Noah Peterson of
Murray Hill picked out
his favorite pumpkin
from the patch
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The Ortega United Methodist
Church youth were at it again in
October selling pumpkins to
area residents. Proceeds from
their 21st annual event help
fund mission trips and other
youth events. The group took
two deliveries of pumpkins and
sold them through the end of
October. The youth and their
families volunteered for twohour shifts manning the patch
each day.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PAGE B29
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Artist gives a
lasting gift
Kate Rouh created this beautiful piece of art, literally piece by
piece, in the archway in the gazebo at Yacht Basin Park. “I had
the broad view that it would be flowers and birds, but I made it
up as I went along,” said Rouh. The goal is to have the gazebo,
including its floor, completed by the end of the year.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SEE GAZEBO ON PAGE
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Celebrating the season, the North Florida Chapter of Safari Club
International got together to share stories, catch up on the agenda and
celebrate the season at the Broward family property. For more on the
event, the sharing of memories and family ties in regard to a true
"thanksgiving" story

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SEE PAGE
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In this month of Thanksgiving, as we reflect on our
many blessings, Seth and I first want to express our gratitude for you – our neighbors, friends and family in this
close-knit, caring community.
When you turn the pages of this issue I think that you
will be touched by the spirit of giving that makes our
neighborhood unique. You will also be inspired, as we are,
by an incredible cross-section of compassionate residents,
from well-known philanthropists to dedicated staff at nonprofit organizations to the neighbor who helps in ways you
might not know.
But you will know, as we do, that help is right around
the corner for anyone in need, and that generosity abounds
in the hearts of people who live and work in this wonderful community.
We have personally experienced that kind of benevolence during the past year as our family struggled with the
unexpected tragedy that occurred on January 3, when my
father, Dr. Vincent Kerr, fell down a flight of stairs and

broke his neck. Still active in his 40-year veterinary practice, my dad was suddenly paralyzed and strapped to a
wheelchair, and facing the biggest challenge of his life.
We are so thankful to report that he is recovering, slowly but surely, from his spinal cord injury. He and my
mother Diane are also thankful for the many expressions
of love and concern they have received from you, their
caring neighbors.
As we celebrate Giving and Thanksgiving 2013, I’ll
share with you some beautiful words of thanks from Ralph
Waldo Emerson:
For each new morning with its light, For rest and shelter
of the night, For health and food, for love and friends, For
everything Thy goodness sends.
Each morning and each evening now, Seth and I take a
moment to thank God for our health and happiness, for the
good people in our lives, and for the fabulous community
in which we reside.

Pamela Bradford Williams
Publisher
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Third time’s no charm; density still biggest concern
Developer moves forward with
final plans
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Despite vowing in July that he
would “continue to work these plans
until we come up with a win-win for
everybody,” Chase Properties president
and CEO Michael Balanky has filed
final plans after a public meeting with
residents for the third and final time
early last month. “We’re moving forward [with what was presented],”
Balanky said after the meeting.
Although the City of Jacksonville’s
Planning Department has attended each
public meeting as well as many of the
private ones, there is, of course, no
indication from the Planning
Department as to which way they are
leaning. “We don’t know how they are
going to receive it,” continued Balanky.
But, in his opinion, “I think it’s going
to be good for the city. I’ve had so
many positive comments. Those pictures don’t hold a candle to how it’s
going to look.”
The final plans were filed on
October 24 with the Planning
Commission, which will hold a public
hearing on Nov. 14 at 1 p.m. at City
Hall. Following that meeting, the developer will present to the Land Use and
Zoning Committee but that date is
pending, as is the date of City
Council’s final public hearing on the
bill [2013-0342].
Balanky opened the final town hall

meeting with an acknowledgement that
his final plans are still probably considered to be too dense for nearby residents. “I hope you understand, respect
and appreciate the fact that I’m not
going to be able to get everybody to be
pleased about what we’re going to do. I
still respect your position on that; just
because we don’t agree doesn’t mean
you don’t have a valid point,” he noted.
“We’re trying to do the best we can for
the neighborhood and for our
company.”
He also stated that “while some people may feel like the project is not to
scale from an architectural standpoint,
it is to scale, in our opinion. ELM
(Ervin Lovett Miller) would not do a
project that would tarnish their
reputation.”
The San Marco developer went
through the issues one by one and provided his responses to those concerns
that were initially brought up at the first
community meeting back in May.
Addressing residents’ concerns
The first issue noted was that the
project was too tall, based on the initial
application which called for a 16-story
building, the approximate height of the
current 50-year-old apartment building.
The developer and the architect are
now proposing three buildings that are
five, four and one story tall, spreading
the number of units out rather than up.
Next, members of Riverside
Avondale Preservation said that the
project does not comply with the
Riverside Avondale Overlay, while residents on Dupont Circle objected to the

Russ Ervin,
architect for
St. Johns Village
property, shows
the proposed
apartments in
contrast with
the existing
Commander
Apartments

proposed width of the buffers between
their property and proposed structures.
To comply with the Overlay, the height
of the tallest proposed building was
reduced from 160 feet to 60 feet, not
including a roofline feature for the
garage on top of the highest building.
And, “we have increased the buffers to
meet or exceed the requirements,” stated Balanky. “In every case, the buffer
we have now is dramatically better than
the existing buffer and we have
increased green space over the existing
project.”

Wayne’s concern; going into the future
he didn’t want to have a land use
amendment to contend with at another
time.”
The fourth issue addressed was concerns about road safety. Residents have
repeatedly indicated that the S-curve
right in front of the property is a problem for vehicles trying to make left
turns from either direction on St. Johns
Avenue. The developer’s response: “We
agreed to do some road enhancements
right at the S-curve, reducing the width
of the lanes at DOT’s recommendation

An attendee at the third community meeting scrutinizes
the renderings of the proposed development

One of the major issues was opposition to the land use amendment for the
St. Johns Village property which would
change it from CGC (community/general commercial) to HDR (high density
residential). The developer dropped the
land use amendment. “We had a hard
time with that, but Wayne [Wood]
insisted that had to go; we heard that,
we got creative and figured out a way
how to do it without a land use
change,” said Balanky. “I understand

and we’re going to enhance pedestrian
accessibility, including the sidewalks.”
Insufficient parking was another
concern that residents had for the proposed retail space, which could include
an upscale restaurant and a coffee shop.
The developer’s answer to the neighborhood’s concerns about lack of parking was to nearly double the
Overlay’s requirements. “The Overlay
allowed for a 50% reduction but we
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did not take it,” responded
Balanky.
What continues to be the thorniest issue is the fear that the project is
too dense, and will result in too
much traffic.
While the developer has chiseled
away at the number of units and net
leasable square footage (dropping
from 339 to 260 units and from
302,000 to 282,000 square feet), the
refrain from RAP and residents in
the Arden, Fishweir and Fairfax
neighborhoods continues to be “It’s
too big.”
At the Oct. 9 meeting, Dr. Wayne
Wood asked “How big is this really?
You’ve heard us say this property is
still too dense.” He noted that the
building’s footprint is much bigger
than the Castillo de San Marcos fort
in St. Augustine and twice as tall,
and that, as proposed, it’s bigger than
EverBank Field.
“Friends, that’s a big, massive
building…too big for our neighborhood,” he continued. “We need to do
some more scaling down; we’re not
there yet. The original PUD at 166
units is closer to the density that this
project deserves and needs.”
During the question-and-answer
period after the presentations, Jack
Swiadek, representing the Fishweir
neighborhood, requested that the
developer cut his proposed number
of units in half – to 130, and create
condos rather than apartments.
Others at the gathering indicated they
would be satisfied if the total number
of units did not exceed that of the
2006 PUD.
Whether the project includes 260
units or 166 or something in
between, the net leasable square
footage at 282,000 square feet won’t
change and that is what drove the
traffic study, according to Steve
Diebenow, attorney for the development. Cutting the retail space in half
will result in substantially less traffic,
noted Balanky. “The retail is where
the traffic comes from. The more
dramatically you reduce the retail,
the more dramatically you reduce the
impacts.”
At meeting’s end, those in attendance were urged to send emails –
pro or con – to District 14
Councilman Jim Love and to the
Planning Department prior to the
Nov. 14 public hearing.
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Condos vs apartments
What’s the driver for new development?
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
From all appearances, the development bust in
Jacksonville is over. Five skinny years in construction followed the heady housing success of the early 2000s and now
developers are again coming out in small force with exciting
– and yes, controversial – developments on both sides of the
river.
As reported in The Resident, Hallmark Partners is undertaking new projects for both luxury condominiums at
Beacon Riverside and apartments at 220 Riverside targeted
at professionals working downtown. At the same time, the
revitalization of two pre-2008-economic-downturn development projects has taken a turn from condos to apartment
complexes.
The Resident reached out to respected professionals in the
financial and real estate industries for their take on what’s
driving which type of building and why.
According to Gil Pomar, president of CenterState Bank’s
Northeast Florida Region, from a lender’s standpoint, there
are pros and cons to each. “Condos are easier to lend to in a
sense because typically they are 50 percent or so presold
which greatly reduces the market/project risk assuming the
deposits are large and non-refundable,” Pomar explained.
“Apartments typically have no preleasing requirement when
getting financing because it is not practical, so in essence, if
you build it…they better come.”
Anita Vining, Prudential Network Realty, concurs.
“Typically before a bank will loan a developer money for a
condominium project they require them to have a certain
percentage of pre-sales or reservations by potential purchasers. Banks today are very strict about the number of
investor buys versus actual resident buyers,” she said.
Pomar further noted that from a demographic standpoint,
apartments are appealing because the country in general now
has a younger population that is waiting longer to marry and
have children. “They also (financially)
need a roommate in most cases and
leasing does not require the same commitment from a roommate that home
ownership has.”
In addition, the financial requirements for home mortgages are also
more stringent than before, especially
for condos, and those who have had
foreclosures or short sales generally
have to lease until they can build their
credit back up, the CenterState Bank
executive noted. “I believe this is driving so much of the apartment construction around town,” Pomar said. “There
is more big/outside-Jacksonville equity
fund money chasing apartments in general versus condos as well. From a practical matter, apartments can be a hold
investment for a long period of time
while, by definition, the developer is
effectively out of the investment once
all of the units are sold which they hope

will be very short term.”
From a realtor’s perspective, Vining offered: “With a need
for apartments in the San Marco area, and frankly Avondale
as well, it makes sense that developers are building as apartments but, as in past years, if the market demands change it
is very possible you will see those apartments convert to
condominiums.”
The Commander redevelopment project was originally
slated to be a luxury high-rise condominium, but the plans
filed with City of Jacksonville Planning Department now call
for luxury apartments in three buildings no higher than five
stories. Chase Properties developer Michael Balanky has
indicated that the luxury build on St. Johns Avenue is being
planned with an eye toward conversion in the future.
“My guess is that [the Commander redevelopment] is
going apartment, not because the banks are less likely to lend
on condos, but it is more that Mike [Balanky] believes it is a
better apartment market in that location in this environment
and/or 50 percent presales requirement for condos is too difficult in that location in this environment,” Pomar said.
“There was a time when presales on condos were relatively
easy. That is no longer the case for the reasons mentioned,
plus a lot of the deposits from consumers to hold their units
before the bubble burst were not large or firm enough and
buyers simply walked on them…which of course led to
higher supply, a plunge in prices, lots of foreclosures and
short sales.”
As with Avondale’s Commander project, a mixed-use plan
for both residential and retail was recently proposed for East
San Marco, a joint venture between The St. Joe Company,
Regency Centers and Whitehall Realty Partners, which will
develop the multi-family complex.
East San Marco was originally proposed with fewer, larger units as luxury condos but, like Chase Properties’
Avondale plan, will instead be built with more, smaller apartments. While both developments will include retail, the East
San Marco project will include a new Publix.
“The East San Marco project was committed with a grocery store, but from what I have heard, the grocery store
chain would not start construction without a commitment for
a residential project on top,” Vining shared.
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Billboard companies seeking ordinance to go digital
Opponents invoking 1987
referendum to keep City
free of ‘blight’
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Sign, sign everywhere a sign … and
if efforts by some local advocates are
any indication, it’s a sure sign that they
don’t want them. Proposed legislation
could reverse components of a 1987
charter amendment passed by a voter
referendum which stopped the construction of new billboards and
removed hundred of others from neighborhood roadways.
Draft ordinance 2013-493, introduced in July by Councilman Richard
Clark, would allow companies lobbying for the bill, including Clear
Channel Outdoor, and CBS Outdoor to
set up new billboards, potentially in different locations, as old billboards are
removed. Karl Sanders, an attorney
hired by Clear Channel Outdoor, drafted the ordinance.
In the 1980s, a group of concerned
citizens frustrated with visual blight
from billboards campaigned for a charter amendment that prohibited any new
billboards and created a timeline for
many existing billboards to come
down.
Alicia Grant, an Avondale resident
who was one of the founding directors
of Scenic Advocates for Jacksonville,
said before the legislation was enacted
there was approximately 1,500 billboards, compared to less than 500
today. “The city was plastered with
billboards. We didn’t want the first
impression of the city to be billboardladen.”
Voters agreed.
Billboard companies, unsatisfied
with the amendment, responded by
suing the City – all the way to the
Florida Supreme Court. Still, legislation was not overturned.
Meanwhile, the City entered into 12
separate settlement agreements with the
companies, each with different provisions. However, there is one critical
provision that is universal to each of the
settlement agreements. It states that the
billboard company “specifically waives
all rights to challenge the validity, constitutionality, or enforceability of the
1987 Charter Amendments, the other
Charter Amendments, and the City’s

Sign Ordinances.”
According to the Office of the
General Counsel, of the 10 settlements
remaining (two of the companies are no
longer in business), the agreements
made with Clear Channel Outdoor and
CBS Outdoor pertain to 373 of the 451
billboards in existence.
As some of those settlement terms
favorable to the billboard companies
are set to expire, industry lobbyists
claim that the expiration of those terms
prompted them to initiate legislation in
order to clarify how the industry would
be regulated and help avoid future litigation with the City of Jacksonville.
Currently, Scenic Jacksonville has a
$32 million lawsuit against Clear
Channel Outdoor seeking remedies for
alleged breaches of settlement agreements and the charter amendment.
Fines from these alleged violations
accrue at a rate of $500 per day, per
sign. If the courts side with Scenic
Jacksonville, the City would be the
recipient of the proceeds from the litigation.
District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer, who chairs the Land Use
Zoning Committee, said it’s premature
to consider such legislation with lawsuits currently pending.
“From my perspective, passing the
ordinance will add to the confusion,”
Boyer explained. “When I look at
whether there is a need for the legislation, whether there is a serious gap
when one of these settlements
expire…hearing from the General
Counsel’s Office, that is not the case.
We have regulations in the charter that
are applicable. My take is the ordinance
doesn’t solve anything.”
The proposed ordinance would
allow all new billboards to be digital,
making Jacksonville the first city in
Florida to do so.
According to Grant this translates
into more than 180,000 square feet of
electric advertising space on such roadways as Hendricks Avenue in Miramar
Shopping Center, San Jose Boulevard,
Park Street, parts of Riverside Avenue,
and most of Roosevelt Boulevard. She
said these digital messages could
change every eight seconds, 10,800
times a day and can be put up within
200 feet of people’s homes.
“This ordinance would give billboard companies rights they don’t have
and take away citizens’ rights,” Grant
said.

Bill Brinton, an Avondale resident
and attorney who worked on the original charter amendment almost 30 years
ago and helped draft the 12 settlement
agreements on behalf of Citizens
Against the Proliferation of Signs, now
known as Scenic Jacksonville, is currently representing that organization in
the lawsuits over enforcement of both
the settlement agreements and charter
amendment.
He said he has never seen “such
arrogance” by the billboard industry
that is trying to nullify the charter
amendment voted for by the people of
Jacksonville. “That agreement does not
expire,” Brinton explained. “There are
provisions that come to an end within
the agreement.”
The proposed ordinance also grants
billboard companies credits for taking
down existing billboards. They would
be allowed to use these credits to set up
new signs on roads that have always
been billboard-free, such as J. Turner
Butler Boulevard and Hart Expressway,
and bring back billboards in places
such as Hendricks Avenue and
Roosevelt Boulevard.
For instance, CBS had a static billboard that was removed on the north
side of I-95 as part of the Overland
Bridge Project. They applied to the
Downtown Development Review Board
to have a replacement billboard erected
– this one digital, on Kings Avenue in
San Marco. While it was denied, CBS
is appealing the outcome to the
Downtown Development Authority.
Brinton said the proposed two-sided
digital billboard, which shows an ad for
Subway in the CBS rendering, would
ruin the views of residents living in The
Strand, The Peninsula and the soon to
be developed East San Marco, as well
as drivers traveling on I-95.
“Driving on I-95 north there is a
beautiful view of downtown not marred
by billboards,” Brinton said. “They are
all gone. Now, CBS wants you to buy a
Subway sandwich every eight seconds.
That is not what Jacksonville wants.”
Roadways in neighborhoods including Murray Hill, St. Nicholas, San Jose
and Ortega can potentially see new billboards if the legislation is approved.
Other neighborhoods such as Riverside,
Avondale and San Marco would remain
exempt from billboards because of the
existing historic zoning overlays.
Grant is concerned about neighborhoods that would not be protected by

Rendering of a
proposed billboard
on Kings Avenue

the historic zoning overlay. “This creates a system of haves and have nots,”
Grant explained. “Communities not
protected by historic overlay will have
blight.”
While the charter amendment cannot
be changed, it can be nullified by 10
votes from City Council members. At a
workshop last month, all six citizens’
planning advisory councils told City
Council they were opposed to the new
signs. Other groups in opposition
include the Mayor’s Keep Jacksonville
Beautiful Commission, Late Bloomers
Garden Club, Mandarin Community
Club, Scenic Jacksonville and the
Sierra Club of Northeast Florida.
According to Grant, Riverside
Avondale Preservation Group sent out a
survey and found 100 percent of participants in opposition of the ordinance.
Currently, the Office of the General
Counsel thinks there is no necessity for
this legislation. At the October meeting
LUZ and Public Health and Safety,
agreed to delay action until at least
November so city lawyers can address
questions.
“We need more answers from the
General Counsel,” Boyer said. “No one
has presented a compelling enough
case to change what we have. Most
elected council members will give a lot
of credence to what the community
wanted.”
“Today we have roadways that are
becoming billboard free. It may take
100 years, but it can happen,” Brinton
said. “All the billboard industry needs
is 10 councilmembers to overturn the
amendment. It’s a good lesson in
democracy. This effort [by billboard
companies] could change the equation
without putting it on the ballot.”
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Miss Margie’s house demolished for Hallmark Partners
project

Media, an adjacent business.
That meeting eventually took place
Oct. 11 in the city council offices and
included Godwin, Ehas and Jonathan
Oliff from RAP; Coley, Weber and
attorney Steve Diebenow, from
Hallmark; and District 14 Councilman
Jim Love and his assistant, Kevin
Kuzel.

