Summer kicked off to the sound of live music,
May 16, as the annual neighborhood gathering was
held on a beautiful evening just off the Square in
San Marco. The San Marco Preservation Society
delivered on its promise to enhance the quality of
life for residents, as the concert series and other
initiatives are a huge draw for locals.
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Dredging up interest
Millers Creek group to gauge depth of
desire for a special tax district
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

The Great McGala key to charity’s success
Chris Dostie, Co-Chair Emily Dostie with her mother Cissy Goodman,
Ginny and Richard Dostie

Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Jacksonville got a big boost from generous
patrons who help deliver help where it is
needed most. For a quarter century, housing
and support services for families in crisis
have been driving the core of a mission that
couldn’t be more crucial. For more on the
Great McGala turn to

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PAGE
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Riverfront series
reaches a milestone
The North Florida School of Special Education continues to
deliver delightful settings for their RiverHops Series, as the
Riverfront estates along the banks of the St. Johns set the stage
for their largest fundraising initiatives. For the Fifth Annual event,
Chefs Matthew Medure and Steven Schaefer, along with
Anheuser-Busch Asst. Brewmaster Dan Regenhardt teamed up
for the truly unique experience

SEE MORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PAGE
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Patron Georgia Winegeart with Melanie Jensen, NFSSE’s director of development

St. Nicholas residents living on Millers Creek
met last month for the second time to discuss creating a special tax district to fund the dredging of the
waterway that has become increasingly shallow
over the years.
While there is still plenty of information left to
dig up to determine if any dredging will be done,
plans are underway to canvass the neighborhood to
see if residents are willing to pay additional yearly
taxes for the benefit of deeper water.
Between 34 to 38 homeowners on Mayfair
Road, Gay Avenue and Morier Street would be
affected, depending on how far residents decide to
dredge up to the mouth of the creek where it meets
the St. Johns River.
Tamara Baker, a resident on the creek organizing the effort, said the objectives are to make the
waterway more navigable thereby increasing the
property value of residences, as well as environmentally cleaner by removing the debris that has
surfaced from the drainage on Atlantic and Beach
Boulevards.
“The creek has a lot of runoff from surrounding
streets. If we can get some of the loose sediment
out and deepen it, the tidal flow will increase, thus
increasing the circulation, clarity and cleanliness of
the water,” explained Baker.
The creek, which gets progressively shallower as
it ebbs towards Atlantic Boulevard, requires boaters
who live along the shore to carefully plan their outings based on the tides.
At the meeting, Joseph Wagner, Senior Dredging
Engineer with Taylor Engineering, explained the
processes necessary to propel the project forward
including permitting, project limits, and data
collection.
See
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Parking and pickups irk residents
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Gail Tremble, 65, lives on White
Avenue just across the street from
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts
and half a block from the Lillian
Saunders Community Center.
Tremble and her neighbors are fed
up with both entities.
She claims that the Community
Center is not easily available to residents because its tenant – Family
Nurturing Center – has programmed
the center to the exclusion of the community’s use.
The Lillian Saunders Center is
named for its founder Lillian P.
Saunders (1904-1986), who lived next
door to the facility. The City

purchased the property in 1965 and
built the Center in 1970. Saunders was
a City recreation director and served as
director of the Center after its construction. She was an active volunteer in the
community and a member of the
Southside Civic Club and the NAACP.
According to the lease with the City
of Jacksonville in 2009, the tenant must
schedule and allow use of the facility,
both during and outside its regular business hours, by neighborhood associations and community groups, as long
as those activities are consistent with
and do not interfere with the tenant’s
operations. Family Nurturing Center is a
nonprofit that provides supervised
visitation and monitored exchange services, parent training, facilitator training,
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art workshops, domestic violence intervention services, individual and family
crisis counseling and youth training.
In addition, neighbors complain that
Family Nurturing Center (FNC) has too
many visitors for the half dozen parking
spaces in front of the building along
Bartley Circle. When the community
held a meeting last month at the center,
street parking became the only option
for the group, as the vehicles quickly
occupied the small lot. With a pair of
attending police officers parking at
Douglas Anderson High School, the lot
became an option for the meeting,
which is not typical during FNC hours.
According to a school administrator, the
gates are typically locked after school
hours, leaving the neighborhood streets
as the only alternative.
After speaking with Tremble,
The Resident contacted the City to see
what was being done about the
problem.
“We are aware of the concerns and
will be meeting with the Family
Nurturing Center to discuss the issues
regarding parking, programs and center
availability,” stated Sherry Wilson,
Division Chief, Recreation and
Community Programming, in an email
to The Resident.

JUNE 2014

Ironically, the Lillian Saunders Center
is right across White Avenue from the
back side of Douglas Anderson, which
is the second source of frustration for
residents.
Tremble explained that there were
problems with parents picking up students, blocking the sidewalks on San
Diego Road so that pedestrians are
forced out into the streets.
“We have made a direct complaint to
the school about the parking,” she said.
“We do understand that parents must
pick up their kids but we would like to
use our sidewalks. Parking issues are
low on the totem pole and we no longer
have auxiliary officers available.”
At one time there were No Parking
signs posted along San Diego, but they
were taken down and Tremble doesn’t
know who was responsible.
According to Ashley Smith-Juarez,
Duval County School Board representative for District 3, “The Board did
approve a construction project for DA
this last year. The construction includes
new classrooms, labs, a new cafeteria
that will hold a full lunch of students,
some new parking and a new dropoff/pick-up configuration. The new configuration should remedy the problem,
but it is still important that students are
safe until that happens.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Cecilia Cunningham’s recent op-ed (The Resident, May 2014) regarding the
adventures of the utility box painter Chip Southworth totally places the issues
into context. Perhaps those in favor of art painted electric boxes could pen a
rebuttal. In keeping with news concerning art, it is interesting to note that in
the same publication as the op-ed, the requirements of expressing art in public
places such as the downtown parking garage are well documented.

– H.L. Geiger
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Noise ordinance curtails complaints, leads to tolerable
concerts
lives in St. Nicholas and was
involved in the ad-hoc committee.
“Personally, it was a non-event for
BY LARA PATANGAN
our
household; no disturbance whatRESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
soever,” said Myrick. “I was a bit
skeptical on Friday during the sound
During a recent concert in
checks that were going on, but when
Metropolitan Park nearby residents
the concert started…it was a total
braced themselves for the thumping
surprise as nothing was heard on my
that historically has
patio.”
infiltrated their otherMyrick thinks
wise quiet neighbor“In
general,
I
felt
like
reversing
the stages
hood during such
away from the water
mega-concert events.
we have accomplished may have helped.
Instead, their trepidaDistrict 4
tions were hushed by
something. We set
Councilman
Don
the results of
Redman, who repreOrdinance 2013-676some new rules.
sents the St. Nicholas
E, which amends the
They are more strict and South Shores
City’s noise ordineighborhoods, agrees
nance, by setting
restrictions to decibel than what the promoters that repositioning the
stages has had a
levels and introducing
wanted and less strict notable impact.
other provisions
Although Redman
designed to impede
than
what
the
did hear some comthe sounds from outplaints after the recent
door concerts from
neighborhood wanted.” concert, he does think
permeating the
overall that things
insides of nearby
Don Redman
have improved with
homes.
District 4 Councilman
the compromise of the
In the past,
amendment.
Welcome to
“In
general,
I felt like we have
Rockville, the two-day mega-concert
event, was a mega-headache for resi- accomplished something,” said
dents located in the St. Nicholas and Redman. “We set some new rules.
They are more strict than what the
South Shores neighborhoods who
promoters wanted and less strict than
complained of vibrating windows,
profanity and morning to night inter- what the neighborhood wanted.”
George Kruer, who has lived in
ruptions. Their frustration prompted
the South Shores neighborhood for
the formation of the Metropolitan
Park Ad-hoc Committee who worked more than 25 years, was grateful to
be out of town during most of the
with promoters and City Council to
mega-concert which he said in the
seek the harmony of compromise.
past disrupted not only the quiet of
The amendment, which includes
his home, but caused physical vibralimitations on decibel levels and
requires stages to face away from the tions as well.
“It was so miserable last year. It
river, appears to have resolved at
least some of the noise that disrupted was unreasonable,” he explained.
residents, such as Ginny Myrick who “It’s the reverberating of the bass

that’s so invasive. You can’t just turn
other things on in the house to camouflage that vibration.”
While Metropolitan Park is limited to 12 ticketed events a year,
Kruer takes issue with the 2-day
concert counting as one event and
ultimately thinks another venue is
more appropriate.
“Is this the perfect place for a
rock concert?” he asked rhetorically.
“No, these venues should be in an
area in the middle of nowhere where
other people are not affected by a
30-hour event.”
Still while he was only around to
hear the most recent concert Sunday
afternoon, he said he was pleased
that his windows did not rattle and
the event ended at a respectable
hour.
According to Redman, the City
has five monitors in place, which are
paid for by the concert promoters to
ensure that the sound is kept within
the maximum allowed decibels of
105.
District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer said she has received positive
feedback from both sides.
“I did not receive any complaints
from the promoters or City staff with
respect to recent events and have an
email from a resident who indicated
he was pleased with the solution,”
explained Boyer.
While the ordinance appears to be
a success, both Boyer and Redman

feel like the ordinance can always be
revised in the future if necessary.
“If we need to tweak it after a
year, we can,” explained Redman.
“Maybe we will need more restrictions; maybe less. We can always go
back and fine-tune it.”

Burglary
suspect
sought

On Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at
11:30 p.m. someone entered the
Village Bread Café at 10111 San
Jose Boulevard and took money
before fleeing the area in an
unknown direction. No vehicle was
seen in the immediate area.
Anyone who has any information about the identity of the pictured burglary suspect is asked to
contact the Jacksonville Sheriff's
Office at (904) 630-0500 or email
JSOCrimeTips@jaxsheriff.org. To
remain anonymous and receive a
possible reward up to $3,000 for
this case, contact Crime Stoppers
at 1-866-845-TIPS.
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PAUL FIGURA
FEBRUARY 16, 1963 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2014
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Ten days after he suffered a sudden brain hemorrhage, renowned
Jacksonville photographer Paul
Figura, 51, was gone.
Nearly three months later, friends
and family continued to mourn the
loss even as they celebrated Figura’s
life at a memorial service in Hanna
Park on May 17.
A longtime San Marco resident,
the former computer engineer
chucked the corporate world in 1993,
when he opened his own photography studio on Hendricks Avenue.
Many of his projects were for the
Jacksonville Jaguars and the Roar,
the team’s cheerleading squad, and
he photographed well known public
figures like former presidents George
W. Bush and Bill Clinton. The Emmy
Award-winning photographer also
traveled internationally to surf and
shoot.
The memorial service was beach
casual, honoring Figura’s passion for

the ocean. Guests were encouraged
to participate in a paddle-out ceremony at the end of the service.
Figura’s partner, Nia Bradberry,
said that “Paul chose a path he
walked every day leaving a legacy
of possibilities, celebration, kindness, laughter and love. He was a
loving father, son, brother and a
wonderful partner. Paul inspired
those he touched to live a better
life. He left such immeasurable
impact on those who knew him. A
true legacy...”
The tributes from clients, friends
and co-workers had a common
thread: Figura was talented and creative, yes, but most of all, he was a
kind man.
“Paul had the perfect blend of
gifts: incredible talent, joyous personality, business acumen, and
authentic kindness,” said Linda
Cunningham, owner of Linda
Cunningham Design.
“Paul was a lot of things to a lot
of people; a friend, a mentor, a
father, a partner, but to me he was an

inspiration. He had the courage to
follow his passions, the intelligence
to know how to be successful at
doing so, and the kindness to share
that passion and knowledge with
anyone wanting to learn,” said Amy
Ploss-Samson, Figura’s assistant of
10 years and now president of Paul
Figura Inc.
Steve Galpin, senior
art director for ruckus.
advertising & public
relations, shared that
“Paul had the rare gift of
being genuinely interested in people – all people
– be it from behind the
lens, one-on-one in conversation, mentoring upand-comers in the photo
biz, encouraging children
and teens he’d meet on photo shoots,
or helping an old friend or a friend
just made. He truly cared about those
he came in contact with.”
“I worked with Paul as an art
director/graphic designer for over 25
years. He saw the world in a unique
way – with passion, kindness, gentleness and joy. It was how he photographed, and it was how he lived
his life,” said Suzanne HendrixJanning. “He was a joy to work with
– talented, collaborative and just fun
to be around. Always open in sharing

his talent and knowledge with all
who came in contact with him,
especially young photographers.”
“For over 24 years Paul was our
go-to man for photography. The
words ‘I’ll give Paul a call’ or ‘See
if Paul can do this’ have been
heard hundreds – if not thousands
of times in our office,” said Patrick
Golden, Burdette Ketchum executive creative director and partner.
“We relied on him not only as a
trusted creative partner, but as a
dear friend.”
“Paul lived with real joy, and
got to do something he truly loved
doing, which not a lot of people can
say. He touched so many lives and
captured so much beauty. We worked
together for over 20 years and I
could not have asked for a better
friend or collaborator,” said Kevyn
Faulkenberry, vice president, executive creative director for the Dalton

Agency. “And one of the nicest guys,
not fake nice, you knew when he was
grumpy, but so joyful in his work. He
truly loved what he did, and he made
others love it as well.”
Figura volunteered for Don’t Miss
a Beat, a foundation that provides
education support to underprivileged
children; Friends of Jacksonville
Animals, and the Women’s Board of
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
He is survived by Bradberry, his
children Nick and Taylor Figura, parents Richard and Judie Figura and
brothers Mark and Scott Figura.

