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Religious diversity
celebrated with gratitude
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Congregation Ahavath Chesed – The Temple hosted
the 95th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Gratitude
Service, co-sponsored by OneJax, on Nov. 21.
For the last 95 years the Jacksonville community has
gathered to offer thanks and promote religious diversity.
This year, 17 clergy members from throughout the

Lilo and Harry Frisch
were honored for their
gracious nature and leadership as compassionate
supporters of Jewish
communal agencies in
Jacksonville at the t
wenty-first River Garden
Gala. The event, held at
the Renaissance Resort at
World Golf Village, took
place Nov. 16.
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community dressed in their vestments to offer thanksgiving in the style of their faith traditions. Rabbi Joshua Lief
of The Temple offered the sermon and Native
Americans, dressed in their tribal attire, participated
through music and dance. Canned goods and dry foods
were collected for Second Harvest Food Bank.

Eagle Scout
project beautifies
River Oaks Park

Troop 35 Boy Scouts planted,
trimmed and cleaned River Oaks
Park as an Eagle Scout project by
Brad Bailey. Pictured are Christian
Floyd, Chris Bailey, Alex Anderson,
James Dell’Alba, Mathew Knowling,
Jesse Hoffman, Jorge Matamoros
and Brad Bailey (center, back row).
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Troop 35 Boy Scouts, which meet at Southside United Methodist Church,
completed an Eagle Scout project Nov. 9 in River Oaks Park. Under the guidance
of Eagle Scout Brad Bailey, a senior at Paxon High School, 12 young men planted
trees, cleaned the riverbank, trimmed and staked sick and damaged trees, and
spruced up the park.
“I obtained necessary approvals through Jacksonville City Parks and Keep
Jacksonville Beautiful (special thanks to John Shellhorn and Dan Durbec, Chief
and Executive Coordinator, for meeting with me
about the project and approvals),” said Bailey. “Keep Jacksonville Beautiful
staff would like to help other groups coordinate community improvement
projects, especially Scouts.”
A car wash raised over $400 for trees (Magnolia, Weeping Willow, Holy,
Japanese Plum, and 20 Ligustrums) and supplies. The Scouts will maintain the
trees, looking after them until they are healthy and well rooted.
Bailey also noted that River Oaks Park neighbor Robert Campbell assisted
with tree trimming.

Wishing You
and Yours a
Happy Holiday
and a splendid
New Year!
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Concerns about
hens are same
about dogs and
cats
I am responding to a recent ‘Letter
to the Editor’ that expressed concerns
regarding potential noise and odor
problems associated with negligent
chicken owners.
Unfortunately, a situation like this
is possible with any pet, especially
dogs and cats, if an owner is irresponsible.
In crafting the ordinance that was
recently approved by the Jacksonville
City Council, great care was taken to
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ensure that the rights of adjacent
property owners would not be
adversely impacted by potential chicken owners. The legislation establishes
a two-year pilot program that will allow
300 residents to apply and pay a fee
to keep up to five hens (female chickens only) in residential backyards. In
addition, each prospective chicken
owner must complete a Duval County
Agricultural Extension educational
seminar to learn basic best management practices and how to properly
care for their chickens. Also, the ordinance outlines specific requirements
for coop construction to deter predators, coop placement, and proper
maintenance in order to avoid potential issues with odor. Similar requirements do not exist for cats, dogs, or

Jacksonville joins a long and growing
list of cities large and small throughout the state and country that recognize this right to allow residents to
keep a limited number of backyard
hens. The ordinance provides a sensible framework to allow residents who
want to exercise this right, while also
including provisions to protect the
rights of adjacent homeowners.
Backyard chickens enrich our gardens, can teach responsibility and
about where food really comes from,
entertain us and provide fresh eggs.
This is not something a dog, cat or
other pet can do.

Genora Crain-Orth
Hens in Jax, Riverside

San Marco loses long-time canine friend
Carolyn Hawthorne, owner of The Write Touch, 1967 San Marco Blvd., shared a sad note with friends and customers
on Nov. 1: “It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that I need to convey that Tucker passed away on Friday,
November 1st, after a very brief and acute illness, just two months shy of his 15th birthday. He will be remembered for
his beauty and grace, kind and gentle demeanor toward all things, and overwhelming desire to love and be loved.
“He gave so much joy to all who passed through the doors of the store and immeasurable comfort to countless
children during his years of service as a therapy dog at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, one of our most cherished
experiences.
“I am comforted to know he is at peace
and sharing his love in brand new dimensions. He will be missed as much as he was
loved.”
Tucker leaves behind his three-year-old
“brother” Nicholas.
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any other type of household pet.
If a permit holder violates these
requirements or proves to be negligent in caring for their backyard flock,
a neighbor has the right to lodge a
complaint and seek corrective action.
For those that would say chickens
are a farm animal, look at the historical record. Chickens were kept in the
backyards of many homes up until the
‘50s and ‘60s when ordinances were
updated to ban their existence, relegating chickens to the countryside or
a factory setting. Interestingly, just a
few short decades before, Americans
were encouraged to plant Victory gardens and keep backyard hens as a
means to support the war effort and
feed themselves and neighbors.
By passing this ordinance,
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City Council passes pilot program for backyard hens
Some neighborhoods opt out of
ordinance
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The issue of backyard hens has
finally been sent home to roost, as
Jacksonville City Council narrowly
passed an ordinance last month that
will allow a two-year pilot program
for 300 homeowners to own up to five
hens.
Ordinance 2013-415 passed, but
not without last-minute opt-outs by
select neighborhoods who asked to be
excluded from the legislation.
District 4 Councilman Don
Redman, who represents the St.
Nicholas neighborhood and was one
of the bill’s co-sponsors, said he was
happy that the ordinance was
approved despite the restrictions.
“It’s more restrictive than what I
would have liked and a little more
complicated than necessary,” Redman
said. “The most disappointing thing I
saw was the addition of the opt-out.”
Before going in for the Council
vote, there were only four neighborhoods, located in Arlington, that were
on the opt-out list and ineligible to
participate in the pilot program. As
the ordinance was debated prior to the
vote, another 15 additional areas were
added to the list. Neighborhoods
bound by homeowners associations
and deed restrictions will not be

affected by the legislation.
Neighborhoods included in the optout in The Resident’s readership area
are Point La Vista off of Old San Jose
and Grosvenor Square off of San Jose
Boulevard, along with North
Riverside, which is described as the
areas bordered by Beaver Street to the
North, Stockton Street to the East,
Interstate 10 to the South and McDuff
Avenue to the West.
Redman attributes the bill passing
by such a narrow margin of nine to
seven votes to the last-minute addition
of the opt-outs.
“Up until the vote, [At-Large
Councilman] Robin Lumb was the
only one against us,” Redman
explained. “I think some of the councilmembers were turned off with the
restrictions and didn’t want anything
to do with it.”
Lauren Trad, a San Jose resident
and founder of Hens in Jax, a grassroots organization lobbying for the
right to own backyard hens, said that
overall she is happy with the
ordinance.
“I wanted the legislation to be citywide,” Trad explained when talking
about the addition of the opt-outs.
“But from the beginning I said we had
to take baby steps and this is just a
part of that.”
Trad questions whether some councilmembers elected neighborhoods for
opt-outs “following the loudest voice
and not the majority.”
Genora Crain-Orth, a Riverside

resident who was active in getting the
ordinance passed, agrees that while
she is happy with the outcome she is
disappointed in the addition of optouts as well as the limited number of
permits that can be issued.
“While we got the vote in support
of hen ownership, there are so many
‘ifs, ands and buts’ about it, that it
took some of that victory away,”
Crain-Orth explained. “But for someone who’s never been involved in politics to navigate the process, to figure
it all out and educate people – from
that perspective, it’s a huge victory.”
Redman credits the passing of the
pilot program to Trad and Crain-Orth.
“It’s been interesting. We had some
hardworking ladies, who were very
well-organized and talked to every
singe council person,” Redman said.
“Nobody gets everything they want,
but everybody gets something they
want.”
Trad acknowledged that the process
was often frustrating. “There were
some council members who never
returned calls, some of them we
called six times. That’s what really
upset me was how they distance themselves from the citizens. They are so
personally biased. But then there were
some councilmembers who were
spectacular. I just tried not to get discouraged and do my due diligence.”
Ultimately, Redman thinks that
most of the people who want hens
have them anyway.
“I can guarantee that you already

have 300 families owning hens,” Trad
said. “Now there is the issue of how
they are going to get the limited-number of permits.”
The Planning and Development
Department has 60 days to create the
application for the permit, establish
administrative procedures for issuing
the permits and collecting the onetime $25 registration fee.
As part of the process, potential
hen owners will have to take a chicken-keeping seminar from the Duval
County Agricultural Extension Office.
If they have taken one in the past, as
Trad has, they have to be able to document their attendance, which might
be impossible since there is no known
recordkeeping of attendees.
In 18 months, the Municipal Code
Compliance Division will evaluate the
program, along with input from
Animal Care and Protective Services
and the Planning and Development
Department as to the program’s
success.
Trad said she is going to do everything she can to get one of those 300
permits to have the chance to own
backyard hens once again.
“After that, I am going to lay low.
The whole goal of Hens in Jax was to
legalize hens. So the next time you
see me on the hen-front will be in a
year and a half when the report on the
pilot program comes out,” Trad said.
“Then, we will push for it to go community wide. At the end of that, yeah,
I’m done.”
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Two Jacksonville advocate
groups extol its virtues
Bring visitors to
Jacksonville, get residents
Downtown
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Last month there was an interesting
juxtaposition of annual meetings by
two groups that have, ostensibly, the
same goal: to promote Jacksonville –
either the metropolitan area at large or
Downtown – as a desirable destination.
First, Downtown Vision, Inc. (DVI)
held its annual meeting on Nov. 6 at
the Museum of Contemporary Art. At
that meeting, several people gave presentations, including board chair Chris
Flagg, executive director Terry
Lorince, Downtown Investment
Authority (DIA) CEO Aundra Wallace,
State of the Re:Union radio host Al
Letson, and Brunet-García vice president and partner Diane Brunet-García.
It was Brunet-García’s presentation
that provides a bit of drama to these
back-to-back meetings. But first, the
backstory.
Over 18 months ago, about six
months prior to the January 2013 hiring of Paul Astleford as CEO of Visit
Jacksonville, Brunet-García (the
agency) indicated there was possibly a
conflict of interest in the process of
awarding a City of Jacksonville $20
million marketing bid to Visit

Jacksonville (formerly the Jacksonville
& the Beaches Convention and Visitors
Bureau).
Brunet-García took issue with the
procurement process, stating that two
Tourism Development Council subcommittee members who scored the
proposals, M.G. Orender and Fred
Pozin, are past chairmen of Visit
Jacksonville.
During the 2013 DVI annual meeting, Diane Brunet-García unveiled a
branding for Downtown that, on the
surface, seems to justify Astleford’s
concerns about organizations battling
for supremacy in guiding
Jacksonville’s place on the world map.
Earlier this fall, Astleford was quoted as stating that “if the city wants to
attract more tourists, it’s time for a
major philosophical overhaul from
community leaders.”
He was also noted as having said
that “some of the major players supporting Jacksonville may be the city’s
unintentional worst enemies, stunting
the city’s progress in breaking out into
a major destination for tourism, commercial conventions and other events.”
On Nov. 13 Visit Jacksonville held
an awards ceremony and celebration
titled Destination: Celebration at the
Prime Osborne Convention Center. At
that event, Astleford said “Jacksonville
is unlike any other destination I’ve ever
experienced and has among its many
attributes an incredible variety of
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DVI board members Pamela Smith, El-Ad Florida, LLC; Bill Prescott, Heritage Capital Group;
Numa Saisselin, Florida Theatre, Vince McCormack, Perdue, Inc.

unique geographic areas to explore.”
Brunet-García has taken one of
those geographic areas – Downtown –
and christened part of it Spark District.
The agency even went so far as to have
a custom font designed and has proposed “tagging” buildings and other
structures with the Spark District logo.
This new Downtown brand was
rolled out informally during the 10th
anniversary celebration of Art Walk on
Nov. 6.
“It’s not just a region; it’s an attitude,” said Brunet-García. “It’s not just
about art or dining outside at a café.
It’s about the activities that will go on
in this area.”
One week later, at Visit
Jacksonville’s annual awards ceremony, Bill Gulliford, City of Jacksonville
City Council president and Tourism
Development Council chair, noted
“I’m excited to see where the leadership of Visit Jacksonville, under Paul,
is taking us and his progressive, outfront vision of where we need to go
and how we need to get there. We need
better community-wide focus, support
and collaboration in this important
economic arena and community benefit. From the trends I’m seeing, we’re
clearly headed in the right direction.”
“Collaboration” was bandied about
at the DVI annual meeting as well.
Said Chris Flagg, current chair of
Downtown Vision, Inc., “Developing
collaboratives…we want to be a horizontal agency, reaching out to make all
of us stronger. It’s been wonderful to
become transparent and all-embracing
of the other organizations that are
focused on Downtown and other

communities as well.”
Terry Lorince, DVI’s executive
director stated that the [DVI] board has
identified five goals. They include
developing strategic partnerships; continuing place making in the public
realm (making the street environment
look better); continuing to tell the story
of Downtown; providing value to
stakeholders; and working on sustainability, which includes diversify funding sources.
In the end, the two organizations
need each other. In order to increase
convention and meeting business in
Jacksonville, the city needs to present
an attractive face downtown. Nonprofit
groups like DVI , DIA and the Cultural
Council, among others, work to
improve the Downtown streetscape and
provide the type of events that draw in
residents and visitors.
“Knowing that visual arts, performing arts and cultural activities create
the necessary vitality that will drive
our downtown economy, we’ve
become very deliberate about that and
we’ve joined forces to spark change,”
said Brunet-García.
In a panel discussion at Destination:
Celebration, State Representative and
JAX Chamber CEO Daniel Davis,
head of the Tourism Development
Council in 2007-2008, said “People
have no idea what Jacksonville is or
where it is; these are opportunities for
us to bring people here and show them
the hospitality, the natural resources,
the diverse economy and quality of
life. Once people come here, they
don’t leave.”
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Decorating the Square
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
While the three kings brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, a group of neighborhood volunteers
bring the gift of adornment to the trio of bronze lions
that sit regally in the center of San Marco Square.
The beloved lions that gaze at passersby and attract
children and their pennies to its fountain, puts on its
holiday best to celebrate the season’s festivities. This
year they will shine even brighter thanks to recent renovations that illuminate the Square’s majestic centerpiece.
Suzanne Perritt, a member of The San Marco Garden
Circle, which has donated the Christmas tree and
decorations in Balis Park since 1990, is looking forward to the “delightful
challenge” of bringing the spirit of the holidays to the newly enhanced park.

Councilman proposes “No Peddling Neighborhoods”
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Door-to-door solicitations can be an
aggravation and cause homeowners to
be sharply alert to strangers possibly
canvassing neighborhoods for future
unwanted visits when residents are not
home.
Now comes what one would think
would be good news to neighborhoods
– an amendment to Ordinance Code
Chapter 250: Miscellaneous Business
Regulations.
Introduced by District 2 Councilman
William Bishop on Nov. 12, the
proposed bill 2013-713 will allow
communities to post signs warning
against peddling and soliciting within
an entire neighborhood.
The bill would provide for signs at

the entrance to a neighborhood to
constitute sufficient legal notice that
peddling or soliciting is not permitted
anywhere in the neighborhood. A
neighborhood interested in such
designation would be required to define
specific neighborhood boundaries and
to submit to the Neighborhoods
Department a petition with the
signatures representing at least 60% of
the total property ownership within the
defined neighborhood.
The Ordinance Code currently
provides that individual property
owners may post their property with
No Solicitors or No Peddlers signs to
prevent soliciting or peddling activity,
but does not provide a mechanism for
entire neighborhoods to post a single
notice at the entrance to the neighborhood that would be effective for all
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While the garden circle has been responsible for the towering tree in Balis Park
that has been the backdrops of many a holiday card, Karen McCombs and Benita
Boyd focus their attention and talents on the beautiful bronze sculpture.
Perritt describes them as “talented women who love San
Marco and take pleasure in decorating the lions for
Christmas.”
St. Nicholas resident Boyd, along with her brother, donated one of the three lions in memory of their parents. She
called McCombs “the curator of all things that go on the
lions.”
The decorations change every year, but McCombs and the
other volunteers are particularly excited about the changes to
the Square that will certainly enhance their efforts.
“We are looking forward to this year’s project, especially
since we will have spotlights to show off our handiwork…the
Square is going to look amazing,” said McCombs.
Boyd said the decorations are a holiday highlight.
“People love it; they bring their children to be photographed in front of it. It
makes the Square festive. The lions should be adorned – they should be beautiful.”

properties located within.
What is unclear, though, is whether
such an amendment would prohibit all
door-to-door sales, including those by
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and local
church and school groups, who often
depend on those solicitations for
fundraising efforts.
One resident, who wished to remain
anonymous, feel that such an ordinance
is the “wrong approach to a different
problem.” A door-to-door salesman in
his earlier years, the homeowner said
that the ordinance is over-kill,
especially if it extends to youth groups.
“Selling door-to-door for fundraising
encourages the development of
self-confidence,” he noted.
A resident who works at home, and
also did not wish to be identified, said
he had mixed feelings about the

proposed amendment, stating that he
didn’t see that it was a problem in his
neighborhood even though “we get our
fair share of knocks on the door.”
Some residents said the bill should
apply only to unauthorized peddlers
and would support efforts by legitimate
fundraising groups.
The ordinance puts the responsibility
on the solicitor to seek out posted signs
and then to contact the City of
Jacksonville to verify the geographic
boundaries to which the restriction
applies. Should the peddler ignore the
signs and is observed in the neighborhood, the uninvited individual must
immediately and peacefully depart the
area at any resident’s request.
The bill is scheduled to be considered in the Rules Committee meeting
on Monday, Dec. 2 at 8:30 a.m. and the
Recreational and Community
Development (RCD) Committee meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 1:30 p.m.
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Congressman comes to town
Young professionals enjoy
elder statesman’s remarks
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Perhaps it was his folksy charm or
maybe a respect for the office, but
Congressman Ander Crenshaw, U.S.
House of Representatives, held the
rapt attention of 30 or more young
professionals who attended a crossnetwork event on Nov. 5 at JAX
Chamber.
As a young man, the six-term U.S.
congressman was not at all interested
in politics. “At college [the University
of Georgia] I was involved with the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes,”
Crenshaw said. “But I went to law
school [at the University of Florida]
and my roommates were involved in
campus politics. Pretty
soon everything I realized that everything I
did was impacted by
politics.”
When he was 28
years old, Crenshaw
decided to run for the
Florida State
Legislature as a
Republican in a district
that was 80 percent
Democratic. He thought
it would be an uphill
battle, but he won the
race, beating the
Democratic incumbent,

Linda
Strickland
REALTOR®

and served six years for the 24th
District.
After leaving politics,
Crenshaw did a bit of lawyering
and investment banking, then
was encouraged to run for the
Florida Senate in a special election in 1986. He became the
first Republican in the
state to be named president of the Florida
Senate in 118 years,
serving until 1992 for
the 8th district. He
was state senator for
the 6th district from
1992 to 1994, and
then returned to politics on the national
level in 2000, when he
was elected to the U.S.
House of
Representatives for
Florida’s 4th district.

