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Street design ordinance
calls for bicycle traffic
accommodations

Storm clouds gathered for the Mayor’s press conference
on the Southbank Riverwalk construction project

5 Points concept study could be the blueprint
BY STEPHEN KINDLAND
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Southbank Riverwalk
facelift begins
Construction schedule football friendly
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Jacksonville media got an unwelcome drenching
early last month when Mayor Alvin Brown kicked
off construction for the new Southbank Riverwalk
with a press conference.
Over the sound of rain drumming on the canopy,
Karen Bowling, chief administrative officer, said
that at the inception of the project it didn’t take
very long to figure out the challenges, including
concerns from the businesses along the Riverwalk
about the noise from the construction. “I can’t say

enough about what good partners Haskell and
Public Works has been. We’re probably going to hit
some more bumps in the walk, so to speak, but
we’re convinced that by what we’ve been able to
work through so far, we’ll be able to get to the finish line.”
“It’s no secret that I love Downtown and I
believe in Downtown, and the Riverwalk is one of
the greatest assets we have in the city,” said. Mayor
Brown. “Most cities would die to have a St. John’s
River coming right through downtown. What a better way, not only to build and repair this Riverwalk
for us but for the next generation, for everyone to
See

RIVERWALK on page 30

An ordinance championed by District 5
Councilwoman Lori Boyer should help to create safer
travel for bicyclists living in a city that ranks among the
nation’s worst for bicycle and pedestrian safety.
The ordinance – passed by the city council in March
– calls for the formation of a 13-member “context sensitive streets” committee that will be charged with rewriting the city’s street design standards for all new road
construction and reconstruction by March of next year.
The revised standards will require new roads to “appropriately accommodate” bicycle and pedestrian traffic.
The ordinance also calls for the committee to review
and revise the standards when necessary. Though the
committee has yet to be named, its members likely will
borrow from recommendations contained in a “concept
study” being conducted in Riverside’s 5 Points commercial district, according to Boyer, whose District 5
includes San Marco.
“They may actually set the standards,” she said of 5
Points Merchants Association members who have hired
Stephen Tocknell of Tocknell Planning Services to complete the study. “They know where we’re heading.
“Safety is a serious issue for Jacksonville,” she added.
“I think there should be corridors and routes to get bicyclists to the suburbs.”
The 5 Points study seeks to improve traffic flow in
the highly condensed business area of Park, Post,
Margaret and Lomax streets while providing safe and
easily accessible travel for bicyclists and pedestrians.
Tocknell, an Avondale resident who is active in three
different bicycle advocacy groups, says the recommendations made in the study will be presented to city planners and engineers. Hopefully, the concept plan will
serve as a blueprint for making improvements starting in
the city’s 2014-2015 budget year, he said.
“I would think the committee would mine this study
for all it’s worth,” Tocknell said. “We’re in a good spot
See

ORDINANCE on page 6
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Resident concerned about
hens in residential areas
I have been reading reports in the
news regarding a proposal to allow chickens or hens on residential property in
Jacksonville neighborhoods.
For all the people who have an opinion
but have never actually endured the
problems with a neighbor who decided to
raise chickens, let me give you a firsthand
analysis.
We live in a St Nicholas neighborhood
near a neighbor who built and housed a
number of chickens in 2012. They were
cute at first. As they grew, they became a
nuisance. The growing noise and stench
became unbearable. Everyone visiting our
home upon stepping outside immediately
noticed the smell and commented on the
“zoo” nearby. After a few attempts by the
neighbor to clean the pen the smell would
subside for a while but quickly came back.
The animals lost their feathers, developed

wounds and open festering sores. The
flies attracted to the food and waste kept
us from being able to use our back porch.
The flies would swarm any time we went
outside and especially if we had food. We
finally had to call Code Enforcement to
have the animals removed.
We were at peace for about 10 months
until recently another batch of chickens
has showed up. Guess what, the noise
and the smell are back.
Anyone who is naive enough to believe
these animals are not a nuisance only
needs to live next to some for a short period of time. Chickens are fine in areas
where they live outside of a cage and are
free to roam with plenty of room. The
September article in “The Resident”
quotes Councilman Redman as saying “I
was raised on a farm” in support of chickens. He is exactly right. Chickens belong
on a farm with other farm animals. This is
where the term “fowl” comes from.
They do not belong in residential neighborhoods where their squalor affects other
neighbors.
I would be glad to discuss this further if
Councilwoman Boyer would like.

– Geoffrey Galant
St. Nicholas

Notice of District 5
Town Hall Meetings
Councilwoman Lori Boyer, City Council District 5, is hosting two neighborhood
Town Hall meetings in October. The first will be on Thursday, Oct. 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
at the Balis Community Center, 1513 LaSalle Street. Topics will include Balis
Community Center programming and an update on East San Marco (Publix).
The second meeting will be held Monday, Oct. 21, 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Lakewood
Presbyterian Church, 2001 University Blvd W. Topics will include CARE system and
Municipal Code Compliance, 2013-2014 City Budget and Pension Reform Update.

DON’T GET JUST
ANY HOME LOAN.

FINANCE A
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Contact me to learn more
Jill Moore
904.233.7717
jill.moore@everbank.com
everbank.com/jmoore
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New owner for
The Cove at St. Johns
Developer intends to finish
condos
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
If it’s true that “all good things
come to those who wait,” then the
waiting may be over for homeowners
living in the shadow of the unfinished Cove at St. Johns on Goodby’s
Creek.
It was recently revealed that
Prospect Property Group of Orlando
paid $2.5 million for the property
and, according to Frank Tetel, vice
president of acquisitions, the plans
will be to finish the condominium,
with construction crews assembling
before the end of the year.
This property development has
been “baking” for eight years; permit
records on the property date back to
2005. The original plan was for a 76unit luxury condominium project
with 13 boat slips.
The developer, at that time in
March 2006, was The Devlin Group,
a well-known and former high-profile residential and commercial real
estate development company that
was involved in projects and
prospective projects on the beach, at
the St. Johns Town Center and in
Downtown St. Augustine.
The development’s woes began
when the original contractor, The
Auchter Co., went out of business.
Then Silverton Bank, which held the

primary note on the project, failed
and the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. took over the property. Finally,
in March 2011, the Devlin Group,
dba Goodby’s Creek LLC, had an
involuntary petition for Chapter 7
bankruptcy liquidation filed against
it, according to public records.
Now The Cove at St. Johns has a
new lease on life with Prospect
Property Group, which was founded
in 1994 to capitalize on distressed
office and retail property during the
1990s downturn. The firm halted
acquisition activity in mid-2005 due
to ‘irrational exuberance’ in condominium valuations.
The company claims to have a 16year track record with superior
returns and zero failed developments,
which bodes well for the project on
Goodby’s Creek. Local properties
include Reserve at Water’s Inlet, 205
apartments, acquired March 2011,
and Ocean Grove of Ponte Vedra,
252 condo units, acquired in June
2004.

CUSTOM BUILDING - REMODELING
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as Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom
Builder & Remodeler

CBC026189

 WRPWURXWLQFFRPContact us for a FREE consultation!

OCTOBER 2013

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE 3

Plans for Downtown include restaurants, hotels and more

Commercial developer
shares positive economic
impact
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
THE RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

an upscale restaurant on ground level classrooms and dormitories. “It will
with wine vaults and private dining
be a whole new central hub for
rooms below ground, according to
downtown,” he added.
Atkins.
After spending four
As the official
years on the project,
hotel sponsor for the
Atkins is optimistic
“These types of
National Football
about its economic
League, Courtyard by
impact. He foresees a
projects are
Marriott will cater to
boost of almost $100
challenging
for
football fans and
million dollars for
offer sports-themed
and the
everybody because of Jacksonville
programming, Atkins
regional economy.
said. The hotel chain
Even so, revitalizathe costs associated.
has refurbished histion efforts can be diftoric buildings in
ficult. “These types of
The City of
other cities, such as
projects are challengJacksonville
is
Boston and San
ing for everybody
Diego. The Courtyard
of the costs
helping, though, and because
by Marriott in downassociated,” Atkins
town Tulsa, OK, is
being able to bring in said. “The City of
housed in the Atlas
Jacksonville is helpLife Building, a
ing, though, and being
companies like
structure similar to
able to bring in comMarriott
helps.”
Jacksonville’s Florida
panies like Marriott
Life Building, Atkins
helps.”
Stephen Atkins
added.
Currently, Atkins is
Principal
and
Managing
Director,
In addition to
working through reguSouthEast Group
housing a portion of
latory processes with
the hotel, the new
the City of
structure located on
Jacksonville. Plans are
the corner of Adams and Laura
underway to start construction during
streets will include a commercial
the first quarter of 2014. Atkins
bank and a rooftop bar to help revihopes the hotel will be in service by
talize the area. To provide parking, a early 2016.
140-space garage will be constructed
“It’s exciting to see this kind of
between Forsyth to Adams streets.
change in Jacksonville,” Atkins said.
The Barnett Bank Building will be “I was born and raised here.
transformed into a center for higher
Jacksonville has all the potential in
education, according to Atkins, hous- the world.”
ing well-known universities with

Like brittle bones, the Laura
Street Trio – the Marble Bank
Building, the Florida Life Building
and the Bisbee Building – plus the
old Barnett Bank Building, now has
hope of receiving a marrow transplant.
On Thursday, Sept. 26, Stephen
Atkins, Principal and Managing
Director of the SouthEast Group,
shared a bright future for the buildings at the Northeast Florida
Association of Realtors meeting held
at EverBank on Riverside Avenue.
Earlier this year, Atkins’ company,
SouthEast Group, purchased the
buildings with backing from Jaguars
owner Shad Khan. Two of the historic edifices – Bisbee and Florida
Life – were built by Jacksonville
From their Nest to yours...
architect Henry John Klutho, who
helped rebuild the city after the 1901
fire.
Atkins will pursue registering the
buildings with the National Trust for
at prices to sing about.
Historic Preservation. The organization has labeled them the most
 'HVLJQHUIXUQLWXUHKRPHGHFRU
important non-reconditioned buildDUWZRUNUXJVDQGOLJKWLQJ
ings in the Southeastern United
 8SVFDOH&RQVLJQPHQW6HUYLFHV
States.
 $FFHSWLQJTXDOLW\FRQVLJQPHQWVGDLO\
Bisbee, Florida Life and a new
structure not yet built will become
In the Shoppes of San Jose (Behind Publix)
part of a Courtyard by Marriott hotel.
8QLYHUVLW\%OYG-DFNVRQYLOOH)/
The ground floor of the Bisbee will
(904) 733-2111
house one restaurant while the iconic
IHDWKHU\RXUQHVWQRZ#DROFRP
Marble Bank Building will become

Feather
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The
Economic
Impact
Presented by Stephen
Atkins, SouthEast Group
During Construction
• $44.2 million in new investment to
Downtown Jacksonville
• Annual construction payroll of $6.6
million for construction jobs
• $1.2 million in public revenues from
additional sales from construction
Through Operations
• $16.9 million in new retail sales
annually
• 127 new permanent jobs with annual
payroll of $2.6 million
• $900,000 annually in additional local
government revenues from real estate,
sales and hotel taxes
• Equates to $9.7 million over 10 years
to City of Jacksonville and Duval
County Public Schools

Total Economic Impact
(direct and indirect)
• $94.6 million to Jacksonville and
regional economy
• $14.1 million in annual regional
spending
• 223 new jobs in the regional
economy with $5 million in annual
payroll impact
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Lakewood residents concerned
about tax increases, question
accuracy of District 5 surveys
Steve Hyers, a resident and businessman in the Lakewood community, called The Resident’s office last
month suggesting that informal
District 5 survey results about tax
increases vs. losing city services
were not entirely accurate.
According to Hyers, there are
many Lakewood residents who do
not agree with a tax increase.
Several of Hyers’ clients and neighbors brought this to his attention
after reading an article about the
survey in the August issue of The
Resident Community News.
They spoke to Hyers about concerns over yet another tax increase,
following a federal tax increase in
January; storm, water and sewer
assessment fee increases over the

last three years, and a millage rate
increase during the last term of former Mayor John Peyton.
“This is an expense issue, not a
revenue issue and the public sector
never wants to deal with it,” said
Hyers. “Every city is going through
this, but we’re more conservative
down here. There’s nothing wrong
with being a low tax base city.”
Over 90 percent of the residents
in the Lakewood area south of
University Boulevard who spoke to
Hyers did not think the tax increase
was a good idea.
It was brought to The Resident’s
attention that District 5
Councilwoman Lori Boyer has
received 15-20 calls and/or emails
from Lakewood residents who
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strongly oppose the tax
increase and have demanded a correction to the article printed in the August
issue of The Resident
Community News.
Boyer’s office is making every
effort to respond to each contact and
have a conversation about the concerns.
The informal written surveys were
taken at three community meetings
earlier in the summer. In the survey
Boyer asked, if given the choice,
would homeowners support an
increase in taxes or a decrease in
city services.
Although the results showed that
a majority of participating residents
indicated support of a tax increase
(in some cases as high as 75%)
over cutting city services, the councilwoman did not rely solely on those
responses for her decision. She
explained that the survey asked a
number of questions and was more
designed to gauge public awareness
of the financial and service impacts
of various decisions, than to form the
basis for any specific vote.
Boyer explained that she recognized the sample was not in any way

an official poll of the entire District.
“The vote is one of “no alternative”
more than that of public opinion,”
said Boyer. She explained that while
it’s important to know what public
opinion is [about an issue], when
involved in budget discussions over
closing fire stations and the ramifications of dealing with delayed
response times resulting in homeowner insurance increases, there’s
no question about what needs to be
done.
“Under state law, we have no
alternative except to pay the
increased pension and health insurance premiums. When it comes to
the budget, we’re obligated to make
those payments,” Boyer said. “It has
severely cut into available funds for
other city services; we were down to
cutting core services and that would
be irresponsible. We cannot have a
city where we do not run the basic
city government.”
According to Boyer, even if she
were to oppose the proposed 20132014 budget to appease her anti-tax
increase constituents, “I cannot get
19 councilmen to gut the budget in
order to not have a tax increase. It’s
not a unilateral decision.”

The Merrill Lynch
Red, White & Blues Wine and Food Tasting

The Merrill Lynch
Presenting Sponsor
549 Bridge Creek Drive S.
Bartram Planation / St Johns
MLS#681744

$650,000

7024 Catalonia Avenue
San Jose
MLS#683524

Take flight for a lively evening of wine and fare!