JUNE 2014

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE 5

Overland Bridge Project nears the halfway mark
As of April 20, 2014, the
Overland Bridge project is at 45.6
percent completion, according to
Gina Busscher, public information
director for Florida Department of
Transportation. “We are currently
slated to finish the project in summer of 2016 pending weather over
the next two years,” Busscher said.
“Currently the project is about a
month behind schedule due to utility
relocations tracking behind.”
There are five areas to be designated storm water treatment ponds
and, at a recent community meeting,
there were questions from the audience as to who will maintain those
ponds and if there would be landscaping around each pond. “FDOT
will maintain the ponds. There is no
landscaping in the current contract,”

said Busscher. “A separate contract
will be issued for landscaping once
the project is complete.”
According to Busscher, a few of
the properties in the locations of the
ponds are being acquired using the
eminent domain process. The first

pond, located near Nira St. and
Naldo Ave., is a vacant lot. The second pond behind Channel 4 and near
Vine St. and Alamo St. is a wooded
lot. The third pond, near Atlantic
Ave. and Stevens St., is a mixture of
wooded lots, houses and businesses.

The fourth pond located off Philips
Hwy. and Pearson St. was a storage
warehouse. The fifth pond, located
off Philips Hwy. in the York
/Jerusalem/Crawford streets area,
was a mixture of residential houses
and empty lots.

More sellers entering market, homes listing at higher prices
According to the April 2014 real
estate sales and activity report from the
Northeast Florida Association of
Realtors (NEFAR), life is getting better
for single-family residential and condominium properties up for sale.
Linda McMorrow, 2014 NEFAR
President, stated that “sales prices are
edging up slowly but the median price
is quite reasonable. In fact, more than
half of the 9,656 homes in inventory
are priced below $200,000. Combine
that with still low interest rates and it’s

an attractive prospect for home
shoppers.”
As reported, the median sales price
is $154,990, up two percent from the
same month last year, while year to
date the median sales price is up 2.6
percent.
Although closed sales dipped 4.3
percent with 1,901 homes changing
hands, year to date closed sales are up
three percent.
More sellers are entering the market,
with 3,185 new listings added; a 12.9

S
L S

percent increase over last April’s 2,821.
That’s great news for first-time home
buyers and, with a total inventory of
homes on the market of 9,656, there are
a variety of locations, styles and prices
to choose from.
For sellers, the good news is that
homes are selling in an average of 90
days, but there is still a five-month supply of homes for sale, considered to be
a balanced market. Even better news,
13.7 percent of homes sold for more
than the listed price.

“Sales prices are
edging up slowly but
the median price is
quite reasonable. In
fact, more than half of
the 9,656 homes in
inventory are priced
below $200,000.”
Linda McMorrow
2014 NEFAR President
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After an underwater survey and
sediment transport modeling is conducted, an estimate can be formulated
on dredging volume, construction
costs, construction period, maintenance period and maintenance costs.
But first and foremost, he recommends that residents decide if they
want the dredging and the necessary
maintenance that will ensure that sediment does not eventually re-settle.
“Determine if you desire this to
happen…then establish the district,
figure out the cost, go through the
permitting processes and then take
yourself through this at the speed that
you as a community feel comfortable,” explained Wagner.
Without further studies, Wagner
can only give scenarios as to how
much maintenance would be necessary on an on-going basis.
Neighbors say the creek has been
dredged before. While no one seems
to know exactly when, they estimate it
was “sometime after 1949.”
Because it has been so long since
the last dredging, it’s hard for Wagner
to say how often it would have to be
dredged for maintenance.
“Your second dredge is always
more than your normal maintenance,”
explained Wagner. “You will get to a
certain point that you get the water
body into a shape and form that it will
want to behave properly, and then you
can come back and just maintain it on
a cycle.”

Wagner,
who describes
the process as
creating an
infrastructure,
estimates that
the second
dredge is
usually 50
percent more
than what
maintenance
will be.
While the
exact amount
of sediment
removal
remains
unknown until
definitive
studies are
conducted,
Baker, who is an engineer, estimates
that 30,000 cubic yards would need to
be removed to reach the five-feet of
depth they are looking to create.
There won’t be an official estimate
until there is a special tax district
created to fund the surveys and
studies necessary to formulate one.
However, assuming 30,000 cubic
yards need to be removed Wagner
estimates it will cost $40 to $45 per
cubic yard to dredge the creek, resulting in a possible $1.35 million
project.
Wayne Flowers, an attorney with
Lewis, Longman and Walker,
explained the special tax district that

could be set up to finance the dredging. He mentioned two neighborhoods
that have used the governmental
mechanism to finance the cost of
doing the studies and dredging projects that are also available to residents
along Millers Creek.
The special tax district, which
would be set up by City Council,
offers a way to require and enforce
payments from all the affected
homeowners with a non-ad valorem
assessment set up for the purposes of
funding dredging and the ongoing
maintenance associated with it.
“It is a special purpose government; generally they are created with
some very specific authority to do a
specific function, in this case maintenance dredging, and are given the
authority up to some limited amount
to assess the real property that is
benefited within the geographic
boundaries of that district that would
be described very specifically to raise
money,” explained Flowers.
An elected board would be in
control of the project.

The special tax district, which
would be set up by City
Council, offers a way to require
and enforce payments from all
the affected homeowners with a
non-ad valorem assessment set
up for the purposes of funding
dredging and the ongoing
maintenance associated with it.
Flowers said that in the other districts that he has set up the majority of
residents were in favor of doing so.
Baker estimated that more than 75
percent of her neighbors are interested
in learning more about the process.
She said the next step is to circulate a petition to neighbors on the
affected streets to verify residents’
interest in the special tax district that
would fund the creek’s dredging.

Classic Charm
in Granada!
Yazan Khatib, MD, FACC, FSCAI, FABVM, FSVM
Vaqar Ali, MD, FACC, FSCAI, FABVM
Sumant Lamba, MD, FACC, FSCAI
Youssef Al-Saghir, MD, FACC, FSCAI, FABVM
Omer Zuberi, MD, FACC, FSCAI, FABVM
Juzar Lokhandwala, MD, RPVI, RVT, FACC, FSCAI
Daniel Thielemann, MD
Rajul Parikh, MD
David Weisman, MD
Andrea DeNeen, MD, FACC
Khawar Shaikh, MD, FACC, FSCAI
Vatsal Inamdar, MD
Ameeth Vedre, MD
Satish Goel, MD, FACC
Morhaf Ibrahim, MD
Brett Sasseen, MD, FACC
Imraan Ansaarie, MD
Michael Illovsky, MD, FACC

SERVICES:
Cardiology
Interventional Cardiology
Electrophysiology
Endovascular Medicine
Sleep Medicine
Neurology
Nuclear Cardiology
Echocardiography
Vascular Ultrasound
Cardiovascular Cath Lab

Our team strives to reach everyday victories
improving the longevity and quality of
the lives of our patients, especially those
who have been toldthere is no hope. With
compassion and grace we offer cardiovascular
diagnostic and therapeutic services from
highly skilled medical professionals. It’s
our job to provide selﬂess treatment to all
who seek our expertise with an unwavering
standard of innovation, care and compassion
because every day should be a victory.

HOSPITALS WE ATTEND:
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www.ﬁrstcoastcardio.com
JACKSONVILLE

ORANGE PARK

ST. AUGUSTINE

MACCLENNY

PALATKA

SEBRING

904.493.3333 904.644.0092 904.436.6420 904.493.3333 386.325.2836 863.314.6354
FCCI ACCEPTS OVER 250 INSURANCE PLANS INCLUDING TRICARE

Sarah Hewett, REALTOR®

904.334.3104
Sarah@SarahHewett.com

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Afﬁliates, LLC.

Beautifully updated, yet
traditional 2-story, 3 bd/2.5 ba
home in Granada. Hardwood
ﬂoors, arched doorways,
4045 Alhambra Drive W. marble ﬁreplace, and built in
bookshelves throughout. Updated
Kitchen with center island and stainless steel appliances. Master suite with
walk-in closet and elegantly updated bathroom. Fully renovated Jack-n-Jill
bathroom. Additional Florida room and study/library/ﬂex room on 1st ﬂoor.
Bright Family Room opens up to spacious screened porch that overlooks the
fenced backyard and gorgeous tree canopy. Detached 2.5 car garage.
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Towering ‘stealth’ cell tower toppled by committee
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

by the Florida East Coast railroad,”
stated Councilman Lumb in an email
to The Resident. “Because the
Despite recommendation by the
required landscaping would have
Planning and Development
encroached on the portion of the
Department to
FEC’s right-of-way
approve a railroadthat, for operational
side cellular tower,
purposes, it keeps
at the end of the
clear of vegetation,
“Because the required
day, vegetation
the applicant
landscaping would have sought a waiver.”
ruled.
On May 8 the
Under the rules
encroached on the portion of the TRC, an
Tower Review
Committee, by
applicant may be
of the FEC’s right-of-way entitled to a “harddenying a landscape waiver,
ship waiver” unless
that,
for
operational
essentially toppled
the hardship is selfthe application by
or selfpurposes, it keeps clear of created
Dynan Group and
imposed. “Since
PI Telecom
applicant had
vegetation, the applicant the
Infrastructure to
only considered the
erect a 150-foot
FEC property just
sought a waiver.”
cellular tower in a
north of River Oaks
right-of-way near
Road for the celluRobin Lumb
the Florida East
lar tower, and
Tower Review Committee
Coast railway
because it never
where it crosses
considered any
River Oaks Road.
other potential location in the area
Opponents to the application, such
including potential locations between
as the San Marco Preservation Society Philips Highway and I-95, the TRC
and developer Steve Cissel, felt that
determined that the hardship was, in
the camouflaged unipole tower, to be
effect, self-imposed and therefore
erected for AT&T, would have domidenied the landscape waiver,” Lumb
nated the view from Alexandria Oaks
concluded.
Park on the west side and Cissel’s
Although there is an existing 135proposed development Jackson
foot tower less than 900 feet away, it
Square and Philips Highway on the
is not high enough for AT&T anteneast side.
nas, according to the report.
The Tower Review Committee,
Advocates for current and future
consisting of Councilmen Matt
San Marco residents were happy with
Schellenberg, Robin Lumb, Ray Holt, the outcome.
and Planning Commissioners Lisa
Cissel, who is planning a multi-use
King and Jerry Lee Friley, voted three development nearby, was particularly
to two to reject the requested landconcerned about the location of the
scape waiver which, had they
proposed tower. “These towers are
approved it, would have advanced to
sort of obnoxious, particularly where
the Planning Commission for further
they wanted to put it. A large tower
consideration.
already exists near the railroad tracks
“The proposed placement of the
off St. Augustine Road and River
cellular tower was on property owned Oaks,” he stated.

Projection of what proposed cell tower would look like

Objections were also
voiced by the San Marco
Preservation Society, as
the tower was slated to be
installed immediately
adjacent to Alexandria
Oaks Park (formerly
known as FEC Park).
“There was no reason,
as far as I could tell, why
the tower couldn’t have
been located to the south
side of River Oaks Road in the FEC
right-of-way. There it would be
obscured from view by trees, and it
would not have been visible in a clear
shot from anywhere except the railroad crossing,” said Andrew Dickson,
SMPS Parks Chair. “The parcel in
question extends to both sides of the
railroad crossing. The tower company
was quite adamant that it could not be
located in any other place.”

RIVERFRONT HORSE FARM

9405 SR 13 – 5+ ACRES
Newer Home, Cottages & Paddocks

MLS#719013

$1,500,000

Proposed cell tower location is within
the FEC right-of-way north of the
railroad crossing at River Oaks Road

Mary Toomey, president of SMPS,
said the organization opposed the cell
tower for a number of reasons. “It
does not meet the minimum distance
requirements from parks nor the landscaping requirements of the
Ordinance Code,” she said. “The
tower would be an eyesore not only
for all the neighbors whose houses
border Alexandria Oaks Park but also
for the many users of the park.”

