A magical
evening for
St.Vincent's

Local residents
part of live TV
proposals

Patrons packed the house at the Jacksonville Marriott
Southpoint, as the St. Vincent's HealthCare Foundation's annual Red Rose Ball delivered on the themeDo You Believe in Magic? The annual gala, held
Feb. 13, is a perennial fundraising event that bolsters the mission of the Foundation.
Jeanine Rogozinski and Dr. Chaim Rogozinski
with David and Amy Meyer

See more on page 20 >>>

See more on page 16 >>>
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Southbank Riverwalk opens as final safety concerns addressed

Get out and vote!
Early voting begins March 9. For
thoughtful insight from a young
adult on the importance of voting,
turn to Page 2

Khan’s visionary plan
for Shipyards garners
local enthusiasm
On the Northbank, the owner of
the Jacksonville Jaguars promotes
massive development and local
leaders are optimistic. Page 6

Food trucks here to stay,
in more ways than one
New restaurants in 5 Points had
origins in food truck business. One
entrepreneur creates food court in St.
Nicholas. Page 8

With Northbank skyline behind him, Mayor Alvin Brown speaks at the ribbon cutting ceremony of the newly renovated Southbank Riverwalk. Behind him are Dave Balz, Haskell, vice
president, organizational development, District 14 Councilman Jim Love, District 1 Councilman and President Clay Yarborough, District 4 Councilman Don Redman, At-Large Councilman
John Crescimbeni, Tony Allegretti, Executive Director, Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville and Al Emerick, Impact Partners LLC and Al Emerick Productions LLC.

Local residents help
spur safeguards prior
to ribbon cutting
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
The Southbank Riverwalk’s grand
opening last month came off without a
hitch but only after District 4 Councilman Don Redman raised safety concerns about the paved path being far too
narrow in some areas.
City officials gathered Feb. 26 to unveil the $17 million path that was under-

taken after the old wooden Riverwalk
fell into disrepair and was eventually
closed for safety issues.
But while the new Riverwalk’s colorful
pavers, permanent shade sails and many
benches are aesthetically pleasing as it
stretches along the St. John’s River from
the Wyndham Jacksonville to Friendship Fountain, Redman said he felt the
1.5-mile walkway had a flaw that posed a
potential hazard.
“I had someone who lives in Riverplace
call me and say ‘You have to come see
this. It’s too narrow to even walk,’” said
Redman, chairman of the City Council’s
pedestrian and bicycle safety committee.

Political
powerhouse
delivers Lincoln
Day address

Beautiful day
for health fair
Audrey Whitcomb enjoys the petting
zoo from Black Hog Farm, one of the
many vendors at the annual Health
Fair at Assumption Catholic School.
For more turn to page 28 >>>

“Then I got a call from someone else
saying the same thing.”
Stretching 12 feet wide in most areas,
the Riverwalk narrowed down to just
over 4 feet wide around metal semi-circular benches placed under the shade
sails, Redman said.
“I looked up the requirements and
there is supposed to be a minimum of
8 feet and ideally 10 to 12 feet wide on
(paved paths),” Redman said. “It didn’t
leave satisfactory room for two people
to even walk side by side or someone
riding a bike pulling one of those buggies couldn’t get through there.”

Mac McGeehee, Heidi Cruz, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz, Julie Helow and Ted McGowan

See Riverwalk on page 11 >>>

Regency Jacksonville Riverfront
hotel Feb. 20. The festivities
kicked off with remarks by Duval
County GOP Chairman and City
Councilman At-Large Group 5,
Robin Lumb, followed by energizing
speeches by Blaise Ingoglia,
Chairman of the Republican Party of
Duval County Republicans
Florida, Rep. DeSantis, Republican
welcomed Texas Republican U.S.
mayoral challenger Lenny Curry and
Senator Ted Cruz, along with U.S.
finally, Senator Cruz, who closed out
Rep. Ron DeSantis, R-Ponte Vedra
Beach and party faithful to the Hyatt the program. See more on page 21 >>>

Your 2015 Mayoral
Candidates on
local topics.
See page 12 >>>
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Casting one’s vote an important privilege
By Katie Schoettler
Resident Community News
Only an estimated 30 percent of Duval County’s registered voters will hit
the polls for the March 24 election that
includes the races for mayor, sheriff and
numerous City Council seats.
Why the low turnout projection? It
could be because many voters don’t realize how important the March election
is and how a number of races may be
decided this month without moving to
the General Election in May.
Many Jacksonville voters may be
unaware the March election is unlike
a traditional primary election where
they can only cast votes for candidates
in their party. In Jacksonville’s unitary
election, all candidates running for office appear on the same ballot. So, even
if you are registered as a Democrat, you
can vote for a Republican candidate and
vice versa; independent voters can also
cast ballots for any party’s candidate in
the unitary election.
In the event no candidate receives
more than 50 percent of the vote, the
top two vote-getting candidates, regardless of party affiliation will face off
in the General Election on May 19.
As of Feb. 19, there were 548,733
registered voters in Duval County, with
Democrats totaling 227,695, Republicans 201,110 and no party affiliated
(NPA) voters at 119,928.

BOOK NOW for upcoming celebrations!

Licensed • Insured
Various Specials
Contact for Details
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Increasing voter turnout
A low voter turnout is detrimental in
a unitary election. According to Robert
Phillips, Chief Election Officer with the
Duval County Supervisor of Elections,
an election costs about $1.5 million. The
higher the turnout in the unitary election, the higher the opportunity for one
candidate to earn the majority of the vote
and thus avoid the expense of a run-off.
A higher voter turnout can also decrease
the probability of a recount, which can
cost the taxpayers thousands of dollars.
There are many organizations in
Jacksonville with the sole mission of
increasing voter turnout, including the
newly formed Jax Young Voters Coalition, a non-partisan group with a goal
to increase turnout of voters between
ages 18 to 40.
Voters deserve to know the issues
that will impact the future of Jacksonville and the solutions and ideas each

Joe Sampson, Christian Harden, Jimmy Midyette, Meredith O'Malley Johnson, Kemal Gasper, Karina Del Cid, Joey Marchy,
Jack Twachtman, Donteacia Seymore, Jesse Wilson, Sara Dougherty, Keith Walters, Joanna Kurycki, Karen Kurycki, Jeff Smith

Young adults
hope to change
voter apathy
among peers
The Jax Young Voters Coalition, a
nonpartisan group of young professionals, hopes to decrease voter apathy
among 18- to 40-year-old residents by
increasing voter turnout by at least five
percent in the elections this month.
“I feel like we’re at a turning point
for our city and we have to get the
right leadership in place that’s willing
to invest in our city and make it everything it can be,” said coalition founder
Meredith O’Malley Johnson. “We don’t

Call Us Today!
904-739-8289

candidate has to address those issues.
It is never too late to become familiar
with the issues and candidates.
Education is key when deciding
which candidates to vote for, and
research all of the races candidates
and key issues is important. One way
to avoid this problem is to look at the
sample ballot from the Supervisor of
Elections Office to become familiar
with the races and the candidates up for
election working to earn your vote.
Campaigns thrive with the help of
volunteers. If a specific candidate or issue sparks your interest, do not hesitate
to contact the campaign team to see
what you can do to help. Most importantly, always remember to get out and
vote. Every vote really does count and
the outcome of each race will affect the
future of the city.
Contact the Duval County Supervisor
of Elections or visit www.duvalelections.com for more information.

think city elections should be partisan,
so we are focusing on City Council.”
The nonprofit, all-volunteer group
will host collaborative events, and
create engaging and informative
marketing and social media campaigns to excite young voters.
“It’s about [the candidates] wanting
to invest in the city and the vision
we have; making those quality of
life investments we so badly need,”
Johnson said. “[We’re looking for]
more of a balanced approach for
funding between homegrown small
businesses and the big businesses,
issues important for our generation.”
The Jax Young Voters Coalition
22-member board of directors includes
San Marco residents Christian Harden
and Sean Tucker.

Reasons I Love My Job

Last week, one of my historic buyers closed
on his family’s ‘new’ circa 1924 Avondale home on
Pine Street. His Mother still lives a few houses
away in his birth home. Makes my heart sing! A
few days ago, I spoke with my newest seller
who is allowing me to help her let go of
her home of over 60 years on Belvedere.
It is my privilege! Yesterday, one of
my military buyers was quoted a
3.5% fixed rate loan with zero down

thanking him for his service to our country. So proud
to help him!
Today, I experienced the fully-blossoming Nocatee
where new construction is accommodating the streaming
influx of out of state buyers moving jobs to and taking jobs
in Jacksonville. Family upon happy family worshipping the
sun at Splash Park reminded me of how Ortega Forest felt
as a kid (except we splashed in the canal with real gators).
I’m off soon to help a buyer find her beach house where
life is a few steps softer. The building permits in Jax Beach

are insane and it shows. Such beautiful work going on
sustaining the future of our beaches.
Life as a Realtor is never dull, is always rewarding, is
sometimes difficult but always worth every moment. Not
only do I stay current with our lovely city’s growth, I get to
meet diverse people from all kinds of places, sometimes only
as far away as Avondale is to Ortega, but it doesn’t get any
better than that. I love my job because of you. If you need a
committed Realtor, why not try me? I’m all in.
—Anne Rain

Anne Burpee Rain

Broker Associate, Previews International

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Today’s market needs an experienced agent.
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com
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RAM regular
is Chamber
Small Business
Award winner
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
If you have visited the Riverside Arts Market (RAM) in the past
few years there’s no doubt you saw
Shai Tzabari making a pitch for
his business Olive My Pickle.
Meeting and greeting people
at the food stand is critical to Tzabari, who was recently named the

Shai Tzabari and his wife, Charlotte, with the Small
Business Leader of the Year Award presented by the Jax
Chamber of Commerce.

Jax Chamber of Commerce Small
Business Leader of the Year.
“Riverside is where we made our
main focus because it is the downtown, the center of Jacksonville,” the
Israel-born Tzabari said. “Riverside
Arts Market is one of most important
markets. We have much more exposure

there…and we have a chance to test
market and get feedback.”
Olive My Pickle’s operation is on St.
Augustine Road near University Boulevard. “Jacksonville is a great city. It’s all
about what you give to the city because
you will never receive if you don’t give
back. That’s a key principle,” he said.
Jax Chamber President Daniel Davis
said Tzabari is a prime example of how
important small business is to the city.
“Small business is the life blood of commerce in our community,” Davis said.
Cynthia Farmer, immediate past
president of the Chamber’s Downtown
Council, said fellow chamber members
saw Tzabari’s enthusiasm starting with
his first visit. “Shai, his wife Charlotte,
and Olive My Pickle reflect incredible
values that are a model for any business
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and the Downtown Council is especially proud of his accomplishments.”
Nico Hogeveen, owner of GolfTEC
on the Southside, was also a finalist for
the Chamber award. Hogeveen said the
application process was rigorous but
very informative. “In terms of benefits,
some of this has already started with
exposure throughout the JAX Chamber
community and some will be leveraged
throughout 2015,” Hogeveen said.
Finalists for the Small Business
Leader award must be a chamber
member, must own at least 25 percent of the business, be active in daily
operations, have been in business
for at least three years, demonstrate
business acumen and leadership and
have gross revenues of less than $5
million for the previous three years.

Water taxi service is continuing – for now
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
The Ortega-based operator of the
city’s downtown water taxi is committed to continuing the service but
believes changes need to be made to
increase daily ridership and make it
financially sustainable.
“I don’t think a gap in service would
be good for anyone,” said Heather Surface, a partner in Lakeshore Marine,
the company that operates the water
taxi. “That’s one of the things that
hurt the water taxi in the past…the
break in service.”

The company signed a six-month
agreement in August to operate the
98- and 50-passenger boats, with the
hope that a long-term agreement
could be reached. The short-term
agreement ended in mid-February
with no resolution but the city extended the agreement with Lakeshore
Marine temporarily as the two sides
continue to meet.
Ridership during big events such as
Jaguars football games is good, Surface
said. However, it falls off to only a
handful of riders during week days.
Since 2012, ridership has fallen by 40
percent, she said.

Jacksonville's Diamond Source for 4 Generations

1301 RIVERPLACE BLVD. • SUITE 2552 • 904 3460641
WWW.HARBYJEWELERS.COM

Currently passengers, who pay $7
roundtrip or $4 one-way, are picked up
at Friendship Fountain and taken to the
Jacksonville Landing. Under its contract
with the city Lakeshore Marine must
pay two crew members to be on duty 11
hours a day, seven days a week. Surface
noted the previous operators were paid
an annual fee in addition to receiving a
portion of the rider fees.

When taking into consideration
that Lakeshore Marine pays all operating costs as well as providing liability
insurance, the current agreement is
unsustainable, she said. “People don’t
realize this is not funded by taxpayers,
it’s funded by the private operator and
we pay a portion of the (rider) fees to
the city,” she said.

PAGE 04

Thinking
‘Healthy Town’
and beyond
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
Developers Peter Rummell and
Michael Balanky are continuing their
promotional efforts for “Healthy Town,”
the planned residential and retail
development they want to bring to the
Southbank.
Speaking at the Meninak Club in
February, Rummell made it clear what
the $400 million project of residential
living and retail space on the former JEA
Southside Generating Plant is – and isn’t.