The event was coordinated by
Bobby Siddell, a member of both
ImpactJAX and the Shircliff
Society, to bring the two
groups together for an
evening of networking and
discussion.
Siddell noted, “I received
positive comments from both
sides of the political parties. I thought we had a
good turnout for the
cross-networking event;
there were a lot of
young professionals
here and I hope to
schedule more like this
in the future.”
Crenshaw sits on the
House Appropriations
Committee, serving on
several subcommittees,
including Defense subcommittee,

Financial Services and General
Government
(of which he is the Chairman), and
the subcommittee of State, Foreign
Operations and Related Programs.
The elder statesman touched on
subjects ranging from the arrival of
the USS New York at Mayport, new
P-8 reconnaissance planes at NAS
JAX (“National defense is probably
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the one thing the government oughta
do. That’s the number one
responsibility, to protect American
lives.”) and the proposed deepening of
the Jacksonville Harbor on the local
level, to the Affordable Care Act, the
Water Resources Development Act,
tax reform (“The tax code manual is
thicker than the Bible but it doesn’t
have any good news in it.”), and the
future of Social Security.
It was clear, though, that he
engaged the crowd with humor, sometimes self-deprecating.
“My favorite story of that night
was when Congressman Crenshaw
talked about the President’s State of
the Union address [in 2009] when
Congressman Joe Wilson yelled out
‘You lie!’ said Siddell. “Politics aside,
why I think so many people found
humor in this is the way he told it,
describing how Senator John McCain
turned around and looked at him, then
the Congressman turned around and
looked at the guy behind
him [Wilson].”
Crenshaw told the
young men and women,
“You don’t have to be
involved in politics to
bring about change in
society. When you are
involved, you touch the
lives of a lot of people,
especially when you are
involved in the
community.”
After taking a few
questions, the congressman thanked the members of ImpactJAX and
the Shircliff Society for their interest.
“It’s great to see you all here
tonight, that you care enough to take
an hour or two of your life once a
week or once a month to see what’s
going on in the community, to see
how you can plug in and be involved,
whether it’s in politics or in the community. I encourage you to keep on,”
he concluded.

Happy Holidays!
s 466IDEO 3EWER ,INE s "ATH  +ITCHEN
s %XPERT 2EPAIRS
2EMODELING
)NSPECTIONS
 2EPIPING
s 5NDER 3LAB ,EAKS s 3HOWER 0AN
s "ACKmOWS
 4ILE 7ORK
)NSTALLED
s 3EWER  $RAIN
3ERVICE
s 7ATER (EATER
3ERVICE  )NSTALLATION

Secure your valuables, just in time for Christmas!

SAFE SALE!
Our Products & Services:
s (OME 3AFES
s ,OCK 2E KEYING
s /FlCE 3AFES
s ,OCK 3ERVICE
s 'UN 3AFES
s 3AFE 2EPAIR
s $EPOSITORY 3AFES s -ASTER +EY ,OCKS
s &LOOR 3AFES
s 5PGRADE ,OCKS3AFES
s &IRE 3AFES
s 7E 5NLOCK (OMES
s (IGH 3ECURITY ,OCKS  "USINESSES

KNOWELL’S
LOCK & SAFE, INC.
904.387.0042
www.thesafedepot.com

Family Owned and
Operated for over 35 Years!

DECEMBER 2013

*Certain restrictions apply, inquire within

State Cert. #CFC056489

$10
OFF

Any Service Call.
Valid for new service calls only.
Expires 12/31/13

DECEMBER 2013

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE 7

City closer to adding a unique tourist attraction

Financing the remaining hurdle to bring the USS
Charles Adams home
BY KATE A. HALLOCK – RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Another hurdle has been leaped.
Earlier this year The Resident reported that the success of bringing the guided missile destroyer USS Charles F. Adams to Jacksonville was dependent on
jumping several hurdles, including financing, an exit strategy and the approval
of City Council to relocate the proposed permanent berth from the Southbank
to the Northbank.
An exit strategy was completed and approved in late 2012 to guarantee
removal of the ship from Jacksonville at no cost to taxpayers if it did not live
up to expectations.
On Aug. 13, 2013, City Council unanimously approved the proposed

Schultz Center announces new
initiative with One Spark
Education component to inspire educators, students
At a news conference held last month, the Schultz Center announced the
launch of EdSpark, an umbrella under which Creators with education-related
projects will participate in 2014 One Spark, The World’s Crowdfunding Festival,
scheduled for Apr. 9-13, 2014. The Schultz Center is dedicated to raising student
achievement through professional development services for educators in Northeast
Florida and beyond.
“We couldn’t be more excited to become a part of this creative festival,” said
Deborah Gianoulis Heald, President and CEO of the Schultz Center. “One Spark is
an ideal environment for teachers, parents and others interested in innovation in
education to bring their ideas, projects, concepts and products to life. In addition, it
opens One Spark to students under 18 and provides them with a platform to dream
big and out of the box on anything in which they have an interest.”
Students must work with an adult mentor on their projects or be a part of a team
that includes adults in order to participate in EdSpark curated creator projects.
Creator registration for One Spark, including EdSpark, runs through Jan. 31,
2014. To encourage EdSpark projects and answer questions from teachers,
parents, students and others, the Schultz Center will hold an EdSpark Open House
on Friday, Jan. 7, 2014, 5-7 p.m.

Fresh
Ideas
Teamed with
Extensive
Experience.
Award-winning Design/Builders
s 2ENOVATIONS s .EW #ONSTRUCTION s #OMMERCIAL  2ESIDENTIAL

904.387.0770

www.TurnageCo.com

4114 Herschel Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32210
CBC #057150

Thankful for

25 Years in

Business!

modification to City Ordinance 2010-675-E, which will allow the use of
approximately three of the 23 total acres at the former Jacksonville
Shipyards property for a long-term berth. This location is south of East
Bay Street across from the Maxwell House Coffee plant.
Thus remains the single most critical hurdle: financing.
“We have approximately $1.5 million in guarantees toward a line of
credit and are working on securing the remaining $3.4 million in funding
to guarantee the ship repairs and berth preparations,” said Daniel Bean,
president of the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association (JHNSA).
The nonprofit group driving this effort was formed in 2008 and is made
up of volunteers; Bean’s “day job” is executive partner with the law firm
Holland & Knight. So far they’ve been able to raise over half a million
dollars in cash, but need approximately $3.4 million to bring the revenuegenerating tourist attraction back to Jacksonville, where she was home
ported for 21 years.
“We’re hoping to find investors,” Bean stated. “I know it’s a lot to ask a
company or an individual to make that initial investment, but I’m very confident that the return on the investment will be there.”
Bringing the USS Adams to Jacksonville will excite, inspire, educate
and entertain the general public, and create a venue dedicated to the mission, memory and sailors of the Adams Class destroyers, according to the
JHNSA mission statement.
“Jacksonville gets 25,000 visitors for military reunions every year. We think
we can triple that number because the Adams is one of 23 ships in that class
and each ship has a reunion group; there are over 300,000 Adams sailors and
we’ll be able to draw a lot of those folks to Jacksonville,” he said.
Bean believes that the project could create 28 jobs and bring 150,000 visitors to the city each year. With an average expenditure of $26 per person, the
economic impact would amount to close to $4 million. “We believe it will be
self-sustaining and operate in the black in year two, making over $500,000, and
then making over a million in years three and four.”
The dream was to have the USS Adams open to the public this past Veterans
Day.
“Our target now is to have the ship here and open November 2014,” Bean
said. “People needed to feel comfortable that the ship will be here and now
we’re beyond that; they know it’s coming.”
The JHNSA looks forward to working with anyone who can help “Bring
Home the USS Adams.” For more information on the project or make an online
donation, visit www.adams2jax.org.
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GOOD
FOOD
GOOD
WILL
Harvested at the Garden
at Jackson Square
“Empty” lot continues to be
field of dreams for diverse
group of gardeners
BY STEVE DIMATTIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Jackson Square at San Marco will
one day be a 20-acre mixed-use transitoriented development with 750 apartments and 350,000 combined square
feet of office and retail space.
But for the past few years, it has
arguably been something much more.
When construction on the site was
delayed in 2009, developer Steve Cissel
set aside five acres and planted wildflowers rather than allow the land to sit
dormant. He then provided free plots,
irrigation and access to master gardeners and it blossomed into a diverse
community garden.
“The story of the development of the
property will go on for several more
years, but what’s happening with the
gardens is having a real impact on peoples’ lives right now,” said Cissel,
founder of FirstStar Development, who
manages the site locally for Cypress
Real Estate Advisors. “Those gardens
are a microcosm of our community.”
Cissel’s observation is routinely personified by representatives from a local
non-profit, San Marco residents, and
refugee families all working side-byside in the gardens.
Megan Riggs is there most Friday
mornings with residents from the
Sulzbacher Center homeless shelter,
where she serves as education and
career training coordinator.

“We use the garden’s produce in our
kitchen, but it’s as much about the educational and therapeutic benefits as it is
the food. The residents love to get outside and clear their minds; working in
the dirt helps them keep things in perspective,” said Riggs, who recently
became the Garden at Jackson
Square’s overall coordinator.
Sulzbacher gardener Anthony
Rigdon agreed.
“Coming to the garden is like going
to church. The garden is a different
type of study. It can be good for the
mind, but it’s also good for the soul.
You’re seeing the world from another
view; you’re not looking up, you’re
looking down,” said Rigdon, 24, who
has kicked alcohol addiction and begun
studying materials engineering with
Sulzbacher’s support.
San Marco resident Patsy Moore
shares the same reverence for digging
in the dirt as her Sulzbacher garden
neighbors.
“You can’t be out here in the morning and then have a bad day. I just
wish more people would give it a try,”
said Moore, whose love for the gardens
routinely sprouts into enthusiastic
efforts to recruit other gardeners. While
those occasionally include her attorney
husband Terry and two young grandchildren, her true mission is to have a
gardener for every plot. To that end,
she clears overgrown, vacant plots to
make them more inviting and brainstorms with Riggs ways to increase the
gardens’ visibility.
While the location at 2554 Philips
Highway may not seem the obvious
place for a garden – Cissel noted some

call the blighted area “Hooker
Highway” – it nonetheless stands true
to the tradition of the urban community
food park: it is near the heart of the
city; a variety of people and organizations are responsible for its existence,
making it a true community builder;
and it serves as a necessary food
source for several low income
households.
“The garden is more than a middle
class hobby for a lot of people, it’s a
working class necessity,” said Carol
Kartsonis, a master gardener instrumental in establishing Garden at
Jackson Square.
Chief among those are five Burmese
refugee families. Victims of sociopolitical persecution in their homeland
of Burma (now called Myanmar), the
families found safe passage to America
with the assistance of Lutheran Social
Services in Jacksonville.
Mu Dah, her husband Pah Kyar and
their five children immigrated here in
2010 after spending 15 years in a
Thailand refugee camp (all five children were born in the camp). Working
with LSS, Friends of Northeast Florida
Community Gardens and a small group
of volunteers, they were the first
Burmese to garden at Jackson Square.
“We like the garden very much,”
Mu Dah said, using limited English,
interpreted with the help of a cousin,
Bleh Da. “We use the food to feed our
family.”
Mu Dah’s garden is lush with a variety of herbs and vegetables, many used
in Thai cooking. It is clearly the work
of a skilled farmer, a gift that she
freely shares with other Jackson

Square gardeners.
“Their English may be poor, but
they come from a farming culture and
sure know how to grow things,” said
Cathy Guedarra, a master gardener
who maintains a demonstration plot at
Jackson Square.
Guedarra and Jeff Viau were
among the volunteers who supported
Mu Dah’s family when they first
arrived, connecting them with the garden and helping them navigate social
services, find jobs and communicate
basic information.
“Language is definitely their
biggest barrier,” said Viau. “Aside
from the food benefits, which are
huge, the garden is essential in giving
them something familiar to help with
integration into the community.”
Garden at Jackson Square as a support system and community builder is
something that instills Steve Cissel
with a sense of pride that will linger
long after the gardens give way to
apartments.
“Mixed-use projects like 220
Riverside, East San Marco and The
Strand high-rises are all great investments for Jacksonville and will only
help my development,” Cissel said. “I
can’t say when Jackson Square at San
Marco will happen; I’ll know when
the time is right. The farmers know
the garden is a temporary thing. But
for now, it serves an invaluable role in
our community. I only wish there
were more of them around town.”
For information contact Megan
Riggs, (904) 394-1357 or
MeganRiggs@tscjax.org.
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Nina Roth, Wendy and Barry Efron with Michele Myers

Ed and Anne Grenadier with
Bruce and Carol Greenspan

Arlene and Dr. Tony Adelson and Diane and
Dr. Mitchell Rothstein combined forces to co-chair
the 21st River Garden Gala, honoring Lilo and
Harry Frisch. The Nov. 16 event, held at the
Renaissance Resort at the World Golf Hall of
Fame property, is the foundation’s major annual
fundraising event in support of River Garden’s
mission to serve the entire community, rich and
poor alike, with caring and excellence.

ANGELS OF THE ARTS TREATED TO
SONG AND DANCE
Gary Norcross, Amy Norcross, M’Lissa Gravelle
and CAP board member DiAnne Scanlon

CAP Board President Charlie Margiotta, board member Heather
Geraghty and past board president Darnell Smith

The Cathedral Arts Project hosted its Angels of the
Arts reception on Oct. 16 at the beautiful Ponte Vedra
Beach home of Frank and Marisa Martire. The annual
event recognizes the generous contributions made to
Cathedral Arts Project’s mission by its major donors
and supporters.

Honorary Chairs Marisa and Frank Martire with CAP Executive
Director Kimberly Hyatt

SIPPIN’ THE REDS AND
ENJOYIN’ THE BLUES F
Supporters of the North Florida
School of Special Education packed
Daryl Bunn Studios in Riverside on Nov.
8 to enjoy live music, student
artwork and cuisine from Biscottis,
Designed Events, Inc., Liz Grenamyer
Catering, and the NFSSE Culinary Team.
Wines from Kenwood Vineyards,
Trinchero Family Estates, and Republic
National Distributing Company were
served to patrons who support the
organization that improve the lives of students with mild to moderate intellectual
disabilities through the achievement of
academic, vocational, and social skills.

Lee and Lynn Bledsoe
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A DIVINE LOCATION FOR A
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Wendy and Skip Willbach

Above Betsy Tilis
and Sid Gefen
Left: Rebecca
Rosenwasser and
Keith Goldfadden

Michelle and Ricky Bedoya, Catholic Charities Jacksonville Chair Emeritus, Richard and Ida Gropper, Catholic
Charities Workforce Development Program Manager, Board member Patrick and Lara Patangan

Treaty Oak Park, in all its majesty, was the venue for the 10th annual Festival d’Vine.
Patrons of the outdoor event contributed to the Catholic Charities Emergency Assistance
Program through purchases of wine. “Our Festival d’Vine is a wonderful, fun event that
grows every year. Most importantly, it enables Catholic Charities to help families who are at
risk of becoming homeless,” said Jennifer Garizio, Executive Director Catholic Charities.
“We are grateful to the many sponsors, donors, volunteers, wine vendors and fabulous
restaurants that make our ability to help others possible.”

D WHITES, OYSTERS ABOUND FOR ANNUAL ROAST
FOR NFSSE
The annual Riverkeeper
Oyster Roast – known as one
of the best parties of the season – was held Nov. 22 at the
Garden Club. Supporters
know this is one of the most
important fundraising events
to help continue the St. Johns
Riverkeeper’s advocacy, outreach and education programs in support of the area’s
greatest natural resource.
Jacksonville artist Henry Von
Genk III donated an original
oil painting, River Day, worth
an estimated $7,500 for the
special drawing.