SAN JOSE RIVERFRONT
8112 W. JOSE CIRCLE
5 bedrooms / 6 baths / 5,574

MLS#717849

$1,350,000

RIVERFRONT

SAN JOSE - ALL BRICK BEAUTY

5380 CLIFTON ROAD
5 bedrooms / 3 Full & 2 half baths / 5,661

3798 CATHEDRAL OAKS PLACE
4 bedrooms / 3 full baths / 3,018

SAN MARCO RIVERFRONT VIEWS

SAN MARCO BUNGALOW

840 CEDAR STREET
3 bedrooms / 2 baths / 1,650

2743 GREEN BAY LANE
2 bedrooms / 1 bath / 1,066

MLS#715045

MLS#715720

$1,125,000

$200,000

MLS#716703

MLS#719007

$375,000

$200,000

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Baptist Health
employee named 25th
ASRT life member
The American
Society of
Radiologic
Technologists
has awarded life
membership to
Baptist Health’s
Ginger S. Griffin.
She is the 25th
ASRT member
elevated to life
member status
since the group’s
inception in 1938.
Griffin graduated from Baptist’s School of
Radiologic Technology in 1966 and immediately began working at Baptist as staff technologist, and now, with nearly 50 years of experience at Baptist, works in compliance and
accreditation.
“I’m honored to be elevated to an ASRT life
member, but I could not have done it without
the support of my Baptist Health family,” said
Griffin.
An ASRT member since 1966, Griffin also
served as president of the Florida Society of
Radiologic Technologists, which awarded her
life member status in 1990. She is also a life
member of the Jacksonville Society of
Radiologic Technologists and an honorary life
member of the Missouri Society of Radiologic
Technologists.
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Wine Cellar celebrates
40 years on Southbank
Vicki Dugan’s relationship with her pride and joy has lasted
longer than many marriages. When she opened the doors to the
Wine Cellar in 1974, she may not have realized what dedication it
would take to be one of the City’s premier dining spots after all
these years.
“In 1974, when Wine Cellar opened, there were few upscale
restaurants, unlike today when there are numerous ones,” said
Dugan. “To still be here after all these years took more dedication
and hard work than I can begin to explain.”
Dugan chose the restaurant’s location in part because it could be
seen by many people working in the former Gulf Life Building (currently
River Place Tower).
“It was appealing because of the large oak trees and it was
available. That turned out to be a very fortunate choice because the
Southbank has continued to grow unlike other areas that were popular
at the time,” Dugan explained. “Needless to say, Jacksonville has
changed considerably over the past 40 years.”
The successful restaurateur was also very fortunate to have hired

some employees early on who are still with her. “I cannot begin to
explain the importance of that. I love these people and appreciate their
loyalty more than I can possibly express,” she said.
What’s next after four decades serving the residents of Jacksonville?
“The growth of Jacksonville forces us to continually strive to be better.
People tend to navigate toward new restaurants and to survive we have
to actually work harder than ever before and stay current with food
trends,” concluded Dugan. “This keeps us from becoming complacent.”
The Wine Cellar officially celebrates its anniversary this month and
Dugan has some treats in store. Longtime customers look forward to
her annual summer specials and this year will be no different.

Three honored as outstanding
community trustees

Large grants
sweet music to
Conservatory’s ears

Toni Crawford;
William C. Mason; and
Isabelle Owen Spence

The Northeast Florida ConservatoryMandarin was awarded two sizeable
grants from Hall-Halliburton Foundation,
including $10,000 for Laura’s Friends –
the philanthropic outreach project that
takes music to underprivileged and
$25,000 for the Conservatory’s mission to
bring music to the community. Presenting
the checks to Executive Director Richard
Dickson are Fran Moulder and Mark
Pavlik from the Foundation Board.

Leadership Jacksonville, a program that develops youth and
adult leaders in Northeast Florida, honored three members as outstanding community trustees at its late April Celebration 2014.
William Mason, of San Marco, was recognized for more than 20
years in leadership at Baptist Health, past chairman of the JAX
Chamber, JAXPORT, Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. (JCCI)
and the Florida Hospital Association.
The organization also recognized Toni Crawford and Isabelle
teer service award. Jill Mero, a Realtor with Watson Realty, Owen Spence for their long and productive roles as leaders in
is a volunteer whose Heart Care program treats heartworm Northeast Florida. Crawford served as chair of the Jacksonville
positive dogs at Jacksonville’s Animal Care and Protective Children’s Commission and the Duval County Early Learning
Services Shelter, preventing the animals from being eutha- Coalition. Spence served as Leadership Jacksonville’s executive
nized. Her efforts in saving 404 dogs brought resulted in a director from 2001-2013 and is currently serving as vice chair of the
dramatic drop in the euthanasia rate at the city shelter,
Board of Trustees of Memorial Hospital and is a member of the
earning Jacksonville national recognition.
Women’s Giving Alliance.

Local realtor receives recognition, nomination for EVE awards
On Friday, June 6, EVE turns 45 and will honor 12
finalists and announce three winners in its annual citywide recognition of women’s accomplishments in education, volunteer service and employment. Thus far, EVE
has bestowed 139 golden apple trophies, four EVEs of
the Decade and 14 Lifetime Achievement awards.
One St. Nicholas resident is a finalist for the volun-

More than 3,000 dreams granted in 30 years
Back in 1984, George Lee, 17,
loved the game of golf. Thanks to
the late Thomas McGehee and his
wife Delia, the young man with cystic
fibrosis was the first to have his
dream come true through what later
became Dreams Come True.
McGehee arranged for Lee to play in the TPC
Pro-Am with golf legend Fred Couples. After the
round, Couples gave Lee his driver, which was
buried with the young man a year later.
Now, 30 years later, the locally based wishgranting nonprofit has granted nearly 3,200
dreams. According to Dreams Come True
Community Relations Manager Andrea Siracusa,
the organization grants between 140 and 160
dreams a year, costing on average $6,000.
The nonprofit is 100 percent community
funded and has a dedicated staff that builds relationships with companies and individuals who
donate toward the cause.
“To this date, we’ve never denied an eligible

child a dream and we’ve never had a
waiting list. Our numbers of dreams are
growing every year, as is the cost of our
dreams, and we can’t always get everything donated for a dream,” said
Siracusa. “We’re trying to make the
dreams even bigger and better, so more
support is always needed. We’ll never go to a
child and say ‘We can’t do your dreams because
we don’t have the funds.’ That’s not an option
for us.” Located at 6803 Southpoint Parkway,
Dreams Come True has a partnership with local
hospitals, physicians and social workers to get
dreamers. The child must be between the ages
of 2-1/2 and 18, battling a life-threatening illness
and live in or be treated on the First Coast.
Dreams range from celebrity meet-and-greets
to trips, cruises, backyard play equipment and
bedroom makeovers, to new pets. Some dreams
take a year to put together, depending on the
type of dream, but Dreams Come True has also
turned dreams around in 24 hours.
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“This was by far the most
professional & efﬁcient
experience I have had.”
Valerie F.
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transaction along on a timely
basis.” David V.
“Jon is Great - A True
Professional!” Kenneth S.
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Food trucks Rain doesn’t dampen bike
to work turnout
win fight
to stay
Downtown

The team from Open Road Bicycles in
San Marco posing with Mayor Alvin
Brown and Councilman Don Redman

For all intents and purposes, the
food fight is over. After five public
meetings, from Feb. 25 to Apr. 7, an
amendment to Chapter 250
(Miscellaneous Business
Regulations) of the Municipal Code
will soon be introduced to City
Council that will allow “mobile
food dispensing vendors” to operate
downtown without excessive restrictions.
The amendment, in summary,
does not prohibit food trucks from
operating near brick and mortar
restaurants as long as they remain at
least 50 feet away, provide trash
receptacles, and restrict free-standing signage to three feet in height
and six square feet in area, located
within five feet of the vehicle.

The bike ride organizers said the Bike to Work Day event on May 15 was
the most successful one they’ve done, with over 65 riders participating, most
originating as groups from bicycle shops on both sides of the river. Mayor
Alvin Brown and District 4 Councilman Don Redman joined them on the ride
to City Hall from the Times-Union building.
“Jacksonville is at a turning point to become a more bike-friendly city,” said
Mayor Alvin Brown. “Both public and private efforts are making a difference.
The City of Jacksonville has hired its first-ever bike and pedestrian coordinator, Denise Chaplick, to make this a priority. With the combined efforts of all
stakeholders, we can expand and improve the opportunities for safe biking in
Jacksonville. It’s important to our community for many reasons, from public
safety to health and fitness to quality of life and downtown vitality.”

The amendment, in summary,
does not prohibit food trucks
from operating near brick and
mortar restaurants as long as
they remain at least 50 feet away,
provide trash receptacles, and

Growler bill dies in House
Florida beverage laws remain
unchanged, thanks to the House of
Representatives. Although the Senate
passed its highly restrictive bill (SB
1714) 30 votes to 10 (those against

restrict free-standing signage to
three feet in height and six
square feet in area, located within
five feet of the vehicle.

Food truck vendors may only
operate in the Hemming Plaza area
on Thursdays and Fridays (as is currently the case), cannot park in
metered spaces and must obtain permission from any lot owners before
setting up operations.
The bill will create several new
subsections to what is currently a
single paragraph in the Municipal
Code, putting in writing the requirements for licenses, permits, indemnifications, insurance, and violations
and enforcements.

included Audrey Gibson and Aaron
Bean), Dana Young, the House majority whip, suggested that the bill would
not be heard on the House floor in its

last session – and it was not.
Even though the beverage laws
were not changed to allow for the sale
of 64 ounce growlers, craft brewers
are celebrating their victory to be able
to continue to sell pre-packaged containers of their own
products without being forced
to go through a distributor.
The fight, however, is most
likely not over. A group of
craft beer supporters have
organized to educate and advocate on behalf of Florida breweries. Ben Davis, owner of
Intuition Ale Works, has suggested that the Florida Brewers
Guild form a political action
committee to allow non-brewery owners to support legislative efforts of the Guild.
Davis is putting his money
where his mouth is. During a
post-legislative session wrapup at his brewery last month, Davis
committed a one dollar donation for
every pint sold that night, to benefit
this political action committee

Fishing tournament
celebrates legacy
on Father's Day
weekend

A tradition for the fishing community
on Father’s Day weekend, the 7th
Annual Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore
Slam Fishing Tournament is scheduled
for June 14. This is the second year for
the Junior Anglers Division, open for
children ages four to 15.
The tournament will be held at
Beach Marine, located at 2315 Beach
Blvd. at the Intracoastal Waterway.
Beach Marine provides ample space
and parking for on-shore activities and
participation from the community.
All proceeds from the tournament
are used to fund the Clay Roberts
Memorial Scholarship at Bishop Kenny
High School.
Entry Fee/ Registration: Entry Fee
is $110 per boat prior to June 1, 2014,
and $210 per boat through June 13.
Registration closes at the end of the
Captain’s Meeting scheduled for
Friday, June 13, 7 p.m. at the Mudville
Grille, 3105 Beach Blvd.
Tournament Schedule: The
tournament begins at “safe light” on
Saturday, June 14, and weigh-in will be
2 to 4 p.m. and is open to the public.
Food and festivities begin at 3 p.m.
and awards ceremony at 5 p.m.
Weather date will be Sunday, June 15.
Tournament Awards: Prizes will be
awarded for 1st through 3rd place on a
slam of all three species (Redfish,
Speckled Trout and Flounder) as well
as 1st through 3rd place for each
individual species, for a total of
$10,500 in prizes.
The Clay Roberts Memorial
Scholarship is funded by proceeds
from the Clay Roberts Memorial
Inshore Slam Fishing Tournament, private donations, and other fund raising
events sponsored by In River Or
Ocean, Inc., 1625 Atlantic Blvd.,
Jacksonville, FL 32207, t
hroughout the year. For more information or to register online, go to
FishWithClay.com or call
(904) 384-0775.

The Permanent Solution:
Simply the Best Gutter Protection.

