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Big Backpacks
and Big Bows
Allie and Peyton Martin make their way
to class, with pink bows and backpacks
as big – if not bigger – than they are.
The little pair returned for the first day of
school at St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School
last month.

Future plans at the JTA will incorporate a similar style of hybrid bus (above), illustrating the low-floors and high passenger
accommodations in compressed natural gas (CNG) transit. Over the next four years, the JTA will begin to add them to the fleet.

Much change in store
for JTA, riders

Swimmers, supporters
increase for annual
10K swim

T

he third annual Up the River
Downtown 10K Swim included
17 men and women on Aug. 23
led by JumpingFish founder Jim Alabiso.
The group took off from the St. John’s
Riverkeeper headquarters at Jacksonville
University pretty much on schedule, but
the tide began to slow at the Main Street
Bridge and they slogged through 90
degree water to arrive at Riverside Arts
Market well after noon.
The event supports athletic advocacy
on the St. John’s River and also benefitted
the Special Olympics Duval County
Swim Team, which received a $2,000
check. The swim has gained in popularity
each year, with both the numbers of
swimmers and sponsors increasing, as
well as the flotilla of dragon boats, canoes,
kayaks and stand-up paddle boards,

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

C
Fresh water is poured on Jim Alabiso,
cleansing his face of any bacteria from the
St. John’s River.
escorted by the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue
Department boat, the Riverkeeper and the
JumpingFish crew.

hange is rough any time, but even more so when one is used to 30 years of the
same routine. Or, in this case, the same route.
That’s what riders of the Jacksonville Transit Authority (JTA) are facing as
the agency moves closer and closer to its Dec. 1 launch of Route Optimization. Several
public hearings over the summer revealed that bus riders, whether regular or infrequent
passengers, are fearful of losing their bus stop or even their route.
Public relations manager Leigh Ann Rassler, a relative newcomer to the JTA, has
been working double time to help communicate about a variety of changes that CEO
Nathaniel P. Ford Sr. has on his agenda after just 18 months on the job.
“Mr. Ford heard the concerns and started asking questions. He was not pleased
with average on-time arrivals and implemented OTTO (On-Time Transit Operations)
to improve the frequency of the buses,” said Rassler. “Route Optimization will look
at every single route to make sure we utilize the resources as best as possible. We
See JTA Changes on page 12

Stockton School improvement project stirs unease
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

J

im Love thought he was being
humorous in his opening remarks at
a community meeting to review the

plans for the proposed John N.C. Stockton
Elementary School track and field when he
stated “No good deed goes unpunished.”
While the comment got more than a
few laughs, the District 14 Councilman’s
statement may be prophetic.
Despite nearly three years of planning
and publicity, the meeting was called
because a group of nearby residents
felt they had not been given enough

In homes by SEPT 5, 2014

Neighbors concerned
about property values

information – if any – about the changes
to the existing park, including the removal
of 40 trees and the addition of fencing.
“Overall, it’s a good project, and there
might be some things you want to change.
The Rotarians want to do what’s right and
help the school. They are spending a lot
of their own money to do this,” Love told
an audience of 70 or more. “Bond money
left over from Michael Corrigan’s term will
be used for fencing around the
proposed track, among other
things. We want to do it right.
I’m proud we have the Rotary,
who has done a lot of good
projects. They are trying to do
good here, too.”
A private-public partnership
Working together on the
public side is Duval County
Public School, the City of

The screen behind Dan Dodd indicates the
presence of Rotary Club members in the
Ortega Forest area.
Jacksonville, and Council District 14; on
the private side, the two Rotary clubs,
the Friends of Stockton, the PTA, and
Greenscape.
Dan Dodd, president of Westside
See Track Project on page 14
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Letters to the Editor
904.252.5181

ALLISON
STEILBERG
Avondale’s
Top Selling
Agent

ASK

Allison

Q:

I’ve been thinking of
selling my large home but
have hesitated because I’m
concerned that the market is still soft.
Are expensive homes selling now?

A:

You might be surprised to learn
that the market for luxury homes
(those priced over $1M) is very
healthy right now. In the first six months of
2013, there were only 6 homes sold over $1M.
More than double that number (15) were sold
in the first six months of 2014 and there are
two more under contract waiting to close. Most
of the 15 sales were riverfront homes but a
few weren’t. As the inventory of lower priced
riverfront homes decreases, the demand for
large non-riverfront homes increases - so I
think this is a great time to list your home for
sale. Remember that the statistics I’m quoting
are only for the Avondale, Ortega and Riverside
neighborhoods where I specialize!

2970 ST. JOHN’S AVENUE

Is R/A Zoning Overlay
outdated, inadequate?
When business patrons begin to
routinely seek parking on residential
streets adjacent to an enterprise zone, then
the enterprise zone is no longer able to
contain enterprise and must be recognized
as being beyond capacity. As parking for
both customer and employee is a necessary
aspect of businesses operation, planning
must intend that it be contained entirely
within the business-zoned district and
avoid the adjacent residentially-zoned
areas. The Riverside/Avondale Zoning
Overlay is lacking in that it expresses no
such intention.
A committee that is serious about
reducing the stress of transient parking on
the residents and on the historic character
of our neighborhood would discuss

Publishers

Seth Williams
seth@residentnews.net

the option of amending the Riverside/
Avondale Zoning Overlay to raise the
parking requirement for new businesses
from the present 50% to 100%, as it is in
the rest of the city.
This one didn’t.
~ David Wolters

Resident raises question
about eviction
The Commander Apartments over
on St. John’s Avenue has been the subject
of a few of your articles as you covered
the “debate” and objections of some
nearby residents toward its proposed
“re-construction.” The nearby residents
managed to stall the construction a few
times, but last I read the demolition was
scheduled to begin this November first
(11/1/14). Now I hear they are again

signing six- and seven-month leases, and
I understand that tenants were told “final
eviction” will be the end of March, 2015.
Did the local residents “win” another
delay? Might there be another story in
there for you? I, for one, would like to read
about it!
Peace,
~ Bill Larson
According to Brooke Klink, designated
Chase Properties liaison for the Commander
Apartments and St. Johns Village properties.
“To my knowledge, there has never been a
final eviction date communicated to any
of the residents of the Commander. We are
still in the planning phase for this project.”
Klink also indicated that there was no news
about a possible demolition date.

Editorial

Advertise with Us!

Pamela Bradford Williams
pamela@residentnews.net

Call 904.388.8839 or email:
Debra McGregor
debra@residentnews.net

Media Rate Card:

www.residentnews.net

Send Us News!
Editor — Kate A. Kallock

1650 Margaret St. #310, Jacksonville, FL 32204 • Phone: 904.388.8839 • Fax: 904.388.2209

New Listing!

2BR/2BA Riverfront Condo in Historic Avondale,
Beau Rivage, Unit GH
$300,000 • MLS # 733170

4903 ROBERT D. GORDON ROAD

The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murry Hill, San
Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For advertising information please call 904.388.8839. Editorial submissions
are welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s discretion. Facts and statements expressed in the editorial
content are not necessarily those of the Resident. All content is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or
reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2014.
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* HOME RENTAL *

Nominations open until
October 10, 2014

New Listing!

Incredible 4BR/3BA fully renovated home with new
kitchen, huge backyard, 3 car garage and lovely guest
house in the heart of Ortega, $550,000 • MLS # 733566

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale

3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181
www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

In our November issue on philanthropy
and volunteerism, The Resident will
honor those unsung neighborhood heroes,
the ones who pay it forward without a
lot of fanfare, the folks who quietly and
consistently do unto others, those who
passionately care about their community.
Send us the stories of those who go above
and beyond with their time helping others
and we’ll share those stories – and choose
a few winners – in November. Email a photo
and 100 words to editor@residentnews.net
no later than October 10, 2014.

Fishweir Creek Unique opportunity—Lovely 2500 square foot
home with 4 Bdr 3 Baths in exclusive Avondale neighborhood.
Walk to Shoppes of Avondale, excellent school district, waterfront,
large yard. $2,850 per month.

(904) 993-9039

GET REAL new american painting

Eight young
artists present
the American
experience
from
09.13.14
until
01.04.15

Kevin Peterson: Bricks, 2014. Oil on panel. 26 x 37 inches. Courtesy of the artist.

M O C A J AC K S O N V I L L E . O R G

• Listings and Sales in ﬁve counties
• 30% growth per year
• Progressive REALTOR® earnings package

We want to be your REALTOR.®
Ted Miller/
Nathan Miller
904.463.1731/
904.465.3001

Ellen Gould
904.716.9106

Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

Alise Ferranti
901.434.0767

Yulia Pulido
904.707.2475

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

POOL
3570 HEDRICK ST – $660,000

RIVER VIEWS

RIVERFRONT

4 BEDROOMS

Beautifully renovated 1922 home, 4/3, 2532sf

Gorgeous shake shingle 3/3 near the river

1863 POWELL PL – $479,000

5015 ORTEGA FARMS BV – $885,000

4953 APACHE AVE – $479,000

5 BEDROOMS

RIVERFRONT

ORTEGA TERRACE

RIVERFRONT ESTATE

1746 FIDDLERS RIDGE – $289,000

5043 ORTEGA FARMS BV – $699,000

4700 IROQUOIS AVE – $449,000

4031 TIMUQUANA RD – $2,250,000

UNDER CONTRACT

COMMERCIAL

1ST FLOOR CONDO

TOWNHOME

6242 PARK ST – $179,900

4534 MARQUETTE AVE – $199,000

SOLD

Eagle Harbor 5/3, 2423sf, lake view

Creekfront 3/2 bungalow w/boat slip

Breathtaking 3/3.5, 4354sqft, 112' x 446' lot

1-story 3/3, 2649sf, pool & terrace!

1749sqft, zoned CCG2, .66ac lot

2-story Ortega Terrace 3/3.5, 2898sqft

Restored Ort Terrace 4/3.5, 2837sqft

Amazing custom 4BR/5BA estate, 4665sqft

4242 ORTEGA BLVD #13 – $169,900 5303 ORTEGA BLVD #202 – $239,000
Lovely 3/2 ﬂat, 1800sf, great location

Southpointe of Ortega 3/2, ﬁreplace

STOCKTON DISTRICT

GUEST SUITE

SOLD

418 MONTVILLE CT

4625 LANCELOT LN – $369,900

1927 WOODMERE DR – $699,000
Fairfax Manor 4/3.5, 4000sf + apt, river view

Avondale 4/2/1 + guest house, 3646sf

CONTEMPORARY GEM

BUY OR RENT

CORNER LOT

HISTORIC CHARM

1818 ELIZABETH PL – $695,000

4877 WATER OAK LN – $290,000

2950 ARAPAHOE AVE – $269,000

1224 HOLLYWOOD AVE – $219,900

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

VACANT LOT

CORNER LOT

4152 SHIRLEY AVE – $269,900

6404 BARTHOLF AVE – $79,900

Listed & closed in less than 30 days!

Ortega Forest 4/2.5, 2300sf, big yard

Unique Avondale treasure updated to perfection

2011 Low Country 3/2 bungalow

4/2.5, 2280sf, Stockton school dist

Nice 4/2 in Cedar Hills, corner lot

Appealing Old Ortega 3/2, huge corner lot

1266 WINDSOR PL

Adorable, updated 3/2, det garage

133 OAK AVE,VILANO BCH – $519,900 5435 DELLA ROBBIA WAY – $139,000
Let us build your dream home near the ocean

Cute 3/1, 1285sqft, covered patio

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

Carrie Inman
904.707.8038

Beverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Jen Kent
904.874.7865

Don Hammond
904.545.7783

Anne Clay McNulty
904.334.3433

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Chase O’Steen
904.838.8727

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Jennifer Heim
904.955.5051

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

904.388.0000

fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support
Angels for Allison
with a donation for
every transaction.

Fred Miller
904.699.6459
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5 Points concept plan shared with community
Residents, business
owners offer suggestions
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Y

et another 5 Points concept
plan meeting, 11th in a series of
meetings that began with a walking
tour of 5 Points in July 2013, was held
last month in City Council offices for the
benefit of a dozen and a half residents and
business owners who raised concerns about
the proposed project.
During the review of the concept
plan, Councilman-at-Large Robin Lumb
noted that “The current intersection is
weird; most people approach it with great
fear and trepidation,” which is one of the
reasons for the change at that intersection.
To alleviate potential accidents, the plan
proposes to use shorter crosswalks, pedestrian
“bulbs,” new public plazas and relocating the
5 Points beacon seven feet away.
After viewing the presentation by
Stephen Tocknell, of Tocknell Planning
Services, the primary concerns about the
$4 million project included the possibility
of traffic stacking up on Margaret Street
northbound at Park Street, and that no
new parking will be added to the area.
Residents at 1661 Riverside, the mixeduse development that also faces Margaret
Street, felt that the traffic study counts
were lower than what they believe them to
be and, with the proposal to tighten the
turning radius at Park and Margaret streets,
will slow traffic to the point of a significant

Lomax Street at Park and Margaret streets and at Oak Street will include shorter crosswalks and pedestrian bulbs – protruding,
rounded corners that will tighten the turning radius to slow traffic.
back-up in front of the condominium.
Tocknell noted that the traffic counts
study, which was privately paid for by a
generous benefactor, showed that there
was much less than 5,000 trips per day
on Margaret Street between Riverside
Avenue and Park Street, with less than 50
trips per hour crossing Park to continue
northbound on Margaret.
Neither Keith Daw, general counsel
for First Coast Energy which owns a Shell
station on Margaret Street, nor John and
Karen Zell, who live at 1661 Riverside,
were buying those numbers, stating that

the traffic was heavier than the study
suggested.
“It’s not so much morning – the
morning traffic cuts down Oak Street
– it’s at lunch time and at dinner time,”
said John Zell. “At night that place is just
booming; cars can’t back up out of parking
spaces because there are cars stopped in the
travel lanes. It’s hard to get out of Margaret
Street.”
Zell did propose a solution to keep the
traffic moving that got more than a few
interested nods. “Why not make Margaret
at Park a right-turn only lane?” he asked.
“No straight, no left [turn on to Park].”
“This is one more great idea,” said
Tocknell. “There’s no reason why we
couldn’t proceed with this suggestion when
we get to the drawings stage.”
Daw expressed concern that the project
needed to be thought through more
thoroughly for a broader area in order to
accommodate what Tocknell and other
community leaders hoped would result in
more pedestrian and bicycle traffic through
5 Points and make it safer and more
attractive.
“5 Points has been, for a hundred
years, a major flow-through area. We ask
you not to ignore that 5 Points is not just
a destination,” said Daw. “It is an area
through which traffic flows to other areas,
and not just I-95.”
Tom Purdie, a local businessman and
property owner, said that his primary
issue is that a $4 million project will not

Treasure
Chest
Jewelers

We...
BUY
SELL
TRADE
PHONE: 904.389.7296

result in additional parking. “There is an
invisible parking war going on in this area;
you have the haves and the have-nots,”
he said. “You have people who have their
own dedicated parking and more and more
every day they are putting up tow-away
signs, fences and now they are even putting
guards outside.”
“To spend that kind of money and not
address parking is kind of ridiculous to
me,” he stated.
One final suggestion proposed creating
a cut-through from I-95 at Park Street
to the Westside by utilizing a portion of
College Street. “A broader master plan
would include creating a by-pass up by
95 between Park and College streets to
give people trying to get from Downtown
to the Westside an opportunity to take
another route and not go through the
central business district of 5 Points,” said
Purdie. “Put a through street at Peninsular
Place where you get off of 95.”
Purdie also noted that, as a board
member of 1661 Riverside, which he said
was the single largest stakeholder, the board
has not endorsed the plan. “We’ve only
been minimally involved and minimally
noticed at this point,” he concluded.
As District 14 Councilman Jim Love
noted, the next step is to get the $750,000
cost for this first phase approved by City
Council in the 2014-2015 budget. If
that is approved, more studies will be
conducted before moving to the design
phase and construction drawings. v

SPECIAL OFFER
Buy Any Reactor Watch,
Receive a free

$25-50 Gift Card!

Gold
Diamonds
Firearms

2303 Cassat Ave.
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Key improvements
announced for
One Spark 2015
Photo by Dustin Wooten

Local artist takes risks
to create sparks
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

O

ne Spark fans will be happy to hear
that One Spark 2015 will be a
six-day event next year, to be held
April 7-12. Several other key improvements
for the World Crowdfunding Festival’s
third year are planned, including a Speaker
Summit, which will be held during the first
day preceding the evening opening event
and kickoff party.
Many of the changes focus on improving
the festival experience for creators, and are
based on One Spark 2014 creators’ feedback
via online surveys and a creator forum held
in July.
In addition to the extra day on the front
end of the event schedule, contributions
at One Spark will now be rewards-based,
that is, creators will be able to offer rewards
to their contributors through their project
profiles on OneSpark.com. One Spark 2015
will also increase the number of creator
project categories from five to six, changing
the categories to art, education, health &
science, music, social good and technology.

Also, One Spark 2015 will offer
$350,000 in guaranteed crowdfunds and
cash awards, up from the $250,000 first
offered in 2013. While various awards
will be increased, a new award of $5,000
will be granted to a creator project based
in Jacksonville that is judged to have the
biggest potential impact on the city.
Deborah Gianoulis, president and CEO
of the Schultz Center for Teaching and
Leadership, announced her organization’s
sponsorship of the top-voted award and
juried award in the education category
at One Spark 2015, totaling $30,000 in
cash awards for education-related projects,
with the goal of engaging the education
community and increasing the number of
innovative ideas and projects in education.
One Spark will also be providing a native
app for voting and contributing for the
event, available for Android and iOS devices
to improve the voting and app experience
for attendees and creators. Returning
sponsor Brumos Automotive will be the title
sponsors of One Spark After Dark for every
night of One Spark 2015 and exhibit some
of their newest and most innovative vehicles
at the festival.
The first internationally-based event,
One Spark START Berlin, takes place Sept.
12-13 in Berlin, Germany. v
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Deliveries by day, photos
by night

W

hat better image to convey the
excitement of One Spark than a
real sparkler of a photo?
Riverside resident Dustin Wooten (FedEx Dustin Wooten
driver by day, photographer by night) produces photos with sparks by spinning
steel wool and shooting on a timer with a long exposure.
Wooten learned the process from friend and fellow photographer James
Meadows, using a pad of steel wool, a small steel whisk and a length of rope.
“I set my camera up on a tripod and adjust the settings for a long exposure
of about 25 to 30 seconds. I focus on where I’m going to be standing and then
either set the timer on it and run over to where that point is or have someone
hit the button on my camera to start the long exposure,” explained Wooten.
“Steel wool is naturally flammable and when you spin it, it heats up and starts
to melt and that’s the sparks that you see in the photos. The long exposure on
my camera picks up the trails of the sparks as they fly off the spinner.”
Wooten said that there is a small element of danger with the tiny bits of molten
metal flying around.
“The only times I’ve had a fire start is when I did it around dry leaves which
was quickly and easily put out,” he said. “I’ve been burnt a couple times but only
because the sparks that burned me bounced off objects that were close by and got
stuck against my skin by my shoe and by a thin jacket I was wearing.”
Although generally the sparks just bounce right off, Wooten does take a small
fire extinguisher on his shoots…just in case. v

JEWELRY
REPAIR
Frazier Jewelers

CUSTOM JEWELRY
PEARL RESTRINGING
APPRAISALS

2925 Corinthian Ave.
904-388-7788
FrazierJewelers.com

EST. 1977

Tue.-Fri. 9a-5p • Sat. 9a-2p

A vision restored. A lifestyle refined.
Luxury living on the St. Johns. Like never before.
Hallmark Partners presents

Find your forever home this fall...
an Avondale classic just one block from the shoppes!
Don’t miss this rare opportunity! LEARN

MORE.

BeaconRiverside.com • (904) 696-9200
Visit our Sales Gallery: 806 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32204

NOw OpEN. Only 45 Riverfront Condominium Residences
in Historic Riverside from the $700s to $2 million.

3585 Pine Street — $550,000

Architectural digest worthy...elegant, bright and inviting home complete with eat-in-kitchen
overlooking pool and garden on a magical street behind the shoppes of Avondale!

From the creators of some of Jacksonville’s most distinguished addresses comes a new standard
for riverfront luxury living. Architecturally distinctive. Incomparably appointed. Irresistibly yours.