Ginny and Richard Dostie

Bob and Debbie Smith

Karen McCombs with Mike and Susie Miller

Levy Jewelers at the St. Johns Town Center is a
fourth-generation,

family-owned

jewelry

business.

They are proud to carry many luxury brands including:
Breitling, David Yurman, Mikimoto, Henri Daussi, Marco
Bicego, Ball Watch, William Henry Studio, and Michael
Kors. If you like unique and one-of-a-kind pieces, Levy
Jewelers also has Jacksonville’s best collection of estate
and antique jewelry.

Their staff includes graduate

gemologists, expert watchmakers, master jewelers,
bridal and gift consultants, and diamond specialists. As
a member of the American Gem Society, Levy Jewelers
personally selects every diamond and ensures that it
meets the highest possible standards.
Levy Jewelers is currently celebrating their 113th year
of continuous operation. Based in Savannah, Georgia,
they carry on Levy’s family tradition of building lasting
relationships with their clients.

Stop in and see why

they are Jacksonville’s premier jeweler.

You can be

conﬁdent that you will receive personal and professional
service from any of their well-trained associates. They
are fortunate to have been included in so many of their
customers’ important family events and occasions. For
this they are truly grateful!

St. Johns Town Center
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G AT O R B O W L
A City staple approaches
70 great years
Residents recall favorite
games through the years
BY DOUGLAS MILNE
“Do you have any affiliation with
the Gator Bowl Association?” As the
question popped in random passing
and straight out of left field, a pause
would have certainly been warranted.
The inquiry, however, failed to yield
the expected response. Instead, it came
quick and deliberate, driven almost by
a sense of pride. “Of course I do,”
Ortega’s Fred Seely said. “Don’t
you?”
In the fall of 1945, Jacksonville
businessman Charles Hilty, Sr. noticed
the lack of activity between Christmas
and the New Year and the economic
slump at year’s end. Not liking what
he saw, Hilty appealed to others in the
community with an idea. To bring an
annual Bowl game to Jacksonville, he
explained, was precisely the shot in
the arm the city needed. With $10,000
put up to support it, the idea sold big.
So big was it that on Jan, 1, 1946, the
first Gator Bowl Game was contested
between a victorious Wake Forest and
South Carolina. It was just the sixth
Bowl game in history, but first to be
televised nationally.
Since then, the Gator Bowl

Association has been a staple in
Jacksonville and become as synonymous with the city’s steeped history
and tradition as Lynard Skynard. As
the Association’s slogan points out,
however, the difference with the GBA
is that “Everyone’s a player.”
And to Seely’s point, you’d be
hard-pressed to find folks who weren’t
in some way associated with the Gator
Bowl Game.
“I first got involved years ago when
I was a sports writer at the Florida
Times-Union, when George Olsen was
the GBA director (1975, Emeritus),”
Seely said. “Back then, the Gator
Bowl rivaled the Georgia-Florida
game as the biggest football event
here.”
Seely first attended a Gator Bowl
Game as a senior at the University of
North Carolina in 1963, when he and
friends took a train from Delray Beach
to Jacksonville to witness his Tarheels’
routing of Air Force 35-0.
Memories, it turns out, are as significant to the Gator Bowl’s success as
vision.
“My first Gator Bowl memory was
the 1982 game between FSU and West
Virginia,” recalled Curt Pajcic. “We
had seats in the upper deck. It was so
foggy that there were times when we
couldn’t even see the players on the
field and had to rely on the crowd’s
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After the game, Dan Murphy presents the trophy

response below to know
which team was doing
well.”
Much to Pajcic’s elation,
the Seminoles won the
game 31-12. That, however,
wasn’t the game Pajcic
looks back on with the
most fondness.
In front of a Gator Bowl
record crowd of more than
84,000 in 2010, the
Seminoles again beat the
Mountaineers, this time 33-21.
Outcome aside, the personal experience that one year provided the Pajcic
family memories to transcend an
entire lifetime.
As a sophomore at Florida State in
1966, Gary Pajcic took the team’s
starting position as quarterback. As
fate would have it, Pajcic and the
Seminoles played in the 1967 Gator
Bowl Game, tying Penn State at 17. At
the time, Bobby Bowden was the
receivers’ coach. The 2010 Gator
Bowl Game was Bowden’s last as
coach. It was also when Gary Pajcic
became posthumously inducted into
the GBA Hall Of Fame.
“Early in the week, I had the honor
to speak and accept on his behalf at
the Hall Of Fame luncheon,” Curt
recalled. “It was very cool that my
dad’s induction into the Hall Of Fame
coincided with Bowden’s last game.”
Dan Murphy, an Avondale neighbor
to Pajcic, was the sitting Gator Bowl
Chairman during that special game.
“Because of the significance of that
game, the trophy presentation was carried on national TV and when my
name was on the screen as I presented

that trophy to Coach Bowden, my
email and phone blew up with messages from Jacksonville to California
and everywhere in-between,” said
Murphy.
Murphy joined the Association in
2004 and remains today involved as a
Trustee of the Board and Past
Chairman.
John Donahoo Sr. remembers that
2010 game well. It marked the 28th
consecutive year of his service on the
committee.
After three decades as a committee
member, the 2013 game between
Northwestern (34) and Mississippi
State (20), Donahoo called it his last
in that role.
To complement Donahoo’s remarks
was a dining room table enshrined by
Gator Bowl memorabilia. Ties, pins,
posters, programs lay strewn across
the surface. A hat signed by Sam
Kouvaris and Sam Snead proved to be
another story for another time.
The Rev. Edward “Monk” Malloy
served, among other things, as Notre
Dame’s president from 1987-2005. In
2003, the 20-year anniversary of Donahoo’s
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tenure as a committee member,
Notre Dame competed in its third
Gator Bowl Game. A 28-6 loss to NC
State wasn’t even a blip on the radar
when Donahoo, a devout Fighting Irish
fan, slipped back in time 10 years.
“We were asked to host Monk and
his family for the week,” Donahoo said
humbly. “I remember calling his office
and asking his secretary when he’d be
arriving. We wanted to make sure we
were all buttoned up and ready. ‘He’ll
get there when he wants to get there’
was what she said.”
“He flew into the St. Augustine airport,” he said, surprised, almost as if he
had just received the news again. “We
were instructed to drive out onto the
runway and pull up next to the plane.
I’ll never forget him getting off that
plane and into our car right there on
the tarmac.”
That’s the thing about Gator Bowl
stories. No one seems to forget them.
They tie a forever-illuminated time
with place.
While the Gator Bowl Game and
Association has helped build a fine
reservoir of memories since its inception nearly 70 years ago, the prospect
for which it was crafted lends to equal
remark. Every story driven by nostalgia is matched by one of economic
success.
“On average, $14 million is directly
spent into the local economy as a result
of the Gator Bowl which has an average overall economic impact of $30
million,” said Rick Catlett, GBA
President and CEO. “In addition, the
Gator Bowl Association contributes an
average of $300,000 annually to local
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charities.”
Events, Game Day Operations and the
Each year, the Gator Bowl Game
Parade.”
draws upwards of 30,000 out of town
With the Gator Bowl having signed
visitors for an average stay of two to
a new, six-year contract with the
three nights. What that translates to is
Southeastern Conference, the Atlantic
roughly $15 million in direct spending Coast Conference and the Big Ten
for the local economy.
Conference to play in the Gator Bowl
“As the sixth oldest college football
following the 2014 regular season,
game, we like to think we have had a
things look good for McCormack. In
huge financial impact on our commuaddition, the Gator Bowl reached a sixnity over the nearly 70 years the game
year agreement with its title sponsor
has been
(TaxSlayer.com) and
presented,”
ESPN for exclusive
Murphy
game coverage.
said. “I
Once again, the
think the
Gator Bowl trancharitable
scends both time and
contribuplace.
tions we are
“The GBA and its
able to make
Past Chairs is a histo children
tory of some of the
and educacommunity’s best
tion can only
leaders, and so I will
Curt Pajcic and Bobby Bowden
improve the
be connected to this
quality of life in Northeast Florida. We organization for the rest of my life,”
are proud to be a small part of helping
McCormack said. “It is sort of a Civic
positively shape the future of our com- Fraternity where each of the members
munity.”
shares the same passion to continue the
A part of that future now rests in the great tradition of the Gator Bowl.”
hands of incoming Chairman Vince
“Since the Gator Bowl was estabMcCormack. A Jacksonville native,
lished 69 years ago, this organization
McCormack’s future is on solid ground has been extremely fortunate to have
thanks to a healthy past.
had top leaders in our community
“I was approached by a local busiserve as Chairman, including several
ness leader several years ago to get
from the Ortega, Avondale and San
involved with the Gator Bowl
Marco,” Catlett said. “Their impact on
Association,” McCormack recalled.
our success is apparent and their per“The individuals and companies consonal involvement is what makes the
nected to the Association reinforced
Gator Bowl Association continue to
my desire to join. I have now chaired
have the maximum positive impact on
and served in almost all areas of the
our community.”
Association including Hospitality,
The positive impact of the Gator
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Bowl is defined by a lot. It’s a
school’s post-season victory and this
community’s pride. It’s our image on
a national level and a $30 million
reflection of improved and saved lives
on a local level. It’s the “no vacancy”
sign and the extended hours of operation. The Gator Bowl is a reminder of
where we’ve been, who we are and
where we can go.
“The Gator Bowl is an institution
in this town,” noted Murphy. “As we
succeed on the field, our local economy continues to benefit in a meaningful way. When that all works, we’re
able to be very supportive of local
charitable causes that support children
and education. It’s thrilling to think
that one football game can have such
a meaningful economic impact and a
profound influence on the potential
quality of life for all of Northeast
Florida.”
With history and potential as the
residue of its design, The Gator
Bowl’s ubiquitous presence in and
around the city lends favorably to the
mantra that, indeed, “Everyone’s a
player.”
“When I travel around the country,
including many Chamber leadership
trips, the Gator Bowl is always one of
the first things I hear about relating to
Jacksonville,” McCormack said. “Our
brand has certainly helped grow and
strengthen the city.”
As he so matter-of-factly opened
the story, Seely fittingly closes it in
equally-as-few words.
“When you say ‘Gator Bowl’ to
any college football fan, people think
of Jacksonville.”

PAGE 14

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Two nonprofit executive directors
selected for national program
Two local nonprofit
executive directors have
been selected to participate in the National Arts
Strategies’ The Chief
Executive Program.
Avondale resident Maria
Hane, executive director
of the Museum of
Science & History, and
Mandarin resident Tony
Vecchio, executive
director of the
Jacksonville Zoo &
Gardens, are among 50
cultural leaders selected
from around the world.
“I am honored to
have been selected to be a part of this innovative program and am excited to embark on this
experience with my friend and colleague, Tony
Vecchio,” said Hane. “We will be able to
explore new perspectives, learn new skill sets
and share our experience with Jacksonville
leaders to ultimately benefit the entire cultural
community.”

National Arts Strategies brings together cultural leaders from around the world to explore
new ways to tackle the most complex and
critical challenges facing the field. The Chief
Executive Program includes three in-person
educational events at Harvard Business School,
the University of Michigan’s Ross School of
Business, and Sundance Resort, as well as a
variety of “at-work” activities designed to help
leaders move forward on their own unique
objectives and goals.
“The Culture and Arts organizations in
Jacksonville create such a tight-knit community,” said Vecchio. “As much as I look forward to
the things I will learn through this program, I am
especially excited about the discussions Maria
and I will have with the other cultural leaders in
town when we return. “
Participants in The Chief Executive Program
were selected from a pool of over 250 open
applications and nominations from industry
stakeholders following a highly competitive
recruitment process to identify 50 of the top
executive cultural leaders from around the
world with an aptitude to tackle the intractable
issues presented by the curriculum.

Empire Point resident writes mystery
Former forensic psychologist and UNF psychology professor
Linda Foley just added another credential to her résumé. Although
retired five years after teaching for 34, Foley couldn’t resist taking
up the pen and churning out “A Taste of Vengeance,” a mystery
novel about the murder of a University of Florida professor and Tori
Vincent, the fictional forensic psychologist who investigates it. The
Empire Point author has assisted the Gainesville Police Department
with suspicious deaths and spent time interviewing inmates at the
Florida State Prison at Raiford. For more information, visit
www.lafoley.com.
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Episcopal School of Jacksonville
names Tritt as Alumnus of Year
Arnold (Arnie) Tritt, Jr., managing partner of
Tritt & Associates, P.A., was named Alumnus of
the Year during The Episcopal School of
Jacksonville’s annual Reunion Weekend
celebrations.
This award is given to an alumnus who has
consistently provided exemplary service to
Episcopal by enhancing the mission, success,
stature and well-being of the school. Tritt graduated from Episcopal in 1981 and has served
on the Episcopal Alumni Board for over five
years. Tritt & Associates participates in
Episcopal’s Corporate Partners Program and
Tritt serves as a leadership donor.

Arnie Tritt with his wife Danielle at the Episcopal
Reunion Weekend

Chase Bank expands into local
Lakewood branch
San Marco, San Jose and Lakewood-area
residents now have a new banking option, as
Chase Bank opened up its doors for business
on Oct. 17 at 6012 San Jose Blvd. Manager
Audrey North welcomed bank customers,
Chamber representatives and introduced regional market leader Steve Vachon.
“Chase is excited to be in Jacksonville and
we’ve got well over 4,000 employees here
already,” said Vachon, as he greeted visitors and
media. With the addition of several branches in
the Jacksonville market, Chase has now
expanded its footprint with other area locations
on Southside Blvd. and another location at
Margaret Street and Riverside Avenue.
The new banking locations feature interactive
kiosks and after hours, secure use of ATMs
unique to the new tech savvy locations.
Engineered to make the customer experience a
more interactive tech environment, the branches
are the latest in the change from a teller experience to more of a boutique approach to personal banking.
San Marco residents will soon have a second
Chase Bank in the area. A permit was recently

granted for a tenant build-out for JP Morgan
Chase Bank at 1515 Atlantic Blvd where Wilson
& Wilson Optical has an office. A Georgia-based
firm, D.C. Ecker Construction, will manage the
1,650 square foot, $180,000 project which will
begin first quarter 2014 after the eyeglass boutique relocates to the end of the building nearest
Thacker Street next February.
Ruth Wilson, owner, stressed that Wilson &
Wilson Optical will remain open for business at
its current location during the build-out of the
shop’s new space. “We have enjoyed doing
business at this location for over 25 years, and
would not have sold if Chase had not been able
to put together a partnership where we could
stay in the building and continue to service our
great customers in the area.”
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Heather Cissel elected sorority parliamentarian
Heather Cissel was elected as Parliamentarian of the
Gamma Phi Beta Sorority at the University of South
Florida in Tampa. The sorority has been recognized at the
top for first place in academics for all sororities and fraternities at the University. Cissel is a senior studying
Psychology and Forensic Criminology. She is the daughter
of San Marco resident Steve Cissel and the granddaughter of Judy Cissel of Atlantic Beach; both are proud.

Microsoft recognizes Bolles’ educator
as innovator

Colleen Rodriguez (Executive Director of JFCS), Stephen Goldman (JFCS Board Member), Martha Barrett (Bank
of America Senior Vice President of Corporate Social Responsibility). Francine Trager Kempner (President of the
Board of Directors for JFCS)

Bank of America gives once,
then gives again
Jewish Family & Community Services
(JFCS) of Jacksonville was recently awarded a
prestigious and highly competitive grant from
Bank of America’s Neighborhood Builders®
program.
Last month, executives at JFCS received a
check for $200,000 in unrestricted grant funding and leadership development for its executive directors and emerging leaders.
“Jewish Family & Community Services is
very grateful for this generous contribution from
Bank of America,” said Colleen Rodriguez,

CEO, JFCS. “The Bank of America grant
accomplishes two things: it furthers Bank of
America’s mission of making the community a
better place to live and thrive, and it greatly
enhances Jewish Family & Community
Services’ ability to fulfill its mission of helping
people help themselves.”
Earlier in November, JFCS received a
$10,000 grant, from The Bank of America
Charitable Foundation, to support the organization’s Emergency Food Pantry, a lifeline for
nearly 8,000 people a year in crisis situations.

San Jose resident Gloria Wood, Bolles
Middle School Bartram Campus technology
integrator and computer teacher, was one of 27
American educators to be named a Microsoft
Expert Educator, and will participate in the
“Microsoft in Education Global Forum” in
Barcelona, Spain this March. There were just
250 educators from around the world named to
the prestigious opportunity for their leadership
in classroom technology use.
Educators like Wood “set an outstanding
example for their peers,” said Anthony Salcito,
vice president of worldwide education for
Microsoft Corp. “Not only are they doing innovative work in the classroom, but they are
actively mentoring others and creating change
within their own education systems.”
Microsoft selected Wood for her use of
technology to drive student attainment, particularly through the Robotics Jousting
Tournament, a lesson teaching project based

learning using robot design, STEM (science,
technology, engineering and math) and
communications.
“I am absolutely thrilled to have been
selected as one of Microsoft’s Expert
Educators,” Wood said. “Being a Microsoft
Expert Educator will help me to increase learning outcomes for my students, as well as drive
technology in education on a global stage.”

Genuine Handmade
Rugs from Every Weaving
Center of the World
Since 1977

Serving You
for over 36 YEARS.
Please come see why we are
sought after globally and locally.