(904) 493-1311
MANUFACTURED IN JACKSONVILLE
LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS ALSO AVAILABLE

Limited Time

OFFER

Solution

UP TO

Problem

*Offers cannot be combined. Expires 6-30-14. Call for more details. Must be presented at time of estimate. Offer subject to change
without notice. Not valid with any other offers and/or promotions. Void where prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

$250
OFF

or

FIRST TWO
PAYMENTS FREE
ON ALL FINANCED
PURCHASES
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Annual SMPS Beautification Awards acknowledge the efforts of locals
In a moment of déjà vu, for the
second year in a row Diane Martin,
immediate past president, opened the
spring meeting of the San Marco
Preservation Society at Aardwolf
Brewery.
The agenda was short and sweet:
talk about accomplishments, present
beautification awards, induct new
officers.
Among the accomplishments mentioned were some serious efforts:
review of the proposed East San
Marco development and the anticipated traffic issues; prevention of the
closing of the San Marco Library and
Balis Community Center; opposition
to a proposed cellular tower near
Alexandria Oaks Park, and development of a programming agreement
for Balis Center with the University
of North Florida, Florida State
College and Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute.
Awards were presented to Jed and
Jill Davis, Dan and Ann Scavilla and
Brad and Heather Arrowsmith for the
renovations of their homes; to Ed and
Roya Ashurian for the development
of San Marco Station at Nira and
Hendricks; to Sam and Kiley Efron
for the addition to Taverna from the
space formerly known as Mimi’s; to
Arben Daragjali, for the renovation of
three properties and to Barry Adeeb,
for renovation of San Marco Diner
into Beach Diner.
New officers for 2014-2015
include Mary Toomey, president;
Andrew Dickson, president-elect;
Meghan Moore, secretary; Jim
Stevens, treasurer, and Diane Martin
will serve again as immediate past
president. Rob Smith was inducted as
a director emeritus, joining Zim
Boulos, Lori Boyer, Barbara Hall and
Suzanne Perritt.

Linda
Strickland
REALTOR®

Brad and Heather
Arrowsmith,
renovation of 1313
River Oaks Road
Dan and
Ann Scavilla,
renovation of
1999 River Road

Kiley Efron,
Taverna addition/
renovation of
adjoining space

Roya and
Ed Ashurian,
development of San
Marco Station/
Panera Bread

Jill and Jed Davis,
renovation of
2312 River Road

www.janieboyd.com

904-881-4811

lindastrickland@comcast.net

Your San Marco
Resident and Realtor!

1021 Sorrento Road
$949,000
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Time is precious.
You know how precious time is — those special moments with the ones you love. But do you
know the importance of time and state-of-the-art expertise when it comes to stroke? Would you
recognize the symptoms and know what to do?
Time lost is brain lost. And new, advanced treatments, when received in time, can mean the
difference between devastating loss and life as you imagined.
Baptist Stroke & Cerebrovascular Center is the new regional epicenter for advanced
treatment of all strokes, aneurysms and other brain conditions. Two of the most highly regarded
neurovascular surgeons in the country, working with expert neurologists, neuroradiologists and
multidisciplinary teams, perform groundbreaking, minimally invasive procedures unavailable at
most hospitals.
And our multi-site system of stroke care now offers everyone in the region fast access to these
life-saving options. That means we can now offer more families more precious time together.
That’s changing health care for good.

Time is
brain.

© Baptist Health 2014

Visit baptistjax.com to learn more.
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Betty Altee and the
St. Joseph’s Class of 1949
Altee’s connection with
Catholic schools extends way before
she was born. Her mother, born in
1904, was taught in Mandarin by the
The St. Joseph Catholic School
Nuns of St. Joseph, a group founded
class of 1949 has been faithfully
in LePuy, France, whose original
meeting once a month for the last sev- eight members came to Florida in
eral years. In the past, they had the
1866 to teach and evangelize. The
usual major
movement continreunions, and
ued, and nuns
Betty Altee
even some yearfrom the order
playing
ly get-togethers,
extended their
basketball
but the recent
teaching into
monthly meetpublic schools
ings have been
after the turn of
faithfully attendthe century.
ed and thorAltee grew up
oughly enjoyed.
in Springfield in
Many mema rental house
bers of the class
owned by her
have helped, but
paternal grandBetty Altee has
mother.
been particularly
“We lived in
instrumental in
a duplex on
the get-togethCottage Street
ers, regularly
that is still there.
sharing tidbits
There were two
from past years
brick apartment
and bringing
buildings next
lots of memodoor, and a chilries. For examdren’s home
ple, this month,
across the street.
she is bringing
We used to play
information
with all the little
from the
orphans,” recolDiocese of St.
lects Altee. “My
Augustine
three bachelor
about one of
uncles lived
their teachon Hubbard
ers, Sister
Street in sevPeter, who
eral other
taught at the
houses that
school for
my grandmany
mother
decades.
owned. One
“Don’t
house was
St. Joseph’s
tell – I want
left in trust
Cheerleaders
them to be
and couldn’t
1946
surprised,”
be sold until
Altee smiles, delighted to have found
all three of them died. Atlantic Bank
out Sister Peter’s age when she taught was built next door, and the house litand her death date. “We thought she
erally sat in their parking lot for years
was an old lady when she first taught
until the bank was finally able to buy
us, and she was still there, looking the it for $10,000.”
same, after we graduated from high
When she was eight years old,
school. We had no idea how old she
Altee’s family built a house on Dante
was.”
Place (pronounced like “Danny” by
BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

longtime Jacksonvillians). She went to
Assumption through eighth grade,
which was located on Gary Street
then, and to St. Joseph’s for high
school. Altee waited on the corner
each morning to catch the bus to get
to St. Joseph’s, which was located
downtown at 7th and Market streets.
“A couple of my neighbors worked
downtown, and if they saw me waiting at the corner, they would give me
a ride to school,” said Altee. “It was a
different time then. I played basketBetty Altee Senior photo
ball in high school, and we would
come back from out of town
games at ten o’clock at
night. We would catch the
bus to get to Main Street, to
get another bus back home.
No one ever bothered us.”
St. Joseph’s was located
in a three-story building
downtown. The first floor
housed the grade school, the
second floor contained living quarters for the nuns,
and the third floor housed
Betty and
the kindergarten and high
friends
school. The basketball
1949
teams had an outside practice court, and when it
rained or they were the host
team for a game, they had to
rent the gym at Andrew
Jackson High School.
Surprisingly, students were not
tell us how to grow and live and other
required to go to mass. There was a
chapel at the school, and the nuns had things.”
St. Joseph’s closed its doors in
mass each morning before school,
which was open to the students if they 1952, as did the other two Catholic
schools in town – Immaculate
wanted to go.
Conception and St. Paul’s – when
“I never went because I never got
Bishop Kenny High School opened.
there that early,” remembered Altee.
Yet, the great memories and friend“We did have a retreat once a year at
the church, where the priest would get ships live on – particularly in the
Class of 1949.
us together for a couple of days and

LD

SO
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

1287 Avondale Avenue

LD

SO

3741 Riverside Avenue

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

Lawn Service
& Maintenance
· Satisfaction Guaranteed
· Licensed & Insured
· 19 Years Experience

I just sold
these homes,
call me to
Connect you
to your
New
Neighborhood.

TOMLINSON
Lawn Service

Freae tes!
Estim
Call James or
Debra Tomlinson
t

LD

SO

5120 Charlemagne Road

LD

SO

4997 Morven Road
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Afﬁliates, LLC.
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Remembering the Philips Highway corridor

BY LAURA JANE PITTMAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Regular contributor David Gum
once again provides interesting and
detailed memories of a particular part
of town – in this case, the Philips
Highway corridor between Atlantic
and University boulevards. Who
remembers back in the late
1990s/early 2000s when the city finally changed all the Philips Highway
street signs to be consistent? Before
then, half were spelled “Phillips” and
half “Philips.” Gum’s memories take
us back to when no one likely knew
the correct spelling, nearly 50 years
ago:
“The corridor is only about three
miles long and consists of Philips
Highway between Atlantic and
University boulevards. Today, it’s a
collage of towing companies, trailer

parks, and old motels punctuated by a
Wal-Mart and scads of used tire stores.
By night, it morphs into the soft
underbelly of Southside’s social scene.
Hustlers brazenly ply their trades. The
street sign at Philips and John Street
now seems emblematic and makes me
chuckle.
“What a difference fifty years and
an interstate make. I recall Jax’s southern gateway as being something of a
‘Grand Strand.’ In the 1950s, Philips
and John Street was the heart of
‘South Jacksonville’s $5,000,000
Motor Court Area.’ No fewer than 15
mom-and pop-motels lined the highway from Atlantic Boulevard to
Emerson Street. If your parents bought
a new car, it was probably from one of
the many dealerships on the strip –
Platt Pontiac, Langley Olds, MasseyMixon Dodge, and Gordon Thompson
Chevrolet, to name a few.

(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com

$25 OFF
Any Service Call.
Valid for new service calls only.
Expires 6/30/14

Residential
&
Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
416 Ryan Ave.
Jacksonville
State Cert. #CFC056489

s %XPERT 2EPAIRS  2EPIPING
s "ACKmOWS )NSTALLED
s 7ATER (EATER 3ERVICE  )NSTALLATION
s 466IDEO 3EWER ,INE )NSPECTIONS
s 5NDER 3LAB ,EAKS
s 3EWER  $RAIN 3ERVICE
s "ATH  +ITCHEN 2EMODELING
s 3HOWER 0AN  4ILE 7ORK

“My family
lived in South
Shores, only a
quarter mile from
the busy intersection of Atlantic
and Philips
(Times Square).
Some of my
favorite memories are of dining at the array
of first class
restaurants
along U.S. 1 as
a kid with my
family and then as a young adult.
Dinner on Philips usually meant the
Chicken Shanty or Howard Johnson’s.
However, on special days, my dad
would treat us to Strickland’s Town
House, the Green Turtle (later
Brewmaster’s), Swain’s Charcoal
Steakhouse, or Trader Glick’s. All
were great places, with several featuring live entertainment. This was an era
when fine dining often included a visit
to the restaurant’s lounge to listen to
music. It was part of the ‘evening out.’
Does anybody remember the great trio
that played in Swain’s for years or Pat
Cole Henry tickling the ivories at
Strickland’s? Philips Highway was a
destination for epicureans citywide.
“I still think of our 1970 Wolfson
prom – my girlfriend and I gazing at
each other, full of angst and desire.
That’s right. We knew that soon we
would be devouring steak and lobster
at the Green Turtle – sans parents. And
we couldn’t wait.
“I was eight in 1960 when Philips
Highway Plaza opened. It was the
largest suburban shopping center in
town – with a Food Fair grocery store,

Harvest
House
Cafeteria,
and dozens
of smaller
businesses,
all anchored
by a
Montgomery
Wards
department
store. It was
big-time
shopping
without going
downtown.
“As a young
musician, I played in two ‘Battle of
the Bands’ at the plaza. Too bad these
festive events don’t seem to occur anymore. Amateur bands, no matter how
bad, could compete for gift certificates
and such. More importantly, girls were
watching. I recall most of the other
bands were older guys that sounded
better than us.
“From junior high at Landon
through high school, much of my
leisure time was spent at Bowl-aRama on Philips. Whether they
bowled or not, Wolfson and
Englewood teens by the scores used
the alley as their meeting place and
springboard for other nocturnal
activities.
“The restaurants, motor courts,
shopping center, bowling alley and
most of the car dealerships are long
gone. I-95 gradually robbed the boulevard of its grandeur. For those who
remember, I urge them to stand in
front of Chopstick Charley’s and the
Joe Motel. Look around, and you will
perhaps feel a flicker of the vibrancy
that once was Philips Highway.”

New Waterfront Listing!