$250,000

Featured wines

2012 Eventide Avenue
Mandarin
MLS#683339

$1,950,000

12926 Riverplace Court
Mandarin
MLS#683119

Wine & Food Tasting
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Wines will be available for purchase courtesy of
Riverside Liquors & Village Wine Shop

Featured Fare

Friday, November 8, 2013
6-9:30 p.m.
Daryl Bunn Studios
643 Edison Avenue
2779 S. Ponte Vedra Blvd.
Ponte Vedra
MLS#683148

$1,300,000

1025 Oriental Gardens Road
San Marco
MLS#682284

$825,000

Benefiting
North Florida School
of Special Education

Live music from Gary Starling
Original Art created by the students of
North Florida School of Special Education
Magnum Corporate Package $500 (10 event tickets)
Connoisseur Package $250 (6 event tickets)
Individual Tickets $40 per person
For Tickets or Information, contact Melanie Jensen
(904) 724-8326 or mjensen@northfloridaschool.org

©2012 BRER Affiliates Inc. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock
symbol are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Councilwoman Boyer shares task force update
Leadership Jacksonville gets
glimpse into process
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Although District 5 Councilwoman
Lori Boyer was not herself a graduate
of the organization, the guest speaker
at the annual Jacksonville Leadership
reunion luncheon on Sept. 26 began
her remarks with an acknowledgement
of its success. “I think this organization
is a jewel for the city, and all of you, in
one way or another, are contributing to
make the city all we can be,” she
began.
The focus of Boyer’s speech
was on the process and progress
of the Task Force on Consolidated
Government. She was asked to
chair the committee in June by
newly elected Council President
Bill Gulliford.
Boyer made clear that those
attending the luncheon were critical to the success of the task
force.
“In your role as community
trustees, I want to hear from you.
Each of you will have a unique
perspective on what is working
and isn’t working in our city,” she
said. “This is the information we
need.”
The councilwoman explained
that the goal of the task force was
not to deconsolidate government,
but to take a very high look at what
has been done in the last 45 years, to
evaluate how it’s doing, and propose
ways the city-county administrators
and legislators can do some things better.
“What can we improve? I think
that’s a noble mission because we
should always be looking for ways we
can do things better,” Boyer stated. “In
my role, I become so enmeshed in particular pieces of legislation and particular issues that I don’t get to take step
back and take that broader perspective
very often.”
The charge of the task force is to
undertake an in-depth review of the
history, formation and operation of
consolidated government, including a
full examination of all departments,
divisions, boards, commissions and
independent authorities, studying the
relationship between the Beaches,

Baldwin and the City of Jacksonville.
“We could look at anything and be
within the scope of that charge; we
have a very broad-based opportunity to
look at things. What we look at will be
driven not only by the task force but by
comments we receive by members of
the public,” Boyer said.
There are 30 members on the task
force plus alternates and it has an advisory committee who are not voting
members. They meet weekly on
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to noon. The task
force’s report is due April 30, 2014, at
the very latest June, but Boyer is committed to meeting the April deadline.

challenging Jacksonville and Duval
County today, including pension
reform, infrastructure and the influx of
commuters who live across county
lines, but work here and get the benefits without paying taxes for those
services.
“The form [of government] you see
today with the 19 council members,
four at-large, and the fact that the
Beaches, Baldwin areas are urban service districts with some of their own
autonomy, and our independently
elected constitutional officers happened during that legislature,” Boyer
shared.

Members of the New Leadership Summit XI attended the Leadership Jacksonville reunion luncheon last month –
Greg Montana, Tiffany Green and Paul Astleford

Boyer provided a thoughtful background summary of the why, the what
and the how of how consolidated government was put into place in 1968.
She noted that it was a culmination
of several issues that were present in
the city and county 45 years ago,
including serious racial unrest, a deaccreditation of the public schools,
major infrastructure problems in the
urban areas, a lawsuit that resulted in
major changes in property tax assessments and a series of indictments primarily of city and county commissioners, which was the straw that broke the
camel’s back, according to Boyer.
She noted that while some great
things have been accomplished since
the 1966 Blueprint for Improvement
was released and government was consolidated two years later, some of the
exact same issues in that report are still

According to the task force chair,
that structure was chosen for several
reasons: to streamline and avoid inefficient and overlapping services to save
money; to make it more easily understood and increase voter participation;
to provide the ability to pinpoint the
responsibility for operations in a strong
mayor with full responsibility for an
executive branch; to provide high quality urban services county-wide; to
mandate the use of central services;
and to create better racial balance and
representation.
Now 45 years later, Boyer offered
some initial observations of what has
changed.
She mentioned a de facto deconsolidation of many functions and services,
despite that the Office of General
Counsel had issued an opinion right
after consolidation requiring everyone

to use Central Services.
For example, the library system
now contracts its own janitorial services because it was unhappy with the
services received as part of the
Central Services “In many cases there
may be very good reasons why certain
things have branched out,” Boyer said.
“There are entities with very specific
technical requirements that no one
would have thought about in 1966.”
The members of the task force will
break out into subcommittees to look
at issues such as governance; functions – such as the Agricultural
Extension Office and the Duval
County Health Department – that
were not included in the 1968
consolidation; implementation of
a common vision or strategy;
procurement; the Office of
General Counsel; City Council,
and more.
“Are there things we can do
better?” asked Boyer. “We have a
strong mayor-city council form
[of government] typical of most
large cities; however, there is a
trend across the country to incorporate city-county managers in
some form, to have a professional, continuous management level,
particularly when you talk about
municipal corporations as large
as ours.”
Regarding health care, the
councilwoman noted, “We have
amazing health care facilities here
in Jacksonville. We are known
nationwide, if not internationally, for
the fantastic hospitals and facilities
we have here, but we’re not a particularly healthy city. That’s part of the
role of the Health Department. Are
there things we can do on the front
end? Are there ways we can be a
healthier city?”
Boyer concluded her remarks on a
positive note. “We have a wonderful
city to call home. We have great
human resources and we have great
natural resources. It is a very positive
effort when you reflect on yourself
honestly and ask, what can I do better?” she said. “That’s what I see this
task force doing. Our city council is
really dedicated to tackling the challenges we face. If we can step out and
try to tackle some of those challenges
we can keep this city moving
forward.”
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right now. No one knows what the
new standards are, so we want to use
this [concept study] as a prototype.”
The committee will comprise six
members appointed by the mayor;
six others appointed by the city
council president; and the director of
mass transit for the Jacksonville
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Transportation Authority.
Denise Chaplick, who recently
was hired as Jacksonville’s first fulltime bicycle and pedestrian coordinator, will be among five city workers who serve as staff members to
the committee.
Chaplick, a senior planner with a
bicycle and pedestrian program in
Newark, NJ, begins her duties in
early October. Her position will be
within the city’s Development
Services Division of the Planning
and Development Department
The new ordinance and the hiring
of Chaplick are seen as significant
steps forward for people using alternative forms of transportation –
especially residents who walk and
pedal through older, established
neighborhoods with narrow streets,
such as Riverside, Avondale and San
Marco.
Len Burroughs, vice president of
the Murray Hill Preservation
Association and board member of
the 1,200-member North Florida
Bicycle Club, says he’s delighted to
see such progress.
“Jacksonville has been way too
one-sided [in favor of motorists] for
years and years,” he said. “We have
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a hideous reputation for safety. We
kill people regularly.”
Burroughs was referring to a
study conducted by the national
Alliance for Biking and Walking, a
coalition of 200 state and local bicycle and pedestrian organizations that
promote bike riding and walking as
alternative forms of transportation.
The alliance’s latest biennial
benchmarking report ranks
Jacksonville as the third worst
among 51 U.S. cities in annual traffic deaths for bicyclists, and the second worst in pedestrian deaths. The
ranking was based on a per capita
rating as well as other survey elements.
In addition, Bicycling magazine
listed Jacksonville as one of the
three worst biking cities in its May
2010 edition, behind Birmingham,
AL, and Memphis, TN.
But there is some good news for
Jacksonville bicyclists and pedestrians. There was an 18 percent
decrease in the number of reported
pedestrian crashes – from 305 to 220
– between Jan. 1 and Aug. 15 of
2013 and the same time period in
2012, according to statistics provided by Chief Adam Brown of the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.
However, the 220 crashes included 20 pedestrian deaths, a drop of
only 5 percent – from 21 to 20 –
over the same period in 2012.
Brown, who presented the information during a recent Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation Task Force
meeting sponsored by Jacksonville
Community Council Inc., said there

was a 22 percent decrease in the
number of reported bicycle crashes –
from 156 to 122 – during the same
time frames; and that there were six
bicycle fatalities during each period.
Despite the decreases, longtime
bicycle advocate Bert Shaw says the
city needs to pick up the pace in providing bicycle and pedestrian safety.
He said Jacksonville is “woefully
behind” other Florida cities, and that
Florida legislators lag behind most
other states in providing alternative
transportation leadership – and
funding.
“They don’t concern themselves
with it,” Shaw said.
Task force members also agree
that Jacksonville would need to
undergo a “complete culture change”
if the city is to shake its dubious
reputation.
Shaw said he has visited other
cities that have succeeded in changing motorist’s minds toward bicyclists by implementing public information campaigns and passing ordinances such as the one the
Jacksonville City Council passed in
March.
“That is possible,” he said. “I’ve
seen it happen.”
Carmen Godwin, executive director of Riverside Avondale
Preservation, agrees.
“Most certainly there needs to be
a change in the mindset and attitude
motorists have toward bicyclists and
sharing the road,” she said. “There
definitely needs to be some kind of
cultural changes about sharing the
roadways.”

WATERFRONT LIVING IN FAIRFAX MANOR

1691 Woodmere Drive
$1,150,000

Renovated, waterfront living within walking distance of the
Shoppes of Avondale - Maybe you can have it all!
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Jane Slater

REALTOR® GRI, Top Producer

(904) 333-3883

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
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We selected the works, arranged the
loans, wrote the catalog, dreamed up
fab programs, and curated the exhibition
to bring Jacksonville the ﬁrst
ever Michael Goldberg retrospective.
ALL WE NEED IS YOU.
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Michael Goldberg: Chic Web, 1979. Bronze powder and
pigment with alkyd spray on canvas. 96 x 54 inches. Estate
of Michael Goldberg. Photograph by Bill Orcu.
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Oktoberfest Granada-Style
Join neighbors for Oktoberfest at Granada Park on Saturday, Oct. 6,
4-7 p.m. Enjoy brats, kraut, sausage dogs, hot dogs, boiled peanuts and
more from Toby’s Hot Diggity Dawgs.

Balis Park
Block Party
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
At the Concert in the Park, a bi-annual event held under the beautiful
canopy of trees in Fletcher Park, residents congregate with lawn chairs,
bottles of wine and picnic baskets to listen to the easy sound of music
crescendo over the hum of children playing and neighbors socializing.
This is a concert – San Marco Style.
The fall concert, sponsored by the San Marco Preservation Society,
will be held Friday, Oct. 11, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. It will feature the mellow
music of local band Be Easy which, according to their website, “weaves
a unique blend of musical influences to create a sound that is as indescribable as it is infectious.”
According to Meghan Moore, SMPS Events co-chair, the laid-back
concerts usually draw around 400 people. “It’s a fun night for families.
Everyone comes out and it’s a great time for neighbors to catch up,”
Moore explained. “Children are dancing and having fun. It’s really a
beloved event for the neighborhood.”
This year’s concert will feature a special presentation by Watson
Martial Arts and face painting. Residents can nosh on gourmet eats
from local food trucks, and there will be beer and wine for sale.
For residents who prefer a table they are also available for rent by
contacting Meghan Moore at (904) 899-2991.
Alexa Graf, a San Marco resident who regularly attends the community event said the concerts are one of the things that make San Marco
special. “It makes you proud to live in the neighborhood. It’s a pretty
park with nice music and nice people around.”

Block off your calendar on Saturday, Oct. 26
for the Balis Park Block Party, sponsored by
the San Marco Preservation Society. The event
begins at 10 a.m. The third generation San
Marco-based band, Sugar Bear, will perform
until 2 p.m. and Aardwolf Brewery will tap kegs
of some brand new beers. Enjoy a display of
classic cars from Concours d’Elegance and
special merchant activities.

A “Think Pink Pajama Party” to benefit In
the Pink’s Cami Fund will kick off Weekend for
the Cure at Revolve Vintage and Modern,
4201 St. Johns Avenue, on Friday, Oct. 11 at 7
p.m. Antique dealers at the shop will donate
items for a raffle and portions of proceeds
from certain jewelry items benefit the Cami
Fund, which provides post-surgical camisoles

to breast cancer patients. Food and beverages will be served; party lasts until 9 p.m.
In the Pink is a non-profit boutique and
salon dedicated to helping women heal, cope
and survive the effects of cancer…physically
and emotionally.
The annual Victory in Pink celebration of
women who have fought breast cancer will
again be held this year at The St. Johns Town
Center. The evening event will be on Saturday,
Oct. 12, 6-9 p.m. and is sponsored by St.
Vincent’s HealthCare.
On Sunday, Oct. 13, women can pamper
themselves at Beauty for the Cure, where a $25
donation for services including haircuts, styles
and waxing will help fund the Breast Cancer
Research Foundation. Sponsored by Daniel
James Salon Avondale, the event runs 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at 3574 St. Johns Avenue. Call
(904) 389-6221 for a reservation or RSVP on
Facebook.
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Church art ministry presents juried exhibit
Jacksonville Artist Guild at
Hendricks Avenue Baptist
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Continuing the Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church tradition of building
community partnerships, its Art
Ministry team has joined forces with the
Jacksonville Artist Guild to present a
juried exhibition in the Transitional
Gallery.

for working artists and educational programming for public. Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church is delighted to collaborate with this non-profit organization,
which includes some of Jacksonville’s
most accomplished artists.
“The ongoing Art Ministry program
offered by our church has been an
active venue for the visual arts since
2010,” said Nancy Felton, Art Ministry
Chair. “We offer rotating exhibitions in
our Transitional Gallery throughout the
year.”

And the awards go to…Beth Haizlip (Honorable Mention, Secret Messages from the Sea); Beth Robison (Honorable
Mention, Color Splashed Marsh); John Bunker (Best in Show, Diverse); Jim Pearce (Honorable Mention, Generations)

The public is cordially invited to the
opening of the art exhibit Reimaging the
Word: Manifestations of “the Word
made Flesh” through Time and Space
on Wednesday, Oct. 16, with a reception
in the sanctuary narthex, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Since its formation in 2009, the
Jacksonville Artist Guild (JAG) has
brought together artists, community volunteers, gallery owners and art enthusiasts to promote awareness of the wealth
of artistic talent in the city. JAG’s community-based art festivals, charity auctions, gallery tours and annual juried
exhibitions have provided both a venue

