was a night to remember on the grounds of
Epping Forest Yacht Club, as patrons and
partygoers stylishly reflected the spirit of Old
Havana, complete with cigars, straw fedoras,
mojitos and more . . . . . . . . . . .See pg. 19

Heaven Trees
Riverfront Estate
rolls out RiverHops
Despite a downpour, the Spadaro residence played host to
fundraising festivities indoors, as the rain couldn’t stop the
celebration for The North Florida School of Special Education.
The 4th Annual RiverHops event has become the organization’s
largest fundraiser of the year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .See pg.

City gives a little to get a lot in
economic development
COJ Finance Committee
approves $200K in return
for a $4.4M investment
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Early last month Jacksonville
Mayor Alvin Brown and officials at
JAXUSA Partnership, a division of
the JAX Chamber, announced that
SunGard’s Corporate Liquidity business is planning to expand and move
into downtown Jacksonville.
Less than a week later, on May
14, the City Council’s Finance
Committee approved Legislative
Resolution 2013-286, pledging the
City’s support for a state Qualified
Target Industry (QTI) incentive for
SunGard.

San Marco
Square opens

The incentive, with enterprise
zone bonus, commits the City to
fund not more than $204,000 in
local QTI match to the state’s
$816,000, for a maximum QTI
incentive of $1,020,000. The bill,
which enables SunGard to consolidate and expand its business, designated the Office of Economic
Development as the City oversight
agency.
The financial systems company
would move about 80 employees
from Belfort Road to the 11th floor
of the Prudential building at 701 San
Marco Blvd. on the Southbank,
where it would spend $4.4 million
on rent, leasehold improvements,
furniture and equipment over five
years. A permit was recently issued
to build out over 31,000 square feet
at a cost of approximately $850,000

19
Reed Thompson and Ellis Davis watch ‘dozers at work on
the San Marco Streetscape at the Square

and demolition began the end of
May. Completion for move-in is targeted for early August.
Malcolm Jack, Senior Vice
President of Strategy & Operations
for SunGard’s Corporate Liquidity
business, shared the company’s reasons for expanding here in
Jacksonville and what they hope to
achieve in the future.
“We’ve made a decision to be
based here in Jacksonville, based on
numerous factors,” Jack said.
“SunGard has an established business here and it seemed natural to
leverage it. The local government
convinced us they were in full support and demonstrated a desire for us
to expand the services.”
SunGard also pledged to create
up to 170 new, high-wage jobs in
professional, client and managed
services, with an average annual
See

SUNGARD on page 2

While earlier last month it appeared that
progress on the San Marco Streetscape
would be hampered by rainy weather, by the
middle of the month San Marco Boulevard
was finally opened at the Naldo Avenue
roundabout. Although some clean-up work
remains, traffic can finally flow southbound
on San Marco Blvd. all the way to
Hendricks Avenue and northbound on
Atlantic Blvd. The Balis Park renovation is
moving along as well, with expected
completion in early to mid-June. Some of
the improvements sponsored by the San
Marco Preservation Society, such as benches
and bicycle racks, will be installed a bit
later. Although a formal ribbon-cutting ceremony has not yet been scheduled, as of
press time, George Foote, president of the
San Marco Merchants Association, stated
that merchants may hold a “soft” opening
for customers, residents and visitors to the
Square.
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SUNGARD continued from 1
salary of more than $54,000 during the
next few years in return for the roughly
$1 million package of state and local
incentives. A number of those jobs will
come from Jacksonville institutions of
higher learning. Noted Jack, “I was
simply bowled over by the plethora of
universities in the local vicinity. The
quality of graduates from JU and UNF
is excellent; we’re keen to harvest
those resources.”
That proposed average salary is over
115% of the average private-sector
wage in the state as of January 1, 2013
and is good news for area landlords,
real estate agents and retail businesses.
“The addition of 170 employees
with an average starting salary of
$54,000, hired between now and 2016,
should have a noticeable economic
impact on the city’s core as well as
others’ perception of the state of downtown Jacksonville,” said Robert

Warren, President / Broker, Warren &
Company.
To get the full incentives deal,
SunGard would have to grow the
Southbank site until it employed 250
people by the end of 2015. After that,
the company has right of first refusal to
lease and build out on a contiguous
floor to accommodate new growth in
business.
According to Jack, SunGard’s longterm goal is to have “pretty much every
function that SunGard has to offer right
here in Jacksonville” and intends to fill
those positions through new growth
hires as the business expands here, by
filling locally the natural attrition that
will occur in locations outside of
Jacksonville, and by recruiting graduates, beginning with eight to ten semiannually and eventually hiring up to 50
by years four and five.
Concluded Jack, “We’re here to stay
and expand; it’s really an exciting time
right now.”
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In honor of Father’s Day,
June 16, this issue is dedicated to the
publisher’s father, Dr. Vincent Kerr,
who suffered a tragic accident on
January 3, 2013.
“My dad is a quiet, disciplined,
hard-working man who loves animals
and his family. He has been one of
Jacksonville’s finest veterinarians for
over 40 years. My brothers and I grew
up working at the veterinary clinic and our
mother, Diane, was
always there to help
Dad with sick animals
in the middle of the
night and to take in the
one-legged, one-eyed
pets that got discarded
in boxes on our
doorstep.
“A loving couple
who taught us teamwork, respect and
responsibility, my parents were planning a trip to Africa for their 50th
wedding anniversary this month.
Horrifically, on January 3, Dad fell
down a flight of stairs and broke his

neck. The C4 spinal injury left him
paralyzed. He spends his days undergoing intensive therapy, but my dad’s
mind, heart, spirit and determination
are as strong as ever.
“After five decades of caring for
his “sweet Diane”, my father is still
more concerned about my mother’s
well-being than his own. I’ve heard it
said that ‘the greatest gift a father can
give his children is to love their mother.’ That has always been Dad’s gift to
us, and it remains so today.
“Thanks, Dad, for comforting us
even as you face the
greatest challenge of
your life. Thanks for
teaching us about
courage and compassion and selflessness
and, most of all, about
love.”

“The greatest
gift a father
can give his
children, is to
love their
mother”

In gratitude to
fathers everywhere
who put their families
before everything else,
who are models of
being a strong husband
and father and who deserve more
than one day a year, on page 28 we
share readers’ tributes to their own
fathers.
– Pamela Bradford Williams

S
L S

elling
the
hare
ion’s
with knowledge, integrity and experience.

3837 La Vista Circle – This spacious
6647 Epping Forest Way North – This
townhome in the Villages of San Jose
exquisite custom home in Epping Forest
features three bedrooms, two full and one
features ﬁve bedrooms, ﬁve full and one half
half baths, over 1,800 square feet, and
baths, over 5,400 square feet, soaring ceilings
all appliances convey. Two large storage
and spacious rooms ﬁlled with natural light.
closets, one upstairs and one down, would
This magniﬁcent home has four ﬁreplaces,
accommodate an elevator in the future.
large kitchen, a billiard room,
This 24-hour guard-gated
Selby Kaiser Linda McMorrow ofﬁce, covered lanai, pool, spa,
community offers pool and
three-car garage and the list just
REALTOR® REALTOR®
tennis in a lovely serene
904-626-8800 904-626-9900 goes on with amenities too many
environment. $234,900
to mention. $1,750,000
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net ﬂorida_legends@msn.com

Holly McMurry
REALTOR®

904-655-2292
hollymcmurry@att.net

6740 Epping Forest Way N,
#102 – Priced to sell quickly, this
beautiful Villa in Epping Forest
is on the ﬁrst level, and features
two bedrooms, two baths, over
1,800 square feet, porcelain tiled
ﬂooring, updated appliances, a
new ofﬁce space, great storage
Karen Zambetti
areas and wonderful views of
REALTOR®
the St. Johns River and marina
904-537-4744
of the Epping Forest Yacht Club.
karenzambetti@comcast.net
$549,000

6780 Madrid Avenue – You
have to see it to believe it! This
handsomely renovated home
features four bedrooms, three baths
and an open ﬂoor plan that feels
much larger than the stated 2,774
square feet. The kitchen is to die
for with custom cabinetry, gorgeous
granite, and new appliances. Crown
moulding, plantation blinds and
shutters, French drains and a huge
backyard with pool. $424,000

904.739.7100 2IÀFH | 904.425.3989 )D[ | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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Metro Park noise survey doesn’t measure lower frequencies
Residents complain about
rumble, vibration of bass
sounds
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Last month a noise survey was
conducted to determine how nearby
neighborhoods are affected by concert events at Metropolitan Park,
and the outcome is a medley of
voices seeking the harmony of
compromise.
Results from a City of
Jacksonville study of noise levels
at Welcome to Rockville, a twoday music festival held April 2728, indicated that sound emanating
from the concert was within legal
levels, but vibrations from the low
frequency of the bass still caused
neighbors concern.
“We are finding that the bass is
a big problem,” said Councilman
Don Redman who represents the
South Shores and St. Nicholas residents who are most affected by
the noise from these large festivals. “It wasn’t so much that the
loudness was an issue, but the low
tones which vibrates people’s
houses.”
At the May 9 meeting of the City
Council Ad Hoc Committee on
Metropolitan Park a brief discussion
took place on low frequency sounds
that are felt rather than heard and
survey results were presented by
Steve Pace, a senior environmental
engineering manager for the City.
In reports, Pace showed that while
the loudest location was on
Holmesdale Road in St. Nicholas,
with maximum sound levels of 70

dBA on April 27 and 62 dBA on
April 28, there were other times that
the ambient noise of birds and frogs
caused the highest readings, not the
sounds from the festival.
“The conclusion was things were
better,” Redman offered. “Promoters
directed the speakers toward the
north and northwest toward the stadium and the direction of the wind
seemed to help too.”

“Funk Fest was not nearly as
loud,” Miller said. “There was a lot
of rumble noise, but not like the
clarity we heard a couple of months
ago. It was so loud then it was like
someone was standing in my own
yard shouting profanity.”
Renee Soforenko, a 21-year resident of St. Nicholas, has a different
take on the noise.
“I live right across the river from

City Council enacted legislation
to exempt both the Welcome to
Rockville festival and Funk Fest
held May 11-12 from noise regulations so measurements could be
taken without enforcing current
noise limits.
While the results from the Funk
Fest study are not available yet, Jan
Miller, a 28-year resident of St.
Nicholas who wants to see limited
paid concerts in Metropolitan Park,
said the noise from Funk Fest was
nothing compared to concert noise a
few months ago.

the stadium and I think the concerts
are very vibrant and exciting,”
Soforenko said. “I don’t see anyone
complaining about the fair where
western music is played for 10 days.
I can hear the cows. I don’t think a
community should pick and choose
the noise we hear.”
Soforenko likens it to building a
house by an airport and complaining
about the airplanes. “I’m just not
getting what all the fuss is about.”
Mike Yokan, one of the Welcome
to Rockville promoters, said efforts
to contain the noise included focus-

DON’T GET JUST
ANY HOME LOAN.

FINANCE A
PERFECT FIT.

ing the main stage away from the
neighborhood and limiting sound
decibels to 105 dBA. Miller said
these changes did seem to help with
overall noise levels, but she thinks
the bass sounds also need to be considered. “The noise ordinance currently in effect is based on decibel
levels. It doesn’t measure the bass
which comes across the water. It
doesn’t monitor the true noise.”
Yokan, who believes the festival had a “multi-million dollar
impact” on the city, is optimistic
that promoters can work with the
City to address such problems.
“In general we are very pleased
with the results of the measures
we took to address the concerns
of the neighborhood,” Yokan
said. “We believe there are further measures than can be taken
if the low end sounds are a
problem.”
Redman thinks one solution is
to move these events to the Cecil
Commerce Center.
“Metropolitan Park is not the
place for these kinds of concerts,” Redman said. “It’s a park,
not an amphitheater.”
Yokan thinks the current location
is ideal. “The nearby hotels, clubs
and restaurants, the easy access to
the venue for both local music lovers
and out-of-town patrons, and the
great backdrop of the river and the
downtown skyline make Met Park an
ideal venue,” said Yokan.
“It’s a big fight. They want what
they want, and we want peace and
quiet,” Miller said. “I think if we
can all work together. We can compromise and come to a decision we
agree on.”

Contact me to learn more
Jill Moore
904.223.7717
jill.moore@everbank.com
everbank.com/jmoore
NMLS ID: 648916

© 2013 EverBank. All rights reserved. 13ERM0075.03
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S O U T H J AC K S O N V I L L E H I S T O R I C B U I L D I N G S
BY ROBIN ROBINSON
HISTORIAN, SAN MARCO
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Editor’s Note: A story in the
March issue of The Resident News
incorrectly identified property under
redevelopment as the San Marco
Train Station. Astute readers brought
the error to our attention so The
Resident reached out to a local historian to set the record straight.