San Marco Real Estate
Specialists Since 1983

(904) 396-6456

www.RiverPointRealEstate.com

Southern elegance and the rare opportunity to be close
to nature– yet minutes from downtown. Call us today
to hear details about this lovely waterfront home.
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The Windsor caters to your time, your lifestyle

Just as retirement no longer means hauling the rocker out to the porch and watching
life steadily pass by, post-retirement also has
a new definition. The Windsor’s definition for
those special golden years includes words
such as “community” “social life” “activity” and
“family.”
The Windsor’s planned community for 94
residents creates a lifestyle that evokes the
spirit of an era when neighbors knew neighbors and time well spent was getting to know
your closest friends even better. You won’t feel
like a number, you’ll feel like you belong in this
restful, well planned community.
Whether you’re in the
elegant living room or
the cozy media
room, friends
will gather in
the morning
for a cup of
coffee or later
watch the
evening news
together over a
glass of wine. On a
nice day, bask in the sun in
the courtyard to the soothing sound
of water falling softly from the fountain.
But don’t sit too long! Studies indicate that
sedentary behavior is a major risk factor for
future physical disability. Get off the comfy
couch and get moving in a variety of activities,
choosing a different one each day to keep
your mind and body alert.
Start with a walk along the perimeter of the
property or visit the Wellness Center for a mild
aerobic workout. After a therapeutic massage
or a soak in the specialized Harmony Day
Spa, drop in at the library to read or work a
puzzle, or visit the game room for a rousing
round of your favorite board or card game.
The best thing about The Windsor is that
your voice matters. If you don’t see an activity

that suits your lifestyle, suggest it at the
weekly Corner Talk with the director, Jennifer
Stratton. But chances are you’ll find there
aren’t enough hours in the day to take advantage of all the great programs.
When you move into The Windsor, you
will partake in more activities and classes
than you’ve ever done. When you were married and bringing up a family, it was all about
the children, the house or the many other
responsibilities. Now your new lifestyle allows
it to all be about you, your grandchildren and
making new memories!
If you’ve always been competitive in nature, there’s
opportunity to win
some bragging
rights when you
join the Wii
Bowling
Tournament.
Perhaps
movies are your
passion and the
older, the better!
Grab a plush theater
seat and a bucket of popcorn for a Wednesday matinee or
an evening at the movies in
Oscar’s Theater.
But don’t worry about
losing touch with family and
friends; they are all welcome
at The Windsor, from your
best friend to your favorite
grandchildren, the amenities
cater to visitors. Reservations
for use of the private dining
room or the Country Kitchen
– both ideal for family celebrations – to the charming
bistro, open 24 hours a day,
where guests can help themselves to coffee or a cappuccino while you get ready for

your visit, there are many comfortable places
to entertain.
For family who live farther away, stop in at
the Computer Center and chat online with
friends and family. The Windsor staff will help
you learn about social media, set up a
Facebook account or initiate a Skype chat
session – a live conversation on the computer
with relatives and friends.
When you’re worn out by the activities
you’ve enjoyed, retire to your well-appointed
apartment to put your feet up for a brief rest
before dinner in the restaurant-style dining
room. The executive chef, Anrique Narciso,
will have several freshly prepared entrees
from which to choose, including heart healthy options.
If this sounds like the
lifestyle you’ve been planning
on for your Golden Years,
The Windsor welcomes you.
Once you move in, be sure to
volunteer for the Ambassador
Program. You can be part of
The Windsor welcome
wagon, event planning committee, or participate in community outreach activities for
opportunities to give back,
continuing your life’s purpose
or developing a new one.

The Windsor Assisted Living & Memory Care, 5939 Roosevelt Boulevard. A mission
to service. A passion for care. Please call (904) 353-9500 for an appointment.

MOCAJACKSONVILLE.ORG
April 26 – August 24, 2014

April 25: Attend the Patrons’
and Members’ Preview
Thursday Nights: Enjoy
Free Admission and Tours
ROGER BALLEN: Resemblance. From “The Selma Blair Witch Project: Fall’s Dark Silhouettes Have
a Way of Creeping Up on You,” published October 30, 2005. Courtesy the artist/Gagosian Gallery.

Exhibition organized by
the Aperture Foundation,
New York

This project is supported
in part by an award from
the National Endowment
for the Arts

Curated by Kathy Ryan
and Lesley A. Martin
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Chair Meg Kuchar
with Co-Chair
Emily Dostie

COLLECTORS’ CHOICE
A CROWD PLEASER

Christina Mershell, Carol Harrison,
Diane Boyle and Julie Handley

Dita Domonkos
and David Engdahl

Reed, the 2-year-old Golden Retriever
who is a Canine Companion for
Independence graduate and
Ronald McDonald House service dog

Russell and Susan Armistead

Area collectors are sharing some of their prized art
possessions with the community during a four-month
long exhibit at The Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens. At a VIP reception the evening before the
exhibit’s launch on May 16, members of the Ponce de
Leon Society enjoyed a special preview of works by
nearly 30 local collectors. Each painting, sculpture
and piece of furniture offers a glimpse of the story
behind the collector’s passion.
Alden Howell and
Benita Boyd

THE GREAT MCGALA
A HIT FOR RONALD
MCDONALD HOUSE
The Sawgrass Marriott Resort in Ponte Vedra Beach was
transformed into the celebratory event of the season as the The
Great McGala took place May 3. The event helps to share the
success stories and the role Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Jacksonville has played for all of its 25 years, helping children and families who are dealing with life threatening illnesses
and injuries. The ultimate goal is to provide families and loved
ones the opportunity to relax, unwind and remain calm in the
face of great difficulty.
During the many years of service children and their families,
fundraising goals have helped to provide the ‘home away from

Jourdan Loffredo
with Alexandra Boyle

home’ setting, as generous donors and patrons have helped to
make all things possible. Through unwavering support and community outreach, the humble beginnings on Jefferson Street in
1988 are a distant memory as the organization now boasts a 30bedroom house at the current location on Children’s Way, in the
San Marco neighborhood. The mission has remained strong,
illustrated by the increase in amenities, such as the Ronald
McDonald Family Room at Wolfson Children’s Hospital and
the Ronald McDonald CareMobile in conjunction with St.
Vincent’s Hospital, to name a few. For more information visit
http://rmhcjacksonville.org.

PINE CASTLE AT TCC

The biggest day in horse racing coincided with the biggest
day of fundraising for Pine Castle, as the second annual “Run for
the Roses” soiree took place at the Timuquana Country Club
May 3. Patrons donned their best with the ladies wearing their
best Derby hats as the gents tied up bowties, some even pulled
out seersucker suits for the occasion. The guests celebrated the
races with traditional Derby dining options and mint juleps all
while supporting the silent auction and goals of the organization.
Since 1952, Pine Castle has been enriching the lives of people
with developmental and acquired disabilities by providing opportunities to learn, work and lead meaningful lives in the Northeast
Florida community. Funds raised help to support the mission of
the school and continue programming at the school to help
nurture the spirits of those they serve.

Lauri Owens with Pine Castle
Executive Director Jon May

The Honorable Virginia Norton, Mercer Peek and Jackie Bargas

Cindy and
Jim Atnip

Board Members
Alicia Burst and
Jay Southerland

CHS Executive Director Kymberly Cook
with Chef Matthew Medure
Lee Mercier with Bobbie and Don Wiggins

Deborah McBurney with her husband,
State Rep. (R) Charles McBurney

Kathryn Ches, Ginny Rowland, Erica Mavon and Cheryl Leddy

AN EVENING OF TASTE
DRAWS LOCAL SUPPORT
It was an evening of fine food and
libations as Matthew’s of San Marco
rolled out the red carpet for guests for
the Children’s Home Society’s soiree.
The 12th Annual event titled An
Evening of Taste features the creations
of renowned Chef Matthew Medure
and his well honed culinary team. The
service included the very best handpicked menu items of fresh seasonal
cuisine paired with choice wines for
guests.
Live entertainment, the aroma of
freshly-muddled sangria and an excellent array of live and silent auction

items lined the tables, setting the stage
for generous patron participation.
The Children’s Home Society helps
provide safe, stable and nurturing
homes to some of our community’s
most fragile children. The donations
will go a long way in helping fund programs that work to break the cycles of
abuse in more families, heal the pain
for traumatized children, guide teens to
successfully transition into adulthood
and create strong, loving families
through adoption. The event took place
April 27, just off the San Marco
Square, at 2107 Hendricks Avenue.
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65 years championing hearing

Sharon Wagand, event chair, Wende Wilson, MOCA Guild president, Iva Larson, vice president,
Maureen Hermann, silent auction chair

MOCA Guild celebrates
museum anniversary
What began as the Jacksonville
Fine Arts Club, meeting in a YMCA
gym early last century, went through
six names before settling on the
Museum of Contemporary Art
Jacksonville in 2006. The MOCA
Guild, established in 1958 as the
Museum’s Women’s Guild, celebrated the museum’s 90th anniversary at

a luncheon last month at Epping
Forest Yacht Club. On display were
photo albums compiled by photographer Joanne Wilson, a Guild member
of 30 years. Nine decades and five
locations later, MOCA is a cultural
resource for the University North
Florida, whose partnership helps the
museum flourish.

At its 3rd annual Spring
Giving Luncheon, the
Jacksonville Speech and
Hearing Center acknowledged
special honorees Medtronic (a
key community corporate
partner) and Pilot
International (for hands-on
support and dedication) for
their efforts in ensuring that
no child or adult with speech
and hearing problems are
turned away. Also thanked
were presenting sponsor
Incepture and their marketing
specialist, Heidi Howell, who
offered her social media
expertise pro bono for a year.
Special thanks were extended
to The Delores Barr Weaver
Fund at The Community
Foundation for providing a 1:2
match on funds raised above
$20,000 at the luncheon. The
giving met the bar and the
center was happy to report
over $30,000 was raised.

Michael Darragh accepts an award on behalf of MedTronics from Bill
McQuilkin, executive director for Jacksonville Speech and Hearing

Marie Friedsan, Judy Cordes, Jane Davis, Marianne Hocker, Beverly Barrs, Ruth Lisso

Bill McQuilkin, Amy Ruth, Jay Wright

Linda Kinnealy (Presenting Sponsor Incepture),
Susan Faircloth, Betty Lou Watson
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San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas residents know that summer has officially arrived
when the seasonal “Concert in the Park” is
held in Fletcher Park. The series, of which
there are two each year, ushers in picnic

dinners, flying footballs, Frisbees and other
leisurely activities that accompany the live
music jamming from the steps of the old St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church. The event series is
sponsored by the San Marco Preservation
Society (SMPS). This year’s evening of
special guests was highlighted by the music of
No Clu, a special Watson Martial Arts
performance and local food trucks serving
crowd-pleasing favorites.
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Seeing red a good
thing at annual event

Joyce Wertz, Christina Haddad, Jacob and Lindsay Shilling

Olga Joos with Donna Meyers-Perry

Christina Diaz, Beth Mason, Kendall Foster, Sarah Shedlarski with (in front) Chip Cooke,
Cindy Gaines and Cathleen Cooke

Jon Walls and
Kiana Negron

Janna Perry and
Mollie Sumner

Tom Janning and
Suzanne Hendrix
with Camille Ott

Simone Nader, M.D. and Pamela Rama, M.D., are two of
the four female cardiologists on the team of Baptist Heart
Specialists. They were on hand, along with Dr. Mona Shad,
to review on-the-spot EKGs and speak at breakout sessions
for the Go Red for Women event at the Omni Hotel on May
23. The annual exhibit, luncheon and fashion show attracted
survivors of heart attacks and strokes, along with medical
professionals across the area.

Community First Natural Life Music
Festival raises $30,000 for great cause
The Community First Natural Life
Music Festival raised $30,000 for the
Children’s Home Society of Florida,
Buckner Division (CHS). With over
8500 attendees, the all-day music festival is Natural Life’s largest community giveback and their vision of the
perfect day to spend with family and
friends enjoying the little things in
life. Natural Life has been giving back
to the Children’s Home Society of
Florida, Buckner Division since 2001
when Natural Life began Crafternoon.

PAGE 22

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

JUNE 2014

RiverHops celebrates a milestone, supports NFSSE
Guy Cuddihee with Debi and Mike Gifford

Patrons at the North Florida
School of Special Education’s annual
fundraiser were blessed with beautiful
weather, a stunning location and
gourmet pairings sure to please any
palate. Guest chefs Matthew Medure
and Steven Schaefer teamed up to
provide the evening’s menu as guests
enjoyed the experience of two
seasoned chefs as they plated the fine
cuisine.

Anne McKenzie, Kathy and Jerry Weedon with Dr. John McKenzie

Mike and Pam Myers, James and Kim Sole with Chris and Melissa Fischer

The 5th Annual event, part of a
continuing series, was held May 17
at the home of Dr. Abhijit Deshmukh
along the banks of the St. Johns River
in the San Jose area. Funds raised
from the event help to foster growth
for the school as they work to
improve the lives of students with
mild to moderate intellectual
disabilities through the achievement
of academic, vocational, and social
skills.

NFSSE Executive Director Sally Hazelip with
Richard and Ginny Dostie

Todd and Cassie Outcalt with Church and Julie Steinkamp, Roger Woika and Brad Johnson

 !  " 
being the queen
of the pool

Emerging from the
Heart of Atlantic Beach
is a new country club community
that embodies the true essence
of a coastal lifestyle: Atlantic
Beach Country Club. A limited
opportunity featuring only 178
homesites, the community will
interact gracefully with the
newly designed Erik Larsen 18-hole
championship golf course. Owners
will enjoy close proximity to beach
access and a homeowner’s social
membership to the new club.
An Independently owned and operated
franchisee of BHH Afﬁliates, LLC

Now is the time to imagine your life
in Atlantic Beach Country Club.