The Art Ministry team began discussions with JAG this past spring to
develop a theme in keeping with the
liturgical calendar, yet sufficiently openended to invite a range of artistic
expression. Reimaging the Word challenges the artist and the viewer to consider how the life of Jesus, “the Word
made Flesh,” might be manifesting
itself today.
For this juried exhibit, Guild members were invited to submit up to three
digital images of their art accompanied
by an artist’s statement, relating the
exhibit theme to their art. Last month

guest juror and watercolorist Robert
Leedy conducted a blind-select of 28
works of art which most successfully
convey thematic concept and visual
imagery.
According to Ortega artist John
Bunker, whose piece was awarded Best
of Show, the show’s theme fit right in
line with his work. “I love the concept
of this because it not just covers the
Christian religion, it can relate to any
number of spiritual movements,” he
said. “I’m very intrigued by many religions and how they interrelate to each
other and basically realized that my art
over these 45 years deals with our freedom and the glory of God, not necessarily just in the Christian religion but in
any religion.”
The art on display from 22 local
artists provides an exceptional opportu-

nity for original Christmas gifts. Each
piece is available for purchase and is
described in a brochure (including pricing and artist contact information)
placed on the consoles in the
Transitional Gallery, open Wednesday,
5-7 p.m., (excluding Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays); Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
to noon; and by appointment by calling
the church office, (904) 396-7745, ext.
333.
“Our Art Ministry is a community
resource and we welcome everyone to
participate,” Felton said.
Jim Pearce, a watercolor artist from
San Marco, said of his painting of a red
cedar that is hundreds of years old,
“This great old tree is a symbol and
example of the enduring strength of The
Word and God’s love of us through His
marvelous gifts of nature.”
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Library to stay open, but future unwritten
Tax district would help

transition to an independent library
funded by a property tax of no more
district soon.”
than one mill which could only be
Efforts are ongoing to collect the
spent on libraries. According to Bill
BY LARA PATANGAN
26,000
signatures needed to get the
Brinton,
co-founder
of
Save
Our
Public
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Libraries, Inc., the library professionals proposal on the 2014 ballot. To date,
19,862 petitions have been accepted by
Now that the chapter on library clos- believe this would be sufficient to
the Supervisor of
ensure a quality
ings has been written for fiscal year
Elections Office. The
library
system.
The
2014, advocates of the straw ballot inicampaign has the
annual
millage
“While the San Marco
tiative hope that the story for
support of the govbetween
0
and
1
Jacksonville Public Libraries takes a
would be set by five
new twist by moving forward to
Branch Library and several erning boards of
Friends of the
elected
officials
become an independent tax district.
under
this
proposed
Originally six City libraries were
other branch libraries have Jacksonville Public
Library, Inc. and
district
which
is
slated to close, including the neighborsimilar to successful
hood branches of Willowbranch and
escaped total closure this Jacksonville
Libraries
independent
districts
San Marco, in order to comply with
Foundation, Inc.
in
Alachua
County
Mayor Alvin Brown’s proposed budget.
year, there is still an
Helene Kampsand
Orange
County,
Last month, the City Council
a Murray
Florida.
Finance Committee agreed to reverse
ongoing degradation of the Stewart,
Hill
resident
who
Save
Our
Public
some of the proposed funding cuts,
volunteers
for
Save
Libraries
is
spearsparing all six libraries from an unhapoverall
system.”
Our
Public
Libraries,
heading
the
campy ending.
thinks this year’s
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer paign to collect petibudget is a tempotions
that
would
let
said she has gotten some pushback
voters
decide
co-founder of Save Our Public Libraries, Inc. rary fix.
about the increase in the millage rate
“This is just a
through
a
straw
balthat made it possible for branches to be
Band-Aid. Each year
lot initiative whether
spared, but that many neighborhood
we
are
faced
with
these budget cuts,”
they
want
the
opportunity
to
consider
residents are pleased with the outcome.
Kamps-Stewart
explained.
“The
the
independent
tax
district
for
local
“I have gotten a lot of people saying
libraries
are
such
a
complicated
departlibraries.
‘thank you for supporting it and keepment for the city. It keeps getting cut
“While the San Marco Branch
ing services up,’” Boyer explained.
and rearranged through the political
Library
and
several
other
branch
Budget cuts have occurred annually
world, and the trustees are never
libraries
have
escaped
total
closure
this
since 2005 and advocates say it’s taking
allowed to make pro-active long-term
year,
there
is
still
an
ongoing
degradaits toll on neighborhood libraries
decisions.”
tion of the overall system with more
already impacted by full-day closures,
She thinks the structure of the indecuts
added
on
to
the
cuts
from
the
year
reduced hours and a diminishing matependent
library district allows for longbefore,
and
the
year
before
that,
and
the
rials budget.
range
planning
and “keeps monies from
year
before
that,”
said
Brinton.
“The
One long-term solution to preserve
library straw ballot petition campaign is being raided by other arms of the govJacksonville libraries is to designate
ernment.” Kamps-Stewart believes
critical to our future, and we need to
them as independent tax districts,
libraries are an integral part of the fabric of a historical neighborhood.
While the history of city libraries
began in 1878 with the Jacksonville
elling
Library and Literary Association which
the
was successful in creating a free public
hare
ion’s
reading room, it wasn’t until 1927 that
the city got its first branch, the Wilder
with knowledge, integrity and experience.
Park Library on the corner of Lee and
Third Streets.
Before that, there was only the main
library which was located on Adams

Bill Brinton
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1003 Inwood Terrace –
Every room of this charming
and lovingly restored THREE
bedroom, updated TWO bath
bungalow glows with natural
light! Large updated kitchen
with eat-in breakfast nook,
butlers pantry, granite counters,
stainless appliances, 9 ft.
ceilings with picture molding,
LR with ﬁreplace, DR with
built-in corner cabinets, cheery
sunroom...all feature gleaming
hardwood ﬂoors. $259,900

6919 West LaMesa Drive
– This classic center hall
traditional brick home is ready
for a new owner. Features 5
BR/3 BA, formal living & dining
rooms with gorgeous hardwood
ﬂoors & custom moldings
& trim. Kitchen has rich
wood cabinets, solid surface
countertops with tile backsplash
& two pantry closets. Library/
Den with hardwood ﬂoors,
brick surround ﬁreplace and
built in shelving. $439,000

June Nix

REALTOR®

904-635-5100
junetnix@comcast.net

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®

904-626-9900

ﬂorida_legends@msn.com

8641 West San Servera Drive
– Beautiful and spacious home
for entertaining or just family fun!
5 bedroom, 4 1/2 baths. Master
bedroom and 3 bedrooms on ﬁrst
ﬂoor. Second ﬂoor has ofﬁce and
1 bedroom and bath. Formal living
room and dining room. Lots of
closets, three attic storage spaces and
huge storage space with heat and air
conditioning. Family room has 17
ft. ceilings with Travertine ﬁreplace
overlooks pool. Heated and air
conditioned dog house! $449,000

6815 Linford Lane – Spacious
‘’Forest Home’’ in Epping Forest.
Many upgrades made by current
owners - beautiful granite in large
kitchen with adjacent breakfast
room. Gleaming wood ﬂoors,
ﬁreplace in Living Room. Gated
community with 24 hour security.
Owners in Epping Forest may
join the Yacht Club and enjoy
swimming, tennis, ﬁtness center
and former duPont Mansion for
ﬁne dining. Great boating activities
in the 73 slip marina! $549,000
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Street until it was destroyed by the
Great Fire of 1901. Andrew Carnegie
offered $50,000 to rebuild the library if
the city would pledge at least $5,000 a
year for its support. It narrowly passed
a citywide referendum and in 1905, the
library known officially as the
Jacksonville Free Public Library
opened as the first tax-supported library
in Florida.
Over the years, 16 branches have
grown from the Main Library to make
up our current library system.
Suzanne Broadhurst, a Murray Hill
Resident who relied on the
Willowbranch Library to homeschool
her two children believes in the importance of branch libraries.
“It’s really been through my neighborhood library and its librarians that I
found a sense of community here,” said
Broadhurst. “I could not have done it
(homeschool) as well as I did without
the library. They watched my kids grow
up. I am so thrilled the libraries are still
there and I hope that continues.”
San Marco author and resident Bud
Baker feels so grateful for his neighborhood library that he hosted a book signing there last month donating proceeds
from the sales of his book to the San
Marco branch.
Pam Thompson, senior librarian for
the San Marco branch, said that
because of the libraries financial situation they do not have Baker’s book,
“The Earthling/Alien Chatroom,” in
their collection, but she is grateful for
his support. “It’s such a generous offer.
He’s a really good writer,” Thompson
said.
Baker relied on the San Marco
branch to do research for his book.
“Libraries are such a trove of treasure.
Of all the places to cut, libraries are so
cool,” said Baker. “The difference
between humans and nature is that we
have the ability to tell stories.”
The story on the funding of
Jacksonville libraries is onto another
chapter. Citing again the need for the
independent district, Kamps-Stewart
said “the entire unpredictability of it all
is the problem. Onward we march with
our petition gathering!”
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Helene Kamps-Stewart
receives library award
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Helene Kamps-Stewart with
Murray Hill resident
Brad Ward, executive director
Helene Kamps-Stewart is a
of NEFLIN
champion. Last month she
was recognized as such at a
special dinner held at the
University Club where she
received the prestigious
Library Champion Award
given by the North East
Florida Library Information
Network (NEFLIN) at their
annual meeting.
The Library Champion
Award recognizes an individual who has demonstrated exceptional support
for a NEFLIN library. She joins the ranks of other notable award winners
including Harry Reagan and Kevin Hyde.
Kamps-Stewart, who serves as president of the Friends of the Murray
Hill Library, was thrilled to win the award. “It feels great to be recognized
on behalf of all our wonderful Murray Hill supporters,” said KampsStewart. “I am really incredibly honored to receive it. I know it’s because of
our entire group who prioritizes libraries for our city.”
In addition to her considerable volunteer work for the Murray Hill
Branch Library that she relies on to homeschool her son, Kamps-Stewart
has been involved for the past four years in advocacy efforts to restore
funding to all Jacksonville libraries. She has also been instrumental in the
campaign to collect petitions that would let voters decide through a straw
ballot initiative whether they want the opportunity to consider an independent tax district for local libraries.
Bill Brinton, co-founder of Save Our Public Libraries, Inc. which is
spearheading the petition campaign, is grateful for her efforts. “I applaud
the leadership of Helene Kamps-Stewart in the library support efforts,”
Brinton said. “She has been among a core group of volunteers who has been
making a difference every day.”
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Teaching restaurant to take over
empty Papa Giorgio’s space
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
San Marco’s “restaurant district”
will soon see a new kind of restaurant
open its doors.
Joining the likes of Bistro Aix,
European Street Café, bb’s and The
Wine Cellar at the
north end of the
San Marco dining
experience, the
Kitchen on San
Marco may be open
as early as January
2014.
However, unlike
those locally owned
and operated
establishments,
the Kitchen has an
unusual owner –
Education
Corporation of
America.
Founded in 1999
in Birmingham,
AL, ECA is a privately held company in the business
of proprietary, for-profit colleges. The
Kitchen will be a teaching restaurant,
staffed by professional chefs as a
training venue for culinary students of
Culinard, The Culinary Institute of
Virginia College.
The restaurant will provide students
of the local Virginia College campus
at Beach and University boulevards

with hands-on experience inside a
professional restaurant. Its location at
1402 San Marco Blvd. formerly
housed Papa Giorgio’s, the former
pizza and burger place.
ECA seems to know what it’s
doing. Kitchen on San Marco will be
its fourth restaurant-slash-learning lab
for culinary and
pastry students. The
company also
serves dishes from
wanna-be chefs to
human “guinea
pigs” in Mobile,
AL; Richmond
(Cary), VA and later
this fall,
Chattanooga, TN.
Culinard has trained
more than 1,000
chefs and has been
consistently recognized as an exemplary program by
. the American
Culinary
Federation.
Kitchen on San Marco will include
dining, private dining, booths and a
bar in 4,500 square feet of space, seating nearly 150 patrons for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch.
ECA’s Kitchens prefer to create
menus based on local and regional
foods, and the venue on San Marco
will most likely feature the coastal
influences of nearby fisheries.

The restaurant will
provide students of the
local Virginia College
campus at Beach and
University boulevards
with hands-on
experience inside a
professional restaurant
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Balis Center gets reprieve, but future use depends on
programming
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Balis Community Center got a
new lease on life when it was spared
from impending closure by City
Council last month, and now is looking to neighborhood residents to determine how to revive programming at
the underutilized facility.
Balis Community Center, adjacent
to the San Marco Library, is hosting a
town hall meeting on Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., to determine how best to
implement a variety of programs that
would allow it to function as it was
originally conceived – with multiple
activities offered to neighborhood residents simultaneously.
While the Center was slated to
close in an effort to comply with
Mayor Alvin Brown’s proposed 14
percent budget cut, supporters of the
Center successfully petitioned the City
Council Finance Committee to keep
the facility open. Now, residents are
being asked for their input on programming to ensure it better serves the
community.
Andrew Dickson, the Parks Chair
for San Marco Preservation Society,
sees this as an opportunity to reevaluate the Center’s use. “Sometimes it
takes something like this to get things
energized and going in a better
direction.”
According to Pam Roman,

Marketing and Community Relations
Manager for JaxParks, the only structured programs currently offered at
the Center, which is run by the Parks
Department, are after school activities
Monday through Fridays from 2 p.m.
to 8 p.m. and a summer camp.
When the new budget takes effect
on Oct. 1, the after school programming will no longer be structured, but
kids will still be able to access the
computer
lab and art
room for
open
recreation.
In addition, the
Center’s
operating
hours will
change
from to 3
p.m. to 7
p.m.
In the
2012- 2013 school year, 45 kids were
in enrolled in the after school program. The Center is also available for
community group meetings and weekend rentals. Since Oct.1, 2012 the
facility was rented 70 times. There are
no numbers available on the frequency
of community meetings.
“In the last two to three years the
Center’s attendance has dropped in a
lot of areas,” explained Roman. “It
was cut from being staffed from full
days to half days because no one was
using it. Now we can look at other

options to build it back up programwise. Ideally, we would like it to be
programmed full-time.”
The idea is to develop a partnership
with the City in which an external
organization would run the programming for the Center. Roman said that
other centers following City processes
have partnered with outside groups
allowing for the implementation of
broader programs. “We are considering that as
a viable
option, but
may also
consider
other
opportunities as we
move
through
the
process,”
said
Roman.
If the
Center adopted a similar arrangement,
after school activities would still be
run by the Parks Department, and
another entity would run extracurricular programs. “There is a suggestion
from the Parks Department to have
[Balis Community Center] used for a
new model for programming,”
Dickson explained. “Balis is underused because it’s understaffed and
under-programmed by the City. It’s a
downward spiral.”
District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer thinks that with the communi-

ty’s effort there is potential to add
more value to the Center. “Balis
might be a good pilot because San
Marco is such an active community.
This is a good time to test the waters
and see what the interests are,” Boyer
said. “What does the community want
to see and how do we make it happen?”
The other issue besides finding an
organization willing to schedule and
manage programming is how to
defray some of the costs of rental
space. Currently, the Parks
Department charges $125 to rent the
facility for three hours. This fee
includes the cost of one JaxParks staff
member and clean-up.
Boyer thinks that if a different fee
arrangement with the Parks
Department can be negotiated for the
purposes of programming, and programmers charge a nominal fee for
their classes, then that issue can be
resolved. “If all the groups spend a
modest amount for use of the space,
that would defray the costs,” Boyer
explained. “There are ways to do it,
but it’s not ironed out.”
The October 10 town hall meeting
seeks to hear from neighborhood residents about the programming they
would like to see and as a community
find a way to implement it.
“The idea is to get together a variety of stakeholders and talent to offer
more innovative programming,”
Dickson said. “I am curious to see
who will come out of the wood
work.”
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Affair on the new square brings community together
CJ Fluharty, Tim Fluharty and
Erin Campbell strike up a tune

BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The unveiling of San Marco Square took
place last month as neighbors strolled through
stunning Balis Park listening to a live band, the
frolic of small children who enjoyed the
expanded green space and the celebration of
business owners who catered to eager shoppers
with extended store hours.
San Marco Preservation Society president
Reese Riggle thought the Thursday evening
event was a perfect way to showcase the recent
renovations that are the end result of neighborhood and City efforts to improve the aesthetics
and walkability of San Marco Square, making
the months of gritty construction worthwhile.
“Everything looked beautiful. The fountain in
Balis Park was on and lit. Everyone I saw was

happy and having a good time,” Riggle
explained. “All the shops we went into had a
good turn out and everyone seemed pleased.”
Jenny Parker and her young daughter, Ellana
enjoyed the live music by CJ Fluharty in Balis
Park. The Parkers moved to San Marco less than
a year ago and are happy to see the outcome of
the construction. “We love it,” Parker said. “We
wanted a place we could walk to so it’s nice that
it’s all done.”
San Marco Bookstore owner Desiree Bailey
feels that even though merchants and residents
had to endure extended construction, the
improvements are well worth it. “It was a lovely
night and really neat to see so many people
walking in San Marco,” said Bailey. “The bookstore was full of old and new customers and it
felt like our community came out to enjoy the
best of Jacksonville!”
Amelia Day and her family
enjoyed the evening

Jennifer Simmons, Kathleen Davis, Shameka Wilcox, Tim Martin, Dianne Martin, Patti Stanford, Stephanie Vandelogt
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Linda Cunningham protégé hopes to
launch new casual clothing line

Downtown Investment Authority
appoints new CEO
Aundra C. Wallace, new
CEO of the Downtown
Investment Authority, is excited
to be in Jacksonville.
Wallace feels that his reception here has been warm and
welcoming. “The people of
Jacksonville are passionate,
they love their city. They are
very open, welcoming. And,
people are ready for change; I’m
very excited about it,” he said.
Formerly executive director
for Detroit Land Bank Authority, Wallace has
nearly 20 years’ experience providing leadership in managing diverse programs and teams,
collaborating with government, community
organizations, businesses, and private citizens

with emphasis in improving efficiency, productivity and organizational consistency as it relates
to community, housing and economic development.
This opportunity provided
one that Wallace has not yet
had in his career. “I wanted an
opportunity to shape a downtown and work with a waterfront
development. Jacksonville is not
overbuilt,” he commented. “The
energy in the Riverside neighborhood is starting to spread. It all starts with a
vision, and a plan and then it’s just implementation.”
Of his new home, the Southbank resident
says “San Marco Place fit my need.”