Laney Smith, REALTOR®
904-674-1888

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

Broker participation welcomed and Encouraged.
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. This project has been filed in the state of Florida and no other state. This is not
an offer to sell or solicitation of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer or solicitation cannot be made. Prices and availability are subject to change at any time without notice.
©2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway

HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Real estate moving back to pre-downturn norms
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

F

or this issue, The Resident took a
10-year look back at residential real
estate in the Historic Districts during
the month of September, comparing active
listings, days on market, number sold and
median prices against all of Northeast Florida
real estate to see how it stacked up then and
now, pre- and post-economic downturn.
During this time, from 2004 to 2013,
Historic District homes on the market
represented a very small part of the real
estate picture. Just four to seven percent
of home listings in that 10-year period (a
low of 4.4 percent in 2006 to a high of 7.0
percent in 2011 and again in 2013) were
found to be in Riverside/Avondale, Ortega,

Murray Hill, San Marco/San Jose and St.
Nicholas. Condominium units had a higher
representation, ranging from 7.2 percent
in 2006 to a high of 12.3 percent in both
2011 and 2013, as a percentage of the total
northeast Florida real estate market.
According to Sheron Willson,
broker/manager of Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network Realty,
condos sales are holding their own this year
and may exceed the 32 units sold in 2013.
“The condo inventory has a new opportunity
with the marketing of The Beacon Riverside,”
she said.
Homes and condos diametrically opposed
The number of days an active listing
remained on the market prior to sale in the

Jacksonville's Diamond Source for 4 Generations

1301 RIVERPLACE BLVD. • SUITE 2552 • 904 3460641
WWW.HARBYJEWELERS.COM

Historic District neighborhoods was, over
that 10-year period, lower than or very
close to the average overall, particularly
after 2008. Residential homes moved more
slowly in 2005 and 2006 taking 10 and
30 percent longer, respectively, to sell in
the Historic District than other locations.
However, homes have sold 25 to 30
percent more quickly in 2012 and 2013
in our neighborhoods, as compared to the
suburbs.
“An established neighborhood may
not have as many homes ’under water’
as those in other parts of town, where
neighborhoods with homes built less than
10 years ago have a higher percentage of
short sales than historic neighborhoods,”
said Wade Griffin, Realtor® with Coldwell
Banker Vanguard Realty. “Fortunately,
short sales have almost worked themselves
out of the system with modest price
increases over the past few years.”
Condos, in comparison, have almost
always moved more quickly, except for
2005, when it took more than twice as long
to sell, and 2012 when it took 60 percent
longer to sell than in other areas. In 2009,
condominium units sold in half the length
of time in the Historic Districts, 72 days,
compared to 125 days in other parts of
northeast Florida.
“Homes and condos closest to the urban
core are definitely moving more quickly –
2012-2013 was just the precursor,” said Jane
Slater, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty. “Another trend
that is evident in today’s market is the “right
sizing” by the boomer generation. As the
boomers age they are seeking smaller homes
with less maintenance but do not want to
give up their neighborhoods. Whether they
are moving to condos or smaller homes, they
are on the move.”
A premonition
As we all know, 2008 has been often
noted as The Year that the economy took its
nosedive. Real estate presaged that period
by two years, with home sales, as a portion
of active listings in the Historic Districts,
plummeted from 23 percent of all listings in
2004 to 9 percent in 2006 until it bottomed
in 2010 at five percent sales of homes listed.
Both 2012 and 2013 have seen a comeback
to 12 and 13 percent, respectively.
“Our neighborhoods in general tend to be
more stable and desirable. We’ve seen steady
growth, without surges apparent in more
transient areas,” said Jon Singleton, Watson
Realty. He also noted that “the appetite for
commutes waned during the recession and
fueled a desire to be closer to work, school,
church, etc.,” making urban core living more
attractive.
Condo sales as a percent of listings in
the Historic Districts peaked in 2005 at 22
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percent, then sharply fell to three percent
the next year before bottoming out at one
percent sales of condos listed in 2007 and
2008. Foretelling, perhaps, the overall upturn
beginning in 2012 for homes, condos sales
saw resurgence in 2011 with 16 percent sales
of active listing.
Willson noted that there has been a
continued and very consistent increase
in closed business each month this year.
“We saw excellent market strength the first
few months of the year, but it has been
surprising how consistent the growth has
been,” she said.
Holding value
No comparative would be complete
without looking at median sales prices over
the 10-year period. While home prices in the
Historic District were relatively the same as
in other neighborhoods in northeast Florida
for the first half of the 2000s, values jumped
sharply in 2007 to 22 percent more than
other neighborhoods, immediately falling
to the same median prices in 2008. The
2010-2011 period saw another resurgence
in pricing, followed again by a dip, this time
to five percent below median home prices
in 2012. Last September, home sales in the
Historic Districts averaged 8 percent more in
pricing than other areas.
“While Northeast Florida experienced
a sharp decline in home sales in 2008,
thankfully we have had steadily increasing
levels of closed sales each year since 2009,
with 2013 making a very strong rebound
and nearly 22,000 homes changed hands,”
said Linda McMorrow, director of Northeast
Florida Association of Realtors. “We are
seeing a continuation of that trend in 2014
and expect a strong finish to the year.”
Condominium prices in our
neighborhoods exploded in 2005, jumping
from 83 percent of other areas’ median
prices to a whopping 200 percent, attributed
to condominiums in Riverside selling for
an average of $920,000 that year. That
median price dropped to less than $425,000
one year later and then in 2007 there were
no condo sales in Riverside at all. Overall,
condo sale prices have been more volatile
during the 10-year overview period, settling
last year at 50 percent more than the median
in northeast Florida.
“Condo activity assuredly is more
volatile than single family homes. Obtaining
a mortgage for a condominium is more
challenging than for a single family home,
particularly if the condo is one that is nonwarrantable,” McMorrow said. “Unlike other
mortgages, for a mortgage to be approved for
a condo, the condo association has to qualify
in addition to the individual borrower. The
borrower has little to no control over this
aspect of the lending process.”
Data was supplied by Northeast Florida
Association of Realtors (NEFAR), however, all
conclusions drawn from analysis of the raw data
are that of The Resident. v

3871 Doctors Lake Drive • $797,000
Amazing split-level home with magnificent grounds, expansive river
views of Doctors Lake, open floor plan, and completely updated top
to bottom. Updated kitchen shares the same spectacular waterfront
views, with stainless steel appliances, breakfast bar, generous sized
eat-in area and huge walk-in pantry. 1.9 acre lot could easily be
subdivided into 2! Only 2 miles from St. Johns Country Day School.

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777
CeCe.Cummings@BHHSFloridaNetworkRealty.com

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

FIRST MONTH FREE

Coldwell Banker
VA NG UA RD

REA LT Y

$2,325,000
Riverfront Saint Johns Avenue

$2,200.000
Riverfront Mandarin Road

$949,000
Saint Johns Avenue

$849,000
Richmond Street

$779,000
Riverfront Fleming Island

$649,000
Mallory Street

$549,999
Ortega Forest

$549,900
The Peninsular

$549,000
Atlantic Beach

$499,900
Powell Place

$406,500
Marshfront Neptune Beach

$336,000
Challen Avenue

$325,000
Edgewood Avenue South

$319,900
Crystal Springs

$268,900
Orange Park CC

$258,999
St. Johns Golf & CC

$250,000
Ortega Forest

$245,000
Martha Washington Condo

$229,000
Mandarin Sweetwater Creek

$210,000
Fairfax Manor Shirley Avenue

Call Our
Realtors for
Information

Wade
Griffin
534.0969

Anne
Rain
472.9809

Seth
Kimball
270.0210

Christie
Radney
962.3049

Teresa
Graham
568.7230

Denisha
Campbell
482.7436

Ruth
Parish
343.4406

Joyce
Buchanan
923.1877

Tripp
Jessica
Sherry
Newsom Santiago Jones Faircloth
234.6117
483.6380
463.7649

Ann
Baxley
504.7573

Russell
Dubier
718.0269

Patricia
Orange
612.0211

Patrick
O’Rourke
312.4757

Krys
O’Rourke
314.2333

About These
Homes

Jennifer
Stokes
923.0494

Tracy
Lohse
466.7546

Crystal Bernier
In-House Loan Officer
904-437-8234

3610 St. Johns Avenue, 32205
www.VanguardColdwellBanker.com
Each Ofﬁce is Independently Owned and Operated.

Calling All Realtors! Our Avondale agents average higher
production than our local competitors.
Want to know more?
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Legal snipe hunting for
illegal signs
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

W

hen it comes to litterbugs,
hunting for snipes has a whole
new meaning. Contrary to the
old practical joke that sends someone on an
impossible task, snipe hunts in Jacksonville
are the real thing.
According to the Ordinance Code on
Zero Tolerance on Litter, a snipe sign is
illegal and the person(s) posting snipe signs
can be fined. The term is defined to include
signs that are tacked, nailed, posted, pasted,
glued or otherwise attached to public
property, including trees, utility poles and
boxes, benches, shelters and fences.
Snipe signs are considered to be
abandoned property if they are placed
without prior consent of the property owner
and, as such, may be removed by anyone.
Paul Bremer of Riverside is trained and
certified by the City’s Code Compliance
Division to write citations for illegal signs
in the city right-of-ways. “I have been one
of those sign volunteers concentrating on
Riverside for over two years now, have
written four whole books of citations and
have appeared at special magistrates hearings
many times to defend my citations,” Bremer
said. “Haven’t lost one yet!”
Although Bill and Melody Bishop of San
the Marco are not officially active in the Sign

Volunteer program, they do pick up snipe
signs in the right-of-ways weekly which has
helped to reduce the number of snipe signs
in the neighborhoods.
“The Sign Volunteers program as it
is a worthy endeavor; the City citations’
division already has much to do with little
to do it with, and perhaps if folks were
cited they would be discouraged from this
approach of getting their business name
on the street literally – and litter-ally,” said
Melody Bishop.
Bremer also noted that the targeted
efforts of Code Enforcement Officers and
Sign Volunteers have greatly reduced the
number of illegal signs in the city. “Some of
the worst offenders have gotten the message
that they are wasting their money putting
signs out, but more could still be done if the
funding was available. Increasing the fines
would both deliver a message and pay for
enforcement efforts,” he said, regarding the
proposed bill 2014-0553, which amends
Section 741.107 of the Municipal Code.
Currently one offense results in a $50
fine, but the bill will amend that first
violation to a $150 fine, the second to
$300 and the offenses thereafter at $500
each. The bill was introduced Aug. 12 by
Council members Denise Lee, Jim Love,
John Crescimbeni, Bill Gulliford and
Warren Jones. v
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Local resident becomes
100 gallon blood donor

B

inion Williams, 72,
of Fairfax, reached his
100th gallon milestone
mark giving blood on Aug.
12, and returned for his 490th
donation on Aug. 26. Williams
is the only 100-gallon donor
in Northeast Florida to
have given all his blood to
Northeast Florida patients in
need.
Williams gave his first
pint while serving in the
U.S. Navy in Jacksonville
in 1961. A young girl was
struck by a car, and the Navy Binion Williams with Julie Gremillion, The Blood
issued a plea to its sailors to
Alliance’s Supervisor and Phlebotomist at The
help out by giving blood.
Blood Alliance at Orange Park.
With four hours of “Vampire
Leave” issued to sailors who
thought about it, try it at least once…
gave blood, it was a win-win for both
it’s very gratifying!” said Williams.
those who needed the lifesaving blood
Williams began Apheresis donations
and for Williams who would spend
(platelets) downtown at the Shands
an hour of his day on leave doing his
donation center on 10th Street, and he
community service. It was more than
was “hooked” up to continue this path
just community service for that period until his 100th gallon donation was
of his life in the Navy – Williams
achieved.
continued to give blood 489 times
“I’m so proud of him!” said Ginnie,
since that day in 1961, with all of his
his wife of 51 years. “In addition to
gifts donated in Jacksonville.
saving the lives in our community, he
“You have people who need it
has raised four great kids and we are all
every hour of every day. If you’ve never
very proud of him.” v

Stunning Riverfront Home

Hidden Hills Country Club

Stunning & magnificent home. New in 2006. Timeless
beauty started with a 1929 structure that was transformed
to a home rich in character and incredible architectural
detail. Fabulous views of downtown skyline along the St.
Johns captivate this home & offer one of the best settings
in Jacksonville. Gourmet kitchen features ‘’rain forest brown’’
granite countertops, Wolfe gas range, Sub-Zero refrigerator/
freezer & island. Home Theatre with comfy theatre seating.
Gated entrance into courtyard drive.

• 4593 Ortega Blvd
• Pool
• 5 bedrooms
• 6 baths
• 6,878 square feet
• $3,850,000

© 2014 BHH Affliliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Roadwork around the area
Bike-pedestrian path across the St. Johns River
confirmed

As if resurfacing Roosevelt Blvd. isn’t enough to create traffic disruptions, as shown
in this photo, just beyond the Waffle House construction crews will soon be seen
demolishing a home and a bookstore to make way for a new Starbucks coffee shop.

Roosevelt Boulevard resurfacing

A $4 million improvement project on Roosevelt Boulevard began last month and will
continue through spring 2015, resurfacing U.S. 17 from Timuquana Road to Woodmere
Street, according to Ron Tittle, public information officer for Florida Department of
Transportation.
Intermittent lane closures during the day from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday are primarily for drainage and concrete work. Nighttime lane closures from 6 p.m.
to 5:30 a.m. Monday through Sunday will begin this month for resurfacing.
The work includes drainage improvement, traffic signals, guardrails, sidewalks and
bicycle paths. Motorists should use caution when traveling through the construction
site. For the safety of workers, speeding fines are doubled as required by state law when
workers are present

WS Builders

Last month City Council member Robin Lumb confirmed key details of the Florida
Department of Transportation’s revised plans for widening the Fuller Warren Bridge
and for re-working portions of the I-10 / I-95 interchange. The proposed project will be
funded entirely with a combination of state and federal transportation dollars and requires
absolutely no contribution from local Jacksonville taxpayers.
Although the FDOT has agreed to a number of modifications that will reduce or
mitigate project impacts, the “game changer” according to Lumb will be the addition of
a 12-foot wide bike-pedestrian path across the St. John’s River linking the Riverside and
Brooklyn neighborhoods with San Marco and the Southbank.
“The plan is to create a bike-pedestrian path that’s physically separate from, but
supported by, the structure of the Fuller Warren Bridge,” said Lumb. “As I understand
it, it’s a cantilevered design
that would be protected from
the travel lanes by a concrete
safety barrier.”
Other changes to the
FDOT plans – which were
originally announced in
December 2013 but received
significant push back from
area residents and business
owners – include the
elimination of a proposed
flyover from I-10 west to
Robin Lumb shares an overview of the plans for the
U.S. 17 South (Roosevelt
Fuller Warren Bridge widening project with District 2
Blvd.), the construction of
Councilman Bill Bishop. The plan includes the first ever
sound walls along portions
bike-pedestrian path across the St. John’s River.
of I-10 between McDuff
Ave. and College St.,
installing shaded L.E.D. lighting to reduce the effects of the high-intensity lamps that
wash over into surrounding residential areas and the elimination of the two large retention
ponds under the Fuller Warren Bridge between Riverside Ave. and College St.

Does Your Kitchen Make You Happy?

Design
 Build
 Remodel


Kitchens 
Bathrooms 
Additions 
904.388.2883

WSBUILDERSJACKSONVILLE.COM

Be amongst the first to experience the 220 lifestyle
Apartment homes starting at $975
Experience the lifestyle you
deserve. 220 Riverside offers
thoughtfully designed amenities
with everyday comfort in mind.
Treat yourself to the sparkling
saltwater pool, 220 lounge,
resident clubroom and fitness
studio where you can relax, enjoy
great conversation and connect
with your friends and neighbors.
A unique urban living experience
awaits you at 220 Riverside.

Embrace the
Lifestyle
220 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202

855.712.7847
220RiversideApartments.com
Call or Visit us TODAY!
*only 4 options pictured

Jax Resident - 10” x 16” - September2014 - Rep: Seth Williams (904)-388-8839 x 101

New Year

New Memories

Wishing you a happy and prosperous New Year.

We’re here to help create sweet memories for you and your family.

11701-10 San Jose Blvd.
in Jacksonville

1520 W. University Blvd.
in Jacksonville

winndixie.com/RoshHashanah

Start saving today on all your holiday shopping at your neighborhood Winn-Dixie!
STORE COUPON

5 off

$

EXPIRES 9/30/2014

any purchase
of $50 or more

Some exclusions apply. Limit one coupon per transaction, per customer. No cash value. Must be presented at time of purchase. Customer Reward Card
required. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Cannot be reproduced. Excludes taxes, alcohol, tobacco, gift cards, money orders, postage stamps,
pharmacy prescriptions, fees, FTD, charity, Western Union, shipping, utility payments, fuel service departments, vending machine, bottle deposits/refunds,
event tickets or lottery. Minimum $50.00 purchase required before taxes. Visit our in-store kiosks or winndixie.com to sign up or manage your account.
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New life for local park

Community garden the right opportunity for young architects
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

T

he mountainous, stony city of
Gjirokastër, in southern Albania,
has an indirect influence on the
winning design for the Riverside Avondale
Community Garden. But you won’t see a
proliferation of stone; instead, the warmth
of wood is the focus for the design.
Architect Dorina Bakiri, recently a
former Avondale resident and member
of the Emerging Design Professionals,
grew up in Gjirokastër. The winner of the
garden design competition said the town
had beautiful architecture and she used to
draw those buildings, dreaming one day of
becoming an architect.
Bakiri followed her sister to Florida
about 12 years ago, to study architecture
at the University of Florida. Now she is a
U.S. citizen and works for Reynolds, Smith
and Hills.
At a recent community kickoff meeting
at the proposed site for the garden – the
Willowbranch Rose Garden Park – Bakiri
explained her vision for the design took
elements from the homes and gardens in
Riverside and Avondale.
“I was trying to take into consideration
the historic buildings in Avondale and
took elements that already existed in
the neighborhood, the elaborate private
gardens, the pavers, the historical rose
garden, a delicate wood fence that creates
a sculpture piece around the site but still
blocks the mess inside,” she said. “The

design was done in a way to mirror the
garden to expand it in the future.”
The softly curving wood fence will
include a bench on both sides of the
wall, so both gardeners and passers-by
can sit and relax. A paved area just inside
the garden’s entrance can be covered
with a fabric canopy to shade small
meetings and educational gatherings.
Bakiri also envisions night lighting
under the benches.
“This is a prominent corner in
Avondale so having steel fencing we
couldn’t get a certificate of appropriateness
for that, but Dorina has taken it to the
next level, said Susan Fraser, project
organizer. “It’s a piece of art.”
Fraser explained that the fence will
Carmen Godwin, executive director for RAP, talks to interested gardeners about the
protect the garden from four-legged
plans for the Riverside/Avondale Community Garden.
intruders and also provide a sense of
security for the gardeners.
electric and water bills put in our name,
will be volunteer requirements. Since
The community garden design
Godwin anticipates a demand greater than
and maintain the property. We are also
project was a chance for the Emerging
the 35 plots available at $50 per season
going to manage the approval process,
Design Professionals to display their
(half a year), a lottery will be used to assign
obtain the certificate of appropriateness
talents. Brandon Pourch, president of
as this is in a historic district, get building the 4x20-foot plots.
the group, said “It has to be the right
Although Bakiri is not currently
permits, and follow ADA requirements,”
opportunity, and this was a perfect way
gardening, she said she is on a waiting
for us to engage the community, show off said Godwin.
list for a community garden at the
Fraser explained that “We’ll be taking
our design skills and help the people of
beach, to which she recently moved.
this property away from open public use
Riverside/Avondale.”
Both gardening and architecture have
to specific public use, so the site has to be
According to Carmen Godwin,
something in common for the young
prepared;
irrigation,
electric
and
parking
executive director for Riverside Avondale
Albanian. “It’s a profession that all
have to be put together.”
Preservation, RAP will serve as the
your life you’ll keep learning and every
The garden will function as a co-op,
managing entity in the public-private
day you’ll realize you know so little,”
with management by the members. Every
partnership. “As part of the agreement,
gardener will sign an agreement, and there she stated. v
we have to provide insurance, have the

The National Association of
Realtors came out with a report
recently that said 50% of all
Realtors nationwide did not do
a single transaction in the first
half of 2014. I wondered how
this could be because all
the hard working Realtors
I know are listing and

selling homes. Business is good. I
realized that what this actually means
is every other Realtor a person meets
is a part time agent who has had no
closings in 2014. That is daunting. It
doesn’t reflect well on me nor does it
reflect well on my chosen profession.
A word of advice? Ask questions
when you speak to the floor agent…

How long have you been a Realtor?
Are you a full time Realtor? Do you
sell a lot of homes? Have you ever
been in a law suit? Choose your
Realtor wisely. It’s not easy to sell a
house. With over two decades of full
time experience…why not try me?