A Center of Activity

South Jacksonville is taking
on a new life. Two of three
historic South Jacksonville
city government buildings
have been renovated and put
to new uses. The third building is in the process of renovation and will soon be a
bustling retail center.
The City of South
Jacksonville was founded in
1907 with a population of
600. Its original City Hall was
a small frame structure. By
1913, with the population
growing, the City Council
realized they needed a larger, more
substantial building for their City Hall
as well as adequate facilities to provide utilities for its residents. The voters approved a bond in the amount of
$65,000 to build the City Hall and
utilities building. The property surrounding the intersection of Hendricks
Avenue and Cedar Street became the
center of the city government.
The South Jacksonville City Hall
(SJCH), originally built in 1915, was

renovated by the San Marco
Preservation Society in early 2008. A
celebration of South Jacksonville's
centennial was held in conjunction
with a grand opening of the building.
Many family members and descendants of South Jacksonville City officials attended the event, sharing stories
and photographs, fleshing out the history of the city. Some residents had
not realized that there was a city of
South Jacksonville separate from

Jacksonville. The SJCH was then put
to good use as the offices for San
Marco Preservation Society and
Greenscape of Jacksonville.
The South Jacksonville Utilities
Building, located across the street
from South Jacksonville City Hall,
was recently renovated by owners Zim
and Terry Boulos and Keith and Joyce
Kimball, preparing the building for a
new use while ensuring that the facade
retained its historical appearance. The

VOID

Aardwolf Brewery Company
also put a lot of money and
muscle into the new enterprise
that now occupies the building. It is well worth a visit to
the brewery to view the inside
of the structure.
The South Jacksonville
Municipal Power Plant, built
in 1930, sat vacant for many
years. Now it is exciting to see
that work has begun on renovating the building and developing the property in a manner highlighting the historic
structure with its variety of
arched windows, both large
and small. Ed Ash purchased
the property six years ago and
worked with the City and
SMPS to come up with a suitable plan for the development
to be called San Marco
Station. Panera Bread will be
located on the property in a
separate building. The outdoor
area in front of the power
plant will feature outdoor
restaurant seating with umbrellas, trees
and plantings. The public eagerly
anticipates the future opening of the
retail development.
South Jacksonville was very important to the development of the East
Coast of Florida. It was from here that
a large railroad yard served the needs
of trains traveling south. There were
passenger trains for tourists and
freight trains carrying supplies,
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Mt. Acosta Classic raises
funds for two Jared
Bynum scholarships

South Jacksonville City Hall

both of which
fueled the Florida Land
Boom of the 1920’s.
Roads and highways to
beach areas and places
to the south had their
beginnings in South
Jacksonville. A road to
the beach, Atlantic
Boulevard, was completed in 1910 and is recognized as the beginning of
the highway system in
Florida. The ultimate
connection through
South Jacksonville in the SMPS Office
development of the east
coast came with the construction of
the St. Johns River Bridge (now
known as the Acosta Bridge) in 1921.
This enabled vehicular traffic to make
the trip south without having to utilize
a ferry. South Jacksonville remained a
city for 25 years until its merger with
Jacksonville in 1932.

Front, Kylie Efron (Taverna of San Marco); Drew Johnson (City Cycle); Rev. Gary Webber (Southside Baptist
Church); Marie Vogler (Haskell Corp.), Clay Bruce ( GHG Insurance); back: Jack Robison (Grassroots), Matt
Gulden (Haskell Corp.), Jeff Smith (QuestCom)

The renovated buildings with their
new uses bring welcome revitalization
to an area of San Marco where it was
much-needed. The hope is that this
core of retail and business space will
encourage other owners to upgrade
their properties and renew businesses
in the area.

Most dietary and food allergy
Going to the market.
4
restrictions
can be accomodated.
 of quality, natural ingredients.
4Cost
s #USTOM MEALS
 time spent cooking.
4Your
s .ATURAL INGREDIENTS
 time spent cleaning.
4Your
s &LEXIBLE MEAL PLANS

Your time is important.
Why not have
your meal
prepared and
delivered to
your door by a
personal chef?

904.378.5335
info@thephantomchef.com

Exceeding expectations – just like
the life of Jared Bynum – the organizers and sponsors of the Mt. Acosta
Classic were able to present a check
last month that was well in excess of
$11,000 to the Rev. Gary Webber,
pastor of Southside Baptist Church,
where the Jared Bynum Scholarship
Fund is administered.
Each $5,000 scholarship will benefit former Landon Students who participated in the Southside Mentoring
Program, go on to complete high

school in four years and are accepted
and attend a college or trade school.
The class of 2014 will be the first to
qualify for the scholarship. Anyone
wishing to donate money to the fund
should make the checks payable to
Southside Baptist Church, 1435
Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32207, with Jared Bynum
Scholarship Fund printed in the
memo line. All funds are tax
deductible.
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Downtown’s Laura Street Trio,
Barnett Bank Building face uncertain future
City’s dry bones need
modern-day Ezekiel
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Old Testament tells of a prophet
named Ezekiel who saw dry, lifeless
bones in a valley. God gave him a
vision and told him to prophesy to the
bones. When Ezekiel did, the bones
connected to each other, stood on their
feet and became a great army.
The Laura Street Trio – the Marble
Bank Building, the Florida Life
Building and the Bisbee Building –
plus the old Barnett Bank Building
could be likened to those parched
bones.
Purchased in April by a development
company headed by Stephen Atkins
and backed by Jaguars owner, Shahid
Khan, the buildings stand silent and
tomb-like at the corner of Laura and
Forsyth Streets on a block forgotten by
commuters racing past.
The acquisition may represent
growth for Jacksonville’s downtown,
and Atkins might be a prophet foretelling the City’s future.

Downtown momentum
Wiatt Bowers is an urban planner
with a local consulting firm who purchased a home in Jacksonville’s urban
core in 2006. Downtown was on the
cusp of exploding in a good way, he

said. “Then, the recession hit,
and that stymied everything.”
Now, though, Bowers sees
momentum downtown in two
ways. April’s One Spark Festival
was the first because it brought
over 100,000 people into the
heart of the city. Second is the
ongoing conversations started by
the JAX2025 initiative sponsored by Jacksonville
Community Council
Incorporated (JCCI).
In addition, Mayor Alvin
Brown launched the Downtown
Investment Authority last year.

Jacksonville architect, Taylor
Hardwick, said planning was crucial to
creating a vibrant downtown. “We’ve
got to make Jacksonville a human
place-a place with variety and delight,
and a place where people will want to
work instead of having to work here,
and even a place where people will
want to live.” To Hardwick, that meant
investment in planning for the future.

Laura Street Trio

Barnett
Bank

History and
architecture
All four edifices were built in
the first quarter of the twentieth century, a time of growth in Jacksonville following the devastating 1901 fire. The
same year, architect Henry John Klutho
moved to Jacksonville to help the city
rebuild.
The Florida Life on Laura Street and
the Bisbee on Forsyth Street were
designed by Klutho. Both structures are
narrow with a heavy base of reinforced
concrete, which supported the height of
the buildings, according to Catherine A.
Duncan, an architect based in St.
Augustine. Both follow the Prairie
School of architecture.
“I would consider [them] to be modeled after Louis Sullivan, an architect

who practiced in Chicago
and developed the idea of
the skyscraper there.
Those buildings are
Jacksonville’s first skyscrapers,” Duncan added,
“and they were very cutting edge at the time.”
The Old National Bank Building
also known as the Marble Bank
Building on the corner of Forsyth and
Laura was designed by architect
Edward Glidden in 1902. Built in the
Neo-Classical Revival style, the structure’s exterior and its columns are covered in marble.
After it was built, a spectacular skylight was added. It was covered over in
the 1950s when two dropped ceilings
were added, according to
“Jacksonville’s Architectural Heritage:
Landmarks for the Future” by Wayne
W. Wood.
In 1978, Jacksonville architect,
Robert C. Broward, returned the interior to its original glory. Broward
removed barriers to the skylights in the
Marble Bank Building as well as in the
St. James Building, the current City
Hall.
Unfortunately, the skylight in the
Marble Bank Building is now broken,
and there is flood damage.
“They’re all important buildings,”
Duncan added. “They’re very significant in the history of architecture in
Jacksonville.”
The Barnett Bank Building on West
Adams was designed by a New York
architectural firm in the middle of a
Jacksonville building boom. Finished in
1926, it became Jacksonville’s tallest
building at 18 stories. The landmark
was popular to locals because of the
lighted clock sitting atop its roof.
“It’s a blank slate now,” Bowers said
of the gutted building. He foresees it
becoming a mixed-use building, perhaps including a boutique hotel, offices
and condominiums.

Current Status
The Resident Community News
attempted to reach Stephen Atkins for
comment on his intention to announce
his plans for the buildings at the One
Spark event. Atkins did not announce
those plans, however, and his phone
was indicated as being disconnected.
In a 1965 WJXT-produced program,
“The Choice: An Essay on Downtown,”

Future
Bowers is cautiously optimistic
about downtown.
“What we need is
more foot traffic,
day, night and
weekend,” Bowers
said. “A revitalization of the Laura
Street Trio with the
Barnett Building
offers that in a way
other buildings,
such as the Haydon
Burns Library,
don’t.”
The Marble Bank Building would
work well as a fine dining establishment, Bowers said, because of the character of its construction and the balcony-like arcade.
As for Bisbee and Florida Life,
Bowers appreciates their limitations.
“There’s only 1,000 or so square feet
per floor. They could work for small
users or start-up companies with two or
three employees, or there could be two
or three apartments per floor,” he said,
“but both buildings are too small for
any big name corporation,” he said.
Architecture isn’t the only challenge,
though. Planning is another one.
Bowers agrees. The City has spent
lots of money on the stadium, the new
library and the Times-Union Center, he
said, but the focus of the building has
not been concentrated.

Potential
Perception is another challenge. The
assumption is downtown living means
in a high-rise, but it doesn’t, Bowers
said. He lives at The Parks at the
Cathedral, a townhome community
across from St. John’s Cathedral east of
Main Street. Bowers is also the homeowner’s association president. “Look at
the Parks,” he said. “It’s gated; it has
trees, grass and a pool.”
Yet another obstacle is parking.
None of the Laura Street Trio has parking directly associated with it. Although
in downtowns across the country, people expect to walk some distance
between where they park and where
they’re going, Bowers added.
Broward, who studied with Klutho,
was also interviewed in WJXT’s 1965
program. “The real question is,” he said
then, “will [downtown] be a thing of
quality, or will it be a mere unrelated
mass of buildings without regard really
for the poetry of human life?”
The same question could be asked
today.
Whether Atkins is a modern-day
Ezekiel beholding God’s vision of
Jacksonville’s dry bones remains to be
seen.

JUNE 2013

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

2013 Preservation Awards

Angela Schifanella, chair of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission; Aaron Glick, City of Jacksonville Planning and
Development Department; Laureen Husband, director, Healthy Jacksonville; Susan Wildes, Florida Blue; George Foote, president,
San Marco Merchants Association; Doug Skiles, EnVision Design+Engineering; Chris Flagg, FLAGG Design Studio, and Richard
Moore, Rahaim Watson Dearing & Moore, P.A.

And the award goes to …
San Marco by Design: A Smart Growth
Plan for San Marco received the award for
Preservation Project at the annual
Jacksonville Historic Preservation
Commission’s 2013 Preservation Awards
last month. The project, which explored
alternatives to the City of Jacksonville’s
one-size-fits-all approach to land development, encourages a mix of uses in the same
block and/or building, increasing residential
density where appropriate, improving roads,
sidewalks and multi-use paths to promote
walking and bicycling, providing more
options for healthy lifestyles while preserving the character and spirit of the San
Marco community.
Twenty-two preservation awards were
given in categories such as Heritage
Education (Publication, Exhibit,
Program/Tour), Preservation Project,
Preservation Service, Architecturally
Compatible New Construction, Residential
Rehabilitation, Commercial Rehabilitation,
and Great Save.

The City of Jacksonville also received a
special honor. Lisa Sheppard announced the
official designation for the city as a
Preserve America Community.
Preserve America is a national initiative,
which recognizes communities that protect
and celebrate their heritage, use their historic assets for economic development and
community revitalization, and encourage
people to experience and appreciate local
historic resources through education and
heritage tourism programs.
Benefits of designation include White
House recognition, a certificate of
recognition, a Preserve America
Community road sign, eligibility for
Preserve America grants, authorization to
use the Preserve America logo on signs,
flags, banners, and promotional materials,
listing in a Web-based Preserve America
Community directory, national and regional
press releases, and enhanced community
visibility and pride.
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Study of community centers
ranks JCA high for 3rd year
For the third year in a row, members of the Jewish Community
Center Movement rated the Jewish Community Alliance staff and
facility extremely high in key categories in the study by the JCC
Association titled “JCC Excellence: Benchmarking.”
“We received our benchmarking results and the scores once
again reflected a stellar facility, hard work on the behalf of staff
and leadership, and dedicated volunteers and members,” said Jan
Lipsky, JCA president. “Other Jewish Community Centers look to
Jacksonville for what we do and how we do it. A recent visit from a
delegation from Minneapolis is just one example. Bravo to Myron
Flagler and his staff!”
The JCA Fitness Center was ranked No. 1 by members when
they compared staff and programs to other local facilities.
Members also ranked the JCA Early Childhood Education
Department and the JCA Summer Camp highest in staff and program quality among the agency’s peer group.
“I’m very proud of our continued exceptional results in this
important study,” said Myron Flagler, executive director. “I’m also
very humbled that we are held is such high regard in our field.”
It appears that the JCA made groundbreaking gains in member
use of the agency with a majority using three or more programs in
a year, indicating that the JCA is not a singular-based provider.
JCA members’ net referral rate was ranked near the top which is
a testament to the unparalleled excellence in programs and staff
engagement.
The study also found a high rate of satisfaction with their jobs
among the JCA staff. This correlates with their confidence in the
vision and leadership of the agency.
It is no surprise given the other results that the financial viability
of the agency was rated very high as well.
The vision of the founders and builders of the JCA has come to
fruition. This is evidenced by the study’s results that show that the
JCA contributes to the quality of Jewish life and is a major contributor to the well-being of the community as a whole. Two-thirds of
the respondents said they had developed a new friendship through
participation in the JCA.
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dents to snap a photo of something
they like and tweet it with
#MoreOfThis or email it to
More@coj.net and, conversely, tweet
To borrow upon and paraphrase a
Stonewall streets.
saying from a popular late 1980s
The most passionate speaker by far about something that isn’t liked
(#LessOfThat) or email it to
movie, if Jacksonville builds it, will a
– as witnessed by the amount of
Less@coj.net. The program is
brighter future really come?
applause, whistles and standing ovadesigned to take the pulse of the comParticipants at the May 18
tions – was Duval County Public
munity and help build dialogue about
JAX2025 release and launch event at
School Superintendent Dr. Nikolai
EverBank Field heard the promises of Vitti. His premise – and the promise – strengths and opportunities for
improvement.
leaders for the 10 visions identified
was that none of the other nine
The next step in the Jacksonville
back at the January meeting.
visions would be achievable without
Community Council Inc.’s
According to Terry Lorince,
three-phase vision program is
executive director of
the “Build it.” phase, which
Downtown Vision, Inc.,
starts with an Implementation
“This [Jacksonville] should
Kickoff on Jun. 26 at the
be one of the most phenomWJCT studios at 11:30 a.m.
enal cities in the world.”
This phase lasts until
She continued, “We need to
September 2025, and is broken
fight to do the right things
into three sections:
for Downtown and that
• Institutional Advocacy, in
requires stronger advocacy
which
key partners for each of
from all of us.”
the 10 vision targets can help
Former interim CEO of
implement the vision.
JAX Chamber’s Jerry
• Individual Action, that asks
Mallot said that the focus
Mayor Alvin Brown chats with participants at the JAX2025 release event May 18
residents
to get involved through
isn’t just on growing the
HandsOn Jacksonville or find engageeconomy but on targeting young peostrong public education. Vitti is makment opportunities at
ple to engage them in the solutions.
ing strides to improve the quality of
www.JAX2025.org
The Jacksonville Transit
the city’s public schools and is work• Communication of What’s
Authority’s Brad Thoburn, director of ing on it from the ground up. He
Happening through social media outstrategic planning, believes it is critispoke about bringing back detention
lets and news media and review of
cal for that organization to be a partand Saturday School, getting a solid
ner in Downtown development and
round of applause for saying that par- quarterly reports with progress
updates.
wants to start immediately changing
ents would be required to attend as
The meeting closed with a call to
the discussion about the Skyway. The
well.
JAX2025
participants and area resiJTA recently applied for funding to
It wasn’t only the Phase I “Imagine
dents to take action as an advocate, an
build a station in Brooklyn to service
it.” action plans that were released at
ambassador, a funder and/or a doer,
an expected influx of residents and
the gathering that Saturday. Mayor
putting ownership of the collective
employees at 220 Riverside and even- Alvin Brown also released a new
vision on all citizens. For more infortual development of the adjoining
social media program “More of This,
property between Jackson and
Less of That,” which encourages resi- mation, visit www.jax2025.org.