Professional
*Cleaning
*
& Repair
6W-RKQVDYH  

Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugs
www.hooshang-rugs.com

Buying or Selling Your Home Can Bee Exciting
Laura Wesson

Your Local
Realtor
305-331-6518
3627 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205
laura.wesson@prunet.com

Create your families next life chapter in this lovely First Coast/
East Arlington two story, four bedroom home. Minutes to
Jacksonville area Airports, Beaches, & The Town Center. $180,000.

© 2013 BRER Affiliates Inc.An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks
of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other afﬁliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Ronald McDonald House – a 25 year blessing
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Board Chair Ryan Schwartz with his godson Camp at
the 25th anniversary celebration of Ronald McDonald
House

A crisp but sunny fall day was just
right to kick off the start of a yearlong celebration of 25 years for
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Jacksonville, located in San Marco.
Guests were encouraged to warm
up with a three-mile awareness walk
that began and ended at the campus.
High school students were on hand to
collect pop tabs for the Pop Tab
Palooza; the goal was 25,000 lbs. –
more than 33 million tabs.
It wasn’t clear who the bigger hit
was: Ronald McDonald or Reed the

therapy dog, who patiently accepted
the hugs and kisses of patients and
other visitors. Reed is a new addition
to the facility, having joined the staff
in September. Shelli Martin, family
operations manager, laughed when
she saw folks deposit money into
Reed’s bucket. “That wasn’t the
intent,” she said.
Ronald McDonald House Board
Chair Ryan Schwartz of San Marco
has been involved with the organization for 12 years. “I took a
tour and I was hooked the
minute I walked through the
doors,” he said. Schwartz started working with Discovery
Circle, a group of young philanthropists who help raise funds,
organize networking socials and
spread the word about the mission.
Fundraising will soon begin for a
multi-million dollar expansion that is
slated for completion in late 2014. In
2012, Ronald McDonald House
served 1,100 families (7,465 individuals) with an average seven nights’
length of stay. Families came from 28
states and 16 countries seeking medical help from nearby Nemours and
Wolfson Children’s Hospital for diagnoses in oncology/hematology, cardiac and premature births.
The first Jacksonville House was
opened November 1988 with 10 bedrooms on Jefferson Street near UF
Shands. The new House opened with
20 bedrooms in November 2001. Over
31,500 families have been served in
the succeeding 25 years.

Reed, the
Ronald
McDonald
House therapy
dog, collected
donations

Last year volunteers gave over
21,000 hours of service to Ronald
McDonald House – the equivalent of
10 unpaid staff positions. Volunteers
help prepare meals, work at fundraising events, clean rooms, answer
phones, do office work and spend
time with the visiting families. To find
out about ways to get involved, call
(904) 807-4663. Donations may be
made online at www.rmhcjax.org.
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Virgina Miller
with daughter Pamela
Crafts (rear)
and Jeff
Wilson

Tim and Diane Martin, Anita and Steve Morrill at The Grape & Grain Exchange

BY KATE A. HALLOCK – RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Paige and Kyle
Solether with
friend Gracyn
Lackey

Doug Skiles gets
comfy in his “new”
1997 Porsche 911

San Marco Square just can’t keep quiet these days. And area
merchants can’t keep the smiles off their faces.
Not a month goes by that there isn’t something happening in the
Square and the weekend of Nov. 16-17 was no exception. The 2nd
annual San Marco Arts Festival – the fall version – drew in crowds
to browse and to buy, and it wasn’t just the vendors who rang up
purchases.
Along with brisk trade going on at area restaurants, bars and coffee shops, cars on display courtesy of Florida Crown Region PCA,
North Florida Car Club Council, Golden Era Motors, Jerry Hamm
Chevrolet and Brumos Porsche, brought admirers.
Doug Skiles, San Marco resident and business owner, took a
minute to talk about his two-week-old acquisition, a 1997 Porsche
911 in Zenith Metallic Blue. With just 52,000 miles on it, Skiles
bought it in Houston and drove 15 hours straight with his father
back to Jacksonville. “It was on my bucket list,” he laughed.
San Marco Merchants Association president George Foote also
displayed his 2007 Porsche Cayman. “This was the 2nd annual Art
& Autos event,” he said. “It’s intended to add another dimension to
the festival experience.”
For Avondale resident Pamela Crafts and Jeff Wilson, a
Downtown resident, the art festivals in San Marco are tradition.
“It’s on my calendar every year,” said Crafts.
The Square will again be the place to be on Friday, Dec. 6 for
the annual Christmas Tree Lighting at 7 p.m. and on Saturday, Dec.
7 for Holiday Magic, 5-9 p.m., and the Jingle Bell Run, 6 p.m.

Start Looking
For The Signs
Beginning January 29th,
Prudential Network Realty will be
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Same Local Ownership. Same Local Commitment.
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Saws, shapers and sanders get put to
good use
Woodworkers Club holds
annual toy fair
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The 24th annual Jacksonville
Woodworkers Club Toy Fair on Nov.
16 was the culmination of ten and a
half months of cutting, gluing, shaping
and sanding and resulted in 4,460
wooden toys. Or, as club president
Margaret Miller noted, “over 10,000
wheels.”
Chet Davis, project coordinator,
said the club will take a rest now until
then end of the year, then members
will start back up in January, meeting
monthly and making toys for next
year.
The woodworkers, numbering
between 40 and 60, have made well
over 40,000 toys in over two decades.

Doll cradles and beds complete with quilts, and miniature ironing boards with irons were among the 200-plus
toys distributed to each charity

Plans are posted on the website
(www.jaxwoodworkers.org) and
include a variety of toys: race cars and
dune buggies, airplanes, bulldozers,
dump trucks, doll beds, animal puzzles, tractors, fire trucks and wagons,
among others.
Laura Rose Ashley has been making toy cars and “whatever suits my
fancy” for 25 years. She wrote a poem
in 2003 about why the woodworkers put so much time –
and love – into this annual
project. “To see a smile on
children’s faces, to get a hug,
a warm embrace…”
Twenty-one local nonprofits – some new, most repeat
recipients – were there to
explain what the gift meant to
them. Rosa Heard, of the
Jacksonville Speech and
Each of the 21 charities received a miniature rocking horse
Hearing Center’s Board of
in their boxes of wooden toys

Directors, said “It’s amazing. I had no
idea it would be this much. This is
what Santa’s workshop must look
like.”
Heard shared that the
speech pathologists at the
Center use the toys in therapy and also send them
home with the children.
“What a blessing this is,” she
said.Two ministries with home
bases at Southside Baptist Church
were grateful as well for the toys.
Laura Miller, representing the Karen
Ministries which works with Burmese
and Thai refugees, said “I am
awestruck by the creativity and
generosity here. It’s a privilege and an
honor to be included in this event.”
The other ministry served through
Southside Baptist is the Larsen
Ministry, which assists the residents in
that neighborhood who have no water
due to failing, contaminated wells and
lack of city water lines. “It’s extraordinarily expensive to get hooked up to

Rosa Heard, board member for Jacksonville Speech
and Hearing Center, holds a handcrafted helicopter,
which will be used at the Center

city water,” said Rebecca Williams.
“The Larsen Ministry provides water
and food through its 4x4x4 Box of
Love and the toys will be included.”
The toy giveaway was held for the
first time at St. Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, 4758 Shelby Avenue, whose
youth group helped set up the toys.
The club had lost its long-time venue,
The Piccadilly, earlier this year when
it closed.

Jane survived cancer.
Three times.
To live through a cancer diagnosis once is more than enough, but three
times? That takes courage — and a top, coordinated team of specialists.
In Jane’s case, it took the team at Hill Breast Center in San Marco to
find her breast cancer, and the surgeons at her nearby Baptist South
to make it go away — with a care coordinator, named Marcelle, to walk
with her every step of the way. At Baptist, we’re bringing together
the right expertise and technology, when and how you need it. That’s
changing health care for good.

Visit baptistjax.com
to hear Jane’s story.
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ROBIN ROBINSON, PRESIDENT,
JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

IN

SAN MARCO SQUARE

There was a time when shopping, especially Christmas shopping,
took place in the department store-laden area in downtown Jacksonville.
It wasn’t until the 1980s that San Marco Square came into its own with
specialty shops, gift shops, book stores and boutiques.

The Ward Room opened in 1980 and proudly displayed its upscale
Christmas window that first year. San Marco had never had such an
elaborate display.

Edwards Pipe & Tobacco Shop with its signature gigantic pipe storefront
sold gifts as well as tobacco. It was especially popular with cigar smokers.
Long-time shops which are now gone, but not forgotten, are Geisenhof Gifts,
Howell Men’s Shop, The Bath & Linen Shoppe, The Emporium and White’s
Bookstore.
In addition to the Ward Room, familiar shops which have been in the Square
since its early 1980s makeover are Impressions, The Write Touch, Peterbrooke
Chocolatier and the San Marco Book Store. The granddaddy of them all is
Underwood Jewelers, which has offered exquisite jewelry and china to its
customers since it opened in the Square in 1954.

Visit Florida’s Largest Variety of
Civil War Memorabilia for Sale

FREE
LAYAWAY

t1IPUPHSBQIJD*NBHFT
t4UBNQT$PWFST
t4MBWF%PDVNFOUT
t$POGFEFSBUF$VSSFODZ
t(VOT
t,OJWFT
t4XPSET
t1SJOUT
t#PPLT
t.BQT
t$PJOT
Thousands of Items
t3FMJDT

t#MBDL)JTUPSZ
t/FXTQBQFST
t4PMEJFST-FUUFST
t7FUFSBOT3FVOJPOT
t"VUPHSBQIT
t$POGFEFSBUF#POET

Online at UncleDaveys.com
6140 St. Augustine Road
UncleDaveys on eBay
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904-730-8932

Facebook.com/uncledaveys

Peterson’s 5 & 10 was the place
to start your holidays right by
selecting Christmas wreaths and
decorations designed to your specification. Peterson’s had greenery,
silk flowers and ribbons of all types
from which to choose.
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Diamond Solitaire
Necklaces
Ear Studs & Pendants
Save 15%

For a limited time our entire selection
of regular Underwood quality diamond ear studs
and pendants has been reduced 15%.

Ear Studs Savings Examples
⁄ carat*
1
⁄2 carat*
1 carat*
1
4

Reg.
$ 375.00
$ 895.00
$ 2800.00

Sale
$ 318.75
$ 760.00
$ 2360.00

Pendant Savings Examples
(Includes 14 karat rope chains)
⁄ carat*
1
⁄2 carat*
3
⁄4 carat*
*Total
1
4

Reg.
Sale
$ 450.00
$ 382.00
$ 1550.00
$ 1317.50
$ 2975.00
$ 2528.75
weight may vary by 5%.

• Interest Free Terms Available.
• Trade-Ins Accepted.

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society

Avenues Mall (904) 394-1390
The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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City Rescue Mission: The faith-based organization provides a multitude
of rehabilitative, emergency and other services to transform the lives of the homeless and needy.
As temperatures drop and folks stay overnight, costs to take care of them
increase at City Rescue Mission in Jacksonville. Programs such as the Penny
Project and Shoeboxes of Love help to ensure that vital services
continue.
During the holidays, the mission is accepting shoeboxes that are filled with
hygiene items and rolled in a blanket. Donations of clothing and non-perishable
food items are appreciated, too.
“We encourage not giving money directly to people on the street. We want to
keep them safe,” said Amy Christus, volunteer and communication coordinator.
“The best way is to anticipate those opportunities and refer them to the mission.”
A sample referral letter is available by contacting the mission.
To help: Donations may be taken to the mission’s 426 S. McDuff Ave. location. More info: (904) 421-5157 or www.crmjax.org.
Clara White Mission: Provides feeding, job training, shelter and other
services for at-risk individuals.
The nearly 110-year-old mission feeds up to 500 people seven days a week,
including the 36 veterans in its housing program, according to Ju’Coby Pittman,
chief executive officer and president. “Families can serve and purchase a meal for
a day,” she said. At $2 per meal, contributors are invited to purchase multiple
meals to be donated in their names for the homeless.
Food baskets with non-perishable items and grocery gift cards are appreciated.
Needs also include new or gently used bookbags and work boots with steel toes,
hygiene items, fast-food gift cards and blankets.
To help: Items may be dropped off at the mission, 613 W. Ashley St., or at its
security guard station on Broad Street after hours. More info: wwwclarawhitemission.org or (904) 354-4162.

Family Support Services of North Florida: Lead agency for foster care, adoption and family preservation in Duval and Nassau counties.
Family Support Services’ Be an Angel program provides two ways to give to
local foster children this holiday season. Donors may select a child to shop for or
contribute new, unwrapped toys, books or gifts to be given to children. Gifts cards
and other age-appropriate gifts for teens are particularly requested.
The agency also collects personal and household items for young adults who
have aged out of foster care and are living on their own, according to Roberta
Zipperer, senior director of community development.
To help: Gifts may be dropped off at 4057 Carmichael Ave., Suite 101, or
deposited in a Toys for Tots box at any local fire station with a note earmarking
them for FSS. To receive a child’s name and wish list, contact
holidaygifts2013@fssnf.org or (904) 432-2756. More info: www.ffsjax.org.
Hubbard House: Provides housing and other assistance to victims of
domestic violence.
Groups or individuals may adopt families who are spending their first holiday
on their own or donate items to be given as gifts for children and women in the
shelter.
“We really want the holidays to be as special for the people we help as they are
for everyone else with gifts that make them feel good about themselves,” said
Siler. Other times of the year are better for donating used clothing or toys in need
of repair for the center’s thrift store. Most appreciated at Christmas are smaller
new items that mothers and children may pick out to give each other. Gifts for
teens, such as gift cards, are particularly needed.
To help: A wish list is at www.hubbardhouse.org. Gifts may be taken to the
thrift store at 6629 Beach Blvd. More info: (904) 354-0076, Ext. 301

Throughout the year, and especially during the holiday season, local
missions and social service agencies
depend heavily on community generosity to care for those less fortunate.
From stuffing stockings to collecting
pennies, opportunities to help are
numerous.
“A lot of people who are in need
never envision they would need help
from someone else,” said Ellen Siler,
chief executive officer of Hubbard
House.
Lately, social workers are seeing
economic and personal crises turn
unsuspecting givers into receivers.
“We’re seeing people who always
donated or volunteered come through
our lines now,” said Jill Black, public
relations and marketing coordinator,
Salvation Army. “These are welldeserving and appreciative people.
Our clientele is changing; everyone is
affected.”
To help donors make the most
impact of their contributions, many
agencies have special programs dur-

ing the holidays to meet specific
needs of their clients.
For example, City Rescue Mission
launched its CRM Penny Project with
a goal of collecting a million pennies –
$10,000 – by Christmas to help serve
the homeless and needy in
Jacksonville. The mission encourages
businesses, schools, churches and
families to decorate containers and
engage in friendly competition to
make the pennies pile up.
And at Sulzbacher Center, people
may donate items and help stuff
stockings to give to homeless men,
women and children who live or show
up at the shelter on Christmas Day.
In addition to tax advantages of
making monetary and other donations, the emotional rewards of helping those less fortunate are significant,
particularly during this season of good
will.
Following are a few of the many
worthy causes that would appreciate
your help, financial or otherwise, this
holiday season:

Salvation Army: The Christian ministry provides a variety of rehabilitative and emergency services.
Although its bell-ringing Red Kettle Campaign may be its most familiar holiday fund drive, Salvation Army offers various ways to help underprivileged people
at Christmas.
Duval County’s Angel Tree program provides new clothing and toys to thousands of needy children. People who do not have access to the trees, which have
tags designating specific children and their ages, may donate unwrapped items for
children up to age 12 to any Salvation Army location or thrift store.
Gifts also may be donated for delivery to nursing homes and prisons. “Our
need grows every year,” said Black. “It’s okay to earmark gifts with a note, such
as, ‘I want this to go to a mom in prison’.”
To help: To volunteer, call the volunteer hotline at (904) 301-4846. To ring
bells, call (904) 353-6303 or 6304. More info: (904) 356-8641 or www.salvationarmynefl.org.
Sulzbacher Center:Provides shelter, health, counseling and other services for homeless families and individuals.
The center’s Stocking Stuffer Drive provides Christmas stockings for the 340
people who live at the shelter as well as for anyone who goes there for meals on
Dec. 25. People may donate items such as playing cards, pocket calendars, toiletries, hats, gloves and candy canes. Blankets, as well as volunteers to help stuff
stockings needed.
In addition to monetary donations to purchase gifts for homeless children or
veterans, new toys for boys and girls up to age 18 are accepted, said Allison Vega,
public relations and marketing manager.
If approached on the street by a homeless person, people are advised to direct
him or her to the shelter – which provides free lunches and dinners 365 days a
year – instead of giving money.
To help: Stocking donations may be dropped off by Dec. 18 at the center at
611 E. Adams St. More info: (904) 394-8082 or www.sulzbachercenter.org.
USO (United Services Organization): Provides services to lift the
spirits of America’s troops and their families.
“Service members sacrifice so much for our country and freedom. The least we
can do is provide for them and their families during the holidays,” said Lisabeth
Quinn, USO Center director, Naval Air Station Jacksonville.
Shoppers at the Navy Exchanges on base are encouraged to pick tags from a
holiday giving tree to assist active duty families in need of support. Each tag contains a child’s wish list. Unwrapped toys and gift cards with no specific child in
mind also are appreciated, as are packages of personal care items with holiday
touches and phone cards, Quinn said.
To help: Gifts may be delivered to the USO Center in Building 1050 in the
parking lot before crossing the main gate security checkpoint at NAS Jacksonville.
More info: (904) 778-2821.
Wounded Warrier Project®: Provides unique, direct programs and
services to meet the needs of injured service members.
Wounded Warrior Project® serves veterans and service members who incurred a
physical or mental injury, illness, or wound, co-incident to their military service
on or after September 11, 2001 and their families. Most veterans face challenges
as they transition back into civilian life, and today’s wounded veterans are meeting
extraordinary obstacles including the physical injuries as well as invisible ones,
like post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injury (TBI). The
vision of the Wounded Warrior Project is to foster the most successful, welladjusted generation of wounded service members in the nation’s history.
To help: A tax-deductible donation can be made online at www.woundedwarriorproject.org. More info: (904) 296-7350.
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Faith brings together what culture might keep apart