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
“I don’t want it to become senior
living,” Rummell said during
a 20-minute speech and video
presentation. “I want it to be a place
where I could be comfortable living
but also a place where my children
could be comfortable living.”
It’s also clear the developers want to
address concerns Healthy Town won’t
have a “strange vibe that where you
all are going to think if you don’t eat
granola at 7 in the morning and do yoga
at 7:30 that you don’t fit in.
“It’s going to be a place that is normal
and lets you live a life better than you
do now,” Rummell said.
JEA board members voted in January
to finalize the contract with Rummell
and Balanky’s company, Elements
Development of Jacksonville. The
contract gives them one year to get city

It’s going to be
a place that is
normal and lets
you live a life
better than
you do now.
— Peter Rummell

Perfection in the Heart of San Marco!
4009 San Jose Boulevard

Beautifully renovated two-story built in
1930’s in the sought after San Marco area.
This home features: formal living room,
formal dining room, beautifully renovated
kitchen, family room, study, playroom /
office, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, large
renovated master suite with walk-in closet
and dressing room, and 2-car garage.
Offered at $858,000

MARCH 2015

approval for their plans for the 28-acre
site. Since then, Rummell has spoken to
several groups about the project.
During his speech to Meninak
members, Rummell spent as much time
talking about what the project won’t be.
For example he assured the audience of
more than 50 businessmen, attorneys
and other professionals that Healthy
Town is only a “descriptor.”
Elements is working with a local
marketing company to create a contest
where the public can suggest names for
the development.
Specifics about the project are
limited, Rummell said, because work
on the site’s master plan is still being
finalized. However, he did give a few
hints about what Elements has in mind,
explaining “the thing that is going to
make a difference is the software.”
“All will have access to the software
and they can customize their life in the
way they want to,” he said.
Again using the “is-isn’t” analogy,
Rummell said Healthy Town won’t
simply have “wider jogging trails or
cleaner air.” And it won’t be a typical
large housing development with a golf
course that loses money. “If you want
one of them there are hundreds across
the country that are half full,” he said.
“Nobody is building them anymore …
That’s not the future.”
A short video shown before
Rummell, a former Disney
Imagineering and St. Joe Co. CEO
spoke, described the development
as having many opportunities for
“unintentional exercise” and that
“stairs will be everywhere.”
When completed, Healthy Town
will have about 1,000 housing units
and nearly 200,000 square feet of
commercial space, including a large
park and a marina with restaurants, but
no large department stores, he said.
With experience developing real
estate projects around the world,
Rummell makes it clear Healthy
Town is going to blaze a new trail.
“This is a big idea. If, after it opens,

you get there and say ‘Gee, I have been
to this before’ then we have failed. This
is something new and different.”
The project, he said, is an outgrowth
of his work as worldwide chairman
of the Urban Land Institute, a large
real estate organization that adopted
Rummell’s proposal to encourage
building healthy places as part of its
two-year theme.
As a result, Healthy Town is getting
worldwide interest. “This is not a little
idea; this is not a Jacksonville idea.
There are ideas coming in from all
around the world…”
With an estimated three-quarters of
the world’s population living in cities
within 25 years, developers are facing a
new challenge, he said.
“All you have to do is create an
environment that is fun to live and
easy to do that. I am convinced that
Jacksonville is ready for that and that
we can start that idea here. We are
excited about it. We think we have a
good idea, we have a magnificent site
and we are now ready to go.”
He also encouraged the audience to
think of ways Jacksonville can tap into
a lucrative unused resource – successful
seniors who snowbird to Ponte Vedra
Beach and Amelia Island. Finding a way
to do that could give Jacksonville the
best of Naples’ senior living and the
youthful feel of an Austin, Texas, he said.
“Think about the wisdom and
Rolodexes and money that comes to
Ponte Vedra and Amelia on a part time
basis. It is a resource that is available for
the tapping; it is as valuable as any other
energy source we could find,” he said.
The 69-year-old Rummell, a cocreator of OneSpark, wasn’t shy about
challenging audience members to think
big as well. While OneSpark may target
young entrepreneurs, there needs to be
ways to link them with “65-year-olds
with experience, contacts and cash.”
“How do you combine the two? That
is something we are going to try and
adapt to Healthy Town.”

For more information, contact:
Sacha Higham • 904-548-7636
Franklin McDaniel • 904-651-6628

1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com
facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

904.516.5976

Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More
“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

The #1 Metropolitan Real Estate Company
with Offices in San Marco Square
and The Shoppes of Avondale

www.SanMarcoHomes.com

Call (904) 739-0717

Anita Vining
REALTOR®
(904) 923-1511

Anna Williams
REALTOR®
(904) 545-7679

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
(904) 910-2782

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®
(904) 710-1550

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®
(954) 805-0428

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
(904) 434-9777

Cindy Guy
REALTOR®
(904) 813-1263

Claire Autrey
REALTOR®
(904) 742-9309

Claire Franson
REALTOR®
(904) 923-5331

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
(904) 707-6548

Dana Davis
REALTOR®
(904) 534-7690

SOLD

SOLD

3646 ROSEMARY ST
Nicole Dana
REALTOR®
904-599-3429

2/1-696 sqft. SOLD by Bille Bernhardt. This is an
adorable bungalow in San Marco with a very large
fenced in, private backyard. It is situated on a large
corner lot with beautiful trees. This home boasts
beautiful hardwood floors throughout!

6919 LA MESA DR W - $365,000

5/3-3,945 sqft. New price & new look! This traditional,
well-maintained home in desirable San Jose Forest
features hardwood floors throughout, spacious living
areas, downstairs guest suite & separate office w/fireplace.
Newer kitchen boasts corian counters and new appliances.

6711 Epping FOREST WAY n - $1.2MM 1538 BROOKWOOD RD
4/3/1-3,899 sqft. Move right into this incredible and
gorgeous home. Seller spared no expense with NEWER
renovations. All Bathrooms & Kitchen totally redone.
Designer kitchen features large tiered island & breakfast
counter, upscale appliances and beautiful lighted cabinetry.

2/2-1,568 sqft. Absolutely stunning 2 bedroom 2
bath cottage plus a study nestled in the popular
San Marco area. This one story home will blow you
away with character and features a living room with
fireplace and re-finished hardwood floors.

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®
(904) 923-4073

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®
(904) 540-7672

SOLD
5036 pARADiSE pOnD Ln
Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342
(904) 708-2423

3/2-1,967 sqft. Another one SOLD by Lynn Ferguson!
Perfect Views of the St. Johns in the Model home!. Enter
home from private two-car garage. Open floor plan with
lots of light. Private Elevator. Old San Jose is almost sold
out with under a handful of units still available.

1738 MORO AvE - $375,000

3/2/1-1,721 sqft. The perfect home just steps from
San Marco Square. Quaint 2 Story features beautiful
and original hardwood floors throughout upstairs
and downstairs. Abundance of windows bring in lots
of natural sunlight.

14607 gREEnOvER Ln - $250,000

3/2-1,721 sqft. Fabulous opportunity to own an all
brick pool home on a corner lot just minutes from I-95.
Well maintained home boasts tiled foyer, nice separate
formal dining room, spacious family room with wood
burning fireplace and large kitchen with breakfast area.

10734 WAvERLEY BLuFF WAY - $1.575MM
4/4-3,998 sqft. TRULY A MODEL HOME! Beautiful
custom-built 2-story home with pool. 3-car garage
with abundance of storage and work space area.
Hardwood and Tile floors flow throughout. Enjoy
Panoramic views from almost every room.

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Elizabeth O’Steen & Susan
Donnell, REALTORS®
(904) 465-1706
(904) 994-6677

9966 HAWKS HOLLOW RD - $204,900 8112 JOSE CiR W - 1.1MM
Mat Glas
REALTOR®
(904) 562-8059

4/2-1,960 sqft. Move quickly on this newly renovated 4
bedroom 2 bath home located in the desirable Mandarin
area with over 1,900 square feet of living space. This
beautiful one story home features a large family room
with fireplace, separate dining room with wood floors.

5/6-5,574 sqft. Enjoy amazing panoramic river views on
expansive property portraying more than 300’ of waterfront.
Frank Lloyd Wright ranch style home was originally built for local
businessman who spared no expense. Second owners have
kept the original style but updated a beautiful newer kitchen.

8434 pApELOn WAY - $409,200

5/3-2,831 sqft. Amazing Renovated Executive Home
in the Estate Section of the Gated Villages of San Jose
neighborhood in the heart of Mandarin. Spanish Tile Roof,
Hardwood flooring, Decorative Tile and new carpeting
throughout. Fabulous updated kitchen and baths!

1431 RivERpLACE 1903 - $275,000

1/1-1,125 sqft. Come and live at the most luxurious
highrise in Jacksonville. New paint, crown molding,
new flooring and remote control blinds. Floor to
Ceiling Glass Throughout, Large Open Gourmet kitchen
with Top of the Line Appliances, Ultra Luxurious Baths.

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

Genni Jet
REALTOR®
(904) 802-0820

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®
(904) 655-8232

unDER COnTRACT
4173 BiRMingHAM RD - $240,000
Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®
(904) 514-0577

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®
(904) 704-1576

2/1/1-1,364 sqft. Step inside one of the most adorable
homes in Miramar. The moment you drive into circular
driveway and walk through the door you will fall in love.
Front entry foyer now being used as an office which is
great space. Beautiful hardwood floors flow throughout.

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®
(904) 210-6399

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
(904) 755-1911

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

unDER COnTRACT
9010 CRAvEn RD - $320,000

6/4-3,486 sqft. This gorgeous custom family home has
been refreshed with all new paint inside and out, new
flooring, sod, landscaping and pressure washing. It has
SIX bedrooms that include 2 master suites. So many
possibilities for a large family or two medium size ones!

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®
(904) 705-6464

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®
904-608-5481

13970 MAnDARin RD - $1.685MM

8/5/2-6,524 sqft. HIGHLY MOTIVATED SELLER!
Southern charm awaits! Beautiful 3 story custombuilt riverfront home. Panoramic views from wide
lot. Hardwood floors and High Ceilings throughout.
Gentleman’s and Banquet sized Dining Rm.

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4503

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®
305-331-6518

Laney Smith
REALTOR®
(904) 674-1888

4041 BARCELOnA AvE - $330,000

3/2-3,064 sqft. Great opportunity to buy in Granada one of Jacksonville’s most sought after neighborhoods.
Over 3000 square feet with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
Living Room, Dining Room and a spacious Family
Room perfect for entertaining and living.

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®
(904) 304-5458

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4417

Jane Slater
REALTOR®
(904) 333-3883

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®
(904) 962-5176

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Khan’s Shipyards plan
draws local praise

Architectural images show what Jaguars’ owner Shad Khan’s ideas are for the Shipyards property. Photo by: Populous

By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
Urging city leaders to bring economic
vitality into the city, Jaguars owner Shad
Khan is proposing an expansive commercial and residential development of
the Shipyards that would connect the
Downtown area to EverBank Field.
Representatives of Iguana Investments, a development entity created by
the Jacksonville Jaguars owner just for
the Shipyards project, made a formal
presentation to the Downtown Investment Authority about the plan that
initially has no price tag or timeline.
However, there is a concept, presented

in colorful architectural drawings, depicting a marina, hotels and restaurants,
expanded river walk from Downtown
to the stadium including a suspension
bridge, park space and a permanent museum for the USS Charles F. Adams.
In his annual State of the
Jaguars comments, the billionaire
businessman stressed the importance
of such a development on the 48acre Shipyards, which also would
include a team practice facility.
“The Shipyards would give downtown
Jacksonville the kind of iconic identity
that many downtown districts in the
United States enjoy and we currently
lack,” Khan said. “But it doesn’t work

Proud Supporter of
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6524 square feet

$1,685,000
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Luxury Family Retreat in Palatka

lArge wAlled bAckyArd perfecT for A pool
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$350,000
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A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

or make sense if it doesn’t provide jobs,
boost our economy and self-confidence,
stabilize the future of the Jaguars franchise and improve our overall quality of
life. Our proposal to partner with the
City of Jacksonville on this project will
achieve this and more.”
If there’s skepticism about whether the
plan will ever become reality, it’s based
on the Shipyards’ history of failed deals
that’s left the site essentially vacant since
the 1990s. The most recent ended in
2009 when LandMar’s plan for condos,
a river walk and retail and commercial
buildings died when its parent company
filed for bankruptcy.
Describing his proposal as modern
and urban, Khan said it would also be a
walkable destination “that connects the
Sports Complex with downtown Jacksonville, activates Bay Street, engages
with Hogan’s Creek Greenway and hosts
activities throughout the year.”
Khan said he is hopeful the project
will move forward once it is presented
to the DIA, saying “it is critical to the
future of Jacksonville and the Jaguars. It
is our hope the DIA shares our sense of
urgency and resolve. The opportunity to
change Jacksonville is here.”
Reaction was generally positive from
businesspeople and local elected officials.
Anita Vining, president of the San
Marco Merchants Association, described
herself as “overly excited about the Shipyards Development. Jacksonville is very
lucky to have a person like Shad Khan
who has great vision and obviously an
extraordinary business man.
“That area is one of the premier spots
in the city and offers amazing potential. The plan I saw unveiled by Khan
appears to offer something for everyone
and including drawing visitors who will
eventually want to live here. Our city is
beautiful and currently is screaming for
venues on the St Johns River.
“His plan will take Jacksonville forward and could highlight Jacksonville as
a top tier city. My hope is for our current
city leaders and Economic Development
Council to support his plan and help to
push to the top of their agenda and work
with him not against him.”
District 14 Councilman Jim Love called
Khan’s plan “very unique, very visionary.”
“What I really like about it is it has a
lot of docking and uses the river more
than other plans before,” said Love,
who is chairman of the City Council’s
Waterways Commission.
While stressing the plans are only
conceptual, Love acknowledges that
Khan could be the person to finally make
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a developed Shipyards a reality.
“I believe in dreaming big and obviously Shad Khan has done that.”
Including the USS Adams in the proposal is also a great idea, Love said. “You
have an extremely valuable piece of land.
It just makes sense. It’s a wedding made
in heaven…and with developers Peter
Rummell and Mike Balanky’s ‘Healthy
Town’ across the river and going up
simultaneously, now you have synergy.
I am really excited about the next four
years. I think Jacksonville is a good city
and we’re on verge of being a great city.”
Dave Auchter, executive vice president of NAI Hallmark Partners, which is
building 220 Riverside and Unity Plaza
in Brooklyn, said “Shad Khan seems
to start with a goal in mind and then
sets his course. Most credible football
pundits respect what he is doing to build
a sustainable, winning NFL franchise. I
expect he will take the same approach to
the Shipyards. And the goal is extraordinary. While the course ahead is certainly
complex, I can’t see why anyone would
doubt Shad's success.”
District 5 Council Member Lori Boyer
said she’s excited to see someone taking
an interest in the Shipyards property.
“I am certainly interested in hearing
about their concept and also hearing
about the expected participation of the
city,” Boyer said.
From what she’s hearing, Boyer said
she’s got “a little concern” about a
proposed amphitheater because of past
noise complaints from residents on the
other side of the St. Johns River. Also,
she wondered whether the Jaguars’ practice fields would be open to the public
for other events.
But overall, Khan’s proposal could
benefit Downtown, she said. “We keep
hearing Downtown is just on the brink
of coming back. Clearly Brooklyn has
happened, that is real, and the continued
impetus is for Downtown to happen.
“If it does happen that would be a
game-changer, no question about it.”
Mayor Alvin Brown said, “I think it’s
going to be successful for a number of
reasons. One, you have a great visionary
leader in Shad Khan. As a mayor, it’s my
top priority. I believe in Downtown, and
there’s a drive to make sure we have the
best Downtown. I think that’s what’s
going to happen.”
The mayor also has noted that the city
will conduct a process following the law,
which requires the city to advertise for
other proposals for at least 30 days if the
City moves forward.

Custom Building - Remodeling
Celebrating 52 Years
as Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom
Builder & Remodeler
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Food trucks: Some moving to permanent spots, others enjoy the mobility
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News

just playing out for Jacksonville
restauranteurs who began on four wheels.