If we build it…will it come?
Next phase of JAX2025
calling for “builders”
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Helene Kamps-Stewart and Missy Jackson, of Friends
of the Murray Hill Library, have camped out at every
JAX2025 event to get signatures for a straw ballot in
August 2014. Less than 10,000 signatures have been
collected and 26,000 are needed by the end of 2013.

$25
OFF

Get $25 Off your service
call every weekday
in June! Clip this
coupon and schedule
your appointment.
Saving money has
never been this easy!
Call Us Today 384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business
KRXUV0RQ)UL DPSP 'RHVQRWLQFOXGHLQVWDOODWLRQRI¿[WXUHVRU
appliances. Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit one
per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or
discounts. Not valid on quoted jobs. Payments must be made at time
RIVHUYLFHWRUHFHLYHGLVFRXQW2IIHU([SLUHV

Residential or Commercial

PERSONALIZED SERVICE

384-5661

3RVW6WUHHW-D[)/
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TerryVereenPlumbing.com
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City Council lobbied to act on zoning code
Backyard hen houses on
the docket
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Hen advocates are working with
City Council members Doyle Carter
(District 12) and Don Redman
(District 4) to hatch legislation that
would legalize backyard hens in most
Duval County residential areas.
Draft legislation was presented at a
May 14 meeting to amend section
656.401 of the Zoning Code, which
currently only allows chickens in agricultural and rural residential districts.
The new legislation would permit
up to eight hens on properties that are
one acre or less and zoned residential
low density, which are essentially
most single-family homes. The legislation only applies to hens, not roosters, and would require homeowners to
provide a shelter for the poultry.
“I think it’s a good idea,” said
Councilman Redman. “I don’t see any
harm in it. You don’t need a rooster to
lay eggs. It’s an opportunity to educate children on farm life. There are
more reasons for it than against it.”
Lauren Trad, a San Jose resident
who started hensinjax.com two years
ago, a grass-roots group trying to
change the existing ordinance to
legalize backyard hens, collected

more than 2,000 signatures from supporters.
According to Trad, there are plenty
of people who already have what are
referred to as undocumented hens.
“I know people in every part of
town that keep chickens illegally right
now,” Trad said. “There is a real
demand for this.”
Trad had her own backyard hens
for year and half and until a neighbor
reported her. “I got a citation that said
I had 10 days to remove them or I
would be fined $250 per day,” Trad
said.
To comply, she sent the hens to live
at the family garden center. “The kids
were upset,” Trad explained. “They
were part of the family, just like a dog
or cat. We loved them.”
An Old Ortega resident has had her
chick Loocie for seven years and said
there are many other Ortega and
Avondale families who also keep
chickens. “The illegality of keeping
chicks is just another one of those
silly laws that people break precisely
because it is silly, as well as virtually
unenforceable,” said Loocie’s owner,
who prefers to remain anonymous.
She also thinks that chickens make
great pets and are highly instructive
for children. “Send a kid out to the
coop to bring in a fresh egg and they
get a real sense of where their food
comes from,” Loocie’s owner said.

An Avondale resident and naval officer, who also prefers
to remain anonymous, has six chickens and also sees the
value of owning hens
for his three children.
“My son feeds
them every morning.
We eat their eggs and
are about to build a garden box so we can use the
fertilizer they produce.” He
thinks it’s good for his kids
to see where their food
comes from. “People don’t
realize that eggs don’t
magically appear. I had a
young female sailor who
grew up in New York
City, and she really didn’t
know that eggs came from chickens.”
District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer said she has not received any
negative comments from people in her
district about the possibility of legalizing backyard hens. She said all of
the nuisance provisions such as noise
and odors would still apply with this
legislation. “What it does is make it
legal for people to keep them who do
it responsibly,” Boyer said.
“I truly believe in the benefit of a
flock of backyard hens,” said Trad.

Lauren Trad and Pepper the hen at the
family garden center

There is a symbiotic relationship
between hens in your garden and your
home.”
The old adage to not count your
chickens before they hatch applies
here. “The most important thing is to
write or email city council members,”
Trad emphasized. “They need to know
where citizens stand so they understand the demand for backyard hens.”
Visit www.hensinjax.com or on
Facebook to follow the outcome of
the proposed legislation.

Local celebs raise nearly $70,000 for Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
dancing score of a perfect 30 for her
disco routine.
“A huge thank you to my friends
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
and supporters for voting me as the
was the real winner at the
Jacksonville’s Dancing With the Stars Dancing with the Stars champion!”
said Towler. “I could feel their energy
fundraiser on May 3. The event,
and enthusiasm in the
which grossed over
audience while perform$122,000, featured pering our hustle. I strongly
formances by local
encourage people to take
celebrities partnered with
up ballroom dancing –
professional dancers from
you will feel like a star!”
A Social Affair Dance
Second place went to
Studio and the
Susan DuBow, philanJacksonville Children’s
thropist and former enterChorus choirs.
Photo courtesy Paul Varner
tainment publicist, who
Florida Blue
raised over $18,000 and received a
Foundation Vice President Susan
dance score of 28. Faith Harman,
Towler, with pro partner Markus
Compass Consulting Group product
Thiesen of A Social Affair Dance
Studio, took home the first place mir- manager, placed third raising over
$19,000 and scoring a 26 for her
ror ball trophy. She raised over
dance.
$30,000 and received a combined
Event grosses over $120,000 in total

WHY REAL ESTATE? WHY NOW?
SELLER SEMINARS

WHEN:
TOPICS:

Tuesday, June 11th, 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 15th, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, June 20th, 6:00 p.m.

WHERE:
WATSON San Marco/San Jose office
5443 San Jose Blvd.

Economic and Tax Incentives in selling residential property. Homestead.
Save Our Homes portability benefit (up to $500,000). Exclusion of gain on sale
of a personal residence. The new additional 3.8% capital gains tax. Taxation of
short sales. Section 1031 exchanges. Investment property considerations.

SPEAKERS: Susan Slagle and Walter Thompson
Call (904) 718-0008 or email: susanslagle@watsonrealtycorp.com for reservations
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Mother’s Day extra special for foster-turned-adoptive mother
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Last month Lavern Timmons’
Mother’s Day gift wasn’t flowers,
chocolates or breakfast in bed. It was
the joy of knowing the two little girls
she fostered finally had a forever home
– hers.
Last month, Timmons, a St.
Nicholas resident, was one of eight
nominated for foster parent of the year
at an appreciation luncheon held May
21, as part of National Foster Care
Month. The event was hosted by
Family Support Services of North
Florida (FSS), the lead agency for foster care, adoption and family preservation in Duval and Nassau counties.
Lee Kaywork, FSS Chief Executive
Director, said the luncheon is a nice
time to “stop, pause and thank” those
who do what he considers the ultimate
volunteer job.
“These foster parents provide a safe,
loving and nurturing environment 24
hours a day, seven days a week,”
Kaywork said. “Many of our foster
parents tell us that fostering is a calling. This is a true indicator of their

adopted. Currently, another 234 chilselflessness and devotion to children.”
Before moving to Florida, Kaywork dren live in foster homes.
“After the children are in their
fostered 35 children, two of whom,
home, foster parlike Timmons,
ents can’t imaghe adopted. He
ine life without
said foster parthem,” Zipperer
ents are a vital
said. “We want
piece of a comto get the biologplex child welical parents
fare system. “It
healthy enough
is important to
to get their chilmake sure the
dren back, but
role of the foster
sometimes that’s
parent is recognot possible and
nized,” Kaywork
we look to place
said. “They
them with adopunderstand more
tive parents.”
than anything
Zipperer said
what’s going on
the luncheon
with the child.”
honored 120 fosRoberta
ter parents who
Zipperer, a 25have their heart
year St. Nicholas
Lavern Timmons and Lee Kaywork, chief executive officer
in the right place.
resident and senof St. Nicholas-based Family Support Services
“We don’t pay
ior director of
foster care services at FSS, said it’s not them,” Zipperer said. “They volunteer
to provide a safe, nurturing environuncommon for foster parents like
ment for kids to thrive.”
Timmons to ultimately adopt the chilWhile Augustin and Magilta Elibox
dren they foster. In fact, since last
were named Foster Parents of the Year
June, 277 foster children have been

at the luncheon, the real prize for
Timmons is being called mom by the
siblings she adopted, ages five and six.
“The girls brought so much joy into
my home,” Timmons said. “I always
wanted a big family and God blessed
me with one daughter who is in college
now. This is like being a mom all over
again and it’s been the most wonderful
experience.”
Timmons, 51, said she had some
hesitation about adopting the girls
because of her age. “But when you
love them and they love you, age doesn’t make a difference,” Timmons said.
Although Timmons has already fostered 10 children in the past seven
years and just adopted her last two fosters, she doesn’t plan on stopping. “I
can’t think of a bad experience out of
the 10 I’ve fostered,” Timmons said.
“My experiences have all been so
good. I’ve already asked them if I can
still foster.”
Thankfully, for Timmons and the
children who still need a loving foster
home, the answer is yes.
For more information on becoming
a foster parent call FSS at
(904) 421-5864.
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Former Cohen Brothers home up for demolition
Will City Council prevent
wrecking ball?
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
It is too soon to know which way
the pendulum will swing, or in this
case the wrecking ball, for a San
Marco house whose owner applied for
its demolition while city officials consider whether to designate it a historic
landmark.
The owner of 2241 River Road
submitted a building permit application to demolish the structure, but the
home has been identified on the
Florida Master Site File as being a
potential eligible listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.
As such, its proposed demolition
required a review by the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission
pursuant to ordinance 320.407. The
Commission voted to deny demolition
at its May 22nd meeting. At that
point, the property owner has 14 days
to appeal the denial at which point an
application for landmark designation
would be prepared and presented to
City Council.
According to Joel McEachin of the
Planning and Development
Department of the City of
Jacksonville, the structure may meet
five of the seven criteria to be designated a local landmark.
“A San Marco architectural survey
identified properties that might have

eligibility to be an individual landmark,” McEachin said. “So, if demolition is requested on one of these
structures it has to be decided by the
Commission.”

to the original structure as reasons to
oppose landmark designation.
McEachin said in such instances
determinations are made about the
possibility of reversing such

McEachin said the process would
likely take six to eight weeks before
City Council would determine
whether to overturn the Commission’s
action and grant the demolition permit
application.
While San Marco is not designated
an historic district, properties within
San Marco can still be designated
individually as a landmark. “The district approach looks at the whole of a
neighborhood, here we are looking at
one building,” McEachin said.
According to McEachin, the owner
cited new windows and rear additions

alterations. “I don’t think the building
has been so altered that the original
design is no longer evident,”
McEachin said.
The house, built in 1932, sits on a
double lot at the corner of River Road
and Elder Lane. It was part of the
exclusive Villa Alexandria subdivision
developed by Telfair Stockton during
the 1920s land boom. The house is
representative of the Spanish Eclectic
style and was designed by the prominent Jacksonville architectural firm
Marsh & Saxelbye.
One of the criteria cited in

2217 Miller Oaks Drive N. – San Jose

MLS#665716

$2,850,000

McEachin’s report for potential landmark designation is its identification
with a person who significantly contributed to the development of the
City. The home’s owner was Halle
Cohen of Cohen Brothers Department
store which was recognized as an
innovator in retail and proponent of
customer service. Cohen was very
active in the community establishing
both the Jacksonville Safety Council
and the Jacksonville Rose Society. He
was also involved in a variety of civic
and fraternal organizations.
Ennis Davis, who co-wrote a book
titled “Cohen Brothers, The Big
Store,” said the downtown department
store grew into the ninth biggest
retailer. “At some point the house was
made eligible for [potential landmark
designation] because of the influence
Halle and his wife had on the City,
and the influence of the architects
who designed the house.”
Two years after Cohen’s death in
1956, the store was acquired by the
May Department Stores which chose
to keep the Cohen name to take
advantage of the 93-year history of
being a major retail presence in
Jacksonville. It became May-Cohens
until it finally closed in 1987. His
wife remained in the house until she
died in the early 1970s.
Ironically, City Hall is now located
where Cohen Department Stores once
prospered, and likely will be the one
who eventually decides whether the
local icon’s former home remains
intact.
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BY LORRIE DEFRANK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A recent national survey validating
that community newspapers effectively engage residents and enhance
neighborhoods supports the consensus
of Resident Community News readers.
Standing features such as Movers
and Shakers, Business Profile, Social
Register, Go Givers, Jr. Residents and
The Way We Were confirm that the
monthly publication provides a vital
service to people in its trendy, thriving
neighborhoods – information that is
relevant to their lives.
The survey for the National
Newspaper Association (NNA) conducted by the Reynolds Journalism
Institute at the University of Missouri
School of Journalism showed that
readers of community newspapers
with a circulation of up to 15,000 prefer their local papers for getting their
news and information. The Resident’s
two editions each have a circulation of
15,000, with an estimated total readership of 60,000.
NNA President Merle Baranczyk
said the survey numbers indicate the
level of connectedness people have
with their community papers. “From
year to year, the studies have shown
that people believe in their local
papers, for the news they need and the
advertising they rely on,” he said.
Co-publishers Seth and Pamela
Williams founded the Resident
Community News Group after moving
to Avondale and sensing a need for
more community connection. “We
knew we had a great area and a preservation group,” Seth said. “But we
could use a community newspaper.”
Having previously owned the Ponte
Vedra Recorder, Pamela knew the