Miss Margie’s house at 555 Bishop Gate Lane
before demolition. Photo provided by Wayne Wood

RAP concerned about
demolition of 90-year-old
building
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Miss Margie’s house stood at the
end of Bishopgate Lane for nearly 90
years, now it is gone.
Gone without conversation, debate
or compromise. Gone without consideration for its historic significance.
Demolished into unsalvageable rubble
to make way for a Hallmark Partners
residential project, the process leading
to its demise raised concerns from
Riverside Avondale Preservation.
“The building was not in the
Historic District so the demolition
was legal, but we would have liked to
have had the chance to discuss alternatives,” said Carmen Godwin, RAP
executive director. “Just because a
building hasn’t been identified as a
historically contributing structure
doesn’t mean it isn’t worth saving.”
The building, in fact, had some historical significance.
Margaret Gould Weed – Miss
Margie to neighbors – built the house
in 1926 on the street named after her
father, Bishop Edwin Gardner Weed,
third Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese
of Florida. She was active in

community, religious and patriotic
affairs, most notably serving 12 years
with Duval County Board of Public
Instruction and as president of
Episcopal Women’s Auxiliary. She
lived in the Bishopgate Lane house
until her death in 1961, selling it that
year to Duval County Medical Society
for $25,000.
They owned it until selling to
Hallmark Partners in October for
$675,000, according to Bryan
Campbell, DCMS executive director.
It was during that ownership transfer, on Oct. 2, when Miss Margie’s
house came down.
Godwin first learned of the demolition application Aug. 27 from Joel
McEachin, supervisor of historic
preservation in the City of

Jacksonville’s Planning and
Development Department. At that
time, she and Kay Ehas, RAP’s vicechairperson of historic preservation,
expressed their concerns and tried for
six weeks to schedule a meeting with
Hallmark’s partners to discuss alternatives to demolition.
“We were scheduled to meet with
Alex Coley and Bryan Weber of
Hallmark to discuss the building the
day it was demolished, but they cancelled. We wanted to explore moving
it or, at least, salvaging parts. But it
wouldn’t have mattered because we
were going to meet at the same time it
was being demolished,” said Godwin,
who heard about the demolition in
real time via a phone call from
Brenda Kolb, partner at TigerLily

Margaret Gould Weed – Miss
Margie to neighbors – built the
house in 1926 on the street
named after her father, Bishop
Edwin Gardner Weed, third
Bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Florida. She lived
in the Bishopgate Lane house
until her death in 1961, selling
it that year to Duval County
Medical Society for $25,000.
Three details surfaced since the
demolition. First, removal of the
building was one of Hallmark’s sales
contract conditions. Second, DCMS
technically demolished the building,
as the official closing date was the
day after demolition. And third, that
closing date was moved up via an
amendment to the original contract.
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Howard J. Smith, attorney
for DCMS, verified, “The demolition
was done pursuant to the agreement
contract,” and a deed filed with Duval
County Clerk of Courts confirms the
Oct. 3 closing. The date change is less
clear. Both parties acknowledge the
amendment, but when it occurred and
who initiated it is in question.
“Hallmark originally planned to
occupy on Oct. 15 but they amended
the contract for us [DCMS] to give up
occupancy on Sept. 30,” said
Campbell, who operated under the
original occupancy date as recently as
Sept. 10.
Weber reportedly acknowledged
the change at the meeting but contradicted Campbell as to who was
responsible.
“Bryan [Weber] said Hallmark
thought they were closing later in
October and that’s why they scheduled our meeting for Oct. 2. He said
the Medical Society moved up the
date and he didn’t know the demolition was going to happen so soon,”
Godwin said.
Either way, the process left Ehas
disheartened.
“We weren’t told demolition was
definitely happening by a date certain
or that we should have been talking to
another party,” Ehas said.
She also felt Coley should have
informed RAP that a vacant lot was
part of the sales agreement and
expressed her frustration in an Oct. 2
post-demolition email sent to all who
were subsequently present at the
meeting:
“Requiring the current property
owner to have it [the building]
removed prior to purchase does not in
any way absolve Hallmark Partners
[from responsibility for the demolition]. This action is incredibly disappointing and shows a disregard for
developing within a historic neighborhood.”
Godwin, Ehas and Love all walked
away from the Oct. 11 meeting feeling that Coley and Weber did not take

Demolition of Miss Margie’s
house on Oct. 2
Photos provided
by Carmen Godwin

due responsibility for their part in the
demolition.
“They felt they did everything by
the book, noted that they weren’t the
ones who demolished the building
and suggested we should have been
more on top of what was happening,”
Godwin said. “But our point was that
they knew we were interested in
moving the building; this is their first
development in our neighborhood and
they should have been more transparent and worked with us.”
While there was agreement to “better communicate moving forward,”
according to Love, skepticism and
questions remained about why the
building was demolished without
input from RAP and Hallmark’s plan
for the site.
The now vacant property – 555
Bishopgate Lane – is across the street
from Hallmark’s planned 56-unit luxury condominium Beacon Riverside
but it is not part of Beacon’s planned
unit development. It has been reported
that the site was purchased solely as a
staging area for Beacon. However,
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City Planning Division Chief Folks
Huxford thinks Hallmark is planning
a 12-unit multi-family development
based upon an August meeting with
Hallmark Senior Vice President Coen
Purvis.
Also unclear is whether Hallmark’s
plans include closing public access to
the river at Bishopgate Lane as they

seek to purchase additional property
along the street. John Wood, owner of
the TigerLily building, said Coley,
Weber and Hallmark co-founder Jeff
Conn invited him to meet on Aug. 27
to discuss purchasing his building. He
declined their purchase offer.
Neither Coley nor Weber will verify Hallmark’s intentions for the site
and failed to return numerous requests
for information before and after the
demolition of Miss Margie’s house.
In spite of the process leading to
demolition, Godwin is looking
forward.
“What is done is done. Our goal
now is to make sure they communicate with us if any future projects
involve the potential destruction of
historic buildings. That includes identifying historic structures and coming
up with specific procedures outlining
how to address those
that are outside of the
Historic District,” she
said, crediting Attorney
Diebenow with suggesting RAP institute recommendations for developers who encounter
such structures.
“The irony is that the
things that make our
neighborhood so great
are the same things that make them
want to develop here. It was we – the
people who live in the neighborhood
– who brought the Historic District
back. If Hallmark wants to build here,
then they need to respect the character
of the area and behave like good
neighbors,” Love said.
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ULI Awards for Excellence
honor the efforts of locals
The John Gorrie team accepts award for Reuse Sector category

Rash of home burglaries
have residents on alert
Urban Land Institute (ULI) North Florida announced its Awards for
Excellence winners at an event which
Black Sheep Restaurant accepts award for
drew the top real estate professionals in
Private Sector Category
the city.
“The event was a wonderful celebration to honor one of our city’s great leaders and recognize distinctive development
projects in Jacksonville and Tallahassee,”
said Margaret Jennesse, chair of ULI
North Florida and senior vice president, Crescent Communities.
Three of the five ULI North Florida Awards for Excellence winners were in
Jacksonville and included:
Preston Haskell, founder and chairman of The Haskell Company, was recognized as a Visionary Leader for his contributions to Jacksonville in “Place
Making” and championing best practice principles throughout his distinguished career.
Black Sheep Restaurant, an independent restaurant located in Jacksonville’s
historic 5 Points, was the winner of the Private Sector category. The design of
the restaurant features a rooftop deck with bar and open seating.
The John Gorrie a condominium was awarded the Reuse/Repurpose Sector
category award, thanks to the efforts of Delores Barr Weaver who, in 2009,
purchased an abandoned school that had once been an architectural gem in the
historic Riverside/Avondale neighborhood. The school was built in 1923, listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1987 and officially closed in
1997. After years of neglect and disrepair, Weaver restored and renovated the
two buildings that housed the school, turning it into The John Gorrie a condominium. It features 68 residences including studios, one and two-bedroom
condominiums, and two-story townhomes.

Locally Grown. Community Driven.

JSO provides tips for safe
surveillance
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Each year at this time, according to one
Ortega Forest resident, there seems to be a
spike in home and auto burglaries. Statistics
shared by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office at
last month’s Sheriff’s Advisory Council
(ShAdCo) meeting for Zone 4, Sector J bear
that out.
Assistant Chief Pat Ivey, Zone 4
Commander, noted that during the period
roughly late August to late September there
were 56 reported residential burglaries in
Sector J which spiked to 101 during the
next 30 days. The trend, however, is on the
downward slope. Officer Ivey reported that
there were only 19 home or auto burglaries
in the past seven days (Oct. 17-24) compared to 31 in the previous seven day period. Sector J includes the neighborhoods of
Avondale, Fairfax, Fishweir, Lakeshore,
Murray Hill, the Ortegas (Village, Forest,
Farms, and Hills), Riverside and Venetia.
Police presence has been stepped up.
Over the past month more patrol cars and
bike officers were noted through Ortega
Forest as well as Ortega Village.
ShAdCo members and guests at the Oct.
24 meeting also learned to be more judicious in what is communicated via email
and homeowner association news. Officer
Ivey suggested that a simple description of
suspicious-looking or unknown persons or
vehicles in the neighborhood is sufficient.
He strongly advised against spreading any
information that might hinder the ongoing
investigations the JSO is undertaking about
persons of interest.
Recent community emails included information that had been obtained from unofficial sources and Officer Ivey asked that con-

cerned residents think twice about sharing
something that has not come from the zone
station.
According to Assistant Chief Ivey most
residential burglaries in Jacksonville (95 percent) occur during daylight hours when
criminals have determined that nobody is
home. They ring the doorbell or knock first
to determine if someone is at home. If they
don’t hear dogs barking or get an answer at
the door, they will try to find a concealed
entrance or sometimes simply kick in the
front door. Even if an alarm goes off, they
will enter, grab a television and exit before
police have a chance to respond.
Auto burglaries happen mostly at night,
where the criminal is taking advantage of
the cover of darkness and an easy target.
Officer Ivey said that one way to help the
police is to get as accurate of a description
as possible of any vehicles that are driving
or parked where they are not supposed to
be. Try to obtain a license plate number and
a photo of the car if you can safely do so.
It helps to have security cameras on the
perimeter of the home, and aimed to pick
up the street area in front of the home as
well, providing a view of vehicles as well as
suspects if there were to be a break-in.
When calling the police non-emergency
number, (904) 630-0500, to report suspicious activity, ask to speak with an officer,
get the name and badge number of the
responding officer and ask the responding
officer to create a report. Officers will try to
locate the suspects in the vicinity and talk
with them.
Assistant Chief Ivey noted that one of the
most important things residents can do is to
continue reporting anything suspicious – no
matter how insignificant – to the police nonemergency number. Provide accurate
descriptions of any vehicles (color, make
and model, tag number and photos if possible) and accurate descriptions of suspects
(hair color, clothing, gender, distinguishing
marks, gait, facial hair, tattoos).

4048 Herschel St.
Jacksonville, FL
904-389-6659
rayware.com

1819 MALLORY STREET
$549,000
Lovingly renovated 4/2.5 just steps from the river

1800 MCINTOSH PLACE
$399,900
Fairfax Manor 3/2/1, 2220sf, gourmet kitchen

Buy an In-Home Safe and get free (local) Delivery* and
Installation! Just in time for the Holidays

SAFE SALE!
Our Products & Services:

3888 RICHMOND STREET
$1,499,000
Impressive 4500sf renovated riverfront home
Open Sunday, November 17 from 1-5pm

1224 HOLLYWOOD AVENUE
$224,900
Updated Avondale bungalow, 3/2, 1275sf

Contact us today! MillerBrothers@FredMillerGroup.com
Ted Miller, REALTOR®: 904.463.1731
Nathan Miller, REALTOR®: 904.465.3001
To view all properties for sale in our MLS,
YLVLW)UHG0LOOHU*URXSFRP_2I¿FH
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LOCK & SAFE, INC.
904.387.0042
www.thesafedepot.com
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Operated for over 35 Years!
*Certain restrictions apply, inquire within
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Councilman excited about potential to “get on the grid”
Jacksonville could be
first in country for
transportation idea
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Jacksonville needs a little ego
boost from time to time and community leaders are working hard to see
that it gets it.
District 14 Councilman Jim Love
is one such leader who recently spent
some time thinking outside the box
when it comes to local transportation.
While taking part in the Sept. 14
Riverside/Avondale Trolley Night,
sponsored by Riverside/Avondale
Preservation and area merchants,
Love used his Smartphone to access
trolley.jaxmob.com, a website
designed by Avondale resident and
software designer Dylan Phillips.
Using GPS, the site displays in realtime the location of the trolleys on
their loops around neighborhood
streets.
“I bought cheap cell phones with
GPS and put them on the trolleys for
Trolley Night. Riders checked the site
to find the location of the trolley at
any given time,” said Phillips.
The self-proclaimed nerd had been
working on this technology for four
years since leaving Microsoft. He
demonstrated the technology to

Jacksonville Transportation Authority
several times in 2009-2010 with
Councilman Love’s support, but JTA
management did not pursue it at that
time. “Large corporations typically
don’t have the ability to pivot quickly
[and jump on an idea] to provide
services like that to their customer,”
Phillips stated. “The good news is
that we’re [RAP] working with JTA
now and [JTA CEO Nathaniel] Ford
has been extremely responsiveness to
running the trolley to alleviate the
parking problem.”
Phillips’ website for the Historic
District was the start of an idea that
Love has to put all Jacksonville transportation services on a grid. The
councilman recently shared it with
Ford, who is giving it some
consideration.
Love envisions the JTA as the central point for an intermodal transportation grid, for all types of service
vehicles – including taxis, limos, trolleys, buses and perhaps the water
taxi. Riders with Smartphones would
access the site to determine which
service best suits their needs at that
time.
“Color dots could determine the
type of transportation,” Love said. “If
the JTA took this on, Jacksonville
would be the first in the nation to
have an interactive transportation
website. If we do it, every other

3029 RIVERSIDE AVE.

2064 HERSCHEL ST. #207

4300 LAKESIDE DR. #5

4/4 1⁄2 Best of old and new with
wrap-around porch, gourmet kitchen
with gas cook top 3354 sq. ft.

2/2 1585 sq. ft. The Chelsea Lofts w/11'
ceilings, exposed ductwork and urban
living in historic Riverside

3/2 1940 sq. ft. End unit riverfront
condo w/updated kitchen, FP, attic
storage and new A/C.

$559,900

$255,000

$270,000

major city in the country will wonder
why they didn’t think of it.”
The councilman also envisions that
a weekend evening shuttle would do
well on the other side of the river. He
was recently overheard sharing the
idea with residents of San Marco
Place, explaining that a trolley could
run from the Southbank down San
Marco Boulevard into the Square and
then back up Hendricks Avenue, making a loop that would provide patrons
with dining options in areas were
parking is hard to come by.
Love also met recently with Ford
and members of RAP, including
Phillips, who is on RAP’s transportation committee, Carmen Godwin,
Kay Ehas and Jonathan Oliff, along
with Allan DeVault, president of 5
Points Merchants Association, and
JTA’s director of strategic planning
Brad Thoburn and Alice Tolbert
Cannon, vice president of external
affairs, to discuss continuing the
weekend night trolley service tested
last month.
Ford expressed interest in the trolley loop service, which the community group would like to run on Friday
and Saturday nights. If the JTA Board
of Directors passed it at their Oct. 31
meeting, the service could start up
sometime this month and initially it
would operate once a month to monitor ridership.

Transportation Update
The JTA Skyway monorail in Downtown
Jacksonville will remain free for another year.
The Jacksonville Transportation Authority
voted to extend the free service until Sept. 31,
2014. The Skyway connects Downtown’s
Northbank to the Southbank and the
Downtown full service hotels with the Prime
Osborn Convention Center.
While that’s good news for current riders,
the unfortunate news is that the JTA did not
get the Federal TIGER grant to fund the
Brooklyn Area Skyway extension for the 220
Riverside development. Although letters of
support were sent to the Department of
Transportation from U.S. Senator Bill Nelson,
U.S. Congressman Ander Crenshaw, and
Florida Congresswoman Corrine Brown, the
grant was not approved. According to Brad
Thoburn, director of strategic planning, the
JTA continues to explore ways to make the
Skyway work for Jacksonville.
Goods news continues for residents of the
Southbank who live in the luxury high-rise
condominiums along Riverplace Boulevard. As
reported earlier this year, the JTA was planning
to create a bus rapid transit lane along
Riverplace, as part of a requirement to obtain
federal funding to the tune of $18 million.
Thoburn revealed that the Federal
Transportation Authority granted approval to
remove Riverplace from the requirement that
at least 50 percent of the roadway improvements be dedicated peak-hour bus lanes. That
waiver opens the door to development of a
streetscape along Riverplace, as originally proposed by Chris Flagg, of Flagg Design Studio
back in 2009-2010 and reconsidered this year
by Doug Skiles, president of EnVision
Design+Engineering, along with District 4
Councilman Don Redman and Steve Lovett of
ELM Studio. Thoburn indicated that visioning
sessions will be taking place soon.
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Memorial Park Association and City negotiating
win-win to renovate Riverside landmark
Memorandum of Understanding next step
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
When Riverside’s Memorial Park was dedicated Christmas Day 1924 to
honor Florida’s fallen World War I
veterans it was envisioned to be
for the people. This was originally
realized through Charles Adrian
Pillars’ iconic memorial statue,
Life, reinforced most recently
with the 2011 installation of two
bronze eagles, and clear by the
park’s overall layout.
“The Olmsted Brothers deliberately designed the park so that
you have to traverse through;
there are no sidewalks on
Riverside Avenue. They wanted
people to experience the park.
Keeping to that original vision is
our mission,” said Pattie
Houlihan, Memorial Park
Association vice president.
To that end, the nonprofit association formed in 1986 to “preserve, restore and beautify
Memorial Park” and began an
Adopt-A-Park agreement with the city, which owns the land, a year later.
MPA provided basic management, maintenance and physical improvements,
such as tending flowerbeds, painting and litter control.
Now, the two entities are developing a legally binding Memorandum of
Understanding agreement.

“The association has taken on a master plan and they want to do major
fund raising for large scale capital improvement projects, which Adopt-APark doesn’t permit,” said Parks and Recreation Department spokesperson
Pam Roman. “An MOU allows that and will also provide major City support
of those fundraising options through things like letters from the mayor’s
office and marketing. It does not include financial support.”
Roman said the agreement
would delineate responsibilities, likely reducing project
timelines by permitting MPA
to hire contractors and complete tasks that now go
through the City. Major construction will still need City
approval, but the process will
be expedited.
Once the two parties agree
on terms, the MOU will then
have to pass City Council,
which takes a minimum six
weeks.
“This is win-win for everyone if it moves forward, and I
don’t see any reason it shouldn’t. Once it does, we want to
put them [MPA] out there as
an example for other parks,”
Roman said.
MPA has already done
some fundraising, including an Oktoberfest event sponsored by Intuition Ale
Works that brought over 1,200 people to the park and raised $9,500.
That money, along with future fundraising, will go toward implementing
the association’s Master Plan, developed by Georgia-based landscape architect David Sacks.
The plan focuses as much on long-term infrastructural renovations – such
as bulkhead repair, park drainage and utility services – as it does on aesthetics, and it recommends certain sequencing considerations.
“We don’t want to do work that needs to be undone,” Houlihan said.
Sacks noted the plan offers some flexibility depending upon funding
availability, but things such as relocating overhead utilities underground,
repairing the bulkhead, and soil regeneration would likely precede fence
replacement, signage improvements or wall repairs.
“They’re not just looking for the ‘sexy’ projects; they’re looking
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“They’re not just looking for the ‘sexy’ projects;

they’re looking long-term toward restoring and preserving the

original design.”

long-term toward restoring and preserving the original design,” Roman said.
Beyond the MOU, two new city-level changes
will also help: restructuring within the parks department will provide dedicated managers to identify
park-specific needs; and the mayor’s office has filed
legislation easing ordinance requirements on special
events organizers and vendors.
It all benefits preservation of the people’s park.
“[Memorial Park] is clearly a place that all sorts
of people feel comfortable and welcomed in. It is
the Olmsteds’ ideal realized. I am so glad that there
is a dedicated group of people – in the MPA, COJ
and elsewhere in the community – that ‘gets it’ and
that wants to see the park enhanced in keeping with
its original design,” Sacks said via email.
Diane LaFond Insetta, the sculptor who created
the bronze eagles that flank the Life statue, echoed
Sacks’ sentiment and reinforced MPA’s
mission:
“You’re not just an artist doing a statue, you’re
serving a greater purpose for the park. The park is a
memorial for those who watch over our freedom
and it is so special to so many people; the continuity within families who return generation after generation is amazing. I am grateful to have been able
to contribute even a small part.”
To learn about MPA or to view the Master Plan:
http://memparkjax.org/

Pam Roman
Parks and Recreation Department spokesperson

Vinyls on the grounds of Memorial Park provide information and inspiration.
Photo by Chad Bearden.

Changing the future of back pain.
Today.
Introducing robot-assisted spine surgery — a first for North Florida.
If you suffer from debilitating back pain, you may be a candidate for
minimally invasive spine surgery using advanced robotic technology
called Renaissance — available in our region only at Baptist Health.
This proven technology improves precision and safety for a wide variety
of spinal procedures, offering consistent results and optimal outcomes —
and with less pain, fewer scars and a faster recovery.
Getting you back to what you love, faster — that’s changing health
care for good.