To Anthony Hashem it’s a natural
progression – start out with a food
truck, build the brand for his tasty
edible offerings by driving to wherever
he can find hungry diners and then
transition to a brick and mortar
location where his now loyal customers
can come any day of the week.
For the Bishop Kenny High School
graduate who grew up working in his
family’s small restaurant on Beach
Boulevard, the food truck gave him a
chance to gradually develop his idea of
“gourmet grilled cheese.”
The move to a permanent spot
happened much quicker.
“It was dictated by the (success of the)
business,” Hashem said while sitting near
his colorfully decorated truck. “I had
a five-year plan to get a restaurant but
ended up signing a lease just a year and a
half in. It was just out of necessity.”
Now that his food truck, Happy Grilled
Cheese, is doing well he’s moving into 5
Points with hopes the demand for grilled
cheese only increases. Others who began
with a food truck and made the same
transition, such as Corner Taco owner
Christopher Dickerson, say Hashem is
making the right choice and will benefit.
But some food truck operators say
moving each day is part of the allure and
they don’t plan to leave their kitchens on
wheels to just stay in one place.
It’s an interesting dilemma that’s

A restaurant background
Hashem knows quite a bit about
working in a traditional restaurant.
His father, uncle and grandmother
operated Desert Sands sandwich shop
in St. Nicholas for 35 years.
Serving traditional Lebanese
American style food including tabouleh
and pita sandwiches for breakfast and
lunch, the business gave Hashem a
chance to see how running a restaurant
becomes a way of life.
“I would get dropped off here after
school instead of home. I did all my
homework on the cutting board in
the backroom next to the slicer,” said
Hashem, whose grandmother always
seemed to pick him for chores. “I never
realized she was trying to teach me, I
guess, about the business.”
But there was another influence,
though, having just as much impact on
how he thought about food preparation.
During summer trips to Austin, Texas
with family Hashem often stopped at
that city’s many food trucks.
“I grew up every summer eating at
food trucks in Austin but knowing they
were illegal in Jacksonville,” he said.
Officially, they weren’t illegal here,
just forbidden from operating within
one mile of an established restaurant.
However, since the city dropped that
restriction to 300 feet about three years

Anthony Hashem, owner of Happy Grilled Cheese.

ago (and to 50 feet in 2014), there’s been
a proliferation of food trucks.
Currently there are more than 70
food trucks operating locally.
“I was ready, and as soon as they
legalized food trucks I had three
business plans waiting. The grilled
cheese concept was the first of the
three,” he said. “I walked out of a
corporate job with a cellphone carrier
and was ready to go.”
In late February, Hashem was putting
the finishing touches on renovations to
Happy Grilled Cheese at 1029 Park St.
The 2,300-square-foot restaurant will
have outdoor dining areas in front and
back and serve beer and wine.
As for the food truck, it will keep
rolling even after the restaurant opens.

“I am excited to keep the food truck
going. One of the good things about the
restaurant is the kind of product we can
put in the food truck, specials we can put
on, the type of ingredients we can use.

Corner Taco transition
Corner Taco is about one year ahead
of Happy Grilled Cheese in its move to
opening a storefront in Riverside. In
Dickerson’s case, he started out with
a small stand in a Neptune Beach bar
before moving to a food truck in 2012.
The truck was a way to “get in front
of people who are more ingredient
conscious,” he said.
These days, there’s no negative stigma
connected to a food truck, unlike in
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years past where they may have been
seen as having poor quality or lessthan-perfect sanitary conditions.
“Food trucks are much more high class
now. There are some cooks who have
worked in some very nice places now
doing food trucks. They want to have
fun cooking and the trucks give them the
opportunity to do that,” Dickerson said.
The food truck operators also are
passionate about their product, said
Dickerson, a Riverside resident. “It’s a
good way to test your label in different
markets and find out how it does. 5
Points is different than Riverside and
Riverside is different from Downtown.
Then you can pick which (location) is
best for you.”
Dickerson credits the local craft beer
operations Intuition Ale Works, Bold
City and others for launching the food
truck explosion here. “I really believe
the food movement is following the
local beer crafters. They got things
going here in Jacksonville and the food
movement is following.”
In Corner Taco’s case, the 1965
Airstream trailer that served the handmade tortillas and all natural ingredients
for more than two years is used mainly
for special events, such as The Players
Championship, or catering events.
“We don’t do the truck as much as we
once did. It’s a lot of work to get both it
and the restaurant prepared,” he said.

Sticking with food truck
If there’s one thing Jennifer Kline
knows it’s that her food truck, Up in
Smoke BBQ, will keep rolling every day.

HEART OF MANDARIN 4/3, spacious custom
brick home, wood burning fireplace, 2 Master
Suites, mature oaks. $375,000. #757519
Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

“We’re going to stick with the food
truck,” Kline said when asked if she
and partner Tom Wilbers will open a
restaurant. “I love that we can move every
day; I love the diversity of a food truck.”
Wilbers operated two brick and
mortar restaurants in Georgia several
years ago and has no interest in going
back. Now he’s so convinced that food
trucks are the hot trend he plans to build
and sell them to food entrepreneurs.
“We will have the first ‘green’ food
truck in Jacksonville next month – no
generator,” Kline said.
Up in Smoke BBQ is one of the
oldest trucks operating in the city
and stays busy doing special events,
going to the Riverside Arts Market
and seeking out parking spots to
connect with new customers.
“It’s like a puzzle every day, a challenge,”
she said. “We love the food truck scene.
Every truck has its own niche.”

St. Nicholas food truck court
Hashem’s Happy Grilled Cheese is
also a familiar sight in St. Nicholas.
It’s often parked at the Jax Food Court
on Beach Boulevard along with three or
four other trucks that rent a spot in front
of the former Desert Sand restaurant.
Hashem says he’s happy to help the truck
owners by giving them a semi-permanent
lunchtime spot once a week and give St.
Nicholas a little economic boost.
“Doing this is more important for the
neighborhood,” he said of the food court
that also has an indoor eating area. “It’s
an older area of town, kind of blighted.
We want to bring some life back into it.”

VERY COOL RETRO 3/2, updated in 2014,
terrazzo floors, newer windows, park-like
setting, good karma. $128,000. #757329
Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288
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Mayor Brown presents the Cultural Fusion Steering Committee, St. Johns Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman and
Councilman Jim Love with the Year of the River Proclamation. Photo Credit: Tonya Austin

March is River
Celebration and
Cleanup Month
It’s fitting on the 15th anniversary
of the St. Johns Riverkeeper to have
the St. Johns River celebrated in
2015 during the Cultural Fusion’s
Year of the River.
Last month Mayor Alvin Brown
made the official proclamation at a
press conference at The Cummer
Museum of Art & Gardens, and this
month will mark the 20th annual River Celebration and Cleanup, held at
dozens of sites throughout the area.
The Year of the River is an initiative that brings together more than
50 art and cultural organizations to
raise awareness of the St. Johns River
as the “cultural current” of the city.

STUNNING RIVERFRONT 5/7.5, hardwood
& tile, fireplace, Chef’s kitchen, over 1 acre
riverfront, dock w/boathouse. $1,695,000.
#753725 Joseph Poletto 904-738-6446

“We’re thrilled to be part of the
Year of the River, having this celebration, bringing together artists,”
said Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman.
“The river has inspired artists for
centuries, and this celebration is,
in a way, almost giving back and
thanking the St. Johns for how it’s
shaped us as a community.”
While the Riverkeeper’s River
Patrol is actively monitoring the
health of the river, it is organizations such as The Rising Tides and
other community groups and individuals who help make a difference
on Saturday, Mar. 21.
Cleanup supplies will be provided
at each of the nearly 50 sites, and
times vary, 8-11 a.m. or 9-12 p.m.
Contact Shannon Blankenship,
outreach director, at (904) 256-7613 or
Shannon@Stjohnsriverkeeper.org,
with questions.

MOVE-IN READY 2/2 condo in Colonial Point.
Amenities: river dock, canoe/kayak racks,
clubhouse & community pool. $55,000.
#752710 Joseph Poletto 904-738-6446

BEAUTIFUL LAKEFRONT 4/3+, Mandarin area,
tile floors, fireplace, screened lanai, downstairs
master suite, shade trees. $579,000.
#742094 Transition Team 904-535-8686

Your Home Team
Since 1965

APPROVED SHORTSALE 3/2, spacious open
floor plan, fireplace, eat-in kitchen, backyard
perfect for family bar-b-q’s. $130,000.
#756675 Anil Pathak 904-477-0629

CALLING ALL BOATERS! 3/3 with views
of River, on a deep water creek, dock
with boat garage. $450,000. #746055
Don Raines 904-421-6955

BRICK BEAUTY 3/2+, formal living & dining
room, family room with brick fireplace,
open patio, fenced yard. $190,000.
#742950 Laura Lander 904-673-2526

5443 San JoSe Blvd.
JackSonville, Fl 32207

SWEETWATER by Del Webb 3/2, over 55
community, HOA includes lawn care &
landscape, gorgeous home! $195,000.
#751821 Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

BRICK BUNGALOW 2/1, wood floors,
fireplace, home office or bonus room, fenced
yard, detached garage. $184,000. #746261
Dream Home Team 904-472-0726

GATED COMMUNITY 4/3.5 in San Marco, 2
Master Bedrooms, home office, large patio,
side entry garage. $559,000. #746492
Dream Home Team 904-472-0726

SAN MARCO RIVERFRONT 2/2 condo,
spectacular views, covered patio, walk to
Baptist Hospital, shops & dining. $200,000.
#757489 Charles Anno 904-993-7487

POOL HOME 4/2, hardwood & tile floors,
fireplace, kitchen opens to family room, new
roof in 2013, expect fast sale. $137,900.
#743439 Cassius Wilcox 904-571-8134

GATED COMMUNITY 3/2, all brick, fireplace
in family room, huge bedrooms, natural
setting, quiet cul-de-sac. $243,000.
#734131 Amanda Everett 904-415-2711

FREE CaREER tRaining
& CoaChing
Steve Light, VP/Broker
(904)731-5800 Office

www.RealEstateCareersFlorida.com

Taking Orders Now

The 2016
XC90
Starting
at
$

48,900

PURCHASE A VOLVO,
GET A VACATION.

Take a vacation where the souvenir
is part of an unforgettable experience.
Purchase any new Volvo within the Volvo Overseas Delivery Program
and you’ll discover a truly unique way to buy a car, as well as
a truly unique way to travel around Europe. Here’s what’s included:

• Two round-trip tickets to Scandinavia
• A free first class hotel night in Gothenburg, Sweden
• Savings off the U.S. MSRP on U.S.-model Volvos
• Complimentary home shipment services
to O’Steen Volvo valid
for up to 6 months.
Want more details?
10863 Philips Highway, Jacksonville FL 32256

904-396-5486

OSteenVolvo.com
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Southbank Riverwalk FROM PAGE1
By replacing the semicircular benches
with straight ones the width of the path
becomes acceptable, he said. “That will
take it to a couple inches short of 8 feet
wide and I am okay with that,” he said.
Christopher Flagg, a Haskell Co.
architect responding to Redman’s concerns, noted the Riverwalk design was
primarily intended for pedestrians and
to have adequate shaded areas.
The Riverwalk is designed so “that
bikers would be considerate enough to
dismount at high pedestrian use areas,
seating areas and gathering spaces,”
Flagg said in an email to city officials in
response to Redman’s concerns. “Therefore, all walkway widths, pass through
points, etc., all meet or exceed safety
and handicapped accessibility requirements for pedestrians.”
David DeCamp, spokesman for Mayor
Alvin Brown, said the city was happy to
address Redman’s concerns and replace
the benches. He noted, however, the new
Riverwalk is a different style and design
from the one it replaced. “This (new)
one actually extends out over the river in
some places whereas the old Riverwalk

was attached to the bulkheads,” said DeCamp, who noted the new walkway was
also never intended as a bicycle path.
Redman said no one with the City
told him the new Riverwalk would be
narrowed from its previous width in
order to stay within budget.
“I just assumed it was going to be the
same,” said Redman, who acknowledges
city officials provided him with revised
architectural drawings but didn’t tell
him the new path was narrower. “I
couldn’t read those little bitty numbers
on that drawing.”
Redman said he understood why the
architect who designed the Riverwalk
felt the semi-circular benches would
look good there. “But just putting them
there because it looks good doesn’t
solve the problem of having an unsatisfactory Riverwalk,” Redman said.
With the safety issue resolved, Redman said Jacksonville residents should
enjoy the view a Southbank Riverwalk
offers. “I am just excited about it being
a better safer walking path. Once we get
this worked out there shouldn’t be any
other problems with it,” he said.

Baptist Health adds
germ-zapping robots
Baptist Health recently introduced
R2D2-like robots to its overall health care.
The seven Xenex Disinfection Services
germ-zapping robots are being used by
the hospital to kill harmful bacteria that
pose a danger to hospital patients, particularly those with compromised immune
systems due to illness.
The robots, which are 20 times
more effective than manual cleaning
with chemicals, use full-spectrum UV
light which destroys the organism’s
DNA so it can’t reproduce. Specially
trained technicians move the $80,000

S
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elling
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Michael Mayo discusses the Xenex robot

robot into a room that must be empty
because the UV light might irritate eyes
and skin. Once activated, the robot
extends upward to just over five feet
tall and emits light pulses during the
five- to 10-minute process.

RealtoR®

deebenson214@gmail.com

SOLD
4041 Barcelona Ave.

Super Opportunity in Granada. Over 3000 sq ft, 3/2
with Living Room, Dining Room and large Family Room,
2 car garage with apartment. $330,000.

You Asked For It
Less than a month after publishing
an update on the unscheduled repair of
the Art Deco neighborhood marker on
Atlantic Boulevard, it has been fully restored. St. Nicholas residents now pass
the landmark to and from I-95 and,

while idling at the stoplight at Kingman
Avenue, can pause to admire its clean,
stylish lines.
Thanks to District 4 Councilman
Don Redman, who had pledged discretionary bond funds for the repair
of the sign, the community’s identification is no longer in question.

BEFORE

AFTER

Now used in about 250 hospitals
nationwide, Baptist began using Xenex
robots about four months ago in its operating rooms and just recently began
going into in-patient rooms. Hospital
President Michael Mayo said the Xenex
robots provide “an extra layer of pro-

tection” and it “gives patients an extra
sense they are being well cared for.”
The hospital will do monthly patient
safety results to monitor how the robots’ effectiveness, said Kristin Vondrak, Baptist Health vice president and
chief quality officer.

Ready to own your business?
IBP Suites is here and ready to help you start!
We are searching for independent and talented beauty
professionals wishing to own their personal business without
the difficulties of build out and store front management.

Midcentury Beauty

Dee Benson

The Legends of Real Estate
8777 San Jose Blvd., #903
(904) 708.3173
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$65,000 Reduction

One of the most special homes
and sought after locations in
San Marco in proximity to the
St. Johns River, San Marco
Square, and pristine parks is
now offered for the very first
time. The 1950 Midcentury
home speaks volumes of this
original owner’s concept of a
timeless floor plan.
Offered at $584,900

Elizabeth
Meux

REALTOR®

904.704.1576
egmeux@gmail.com

www.emeux.com

Call 904-477-2008
1547 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, Florida 32207
www.ibpsuites.com or facebook.com/IBPsuites

Fernandina Beach

This is the beach getaway you have been waiting for!
3 spacious bedrooms, 2 baths and updates throughout.
$200,000. 631 Tarpon Ave. #6509

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Mayoral candidates share T
thoughts on critical issues

he importance of a well informed electorate is paramount, as
many tough issues face our city and our local neighborhoods.
The Resident believes that many of the issues at stake will determine
our future. The following questions and answers should provide
some insight for voters– we hope it helps to provide an informed,
educated decision at the ballot box.