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

value of a local
paper as a conduit to the
community
and the process
to publish one.
With experience in reporting and photography, Seth also possessed the skills to
make it work. The couple launched the
Riverside/ Avondale/Ortega/Murray
Hill edition in January 2007 and started the San Jose/San Marco/St.
Nicholas edition in March 2008.
“People embraced it. Advertisers
were getting responses. Readers say
they read the paper from cover to
cover,” said Seth Williams. “We more
or less cover the
good news and
things that
pertain to their
lives. It plugs
them into
what is going
on in their
back yard.”
Community
papers also
give readers a
voice in local
issues and
provide the
information
they need to
make informed decisions. “Even if one
person disagrees, their opinion matters,” Williams said. For example,
“Our paper helped to shape the dialog
and conversation on the Mellow
Mushroom debate. People may not
have known about the impact the new
restaurant was going to have.”
“It keeps me connected. I don’t
always agree but at least I know
what’s going on,” said Frankie Yow, a
retiree who lives in the Fishweir
neighborhood. In addition to staying
informed of area events, Yow said she
appreciates the ads, particularly to clip
restaurant coupons and keep up with
the housing market.
Advertising is critical to The
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Resident not only because its revenue
finances the direct mailing of the free
paper to all residents of five ZIP
Codes, but also because businesses
play a major role in building communities through the services they offer.
“People create homes, homes create
neighborhoods and neighborhoods create communities. The heartbeat of our
community is amplified by having a
community newspaper owned and
operated by community members,”
said Realtor Anne Burpee Rain,
Director, Coldwell Banker Vanguard
Realty, Avondale. “We are connected
with each other through our paper
when we read the stories about our
neighbors and when we advertise our
businesses.” An advertiser since The
Resident’s
beginning,
Rain said
business she
received
through the
paper has
been outstanding.
Bill
Hatchett,
owner of ACoin on St.
Augustine
Road,
recalled
acquiring a
rare old local bank note as a direct
result of a story that ran in The
Resident. “A local paper reaches out
better. It’s not just good for a day or
week; people will put it on a coffee
table,” he said. “It’s a good mode of
advertising. I like it and will continue
to use it.”
“We probably will always have an
ad in The Resident because the
response we had was crazy,” agreed
Paul Riley, partner with Shane Tanner
in Swimming Yesterday Seafood in
Murray Hill.
Loyal reader John Glover, CEO of
Century Ambulance Service, Inc., on
Rosselle Street, credits The Resident
for helping pack Boy Scout Troop No.

“It keeps me connected.

I don’t always agree but at least
I know what’s going on.”
FRANKIE YOW

2’s annual spaghetti dinner and for
providing historical perspectives of his
Avondale neighborhood. He reads it to
learn about cultural events, community
issues and his neighbors’ achievements. “The content has all those features, stuff you like to read about people you know,” he said.
In this era of technology, Glover
believes local papers trump electronic
media for building communities. “In
the palm of your hand you have a
device that gives you information from
all around the globe,” he said. “Yet
something as simple as a newspaper
that discusses local activities says a lot
about how humans are still interested
in making and keeping connections
with neighbors. The Resident is not
just pretty pictures; it’s a story of our
neighborhoods.”
“We are the original social media.
Before Facebook and Linked-In, community papers were linking people
together,” said Williams. “They will
never be something that people will let
go of.”
Billionaire businessman and philanthropist Warren Buffett agrees.
“Whether the news is about the
mayor or taxes or high school football,
there is no substitute for a local newspaper that is doing its job,” he recently
wrote in his annual letter to stockholders explaining his acquisitions of community papers across the country – 63
last year alone.
“Warren Buffett is a savvy
investor,” Williams said. “If he is
trending something it’s not something
to be ignored.”
However, Williams acknowledged
that a newspaper is only as successful
as the community it serves, both being
strongly tied to the other.
“We are blessed to serve two excellent communities. Being so close to
the core of downtown, they help shape
the history of our city,” he said. “Our
readers can dig into their community
paper and say, ‘Look at all that is
going on. This is my community.’ We
are a reflection of their actions, work
and achievements.”

829 Riverside Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32204
904.356.6857 • cummer.org
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McClanahan recognized as one of “30
Most Influential” People in NAPFA

Iselborn named 2013 Sports
Chiropractor of the Year
Dr. Anthony
Iselborn, director of
Iselborn Chiropractic
and Sports Medicine
at 3355 Hendricks
Avenue, was named
Sports Chiropractor
of the Year by the
5,000-member
American Chiropractic
Board of Sports
Physicians (ACBSP).
According to ACBSP Associate Director
Jenny Schnell, the award recognized Dr.

Iselborn for holding the highest standards of
excellence and clinical competence for chiropractors specializing in sports medicine and
physical fitness.
Dr. Iselborn was a member of the 2012
Team USA Olympic Medical Staff at the
Games of the XXX Olympiad in London,
England, and represented Team USA Medical
Staff at the 2011 Pan American Games in
Guadalajara, Mexico. He is an NFL team chiropractor for the Jacksonville Jaguars and is a
medical provider for USA Volleyball. More
information about Dr. Iselborn is available at
www.jacksonvillesportsmedicine.com.

Samantha Hyde named Episcopal’s
Director of Admissions
Episcopal School of Jacksonville announced
that Samantha Hyde, Class of 2000
Episcopal graduate, will assume
the role of Director of Admissions
effective July 1.
Sam, as she prefers to be
called, “is the perfect person to
take over the reins of the
Admissions Office,” said Head of
School Charley Zimmer. “Sam’s
enthusiasm for Episcopal, her previous experience working in other
independent schools, and her
knowledge of the Jacksonville area will serve
Episcopal well in the coming years. Sam is an
impressive example of what our school produces, a fact which will be significant in this
role.”

Hyde’s most recent experience has been as
Director of Communications for
Riverside Presbyterian Day School,
where she worked closely with the
admissions and advancement offices to
provide effective communications and
marketing efforts for the school’s various audiences. Of her new position
Hyde states “I am thrilled to return to
my Episcopal family and humbled by
the opportunity to lead our Admissions
Office. Go, Eagles!”
Hyde currently serves as presidentelect of the Up and Cummers, an affiliate organization of the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens,
and she is a volunteer for the Art and Antique
Show benefitting the Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Your San Marco
Resident & Realtor!

San Marco resident Carolyn McClanahan,
M.D., CFP® was honored last month as someone who has played a vital role in advancing the
National Association of Personal Financial
Advisors (NAPFA) and Fee-Only financial
planning.
McClanahan is one of many professionals
who have advanced the concept of Fee-Only
financial planning and its importance to the public. The former physician’s contributions were
recognized as part of NAPFA’s 30th anniversary
celebration in Las Vegas.
“I’m honored and humbled to be included in
this incredible group. All have worked tirelessly
to elevate the education of financial planners and
to bring awareness of fee only comprehensive
financial planning to the public. We have come a

long way in our endeavor to make fee only planning the standard of care instead of the exception,” said Dr. McClanahan.
For information about Dr. McClanahan’s
practice, go to: LifePlanningPartners.com.

San Marco chef to open in the Markets
at Town Center
Groundbreaking with Auld & White Construction

Chef Tom Gray and Sarah Marie
Johnston, Gray’s wife and business
partner, broke ground last month for
his new restaurant, Moxie Kitchen +
Cocktails, at the Markets at Town Center.
Moxie Kitchen + Cocktails will occupy the
space close to the center’s lake and next to the
130-unit luxury apartment complex, 5000
Town, and Nordstrom Rack, both currently
under construction.
Formerly a founding partner and the executive chef at Bistro AIX, Gray left the restaurant
in December 2012 to focus energies on his
new venture. Opening of the new restaurant is
scheduled for November 2013.
“I’m thrilled to begin this next chapter of the
restaurant development. Taking all of our ideas
from our heads onto paper with the designers,
and now to see it begin the construction phase
is a milestone we’ve been eager to achieve,”
stated Gray.

Contemporary in design and comprised primarily of glass, tinted concrete and steel, the
restaurant will offer approximately 180 interior
and 80 exterior seats in 7000 square feet.
Artwork will showcase local talent and
reclaimed wood from family friends in Maine
will be featured on many walls, tables and ceilings.
Of the cuisine, Gray notes “American food
is ever-changing and constantly evolving. At
Moxie Kitchen + Cocktails, we are going to
explore regional influences, classic dishes, and
American comfort foods cooked with a lighter,
fresher approach. My commitment to handling
ingredients with care, seeking out local
sources, and infusing them with my signature
style will be evident in every dish we serve.”

Rev. Kyle Reese named to Baptist Medical
Center Jacksonville Board of Directors
3&"-503®
t$FMM
MJOEBTUSJDLMBOE!DPNDBTUOFU
)FSTDIFM4U 4VJUF
+BDLTPOWJMMF '-

www.janieboyd.com

ATTENTION CREATIVE INDIVIDUALS!
Do you wish to be a part of history…? The Broward Studios, former
ofﬁce of iconic Architect Bob Broward, are now renovated and ready for
creative individuals who believe in the energy of the creative spirit. Get
a hold of your space and add your name to the list of accomplished
tenants- it helps to collaborate on ideas- surround yourself with other
great minds in the art, design and other creative mediums.

s 5TILITIES INCLUDED s 'REAT 3AN -ARCO ,OCATION
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Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church senior
pastor and San Jose
resident, the Rev. Kyle
Reese, has been elected
to serve on the Board of
Directors for Baptist
Medical Center
Jacksonville.
Reese has played a
very active role in the
community since moving to Jacksonville from
Texas in 2006. He was a member of the
Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2008 and the
Leadership Florida Class of 2010. Reese is

broward
studios

-JOEB
4USJDLMBOE

Chair-Elect of the OneJax Institute of the
University of North Florida, is Vice President of
the Rotary Club of San Marco and serves on the
Florida Times-Union Editorial Board.
“We are very pleased to have Dr. Kyle Reese
serving on the Baptist Medical Center
Jacksonville Board of Directors. He is a respected member of the community serving as Senior
Pastor of Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church and
has been highly engaged in our community for
several years,” said Michael A. Mayo, FACHE,
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville Hospital
President. “Kyle’s leadership and love of our
community will make him a valuable member of
our board.”
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San Jose resident elected new president of MOCA Guild
Wine Cellar
celebrates 39
years in business

The Wine Cellar, located at 1314 Prudential
Drive, has been making diners feel like special
guests for nearly 40 years. As the restaurant celebrates its latest milestone of 39 years, guests are
invited to come in and share unforgettable dining
experiences.
For a limited time, owner Vicki Dugan is offering
patrons 39% off a dinner entrée with purchase of
appetizer or salad, June 10-22. Lunch is served
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., dinner is
served Monday through Saturday, 5-10 p.m. Call
(904) 398-8989 for reservations or visit
www.winecellarjax.com.

Cuddihee joins
CSI Companies
The CSI Companies announced the addition of
Guy Cuddihee as Director of Business Development
to the Jacksonville Professional and IT sales team.
Cuddihee brings more than 20 years of experience in
the staffing industry, having held leadership positions
with ATS & Accustaff and ultimately the MPS Group.
“Guy has a great reputation in Jacksonville,” said
Chris Flakus, President of the CSI Companies. “He
really adds a great deal of experience, passion and
knowledge to our strong Jacksonville team.”
In addition to his professional experience,
Cuddihee has been very active in local charities. He
currently serves as Board Member for North Florida
School of Special Education, Volunteers in Medicine,
Art With A Heart and Health Council JAXUSA and is
a member of the San Marco Rotary.

Wende Wilson returned to Jacksonville in
2010 to retire “because
of the tremendous commitment of individuals
and businesses to the
nonprofit sector. I never
saw anything like it in any
other community across
the country.” The retired
CEO of six Girl Scout
Councils, including
Gateway Girl Scouts in
Jacksonville and North
Florida 1986-1993,
Wilson was recently
elected president of the volunteer Museum of
Contemporary Art Guild.

Wilson joined the MOCA Guild about 18
months ago because of her interest
in art. According to Wilson, a major
focus of the Guild is to raise money
for the Museum and on May 11 the
Guild presented a check for the
Memphis Wood Excellence in
Teaching to Julianne French, this
year’s winning teacher. On May 15 a
check for $5000 was presented to
Marcelle Polednick, the director of
the Museum, from the members of
the MOCA Guild.
“I am humbled to be elected president of the volunteer MOCA Guild,”
said Wilson. “My goals include increasing our
membership and our volunteer hours and

financial support to the Museum of
Contemporary Art.”
The Girl Scouts Women of Distinction
event was started during Wilson’s tenure as
CEO and has grown into a premiere event in
the city. She is also a volunteer at the
Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center, assisting at health fairs, in the office, mentoring an
outstanding employee and donating.” I
believe that Jacksonville Speech and Hearing
is one of the best run nonprofits in the city; a
great director and a great staff get very important work done for children and adults,” said
Wilson.
If you’re interested in joining the Guild
contact Christa Hanson at the Museum (904)
366-6911 for more information.

New ownership at Anytime Fitness adding new programs
Anytime Fitness, 5613-2 San Jose Blvd., is
a small, personal, high end training studio for
executives and student athletes. “My dream
was to own my own training studio,” said new
owner Darrell McKay, who holds a degree in
sports managment. “My wife Brenda and I
reviewed 100 health clubs for sale across the
U.S. and selected the San Jose location due
to its premier location on the St. Johns River
and its close proximity to San Marco.”

The 6,200 square foot club was customdesigned three years ago and the McKays
recently added three Pilates Reformers and
new programs like Yoga and Zumba. Each
month the club offers a special promotion to
encourage members to join.
Sign up for a complimentary one week
trial membership. To learn more about the
club visit www.anytimefitness.com/gyms/609
or call (904) 731-7900 for more information.