904.202.CARE
baptistjax.com/back-pain
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Momentum continues for Laura Street Trio
Latest downtown initiatives deliver announcements
Rumors of first commercial
tenant for Brooklyn
development

on the Register, we can qualify much
of the preservation and rehabilitation
costs for federal historic tax credits.
This recommendation by the State
and the subsequent programming
greatly benefit the adaptive reuse
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
effort.”
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Bisbee, Florida Life and a new
structure will
Four prominent
become part of a
buildings in downCourtyard by
town Jacksonville
Marriott hotel.
have been recomRestaurants are
mended for placeplanned for the
ment on the
ground floors of the
National Register
Bisbee and the
of Historic Places.
Marble Bank buildThe Barnett
ings. Sports-themed
Building (1926)
programming is
and the Laura
planned for the
Street Trio, comCourtyard by
prised of the
Marriott, catering
Principal and Managing Director
Florida National
to football fans.
of SouthEast Group
Bank Building
The State of
(1902), the Bisbee
Florida
Office
of
Historic
Building (1908) and Florida Life
Preservation formally made the recBuilding (1911), is largely considommendation to the U.S.
ered the most significant group of
Department of Interior last month.
non-reconditioned historic buildings
The National Register of Historic
to be preserved in the Southeastern
Places is an official listing of historiUnited States.
cally significant sites and properties
“This is a huge step in the redethroughout the country.
velopment of these important

“This is a huge step
in the redevelopment
of these important
Jacksonville
landmarks.”
– Steve Atkins

Jacksonville landmarks,” said developer Steve Atkins, Principal and
Managing Director of SouthEast
Group. “By placing these properties

Fresh Market in Brooklyn?
Rumors abound in the news that
The Fresh Market may have signed

an agreement for its third store in
Jacksonville.
While no spokespersons from The
Fresh Market, Regency Centers
Corp. or Fuqua Development have
yet to officially release the news, a
deed recorded with Duval County on
Oct. 25 indicates that there will be a
grocer anchored in the retail center
planned for 200 Riverside.
Regency Centers Corp. and Fuqua
Development paid a little more than
$3 million for about two acres of
land in Brooklyn adjacent to the
mixed-use plan under construction at
220 Riverside.
In late August, The Resident
caught up with Karen Nasrallah,

redevelopment manager for the
Office of Economic Development to
discuss that rumor. At that time, she
noted that the City of Jacksonville
agreed to $1.8 million in infrastructure provided that Pope & Land met
certain criteria in development,
including the promise to deliver a
high-quality organic grocer in the
20,000 square foot planned retail
building fronting Magnolia Street.
“This project is catalytic for this
area,” Nasrallan said. “It does so
much, not only for Brooklyn and
Riverside, connecting them to
Downtown, but it’s an amazing gateway up Forest. It makes it really
attractive for development in
LaVilla.”
Nasrallah also noted
that there was some
interest from developers in the LaVilla area,
but the City is waiting
to see what happens in
Brooklyn.
She is optimistic
about the plan, though,
which “brings all that
land, the values up
tremendously. It’s a
huge feat for the city
where we’ve struggled
for years; it’s been
blighted for 50 years,”
concluded Nasrallah.
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Clinton Foundation appoints San Marco resident
regional director of new health initiative
District 3 School Board
member will continue in
that capacity as well
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Serving as a new director in the
health sector isn’t really that much of a
reach for Duval County School Board
member Ashley Smith Juarez. As
newly appointed Northeast Florida
Regional Director for the Clinton
Foundation’s Clinton Health Matters
Initiative (CHMI), the San Marco resident still remains fully committed to
public education.
“In my work in education, I always
have known that there are many factors
that push and pull on a student’s ability
to learn. Wellness is certainly one of
those,” she stated. “As a school district
we can’t be all things to all children,
but we must recognize the challenges
our students and their families face.”
She noted that when she learned that
the Clinton Foundation, a results-driven
organization, was interested in doing
collaborative, strategic community
wellness work in Northeast Florida
(NEFL), she said she had to know
more. “The truth is, poor health can
stop you in your tracks as an individual
and impede NEFL’s productivity, creativity and economic prosperity in
aggregate. We have to address all of the

social determinants of health from family and social supports to the built environment in order to reach the quality of
life potential of the region.”
While these two roles are mutually
exclusive, both thoughtfully contribute to growing prosperity, noted
Smith Juarez.
The health initiative
is a community transformation model which has
been operating in four
other communities
across the country.
CHMI works to improve
the health and wellbeing of all people by
activating individuals,
communities and organizations to make
meaningful contributions to the health
of others.
When asked how Smith Juarez plans
to incorporate the health community,
especially the Health Planning Council
of NE FL, in the initiative she
explained that CHMI uses the county
health rankings model to inform and
guide the community health
transformation work.
“This model frames the key contributors to overall morbidity and mortality
in a set of data points that can be compared and contrasted across all the U.S.
counties. CHMI has the opportunity to
be a neutral convener bringing together
stakeholders from across sectors to cre-

New features on School Facts Jax
A school locator and comparison tool are part of the first of two planned expansion phases of the Jacksonville Public Education Fund’s School Facts Jax, an interactive website that makes public school information easily accessible and simple to
use.
School Facts Jax (www.jaxpef.org/school-facts-jax.aspx) offers up-to-date academic performance data for all public schools in Duval County, including not just
FCAT performance but also indicators such as college and kindergarten readiness
and participation in advanced coursework. It offers new ways to look at county-wide

ate a local blueprint for action based on
the unique health indicators of each
community,” she continued. “It is never
CHMI’s intention to duplicate efforts
but rather to work closely with existing
healthcare and public
health efforts. We are
committed to adding
value and not undermining work currently
underway.”
She gave kudos to
others, saying, “There is
some great work already
happening in NEFL such
as JCCI’s JAX 2025 initiative and the Health
Planning Council’s
Community Needs
Assessment and each of the county
health departments’ Community Health
Improvement Plans. And, there is still
much to do in moving this work forward. That is part of why the five-county region is ripe for this initiative.”
CHMI provides the opportunity to
aggregate and uplift each of these
efforts through a single, comprehensive
regional Blueprint for Action with a
community context and national reach.
CHMI then engages the public, private
and nonprofit sectors building partnerships of great purpose to achieve the
Blueprint goals.
“The Clinton Foundation brings
national relationships and resources
acting as an honest broker to facilitate

these partnerships,” Smith Juarez stated. “In addition, the community transformation model gives the opportunity
for Northeast Florida to both collaborate with and benchmark against communities doing similar work across the
country. The warm welcome extended
to CHMI by each of these organizations, area hospitals, business executives, public officials and others in the
region emphasizes the opportunity of
CHMI’s work.
Smith Juarez will hold a planning
session for key community stakeholders on Dec. 18. The day-long strategic
planning session will establish a vision
for health for the region, map existing
assets in the community, and identify
bold actions that build upon existing
community efforts and leverage the
assets of existing community infrastructure.
“It is anticipated that we will invite
approximately 150 stakeholders to the
session, with attention to keeping a balance of representation from the five
counties, from focus areas and from the
public, private and NGO sectors,” she
commented. “Once the strategic plan,
or Blueprint for Action, is developed,
CHMI will work with cross-sectorial
leaders to identify how to advance the
bold action steps.”
For more information on the initiative, Smith Juarez can be contacted by
email at asmithjuarez@clinton
foundation.org.

and regional school data, plus a glossary and resources to make understanding
school jargon easier.
“There are mountains of data out there about education, but it’s often hard to
make sense of it all,” said Trey Csar, president of the Jacksonville Public Education
Fund. “School Facts Jax goes beyond school grades to give a more holistic picture
of school performance.”
The features are the first of two expansion phases made possible by the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation with generous support from The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida. School Facts Jax is a winner of the Knight
Community Information Challenge, a grant that seeks to support innovation in information distribution to build strong communities by informing and engaging residents.
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THE ART OF TREES DEBUTS AT
LOCAL GALLERY
The gallery space of the Framing Establishment-Fairfax
Gallery on Herschel Street played host to a nonprofit fundraiser
for local San Marco based Greenscape Oct. 24. Famed local
artists and school children helped deck the walls with pieces of
artwork that exhibited a love and fondness for trees and the outdoors. Greenscape helps to enriching our community through
the planting, protection and promotion of trees. The project was
underwritten by local Ortega philanthropist, Helen Lane, who
wished to incorporate the art talent from elementary schools
West Riverside, Fishweir Elementary, Ortega Elementary,
Bolles, San Jose Episcopal Day School and many more.

Newton and

aret Foerster

Helen Lane and Barbara Ketchum

Jan Beaugh with artists Maxine Kroll and Lynn McClow

Susan Fisher and Agnes Danciger

The MOSH leaders and staff welcomed a special group of contribuors to the museum Oct. 17 to make more memories and mingle. The
vening was sponsored by The Brumos Companies and wouldn’t have
een complete without Biscotti’s catering and liquid nitrogen ice cream.
The celebratory function made its way to the planetarium for a short
resentation by Planetarium Director Thomas R. Webber, who showed
ff the capabilities of the Bryan-Gooding projector, the latest in cuttingdge equipment made possible by generous donations. Incoming Board
Chair, Jim Stepnoski, thanked Immediate Past Chair, John Surface and
evealed a plan for the future growth of the museum.

PATRONS GO
COUNTRY FOR
LITTLE HEARTS

Susan Pajcic, Shaara
and Brian Swallow with
Jo and Gary Swallow

Patricia Bent with Tricia MacRae

SETTING SAIL AT
MIRACLES GALA

Art, music, food and fun and dancing were in line with the
goal and mission to reach children around the globe who suffer
from complex congenital heart conditions. The event sponsors
understand the heft of their donations and efforts to support the
University of Florida Pediatric Cardiovascular Center and
Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Artscapade is the organization’s
major fundraiser for Patrons of the HeART, it was held Oct. 18 at
The Museum in St. Nicholas’ Midtown Centre.

Kendall Bryan Sr.,
Kendall Bryan Jr.,
Immediate Past
Chair John Surface

Kim and Jeff Bender, Nancy and Steve Toman, Anita and Charlie Tomm,
Cherie and Frank Cuteri with Gena and Ron Jankowski

It was a great night to fight for Type 1 Diabetes as
patrons, special guests and volunteers arrived at the
Sawgrass Marriott to mount their offensive. Decked
out and on deck, the seaworthy crowd readied to raise
funds for the Northeast Florida Chapter of the
Diabetes Foundation. The Brumos Companies were
onboard and hailed for their support for JDRF over
the years. Their continued support and funding have
assisted with invaluable research toward a cure for
type1 diabetes and its complications. The overall goal
is to put the JDRF organization out of business – by
discovering the cure!

Dr. Harry Lee with
Linda Alexander

Vanna Roshing and Erin Slappey

Heather, Chloe and Keith Faver

Above: Barbara Miller,
Dr. Atilio Canas and
Dr. Carolina Ceron-Canas

Lee Ann
Clements

Left: Leslie and
P.J. Burkhalter

with Lisa
Rinaman

Heather Blackwell, Ellen Leroy-Reed and Jen Jones
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Schoettler joins Tritt as business
WOLFSON CHILDREN’S IN THE NEWS development director
Katie Schoettler joined Tritt & Associates,
New charitable partnership
P.A., a Riverside-based construction and business

Mike Maguire, Gator Bowl Community Relations
Committee chair, and Andy Pradella, 2013 Gator Bowl
chairman, present a check for $50,000 to Wolfson
Children’s Hospital President Michael D. Aubin for the
GetWellNetwork.

The Gator Bowl announced a new charitable partnership with Wolfson Children’s

Hospital that included a pledge of $50,000
to the hospital’s GetWellNetwork, an interactive, in-room “edutainment” system that
uses the bedside television to provide education, information and entertainment to
patients and their families during their stay.
Additional highlights of the Gator
Bowl/Wolfson Children’s Hospital
partnership are: integrating the Wolfson
Children’s “Red Wagon Parade” into the
annual Gator Bowl Parade; naming Wolfson
Children’s Hospital as the beneficiary of the
Gator Bowl VyStar 5K Run; and scheduling
a special visit by Gator Bowl players and
cheerleaders during the week of the game.

Volleyball team brings gifts
father and brothers,
Wolfson Children’s
was a generous philanHospital and Wolfson
thropist.
High School have a very
Because of the
important connection.
shared history of the
Wolfson Children’s
hospital and the high
Hospital was founded in
school, Wolfson High
1955 with financial
School girls varsity volsupport from the sons of
leyball coach Joel
Lithuanian immigrant
Chaitovicz thought it
Morris David Wolfson,
Charlotte with members of the Wolfson High
would be a great comwho asked them in a
School girls’ volleyball team
munity project for the
1946 letter to build a
school faculty and the volleyball team to
children’s hospital that cared for children
join together to hold a toy drive for
regardless of their race, creed or color.
Wolfson Children’s Hospital. The girls’ volWolfson High School was named after
leyball team distributed the toys, along
one of Morris David Wolfson’s sons,
with Wolfpack bracelets, to Wolfson
Samuel W. Wolfson, a prominent
Children’s Hospital patients on Oct. 9.
Jacksonville businessman who, like his

Putting kids first in the dentist’s
chair makes a difference

Kids First Dentistry opens this
month in Roosevelt Square and pediatric dentist Jila Mahajan couldn’t be
more excited. “I went to dental school
specifically to work on kids. I want to
give them a smile and make them feel
better about themselves,” said Dr.
Mahajan.
Though Mahajan lives in Mandarin,
she has an affinity for this area. “Half
our time was always spent socializing

Cool Moose –
cool baby
Tony and Laurie Jarvis, owners of Cool
Moose welcomed Sebastian Kendrick
Jarvis into the “moose herd” on Sept. 18.
Their new baby boy weighed in at 7 lbs. 3
oz. and 21 inches long. “We are so in
love,” shared new mother Laurie.

:H&DQ6KLS
almost all of
Your Precious
&DUJR
For all your packaging and shipping
needs, rely on The UPS Store
&HUWLÀHG3DFNLQJ([SHUWV:HDOVR
offer a wide range of packaging
VXSSOLHVDQGER[HVIRUDOORI\RXU
PRYLQJDQGVKLSSLQJQHHGV

law firm, as director of business development.
She previously served in a similar position with
The Office of the Fourth Judicial Circuit Public
Defender, where she was named director of the
PD-affiliated non-profit organization Vision for
Excellence (VFE), a summer program targeted
toward underprivileged, inner-city teens.
“We are excited to see what new and fresh
ideas Katie can bring to our firm,” said Managing Partner Arnold D. Tritt, Jr. “She
will play a critical role in our continued growth in the construction law and business litigation sectors by establishing quality and professional development for
Tritt & Associates.”
Schoettler graduated from Paxon School for Advanced Studies in 2008 before
earning a Bachelor’s Degree in International Affairs and Communications from
Florida State University in 2012. She also serves as treasurer for the Jacksonville
Young Republicans and on the board of The Disability Learning Center.

*child was not harmed in
WKHPDNLQJRIWKLVDG

We’re right in your
neighborhood. So stop in
and ask for details

1650 Margaret St | Jacksonville, FL 32204 | 904-381-6678

on this side of the river,” she noted. “In
terms of accessibility, I love this particular site; it’s very well lit. I love the
shopping center; it’s hopping all the
time and there’s a lot for the parents to
do while they’re waiting for their kids.”
Serving children from infant to age
18, the practice is located at 4495
Roosevelt Square, at the corner
between Publix and Belk.

NOVEMBER 2013

PAGE A21

Riverside Baptist Church partners to reach hungry and homeless
Hearts and Hands Outreach
Coalition of Jacksonville, a new ministry at 2650 Park Street, is a struggling
nonprofit trying to make a difference
for the hungry and homeless.
Lesley Hodges, a member of
Riverside Baptist Church, works with
Nellie Porter and Dr. Elaine Kyle, an
FSCJ teacher and counselor, to provide
a hot meal in the church’s fellowship
hall.
Formerly Director of Learning
Services at FSCJ’s Kent Campus,
Hodges had worked with Kyle and

Porter at another charity, which closed.
“We decided we wanted to stay together and
that there was a difference to be made, and
we felt like the difference could be made on
the Westside,” she said.
“We came to the church
because, like so many
churches, this church is
declining. We’re not
building a ministry for
us; we’re trying to build

Chase Bank expands into
Riverside location

Riverside residents now have a new banking option, as Chase
Bank opened up its doors for business on Oct. 18 in Suite 129 at
1661 Margaret Street. Manager Maria Aycart welcomed bank customers, Chamber representatives and wishes to tailor to client needs
with full-service banking here in Jacksonville. “My team is very
diverse and I see that this community is very diverse – and then
we’re right at home,” said Aycart of her staff at the Riverside and
Margaret location. With the addition of several branches in the
Jacksonville market, Chase has now expanded its footprint with other
area locations on Southside Blvd. and another location at Lakewood
at San Jose on the other side of the river.
The new banking locations feature interactive kiosks and after
hours, secure use of ATMs unique to the new tech saavy locations.
Engineered to make the customer experience a more interactive tech
environment, the branches are the latest in the change from a teller
experience to more of a boutique approach to personal banking.

a ministry for Riverside Baptist as well
as reach out to the community of those who
believe and those who
would like to believe.”
Hearts and Hands is
currently operating on a
shoe-string budget and
would like to serve
meals weekly, rather
than as funds and food
come in sporadically.
Local businesses, such
as Edgewood Bakery

Neighborhood
residents serving as
new MOSH officers
The Museum of Science &
History’s board of trustees
announced its new officers for
2013-14 at the Museum’s Annual
Meeting held Oct. 17. Jim
Stepnoski, Partner at KPMG, was
elected board chair and the board
welcomed new member Laura
Lane, Vice President and COO at
JCCI.
The 2013-2014 MOSH executive committee includes Stepnoski,
Dabney Ware (Avondale) as vice
chair; John Magevney (Ortega),
treasurer/finance committee chair;
Maria Hane (Avondale), secretary;
John Surface (Avondale), governance committee chair, along with
Carolyn Johnson and Elizabeth
Cline.
The 2013-2014 MOSH Board of
Trustees includes Oliver Barakat
(Granada), Josie Bryan (Ortega),
Alex Graham (Ortega), Harry Lee,
M.D. (Ortega), Lane Taylor Welch
(Miramar), Woody Woodall
(Riverside), as well as Parvez
Ahmed, Lee Ann Clements, John
Fletcher, Warren Jones, Laura
Lane, Michelle Leak, Lisa
Rinaman, and Winston Rose.

and Wal-Greens, are contributing. In
addition the soup kitchen is getting
food from Waste Not Want Not, and is
on a waiting list with Second Harvest
and other community resources.
“The demographics have changed
over the last 30 years; you have people
here who are homeless and unemployed,” Hodges said. “That’s one reason we need to reach out.”
You can make a difference by contributing to the weekly soup kitchen or
the food pantry. Call (904) 537-4714 to
speak to Hodges.

Norma Basford,
mental health
advocate, honored
Norma Basford, of
Ortega, has received
notes and calls from people she “hasn’t seen or
heard from in ages” in
response to being chosen
one of Jacksonville’s
“10 Who Make a
Difference,” a series
sponsored by the TimesUnion focusing on members of the community
who make significant contributions to improving
the lives of others. Norma’s work in mental health
has impacted hundreds of people who often suffer
in silence – those with debilitating mental illnesses and their friends and families.
From answering calls on the NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) Jacksonville Helpline,
teaching Family to Family classes, speaking at
churches, businesses and forums to most recently
helping Clay County police officers get Crisis
Intervention Training such as Duval County officers have, Norma is relentless in her efforts to
raise awareness and eradicate stigma concerning
mental health. “I am honored to be chosen,
although functioning as a willing servant of
God…doing what he has called me to do.” This
quiet contributor makes an enormous difference in
the lives of those least able to speak for
themselves.
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Caldwell “Hank” Haynes
BY VICTORIA REGISTER FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Friends of Hank
Haynes refer to him as
one of life’s prospectors
because he sifts and
pans for the gold of
every experience. His
sense of humor is well
known. Quoting his
mother, he says, “I
started attending St.
Mark’s Episcopal
Church nine months
before I was born.”
(And on several
occasions he served
as that church’s
Senior Warden.)
Delivered by Dr. Palmer at St.
Vincent’s in 1941, Haynes’ parents, Chick and Maude, took him to the
Apache Avenue home they occupied their entire lives. Later, his two sisters
Marge and Jayne joined the family. He began developing his vast network of
friends very young. In fact, he met one of his lifelong friends when he was
two only weeks old.
“Hazel Harby (Donahoo) was born two weeks after I was and our families
bought a double stroller so we could be taken into the Ortega neighborhood
together. Years later when I was in high school, a group of us used to water
ski off Hazel’s dock before the bell rang at Lee [High School]. We would
start at 7:30 and ski until 8:30, then change and run to school. Our friendship spans generations as I am godfather to Hazel’s son Tommy and he is the
godfather to my daughter Zoie.”
Before Lee, Haynes went to Ortega Elementary and The Bolles School.
“At Ortega, I was a patrol boy. We would stand in formation by the flagpole
and then one of us would go and get the principal, Mrs. Neighbors. When
she arrived, we would raise the flag and pray the Lord’s Prayer. After we
went inside there would be additional prayers over the intercom.
“We were very dedicated patrol boys, but after school we would race to
Doc’s drugstore where Carter’s is located now. The draw there were the pinball machines. There were only two machines and so the first two guys to
get there got to play. Another thing we did about that same time was fish
and try to sell our catch at the Banner food store. We also sailed prams,
small sailboats, at the Yacht Club.
“Speaking of machines, when I was younger I had the chance to view
‘The Lone Ranger’ on the only TV in the neighborhood. I had to brush my
teeth, and put on pajamas before I walked down to the Commander’s house
every Thursday at 7:30 to view the masked man on their 7-inch screen.
“To celebrate Thanksgiving our family always went to my grandmother’s
in Cashiers, N.C. We ate in a small restaurant there where turkey was the
main item on the menu. I noticed that lobster was also a possibility and
ordered that instead of the turkey. It was so good that I continued to have
lobster every Thanksgiving after that. I became known as Lobsterman.”
In seventh grade, Haynes travelled across the St. Johns to The Bolles
School, but he returned to Lee three years later. At Lee, he reveled in his relative freedom after having been in the more structured military school environment.
“The National Honor Society spokesperson told me that I was indeed a
leader, but, unfortunately, I was leading in the wrong direction.”
Hearing this negative evaluation, Haynes reversed his
course so successfully that be became senior class
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vice-president, Hi-Y president, football team manager, baseball player and member of the annual’s Hall of Fame. Although, he could not foretell
the future, he remembers admiring Billie Kirby’s 1959 Powder Puff football
game feat. She ran the opening kickoff back for a touchdown.