Anne Burpee Rain

Broker Associate, Previews International

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Today’s market needs an experienced agent.
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

—Anne Rain
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JTA Changes from page 1
need to go back to the core; it’s mass
transit and we need to be able to provide
transportation to the masses.”
In addition to Route Optimization, the
JTA is introducing a mobile and web app,
NextBus, which will help riders determine
how close their bus is to its stop. Riders of
the Riverside/Avondale Weekend Trolley
have already experienced something similar
on the first weekend of each month since
January using a GPS real time trolley
tracker developed by software developer
Dylan Phillips, an Avondale resident.
Skyway expansion, maybe
Downtown and urban core transit
riders may get another Skyway

station if the TIGER [Transportation
Investments Generating Economic
Recovery] Discretionary Grant for
$15.1 million [57% federal/43% local
share] goes through.

“If it’s approved, we’re
looking forward
to extending the Skyway
into Brooklyn,
where the new Fresh
Market is going in”
-Leigh Ann Rassler

Like most homeowners with old sash windows,
you have probably completed numerous repairs
and remodeling projects at your home and put
“those old windows” on the back burner.
Many times it’s due to not understanding what
your options are, the cost of repairs and who you
can call to have the work done.
If you have old wooden sash, or metal windows
that need attention, please give us a call.

904.551.7616
*In house financing available

“If it’s approved, we’re looking forward
to extending the Skyway into Brooklyn,
where the new Fresh Market is going in,”
said Rassler. “We expect to hear in the
next 30 to 60 days. The grants are very
competitive but we’re hopeful.”
Rassler did note that the Skyway, now
25 years old, has aged to the point where
it’s hard to get parts for the vehicles,
casting some doubt on long-term viability.
“The future may not be the Skyway
as we know it; it may be a hybrid and

Bottega
by Liz Grenamyer
prepared dinners for busy
people like you.
open m-f 10-7, sat. 10-2

FOR TODAY’S
MENU:
Email us at
Bottega@cateringbyliz.com or
check out our facebook page

that’s what we want to look at,” she said.
“Where is it the most needed? Where
would it have the most ridership and
contribute to economic development? We
want to look at all the possible spokes off
the existing Skyway.”
The JTA recently kicked off a
technology study to answer those
questions, but it could be up to a year
before all the results are known.
Rapid transit downtown
Just last year, shortly after Nat Ford
joined the JTA, Southbank residents
fought a proposal to put a Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) lane on Riverplace Blvd.
Now, the JTA is looking to break ground
this fall on a BRT lane Downtown.
Rassler said it will have limited stops, with
technology on board that directs traffic
signals to “hold to green” to get traffic
through much quicker so people can get to
their destinations faster.
Speaking of green, the BRT buses will
be “green” low-floor buses, running on
compressed natural gas. The JTA expects to
put 40 such buses into service over a fouryear period.

New JTA offices
Following on the heels of the
Route Optimization launch, the JTA
is scheduled to move to a building on
Atlantic Place in mid-December. The
new interim headquarters will include a
centralized customer service area on the
ground floor, for riders to purchase bus
passes or new STAR cards, apply for jobs,
ask questions about routes, check for
items at Lost and Found.
“We have a five-year lease with an
opt-out after four years. When the new
Jacksonville Regional Transportation
Center is built, we’ll move our interim
administrative offices down to that
location, which will be built just north of
the Convention Center, adjacent to the
Skyway,” Rassler said. “That will be the
main bus hub and include Greyhound,
and hopefully in the future, light
commuter rail.”
The administrative offices move will
make way on JTA’s operations campus for
a CNG fueling and maintenance facility,
and the paratransit operations will also
move to the operations campus, according
to Rassler. v

• Vendors for pets & people!
• Food vendors
• “Laundromutt” charity dog wash
• Free doggie nail trims
• Ask-the-Vet / Ask-the-Trainer
• Dogs available for adoption
• Face painting & fun for everyone

Proceeds beneﬁt nonproﬁts St. Francis Animal Hospital
& St. Philip Neri Animal Ministry to help family pets in need of medical care

Fletcher Park • 1652 Atlantic Blvd. • Jacksonville
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Late Bloomers Garden Club receives award

Accepting their Environmental Achievement Award award were Late Bloomers members
Barbara Ketchum, Courtenay Wilson, Gabriele Dempsey and Marty Jones.

Members serve on
national level

Environmental Symposium on Aug. 15.
Dooley’s nomination stated “This is
not your run-of-the-mill garden club!
These women are serious about their
defined purpose, which is ‘to stimulate
the knowledge and love of gardening
and flower arranging; to share the
advantages of association by means of
meetings, conferences, correspondence
and publications; and to restore, improve
and protect the quality of environment
through programs and action in the

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

N

ominated by Anna Dooley of
Greenscape, the Late Bloomers
Garden Club received the
Environmental Achievement Award in the
Community/Civic Category at the 2014

fields of horticulture, conservation, civic
improvement and education.’ Their
dedication to environmental stewardship
is evident by their contributions to the
community through its civic projects
and grants.”
Founded in 1990 by Alice Ulmer and
Christine Schmidt (mother-in-law of
current president Cyndi Schmidt), the
club wanted to get more involved in civic
projects and grants around the city. Some
of those past projects and grants include
the Cummer Museum garden maintenance
and restoration of the Italian fountain,
both the 5 Points Restoration and the
Great 20,000 Tree Giveaway in partnership
with Greenscape, and the River Friendly
Yard program in partnership with the St.
Johns Riverkeeper.
The Late Bloomers Garden Club,
a member club of the Garden Club of
America, is a group of about 60 members.
They established the award-winning
“Serenity Garden” for patients and families
at Gateway Community Service and were
key in planning and participating in a
future major overhaul of Hemming Plaza
this past spring.
According to Dooley, members are
involved in every environmental group
in Jacksonville. Late Bloomer members
Susan Fisher and the late Ann Baker also

Come and See...

Why does Sunshine Foods offer organic
produce and other whole foods?

September 7
Rally Day

849 Park Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904.355.4585
r p c j a x. o r g

Celebration of Arts

8/18/14 11:48 AM

Gem Lapidary

FORT SURPLUS Jewelers & Engravers
• HAND GUNS
• STUN GUNS
• AMMUNITION
• PEPPER SPRAY
& more

Because they agree with most organic shoppers
and feed their family the same thing they offer
your family— safe, outstanding products!

Come and see all that Riverside
Presbyterian Church has to offer this fall.
Worship 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sept. BW.indd 1

LICENSED FIREARMS
DEALER

founded Greenscape in 1975 and later
founded Jax Pride, which evolved into City
Beautiful. “When severe cuts were made in
the 2007 City Public Grant Program, The
Late Bloomers began a partnership with
Greenscape to present The Root Ball, an
annual fundraiser to help raise awareness
of the importance of trees in Jacksonville
and assist in the support of Jacksonville’s
only tree planting organization,” noted the
nomination.
Several Late Bloomers participate on
the GCA national level such as Ortega
resident Debbie Melnyk, who serves on the
Executive Committee; Courtenay Wilson
of Ortega and Lane Dawkins of Riverside
also have national duties. Sally Barnett, a
resident of Avondale, was the editor of the
GCA Bulletin, the organization’s national
magazine, for the last five years.
In April 2016, the club will host a Zone
Meeting, welcoming 150 GCA members
from Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina
and Florida.
Many of the members live in the
Ortega neighborhoods, while president
Cyndi Schmidt lives in San Marco; her
mother Alice Coughlin was also one of
the founders. “We do have members all
over Jacksonville,” said Schmidt. “Many
are from Southside, the Beaches and even
Amelia Island.” v

HOURS:
M-F 10-5
SAT 10-2

We buy quality
firearms &
ammunition!

Engraved gifts
• Jewelry & Keepsakes
for any occasion... • Firearms/Knives

Locally Owned & Operated

Your Local Source

4206 Herschel Street
Jacksonville
904-388-1200

4204/6 Herschel St. 32210

We are this close
to ending polio
Now is our chance to change the world. To make
sure no child is disabled by polio ever again.
endpolionow.org

Your Purchase of
$25 or more.

for certified

• Business Card Holders
• Plaques & Frames

Personal & Home defense solutions

5 OFF

$

products & Produce

One coupon per customer, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/14.

End of Summer
Smoothie Special

$1 OFF

Try our Island Paradise
Green Smoothie:
Sugar-Free Vanilla Coconut Milk,
Dairy-Free Vanilla Protein Powder,
Honeydew Melon, Mango,
Banana, Spinach and Chia Seeds

e

This Clos

Rotary
Club of
West
Jacksonville
Dan Dodd

One coupon per customer, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/14.

4530-13 St. Johns Avenue, Jacksonville FL 32210
Located at the intersection of Roosevelt & St. Johns Ave.

www.sunshinenaturalfoods.com • 904-503-1737
Find us on
Insta

www.facebook.com/westjaxrotary
Visit westjaxrotary.org

This months ad is also brought to you by
proud members R. Malcolm Fortson, Jr.
and Harry Roddenberry, Jr.

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.- 8 p.m. • Closed Sunday
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Track Project from page 1
Rotary, and a resident of the community,
said “A lot of the members live in the
neighborhood and want this to be a
successful project and believe it will help
property values and be good for the
community. We’re invested in this and will
help maintain the park.”
The Riverside Rotary Club is also heavily
involved in this public-private partnership.
As Holt Graves, president of Riverside
Rotary, explained, “Many members live in
Ortega Forest and attended Stockton or their
children attend the school. We’re happy to
be part of this improvement to the school
and the community.”
Greenscape, a 30-year-old organization
whose mission is to protect, promote and
plant trees, became involved two years
ago at a board meeting, and committed to
plant trees for the project.
Not seeing the forest for the trees
Potentially putting the entire project in
jeopardy, residents along Carlisle and Long
Bow roads are upset about the removal of
pine trees on the school property and are
not happy about the idea of a fence being
erected around the perimeter of the school,
including the park, which has come to be
viewed as “community property.”
Although the project came about
initially as a track and field improvement,
other issues came to light during the
discovery process, including poor
drainage on the field, lack of staterequired fencing for both security and
safety, an open retention pond and the
two portable classrooms located on the
east side of the property.

explained that the majority
of the trees to be removed
are native Slash Pine, some
exhibiting signs of Pine
Bark Beetle infestation. The
addition of Live Oaks to
mitigate the loss of the pine
trees is a positive gain, in
Moscarillo’s opinion. “That’s
like swapping in Yugos for
Escalades,” he said. Moscarillo
also noted that the trees will
be placed purposefully, rather
than growing “willy nilly.”
Addressing questions about
who would be responsible
for watering the new trees,
he stated that Greenscape
will be involved, as will the
landscape contractor, and
other groups who have a
stake in the project.
Marc Sellers, president of Friends of Stockton, said the
genesis of the project came about after a particularly
rainy fall festival five years ago.
The Honorable Becki Couch, chairman
of Duval County Public School Board, and
representative for the school said, clearly,
“If there is not going to be a track, we will
not incur the cost to move the portables
just because they are an eyesore. DCPS is
not footing the bill for a track back there.
The portables would be moved only if the
project goes through.”
To allay concerns about “deforestation,” John Moscarillo, urban
forester for the City of Jacksonville,

Good fences make good
neighbors
As regards fencing, there
are three options about the
type of the six-foot high fence
required under state law. If it were left up
to the school board, the least expensive –
and least attractive – option is a galvanized
chain-link fence. The Rotary clubs, with
the bond money promised by Councilman
Love, had proposed a black vinyl chain-link
fence, which is considered to be optimal
in “disappearing” from view, as noted by
Bob Chabot, Ortega Forest resident and
director of horticulture and facilities for the
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens.
A third option, favored by some of
the residents across the streets from
the school, is a style known locally as
LaVilla, a wrought-iron fence used at
The LaVilla School and at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School. This option is
half as expensive as the second option.
Some residents like the decorative touch
while others claimed it simulated the
feeling of being in a compound.

Marc Sellers, president of Friends of
Stockton, said “We need to keep in mind
that safety for the school is paramount
and although the fence is contentious, it
should not be a stumbling block. It’s not
often you have businesses coming together
to pour money into a park. It’s a unique
situation and it’s what makes Stockton
such a great school.”
Who has final say?
By the end of the overly long
meeting, it was clear that frustration
had mounted for all parties on both
sides of the tree and fence issues. One
nearby resident said, “We’re concerned
about our property values and don’t
necessarily see this as beneficial for all
concerned. We want to see the best for
everyone.”
Even more strident was a complaint
from another resident, “You keep telling
us, ‘Trust us, you’ll love it…’ but are none
of you taking seriously what we are saying
or are you just humoring us? Can you
blame us for being suspicious?”
Couch stated that although there was
some room for compromise, she did not
want to see the project fail over trees.
“We can discuss the trees and work
together to come up with a better solution
of shade,” said Couch. “I want to make
it clear, though, this is school board
property. This is the first school in my
four years of being on the board where
we’ve had a community meeting about
improving school board property. This is
not a city park.”
At the end of the day, if community
disagreement remains vocal, the Duval
County School Board would be well
within its right to “take its ball and bat and
go home.”
“If we don’t go forward with it and
the Rotary decides they don’t want to
stir up community and cause them to
be angry, eventually you will get a chainlink aluminum fence,” Couch said as she
concluded the meeting. v

Back to school
also means a great
time to come back
to church.
Please join us at our convenient
service times at St Johns
Presbyterian church.

Sunday WorShip Schedule
9 a.m. 21st Century Traditional Worship Service in the Main Worship Center
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in the Main Worship Center

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax
www.sjpcjax.org
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Joint reunion for Lee
Classes of 1958, 1959
and 1960

SEPTEMBER 2014
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T

he Robert E. Lee High School Class of 1959 hosted its 55th reunion
on Aug. 9, inviting along the ‘58 and ‘60 classes, the wish, according to
Norman Abraham (Class of 1959), of former classmate Hank Haynes. The
three classes met together at the Downtown Hyatt Hotel for a Gala Summer Event
of heavy hors d’oeuvres and a lot of visiting.
“Everyone really enjoyed it,” said Abraham, event chair. “Hank wanted to have
all three classes together and he had all the contact information on his computer.
When he died, it got deleted; it took several months to get it all together again, but
it was Hank’s wish and we fulfilled it.”

Private
Charters:
• Birthdays/Anniversaries •
• Corporate events •
• Holiday parties •
• Weddings •
UP TO

149

GUESTS

Public
Cruises:
• Lunches •
• Sunset dinners •
• Hors’ D oeuvres •
• Champagne brunches •

For more information call

904.398.9553

www.foxyladycruises.com

fresh italian taste

FLY TO ITALY IN 10 HOURS...OR ORDER
FROM ALE PIE HOUSE IN 1 MINUTE!

Order Online Now

alepiehouse.com

5-mile delivery radius
!
Mon.-Sat.
10-11
Sun. 11-9
www.elliebing.com

Mondays 7pm

(904) 503-8000 Trivia
3951 St. Johns Avenue

(at Herschel St.)

night

Happy Hour 2-7pm Daily

Luxury Waterfront Living!
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

Ortega Forest

Avondale

6 bedrooms/7.5 bath • offered at $2,300,000

5 bedrooms/4.5 bath • offered at $1,450,000

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Community Calendar
Delicious Destinations

Wed., Sept. 3 to Sat., Sept. 6, Ponte Vedra
Inn & Club
The 13th annual gourmet food and
wine benefit for St. Vincent’s Healthcare
Foundation, includes a clean-eating
showcase, a celebrity chef luncheon, and
the premier food and wine gala to wrap up
the four-day event. (904) 308-7338, www.
deliciousdesinationsjax.com

Strut Your Mutt

Sat., Sept. 6, Registration starts at 8 a.m.
run/walk at 9:30 a.m., Riverside Park,
753 Park Street
Contests include Pet Look-A-Like, Best
Kisser, Rescue Runway Fashion Show,
and more. The event benefits local animal
rescue organizations.

5th Annual Financial Fitness
5K/Fun Run
Sat., Sept. 13, 8 a.m., Fletcher Park
Free fun run at 9 a.m. benefits Duval
County Public Schools. To register:
www.1stplacesports.com

Run for the Arts

Sat., Sept. 13, 5:30 p.m., Bold City
Brewery, 2670-7 Roselle St.
Support the Riverside Fine Arts Association
during a run/walk event that ends with
beverages and live music. To register: www.
prsracetiming.com

Fries With That Wine

Thurs., Sept. 18, 6-9 p.m., EverBank
Field, Terrace Suite
A variety of wines paired with McDonald’s
favorites to benefit the Ronald McDonald
House. (904) 807-4663, www.rmhjax.org

4 Annual Remission Rocks
th

Fri., Sept. 19, 6-11 p.m., River City
Brewing, 835 Museum Circle
Kick off Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and celebrate Bosom Buddies’ 26th
anniversary at the benefit. Ticket includes
drink, appetizers; silent auction and live
entertainment. (904) 722-3000

St. Paul’s Carnival

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 19-20, St. Paul’s Catholic
School, 2609 Park St.
2nd Annual two-day carnival; advance ticket
sales, information (904) 387-2841.

Shindig on the Seine

Fri., Sept. 19, 6-9 p.m., The Garden Club
of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave.
Annual benefit and 20th anniversary
celebration for Sanctuary on 8th Street
features casual fare from Biscottis, Bono’s
Catering and bluegrass entertainment.
(904) 356-3588, www.sanctuaryon8th.org

6th Annual Avondale 5K
Classic

Sat., Sept. 20, 8 a.m., begins at The
Shoppes of Avondale

Guests at the Shindig on the Seine can run
off the previous evening’s cuisine at the
annual 1-mile fun run and 5K to benefit
Sanctuary on 8th Street. (904) 387-2060,
www.sanctuaryon8th.org

Toast to the Animals

Sat., Sept. 20, 6:30-10:30 p.m., Hyatt
Regency Downtown
Sample hundreds of beers and wines with a
variety of gourmet hors d’oeuvres and desserts
to benefit the Jacksonville Humane Society.
(904) 725-8766, www.jaxhumane.org

Bike MS

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 20-21, 6:30 a.m. St.
Augustine Airport to Daytona Beach
Boardwalk
The scenic two-day ride benefits the
Florida Chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society
(904) 332-6810, www.bikems.org

Brides Against Breast Cancer

Sun., Sept. 21, 1-6 p.m., Sheraton
Jacksonville, 10605 Deerwood Park Blvd.
Charity wedding gown sale and bridal show
benefits children and adults impacted by
cancer. www.bridesagainstbreastcancer.org

Community Connections
Tribute

Thurs., Sept. 25, 5:30 p.m., Times-Union
Center, 300 Water St.
Daniel and Rebekah Davis to receive

the 2014 Florence N. Davis award for
community achievement at the reception
and dinner. (904) 350-9949, www.
communityconnectionsjax.org

Dragon Boat Festival

Sat., Sept. 27, Opening Ceremony, 8
a.m., racing 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., The
Jacksonville Landing
Dragon boat races, multicultural
performances, free family day of fun
benefits In the Pink, a nonprofit boutique
for women with cancer. (904) 372-0029,
jeri@jaxinthepink.net

Festival of Flight

Sat., Sept. 27, 2-6 p.m., Memorial Park,
1620 Riverside Ave.
Food, games, live music and more fun to
benefit Angels for Allison

Piggin’ and Peddlin’

Sat., Oct. 4, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m, Ortega
United Methodist Church, 4807
Roosevelt Blvd.
Annual arts and crafts and BBQ, includes
pulled pork and chicken. (904) 389-5556

FinFest at Sawgrass

Sat., Oct. 4, 6:30-10:30 p.m., Sawgrass
Marriott Resort & Spa, 1000 PGA Tour Blvd.
Annual fundraiser for Jacksonville
Speech & Hearing Center includes food,
beverages, live and silent auctions. www.
eventbrite.com

Proven Success With the
#1 Ofﬁce in the Neighborhood
www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com

Call (904) 388-5005

SOLD

SOLD

2525 COLLEGE ST - 1117 and 1118

1/1/1-1,125 sqft. Two of the 1 bedroom 1.5 bath loft
townhouse condos SOLD by Lee Elmore this past month. If you
have been thinking about buying at The John Gorrie the time is
now as prices will increase as inventory drops. Call us today.