Burmese community enjoy gingerbread house fellowship
BY LARA PATANGAN, RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Cultures bond among gingerbread walls, icing roofs and sugary gumdrop
adornments at an event that has become a sweet tradition for neighborhood
children.
Burmese refugees get a taste of the beloved holiday custom of building gingerbread houses when a service group of mothers and their children bring all of
the delectable ingredients necessary to construct the confection creations.
Members of Assumption Catholic Church’s Saint Gianna Circle look forward to the annual gingerbread house-making event, held at the Burmese mission house in Ortega.
According to Maureen Lawrence, the Circle’s founder, the group’s mission
is to help other mothers while teaching their own children the importance of
serving others.
“Our circle chose the Burmese Community to be our outreach project
because they were a new part of the Assumption Community,” Lawrence
explained. “We heard about the large number of refugees that had joined our
parish and the tremendous needs they had.”
Refugees routinely congregate for meals, schooling and fellowship at their
mission house where they strive to maintain elements of their heritage,

including cooking on an open fire
and growing their own food.
Jeannette Townsend, an Avondale
resident and member of Saint
Gianna, said it was important for
her children to see other kids from
a different culture and financial situation.
“My kids saw the work and
responsibility that went into their
daily lives, as well as the differences in our living conditions. We
talked about how the Burmese cook
by an open fire and transform their
land into gardens…and why none
of the children had their own rooms
and shared with a number of other
children,” Townsend said. “I hope my children are a little more global and a little more selfless after the experience.”
The Circle, named after the patron saint of mothers, physicians and unborn
children, does fundraisers and projects for the Burmese throughout the year,
but look forward to the gingerbread making event because it gives members’
children a chance to be involved.
“It’s a good experience for the Burmese and American children,” said St.
Nicholas resident and Saint Gianna President Ashley Robinson. “I don’t think
the Burmese children had ever seen so much candy in their lives. It’s a fun
day.”
Lawrence said the members’ children enjoyed playing outside at the mission
house and exploring the grounds, while the Burmese children were enjoying a
little competitive spirit with their house making.
“The older Burmese kids were super into it,” said Lawrence. “It was a morning of fellowship, and with the gingerbread house kits the language wasn’t a
barrier. They showed each other how to do it.”
Lawrence’s daughter, Emma, age eight, said “Even though we did not totally
understand each other, I knew they were happy because they were smiling.”
Robinson said it’s more than just a fun day for both cultures.
“We share a Catholic faith. They have had to flee their country because of
religious persecution,” explained Robinson. “It is good to connect with them
through our faith.”
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Empty Bowls Luncheon is
annual tradition for many
What has become an
annual Thanksgiving tradition for some area residents
is coming up on three
decades for one woman.
Marie Friedsan, of San Jose,
is a member of St. Mark’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 3976 Hendricks
Avenue, and one of the
founding members of
Lutheran Social Services, the
Mark and Lynette Weber, Ruth Voss, Lutheran Social
nonprofit that manages
Services board member Alan Voss, Marie Friedsan, members
Second Harvest North Florida. of St. Mark’s Lutheran, San Marco
“Lutheran Social Services
Empty Bowls Luncheon on Nov. 19 at
was started in 1979,” Friedsan noted.
the Prime Osborn Convention Center.
“Empty Bowls began in 1984 and St.
“The event brings the community
Mark’s has attended ever since.”
together in a common cause to
Rev. Robert Kinley, pastor of
address hunger in Northeast Florida,”
Trinity Lutheran Church,1415 S.
said Kinley. Member Tom Culverwell,
McDuff Ave., said that he’s been
who runs the Food Pantry at
the church, added, “This
event means that Second
Harvest will survive to serve
the needy. We serve a lot of
working poor, grandparents
raising grandkids, people
with disabilities.”
This year’s event was
expected to raise $80,000,
providing 560,000 meals for
Byron and Mary Bollingberg, Rev. Robert Kinley, pastor of Trinity
Lutheran and Lutheran Social Services board member, Linda and
those who are food-insecure.
Tom Culverwell, Jennifer Culpepper, Joyce and John Caltrider,
Local celebrities served a
members of Trinity Lutheran, Avondale
light lunch provided by
participating for the 12 years he’s
Chick-fil-A and BJs Wholesale Club;
been at Trinity. He’s also a member of attendees also enjoyed live music
the LSS board of directors and gave
from Douglas Anderson School of the
the invocation at the 29th annual
Arts students.
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Light One Candle
“Light one candle for the Maccabee children,
give thanks that their light didn’t die.”
In the midst of the holiday hype, the grab for gifts and the
stress associated with putting on the perfect holiday dinner,
pause a moment for some seasonal reflections from area clergy.

The Day of Midian
“For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as
on the day of Midian.” (Isaiah 9:4)
The portion of the prophet Isaiah quoted above is read in most
Christian churches at Christmastime. The reference to the “day
of Midian” is not widely understood, though it is clearly a
compelling precursor to what is celebrated during the
anniversary of the nativity of Jesus of Nazareth.
The day of Midian refers to a remarkable military victory
recorded in the book of Judges (see chapter 7) during which
Gideon, an unlikely warrior, wins a battle against a much larger
army of Midian, a neighboring country to Israel, by literally
scaring them to death with torches and trumpets. Gideon routes
the vastly superior fighting force without recourse to violence.
So, the biblical writers are reminding us that the birth of the
Messiah was the beginning of a large and protracted battle
against those who abuse power and seek to enslave others. Jesus
comes to wage war against oppression, not with weapons of
mass destruction, but rather with a greater or higher power of
righteous faith and resolute compassion. Nothing, not even death,
can stand against these powers of subversion and liberation!

These words, from the eponymous Peter Yarrow
song, remind us that our actions define our self-worth.
The Maccabees knew that they had to fight to keep the
spiritual fire of Judaism burning against the idolatrous
Helenistic culture that demanded all alternative ideas
be extinguished.
Fortunately, we do not need to rise up in rebellion
against tyranny. We are blessed to live here in these
United States of America, where our right to religious
freedom was ensured by our Founding Fathers and
enshrined in our Constitution.
Nevertheless, we must make use of our freedom. We
must rekindle the menorah, retell the story, and remind
ourselves and our children of why it was important to
fight for freedom, why it was important to keep our
faith alive.
The danger of comfort is complacency: if we feel
ourselves so free that we no longer need to participate in
our faith, there could come a time when we would no
longer be able to celebrate it. We find meaning in the
moments of our lives by transforming the ordinary
into the extraordinary, by making holy that which
would otherwise be profane. That could mean
decorating our homes, saying blessings, lighting
the menorah, and even eating fried foods with an official religiously issued permission slip!
Hanukkah is a model for people of all religions that action keeps faith
viable and responsive to the needs of our modern lives, for the light will go
out if we don’t keep it burning bright.

Rabbi Joshua Lief

The Rev. Jonathan B. Coffey

The Temple, Congregation Ahavath Chesed

Rector of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Family Owned
& Operated!

BICYCLES
www.LakeShoreBicycles.com
23(10RQGD\)ULGD\
6DWXUGD\6XQGD\
2108 Blanding Blvd (SR-21)
-DFNVRQYLOOH)/

THINKING OF BUYING?
RATES ARE STILL LOW!

Now is a great time for government loans through FHA and VA.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

FREE APPRAISAL ON COMPLETED LOAN

Feather Your Nest

From their Nest to yours... at prices to sing about.
 'HVLJQHUIXUQLWXUH
home GHFRUDUWZRUN
UXJVDQGOLJKWLQJ
 8SVFDOH&RQVLJQPHQW
6HUYLFHV
 ,QWHULRUGHVLJQ
VHUYLFHVDYDLODEOH

Follow us on

FeatherYourNestNow

In the Shoppes of San Jose (Behind Publix)
8QLYHUVLW\%OYG:HVW-DFNVRQYLOOH)/

(904) 733-2111

IHDWKHU\RXUQHVWQRZ#DROFRP

Shop at
your Local
Christmas
Headquarters!
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The New Hope of Advent
In many ways, ironically, there’s no institution more counter-cultural
than the church during the Christmas season. At Riverside, instead of
singing Christmas carols starting after Halloween, we celebrate the season of Advent beginning four weeks before Christmas with hymns like
“O Come, O Come Emanuel,” and “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.”
Instead of decorating with the red and green of
Christmas, purple serves as our color scheme.
The season of Advent also changes our calendar. Instead of beginning the New
Year on January 1st, Advent (which
means “coming”) marks the beginning of our new year, paradoxically
focusing on the end of
things when God will finally fulfill and redeem all of
creation.
As I write this the world
is grieving the loss of
untold numbers in the
Philippines after a massive
typhoon swept through
their country. This event
reminds us once again that
we must face the tragic and
painful truth that life is full of
both joy and deep suffering. The new
hope of Advent promises that in God’s time “all will be well, all manner
of things will be well.”
Starting the year trusting that the end of things is in God’s hands, (and
not just our own) liberates us to live each day more fully present and
awake to the coming of God into our world. Or, as T.S. Eliot penned in
Four Quartets, “In our beginning is our end.”

PAGE SS7

Seeing the Face of God
In 1995 a song by Joan Osborne asked the question, “What if God was
one of us?” The song was an instant hit, reaching Billboard’s Top 40 by
November of that year. Its fame was not due to the popularity of the singer
(Joan Osborne is now listed among music’s “One Hit Wonders”), nor did it
have a particularly great or sing-able melody. The reason for the song’s
popularity is that it taps into deeply held, universal questions about God:

“If God had a name, what would it be?”
“What would you ask if you had just one question?”
“If God had a face, what would it look like?”
While I’m sure the song’s producers never intended it to be a holiday hit,
“What If God Was One of Us” always makes me think of Christmas
nonetheless. After all, Christmas tells us that God did, in fact, become one
of us. One day while driving my then 4-year-old son and 2-year-old daughter home, my son asked, “Daddy, what does God look like?”
As a trained seminarian and ordained minister of the Gospel, I took a
moment to contemplate how I could explain the attributes of God, the complexities of the Trinity and the intricacies of the incarnation to a four-yearold. This was a great teachable moment and I didn’t want to blow it! Before
I could deliver my answer, however, my 2-year-old daughter said, “He looks
like Jesus!”
My daughter was right. With all the simplicity of a child, she expressed
the truth of Christmas perfectly: Jesus shows us what God is like. The Bible
says, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, and we
beheld His glory.”
Jesus is God “with skin on.” And because He was willing to come to
earth and live among us, He understands the struggles and trials we face.
God is aware of our pain and is willing to bear our grief and carry our sorrows. Had there been busses in first-century Palestine, Jesus would have
been “just a stranger on the bus trying to make his way home.” But better
yet, He would have been a stranger helping you find your way home, too.

W. Stephen Goyer

Gary Lee Webber

Pastor, Riverside Presbyterian Church

Pastor, Southside Baptist Church

A not-for-proﬁt animal hospital providing
affordable veterinary care to all owned pets in the
surrounding Jacksonville area.

Holiday Wrapping in San Marco
1996 San Marco Blvd. (in front of the San Marco Theater)

Saturday, Dec. 14 and Dec. 21: 11am-5pm
Sunday, Dec. 15 and Dec. 22: 1-5pm

Santa Paws

Photos with Santa
Sunday Dec. 15: 1-5pm
St. Francis Animal Hospital

2107 Mango Place

One block east of Matthew’s Restaurant

Bring your pets and/or your kids for photos with Santa. $10 donation
includes printed photo and digital image. Proceeds raised will help
St. Francis Animal Hospital provide veterinary care to pets in need.

Happy Healthy Holiday Special:
½ OFF ANNUAL VACCINE VISIT
$75.00 (reg price $150.00)

For details visit: www.saintfrancisanimalhospital.org
Valid Dec. 1 – Dec. 31, 2013

904.674.7223

/saintfrancisjax

2107 Mango Place  Jacksonville, FL 32207
Centrally located in San Marco

www.SaintFrancisAnimalHospital.org
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If you’re looking for the perfect holiday cocktail to
serve at your soirees- local bars and restaurants
are sharing their recipes. These drink recipes are
best when served in the establishments by the tenders of the bar, the experts and mixologists who
shared their masterpieces.
Some are perfectly seasonal with hints of spices,
flavorful bitter accents and other barrel aged notes,
others are refreshing any time of the year. If you’re
in the mood to celebrate the holidays with a twist,
check out the offerings of many locales from San
Marco to Avondale, one side of the river to the
other, there is a cocktail for all tastes and styles.
Enjoy, and sip responsibly this holiday season!

The Cure

DECEMBER 2013

Terra Hibiscus

2 4
Terra

• Flute of Mumm Brut Rose,
Napa Valley 2012
• Splash of Cranberry Juice

The Grotto

• KLЇR RED Orange Spirits
• Homemade simple syrup

O’Brother’s Irish Coffee

Restaurant Orsay
O’Brothers Irish Pub
• 1 oz. Fernet-Branca
Italian liqueur
• 1 oz. Carpano Antica
sweet vermouth
• 1 oz. 10 year Tawny Port
• .5 oz. Demerara syrup
• 1 whole egg

1

Add all ingredients to mixing tin, dry shake, add ice, shake
vigorously. Double strain into coupe. Garnish with fresh
grated nutmeg.

Strawberry
Lemonade
Cooler

• 1 cup of coffee
• 3/4 oz. Bailey’s Irish
Cream
• 3/4 oz. Jameson Irish
Whisky

3

Garnished with marachino
cherry, grenadine, chocolate
drizzle over whipped cream.

Miss Claus’
Apple Cider

5
The
Mossfire
Grill

• Brown Sugar
Rim
• Apple, cinnamon and
vanilla bean infused
house vodka
• Shake, strain and garnish
with apple wedge
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The Whiskey L'Orange

Cucumber and Holiday Shrub
Ginger Martini
Black Sheep

7

9

The Grape & Grain
Exchange

• 1 1/2 oz. Rittenhouse Rye
100 Proof
• 1 oz. Winter Shrub
• .25 oz. cinnamon & clove syrup
• 2-3 dashes Angostura Bitters
Shake, strain, pour then garnish with an
apple slice.

Caramel Flan tini

6

Blue Fish Restaurant
and Oyster Bar

Lola’s Burrito Joint

Le Bar at Bistro Aix

8

Shake, strain, garnish with
cucumber and top with a splash
of soda

Caramel drizzle on the glass,
shake, strain and pour.

Stir, then top off with whipped
cream and fresh nutmeg

Sangria

Taverna

11

• Florida Cane Sugar
• 2 dashes Jerry Thomas “Own
Decanter” Bitters • -Muddle• 3 1/2-4 oz. Rittenhouse
Rye Whiskey

12

Espeto Brazilian Steak House

-stir- then swirl with fresh cinnamon stick garnish with twist of
lemon, orange, and a fresh cherry

•
•
•
•
•

1 bottle of lighter red wine (Pinot Noir)
1/4 cup Goldschlager
1/4 cup of Grand Marnier
1/2 cup of orange juice
Handful of cherries; one orange, sliced

The Avondale Gallery
Babies
are only
born once.

Make your memories last forever, frame your
favorites- come in for a consultation today!

Grandma
isn’t always
in town.

OFF

10
• 2 oz. Spiced Pisco
• 6 oz. Hot Water
• 2 barspoons of vanilla
butter

Taverna Old Fashioned Cinnamon

%

Shake and strain then pour over ice and top with soda water
and Fee Brothers whiskey barrel-aged bitters

Hot Buttered Pisco

• 1/2 oz. Butterscotch
Schnapps
• 1/2 oz. Creme de Cacao
• 1/2 oz. Bailey’s Irish
Creme
• 1/2 oz. Fireball Whisky

• Muddled cucumber
and ginger
• Splash of simple syrup
• 1 1/2 oz. Pinnacle Citrus
Vodka

• 1 oz. Noah’s Mill Bourbon
from Bardstown, KY
• 1/2 oz. Hayman and Hill Old Tom Gin
• 1/4 oz. B-sha Snaps (sipping bitters)
• 3/4 oz. lemon juice
• 1/2 oz. orange juice
• 1 oz. orange cinnamon simple syrup
made with Orange Tea from ‘All Spiced Up’

AllClipCustom
Framing
this coupon and bring it with you.
We specialize in custom museum quality framing.
One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with
ANY OTHER OFFERS 6ALID THROUGH $ECEMBER  

 3T *OHNS !VE *ACKSONVILLE &, s 
www.theavondalegallery.com
Located next to the Blue Fish Restaurant

An unexpected twist on the
classic sangria – Into a pitcher
pour a bottle of lighter red wine,
like a Pinot Noir, 1/4 a cup of
Goldschlager, 1/4 a cup of
Grand Marnier, 1/2 cup of
orange juice, a handful of cherries, and one orange, sliced.

and top with sprite or soda. If
you would like to garnish use a
cinnamon stick.

Let this mixture rest for a few
hours. To serve, pour over ice

It can also be made well in
advance.