1600 Selva Marina Drive, Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 | 904-241-2835

w w w. Atl a nti c B ea c h Co u nt r y Cl u b. co m

Feather
Your Nest

From their Nest to yours...
at prices to sing about.

s Designer furniture, home

decor, artwork, rugs
and lighting
s Upscale Consignment Services
s Interior Design Services
s 20,000 square foot showroom
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Stephen Jones, ambassador for Baby’s Bad Ass Burgers food truck

Fight AIDS cupcakes by Let Them Eat Cake
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Donna and Ken at Lola’s Burrito Joint

Local eateries help a good cause
Many local restaurants participated in the 9th annual Dining Out For
Life® fundraising event for the North Florida Aids Network’s food pantry.
The generous participation of volunteers, corporate sponsors, restaurants
and, of course, patrons helped to raise $20-25,000 for the Oak Street pantry,
which helps HIV Positive sufferers and their families.

Stephen Jones, director of development for NFAN, said “It’s an easy way
to give back because everyone dines out sometime.” The event takes place
the last Thursday in April each year and this year local participants included
bb’s, Matthews and Pizza Palace-San Marco and Harpoon Louie's, to name a
few.

Save the date for Delicious Destinations

Standing: Jean Grimsley, Neetal Oza, Lisa Quinlan, Angela Gilbert, Pilar Escuder, Jennifer Kaltman and Susan Wallis; seated: Nayla Chahlavi, M.D., Erica Connor, Charise Szwed, Debbie English, Natalie Potter and Jenny Parker

Committee members are hard at work finalizing the details about the 13th Annual Delicious Destinations culinary event to raise funds for the St. Vincent’s
Mobile Outreach Ministry, which focuses on the medically underserved, uninsured and underinsured. This year’s gourmet food and wine event will take place
Sept. 3-6 at two venues. For details, visit http://deliciousdestinationsjax.com/.
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Getting to know Bridget Pudimat

Pudimat, her family and the youth
group focus on raising money for
local charities, and on volunteering.
They hold car washes
Working as a volunand fundraisers to supteer with youth definiteGary and Bridget Pudimat
port Family Promise, a
ly snuck up on Bridget
charity close to
Pudimat, who works in
Pudimat’s heart
human resources. She
because it works to
never imagined how
help homeless families
she would enjoy spendwith children stay
ing many hours each
together in their time of
week with a group of
need.
middle school through
“As one of the groups
high school students,
who support
leading them through
Bridget
(right)
is
an
Family Promise,
a wide range of comactive member of her
we host a family
munity outreach activicongregation
at church and
ties and experiences.
turn space into a
After four years leading
temporary home
the youth group of St.
with everything
Mark’s Lutheran
they need for a
Church, Pudimat, with
week or two. We
husband Gary, their
cook with them or
daughter Jordan, 16,
provide meals,
and son Nolan, 14,
offer companioncan’t imagine life withship and play
out the group.
with the children
“Helping the youth
in our gym,”
and doing so many
Pudimat said “We
things with them is my
want the family’s life [to be] as normal
fun. Yes, I often feel I’m running
as possible.”
around like a crazy chicken, but
When a family moves into housing,
there’s such joy. When one of the kids
Pudimat and the youth volunteer with
has a tough time, I feel I can help,”
members of the congregation to refurshe said.“I’m doing things I might
bish their home, painting or doing
never have done – like a summer miswhatever is needed. Seeing how they
sion trip to Haiti.”

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
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Participating in a 2013
charity run

can help others in need is
a life lesson for teens who
may not realize that
hunger and homelessness exist in Jacksonville.
“We participate in
Cardboard City every
year, sponsored by Family
Promise, where we take
cardboard boxes to the
designated location and
build shelters to sleep in
overnight, even if it pours
rain like last year. It helps
to hear personal stories
from families in the
program. Teens are often

“As one of the groups who support Family Promise, we
host a family at church and turn space into a temporary
home with everything they need for a week or two. We
cook with them or provide meals, offer companionship
and play with the children in our gym,” Pudimat said “We
want the family’s life [to be] as normal as possible.”
unaware that they are attending
school with other youth experiencing
these social issues. Those in need may
try to hide the problems out of shame
or embarrassment,” she said.
To help fight hunger and raise
awareness in our community,
Pudimat, her family and the youth
group support the Nourishment

Network (formerly Second Harvest
Food Bank). They hold fundraisers, collect canned goods and volunteer in
the food bank’s warehouse.
The Pudimats leave with the youth
group June 7-14 to volunteer in Portau-Prince, Haiti helping the poor in
maternity, life and job skills programs.
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Happy pups make happy customers

Americans love their pets and it shows,
as the pet services industry is the seventh
largest retail industry in the U.S and pet
care is the fastest growing category in
retailing, according to Forbes Magazine,
BusinessWeek and the American Pet
Products Association.
In fact, according to Entrepreneur
Magazine, in tough economic times, pet
owners might scrimp on toys and other
products, but they will spend money to
ensure that their pets stay healthy and
happy. Companies – such as Happy
Hound Dog Resorts – which offer training,
day care, grooming and boarding are
miles ahead of the pack.
What puts Happy Hound Dog Resorts
heads and tails above other dog resorts is
the philosophy of owners Lisa Fine, Brian
Dineen and Jack Bobeck, who have set
up their dog resort in a much different way
than the norm. For Jacksonville – which
was rated the top city for pets by Movoto
Real Estate – this new facility just proves
the point.
“The standard has been, essentially, to
warehouse dogs. The dog goes in a kennel, stays in a kennel and comes out
about three times a day to go potty and
then they’re
back in a crate
or kennel,”
explained Fine,
who has spent
more than 30
years working
with animals.
Her degree
in psychology,
with a focus in
behavioral psychology, wasinvaluable when it came to
designing the resort space and its services. “Dogs need a lot of social interaction,
people interaction. If you’re just boarding
them in a kennel where they are in lockdown, it’s not good for them. They’re not

happy; there’s a lot of anxiety. I wanted to create a great place for dogs
and provide better services for what a
dog needs,” said Fine.
For instance, most doggy daycares
have a concrete floor that’s sealed –
making it easier to clean up – but
playing dogs run the risk of slipping
and getting hurt. Happy Hound Dog
Resorts’ rubber floors reduce that risk
of injury. Made of recycled tires, the
floors are easy to clean and help
reduce microbes and sanitation
issues.
For boarders, Bobeck and Fine
designed kennels from a high quality recycled plastic material, with solid doors three
quarters of the way up. Each kennel has a
raised bed, a blanket, and a one-inch thick
foam mat to prevent slips on spilled water.
Each boarder has a scorecard which lists
all services and interactions, providing
accountability among the staff.
The closed kennel provides privacy
when dogs are resting and relieves anxiety, according to Bobeck. “Most dogs,
when sitting down, don’t want to see other
dogs, unless they are family. We don’t
want to create animosity or anxiety among
the boarders.”
Not every dog
needs to be in a
kennel, even for
overnight boarding. Happy
Hound Dog
Resorts offers
indoor cage-free
boarding with
sofas, chairs,
toys, beds, a television, water fountain, and a climbing hill.
The room is large enough to create separate areas for smaller dogs.
“Kennel boarding includes playtime and
treats, and lots of human interaction. On
average, they will be out about three

hours each day, playing
and engaging,” Fine
noted.“We have 40 kennels;
and we can fit two small dogs in
one kennel. Some are family kennels – with pass-thrus that can be
closed off during feeding time.”
Fine put her education and her experience to work when designing the bathing
stations. Each sink has a sturdy set of
wooden stairs for large dogs to walk up
and into the sink. For smaller dogs, an
enclosed tub keeps them secure. After a
“no tears” shampoo, long-haired dogs
move to the drying table with blower to
ensure that the pups don’t get a chill while
there are ventilated air-drying cages for
short-haired dogs that don’t need a blower.
The 24/7 dog resort offers grooming
and spa services, Canine Life and Social
Skills training classes, educational courses for dog owners, and has offices set up
for local veterinarian visits, making it a
one-stop shop for the discerning dog
owner.
“We’ve tried to design this around what
dogs need. I won’t do anything to your
dogs that I would not want done to mine,”
Fine concluded.“We want clients to know
their dogs are safe, playing,
having a really good time. I don’t want
their dogs to be anxious; I want them to
enjoy themselves.”
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“I wanted to create a great place
for dogs and provide better
services for what a dog needs.”

Happy Hound Dog Resorts is
a 15,000 square foot facility
located at 4603 Shirley Ave.,
just off Blanding Blvd. You
can check them out online at
happyhounddogresorts.com,
but better yet, drop in with
your dog and leave it for a
brief stay while you run
errands. Call (904) 527-3893
for more details.
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Special salute
for military dads
Honoring fathers on the third Sunday in June has
been an official national holiday only since 1972,
but its roots go back to 1910 a year or two after the
seeds of a national Mother’s Day had been planted.
This feature honors local military veterans for
their service not only in the military, but as great
fathers to their families.
One might think that coming from a
family of military service would make
the lifestyle adjustments easier. But
even though Chris Rodman shares with
grandfather, father, two uncles and a
brother and sister the proud distinction
of serving his country, being away on
deployment is still difficult.
Rodman, who has been a specialist
in the U.S. Army for 13 years was
deployed in the Middle East for eight
months and missed some milestones,
such as son Gabriel’s first day of
kindergarten at San Jose Catholic
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In decades past, a career in the military often
resulted in frequently moving one’s family
around the country or all over the world. More
recently, a military career means that either or
both parents may be deployed for long periods of
time while the family copes at home.
For First Class Petty Officer Vannon Alonso,
an electrician mate in the U.S. Navy, the hardest
thing about serving in the military is what the frequent absences do to his family.
“As with all personnel who are in the military,
there is a requirement that I must spend large
amounts of time away from home which is
stressful in itself,” said Alonso. “When you add
in having a wife and children it just increases the
stress levels because I feel as though I should be
home being a father vs. spending a month here
and there gone followed by nine straight months
where I am lucky to be able to talk to my family
once a month.”
Unlike those times when military families
moved with the serving parent, Alonso’s family
doesn’t have that option, as he serves on board
the USS Gettysburg. “What’s worse is that my
children are still young enough that they don’t
understand why their daddy leaves and doesn’t
come back for a long time and then they tend to
take it out on my wife.”

School last fall. “Chris had discussed
the deployment with Gabriel a few
months before leaving,” said Kristine
Rodman. “Gabriel would just say that
he wanted daddy to be proud of him
and he ‘was the man of the house.’ He
helped with chores such as dishes,
laundry and taking the trash out. He
never cried for Daddy, only a few times
told me he missed him. He was so
brave, even when he was sick.”
The Lakewood resident is an
Emergency Room Technician at St.
Vincent’s Riverside. His wife Kristine

Vannon, Hailee, son Ruston (1) and daughter Raylee (3)

The first in his family to have a military career,
Alonso has been in the Navy almost nine years,
and while he enjoys his career path, sometimes
he has doubts.
“Although I know that the military is the right
choice for me and my family, I still have the
times where I feel as though I should have a
more active role in my family’s life instead of the
slightly more passive role I am forced to take
when I am needed elsewhere,” Alonso shared.

is head of The Cathedral School and
they have two sons, Gabriel (5) and
Greyson (2). The family attends San
Jose Catholic Church and Gabriel
attends school there.
Rodman’s return home was planned
as a surprise for his sons.
“I did not tell the boys that Daddy
was coming home. I went to the airport
to pick him up but told the boys I was
going grocery shopping and they stayed
at the house with their cousin,” shared
Kristine. “When we got home, Chris
was hiding in the van trunk; I went up
to the door and told Gabriel and
Greyson I needed help carrying the
groceries inside. Gabriel lifted the back
gate of the trunk and Daddy was inside
and yelled ‘Surprise!’ Gabriel yelled
and jumped up and down. Greyson was
a bit more shy and took longer to warm
up to Daddy. He was only 16 months
when Daddy left for deployment.”
Rodman’s wife shared what it’s been
like since his return. “We have adjusted
to Chris being home again and remain

Chris,
Kristine,
Gabriel and
Greyson
Rodman

Chris Rodman
upon his return
from deployment in
the Middle East

on a very tight schedule to achieve our
daily routines. Chris had to adapt to our
routine, but has done well,” she said.

Buying or Selling Your Home Can Bee Exciting
Laura Wesson
Klement

Your Local
Realtor
305-331-6518

1983 San Marco Blvd.,
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Laura.wesson@bhhsfnr.com
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Afﬁliates, LLC.