SOLD

2064 Herschel ST 101

2/2-1,451 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck and Josh Nugent before it even
went on the market! Chelsea Lofts are hot hot hot and prices continue
to go up up up! This is the best built condo building in this price point
in the 5-points/Riverside area and is walking distance to all the action.

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®
(904) 923-4073

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
(904) 755-1911

2525 COLLEGE 1212

2/2-1,390 sqft. SOLD by Lee Elmore. Beautiful Corner 2nd Floor
condo in the Historic John Gorrie building. A former Junior High
School, The John Gorrie was converted to 68 Condominium Homes.
Walk to Tres Leches and 13 Gypsies restaurants and Bold Bean.

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®
305-331-6518

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®
(904) 540-7672

LISTED AND SOLD BY US
1390 Rensselaer AVE

3/2-1,374 sqft. Adorable Craftsman Bungalow in Prime Location! Built
2008, looks brand new! Walk to Boone Park & Shoppes of Avondale.
Beautifully zeroscaped front yard with lovely river birch, front porch
and living/dining room with fireplace. Great back yard and deck.

Dana Davis
REALTOR®
(904) 534-7690

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

UNDER CONTRACT
525 Lomax ST - 1401, 1301, and 701

3614 HEDRICK ST

4/2/1-3,336 sqft. SOLD by the O’steen/Donnell Team and
Jane Slater. Located on a double lot, this 1920 two story
traditional home is ready for new owners! Just steps away
from the restaurants and stores of Avondale.

Laney Smith
REALTOR®
(904) 674-1888

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®
904-608-5481

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®
904-599-3429

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4417

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®
(904) 705-6464

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
(904) 434-9777

Anita Vining
REALTOR®
(904) 923-1511

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®
(904) 838-3920

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
(904) 910-2782

3 more units under contract ranging in price from 1.325 to
2.3M. Make an appointment today, units are going under
contract fast and there were only 45 opportunities to begin
with. This will be THE premier condo building in Riverside!

UNDER CONTRACT
2525 COLLEGE ST 1104

2/2/1-1,374 sqft. As you can see there is a pretty clear
pattern at The John Gorrie, they are selling fast! Riverside
is coming back BIG TIME and there are very few condo
opportunities in the area. Call today before they are sold out!

4903 ROBERT GORDON RD - $550,000
Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4503

Melissa Keyes
REALTOR®
(904) 616-6425

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®
(904) 655-8232

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®
(904) 210-6399

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®
(904) 962-5176

Jane Slater
REALTOR®
(904) 333-3883

Claire Autrey
REALTOR®
(904) 742-9309

Mat Glas
REALTOR®
(904) 562-8059

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
(904) 707-6548

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®
(904) 704-1576

4/3-2,178 sqft. Pristine and fully renovated home with tremendous
curb appeal and a great floor plan in the heart of Ortega! Professional
landscaping, huge fenced yard, 3 car garage and fantastic guest
house are just a few of the wonderful features of this home.

4311 Demedici AVE - $209,000

4667 Verona AVE - $300,000

3/2-1,830 sqft. Elegant and cozy all at once! You will think
you are in a B&B. Beautiful hardwood floors everywhere
welcome you in the front door. Add to that the plantation
shutters and customized remodeled kitchen.

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342
(904) 708-2423

Elizabeth O’Steen & Susan
Donnell, REALTORS®
(904) 465-1706
(904) 994-6677

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

3/1-1,507 sqft. Cute as a button!! This charming home has an
updated kitchen and bath, lots of light, spacious bedrooms,
pretty hardwoods and large fenced backyard with a 2 car
garage. It’s move-in ready.

NEW PRICE
2970 ST. JOHNS AVE GH - $300,000

2/2-1,636 sqft. Hard to find ground floor condo at the beautiful
Beau Rivage located in the Heart of Historic Avondale. No elevators
necessary - just walk right out your door to the beautiful grounds
or to the nearby swimming pool. Nice views of the St. John’s river.

2064 HERSCHEL ST 102 - $220,000

2/2-1,127 sqft.The Chelsea blends the convenience of urban living with the
ambiance of Riverside’s historic district. Floor plans offer 11-ft ceilings, flexible
lighting grids & exposed spiral duct work. Features exceed the standard
with stained concrete floors, quartz counter tops & European cabinetry.

5135 Pirates Cove RD - $850,000

4/3/1-3,108 sqft. Welcome home to paradise! Enjoy true Florida
living where the indoors and outdoors can be enjoyed to the
fullest. Meticulously maintained pool home is an entertainers
dream! Incredible black bottom pool overlooks Pirates Cove

NEW PRICE
3565 Pine ST - $465,000

4/3-2,196 sqft. Welcome home to the most charming house
in Avondale. Wonderful front porch is the perfect spot to sip a
cup of coffee or share a glass a wine with your neighbors. This
house has a great open floor plan!

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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MOVERS&SHAKERS
Wendorf represents USA in world swim competition
“Four medals, baby! Woo hoo!”
Eric Wendorf of Riverside has every reason to hoot and holler. Wendorf brought home
four top ten medals from the World Championship Swim Competition in Montreal in
August.
“It was one of the best experiences of my life. I’m on Cloud Nine,” Wendorf said.
“I participated in five events and took medals in the 100 meter butterfly, the 200 meter
butterfly, the 200 meter Individual medley where you have to swim fly stroke, back
stroke, breast stroke and free stroke. I also got a medal in the 400 meter individual
medley.”
Wendorf bubbled over with enthusiasm about competing at such a high level and
being so successful in his 50 to 54 year age group. “I’m so happy!” he exclaimed.
All that hard work and training obviously paid off. Although he did not swim for a
particular team, Wendorf and 1500 other swimmers represented the USA.

New weekday farmers market

New to the BOA
(between Ortega
and Avondale)
neighborhood,
Community
Farmers and Arts
Market, opened last
month to a great
turnout.
Located at 4300 St Johns Ave. every Wednesday
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. the open air market
promotes the variety, freshness and taste of North
Florida and South Georgia produce by supporting
small businesses that offer baked goods, preserves,
local honey, crafts, sauces, yard art, homemade
jewelry and more. For more information, contact
Todd Drew, (904) 607-9935.

Corner of
Melrose and
St. John’s a
happening place

Edgewood Bakery owner Carol Rykalsky
shows winner Ralph Bedingfield the
certificate that will grace the bakery walls.

Persistence won the race
for Murray Hill man

Third time was a charm for Murray
Hill resident Ralph Bedingfield, who won
the 6th Annual Doughnut Eating contest
at Edgewood Bakery. Another nearby
resident, Jason Crumbacker, was trying for
the second time to be the winner, and three
stalwart employees gave it a try as well.
When asked how he felt after downing
nearly seven large glazed doughnuts in
two minutes, “I feel beat up,” laughed
Bedingfield, who said he didn’t prepare
for the eating contest. “It’s not about how
much you have inside, it’s just putting
it in.” Bedingfield’s winning tactic was
dunking chunks of doughnuts in water
before ingesting them.

We can repair
or remodel your
home or office.
Carpentry,
ceramic tile,
wood or laminate
floors, painting,
fencing, kitchen
cabinets and
much more.

Fresh Local
Seafood Market

1080-9 Edgewood Ave. S.

904.387.FISH

www.swimmingyesterdayseafood.com

ē˂ʬ˂͈ы˂ʮ

You...

Fri., Sept. 12th

ALL-DAY
BOTOX
PARTY
$ 50
֗ؓ̚ڄΌض

8

Please call for
an appointment.

Dr. Sonia Espinoza, M.D.
Plastic Surgeon

904.389.5533
Casablanca Beauty, Wellness & Day Spa

All work is
guaranteed
for 1 year.
Licensed & Insured

Not Handy? Call Andy!

904.213.8701

#CRC1330545
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MOVERS&SHAKERS
Biscuits all day long in Murray Hill

Residents in Murray Hill and nearby neighborhoods are making
a steady stream through the newly opened doors of Maple Street
Biscuit Company at 1171 Edgewood Avenue South. Manager/
partner Chelsea Harrelson has worked with the company since
its inception and shared that its primary goal is to be part of the
community. “We wanted to take this building back to its historical
bare bones,” she said, noting that many of the table tops are made
from other parts of the building. “The people in Murray Hill are so
welcoming and we want to make them proud to have us here.”
The restaurant is open for breakfast and lunch Monday through Saturday and adds
dinner hours on Friday and Saturday. Call (904) 518-4907 for hours or visit the website.

New owners for historic
Murray Hill bakery

Tom and Carol Rykalsky with Anna, Luke and Ryan;
daughter Mia was not available

AIA recognizes local firms at annual
Design and Honor Awards

Two local firms
received awards at
the Jacksonville
Chapter of the
American Institute
of Architects (AIA)
annual Design and
Thomas Duke, AIA Jacksonville
president-elect, Tom Hurst, Bruce
Honor Awards, given Roland Udenze, Joseph Shepard,
Werner, Glenn Dasher
David Knapp
to those who have
contributed to the advancement of architecture, urban planning, art and craftsmanship.
Avondale firm Dasher Hurst Architects received the Award of Excellence for an addition
and renovations to the Independent Life Building. Haskell Corporation, Riverside, was
given an Award of Merit for the Scripps Proton Therapy Center.

That icon of sugary sweets and treats
Affordable acupuncture opens in Riverside
– the 67-year-old Edgewood Bakery – is
Local acupuncture physicians Ronnie
sporting a makeover. Under new ownership
Yocham and Kendra Lay opened an office
as part of US Culinary & Beverage, LLC,
at 2715 Oak Street last month. The Bow
the bakery will continue to offer customer
Acupuncture & Community Wellness
favorites alongside muffins, cookies, other
clinic offers affordable acupuncture to treat
pastries and smoothies that incorporate
pain, stress or anxiety, and is the first such
healthy vegetable purees created by Tom
dedicated clinic in Jacksonville. Community
and Carol Rykalsky.
acupuncture is offered at a sliding scale of
The couple launched US Culinary &
rates, allowing several clients to be treated in a
Beverage at the 2013 One Spark festival
group setting.
and supply baked goods, purees and slushes
The couple chose Riverside for the same
to restaurant chains, food service providers
reasons many homeowners and businesses do.
and schools nationwide. Former owner
“We fell in love with Riverside…the whole
Gary Polletta continues as Master Baker
urban core…the history, the historic buildings,
and Production Manager along with the
it’s walkable, there’s a great feeling of community here,” said Lay.
other bakery employees, and the Rykalskys
“It’s important for us to live and work in the same area,” Yocham explained, “and we
have also added 10 new team members to really wanted to live in this area.” They live near the Fairfax neighborhood, just minutes
handle the expanding operations at 1012
from the clinic.
Edgewood Avenue South.

Arbor Terrace Ortega is engaged living at its best,
offering state-of-the-art quality living for seniors
coping with Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias.
• A dementia-friendly, one- level design,
including three distinct neighborhoods.
• Neighborhood dining rooms and living
spaces, sun room, patio and courtyard offer a
variety of environments.
• Rehabilitation services on site.
• Gem level programming at its best. Let us
tell you more.
The luxury of amenities, the conﬁdence of care.
When it comes to your loved one, we know
nothing but the best will do.
5760 Timuquana Road
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

(904) 701-7227
www.at-ortega.com

We listen. We respond. We care.
It’s what sets us apart from the rest.
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Shircliff documentary wins Telly award

A documentary on philanthropist Robert Shircliff that
aired as part of Leadership Jacksonville’s Legacy Series
received a silver award at the 35th Annual Telly Awards.
Organizers of the Telly Awards received more than
12,000 entries for video and film productions, online
commercials, video and films from 50 states and numerous
countries and recognized the Shircliff film in the
documentary category.
The Jacksonville Legacy Series, spearheaded by Leadership Jacksonville, showcases
some of the region’s most prominent leaders of recent years. The winning entry was
produced by Lindsey Films, owned by Kent and Pepper Lindsey, whose company also
completed Legacy Series episodes on Frederick H. Schultz, Delores Barr Weaver and
Alton Yates, with additional films in production. Episodes premiere on WJCT and are
available on Leadership Jacksonville’s website.

Local lawyer earns “legal expert” status
with Florida Bar

Ortega Forest resident W. Braxton Gillam, IV was one of nine
Jacksonville lawyers among 165 statewide who recently earned
Florida Bar board certification, a designation that places them
among the only group of Florida lawyers who may use the terms
“specialist,” “expert” or “B.C.S.” for Board Certified Specialist when referring to their
legal credentials. Board certified lawyers are “Evaluated for Professionalism and Tested for
Expertise.”
Gillam, of Milam Howard Nicandri Dees & Gillam, earned board certification in
the area of Civil Trial. He also recently finished his one-year term as president of The
Jacksonville Bar Association.

New executive director at North Florida
Land Trust

Riverside-based North Florida Land Trust announced the position
of executive director has been filled by Ponte Vedra resident Jim
McCarthy. A marketing and operations executive with more than 30
years’ experience in business development, fundraising, public relations
and government affairs, McCarthy will work with government, civic
and community leaders to protect the land in North Florida.

Susan Fuller Tuohy
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Local NPR host
kickstarts new project

The children
at Sanctuary on
Eighth Street
excitedly await
a visit from Al
Letson, local
public radio host,
who promised to
teach a three-week
class in comic
books and sequential art to the Sanctuary’s
kids. Letson, who ran a Kickstarter
campaign this summer to fund publication
of a comic book, surpassed his $15,000
goal by $1,629. Contingent on that
outcome was his commitment to share his
time and talent with the Sanctuary. Letson,
an Ortega Forest resident, is a playwright,
storyteller, actor and host of NPR program
State of the Re:Union.

Ortega resident
joins Converse
College

Amy Tibbals
Morales, a 1986
graduate of Converse
College, has joined
the South Carolina college’s Institutional
Advancement team as Director of
Alumnae/i Relations. Morales will serve
as the primary link between the College
and the Alumnae/i Association, and will
have the overall responsibility of keeping
alumnae/i informed and involved in the
life of Converse through special events and
career and professional networking.
Morales most recently served as president
of the Converse Alumnae Association and is
president of Innovations Learning, LLC. She
will continue to reside in Ortega with her
husband two teenage children.

Knead fills gastro-need with pastries

Burnett, of the “Bold Bean” Burnett family, is proprietor and baker of the newly
opened Knead Bakeshop at 1173 Edgewood Avenue South. Offering fresh baked pastries
and sandwiches Tuesday through Sunday, Knead began as the bakery for Bold Bean two
years ago.
“We bake it all fresh from scratch every
day,” said Burnett. “Or, I should say ‘every
night.’” A production crew comes in at
3 p.m. to make the doughs and batters
until 11 p.m., when the bakers come in to
bake until 5 a.m. The breakfast and lunch
prep crew comes in half an hour before
the doors open at 7 a.m. For a daily look
at what’s in the oven, check out Knead
Carmyn Swindell, Adam Burnett, Taylor Topolski
Bakeshop on Facebook.

F R A M E S : J . F. R E Y ( F R A N C E )

Navigating the way to your new home!
GREAT
NEW PRICE

UNDER
CONTRACT

Susan Tuohy

I LOV E V U E

because they help me wear
my joyful attitude about life
right on my face.

REALTOR®, GRI

904-707-6548
1032 1st St South #4
$600,000
Jacksonville Beach
MLS #681120

1752 Beach Avenue
$849,000
Atlantic Beach
MLS #727493

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

3 5 8 8 ST J O H N S AV E
JACKSONVILLE FL 32205
W W W. I L O V E V U E . C O M

www.jacksonvillerealestatesuccess.com

S H A R O N Y. C O B B
SCREENWRITER

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

9 0 4 .3 8 8 .7 767

Don’t live with pain...
Taoist Tai Chi™ Helps!

$

28

Fall 2014 Classes

.95

+ Shop
supplies & tax

Oil, lube & filter, rotate &
balance tires, complete
safety inspecion
New Customers • Oil, lube & filter, rotate & balance tires, complete
safety inspection. Does not include diesels or synthetic oil. Must
present coupon. Exp. 9/30/14. Please call for an appointment.

Sept. 9th–Nov. 25th
Elks Club • 1855 West Rd • 32216
Sept. 24th–Dec. 17th
Jacksonville Heights Elementary
7750 Tempest St. • 32244
Sept. 18th–Dec. 18th
Buckman Bridge Unitarian
Universalist Church
8447 Manresa Ave. • 32244
ALL CLASSES 6:30–8:00 PM

904-733-8180 • jacksonville.fl@taoist.org
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Derelict boats spell trouble for waterways, owners
Part 1 of Abandoned
Vessels
By Doug Milne
Resident Community News

O

n the back bumper of a weathered
conversion van struggling over the
Roosevelt Bridge is a lazily-placed,
crooked sticker that reads: “B.O.A.T.”
Below the acronym are the words “Break
Out Another Thousand.” Sure, it’s a bumper
sticker. It’s intended to elicit relating laughs
and guffaws. The reality of it, however,
is often a much deeper issue that draws
anything but laughs.
That issue is a maddening one,
dangerous and inexcusable. It’s also everpresent.
Rather than break out that next
grand, the results are left-behind boats,
more often referred to as abandoned,
derelict, orphaned or at-risk. When they
become eye-sores, too high maintenance,
inconvenient or financially-strapping to
their owners, too often the result is all of
the above to an undeserving many.
“Those people are rats,” one
Jacksonville boat owner chided. “That’s
their trash. Their laziness makes their
problem our problem.”
Propagated perhaps by the fact that
they’re not living, breathing things,
discarding boats is an unfortunate, yet
easy way out to some folks. The problem
is neither new nor isolated to Jacksonville’s
waterways. Where there’s water, there are
the blemishes of alienated boats.
“What happens a lot of times is that
people buy boats and just don’t realize what
they’re in for, in terms of maintenance
and upkeep, “ said Brooks Busey, of Sadler
Point Marina. “They’ll get out there, start
working on it and realize they just can’t
keep it up.”
Though there are different stories
behind each boat that gets cast away, the
common denominator is typically an
unfortunate one. An owner has lost his
or her job, moves to another city or falls
victim to long-term illness. Many times,
an owner never imagined the amount of
work, time and money that owning a boat
required. Other times, it’s as simple as an
owner no longer wants the boat and fails
to take the appropriate steps to legally free
himself from the vessel.

Another situation often encountered
by officers and attorneys are boat owners
who sell or give away their vessel without
ensuring a proper title transfer. That is an
invitation for disaster.
Let’s say “John” wants to rid himself
of a boat. His acquaintance “Mark” really
wants a boat. The two decide on a nominal
fee of $100. “Mark” and “John” turn a
blind eye to the required title transfer.
Six years later, “Mark’s” boat is found
abandoned, smashing into the Ortega
draw bridge during a storm. Three months
earlier, “Mark” decided the boat reminded
him too much of an ex-wife, so he ditches
it. When the water settles, guess who is
held accountable for the boat he thought
he’d rid himself of years earlier? That’s
right. “John” is responsible for the piece
of watery garbage. “John,” however, wants
nothing to do with it. He has moved on in
life with a new career as a park ranger in
Ogden, Utah. Sorry, “John.” Pony up, or
face a lien against you.
“Titles,” said Howard Sutter,a
Jacksonville maritime attorney, “are a real
snake pit.”
With that said, finding owners is also
a cumbersome, challenging task. When
individuals can be seemingly identified,
there’s the above-mentioned, fingerpointing quagmire. Other times, older
boats either don’t have proper identifying
numbers or the ones that do contain
license numbers that are hard or impossible
to make out because of mud, scum and
barnacles.
Not only are abandoned boats
nuisances and unsightly to look at, but
they also pose a significant number of
public safety and environmental hazards.
The boats can break apart, become
submerged and/or block navigation
channels. Other potential problems include
pollution; the leakage of oil, gas and other
hazardous substances.
According to Captain Jim Suber of the
Sheriff’s Marine Unit, Jacksonville’s two
biggest problem areas are in and around
the Trout and Ortega Rivers. Suber,
who spent 32 years with the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office, said that there are currently
two shrimp boats in need of removal on
file with the Sheriff’s Office. One of which
is so deep under water that only its mast is
showing. Another abandoned boat recently
surfaced in the Ortega River.