1. What is your position on the dredging
of the St. Johns River?
I am in favor of
responsible dredging.
Can decision makers
strike a balance
between environmental concerns and job
creation?
Eldre Omega
I think collaboration
Allen, 60
between the Army
Corps of Engineers
Education:
and the EnvironmenMBA, Jacksonville
tal Organizations
University; Doctoral
is imperative to
Candidate in Public
reaching a workable
Administration,
Northcentral University
solution to be subOccupation:
mitted to the decision
Certificate General
makers for approval.
Contractor
It is always vital to
have the appropriate
stakeholders at the table when balance is the
desired outcome.
2. How would you approach the unfunded
liability in regard to the taxpayer funded
police/fire pension as it stands today?
I would initiate a new negotiation with a different set of participants. Firefighters, Police Officers and Taxpayers should be the participating
stakeholders. After all, they are the ones who
will be most affected by the outcome. Furthermore, do you believe in closed door negotiations
or open meetings for transparency? No, I believe
in honesty, accountability, and transparency.
The taxpayers desire and deserve to know the
truth about this debacle…how it came to be.
Ultimately, we (taxpayers) are going to have

to pick up the tab regardless to the method by
which the administration decides to address
the debt initially.
3. What impact can the Mayor have
on making neighborhoods safer?
The Mayor can influence neighborhood safety
through open involvement with neighborhood
youths and groups that foster higher self-esteem and respect for authoritative figures.
How would you work with the new Sheriff to
implement any programs you may have? I will
use the power of the office to influence law
enforcement policy that fosters mutual respect
between citizens and officers. Trust is born out
of respect and trust is the missing element in
our community as a whole.
4. Locally owned businesses are important to sustaining positive growth and job
creation in Jacksonville. How will your
administration encourage and support
investment in the small business sector for
entrepreneurs and existing businesses?
I agree! As a Jacksonville native, I long to see the
return of economic strength in our neighborhoods when entrepreneurs were able to sustain
their households through honest business
activities. One of the first orders of business
for my administration will be to heighten business community awareness of the programs
that already exist to assist with growth and
development i.e. Northwest Jacksonville Trust
Fund Advisory Committee. I will require City
Trust Fund liaisons to track and recover funds
from previous program participants to increase
the amount of available funds. Thereafter, we
will continually seek means by which to make
assistance available (including but not limited

to administrative assistance).
5. How can Jacksonville protect the fabric
of historic neighborhoods while also encouraging new business development?
Sometimes we place an extraordinary amount
of focus on preservation of historical landmarks
that it only serves as a deterrent to economic
development. While I believe in historic preservation, we must be more proactive and loosen
the restrictions on physical redevelopment. I
think we can preserve the historical integrity
of a structure without imposing undue cost on
the developer to used materials that make the
project cost prohibitive.
6. What is your number one priority if you were to be elected?
There are many issues that are all equally
important and urgent to Jacksonville’s future.
Advocating for Downtown development? Absolutely! The heart of every City is its Downtown.
Our Downtown is in “Cardiac Arrest,” however,
it can be resuscitated with an infusion of
mixed-use facilities that bring retail, residential,
and entertainment to the Downtown area.
The first step in revitalizing Downtown is to
properly care for our homeless population. This
will alleviate the concern that business owners
have regarding the safety of their customers
and employees, thereby removing the obstacle
to progress. Focusing on increasing tourism? I
believe Jacksonville has the potential to become
a serious competitor for Florida’s tourist trade.
A Convention Center that can accommodate
the many organizations that desire to bring
their functions here can be a catalyst to increase for tourism, hospitality, and many other
aspects of our business community. Balancing

the budget? Re-budgeting, the act of re-visiting
the budget mid-year to evaluate allocations and
actual spending vs. budgeted is the key to identifying areas of waste, over allocation, or under
allocation and revising the budget accordingly.
While this is not customary for COJ, it should
be. It’s good fiscal management and control.
What is Goal #1? In view of where we are as
a community, there is a need to implement
several goals simultaneously, i.e. Project Home
for the Homeless, Retail Therapy, etc.
7. Where does public education rank
among your list of priorities?
As a former Educator and an Academic, I am a
product of Jacksonville’s public school system.
I have high regards and concern for our public
educational system. I long to see it restored to
a system that has no failing schools because
we have created a system of students with high
self-esteem who are inspired, encouraged, and
expected to excel. Do you feel that our current
state of affairs is improving? Not really. Do you
support alternative measures and the continued
pursuit of charter schools for increasing school
choice for parents? While I am not opposed to
charter schools, they do not meet the needs of
the masses. I am a proponent of system transformation that makes Duval County a haven
for the BEST Educators in the country and
produces highly competitive graduates.
8. What is your favorite aspect
of the City of Jacksonville?
My favorite aspect of Jacksonville is its excellent
geographic location. We are a hub for comContinued on page 13 >>>
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merce by land, sea, and air. We are positioned
for GREATNESS. What do you enjoy most about
our city? Our beaches.

1. What is your
position on the
dredging of the
St. Johns River?
Considering the
tremendous local
financial investment
needed, dredging to
deepen the St. Johns
channel to 47 feet
William (Bill) H.
should only be done
Bishop, III, 58
if the economic case
can accurately be
Education:
made and if it can
Bachelor of
be done without
Architecture from
significant harm to
Lawrence Technological
University; Master
the river ecology. Can
of Architecture and
decision makers strike
Master of Business
a balance between
Administration
environmental
from University of
concerns and job
Detroit Mercy
creation? I believe the
Occupation:
jobs/environmental
Architect; current
City Council
balance can be
Member, District 2
struck but it will
take involvement
of those in Putnam County that have an
economic stake in the Rodman reservoir.
2. How would you approach the unfunded
liability in regard to the taxpayer funded police/
fire pension as it stands today? Furthermore, do
you believe in closed door negotiations or open
meetings for transparency?
All negotiations regarding pensions must be
done in open meetings in full compliance
with Florida sunshine laws. My approach to
the police/fire pension fund unfunded liability
would be to request negotiations with the
appropriate union representatives as required
by Florida law. If they are willing, aggressively
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negotiate appropriate revisions to the plan
that will be economically sustainable for both
the taxpayers and the police and fire fighters.
We must have an economically sustainable
and market competitive plan for the long term
viability of the city. If they are unwilling to
negotiate by relying on the so-called 30-year
agreement, then I will use the impasse options
available under Florida law and vigorously
defend the city in any lawsuit that may be filed
as has been threatened many times by John
Keane. Considering that much of the unfunded
liability will have to be paid by the city, I
support the sales tax option as the best way
to provide a broad based revenue source with
the least impact per individual. It is important
that both the revenue side and the expense
(benefits) sides be addressed together for a
comprehensive solution.
3. What impact can the Mayor have
on making neighborhoods safer? How
would you work with the new Sheriff to
implement any programs you may have?
As Mayor, I can and will reinvigorate the
City’s departments tasked with working
with neighborhoods to provide assistance
and training on how to establish and
grow neighborhood associations. Strong
neighborhood associations are one of the best
tools for neighborhood vitality and safety.
Neighborhoods that look out for themselves
tend to have the lowest crime rates.
Keeping open lines of communications
between city departments, neighborhood
associations and JSO are critical in efforts to
improve neighborhood safety. During my
eight years on City Council and during the
current campaign, I have had the opportunity
to work with and visit numerous neighborhood
association meetings where crime and
safety issues are discussed. JSO does a very
good job of working with neighborhoods to
identify problems and develop strategies with
neighborhoods for addressing them.
4. Locally owned businesses are important
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to sustaining positive growth and job
creation in Jacksonville. How will your
administration encourage and support
investment in the small business sector for
entrepreneurs and existing businesses?
First, my administration will be a partner
with business rather than an impediment.
The processes city departments use when
interacting with business will be restructured
to provide proactive support for people trying
to start or expand a business to quicken the
start-up time. City departments involved with
the development process can provide active
assistance to people inexperienced with the
city’s rules and regulations. These efforts will
make business start-up and expansion less time
consuming in a world where time is money.
5. How can Jacksonville protect the fabric of
historic neighborhoods while also encouraging
new business development?
Protecting the fabric of historic neighborhoods
and new business development are not
mutually exclusive. There are many businesses
that are very compatible with historic
neighborhoods. Public education about the
value of historic neighborhoods can help
expand understanding of their value to the
community. Consistent, fair implementation
of the historic area development rules are also
critical tools. Every business is not necessarily
compatible with historic neighborhoods. When
such a conflict occurs, the City’s economic
development arm can work with such
businesses to find suitable alternative locations.
6. What is your number one priority if you
were to be elected? Advocating for Downtown
development? Focusing on increasing tourism?
Balancing the budget? What is Goal #1?
Goal number one is getting our fiscal house
in order. Until that is done, resources for any
other meaningful effort do not exist. Reaching
a permanent solution to our pension problems
is the most important part of that effort and I
will immediately address that right after taking
office. Downtown redevelopment and active

promotion of our city for business expansion
and job growth are also right up at the top.
These are vital in our efforts to generate the
resources necessary to build a great city.
7. Where does public education rank
among your list of priorities?
The state of our public education system is a
very high priority of mine and within the limits
of the Mayor’s authority, I will do everything
I can to help improve our school system.
Jacksonville is a tale of two systems. We have
three of the best high schools in the entire
country in our Duval County Public Schools
– Stanton, Paxon, and Douglas Anderson
– and the elementary and middle school
feeder system. We have many high quality
neighborhood schools throughout the city.
On the other hand we have some of the worst
performing schools in the state in northwest
Jacksonville. I, as Mayor, will use the power of
the bully pulpit of the office to champion and
promote what we do well and work closely
with the school board to improve areas where
we don’t. Do you feel that our current state
of affairs is improving? In some areas we are
improving and some not so much. Do you
support alternative measures and the continued
pursuit of charter schools for increasing school
choice for parents? I do support the continued
use of charter schools and school choice as
alternatives for parents whose children would
end up attending the worst performing schools.
8. What is your favorite aspect of
the City of Jacksonville?
Jacksonville is a collection of distinct
neighborhoods that can afford one any
conceivable lifestyle choice from 100
acres in the woods and small-town feel to
a high-rise downtown and everything in
between within the envelope of a growing
major metropolitan city. All this is within
30 minutes’ drive time from all parts of our
city. What do you enjoy most about our city?
Continued on page 14 >>>
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What I enjoy most is the ability to enjoy both
the wondrous natural beauty of our St. Johns
River and Atlantic Ocean as well as enjoy the
cultural vitality of our urban neighborhoods
without leaving home.

1. What is your
position on the
dredging of the St.
Johns River? Can
decision makers strike
a balance between
environmental
concerns and
job creation?
Our Administration
led the way on the
Alvin
Jacksonville Harbor
Brown, 52
Deepening Project,
which began its first
Education:
phase in June 2014.
Jacksonville University,
Though some people
MBA and
thought we couldn’t
Bachelor of Science
Occupation:
get congressional
Mayor of the City of
authorization for
Jacksonville
the deepening, we
worked together with
city, state, and federal
leaders to win approval. The project will
deepen the St. Johns from Dames Point to the
river entrance, allowing larger, modern cargo
ships to access our port. Our team has worked
with JAXPORT, the St. Johns Riverkeeper, the
Jax Chamber, and others on the Rodman Dam
plan to mitigate the potential environmental
impact of deepening the river. We are focused
on securing state action to authorize and
fund the breaching of the Rodman Dam. I will
continue to build off that momentum to bring
this important infrastructure project across
the finish line.
2. How would you approach the unfunded
liability in regard to the taxpayer funded police/
fire pension as it stands today? Furthermore, do
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you believe in closed door negotiations or open
meetings for transparency?
Our Administration has led in a bipartisan
manner on pension reform. The pension
agreement is a compromise that involves
shared sacrifice by current and future city
employees. Now, three of Jacksonville’s business
leaders — Matt Carlucci, Charlie Appleby, and
Bill Scheu — have proposed a funding solution
to the issue at hand. JEA recently voted to
approve this plan, which stipulates that both
the city and JEA would contribute $120 million,
along with $61 million from the Police and Fire
Pension Fund’s reserve accounts to pay down
the unfunded liability up front instead of over
ten years. This agreement and funding plan will
result in savings of well over one billion dollars
over the next 30 years and will not require
higher taxes or utility rates.
3. What impact can the Mayor have
on making neighborhoods safer?
Our Administration has worked tirelessly to
make Jacksonville neighborhoods safer for
kids and families. We have backed numerous
programs to support increasing police
presence, cleaning up our streets and unsafe
areas, keeping kids safe and productive after
school and during summers, and have focused
on felon re-entry. How would you work with
the new Sheriff to implement any programs
you may have? Our Administration has
already introduced and supported programs
like “Operation Ceasefire,” Rec N’ Roll JAX,
“Weekend of Hope,” Mayor's Mentors, a youth
sports initiative, faith community mentoring,
community empowerment days, the summer
jobs initiative, teen court, and neighborhood
accountability boards. Additionally, year after
year, I have increased the proposed budget for
the sheriff’s office. I plan to continue these
programs and this funding once re-elected.
4. Locally owned businesses are important
to sustaining positive growth and job
creation in Jacksonville. How will your
administration encourage and support

investment in the small business sector for
entrepreneurs and existing businesses?
My Administration’s top priority has always
been creating more jobs here in Jacksonville.
That means attracting new businesses and
making Jacksonville a more business friendly
city. Today, I’m incredibly proud we've added
36,000 new jobs in Jacksonville and our city
has been named the number one city to start a
new business. We know that shopping locally
has a ripple effect throughout the whole
city and that every dollar invested in small
businesses pays dividends throughout the
entire community. That’s why the success of
our local economy depends on the success of
our small businesses. Over the last four years
I’ve cut red tape, eliminated waste, and invested
in our workforce, infrastructure, and education
system, while increasing access to capital
to help small businesses thrive and provide
incentives for them to hire. I’ve also launched
several initiatives to support Jacksonville's
small businesses including, Operation HOPE,
Business Builder, Renew Jax, and more.
Thanks to these efforts and our small business
community, our hard work is paying off. We
need to keep Jacksonville number one and
that’s exactly what my Administration will do
over the next four years.
5. How can Jacksonville protect the fabric of
historic neighborhoods while also encouraging
new business development?
Renew Arlington is a model for encouraging
new business and expanding economic
opportunity, while preserving Jacksonville’s
historic neighborhoods. My Administration
will work closely with community partners
to ensure that development is responsible
and innovative. Through public-private
partnerships, we will create new business
and job opportunities, while building safer,
more vibrant communities. New business
development improves access, mobility, and
economic growth for these communities.
6. What is your number one priority if you
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were to be elected? Advocating for Downtown
development? Focusing on increasing tourism?
Balancing the budget? What is Goal #1?
My number one priority will continue to
be creating jobs and expanding economic
opportunity in Jacksonville. Since I became
mayor, our city has created 36,000 new jobs,
the unemployment rate has dropped from
over 11% to 5.2%, and Jacksonville was recently
named the number one city in America to
start a new business. My Administration
has worked with Republicans, Democrats,
and Independents to invest in Downtown
revitalization and infrastructure — investments
that have created jobs and improved the quality
of life in our city. I will continue to spread
the message nationally and internationally
that Jacksonville is open for business.
7. Where does public education rank among
your list of priorities? Do you feel that our
current state of affairs is improving? Do
you support alternative measures and the
continued pursuit of charter schools for
increasing school choice for parents?
Public education is one of my top priorities. I
made this clear by naming the first Education
Commissioner ever for the City of Jacksonville.
As the first in my family to go to college, I
sought to provide real opportunity for all kids
in Jacksonville to pursue a higher education
and employment by launching the Learn2Earn
Initiative and the Mayor’s Mentors program.
As our schools continue to improve, it is
critical to engage every part of the community
in building a stronger education system and
supporting our students.
8. What is your favorite aspect of
the City of Jacksonville? What do
you enjoy most about our city?
Jacksonville is a city that proves that anything
is possible when people work together. I said
I would bring Jacksonville together to create
good jobs, and I did. Our Administration has
Continued on page 15 >>>
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put our city first by working with Democrats,
Republicans, and Independents to move
Jacksonville forward. Over the next four years, I
will continue to bring people together to build
on all the success we’ve had over the last four
years. We can to make our city a world-class
city, where people want to live, work, and play.