How does one go from
an undergrad course of
study in political science,
with the intention of studying law, to making patterns
and designing clothing?
With the help of astute
mentor and high-end fashion designer Linda
Cunningham, a 26-year-old
San Marco resident is hoping to launch her own line
of casual, contemporary clothing.
Francesca Ferger introduced “This Indian
Summer” at the Capsule fashion trade show in
New York last month, hoping to snag some
orders for her custom line of clothing.
“I buy small amounts of fabric from textile
warehouses in New York and New Jersey,
which are heavily influenced by my work in
men’s wear in Chicago,” said Ferger. “I only
produce a few pieces of any particular design
to keep it specialized.”
Ferger worked at Linda Cunningham while
attending Bishop Kenny High School and it

was there she developed an
interest in design. “She’s got
great ideas, relevancy of
youth, and knows what’s
going on now in the market,”
said Cunningham. “She’s
very talented, she’s good
with color, with design lines,
she knows what people like
and she’s able to translate
something wonderful on
paper into a garment that’s
salable,”
The detour from thinking about law came
about, in part, because “she saw how much
fun we were having with our clients and with
designing, making and creating and once you
have those tangible forms of success you can’t
replace the feeling of having made someone
happy,” Cunningham shared.
If orders are small, Ferger will produce
them herself, but does plan to keep production
in the United States when orders increase. Her
Spring/Summer 2014 line will be available in
February.

Greenscape director appointed to
Environmental Regulation Commission Addy Blue – more than just casually
Governor Rick Scott announced the
appointment of Anna Dooley and the reappointments of Mike Bauer (Naples) and Cari Roth
(Tallahassee) to Florida’s Environmental
Regulation Commission. The appointments are
subject to confirmation by the Florida Senate.
Dooley, 67, of San Jose, is the executive
director for Greenscape of Jacksonville. She
fills a vacant seat for a term beginning
September 10, 2013, and ending July 1, 2015.
“I am honored to be selected for this
Commission and anticipate learning more
about the issues that influence the health of our
river which in turn have wide reaching environmental and economic impact,” said Dooley.
“Recognizing that the focus of Greenscape as
well as my own is that of a healthy tree canopy,

I also intend to
stress the critical
role trees perform
every day for cleaner
water as well as
numerous other contributions in our
lives. Our part of the
State is unique in its
beauty and
resources and any
influence we have to
promote our natural assets will be utilized.”
The advocate for earth’s environment was
the recipient of the Jacksonville Environmental
Protection Board’s award for Outstanding
Individual in 2004.

coastal clothing!

First time boutique owner Heather Bailey is
no stranger to retail or clothing. The Episcopal
School of Jacksonville alumnus spent 12 years
with Fresh Produce, a sportswear line that features prominently in her new store on San
Marco Square.
Although Bailey lives at the Beach with her
family, she chose San Marco because “I knew
how fantastic the atmosphere and the clientele
were here; my products are right for this clientele and San Marco provides a true shopping
destination.”
Addy Blue, named after Bailey’s daughter
Addison, offers 12-14 lines of clothing,

accessories, including jewelry and handbags,
plus home décor and gift items.
The shop is located at 2006 San Marco
Blvd., open Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Saturday until 5 p.m. Call (904) 503-3884 for
more information.

AND

DRESS
TRUNK SHOW
MON., OCT. 7–
SAT., OCT. 12

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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Local judge earns statewide recognition
Duval County Circuit Court Judge David M.
Gooding, a Miramar resident, was recently
named recipient of the William E. Gladstone
Award, recognizing his judicial leadership and
service to Florida’s children.
While honored to receive this award, Judge
Gooding said he believes the award is a recognition of the team with which he works every
day. He credits his staff, Family Support
Services of North Florida (FSS), the Guardian
ad Litem office and volunteers, the Department
of Children and Families and the attorneys who
work daily in his court.
Gooding said, “Most of all, both the credit
and our thanks is due our foster and adoptive
parents for opening their homes and their
hearts to children when they needed a home.”

The William E. Gladstone Award was created in 1998 by the chief justice of the Florida
Supreme Court and the secretary of the
Department of Children and Families to recognize the work of judges and magistrates making the greatest contribution to the courts in
serving dependent children and their families.
“Judge Gooding is well-known for his successful efforts and innovative approaches in
streamlining the adoption process so foster
children do not languish in the child welfare
system,” said Lee Kaywork, FSS chief executive officer. “He has effectively expedited adoptions so children can readily move from foster
care into loving, permanent homes with forever
families.”
Judge William Gladstone presents award to Judge David Gooding of Miramar

New San Marco jeweler destination for brides

Joey Espinoza, Bobby Wallo, Suzi Kelly, Kevin Hulsbeck

“Being part of the revitalization of San
Marco is really cool,” said Bobby Wallo, of J.
Roberts Fine Jewelry. “I believe this is the
mecca of Jacksonville and the store has a nice
visibility along this corridor.”
Wallo and co-owners Suzi Kelly and Joey
Espinoza, who also designs custom jewelry,
took over the space of a former jewelry store
that has been vacant for three years at 3200
Hendricks Avenue. According to Espinoza,
much of the former décor, including dark wood
trim and crown molding, fit right in with J.
Roberts’ desire for a rich, traditional look in the

expansive gallery.
Kelly noted that many of the jewelry lines
they carry are not the typical offerings; they
also have an exclusive on a line that features a
mixture of white and yellow gold and diamonds with a theme reminiscent of a park. The
jeweler also has a large selection of bridal and
diamonds, a watch room, and makes repairs
on the premises.
The store is open Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., until 4 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (904)
396-7100 for more information or visit
www.jrobertsjewelry.com.

Thai restaurant, lounge great draw
for San Marco Square
Mark and Latta Slater put their money –
and their muscle – where their mouth is. The
couple spent months ripping out and reinstalling wood and slate flooring, stripping and
re-staining furniture, painting walls, and sewing
seat cushions to create two distinct-yet-tiedat-the-hip new spots for San Marco residents.
“We’re attached to this building,” said Latta
Slater. Nearly 20 years after first working for a
former restaurant in the 100-year-old-plus
building, the Slaters have returned to open
Indochine San Marco upstairs and the Buddha
Lounge at street level.
“We’re happy to be back in San Marco. We
missed it while we were gone and glad to be
back home,” said Mark Slater, who is looking
forward to getting involved again in the San
Marco Merchants Association.
Located at 1974 San Marco Blvd. in front of
the Lions Fountain, Thai and southeast Asian
cuisine is served upstairs Monday-Friday for
lunch and Tuesday-Saturday for dinner. The
bar downstairs is open daily from 6 p.m. to 11
p.m. Call (904) 503-7013 or visit online at
indochinejax.com.
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Uptown Civitan women
award three grants
2012-2013 Officers and Directors: Karen Taylor, president, Gayle Kanak, president-elect, Margaret Purcell, treasurer, Sally Suslak, director, Laura McLaughlin, immediate past president, Iris Eisenberg, Wynester Sherrer, directors; in front Joyce DeVillez, vice president-membership, Penny Powell, director

Karen Taylor, Jim and Laura Crooks

Melanie Jensen of North Florida School of Special Education and Karen Taylor, Uptown Civitan president

Uptown Civitan president Karen Taylor concluded her term last month with the distribution of several grants and special recognition
of the women who helped make her leadership
a success.
At the September meeting, Renee
McQueen of PACE Center for Girls accepted a
flagship donation of nearly $6,000. Betty
Winstead received a gift of $1,000 for Horse
Sense and Sensitivity, which supports the
developmentally disabled. Bonnie Patterson, a

Riverside resident, also serves on the board of
Horse Sense and Sensitivity. Taylor also presented a check for $1,000 to Melanie Jensen
for the North Florida School of Special
Education.
Taylor acknowledged the officers and directors, as well as individual members who made
the organization’s various fundraisers so successful last year, especially Laura Ward Crooks
of Riverside who provided outstanding support
during Taylor’s term.
Karen Nasrallah and Karen Taylor of Uptown Civitan with Renee McQueen, PACE Center for Girls
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Terrell Hogan Law recognized for investing in next generation

Shantel McClain, Wayne Hogan, Mayor Alvin Brown, Ebony Payne-English and Christian Theadford of School
Beats Academy at Summer Night Lights at Clanzel T. Brown Park

Southside resident receives UNF 2013
Distinguished Professor Award
The University of North Florida presented
Dr. Judith Rodriguez, professor and chair of
the Department of Nutrition and Dietetics, the
2013 Distinguished Professor award during the
42nd Annual Fall Convocation ceremony on
Sept. 23.
Rodriguez, a Southside resident, is the 36th
faculty member at UNF to hold the title of
Distinguished Professor, which is an award
given to a professor who demonstrates excellence in teaching, scholarship and service. This
award is the highest honor to be conferred
upon a University faculty member.
“Dr. Rodriguez has been distinguished
since first stepping on our campus in 1988,”
said Dr. Pam Chally, dean of the Brooks
College of Health at UNF. “She has served as a
role model to faculty, staff and students and is
an excellent choice for the 2013-14
Distinguished Professor. I am very excited for
her to receive this honor.”
Rodriguez is the author of “The Diet
Selector” and “Contemporary Nutrition for
Latinos” and has received numerous awards,
including the 2011 Girl Scouts of Gateway
Council Women of Distinction, Eve Award

San Marco resident and president of the
Terrell Hogan Law Firm Wayne Hogan was
recognized by Mayor Alvin Brown last month
for his substantial financial commitment to
the youth anti-crime, anti-violence initiative,
JaxParks Summer Night Lights (SNL), which
operates in select parks each summer.
As part of a larger $200,000 commitment
made during Jacksonville’s 2012 Economic
Summit, Hogan donated $35,000 to SNL
2013, allowing JaxParks to offer several new
free teen-based programs aimed at providing
career experiences, team-building activities,
dance and mentoring.
The fourth year of this initiative, geared
towards youth ages 13 through 21, operated
during the summer months at select parks for
eight weeks on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays from 7 p.m. to midnight.

Approximately 500 youth attended those
programs.
Brown joined Hogan in issuing a challenge
to others, indicating his hope that Hogan’s
commitment would serve as an inspiration to
others in the community to do the same.
“Because these SNL programs work, and
because they have proven effective, I am sure
more businesses and civic groups will support them, so we can help even more kids
next year,” Hogan said.
As an agency partner in the SNL initiative,
Sheriff John Rutherford also commended
Hogan’s efforts. “As a long standing partner
in public safety, I would like to thank Wayne
Hogan for stepping up and personally ensuring that this important crime prevention program occurred this past summer,” Rutherford
said.

Genuine Handmade
Rugs from Every Weaving
Center of the World
Serving You
for over 36 YEARS.
Please come see why we are
sought after globally and locally.
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*
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nominee in education, Jacksonville Women of
Color Cultural Foundation Award in education
and the Florida 2001 Distinguished Dietitian
award, to name a few.
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A community framework for change on national level

Eva Jenkins, research analyst; Delores Barr Weaver, Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, president and CEO, and Bonnie Rose,
director of model programming, at Sept. 10 open house for the Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center

Delores Barr Weaver Policy
Center grounded in research
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Right in the heart of 5 Points you
will find many hearts for troubled
girls. Three floors above Park Street,
dozens of women at the Delores Barr
Weaver Policy Center advocate for
change in a punitive justice system
against girls who end up behind razor
wire for exhibiting out-of-bounds
behavior.
“Everything that we do here is
through the lens and the lived experiences of the girls and young women
who are in the juvenile justice or foster care system,” said Dr. Lawanda
Ravoira, president and CEO of the
Policy Center.
“Our work is about giving voice to
what’s happening to girls and helping
people to really understand, and lifting the story of girls and young
women who are in the juvenile justice
and foster care system,” said the longtime Riverside resident and national
expert, author, researcher and trainer

on issues specific to justice-involved
girls.
Dr. Ravoira explained that those
girls’ stories are typically one of
exploitation, sexual violence, victimization and abuse. “The things that
happen to girls really fade into the
background when they bump into
these systems and then there is a
focus on their behavior and not the
trauma, violence or victimization that
pushes girls into those systems. So
our work is about giving voice to that
and changing policies and processes
and the responses that are inappropriate so that we can give girls a safe
place to go and flourish, and to have
the opportunity for education and
employment, the very same things we
want for the girls that are important in
our lives.”

– Girls matter –
Research conducted by Dr. Ravoira
under the Justice for Girls Campaign
showed that every year in Duval
County 850 elementary school age
girls kindergarten through third grade
are suspended out of school. She
noted that school failure is the number
one risk factor for later involvement

in the juvenile justice system, but the
response to suspend a child when she
is acting out in school is typically to
focus on the behavior and not what’s
behind the behavior of a child in crisis.
According to Dr. Ravoira, the First
Coast actually incarcerates more girls
than Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and
Tampa combined. “It’s not because
our girls are committing more crimes,
or are more violent; it is how the system is responding to those girls who
are exhibiting out-of-bounds behavior.
We know the majority of these girls
have histories of violence, of trauma,
of
victimization and we’re not wrapping
our arms around the girls and providing them with the intervention they
need,” she said.
The Policy Center has four primary
tasks, the first of which is research.
“Everything we do is grounded in the
research so we understand the pathway of the girl, her needs, her
resiliency and all of the strength she
brings as well as her family,” noted
Dr. Ravoira. “Our research also focuses on those systems that girls
encounter; we want to understand the
perspective of the police officer, her
teacher, her probation officer, the
judge so that we can move from
research to providing training for
those individuals, that’s the second
thing we do.”
The third task is to develop model
programs to provide services and Dr.
Ravoira wants the First Coast to be
the model for the nation in terms of
how the community will respond
effectively to giving girls the opportunity they deserve. The fourth thing the
Center does is advocacy, to change
the policies and the processes that
result in the disparate and unequal
treatment of these girls.
“So, thanks to Delores Barr
Weaver, and her wisdom and her
vision, and also her belief in girls and
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women,” said the Policy Center’s
executive director, “we have this
extraordinary opportunity right here in
5 Points to be the resource for our
First Coast to lift the story of girls and
give voice to what’s happening to
them.”
After visiting 68 cities all over the
country, Dr. Ravoira found that
“there’s not one state in the country
that is getting it right for girls, so
we’re seeing an increase of girls
entering the system, more violence
and victimization, not what we want
to seeing happening with our girls.”
Based on her findings, she concluded that “we have to have a national
model and our community can be that
model. Jacksonville is really an incubator for the girls’ work.
PACE Center for Girls started here;
we’ve had girls’ think tanks here;
we’ve had the Justice for Girls’
Leadership Council, which is the
model for the state; Georgetown has
been writing about us for years. A lot
of work has been happening in this
community.”