This small sailboat was found adrift in the Ortega River, heading for boats docked at
the Marina at Ortega Landing. Towed to the Stinson Park boat ramp, the Brandy was
eventually removed.
For those world-weary souls deepened
by the dark, this story could lend itself
to an idea for a haunting poem. After all,
there exists among some folks out there the
notion that – although inanimate – boats,
like humans, retain memory. Unfortunately
in this case, said theory hasn’t created
enough clout to deter the issue.
Where karma isn’t limited to the circle
of mankind, there probably is a dark piece
of prose in all of this. But, too, there’s a
series of sad and tragic tales with these
midnight drop-offs.
The bottom line is that casting a boat
free is a criminal act. It’s wrong on legal
grounds, letting alone moral grounds.

The illicit dumping of anything is a sad
statement across so many levels. Be they
motivated by desperation or laziness,
never can these actions add up to anything
even remotely justifiable. What it does
add up to, however, are a lot of head and
heartaches.
But chances are, that’s not a bumper
sticker likely to end up displayed on the
back of car.
In next month’s issue of The Resident,
the story continues as we look into what
measures can and should be taken in the
event of an unwanted boat appearing
on your property. It’s a process rarely
considered anything but smooth sailing. v

Buy & Sell with the “Gold Team”
We’re not just your realtors,
we’re your neighbors!

Just Listed

Buy One,
get the

SecOnd
Haulout

FRee

Now through the end of October allow us to haul and bottom paint
your boat at our regular rate and we’ll rehaul and pressure wash it
for free any time up to seven months after the initial bottom job.

Savings of $9.50 Per Foot!

Bonnie Dennis,
REALTOR®
904-759-6692

Maria Morgan
Mercurio, REALTOR®
904-337-8303

Slips • Storage • Repairs
Fabrication • Travelift
4669 Roosevelt Blvd.

904.384.1383
SadlerPoint.com

Monday-Friday 8-6
Saturday 8-4
Closed Sunday

PRISTINE 6/4.5 bath, 3963 sq ft, concrete construction
executive home located in St James Place. Built in 2005,
this home has been perfectly maintained!

$292,500

Call Bonnie, Maria
or Stephanie for
more information.

3584 ST. JOHNS AVENUE • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32205

Stephanie Philpott,
REALTOR®
904-707-7241

bonnniedennis@propertyinjax.com
mariasellsjax@gmail.com
stephaniesellsjax@gmail.com

Trust the NAME that’s been
with you for almost 50 years!
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NEW LISTING

2761 St. Johns Ave.

$1,285,000

UNDER CONTRACT

4838 Ortega Forest Dr.

$850,000

1614 S. Edgewood Ave. 3558 Hedrick St.

$419,000

$399,900

NEW LISTING

2810 Downing St.

$325,000

4652 Ortega Blvd.

$600,000

4330 Fairway Dr.

$395,000

SOLD

1379 Belvedere Ave.

$319,000

UNDER CONTRACT

3500 Hedrick St.

$589,900

$289,900

$499,900

4616 Nottingham Rd.

$378,200

UNDER CONTRACT

2157 Dellwood Ave.

2368 Riverside Ave.

1360 Hollywood Ave.

$374,900

SOLD

5436 Waterside Dr.

$279,900

1339 Hollywood Ave.

$276,000

UNDER CONTRACT

5479 Allamanda Dr.

$269,900

5047 Eagle Point Dr.

$259,900

1461 Challen Ave.

$249,900

SOLD

1556 Parrish Pl.

1817 Hyde Park Pl.

$219,900

$214,900

1567 Charon Rd.

$207,500

NEW LISTING

1506 Glendale St.

$180,000

4493 Shiloh Ln.

$179,900

$179,000

Lorri M. Reynolds
Managing Broker/Vice President
Watson Avondale/Ortega Office
904-612-8952 (cell)
Imreynolds@watsonrealtycorp.com

1290 Menna St.

$229,900

UNDER CONTRACT

1605 Talbot Ave.

$199,900

4623 Benlocke Rd.

$229,000

SOLD

7006 Hanson Dr. S.

$189,000

UNDER CONTRACT

2626 Iroquois Ave.
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4245 San Juan Ave.

$175,000

NEED A
MEETING
SPACE?

3649 Herschel St.

$169,900

Our office training room is
available at no charge for
your HOA’s, Non-Profits,
Charities, or Board meetings
up to 40 people.

4194 San Juan Ave. | Jacksonville, FL 32210 | WatsonRealtyCorp.com | 904-387-3555
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ister Cities Jax celebrates
Nelson Mandela

and Doug Coleman at the Celebrating the Life of Nelson Mandela
aising banquet to support health programs in Nelson Mandela Bay
cipality, South Africa, one of Jacksonville’s eight Sister Cities. Six
bers of the delegation from South Africa spent seven days meeting
of Jacksonville leaders, visiting colleges, businesses and touring
heast Florida.

axChamber was one of many stops during the seven-day visit by six
bers of a delegation from Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality, South Africa.
Naran, Portfolio Councillor of the Budget and Treasury of Nelson Mandela
unicipality, South Africa, met with Daniel Davis, JaxChamber President
EO, Angela Spears, Special Assistant to the Mayor, and Theodore Carter,
tive Director and CEO, Office of Economic Development.
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DLC Nurse & Learn celebrates 25 years
DLC Nurse & Learn
celebrated its 25th anniversary
with more than 150 of its
closest friends, supporters and
staff last month at a luncheon
themed “25 Years of Miracles
and Hope.” The awardMelanie Patz, Connie Hodges, Jan Morse
winning nonprofit rejoiced in
a quarter century of providing
therapy, education and
compassion to students with
disabilities, having helped
more than 1,800 children and
their families through those
years. Founder and executive
director Amy Buggle was
recognized in April by the
Mayor’s Commission on the Amy and Ollie Buggle
Status of Women.

Janice and Michael Kelley

Nemours Evening of Promise

Kirby and Gina Ingram

Dr. Michael Erhard, Nemours Medical
Director

Ray Kreichelt (Senior Counsel, Legal
Affairs at The Nemours Foundation)
and wife Sue

Mark and Meagan Toney, Veronica
Scott-Fulton, VP of Operations and
Patient Care Services, Wolfson
Children’s Hospital

The beautiful moonlit
riverfront gardens of The
Cummer Museum of Art
& Gardens was host to
more than 350 physicians
Nemours Foundation
board members, business
and community leaders
and philanthropists for
an Evening of Promise on
Aug. 15. Proceeds from
the spectacular fundraiser
will help the Foundation
reach its $1 million goal
for The Endowment
for Childhood Cancer
Research, a joint initiative
with Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, to better serve
children with cancer and
blood and bone disorders
now and in the future.

A celebration and surprise announcement
The celebrations came in threes on the evening of Aug. 22 as
guests at Deerwood Country Club helped the Women’s Center of
Jacksonville honor its 19th annual Celebration of Women, as well
as the 94th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment
(women’s suffrage). Then, a special announcement regarding
a memorandum of agreement with the City of Jacksonville
to take over management of the Sexual Assault Response
Center (SARC) was toasted, too.
“We’re very glad that everyone has come out tonight
to help us celebrate this fantastic organization serving
women in Duval, Baker and Nassau counties,” said
board president Alicia Grant. “I am happy to announce
that The Women’s Center of Jacksonville has received
a memorandum of agreement with the City of
Jacksonville and will be taking over the Sexual Assault
Response Center on October 1, staffing it and
bringing the operations up to national standards
with a state-of the-art program.”
SARC is currently city-run as part of the Victim
Services Center, and the Women’s Center was approached
in early spring to consider taking it over and will do so
with the cooperation of the State Attorney’s Office and the
JSO, and the support of the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement, and the Mayor’s Office. “Dr. Wade Barnes
will be volunteering his time as medical director,” Grant
stated. “This is a major step forward in providing forensic
Jim and Laura Crooks
exams for rape survivors.”

Speir and Heather Bryant, Win Lavender, Alicia Grant, Women’s
Center of Jacksonville board president

Shirley Webb, Women’s Center of Jacksonville executive
director, Sharón Simmons, Wally and Sally Suslak
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Bike MS It’s a ride, not a race
About Bike MS

Voted “Best Ride in the Southeast” in 2013 by “Best of Competitor,” here’s
what’s new this year:
• Bike MS: PGA TOUR Cycle to the Shore will be held Sept. 20-21
with a new route and start/finish location at TPC Sawgrass
• There are eight route options ranging from 36 to 166 miles.
Anyone, whether they are a beginner or an expert rider, can
choose the route that suits their fitness level.
• The route takes riders along scenic back roads and the beautiful
Florida coastline from TPC Sawgrass to Daytona Beach.
• Bike MS: PGA TOUR Cycle to the Shore is fully supported with
SAG vehicles, bike mechanics and rest stops. After the ride,
registered cyclists are invited to celebrate and enjoy great food
and festivities at the Finish Line Celebration in Daytona Beach.
• Participating riders will raise awareness and funds to help
create a world free of MS, a chronic, often disabling disease that
affects the central nervous system.

Corrina Madrid prepares for her first Bike MS ride.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

T

he North Florida Chapter of the
MS Society is gearing up for the
Bike MS: PGA Tour Cycle to the
Shore Ride later this month and want
residents to know – it’s not a race.
Every mile rode and every dollar
raised through this event benefits the
North Florida Chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society and its mission
to mobilize people and resources to drive
research for a cure and to address the
challenges of those in Jacksonville affected
by MS.
Corrina Steiger Madrid, Murray Hill
resident, is the local MS chapter president
and first-time Bike MS rider. She shares
her thoughts about the event.

Q. Why are you participating?
A. I’ve been with the Society since
2001 and have always loved working at
Bike MS! This year, I wanted to experience
Bike MS as a participant. Although I
am not riding in our North Florida ride
because of my duties as a staff member,

I’m excited to ride in one of our sister
rides, the Bike Rock ‘N Hot Ride from
Little Rock to Hot Springs, Arkansas. I’ll
be riding with one of our board members,
Bruce Reid, who will be celebrating his
50-state challenge of doing a ride in every
state – Arkansas is his final one!
Q. How many MS rides or other charity
rides have you ridden in?
A. This will be my first! I actually
learned to ride a bike growing up on
Forbes St. in Riverside; little did I know
what I was getting myself into!
Q. Is there MS in the family or do you
have friends who have it?
A. Over the past 13 years of working
for the National MS Society I’ve been so
fortunate to meet thousands of people
affected by MS. Each person’s experience
with MS is unique, and so is their journey
through life with this chronic, unpredictable
disease. I am inspired every single day and
will be thinking of them when I gear up and
hit the road for Bike MS.

4048 Herschel St.
Jacksonville, FL
904-389-6659
rayware.com

Now Open In the
Shoppes of Avondale!

Try our fruit
creations, a unique
twist on the
sushi roll!

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

New Ownership and
Amazingly Fresh Sushi!

Great Beer, Wine and Sake Selection

3620 St. Johns Ave.

904.388.5688
www.SushikoJax.com
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Green Man Gourmet Returns to Delight of Fans
You can’t but help like the new
proprietors of the ever-popular Green Man
Gourmet. James and Martha Smith are
enthusiastic and engaging as they describe
the new specialty products – as well as the
old favorites – that are sure to bring back
loyal customers and engage new ones.
The Smiths, who were seeking a viable
location for an as-yet-to-be-determined
franchise, stumbled upon Green Man
Gourmet earlier in the year.
“We stopped in once, liked the store
and then the stars aligned in a very
particular way,” said new co-owner
Martha. Her husband James added, “We
were looking for a franchise location and
thought this [the Shoppes of Avondale]
was a great place to have a spice store,

but, darn it, there was already one here. A
month later we came back to talk to Pete
and then next thing you know, we bought
the store.”
James, who was in the Navy, and
Martha, a former law librarian, don’t have
a lot of retail experience, but they both
agreed “That’s where Pete comes in.”
Fans of Pete Eldridge, former
proprietor, will be happy to know that he
will continue to have a role in the specialty
gourmet shop. As “chief spicer,” Eldridge
will continue to offer his experience and
wealth of spice and blends knowledge
to patrons.
The vision continues to be to offer
customers the quality and freshness they
are passionate about when it comes to

gourmet cooking and to expand in new
areas. “Now that we are three here in the
shop, we can do more events, tastings and
private parties,” said Pete. “We’re also
expanding our commercial product lines
and improving our online store, which will
be mobile-accessible.”
The iconic salt table is still the
centerpiece of the front half of the shop,
and Green Man Gourmet has embellished
its offerings in other product areas. “Pete
is really looking forward to creating
more blends,” said Martha. “And we’ve
expanded the pastas and other items,
turning this into a specialty grocery.”
Friday is fresh bread day from The
French Pantry, and loaves pair well
with pepper jellies or a full bodied,
flavored olive oil with herbs for weekend
entertaining. The daring hostess might
even serve ice cream topped with a sweet,
25-year-aged balsamic oil.
A focus on hard ciders, craft beer and
mead, and organic, sustainable wines –
as local as possible – will be a draw.
The extensive honey section is cleverly
displayed atop former honey hives or
on shelves shaped like honeycombs.
Claude’s Chocolates, teas – including
organic lapsang souchong, pear caramel
or Marrakesh mint – and coffees, such
as local favorite Bold Bean as well
as the new Nat Coff from Togo, West
Africa, abound.

The ever-popular Saturday tasting
events continue, with samplings of honeys
and chocolates one weekend and perhaps
peanuts the next, with something new and
exciting around the corner. Green Man
Gourmet’s unique products – such as
chipotle salt, Veggie Blend, or their Herbes
de Provance blend – are used in many of
the samples tempting visitors on Saturday
afternoons in Avondale.
Open seven days a week – the shop is a
boon to the seriously creative chef or even
the casual cook. Prepping for an evening
dinner party and find you’re all out of roasted
garlic salt or just need to try the new sriracha
salt? No worries – Green Man Gourmet is
open until 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday
and Sundays from 12-4 p.m.

Visit Green Man Gourmet at 3543 St. John’s Avenue in the Shoppes of Avondale for the best experience,
but you can also send an email to greenmangourmet@yahoo.com or call (904) 384-0002 to “talk spice” with James, Martha or Pete.

Every face tells a story.

We can help make sure it’s a great one.

From a simple worry line to a scar, things that happen in life are often written on
our face, which can have a profound effect on our self-image.
No one understands this better than the doctors who practice the delicate and
complex art of aesthetic and reconstructive surgery every day. As members of a
world-class academic health center, UF Health surgeons not only perform the latest
techniques, they pioneer and teach them.
From simple cosmetic procedures to complex reconstruction, this team of doctors
has a depth of knowledge that helps lead to happier outcomes – and more smiles
in the mirror.

Tirbod Fattahi, MD, DDS
Associate Professor and Chair
UF Department of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery

 Botox®
 Brow Lift
 Face & Neck Lift
 Facial Augmentation
 Juvederm®
 Rhinoplasty
 Skin Care

UF HEALTH AESTHETIC AND HEAD
& NECK SURGERY – SOUTHSIDE
4203 Belfort Road // Suite 345
Jacksonville, FL 32216 // 904.383.1667
Find us online at facebook.com/ufaesthetic
UFHealthJax.org
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Grass roots
gardening benefits
local schools, parks
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

A

few weeks before classes resumed at
Ruth N. Upson Elementary School
in Murray Hill, the co-founders
of Anyone Can Plant a Seed were busily
measuring spaces around the school for
potential gardens.

“We see all
terrain as
potential, very
productive
food systems.”
-Wil Betzig
Wil Betzig, Stephen Scray (aka Skwiu)
and James Matheny started the small
group in 2011 as a grass roots organization,
taking on the Lakeshore Community
Garden as their first project. “We saw
a real need, and a disconnect between
how we get our food and how a lot of
society’s problems stem from our food
source and how it’s prepared,” said Betzig.
“We wanted to teach everybody that a

better way is possible; you can
grow your own food, just about
anywhere can be a potential
garden. We see all terrain as
potential, very productive food
systems.”
With the help of some
Lakeshore residents, the three
young men built a raised
bed system and learned a lot
from that experience. “We
Jessica Nelson, James Matheny, Roxanne Romano, Stephen Scray and Wil Betzig at Lakeshore
learned a new technique called
Community Garden
permaculture and have recently
redesigned the entire garden,
permaculture projects locally,” said Skwiu.
community, so they can garden without
requiring very little input,” said Betzig, a
“We can increase the momentum to bring
bending over.
payroll specialist.
functional forest gardens into Jacksonville.”
“That project evolved and we lent our
Skwiu noted that they had invaluable
Skwiu, who makes a variety of teas
efforts to Our Fertile Earth to build their
help from Alex Ojeda, organizer of
from 17 different types of plants, explained
brand and implement their permaculture
Permaculture Jax, and from John Nelson,
that Anyone Can Plant a Seed is run by
system,” Betzig noted. “After this took
another core member who teaches how
consensus, a process that allows for new
off we turned our efforts back to Anyone
to convert air potatoes (a type of yam)
and fluid ideas. “I know it will flourish
Can Plant a Seed. We’ve implemented a
into ethanol. Matheny is obtaining the
because new ideas will come in; people
bunch of systems (over 20,000 square feet
necessary degree that will help the group
of garden space) through Permaculture Jax won’t be held back. There have been a lot
contour large areas.
of good ideas and big hearts that have gone
and that was our learning period.”
Last year they moved over to work
into the projects.”
Their intention is to move into
on the Edgewood Gardens project in
a nonprofit status, so they can use
They recently finished a learning garden
Murray Hill, beginning with a greenhouse
fundraising to supplement the minimal
for the new Melrose Avenue Preschool and,
restoration to start their plants. They
charges for the projects, but also to be
after Ruth N. Upson is complete, intend to
designed another raised bed system, waist
able to accredit volunteer hours. “We
take a look at Fishweir Elementary School
high for the residents of the retirement
firmly believe we can be a tool to help
as a potential project. v

BOARDING • GROOMING • DAYCARE • TRAINING • RETAIL

Grooming
Special

$10

oﬀ

Full Groom

$5

oﬀ

Full Bath

4603 Shirley Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210

(904) 800-8800

With Appointment Only
One Coupon Per Visit • Oﬀer Expires 10/7/2014

904 Greenridge Road
Breathtaking river views • 4820 sq. ft. • $920,000

1485 Avondale Avenue

Fully renovated with pool and 2 car garage • 2713 sq. ft. • $530,000

Elizabeth
Meux
REALTOR®
904.704.1576

egmeux@gmail.com

www.emeux.com

395 Saint Marks Pond Blvd.
4798 sq. ft. Log Cabin with 17 stables • $2,450,000

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Sisterhood of the Traveling Plants
Gardeners revel in sharing
plants
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

C

hildhood memories of wet paper
towels wrapped around plant
cuttings filling up the back of
the car so you barely have room to put
your feet down is an amusing childhood
memory for Teresa Morgan Dietz of
Riverside and her sister Dorinda Housh.