Local outfitter donates $10,000
to St. Johns Riverkeeper
On May 2 Black Creek Outfitters presented
St. Johns Riverkeeper with a check for $10,000
as part of their ongoing effort to raise awareness and funds to protect one of Northeast
Florida’s most important natural resources, the
St. Johns River.
St. Johns Riverkeeper and Black Creek
started their partnership in 2007, with Black

Creek pledging to donate one percent of all
kayak and paddling accessories sales on an
annual basis. Along with the support from their
vendor partners, Patagonia, Yakima, Hobie
Kayaks, and Wilderness Systems Kayaks,
Black Creek Outfitters has raised over $30,000
to support the advocacy work of St. Johns
Riverkeeper over the past six years.

Back: Jimmy Orth, executive director of St. Johns Riverkeeper with Rex Setzer, board member; front: Joe Butler and family
(wife Liz, daughters Ashley and Lindsey) at check presentation: “Our partnership with St. Johns Riverkeeper represents
our commitment to the St. Johns and our community,” said Joe Butler, president of Black Creek Outfitters
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John Hall,
Cynthia Clayton,
and Barbara Barsh of
Save Our Libraries

Concert
in the
Park
Fletcher Park was the place to be on a mild spring evening, Friday May 10,
where residents relaxed and picnicked and danced to the tunes of The Band 3.
Sponsored by the San Marco Preservation Society, the evening was replete with
food from On the Fly Sandwiches & Stuff, face painting for the kids, and the
opportunity to sign a straw vote petition to save Jacksonville’s public libraries.

Geoff and Sara McCullough enjoy the evening with Thomas and Haley Gormon and their doberman Ramona

Stephanie Helton, Terri Nelson, Molly Curry, Kirby Oberdorfer, Jennifer Sheffield, Jeff Johns, Gigi Johns,
Jon Singleton. Pictured in back are Shane Sheffield and Doug Oberdorfer and Robin Robinson

Anita Morrill with Diane and Tim Martin

Feed Your Father
bring him to the Cool Moose!

ards
Gift Clable
Avai
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Wine Cellar has the right ingredients for success
Aging like a fine wine, Wine Cellar
opened as a small retail wine shop on
Prudential Drive in 1974 with a 28-seat
bistro. The location was appealing to owner Vicki Dugan
because of the large oak tree and, it was available.
“That turned out to be a very fortunate choice for me
because the Southbank has continued to grow, unlike
other areas that were popular at that time,” she says. “In
1974, when Wine Cellar opened, there were few upscale
restaurants. To still be here after
all these years took more dedication and hard work than I can
begin to explain.”
That sounds like some of the
right ingredients for success.
Dugan originally opened the
restaurant to serve fondue, quiche
and a few other items, but over
time the culinary options at Wine
Cellar evolved. Chefs from around
the world, including Canada,
France, Russia and Hungary, have
visited and cooked in the kitchen.
With their international influence, the menu expanded
and today Dugan looks forward to many years of Chef de
Cuisine Enver Stermilli’s creations.
Another key success ingredient, in keeping with its
original traditions and roots, is that Wine Cellar continues to present special weekend menus from the varied
regions of France and Italy as well as New Orleans and
the Napa Valley. Wine Cellar’s regular menu includes
favorites such as fresh Almond Encrusted Grouper
with Galliano Sauce, Deep Fried Cold Water
Lobster Tail with Vanilla Bean-Frangelico
Cream Sauce,
Roast
In celebration of this
Duckling,
anniversary, Wine Cellar Rum Glazed
Filet Mignon
is offering...
and New
Zealand
Lamb Chops.
The
restaurant
a dinner entrée with
purchase of an appetizer or itself has
evolved and
salad, June 10th-22nd.
this month
celebrates its
39th anniverThe first & last week in June sary as one

39% OFF

Prix Fixe Menu $39

of Jacksonville’s fine dining institutions. Once quaint and
small, the restaurant is now spacious and light, with dining and social venues fit for any occasion. There’s seating
for over 100 inside, with a couple dozen in the garden
and another dozen at the front bar.
Dugan feels that dining is much more than just going
out to eat. “Many of the restaurant’s patrons came to Wine
Cellar to celebrate momentous life
events such as birthdays or
anniversaries and have been coming back ever since,” she said.
“These personal experiences help
make dining at the restaurant
exceptional.”
Another subtle, yet critical,
ingredient for the Wine Cellar’s
longevity through more than one
economic downturn in four
decades is the staff.
“I was very fortunate to have
hired some employees early on who are still with me. I
cannot begin to explain the importance of that,” Dugan
says. “I love these people and appreciate their loyalty
more than I can possibly express.”
Dugan is talking about employees like Wayne Shipley
and Gary Gebert, both hired in 1980, as well as Greg
Martin (1984), Debra Hines (1986), Karen Daoust (1993)
and Bob Furman and Nick Dufour, who both joined Wine
Cellar in 1997.
“The growth of Jacksonville forces us to continually
strive to be better. People tend to navigate toward new
restaurants and to survive we have to actually work harder than ever before and stay current with food trends,”
Dugan explains.“This keeps us from becoming
complacent.”
Wine Cellar’s elegant, yet laid back atmosphere has
been making diners feel like special guests for nearly 40
years. As the restaurant celebrates its latest milestone,
guests are invited to come in and share more unforgettable dining experiences.

Lunch is served Monday through Friday 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., and dinner service is Monday through
Saturday 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Reservations are
recommended. Located at 1314 Prudential
Drive, (904) 398-8989, www.winecellarjax.com.
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Nancy
Barber
with
Laura
Grippa
Moody
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JACKSONVILLE JUNIOR LEAGUE
HONORED AS A CHAMPION FOR
of Jacksonville and Wells Fargo
SPEECH & HEARING BankThewereJuniorthe League
honorees last month at the 2nd annual

Yoldine Valery, Wende Wilson, Executive Director of the Jax
Speech and Hearing Center Bill McQuilkin and Judenie Raphael

Host Carl Spadaro with Charlie Pinkston

Champions for Speech & Hearing luncheon at St.
John’s Cathedral.
“The Junior League was honored to be recognized
for our role in helping found the organization,” said
Meg Sacks, immediate past president of the League.
“The Speech &Hearing Center is an important resource
for the Jacksonville community, and especially its
focus in helping children continues the spirit of The
Junior League’s focus, which is to help women and
children through committed volunteerism.”
The Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center, located
at 1128 N. Laura Street, has served the area for over
60 years, providing quality professional care to all
individuals with hearing, speech and/or language
disorders. For more information, call (904) 355-3403
or visit www. shcjax.org.

A TASTE OF TALENT ENRICHES AND
ENHANCES TO SUPPORT EDUCATION
The Riverside Fine Arts Association’s annual Taste
of Talent fundraiser again proved to be a success as
area musicians presented short concerts throughout the
evening and the venue at the Church of the Good
Shepherd. Visual artists exhibited their art as the event’s
silent auction showcase. Patrons enjoyed different
musical performances and a gallery of diverse artistic
styles to support the educational outreach program
Project Listen.

Renee Van Tasssell, Ab Deshmukh & Dena Hartman

JUNE

Tom Gallacher, Stacy Aubrey (Executive Director), Kyle Enriquez

Tom Johnston of
Action News

FANS OF HORSE
RACING, PINE
CASTLE ENJOY
DERBY DAY

Mint juleps were flowing and other traditional Derby Day fare was on the menu as
patrons partied for a purpose at Pine
Castle’s inaugural Run for the Roses Soiree
on May 4. The Timuquana Country Club
was the venue for the Bonnets & Bow Ties
Contest, judged by Ortega’s own Doug

Milne, among other celebrity judges. Over
$90,000 was raised to support Pine Castle
programs.
Pine Castle’s board president Jim Henry
said, “The Run for the Roses far surpassed
our expectations in almost every respect.
The success of the evening would
not have been possible without the
hard work of the planning committee and the Pine Castle staff,
and the tremendous support we
received from Wells Fargo and all
the other sponsors and attendees. We hope
everyone will save the date of the Kentucky
Derby next May and become part of Pine
Castle’s second annual Run for the Roses
gala which will be another great time for a
great cause.”
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MS ON THE MOVE
LUNCHEON BENEFITS
CRITICAL RESEARCH

1930S RIVERFRONT
MEDITERRANEAN
REVIVAL HOSTS
RIVERHOPS BENEFIT
Supporters of the North
Florida School of Special
Education were wowed by Heaven
Trees, a Mediterranean Revival
estate home owned by Carl
Spadaro. The estate was extensively renovated in 2006, providing
the perfect venue for the 4th annual RiverHops fundraiser. Berrilyn
McGehee Houston reminisced
about growing up in the home and
later raising her own family there.
“We had another sell-out attendance of approximately 200

guests at the dinner,” said Melanie
Jensen, director of development.
“This year’s event raised over
$35,000 for the school which provides academics and vocational
training for students with mild to
moderate intellectual disabilities.”
Established in 1992 by parents
wanting a better educational
opportunity for children with special needs, the North Florida
School of Special Education has
grown to an enrollment of 100
students and post-graduates.

Dr. Joe and Jeanie Tepas, Dr. Andy and Tammy
Kirwin with Dr. Bracken and Taryn Burns
Margee Michaelis, Event Chair Carrie
Inman with Corinna Steiger, president of
North Florida Chapter of Multiple Sclerosis
Society

David and Shannon Smith, Sheri Corder and
Linda Cunningham

Tiffany Ferguson and Jennifer Green

The Garden Club of Jacksonville was the venue for the annual On the
Move Luncheon to benefit the National MS Society May 16. The event
featured lunch from Designed Events Catering, a Peterbrooke chocolate
fountain, gift basket raffle, orchid sale, jewelry from Buki Designs, and gift
bags for each attendee. Proceeds will benefit the critical research and local
services of the National MS Society.

NIGHT IN OLD HAVANA
BENEFIT SOIREE A SUCCESS

Debbie and Cliff Evans, director of
development at Pine Castle

Jim Henry, chairman of the board of
Pine Castle with Renee Finley, event
chair

Vanessa Williams, and Adele Griffin and Ashley Cook from the office of Sen. Mark Rubio with
Mary Galvano-Bajohr, soloist

GOP WOMEN ENJOY SPRING
FASHIONS AT ANNUAL SHOW
Guests at the Republican Women’s
Club of Duval Federated oohed and
aahed over the spring fashions
presented by Patchington Boutique of
St. Augustine. The May 9 luncheon
and show at the Wyndham Riverwalk
Hotel was well attended by
Republican women from Duval and
several other counties.
“We were pleased to have repre-

sentatives at our event from Clay,
Baker, Putnam, Nassau and St. Johns
counties,” said Sharon Light,
president. “We are very active in our
community with assistance to our
Veterans, the homeless and many
groups that support women’s causes,
such as the Women’s Help Center,
Hubbard House, Safe House, and The
Justice Coalition.”

The Epping Forest Yacht Club was the
scene of cha-chas, salsas, rumbas and live
bolero music on Saturday, May 18 as
patrons enjoyed a Cuban buffet complete
with mojitos and Cuba Libres, hand-rolled
cigars, dance lessons, a Cuban art sale and
yes, the Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerleaders.
The event benefited the non-profit Rotary
Club of San Jose Charitable Foundation
and all funds raised will be donated to local
Jacksonville charities on Tuesday, June 18
at the “Night of Giving” dinner at the San
Jose Country Club.

Rene and Dan Hartley, Mayor Alvin Brown and
Santhea Brown

TOP: Mike and Carolyn O'Brian with Buddy and
Peggy Lawrence BELOW: Ginger and Greg
Forbes with Terry and Patsy Moore
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New Cummer exhibit worth racing to see
Great Age of the
American Automobile fun
for all ages
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Though art, generally, is the great
imitator of life, the newest “raciest”
exhibit at The Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens shows how art has
influenced the life of the American
automobile.
Planning ahead very early – having
booked two years ago the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, collection of automotive drawings – The Cummer’s
Chief Curator Holly Keris pondered
during that time about how to bring
the exhibit to life. “This show started
with the art, showing how the hand of
an artist can play a significant role in the design
of a product,” she
said. Keris and

Staci Bu Shea, a guest curator coordinating the exhibition, worked closely
with Bill Warner, founder and chairman of Amelia Island Concours
d’Elegance, to bring 2D and 3D art
together.
The classic automobiles on display
span a short period, from 1956 to
1963, in the history of automotive
design although the exhibit includes a
longer period from the early 1950s to
the early 1970s. “The cultural implications that cars supplied in the era
after World War II have given rise to a
commodity culture, with objects
becoming more important than they
actually are,” noted Bu Shea. “This
exhibit captures how art is utilized in
everyday life, how culture in general
is informed by these objects.”
Bu Shea started with 130 drawings
from the collection of Jean S. and
Frederick A. Sharf in collaboration
with the MFA, and
narrowed it down
to 90 drawings in
three

Continental
Division of Ford
Motor Company,
Continental Mark
II, 1956, hard top
coupe, Courtesy
of Rick Schmidt

Staci Bu Shea,
guest curator

categories. The exhibit is spread out
through three galleries, including
drawings, photographs, film clips
and, of course, the six automobiles that represent the
culmination of the era’s
engineering and design.
Commercials by
Studebaker, Texaco and
American Motors from
the 1950s and 1960s will
have visitors humming
jingles from bygone
Chrysler
Corporation and
days. Beyond that, notes
Carrozzeria
Ghia, Chrysler
Bu Shea “the gender
Turbine, 1963,
positioning, class and
front-engine,
rear-drive hard top
style of the culture of the
coupe, Courtesy
of the Chrysler
automobile is representGroup, LLC
ed in those videos.”
Courtesy of the
General Motors Heritage
Collection, a display of reproductions will take visitors through the
story of the design and production
of the Firebird II, which was never
marketed. The display includes a
1956 film clip with George
Jetson-like vignettes of
hands-free driving.
The exhibit, which opened
on May 14, runs through Sep.
8, and visitors will be
delighted with the interactive
roadmap that provides
opportunities to think about,
respond to and make their
own connections of art to life.
“We’re poised to create a very
exciting experience for
visitors,” said Keris.
Cadillac Division of General Motors, Cadillac El Dorado Biarritz, 1957 ,
Courtesy of William C. Warner

Future Retro has programming for
all ages throughout the summer
Concerts, lectures, movie nights and more are in store at The Cummer this summer, making the
museum a weekend destination for car and art aficionados as well as budding and amateur
artists. Check out this schedule and make your reservations now.