1. What is your
position on the
dredging of the
St. Johns River?
Can decision
makers strike a
balance between
environmental
concerns and
job creation?
Lenny Curry, 44
The St. John’s River is
a great natural asset
Education:
for our community,
Bachelor of Science
and we must strike
degree in Accounting
from the University
a balance to protect
of Florida, additional
this treasure while
professional training
also making our port
in accountancy and
world-class. This
financial management
balance can be struck
Occupation:
with leadership. I will
CEO of ICX Group,
utilize relationships
accountant and
business management
with our Governor,
consultant
our State and Federal
representatives,
and the community as whole to get state and
federal money to fund the dredging and to
ensure our River is protected.
2. How would you approach the
unfunded liability in regard to the
taxpayer funded police/fire pension as
it stands today? Furthermore, do you
believe in closed door negotiations or
open meetings for transparency?
First, I absolutely believe that the people
should be front and center anytime their tax
dollars are being spent. So, I will demand open
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meetings and processes while we work to find
a REAL solution to the pension challenge. The
proposed solution from Alvin Brown requires
hundreds of millions of dollars in new debt
and takes money that is already committed
elsewhere. It’s not the best deal for taxpayers,
it’s the best deal for an election year gimmick.
I will start on Day 1 going back to a plan that
came from former Mayor Peyton. It could have
save us millions of dollars over the last three
years, years when Alvin Brown did nothing on
this vital issue.
3. What impact can the Mayor have
on making neighborhoods safer?
My first priority as Mayor is to restore the 147
police officers taken off the streets under Alvin
Brown’s budget. By making safe streets the
first priority we can have the right number of
police and programs that give communities
hope and opportunity like the Jacksonville
Journey. How would you work with the new
Sheriff to implement any programs you may
have? I will work side-by-side by the new
Sheriff to develop community policing
strategies at the neighborhood level. As your
next mayor I can and will make us safe again.
4. Locally owned businesses are important
to sustaining positive growth and job
creation in Jacksonville. How will your
administration encourage and support
investment in the small business sector for
entrepreneurs and existing businesses?
One of the best ways to fight crime and
improve neighborhoods is by helping people
find good jobs. Small businesses hire locally
and are the lifeblood of a city. Every day I
meet local business owners who tell me the
city government makes it harder for them
to start and grow their businesses. I will
streamline the process and get government
bureaucrats out of the way of progress and
job creation. I also believe recent spikes in
crime prevent some from investing in our
city, so increased public safety will help fuel
investment from the private sector.

5. How can Jacksonville protect the fabric of
historic neighborhoods while also encouraging
new business development?
One of Jacksonville’s greatest assets is that we
have diverse neighborhoods with individual
flair and flavor. If we link them to a vibrant
and growing downtown, we can create
growing pockets of business development
in every corner of the city. I will return
the Mayor’s Budget Review Committee
to an open, public meeting so the public
knows what is going on before the budget
is presented to the Council. I will have open
dialogue with neighborhood organizations,
CPACS, community groups and churches
to ensure the voices of all of our distinct
neighborhoods are heard.
6. What is your number one priority if you
were to be elected? Advocating for Downtown
development? Focusing on increasing tourism?
Balancing the budget? What is Goal #1?
Elected officials have no greater responsibility
than to ensure that we live in a safe city. My
first priority will always be to have police
and fire rescue operations that ensure our
community is a safe one. Unfortunately,
Alvin Brown has cut police budgets, taken 147
police officers off our streets and now we see
homicide and other violent crime on the rise.
We also need to back programs that bring
hope and opportunity to young people so that
they can recognize their value in our city.
7. Where does public education rank among
your list of priorities? Do you feel that our
current state of affairs is improving? Do
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you support alternative measures and the
continued pursuit of charter schools for
increasing school choice for parents?
My wife Molly and I are raising our three
kids in this great city. Our son and daughters
attend our local public school. So I recognize
that their future and the future for all of
Jacksonville’s families is linked to a world-class
education. That starts with our kids being safe
getting to school. Once they’re there, they
must feel that they can be successful and be
encouraged to do so. I will work with parents,
teachers, and the school board to make this
happen. We need to respect that each family
knows what is best for their kids. I support
continued expansion of STEM programs, and
alignment of our school districts programs
with our economic development initiatives so
that our children can find great jobs here at
home when they graduate.
8. What is your favorite aspect of
the City of Jacksonville? What do
you enjoy most about our city?
The people and the diversity of our
neighborhoods. This campaign has reignited
my passion for the people of this city. Our
people are our greatest asset and the key to
regaining our greatness. Their passion for
where they live helps create a distinct charm
and flair. Jacksonville is ready to explode with
new, great ideas, but we need the support of
a mayor who is more willing to get behind a
shovel, than in front of a camera. I will make
certain this city’s people have a leader they
can count on.

Next month we want to share your thoughts; send your oneline opinion of the most pressing issue that you think should be
addressed by the new mayor and City Council representatives.
Email to editor@residentnews.net by March 15.

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE 16

MARCH 2015

Bishop Kenny teen uses title for greater good
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Shannon Atkins’ desire to support the
fight against breast cancer was manifested before she won her crown. It was
the title, however – Miss Bishop Kenny
2014-2015 – that provided the platform
to promote a cause that was too near
for someone dear.
“My grandmother [Barbara Swindell]
was diagnosed with breast cancer late
summer 2013. She overcame her breast
cancer and finished her radiation/chemotherapy right before Christmas of that
year,” said Atkins, a San Marco resident.
“During her treatment I saw firsthand
how weak the drugs made her.”
Atkins also saw how detrimental this
disease was to the rest of the family, but

Two Jacksonville natives appeared on
ABC’s “Good Morning America” on Feb.
14 for a special occasion.

Bishop-Scardasis and her aunt Connie
Wagster, who surprised them by coming to see the proposal in person.
“It turned out awesome,” said Hamilton, who proposed at New York City’s
Bryant Park on the ice skating rink.
Hamilton responded to an online
contest entry that gave him 200 words
to explain why he wanted to be part
of GMA’s “Proposal Palooza.” In all, 25
couples were flown to New York City.
“I thought we were just going for a
Valentine’s Day getaway,” Bishop said.
“All us girls thought we were getting
an up-close private concert by (singer)
Christina Perri, and in the middle of
the song she stopped acting like the

sound was off and all the guys dropped
to one knee and proposed,” Bishop said.
“There was a lot of excitement on the
rink even in minus 1 degree weather!”
Hamilton and Bishop went to middle
school and high school together at Hendricks Methodist Day School and Bishop
Kenny High School, then went their separate ways to attend different colleges.
They reconnected after college and
began dating about four years ago. They
are planning a spring 2016 wedding.
It will be tough to top the proposal,
though.
“After it was over people started calling us from Jacksonville and it blew up
on Facebook,” Hamilton said.

fortunately Swindell had the support
system and the means to overcome her
diagnosis. “Some women are not so
fortunate,” she continued. “I knew that
I wanted to help this cause and when I
won Miss Bishop Kenny, it gave me the
title and notoriety I needed to be able
to do something like this.”

Choosing Donna
Atkins began her campaign for a cancer foundation by researching the organization she wanted to stand behind.
“After finding that Donna Deegan
was a graduate from my high school, I
felt my supporting 26.2 with Donna was
meant to be,” she said.
Atkins learned how to set up a “Spirit
Night” at three venues to raise money.

Ellie Bishop and John Hamilton appeared
on ABC’s “Good Morning America.”

Local residents part of
live TV proposals

To ensure that the events would be successful, she focused on establishments
that her peer group already enjoyed.
“I asked friends to advertise the event
on social media, put flyers on cars in
our school parking lot, and be present
at the events with me. Many of my
friends gained service hours through

their aid in my events,” Atkins noted.
Atkins ultimately raised more than
$2,000 for The Donna Foundation and
attributes some of the success to her title.
“I was very fortunate to win the title
Miss Bishop Kenny and as a result I
gained a lot of attention,” she mused.
“But it all should be about more than
wearing lovely dresses, stage appearances and crowns (although that part
is really great). I wanted to leave something behind.”
The young woman, who plans to
attend Georgia Southern University next
fall, hopes that the next Miss Bishop Kenny will continue to use her notoriety and
offer something more to the community.
“Actually it is my hope that I can
inspire more young people to recognize
their ability to make a difference in
other people’s lives,” Atkins concluded.
“That was the best part of being Miss
Bishop Kenny.”

John Hamilton, who grew up in
Avondale, won a GMA contest for the
opportunity to propose to his girlfriend,
St. Nicholas native Ellie Bishop, on
live TV. She accepted, to the cheers of
onlookers, including Hamilton’s mother Cindy and Bishop’s mother Judie

Atkins chose to wear a shirt in support of Team Run
Donna for the sportswear segment of the Miss Senior
High School pageant.

Saturday
Special

ANY BURRITO
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Children’s Home Society says goodbye
Throughout Florida, women (and
their partners) trust the Children’s
Home Society to find safe, loving
adoptive families for their babies.
Seven years ago in 2008 Tramona
McClain was honored as the Social
Worker of the Year for 23 years as
the adoption social worker at CHS.
Through the years she placed hundreds of babies with loving families
– many of whom still stay in touch
with her. Last month McClain was
honored on the occasion of her retirement after 30 years with the agency.
“This agency has allowed me to
do what I have always enjoyed and
believed in for over half my life, and
I will be forever grateful to each
of you who have had some part in

making it happen,” said McClain. “I
may not know you by name or face,
but you are a part of a wonderful organization that I have called “home”
for many years, and that makes you
family. I hope and pray that you will
continue the admirable work that
has been the legacy of CHS for over
112 years – meeting the needs of
families and children with quality
services second to none.”

Heather Bailey in the rentable loft area.

San Marco retailer renting
loft area to local artists
S

an Marco clothing retailer Addy Blue
is offering its large, open loft for rent
to photographers, artists and groups
needing a meeting space.
Store owner Heather Bailey says the
store has already gotten interest from
artists and several groups to rent the
1,300-square-foot area they call “open
space for the creative mind.”
Other potential uses include small
dance or acting rehearsals, exhibits and
art or videography classes. A partitioned

dressing room area is also available.
“We’re leasing it by the hour for local
creative people in the area,” Bailey said.
The loft with wooden plank flooring
and shelves is available for $30 to $50
per hour during store hours, which are
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Friday,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and by appointment on Sunday.
Call Bailey at (904) 503-3884, email
her at loft@addyblue.com or visit Facebook and search “theloftaddyblue.”

Local investment
firm celebrates 10
years in area
Capital Dimensions Financial
Services first opened its door in the
Lakewood community 10 years ago
determined to help smaller investment clients become larger ones.
Through the economic downturn,
Hyers has steadily grown the business to become a local presence.
Credentialed as a Chartered Financial Consultant and a Chartered

Life Underwriter,
Hyers notes that
“if people pay
better attention to
the many financial
opportunities that
are around them
every day, they can
do better for themselves – by paying
off debt and building for the future
by keeping more of what they earn.”
Capital Dimensions, 2120 University Blvd. West, offers both commission-based and fee-based services,
and boasts of clients in 13 states.
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Local realtors sweep top awards

F

or the fifth
year in a
row, Berkshire
Hathaway
HomeServices
Florida Network
Realty achieved
double-digit
growth in closed
sales. In 2014, the company had its
busiest December in company history
with more than $82 million in closed
sales. New listings increased nearly
12 percent over the previous year.
Additionally, the company’s closed
sales of homes priced above $500,000
in 2014 increased by more than 32
percent over 2013 results. The company
outperformed the Northeast Florida
Multiple Listing Service (MLS), which
reported a 14.8 percent increase in 2014

FirstAtlantic
Bank in
Bulldog 100
FirstAtlantic
Bank, which has
an office in San Marco at 1325 Hendricks Ave., was recognized as the No.
33 fastest-growing business owned or
operated by a University of Georgia
graduate during the 2015 Bulldog 100
Celebration Feb. 7 at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis in downtown Atlanta.

closed sales priced above $500,000 over
the previous year and a 6.2 percent
increase in new listings in 2014.
The annual awards celebration
honored the company’s 2014 top
producers for their performance,
accomplishments and sales success.
The winner from the San Marco
offices was Anita Vining, top producer
for the San Marco/San Jose office
with more than $34 million in closed
sales. Vining will be honored with
her colleagues at the Top Producers
Awards Gala for more than 60 of the
company’s award-winning Realtors
at the Epping Forest Yacht Club.
Along with the Avondale/Ortega
office, the San Marco/San Jose
office swept Top Company awards
including Top Sales, Top Listings, Top
Production and Top Transactions.

FirstAtlantic Bank President & CEO
Mitchell W. Hunt, who is a 1981 UGA
alumnus stated, “I am honored to receive this recognition from the University of Georgia Alumni Association on
behalf of our employees. It’s a compliment to their hard work and dedication
to our organization.”
More than 450 nominations were received for the 2015 Bulldog 100. The class
includes companies of all sizes, providing services and products in a variety of
industries, including dentistry, law, IT, finance, consulting, retail, and pest control.