– Putting her dream
out there –
When it came time to elevate the
discussion for that national model, Dr.
Ravoira turned to philanthropist
Delores Barr Weaver.
“When Mrs. Weaver provided this
extraordinary opportunity to come to
her with a proposal, it was an incredible risk to put my dream out there and
you have a great fear of rejection,
however, she didn’t,” said Dr. Ravoira.
“Not only did she support the work,
she let us use her name. For many of
the girls we care about, these are
often girls left out of the conversation;
for Mrs. Weaver to embrace them in
such an extraordinary way with the
Policy Center it just elevates the dialogue. She has encouraged us and
supported us to give voice to issues
that make people uncomfortable and
that we know needs to change.”
The Policy Center currently has
about 18 interns, young women who
are involved in every aspect of the
research and the training, helping
develop the curriculums for the girls
and working directly with the girls.
The Center is working in five counties and begins by going to that community and listening to the girls, the
parents, the caregivers, as well as the
professionals working with the girls,
to understand what’s happening in
that community so it can develop a
strategic plan to create a holistic
approach to girls and the community’s
response. Each community is different, so the response, still grounded in
research, is based on the needs of that
community in partnership with that
community, according to Dr. Ravoira.
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Rotarians award grants to 10 organizations

Charitable grants from the Rotary Club of San Marco were awarded to the following organizations at its Morning of Giving meeting in August: Dr. Jose Ettedgui and Hilda Ettedgui,
Co-Founders, Patrons of the HeART; Alexis Wood, Executive Director, Angelwood; Jose Cruz, Associate Director, Cathedral Arts Project; Betty Metz, President, Books-A-Go Go;
Ashley Strickland, Community Relations Manager, MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation; Ida Gropper, Director Workforce Development Program, Catholic Charities; Cindy Watson,
Executive Director, JASMYN; Angelo Martinez, Executive Director, Jericho School; Hayes Basford, Board Member, NAMI Jacksonville; and Jill Dame, Executive Director, Leadership
Jacksonville, posing with Josh Becksmith, Immediate Past President, Rotary Club of San Marco.

PAGE 20

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

OCTOBE

A MILESTONE FOR THE NEWLY
CRAFTED CUMMER CAMPUS
Capital campaign spurs change,
improvements

Alison Lee, MOCA Docent Ken Klein, Debra Murphy and Billie
Hayward

GOLDBERG EXHIBIT
OPENS, INSPIRES
LEARNING

Baptist Health CEO and President Hugh Greene, Cultural Council
Executive Director Dr. Robert Arleigh White, MOCA Director Dr.
Marcelle Polednik and MOCA Board Chairman Alan Howard

The opening of Abstraction Over TimeThe paintings of Michael Goldberg to patrons
and distinguished guests allowed the audience to share in the accomplishments of all
involved. The length to which MOCA staff
worked to curate this most recent exhibit
makes it a ‘must see’, as a compilation of
scholarly work took shape in a book of
Goldberg’s works. This piece of history now
provides students and art educators with a
unique perspective on the impact and history
of abstract art in America through Goldberg’s
years of undertakings.

With the completion of the Landscape
Enhancement Project and Olmsted Garden
Restoration, the time to unveil the public sculpture garden had arrived. Patrons, staff and distinguished guests were on hand to view The
Human Figure: Sculptures by Enzo Torcoletti,
the first exhibition of the newly minted Riverside
Avenue ‘promenade’. The project, funded in part
by a 10-year capital campaign, has created a
more inviting, amenity rich environment that
welcomes visitors and guests alike to take in
more of what the Museum has to offer.

Lurah Patrick and David Engdahl

Event Co-Chair
Kristina Abbassi
and Dr. Abdi
Abbassi

Archie and Penny Jenkins

Wayne Weaver and Delores Barr Weaver

MAKING SWEET
MUSIC ON BEHALF
OF JUVENILE
DIABETES
The San Marco Chamber Music Society
raised $2,796 at a Sept. 8 benefit concert for
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Music
directors Ellen and Eric Olson presented JDRF
with a check to help find a cure for juvenile
diabetes.

a ‘foodie’

Candace Monroe, Eric and Ellen Olson, Leslie Burkhalter and
Larry Tallman smile proudly as the check is presented

It was an evening of fantastic fo
Destinations once again proved to b
of the season. The fundraising even
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COUTURE FOR A CAUSE, NEMOURS
CHILDREN’S CLINIC BENEFIT
Patrons of Rosenblum’s Clothier and supporters of Nemours Children’s Clinic gathered for a
good cause last month. For three days, Rosenblum’s donated a portion of the proceeds from purchases of Eileen Fisher merchandise. A cocktail party at the boutique provided guests with an
opportunity to rub elbows with some of Nemours’ world-class physicians, all while shopping the
fine threads at the clothier.
Susan Masucci, Kelsey Bridges and Dr. Angela Black

Dr. Saumil and Oza Neetal and Sala Pradhan and Dr. Ashutosh
Pradhan

David Janes,
general manager
of Rosenblum’s
with owner
Richard Rosenblum

SHINDIG BY THE SEA CELEBRATES
SANCTUARY ON 8TH
Elizabeth Evans, Alyson Hudson
and Laura Jacqmein

Bob and Sandra Corbett

’s’ delight!

ood, wine and libations as Delicious
be the premier food and wine gala
nt, which provides essential support
ch Programs, helps fund free medand families in Northeast Florida
brity chefs throughout the South
ns, as it benefits migrant farm
o the food chain in this region.

Alex Juarez and Ashley Smith-Juarez

Thanks to generous patrons, volunteers on the
‘Dream Team’ and other in-kind sponsors, children in
after school programming at The Sanctuary on 8th Street
will continue to grow, learn and expand their experience.
What started with a dozen children has grown to over 100
children in three programs which now includes summer
camp and a home school. The Sanctuary on 8th Street
encourages and empowers Jacksonville youth and families
in need by ministering to their spiritual, physical, social,
and intellectual needs. Shindig by the Sea was held Sept.
20 at the Garden Club of Jacksonville in Riverside.

Drs. Nina and Samer Garas with Dr. Stanton and Susie Longenecker

Levy Jewelers at the St. Johns Town Center is a
fourth-generation,

family-owned

jewelry

business.

They are proud to carry many luxury brands including:
Breitling, David Yurman, Mikimoto, Henri Daussi, Marco
Bicego, Ball Watch, William Henry Studio, and Michael
Kors. If you like unique and one-of-a-kind pieces, Levy
Jewelers also has Jacksonville’s best collection of estate
and antique jewelry.

Their staff includes graduate

gemologists, expert watchmakers, master jewelers,
bridal and gift consultants, and diamond specialists. As
a member of the American Gem Society, Levy Jewelers
personally selects every diamond and ensures that it
meets the highest possible standards.
Levy Jewelers is currently celebrating their 113th year
of continuous operation. Based in Savannah, Georgia,
they carry on Levy’s family tradition of building lasting
relationships with their clients.

Stop in and see why

they are Jacksonville’s premier jeweler.

You can be

conﬁdent that you will receive personal and professional
service from any of their well-trained associates. They
are fortunate to have been included in so many of their
customers’ important family events and occasions. For
this they are truly grateful!

St. Johns Town Center
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Gardens life-affirming for cancer patients
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
When I became the accidental
B&B owner, one of my earliest
guests traveled with her spouse from
Pensacola for monthly breast cancer
chemo in Jacksonville.
I could always tell when V. had
arrived because the B&B would
vibrate with music from the black
piano. She was an accomplished
musician who could play Bach to
Beatles, and she did play because the
music soothed her.
The B&B garden soothed her also,
especially the rosemary bushes. At
least once a visit I would see her out
in the garden walking the tiny
labyrinth or rubbing her hands along
the rough brown branches and inhaling the piney scent of the leaves.
Because she took such delight in
the rosemary, I began to make tussy
mussies for her to carry when she
went for treatment. These are
Victorian era bouquets that earlier
folks carried to inhale when the castle air went stale because baths were
yearly rather than daily. I gave her
the first bouquet a bit timidly
because I wasn’t sure she would
want to be encumbered. Heading to
treatment she usually had a full armload of audio-books, stationery and

several sweaters.
Turns out she loved the tiny bouquets because they helped her deal
with the medical
smells that were an
inevitable part of
treatment.
Another guest, an
author from
Washington State,
stayed in one of my
apartments while he
experienced weeks
of Proton Therapy at
UF Health. He
seemed to enjoy
working in the tiny
herb garden at the
foot of the apartment
stairs. As a result of
these experiences, I
began to research the
connection between
gardens and cancer.
There are lots of
connections. The
most well-known
garden center dealing specifically with
cancer treatment is
the Virginia
Thurston Healing
Garden, Harvard,
MA. This center was
created by Bill Thurston in memory
of his wife, a gardener and a cancer
victim.
The Thurston garden is an Asianthemed one with benches and pools

of water. There is a gazebo and quiet
corners that encourage individuals to
meditate alone or in groups.

Alternative therapies are offered in
the center’s main building.
Also in Massachusetts, Roberta
Hershon has created Hope in Bloom,
an organization that provides free

gardens for breast cancer patients.
Hershon felt helpless when her best
friend was diagnosed with stage IV
breast cancer. “I
wanted to make it all
O.K., but I couldn’t.
But I could make
sure she had flowers
in her house all winter. In the spring, I
made sure her garden looked great.”
A nationwide
study found more
than 50 percent of
patients use gardening as a form of outdoor therapy. Dr.
Kathy Hezlsouer,
who practices at
Cancer
survivor
Mercy Medical in
Mary Ellen
Baltimore, found
Freda and
grandson
that gardening
Julian in the
helped boost surherb garden
vivor stamina by 40
percent.
Closer to home,
Mary Ellen Freda’s
green thumb gave
her the green light to
continue her life
after extensive cancer treatment. “I
believe in the power
of good fresh food. I try to grow
some of the herbs I use at my restaurant and at home. Both taste and texture are life giving, at least they seem
that way to me.”
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Riding the cancer roller coaster
BY BOBBI DE CÓRDOVA-HANKS
SPEAKERS FOR LIFE, FOUNDER OF BOSOM BUDDIES

May was a very important month for
me. On May 22, 1986, I faced the reality with my brand new breast cancer
diagnosis that I probably wouldn’t be
around five years later. On May 22,
2013, I celebrated 27 years of survival.
But it’s been an incredible roller coaster
ride.
I’ll never forget that day when the
doctor said, “It doesn’t look good. It’s
malignant! It’s very advanced breast
cancer with a prognosis of about five
years.” I remember looking over my
shoulder to see the person the doctor
was talking about.
It couldn’t be me. I was thin. I was
athletic. I was a quasi-vegetarian. No
one in my family had breast cancer.
When I realized he was talking about
me, I got angry. I didn’t want to hear a

dire prediction; I wanted to know what
he was going to do to save my life! And
that began the ride of a lifetime!
My mother and sister, who both
became survivors years later, just about
moved in, and I always had my beloved
husband Jerry by my side. Despite all of
this support, there is an isolation that
comes with a cancer diagnosis that can’t
be helped. You ride that emotional roller
coaster on a daily basis.
I decided from Day One that no
woman should ever face breast cancer
alone and began to look for ways to
help others who would follow in my
footsteps. Twenty-five years ago I
founded Bosom Buddies, now one of
the most comprehensive breast cancer
programs in North Florida, offering support, advocacy and education. We call
the Women’s Center of Jacksonville
home, as part of its community education department. What could be better

Top 10 tips on how to be a good caregiver
Typically when you think of someone who is a caregiver, your very first thought is that the
caregiver is a woman. Much has been said and written about women who leave careers and
neglect their families to take care of aging parents, ailing spouses or some combination thereof. Some would say that caregiving comes naturally to women due to their empathetic and
sympathetic natures.
But for the many males who find themselves in such a position and are floundering, Jerald
Hanks of San Marco has your back.
Caregiver for two women who dealt with four types of cancer, Hanks knows how hard it is
to take on that role. His first wife, Sally, died of ovarian cancer. Then, about three years after
marrying Bobbi de Córdova, he found himself again in the caregiver role as Bobbi dealt with
breast cancer. As if that wasn’t enough, during their 31 years of marriage she also suffered
through thyroid cancer and skin cancer.
“Would I want to go through this again? No, I would prefer not,” said Hanks. “But somebody had to do it. I was there and I did the best I could.”
Hanks, a journalist and public relations professional, a public speaker and an author, has a
list of 10 suggestions on how to be a good caregiver to someone dealing with a life-threatening illness. His tips, while common sense, are often forgotten in the trauma of dealing with a
loved one’s disease.
#1: Learn all you can about the kind of cancer your care receiver has. There is a lot of information available, but just be aware that not all of it might pertain to you and be careful of the
source of your information. “Don’t just go on someone’s opinion; make sure – the best you can
– that it’s good, valid information,” Hanks says. Get pamphlets from doctors and hospitals.
#2: Be prepared to serve on short notice as a spokesperson or patient advocate for the person you are caring for. Sometimes she just may not be up to it and you have to be the patient
advocate when you least expect it. “Then it’s too late for a cram course so you better have all
that basic information – see number 1 – down in your head” he continues.
#3: As often as you can, go with the person you are caring for to the doctor and serve as a
second pair of ears. The patient hears what she wants to hear and that second person in the
room can listen somewhat more objectively to what the doctor may be saying, and get it
straight, get it right. Doctors agree with how important that is.
#4: If you do go, make time to sit down with her the night before and write down all the
questions you need answers for. Then, you don’t leave until you receive an intelligent, intelligible answer to every single question you have written down. “If the doctor objects to taking the
time for that, you may want to consider another doctor,” advises Hanks.
#5: Don’t be afraid to ask for help when you need it as a caregiver. “Ask for help from other
members of the family, friends, neighbors, church members or even a support group, like
Bosom Buddies. “People are wonderful; they simply need to be asked to help,” the four-time
caregiver notes. “Don’t think you have to do it all yourself. Don’t be embarrassed to ask.” They
can feed pets, take out trash, provide meals, act as a chauffeur for medical appointments,
mow the lawn, etc.
#6: It’s okay to get angry, but don’t get violent and don’t be angry all the time. “That’s very

than being part of an organization dedicated to improving the lives of all
women? During my cancer journey, my
husband Jerry and I co-authored “Tears
of Joy,” the true story of my continuing
battle against breast, thyroid and skin
cancer, and Jerry’s story of losing one
wife to cancer and becoming a caregiver again…and again…and again after
we met and married. He is truly a cosurvivor as all caregivers are. I call them
“invisible survivors.”
My advice to newly diagnosed
women is to join a support group like
Bosom Buddies. It’s a pink sisterhood.
When you walk into a Bosom Buddies
meeting for the first time you can feel
the love in the room. We’ve all walked
in your shoes and are willing to help
you become a healthy survivor.
Learning about the disease is the best
weapon against breast cancer. We
welcome the opportunity to help you on

your cancer journey. We’ve all been
where you are right now.
Twenty-seven years and three different primary cancers later, I’m still here,
fighting the good fight. What was my
mantra during this roller coaster ride?
“I’m too busy to die. It’s not in my
Daytimer and no other woman will
wear my jewelry.” Somehow it’s
worked!