They recalled their mother “gathering up
daylilies, verbena, altheas and anything she
could get her hands on from her sisters’
and aunts’ homes.”
Dietz said that she cherishes her

mother’s flowers. “I feel her loving spirit
and know she’s right there with me,
checking on her plants.”
The joy of visiting, talking about
flowers, getting cuttings, nurturing plants
and sharing them with friends and family
forms a bond which continues through
generations. Garden conversations are
sprinkled with, “All those altheas came
from Aunt Eva’s house in Live Oak 25
years ago; that night blooming cereus was
Cousin Novell’s and these are some of Aunt
Lucy’s geraniums – I’ve kept them going all
these years. I inherited
that iris from Mama; it
bloomed the day of her
funeral – so special.”
Betsy Miller related
that a plant “sort of
like a blue salvia but
which blooms in the
winter” was rooted
from her mother’s
1940s garden and now
graces her own yard
in Avondale as well as
thriving in her friend
Charlene Hughes’
garden in Ortega and
points beyond.
Stepping into Myra
Schick’s “lost part of Murray Hill” is to
enter into a multi-textured wonderland of
old Florida meets the orient meets total
whimsy. Wooden cut-outs of lime green
cats cavort around a privacy fence adorned

with mirrors, paintings, sculptural clay
reliefs, oriental screens and hanging plants.
Originally an azalea and camellia farm in
the 1930s, Schick said, “When I bought
the place in 1998 there must have been
about a hundred amaryllis, ferns, Fire
Spikes – the hummingbirds do battle over
these – a lot of stuff, darlin’. It took me two
years and a lot of high school boys to get it
straightened out – there were wisteria vines
as big around as my arm.”
Now besides her house (painted black
with lime green trim) there are raised
decks and walkways which lead to joyous
viewing in every direction of the three lot
area including a pottery studio, gate house,
cottage, gazebo, green houses and layers of
plants. A red Japanese Tori arch, symbol of
the sacred, graces the koi pond dug dutifully
by her friends “the boys up the hill” whose
playful banter emphasizes “of course her
pond had to be bigger than ours!” Schick
shares generously and the “boys” cheerfully
acquiesce that her heirloom plants
contribute to their landscaping and many
other peoples. She laughed, “I’ve given
cuttings to God and everybody. I can’t stand
to throw away a plant.”
Who knows how far her plants (over 15
types of ferns including an award-winning
alligator fern, lace and green maples, elms,
oaks, camellias of every color, begonias
with leaves bigger than saucers, iris plants,
yellow and blue walkers, night blooming
cereus, Nun’s orchids galore, various cacti
– one inherited from her daughter-in-law’s

grandmother – and countless others) have
traveled swaddled in damp newspapers or
handmade clay pots.
This multi-talented, witty, irreverent,
magnanimous, artistic Queen Bee of
Murray Hill, laughing, said working in
her garden is not exactly a Zen thing.
“It depends on how I feel. Sometimes
I just up and snatch out weeds. You
can only be angry and hostile for so
long. When I’ve cleaned up the yard
I’ve cleaned up my soul.” And upheld
the time honored credo of sharing –
including the promise of a treat from
her sumptuous Prosecco Garden! v

Fabulous Fido Salon
For over six years, Fabulous Fido Pet
Grooming Salon has been taking care
of neighborhood pets and exceeding
customer expectations- most are barking
about it! While also expanding in square
footage, the fab duo of LaShaune Evans
and Jeanette Brunick have expanded
their services to include: Spa treatments,
Specialty Shampoos and Conditioners and
more flexible hours.

You spoil them with their wants.
We spoil them with their needs!
(904)

389-FIDO (3436)

4228 St. Johns Avenue
Jacksonville • Avondale

Fabulous Fido wishes to thank
their loyal clientele for trusting
the care of their pets to their
care and looks forward to
accommodating more furry
friends. From Big to Small,
they do them all!

2708 Park St. Jacksonville, FL 32205

First Annual Claws for a Cause
benefitting The National Kidney Foundation

SATURDAY October 11 2014
Cocktail Hour 6:30 • Dinner 7:30
Tickets Include:
Two Alcoholic Beverages
Non-alcoholic Beverages
Clam Chowder

Fresh Maine Lobster
Steamers, Mussels, Corn & Potatoes
Dessert

FOOD Trucks • Games • Live music • FOOTbaLL • Fun

For More information or to make a reservation
please contact Laurie Jarvis
coolmoosecafe@gmail.com or 904-504-5539
Angels for Allison is an opportunity to gather in God’s name to help with the financial needs of families
who are suffering the loss of a child. For more information go to www.angelsforallison.org.
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Men’s Garden Club dedicates camellias

F

Jim Fortenberry addresses a small group of Men’s Garden Club members, friends and family at dedication.

ortega
AutomotIve
We don’t want
everyone’s business.
Just Yours!
FREE Safety Inspection
(Call ahead for availability)

ounded in
1945 by
a group
of prominent
businessmen
and civic leaders
to help the
community
grow and
“move out of
the ashes of
World War II,”
the Men’s Garden Club then created a Camellia Garden in 1968 in
partnership with the City Parks Department. “Approximately 100
camellia plants were donated by the City’s movers and shakers,” said
Jim Fortenberry, at a dedication ceremony on Aug. 17. “Today we
carry forward the legacy of the Men’s Garden Club, remembering
four of our giants…and we are very, very proud of them.”
The ceremony noted four club members who had passed away;
camellia bushes were dedicated to Cecil Milligan of Murray Hill,
Gerald McKinley of Orange Park, John Robertson of Glynlea and
Bernard Gandy of Arlington. For information about the Men’s
Garden Club, contact Donn Elliott, (904) 635-7318. v

60 Years

Combined
Experience

Tom Harris,
Owner

ASE Certified Mechanic
We employ Master
Certified Technicians

From Classics to Present

• Electric Windows & Locks
• Computer Diagnostics A RAted
• Fuel Injection
• Carburetors
• Brakes
MV11790

4517 Appleton Avenue • (904) 388-8800
www.ortegaautomotive.net

WElcOmE hOmE tO 4720 ORtEGa FOREst dRivE

Join us for a Barbershop Social
Friday
September
26th

6 p.m.
to
9 p.m.

Complimentary Bourbon &
Whiskey tasting with BBQ
How to Obtain the Perfect Shave
Cutting Edge Tips on Grooming

904.516.7025
3616 St. Johns Avenue

www.InternationalBladesandShears.com

this is a “dream’’ home with a fabulous floor plan,
beautiful finishes, incredible waterfront,
and gorgeous large, light rooms!
ElizabEth O’stEEn susan dOnnEll, GRi
RealtoR® RealtoR®
904.465.1706 904.994.6677

www.osteendonnell.com • osteendonnell@bhhsfnr.com
3627 St. Johns Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32205 • (904) 388-5005

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

jamEs 1:17 “EvERy GOOd and pERFEct GiFt is FROm abOvE.”

No time to cook?
Full
Meals
To-Go!

ORDERS CALL: 388-1743

4218 St. Johns Ave. • TerrysToGo.com
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There’s a new
Property Manager
in town,
and we just leased
a home within 48
hours of listing.

Jen Kent
Director

If you own one home
or twenty for
rent /lease, please call.

Tenant Locators and
Property Management

904.388.0000

In Memoriam
Raymond William Cohen
1921-2014
By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

R

aymond Cohen led such a dynamic
life his family knows that he and
his beautiful tenor voice will never
be forgotten. The Jacksonville native’s
presence is deeply missed within the
Jewish community, where he was a revered
singer for
over 60 years,
including
choir and
countless
weddings (his
gift to the
couples). He
was substitute
cantor for
Jacksonville
Jewish Center
and volunteered to sing at retirement
homes. The multi-talented singer/
entertainer, gifted painter and lifelong
student was a distinguished gentleman;
surely the only private in the Army who
had his uniform tailored.
Cohen grew up in Riverside, was an
athlete boxer at Andrew Jackson High
School and graduated at age 17. He won
a music scholarship to the University of
Florida but finished at Ringling College of
Art & Design and at the Pratt Institute in
New York. He sang publicly in operas and
musical theatre at the Florida Theatre and
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Theatre Jacksonville
and with Klezmania, a
family band.
Cohen’s experience
as an army draftsman
with fine and
commercial art training
led to a prolific career
in advertising and
promotions with
Cohen Brothers
Department Stores (no
relation). Increasingly
prominent corporate
positions led to
establishment of his
own businesses.
Cohen owned the popular Toy Fair in
San Marco near the San Marco Theatre
from 1953-1960. He briefly worked for the
William Cook Advertising Agency before
launching Raymond Cohen Advertising, a
thriving business for 20 years. Well into his
80s, he worked as an advertising consultant
and wrote the Ask Geezer column for the
Florida Times-Union website.
“Dad never thought of himself as old;
he and mother lived life young in spirit. He
believed in volunteering...everyone thought
he worked at the synagogue, he was there
helping out so much. We were planning to
open a new business, an adult care center
and he was fully involved in the plans and
designs,” daughter Peggy Organes said.
Cohen sang in a clear voice in choir
alongside family until the end of his life,
said Cantor Jesse Holzer of the Jewish
Community Center. Holzer will always
remember meals they shared before
choir rehearsals, as Cohen discussed his

future dreams and hopes for the choir.
Cohen knew what truly mattered in life:
sharing one’s time and heart with others,
Holzer said.
Cohen shared 70-1/2 years with
wife Dorothy, the shy, pretty girl in
the Women’s Army Air Corp he met
in Orlando while both were stationed
there. The couple’s life on Duke Road
in Lakewood centered around their
children, Jerry, Peggy and Karen, their
faith, his career and music. Their hearts
expanded to include spouses, eight
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren
and extended family.
“He’ll be remembered as a deeply
religious, ethical, loving man. He never
stopped singing to our mother, who we’re
blessed to have still with us. He sang her
the love song from the musical Carousel,
If I Loved You ,” Organes said. “...and as
they got older, she whispered the words
to him. They were each other’s love of a
lifetime.” v

thinkgreen

Thursday
Sept. 18, 2014
6–9pm

SAVE M NEY!

Hosted by The Red Shoe Crew

Terrace Suite at EverBank Field

presented by

Special thanks to our food and beverage sponsors:

Support Ronald McDonald House
and network with Jacksonville’s
young professionals as we pair
spectacular wines with your
fast food favorites!

Advance Tickets

30

$

Buy your tickets today at...
www.rmhcjacksonville.org/fries

INTRODUCING

$25 OFF
Get $25 OFF your service
call any weekday in Sept.

Clip this coupon and
schedule your appointment.
Saving money has never been
this easy! Call us today.
Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc.
904-384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of ﬁxtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit one per customer, per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires 9-30-14.

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

CFCO 25597
STATE CERTIFIED PLUMING CONTRACTOR

904-384-5661

Taverna,
by appointment
only.
A special off-menu 3-course
prix fixe dinner on the first
Tuesday of every month.

BY RESERVATION ONLY: 904.398.3005

SAN MARCO SQUARE
904.398.3005
TAVERNASANMARCO.COM
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In Memoriam
Valerie Ann Collins
1957 - 2014
By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

V

alerie Ann Collins, 56, lost her
struggle with pancreatic cancer
on July 10 but her joyful spirit
was obvious at the Celebration of Life
remembrance held Aug. 16 at Deerwood

Country Club. The celebration was
hosted by her family: father Fred Collins,
mother Ann Mason (Collins) Laseter,
stepmother Mary Lou Collins, twin
siblings Angela and Scot and step-siblings.
Extended family, friends and The Blood
Alliance co-workers shared memories of
Collins as photographs of her rotated on a
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large screen.
“Valerie wanted smiles, laughter,
stories and no tears when we gathered
to celebrate her life,” Fred Collins said.
“She accomplished so much. She was an
attorney, The Blood Alliance President and
CEO...past president and board member
for Florida Association of Blood Banks
and received their Lifetime Achievement
Award. Jacksonville Magazine named
her one of the city’s Most Influential
Healthcare Leaders. Valerie started working
with blood banks during college in 1978
and – except for four years
earning her law degree and
briefly practicing as an attorney
– she spent 35 years working for
the availability of safe, reliable
blood for patients.”
The “sassy li’l gal” with
sparkling green eyes was a smart,
precocious child. She loved her
younger siblings, racing sailboats,
swimming, the beach, ocean,
and animals. Favorite times
were visiting her grandparents’
Keystone Heights lake home and
vacations spent at a rented beach
house with family and friends.
Collins was one-of-a-kind.
She was a UF super-fan who
never attended UF (both
parents did). True to her spunky sense of
humor, she flaunted her Gator wardrobe
on campus as a USF undergraduate and
an FSU law student. Co-workers laugh
to tears recalling Valerie’s enthusiastic
re-enactments of her beloved dachshunds’
antics, especially her rescue, Pebbles. They
vividly described white-knuckle car trips

with Valerie at
the wheel; it was
just like her to
always know
where she was
going and waste
no time getting
there. Whether
orchestrating
a fully themed
Halloween with
staff costumed
as characters
from the
Wizard of Oz
or schooling
anyone foolish
enough to
illegally park in a handicapped zone,
Collins took charge.
“She was like no one else...generous
throughout her life, as a giver, generous
with her knowledge as a teacher, mentor
and leader,” said Susan Weeks, The Blood
Alliance Director of Administration.
“Valerie spread joy, had a twinkle in her eye
and lit up every room.”
Her brother Scot described Valerie’s
intelligence, wit, fairness and integrity.
He said she adored his daughter, her
21-year-old niece Rebecca, and that
there could be no better role model. He
recalled when he was young she asked
what career he wanted.
“I told her I wanted to be a radio DJ.
She asked why and I said that I wanted
to meet all the bands when they came to
play their hits,” he said, laughing. “I didn’t
realize it’s all recorded! Valerie just smiled
and let me believe that forever.”
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Her sister Angela called Valerie her
compass, trusted advisor and best friend
whose true calling in life was working for
The Blood Alliance, helping others.
“I always wanted to be just like her.
Helping others was like breathing to
Valerie...she was so good and so brave.
Once when she took me sailing a storm
blew up and we capsized...but I was
never afraid, because I was with Valerie
and I knew everything would be okay,”
Angela said.
As a blood donor who passed the
21-gallon milestone, Collins was able
to give a final donation in May 2013.
The family takes great comfort knowing
that the blood she donated helped many
people. Near the end of her struggle she
herself became a blood recipient. Collins
was a Red Cross Volunteer and supported
many charities including blood banks, the
Jacksonville Humane Society, pancreatic
cancer awareness and research. v

Join Good for You
— it’s free!
Experts weigh in on everything from
menopause to managing stress, and
members connect online and at events—
that’s the new Good for You wellness
community from Baptist Health. It’s about
sharing information and inspiration and
finding what works for you to create a
healthy, happy life.
baptistgoodforyou.com

Find what’s
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diary that she was the woman he would
marry.”
They were married in 1920 at the
St. Francis Hotel in San Francisco, and
in 1921, their first daughter, Roxie, was
born in McAllen, Texas, where Chalmers
was stationed. After moving back to
Jacksonville, their second daughter,
Patricia, was born in 1925, followed by
Barbara in 1930. The Hornes lived in
Riverside until 1935, and then moved
“out to the country” in South Jacksonville,
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News
where their fourth daughter, Molly, was
born in 1939.
ack in 1930, women of refinement,
After attending Assumption
like Eleanor Maltby Horne, gave
Kindergarten and PS #7 Elementary
birth to their babies in the little
School, Bobby went on to Bartram when
“laying-in” hospital on Riverside Avenue.
she was 12 and there she discovered that
It was there that Barbara Lawrence Horne
(better known as Mrs. William E. “Bobby” “a clean dress and a clean face wouldn’t
get you an A anymore.” Proud of her
Arnold) was born.
connection with
Bartram and the fact
that it is now part of
The Bolles School,
Bobby graduated
from there and went
on to FSU in 1948
as a music major
(vocalist), spending a
year at Norfleet Music
School in New York
before returning to
Jacksonville to marry
that “handsome
devil,” Billy Arnold,
who was a good friend
of Roxie’s husband
Jabbo Merrill.
Billy with Alimacani II, an Olympic Starclass sailboat
Bobby was 21 and
Billy was 31 when
they were married
on Nov.30, 1951 at St. John’s Cathedral
One of four daughters born to
downtown. “We moved into our home on
Chalmers Duke Horne and his wife
Ortega Blvd. in 1952 and have worked on
Eleanor, Bobby jokes that she was born in
it ever since – it’s still a work in progress
the depths of the Great Depression and
today,” said Bobby, noting that the late
her father had his heart set on a son. “It’s
architect Clyde Harris warned them that if
a wonder he didn’t throw me away in the
woods,” she said. “I asked mother why they they kept building toward the river, they’d
be in it!
called me Bobby, a boy’s name, and she
When Billy died in 2007, he left a
explained that my dad was so disappointed,
remarkable legacy. A prolific and highlyhe could have called me anything he
respected building contractor, Billy
wanted and gotten away with it.”
Arnold built the Friendship Fountain, the
Bobby credits her mother for teaching
Navy Hospital at NAS, the Greyhound
her elocution, proper etiquette, how to
Terminal on Bay Street, the Garden Club
dress tastefully, and behave like a lady.
of Jacksonville, and much more, including
“Mother was a San Francisco debutante
numerous schools and savings banks. As a
who met my father (born and reared in
civic leader, he was president of the Rotary
Jacksonville) when he traveled to the
Club of Jacksonville, the YMCA, and the
Presidio to have his appendix taken out.
Jacksonville
Chamber of Commerce, a
He was a captain in the Calvary, right out
director of the Federal Reserve, a lifelong
of Auburn University, and he wrote in his

The

Bobby Arnold

B

communicant of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, and more. Billy was an avid sailor
all his life, including a five-year stint in
the U.S. Coast Guard during WWII. He
owned several Olympic Star Boats, and
loved racing them.
“Billy sailed nearly every weekend and I
usually stayed home gardening and raising
children,” Bobby Arnold said modestly,
downplaying her years as an active
community volunteer in several capacities,
including working with the late Flo Davis
as a Lady Manager for St. Luke’s Hospital.
“Flo discovered there was nothing for
the wives to do while their husbands were
meeting at conventions, so we dressed
in our pink uniforms, rented buses and
promoted St. Luke’s Hospital while taking
them on tours of St. Augustine, Amelia
Island and Ft. George Island,” recalled
Bobby, adding that the tours became so
popular they expanded to more than just
the wives, resulting in some hilarious tales
including the time a dozen visiting federal
judges pinched pink ladies all the way
down to St. Augustine.
Bobby’s favorite tour was always Fort
George Island, where she and Billy built a
home in 1979. Back in the 1980s, when
the island was purchased by developers
who were determined to fill it with golf
courses, homes and convenience stores,
Billy fought the development tooth and
nail for more than eight years. As a result,
he won several environmental awards for
preserving Fort George Island and leading
the State to purchase it in 1989. Today,
there is a plaque in his honor in the lobby
of the historic Ribault Club and the island
remains pristine and environmentally
healthy.
“Of all the wonderful things Billy did,
I’m most proud of his taking a stand to
preserve Fort George Island,” said Bobby,
adding that Billy’s preservation legacy will
benefit visitors for generations to come.
“Our three daughters, Christina, Barbara
and Elizabeth, grew up enjoying the
island,” she said. “It will be the same when
our grandchildren bring their children
back.”
Bobby has four grandchildren, Russell
(Rett) Tanner, William Arnold Tanner,
Caroline Bentley and Edwin (Ted) Arnold
Pickett, and now, an 8-week-old greatgrandson, John William “Jack” Tanner, son
of Rett and Pam Tanner, both engineers
with Exxon in Newfoundland.
“We’re a warm family,” said Bobby,
remembering the days when she and Billy
and the girls owned five horses and they all
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went out riding together. “Billy said that
when it came to his daughters, he liked

Roxie Merrill, Barbara Arnold, Patricia
Barnes, Molly Horne
those four-legged boys better than the twolegged boys. They would say, ‘Daddy Boy, I
need a new horse,’ and he’d get them one.”
For 30 years, Bobby was on the board
of the Children’s Home Society. She is a
member of the Altar Guild at St. Mark’s, a
past president and currently on the board
of the Garden Club of Jacksonville, a
volunteer at the Cummer Museum of Art
& Gardens, and a board member of the
Memorial Park Association.
“That park is a jewel,” she said, noting
that the famous Life Statue is the only
memorial to Jacksonville’s 1200 lost
WWI heroes, and is now flanked by two
beautiful eagles sculpted by Diane LaFond.
“Diane LaFond is marvelous,” said
Bobby. “My grandson, Ted Pickett, is an
Eagle Scout and he helped Diane’s pretty
granddaughter unveil the eagles at a special
ceremony a few years ago. The eagles really
are lovely – such a nice addition.” Now in
charge of landscape and grounds for the
Memorial Park Association, Bobby Arnold
regularly pulls weeds and picks up trash
at the park, accompanied by a dedicated
volunteer force of about five others.
“I love staying active and busy,” said
Bobby, adding that her sisters, Roxie and
Patricia, remain active as well, and only
their younger sister, Molly, has passed on.
“Roxie is my best friend,” she said. “I’m
healthy and able to enjoy my yard and my
birds and this house where I’ve lived for 62
years. My next joyful experience will be a
trip to Newfoundland to meet my greatgrandson, Jack! Life is never long enough if
you enjoy it.” v

We give you a real street address...and real service.
Want a real street address for your business - not a P.O. Box number?
Don’t worry about thing. Move up to a mailbox at the UPS Store.®
You’ll discover our mailboxes work as hard as you do.
•
•
•
•

24-hour access*
Secure Mail holding and forwarding**
Package acceptance from all carriers (no waiting or missed deliveries)
Call-in MailCheck® and more!