• Motown Concert with KTG in the Gardens – Friday, Jun. 14, 7-9 p.m. Call
(904) 899-6038 to purchase tickets or visit www.cummer.org.
• Talks and Tea with Guest Curator Staci Bu Shea – Wednesday, Jun. 19 and
Thursday, Jun. 20, 1:30 p.m. Call (904) 899-6038 to RSVP.
• Movie Night at The Cummer – Fridays at 7:30 p.m. includes Grease on Jun. 28,
Cars on Jul. 19 and American Graffiti on Aug. 16. Call (904) 899-6038 to RSVP.
• Sock Hop with a DJ spinning the oldies – Friday, Jul. 12, 7:30-10:30 p.m. Call
(904) 899-6038 to RSVP.
• Made in the USA Community Car Show – Saturday, Aug. 3, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Automotive Inspiration: Create Your Own Car Design – Saturdays, Jun. 29 and
Jul. 27, 1-3 p.m., ages 7 to 13.
• Art for Two – Saturdays, Jul. 13 and Aug. 10, 10:30 a.m. to noon, ages 3 to 5.
• Art Adventures – Saturdays, Jul. 20 and Aug. 17, 10:30 a.m. to noon, ages 6 to 12.
(For all drawing classes, call (904) 355-0630 to reserve an easel.)

Compare the contenders

VOLVO S60

AUDI A4

BMW 328i

MERCEDES C250 S

ENGINE

2.5L I-5

2.0L I-4

2.0L I-4

1.8L I-4

HORSEPOWER

250HP @ 5,400 RPM

211HP @ 4,300 RPM

240HP @ 5,000 RPM

201HP @ 5,500 RPM

FUEL GRADE

REGULAR

PREMIUM

PREMIUM

PREMIUM

FACTORY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

36 MO / 36,000 MI

12 MO / 5,000 MI

48 MO / 50,000 MI

NONE

MSRP

$31,900

$32,500

$37,745

$36,255

IIHS SMALL OVERLAP CRASH TEST RATING

GOOD

POOR

MARGINAL

POOR
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GoGIVERS
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Marilyn Kerr, 76, of San Marco
has been a Salvation Army volunteer
for approximately 15 years and
believes that if she can volunteer,
then anyone can! She first became a
volunteer through her membership in
the organization’s women’s auxiliary
after her retirement from teaching.
“I was always a very active person,
a sixth grade math teacher for more
than 36 years, but now I have a
chronic medical condition called primary pulmonary hypertension that
causes severe shortness of breath. It
limits my ability to walk or do much
physical activity, but I can still do
seated volunteer activities,” Kerr said.
Kerr’s major Salvation Army volunteer work is centered on two activities: the annual Celebrity Chef
Tasting Luncheon & Auction
fundraiser, and preparing donated
costume jewelry for sale in the organization's five Family Stores (formerly called Thrift Shops). She enjoys
helping with monthly birthday parties, which she said the recipients
always appreciate, and she also does
some of the holiday bell ringing for
donations.
“We clean, sort and tag donated

jewelry
which is
simple
for me
to do while seated. The
jewelry all goes to the
shops for sale and
there are special jewelry sales several times
during the year. I
wanted to do something that would really
make a difference and
all of the money raised
goes directly to fund
the adult rehabilitation
programs,” Kerr said. “As a former
math teacher I’m all about the numbers and statistics. Before we started
focusing on the jewelry, those shops
were selling and making a lot less
money than we are bringing in now!”
Kerr also is a volunteer for Seniors
on a Mission, a faith-based organization. The group was founded to make
volunteering easier for seniors by
arranging regular volunteer activities
and group transportation in vans from
nine pick-up points across
Jacksonville. Kerr especially likes the
fact that the group does projects for
many different organizations and that
the seniors get to know each other
and socialize as they volunteer
together.
“There are about five or ten volunteer activities every month where we
go do a specific community service
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Marilyn Kerr

project. There
are all kinds of
projects like
preparing 9,500
race bags for the
Donna Hicken
National
Marathon to
Finish Breast
Cancer or thousands of balloons for a
Leukemia &
Lymphoma
Society event. A
project could be
completed in one visit or it could
require up to three more visits,” she
said. “Another project has been helping the Downtown Ecumenical
Services Council (DESC.) They
receive donated clothing for free distribution to the poor. We sit and mend
the clothing when repairs are needed.”
Calanthea Hires, Salvation Army
Northeast Florida Area Command
Volunteer Recruiter said that senior
citizens can make important contributions as mature, dedicated volunteers
for community service.
“I see Ms. Kerr coming in to do
her volunteer projects using her walker and with her oxygen tank. Those
things do not slow her down a bit or
keep her from helping others. She is
an inspiration,” Hires said. “We
always need volunteers and currently

have a great need for volunteer individuals or groups to work in the food
pantry, as office assistants for the
food pantry and to serve meals.
Meals are provided to 150 poor and
homeless individuals daily from 6-7
p.m. Starting in October through
December thousands of volunteers
are needed for a variety of tasks.
Volunteer training is always provided.
Information is available on the
Salvation Army (Northeast Florida)
website.”
Kerr's late husband was attorney
James Kerr, Jr. The couple has two
sons. Dr. James Knox Kerr, III, an
anesthesiologist is married to
Madeline and they have two children,
James Knox Kerr, IV, 17, and Cullen
Kerr, 14. The younger son is Scott
Mason Kerr, married to Erin, and
their daughter is Alex, 21. Scott
works for the Mac Paper Company.
Both sons are in the U.S. Army
Reserve and will soon be deployed to
Kuwait.
Kerr said that loving her grandchildren is her number one pastime, other
than the 90-100 hours she spends volunteering for her charities every
month.
“I’ve gotten several other seniors
involved too. I just tell them to come
and try it, have some fun and we get
to help others at the same time. It’s
really true that anyone can do these
projects, but they are perfect for senior citizens,” she said.

Affordable Home Care Services
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Talented church pianist
retires after 40 years

San Marco resident Norma Hagan,
who tickled the ivories for over 40
years as staff pianist at Hendricks
Avenue Baptist Church, retired at the
end of May. She will be missed.
“If there has been one person at
Hendricks Avenue that has helped me
navigate my first years on staff. It is
Norma. She’s always been there to
assist in ministry when called upon,”
said Tommy Shapard, Minister of
Music and Worship.
Hagan began piano lessons at age
seven. Her parents’ goal was for her
to become a church pianist, so in
addition to the usual classics, scales,
and chords, she also studied hymns.
She has had a diverse career, playing
for school events, a “big band” dance
band, and even a tap dance studio, in
addition to serving as church pianist.
One of Hagan’s strengths is her

ability to
accompany
vocal soloists
or ensembles,
often creating
her own
accompaniments which
complement
the piece being
sung.
“My HAB
family has
enriched my
life by allowing me to use my musical skills to
share in their joys and their sorrows.
They’ve allowed me to lead them in
worship experiences with my solos
and accompaniments. We’ve walked a
wonderful road together for 40 years,”
said Hagan. “I feel very privileged to
have had this experience. I must admit
to having mixed emotions right now.
I’m ending one chapter of my life and
starting another. I hope the next one is
as special to me as this last one has
been.”
Hagan gave a 40th anniversary concert at Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church in February, performing a
diverse repertoire of hymn arrangements, classical pieces, and even
selections from Broadway musicals.
The concert represented the many different styles of music she has played
during her career.
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Senior Expo opens with
presentation of awards
Mayor Alvin Brown
Senior of the Year – Carol Lovins
acknowledged seven local
senior citizens for their outstanding contributions to the
community at the annual
Senior Expo on May 15. The
event also debuted the
much-anticipated 2013-2014
Senior Services Directory,
and entertainment featured
the Sophisticated Gents and
the Dazzling Diamonds of
Jacksonville on the dance
floor.
The 2013 Mayor’s Senior
Awards Ceremony honored
and Charles Simmons, respectively.
Carol Lovins as Female Senior of
One couple, Rev. Buck and Nikki
the Year and Willie Ivey as Male
Stanley, received the James L.
Senior of the Year, with a runner-up
Fortuna Lifetime Achievement
in each category, Frances Robinson
Award.
The 17th Annual Senior
Male Senior of the Year – Willie Ivey
Expo and Health Fair
attracted thousands of seniors from across the area to
the fun-filled and informative two-day event. In addition to offering information
on investing, travel, retirement living choices, health,
including free health screenings and tests, recreation
and fitness, other activities
include free educational
seminars, hourly door prizes
and entertainment.
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Green is good: safe, non-toxic rug cleaning and moth treatment

Air dusting removes dirt, sand and dry particles
trapped deep inside the rug’s fibers and foundation.

Air dusting shows what ordinary vacuum cleaners
leave behind on area rugs.

What goes around comes around.
successful for new business. “When peoEven in rug cleaning. Chances are your
ple trust you and tell their friends they
great-grandparents were the original
trust you, it carries a lot of weight,” said
“green” – cleaning their rugs by beating
Larson.
them with wire or wood whisks to
Larson Rug Cleaning is also the ghostremove dust and dirt and
busting equivalent of moths in
using a variety of lemonthe Jacksonville area. With 35
or vinegar-based solutions
years of rug cleaning experience
to clean stubborn stains.
under his belt, Larson can deterLarson Rug Cleaning is
mine if there are moths in your
proud to claim non-toxic
house within five minutes.
rug cleaning. “Everything
“We’re experts in taking care
in the process is thorough,
of moth damage. No one else in
yet extremely gentle and
the city wants to do it,” says
non-toxic,” says Chrissy
Larson. His wife and partner,
Larson. “Everything we
Chrissy, adds “You have to have
use is safe for humans as
patience to look for and remove
Chrissy “The Moth Lady”
well as pets.”
moths. Most people don’t.”
and Gary Larson
Thanks, in part, to their
Moths need four elements to
finely honed cleaning process, owner
thrive: food, low lighting, an undisturbed
Gary Larson has built a steady, loyal
environment and moisture – and there’s a
clientele based on trust and quality care.
lot of it in Jacksonville. “Since those trop“I am with the rug through the whole
ical storms came through last year – and
process, from the time I inspect it in the
the hurricanes before that – there’s been a
home, take it to the cleaning facility, clean real plague of moths in this city,” Larson
it, finish it and bring it back to the home.
explains. He urges homeowners to check
No one else can make that claim.”
for themselves.
The cleaning and treating process
“Pull back the furniture that’s been sittakes about a week, using custom equipting on your rugs. Flip the rug and look
ment and systems that Larson has
for evidence of moth eggs or droppings.
designed over the years.
They look like sand, but slightly bigger
He has done very little advertising
and more rounded and take on the color
through the years. Customer word-ofof the rug,” said Larson.
mouth recommendations and referrals
Chrissy Larson, who has a backfrom one of the biggest pest control comground in fabric science, will hunt
panies in Jacksonville have been highly
through the house for signs of moths,

remove them and install moth traps as a
preventive measure. She does not recommend moth balls and has natural alternatives to chemical repellants.
In the meantime, Larson will remove
the infested rugs for a thorough cleaning.
Not every rug may show evidence of
moths, so he lets the client make the decision whether to do them all. “I don’t
believe in taking advantage of people,”
he stated. “But for peace of mind, many
choose to have them all cleaned and
treated.”
When a rug is first purchased,
especially if it’s been manufactured overseas, is the best time to
look for and treat for moths.
Then, put your rugs on a
two-year maintenance program but don’t hesitate to
pull them back more often
and check for yourself.
Dirt, dust, and allergens
can lead to health problems.
Having your rugs regularly
cleaned will help you maintain a clean home and living
environment. Larson says
“Now is a good time
to clean

Moth eggs and feces
looks like sand, but are
larger and take on the
color of your rug. Moths
can quickly destroy a
precious and expensive
heirloom.

carpets, when
you’re getting
ready to close
up the
house and
spend the
summer
months
away.”

Moth proofing protects
your rug from moth damage for up to two years;
schedule ahead for a
biennial application.

Call Larson Rug Cleaning today at (904) 384-8795 or contact
Gary Larson directly at (904) 626-1550 for a free inspection.
Visit www.jacksonvillereugcleaning.com for an education
in rug cleaning, moth removal and prevention.
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Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and Indigo Girls – really?
Conductor search,
interactive concerts and
new programming this fall
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Music is a powerful force. It can
soothe the soul, rouse the masses or
distill emotions. For the Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra, 2013 is proving
to be transitional as the organization
opens a search for new leadership, targets fresh audiences, and refining its
role for the future.
By presenting fine music to the
community, the Jacksonville
Symphony adds texture to the artistic
and cultural landscape of the city. It
also plays an economic role.
Performing scores of concerts in
downtown Jacksonville from midSeptember to mid-May, the
Symphony is a large employer providing ripple effects into the city’s urban
core.
In addition, the Symphony plays an

educational role in the community.
“We have extensive programs in the
schools, and that’s something we
intend to broaden,” said Martin
Connor, Chair-Elect of the Symphony
Board of Directors and San Jose resident. Although still in the preliminary
stages, one example of JSO’s attempt
to expand its reach is through a collaborative program between
Symphony musicians and music
majors from the University of North
Florida. The two groups would work
together teaching music in schools,
Connor said.
In the past, the Symphony has had
great success providing concerts such
as Starry Nights in Metropolitan Park.
Each Christmas, JSO corners the
entertainment market by offering a
variety of popular holiday concerts.
The Orchestra also takes its music to
the people by performing in neighborhoods around the Jacksonville area.
At the same time, Symphony leadership is aware their audiences are
trending older and grayer, which
could stem from the format of the
concerts themselves. “My sense the

Must Present Coupon.
Hendricks Location Only. Expires 6/30/13.

way the music is
Pierpont
Connor
presented is
intimidating.
There’s an elitism
to it if you don’t
know that you
shouldn’t clap
between movements,” shared
Richard Pierpont,
Chairman of the
Pierson
Jacksonville
Symphony Board
of Directors and
Ortega resident.
“People want
to be connected,
and we’re not a
connected type of
event,” Pierpont
added. Therein lies one multi-faceted
David Pierson, President and CEO of
challenge for the Jacksonville
the Symphony and Avondale resident.
Symphony as the organization seeks
According to Pierson, programming is
to reach new audiences.
what sells concerts these days. He
Other challenges range from perhopes the new JSO leader will find
ceptions of spending an evening in
attractive ways to package concerts
downtown Jacksonville to marketing a for today’s audiences.
sedentary activity to a digital generaThe music of Gershwin, Brahms,
tion, but the Symphony is on the
Wagner, Stravinsky and others will be
offensive examining programming
presented by the eight young conducoptions, offering more morning and
tors. Symphony leadership hopes the
afternoon concerts and seeking a new
concerts will bring in new patrons as
leader.
well as continue to build the percepSince 1999, director and principal
tion of the Symphony as a relevant
conductor, Fabio Mechetti, has led the form of entertainment.
Orchestra. This fall, the Symphony
With a new leader will come new
will open a search for a new conducprogramming, and that’s the key.
tor.
“We’re doing a special concert next
Beginning in October and continuyear with the Indigo Girls, which cering through April, JSO will perform
tainly is not our typical demographic,”
eight concerts with eight guest conPierson said.
ductors as part of the Florida Blue
Martin Connor lived in Boston,
Masterworks Series. While there’s no
New York City and Washington, D.C.
guarantee that one of the guest conbefore moving to Jacksonville. He
ductors may be the next Symphony
was pleasantly surprised by the qualileader, the community will have an
ty of the music he heard at his first
opportunity to offer input on each of
Symphony concert.
them.
“This is a world-class orchestra,
“They’re all young conductors.
and Jacoby Hall is certainly a worldThey all come with fresh eyes,” said
class venue,” Connor said.
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Tom Laubach
“The best advice ever received from my father was always to treat
others like you want to be treated, lend a helping hand and to be
kind. Dad has taught me by example to set my priorities – always
put family first, to be truthful and to have patience. Since 1984, my
dad has taken me to Florida Gator football games, with our favorite
being the Florida/Georgia game here in Jacksonville.”