“Speaking of machines, when I
was younger I had the chance to
view ‘The Lone Ranger’ on the
only TV in the neighborhood. I
had to brush my teeth, and put
on pajamas before I walked
down to the Commander’s
house every Thursday at 7:30
to view the masked man on
their 7-inch screen.”
Years later, Haynes and Kirby would connect
in San Diego when she was a National
Airlines stewardess and he was a Navy officer. They were married in September 1968
and have daughters Leyden and Zoie and
five grandchildren.
After high school, Haynes went to the
University of the South, in Sewanee, TN where he majored in Business and
Economics. One extracurricular memory was his wrestling experience.
Wrestling was a sport that was totally unfamiliar to him, but he was drafted
by a coach. “I remember the first time I walked out on the mat to meet my
opponent. I thought this is crazy because I had never seen a formal wrestling
match. Yet, I was about to be in one.” Haynes learned rapidly and, at 123
pounds, became an SEC champion who has recently been inducted into the
university’s Athletic Hall of Fame.
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After graduating from Sewanee, Haynes joined the Navy and decided to
see a part of the world he had never seen. “All of my buddies requested the
East Coast. I put in for a small new ship on the West Coast and got one. The
next thing I knew, I was bound for
Viet Nam on a ship that picked up
downed pilots and hunted submarines.
I was the People to People officer and
when we arrived in some foreign
ports, I had to find a service project
ashore for the crew. We fixed playground equipment in the Philippines
and repaired schools damaged by
typhoons.”
When his stint in the Navy ended
Haynes remained in the Reserves for
some time and, after a period of
vocational discernment, entered
Haynes, Peters and Bond Insurance, a firm that
started in the late 1877and is now part of GHG
Insurance.
For 45 years he has dedicated himself to community service. His involvement includes being the
Senior Warden at the church he attended en utero
and serving on numerous boards including Daniel
Foundation, Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
Gateway Girl Scouts and St.Vincent’s Medical
Center. A member of the Meninak Club of
Jacksonville, he was the Chairman of the Players’
Championship in 1993.
Cancer has slowed Haynes down only slightly and
has tarnished his optimism not at all. Even in the
very real recounting of his arduous treatment, he pans
for the gold. “My wife has driven me to Mayo at least 110 times and she has
slept on the sofa bed every time I had to stay overnight. That is love in
action.”
Haynes believes friends and family are the real treasures. “I have been
blessed. Lots of the folks I grew up with are still here. We can laugh together, sometimes fish together, and share our stories. What could be better than
that?”
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E.W. Nash honored for
1983 Florida Theatre
restoration
Avondale resident E. William Nash II was among several civic leaders honored at the Florida Theatre on Oct. 1 to celebrate 30 years of arts and entertainment in downtown Jacksonville. Among those civic leaders who led the effort
to save the theatre in the early 1980s were Jeff Dunn, then Chairman of the
Arts Assembly Board; E. William Nash, then CEO of Prudential’s SouthCentral Home Office and Chair of the Fundraising Campaign; Trinita Logue,
then President of the Arts Assembly; and The Honorable Jake Godbold, Mayor
of Jacksonville 1978-1987.
Nash reminisced about his assignment 30 years ago, saying “I was new in
town and trying to find my way around and get to know people. They said that
Jake (Godbold) was interested in getting this done, so I introduced myself to
Jake, we became good friends and he put me to work.”
The 88-year-old theatre-goer said that the building had been in very bad condition in its 56th year, indicating that the homeless were sleeping in it. “We had
to take down everything and bring it up to date and make it the best in the city
at that point in time,” Nash shared. “It was tired, but it turned out to be beautiful. I’ve had people tell me that when it was re-done, it was prettier than the
original.”

New scholarship endowment
honors Louise Gidden Jones
Bridarra Lovett, First Coast
High School, and Alexis Patterson,
Paxon School for Advanced
Studies, are both receiving $1,000
scholarships for their commitment
to community service and academics. These high school seniors are
the first winners of the Louise Gidden
Jones Memorial Scholarship
Endowment.
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Jack Jones, who served on the St.
Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation
Board of Directors, created a scholarship endowment through the
Foundation in memory of his late wife
Louise, a longtime member and past
president of the St. Vincent’s Auxiliary,
and longtime member of the
Community Board and Advisory
Board.

E. William and Frances
Nash at the 30th
anniversary of the nonprofit Florida Theatre’s
restoration and grand
reopening.

The Florida Theatre, built in 1927, is recognized as one of the finest concert
venues in the Southeast and is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.
“Everyone responsible for the Florida Theatre’s success today, stands on the
shoulders of those who came before us, especially the people with the vision
and foresight to save the building in the first place,” said Numa Saisselin, president of the Florida Theatre Performing Arts Center, Inc.
“Louise and Jack
followed in the footsteps of the
Daughters of
Charity, serving
their community and
giving back to those
in need,” said Jane
R. Lanier, CFRE,
President & Chief
Development Officer of the St.
Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation.
“Through this endowment, their spirit
of volunteerism and generosity will

live on for generations, helping our
youngest volunteers achieve their academic and community service goals
and ambitions.”
The Louise Gidden Jones
Memorial Scholarship will be given
annually to two exemplary teenage
volunteers with the St. Vincent’s
Auxiliary Teenager Volunteer
Program. Both Jack and Louise dedicated their lives to volunteering and
improving the lives of people in our
community.

Inside every
retired gal.
IS A TEENAGED GAL .

At Camellia Retirement Community, we think of retired
folks as “teenagers with more experience.” We also think
that retirement should be really fun. Those thoughts are what
make us so different, and why you’ll feel like you
live in a luxury resort. Come see for yourself. Call now
to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour.

From I-295, take Baymeadows Road east. Go through
traffic light, then turn right on Sweetwater Parkway.
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Colonial Dames host tourism conference reception
at Ximenez-Fatio House
The Colonial Dames were
recently the hostesses “with the
most-est” at the Ximenez-Fatio
House Museum.
The national and state landmark
in St. Augustine recently served as
the host reception site for the St.
Johns County Cultural and
Heritage Tourism Marketing
Council’s 2013 Cultural &
Heritage Tourism Marketing
Conference.

The reception was hosted in the
courtyard of the historic boarding
house property where gatherings
have been held since the 1700s.
Guests enjoyed live music and
entertainment and tours with reenactors who portrayed individuals
in period costumes. The National
Society of The Colonial Dames of
America in The State of Florida
(NSCDA-FL) provided food and
beverages, as well as tours of the
property.

Reception hostesses
and tour guides
Wendy Laprade,
Norma Lockwood,
Harold and
LaGrange Gippe

Reception hostesses
and tour guides Anita
Goyer, Dorothy Marsh,
Winfield Duss, Mimi
Baruch, Norma
Lockwood and Owene
Courtney

Garden Club’s
Acacia Circle
lunches at Terra
The Acacia Garden Circle of the Jacksonville
Garden Club spent an afternoon enjoying lunch
at Terra restaurant on Herschel Street in the
Fairfax neighborhood. The ladies and gentlemen
shared stories, made plans and enjoyed an
afternoon of fine food and drink. The Acacia
Garden Circle is one of many clubs that continue growing the Garden Club legacy. The self
supporting, non-profit organization is dedicated
to education, beautification, and conservation
citywide with projects such as the gardens at
The Jacksonville Zoo, the Jacksonville
Arboretum and Gardens, Tree Hill, and The St.
Johns Riverkeeper.
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Faure’s Requiem by the
Jacksonville University Orchestra
and Massed Choirs
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MOSH After Dark:
The Buzz About Bees

Sunday, Nov. 3, 6 p.m.
All Saints Episcopal Church, 4171 Hendricks Avenue
Admission is free; call (904) 737-8488 for details.

Thursday, Nov. 21, 6 p.m.
What would happen if bees became extinct?
Admission is $5 for the general public; register online
at www.themosh.org

Town Hall with Ander Crenshaw

Thanksgiving Gratitude Service

Tuesday, Nov. 5, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
JAX Chamber, 3 Independent Drive
RSVP katie.santilli@jaxhealth.com; cost $10; refreshments served. Congressman Crenshaw to speak
about the federal budget deadlock, JaxPort deepening
and other local issues.

Thursday, Nov. 21, 6 p.m.
Congregation Ahavath Chesed, the Temple, 8727
San Jose Blvd. The 2013 OneJax Interfaith service is
in its 95th year; canned food and dry goods will be
collected for Second Harvest Food Bank. Reception
follows after the service.

Colonial Dames of XVII Century,
Hannah Dustin Chapter Meeting

Ryan’s Run 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run

Wednesday, Nov. 6, 11 a.m.
San Jose Country Club, 7529 San Jose Blvd.
Contact Pamela Oglesby at (904) 714-0501 for details.

Fishweir Fall Festival
Friday, Nov. 8, 5-8 p.m.
Fishweir Elementary School, 3977 Herschel Street
Fundraiser event with carnival games, bounce house,
food trucks and silent auction.

1st Annual North Florida
Honeybee Festival
Sunday, Nov. 10, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Garden Club of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside
Avenue. Seminars, children’s activities, vendors and
more www.beefriendsfarm.com

8th Interfaith Forum:
Theology.Net: An Interfaith
Chat #GodTechnology
Religion

Saturday, Nov. 23, 8 a.m.
Ortega Methodist Church, 4807 Roosevelt Blvd.
Sponsored by Janie Boyd Realty and Educational
Development Services. Register at
www.1stplacesports.com

Gingerbread Extravaganza
Opens Wednesday, Dec. 4, Monday to Friday, 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Old St. Andrews Church, 317 A. Philip Randolph
Boulevard next to the Jacksonville Baseball Grounds
Sponsored by the Jacksonville Historical Society and
is open to the public. Suggested donation of $5 for
adults and $3 for children 3 and up. For more information call (904) 665-0064 or email
info@jaxhistory.com.

Women’s Christmas Brunch
Christmas Craft Market

Monday, Dec. 9, 9:30 a.m.
Southside United Methodist Family Life Center,
3120 Hendricks Avenue . Speaker: Annie
Pajcic, founder of ThouArtExhalted: Creating
Art through God’s Word
Contact
j.yates@southsidemethodist.org or
(904) 396-2676 to pre-register

Saturday, Nov. 30, Noon to 4 p.m.
Southside United Methodist Family Life
Center, 3120 Hendricks Avenue

2013 Jacksonville Light
Parade
Saturday, Nov. 30, 7 p.m.
Jacksonville Landing and the
Downtown Riverfront

Christmas Oratorio

37th Annual Art &
Antiques Show
presented by the Women’s Board
of Wolfson Children’s Hospital
Friday-Sunday, Dec. 6-8, opens 11 a.m.
Prime Osborne Convention Center
Event features antiques, art objects, furniture, jewelry, glassware and textiles sold by notable dealers
representing various regions of the United States

Sunday, Dec. 15, 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 University
Blvd. W – Email info@LPCjax.com for information.
Christmas Oratorio by Camile Saint-Sanes presented
by LPC Chancel Choir, guest instrumentalists and
vocalists.

Ken Medema in Concert

Thursday, Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m.,
reception follows. All Saints
Episcopal Church, 4171 Hendricks
Avenue. Panelists may address whether
technology isolates older members of
faith communities, how technology affects
the way people hear holy texts, whether technology
is a must for progress and growth, and what some
of the dangers of technology and faith are for worship leaders.

San Marco Square Holiday
Friday, Dec. 6 Christmas Tree Lighting, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 7 Holiday Magic, 5-9 p.m., Jingle Bell
Run, 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14 Live Nativity &
Luminaria, 6-9 p.m., Arbor and Laurel Streets

Sunday-Monday, Dec. 15-16, 7 p.m.
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church, 4001 Hendricks
Avenue. For four decades, Ken Medema has inspired
people through storytelling and music. Though blind
from birth, Ken sees and hears with heart and mind,
custom designing every musical moment of his performance with brilliant improvisation that defies
description. Call (904) 396-7745 for tickets and
information.

Hubbard House Holiday Tea

Christmas in Avondale

Blue Christmas

Saturday, Nov. 16, 3-5 p.m.
Premier Jewelry tea party supports Hubbard House
Dress for Success program. Contact Elizabeth Towers
for details at (904) 705-5608 or etowers@att.net.

Saturday, Dec. 7, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Carriage rides, sleigh rides, Santa photo ops, face
painting and more for the kids; wine tastings, belly
dancers, a Flash Dance, food and more for the adults

2nd Annual San Marco Art Festival

Gingerbread House Workshop

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 16-17, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Square of San Marco, 1971 San Marco Boulevard
www.artfestival.com

Saturday, Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m.
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 University
Blvd. W – Email info@LPCjax.com for reservations;
limited to 25.

Thursday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Avondale United Methodist Church, 1651 Talbot
Avenue. The Blue Christmas Service is a special
quiet time to share the hope of Christmas, even
when you may feel sad or exhausted!

Christmas Cantata
Sunday, Dec. 22, 11 a.m. at
Ortega Methodist Church, 4807 Roosevelt Blvd.

Oyster Roast
12th Annual

Friday, November 22nd, 2013
seven o’clock in the evening
Garden Club of Jacksonville
“River Day”
24” x 30” Oil on Canvas
Henry Von Genk III
TheVonGenkGallery.com

Join us for live music, silent auction, fabulous food
by Biscotti’s and succulent oysters!
Purchase tickets online at

www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org
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Something for everyone at annual Veg Fest at Riverside Park
of water in biodegradable containers.
“All in the name of progress,” said
James Robison, Grassroots’ co-owner.
“Being located right around the corner
from the event allows for tremendous
synergy between Grassroots and Veg
Fest.”
That type of synergy attracted 5,000
people last year and Watkins believes it is
at the heart of the event’s success.
“Getting sponsors took time, but now
everyone has a sense that Jacksonville’s
vegan/vegetarian/green community is
growing. We just want to come in like a
Vegnado and bring people together in a
fun way to talk about living a humane,
healthful and environmentally responsible
plant-based life style.”
For information, visit
www.nfvegfest.org.

“Vegnado” storms this year’s
festival, beer garden offers
refuge
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
A “Vegnado” is heading to 5 Points
and it is bringing pie and beer.
Northeast Florida Veg Fest is storming
into Riverside Park (753 Park St.) for the
fourth consecutive year, Saturday, Nov. 9
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Veg Fest, sponsored by Girls Gone
Green, offers animal rights, nutrition and
environmentally oriented speakers, information booths, and vendors as well as
cooking demonstrations, live music and
kids’ activities. And, of course, plenty of
delicious vegan/vegetarian food.
“The festival has grown in both size
and variety, so we’re taking up a lot more
of the park and offering different things,”
said Julie Watkins, the festival’s founder.
One of the differences is a little
twist(er) on a Veg Fest fan favorite, the
vegan pie-eating contest. Previously a
local celebrity event, participation this
year was open to the public. But contestants had to earn it by staring down a tornado of fruits and vegetables.
“Other organizers and I became
obsessed with Sharknado,” Watkins
explained, referring to the movie about
sharks being lifted from the ocean into
Los Angeles via a waterspout after a tornado hits the city. “One crazy conversation lead to another and the next thing we
know, ‘Vegnado’ was this year’s theme!
People asked us to open the contest to
the public, so we combined the two.”
Hopeful participants submitted photos
of themselves reacting to an approaching

Animal and vegetable mascots spread the word about healthy, cruelty-free eating at 2012 Veg Fest

Vegnado and the best were uploaded to
the festival’s Facebook page for public
voting. The top five vote getters became
this year’s pie-eaters. A Vegnado photo
booth will also be present festival day.
The contest takes place high noon on
the main stage, where six bands will play
throughout the day, right next to another
new feature, the Beer Garden.
“It’s our first year serving beer. The
Beer Garden will feature a local craft
brewery as well as some domestics,”
Watkins said. “It’s all just to make the day
as much fun as it is educational.”
In that vein, a scavenger hunt will also
occur festival day. By texting VEGJAX to
55678, participants will receive keywords
to say at specified locations providing a
chance to win prizes.
“I like that they make it fun. There can

be an elitist vegan culture, but at Veg Fest
it’s an open embrace: ‘Here’s knowledge,
great food, nice demonstrations, cool
people…let’s enjoy it,’” said Carrie Zarka
Dooley, European Street Café and Shakti
Life Kitchen owner.
Dooley will demonstrate making vegan
apple cobbler and European Street will
have a booth featuring pinwheel veg
wrap.
“We’ve been part of the festival from
the start. It’s a great way to gain recognition for our ever-expanding
vegetarian/vegan menu and to be part of
what’s becoming a great Riverside tradition,” said Jessica Land, manager of
European Street San Marco.
Grassroots Natural Market in 5 Points
has also long been a part of that tradition
and this year is donating 1,000 containers

Q:

I want to list my
house for sale and
I think I know what it’s
worth. How does a realtor
determine what the asking
price should be?

Proper Pricing of a home is critical and will
determine whether your home sells quickly,
languishes on the market or never even sells.
Using a neighborhood specialist is important
because they have in depth knowlege about many
homes in the immediate vicinity (sold and unsold)
as well as why one street/location/feature may be
more valuable than another. In order to correctly
value your home, a realtor should:
1. Come look at your home – this is an essential step
2. Make notes on features and beneﬁts
(i.e. new kitchen, new roof)
3. Study RECENT sales in the neighborhood
4. Compare your home feature by feature to those sales
5. Make adjustments for differences between the homes
6. Create a CMA (Comparative Market Analysis) for
your review
7. Create a Seller’s Cost Estimate so you can see
what you will net from the sale
My partner Caroline and I have sold over 100 homes
in the area which makes us uniquely positioned to
determine a proper selling price for your home.We
have experience with condos,
bungalows, riverfront estates and
everything in between. Call us
to get the RIGHT price for
your house and we’ll get it sold!

THINKING OF BUYING?
RATES ARE STILL LOW!
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Now is a great time for government
loans through FHA and VA.

Extensive
Experience.
Thankful for
Award-winning Design/Builders
s 2ENOVATIONS s .EW #ONSTRUCTION s #OMMERCIAL  2ESIDENTIAL

904.387.0770
CBC #057150

www.TurnageCo.com

4114 Herschel Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32210

25 Years in

Business!

O
LD

3815 Bettes Circle, Ortega

S

Fresh
Ideas
Teamed with

MLS #653637

MLS #606246

3900 Richmond Street, Avondale

PAGE A28

NOVEMBER 2013

Showing support
for the fuzzy
friends of nature
Daisy Hardaker models
a bee costume, an
annual favorite for
Halloween.

BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Father Jon Coffey, Episcopal priest,
understands death and resurrection.
Perhaps that is why he can view the
loss of his beloved bees with optimism.
“The moths got in and killed the hive,
but I will repopulate it eventually,” he

says calmly.
This would certainly make Avondale
residents Bill and Annette Boling
happy as they remember being invited
to the Coffey home and sampling the
golden local honey. Coffey is one of a
growing number of amateur beekeepers, folks who are mesmerized by the
beauty and industry of backyard bees.
Colony Collapse Disorder, moths
and Varroa mites have all contributed to
the 50 percent decrease in the bee population over the past 50 years. Because
of this decline, Fr. Coffey’s revitalized
hive – indeed every single backyard
frame box or rooftop skep – is helpful.
Whether they know them up close
and personally or not, most folks rely

on the seven species of bees
(out of 20,000) that produce honey.
Kim Pezza, author of Keeping
Honeybees, says, “Eighty percent of
the food Americans eat is pollinated
directly by bees. This is a value of anywhere between $10 billion and $15 billion per year. Although other birds and
insects do pollinate they get the pollen
by accident while they are seeking the
nectar. In contrast, the honeybee looks
for both the nectar and the pollen as it
uses both to feed their larvae and themselves.”
The novice beekeeper must decide
on hive type, family reaction, zoning,
placement, and initial bee purchase. He
or she may gather important informa-

Beautiful
Bungalow
in Avondale!
Charm, character, curb
appeal with sunroom
and fenced backyard w/
landscape lighting. $345,000

Laney Smith
REALTOR®

904-674-1888

Eve Krasutsky
© 2013 BRER Afﬁliates Inc.An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Afﬁliates Inc. Prudential, the
Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered
in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other afﬁliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Puerto
Plata

Restaurant

Authentic Latin Cuisine

SAN JUAN AVE
PALMER AVE

Puerto Plata

APPLETON AVE

ROOSEVELT BLVD

BL
AN
DIN
GB
LV
D

CASSAT AVE

Delicious Food

904.388.5888

2045 Blanding Boulevard
Across from Lakeshore Bicycles

REALTOR®

904-742-3835

Stew Irwin, business director for Bee Friends Farm,
displays his craft at a local event

tion on these and other decisions by
attending the 1st Annual North Florida
Honeybee Festival at the Garden Club
of Jacksonville on Nov. 10, enrolling in
weekend Bee Colleges put on by the
University of Florida or taking online
courses. There are YouTube videos on
every aspect of beekeeping and magazine articles in a variety of periodicals
especially Mother Earth News and
Urban Farmer Magazine. Excellent
recipes using honey can be found at the
National Honey Board’s website
www.honey.com. Prospective beekeepers can sign up for a free newsletter on
the website also.
Every homeowner who refuses to
spray pesticides casually is helpful also.
Given the deepening decline of the only
insect that produces food fit for human
consumption, the appearance of yellow
T-shirts at the Saturday Riverside Arts
Market is heartening. In wide black letters, the shirts proclaim “Try beekeeping. It’s cheaper than drugs…and you
get honey.”
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Orange Park, Florida
January 2014
$90 - Includes all materials

Beginner & Refresher
Bridge Classes
American Contract
Bridge League

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER BY CONTACTING:
Sharon Carter, ACBL accredited Instructor,
ABTA member.
904-213-9277 or
sharoncarter1950@att.net

4427 N. Goodbys Hideaway Drive – Two-story
home in small community with great location. Great
room with ﬁreplace, large backyard on small pond,
kitchen with breakfast room, laundry room with
washer and dryer, screened porch. Master, two
bedrooms and two baths upstairs. Roof is two years
old, new carpet in great room and exterior has been
freshly painted! $160,000

3724 Hilliard Road – Charming brick bungalow
on quiet street. Three bedrooms, two baths, vintage
kitchen, wonderful ﬂoor plan with living, dining
and family rooms. Partially fenced backyard and
one-car garage. Upgraded thermopane windows
and attic insulation. Abundance of closets - two in
master bedroom! This starter home you must see!
$169,000

Linda McMorrow

Selby Kaiser

904-626-9900

904-626-8800

REALTOR®

ﬂorida_legends@msn.com

12818 Mandarin Road – Mandarin riverfront
at its ﬁnest. Beautifully cleared homesite with
magniﬁcent trees ready for your future home.
Bulkhead in place and dock with boat cover. The
views and the sunsets are incredible! $1,200,000

REALTOR®

selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

SOLD

1029 Larkspur Loop – Spacious brick home on large
lot in Julington Creek with no CDD fees! Screened pool,
heated and cooled bonus room overlooking pool, rear
yard and golf course. Split bedrooms, open ﬂoor plan
with many updates - granite in kitchen and master bath.
Four large bedrooms; two share Jack & Jill bath. Wood
ﬂoors, all appliances stay. $369,900

904.739.7100 2IÀFH | 904.425.3989 )D[ | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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Jacksonville’s
Cast and Blast

BY NATHAN & TED MILLER

The Cast
Inshore fishing can be fantastic this
time of year. Coming off the heels of the
Coastal Conservation Association
Committee (CCA) and The Creek Wars
inshore fishing tournaments last month,
many anglers will continue their pursuit
of the
“inshore slam” – trout, flounder and
red fish – as the action continues.
Anglers will run to their favorite early
morning spots at first light in search for
giant trout. The water will come alive as
bait fish begin to move. Working creeks

around marsh grass or docks along the
St. Johns and Ortega Rivers with top
water plugs can be very effective. It is
hard to beat the strike of a 4-pound trout
on top water as the sun begins to rise.
Trout limit: minimum size 15” and no
more than 20” total length and six fish
per angler, with one fish over 20” allowable per
angler in
the
Northeast
Zone.
The
flounder
bite has
been on fire
for the past
month or
so.
Although
October
seems to
mark the
best time to
target them, many are still around during
the month of November. Working docks
or deep water along the banks of
Downtown with live mud minnows on a
Carolina rig or jig head, and spinner

baits with scented-soft plastics in the
shallower areas can be good too.
Flounder limit: minimum size 12” total
length and 10 fish per angler per day.
Red action will continue through the
month of November as well. Try to target
creeks and docks during moving tides
with your favorite natural or artificial
baits. And watch for unusually high tides
in the marshes. Flood tides should
accompany the new and full moon which
will take place in early and midNovember respectfully.
Red limit: minimum size 18” and no
more than 27” total length and two fish
per angler per day, but not to exceed
eight fish per vessel.