The Goldschlager adds a
sweet cinnamon taste that is
surprising in the otherwise
warm-weather wine cocktail!

PAGE SS10

DECEMBER 2013

Seniors on the Go at MOSH

Gingerbread Extravaganza

Wednesday, Dec. 4, 9:45 a.m.,
The Art of Scrapbooking
Advanced registration is required. For more information, call 904.396.MOSH (6674), ext. 225.

Opens Wednesday, Dec. 4,
Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Old St. Andrews Church, 317 A. Philip
Randolph Boulevard next to the Jacksonville
Baseball Grounds. Sponsored by the
Jacksonville Historical Society and is open to
the public. Suggested donation of
$5 for adults and $3 for children 3 and up. For more
information call (904) 6650064 or email
info@jaxhistory.com.

37th Annual Art & Antiques Show
presented by the Women’s Board of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital
Friday-Sunday, Dec. 6-8, opens 11 a.m.
Prime Osborne Convention Center
Event features antiques, art
objects, furniture,
jewelry,

Saturday with Santa at MOSH
glassware and textiles sold by
notable dealers
representing various regions of
the United States

San Marco Square Holiday
Friday, Dec. 6
Christmas Tree Lighting, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 7
Holiday Magic, 5-9 p.m.,
Jingle Bell Run, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 – Live Nativity & Luminaria,
6-9 p.m., Arbor and Laurel Streets

Christmas in Avondale
Saturday, Dec. 7, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Carriage rides, sleigh rides, Santa photo ops,
face painting and more for the kids; wine tastings, belly dancers, a Flash Dance, food and
more for the adults

Gingerbread House Workshop
Saturday, Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m.
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 University
Blvd. W – Email info@LPCjax.com for reservations; limited to 25.

Friday, Dec. 14, Noon to 4 p.m. Photo opportunities with Santa and Mrs. Claus

Holidazzle at RAM

Train Display at MOSH
Begins Sunday, Dec. 8 through Dec. 29
Toy Train Collectors of Jacksonville to host
holiday train display in the lobby.

Women’s Christmas Brunch
Monday, Dec. 9, 9:30 a.m.
Southside United Methodist Family Life
Center, 3120 Hendricks Avenue
Speaker: Annie Pajcic, founder of
ThouArtExhalted: Creating Art through
God’s Word – Contact j.yates@south
sidemethodist.org or (904) 396-2676
to pre-register.

Holiday Pops
Thursday, Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m.; Friday, Dec.
13, 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 14, 8
p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 15, 3 p.m.
Performed by the Jacksonville Symphony
Chorus, conducted by Michael Butterman
Robert E. Jacoby Symphony Hall, TimesUnion Center for the Performing Arts

Saturday, Dec. 14, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Riverside Arts Market
(under the Fuller Warren Bridge)
Holiday shopping, lights and
classic Christmas movies
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Christmas in the Village
Sunday, Dec. 15, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
Corinthian Avenue
The Ortega Village Merchants Association will
host a holiday event with a bounce house,
games, basket raffles, puppet show, hay rides,
photos with Santa Claus at CenterState Bank
and more.

Riverside Avondale Luminaria
Sunday, Dec. 15, at dusk
Bike ride begins at 6 p.m. in the Park & King
retail corridor. Luminaries purchased at the
Buckland House, 2623 Herschel Street, will
support Riverside Avondale Preservation.
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Sunday, 1-4 p.m. from Dec. 3 to Dec. 15.

Christmas Oratorio
Sunday, Dec. 15, 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Lakewood Presbyterian Church,
2001 University Blvd. W
Email info@LPCjax.com for information.
Christmas Oratorio by Camile Saint-Sanes
presented by LPC Chancel Choir, guest instrumentalists and vocalists.

Ken Medema in Concert
Sunday-Monday, Dec. 15-16, 7 p.m.
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church,
4001 Hendricks Avenue
For four decades, Ken Medema has inspired
people through storytelling and music. Though
blind from birth, Ken sees and hears with heart
and mind, custom designing every musical
moment of his performance with brilliant
improvisation that defies description. Call (904)
396-7745 for tickets and information.

E

I
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Thursday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Avondale United Methodist
Church, 1651 Talbot Avenue
The Blue Christmas Service is
a special quiet time to share
the hope of Christmas, even
when you may feel sad or
exhausted!

G

S

Corkie and Clarence Gooden,
Dr. Gasper and Irene Lazzara,
Dr. Stan and Susie Longenecker,
2014 Red Rose Ball Chairs

Blue Christmas

Chairs, sponsors
selected for 33rd
Annual Red Rose
Ball

MOSH Winter Discovery
Camps
Dec. 19-20, 30-31,Jan. 2-3
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For kindergartners through fifth graders.
Camp topics are Under the Sea, Winter
Wonderland, Wacky Weather, Space
Rocks!, Body Works, and Under the Big
Top. Cost is $55 per day; Members receive
a 20% discount. Register
at www.themosh.org.

Handel’s Messiah
Saturday, Dec. 21, 8 p.m.
Performed by the Jacksonville
Symphony Chorus, conducted by Donald
McCullough Robert E. Jacoby Symphony
Hall, Times-Union Center for the
Performing Arts

Christmas Cantata
Sunday, Dec. 22, 11 a.m.
Ortega Methodist Church,
4807 Roosevelt Blvd.

Buying or Selling Your Home Can Bee Exciting
Laura Wesson

Your Local
Realtor
305-331-6518
3627 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205
laura.wesson@prunet.com

N

What better day to hold the 33rd Annual Red Rose
Ball than on Feb. 14, 2014. The Casablanca-themed
event hosted by St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation
will be held at the Jacksonville Marriott at Southpoint
starting at 7 p.m.
Title sponsor of the 2014 Red Rose Ball is CSX and
presenting sponsors are Bacardi and Premier
Beverage. The ball chairs are Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Gooden of San Marco, Dr. and Mrs. Gasper Lazzara of
Ponte Vedra Beach, and Dr. and Mrs. Stan
Longenecker of Ortega. Honorary chairs are Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Chartrand of PonteVedra Beach, and Mr.
and Mrs. Mel Gottlieb of Beauclerc Gardens.
The Red Rose Ball is community’s oldest charity
ball, attended by many local leaders in the Jacksonville
area. Guests can look forward to an elegant evening of
fine dining and dancing to local favorites by the KTG
band.
Proceeds from next year’s Red Rose Ball will benefit
HeartSmart, a new heart wellness program brought to
the community by St. Vincent’s. This new program
offers a multi-disciplined approach to living a “heart
healthy lifestyle” by providing program participants with
tools for the mind, body and soul that will help reduce
risk factors and prevent heart disease.

WISHING YOUR HOLIDAYS
ARE MERRY & BRIGHT!

Create your families next life chapter in this lovely First Coast/
East Arlington two story, four bedroom home. Minutes to
Jacksonville area Airports, Beaches, & The Town Center. $180,000.

© 2013 BRER Affiliates Inc.An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks
of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other afﬁliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity.

The Northeast Florida Building Industry Presents:

HOLIDAY HOURS :
CHRISTMAS EVE 9 AM–NOON
CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED
NEW YEAR’S EVE 9 AM–2 PM
NEW YEAR’S DAY CLOSED

The 1st Annual

Benefiting The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation of North Florida

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

Thursday, December 12, 2013 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
The Haskell Building 111 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville
Feel the Decadence:
Art • Music • Cigar Station • Casino • Photo Stations • Silent Auction • Hors d’Oeuvres • Cash Bar
Admission:
“Flapper or Flyboy” (Individual Ticket): $35
“Putting on the Ritz” (Couple): $50
“The Fuzz” (Government Rate): $15
Register today at:
www.nfgatsbygala.com

Sponsorships Available:
Tycoon – $2,000
Titan – $1,500
Magnate – $1,000
Mogul – $500
Baron - $250
Contact brett.manzie@ch2m.com

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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A neighborhood gift to greater
community
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
The hustle and bustle that comes
with holiday cheer is hushed into a
silent night as neighborhood residents
in San Marco host a live nativity as
their gift to the community. The
beloved tradition coincides with the
San Marco luminaries, which will be
held this year on Dec. 14, 6- 9 p.m.
The live nativity, on the corner of
Hendricks Avenue and Arbor Lane, is

one of the community’s oldest continuous holiday events not held at a
church. Other than a few years where
it migrated to a neighbor’s house,
pediatrician Mary Soha has almost
continuously hosted the live farm animals, shepherds, three wise men,
angels and of course Mary, Joseph
and baby Jesus.
She said the previous owners started the tradition and joked when she
purchased the home 20 years ago, that
according to the property deed she
was required to transform her front
yard into Bethlehem every year.

Residents help coordinate the bales together who say, ‘this is what we
of hay, farm animals, music and cast
believe.’ It’s just a happy gift that we
of volunteers who bring the portrayal
can give.”
of the birth of Jesus
Cole estimates
to life. Even the costhat the live nativity
tumes that were
attracts 200-300 peohandmade by a
ple and helps conneighbor are drynect families with
cleaned and carefulthe spirit of
ly stored every year.
Christmas.
Alejandra Cole,
“It’s easy to get
who lives across the
sucked into all the
street from Dr. Soha,
presents. It’s such a
is co-chairing this
hectic time – this is
year’s nativity along
the real meaning of
with neighbor Jill
it all,” said Cole. “It
Whipple.
joins people in goodCole, who has
ness.”
two daughters, said
The event is also a
there are about 30
way to help children
families that are
visualize what the
Richard Mullens portrays one of the
involved in coordinatholiday is all about
wise men, while daughter Jordan plays
Mary, mother of Jesus
ing the event.
and get reverence
“All the neighborhood kids partici- back into the season, according to Dr.
pate. They look forward to it every
Soha,
year,” Cole explained. “It is important
“The last few years we have been
for my girls to know that this is part
graced with baby sheep and baby
of our family’s tradition.”
lambs, and they have to look hard to
Dr. Soha, whose six boys are now
see the baby Jesus in the manger. It
grown, agrees.
introduces children to the concept of
“We’ve so enjoyed it,” said Dr.
new life and especially when it’s cold
Soha. “It’s a great family tradition.
outside it creates a more tangible
What better way to show kids that
empathy for what happened that
you live what you truly believe?”
night.”
According to Dr. Soha, over the
More than anything, the live nativiyears there have been talks with
ty is meant to bring reverence back to
churches about taking over the event,
the hustle and bustle that has become
but come to the conclusion that it’s
synonymous with the holidays.
the neighborhood’s gift to the commu“It is a beautiful expression of the
nity.
season,” Dr. Soha said. “It is a beauti“I think what is so beautiful about
ful reminder of what we are doing all
it is that it’s neighbors who come
of this rushing around for.”

F I N E J E W E L RY, G I F T S A N D A C C E S S O R I E S

Make Her Day Special…

UHFHLYHDJLIWFHUWLILFDWHWR7KH6SDDW3RQWH9HGUD,QQ &OXE
RQSXUFKDVHVWRWDOLQJRUPRUH
63(&,$/,=,1*,1
)LQH'LDPRQGV'HVLJQHU &XVWRP-HZHOU\
3HDUOVDQG&RORUHG*HP6WRQHV

6W-RKQV$YHQXH6KRSSHVRI$YRQGDOH-DFNVRQYLOOH)/
904-387-6339
*Offer valid 12/1/13 through 12/24/13
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A little gem under the tree will bring a smile
Customers looking for quality
pendants, engagement rings and
gemstones this Christmas won’t be
disappointed if they visit Harby
Jewelers. An elevator ride to the 25th
ÁRRU RI 5LYHUSODFH 7RZHU ZLOO WDNH
WKHPWRGD]]OLQJGLVSOD\VRI QHFNODFHV
rings and other jewelry sure to bring
smiles this holiday season.
´:H KDYH WKH EHVW VHOHFWLRQ RI
QHFNODFH SHQGDQWV WKDW ZH KDYH KDG
LQWKHSDVWFRXSOHRI \HDUVµVDLG%UDG
+DUE\YLFHSUHVLGHQW
3UDLVLQJ WKH SLHFHV· UHPDUNDEOH
attention to detail, he noted that
antique-inspired pendants with a
YLQWDJHIHHOPDQ\ZLWKVFUROODQGEHDG
work, are still very popular. Another
KRW VW\OH LV WKH GLDPRQG KDOR ZKLFK
IHDWXUHVDFLUFOH RI GLDPRQGVDURXQGD
FHQWHUGLDPRQG+DUE\-HZHOHUVFDUULHV
variations of that design.
´0HQ DUH FRPIRUWDEOH EX\LQJ D
GLDPRQG VROLWDLUH QHFNODFHµ +DUE\
VDLG ´,W FDQ EH ZRUQ ZLWK MHDQV EXW
DW WKH VDPH WLPH \RX FDQ ZHDU WKHP
IRUPRUHIRUPDODIIDLUVµ +LVWRULFDOO\
engagement rings are big sellers during
the holidays. “Christmas is a popular
time to get engaged and engagement
ULQJVDUHYHU\LPSRUWDQWVDOHVµKHVDLG
´:HUHDOO\WU\WRJHWLWULJKWµ
Going the extra mile often means
JRLQJEH\RQGWKHVWRUH·VGLVSOD\FDVHV

´$ ORW RI WLPHV RXU FXVWRPHUV DUH
YHU\ VSHFLÀF DQG NQRZOHGJHDEOH LQ
ZKDWWKH\ZDQWµ+DUE\VDLG´:HDUH
ZLOOLQJWRJRRXWRQWKHPDUNHWWRÀQG
what they want, rather than limiting
WKHP WR ZKDW ZH KDYH LQ VWRFN :H
really listen to what is important to
them. If we don’t have it, we’re not
afraid to get a grouping of diamonds
WRJLYHWKHPDFKRLFH:HDUHH[SHUWVDW
ÀQGLQJ GLDPRQGV WKDW RXU FXVWRPHUV
ZLOOÀQGWREHWKHEHVWYDOXHµ
7KH +DUE\V DOVR VSHFLDOL]H LQ
GLDPRQG XSJUDGHV ZKLFK DUH SRSXODU
DW &KULVWPDV 7KLV FDQ LQFOXGH VWXG
earrings, solitaires or pendants.

$Q H[FHOOHQW VHOHFWLRQ RI MHZHOU\
ZLWK H[FHSWLRQDO FRORUHG VWRQHV
also brightens the holidays at Harby
Jewelers.
“We have several designers who buy
ORRVHFRORUWKHQ PDNHGHVLJQVIRUHDFK
LQGLYLGXDOSLHFHµ+DUE\VDLG
5LJKWKDQG ULQJV SDUWLFXODUO\
VDSSKLUHVDUHHVSHFLDOO\SRSXODUGXULQJ
the holidays. Harby Jewelers boasts
D ODUJH VHOHFWLRQ RI VDSSKLUHV DV ZHOO
DV UXELHV DQG HPHUDOGV 7KH\ DOVR
FDUU\KLJKTXDOLW\MHZHOU\ZLWKFRORUHG
VWRQHV VXFK DV WRXUPDOLQH WDQ]DQLWH
and tsavorite. “Even though they are
OHVV H[SHQVLYH ZH GRQ·W VDFULÀFH RQ
quality and we make sure they are
H[FHSWLRQDOµ+DUE\VDLG
%HFDXVH %UDG DQG KLV IDWKHU
Hugh Harby, president, are graduate
JHPRORJLVWV FXVWRPHUV FDQ IHHO
DV FRQÀGHQW DERXW WKHLU SURGXFW
NQRZOHGJHDVWKH\FDQDERXWH[SHFWLQJ
VXSHULRU FXVWRPHU VHUYLFH ´%HLQJ XS
RQ WKH WK ÁRRU RI D EDQN EXLOGLQJ
ZH OLYH DQG GLH ZLWK RXU VHUYLFHµ
Harby said.
(VSHFLDOO\ GXULQJ WKH KROLGD\
season, the Harbys enjoy serving loyal
FXVWRPHUV WKH\ KDYH KDG WKURXJK WKH
GHFDGHVDVZHOODVZHOFRPLQJQHZRQHV
%XV\ ZLWK KROLGD\ VKRSSHUV WKH SDVW
IHZZHHNV+DUE\VDLGKHLVRSWLPLVWLF
about good sales this Christmas.

Harby Jewelers is in Suite 2552 of Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. Extended hours through Christmas are 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
weekdays and 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. More information is available by calling (904) 346-0642 or at www.harbyjewelers.com.
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Showcasing historic landmarks
Ellie Klavon shows off the
“trimmings” for the Klavon
family gingerbread house.