– Amy Laubach Chamberlin, St. Nicholas

Paul Naugle

The phrase “Father knows best” often comes to mind when we think of
our childhood. From help with schoolwork to advice about love and
careers, our dads have been there through thick and thin, to offer their
words of wisdom. And, even in adulthood, their advice is still sage in an
ever-changing world. Here, some of your neighbors share their fathers’
insights in tributes to the men in our lives. Happy Father’s Day, dads!

Joseph Milton
“I can narrow Dad’s ‘best advice’ to
me down to two: (1) Always give
your best effort no matter what the
task; and (2) Don’t try to rationalize
your decision-making. If a situation or
decision doesn’t feel right or pass the
‘smell test,’ then you have your
answer. Though he did not encourage
me to join the legal profession or join
his law firm, I always knew that working by his side was my calling. I had
the pleasure of working with my dad
for nearly 15 years and worked over a
hundred cases together. His professional mentoring was invaluable, but
it wasn’t until several years passed
that I realized he was really teaching
me life lessons.”

– Michael Milton,
St. Nicholas

“The best advice ever received from my father was ‘Always do
your best, son. Be sure to pay attention to what you’re doing. It’s
the details that matter.’ My father has made me the man I am
today by leading by example. Since I was little boy I always
dreamed of working with my father in our family funeral home, so I
really enjoy coming to work every day with my father. I also enjoy
getting out on the weekend and grilling, cooking, and riding motorcycles and working on cars with my father.”

– Cameron Naugle, San Marco

George D. Foote
“Regarding a career, his advice was to ‘Do something you enjoy,
the rest will take care of itself.’ My dad would joke if someone
would complain about a tough steak. He would say ‘Tougher
when there’s none.’ It was amusing, but like many of his comments there was wisdom in the underlying message. Family was
most important to him, and his choices and decisions reflected
that. He passed away a few weeks after my college graduation,
and almost 30 years later I still appreciate him beyond measure.”

– George J. Foote, San Marco

Dr. Louis John Larmoyeux, Jr.
“Best advice my father gave me: ‘A winner never quits, and a quitter never
wins.’ The thing I remember most about my dad growing up was that he was
always involved with his kids. He sacrificed his personal time being there for
his family instead of doing things for himself. My sophomore year he told me
if I made the finals in the 50 meter freestyle that he would drive down to
watch the race at the state championship swim meet in Ft. Lauderdale. When
I stepped up on the block for the final race, I looked up in the stands and
there he was, sitting near the top, just like he said. That made me feel great.”

– Louis John Larmoyeux III, San Marco
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Mike Mullaney
Both Karson and Kyle say fishing is their favorite thing to do
with their dad and credit him with being the most influential
person in their lives. Kelly, his high school sweetheart, said:
“I remember very vividly when I was pregnant with our second
child, Mike was worried that he wouldn’t be able to love his
next son as much as he loved our first, and then we ended up
with five boys and he loves them all more than anything.

Mike is the best daddy in the world. He doesn’t do anything
unless it’s with the boys. Fishing is something they all do
together. When they were younger it was always baseball.”

– Wife Kelly, Sons Kyle, Kurtis, Kameron,
Karson and Kolby Mullaney, St. Nicholas

Mitchell Atalla

John E. Lawlor III

“I don’t really remember any advice in particular
that he gave me – but I learned from his example.
My dad listened to people. And he listened to all
types of people. There was a calmness and genuineness about him that people loved to be near.
To this day, almost 20 years since he passed,
there are people at the City who will put two and
two together and say “Oh, you’re Mitch’s daughter!” with a big smile like he was here just yesterday. Those moments bring me so much warmth
and happiness. I try to take time and really listen
to people – I can only hope others would feel that
same way about me.”

– Helena Atalla Parola, San Jose
Like father, like daughter. Helena works for the City of Jacksonville in the Planning and Development Department.
Mitchell Atalla was the Chief Administrative Officer during Mayor Tommy Hazouri’s administration.

Rob Heekin

“My father has given me very sound advice over the years, but I can’t think of one nugget that
sticks out over the rest. He really sets an example by the way he lives. My father is extremely honest, fair, humble, and has great integrity. I have never seen him lie or bend the truth. He is honest
when no one is watching and quietly helps others out. One of my favorite things to do with my
father is to meet for Sunday family dinners twice monthly with my siblings and their children. Once
my mother passed away, he has been very intentional about keeping us all close.”

– Sarah Troup, San Marco

“My dad is a man of very few words.
Probably the best advice he ever gave me
was to study hard! He understood the
importance of a good education and he
sacrificed a lot to make sure my five brothers and sisters and I could attend
Assumption, Bishop Kenny and then the
University of Florida. Dad just retired after
about 30 years running Troop 106 at
Assumption Catholic School. He only retired because he was asked to be the president of the
North Florida Council of the Boy Scouts of America and they made him give it up! Now that
my son Ben is 11 and in Boy Scouts it has been really special for me to be able to camp with
him again and let Ben experience scouting with his Paw Paw.”

Lou Trad
“My father is and always will be teaching me something,
whether I want to learn or not, and at 81 years old he has
a lot to teach. The best advice he has bestowed upon me
is one of example. His work ethic has always been an
inspiration to me. I am still amazed at how he moves
through every day with an extraordinary level of determination. I would say that one of my favorite things to do
with my dad is to hand out food to the needy for Catholic
Charities. It’s about the only time that we don’t talk of
business and it’s just enjoyable on all levels to help folks
in need.”
– Chris Trad, San Jose

– David Heekin, San Marco
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Know the tides to enjoy the area’s inlets this summer

A moving tide (whether incoming or outgoing) is also very important to know. Safety
is critical and understanding the strong currents and how swimming kids will be pulled
in the tidal flow is important. Moving water
also means fishing will be better.
With outgoing tides, brackish water will be
moving through these inlets as it flows to the
ocean. Plus, you will constantly need to be
watching your boat as the water recedes. We
have seen many beached boats over the
BY NATHAN & TED MILLER
years, mine included. But a push from a few
friendly neighbors can ensure you will not be
Growing up in Jacksonville, I spent a lot
stuck there for hours.
of summer days fishing in the ocean. Friends
Personally, my favorite time to be there is
and I would go look for tarpon along the
the last half of an incoming tide. This way,
beach. The air temperatures were in the 90s,
you have moving water which is good for
and the water temperature was not far
fishing. And the water clarity and temperabehind. We would fish until it was just too hot
tures will be
to take it anyMitchel and Tommy Donahoo enjoying Bird Island
ideal for swimmore. We usualming and coolly fished out of
ing off the entire
Mayport and the
time we are
mouth of the St.
there.
Johns River. As
We can’t conwe headed in,
trol the tides. All
we would take a
we can do is
detour a few
look at a tide
miles to the
chart a day or
north and go
two before going to become familiar with the
beach the boat at the Ft. George River inlet.
conditions you will be dealing with. You can
This is where we would cool off, and talk
certainly alter your arrival and departure time
about all the tarpon we did not catch, and all
by a few hours to ensure your time is spent
the sharks we did.
under the conditions you prefer.
We spent a lot of time boating around
While boating around our inlets, you need
these inlets. Back then, you could run around
to use extreme caution. Most of the beaches
all day during the summer and you could
and swimming spots are on the inshore side
count the number of other boats you saw on
of any ocean breakers, so you can access all
one hand, even on the weekend. Today, on a
these areas from the Intracoastal Waterway
nice summer day, you may be lucky to find a
(ICW). But if you decide to navigate the inlets
place to beach your boat.
Many of these inlets have car parking and either into or from the ocean, use extreme
caution. The sandbars can be tricky and the
good access by foot. So a boat is not a
currents can be very strong. With an outgonecessity to enjoy these waterways.
ing tide flowing in an easterly direction, and
One of the most important things to know
an easterly wind and swell pushing against it,
when using our inlets (besides the weather)
the flowing water will build into breakers and
is the tides. And different tides offer different
standing waves that can easily swamp a
experiences.
boat. And running into a sand bar with strong
Some prefer a low tide when the sand
currents and swells is not good. Knowing
bars are exposed. There is more space availwhere the channels are each year as they
able to set your umbrella and chairs and
offers more beach to pull a boat onto. But low can move from year to year is critical. Even if
you frequent these areas and have a lot of
tide means the water you will be enjoying will
experience boating, these areas are conbe from the rivers as it makes its way to the
stantly changing. A sandbar this year may
ocean. The water will be more brackish with
not look the same or may have moved slightless clarity. The water temperature will also
ly from last year.
be slightly warmer as it originated from the
shallows of the creeks where it has been
heated by the sun earlier in the day.
High tides offer less sand and beach to
use. Many of the sandbars will be submerged and not usable. But the water will be
fresh sea water. In fact, if you hit a high tide
just right on a clear summer day, you may
think you are swimming in the Caribbean.
The water clarity can rival any tropical paradise. And on a hot summer day, the fresh
sea water can offer slightly less water temperatures which can translate into a better
swimming experience.

PAGE 31

FEATURED INLETS
Nassau Sound
This inlet is located at the southern tip of
Amelia. This area features Bird Island which
is one of the more well-known islands our
local inlets have to offer. Boaters have been
coming here for years looking for sand dollars or just to hang out and cool off. The fishing around this inlet can be incredible. Fish
like whiting, red fish, trout, flounder, jacks,
lady fish, catfish and small sharks can all be
caught in the spring and summer months all

Kids enjoying bird island

from the beach. And the tarpon fishing from
July and into September can be fantastic.
Ft. George River
This inlet is located a few miles north of
the mouth of the St. Johns River. Ft. George
has become one of the more popular inlets
among boaters. This inlet offers a long beach
that runs along the south end of Little Talbot
Island and can be great protection from a
strong north wind. As you make your way
towards the inlet under Heckscher Drive,
there are more sandbars to enjoy, but only at
low tide. These sand bars will be submerged
when the tide is high. This inlet has closed in
over the past few years so navigating to and
from the ocean is extremely difficult.
St. Augustine Inlet
This inlet offers beautiful sandbars
exposed at low tides, fantastic fishing, and
great restaurants near-by. With restaurants
like Caps and Aunt Kate’s only a few miles
north of the inlet, you can make the short
boat run and use their docks to enjoy a great
lunch or early dinner. The city dock also
offers slips for around $10 and is within walking distance to downtown restaurants and
shops along the historical St. George Street.
Matanzas Inlet
Matanzas Inlet is roughly 17 miles south
of the St. Augustine inlet. Matanzas is one of
the smaller inlets in our area, but offers

beaches and sandbars and has some of the
clearest water of any of our inlets. Matanzas
has begun to close in over the past few
years as well, so navigation to and from the
ocean is not recommended. This inlet is easily accessed by foot. Or you can launch a
boat along A1A near Devil’s Elbow fish camp
and run a few miles down the ICW to the
inlet.
All these areas offer breathtaking scenery.
And with limited use of your child’s electronics while on the water, this time offers the
perfect opportunity to teach them to throw a
cast net for bait, fish, catch and release.
Last month, my wife chose to spend
Mother’s Day on Bird Island. She sat on the
beach with a picnic while I fetched whatever
it was that she desired. And between my
wife’s catering requests, I spent my time satisfying the demands of persistent kids asking
to be pulled on the tube just ‘one more time’.
With Father’s Day around the corner, and
the ability to choose the destination for that
day, I see a trip to one of our area’s inlets as
a strong possibility.
Send your pictures, stories and
favorite destinations to
The Miller Brothers at
Nathan@FredMillerGroup.com or
Ted at Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.