The Blast
Growing up in Jacksonville, our father
took us water fowl hunting when we were
kids. With this experience, we were
exposed at an early age to many different parts of Florida. Some winter weekends we camped along the banks of
Rodman
Reservoir.
Other times
we stayed
in dogfriendly
hotels along
Florida’s
Space
Coast hunting the
Merritt
Island
National
Wildlife
Refuge. We
also took day trips south of Hawthorne,
FL to Orange Lake and Lake Lochloosa.
But there are other great areas to
enjoy that are closer to home. Guana
River Wildlife Management Area sits
along A1A south of Ponte Vedra Beach.

Reports have been good over the past
few years. They only allow a certain
number of boats, so getting in line early
the morning of the hunt may be needed.
Guana WMA has specific regulations
and is open to hunting only on certain
days. Contact the Guana River WMA
office for current information, (904) 8256877.
Other waterfowl hunting areas include
our vast saltwater marshes along the
Intracoastal Waterway. These areas can
accessed within a short boat run from
one of the numerous public boat ramps
that exist for our use.
Tide plays a big role in hunting these
areas. High tides offer plenty of water to
maneuver around and work in. Low tides
translate into less water and much muddier conditions.
Typical deep and saltwater species
like mergansers, ruddy ducks and buffleheads can be harvested. But certain
species of shallow-feeding puddle ducks
can be harvested as well. Teal and mottled ducks are common in these areas
too.
Hunting and fishing close to home
has its distinct advantages. It allows for
the valuable time spent with family and
friends enjoying our most precious
resource without a lot of time committed
away from other family and work.
And watching a rising sun illuminate
one of our scenic hammocks of mossyoak trees can be breathtaking.
With Thanksgiving coming up this
month, we are thankful for our great city
and all that it offers us.

Send your pictures, stories and
favorite destinations to
The Miller Brothers at
Nathan@FredMillerGroup.com or
Ted at Ted@FredMillerGroup.com.
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Creek Wars:
The battle is
over!

SUBMITTED BY LADD B. ROBERTS
CREEK WARS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Tall tides and light winds greeted this
year’s Creek Wars Triple Challenge
Tournament (visit creekwars.com for
results). The conditions made for a
challenging and exciting proving ground
for our tournament anglers.
The Creek Wars 5th Annual Triple
Challenge Tournament held Oct. 19 at
Beach Marine (Nippers) boasted 27 of
54 anglers weighing catch for their
chance to win one of 12 opportunities
for cash prizes.
First place winners were Paul
Harnage (12.96 lbs. aggregrate in the
Triple Challenge); Jim Price (7.19 lbs.
Redfish), David Flood (3.96 lbs. Sea
Trout) and Otis Chauncey (8.08 lbs.
Flounder).
The Northeast Chapter of The
Florida Irrigation Society presented the
annual fund-raising tournament, supporting Firehouse Subs Public Safety
Foundation (saving lives) and the Guy
Harvey Ocean Foundation (promoting
education and scientific research to protect and enhance our marine environments). The angler entry fees, raffle
money, t-shirt sales and corporate
donations enable the Society to give to
these organizations.
Top tier sponsors included Firehouse
Subs, Miller Lite-Champion Brands,
Rowe’s Supermarkets, FNGLA,
American Electrical Contracting, NDS,
Strike-Zone Fishing, Mobicare, Pure
Fishing and Fred Miller Group. Thank
you for fishing Creek Wars and we look
forward to seeing you again next year!
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Famous clam pie a family
Thanksgiving tradition
BY VICTORIA REGISTER-FREEMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Holiday dining traditions in the Historic District are
as diverse as the District itself.
Some traditions feature a quick meal and then the
communal viewing of airborne pigskin; some family traditions feature communal appreciation of another part of
the pig, or the turkey, or even the mutant turducken
which is a turkey stuffed with a duck that is stuffed with
a chicken.
Some folks simply fire up the grill, eat oysters, and
quaff locally brewed beverages.
Nancy Splane’s family eats a holiday feast that features half-century old family recipes gleaned from
Louisiana and Washington, D.C. While the menu varies
slightly from year to year, certain dishes are always on
the table: oyster soup (not stew), clam pie, turkey with
cornbread dressing, George’s Green Beans, sweet potato
soufflé, and pumpkin pie.
Almost every dish has both tongue appeal and ear
appeal because there is a family story connected to most
of them. “The cornbread dressing was
from Louisiana,”
recalls Splane.
“My father’s mother made it with
half toast and half
cornbread. When
my mother began to
host the meal, she
took out the toast
and changed it to a
totally cornbread
dressing. It has
stayed that way ever
since. Half of the
dressing is pecan and
half oyster. That combination has not
changed.
“The clam pie might
be called a quiche, but
in the late ‘60s when
my family first tasted
the pie, quiche was
unknown. They had
gone to Washington,
D.C. to celebrate my brother George getting commissioned as a Marine officer. The Mayflower Hotel’s
Thanksgiving menu featured clam pie as an appetizer.
Every adult loved it, so my mother asked the waiter if it
was possible to get the recipe. The waiter went back into
the kitchen and then after a while came out with the
recipe, typed by the executive chef on Mayflower stationery. It has been on the family holiday menu ever
since that day.

“George’s Green Beans is a dish that has a less storied
pedigree, but it is easy and delicious. Everyone in the
family makes it for holidays and other days. The beans
are blanched. Red onion is sautéed in olive oil and then
the beans are added to the onion and cooked with some
balsamic vinegar and a
little water. Salt is
added to taste.
“My earliest memories of the holidays feature a Thanksgiving
with my 15 first
cousins. The years
have changed who sits
down at the holiday
table now. The kids’
table contracts and
expands. A holiday
champagne toast has
been added to the
two kinds of tea, but
some things stay the
same. The family
stories are still told;
the sweet potato
soufflé still has no
marshmallows, the
non-negotiable sit
down time is still
one o’clock and the pecan pie prohibition is
still in effect, although no one is really sure how that got
started.”
Hadley Splane, Nancy’s daughter, remembers the family members each telling something he or she is thankful
for as part of the pre-meal blessing. Hadley’s own rendition of the Thanksgiving meal usually involves an oyster
roast featuring friends’ potluck contributions. “This way
of celebrating started when I lived in New York far from
family. We called it a Friendsgiving up there.”
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Dear Loyal Readers:
Our theme Giving/Thanksgiving is so appropriate. This issue
of The Resident is a special one for me, marking the end of a
full year’s worth of issues serving as editor. The position came
at a time when I was transitioning from an out-of-town job to
unemployment, and for that I couldn’t be more thankful.
Jacksonville was our “pick city” when my husband Bill and I
were trying to decide where to move from Pittsburgh two years
ago. We have been so blessed here and I am continually overwhelmed by the kindness and graciousness of people I meet while covering
neighborhood news.
In this issue you’ll read a lot of stories about ordinary people who give in
extraordinary ways, from well-known philanthropists, to often overworked

and underpaid staff at nonprofit organizations, to the next door
neighbor who quietly helps others. All are inspiring; I hope
you’ll agree and be inspired as well.
These stories, and the many that we’ve published all year,
wouldn’t be read if it weren’t for the awesome team of contributing writers at The Resident. I applaud longtime writers
Steve DiMattia, Victoria Register-Freeman, Julie Kerns
Garmendia, Nathan Miller and Laura Jane Pittman and newcomers Nancy Lee Bethea, Lorrie DeFrank, Peggy Harrell Jennings, Lara
Patangan and Robin Robinson, as well as special contributors throughout the
year. I could not have done this without them.

Gratefully,

Kate A. Hallock, Editor

My Favorite Things
Goes Holiday
Submissions for class winners, grades 1 to 6, in the
drawing contest are due Nov. 12 to the editor. Scan
and email to kate@residentnews.net or mail originals
to The Resident Community News Group, Attn. Editor,
1650 Margaret Street, #310, Jacksonville, FL 32204.

N O R A FLEM ING

MEET
&
GREET
at Avondale Gift Boutique
FRIDAY / NOVEMBER 8, 2013
5:30 – 7:30 PM

FREE
MINI

Senior Memories:
Holiday Favorites
Tell us in 50 words or less about your favorite holiday
memory or holiday tradition. Feel free to include a photo,
then or now! Deadline: Nov. 8. Mail to The Resident
Community News Group, Attn. Editor, 1650 Margaret Street,
#310, Jacksonville, FL 32204 or send via email to
kate@residentnews.net.

Join Us
On
Sunday

WITH EVERY

PLATTER
PURCHASE

3650 St. Johns Avenue 904.387.9557
www.AvondaleGiftBoutique.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in Peterson Fellowship Hall

4275 Herschel Street
)D[
ZZZVMSFMD[RUJ
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oyster perpetual and yacht-master are trademarks.
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Philanthropy alive and well on First Coast
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Every day, people perform countless acts of love – many of them in local
neighborhoods. From driving an elderly neighbor to the grocery store to
knitting a scarf for a college student away from home, kind acts can happen
anywhere, anytime.
It’s the season of giving thanks, and for many in Jacksonville, this time of
year means donating their time, energy, means and ideas to benefit others.
Derived from the Greek, philanthropia, the word, philanthropy, means
love for mankind. Whether they volunteer to help battered women and runaways or donate money to buy medical equipment and services, Jacksonville
is enriched as a community because of its generous philanthropists.

“Generosity will come back”
“There’s a transformation that happens with philanthropy,” Jane
Lanier, president of St. Vincent’s Hospital Foundation, said. “Giving transforms the receivers and the community, but also the giver.”
Lanier shares what she’s learned about philanthropy as she travels across
the country. “Philanthropy is alive and well in Jacksonville, Florida,” Lanier

said. “The people here are very giving.”
Foundation donors come from
diverse religious backgrounds, according to Lanier, but they all believe giving
back should be part of life. “It’s an
absolute truth God will not be outdone!” Lanier said. “Generosity will
come back.”
Riverside resident Nancy Schultz,
and her late husband Fred Schultz,
started the Shultz Foundation when they
were young. They donated to St.
Vincent’s, where Fred was born in 1929,
and taught their family to do the same. “We were so blessed with good fortune, we wanted to share it,” Shultz said.
With his interest in improving education and in local politics, Mr.
Schultz’s passion was to improve education. He did so by sponsoring legislation as Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives to start the
University of North Florida. He also played a vital role in establishing what
is now Florida State College at Jacksonville.
Donating funds to improve both education and health care, the Shultzes
have been involved in various organizations throughout their lives.
In that vein, Shultz recently donated original artwork to the heart center at
St. Vincent’s. “I couldn’t think of anything nicer,” she said. “The paintings
are cheerful, decorative and colorful. It makes me feel good, and I’m sure it
makes people [patients] feel better.”
Helping patients feel better is one task health care workers strive to
accomplish every shift they work. The Baptist Health Foundation, part of
Northeast Florida’s largest nonprofit healthcare provider, uses philanthropic
gifts to provide scholarships for nurses, therapists and others to continue
their education and move forward in their careers.
Currently, Baptist Foundation is supporting the Agewell Institute at

The

transformative
power of giving
has its own
reward...

Continued on B5
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“It makes you happy if you
give,” Shultz said. “I did it for them,
but I did it for me, too.”
Continued from B4 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Baptist Medical Center, expanding emergency care at Baptist Beaches, and
promoting wellness in families lacking access to adequate health care,
according to the Baptist Health web site.
Local philanthropists Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver last year made a
$10 million endowment gift to Baptist Health to fund behavioral health programs for children and young adults. In addition, the new patient care tower
at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville and Wolfson Children’s Hospital was
named in honor of the Weavers.

Cathedral Arts Project
Philanthropic giving benefits children creatively, too. The Cathedral Arts
Project (CAP) is a non-profit organization exposing kids across the First
Coast to instruction in the visual and performing arts. Founded in 1993 and
incorporated as a non-profit in 2000, CAP’s mission is to improve life in the
community by encouraging creativity in kids.
In addition to earning better grades in reading and math, students involved
in CAP’s after school curricula also improved their behavior and scored
higher on standardized tests, according to the organization’s website.
Several kids have used their exposure to the arts to become more disciplined students or find their life’s calling. With many CAP participants living close to the poverty line, their exposure to dance, music and art changes
their lives.
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Effects in community

Philanthropy is thriving in fields other than health care, too. Thanks to
owner Shad Khan, the Jaguars Foundation has provided more than $1 million in grants this year. The Foundation also supports the military and veterans, college scholarships and numerous youth programs.
Play 60, an anti-obesity program, awards grants to non-profit organizations serving economically and socially disadvantaged youth. Funded by the
Jaguars Foundation and Wolfson Children’s Hospital, grants are either
school-based or community-based. The goals of the initiative are to increase
kids’ physical activity and teach them better nutrition. Grant monies are
used to purchase pedometers, heart rate monitors and equipment, among
other things.

“It makes you happy if you give”
The transformative power of giving has its own reward, Shultz said,
because of the joy it produces. “It makes you happy if you give,” Shultz
said. Regarding the artwork she painted and donated to St. Vincent’s, she
said, “I did it for them, but I did it for me, too.”
Having never drawn before, a friend suggested Shultz take art lessons.
She followed her friend’s advice and enrolled in an art class at University of
North Florida at the age of 67. Shultz earned a second bachelor’s degree in
fine arts three years later graduating summa cum laude. Now, at 83, Shultz is
unable to paint as much as she used to, but she still enjoys sharing her art
with others.
Shultz counts herself blessed to be a giver. “I’m so lucky I can help people. Everyone who has a way should help others.”
Shultz also credits her late husband for modeling philanthropy in her family. “I was fortunate to be married to a man for 60 years who believed in
[philanthropy] with all his heart,” she added.
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First Coast philanthropy,
volunteerism by the numbers
While philanthropy can happen on
a large or small scale, much of it
takes place through donations to nonprofit corporations. According to the
2012 “State of the Sector Report”
published by the Jessie Ball duPont
Fund, a non-profit organization “is
one that is formed for the purpose of
benefitting society rather than for
making and distributing profits.” The
organizations can make a profit, but
they do not distribute it to any individuals because there are no shareholders or owners. The organizations
are given a 501(c)(3) classification by
the Internal Revenue Service, which
means contributions are tax
deductible.
In the five-county Northeast
Florida region (Baker, Clay, Duval,
Nassau and St. Johns counties), there
are 1,081 non-profits. Twenty-four
percent of them provide basic human
services for children, adults and seniors. Twelve percent are comprised of
associations, such as PTAs, sports and
recreation leagues and booster clubs.
The remaining ten percent operate in
the fields of arts and culture, general
education and religion, according to
the report.
Based on 2010 data, area nonprofits generate $5.8 billion in revenues

and expend $5.5 billion, or about
$4,083 per capita. “In 2010, Northeast
Florida’s nonprofits employed more
than 56,000 individuals – equivalent
to 9% of all civilian employees in the
five-county region. Nonprofit payrolls
totaled more than $2.3 billion. And
nonprofits also provided constructive
activities for more than 114,000 volunteers,” the report said.
Statewide, an hour of volunteer
time is valued at $18.66, and the average Florida volunteer contributes 31.5
hours per year. The value of nonprofit
volunteer labor in Northeast Florida is
estimated at $43.66 million.
Of the 1,081 area nonprofits, 70
percent are located in Duval County.
Most have less than $500,000 in
annual revenue, while 235 nonprofits
have annual revenues of $1 million or
more, according to the report.
Nonprofits provide most of the
health care in the area, the report said,
through hospitals, free clinics, nursing
homes or hospice, and more than one
out of 10 area nonprofits is religionfocused, such as Catholic Charities.
In addition to health care, area
nonprofits contribute to arts and culture, education, human services and
environmental and animal protection,
among other things.

10 LARGEST
NONPROFITS
RANKED BY REVENUES
(2010)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Southern Baptist Hospital of Florida
(Baptist Health)
Nemours Foundation
Mayo Clinic Jacksonville
St. Vincent’s Medical Center Inc.
Mayo Clinic Florida
University of Florida Jacksonville
Physicians
Baptist Medical Center Beaches
St. Luke’s – St. Vincent’s Healthcare Inc.
Jacksonville University
Community Hospice

Avondale Original - $925,000

One of a kind in Avondale, only three houses
from the river! Four huge bedrooms w/walk in
closets, 3.5 fully updated bathrooms. Downstairs
offers a welcoming foyer, formal living room
with ﬁreplace and a dining room overlooking
the private backyard. Spacious kitchen with
stainless appliances, den and powder room,
family room and sunroom/ofﬁce all on the ﬁrst
ﬂoor. Upstairs Master Suite with great closet
space and large bathroom with jetted tub and
shower. Includes a guest house with full bath
above garage! Location, Location, Location!

Ortega River Dream - $900,000

An entertainers dream with over 4,300 sq.
feet! Newer construction riverfront home
nestled in beautiful nature preserve in Ortega
Farms with expansive views of the Ortega
River and Ortega Island. Large eat-in kitchen
with Viking and Thermador gas appliances,
slate countertops and granite island. Three
bedrooms, 3.5 baths with two master suite
options. Upstairs party room with wet bar,
sink, fridge and surround sound throughout
entire home. High and Dry with dock to river.
Plenty of parking for all of your toys!

WATERFRONT

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
cece.cummings@prunet.com

904-434-9777
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Where government, taxes fall short,
nonprofit sector provides
First Coast is first class in
giving
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
In northeast Florida, where there are
almost 1.4 million residents, the nonprofit sector ranks third in the number of
jobs created – behind leisure and hospitality, and finance and insurance, but
ahead of construction, and transportation
and warehousing.
Those 57,000 paid positions pale in
comparison to the more than 114,000
volunteers who gave a collective 2.34
million hours in time in 2011, according
to a Jacksonville University report State
of the Sector: Fall 2012.
The value of those volunteer hours
amounted to nearly $44 million for the
1,081 nonprofit organizations that were
served. Add to that $620 million in
donations and one can begin to understand the impact that giving has on the
community.
These organizations cover the gamut
of interests and needs. In the five-county
area (Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau and St.
Johns), one can count 256 nonprofits
that provide services for children, adults
and seniors; 146 in the health sector;
134 associations (PTAs, recreational
sports, booster clubs); 123 in the education sector; 112 in ministry, evangelism
and religious education; 110 serve the
arts and culture; 30 are involved in animal protection; 23 in the environment,
and one zoo.
Nonprofits share a unique DNA,
according to an infographic created by
The Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida. A nonprofit is the number one
most trusted organization to act on quality-of-life issues; it is innovate and
accountable; a nonprofit offers in-depth
understanding of local community and it
mobilizes unique resources (federal and
state dollars, volunteers and donors).
Foundations, corporate philanthropy
and individuals are responsible
for the two-thirds of a billion
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dollars in giving. The Chronicle
of Philanthropy recently highlighted
the 50 most generous donors of 2012
and Jacksonville’s J. Wayne and
Delores Barr Weaver came in at #17
with $83.7 million in giving for
2012.