 5TAH s   s -,3  
Great 1920’s home, in St. Nicholas; Across the street from Protected Wetlands.
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Residents recognized for achievements, contributions
Historic Preservation
Commission Awards
The Historic Preservation
Commission’s annual awards ceremony
recognized outstanding projects and
services that promote historic preservation in the Jacksonville area.
For Architecturally Compatible New
Construction, a residence at 2312 River
Rd. and the offices of Murphy &
Anderson, P.A. at 1501 San Marco
Blvd. received awards, as did the new
Mellow Mushroom restaurant in the
Shoppes of Avondale and the new
office of Eagle Eye Care at 714
Stockton St. Awards given for

Commercial Rehabilitation included
Broward Studio, 1922 Felch Ave. and
Hawkers Restaurant, 1001 Park St. and
for Residential Rehabilitation the winner was 3658 Riverside Ave. The
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens
received the Archaeology/Historic
Landscape award for the Olmsted
Garden, The Rotary Club of San Jose
accepted the Preservation Project by an
Organization award for restoration of
the San Jose Estates Gates and Dr.
Keith Holland received the
Preservation Service by an Individual
award for the archaeological recovery
and preservation of artifacts of the
Maple Leaf site.
Photo captions, clockwise:
• 2312 River Road, a San Marco residence, was awarded Architecturally Compatible New Construction for
both interior and landscape design; David Case accepted on behalf of Studio M Design, Judy Drake accepted
for Sunscapes Landscape Design
• Daniel Stocker, Douglas Snead, Jr. and Alicia Weaver,
accepted the award for Architecturally Compatible New
Construction for 1501 San Marco Boulevard (offices of
Murphy & Anderson P.A.)
• Broward Studio at 1922 Felch Avenue was noted for
Commercial Rehabilitation; accepting, Catherine
Duncan, Architect; Kristanna Broward Barnes, Dick
Cheatwood, R.D. Cheatwood Construction Company
• For Preservation Project or Service by an
Organization, for the restoration of San Jose Estates
Gates, accepted by Bob Givens and Jim Culp, The
Rotary Club of San Jose

38th Annual
Cultural Council
Arts Awards
To those who recognize the
value of the arts, and strive to
preserve and protect the arts for
generations to come, the award
goes to…
Dan and Cindy Edelman, Art
Collector Award; the Edelman
Collection focuses on themes of the
Holocaust and Jewish-Israeli identity and the couple has gifted over a
dozen works of art to The Cummer
Museum of Art and Gardens.
Shirley Sacks, Arts Educator
Award; director, actor, creating quality theatrical experiences for children and young adults.
Helen Lane, Lifetime
Achievement Award; a generous
philanthropist and co-founder of the
Cultural Council in 1971 and of the
Women’s Giving Alliance, charter
member and board appointee of the
Library Foundation, former board
member of the Jacksonville
Historical Society, the Community
Foundation and The Cummer

Museum of Art and Gardens.
Dolf James, Art Innovator Award;
co-creator, Imagination Squared; a
force and/or a creative energy
behind the Riverside Arts Market
Art Gallery, CoRK Art Studios, and
One Spark.
Jim Winston, Art Philanthropist
Award: former chairman of the
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra,
instrumental in founding the
Jacksonville Symphony Youth
Orchestra.
Cookie Davis, inaugural Robert
Arleigh White Award for Art
Advocacy; an artist in her own right,
Davis has spent more than 40 years
helping emerging and established
artists receive recognition of their
talent.
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The galleries at The Cummer Museum of Art and
Gardens were buzzing with noise for a week in May during
the annual Very Special Arts Program. The museum hosted 2,203 children from 49 schools in segmented twohour sessions of art and garden tours. The 1,415 volunteers served as group guides, art leaders and time
keepers, moving each school group along every
15 minutes to a new activity. Many of the volunteers were employees of Citi, Bank of
America, Fanatics, Uptown Civitan,
Deutsche Bank and Brooks
Rehabilitation.

Karl Boecklen, Museum Educator for The Cummer, checks to
see that children participating in the Very Special Arts program
have the supplies they need to paint clay pots

Young boy from Spring Park Elementary School in St. Nicholas enjoys the interactive stations in
Art Connections
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Budding publishers focus on area businesses
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Diane Overby, Sara Rosenblum, Tac Chown and Maise Warnock

Students ventured outside the classroom using San Marco businesses instead of text
books to learn how to make a different kind of literary work – a magazine.
Seventh graders at Julia Landon College Preparatory and Leadership Development
School have worked since January on an English Language Arts project to create the first
edition of the San Marco Times, which was published last month.
Diana Overby, the English Language Arts teacher who instructed the 110 children who
worked on the magazine, was inspired to do the publication from something that she
learned about when she herself was still a
Groups of approximately
student, the Foxfire Project.
Eliot Wigginton, a Georgia teacher who
four students interviewed,
developed the Foxfire Project had his
videotaped and wrote articles students collect oral histories and folklore
from the people of Southern Appalachia and
on 31 area businesses.
published the histories and articles in small
magazine format beginning in 1967.
In addition, the students
Eventually, it became so popular that 12
created art and poetry as part books were published of the anthology,
which documented the life skills and culture
of the publication. Lee’s
of the Appalachian people before they were
Printing, which is located in San lost along with that generation.
According to the Foxfire Project’s website,
Marco, published 250 copies of the program “is a method of classroom
instruction – not a step-by-step checklist, but
the inaugural edition of the
an overarching approach that incorporates
magazine.
the original Foxfire classroom’s building
blocks of giving students the opportunity to
make decisions about how they learned required material, using the community around
them as a resource to aid that learning, and connecting the students’ work with an
audience beyond the classroom.”
After brainstorming ideas, students came up with a plan to use San Marco businesses
to learn the entrepreneurial stories in their own community and ultimately create a magazine that implemented requirements set forth by the Duval County School Board for their
required curriculum.
Groups of approximately four students interviewed, videotaped and wrote articles on 31
area businesses. In addition, the students created art and poetry as part of the publication.
Lee’s Printing, which is located in San Marco, published 250 copies of the inaugural edition
of the magazine.
“I am proud of the work they have done this year,” said Overby. “I am often amazed at
the unique skills they bring to the table. I never would have seen them, if not for this
project.”

Lawn Service
& Maintenance

Tac Chown, a San Marco resident and one of the students working on the project, said
learning about the dedication involved in operating a business gave him more respect for
his own parents who are also business owners; and as far as a school assignment goes, he
appreciated the change of pace.
“It was much more enjoyable…you are not dragging your feet,” Chown explained. “You
have everyone around you. It’s exciting.”
Maise Warnock, another student who worked on the magazine had a new perspective
about the business she interviewed, Olive, an upscale ladies boutique located in San Marco
Square.
“I go to the Square a lot. I saw it just as a lady who owns a store, but now I see she
puts her life into it,” said Warnock, echoing Chown’s comments about how dedicated these
business owners are to their pursuit.
But the focus wasn’t only on the entrepreneurs, or even the writing. It was the chance to
really know and appreciate their community.
Sara Rosenblum, a student who interviewed Theatre Jacksonville, whose mission is “to
enrich lives and broaden cultural understanding through community participation in theatre
arts,” felt a kindred spirit between the historical theatre and her school’s own mission statement because both are focused on community.
Neal Mistry was another student who learned a whole new perspective on the neighborhood school.
“My parents told me it was a good area and a historical area, but other than that I didn’t
know anything,” said Mistry. “It’s a pretty small community. Everyone knows one another
and store owners have a passion for what they do.”
To learn more about their magazine, visit Sanmarcotimes.com.

TOMLINSON
Lawn Service

Freae tes!
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· Satisfaction Guaranteed
· Licensed & Insured
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Debra Tomlinson
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The Janie Boyd
Real Estate Team

(From left to right) Trey Martin, Judy Jones Davis,
Tinnon Froehlich, Cheryl Laucks, Janie Boyd,
Jamie Spicer, Moody Baker, Betty Thomas,
Charlie Boyd, Linda Strickland.

Congratulations, Charlie
Boyd and Tinnon Froehlich,
Salespeople for April!

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
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$169,000

1441 Azalea Dr.

4243 Lakeside Dr.
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$180,000

2927 Algonquin Ave.

4222 DeMedici Ave.
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$489,000
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2941 Arapahoe Ave.

4276 Baltic St.
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www.JanieBoyd.com
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Haven of loving care bridges generations
Intergenerational program
nationally recognized
BY KATE A. HALLOCK
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
When All Saints Episcopal Church
opened its preschool in 1974, it welcomed 30 low-income children into the
classroom. Two years later, a class for
eight severely emotionally handicapped
children was added. Today, the preschool currently serves 115 children,
with capacity for 125, in a nationally
accredited program.
In 1986, an adult day care center for
fragile adults unable to stay home alone
was added, establishing All Saints as
the only intergenerational day care center in the Southeast. They serve 23 families in the adult program and can
accommodate up to 30.
Now, four decades later, this humble
ministry can – if it were so inclined –
boast of having the State of Florida’s
Reading the morning newspaper at Adult Day Care

Preschool class learning about dinosaurs

Gold Seal of Excellence in Child Care
and maintaining accreditation with
Board of Regents, Episcopal Schools,
as well as owning up to superb adult
day care assessment reviews from the
Florida Department of Children and
Families, Urban Jacksonville, and the
City of Jacksonville where All Saints is
considered “the industry standard” in
adult day care.
“Our intergenerational program
helps children improve their preschool
performance, boost self-esteem, and
connect with their community. They
engage with positive role models, learn
new cultural and
historical perspectives and better
appreciate the legacy seniors have created for them,” said
Marian Wilcher,
executive director
for the past 11
years. “For the seniors, the program
reduces isolation,
boosts self-esteem,
reinforces that the

community needs them, introduces
them to new experiences with children
from diverse backgrounds, and rekindles the joy of living.”
In those 40 years of operation, the
All Saints Early Learning Center and
Community Care Center has maintained a sliding fee scale depending on
family size and income for both adult
day care and child care; provided scholarship assistance for those on waiting
lists for subsidized childcare or for
those who could not afford the fee in
the Early Learning Center; increased
family support groups for caregivers of
fragile adults, increased the number of
children and adults receiving speech
therapy and maintained a full-time program for children diagnosed with
severe emotional disturbance.

Challenging goals,
many benefits
The goals of the center are challenging. Many of the staff has served for 20
to 40 years providing quality care, supporting the family unit, and preparing
children to enter school ready to learn.
They are all trained in developmental
and educational child care.
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In the intergenerational program,
adults spend five mornings a week with
children from infancy to five. During
this time the adults and children interact while listening to stories, answering
questions, completing crafts, dancing,
singing, and preparing cooking
activities.
“The unique gifts that elders and
children have to offer are the heart of
intergenerational programming,”
Wilcher explained. “We want to provide the opportunity for socialization
between the two generations.” The preschool is open Monday through Friday,
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. serving working parents who need a safe, loving, place to
leave their children.
While the most immediate benefit
from the adult day care program is
postponement or elimination of institutional or nursing home care, Wilcher
said the benefits of the program are
numerous: caregiver respite, daily
socialization with peers, integration
into the community, and most of all
avoiding premature institutionalization
and providing affordable senior help.
The program also decreases financial
costs for family and the community,
and that can’t be done without funding.
While the center is partially funded by
All Saints Episcopal Church, it also
receives funds through a variety of
agencies and foundations, such as
United Way, the Lucy Gooding
Foundation, Veterans’ Administration
and Urban Jacksonville.
For more information about the
services at All Saints Care Center, visit
them online at www.allsaintscare
center.org or call Wilcher at
(904) 737-7800.
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Bolles Buddies program reaps unexpected results
being Bolles Buddies.
Cabi said, “What motivated me was
seeing
the kids having a great time at
It’s a nice turn of events when the
every event, which kept me wanting to
givers of community service become the
come back. I had
receivers while serving others.
a lot of fun and
That’s what seems to happen
got to meet a lot
over and over for Bolles
of really cool,
School students who join the
funny and nice
Bolles Buddies Club.
people.” Some
Hunter Cabi, of San Jose,
of his favorite
got involved in the Bolles
activities with
Buddies club through his
Buddy Joe
friend, Mikenzie Buchanan, the
Oswalt include
current club president.
playing basketBuchanan, in turn, had been
ball, dodge-ball
introduced to the program
and building ginthrough a friend, who was the
gerbread houses.
former club president.
For
“She told me how fun it
Buchanan, the
was and how great the North
experience
Florida students were and
leaves her feelconvinced me I would love it,”
ing that NFSSE
said Buchanan, an Avondale
students “are so
resident. “I love kids and she
Mikenzie Buchanan with her Buddy
happy all the
said that, although the stuDickson MacDonald
time, it’s contadents range in age from the
gious.
I
love
being
around
them because
teens to 20s, they have child-like, playful
they’re always laughing and having fun and
spirits.”
being kind to one another,” she said.
Bolles Buddies Club fosters relation“Almost nothing in the world is bad to
ships with students from The North Florida
them, so they give you a more positive attiSchool of Special Education, as students
tude about life. It’s hard to categorize
participate in monthly after-school activiBolles Buddies as a community service
ties and other events.
because they’re really doing the service to
Buchanan and Cabi, along with classthose around them.”
mates Natty Spadaro and Ashlyn Knight,
Buchanan has a wide range of favorite
were willing to share with The Resident
activities, among them scarecrow-making,
their thoughts and experiences about

Givers become receivers

William Walker, Southbank resident and
senior at The Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
will swim at the collegiate level for Berry
College, in Mount Berry, GA.