Sixty-pound gag grouper no joke
Kyle Mullaney, a 24-year-old St.
Nicholas resident and avid fisherman, doesn’t have to spin stories
about the one that got away after
catching a 60.38 pound gag grouper
last month.
“Up to this point, it is the highlight
of my life,” Mullaney said. “I will probably not ever see another one like
that.”
While it only took Mullaney, who
was 50 miles offshore, five minutes to
reel in the grouper, his friend helped
by driving the boat away once the
fish was hooked. Mullaney said that
helped keep the fish from swimming
back down into the wreck where it
would have likely gone free. Mullaney
plans to have the grouper mounted
so the story can tell itself – no hook,
line or sinker needed.
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Sixth Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship awarded
In memory of a son, Clay’s
Tournament draws others
grieving similar losses

Clay Roberts Memorial
Scholarship Winners

BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A lot of memories are made on the water,
mused Gary Roberts, founder of In River Or
Ocean. The nonprofit organization, founded in
2007 in memory of his son Clay, promotes
Clay’s passion for fishing and love of the water
and awards scholarships to Bishop Kenny High
School students who most closely fit Clay’s profile, emulating his spirit and values.
“The students must be a varsity athlete, with
at least a 2.0 GPA,” said Roberts. “After that, it’s
up to the teachers and peers to identify young
men and women who most closely match
Clay’s personality. The students don’t apply, and
it’s a surprise to us each year.”
This year the sixth four-year $1,000 scholarship was awarded to [name] at Bishop Kenny’s
Awards Night on May 23. Roberts’ daughter
Casey, 21, presented the award.
This scholarship, unlike most, is not limited
in how it can be used. “If someone going to
school out of state, or out of country, needs to
go home, this can help with those expenses,”
Roberts explained.
The annual tournament draws people for a
variety of reasons. Many are friends of Clay,
who died in a tragic fall the last semester of his
senior year at Bishop Kenny in 2007. Others
have also lost a child and share the same burden of grief. One annual angler only just recently shared with Roberts that he too had lost his

son, but didn’t want to burden Roberts with his
own grief.
“When something like this first happens to
you, you think you’re the only one to have suffered this kind of loss, but there are a lot of people out there grieving,” said Roberts with a
catch in his voice. “The tournament helps bring
these kinds of souls together.”
Charter captain Don Dingman lost his son in
2004 and started a foundation and a television
show, Hook the Future, which promotes fishing
with children. Dingman was introduced to
Roberts through the Jacksonville Offshore Sport
Fishing Club and now Hook the Future
Foundation will provide some of the prizes for
the Junior Anglers competition in the 6th annual
Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore Slam Fishing
Tournament (see sidebar).
“This is our sixth year for the tournament
and we’re at a crossroads to take it beyond
what we’ve done the previous five years,” said
Gary Roberts, owner of Roberts’ South Bank
Pharmacy and father of Clay Roberts. “Although
it’s mostly men in the tournament we do have
couples, so we hope to add a separate
women’s division next year.”

• 2008: Sean Brown,
Merchant Marine Academy
Class of 2013
• 2009: Thomas Lemmon,
University of North Florida
Class of 2014
• 2010: Brendan Coster,
Flagler College, Class of 2015
• 2011: Stephen Clark,
Averett University, Class of 2016
• 2012: Rose Walsh,
University of Notre Dame
Class of 2017
• 2013: Hunter Parry,
LeGrange College
Class of 2018
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New Junior Anglers
Division at 6th annual
Clay Roberts Inshore Slam
Fast becoming a tradition for the fishing community
on Father’s Day weekend, the 6th Annual Clay Roberts
Memorial Inshore Slam Fishing Tournament at Beach
Marine, 2315 Beach Blvd., is scheduled for June 15.
Several hundred people are expected to attend this
year’s tournament, making it one of the premier tournaments of the season. “We had 91 boaters sign up for
the first tournament,” said Gary Roberts, father of Clay
Roberts. “Although we were hurt by the economy in
recent years, we continued to fund the scholarships.”
Entry Fee/ Registration: Entry Fee is $100 per
boat prior to Jun. 1, and $110 per boat through Jun. 14.
Registration closes at the end of the Captain’s Meeting
scheduled for Friday, Jun. 14, 7 p.m. at the Mudville
Grille, 3105 Beach Blvd. Clay’s Tournament is also introducing a Junior Anglers Division, is open for children
ages four to fifteen. Registration is $15 per junior angler.
Tournament Schedule: The tournament weather
call will be made at 6 a.m. on Saturday, Jun. 15. The
tournament committee reserves the right to cancel the
tournament due to unsafe conditions. Four hours of fishing will constitute a tournament day. Weigh-in, Saturday,
Jun. 15, 2 to 4 p.m. Food and festivities begin at 3 p.m.
Awards ceremony at 5 p.m. Weather date will be
Sunday, Jun. 16.
Tournament Awards: There will be four awards categories, with three prizes in each category, for a total of
$10,500 in prizes. Prizes will also be awarded to the top
ten junior anglers. Sponsorships are available and benefits include banners, boat entries and program
acknowledgement.
All proceeds from the tournament are used to fund
the Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship at Bishop
Kenny High School. For more information or to register
online, go to FishWithClay.com or call (904) 384-0775.
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New Owners
Energize Anytime
Fitness in Lakewood

Programs offer a routine for anyone in the family
The new owners of Anytime Fitness in
to work in his own business; the
Lakewood have reinvigorated the fitness
business of helping people lose
center, incorporating a fresh, new
weight, gain strength and understand
approach to working out in the neighborthe correlation between fitness, health
hood. New programs, equipment and
and wellness.
workout options are available and the
Working for four large health systems
staff is ready to enlighten members by
over the course of his career, his knowloffering an opportunity to learn more
edge, alongside Brenda’s qualifications
about a personalized
as a Registered
approach to fitness.
Nurse then
The center is one of 2,000
Darrell McKay and
became the cataAnytime Fitness facilities
his wife Brenda
lyst for their newest
across the country. As its name
bought the Anytime
venture based in
implies, it’s available 24 hours a medical fitness.
Fitness franchise at
day, seven days a week with
5613 San Jose Blvd.
Under McKay’s
in December of 2012
direction, the staff
after-hours access. Customers
and quickly got to
members design
who travel can use Anytime
work. After leaving a
personalized exerFitness centers anywhere in
25 year career in
cise prescriptions
the U.S., regardless of their
design, development
that fit the member
home base.
and implementation of
and help sustain
Medical Fitness faciliinterest and lifelong
ties, the McKay’s were poised to bring
habits. With this in mind, new customers
this knowledge to the local area. Having
undergo a one-hour orientation with a
been a consultant on the build out and
certified personal trainer who will then
creation of the Brooks Health & Fitness
help them find their “spark,” a lively, percenter off Butler Boulevard, McKay knew
sonalized workout they’ll enjoy and want
he wanted to put his management skills
to continue. McKay has recently added

new classes such as
Zumba, Yoga, and
Pilates mats to
enhance the center’s
cardio and weight
lifting options. “We
want our members
to have fun and
enjoy exercising.”
With programming that runs a wide
spectrum- from the intense Navy Sealdeveloped TRX classes, a suspension
training program with ropes and webbing
to Pilates reformers, some of the latest in
training with a sliding carriage and
adjustable springs for stretching,
strengthening and endurance training;
there are many options to fit any fitness
and wellness level. They have added new
small group Pilates training with classes
limited to three students for a more intimate workout. This makes the program
social in a small group and more affordable for members and non-members.
Anytime Fitness is already in receipt of

referrals
from local
health care
providers due to their
background and skill
sets- they know how to
improve results for
patients. The personal
trainers on staff are
equipped to help members with various medical conditions and they
are ready to help you on
your road to wellness.
As hands-on owners, Brenda and
Darrell work daily in the 6,200-squarefoot center alongside five certified trainers, all of whom help the members get in
the best shape of their lives. “Members
want to look good, feel good and have
more energy.”
“I’m working hard to get to know customers,” McKay said. “I learn their names
and try to build a relationship with them.
It’s like a community of friends. We’re
starting to get a lot of referrals from our
existing members from their families and
neighbors.”

Anytime Fitness offers a free one week trial membership for guests
who would like to try out the center before signing up!
Anytime Fitness is located at 5613-2 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, next to Cruisers Grill in the Lakewood Shopping Center.
The phone is (904) 731-7900. For more information, visit anytimefitness.com/gyms/609.
Also visit their Facebook Page for more updates at www.facebook.com/AnytimeLakewood.
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Campers display excellent form!

Musicians of all ages benefit
from chamber music experience
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Rosin, valve oil and wooden reeds may not
pop into most kids’ minds when they think of
summer camp. For Jacksonville-area music
students attending the 12th annual Prelude
Chamber Music Camp, however, summertime
and music go together like melody and harmony.
The camp is scheduled for June 10-15 at
Riverside Park United Methodist Church and
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12th annual Prelude Chamber
Music Camp slated for June

June 17-22 at Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church. Directed by Jacksonville Symphony
violinist and Ortega resident Jeanne Majors,
the Prelude Chamber Music Camp offers musicians of all ages three tracks of instruction: primary, prelude and intensive.
Primary track is for young, first-time
campers. “We don’t even require a [minimum]
age,” Majors said. Prelude track is for campers
at least 8 years of age who can read music
well at placement auditions. Intensive track is
an invitation-only group for advanced musicians who desire to learn advanced chamber
music.
Majors started Prelude Music Chamber
Camp after growing up attending and then

teaching music at Brevard Music Center in
North Carolina for years. “I know what fun it
was for everyone to be playing together, not
just in big orchestras, but they also had that
chamber music element in it,” Majors said.
Simply put, chamber music is suitable to be
played in rooms or chambers because it is performed by small ensembles, not large orchestras. “The key element of chamber music is
you don’t need a conductor,” Majors said.
Needing a less hectic playing and teaching
schedule, Majors asked two colleagues from
the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Vernon
Humbert and Chris Chappell, to help her start
the local camp. Both Humbert and Chappell
agreed, and the first camp took place at
Hendricks Avenue Baptist, Humbert’s home
church, in 2002.

Primary track musicians

Each year, Majors taps fellow symphony
players and area music teachers to staff the
camp. “They love doing it. They really believe
in it,” she said. Both weeks of camp culminate
in free finale concerts where teachers and students play together in ensembles.
While most campers play strings – violin,
viola, cello and string bass – the camp offers
instruction in every instrument.
Fees vary according to the track selected
and whether a musician signs up for one or
both weeks. Scholarship money is available
and is awarded by merit or need. Students
who make All-State Orchestra or All-State
Band, for example, are able to apply for meritbased scholarships, Majors said. Need-based
scholarships are reviewed and awarded by
Majors and her staff.
For the past three years, Prelude Chamber
Camp has received donations from the
Woodcock Foundation for the Appreciation of
the Arts as well as from other donors, Majors
said.
“For many, this camp experience is their
first chance to play melody and harmony parts
together with others and to hear how great that
more complicated music can sound,” Majors
said.
For more information, visit http://preludechambermusic.org.

Students flying high with Starbase F 15
Sixth grade students of San Jose Catholic School attended a three-day workshop in April in
affiliation with the Starbase Program, which engages students through inquiry-based curriculum
and hands-on learning. The students studied Newton’s Laws, Bernoulli’s Principle, nanotechnology, navigation, mapping, and rocket building and launching. They were also captivated by engineering, as they used the computer to design submersibles and work on flight simulators.
The Department of Defense has selected the Starbase Program to lose all funding based on
the recent sequestration. The primary focus for Starbase is to ready Title I students in 5th grade
for FCAT testing in Duval County.
Starbase - 125th Fighter Wing Florida Air National Guard
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*Featured $295 rate is per person for a half day camp at World Golf Village.

THE FUTURE BEGINS

HERE.

To register, call or visit our website

877.611.1911
TOURAcademyCamps.com

Bishop Kenny High School’s Navy Junior ROTC recently won the national “Brain Brawl” championship – for the second time. The team of Alec Sharpe, Anton Whiteford, Rafael Murphy,
Weston Miller and Jacob Pewitt competed in astronomy, navigation, naval history and oceanography. Last year, the team placed second at the championships. During the inaugural year in 2011,
the group placed first.
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Middle school students blitz
Washington, DC

HAE students put numbers
together for success
San Jose Catholic Middle School was pleased to offer an enrichment field trip for students in
grades 6 to 8 to Washington, DC during the month of April. A group of 76 students, parents and
faculty spent time at Mt. Vernon, the Capitol, Ford’s Theater, the Smithsonian Mall, Arlington
National Cemetery and attended mass at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Hendricks Ave Elementary School placed
third overall in three grade levels (2nd, 3rd and
5th) at the district-wide Sunshine Math competition held at Wolfson High School on May
2. The competition included contestants from

Surratt is Bolles 2013 Valedictorian

Bolles students
make a dream
come true

San Jose resident Elizabeth Surratt was
named the Class of 2013 Valedictorian at The
Bolles School. A member of the National Honor
Society and the National Spanish and French
Honor societies, Surratt is a National Merit
Finalist. She has been a member of the volleyball
team and has devoted herself to many service
and community projects including: the Bulldog
Ton Food Drive, Junior Mentors, Homecoming
and Prom Committees, the Invisible Children
Club, Lower School Pen Pals, and Lower School
Academic Council. Surratt also participated in
the French Study Abroad program during her
Bolles career.

Kings Trail students harvest
their tasty bounty
Nine weeks after its planting ceremony for the
Kings Trail Elementary School Teaching Garden
program, students from the second and fifth
grades enjoyed the fruits – or, rather the vegetables – of their labors. The young gardeners harvested the plants and learned how to create
salsa, pesto and salad using those ingredients,
plus a few from a local grocer. The real-life laboratory is part of the American Heart Association’s
local effort to reduce deaths from cardiovascular
disease. Danis Construction was also a partner
in the hands-on learning experience.

Jordan Brown and Beau Trednick, both from
San Marco, are part of the Bolles eighth grade
class at the Bartram Campus that raised more
than $3,500 through business projects to help
Shawn’s dream come true. Shawn, 11, was diagnosed with a life-threatening illness nine months
ago and is currently heading into remission. His
dream was to go on a Disney Cruise with his parents and two younger brothers.

26 schools in Duval County at each grade
level; awards were given to 1st through 5th
place finishers. Left to right: Connor Peyton
(1st), Chace Caven (2nd), Jack Lunitz (3rd),
Artin Rezaei (4th), Clio Chazan Gabbard (5th)

St. Comforting
Everything the doctor said was a blur after one patient
with a heart condition found out she might also have breast
cancer. That was until she met Breast Health Advocate
Elizabeth J. Frketic who went above and beyond to turn
fear into hope. This patient wrote to tell us “the most
comforting and caring person was holding my arm” and
“a cloud was lifted from my mind.” At St.Vincent’s, Elizabeth
is more than a Breast Health Advocate.She’s a hand holder, a
shoulder to lean on, a tear wiper and, most of all, a friend.This
patient referred to her as an angel. We couldn’t agree more.

Above. Beyond. Because.

jaxhealth.com

F o r m o r e o n h o w S t . V i n c e n t ’s H e a l t h C a r e g o e s a b o v e a n d b e y o n d ,
visit jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code with your smar tphone.