BY EMILY LISSKA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JACKSONVILLE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Jacksonville Historical Society’s
Gingerbread House Extravaganza, a
holiday tradition, opens for a nearly
three-week run on Dec. 4, showcasing dozens of confection creations
made by area professional chefs and
residents.
Joining the Extravaganza this year
are students from St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School who plan a
gingerbread creation of one of the
area’s most historic, although longlost, sites, and a group of first-time
San Marco bakers and neighborhood
friends.
The third grade students of Drew
Haramis selected Ft. Caroline as
their subject. The 450th anniversary
of the Ft. Caroline Colony will be
celebrated in 2014. The third graders
are studying Jacksonville history
which helps with the entry’s planning and execution.
The Klavon family of Ortgea,
including Brent, Pam, Max and
Ellie, are first-time builders. Their
gingerbread house recreates the
Sanctuary on 8th Street.
San Marco residents Jennifer
Pochurek, Molly Curry, Heidi
Harris, Francine Shell, Heather
Hodgett, Kat Davis and Kristen
Allen are collaborating on a
“Whoville” exhibit. “It’s our first
attempt with gingerbread, but we’re
having great fun,” said Jennifer
Pochurek. The group involves neighborhood friends near the duck pond.
“We selected a theme that spoke

to the season while allowing for
houses that appropriately appear a
little less than upright,” she said.
The Extravaganza, located at the
National Register Site, Old St.
Andrews, 317 A. Philip Randolph
Boulevard, across from the Veterans
Memorial Arena, is often referred to
as “the most creative art show in
town.”
“The event showcases varied
themes including storybook, fantasy,
historic and traditional holiday gingerbread houses,” said Joann
Ferguson Purdie, Riverside resident
and Extravaganza Chair. “The
Extravaganza also includes the
definitive Riverside landmark that
historically relates to the Christmas
season. I hope that’s a sufficient hint
and will get our residents excited
about attending the show.”
The Gingerbread Extravaganza

Heidi Harris, Kristen Allen,
Heather Hodgett, Kat
Davis, Jennifer Pochurek,
Molly Curry, Francine Shell

runs Dec. 4-21, except Sundays,
open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, and at
10 a.m. on Saturdays. A charity
event, a donation of $5 per adult and
$3 for children over three is suggested. Parking is free.

Special Gingerbread Extravaganza
activities and fieldtrips are also
available to schools, seniors and
other groups. For more information,
call (904) 665-0064 or email
gingerbread@jaxhistory.com.

Thank you for
20 great years!
I will be retiring at the end of
December so stop in for our

BIG SALE!

4204 HERSCHEL STREET 384-9922
We can help navigate the never ending
programs, and save you money!

OPEN ENROLLMENT DATES:
Now through December 7, 2013

If you have MEDICARE and want to make a
change - call me to review your options.
ARE YOU: Turning 65? Under 65 & on
disability? Medicare & Medicaid eligible?
Unhappy with your current plan?

Valentina Brant, Brant Consulting, Inc.

904-610-4884

“The M Group” 800-917-9580 x3035
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Naughty or

Tales of Christmas past and present

Nice

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Santa Claus – that “right jolly old elf” – must have been
looking the other way when Wallace and John Allen were
growing up in Venetia. Now 92- and 88-year-old
respectable gentlemen, fond Christmas memories include
shooting the ornaments off the tree in the living room with
a bb pistol. John laughingly says in a pointed understatement, “Mama was pretty upset.” He doesn’t remember the
punishment saying, “Daddy was a trickster and had a good
sense of humor; one time he put waxed paper on Mama’s
piano strings and when she tried to play Christmas carols it
sounded like a bar room honky tonk.” A line from Eugene
Field’s “Jest ’Fore Christmas” comes to mind: “But father,
havin’ been a boy hisself, suspicions me when jest ‘fore
Christmas, I’m as good as I kin be!”
That trickster gene dominated since John, Junior and sister Barbara Allen recall waking up on a frosty Christmas
morning and finding “sleigh” tracks all over the yard which
they found out years later were carefully placed by their
dad.
Wallace recalls a lovely Christmas afternoon pastime,
Mumblety-peg, where a group of boys stand in a circle and
flip Barlow knives at a peg to see who has to get the knife
out of the grass with his teeth! Wallace’s favorite Christmas
gift when he was seven years old was “high lace up hunting
boots with a pocket on the outside” in which, of course,
was a knife. No wonder these guys were always anxiously
awaiting Santa!
Brother John’s favorite gift at age nine or 10 from Mr.
Claus was a shotgun. “Back then (1930s) you could buy a
box of 410 shotgun shells for about 75 cents.” Of course,
some of these shenanigans took place at their grandparents’
home in Quincy where the family spent holidays hunting
and fishing. Wallace relates that there were always fireworks at Christmas time too. “Sparklers were
too calm for us. I liked those 3-inch and 5-inch

Uncle Wallace and Big John Allen, circa 1929

DICATED TO
DE

Accurate, Timely Action for
Your Transitional Years
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Mike Jorgensen, LL.M
Senior Counsel will assist you with making informed
decisions and with evaluating the many alternatives available
to you as you plan for your financial and healthcare future.
With over 25 years of experience, we are dedicated to
assisting you regarding your estate, whether the estate is
for tax purposes, Medicaid, probate, bankruptcy, etc. Asset
preservation in any estate will concern matters related
to your finances, as well as your personal wishes. We will
commit to assist you with your planning needs and to make
you aware of different possibilities and alternatives.
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cannon crackers. We couldn’t wait to get a can and light up a
cannon under it. Those things would
go up high as a pine tree.”
How has Christmas changed in the
past 80 years? John says “Speed and
technology have taken over. Kids are
entertained by TV, texting, video
games – we sat in the living room with
our parents listening to the radio or we
were outside from the time we got
home from school until dark.” Wallace
sums up Christmas in one word,
“Commercialized! Starting in
October!”
Plenty of good food and family time
with their grown children are now part
of the Allen’s festivities. Wallace is
fond of wife Cookie’s scalloped oysters and says laughingly that he loved
everything that was prepared by their
cook when he was growing up, “I ate it
all and turned out to be quite plump.”
John, Junior and wife Donna Allen
(the Aunt Bea of Ortega) host Barbara
Allen and the senior Allens for a
Christmas dinner which includes prime
rib, corn casserole, carrot soufflé,
mashed potatoes, red velvet cake and
Betty Allen’s traditional colorful
Christmas salad.
• Suzanne Scollard Tomlinson of
Avondale and former headmistress of
Riverside Presbyterian Day School
jokes that, unlike the Allen boys, as a
little girl and an only child there were
no shotguns under her tree. “My
absolute favorite time was Christmas
Eve when I got to sleep upstairs in a
guest room with a big window which
overlooked the sloping roof. My uncle
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and father would throw gravel on the
roof and it would roll down sounding
like reindeer hooves. My father said
not to look out the window because I’d
scare Santa away. It was such fun!

ambrosia.”
One tradition she continues is putting up a village vignette on the mantel
of tiny hand painted lead figurines of
skaters, musicians, a horse and buggy

Suzanne memorized in the 5th grade
and still recites in her expressive manner.
• S.M. Morgan of Riverside remembers fondly a little glass car with candy
in it which he hid under the steps of
the Governor Drew house in Ellaville
where his family lived. He says he
went back years later looking for it but
it was gone. His mother reading the
Christmas story from the Bible is a
cherished tradition which has carried
over to his children and grand children.
• Dawne Sutton of Murray Hill says
that she and her husband are one of the
few who still put up lights in their
neighborhood. “The young people who
have moved in don’t seem to have time
to decorate but people come by our
house with their dogs and kids to see
all these big old lights we put up – it’s
kind of a Charlie Brown yard.”

Suzanne Scollard Tomlinson with annual mantel display

“Christmas morning Mother would
get me up, I’d put on my robe and slippers, fix my hair and sit on the top step
until Daddy said I could come down.
There were always wonderful things
from Santa and a fire in the fireplace
no matter what the weather. I had such
a happy childhood.”
Special memories include reading
“The Night Before Christmas”, going
to St. John’s Cathedral for the midnight service, and her mother’s divinity
fudge. “We always had my favorite
food – roast leg of lamb and gravy,
mint jelly, canned la Seur peas and
grandmother’s shortbread with

and tiny trees which Suzanne’s godmother brought back from Germany.
Years later in York, England, Suzanne
found ceramic houses to add to the display which fit the diminutive scale.
Favorite childhood gifts include a
Schaeffer pen and pencil set in an
ivory colored box, a real typewriter
with the keys in primary colors and a
black velvet coat with a white fur collar and buttons given to her by her
grandmother. ”Of course that first bicycle is always a favorite for any child.”
Another tradition was having her
daughters and grandchildren memorize
the poem “Jest ‘fore Christmas” which

• Maurine Vandergriff of San Marco
remembers making sugar (pronounced
sugah) cookies for Santa, which of
course she found out later were nibbled
on by her dad. Now she celebrates
Christmas at her son and daughter in
law’s house. She quips, “With two
kids, four grands and a partridge in a
pear tree.”
Whatever your traditions, no matter
whether you’ve been naughty or nice,
take some advice and remember –
“Thinkin’ of the things yer’d like to
see upon that tree, jest ‘fore Christmas
be as good as yer kin be!”
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Let It Snow

BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Affordable Home Care Services
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Since I’ve lived in Jacksonville for
only 19 years, I am too “young” a resident to have seen one of this area’s rare
snowfalls. Apparently, there were a
couple of light snowfalls reported in
2010, one in January and one in
December. They must not have been
very memorable because I don’t
remember them. And there was an
undocumented period of roughly 2 1/2
minutes last winter on a particularly
cold day when…I swear!…a few flakes
came out of the sky.
Our usual definition of a white
Christmas, however, has more to do
with white sand than with anything
cold and wet. But I bet the majority of

the people reading this column recall
the time not long ago when
Jacksonville had its own really and
truly White Christmas. I’ve heard the
story many times, but more details
about that later.
First, since this is a column that celebrates our city’s history, I’d like to wind
the clock back a few
hundred years to some
notably white
moments. Maybe penning these snow stories
will encourage some
substantial snowflakes
to find their way to our
area – sort of like, “if
you write it, they will
come.” I bet a lot of
Jacksonville children
would be awfully glad
if it works!
The first recorded snowstorm on
record was in 1774, when the Florida
territory experienced what residents
called an “extraordinary white rain.” At
that time, there were just a few thousand people living in East Florida and
West Florida, which were then colonies
of Great Britain.
In January of 1800, a land surveyor
recorded in notes from his observatory
near the mouth of the St. Mary’s River
“snow and hail the whole day.” On
January 11th, there was an accumulation of five inches, the highest recorded
snowfall for the area.
In 1879, there was an ice storm in
Jacksonville when it sleeted for about
an hour and a half. The main damage
was to the local orange crop, when

scores of branches broke off trees under
the weight of the ice.
Then in February 1899, the Great
Blizzard of 1899 dumped snow on the
state of Florida for about eight hours.
The storm was a result of the Great
Arctic Outbreak, a cold wave that
pushed Canadian arctic air down all the
way to Florida. The Great Blizzard
caused accumulations of several inches
and a temperature of –2 degrees in
Tallahassee, which remains to this day
the state’s only recorded sub-zero temperature. Jacksonville got a couple
inches of snow, which stayed on the
ground for several days.
In February of 1958, an inch and a
half of snow was reported in
Jacksonville when rain changed to
snow. And then, about 25 years ago, the
same thing happened again.
Cold and rainy weather on
December 23, 1989, suddenly turned
into near-blizzard (for Florida, anyway)
conditions – a “freak” snowstorm, it
was called. All the bridges in town,

save the Acosta, were closed. It was
two days before Christmas, and traffic
became a nightmare as everyone tried
to creep around slippery roads and finish everything they needed to do for the
holidays.
Friends of mine who lived here at
the time remember kids everywhere
turning out into driveways and streets,
wearing makeshift snow boots and
sledding on anything they could get
find – boxes, cookie sheets, plastic lids.
Holiday snowmen and yard ornaments
looked even more festive with a dusting
of the real thing. Ice drips hung from
palm trees. The quiet of the traffic-less
streets and soft snow falling was
accented by the sounds of snowball
fights and the crunching of people
tromping around streets and yards.
The snow actually stuck around
through December 25th, resulting in
the most recent White Christmas in history. And then, just as quickly as it had
come, it melted and was gone.
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Making friends around the world
BY MADISON STEPHENSON (SACRED HEART 6TH) &
KRISTIN TAYLOR (RPDS 6TH)
This summer when we were 11 years old, we went to a
CISV Village in Trento, Italy. We spent four weeks in a camp
with kids from 11 different countries along with two 16-yearolds from two other countries who were Junior Counselors. We
went with our fun adult leader and another girl from
Gainesville. We made life-long friends and had an unforgettable experience.
During Village we did many things, such as energizers and
exciting activities. Energizers were done before every activity
to pump us up whether we were running or making friends and
getting to know our fellow CISVers. Most energizers were
about silly things, such as a moose drinking juice, how mangoes make your bodies go relax, and getting down to the beat.

‘

We did activities that taught us about
world peace, trusting and working
together, and understanding each
other’s cultures. These included 10
Steps to Peace, The Train of Trust,
Peace War Peace, and Human
Caterpillar.

’

In the first two weeks, we did stuff like Capture the Flag, The
Survival Game, and Dream City. After the first two weeks, it
started to get more intense. We did activities that taught us about world peace,
trusting and working together, and understanding each other’s cultures. These
included 10 Steps to Peace, The Train of Trust, Peace War Peace, and Human
Caterpillar.
In the seemingly short time we were there we grew really close to almost
everyone. We didn’t have contact to anybody outside the camp except in

Madison Stephenson, Elianna Arola, Sam Padgett and Kristin Taylor

letters, which allowed us to grow even closer to one another. It made one day
with a new friend seem like two weeks with them. At the end of camp, you felt
like you’d known them your entire life, but yet you hadn’t spent enough time
with them.
In this Village, we learned many valuable lessons, such as that everyone isn’t
so different after all even if they speak a different language and live in a different way in a different culture. The best part was these lessons were learned
from entertaining games such as Peace War Peace, which taught that two
wrongs don’t make a right. So many things can be taken away from CISV that
is hard to name them all like friends for life, life lessons, and many other
things.
In conclusion CISV is a wonderful nonprofit organization of volunteers who
believe world peace can happen and want to pass it on to generations to come.
It has many different programs for kids who are willing to do it and they certainly will enjoy it. It gives you a wonderful, almost magical, experience that
we both will certainly never forget for the rest of our lives.
Parents and youth, ages 11 to 18, who would like to make friends with kids
from around the world and have a memorable summer should apply for these
programs by Jan. 11, 2014. This summer CISV Jacksonville will send 11-yearolds to Villages in Dallas, Denmark and Egypt as well as here in Jacksonville
and will be sending 12- and 13-year-olds to Switzerland and Italy, 14-year-olds
to Sweden and Pennsylvania, and 16- to 18-year-olds to Norway, Michigan and
Illinois. CISV Jacksonville also has opportunities for adults to lead these programs. Visit www.cisvjax.org for more information and attend one of the
upcoming information sessions.
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Cub Scouts lift spirits of
elderly with traditional
holiday carols

Cub Scout Pack 106
caroling at Taylor Residences

BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Christmas caroling dates back to the fourth century in
Rome – before mega-malls, Black Fridays or Cyber
Mondays – and a group of local Cub Scouts are continuing the tradition by using their robust voices to spread
holiday cheer into the new millennium.
Cub Scouts in Pack 106 gather every December at
Taylor Residences located in St. Nicholas dressed in their
navy Class A uniforms and donning furry red hats like
skinnier, younger versions of the real St. Nick. But, there
is no imitating the authenticity of the joyous holiday spirit as they sing to a packed room of seniors who delight in
the merriment of the young, enthusiastic voices.
Marcia Merritt, who coordinates the visit for the pack
every year, has been told that they are the only all-boy
group that visits the nursing home.
“It means so much to the residents to not be forgotten
in all the hype and technology of this current generation,”
Merritt explained. “Things as simple as a song sung from the heart and a shared
smile or hug go so far with both the young and the old.”
Jacob Soulby, a nine-year-old St. Nicholas resident, said it means a lot to him
because residents don’t get to see their families all the time. “It shows we care
about them especially near Christmas time.”
His younger brother, seven-year-old Lucas, thinks the carols bring the most
joy. “I like singing Christmas songs and it makes me happy to see them happy.”
Cub Scouts bring the residents candy as a small gift that results in big smiles
from seniors.
“No one there seems to be watching their weight, and so they love to get
them,” said Merritt. “It is nice for Scout parents to see firsthand that their boys
have respect and compassion. This is one of those special things that I hope they
will carry in their memory forever.”

When holiday boredom sets in,
consider outdoor recreation
When the kids need to get rid of
excess holiday energy or beat
post-holiday boredom, take a
hike or take in a concert,
sponsored by The Florida
Youth Conservation Centers
Network (FYCCN).
Programs on the calendar in December include a
“full moon” hike at the
Crowley Natural and
Cultural History
Center, an introduction to
archery, the third
annual Winterfair
concert in Clermont, FL, and a one-day
aqua camp in Tampa.

A statewide network of
conservation centers, the
FYCCN is designed to
encourage and empower
kids to participate in traditional outdoor recreation. Experts teach them
how to safely enjoy the
outdoor heritage we
have worked so hard to
maintain. The FYCCN
includes Wild Outdoor
Hubs offering deepwoods experiences
that connect to Near
Outdoor Centers offering
experiences closest to children in their
daily lives. Visit www.fyccn.org for details.
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4252 St. Johns Ave.

904-388-3992

Scouts Alex Patangan, Nicholas Solomon, and Clayton Moulder
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Parents and grandparents of elementary age students may
remember the song “My Favorite Things” from the 1960s movie
Sound of Music. The Resident challenged area school students to
enter a drawing contest depicting their favorite thing with a holiday
twist. Entries were submitted from children at four schools, from
grades 3 through 6. Some of the students favorite things included
pets – dogs, cats, horses and turtles, other favs were activities –
baseball/softball, tennis, soccer, basketball, art, music and video
games. Thank you to the students at St. Matthew’s Catholic
School, St. Paul’s Catholic School, Riverside Presbyterian Day
School and San Jose Catholic School for sharing their talent –
they are all winners in The Resident’s book!