We’re right in your neighborhood. So stop in and ask for details

1650 Margaret St | Jacksonville, FL 32204 | 904-381-6678
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Railroads run deep with local retirees
Janet dozed in the backseat
of the car in their pajamas
when her mother went
to pick up husband C.W.
Parrish in the wee hours at
the train yard. Parrish, who
will be celebrating his 100th
birthday in October, hired
onto the Seaboard Airline
Railway in 1937 and was a
trainman for 45 years.
He said, in his
endearing South
Carolina drawl, “It’s
a good thing I found
that railroad job. I
never made so much
money in my life. It
was hard work and
more dangerous than
Bill Copeland on the Centennial Train in 1976
people realize. You had
to be in good shape and
spout off names, dates,
pay attention all the
Railroad retirees
rules, train and route
time…you’re jumping
celebrate their history
numbers and recount
off moving (train) cars,
incidents both humorous
jumping for the grab
and terrifying as if it
bar when the train’s still
Bill Copeland
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
happened yesterday.
moving. If you’re too
Resident Community News
As Ortega resident
fast or too slow, you can
etired Seaboard Coastline Railroad
Copeland said with a twinkle
get spraddled out there.
Engineer Bill Copeland reminisced
in his eye, “They don’t want
It doesn’t take but a
about the time his whistle stuck
any dummies running around out there.”
second to make a big mistake.”
leaving Baldwin yard around 1:30 a.m.
His favorite run was a local freight going
Parrish explained that there was no
and blared for 45 minutes. He said, with
from Jacksonville to Green Cove Springs.
school for trainmen. “You had to ride the
a chuckle, “Sorry if I‘ve blocked
road to learn the road; it was on-theyou on the Roosevelt tracks
job training and they taught you just
but when you’re hauling 150 or
right.”
more cars that’s just the way it is
He spent the war years hauling
sometimes.”
soldiers from Columbia, SC to
When asked about a favorite
Camp Blanding, saw the transition
part of his 37-1/2 years of
from coal-fired steam locomotives
railroading, Copeland laughed,
to diesel and saw the merger of
“Well, it sure wasn’t the hours.
Seaboard Airline with Atlantic
Most of the time the hours are
Coastline July 1, 1967.
awful but it was a good paying
Parrish and Copeland agree that
job – $11. 59 per day when I
the camaraderie of the crew is what
hired on in December 1950
they miss the most. “When you have
and you didn’t have to be a
a good crew you can have a lot of
rocket scientist or have a college
fun but you’ve got to stay awake and
education; you had to pass a
Bunky Johnson
C.W. Parrish
be safe,” said Copeland.
physical, several oral and written
L.J. “Bunky” Johnson concurred
tests and if you failed one you
as well. “Having a good crew is the
didn’t have a job.”
best; you almost know what the
No degree required but over 300
“It left in the morning and you were
other fellow is thinking. Your daddy, A.C.
general and 200 safety rules had to be
usually home in time for dinner.”
Harrell, now he was a good man to have.
memorized with updates required each
Carol Parrish Jones of Ortega Forrest
We all worked and traveled together and
year. No wonder these railroad men can
remembers the many times she and sister
looked after each other like family.”
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Always wanted to bring your office mates
our freshly made daily doughnuts or danish?
Now you have time to stop by before work!

Beginning September 2nd
Edgewood Bakery will be

opening at 6:00 am
for bakery items & custom order pick up!
OPEN FOR BAKERY & CUSTOM ORDERS:

6:00 am–6:00 pm
Tuesday–Saturday

Call in

To Go orders

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVED IN CAFE:

7:00 am–2:30 pm

Introducing our new “One Spark” winning Veggielicious Muffins & Brownies!!!

1012 S. Edgewood Ave. • (904) 389-8054 • www.edgewoodbakery.com

Johnson explained that the conductor
is in charge of the train, engineer and the
ground crew: brakeman, flagman and in
past years fireman.

“You had to ride the
road to learn the
road; it was on-thejob training and they
taught you just right.”
- C.W. Parrish
Sometimes conductors have to be
policemen. Lively and loquacious at 82,
Johnson recalled humorous incidents,
including drunken college kids streaking
through the passenger cars; and more
serious, when armed guards accompanied
Cuban Dictator Batista on a run to Miami.
Johnson’s favorite part of railroading?
He chuckled, “Payday.” After all, when
hired in 1952 he left a job making 75 cents
an hour to be a trainman making $1.65 an
hour.
Outrageous tales abound, like that
of “Old #38, the North Wind, coming
into Jacksonville on McDuff Avenue
near the old Pony Liquors, blowing the
horn frantically at a man walking down
the center of the tracks gesturing over his
shoulder for the train to go around.”
Hearing the tales of these gents
surrounded by railroad memorabilia –
Copeland with the Centennial Engine
#1776, Parrish’s shadowbox of memories;
Johnson’s buttons and insignias, A.C.
Harrell’s old pocket watch – illustrates
what Box Car Willie sang, “Railroad man
got a lot of pride.”
When the former trainmen meet with
other retirees in San Jose and Westside
once a week for lunch and “railroad
talk,” throwing out expressions like
“marking off, getting rolled or bumped,
extra board, dead heading” they aren’t so
lonesome they could cry but celebrate
their shared history. Oh, to ride the rails
with Copeland, Parrish, Johnson – and
the ghost of A.C. Harrell. v
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Go Giver:
Karen DeAngelo

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

K

aren DeAngelo, 63, learned to sew
as a child, taught by her thrifty
mother, who sewed all of her four
daughters’ dresses and clothes. She also
studied sewing in her high school home
economics class and believes those skills
are important and should still be offered
in school. DeAngelo likes making quilts
using the easier method of tying the quilt
layers together with square or surgeon’s
knots instead of stitched layers. She taught
the eldest of her two daughters to sew
and is happy that the oldest of her three

grandchildren is learning to knit. Over
the years DeAngelo has found ways to
help others through her sewing, quilting,
knitting and crochet work.
“I always bought fabric at Calico
Station in Orange Park where I met
a lot of other quilters. Back in 1984,
the original owner Faye Heyn put out
sign-up sheets for interested quilters
to find each other and get connected.
The Friendship Quilters Guild formed
from that early group and I was a
charter member. There are about seven
different area guilds now meeting
regularly throughout Northeast Florida,”
DeAngelo said. “The Friendship
Guild members will celebrate our
30th anniversary quilting together, on
November 30th...we have made and
donated a lot of quilts and other items to
comfort and help people feel better.”
DeAngelo has no idea how many prayer
shawls, scarves and lap quilts she has made
for her own charitable contributions. She
also makes many items for her daughter to
donate to her church.
“I learn so much from my students! I’ve
taught all ages, children ages eight-plus,
couples, mothers and daughters, teens or
adult siblings,” she said. “A great place to
see wonderful quilts and learn more will be
at QuiltFest 2014, Sept. 25-27th at Prime
F. Osborn Convention Center where there
will also be many sewing and quilting
demonstrations.” v
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Getting to Know…
Clare Watson Chance
Rev. Clare Watson Chance is pastor at Avondale
United Methodist Church, after a first career in hospital
marketing. She was born and raised in N. Carolina, has
a Bachelor’s degree from Duke University, an MBA from
Rollins and a Minister of Divinity degree from Asbury.
Q. Did you always want to be a
minister?
A. No, but I felt God calling me to
ministry when I was 17. I wrote “United
Methodist Minister” in answer to the
“How will you use your degree?” question
on Duke’s admittance form. But I had
never known a woman pastor, and I’d never
heard of one who had children. So when I
was in college, wanting to marry and start
a family, I decided that I had
been mistaken about God’s call.
But when I was about to turn
40, happily single and thriving
in my career, I began to wake in
the night feeling that there was
something that God was asking
me to do. It took a while for it
to become clear, but gradually
I came to know that God was
asking me for a major career
change!

and important for that (actually I was too
nervous) but we did meet for lunch...and
the rest is history! He was irresistible!

Q. In what church were you married?
A. Christ Church United Methodist in
Ft. Lauderdale. Tony was one of five pastors
on staff there and had been there a long
time. I was newly appointed in Orlando
at the time, so it made sense. January 1,

Q. How long have you
been a pastor, and how
long at Avondale United
Methodist Church?
A. I started working on
a church staff when I was
halfway through seminary (I
went to school half time and
worked full time; I had two
daughters to care for) in 2002. I became
a pastor in 2006. I was appointed to
Avondale UMC in July of 2013.

Q. How did you and Tony meet?
A. We met at the UMC Pastoral
Licensing School when I was being
commissioned as a pastor in 2006. I was
a student and he was on the faculty. He
emailed me after the school was completed
and asked me to dinner. I was way too busy

2007 at 11 o’clock in the morning – best
decision I ever made!

Q. Did you ever live on this side of
town? If so, do you have a favorite
shop or eatery in Avondale or
Riverside?
A. Tony and I have lived in San Marco
(in his church’s parsonage) since we came
to Jacksonville, but I love Carmine’s, The
Brick, and the Bold Bean! v

Crime
Doesn’t Pay...

But We Do!

What is Crime Stoppers?
Crime Stoppers is a partnership between the Community, The Media, and Law Enforcement,
whose mandate is to “Work Together to Solve and Prevent Crime.”
The program is a community based, non-proﬁt corporation, managed by a civilian volunteer board of directors.
It is a crime information collection operation, which enables anyone with information about a crime, and who
wishes to remain anonymous, to pass that information on to law enforcement through a neutral organization.
General Ofﬁce Crime Stoppers Trust Fund
Paid for by the Florida Attorney General’s

If you think a medical waiting room looks like
your living room, that’s because it is.
Imagine the convenience of receiving medical care in the privacy of your living room. St. Vincent’s HealthCare now
features Complete Care, a new idea in top-quality healthcare for people living in Ortega, Riverside and Avondale.
Now we can bring you in-home primary care visits by a nurse practitioner – in coordination with your physician –
plus phone consults with a nurse practitioner 24/7, pharmaceutical evaluation and support, care coordination of your
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Century
homes have
stories
to tell

Riverside beauty endures the test of time

W

hen J.H.W. Hawkins designed
the house at 1662 Stockton
Street in 1906 for his daughter
and son-in-law he certainly would never
have imagined that over the next 100
years the fabulously designed home would
become a Christmas shop, school, dance
studio and business office.

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

The owners of historic homes
tend to be special people who
have a close bond with their
homes, largely due to the effort
and care they put into them.
Their projects of renovation,
staying true to the historic
property while modernizing
for today’s living, are all labors
of love. Four residents open
the doors of their homes
through these stories.

SEPTEMBER 2014

BagaleyHouse
Children attended kindergarten
and first grade there; innumerable
youngsters learned to pirouette and

shuffle ball change in the parlor.
Carolyn Benoit Conner, a nurse at Dr.
George Trotter’s office in Riverside,
laughingly recalled her first recital,
“Varieties of ’61. I was a tap dancing
lollipop and an after-dinner mint! It was
great – so much fun!”
Moving her kindergarten and first
grade school from Springfield
to the three-story house on
Stockton Street, Katherine
Bagaley founded the Bagaley
Juvenile Theatre and influenced
hundreds of aspiring dancers,
singers and actors. The house
was a perfect fit for this artistic,
talented woman.
Downstairs foyer: office
and piano for the accompanist.
Parlor: dance studio (where
students could watch themselves
in the French doors leading
to the side porch. Conner said it seemed
so much bigger then than it does now!)
Dining room, kitchen and a kindergarten

classroom blended business with home.
Upstairs: First grade classroom, bedrooms,
sitting room, art studio.
In the 1960s there was an enormous
oak tree in front of the house; wisteria
vines intertwined and blooms hung
to the ground. Carefully restored, the
gorgeous house with gambrel roof, detailed
windows, stone arches and a generous side
porch still commands attention just as Miss
Bagaley did in her lifetime.
She was a gifted teacher, published
author at age 83, and inspiration for
sculptor Charles Pillars, creator of
Winged Victory in Memorial Park. Those
gorgeous legs on the main figure belong
to none other than Katherine Bagaley.
Dancing, and climbing that fabulous
curving staircase every day, must have
assisted her in maintaining her beautiful
legs, ramrod straight back and regal
bearing up into her 90s. Like Bagaley,
Hawkins’ wonderful house has embraced
many seasons of change and looks as
fabulous as ever. v

Labor of love restores family heritage

E

dith Pillsbury says that her
grandparents Charles and Mabel
Ray Pillsbury built their house on
Oak Street in 1911 on the highest point
available to avoid flooding and to catch
the breeze from the river. After all, until
the 1920s when Telfair Stockton and
Co. developed the area on the site of the
old Magnolia Plantation, there was no
Avondale, no shopping center and until the
1910s people were still hunting in the area.
Difficult to imagine now as the houses are
side by side and St. John’s Avenue bustles
with activity day and night.
The Pillsburys, with children Alec,
Dexter and great-grandmother Henrietta
Neff, enjoyed sitting on the porch, as
Pillsbury recalled, “of an evening” while her
grandmother and dad, Dexter, at age eight,
knitted socks for soldiers in WWI.

Edith Pillsbury and Joque Soskis working
on her grandparents’ home on Oak Street.
After inheriting in 1993, Edith
Pillsbury had the job of refurbishing her
grandparents’ home. “It was in terrible
shape – crumbling plaster, cracks, exposed
lathe, termite damage – every time we
turned around there was something else
that needed to be done. With those 10-

and 12-foot ceilings, when you were on
ladder you were in the stratosphere!”
Most of the work was done by Pillsbury
and friend Joque Soskis with input from
Riverside Avondale Preservation. “The
RAP guys stripped paint off the wood
work down to the beautiful original oak.
We just kept finding treasures – original
glass door knobs, hand painted light
fixtures. There are these great transom
windows over every door,” said Pillsbury.
“Uncle Alec had an attic fan installed and
when you opened those it was cool even in
the summer. I loved going there as a child.
It was an adventure – the creepy backstairs,
the attic, sliding down the banister in the
front room.”
Now for the first time in 100 years a
family other than Pillsburys is building
their own Oak Street memories. v

The janie boyd
Real Estate Team
$180,000

4222 DeMedici Ave.

$479,000

(From left to right) Trey Martin, Judy Jones Davis,
Tinnon Froehlich, Cheryl Laucks, Janie Boyd,
Jamie Spicer, Moody Baker, Betty Thomas,
Charlie Boyd, Linda Strickland.

Congratulations,
Trey Martin, Salesperson
of the month of August!

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

$299,000

4364 Galileo Ave.

$59,500

2941 Arapahoe Ave.

Timuquana Village Condo #212

$239,000

$149,000

$169,000

$155,000

4521 Iroquois Ave.

2584 Myra St.

904.527.2525

www.janieboyd.com

1389 Pinegrove Ave.

buy with Confidence. List with Success.

3941 Jean St.
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Residents revere their chatty “old gal”

G

Sunshine House

Ortega home a restoration puzzle

M

ichele Martin was stymied when
she purchased the house at
4348 Baltic Avenue and started
trying to put it back together. The huge
1910 wood frame house, which legend
says was built by a ferry boat captain from
Rhode Island, has wrap-around porches, an
upstairs balcony, is a mixture of Colonial
Revival and Queen Anne style and was in
terrible shape.
Jim Willis, Jr., whose family had lived
there since the 1930s had electrical cords
stapled to the ceiling in the kitchen and
the wallpaper was hanging in strings on
the stairwell. In his late 70s this feisty
gentleman was often seen by neighbors
outside on the balcony or on a ladder
painting and fixing up.
Jean Chitty who has lived next door
since the 1950s said, “He and his parents,
Jim, Sr. and Honesta were good friends.
I wonder if they still make people like
that. They were the best neighbors, always
bringing blueberries from Carolina to
everybody in the neighborhood. Jim’s folks
were like grandparents to my children.”
Martin explained, “When Jim Willis, Jr.
passed on the house was sold and the new
owner had started a restoration but stopped

mid-way. The trim and fireplaces were off,
the plaster was gone; we had three mantles
and didn’t know where they went. It was a
complete puzzle.”
No stranger to restoration, the Martins’
current house purchased in 2003 in San
Marco was moved down the river to Green
Cove Springs. “About all we had to do was
build a foundation. Restoration is really
important work but difficult and you just
keep going backwards money wise. If you
live in it and do a little on your own you
have to live in that crazy mess!”
Nevertheless, the Baltic puzzle was
completed and The Sunshine House
celebrated with a 100th birthday party in
2010. Neighbors strolled over to share
in the celebration and were amazed at
the transformation and modernization
of this lovely old home, but folks
wouldn’t have been strolling over in
1910. The stately oaks of Ortega give
a glimpse of how the home site and
countryside must have looked 100
years ago when neighbors were far apart
and the wooden Ortega Bridge and
trolley line connecting this rural area to
Jacksonville had been completed only
two years before. v

eorge and Tami Lugenbeal
Original pillars were discovered in
bought the beautiful “old gal” on
the walls being used as wall studs – those
Hiawatha Street in
Ortega knowing it was not
the small, low maintenance
house they prayed for but
“a God thing. “
George said cheerfully,
“It was an unexpected
answer to prayer although
my hands are now scarred
and my tools are worn
down – a testimony to her
quiet demands.”
Owners of old houses
frequently reflect that they
wish the walls could speak. Lugenbeal House
Well, this is one chatty
lady! George’s first conversation came
now support the roof of the back porch
when he discovered a shipping label from
as they had originally. Tami and George
Sears Roebuck Company for his Sears Kit
have raised their three children in the
“Modern House” Model #179 which was
house and feel like she is a friend who is
only produced in 1912 and 1913.
in every photograph and has enfolded
Then she spoke again in the voice of
them with loving protection since 1992.
Ann Darling Richman, former resident,
George explained,” You don’t rush into
who left a surprise in 1987 – a letter to
peeling back 100 years – you have to
future owners! She wrote: “I thought of the listen to the house whispering. I had to
idea to write a note and put it in the wall
re-visit my wood working skills and do a
for anyone who might decide to replace
lot of research.”
the walls again.”
He added, chuckling, “She’s
Explaining that she had lived in the
thrown off the years as I’ve added a
few!” From 1914 to 2014, this old girl
house since 1941 and became a Christian
is looking better all the time. There is
while living there, she closed with, “We’ll
see you in heaven.” Her brother and other no need to ask what the Lugenbeals
will leave for future generations–#179
Marine Corps pilots lived in the upstairs
spoke and they answered with tender
during World War II, so the house had
loving care! v
been reconfigured into apartments.

Locally
Grown.
Community
Driven.
Quarter 2 — 2013 vs. 2014
Riverside
2013
Median Price

Beverley Brooke

3915 Ortega BOulevard

gorgeous Ortega Waterfront Perched High On a Bluff
4 Bedrooms • 3.5 Baths • 10 ft. Ceilings • 3 Fireplaces
2 Car Garage w/Potential Guest Space • MLS #730936

REALTOR®
Cell: 904.910.2782
Office: 904.383.3697

Beverley.Brooke@BHHSFNR.com
To search all properties
on the market go to:

bbrooke.com

# Homes Sold

Ortega/Ortega Forest/
Venetia

Avondale
2013

2014

2013

2014

$77,000

$89,000

2014

$232,000

$217,000

$282,000

$285,000

19

16

74

67

42

46

Avg. # Homes
40
37
132
145
93
90
on the market
Whether you are buying, selling or both, call us today for speciﬁc data regarding your real estate market!