Ortega Computer Repair

Don't leave it up to luck to keep your computer running properly!
• Network set-up
• Computer clean-up
• Installation & consultation
• Small business & home

904.410.0127

4331 Longfellow St. 32210
Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com
www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com
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Baptist Health
appoints new AgeWell
Institute executive
director
Earl Evens was recently appointed
executive director of Baptist Health’s
AgeWell Institute, where he will lead
the continued development and expansion of the AgeWell Institute and
its signature program, The AgeWell
Center for Senior Health.
Evens has more than 20 years of
leadership experience in health care
and senior services in Pennsylvania, including serving as CEO of a
home health management services
organization and CEO of a faithbased network of 14 long-term care

providers that
served 8,000
seniors daily.
Baptist
Health’s
AgeWell
Institute was
launched in
2012 to respond to the
community’s need to enhance the quality of life for older adults.
AgeWell offers a comprehensive,
multidisciplinary approach that
looks at the entire person to help
seniors remain as independent as
possible. For more information, visit baptisthealth.jax/agewell or call
(904) 202-4243. Referrals (including
self-referrals) may be made online.

Baptist Health receives Women’s Choice Awards
Baptist Health hospitals are being
recognized nationally for exemplary care to women in a variety
of categories, including heart care,
obstetrics and patient safety.
“We’re pleased to be recognized for our commitment to
women and being the preferred
provider of comprehensive women’s health care at every stage of
life,” said Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh Greene.
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville, Baptist Heart Hospital
and Baptist Medical Center South
received the 2015 Women’s Choice
Award as America’s Best Hospitals
for Heart Care, signifying Baptist
Health’s commitment to meeting
the highest standards in heart care.
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville, Baptist Medical Center South
and Baptist Medical Center Beaches
also received the 2015 Women’s
Choice Award as an America’s Best

Hospitals for Obstetrics. Winners
represent hospitals that women can feel confident in choosing for their maternity needs.
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville, Baptist Medical Center
South, Baptist Heart Hospital and
Wolfson Children’s Hospital were
also honored by Women’s Choice
Award among the 2015 America’s
Best Hospitals for Patient Safety.
The Women’s Choice Award sets
the standard for helping women
make smarter choices for themselves and their families. The
company and its awards identify
the brands, products and services
that are most recommended and
trusted by women. The Women’s
Choice Award is the only evidence-based quality designation
that drives consumer and patient
appreciation through education,
empowerment and validation.

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30 • Saturday: 10:30 - 4:00

Buying or Selling Your Home Can Bee Exciting
Laura Wesson
Klement

Your Local
Realtor
305-331-6518

1983 San Marco Blvd.,
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Laura.wesson@bhhsfnr.com
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

904.435.3377

Love, love, love this area.
Blocks to King Street entertainment,
shops, restaurants and parks. Minutes
to Stockton Street, Five Points,
Riverside, Avondale, Downtown and
San Marco. Single story brick home
with hardwood floors throughout. Fully,
fenced yard with in-ground salt water
pool and separate hot tub. Secret
full bath and laundry in the one car
detached garage. Plenty of extra parking
on both sides of the driveway. Come
view this home and make it your own.

TheP

Craftsmen

Interior & Exterior Custom Painting

Expert Painters of Historical Homes

live urban. live riverside. live 220.
$99 Special Ends Soon!*

220RiversideApartments.com

Experience the lifestyle you
deserve. 220 Riverside offers
thoughtfully designed amenities
with everyday comfort in mind.
Treat yourself to the sparkling
saltwater pool, 220 lounge,
resident clubroom and fitness
studio where you can relax, enjoy
great conversation and connect
with your friends and neighbors.
A unique urban living experience
awaits you at 220 Riverside.

Embrace the
Lifestyle
220 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202

855.712.7847
220RiversideApartments.com
Call or Visit us TODAY!
*call office for details

*only 2 options pictured
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New symphony group appealing to young adults MOVERS&SHAKERS

U

pTempo, a new initiative for young
professionals, launched last month
with nearly 80 people in attendance,
including Jacksonville Music Director
Courtney Lewis and symphony
musicians. UpTempo represents the
cultural class of the next generation,
offering symphonic experiences to
fit the lifestyle of adults in their 20s
and 30s. An affordable membership
includes five concert experiences,
members-only get-togethers, and
specially-priced tickets for friends. For
information, log on to JaxSymphony.
org, like them at Facebook.com/
JaxSymphony, follow them on Twitter
@JaxSymphony or call (904) 354-5547.

Warren &
Company
expands
residential
division
Although primarily a Commercial
Real Estate Brokerage firm since
inception in 2004, Warren & Company
recently launched a Residential Real
Estate division, headed up by Lori
Warren-Burton. Warren-Burton was
a top producing residential agent in
the Chicago area for 20 years and has
relocated to Jacksonville. She can be
reached by phone or email: (815) 9226779 or lwarren@hq1.com.

Chappell Schools
named to Top 50 child
care organizations

Three promoted at ELM for high-profile projects
Ervin Lovett Miller, a San Marco firm,
promoted three associates to senior level positions in preparation for upcoming high-profile projects, including the
proposed “Healthy Town” development
on the Southbank. St. Nicholas resident
Chris Belyea, a registered architect,
along with Jeni Lassley, registered
architect with an LEED accreditation,
and Richard Lonergan, landscape
architect for nearly 30 years, will help
lead the day-to-day architectural and
landscape architectural design efforts
on several projects while mentoring
talent within ELM.
“After nearly 14 years in business, we
felt that it was necessary to revise the

Richard Lonergan, Jeni Lassley, Chris Belyea

structure of the firm to meet the needs
of our clients in order to continue
providing high-quality design services
for their many diverse projects. Richard, Jeni and Chris demonstrate the
leadership characteristics and technical
skills that our firm would like to foster
throughout our design team with these
enhanced mentorship opportunities,”
said ELM principal Tim Miller.

Chappell Child
Care Centers was
named to the
Child Care Exchange “Top 50
For-Profit Child
Care Organizations” in North
America.
With eight
centers in Duval County,
Chappell has been providing
high-quality preschool education
to Jacksonville’s youngsters for
more than 55 years, and is a strategic partner with many major
Jacksonville corporations and
colleges.
CEO Nancy Dreicer stated
that the newest Chappell center, a Head Start center founded
in partnership with Lutheran
Services Florida (LSF), is part of
an expansion plan. “We hope to
open one new center every year
in Northeast Florida. Our expansion includes a plan to increase
our quality and add the latest
technology to our curriculum.
Chappell makes learning fun for
our children,” she said.

RE G I S T E R

I Am...Beautiful

Denise Wartan, Linda Cunningham, Betty Trad

Beautiful inside and out, models paraded fashions from
Linda Cunningham at a silent auction, luncheon and
fashion show to benefit the North Florida School of Special
Education. Heart of the Runway featured two models
from NFSSE, Megan Bell and Alexa Morici, as well as four
women modeling spring fashions from the Kings Avenue
boutique on Feb. 12.
The school, established in 1992, has an enrollment
of more than 100 students and post-graduates,
receiving academics, vocational training, job
coaching, enrichment studies and social
skills instruction. Adding “I am…beautiful”
to the attributes of the school’s students,
Bell and Morici, pretty as pictures in
spring fashions for girls, showed off their
finery like pros in the intimate setting
for
approximately 80 guests.
Adeline Scattergood, Vianne Refosco

Kristina Lu and Melanie Jensen, North Florida
School of Special Education director of
development

Alexa Morici and Megan Bell, models from North Florida
School of Special Education; back: Val White, Sonya
Rood, Cassie Outcalt, Tracy Collins

Debbie Revels, Erica Kelly, Jennie Ponder

Patti Joyce, Fran Hickinbotham

Jewish Center Hosts ‘Scotch & Sports’ Evening A Magical Evening for
The Jewish Family and Community Center hosted its fourth annual
Men’s Event in February. Called “Scotch & Sports,” the event at Deerwood
Country Club featured participants enjoying high-end scotch and handrolled cigars before hearing a presentation by guest speaker Mark Frisch of
the Jacksonville Armada FC.

JFCC event chair Sandy Zimmerman and
Jacksonville Armada FC owner Mark Frisch

Erin Brodsky, JFCS Executive Director
David Goldman, Alan Rosner and Philip Henrici
Colleen Rodriquez and Lanny Zimmerman

St. Vincent’s HealthCare
The Jacksonville Marriott—Southpoint played
host to “Do You Believe in Magic” for the 34th
annual Red Rose Ball. Patrons paid tribute
to Dave and Mary Pat Kulik, Honorary
Chairs, and thanked the many patrons and
sponsors that help guide the mission of
the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Foundation.
It was a night of dinner, dancing,
live and silent auctions, as well as an
amazing sleight of hand performance by
internationally acclaimed magician John
Railing. The event took place Feb. 13, on a
chilly night just before Valentine’s Day.

Dedicated to the extraordinary.
The exceptional. The unique.

Million Dollar Marketing For All Price Ranges

Manormor

Sotheby’s
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

5233 San Jose Boulevard, Jacksonville, FL 32207
904.731.9770
1300 Marsh Landing Parkway, Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250
904.285.7700
5548 First Coast Highway #101, Amelia Island, Florida 32034
904.277.6522

www.ManormorSir.com | www.SothebysRealty.com

OYSTER PERPETUAL
GMT-MASTER II

Scott and Caron Gutovitz

Lincoln Day Dinner Rallies the Party Faithful
Republicans of all stripes came out to
raise funds for the GOP in Duval County
as Texas Republican U.S. Senator Ted
Cruz headlined the evening’s festivities.
Rallying the party base, Cruz outlined the
strengths of the party and quoted Ronald
Reagan, pointing to the infamous phrase of
painting in “bold colors, not soft pastels”when summoning the crowd to change the
course for the country. As leadership of the
Republican Party of Duval County urged
the importance of support for the Mayoral,
Sheriff and Council races, the message was
clear– participation and traditional GOP
values of the party will ultimately trump
partisan politics. The event took place Feb.
20 at the Hyatt Regency Riverfront Hotel.

Ron and Nancy Salem with Vicki and John Higbee

Anne McKenzie, Anna McCanley, Jeni Spinney, Paul and Cecy Fazio

(Back row) Brian Schmitt, Michael David Paulk, Kristina Argo, Michael McGowan
and Matthew McGowan (in front, l to r) Thomas Sparrow, Ann Marie McGowan
and Maria Sprague

Dick and Marcia Morales

Jim and Kathy Hamilton

Farley and Athena
Grainger, Honorary
Chair Mary Pat
Kulik, Jane and Joe
Thomasino, Steve
and Sandy Ramsey

Ben and Paige Haikimian

rolex oyster perpetual
and gmt-master ii are trademarks.

Meg Folds with Deborah Moore

Final Forum
Speakers Share
Thoughts on
National Security

Guests attending the final installment of the
Florida Forum 2014-2015 season, produced
by The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital and presented by Landstar, were treated
to an ‘inside the beltway’ talk from experts on
the hot topics of national and cybersecurity. The
former USCYBERCOM Commander and NSA
Director Gen. Keith B. Alexander and former
FBI Director Robert S. Mueller, III shared timely
perspectives from their tenures, including
Mueller’s swearing-in just one week prior to 9/11
and Alexander’s time as lead security officer
during the Snowden incident.
The final event of
the series took
place Feb. 10, the
reception was
held at the Omni
Hotel
Downtown.

Delores Pass
Kessler, Deborah
Pass Durham, Kerry
Slattery, Cindy Sadler
and Karen Wolfson

Voyne and Sue Stepp

Incoming Women’s Board Co-Chairs for
the 2015-16 season are Julie Howard and
Roxanne Andrade

BUSINESS PROFILE

Investors Find High Yields In Jacksonville Real Estate
Local Properties Provide Attractive Passive Returns to Local Investors

Typical financial investments are at their
most fundamental a lot like playing on a sports
teams – you win some and you lose some.
Stock, bonds, money market
accounts can prove to be big
winners, providing
solid returns if the right
economic conditions are
in place. In this economic
climate, the winners are
fewer and further between and
returns on many are minimalat best.
But one investment that is a time
proven winner – and one that leaves
everyone who purchases it with a
tangible investment they can feel and
touch is real estate.
Chris Funk and Carter Funk both live
here in Jacksonville and are an example
of local investors taking advantage of the
emerging REO to Rental investment strategy.
Most everyone has heard of the large funds
and REITs that have come to the market but
according to the Funk’s you don’t have to be a
billion dollar fund to achieve great investment
returns in REO to Rental investments. In fact,
sometimes being too big is a problem for large
funds because they can’t be as selective in
what they purchase.
REO to Rental is an investment strategy
that has emerged over the last 6 years in order
for investors to capitalize on the discounted
prices resulting from the financial collapse
caused by the overwhelming amount of
foreclosed properties coming to market
throughout the country, more importantly—
here in Jacksonville. When asked how the

process works, Chris Funk said “Our Fund
(First Coast Residential Income Fund)
purchases distressed properties, typically
the properties are recently foreclosed. Our
proprietary underwriting process enables us
to pinpoint properties that have the highest
likelihood of producing superior yields for our
investors. Once the properties are purchased,
they are renovated and ultimately rented.
After the properties are rented they are held
for the cash flow they produce or sold to other
large institutional investors.”
Beginning in 2010 the Funks began
acquiring these distressed properties for their
own rental portfolio. After a year of purchasing
and renovating properties, the Funks had a
small portfolio of around 25 houses and they
quickly realized that to grow the business
further they were going to need capital
from outside sources. In the beginning, that
additional capital came from friends and family
until the small Jacksonville operation caught
the attention of a private equity fund out of
Greenwich, CT, followed by another in San
Francisco. With the large injection of outside
capital, the Funks went from acquiring 25 to 50
houses a year to acquiring that many properties
every month.
In 2014 they then decided to sponsor and
manage a new fund based in Jacksonville,
funded by local investors with the goal of
keeping the profits here at home – thus the
birth of the First Coast Residential Income
Fund. Because of SEC regulations, the Fund,
which is now closed to new subscribers, was
only able to offer shares to accredited investors.
“Our investors are great people, very down
to earth folks looking to make solid double

digit returns on their money while improving
local neighborhoods. It’s also appealing
that they can go drive by their investment
properties. Our investors are able to invest
whatever makes them feel comfortable, for
some people that’s $50,000 and for others its
$500,000 - that’s really the neat part about it,”
said Funk.
The average property in the Fund is 1,300
square feet with 3 bedrooms and rents between
$800 and $1,000 per month.
Over the past five years the Funks have
deployed $30 million in private equity in
Duval County and acquired more than 800
homes. Funk believes the demand for this
kind of single-family residential rental product
will continue to grow locally, matching a
national trend toward renting homes. He
plans to continue acquiring properties for as
long as the supply of foreclosed properties
continues at prices that offer the opportunity
for attractive yields. “I am pretty conservative
by nature, I like the fact that we are getting well
above average yields with very limited risk. If
you own real estate, you own a tangible asset.
It’s not like a tech company were you can lose
it all; with real estate you own an asset with
intrinsic value typically well above our cost of
purchase,” Funk said.
“Buying the properties unleveraged makes
the investment even less risky than other
investments. That low risk-high return
capability is what keeps our original investors
sticking around and new ones continuing to
come on board.”
Chris Funk can be reached at
904-814-7428 or you can write
cfunk@suncoastpropertymanage.com
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elling
the
hare
ion’s
with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Dee Benson
RealtoR®

904-708-3173

deebenson214@gmail.com

961 Holly Lane – One of the most
special homes and sought after
locations in San Marco in proximity
to the St. Johns River, San Marco
Square, and pristine parks is now
offered for the very first time. The
1950 Midcentury home speaks
volumes of this original owner’s
concept of a timeless floor plan built
from select quality materials and
truly represents the words, “they
certainly don’t make them like this
any more’’. $649,900

Karen Zambetti
RealtoR®

904-537-4744

zambettisellsjax@gmail.com

9142 Craven Road –
Convenient to schools, and
shops. This spacious, freshly
painted and decorated two story
home has approximately 2,362
square feet, with 3 bedrooms,
2 baths and a BONUS room
upstairs. Fenced backyard.
Granite kitchen counters, 4 year
old HVAC, gas f/p, plantation
blinds, hardwood floors, and
storage everywhere. 2.5 car
garage. $239,900

2753 Forest Circle – One of
12227 Ambrosia Court – This
the most unique properties in
custom home features so many
Jacksonville. Over 200’ on the
professional decorative aspects and
St. Johns River, this almost 5,600
it is MOVE IN READY. 5 bedrooms
square foot home offers gorgeous
PLUS BONUS ROOM with formal
views of the prettiest parts of our
living and dining rooms and a
Karen Zambetti great river. 5 bedrooms and 5
Karen Zambetti light-filled family room overlooking
RealtoR®
RealtoR®
baths. Riverfront views from many
the fenced backyard backing up
904-537-4744 rooms, gourmet kitchen with
904-537-4744 to a preserve. Family room has
zambettisellsjax@gmail.com
Dacor, Bosch, SubZero appliances, zambettisellsjax@gmail.com in-ceiling surround sound, large
granite, Brazilian cherry hdwd,
windows facing porch, pond and
stunning pool, boat house with
wetlands. Large owner’s suite with
boat lifts, newer 835 sq ft family
tray ceiling and sitting area with bay
room addition $2,299,000
windows. $493,000
904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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trY thai

the art of thai Yoga massage
therapy is practiced at soma
massage & Wellness, along with
other forms of massage, and
is part of an ancient system of
body work that incorporates
meditation, Yogic postures and
dietary practices to address
overall health of individuals.