St. Matthews Catholic School

Madison Lambert, 5th, baseball

Riverside
Presbyterian
Day School
From left to right:
• Mia, 5th, yellow tabby w/Santa cap
• Andrew, 5th, brown/black cat
w/ornament
• JP, 4th, colorful dog w/cap
• Ian, 4th, brown dog w/Santa cap

Meghan Thornton, 5th, tennis
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St Pauls
Catholic School
From left to right:
• Charleigh Kahler, 3rd, Family
• Eve Holtzbaur, 5th, Art/Painting
• Maddie Wood, 6th, Music
• Meagan Danese, 6th, Softball, Mountains
• Mia Narducci, 4th, Soccer
• Murphy Lally, 3rd, Minecraft

San Jose
Catholic School
From left to right:
• Adam Dzergowski, 6th, Lego Santa
• Grace McCormick, 6th, Horse, tree
• Angela Naddaf, 6th, girl, tree, iPhone
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Ditch the electronic devices, pick up a good book
Students can maintain edge
by reading during holidays
BY LORRIE DEFRANK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Fun advice for kids on holiday
break: To avoid boredom and regression, unplug those electronic devices
– except Nooks and Kindles – and
read books.

Librarians at Willowbranch, San
Marco and Murray Hill public
libraries concur that students risk
going backward in school if they
don’t read during breaks.
“Reading books maintains their
levels of readiness and preparedness,”
said Kathleen Brunner, Willowbranch
branch manager.
“It is of the utmost importance to
encourage children and teens to continue reading during the holidays so

Children’s Picture Books
• Daddy Christmas and Hanukkah Mama by Selina
Alko. A girl describes how she celebrates two holidays at the same time.
Jeremy’s Dreidel by Ellie Gellman. Jeremy creates a
special dreidel for his father.
• Hanukkah Bear by Eric Kimmel. A bear follows his
nose and ends up celebrating Hanukkah.
• Gifts of the Heart by Patricia Polacco. Two children
learn that handmade gifts are often the best kind.
• Santa is Coming to Florida by Steve Smallman.
Join Santa as he travels across Florida at Christmas.
• Li’l Rabbit’s Kwanzaa by Donna Washington. Li’l Rabbit tries to find a way
to help his Granna celebrate Kwanzaa.
• How Do Dinosaurs Say Happy Chanukah by Jane Yolen. Dinosaurs get into
mischief celebrating Chanukah.
• How Do Dinosaurs Say Merry Christmas by Jane Yolen. Dinosaurs get ready
for Christmas with unexpected results.
• Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner. Snow families celebrate
Christmas.
• Happy Christmas, Honey! by Laura Godwin. Lovable pets bring Christmas
adventures.
• Latkes, Latkes, Good to Eat: a Chanukah Story by Naomi Howland. A story
of mischievous boys and a magic frying pan.
• My First Kwanzaa by Karen Katz. A simple way to celebrate Kwanzaa.
• Runaway Dreidel! by Leslea Newman. An adventure through modern times
and history.

that they keep their momentum going
and don’t struggle when they get back
to school in January,” agreed Chiquita
Powell, Murray Hill assistant branch
manager/children’s librarian.
“With reading, they can travel to
other places and experience different
things without actually doing it,” said
Kristi Dorney, teen librarian at San
Marco, noting reading’s fun factors.
“So much is available if they read
rather than play video games.”

Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) is
sponsoring a Winter Break Reading
Program with incentives for participation. Details are available at all library
branches and at www.jaxpubliclibrary.org.
Librarians at the three historic district libraries collaborated on the following lists of suggested holiday
reading. All books are available at
JPL.

• Big Bob and the Winter Holiday Potato by Daniel Pinkwater. A
young girl creeped out by Santa Claus invents her own holiday
gift-giver, Potato Claus.
• How Santa Really Works by Alan Snow. The real scoop on how
Santa does what he does so well.
• Santa’s Kwanzaa by Garen Eileen Thomas. After Christmas,
Santa and his family delight in the Kwanzaa tradition.

Children’s Fiction Books
• Deck the Halls, We’re Off the Walls! by Dan Gutman. What
could go wrong when a famous kid rapper and Santa visit the
mall at the same time?
• Dragon at the North Pole by Kate Klimo. Jesse and David go to the North
Pole to retrieve their dragon.
• Elijah’s Angel: A Story for Chanukah and Christmas by Michael Rosen. A
story that tenderly bridges the boundaries of age, race and religion.

Teen Books
• Last Christmas: The Private Prequel by Kate Brian. Arianna is stranded at
her boarding school and someone is watching her.
• Ghosts for Christmas by Richard Dalby. Christmas ghost stories
• The Greek Who Stole Christmas by Anthony Horowitz. Two brothers try to
prevent a murder.
• Christmas with Tucker by Greg Kincaid. Prequel to bestseller A Dog Named
Christmas.
• The Dead of Winter by Chris Priestley. A Christmas horror story.
• Holiday Princess by Meg Cabot. Princess Mia presents a guide to the winter
holidays.
• Liberty’s Christmas by Randall Platt. A story of a 16-year-old girl living on a
Christmas tree farm in Depression-era Texas.
• Carvel, the Christmas Cat by John Littell. Having dreamed that Santa would
bring her a kitten for Christmas, a girl discovers an abandoned kitten in a milkshake container.
• The Twelve Days of Christmas by Catherine Hapka. A girl bored with her
boyfriend sets him up with another girl, then wants him back.
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Teaching kids to give back, pay it forward Know a Kid
BY NANCY LEE BETHEA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

kids.
Carol Pitman, a resident of Empire
Point, and her husband, Don, trained
their five children to give back to their

It could be as simple as washing a
neighbor’s car, helping a teacher
lug supplies from her car into
Like a crop of corn, philanthropy
school or buying a buddy a
needs to be cultivated. In many
Gatorade after football practice.
It’s the Golden Rule, and kids all
families, the concept of giving
over the First Coast put it into
back is intentionally taught.
practice every day by meeting the
Whether it’s showing children to
needs of others before their own.
donate their gently used toys
Often, kids learn to serve others from their families. Growing
and clothes to others or letting
up in homes where service and
them watch while checks to
philanthropy are part of life, it’s a
churches or charities are written,
natural for kids to become givers.
philanthropy can be a regular
Other times, students may give
part of raising caring kids.
of their time to meet school community service hour requirements.
Once they start, though, they learn
the fulfillment of donating time and tal- community. Now, with 15 grandchildren, the couple sees strong return on
ent.
Still others learn the concept of serv- investment. “It makes me feel so good
to see our children and grandchildren
ice from their churches or synagogues.
Whether it’s teaching inner-city kids to take strong roles in their churches and
read, playing an instrument in a nursing different organizations to help others,”
home, or traveling overseas on missions Carol said.
• Helping others •
trips, many kids learn the concept of
Helping others is part of family life
service through their spiritual training.
for Ortega Forest resident, Virginia
• Cultivating philanthropy •
Smith, too. The 2013 Episcopal High
Like a crop of corn, philanthropy
School graduate joined Young Life, a
needs to be cultivated. In many families, the concept of giving back is inten- non-profit organization, after seeing her
older brother and her parents volunteer
tionally taught. Whether it’s showing
with the group.
children to donate their gently used
Smith served as a childcare worker
toys and clothes to others or letting
at a YoungLives camp out of state over
them watch while checks to churches
the summer. Part of Young Life,
or charities are written, philanthropy
YoungLives helps meet the needs of
can be a regular part of raising caring

underprivileged teenage mothers.
“During the camp, I not only got to
spend time with the babies, but I also
was able to spend some time with the
YoungLives leaders, as well as the
teen moms who were attending the
camp,” Smith shared.
Through caring for the babies,
Smith enabled the young mothers to
enjoy some downtime. “I loved building trust with the moms and then
being able to hold and care for their
children in order to give them some
time to relax and have some fun,”
Smith said, “but I also loved seeing
the teens being loved by their leaders.
“I loved being one of their leaders
and seeing the joy that they had
because of all the new opportunities
and fun they were given through the
whole YoungLives program,” she
added.
• ‘No one ever became
poor by giving.’ •
Whether it is demonstrating knit and
purl stitches at a community center or
teaching soccer drills at a sports camp,
opportunities for young people to serve
others are widespread. Religious, educational and community organizations
need the time and talents young people
offer.
Many families across the First Coast
model giving back to their communities. When kids learn the joy of giving
at home, they contribute not only to the
quality of their community, but to their
own well-being, too.
As 15-year-old Anne Frank said,
“No one ever became poor by giving.”

Who Wants to
Give Back?

Jayne G. Evans, Communications
Coordinator with the Non-profit Center of
Northeast Florida, offered the following
resources for anyone interested in researching service opportunities with local nonprofit
organizations.
Nonprofit resources
http://www.nonprofitctr.org/categories/m
oving-forward-together/the-link/
Called “The Link,” the site offers a comprehensive list of nonprofit organizations in
Jacksonville. http://wegive.org/
Listing nonprofits vetted by the Internal
Revenue Service, this site gives specialized
information about organizations in the area.
For example, if your son wants to work with
animals while your daughter wants to volunteer to help the environment, he or she can
find information on this site.
http://www.nonprofitctr.org/
For anyone wanting to investigate area
organizations, this is another good site to
search, according to Evans. The site spotlights various local nonprofit organizations.
http://www.handsonjacksonville.org/
This site lists numerous local volunteer
opportunities, according to Evans. With tabs
labeled “Find an Opportunity” and “Browse
Organizations,” parents and children alike
can research multiple philanthropic opportunities.
Community Service Opportunities
For students looking to complete community service hours, choices abound. A few
organizations needing help are the Food
Bank of Jacksonville, the public library system, the Jacksonville Humane Society and
the American Red Cross.
More information on earning community
service hours is located on the Duval County
Public Schools web site.
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GOGIVER
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Rotary Clubs are known for fostering
high personal and business ethics
with commitment to global/regional
humanitarian service and strong focus
on local community service.

Q. Are these missions what led
you, Ken, to join the Westside Rotary in
1982?
A. I have had lifelong examples of
community service from my father,
Henry Baker, now 95 and a Rotarian

DECEMBER 2013

Getting to know Ken Baker & Robert Meek, Rotarians
since the 1950s, and also from my
father-in-law, the late Hugh Crosson of
Avondale. Hugh served the community through Kiwanis for at least 50 years.
It’s very special to be able to volunteer
alongside my dad, continuing a wonderful family tradition of volunteering
to help our local charities.
Q. Robert, is Rotary community
service also a family tradition for the
Meeks?
A.Yes, my father, Emory Meek,
joined Rotary in 1963. I joined Interact
at Wolfson High School 28 years ago.
Rotary-sponsored Interact Clubs are in

perfect attendance for 50
years and with
my 28 years of
perfect attendance I hope to
follow in his footsteps!

I have had lifelong
examples of community
service from my father,
Henry Baker, now 95
and a Rotarian since
the 1950s

Q. Both of
your clubs have
special annual
holiday outreach projects
in Jacksonville,
but what are
some ways they
connect with
and help local
charities yearround?
A. Ken:
Westside Rotary
offers members
many choices to
serve others. Members work with and
mentor youth through classroom presentations about the importance of
education, career options and community service. We sponsor an Early
Act Club for elementary students and
a high school Interact Club. We
donate dictionaries to third graders. At
Lee High School our members started
the Marathon High running program.
Every Saturday they prepare students
to run in a spring marathon. We hold
blood drives, adopt a highway mile to
maintain, participate in park cleanups
and the St. Johns River Celebration
Cleanup. Volunteers help several local
charities, including preparing and
serving meals to the homeless and
needy at the Sulzbacher Center.
Literacy is one of Rotary’s worldwide
missions; we are re-starting the Read
Right From the Start infant book and
gift giveaway to newborns when they
leave local
hospitals.
A. Robert: South Jax Rotary assists
approximately 10-15 local charities
year-round and each year designates
one nonprofit as beneficiary of a large
fundraiser. We’ve helped Meals on
Wheels, Hubbard House, Ronald
McDonald House, Webb Center at
Hope Haven (formerly Webb Center for
Independent Living – serving developmentally/physically disabled, ages 530), Children’s Home Society, P.E.T.
(Personal Energy Transport Vehicles)
and HabiJax. Members recently collected 500 pounds of food for Second
Harvest Food Bank, with the help of
River City Brewery staff (their meeting
location) and donated
dictionaries to third graders. The South

Ken Baker

My father, Emory Meek, joined Rotary in
1963. I joined Interact at Wolfson High
School 28 years ago.
Robert Meek

schools for students ages
12-18. Rotary is definitely a
family tradition. It’s also
one of the few service
clubs with attendance
requirements. My dad has

Jax Club Speech Competition encourages students to demonstrate their
public speaking, an essential leadership skill. Six high schools closest to the
club (Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
Bishop Kenny High School, The Bolles
School, Douglas Anderson School for
the Performing Arts, Wolfson High
School, Stanton College Preparatory
School) each hold competitions to
select their student finalist. The January
21, 2014 Finals round awards college
scholarships: first prize $2,000, second
$1,000, each remaining finalist
receives $500. At press time Synovus
and Ameris Bank were scholarship
sponsors.

Q. Ken, as president of Western
Natural Gas, with your wife Fran and
two children, you have limited free
time, and Robert as a Foley & Lardner
attorney, with two grown children, you
also stay busy. How do you make time
to volunteer? Final thoughts for readers interested in Rotary or in
volunteering?
A. Ken: It’s common to think, how
do you find time to volunteer? But we
can find time to enjoy fellowship and
great friendships while working together for the same purpose, to give back
and help our community. When a student tells us the dictionary we gave
him is the only book he has...that
makes a true impact.
A. Robert: Whether it’s hands-on
help or a donation, whatever we can
do helps, really matters and has an
accumulative effect over time...public
service enhances our community for
everyone and adds up to a real
difference.
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Rotarians help community
during the holidays
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Rotarian Club members who
reside in The Resident readership
area have many community service
projects planned for the holiday season: Rotary Club of Riverside,
Rotary Club of West Jacksonville,
Rotary Club of San Jose, Rotary
Club of San Marco and Rotary Club
of South Jacksonville. Each club
meets weekly and maintains a website with contact and event
information.
Rotary is an international service
organization that brings together
business and professional leaders to
provide humanitarian aid worldwide
and foster community service to
those in need. They seek to encourage high ethical standards in business, personal and community life,
and to help build goodwill and
peace globally. The Rotary motto is
“Service Above Self.”
Riverside Rotary members will
serve as volunteer Salvation Army
Bell Ringers and provide Comfort
Bears to the Jacksonville Sheriff's
Office. Police officers carry the bears
in their vehicles to give to children
involved in traumatic situations.
San Jose Rotary hosted an End

Hunger Now food packaging event
for 5,000 needy recipients. They support Catholic Charities of
Jacksonville by providing Christmas
gifts for children in need. Members
will serve as volunteer Salvation Bell

R O T A R Y
is an international
service organization
that brings together
business and
professional leaders to

provide
humanitarian
aid worldwide
and foster community
service to those in need.
Ringers. Members will host a luncheon for residents of Pine Castle,
including a visit from St. Nick and
his elves who will deliver gifts from
residents’ wish lists. Pine Castle
serves those with developmental or
intellectual disabilities.
San Marco Rotary members
recently held a food collection and

delivery event. Members volunteer as
Salvation Army Bell Ringers during
the holidays. They support the
MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation through the Holiday
Angel Program. Members “adopt”
children from needy families and
provide them with Christmas gifts.
South Jacksonville Rotary members hold a holiday food drive, are
volunteer Salvation Army Bell
Ringers and oversee their South Jax
Rotary Club Speech Competition.
Six high schools located closest to
the club hold intramural speech
competitions to select a school winner. Those finalists compete for college scholarships at the Final
Competition, Tuesday, January 21,
2014. Members support the 12th
Annual Gingerbread Extravaganza,
December 4-21 at Old St. Andrew’s
Church across from Veterans
Memorial Arena. Proceeds benefit
children’s programs of the
Jacksonville Historical Society.
West Jacksonville Rotary members
serve as volunteer Salvation Army
Bell Ringers, hold a food collection
and blood drive. They plan a special
Christmas holiday visit to the
Sulzbacher Center, one of a few centers nationwide offering comprehensive services to the homeless 24/7.
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Annual philanthropy awards a list of who’s who in Jacksonville
Jacksonville is a better, healthier place,
thanks to the dedication and big hearts of
area philanthropists and volunteers, who
were honored Nov. 5 at the National
Philanthropy Day Luncheon. The Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville Riverfront hotel set
the stage as the Association of
Fundraising Professionals North Florida
Chapter rolled out the accolades. Harry
Frisch of Beaver Street Fisheries was
given the Legacy Award. Outstanding
Philanthropists named were Gary and
Nancy Chartrand, Gary is the executive
chairman of Acosta and chairman of The
Chartrand Foundation, respectively. Other
honors went to Medtronic, named
Outstanding Foundation for their work
with the underserved in our medical community suffering with chronic disease.

Honoree Matthew Taylor, with his parents Glenn and Kim,
grandparents Sakin and Vincent Taylor

Tourea Robinson, Iris Simmons with Michael Barker of
Medtronic, Gary Galligher and Nicole Kirkpatrick

Gary and Nancy Chartrand

Former Senator Stephen Wise with Ed Nimnicht
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A chill in the air for...

Despite a cold snap, models strutted their best stuff for
the sensational Willie’s for Kids Winter Fashion Show
Nov. 24. The Avondale children’s boutique rolled out the
season’s best brands and styles for the discerning shopper. From Lilly Pulitzer to the new Betsey Johnson children’s line, the styles are a fit for all occasions- from formal to casual, you can find it at Willie’s for Kids.
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