Jacksonville
fortunate in
Weavers’ embrace
Twenty years ago something really big happened to Jacksonville. Yes,
the city became the proud venue for
a new NFL franchise. But even bigger – and better – the owners of the
Jaguars began two decades and
counting of wholeheartedly embracing the community.
Absentee owners they were not.
When asked why they opened
their hearts to the community,
Delores Barr Weaver said, “Why we
felt the way we did feel, I’m not
sure; but we really felt like coming
in to this new community with an
NFL team, we weren’t just hanging
on their coattails, that we could do
much more than we ever could have
than just going somewhere else and
that’s been proven over and over
again.”
It’s clear she loves Jacksonville.
“It’s a great community and it didn’t
take us long to figure that out; we
were just grateful to be here; it
became our own right away.”
Much of Weaver’s focus has been
on children and women and she
explained why. “I’m not sure where
the focus on women and girls was
coming from, but we wanted to be
kind of exclusive and thought our
focus should be children; we found
out early on that this community has
a lot of children who are at risk. I’ve
always said, no child ever asks to be

born and they have no choice of a
parent or the lack thereof. We have
to care about them and that’s why
we started the Jaguars Foundation.”
“As far as women, I’ve always felt
that women were not valued as they
should be and I thought okay, maybe
with this platform there again maybe
I can change that a little bit, bring
some equality or at least speak out. I
really thought if I would step out
and say some things about that
inequality that others might just say,
‘Wow, if she can say it, so can I.’
Whether that has happened or not, I
can’t equate that to any numbers, but
I think now that people have said it.
I hope I moved the needle a bit, but
you can’t measure it,” Weaver said.

philanthropy has on the fabric of
society. Each year, the Florida First
Coast Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals (AFP)
honors donors, volunteers and professionals whose gifts of time,
expertise and resources contribute
significantly to the quality of life in
our communities.
This year’s 28th Annual National
Philanthropy Day Awards will take
place on Tuesday, Nov. 5 at the
Hyatt Regency. This annual event is
also a fundraiser for the Florida First
Coast Chapter of the AFP to provide
scholarships and educational opportunities to further individual members’ professional development.

According to event co-chair
Courtney Weatherby, director of
development for We Care
Jacksonville, “Philanthropy in our
community can mean many different
things, whether you volunteer to
mentor a teenager or attend a gala in
support of a nonprofit or advocate on
behalf of a child suffering from a
life threatening illness, you are
essentially giving back to our community. I believe all of these acts,
through philanthropy, tie us together
as a community. We see AFP’s
National Philanthropy Day as a way
to honor and celebrate these community members.”

First Coast
acknowledgment
National Philanthropy Day
acknowledges the entire spectrum of
services that the nonprofit and civic
and service sectors provide, as well
as the profound impact that

 Monogramming
 Custom Embroidery
 Printed wearables - 1 piece to 100’s

1302 Lakewood Rd.
San Marco Lakefront
MLS#687087

$725,000

1840 River Road
San Marco Riverfront
MLS#660846

$2,790,000

...and always the best food
for your best friend!
4204 HERSCHEL STREET

384-9922
1505 Halliday Lane South
St Nicholas
MLS#680229

$300,000

5477 N. River Trail Road
Riverfront
MLS#686278

$795,000

5424 Stanford Road
San Jose Lakefront
MLS#683182

$240,000

2615 Ocean Drive South
Jacksonville Beach Oceanfront
MLS#687180

$1,675,000
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Edgewood Gardens blossoms
with community involvement
Our Fertile Earth, Florida
Christian Center celebrate
grand opening
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Emily Dale was easily spotted
during the October grand opening of
Edgewood Gardens in Murray Hill
even when surrounded by towering
plants and camouflaged by endless
shades of green and brown.
Among the red-streaked Swiss
chard, purple eggplants and orange
pumpkins Dale stood visible in her
electric green shirt and blue denim
overalls. Atop her head rested a special gardener’s hat.
“This hat belonged to Katharine
Hepburn. It was her gardening hat
and she wore it in the movie, On
Golden Pond. My daughter knew we
were having the grand opening and
bought it for me. She was my
favorite actress. She was a tough
bird…I think I am, too,” said Dale,
88, a Murray Hill native and now
resident of Florida Christian Center,
site of the gardens.
What began over a year ago with
Dale discovering an abandoned
greenhouse on FCC grounds has
blossomed into a fruitful food park
with deep community ties – particularly with Our Fertile Earth, the non-

profit that built and sponsors the
garden.
“When I moved here my first
thought was, ‘Oh shoot, I’m not
going to be able to garden.’ Then I
was exploring the grounds and found
an unused greenhouse and an idea
was born: to have a community garden
to furnish
good,

organic, homegrown vegetables
to the people who live in
these units,” said Dale, referring to
her fellow 270 residents of the senior adult independent living facility.
A convergence of people and synergy was set into motion that, Dale
said, “far exceeded my wildest
dreams.”
She worked with FCC’s director,
Brent Reynolds, and several nonprofits, including Occupy
Jacksonville, Anyone Can Plant A

Seed, and Our Fertile Earth to refurbish the greenhouse, germinate
seeds, construct elderly-friendly,
raised planter boxes, and, most
importantly, plant an organic garden.
Reynolds said FCC is in a food
desert – what the department of
agriculture defines as urban

“There is a way to design a
system based around our needs
that does not endanger or
destroy the life around it.”

Valerie Hermann
local permaculture expert

Above: Raised planter boxes specially designed by Brit Webwell to
accommodate elderly gardeners – Photo by V. Domonic Parigi
Left: Edgewood Gardens two months after breaking ground June 1, 2013.
Photo provided by My Fertile Earth

neighborhoods
and rural towns without ready access
to fresh, healthy and affordable food
– so the garden takes on added significance.
“Our main ministry is about the
health and wellness of the residents:
mental, physical and spiritual. That
certainly includes diet. Many don’t
have the resources or knowledge to
eat healthy. The garden provides
fresh fruits and vegetables and we’ll

utilize the components we have to
teach residents things like how to
cook healthy meals for themselves,”
Reynolds said. “It also gives them
something to get involved in; another opportunity to be active and get
healthier.”
Gardening as a health and community-building tool drives Our
Fertile Earth’s mission. Co-founded
by Dennis Decker and Jon
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Jessup in April as part of the
One Spark crowdfunding festival,
the group aims to plant a sustainable
network of local organic gardens and
educate the community about growing and sharing naturally produced
food. The half-acre Edgewood
Gardens, which broke ground in
June, is their first project.
Jessup described Edgewood as a
hybrid.
“We use permaculture and organic
gardening principles but really we
just hit on overall green, natural,
sustainable themes. It was designed
to integrate a park and garden, so
people can walk through, sit on
benches and even use a wheelchair,”
said Jessup, crediting Sabrina Huerth
as designer, and local permaculture
experts Valerie Hermann, Eli Bajalia
and Alex Ojeda as providing insights
that maintained the natural integrity
of the system.
Herrmann addressed such integrity at the grand opening.
“There is a way to design a system based around our needs that
does not endanger or destroy the life
around it. In fact, there is a way to
meet all of our needs while

Emily Dale welcomes guests to the grand opening of Edgewood Gardens – Photo by V. Domonic Parigi

regenerating our resources instead of
depleting them. And these solutions
can be found here in the Edgewood
Food Park.”
Our Fertile Earth and FCC
devised several ways to distribute
those resources and raise funds to
support the garden, which cost under
$1,500 to create. The garden’s harvest will be sold in FCC’s gift shop;
FCC will hold a plant sale the third
Saturday of every month (starting
Dec. 7) and yard sale every other
month; a voucher system will

JAMES 1:17
“EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT
GIFT IS FROM ABOVE.”

104 MILWAUKEE AVENUE
A true estate, old world charm, renovated
for today’s lifestyle!

BRIDGING THE GAP
BETWEEN BUYERS
AND SELLERS

3960 ORTEGA BOULEVARD
$100,000 price reduction! Great opportunity
to renovate - or build on the three lots!

ELIZABETH O’STEEN SUSAN DONNELL, GRI
REALTOR® REALTOR®
904.465.1706 904.994.6677
WWWOSTEENDONNELLCOM s OSTEENDONNELL PRUNETCOM

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 388-5005

We are proud residents,
and honored to support our
local community.

601 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32204

exchange working in the garden for
produce; and, there will be weekly
free meals for FCC residents prepared with garden ingredients.
Beyond that, Decker sees an even
greater harvest.
“Freedom is the ability to conceive of a better world and then go
out there and bring it to pass through
hard work, ingenuity, and cooperation with other people. When we
can’t feed ourselves we’re dependent
on somebody else’s food, somebody
else’s system. And we’re a little bit

less free…So what we’ve done here
is increase freedom in this little corner of Jacksonville.”
That is something that resonates
with Emily Dale.
“I’m thrilled with what’s happening! It’s given me a new lease on
life, which doesn’t hurt a bit at my
age,” she said, tipping her Katharine
Hepburn hat.
Our Fertile Earth can be found
online at www.ourfertileearth.org or
www.facebook.com/OurFertileEarth.
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New bill to remove barriers to events in public places
Nonprofit event
organizers look forward
to streamlined
application process
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
There were a lot of questions last
month at the second of three
Nonprofit Forums when the City’s
Risk Management Division met with
community stakeholders, nonprofit
organizations, businesses, local officials and City Council members.
In recent months, Risk
Management has heard concerns
from numerous event organizers
about how the City Ordinance Code
imposes burdensome and cost-prohibitive regulations on their ability to
hold special events here in
Jacksonville, according to Chris
Hand, Chief of Staff, Office of
Mayor Alvin Brown.
At the Oct. 14 meeting, solutions
were shared that addressed concerns
that the City’s insurance code
requirements can be cost-prohibitive
and burdensome to event holders.
The answers were mostly received
with a sigh of relief from event
organizers. The small staff in the

Office of Special Events has been
unable to keep up with the large
number of event
applications and
requests for
information;
streamlining the
process will help
break the logjam
and get event
approvals done
more quickly – as
long as the event
organizer has all
his ducks in a
row.
The current
ordinance
requires that
organizers and
any
subcontractors
provide proof of insurance to the
City. Although those insurance
requirements will not be changed or
waived, the burden of making sure
that vendors are in compliance will
be put on the event organizer, not on
the Office of Special Events. In the
past, any delay in providing such
assurances of compliance would also
delay the event planner’s ability to
begin to market the event.
The Mayor’s Office has filed legislation [2013-695] to ease the burden

of ordinance requirements on organizers and vendors hosting special
events. The proposed legislation
modifies insurance regulations,
gives further discretion to city
officials and
allows for quicker approval of
permits for
events.
“Since Mayor
Brown is committed to making
our community
as vibrant as possible, Risk
Manager Twane
Duckworth led an
effort to streamline the event requirements,” stated
Hand in an email. “This
legislation is the result of his consultations with stakeholders both inside
(such as the Office of Special Events)
and outside the City (such as the
Riverside Arts Market, Downtown
Vision, and JAX Chamber).”

The small staff in the Office
of Special Events has been
unable to keep up with the
large number of event
applications and requests for
information; streamlining the
process will help break the
logjam and get event approvals
done more quickly.

• Barriers removed •
The proposed legislation aims to
allow further discretion by the

Sheriff’s Office, Fire & Rescue and
Risk Management regarding public
safety and insurance requirements;
provide clearer qualifications for special events; provide quicker conditional approvals for permits, and
allow payment for City personnel
costs closer to the event date.
In addition, proposed modifications for insurance requirements
includes the elimination of the waiver
of subrogation requirement – which
was a major obstacle for event organizers – and requiring automobile coverage only when use is more than
incidental to the event.
Risk Manager Twane Duckworth
provided the following statement
regarding the removal of one major
hurdle: The Waiver of Subrogation is
an explicit statement that bars insurance companies from seeking reimbursement for a claim the insurance
company has paid. Event organizers
are still required to list the city as an
additional insured party on their policies for events, which the Risk
Management Office says is
sufficient protection for the city. The
elimination of the waiver removes an
additional barrier for event
organizers.
Insurance requirements include, at
a minimum, commercial general
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liability (including property
damage, products/completed operations aggregate (the most that will
be paid for all covered losses in that
policy period arising from product
liability or completed operations liability claims),
premises, operations and blanket contractual
liability) for
$1,000,000 each
occurrence and
$2,000,000 general aggregate
and the City of
Jacksonville
must be named
as an additional
insured under
this coverage.
Many events
include the
serving of alcoholic beverages,
such as the
fundraiser for
Memorial Park
renovations sponsored by Intuition
Aleworks early last month. That
type of event requires additional
liquor liability insurance of
$1,000,000 combined single limit.
Daniel Miller, agent with
Brightway Insurance,
2104 Park Street, provided some
ballpark insurance costs for a single

event that a nonprofit would need to
purchase. Based on the minimum
commercial general liability plus a
liquor liability, for events which
attract 200 to 2000 people, the estimated cost is around $400, give or
take a few dollars. Even if the
expected attendance were to
jump to 20,000,
the basic cost is
less than $700,
according to
Miller.
However, that
estimate would
change if other
requirements
were added,
such as motor
vehicles, aircraft, watercraft
used for any
activity associated with the special event: if any
services or
activities of a professional nature
are provided or if child care services
are provided in connection with the
event.
The bill is currently scheduled to
be before Council committees during the week of Nov. 18, according
to Hand.

Many events include the
serving of alcoholic
beverages, such as the
fundraiser for Memorial
Park renovations sponsored
by Intuition Aleworks early
last month. That type of
event requires additional
liquor liability insurance of
$1,000,000 combined
single limit.

Art Show Chairs – Laura Magevney, Natalie Rosenberg and Katherine Foster

Blog builds interest in 2013
Wolfson Art & Antiques Show
The 2013 Wolfson Art and
Antiques Show Chairs Natalie
Rosenberg of Avondale, Katherine
Forrester and Laura Magevney, both
of Ortega, along with Heather
Houston, launched a blog this year
to generate excitement for the Dec.
3-6 event, Impressions of India, to
be held at the Prime Osborn convention center.
The annual show has a rich and
prestigious history, and is put on by
the Woman’s Board to benefit
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
Lectures, workshops (on wreath
making and cooking) and special
events will complement showings by

premier art and antique dealers.
The blog features local experts,
designers and tastemakers, such as
Cameron McVey Lucie, Leah
Kennelly, Heather Houston, and
William Nash, as well other notable
designers who write weekly posts
about art, antiques, entertaining, and
interiors. The blog is, in part,
attempting to reach out to a younger
generation such as the Young
Collectors, an under-35 set who are
interested in antiques.
For details, call (904) 202-2886
or visit their website at
www.artandantiquesshow.com.
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Holiday tea supports
Hubbard House
Friends of the late Trudye Weaks Blackard are keeping her memory alive
doing something that was dear to her. Blackard, who sold Premier Design jewelry, died five days before a scheduled jewelry party in May 2012. In her honor,
her close friends held the party as planned
and raised more than $1,800 for the
“I know that Trudye
Hubbard House Dress for Success
would be so touched
program.
When the residents of Hubbard House
and humbled that her
complete the career counseling program,
neighbors and church
their “graduation” gift is a selection from
the Trudye Weaks Blackard Premier
friends established this
Designs jewelry collection. “They will
have this special piece to wear to job
collection in her memory
interviews and to enjoy for many years to
and more importantly,
come,” said Elizabeth Towers, a friend of
Blackard.
that the generosity of
The jewelry parties have so far raised
others has brought joy
more than $5,000 and now Blackard’s
friends are holding a holiday tea party in
and beauty to the
her memory on Nov. 16, from 3 to 5 p.m.
“I know that Trudye would be so
Hubbard House residents
touched and humbled that her neighbors
whose lives have been in
and church friends established this collection in her memory,” said Towers.
turmoil for so long.”
“And, more importantly, that the generosity of others has brought joy and beauty
to the Hubbard House residents whose
lives have been in turmoil for so long.”
A Hubbard House career specialist will attend the Nov. 16 jewelry tea party,
which requires an RSVP to Towers in order to secure directions to the home of
the host. If you are interested in attending or donating, contact Towers at (904)
705-5608 or etowers@att.net.
“Hopefully, these gifts of jewelry will add a bit of sunshine to their quest to
rebuild their lives and overcome their struggles. Trudye would have liked that
very much indeed,” mused Towers. “She had a special place in her heart for the
underdog.”

Elizabeth Towers

A tale of two friends,
hunting buddies for life
BY SETH WILLIAMS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The local chapter of Safari Club International is
lucky enough to have a leader who knows a thing or
two about hunting and also has an appreciation for
strong family ties. After all, no hunter is completely
alone in the pursuit of game, knowing there is a family
back at home waiting for his or her safe return and
news of the day.
For Club President Shawn Pringle, hunting has been
a part of his life – since he was a young man, as a
Shawn and Ray celebrate
matter of fact. He remembers a gift his father gave him
a recent turkey hunt
at a very young age. “I was five years old when I got
which yielded a nice
my first gun,” said Pringle, a grizzly bear of a man with
gobbler – just in time for
a gentle soul. Pringle shared a few stories about the
the holidays
tradition of hunting and why he’s thankful for his many
blessings, which turn out to be numerous this season.
While sharing a low country feast at the SCI’s annual oyster roast, we approached the
subject of Thanksgiving. Pringle explained what it meant to his family and what they’ve
gone through in the past few years. After all, his father Ray, a notable lobbyist for the
seafood industry and accomplished hunter and sportsman himself (among many other
professions), had a spinal stroke back in 2008 and, let’s just say, the story hit hard. Pringle
was floored when he learned of the severity of his father’s paralysis, from the waist down,
one fateful day five years ago.
The fact remains that the man who brought the joy of the outdoors to his children and
travelled by automobile out to Montana (from Florida) to guide in the elk seasons every
year could have been robbed of his favorite pastime was gut wrenching. After the incident,
Pringle would arrive bedside and eventually carry his father out of the hospital. The worst
things crept into Pringle’s mind; a season without his hunting buddy and missing a
Thanksgiving would have been simply devastating. One thing was for sure, there was
movement in his father’s toes, a glimmer of hope for their future together.
Fast forward to 2013. After extensive rehabilitation and fighting for every possible bit of
mobility five days a week at the Neuro Recovery Unit at Brooks Rehabilitation, Pringle is
back in action. Ray Pringle now shares his favorite sport with others in a shooting program through Brooks Rehabilitation’s Adaptive Sports programs. As part of his therapy
he’s sharing what he and his son have known for years. Hunting and shooting build relationships, build camaraderie and they build memories that stick with you, no matter how
difficult the circumstances.
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Volunteer chaplain logs cruise ship hours in port

in medical assistance many years
ago. She served on medical missions teams in the Philippines,
where she learned a little bit of the
Tagalog language and some
Spanish.“I see a lot of Filipinos. If
they don’t understand a lot of

Charis Williams boards Carnival’s
cruise ship Fascination three days
a week, almost every week and
has been doing so for six years.
She never leaves the port, but
has probably logged more than
Williams said that
3,000 hours on board.
Williams, who has a Master’s
God has been
degree in Christian counseling, is
preparing her for
an unpaid chaplain with
this ministry since
Jacksonville Cruise Ministry. She
she started
makes herself available to more
than 900 crew members on the
working with a
Fascination each time it comes
degree in medical
into port.
assistance many
The mostly international crew
knows Williams is on board when
years ago.
they see a piece of wrapped
candy – her equivalent of “The
Doctor Is In” sign – on the dining
tables in the crew dining room.
“Candy and a smile are two universal languages that don’t need
words,” said Williams.“Everybody
likes a piece of candy and a
smile.”
The 52-year-old Ortega resident
walks the decks of the ship with
English I slow my speaking down,”
her backpack, distributing 7 lbs. of
she said.
candy and smiling at crew mem“I’ll see someone with a downbers, most of whom may not speak trodden face and ask if they have
English very well or at all. She also
a problem,” shared Williams. Often
eats lunch with the crew in order
the problem is with or about family
to develop relationships.“I’m an
who are thousands of miles and
outsider ministering to them. They
many months away from next conare around each other all the time tact. She offers to pray about the
so I have to win their trust,” she
situation and remembers to ask
explained.
the crew member about it the next
Williams said that God has been time she’s on board.
preparing her for this ministry since
In addition to dealing with spirishe started working with a degree
tual matters, Williams keeps her

eyes open for medical needs that
she can help with.“Once I ran into
a crew member holding his jaw; it
became apparent that he had a
toothache but had not visited a
dentist or someone in medical on
the ship,” she related.

“I’ll see someone with
a downtrodden face
and ask if they have
a problem.” She offers
to pray about the
situation and
remembers to ask
about it the next time
she’s on board.