boring,” chuckles Hanks. Once in a while you have to get angry with the medical care when
it’s not what your care receiver needs and Hanks ruffled a lot of hospital administrators’ feathers when carrying for his first wife Sally.
#7: It’s okay to cry. “Men do cry. Sometimes I would cry my heart out, locked in my car,
with the windows rolled up,” he confessed. Whether you feel comfortable crying in front of the
care receive is situational; sometimes it just adds to her stress or detracts from her optimism
so it’s important to know and understand her state of mind before sharing your own grief.
#8: Learn how to ask the care receiver good questions about how she’s feeling, not just to
get a yes or no answer. Get her to talk so you know what she’s really feeling and what she’s
going through. Learn how to ask questions that can’t be answered with a yes or no. It’s so
important that you understand the feelings, the emotions, the pain – everything that person is
undergoing.
#9: Get some rest every now and then. Being a caregiver can really tire you out. “We men
think we’re tough, but men are human and do get tired,” Hanks said. Arrange to take a break
and ask someone to sit in for a while, while you get some extra slip, go out for a long walk or
grab a beer with some buddies.
#10: It’s important to have faith in a power greater than your own. Sometimes that faith you
have in a power greater than your own may be all you have and it can be like a rock of stability
in a raging sea of emotions. “End of sermon,” he concluded.
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Inshore Habitat Project
BY NATHAN & TED MILLER
Anglers who spend time looking at depth
monitors while running around the ocean
understand that subtle to drastic changes in
depths and structure along the bottom are
great places to target. These areas attract
and host a large variety of marine life. And
in turn provides structure and food for many
different species of fish.
If ledges and structure attract fish in the
ocean, will this work inshore?
Payton Scheppe, Coastal Conservation
Association (CCA) volunteer, says an effort
has been underway for several years, and
that our Jacksonville waterways are moving
closer to the reality of hosting artificial reefs
that can be enjoyed by all.
In the fall of 2011 an initial meeting was
held at the Marine Science Facility at
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Jacksonville University and CCA was attracted to the goal of a habitat project in the St.
John’s River for the purposes of enhancing
the food chain and biological diversity. This
habitat will provide shelter to juvenile
species, increase fish populations, and provide sustainable recreational fishing opportunities.
Present at the meeting were representatives of the City of Jacksonville, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Commission, Florida
Department of Environmental Protection,
Jacksonville Offshore Sport Fishing Club,
TISIRI, JU Marine Science, and Jacksonville
Chapter CCA. Jacksonville had pioneered
offshore reefs beginning in the 1950s but no
project of scale had ever been done inshore
locally.
The meeting had
a positive impact on
the City of
Jacksonville. Jody
McDaniel,
Jacksonville planning
and grant coordinator, and the administration of COJ were
supportive of the
concept and took on
the responsibility of
permitting from the
State of Florida
regarding the identified submerged
lands. The City of
Jacksonville has received this permit along
with the necessary Federal permits.
Before construction could begin, several
other government agencies had to do their
due diligence and approve the project. The
Army Corps of Engineers and the Coast
Guard have completed reviews to their satisfaction. The last issue is endangered
species protection.
The sites that CCA were looking for had
to have specific characteristics for this effort
to be effective. Of four possible sites, two
were selected that are near downtown and
sufficiently removed from the shoreline. They
are located 3/10ths of a mile south of the
Fuller Warren Bridge and east of the channel. The sites are depressions in hard bottom with adequate scour to prevent excessive sediment accumulation and are roughly

40,000 square feet each, or 200’ x 200’. The
City of Jacksonville has mapped the locations with the Sheriff’s Department sonar
and JU has taken bottom samples.
The Jacksonville Chapter of CCA has
disclosed the site locations as the following:
Latitude: 30.17.973N Longitude: 81.40.290W
and Latitude: 30.18.484N Longitude
81.40.026.
Many large vessels use these waterways
too, and the committee and city have taken
steps to ensure there is no risk of running
aground on one of these sites. The habitat
material will have an average elevation of
four feet or less which is comfortably less
than the increased depths of the depressions. Rubble will be distributed in a low as
opposed to a stacked profile.

Other research has been taken into
account to ensure the strategic placement of
the artificial reef will be done correctly and
cost effective. In May 2013 a meeting was
held to discuss habitat design and deployment. The conclusion was that broken concrete with dimensions between two to four
feet would provide an advantageous habitat
in regards to gross surface volume. Concrete
rubble has significant cost advantages over
manufactured habitat, such as reef balls.
Companies are stepping in and donating
valuable resources to the project. Robert
Hays, North East Florida District Manager
for Vulcan Materials Company has offered to
donate the 50,000 cubic feet of concrete
rubble that will be used for the site.
Once the project begins, the rubble will
be taken to the sites. Deployment will be
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done by barge and will be in a manner
allowing open areas within the habitat.
Separation between concentrations of material would be irregular but generally in the
range of several feet. Fisheries research
indicates a benefit to scattered as opposed
to solid material.
Initial estimates for transporting and
deploying the barge load of material shows
it could cost as much as $25,000 for each
site. Coastal Conservation Association
National (www.joincca.org) has committed
$30,000 for the project and that money has
already been received. The Jacksonville
Chapter of CCA Florida (www.ccaflorida.org)
has committed to raise money as well.
But the work won’t stop when the construction is completed. The city of
Jacksonville is committed to ensuring the
project has an ongoing positive impact.
They will not issue
any additional permits
associated with an
inshore-habitat project
until Jacksonville
University has the
opportunity to do a
post-project research
exercise for 3 years
once the habitat is put
in place. Rock samples from around the
Epping Forest area
will be studied and used as a baseline in the
ongoing research. The funds needed for this
study could run $2,000 per year, and has
been committed by the Jacksonville Chapter
of CCA.
CCA is a 501(c)(3) organization founded
in 1975 and serves as a national voice for
recreational marine fishermen. CCA has
100,000 members. CCA Florida was founded in 1985 and represents 10,000 members.
Tax deductible contributions may be
made to either CCA Florida (memo:
Jacksonville Habitat Project), PO Box
568886, Orlando, FL 32856 or City of
Jacksonville (memo: Contribution for
Artificial Reef Fund), Attn. Cheryl Brown,
Jacksonville City Council, 117 W. Duval St.,
Ste. 425, Jacksonville, FL 32202.
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‘Save the Dates’
THE CCA BANQUET

The Coastal Conservation Association
(CCA) is holding its 23rd Annual Banquet
and Live Auction on Nov. 7 at The Garden
Club in Riverside. Tickets are $85 per person, or $150 per couple and include open
bar, dinner and one year CCA membership.
Silent auction and raffle begin at 6 p.m.
and dinner and the live
auction at 7:30 p.m.
CCA is a grassroots organization
that is committed
to conserving and
protecting Florida’s
marine resources
and serves as voice for
recreational fisherman. Locally,
they were a driving force behind the new
inshore habitat project near San Marco,
south of the Fuller Warren Bridge. This
habitat will enhance the food chain and
biological diversity, give shelter to juvenile
species, increase fish populations, and
provide sustainable recreational fishing
opportunities. For more info visit
www.CCAFlorida.org or call Greg
Craddock at (904) 982-6104.

CREEK WARS
TOURNAMENT
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Cross-country benefit
invitational 15 years strong
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The Katie Caples Invitational held last month at Bishop
Kenny High School has grown at a remarkable pace since
its 15-year inception, proving that some legacies have no
finish line.
The premier cross country event was held in memory of
Bishop Kenny State Championship runner Katie Caples
who died in a car accident her junior year.
Runners from 53 high schools throughout Florida and
Georgia traveled to run on Bishop Kenny’s waterfront
course and through the adjacent St. Nicholas neighborhood. A record 2,040 runners participated in the event,
making it one of the largest cross country events in the
state of Florida. This event also hosts some of the top programs from around the state, including nine teams and
nine individuals ranked in the top three of their respective
classifications.
The event is a fundraiser for the foundation started by
Katie’s parents, David and Susan Caples, in their daughter’s memory. All of the admission donations from the race
go entirely for scholarships funded by the foundation. It
has awarded $174,500 to 34 scholars since 1998.
“We had kids come from as far away as the Keys and
Georgia to participate in this event,” said Sheila Marovich,

Katie Caples Foundation members and volunteers Susan Caples, Tom Oden, David
Caples, Lance Jones and Lauren Jones

Director of Development at Bishop Kenny High School.
“It has grown in popularity because of its unique format.
It’s really a nice night at the school. It’s a lot of fun to
see.”
The late start time of 5 p.m. is in part what makes the
race unique with the awards ceremony beginning under the
stars at 9 p.m. – a perfect legacy for a star athlete whose
memory continues to shine.

4th Annual Financial Fitness 5K Race &
Fun Run a success
The Creek Wars Triple Challenge
Fishing Tournament, presented by
Firehouse Subs, will be held on Oct. 19 at
Beach Marine. Proceeds will benefit the
Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation
and the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation.
The Public Safety Foundation supports first
responders with life-saving equipment,
funding, training and resources while the
Ocean Foundation supports programs to
encourage conservation and best management practices for marine environments. A
mandatory Captains Meeting will be held at
Strike-Zone Fishing (courtyard) on Oct.18,
6-8:30 p.m. Early register by Oct. 11 for
$125 per boat and you earn a chance to
win a Yeti 35 quart Tundra Cooler. The tournament pays out over $9,000 in winnings
and prizes. For more information, registration and sponsorship opportunities contact
Kirk Wurster, (904) 483-6212 or visit
www.creekwars.com.

The 4th annual Financial Fitness 5K, sponsored by the
Financial Planning Association® (FPA) of Northeast Florida,
was run on Sept. 14 to benefit two nonprofit organizations that
promote financial literacy: The Real$ense Prosperity Campaign,
a United Way initiative, and Family Foundations, a member of
the National Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC).
The 5K race began at Fletcher Park and took runners through
the streets of San Marco and along the riverfront. Yoga, a free
fun run, and hot air balloon rides were just some of the activities
that brought out the community on a fine autumn morning.

Margaret Barton, winner of the Women’s Masters Run
in 23:37, and Carolyn McClanahan, both of San Marco

Locally run tournament seeking support, donors for event
In River Or Ocean and Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Northeast Florida are pleased to announce The Second
Annual “I Can Handle Pier Pressure” fishing event at The
Jacksonville Beach Pier on Oct. 26. This event brings 50
Little Brothers and Sisters along with their “Bigs” to The
Pier for a morning of fishing and fun. Fishing instruction is
given by the Florida Pier Anglers Association. This event
provides free access to the pier and fishing, rods and reels,
fishing tackle, bait and fishing instruction. The group is
treated to drinks, snacks, lunch and a souvenir tee-shirt.

We would appreciate the opportunity to have your
company as a sponsor. We can assure you the program
we are developing is worthy of your company’s name and
reputation. There are several opportunities to help and
we hope you will consider supporting this worthy effort to
introduce a love of fishing to area youth. Help us provide the
opportunity for these children to discover the “magic” that
Clay found in our rivers and oceans. For further information
or to make a donation, please email
Fishwithclay@gmail.com or call (904) 384-0775.
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Sadler Marine Service Center adds
Yamaha-certified service
While Sadler Point Marine is
well established as
“Jacksonville’s Only Full Service
& Do-it-Yourself Boatyard,” they
are also one of the only Yamahacertified full service centers in
“Jacksonville proper” on the
water. Just east of the
Roosevelt Bridge on
the Ortega River,
Sadler’s location at
4669 Roosevelt
Blvd. saves power
boaters from trailering
and is still viable for
sail boaters.
“We’ve seen a big shift in
boating in recent years,” explains
Brooks Busey, President of family-owned Sadler Point Marine
Center. “People still want to get
on the water. It’s just more likely
to be on a smaller boat.”
Tom Owen, Sadler’s service
manager and 24-year-veteran of
the marine business, adds,
“Sure, our Travel Lift can
still haul out many
boats up to 60
feet. Now
we’re

also fully staffed and trained to
support the most popular boats
on the water today, 20 to 35 foot
outboards with a center console.”
It took a major investment to
support that change. “We chose
Yamaha because of their market
presence and excellent
reputation. Yamaha training is a serious commitment,” Busey emphasizes. He and Owen
spent nearly a week
each on operations training in Kennesaw, GA.
They also sent two of their
mechanics for a full week each,
and will continue to do so for
continuing training.
Sadler’s staff of 12 employees
offer a diverse and comprehensive professional skill set, from
sanding, painting, fiberglass, carpentry and welding, to refrigeration, generators, and electrical.
Busey grew up in the
marine business.
Owen is an

EPA-certified air conditioning
expert, experienced with generators, air conditioners, refrigeration
and complex electrical systems on
larger yachts.
One employee, Chip Thomson,
who Busey “inherited” with the
marina purchase in 1999 still works
on the property. “[He’s] the
kind of guy if you got stranded
on a deserted island would figure out how to make a radio
with a coconut,” chuckles
Owen. Sadler’s service technicians
focus on complying with the exacting standards required by Yamaha
and the latest marine technology
systems. Busey’s youngest “crew”
member is 25, yet boasts over ten
years of solid experience with
Sadler.
While there’s a friendly competition among marine service centers,
when a prospective customer calls

around for a quote, Sadler believes
in being completely candid with the
customer. “Our upfront estimates
tend to be much more all-inclusive.
For example, our bottom job estimates spell out a lot more than lifting, blocking and painting. We
include pressure washing, sanding,

washing the hull and waterline,
removing exterior strainers for
cleaning,” Owen details. “Customer
communication, whether by phone,
text, or in person is a big deal with
us,” adds Busey.
Maintaining a “Clean Marina”
certification is core to Sadler’s business practices. Given that Brooks
Busey’s wife Jennie Busey is the
St. Johns Riverkeeper's Education

Director, Sadler’s staff understands
the importance of environmental
stewardship. “We do our best to
make sure we and our customers
understand and comply with environmental standards,” said Busey.
Servicing large powerboats and
sailboats remain a thriving part of
Sadler’s business.
Boaters as far as the Bahamas
sing Sadler’s praises. “We never
expected cruisers would sail 25
miles inland just to come see us,
but they do. They hear about us
from other cruisers by word-ofmouth and from sites like
[www.ActiveCaptain.com],” confesses a pleasantly surprised
Busey.
Despite all Sadler’s expanded
service capabilities, Busey is most
concerned that their customers
remain loyal. Not surprisingly, they
are.

Sadler Point Marina is accessed from Lakeside Drive, under the shadow of the
Roosevelt Boulevard bridge. Contact Tom Owen at (904) 384-1383. For more
information visit www.SadlerPoint.com or look for Sadler Point on Facebook.

Changing the future of back pain.
Today.
Introducing robot-assisted spine surgery — a first for North Florida.
If you suffer from debilitating back pain, you may be a candidate for
minimally invasive spine surgery using advanced robotic technology
called Renaissance — available in our region only at Baptist Health.
This proven technology improves precision and safety for a wide variety
of spinal procedures, offering consistent results and optimal outcomes —
and with less pain, fewer scars and a faster recovery.
Getting you back to what you love, faster — that’s changing health
care for good.

904.202.CARE
baptistjax.com/back-pain
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New Ronald McDonald
House staff are amazing
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2014 Women of Distinction
honorees named

Job description to ‘serve and be helpful’
BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Diane Boyle says there was a great deal of excitement in the air when she
arrived a few months ago as the new executive director of Ronald McDonald
House, located at 824 Childrens Way in San Marco.
Everyone was anticipating the arrival of Reed, a recent graduate of Canine
Companions for Independence (CCI), and the
newest addition to the staff of the House.
Shelli Martin, RMH Family Operations
Manager and CCI facilitator, now brings Reed, a
carefully bred and trained golden retriever/
labrador mix to his job Monday through Friday.
Thriving in his new position, Reed responds to
40 commands.
Martin relates that she and Reed bonded immediately. She worked with other dogs at the training
facility but Reed was the one who pulled her heart
strings; she felt his temperament was just right for
the multitude of duties his job at RMH requires.
Shelli Martin, left, Family Operations
Foremost in his job description is “to serve and
Manager and Diane Boyle, right, Executive
be helpful.” Sometimes that means being a warm,
Director of Ronald McDonald House, with
Reed the dog
fluffy pillow for a sick child or a companion for
family members by adding a sense of normalcy to their day.
Recently, a child who came for a procedure and knew she would be returning
for an extended stay, said about the dedicated pooch, “It will be nice to have a
friend when I come back.”
Reed’s amazingly calm disposition, intuition and sensitivity give him doggie
insight into whether a child wants to play catch, chase or just snuggle. Martin
explains laughingly, “even though they are ill they are still kids – they need fun and
silliness.”
Boyle reiterates that the goal of the House is to keep families together as their
children go through medical processes. Reed takes care of the caregivers, too.
Cat McConnell, event and marketing manager, emphasizes that having Reed
will add to the festivities of this year’s 25th Anniversary Celebration of Ronald
McDonald House. Reed may need to trade in his cape for a tuxedo!