Sales Rep KL_

Unlimited Jazzercise
find a Class near yoU
JazzerCise.CoM | (800)fit-is-it
Jazzercise Westside facebook

• Thai Yoga Massage Therapy • Swedish
Massage Therapy • Yoga Classes
• Workshop, classes & Events

Expires: 3/31/15 • May not be duplicated.
Valid at: any of our 8 locations

Let it
Go!

If I look good,
I feel good,
So it’s actually
healthy.

Luxury Designer Consignment
CLOTHING

•

SHOES

•

ACCESSORIES

(904) 396-2249 • 1990 San Marco Blvd.

shop online @ www.thesnob.biz
© 2014

75 minute intro to thai Yoga
massage therapY for

$55

( normallY a $75.00 value )
refer a friend get $10.00 off
a second session
Limit 1 per person. Offer expires March 31, 2015
May not be combined with other offers.
Visit our web site for details
wwwsomamassageandwellness.net
Or call Patti for details at 904-699-7571

30 Days of Unlimited Yoga for $30*
Renew your mind, body and spirit at OM Yoga
Lounge. Located in the Shoppes of Historic
Avondale, OM Yoga Lounge offers a variety of
yoga classes in a tranquil setting for yogis of
all levels. With a highly trained, enthusiastic
staff, new Dollamur Yoga Flooring, and a cozy
comfortable space, you are sure to drop the
stress of your day on your yoga mat. Check out
our website at www.om-yogalounge.com for
a class that is just right for you. Mention this
advertisement when you stop in and receive 30
days of unlimited yoga class for $30!

*New students only

3653 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 616-6106
www.om-yogalounge.com

10 ideas to free yourself from guilt, clutter, stress & body hang ups.
“Stress is a horrible thing,” said Dr. Simone Nader, at certified cardiologist at Baptist Health. “If you look at all the
psychosocial aspects (that cause stress) work, finances, home life events…and if you look at the data you will see there is a
two-fold chance of heart attack.”
Stress is not something to be taken lightly. That’s why The Resident is encouraging readers to relax and unwind and shrug off
the little things.

Bury your troubles by digging in the dirt…

Neatly DesigNeD

Find glory in gardening
Flowering trees, rose bushes and blooms galore

clearing the clutter from your home and from your life

4234 Herschel St.
904-389-0933
CHristiNe stoNe, Owner
904.536.9306
www.neatlydesigned.com

A POSITIVE APPROACH
TO PARENTING
Is your child’s behavior driving you crazy, adding stress to your
household, or causing problems at home or school? If so, let us
help. We are experienced Board Certified Behavior Analysts
and fellow parents. Check out our parent training events,
small group workshops, and individual consultative services
at www.ParentTraining.net or look us up on Facebook.

Parent Training Solutions • 904-329-4327
For more

Terry’s
Kitchen

Take the stress
out of what’s for
dinner tonight!

arts.com
sonmartial

n: www.wat

informatio

k Trial
e
e
W
o
$59 Tw EE Uniform
Synergy Studio has been relieving stress
FR
&

and improving lives since 2000, our
services include;

Let Terry’s Kitchen do
the cooking for you!
We offer sumptuous appetizers,
mouthwatering dinners and
decadent desserts, all great for
any occasion, even if the occasion
is just a Tuesday!

Fresh Frozen Dinners To Go!• TerrysToGo.com
4218 St. Johns Avenue • 388-1743

92

36-00

-6
• 904

Check synergyplatesPT.com for schedules and to
sign up or give us a call 387-9355 (WELL)

3576 St Johns Ave.Jacksonville FL 32205

MM10819

• Pilates- mind body fitness $10 Introductory
Classes monthly
• Massage- Hot Stone Massage 20% off
through the end of March
• Transformational Breath Therapy- see
transformationalbreath.com
• Free DoTerra Essential Oil Workshops monthly
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Downtown is hot
for nonprofits

Cathedral Arts Project
makes the move
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
While many area nonprofit organizations are eagerly anticipating a late
spring/early summer move into the
newly renovated Jessie Ball duPont
Center in downtown Jacksonville, one
nonprofit is already luxuriating in its
new digs on Laura Street.
The Cathedral Arts Project, which
formerly had office space off Salisbury
Road, made a move to the Elks
Building, 207 N. Laura St., in midJanuary, and is the only nonprofit in
residence there. Although CAP did
consider the duPont Center, the Elks
Building tugged at the heart.
“When this opportunity came along
for us, we just couldn’t pass it up. As
soon as we toured the space in the Elks
Building, with its views of Laura Street

The Elks Building is now home to The Cathedral Arts Project, which moved in earlier this year.

from the gorgeous balcony and its
proximity to Hemming Park, I knew we
had found our permanent home,” said
the Rev. Kimberly Hyatt, CAP president
and CEO. “This move puts us right in
the heart of the city’s cultural center,
which will allow us to facilitate the
meetings and serendipitous encounters
that can move us all closer to our shared
vision for every child in our community
to have access to an arts-rich education.”
Hyatt noted that the square

mary airheart
a private salon

Mini peel and
makeup lesson

footage of the new office space –
approximately 7,800 square feet – is
more than double the size of the
Cathedral Arts Project’s previous
office, with space for administrative
offices, faculty meeting space, a large
conference room and two galleries.
“One gallery will feature student
artwork, and one will display artwork
from Jacksonville-based artists on a
rotating basis,” said Hyatt. “Our new
office space will lend itself beautifully

$85

15% off

904-434-9664 •

to community events. We anticipate
that our gallery spaces will become a
venue for events such as the monthly
Downtown Jacksonville Art Walk, and
the balcony will be a perfect backdrop
for performances.”
By showcasing art in all its forms,
both from its students as well as the
arts community, Hyatt hopes their
offices will become an extension of
Downtown’s existing network of
cultural venues.

Mini peel, makeup
lesson and blowout

$110

retail purchases at appointment

• 1450 FLAGLER AVE, #14 •

maryairheartsalon@gmail.com
Resident__Cunningham3.15:Cunninham
Ad 1/24/04 2/26/15 12:40 PM Page 1

By Appointment Only

DEBORAH
GRIVAS
DESIGNS
JEWELRY
TRUNK SHOW
MON., MAR. 9–
SAT., MAR. 14

Two Brothers, One Great Idea

Serve the community the best organic and all-natural produce and products
with integrity, honesty and outstanding customer service!

Hours of Operation:
Monday–Saturday: 9 am–8 pm
Sunday: 12–5 pm
2007 Park St. • Jacksonville, FL 32204

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive

Serving the community since 2006

(904) 384-4474
TheGrassrootsMarket.com
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Former library charging toward June grand opening
Staff of Jessie Ball duPont Center may move in next month
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
There’s an excitement in Mary Kress
Littlepage’s voice as she talks about
renovations that will turn the iconic
Haydon Burns Library into a philanthropic and nonprofit collective named
the Jessie Ball duPont Center.
“It’s going to be great,” said Littlepage, spokesperson for the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund. “We remain on schedule.”
As those who follow nonprofit activities in Jacksonville know, the Fund purchased the 50-year-old library building
in 2013 for $3 million and began a $20
million renovation project a year later.
A grand opening of the
80,000-square-foot building, which has
been vacant since 2005, is tentatively
scheduled for June.
Littlepage said in mid-February the
renovations should be done in April –
the same month the Fund staff plans to
move in – assuming final city inspections find no issues and occupancy
permits are issued.
Designed by famed architect Taylor
Hardwick, the building remains in good
shape overall, she said. “Of course we
had to replace the wiring and plumbing
but you would expect that of a building
this age,” she said.
“You expect a lot of surprises when
you start a project like this but we only
found one major problem and it’s been

dealt with,” Littlepage said. “We’re really past that stage now.”
Many have commented on the building’s unique “fins” that extrude outward
but those structures actually contribute
to its overall stability and provide sun
and wind protection. “If there is a Cat 5
[hurricane] you want to be in the Haydon Burns Library,” Littlepage said. “It
is built like a tank!”
One of the most time-consuming
parts of the renovation project was
installing unique communications capabilities, which Littlepage describes as
Internet access that is “extremely fast,
reliable and redundant.”
“This will be the most technologically advanced building in downtown
Jacksonville,” Littlepage said. “We are
working with some remarkable partners
to make that happen.”
Without providing specifics of specialized software being installed, Littlepage
said the challenge was being able to
provide computer security and maintain
“high privacy thresholds.” She noted each
nonprofit must protect its sensitive donor information, while at the same time
be able to use computers in shared spaces, such as conference or board rooms.
She noted the building’s conference
center will be available for the public
to rent but located in a building full of
privacy-sensitive nonprofits.
“We wanted to build a space where
people could live in the community but

keep their own identity,” she said. “The
challenge was providing common space
while providing connection to private
intranet.”
Capable of holding up to 20 nonprofits, the building’s second floor is
fully leased and one tenant is already
signed for downstairs, she said. About
six nonprofits will begin moving into the
building in June, with about six more following over the next several months as
leases on their current locations expire.
Nonprofits sharing space is not new
in the United States; all of them are
looking for opportunities to collaborate
and share costs so they can put more
money into their programs, she said.
More than 250 people will work in the
building when it’s fully occupied.
The Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida’s CEO Rena Coughlin is one
of those very excited about moving
Downtown. In comments to those
attending her organization’s annual
awards banquet at Friday Musicale,
Coughlin announced next year’s annual awards would be held at the Jessie
Ball duPont Center.
Calling the center’s opening a “new
opportunity,” Coughlin said the opening is “on the country’s radar and a
huge symbol of success.”
“It isn’t just about the tenants. The
Jessie Ball duPont Center is offering a
place for nonprofits to thrive and collaborate,” she said.

thinkgreen

MARCH 2015

Nonprofit Center
lauds five programs
Five nonprofits making substantial contributions to Jacksonville’s quality of life in
key areas are the recipients of the Nonprofit
Center of Northeast Florida’s 2015 Local
Focus Lasting Impact Awards.
The name of the award is followed by
the recipient’s name:
Change Agent: Women’s Center of Jacksonville – For working to find funding and other
collaborative partners in order to maintain
the Sexual Assault Forensic Exam project,
which services adult victims in three counties.
Collective Power: Operation New Hope –
For creating a program to reduce generational recidivism rates in children of
incarcerated and ex-offender parents.
Cross Sector Collaboration: I.M. Sulzbacher
Center – For its Chronically Homeless Offender Project to address ways to stop repeated
arrests of chronically homeless persons.
Grassroots: Learn to Read – For its continuing efforts to remain open after losing its
key funding sources and rebounding to the
point where it has served more than 400
adults with learning to read in 2013.
Innovative Thinking: Jacksonville Humane
Society – For its No Kill Duval Partnership,
which Animal Care & Protective Services and
First Coast No More Homeless Pets to find
homes for 90 percent of shelter animals.

We Specialize in Special Occasion
Custom Cakes

SAVE M NEY!

including baby and bridal showers, birthday,
anniversary, and of course, Wedding cakes.
Call or come in to place an order
or schedule a Wedding consultation.

ST PATRICK’S DAY
TUESDAY, MARCH 17

FIRST MONTH FREE

• Butter Sugar Shamrock Cookies
• Irish Soda Bread
• Bailey’s Irish Cream Cupcakes
Open Hours: 6:30am–5:30pm Mon–Fri,
7:00–5:00 Sat • Cafe Tues–Sat 7:00am–2:00pm

1012 S. Edgewood Ave. • (904) 389-8054
www.edgewoodbakery.com

$25 OFF

Get $25 OFF your service
call any weekday in March.

Clip this coupon and
schedule your appointment.
Saving money has never been
this easy! Call us today.
Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc.
904-384-5661

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of ﬁxtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expiries 3-31-15.
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Passover Seder
Friday, April 3
at 6:00 p.m. at Temple

Here at Temple, we welcome all who enter our doors:
Jews by birth, Jews by choice, interfaith families
and friends of all faiths.