After seeing him later in the
week still in pain, Williams immediately left the ship for a Minute
Market near the port and bought

a tube of Orajel for him. It resolved
his pain, at least temporarily.“I see
a need and act on it right then. I
may not see him again.”
Through the years she’s developed some good friendships with
the crew members and stays in
contact with them when they go
home between contracts.“Building
relationships is one of the key
aspects of this whole ministry, as
well as being consistent in what I
say and do,” noted Williams.“I’m
there because I want to be there
and want to be their friend. I could
be anywhere else on those days
but I chose to be there with them,
eating lunch with them.”
Williams was recognized by the
Florida Baptist Convention
Chaplaincy Ministries in 2008 when
she was honored as Volunteer
Chaplain of the Year. She is an
active, long-time member of Lake
Shore Baptist Church and has
gone on short-term mission trips to
Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago,
Uganda, Kenya, Vietnam and Haiti.
“I may be an American, but I
have an international heart,” she
concluded.

GEAR UP
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS
AND
SPECIAL
EVENTS!

We selected the works, arranged the
loans, wrote the catalog, dreamed up
fab programs, and curated the exhibition
to bring Jacksonville the ﬁrst
ever Michael Goldberg retrospective.
ALL WE NEED IS YOU.

ABSTRACTION OVER TIME

T H E PA I N T I N G S O F M I C H A E L G O L D B E R G

S E P T. 2 1 , 2 0 1 3 U N T I L J A N . 5 , 2 0 1 4
V I S I T M O C A JAC K S O N V I L L E .O R G
Michael Goldberg: Chic Web, 1979. Bronze powder and
pigment with alkyd spray on canvas. 96 x 54 inches. Estate
of Michael Goldberg. Photograph by Bill Orcu.

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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Excellence in healthcare unsustainable without

PHILANTHROPIC GIVING
Wolfson Children’s Hospital one of country’s best thanks to donors
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Jacksonville is home to the area’s only locally owned and governed healthcare system. That system receives more than 242,000
visits to its emergency centers annually and it includes five
MagnetTM- designated hospitals, with 1,101 beds. (A Magnet designation is the gold standard for excellence in patient care and fewer
than seven percent of hospitals in the country achieve it.)
That healthcare system is Baptist Health.
When U.S. News & World Report released its Best Hospitals
2013-2014 rankings in 16 specialties, Baptist Health was nationally
ranked in six specialties and high performing in 10. According to
the report, 74 percent of its patients said they would recommend
Baptist to friends and family; that’s higher than the state average of 68 percent and the national average of 71 percent.
When it comes to health care – especially that of your
child’s – it makes good sense to “buy local.” Why?
The only children’s hospital in the region,
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, is a nationally recognized children’s hospital. UU.S. News &
World Report ranked diabetes and
endocrinology, neonatology, orthoOn the field or off, former NFL
pedic surgery, pulmonology
quarterback and current coach
for the Episcopal School of
and urology among the
Jacksonville Mark Brunell plays
to win, especially when it comes
top 50 compared to
to supporting Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, a worthy cause near
children’s
and dear to his heart for more
than a decade.
hospitals

across the country.
When it comes
In pediatric diabetes and
to health care –
endocrinology, Wolfson Children’s
especially that of
Hospital was superior in diabetic
your child’s – it
patient management, nurse-patient
makes good sense to
ratio, commitment to best practices,
diabetes care options, clinical support services, advanced technologies,
specialized clinics and programs,
patient and family services, commitment to
quality improvement and adoption of health
information technology.
When it comes to newborns, Wolfson
Children’s neonatology superiority is evident in
prevention of ICU infections, heart-lung
machines for

“buy
local.”
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It’s thumbs up from Dr. Raj Sheth,
head of Pediatric Neurology at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, for the
generosity of local foundations,
groups and individuals who give to
ensure that the hospital maintains
its ratings of excellence for children’s health care.

newborns,
advanced clinical services, clinical support services, and adoption of
health information technology.
Children with pulmonary issues
will be treated extraordinarily well at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, which
received superior ratings in success
with asthma inpatients, asthma-management, management of neuromuscular weakness disorder, ventilator
patient survival, prevention of pressure ulcers, nurse-patient ratio, commitment to best practices, clinical
support services, patient and family
services, commitment to quality
improvement and adoption of health
information technology.
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comes
first...
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all children

in our region,
regardless of their
ability to pay, because
it is our mission and
our commitment,”
Michael D. Aubin

Wolfson Children’s Hospital president
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Since its founding in 1955, Baptist Health has invested more

I

T

Y

Wolfson Children’s Hospital is also fortunate to have a phil-

than $134 million in social responsibility initiatives, charity care

anthropic friend in former Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback,

and the cost of uncompensated care.

Mark Brunell, who lives in Ortega with his family.

That’s important when it comes to kids. No child is turned
away from receiving Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s care.
“We serve all children in our region, regardless of their ability

Brunell, who played for five NFL teams over the course of 18
years, has adopted Wolfson Children’s as a favorite charity. The
Brunell Family Foundation has been an active supporter of

to pay, because it is our mission and our commitment,” said

Wolfson Children’s Hospital for more than a decade. “Mark has

Michael D. Aubin, hospital president, Wolfson Children’s

been steadfast and generous for so many years in support of

Hospital and San Marco resident.

Wolfson Children’s Hospital. We are grateful for all he and Stacy

C
“We serve

M

Baptist Health’s mission is to provide accessible, quality

have done and continue to do,” said Greene.

healthcare services at the highest level possible, cutting edge

The experience the family had when their six-week-old son

technology and research and relies, in large part, on the gen-

required hospitalization at Wolfson Children’s in 1995 inspired

erosity of local benefactors.

Brunell to establish this foundation to benefit critically ill children

“With the challenges facing health care and the rising costs

of uncompensated care, philanthropic support is more critical

and their families.
“Because Jacksonville is my family’s home, we like knowing

than ever to our ability to maintain the highest quality programs

that when our Foundation raises funds for Wolfson Children’s

and services,” said Aubin. “We will continue to treat all children,

Hospital, 100 percent of our contributions stay local and go to

regardless of their families’ ability to pay, but we rely on financial

the hospital, not overhead costs. And we know and trust that

gifts to be able to do so.”

because Wolfson Children’s Hospital is locally owned and gov-

To garner that philanthropic support, Baptist Health President

erned, the hospital will use these funds directly for the benefit of

and CEO Hugh Greene has a favorite mantra: community

children, through expanded programs and advanced

always comes first at Baptist Health. Doing unto others means

technology.”

that Baptist Health relies on community connections with local

Next month Brunell joins the Weavers as members of The

philanthropists and donors to achieve its goals for the commu-

Pride of the Jaguars, when he is inducted during halftime at the

nity’s health care.

Dec. 15 game against the Buffalo Bills. Prior to that induction,

Gifts like the $10 million endowment in 2012 from J. Wayne

and Delores Barr Weaver support behavioral health programs

Brunell will hold a special fundraising brunch to benefit Wolfson
Children’s Hospital.

for children and adolescents.

F

O

for
fundraising

F

R

As one of the best children’s hospitals in the country,

U

M

activities that support Baptist Health, The Women’s

Wolfson Children’s Hospital can’t sustain its excellence

Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital, which predates

without philanthropy. Over the 58-year history of Baptist

the Foundation by 12 years, has raised more than $22

Health, residents have been generous in their support.

million for select equipment, programs and facilities at

Among those who hold the healthcare system close to

Wolfson Children’s Hospital since 1973. The Women’s

their hearts in gifts through the years include: J. Wayne

Board’s two major fundraising events are the annual Art

and Delores Barr Weaver, The Women’s Board of

& Antiques Show, held ever December, and the Florida

Wolfson Children’s Hospital, The Lucy Gooding

Forum lecture series. Both are well regarded and resi-

Charitable Foundation, The Brunell Family Foundation,

dents eagerly look forward to attending these events.

C. Herman and Mary Virginia Terry Foundation, Wolfson

Many groups and individuals support Wolfson

Children’s Hospital Bass Tournament, and Wolfson

Children’s Hospital and the four adult hospitals that

Family Foundation.

comprise Baptist Health. From soiree-style fundraisers

The community just keeps on giving. Wolfson

to school projects to a child’s birthday or lemonade

Children’s Hospital is a favorite beneficiary of Northeast

stand donations to individual monetary gifts, anyone

Florida and Southeast Georgia residents of all ages, and

can be a donor and it can be as easy as making a gift

gifts of any size are put to good use.

online at https://foundation.baptistjax.com/wchgive or

Before Baptist Health Foundation was established in
1985 to be the conduit for all of the fundraising

call (904) 202-2919.

Some things just run in the family. For Amy Beardsley, it’s St.
Vincent’s Medical Center. Four generations of her family were
FSVRXLIVI;LIR%Q][EWTVIKRERX[MXLLIV½VWXGLMPH WLI
learned her grandmother had advanced lung cancer. When
she went into labor at St. Vincent’s, her Grandma Lois was
there too—as a patient. One of Lois’ greatest wishes was
to meet her great granddaughter. Knowing this, nurses and
doctors stopped what they were doing and rushed Lois to the
maternity unit.Amy says she will never forget the moment her
grandmother came in and saw her newborn daughter. They
had the same bright blue eyes. Grandma Lois passed away that
night. The look of joy on her face when she saw her great
granddaughter, however, will live in Amy’s mind forever.This is
more than a job for our doctors and nurses.At St.Vincent’s we
go out of our way to treat all of our patients like family.

Meet Amy and hear her story by visiting jaxhealth.com or scan the QR code with your smartphone.
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Artist’s gift of time and talent
will be a lasting treasure
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

There’s nothing better than the surprise and delight of unexpected
encounters with art. Through the efforts of organizations such as the
Cultural Council’s Art in
Public Places, residents are
exposed – in a positive way
– to a variety of artists’
works.
But even the Cultural
Council received a nice surprise early last month when
an electrical panel box in
Hemming Plaza was discovered to have been whimsically decorated with mosaic
art “by an unknown artist.”
According to Avondale
artist Kate Garcia Rouh as
posted on her RouxArt
Facebook page, “Our objective in doing this little project is to put a little color and
public art in our downtown
core. Our hope is that the right
people will see it and begin to
get a picture of what we have
in mind: transform our city
with mosaics.”
Rouh has a history of creating mosaic art in Jacksonville,
beginning with a mural on the Park Street side of West Riverside
Elementary School in late 2011. That’s when she really caught the
fever for changing Jacksonville through mosaic art. The mural was
the inspiration for another installed earlier this year at John
Stockton Elementary School, where Rouh’s art friend Pam Patterson
is the art teacher.
Rouh’s latest project is the result of a $3,470 grant awarded by
The Community Foundation. With the help of husband Ken, she is
turning the inside of the gazebo at Yacht Basin Park into a wonderland of tile birds, flowers and whimsy.
“I had the broad view that it would be flowers and birds, but I
made it up as I went along,” said Rouh. “Of course, my labor is
going way over the time allotment paid by the grant…it’s a labor of
love, for sure.”
Visitors to what’s also known as Mom’s Park, named for Patricia
Austin, late wife of the late former Mayor Ed Austin, can see a
great blue heron, an osprey, an anhinga and other birds among the
greenery, flowers and butterflies – all carefully constructed from

small pieces of colored glass, stone, or other materials.
“I made some tiles just for fun, like the dogs, because everyone’s
walking their dogs here,” the art teacher explained. It was mostly
done free hand but “the only thing I sketched was an outline of a
bird to make sure the proportions were right.”
Rouh’s goal is to have the
gazebo, including its floor,
completed by the end of the
year. According to Ken
Rouh, the floor will go much
more quickly as they are
enlisting the help of seniors
and youth to assemble the
lilypads, flowers and koi on
mesh, which is then laid on
the concrete surface.
“Since I have a head start
on the floor, it’s going to go
together quickly, plus I’m
very motivated to get it done.
It’s obvious I’ve put tons of
work into this project,” she
said.
“When you do it one at a
time it’s not as overwhelming as if you knew how many
pieces there were. I’m one of
those crazy people who don’t
mind just one piece at a time,”
laughed Rouh.
The couple has taken on the
care and beautification of the
park as their personal gift to the neighborhood, much as Ed and
Patricia Austin did decades earlier.
“JEA administers the park because it’s a pump station,” said Ken
Rouh. “They’ve been very accommodating.” The City mows the
lawn but the Rouhs have been taking care of it for more than four
years, planting, pruning trees and bushes.
There has been some vandalism in the park over the years. Most
recently, after the January death of her father, Rouh installed in the
park some statuary and a flagpole that had been at her father’s
home. Vandals threw the statuary around and on top of the gazebo
and used the flagpole as a battering ram, damaging her supplies
trailer.
“There are so many people that are so kind and we’ve had people
mysteriously donate things,” Rouh noted. “But on the flip side
we’ve had people steal and break and write nasty things on the
benches.”
“We do have people that love it and appreciate it,” she concluded.
And it’s for those residents that she offers this labor of love.

“Of course, my labor is going way over
the time allotment paid by the grant…
it’s a labor of love, for sure.”

Leggett
Heating & Air
Conditioning, Inc.
CALL FOR YOUR FALL MAINTENANCE

10% OFF
Expires November 30, 2013

STATE CERTIFIED:
CACO 58450

CALL:

384-2612
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Catholic charity’s compassionate
care legacy will be continued by
St. Vincent’s HealthCare
The Daughters of Charity who served in Jacksonville early in the 1920s.

The Daughters of Charity came to Jacksonville
nearly a century ago because of a call to care for those
in need. Now, almost 98 years later, they have been
called to serve the Mission in other ways in other
cities. Founded in Paris, France in 1633 by St. Louise
de Marillac and St. Vincent de Paul and tracing their
roots to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in the United States
in 1809, the Daughters of Charity were among the
first communities of Sisters who were not cloistered.
In 1916, five Daughters of Charity were sent to
Jacksonville from Maryland at the request of Bishop
Michael J. Curley by the Daughters of Charity
Emmitsburg Province to administer and care for
patients at the former DeSoto Sanitorium on 5th and
Boulevard Streets. They renamed the hospital St.
Vincent’s and have been caring for patients in
Jacksonville ever since.
In 2011, four of the five Daughters of Charity’s
U.S. Provinces unified to form the single Province of
St. Louise. Since that time, the Province has been
engaged in a study of its missions and ministries
which are spread throughout a large portion of
the country. The results of this assessment

St. Vincent’s, Riverside on the west bank of St. John’s River
Photos used with permission of the Daughters of Charity Province of St. Louise Archives

$25
OFF
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have been used in a process of discernment
concerning the future presence of active
Daughters’ communities; the City of Jacksonville is a location
from which the Daughters plan to withdraw and entrust their works to
others.
By fall of 2014, the final five Daughters of Charity who live at St.
Vincent’s Riverside and serve all of St. Vincent’s HealthCare, will travel
to new missions. Their “missionings” will enable Sisters Clare Marie
Angermaier, D.C., Joan Drega, D.C., Rose Marie Henschke, D.C.,
Patricia Nee, D.C., and Cora Anne Signaigo, D.C., to continue to serve
those living in poverty in areas that have great need and few resources.
The presence of the Daughters of Charity will still be felt within the
Jacksonville ministry. Sister Elyse Staab, D.C., and Sister Nancy
Murphy, D.C., serve as members of the Board of Directors at St. Vincent
HealthCare. Sister Elyse and Sister Nancy will continue their oversight
role to ensure compassionate care of the sick and poor that began so
long ago.
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They renamed the hospital

St. Vincent’s and have been
caring for patients in Jacksonville ever since.

Current Daughters of Charity at St. Vincent’s HealthCare. Back row left to right:
Sister Clare Marie Angermaier, Sister Cora Anne Signaigo, and Sister Joan Drega.
Front row left to right: Rose Marie Henschke and Sister Patricia Nee.

Taken June 20, 1977, the administrators of St. Vincent’s Medical Center in front
of the new Dillon Professional Building named in honor of Sister Margaret Mary
Dillon, night nurse supervisor for 44 years. Left to right: Sister Angela Hofstetter,
1935-1942; Sister Virginia Cotter, 1966-1973; Sister Catherine Norton, 19721977 (the then current administrator); Sister DeChantal LaRow, 1960-1966;
Sister Mary Clare Hughes, 1954-1960; and Sister Evelyn Roache, 1949-1953
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Philanthropy large and small makes the
Jacksonville Zoo a destination place
Next year’s centennial
celebration promises to create
lasting memories
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

of ways. “I also remember riding the
tiny Ferris wheel down on the river
and thinking for certain that it would
just roll right out into the water.
Going there as a child and creating
those memories certainly reinforces
that feeling to give as an adult.”

When Miss Chic arrived at
Jacksonville’s Municipal Zoo in
1926 as one of the first elephants in
any American city, she owed her
presence to some of the zoo’s original, if unlikely, donors.
City Commissioner St. Elmo
“Chic” Acosta determined that the
zoo needed an elephant but the city
commission would not put it in the
budget. So Acosta turned to “public
subscription” and raised the $3,000
purchase price largely in penny and
nickel donations from local school
children.
When the three-year-old Asian
elephant – named in Acosta’s honor
– arrived by steamboat from her
home in Germany, she was enthusi- The zoo’s first trains began in 1955. CSX was an
early corporate supporter
astically greeted by hundreds of
Photo credit: Jacksonville Zoo
young donors.
The children’s generosity marks the
Those nostalgic feelings also
beginning of the long line of notable
came into play for A. Dano
giving that has turned Jacksonville
Davis when he agreed to chair
Zoo and Gardens – poised to celebrate
the zoo’s first major redevelopits centennial anniversary next year –
ment campaign in 1992.
into one of the city’s prime destina“As a kid I loved the zoo and
tions. And Miss Chic, who died in
have good memories of Miss
1963, continues to attract major
Chic,” said Davis.
donors today.
While Davis ultimately raised
“I well remember stopping to buy
$22.5 million – $15 million from the
peanuts and feeding that elephant and
city and the rest from private donors –
her shooting her little snout out,” said
he said he lacked confidence going
Ortega resident Betsy Lovett, who,
into the campaign.
along with her late husband Bill,
Previous decades had brought hard
sponsored the zoo’s bear exhibit and
times and the city ultimately created
generously shows support in a variety

Jacksonville Zoological Society as an
alternative to closing the zoo. The
society began managing the zoo in
1971 in public/private partnership
with the city.
The city contracts with the society
to manage all phases of operation. All

The Jacksonville Zoo elephant house featuring
Miss Chic and Miss Debbie, circa 1960s.
Photo credit Jacksonville Zoo.

property, including animals, belongs
to the city. The city contributes an
annual subsidy – currently less than
nine percent – to offset some

operating expenses. Other costs are
paid through admission and concession sales, membership and
fundraising.
“I didn’t know if we could be successful asking private individuals to
pay for something the city owns,”
Davis said. “It ultimately came
down to the benefit to children
and families. Also, people agreed
the city needed a decent zoo with
a different way of exhibiting
animals.”
The turning point for Davis
occurred when CSX Corporation
committed several million dollars
for a new railroad and other
improvements. That campaign
also funded the Main Camp
Safari Lodge, Great Apes of the
World (which Davis sponsored)
and redevelopment of Plains of
East Africa.
“We thought it would
work, that we were doing
the right thing; but you don’t
really know until people put
money up and say, ‘we
believe in what you’re
doing.’ CSX was the first to
do that,” Davis said.
The next capital fundraising campaign began in 2002
and brought several key contributors, significantly
changing the face of the zoo.
Enthusiasm for Range of the
Jaguar, Giraffe Overlook,
Savanna Blooms, and Play Park,
among other attractions, brought $37
million – $17 million from the city.
Chief among these donors – and
the zoo’s largest contributors – were