Lunch
EVERYDAY

Your Neighborhood’s
Pizzeria and
Italian Restaurant

6

00

11am til
4pm

$ 00 OFF ANY PIZZA
San Marco
1959 San Marco Blvd.
399-8815

Expires 6/30/2014

Baymeadows
3928 Baymeadows Rd.
527-8649

Hunter Cabi and his Buddy Joe Oswalt

feelings I have ever experienced,” she said.
“It inspires me to help out more often due
to how fun and great it is every time.”
One of Knight’s regular buddies is
Carson, with whom she has played dodgeball, made bracelets, constructed gingerbread house, assembled a scarecrow,
designed angels and shared S’mores.

Bolles alumna named Princeton
Valedictorian
Bolles alumna Katherine Pogrebniak has
been selected as valedictorian of Princeton
University’s Class of 2014. Pogrebniak, a
San Jose resident, was also the co-valedictorian of the Bolles Class of 2010. A computer science major also completing a certificate in engineering biology, Pogrebniak
will deliver the valedictory address at
Princeton’s Commencement ceremony on
June 3. Pogrebniak is a member of Phi Beta

Taking sports to
the next level

2

kickball night, gingerbread house decorating, bracelet-making, a sock hop and the
Walking Tree event, a one-mile run/walk
with their buddies.
Spadaro, a San Marco resident, noted
that he joined because many of his friends
were joining, it was recommended by older
kids, and it seemed like a lot of fun. “I really wanted to help out and wanted to connect with people of all different backgrounds,” Spadaro stated, saying that
what he takes away from the experience is
an act of kindness and a new outlook on
life. “We usually talk and hang out with
them or do activities like making bracelets
or playing kickball. Before every meeting,
we always eat with them, too, so we can
get to know them even better.”
Knight, who lives in Ortega, said that
she joined because friends who were
involved in the club told her how much fun
it was. “They told me it was a great experience and that I should definitely join the
club,” Knight shared. “I went to the first
meeting and heard about all the great stuff
they did with the school and I instantly was
inspired to start being involved in the
club.”
For Knight, the experience is inspiring.
“Going to the events and seeing how
happy it makes the kids is one of the best

Kappa and the
national engineering
society, Tau Beta Pi
and, after she graduates will enroll for
a master’s degree
in computational
biology at the
University of
Cambridge as a
Churchill Scholar. She intends to pursue a
career in medicine and medical research.
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Fourth grade students examine
impact of rising sea levels
Hendricks student enjoys
competition three-peat
Chace Caven, a
third grade student at
Hendricks Avenue
Elementary School,
has started a tradition
for himself: placing
every year in the Duval
County Public Schools
district-wide Sunshine
Math competition. This
year at the competition, held in May at
Wolfson High School, Owen Gutovitz, Tucker Ryan, Chace Caven, Audrey Lindsay,
Robert Ritchie
Caven placed third
overall for the Third Grade Level and schoolmate Tucker Ryan took
fourth place overall for Second Grade. Awards are given for five place
finishers in each grade level, first through fifth grade. Caven is, no
doubt, looking forward to bringing home another award next year.

Newell takes top writing honors
Chloe Newell,
eighth grade student
at San Jose Catholic
School, has joined the
ranks of such talented
authors as Truman
Capote, John Updike,
and Stephen King
after her outstanding
achievements in the
2014 Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards. Since
1923, these awards have recognized creative teenagers from across
the country, and Newell has now been included in this impressive list,
winning a Gold Key award at the regional level and a Silver Key in the
national competition. Newell received these same awards as a seventh grade student. This year almost 255,000 works of art and writing
were submitted. Only the top one percent is recognized at the national
level.

Fourth graders at San Jose Episcopal Day School
(SJEDS) participated in a pilot STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) program developed by
Jacksonville University professors Ashley Johnson,
Ph.D. and Ray Oldakowski, Ph.D. The project, which
spanned over six sessions in May, sought to employ
geospatial and math skills to examine the impact of rising sea levels on natural and built landscapes of
Florida’s coastal
communities.
“Florida geography is an excellent vehicle for teaching students about science and math in a real-world,
real-time setting,” said Oldakowski. “Florida has to think
about strategies for dealing with rising sea levels resulting from climate change.”
Students participated in hands-on activities to
enhance their geospatial skills and use tools such as

computer models, maps and
Google Earth to
understand complex concepts.
Students were
excited to share
their knowledge
of geography
with the professors, and the
collaboration of ideas between the professors and students has been an exciting benefit to all.
“SJEDS is a great place to test out innovative academic ideas. The facilities are top-rate, the faculty is
extremely knowledgeable and the students are engaged
and willing to work on tough problems,” Johnson said.

San Jose students win awards in State Science Fair
San Jose Catholic School students took four of the top awards at
the State Science and Engineering
Fair (SSEF) held in April. Only 14 middle school students were selected to
represent the Northeast Florida
Regional Science Fair (NEFRSEF)
from Duval County. Of these 14, four
of them were from San Jose Catholic
School and all of these students
came home with an award, including
Evan Loadholtz, 1st Place in Botany;
Thomas Ossi, 3rd Place in Earth

Science; Eliana Namen, 3rd Place
in Zoology, and Laina Parry, 3rd
Place in Chemistry.
Two of the students also came
away with specialty awards and
cash prizes. Loadholtz received a
$200 cash award, a first place for
an agricultural oriented project,
and a Broadcom Masters Award.
Ossi received a $150 cash award
from the Florida Association for
Water Conservation.

Evan Loadholtz, Laina Parry, Eliana Namen,
Thomas Ossi

Local student wins photo contest
Megan Fryman, a tenth grade student at Paxon High School,
comes from a long line of veterans on both sides of her family. Perhaps
it was that deep sense of patriotism that inspired the San Jose resident
to take the winning photo for the state level of the National PTA’s
Reflections competition. Although she did not know the person buried
in the Jacksonville National Cemetery, her winning photo and statement best exemplified the “Believe, Dream, Inspire” theme.
A former student at Hendricks Avenue Elementary and Julia Landon
College Preparatory School, Fryman’s statement was: “A hero is one
who shows great courage to follow his dream, believes in his cause
and serves as an inspiration to all who knew and loved him.”
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Lessons learned on the run
When a 5K is more than
just a race
BY LARA PATANGAN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Crossing the finish line may be one
of its goals, but a running program that
helps young girls manage the pace of
life ensures that everyone who participates is a true winner.
Girls on the Run, a national organization that strives to inspire girls to be
more healthy and confident while integrating running into the curriculum,
teaches life skills through fun, engaging lessons designed to help participants better understand themselves,
value relationships and teamwork and
understand how they connect and
shape the world.
They learn these key values while
on the move – training to complete a
5K at the course’s conclusion.
At the finish of the spring season,
the largest to date, 690 girls participated in the race held on the campus of
Jacksonville University. The neighborhoods of San Marco, San Jose and St.
Nicholas have the second largest
amount of participation in the race in
Duval County.
The program, which involves a 20lesson curriculum taught by certified
volunteer coaches to girls in third
grade through eighth grade, redefines
winning from being the first to cross
the finish line to an accomplishment
that has far more muscle –

strengthening character, competence,
confidence, compassion and connections with peers and adults so that they
can ultimately make meaningful contributions to the community.
Girls on the Run, which is in its
10th year locally, takes small teams of
eight to 20 girls and teaches them
during twice weekly lessons
everything from personal hygiene to
the pain caused by gossiping and the
dangers of bullying.
Combining these life lessons with
the joy of movement and the accomplishment of a completing a 5K sets
the foundations for achieving any goal
and more so, believing that anything is
possible.
While the run doesn’t offer finish
times or place winners, Grace Petre, a
San Jose resident and third grader who
participated in the program for the first
time this year, felt the need for speed
on race day.
“First I started with a pace, and then
I got faster and faster,” explained Petre.
“When I crossed the finish line I felt
really tired and really good.”
It is the feeling really good that
Laura Lasko, the executive director of
Girls on the Run, says the program is
all about.
“It’s about the curriculum more than
the running,” explained Lasko. “They
set goals to run a 5K which ultimately
builds their self-esteem. The all-girl
environment gives them a connectedness and builds resiliency in the girls.”
Lasko said none of this would be
possible without the more than 300
volunteer coaches. The need for volunteers has grown along with the program, which had 69 girls its first year
and currently had 1,600 girls participate this year between its fall and
spring seasons.
Besides volunteer coaches, on race
day the girls enjoy the company of a
running buddy. For some, that is a parent or relative, a family friend or just a
volunteer who is willing to run the race

Little
Friends
Preschool
Now registering for Fall 2014
Early education Toddlers-VPK
Located at

HENDRICKS AVENUE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Established
in 1988,
Celebrating
26 years!

4001 HENDRICKS AVE.,
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207-6321
P: (904) 396-7745 ext. 360 | INFO@HABCHURCH.COM
Find us on Facebook at Little Friends Preschool at HAB

“First I started with
a pace, and then I
got faster and faster.
When I crossed
the finish line I
felt really tired
and really
good.”

Grace Petre

Mary Catherine
Rogero signs
Grace Petre’s shirt

while cheering on their running
partner.
Cecy Fazio, a former coach whose
three daughters participated in the program, continues to volunteer as a running buddy.
“It’s really about cheering these

girls on while they run – encouraging
them and letting them know you
believe in them,” said Fazio. “It’s
supposed to be fun so you want the
girls to be happy with the accomplishment of finishing a 5K.”
Petre, who ran with her aunt, was
happy with her finish on race day. But
she also found that the camaraderie of
friends and wisdom of weekly lessons
was just as exciting.
“They taught us lessons – to stand
up for ourselves and to not bully. There
was always a lot of fun stuff to do and
I met more friends,” concluded Petre.
“I am excited to do it again so I can
keep learning more stuff.”

A

t San Jose Episcopal Day School,
we engage and educate the whole
child—mind, body and spirit.
Small class sizes allow for individualized
attention, meeting the needs of each
student academically and developmentally.
From academics to athletics, from ﬁne arts
to leadership, our students shine in and
outside the classroom and excel at the
area’s most prestigious secondary schools.
Come see for yourself why an education
at San Jose Episcopal Day School is an
investment in a brighter future.

7423 San Jose Blvd.
904-733-0352 • www.sjeds.org

SJEDS welcomes qualiﬁed applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6 without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin. Accredited by FCIS, FKC, SACS and the Board of Regents of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.
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E MPIRE P OINT

ROBIN ROBINSON, PRESIDENT, JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Once Memorial Day has come and gone, the summer
season officially begins, replete with family picnics and
celebrations. One such picnic was held on the banks of
the St. John’s River close to 100 years ago in Empire
Point by the Dr. Jay Durkee family. In 1909 Dr. Durkee
acquired a residence there and photos show the young
family enjoying the property where his children grew up.
Dr. Durkee died in 1936 and two of his sons, Joseph
and Brewster, later bought up all the rural properties in
Empire Point and developed the beautiful and popular
Empire Point subdivision in 1952. Brewster Durkee, born
in 1912, lived in the Durkee family home in Empire Point
until the time of his death in 2009. Today the streets in
this lovely wooded neighborhood follow the contours of
the landscape with homes located on the river as well as
on the high bluffs of the area.

The Durkee family held a picnic in Empire Point with their family including
their young sons, Joseph and Brewster, who later developed the area known as
the Empire Point subdivision. Photo credit: Jacksonville Historical Society
(Leah Cox Collection)

The Durkee children are shown enjoying their treehouse in the woods of
Empire Point. Photo credit: Jacksonville Historical Society
(Leah Cox Collection)

One of the Durkee boys is shown wading
in the St. John’s River off Empire Point.
Photo credit: Jacksonville Historical Society
(Leah Cox Collection)

Check-in online:
the cure for ER waiting.

WaitAtHomeER.com eliminates long waits in the Emergency Room
and our Walk-In Express Clinics. Instead...wait from the comfort of
your own home to see a care provider.
Visit WaitAtHomeER.com to check-in now for Walk-In Express Clinic
care or ER visits.
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