Clockwise from left: Women of Distinction Honoree Nancy Soderburg, Girl Scouts of Gateway Council CEO Mary Anne
Jacobs, Women of Distinction Co-chair Cheryl Riddick, Women of Distinction Honorees Marsha Oliver and Pamela Chally

Six women in leadership were named as honorees for the 2014 Girl Scouts
Women of Distinction and will be attending the 25th Annual Women of
Distinction luncheon on Mar. 12, 2014.
Those named are Jennifer Chapman, a director with Fidelity Investments,
entrepreneur and community advocate; Dr. Pamela Chally, Dean of Brooks
College of Health at UNF; Allison Korman Shelton, vice president of the
Stellar Foundation and member on several nonprofit boards; Marsha Oliver,
DCPS Chief of Public Relations and Communications; Nancy Soderberg, a
foreign policy expert and Visiting Distinguished Scholar at UNF; and Carmen
Townsend, founder of the J.T. Townsend Foundation.
With this 25th class of honorees the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council will
have honored 150 women in leadership since 1989.
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RIVERWALK continued from 1
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2045 Blanding Boulevard
Across from Lakeshore Bicycles

enjoy this great, great asset. It took
teamwork, that’s how we got here, plus
$14.9 million to do this project. The citizens of Jacksonville deserve it.”
The Riverwalk was originally constructed in 1985 with support from
Mayor Jake Godbold, City Council, the
Downtown Development
Authority and the City of
Jacksonville Public Works
Department.
District 4 Councilman Don
Redman noted, “This is a major
project for me and I am so glad
to have the Southbank
Riverwalk in my district. We
appropriated the money for this
project over three years ago
when I broke my leg on the
Southbank Riverwalk. I saw the
need at that time, and it has been
growing greater and greater ever
since. It will be a great place for
people to come and safely jog
and ride bikes and enjoy
themselves.”
Haskell Corporation and
teammates CH2MHill and Flagg
Design partnered with the City
for design-build services to
deliver the project, which will
include new shade structures,
steel benches, trash receptacles,
pet stations, bike racks and drinking
fountains. The Navy Memorial will be
reconstructed and new floating docks
installed, as well as brick pavers to
cover new pre-cast concrete piles and
decking, new steel guardrails the entire
stretch of the boardwalk and light poles
with energy-efficient LED lighting.
After nearly 30 years of wear and
tear, demolition of the existing
Riverwalk will be done in two phases
this fall, allowing new construction to
begin the first of December, moving
east to west along the boardwalk. The
completion date is targeted for
September 2014 in time for next year’s
football season.
Demolition and reconstruction will
be coordinated around Jaguar football
games to ensure a positive game day
experience for fans. Coordinating the
construction schedule with property
owners is intended to minimize
business interruptions for the water taxi
service, Jax River Cruises, and the
hotels and restaurants along the
Southbank Riverwalk.
“I expect for us to work it out,” said
Brown in regard to a question about
access to the water through the Crowne
Plaza Riverfront Hotel property. “These

things take time but at the end of the
day we’ll have it all worked out.”
The Mayor felt that the initial challenges were overcome by good leadership. “Providing strong leadership on
the project, staying on top of it, making
sure we work with all the stakeholders,

Local media huddled under umbrellas while
Councilman Don Redman spoke about the Southbank
Riverwalk construction project

good communication, everyone was
working together and we all had the
same shared vision and goal,” said
Brown. “Karen Bowling led the charge,
she got it done and I want to commend
her for working with everyone, all the
stakeholders, which makes the difference. It was about the
leadership.”
Some portions of the Riverwalk will
not be completed under the nearly $15
million budget. Although the money
was set aside with the intention of
reconstructing the entire Riverwalk, in
the more than two years of negotiations
with property owners, prices increased
and the budget is now not sufficient to
cover the whole stretch.
“At almost every single turn we
encountered some legitimate problem.
If you have a business along the
Riverwalk, you are concerned about
noise during construction. To Haskell’s
credit, they reworked and reworked and
reworked plans, with absolutely everybody who presented a barrier or obstacle to getting this done,” said Bowling.
“I feel very proud that we’re here today
and we’re starting.”
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GO
GIVER
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Q. How long have you volunteered
with the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida?
Since 2001 I’ve served on their
board of directors concentrating on
facilities, programs and fundraising. I
am most interested in making sure the
Club facilities are sound and
equipped with all the resources they
need. I especially enjoy working on
special projects and activities for the
kids. As an attorney (Smith, Gambrell &
Russell Managing Partner) I also offer
legal counsel.
Q. Clubs president Shannon Perry,
Ph.D., said that your deep affection for
the Clubs dates back to your college
days and that you are a major part of
their solid foundation.You were
involved with the Clubs before joining
the Board?
I always enjoyed working with
youngsters from underprivileged backgrounds, teaching them swimming
and sports. As a college student, I
worked summers as a youth recreation counselor in the public parks of
my hometown, Hialeah. As a senior I
joined the staff of the Boys Club of
Gainesville as youth counselor.
Working for the club director who was
a strong mentor to the Boys Club
members and staff, I saw the difference one person could make in the
lives of deserving young people at a
critical time in their lives – which I have
never forgotten.
Q. What is the mission of the Boys
& Girls Clubs?
The mission is to inspire and enable
youth, ages 5-18, especially those from
disadvantaged circumstances, to realize their full potential as productive,
responsible and caring adults. The
Clubs provide a safe place where kids
can go after school to enjoy recreational and enrichment activities

Getting to know Dana Bradford

under the direction of caring staff who
serve as mentors and strong role models. The goal is to help kids toward
academic success, to develop good
character, citizenship and a healthy
lifestyle.

Q. What are some important
statistics about the members of
Northeast Florida’s Boys & Girls Clubs.?
• 82% of members are on free or
reduced lunches
• 79% are from households under
$28,000 annual income
• Only 33% of members live with
both parents
• 94% are promoted to the next
grade level before summer school
• 100% of our middle and high
school members have not become
teen mothers
• 95% of members have not
entered the juvenile justice system

Q. Do you want to encourage
readers to volunteer or support the
Boys & Girls Clubs, or another youth
charity of their choice?
I absolutely encourage anyone of
any age to volunteer. I was from a
modest background and was fortunate to grow up in Dade County
where the parks and recreational facilities provided me with a place to go
and a healthy way to spend my free
time. I was a real “park rat”.
Jacksonville is a large city and the
Clubs are all located in neighborhoods where many children are at
greater risk of poverty, school failure,
poor health and risky behaviors (14
locations in Duval, Nassau and St.
Johns Counties serve more than 3,600
kids). These Clubs really make a difference to kids and there are many ways
to volunteer or support the organization. Visit the website: bgcnf.org.
Q. Your wife Donna, son Jeff and
daughter Shannon all volunteer also?
Donna plays with a handbell choir
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for two churches; they perform for
retirement homes and at Pine Castle
which serves people with developmental and acquired disabilities. My
son Jeff and his wife Andrea live in
Cary, NC with my three granddaughters, twins Riley and Zoe, 7, and Ellie, 4.
Jeff, 36 and also an attorney, was in a
minor car accident that actually
saved his life when a medical exam
discovered he had a brain tumor. The
tumor was successfully removed at
Duke University and now he participates in Angels Among Us annual
walk to raise funds for brain cancer
research at the Duke Brain Cancer
Center. My daughter Shannon, 24,
works locally for Beeline in software
sales and she is active with Rotaract
(Rotary-sponsored service club for
young adults 18-35). They just finished their Black Tie & Blue
Jeans Gala which this year
raised funds for the JLG Brain
Cancer Foundation.
Shannon also is a volunteer

“The mission is to
inspire and enable
youth, ages 5-18,
especially those
from disadvantaged
circumstances, to
realize their full
potential as productive,
responsible and
caring adults.“

for Jacksonville’s Finest (young professionals) who raise funds to benefit
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Shannon
was honored as among the group’s
top five fundraisers for the 2013 event.

Q. What does the Bradford family
enjoy after work and volunteer
activities?
We enjoy travel, exercise, working
out and water sports at Lake Santa Fe.
I like to golf. On our wish list is visiting
the countries in
Europe we have
not yet seen; our
real pipe dream
is a trip to
Australia and
New Zealand.
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Suzanne Catto
Suzanne Catto
and Mae Axton

Piggly Wiggly nearby and then a
Publix, she remembers, before it moved
to the Lakewood area. The family
attended Southside Methodist Church.
With a strict mother and very loving
father watching over her, Catto attended first DuPont School, then Hendricks
Avenue Elementary, then DuPont for
Jr./Sr. High School.
“I remember feeling so free riding
my bike around San Jose, and we
would cut through the cemetery
[Oaklawn] for a shortcut to St.
Augustine Road,” she recalled. “We
had to be back through by dusk
because that is when the gates would
close.”

Suzanne
and Elvis

BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Longtime Jacksonville resident
Suzanne Catto of Empire Point
can’t imagine being any more blessed
than she felt while growing up in the
Miramar area of Jacksonville. The ‘50s
and ‘60s of her childhood were wonderful, she recalls.
Catto’s parents bought a house near
where the Miramar Shopping Center is
today – partly because that area was
zoned for a park at the time and that
was a draw for the family. There was a
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Even though Catto was a tomboy,
her mother insisted on dancing, hoping
it would give her a lot of poise, she
laughs. She took modern and jazz from
Earl Bagley and Phil Phillips, then
from Mary Weaver Lucker on LaSalle
Street.
There was a Flamingo Shopping
Center on Hendricks Avenue, where the
Gate gas station is today. Catto and her

“Have you seen my keys?”

Have you
cleaned
my ﬂeas?
Lost in Translation?
Sometimes what we hear is not what was said and
words are lost in translation. Hearing loss can develop
gradually, before you know it you’ve lost more than your
ability to differentiate between sounds, you’ve lost the
self conﬁdence necessary to actively participate in the
language of life.
At ENT & Hearing Care Associates, our certiﬁed master
audiologist, Allison Evans Waters, works in conjunction
with our board-certiﬁed Ear, Nose and Throat physician to
evaluate and ﬁt you with the hearing assistance solution
that’s right for you. Our risk free 30-day evaluation period
allows you to get the boost you need for more natural
hearing out of a high performance device.

The Oticon Alta Pro is one
of the possible solutions for
your hearing needs.

Call us today at
904.387.3001
and experience
hearing translation
at the speed of sound.

We offer digital aids from manufacturers who are
innovative industry leaders in feedback elimination and
improved clarity with a demonstrated commitment to
research and development.

We go the extra mile.
$E0AUL "LDG AT 3T 6INCENTS (OSPITAL s 2 Shircliff Way, Suite #700 s Jacksonville, FL 32204
0HONE  s WWWNFOANET

friends frequented the drugstore located
in the painted stucco building to get
“sundries” and a coke.
The kids often went to the early
matinee on Saturdays at the San Marco
Theater. Twenty-five cents, plus a couple of Pepsi bottle tops would get them
in the door.
“I remember juggling that money
and tops in my hand on the way there,
so afraid that I would drop the quarter,”
laughed Catto. “Also, on Saturdays, my
mom and I would ride the bus to
Hemming Plaza and go to all the glorious shops that were located downtown.”
The official city limits ended at
Gadsden Road – that was as far as the
buses would go. University Boulevard
was called Longwood Road up to
Beach Boulevard, after which it had a
different name. It was later changed to
University Boulevard because it went
all the way to Jacksonville University.
One of the most treasured Catto
family traditions was attending the
Little Theatre (now Theatre
Jacksonville).
“We had season tickets every year,
and we were always there on opening
night,” Catto said. “My father would
always wear a tux, and I would wear a
party dress. I still have season tickets,
and I still put something special on. I
don’t walk through those precious
doors that I don’t think about my family going there. It will always be the
Little Theatre to me.”
Catto still keeps in close touch with
her 1963 graduating class from DuPont
High School, where she has many fond
memories of teacher Mae Boren Axton.
Axton later went on to be a songwriter,
penning the words to “Heartbreak

Hotel.” The Elvis manatee in Catto’s
yard has particular significance because
of that connection.
“There was nothing like the San
Marco area during the 50s and 60s,”
said Catto. “I didn’t need to go anywhere else – my whole world was right
there.”

Looking
for holiday
memories
If you are age 70 or older,
The Resident is seeking
your holiday memories,
traditions or favorite places
from Jacksonville years
past for the December
Way We Were column.
If you have a favorite
Jacksonville tidbit to share
from a yesteryear holiday,
please send a detailed
description via e-mail to
Ljpittman@comcast.net or
call Laura Jane Pittman at
(904) 200-0070. Please
include your full name,
age, address, phone
number and how long
you’ve lived in Jacksonville.
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Affordable Home Care Services
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Quilts for a cause are labors of love for quilters
Gay Montgomery, of Ortega, with Dinosaurs at
Home, one of her three quilts hanging in the show

show. Her favorite, Dinosaurs at
Home, took about 10 days to create
and then it was sent to Cathy Roark
to quilt on a long-arm quilting
machine. “It makes me happy,”
Montgomery said of her quilt. “I
might just give it to my eight-monthold grandson.”
Montgomery’s Galaxy Stars quilt
will be sent with other Quilts of
Valor to Georgia to be distributed to Gay Montgomery’s Quilt of Valor
will be donated to someone in
servicemen and women. “I made it the service.
large enough to keep the nose and
the toes warm,” she noted.
Seven Sisters Guild supports nearly 30 charities in the
greater Jacksonville area, including Daniel Foundation,
Sulzbacher Homeless Center, and St. Catherine Labouré
Manor.

BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The ticket sales line snaked through the lobby of the Prime Osborn
Convention Center last month when quilters from all over the country converged
on Jacksonville to ooh and ah over more than 400 “works of art.”
Quilts of all shapes, sizes and yes, dimension, were on display during the
three-day show. Many of the quilts sported jewelry, buttons, padded appliqués,
feathers and even Scrabble tiles, creating works of art more suited for hanging
on the wall than covering a bed.
Local quilters from each of the seven guilds comprising Quiltfest, Inc. took
turns at guild booths which displayed their benefit quilts. The All Star Quilters
Guild will donate proceeds from the raffle of “Stars All Around” to benefit
Camp Amigo, the Children’s Burn Camp of North Florida. Approximately 25 to
35 women worked on the quilt and said they stopped counting hours after 60.
Gay Montgomery, a former quilt teacher and member of the Seven Sisters
Guild that meets at Riverside Presbyterian Church, submitted three quilts for the

Back, Cathy Jones and Diane Stewart, of the Southside; front, Miriam Burkhart, San Jose and Sharyn Potfay, Murray Hill, at the
All Star Quilters Guild booth last month at the Quiltfest. Behind the women is “Stars All Around,” the guild’s benefit raffle quilt
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Sweet Tomato Queens return to entertain
SUBMITTED BY
LEIGHTON HOLMES TESCHE

asked to perform.
For this (as past college cheerleaders), we are prepared to sing and perform a choreographed number or two.
We make many, many friends doing
this and have a blast in the meantime.
Most everyone asks who we are and
just why we do this. Our answer is
always the same: We are old college

piano), Medure’s, BoneFish, and
Aqua Grill.
We got facials in the beach condo
from Hila Head of Riverside, and
went to The Alhambra to see a play
written (it seems) just for us called
“The Dixie Swim Club” (about five
college friends who were on the swim
team and who get together once a

Many years ago my college suitemates (who all live in North Carolina)
and I decided that life was too short
not to keep up the fun we had in college.
Of the group, like so many other
small groups of close friends,
we have been through breast
cancer, loss of children,
divorce, surgeries, etc. So in
1990, 20 years after graduation
from NC State, we started getting together once a year
(mostly for therapy and laughter purposes!) and surprising
each other in crazy costumes
(bag lady, cone-heads, farmers,
cows, bikers, Blues Sisters,
etc.) upon arrivals. Until one
day I decided we should settle
on a persona of something
more suitable and glamorous.
So, after much research, we
became self-appointed “Sweet
Tomato Queens” and have been
The Sweet Tomato Queens in full costume, left to right: Peggy Seymore, Leighton Tesche, Susan Archer, Lindy Anderson
so ever since.
and Barbara Biedenbach
The girls and I return to the
beaches of Jacksonville most every
buddies and “Why not”?
year). In the time in-between these
summer where we used to spend our
Last month, my girlfriends
activities we managed long walks on
college Spring Break. Wearing our red (Barbara Biedenbach of Wrightsville
the beach, lots of guacamole dip,
or black (NC State colors are red and
Beach, NC, Susan Archer of
much girl-talk and a whole lot of
white) cocktail dresses, red boas,
Morrisville, NC, Lindy Anderson and laughing! The theme (and we always
crowns, long gloves, red wigs and
Peggy Seymore, both of Raleigh, NC) have one) for the weekend was “65
“go-go” boots, we go out at night to
and I, Leighton Tesche of Venetia),
(oops, 55) and Still Alive!” Never
the local pubs, dance clubs and eating entertained the beaches performing at underestimate the power of friendship
establishments and are inevitably
Seasons 52 (with Murray Goff at the
and laughter.

Delivery to Your Home
or Business!
Your FULL SERVICE
neighborhood pharmacy,
and specialists
in compounded
medications.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Securities offered through Linsco Private Ledger
(LPL) Member NASD/SPIC.
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Call Gary Roberts Today!

www.SouthBankRX.com

904.398.9660

Located at 1625 Atlantic Blvd (corner of Atlantic & Arcadia)
Serving San Marco, Riverside, Southside, Downtown and outlying areas
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AARP Tax-Aide
in need of
volunteers
AARP Tax-Aide, the nation’s largest
free, volunteer-run tax preparation and
assistance service, is seeking volunteers to help taxpayers who are seeking assistance preparing and filing their
2013 tax returns. Volunteers do not
need to be an AARP member or retiree
to participate, but do need to be comfortable using computers. For more
information visit www.aarp.org/
tavolunteer8, call 1-888-OUR-AARP
(1-888-687-2277), or local recruitment
volunteer Ken McEnery at
(904) 540-7465.

Need Help Understanding
Your Medicare Choices?

OPEN ENROLLMENT DATES:
October 15 - December 7, 2013

If you have MEDICARE and want to make a
change - call me to review your options.
ARE YOU: Turning 65? Under 65 & on
disability? Medicare & Medicaid eligible?
Unhappy with your current plan?

Valentina Brant, Brant Consulting, Inc.

904-610-4884
“The M Group” 800-917-9580 x3035
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Bolles alumni bring joy to
African orphans
Jacqueline Flynn,
Sarah Bates and
Grace Marrese
spent time at an
African orphanage
in memory of
classmate
McKenzie Wilson

Three Bolles Class of 2013 graduates traveled to Africa this summer to support the
Riverside-based McKenzie Noelle Wilson
Foundation’s global outreach efforts in Uganda,
Africa. Jacqueline Flynn (San Jose), Sarah
Bates (Avondale), and Grace Marrese (where)
spent more than two weeks with children of the
foundation’s Amaka ga McKenzie, or

“McKenzie’s Home,” orphanages. The orphanage facilities are named in the memory of
Bolles student McKenzie Wilson, who passed
away in 2010 and would have been part of the
Class of 2013.
“The trip was an eye-opening experience
especially seeing the poverty – the bond we
formed with the orphans are ones that no

matter what, will never be broken,” said Flynn,
who is studying biological science at Florida
State University this fall. “The time with the
kids was very important to me because I wanted to make sure each and every one of them
knew that they were loved regardless if they
had a mom or dad.”
Bates, a University of Georgia freshman
who was the former president of Club Kenzie
at Bolles, described her involvement with the
foundation as a way to still feel close to her
good friend McKenzie – and help others at the
same time. She said the group helped orphans
with their chores once they returned from
school in the afternoon.
“They had to hand wash their school uniforms and shine their shoes every single day,
and I never heard the slightest complaint while
they were doing it,” Bates said. She enjoyed
playing soccer with the children during their
down time while others spent the rest of the
day reading or drawing with the orphans before

attending evening worship sessions and dinner.
“There are so many memories that will forever
be imbedded in my mind, particularly watching
the kids worship before dinner – they play the
drums and sing praises at the top of their
lungs. These kids have nothing compared to all
of us back in the States but to them, they have
God, and that is all they ever need.”
All three Bolles alumni who visited Uganda
were grateful to have been given the opportunity to support McKenzie’s mission at school,
and to have lived it out through their summer
experience.
“By Bolles being so welcoming to
McKenzie’s foundation and it essentially being
the ‘home base’ for Club Kenzie, my trip to
Uganda felt so rewarding,” Flynn said. “I felt as
if I had the entire community of Bolles for support because going to a Third World country to
me was terrifying. But in the end, I could not
have asked it to go any more perfect than it
did.”

Inspiring new learning opportunities spark creativity
San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS)
launched a new STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) initiative at the start of the
school year. The new program includes a
series called INSPIRE! which will provide students with authentic learning opportunities in
these areas to spark their creativity and ingenuity and to inspire them to get involved with
all the opportunities these fields lead to in
helping others and improving the world.
The INSPIRE! Series involves inviting professionals in the STEAM fields to share with
students interesting things about their work
and what inspired them to choose their pro-

fession. Guests will include engineers (including civil, mechanical,
chemical, aerospace and robotic),
physicians, physicists, computer
software programmers and developers, architects, graphic designers,
healthcare professionals, scientists,
aviators, environmental/nature scientists, marine biologists, musicians
and artists.
SJEDS will also offer students in
fourth through sixth grades the
opportunity to have access to the
new LEGO Robotics materials to
learn how to design and program

functioning robots to perform certain tasks.
Also, the school’s Tech
Connect lab was reconfigured for
students to work in groups and
with larger engineering projects.
Kits will be available for all grade
levels to encourage creative building and engineering. Students also
have access to the latest technology available, such as Chrome
Books, iPads, SmartBoards and
Cloud-based projects.
Joelle, a fourth grade student at SJEDS,
participates in the INSPIRE! series

Celebrate Beloved Traditions — and Make New Ones!
®

Christmas at Gaylord Palms Resort

It’s the most wonderful time of the year in sunny Florida!
November 23, 2013 – January 5, 2014
Make it a Christmas to remember at Gaylord Palms, where two million twinkling lights, lavish decor and an amazing
54-foot majestic Christmas tree create a holiday atmosphere like no other. Delight in fine dining, eclectic shopping and
festive entertainment, including ICE! — more than two million pounds of colorful, hand-carved ice slides and sculptures
featuring Frosty the Snowman. It’s a holiday celebration you’ll never forget.

Book your holiday getaway today!

ChristmasAtGaylordPalms.com
ICE! PRESENTED BY

or call (407) 586-2000
Shrek, Madagascar, Kung Fu Panda and all related characters and properties © 2013 DreamWorks Animation L.L.C. Frosty the Snowman TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment
Inc. & Classic Media, LLC. Based on the musical composition FROSTY THE SNOWMAN © Warner/Chappell. Pepsi and Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.
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Arts experience gives
foster teens a voice

Left: Brenda Stewart, left, and Kathryn
McAvoy with David Abramowitz, director of
DCF for North Florida
Below: FSS Board member Ashley JuarezSmith with FSS CEO Lee Kaywork

Just Like Me cultivates
self-expression
Foster and former foster
teens performed a wrap-up of
a three-week cultural arts program offered by Family Support
Services of North Florida (FSS)
in July. The “Just Like Me”
Cultural Arts and Education
The unique
Experience was led by Brenda
summer camp
Stewart, staff member of FSS,
focused on
and Kathryn McAvoy of The
music, dance,
Performers Academy.
writing and phoThe local teens demonstrattography as therCandace Monroe, of FSS, with Christy and Ali Ponder
ed theatrical presentations of
apeutic tools to
dance, video, music and visual arts as they
cultivate self-expression. Participating teens
told their personal stories and exhibited their
also learned about education, training and
talents.
careers in their talent areas as they engaged in

therapeutic exploration of their lives and
feelings.
“Our foster teens are exploring the arts,
cultivating self-expression and developing
their individual talents as they create from
within,” said Lee Kaywork, chief executive officer, FSS. “Children in foster care have faced
many obstacles and unpleasant experiences in
their young lives and this cultural program
encourages them to think about their lives and

to focus on who
they are as a
person.”
FSS partnered for the
second year
with The
Performers
Academy, a
local performing
arts studio.
Kaywork said,
“Every opportunity FSS provides to enhance
the lives of foster youth and to open their eyes
to new experiences helps them gain skills and
insight that will enable them to become
successful adults.”

Brunell chips away at pledge with golf classic check
Mark Brunell, former Jacksonville Jaguar
quarterback and now football coach at the
Episcopal High School of Jacksonville recently
presented a $44,000 check to Wolfson Children’s
Hospital.
These proceeds, from an April 2013
Celebrity Dinner Gala and from the Mark Brunell
Golf Classic, are a gift from the Brunell Family
Foundation and help honor his pledge of
$250,000 to pediatric neurology services at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh
Greene and Wolfson Children’s Hospital
President Michael D. Aubin accepted the donation on Sept. 13.

The Brunell Family Foundation began in 1997
while Mark was playing for the Jacksonville
Jaguars. Two years earlier, Mark and Stacy’s oldest son Jacob was hospitalized at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital after being diagnosed with a
respiratory infection when he was six weeks old.
Fortunately, Jacob received quality medical care
and is now a healthy active young man. This
experience motivated the Brunells to establish a
foundation to benefit critically ill children and
their families. Since 1997, the Brunell Family
Foundation has raised more than $1 million for
charity, including Wolfson Children’s Hospital, the
Ronald McDonald House of Jacksonville, and
Dreams Come True.

Representatives of Jersey Mike’s, one of the sponsors of the Mark Brunell Celebrity Golf Classic, including franchisee Ryan McLaughlin, with 16-year-old patient Ryan Minor, Mark Brunell, and Wolfson Children’s Hospital
President Michael D. Aubin accept a check from Mark Brunell, proceeds from the 2013 Celebrity Dinner Gala and
Mark Brunell Golf Classic held in April

RIVERSIDE Presbyterian Day School

Now accepting PreK 3 - 6th Grade applications for 2014 - 15

Share in the Wonder
of a Riverside Education

830 Oak Street

|

Jacksonville, FL 32204

|

904.353.3459

|

www.rpds.com
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Brian Enoch, David Blaquiere, NJROTC Master Chief Kevin Harris and Ken Dean participated

These boys all decked out in Jaguar blue are ready to play flag football

Youth flag football a
breath of fresh air

The potential future Jaguars on the white-shirted team posed for a picture between scrimmages

BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Are you ready for some football? Local children are getting in on the game by participating in the Catholic Flag Football League (CFFL)
held September through November on the
campus of Assumption Catholic School.
CFFL is now in its 14th year and hosts175
kids ranging in age from six to 13. It is run
exclusively by volunteers, including the referees who are Bishop Kenny High School
NJROTC cadets. Master Chief Kevin Harris, a
Naval Science Instructor at Bishop Kenny, who
has coordinated cadet involvement for the past
eight years, said it provides an opportunity for
the referees to develop leadership, self-confidence and discipline. “The leadership skills we

learn in class can be practiced out there,”
Harris said.
According to Ken Dean, a St. Nicholas resident and one of the founders of the league, the
CFFL strives to provide a Christian atmosphere
while teaching young athletes valuable lessons
about teamwork and fair play. “We (Mark Plotz
and Mike Soha, the other two league founders)
took everything we liked from the leagues we
played in and got rid of everything we didn’t
like,” Dean explained. “We have a code of conduct with an emphasis on the player.”
Bruce Hinschberger, one of the CFFL’s
directors, said many kids from this league,
which uses the NFL flag football program as a
guideline, have gone on to play for local high
schools.
Still, the program’s foundation is more
about a winning attitude than winning the

game. “The league’s focus is not on winning,
but providing a Christian environment for kids
to learn positive values like sportsmanship,
competition and teamwork while learning the
fundamentals of football,” Hinschberger said.
Erik Airheart, a league coach and St.

Nicholas resident whose son Sammy has
played in the program for the past three years,
said, “the CFFL’s safe and secure environment
founded on principles of good sportsmanship,
teamwork, faith and family is a breath of fresh
air.”
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Germ of an idea becomes museum
for all ages How MOSH grew from the Children’s Museum
ROBIN ROBINSON, PRESIDENT,
JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Children’s Museum of Jacksonville grew
from the seed planted by Madge Wallace, a teacher
at the New Riverside School in 1910.
Wallace began by exhibiting a small naturalist
collection for her students which came from her
backyard. As her classroom presentation and displays grew in popularity, so did the ideas for developing the concept which eventually became the
Jacksonville Children’s Museum. Two other teachers, Miss Mary Frei and Mrs. Caroline Stout of the
Fishweir School, joined her in this endeavor.

By 1948, with the support of community funding, the
museum expanded and was housed in the Victorian
house located at 1061 Riverside Avenue shown in the
picture above. As can be seen from the entryway, it was
open to the public and admission was free. It remained
in this building for over 20 years.
Photos from the State of Florida Archives, Florida Memory project

Displays at this time included representations
of body parts such as an ear or heart which children could crawl through to see the inner workings of the body for a visual and tactile experience.
In 1988 the scope of the museum expanded
with the addition of the Alexander Brest
Planetarium. At the same time the name was
changed to the Museum of Science and History
(MOSH) to better encompass the essence of what
the museum had become. No longer a museum
simply for children, MOSH’s mission today is “to
inspire the joy of lifelong learning by bringing to
life the sciences and regional history.”

6:30 PM - 10 PM

Gates Open from 6:30-9 pm,
Zoo closes at 10 pm

Children are shown here enjoying an aquarium
on display. In late 1969, the museum reopened in a
new building on Southside next to the Main Street
Bridge, retaining the motto first created by its
founding teachers, “Curiosity is the Beginning of
Wisdom.” With its expanded display space and
growing popularity it became renowned and
attracted visitors from the entire region, including
those from Georgia.

A photo from 1972 shows the entrance to the
new Jacksonville Children’s Museum.

OCTOBER 18-20, 25-31

FEATURING: HUNDREDS OF JACK-O’-LANTERNS, AN ENCHANTED
FOREST, PIRATES, CANDY, SCARE ZONES, “ROAD TO OZ,” PLENTY OF
ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS, AND NEW SURPRISES!

$8 MEMBERS
$10 NON-MEMBERS
Presented by:

NOW OPEN