Ortega Computer Repair

Bryan Arnold
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Rock and Tank
Lines, Inc.,
Ann Baker
drummed up
enthusiasm
and money
from donors
that may have
not previously
been excited
about investing in the zoo.
“’Gardens’
was already
part of our
mission, but
there was
resistance.
the Jaguars
Foundation for Range of
from the Weaver Family
Some said,
lion
mil
$3
of
on
tati
ns
sen
Check pre
le Zoo and Garde
Photo credit: Jacksonvil
‘we’re about
the essential
animals,’ and
the conservation of endangered
role that the
others felt that we shouldn’t compete
species. Finally, there’s education. We
entire commuwith Cummer’s gardens,” said Martha have a lot of great education pronity – not just those capable of donatBaker. “But Ann never had conflict.
grams, not to mention that we see
She was very confident. She was able 100,000 school kids a year who get in ing large amounts – plays in the zoo’s
ongoing success.
to talk to these philanthropists and
free.”
“Any donation amount is important
none felt that they were turning their
This wide palette of opportunity
to us. Smaller donations and even
back on a first love. Ann knew that
appears to be working for the zoo’s
time spent volunteering keep us movthe zoo’s gardens were an opportunity current fundraising campaign – in
ing toward our goal of making this a
to make
spite of the current economy – as
great zoo that people want to visit,”
Jacksonville a better $11.2 million ($2 million from the
Cannon said.
place to be and she
city) has already been donated toward
Wayne Weaver agreed: “This is not
was able to cona $12 million goal for the anticipated
just about the Weavers and other large
vince others.”
March 2014 opening of an Asian tiger donors. A lot of people at all levels
Tony Vecchio, the exhibit. Also part of the campaign is a
are involved and are welcomed. The
zoo’s executive
manatee critical care facility and an
zoo is a community.”
director, sees the
education animal holding building.
And with tigers arriving in time for
gardens as one of
“The key to overcoming the econo- the centennial celebration, there
many fun reasons
my is to build relationships. We make appears to be no shortage of memory
for people to invest
it a point to call individual council
making opportunities in this zoo comin the zoo.
members regularly, just to keep them
“We are fortunate informed. We also build confidence in munity for future philanthropists.
The zoo’s “Showboat Ride” opened in the Trout River in 1956.
“I’ve been young for so long. It’s
The Showboat Ride was a small-scale replica of an old Mississippi River because we appeal to
donors by making sure we value not
just a real joy to see how the zoo has
showboat. Photo credit: Jacksonville Zoo.
a broad range of
just their money but them, too,” said
grown and to know what a gem it is
donors. For some, it’s Carl Cannon, current capital camfor our city. When you go there it
the gardens. For others, they rememobservers see as instrumental in the
paign chair and 15-year zoo board
ber it as a child and want to support it member. “Each time an exhibit is suc- brings back such wonderful memozoo’s garden expansion. Ann Baker
ries. But to bring children and see
for nostalgic reasons; they see it as an cessful and well done, that makes
passed away December 2011.
how they love it so; that is how we
important part of the community.
Aside from contributing $2.5 milpeople willing to give again.”
know it is just going to keep getting
lion through the family-owned Florida Then there are those who are about
Cannon and others also pointed to
better,” said Lovett.
Wayne and Delores Weaver, who
gave $3 million for the jaguars.
“A great zoo adds to the quality of
life in our community. It’s easy to
make the case that it’s important to
our city, particularly for families and
children,” said Wayne Weaver, who
was a zoo board member for 10 years.
“I feel we have bypassed a lot of
other zoos in the past 15 years
because we’ve focused on iconic
exhibits, like the Range of the Jaguar,
or the dinosaurs, that people remember and talk about. It makes the zoo a
destination place.”
Indeed, the zoo has been a destination for a record-breaking 816,000
visitors this year generating revenue
of $15,462,493.
Many of those people came not just
for the animals but also for the zoo’s
gardens. Martha Baker, a longtime
board member, had a unique hand in
their creation.
“My philanthropy was getting Ann
in there! I didn’t have her capacity to
raise money or get people excited,”
Baker said, referring to her mother-inlaw, Ann Baker, who most zoo
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Fostering spirit of community across the globe
Local swim coach, musician
enthralls Ugandans
BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
According to proprietor Zach
Burnett, the mission of Bold
Bean Coffee Roasters in
Riverside is to “foster
community.”
It was while communing with
Eric Wendorf – a “good friend of
the shop” – patron and guest
musical entertainer, that Zach
committed funding to foster community not only in Riverside but
over 7,000 miles away! His
thinking: “Eric’s doing good
work, so what can we do to
help?”
As a volunteer music teacher
for Bright Eyes: Uganda, a mission of the MIMA foundation,
Wendorf needed harmonicas.
Bold Bean provided the
money, and Clark Music Center
(formerly Discount Music)
ordered the harmonicas at cost.
Avondale residents Lisa
Kirkwood and husband Clark donate
to various local music programs,
schools and sponsor “Strings for
Food.” Musicians can bring their
instruments for restringing in
exchange for donations of canned
goods for Second Harvest Food
Bank. Last year donations amounted
to about 1500 pounds.
Wendorf explains that convincing
the Kirkwoods to donate to such a
far-flung venture was not difficult
since they are a family-oriented business and understand the importance
of music. Lisa says, “My husband
and I both feel that music has no
language or economic barriers –
especially for children.”
Plus, Wendorf’s bright-eyed
enthusiasm and absolute passion for
his musical mission is difficult to
resist. Whether coaching swimming,
playing at The Fringe in Avondale
with Al Poindexter and Ron Spencer,
dancing and singing at the
Willowbranch Library with Music
and Movement director Isabelle
Pierre and 40 or so children – this
artist, athlete, and globetrotter has

“the heart of a teacher.” Isabelle
says, “The children just love Eric;
they think he’s just a bigger kid.
He’s been a gem.” Assistant Grace
Fletcher adds laughingly, “The nannies are pretty fond of him too.”

ties. Jacksonville Country Day
School contributed hundreds of gently used uniforms for the August
trip.
Mary Daniels, Anna Benitez’s sister, medical practice business manager and official photographer of
the trip says it was “humbling to
Wendorf
see the children literally drop to
their knees to say thank you.” In
the spirit of “it takes a village,” Dr.
Benitez’s team of 14 volunteers –
each with specialties ranging from
music, medicine and photography
to coaching soccer – held
fundraisers including the first
annual MIMAFest and got donations from individuals and businesses to aid their cause.
Jacob (Jac) Shacter has been
contributing $2,500 each year from
a family foundation since he was
12 years old. Learning that children had to walk barefoot for
miles each day carrying heavy jugs

This “joyful spirit” quality and the
fact that Wendorf
was teaching
Dr.Norberto
Benitez’s daughter
to play the harmonica, led to a lifechanging journey
from Riverside to
Kayenje, Uganda.
Wendorf says, “I
didn’t really know
where I was going
– there is civil
unrest all around –
it is very isolated. There is nothing
to do in Uganda but talk to people.
I’ve traveled the world but have
never felt so appreciated. I was
rewarded tenfold.”
Dr. Benitez of Pediatric Care
Centers, his wife Anna, and other
volunteers have been going to
Uganda for nine years as part of the
MIMA foundation (from the Spanish
word for caring) with donations of
clothing, shoes, medical supplies and
treatments for children at schools,
orphanages and special needs facili-

of drinking water from muddy rivers,
Jacob was astonished and touched.
In August he traveled with Dr.
Benitez’s group to see the result of
his donations – 10 Jacob’s Wells –
rainwater collection tanks – providing fresh water. Daniels says Jacob
was treated like a rock star; people
followed him around saying, “You
bring us water – you bring us water.”
Now an engineering student at
Jacksonville University, Jac is thinking forward to help bring them
electricity.

From washing infected feet,
administering medications, providing
food, clothing and water to making
merry with soccer and music, the
efforts and dedication of these volunteers who give their time, energy,
money and talents is awe inspiring.
Like all of the volunteers, Eric
Wendorf, former policeman, international competitive cyclist and swimmer now musician and teacher, has
found his niche not just in Riverside
but in the world community. From
Willowbrach to Kayenje, kids are
kids. Having only seen drums
before, the Ugandan children were
confused and thrilled with the
brightly colored harmonicas, kazoos
and didgeridoos that Wendorf played
for them.
“In one hour they were playing
the harmonica with one hand and
beating a drum with the other; out of
nowhere people just started showing
up to be part of it,” said Wendorf.

“It was overwhelming to see everyone so excited. The children are
always smiling and laughing. Their
eyes just shine and they are so grateful for the simplest things.”
Before leaving Uganda, he was
called aside by one of the grateful
folks who said in a spirit of inclusion, “You are welcome. We want
you to stay here, Eric. We will build
you a house. Get you two goats and
some chickens.” Now that is the
spirit of community.
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When
4+3+3+2=

Why one local couple
opened hearts and doors to
others’ children
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Some would say Lisa Ward is off
her rocker. Others would say you’re
more likely to see her in a rocker on
her wide wrap-around front porch
with a child or two on her lap and
other children nearby.
Ward and husband Todd are definitely an anomaly in Old Ortega.
With two biological children
(boys ages almost 15 and nearly 17),
five adopted (ranging from nearly
three to 14), one foster child (a twoyear-old special needs girl they hope
to adopt this year), two foreign
exchange students (one from Turkey
and one from India) and, oh yes,
three dogs and two cats, the size of
the couple’s 5,000 square foot home

is nowhere near
the size of their
hearts.
“We had a miscarriage before our
first child,” said
Lisa Ward,
explaining why
they chose this
unusual lifestyle.
“We decided that
if we ever had the
chance to have
kids we would be
the best parents we
could be and
spread our love as
far as we could.”
They are spreading it pretty far
these days. In addition to caring for
eight children, with a variety of
medical, mental and emotional
issues, Ward is also executive director for Hope Academy, a Mandarinbased school for children with
special needs.

She didn’t plan on this at all.
With two business degrees, Ward
owned a large accounting firm in
Western Michigan. Needing to be
closer to her mother, she sold the
company and moved the family (of
four, at that time) in 2006 to
Jacksonville, where she started
another accounting company.

“Both boys were high risk pregnancies; the doctor said the third
would be as hard if not harder so we
made the decision to look at adoption,” Ward said. “Our goal was for a
baby girl. Someone told us that foster care would be the easier way
rather than going out of the country
[to adopt]. So we did foster care for
a few years and you fall in love with
them and they don’t always go back
to the best home and your heart gets
broken, over and over again. We
decided that we couldn’t keep getting our hearts broken so we decided
to look at the adoption route.”
When the Wards got ready to try
adoption, some people told them that
adoption through foster care was
next to impossible, so they didn’t go
into it very optimistically.
“I was on the state adoption website one day and saw a sibling group
[of three] that had been in foster care
for five years. I thought, ‘Why
would any child be in foster care
five years?’” Ward shared. “We started the process [for the siblings, now
ages 10, 12 and 14] and it was a lot
easier than I ever imagined that it
could actually be. We applied
September 2009, they moved in
Thanksgiving weekend of 2009;
adoption was April 2010.”
Since the two girls and their
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brother had been in foster care
for a long time, there were emotional needs to work through and the
couple – now a family of seven –
thought that was it.
But Ward, who also served at that
time as president of the Clay County
Foster Association, started to see a
lot more medical needs children in
the system.
There were four ready for adoption in Jacksonville and Ward asked
to meet a two-year-old tersely
described as “sweet boy, stiff body.”
“I prayed about it and the day we
put in the formal request the state
put him on the website and 90 people applied on the same day. I never
thought we would be chosen out of
90 people. On Valentine’s Day 2011
we got the answer and in May 2011
we adopted him.”
Still aching to raise a baby girl,
Ward began to babysit a ninemonth-old biracial girl who was in
foster care with another family. In
October 2011 they found that she
would be available for adoption and
by Christmas they had their baby
girl.
After a respite of almost 18
months, the family of nine began to
babysit, then foster another little girl
with special needs. They expect to
hear the good news any day that she
will get her forever home with the
Wards.
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“If it’s meant to be, it will happen,” said Ward. “We already knew
how to take care of her medical
needs. It just made sense.”
Now with eight children ranging
in age from two to almost 17 (four
boys, four girls), the Ward family
decided to open their hearts and
their home to foreign exchange students. “We converted the library into
a bedroom for the boys,” she
explained. “They had a little bit of a
culture shock at first. They are starting to understand that this is not a
typical American family.”
That’s an understatement.
With nearly 50 therapy sessions
of all kinds each month, Lisa and
Todd, who is a tool and die supervisor, take turns toting the youngest
three to multiple appointments, who
share the same specialist at
Nemours and at The Wolfson Center
for the Medically Complex Child.
“I’m the mom pushing his wheelchair, holding her hand, carrying
her,” she giggled. “Sometimes we
get funny looks and people try to
figure out who we are.”
Who they are is evident – a family that is intent on spreading its love
as far as they can.
“They are such a blessing to
have,” Ward said. “I hope someone
will see this and say ‘I never
thought of that or it is possible.’
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Festival of Flight soars in Memorial Park
Plans for an upcoming silent
auction revealed
Audrey, Tommy and Kate
Brice of Avondale show off

The day couldn’t have been more their face and body painting.
beautiful for the 3rd annual Angels
for Allison Festival of Flight on
Sept. 28. Board member Barbara
Irving noted that there was a
steady flow of people all day,
out to enjoy the fresh air,
bands, foot trucks and activities.
Presented by primary sponsor Fidelity Information
Services (FIS), the festival
raised over $70,000 just in
corporate sponsorships. Irving
estimated that proceeds may
top $100,000 this year, more
than twice what was raised at
last year’s event.
The nonprofit raises funds
to help with the funeral or
burial expenses of families
who suffer the loss of a child.
The four-year-old foundation
was started in memory of
Allison Brundick Haramis,
who lost her life in a car accident at age 15.
Angels for Allison’s signature project is angel ornaments, hand painted by hundreds of
volunteers, including church and school groups at the studio in
Venetia Village. While those ornaments are patterned, the
organization plans to hold a silent auction of more than 100
angels custom painted by local artists. The auction will be Nov.
21, 6 p.m. at The Brick in The Shoppes of Avondale, and is
sponsored by the Fairfax Gallery and Framing Establishment
and the Haskell family.

Rosemary Robie of San Marco and Barbara Irving of Ortega are
board members of The Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation.
Irving is also coordinator of volunteers and Ann Freeman, of
Ortega, is one of the many volunteers for Angels for Allison

Drew Haramis (mother of Allison) and Somerset Acosta-Rua

Marlo Morales, Caroline White, Anna Donahoo, Eleanor White
(all current or alumni of St. Mark’s) volunteer at the Festival’s bake sale booth

Celebrate Beloved Traditions — and Make New Ones!

Christmas at Gaylord Palms® Resort

It’s the most wonderful time of the year in sunny Florida!
November 23, 2013 – January 5, 2014
Make it a Christmas to remember at Gaylord Palms, where two million twinkling lights, lavish decor and an amazing
54-foot majestic Christmas tree create a holiday atmosphere like no other. Delight in fine dining, eclectic shopping and
festive entertainment, including ICE! — more than two million pounds of colorful, hand-carved ice slides and sculptures
featuring Frosty the Snowman. It’s a holiday celebration you’ll never forget.

Book your holiday getaway today!

ChristmasAtGaylordPalms.com
ICE! PRESENTED BY

or call (407) 586-2000
Shrek, Madagascar, Kung Fu Panda and all related characters and properties © 2013 DreamWorks Animation L.L.C. Frosty the Snowman TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment
Inc. & Classic Media, LLC. Based on the musical composition FROSTY THE SNOWMAN © Warner/Chappell. Pepsi and Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.
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Fishweir gets green on
national day of service

Children learn compassion
through responsibility
Sophie, Liam and John Paul learned about responsibility and compassion at St. John’s
Presbyterian Kindergarten & Preschool. In October the children were taught that one of their
responsibilities is to care for those less fortunate. They joined with City Rescue Mission to
provide new socks and underwear for the homeless children of Jacksonville.

Third grade student Meghan Haile and her mother Jill weed the beds lining the walk to Fishweir Elementary
School on Green Apple Day of Service Sept. 28.

Fishweir Elementary PTA’s Campus
Beautification Chair Mary Ann Myler brought
community volunteers together to help make
Fishweir Elementary a healthier, more sustainable learning environment by planting fall season
edible plants in existing campus beds.
The volunteers focused on the front lawn of
the school at 3977 Herschel Street, weeding and
planting on Saturday, Sept. 28. Myler said that
each month the Campus Beautification team will

Oldest continuously operating
school in Florida offers new program
Florida’s oldest operating school, West
Riverside Elementary School, is the newest
Duval County School to offer a Dual
Language program.
Parents of kindergartners and 1st graders
were given the opportunity to enroll their
children in the new program at the beginning
of the 2013-2014 school year. The Dual
Language program is a Spanish immersion
program but differs in that half the students
speak Spanish as their native language and
half speak English.
Core subjects are taught 50 percent of
the time in Spanish and 50 percent in
English, switching every two weeks. The stu-

work on a different section of the campus,
including the butterfly garden in the inner courtyard and a vegetable garden near the modular
classrooms.
The Green Apple Day of Service is in its second year, providing an opportunity for students,
teachers, parents, elected officials, organizations, companies and more to transform
schools, such as Fishweir, into healthy, safe,
cost-efficient, and productive learning places.

Ortega
Methodist
youth sell great
pumpkins

dents are not specifically taught to speak
Spanish or English but they are taught their
school subjects in each language. Research
has shown that this is a very effective way of
teaching a second language.
The results are not instantaneous but
English- and Spanish-speaking students will
both benefit greatly. By the end of 5th grade,
both groups of children should be completely proficient in Spanish and English. They
should also be at or above grade level academic benchmarks. According to parent
Kerri Halligan, “this program has been very
successful in Duval County and it’s a welcome addition to West Riverside.”

The Ortega United Methodist Church youth were
at it again in October selling pumpkins great and
small to area residents. Proceeds from their 21st
annual event help fund mission trips and other youth
events. The group took two deliveries of pumpkins
and sold them through the end of October. The youth
and their families volunteered for two-hour shifts manning the patch each day.

Emmett Lynch, member of Ortega United Methodist Church
Youth Group helps Dominic Sampson select a pumpkin

Ortega Methodist benefit run in Ryan’s memory

Young dual-language students at
West Riverside Elementary School

Ortega United Methodist Church is hosting
Ryan’s Run, a 5K Run/Walk on Saturday Nov. 23, in
memory of Ryan Perry, 10, who died in a tragic accident a year ago at school. The event will benefit the
church and its goal to promote children’s ministries
by building a new Family Life Center.
The event begins at 8 a.m. with a One-Mile Fun
Run and the 5K Run/Walk starts at 8:30 a.m. on
Iroquois Avenue behind the church offices, finishing
in the church courtyard. Afterward, there will be a

post-race celebration with a pancake breakfast,
refreshments, music, games and more. Presenting
sponsor is Janie Boyd & Associates.
Sign up online at www.1stplacesports.com or in
the church office. If you’re interested in sponsoring,
volunteering or want more information, contact Matt
Worsham at (904) 626-0906 or
mcworsham@gmail.com. Donations can be sent in
Ryan’s name to Ortega United Methodist Church,
4807 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32210.

We’ve got you
covered!
Open days, evenings and weekends.

s Hourly drop-in childcare
s Preschool education programs
s School age activities
s Fun private parties
s Back-up care
50% off Family Registration

A family favorite
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Must present coupon, may not be combined with any
other offers, Expires 12/1/13.

www.kidspark.com

License# C04DU0724

Come in for a tour!
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Oldest volunteer
ever…maybe

In their pink jackets, Jo Priapi (right) hugs longtime
friend and fellow volunteer Fran Hindel, whose recent
death was devastating to Priapi

St. Vincent’s volunteer
celebrates two milestones
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Josephine Caponegro Priapi – or
Jo, as she prefers to be called – celebrated two significant milestones last
month and it’s hard to say which
excites her more. The 100-year-old
resident at Wyndham Lakes Senior

Living facility reached 10,000 hours
in volunteerism with St. Vincent’s
HealthCare.
Priapi, who moved to Jacksonville
in the early 1950s when husband
John was “deployed” from Newark,
NJ by Prudential to help create the
company’s northeast Florida presence, has always volunteered.
“She’s an incredible woman and
has been active all of her life,” said
daughter Anna Riedel. “When my
sister Joanne and I visit her from
Tallahassee, she wears us out.”
This energizer bunny of a woman,
according to Riedel, was active with
Assumption Catholic Church and St.
Vincent’s HealthCare almost from
the moment the family moved to St.
Nicholas some 60 years ago.
“Mom was brought up by nuns [in
New Jersey] and worked with them
all of her life. She won a scholarship
to St. Vincent’s Academy in
Montclair,” shared her daughter.
“Recently she and good friend Gertie
Dubose spent time helping with
Assumption’s centennial celebration.”
As an active volunteer since the
1950 with St. Vincent’s Auxiliary,
Priapi would gather together a large
group of women to help with the
details of fundraising functions,

A young Josephine, early 1930s, poses on steps of St. Vincent’s Academy, Montclair, NJ

addressing and
Jo and John Priapi
mailing invitations
and information.
Even now, Priapi
is a tele-care volunteer at St. Vincent’s,
calling shut-ins
every day to chat
and make sure they
are doing well. She
recently logged
10,000 hours as a
St. Vincent volunteer, making her one
of few to reach that milestone.
Although a broken femur has kept
her down for a while, Priapi can’t
wait to get back to her daily calling.
In the meantime, she was feted by
family at a celebration for her other

milestone. Brother Alfred Caponegro,
97, came in from New Jersey and
nephews from California attended the
party in Ponte Vedra on Oct. 27.
Priapi, born Oct. 29, 1913, was the
oldest of six in her family.
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Thanksgiving Celebrations from
Years Past
ROBIN ROBINSON, PRESIDENT,
JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

What could be more American than Mom, apple
pie and the celebration of Thanksgiving? While the
“First Thanksgiving” took place in 1621 with the
Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians, it wasn’t
until 1863 that the celebration became a national
holiday with President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation. It was a time of Civil War in our country
and Lincoln encouraged the people to refocus on
God and His blessings.
Incumbent with the celebration of Thanksgiving
in the United States is the annual Thanksgiving
program/play at elementary schools across the
country. This tradition has taken place for years in
our country and has become a rite of passage for
young children. Dressing up as a Pilgrim or an
Indian was and is de rigueur. Mothers’ sewing
machines were busy the night before the program
making sure children’s costumes were just right.
Speaking parts were handed out and songs were
practiced for the big day. The excitement built as
the day of performance for parents and grandparents neared. The celebration became a living history lesson for the children and a joyous occasion
for the parents with faces and cameras lighting up
as the children presented their program.
Shown here are pictures of Riverside
Presbyterian Day School Thanksgiving programs
from the past reminding us all of this sweet tradition which has been handed down through the
years. RPDS is the oldest private school located in
Jacksonville, established in 1948.

1968 Thanksgiving food drive offerings
are collected

Children – some with grins and giggles – give thanks during a snack break, circa 1968

Kindergarten class circa 1998 enjoys a Thanksgiving feast; students sampled a more
traditional meal than that which was served at the First Thanksgiving