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

4850 APACHE AVENUE
$775,000
Gorgeous traditional brick 2-story
4/3/2 in Ortega Terrace, 3854sqft

1819 MALLORY STREET
$499,000
Bright & spacious renovated 2-story
near the river, 4/2/1, 2600sqft

1838 MCINTOSH PLACE
$479,000
Renovated Fairfax Manor 3/3/1 +
bonus suite, huge corner lot, 2933sqft

4619 IROQUOIS AVENUE
$355,000
Lovely single-story 3/2.5 in Ortega
Terrace, 2-car gar, manicured lot

Contact us today! MillerBrothers@FredMillerGroup.com
Ted Miller, REALTOR®: 904.463.1731
Nathan Miller, REALTOR®: 904.465.3001
To view all properties for sale in our MLS,
visit FredMillerGroup.com | Office: 904.388.0000

z Resident z

PAGE 42

SEPTEMBER 2014

High hopes for Buckland House timeline
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

H

ome. School. Headquarters. In
100 years, the Buckland House at
2623 Herschel Street has served
multiple purposes with just two owners.
Built as the family home for George
and Grace Buckland and their daughters
Mary and Charlotte, the American
Foursquare style building in wood frame
sports the type of features that cause “old
home” aficionados to get excited. In 1918,
Grace and Mary founded the French
Primary School at the home, teaching
French and primary education to the
children of prominent Jacksonville citizens.
A defining feature of the Buckland

Plug?
Drip?
Clog?

We can help!
CFC 056489

$25 OFF
Any Service Call

416 Ryan Ave.
Jacksonville

House is its full width front porch, with
Colonial Doric columns on pedestals faced
with rusticated masonry blocks. The four
living spaces on each of two floors have the
original double-hung sash wood windows.
The original wood stairwell is beautifully
preserved but, unfortunately, its openness
is not compliant with fire code for public
buildings, and that is what the Buckland
House will continue to serve as in its
second century.
As headquarters for Riverside Avondale
Preservation since 1991, the building
is undergoing extensive renovations,
thanks in part to historic preservation
grant assistance provided by the National
Parks Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, administered through the Bureau
of Historic Preservation, Division of
Historical Resources, Florida Department
of State, assisted by the Florida Historical
Commission.
RAP executive director Carmen
Godwin is working with the Fire Marshall
to have the requirement for a closed-in
stairwell waived in order to preserve the
authenticity of the century-old home.
“When you’re operating out of a historic
structure like this, [those regulations]
could really be destroying a lot of historic
buildings by requiring people to do those
sorts of things,” said Godwin.
The renovation began in 2012 when
the house was lifted two feet off its
foundation and the completely deteriorated
original foundation was removed, salvaging
historic stone and brick for reuse. Floors
were leveled throughout the building

Beautifully preserved, the open staircase
is a hot button with the Fire Marshall.

Pocket doors lead from the entry room
to the parlor, where the Bucklands
conducted a French primary school until
the 1940s.

and many rotten sill beams replaced with
new wood. Other completed exterior
renovations include the skirt wall, the front
porch steps, the re-setting of the front
porch columns, and the installation of a
ramp to provide greater accessibility. The
historic home now sits comfortably on its
new foundation, but the work is far from
complete.
Phase two includes window restoration
and roof replacement, and chimney
stabilization, and once permits are granted
the interior work will be underway.
The scope of work includes mechanical,
plumbing, electrical and climate control

improvements, interior restoration and
repair, and accessibility improvements,
such as conversion of a first floor room for
an ADA-compliant restroom.
The goal is to have the restoration
complete in early 2015 and ready
for the RAP Home Tour that spring.
“Hopefully we’ll start work soon after
permits are complete [this fall] and then
after the first of the year, we can start
looking at working with someone to
help us with furniture, accessories and
by the time Home Tour rolls around it
will be nice to have it as a Show house,”
concluded Godwin. v

Jessica Calinao
Banking Center Manager
Southpoint Branch

Jacksonville’s new

center for business banking

CenterState Bank is now in Jacksonville, with a new and better approach to business
banking. We specialize in commercial and small business lending, offering high-tech
treasury management services with our high touch personalized service. We are excited
about earning your business and we’ll make your success the center of our focus and attention.

We Believe In You.
Equal Housing Lender

Ortega Branch
2922 Corinthian Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 301-2250

King Street Branch
1234 King Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204
(904) 301-2144
Trust Services (904) 301-2222

CenterStateBank.com

Southpoint Branch
7077 Bonneval Road
Jacksonville, FL 32216
(904) 345-4802
Commercial Banking (904) 301-2077
Residential Mortgage (904) 345-4808
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Getting soaked with God
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EnviroFest fun for all ages

An eco-friendly family event at The
Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
drew folks from all over Jacksonville on
Aug. 9. Live music
and plein air painting
set the mood for
activities that
included crafts, face
painting, acrobatic
yoga demonstrations
and a scavenger hunt.
The Spring Water
Looking as pretty
Challenge forced
as a Cummer
participants to
garden flower,
think hard about
Stella Windham
where natural
enjoyed the face
water resources
painting artist.
should be allocated
if given only four
votes from among eight or nine uses for
water, which included drinking, raising
fruits and vegetables, processing meat and
poultry, washing clothing, watering and
fertilizing lawns, and recreational uses.

LakeShore
Hours: M-F 9-7 • Sat 9-5:30 • Sun 12-5

BICYCLES
Selling fun
& happiness
since 1961

• Road Bikes
• Mountain Bikes
• Children’s Bikes
• Parts & Service

904.388.0612

2108 Blanding Blvd. (SR21)
www.LakeShoreBicycles.com

Lori Leverett, far left, and Amy Gay, far right, members of River City Church, work with
youth from Hollybrook Homes at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd.

Urban youth
learn to swim
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

F

or many families, summer
vacations mean heading straight
for the beach or spending time
on the St. John’s River. For children in
the African-American community, that’s
often not economically feasible and
sometimes totally impossible for another
reason.
“We’ve been concerned for some
time about trying to find some way to
do outreach with minority kids because
lots of people in the African-American
community – for historic reasons –
haven’t learned how to swim and there’s
almost a cultural fear now built in,”
said Dave Callen, pool director at the
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
on Stockton Street.
“Just out of the blue, people from
River City Church on the Southside
approached us and said they wanted
to help kids from Hollybrook Homes
learn how to swim this summer,” he
continued. “We put together a six-week
program, two hours each Saturday, and

we split the cost of paying the staff. They
bring volunteers to help out and it seems
to be going well; some of the kids have
really been breaking through.”
Avondale resident Amy Gay is the
children’s program director at River City
Church, serving about 50 children from
first grade through high school.
“We decided the elementary kids
needed to learn how to swim this
summer,” Gay said. “For kids who don’t
have access to a pool, or have been to
the beach, the fear of water is significant.
Many have never been in a pool before
or been to the beach.”
When asked how she “sold” the Get
Soaked program to the children, Gay
said “It’s a pool. It’s hot. It’s summer. It
didn’t take a big pitch. We have a great
relationship with these kids.”
Each Saturday, Gay and her
volunteers pick the children up at their
homes at 9:30 in the morning, have a
Bible study, eat lunch and then head
to Good Shepherd for two hours of
swimming instructions with certified
coaches and lifeguards.
In just three weeks, Gay said she saw
progress. “First we saw fear disappear.
We have kids who are now doing
butterfly and flip turns.”

Dakota Palmer participates in the Spring
Water Challenge, hosted by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

Callen explained that partnering
with River City Church was key to
getting this outreach launched at Good
Shepherd. “Their relationship with the
kids was important for us,” he said.
“You can’t just get a bunch of kids you
don’t know and bring them in here. You
have to start a relationship so they trust
you before getting them into the water.”
“Before we can expect these kids to
have a relationship with a God they
cannot see, they have to experience a
trust relationship with someone they
can see. What’s been exciting is to see
some of our youth volunteers come
into that trust relationship and lead
those children,” Gay concluded. “It’s
been a wonderful partnership with
Good Shepherd, to share the resource
of the pool, acquiring the coaches and
lifeguards, and also sharing the financial
expense. We’re very thankful.” v
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Join us any or everyday as
your primary preschool or
complement to other programs.

$99

• School readiness
• Socialization
• Active, hands-on learning
• Parent-teacher
communication
• Flexible
FREE
Schedule

Child’s Exam,
X-Rays, Cleaning

VPK

Valid through Sept 30, 2014
New patients only. Please present offer.

Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

(904) 423-1377

4495 Roosevelt Blvd. # 111
kids1dentistry.com

• infants
• children
• teens
• special
needs
patients

www.kidspark.com

Preschool for
qualifying 4
year olds

Fun private parties. Hourly childcare - days, evenings and weekends.
License# C04DU0724

Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.
904.387.8602

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd. #111
904.683.4554
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Residents join global movement with a local focus
By Dana Greyson
Resident Community News

W

hat do cities in China,
Russia and Ghana share with
Jacksonville?
They boast officially registered and
mapped Little Free Libraries, a worldwide
network of free book exchanges created to
build a sense of community to promote
literacy and the love of reading.
The first Little Free Library
(littlefreelibrary.org) that started the
movement was built in 2009 in Wisconsin.
Today there are at least 15,000 officially
registered around the world, with
thousands more in the works.
Unlike traditional libraries, there’s
generally no “check out.” Patrons simply
take or donate as many or as few books as
they like, keeping them as long as they want.
Each library is as individual as its stewards
and patrons. Library stewards will generally
do at least some initial stocking of the library,
and may weed out books that don’t move or
are otherwise deemed inappropriate.
A rescue story
“Forbes [Street] is a special place,”
explained Wanda Hall Johnson, steward
of Riverside’s Forbes Street Little Free
Library. “I’ve lived here 30 years, five weeks
after the birth of my first daughter. My
neighbors lived here 32 years….”
A former school teacher and school
librarian, Hall Johnson had heard of Little
Free Libraries years ago. “Then, a year
and a half ago, sitting in a Starbucks with
a friend, I looked out and saw it. It was

supposed to hold Folio magazines, but it
was full of trash.”
“It” was a kiosk, whimsically shaped,
painted like a tiny house; it even had a
roof. “We noticed local artist Ali Isabelle’s
signature. We contacted her and got her
permission to rescue it. I kept her written
permission, just in case!”
Thus, a perfectly weather-resistant
free library found its way to the front of
Johnson’s home. She paid the one-time
$34.95 fee to officially register the kiosk
with Little Free Library and filled it with
books. Initially, more books went out than
in, but eventually the concept caught on.
There is now a regular flow of books in and
out. “It’s become self sustaining,” declared
Johnson, with obvious pleasure.
“We check it every day!” admitted
Adrienne, Hall Johnson’s youngest
daughter. “I love that one of my coworkers
said, ‘Oh, that’s your house!’ she’d been
coming to for the library.”
Gift keeps on giving
Sarah Lynch admired the little free
libraries in Portland when visiting Greg
Schott, a former Avondale resident. To
celebrate the birth of her third daughter,
Lynch’s talented woodworker friend Schott
sent her a kit he made himself to use as her
very own little free library (Pre-made Little
Free Library kits range from $175-$1000;
their kits are not required for registration.)
Lynch and her family painted the library to
match their Glendale Street home.
Lynch did not formally register as a
Little Lending Library, but that doesn’t

Art Smalls, Mike Smalls, Sally Hart, Rob Morgan, John Skoglund, Marge Fish, Alan Fish
seem to matter. In the few weeks since the
library was erected, even though they’re
active in their neighborhood of 10 years,
they’ve met several new neighbors and are
finding the books are flowing freely.
Lynch is pleased with the results. “We
do this because we love Avondale. This is
our way of furthering the eclectic feel of
the neighborhood, to share, to make the
earth a little better place.”

himself, and put it up six months ago.
Morgan joked a bit about his box. “I
‘m no accomplished carpenter…surprised
I didn’t lose a finger or foot building my
library, but had a heck of a lot of fun doing
it. It doesn’t have to be perfect. In fact, I
think a little quirkiness is what makes them
unique and interesting.”
“Don’t be scared,” even if you’re shy,
Morgan assures prospective stewards.

Piper and Margot Lynch
Quirkiness put on the map
Rob Morgan’s officially registered and
mapped Little Free Library draws not only
neighbors, but joggers and walkers passing
through Fairfax Manor along Woodmere
Drive use it, too.
“I can be pulling weeds outside and
have a jogger or a car stop just to say how
much they like the library. I feel like the
library has been a positive thing for our
neighborhood,” Morgan observed.
He got interested when he read an
article about the program. Morgan and
his wife are both avid readers, and decided
sharing the books they read was far better
than keeping them. He built his box

Adrienne and Wanda Hall Johnson
“Adding a little library is a great way
to let your neighbors know you care. It
doesn’t require you to be an extrovert,
although you probably will find yourself
talking with your neighbors more.
“Each person who participates is
giving and sharing with a total stranger
or a neighbor and expects nothing
in return. Yet somehow everyone
does receive something in return.
Be it a book, making a new friend,
or just a feeling of knowing you’re
doing something positive,” Morgan
concluded. v
Raneri's Gourmet Sauces are very
versatile. Here are a few creative ways
our customers and friends use them:
- as a braising liquid, over polenta, lentils,
in cottage cheese, as a base for pizzas,
or mixed in meatloaf to name a few.
Currently Featured at:
* Pine Grove Market & Deli
* Ancient Oaks Farmer & Arts Market
on Mandarin Road, the 1st & 3rd Sunday
of each month from Noon - 4PM!
* Proud vendor at Riverside Arts Market
Saturdays 10AM - 4PM
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Neighborhood school leads in language learning

Students in Christine Green’s and Maria Franco’s classes buddy up for language help; some students speak both English and Spanish.

West Riverside
Elementary offers dual
language program
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

S

tudents at West Riverside Elementary,
from the littlest in voluntary prekindergarten to second grade,
have the opportunity to earn a leg up
on their peers when it comes to global
communications. The magnet school on
Park Street offers dual language classrooms,
teaching subjects in both Spanish and
English to children who may be proficient
in one or the other or both.

The side-by-side first grade classrooms
of Christine Green and Maria Franco have
a swinging door in-between, allowing the
classes to switch rooms – and mental gears
– halfway through the school day.
Green teaches the typical subjects in
English, while in Franco’s room, all lessons
are conducted in Spanish.
“It really works,” said Franco. “It
teaches them mental flexibility, preparing
them for a global future.”
Green concurred. “It will give them
a career advantage, not just to speak in
another language, but to read and write
in that language.” Green has been at
West Riverside for five years, teaching the
English as a Second Language class. “That’s
different because you only teach in English
and the children are from everywhere,

so you’re not just dealing with Spanishspeaking kids.”
In the dual language program, English
speaking children are teamed with native
Spanish speaking children so that even
during play, the immersion for both
groups continues. According to Dr.
Raymond Carver, assistant principal, the
50/50 program pairs students to teach
team building, an integral part of the
curriculum. “We started the program in
kindergarten and first grade last year,” he
said, “offering the dual language class as
well as the traditional English only class in
those grade levels.”
The program has a waiting list and,
while it’s a neighborhood school, many of
the students commute from other areas.
“This is a small school, so we are like a

family. They do everything together, year
to year,” said Franco. “This is a perfect
location for the program.”
The Spanish-born teacher
explained that during the first week of
school, if a child doesn’t understand
critical instructions, the teachers will
communicate in the child’s native
language.
“We try to play a little bit the first week
so they get used to the routine,” Franco
said. “Later on, it’s non-negotiable; we
will not speak the other language in our
classrooms.”
By the end of the year, teachers,
students and their parents will see the
difference. “It’s a challenge because it’s
a lot of work, but it’s very rewarding,”
concluded Franco. v

Visit our campus. Prepare for a Life of Purpose.

CHALLENGE
Open House dates:
Wednesday, October 29 - 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Monday, November 10 - 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
To schedule a personal tour, call 904.396.5751
or email admissions@esj.org.
Now accepting applications for 2015-2016.
Grades 6-12 | 4455 Atlantic Boulevard | Jacksonville, Flor ida 32207 | admissions@esj.org | esj.org
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RPUMC Rockin’ Back to School

The 4th annual Rockin’ Back to School event held Aug. 9 by Riverside Park UMC registered 305
children, from pre-kindergarten to high school, filling a need in the community, according to Tim
Bush, lay leader at the church.
Each child received a backpack with grade-appropriate school supplies; the estimated inclusive
$90 retail value represented nearly $30,000 in donations through fundraisers and church member
support. Additionally, 51 children received physicals provided by St. Vincent’s Mobile Unit.
“This is our gift back to the community,” said John Larsen, member of the Outreach ministry.
“And every year we’re blessed with good weather,” added Beth Joyner, chairperson for the event.

Tory Buchanon, Anna Demont, Natalie Spadaro

Bolles young women serve in the D.R.

Avondale residents Tory Buchanon and Anna Demont, and San Jose
resident Natalie Spadaro all students at the Bolles School, spent 10 days
this summer in the Dominican Republic volunteering in rural and urban
communities working on sustainable pick up some trash throughout the
streets and fields and passed out ceramic water filters to a few families. As we
worked, local children joined us and helped us out so that all of the trash bags
were filled within an hour. Although many of them were visibly ill, the kids
were eager to interact with us and always had smiles on their faces.”
The group also spent time with local children at a Haitian resettlement
village, La Grua, doing arts and crafts, playing sports and games, and
teaching basic conversational English. When they first arrived the group
again began to pick up some of the seemingly endless trash strewn across
the fields and riverbanks of the village. “The children who came to help
had very little physical possessions, yet so much energy and kindness to
offer,” said Demont. “During our experience in Haiti we were able to visit
the women’s shops and enjoyed a locally prepared lunch of rice chicken and
beans. Before saying our goodbyes we played a soccer game with a bunch of
the boys who were surprisingly very experienced players.”

Backpack registration volunteers, Tami Crowell
with daughter Frankie and son Cooper.

Lindsay, Ethan and Evan Bennett were pleased to
show off their backpacks.

Magnolia Ball 2014
Debutantes

Photo by Laura Evans Photography

The Debutante Coterie of
Jacksonville at the 2014 Magnolia
Ball at Timuquana Country Club
in June. Front: Ivey Bruce Gordon,
Stephanie Marie Ira, Ashley Elizabeth
Pilcher, Annemarie Evans Hale; back:
Jane Ann Howerton, Emily Anne
Prendergast, Elizabeth Stapleton
Pilcher, Elizabeth Brooks Daw,
Madeleine Eve Barker
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A look back at Golden Rule days
By Robin Robinson
Resident Community News

“School Days,” an old American popular song
written in 1907 by Will Cobb and Gus Edwards,
takes many residents down memory lane as they
watched children heading back to school last month.
The best known part of the song is the first half of its
chorus: School days, school days, Dear old Golden
Rule days, Reading and ‘riting and ‘rithmetic…
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The John Gorrie Junior High School was opened in 1923 in
a magnificent building in Riverside. The architecture of the
building was recognized when the building was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1987. The school
operated for over 70 years until it closed in 1997. Students
are shown here in the school’s library.

We are proud residents,
and honored to support our
local community.
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ST. JOHNS RIVERFRONT – $899,000
601 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32204

Located near the historic Florida Yacht Club, this 4 Br., 6 Ba. beautifully
maintained Riverfront home offers breathtaking views of the St. Johns
and downtown Jacksonville skyline. A must see!

Your teeth may be to blame!

50%

of heart attacks
are triggered by
oral bacteria!

• respiratory issues
• high blood sugar
• heart problems
• Alzheimers
• stroke • cancer
• infertility
Frequent visits
to the dentist is an
easy way to reduce
risk of future health
problems.

LEARN
MORE!

Gum disease
leads to inﬂammation
of gums – inﬂammation
is linked to an increase
in oral and body
disease.
Excessive
oral bacteria
raises heart attack
risk by 13.6% –
twice that of a
heavy smoker!

For more info about the link between overall
health and oral health please visit
OSHNewsNetwork.com
Specializing in ‘Smile Makeovers’.

Dr. Jacqueline West, DMD

General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Botox & Juvederm
Conveniently located in Historic Riverside / Avondale.

904.387.3333 | westdentistry.com
2301 Park Street • Jacksonville, FL • Just 3 Blocks from 5 Points