Child-friendly and vegetarian menu options
will be available.
RSVP 904-733-7078 by April 1

CFCO 25597
STATE CERTIFIED PLUMING CONTRACTOR

904-384-5661

We’ll save you a seat at our table.
Let all who are hungry come and eat.
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Words like:
• Beautiful
• Durable
• Exceptional
• Sustainable
• Successful

Let
Pine Hall Pavers
speak volumes
about your home!
See your local Pine Hall Paver
distributor:

Ronald McDonald, Curt Cunkle, 2015 Board President, Diane Boyle, Executive Director, and Ryan Schwartz, Expansion Campaign Chair

Campus to be named in honor of local philanthropists
At the Jan. 29 groundbreaking of the
Ronald McDonald House expansion,
Ryan Schwartz, expansion campaign
chair, announced, “Herman and Mary
Virginia have made so many great gifts
to this organization that it is my great
privilege to announce that we are going
to name this the C. Herman and Mary
Virgina Terry Family Campus in honor
of their generosity.”
Schwartz noted that $10.4 million
has already come from 61 individuals,

families, foundations and corporations,
and the community will be asked to
complete the $16 million goal. “That’s
a pretty small number, so when you
think about what we can do when we
take this message out into the Jacksonville community of more than a million
wonderful and generous folks and great
businesses. There will be so many ways
to participate,” said Schwartz.
For those who wish to support the
project, pavers for the rooftop healing

2161 McCoy Creek Blvd. 32204

JAY

STAND
FOR

CASH

garden can be purchased and named
Building Material
in someone’s honor or memory. Full
pavers (2 ft. by 2 ft.) can be purchased
for $2,500; half pavers (2 ft. by 1 ft.) for
B R I C K • M A S O N RY
$1,000; and quarter pavers (1 ft. by 1
GY PSU M • R OO FING
ft.) for $500. Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Jacksonville has additional
opportunities for donations at all levels #530571
Decoration Size: 10.130"h x 13.500"w
as well as opportunities for volunteers to This
Art is 50% Actual Print Size
I.D. Type- SC
Rep.-79
Date-09/18/07
Artist-sc
support the House. To learn more about Spec # Product Cat. Bkgd. Color
I.D. Imprint Color
Placement Code
pms 186 red, pms 2728 blue
SB
RMHC of Jacksonville, visit www.rmhcjacksonville.org or call (904) 807-HOME.

904-355-6651
www.cashbuildingmaterial.com
LIGHT

March 24

"As Sheriff, I will have fewer political appointees in the office, more patrol officers
on the street, and at no more cost to taxpayers. I’ve been with the JSO for 22 years,
and I’ve worked with virtually every JSO unit. My broad experience has provided
a working knowledge of the challenges facing Jacksonville.” - Jay Farhat

farhatforsheriff.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Jay Farhat, Republican, for Jacksonville Sheriff

NEIGHBORHOODS

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

“Don’t buy the House, buy the Neighborhood.” Russian Proverb
Or, as we say in real estate Location, Location, Location

2014 Top Producer in the Avondale Office

Looking to Buy or Sell in your Neighborhood? I can Help

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Fifth grade girls meet First Lady
at White House

S.T.E.A.M. activities meet
local context and culture

8th grade testing bridges with Justin Weise.

3rd grade testing bridges with Alejandro Barbero.

Hendricks Day School fosters its students’ understanding of – and appreciation for – the local context and Jacksonville culture. Staff designs S.T.EA.M.
activities in which the students not
only learn curriculum content, but
which also familiarize them with the
city and state.
During February students had
great S.T.E.A.M. inspired lessons,
studying the locally caught Trigger
fish and dissecting it in the S.T.E.A.M.

Lab; simulating a Gyotaku (Japanese
printmaking process) to turn the
Trigger fish into a beautiful piece of art.
Students were introduced to the
principles of engineering behind
bridge design for Jacksonville’s eight
major bridges. They reinforced their
understanding of “push” and “pull”
as they explored how forces act on
different structures. In the final handson challenge, students planned, built,
and tested their own bridges.

Three San Jose Episcopal Day
School students and their chaperones got quite the surprise on Feb. 10
when they were greeted by First Lady
Michelle Obama and NBC News Correspondent Jenna Bush Hager while
on tour at the White House.
On the annual fifth grade tour
of Washington, D.C., the students
just happened to be touring during
the debut of a recent renovation of
the family dining room. Hannah
Sheppard, Caroline Skipper, Avery
Turner and their chaperones were
separated from the rest of their class
due to the stringent security process
for entering the White House.
Bush Hager was taping a segment for the Today Show in which
the First Lady detailed the historic
first modern renovation of a White
House room. The room blends the
old with the new, incorporating

Hannah Sheppard gets a warm hug from First Lady
Michelle Obama during a tour of the White House.

historic furnishings with modern
art pieces by Robert Rauschenberg,
Josef Albers and Anni Albers.
The students each received a
hug from the First Lady as they
exchanged pleasantries, and she
explained the reason for the momentous debut.
“It was the thrill of a lifetime!”
exclaimed Turner. “Nothing this
exciting has ever happened to me.
I am still in disbelief…I will never
forget my trip to DC!”

Farm animals,
honey bees,
sailboats and more
There’s nothing like a sunny day
in the middle of winter to lift the
spirits and give children a healthy
glow. Assumption Catholic School’s
annual Health Fair offered opportunities to swing a hula hoop, pet
a burro, a piglet or a chicken, taste
locally produced honey, sample
exotic fruits and vegetables, examine a miniature gator head, and
experience – on dry land – the
muscles needed to heel a sailboat.
Vendors included San Marco Bookstore, The St. Johns Riverkeeper,
Florida Yacht Club, and more.

Cara and Carsen Shivers

Your Neighborhood’s
Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant
San Marco
1959 San Marco Blvd. • 399-8815

2

$ 00 OFF Any PizzA
Expires 3/31/2015

Don’t trust your yard to just anyone...
Tomlinson Lawn has the experience needed
to not only get the job done, but do iT righT,
with 19 years in the business.

We make yards happy.
Tomlinson Lawn Maintenance

568-6220 • 465-0956

Lawn Service

Special Offer
Buy 3
Get 1

FREE

• 4 cuts in 1 month period •
• Requires Prepayment •
• Cannot be combined with other offers •
• Exp. 3/31/15 •

Free Estimates
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Bishop Kenny girls volleyball team honored

The Bishop Kenny high school girls’ volleyball team receives the trophy presented by the Army National Guard.

Bishop Kenny High School’s state
champion girls volleyball team received
an Army National Guard national ranking trophy during a winter sports pep
rally Jan. 30.
The Lady Crusaders finished No. 6 in
the country by MaxPreps, a high school
ranking website that ranks the nation’s
17,000 high school teams. Bishop Kenny
beat Merritt Island in the Class 5A state
championship to win their first state
title since 1999, finishing the season
with a 31-1 record.

“This is the best group of girls that
I’ve coached so it’s awesome that they
are getting honored,” said head coach
Suzanne Winkler. “This national
recognition is a great end to our season.”
Winkler also was named the 2014
NFHS Volleyball Coach of the Year and
the 2014 AVCA 5A Coach of the Year.
Members of the Bishop Kenny team
are seniors Nadine Williams, outside
hitter; Denvyr Tyler-Palmer, outside
hitter; Molly Burkhardt, setter, right side
hitter; Sophia Liguori, libero; Natalie

Chebi, setter, right side hitter; Erin
Hudson, middle blocker; Amanda Marr,
defensive specialist; and Rose Waggoner,
defensive specialist; juniors Ila Elstein,
middle blocker; Rachel Rukab, outside
hitter; Kaki Freel, defensive specialist,
Brenna Edwards, right side hitter; and
Nicole Najem, defensive specialist, and
sophomore Emily Hudson, middle
blocker, Suzi Airheart, defensive
specialist, Chelsea Forbes, outside hitter.

Landon student’s Reflections entry selected for state
Seven students at Julia Landon
College Preparatory School participated in the annual Reflections contest,
which includes entries in literature,
photography and visual arts. This year’s
theme was “The world would be a
better place if…” Shown with Principal
Sara Bravo are Andrew L., Abby W.,
Arick B., Kamren P., Emma S., Nikki K.,
Caroline R., and Talya Taylor, assistant principal. Caroline’s literature
entry received an Award of Excellence
at the county level and will go on to
participate in the state competition.

Linda
Strickland
REALTOR®

Bolles students
nominated
to test for Joe
Berg Society

San Jose resident Anderson Gronvold and San Marco
resident Annie Thanner are
among seven Bolles sophomores
nominated to test for the Joe
Berg Seminars of Jacksonville
series. The Joe Berg Seminars of
Jacksonville, a two-year academic experience, offers 12 seminars
annually between September
and May in each of the humanities and sciences.
Joe Berg scholars receive no
credit for participation in the
seminar program, but gain
stimulation and knowledge
beyond the scope of a high
school’s curriculum. Local
experts from a variety of
fields, which can range from
space exploration to medical
research, deliver presentations
to participating scholars.
If selected, these students
will have the opportunity to
participate in 27 to 36 hours
of college level lecture and
discussion. About 50 students
from approximately 15 public
and private Jacksonville high
schools are admitted into the
program each year. The Joe
Berg graduation ceremony
is held in the middle of the
students’ senior year.

www.janieboyd.com

904-881-4811

lindastrickland@comcast.net

Your San Marco
Resident and Realtor!

2803 Village Grove Drive
new pRice
$1,025,000

new pRice

Do you have an
unwanted vehicle?

WE BUY CARS
Over 1200 Fresh Cars NOW IN STOCK!
Need a Part? FIND IT HERE!
Check our Website for Current Inventory!
www.LKQPickYourPart.com

We take care of all the paperwork!
Pick up available. Licensed.

10950 Normandy Blvd.
(5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227
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San Jose Catholic Trojan Warriors
win bid to LEGO regional

DA student among
Braille competitors
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
A San Marco teenager who
attends Douglas Anderson School
of the Arts was among the Duval
County students participating in
the recent North Florida Regional
Braille Challenge in Jacksonville.
The competition attended by
16-year-old Delitza Castro was an excellent opportunity to test her Braille
reading and also plenty of fun, said
her mother, Valerie Rosario.
“What it did was allowed her to
compete with other students and for
all the students to be recognized for
their academic accomplishments,”
Rosario said. “This is really a good
booster for her morale.”
Rosario credits teacher Elaine
Pozin with encouraging Delitza, one
of three visually challenged students
at Douglas Anderson, to participate.
Delitza was born prematurely and
has only limited peripheral vision.
“Elaine Pozin is a jewel,” said
Rosario, explaining that Pozin also
translates sheet music for piano into
Braille in order for Delitza to play.
Making friends was also a nice
part of the event because it gives
them a support group. “She keeps in
touch with all the kids from Daytona and Miami that she has met in
the past. They get to know each other. It’s a small world,” Rosario said.
The Regional Braille Challenge
drew 65 students from Duval, Clay
and St. Johns counties in January to
the Jacksonville Downtown Library.
It began with a rally before students
moved into two 45-minute testing
sessions in both the morning and
afternoon. There was also a chance
for students and many parents to

More than 60 visually impaired and blind students
participated in the North Florida Regional Braille
Challenge. (Photos courtesy of City of Jacksonville)

visit with vendors selling a variety of
hardware and software programs to
assist the visually impaired.
The event, whose theme was “The
Wizarding World of Braille,” also
included crafts and activities such
as turning white canes into broomsticks and making magic wands.
There was also a sensory story time
told by library staff and a photo
booth with a motorcycle (simulating
Harry Potter and the Deadly Hallows.) The competition concluded
with a drum circle followed by an
awards ceremony.
Local competitors had a chance
to win prizes at the challenge in
reading comprehension, Braille
speed and accuracy, proofreading,
spelling and reading tactile charts
and graphs. The top 60 competitors
from the regional competitions are
selected for a national event at the
institute later this year.
This year Delitza competed in the
rookie category, Rosario stated. “I
hope she can go next year and move
up in her category,” she said.

The San Jose Catholic School Trojan Warriors, team 9280, won a bid to the First
Lego League Regional Tournament, competing against 23 other teams at UNF Arena
on Feb. 1. The Regional level tournaments comprise the top 25% of teams in the state
of Florida. The team members are, front: Jack Brophy, Grant Reidy; middle: MaryAlice Young, Alex Lari; back: Adam Dziergowski, Abby Osterman. They are coached
by Carla Chin and Patrick Madigan, teachers who co-sponsor the Science Fair.

San Jose Episcopal
students learn
about USA
It’s a tradition going back more than
two decades at San Jose Episcopal Day
School – parents and grandparents
becoming teachers as part of Art Day.
This year’s event was Art Day USA.
During a kickoff assembly students
learned about famed American
explorers Lewis and Clark, recited the
Pledge of Allegiance, sang “The Star
Spangled Banner” and saw the Naval
Honor Color Guard perform. Tony
Boselli, former Jacksonville Jaguars
player, was also a guest speaker.
After the assembly, the students
went to different classrooms to learn
about: making seed mosaics; do sports

WE’RE LUCKY
TO HAVE YOU
AS A CUSTOMER!

A student pins his quilt square to a large display that all
students had a chance to contribute to.

activities ranging from early basketball
that required removing the ball from
a crate 10 feet off the floor to learning
about NASCAR racing; panning for
gold; painting a large wooden cutout
of the Statue of Liberty; making quilts;
and building paper rocket ships.

www.TouchtonPlumbing.com
416 Ryan Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32254
State Cert. #CFC056489

CALL (904) 389-9299 | 24 HOUR SERVICE
A lunch menu built for the work week.
#SO-0584A

Boxed lunches

available for
DELIVERY
or PICK-UP

SAN MARCO SQUARE

904.398.3005

TAVERNASANMARCO.COM
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Fighting hunger one meal at a time
The Vestry and Community Service Council at The Episcopal School of
Jacksonville sponsored a Hunger Fight event on Feb. 11 during lunch periods. Students, faculty and staff packaged 10,000 nutritional rice and beans
meals (about 2,500 packages) to serve the more than 3,000 homeless in
Jacksonville. The event was a first for the ESJ campus, which hopes to make
this a tradition as part of ongoing acts of kindness and compassion. Hunger
Fight, a local nonprofit, has packaged nearly 850,000 in little more than two
years. The organization will sponsor Color Me Fed 5K Walk/Run on Sat.,
Mar. 28, 9 a.m. to noon from the YMCA, 221 Riverside Ave.

Bottom: Aunikah King, Natalie Pearson, Jessica Pentel, Rachel Dias, Leila Azari, Abigail Anderson; Top: Rawan Farah, Taylor
Menk, Cami Dade, Matt Tracy, Leah Ferlin, Emily Turnbach, Carly Stevens, Maddie Kulik, Grace Mathis, Macy Crouch, Taya
Edwards, Stephanie Block, Ariana Munoz, Brooke Comans. Photo by Seeking Smiles Photography

Girls soccer
adds another
win to Bolles
trophy shelf
Episcopal celebrated
National Signing Day
Twelve seniors, among them San Jose
resident Sean Halloran, committed to
play at the collegiate level next year,
and were celebrated with a special pep
rally on National Signing Day on Feb. 4.
Halloran will play tennis at Sewanee.

The Bolles girls soccer team rolled
to the program’s fifth state title with a
dominant 5-0 win over Delray Beach
American Heritage in the Class 2A
State Final in Melbourne on Feb. 5.
“Any time you win a state title it is
amazing,” said Matt Tracy, head coach.
“Getting to see the girls celebrate the
moment is especially rewarding.”
Rachel Dias ‘16 and Leah Ferlin ‘17

each scored two goals and Leila Azari
‘17 added another in the decisive
victory. Carly Stevens ‘15 preserved the
shutout at goalkeeper. The Bulldogs
avenged a 5-0 loss to the Stallions in
the 2012 state final. The state title is
the fourth of the 2014-15 school year
for Bolles, bringing the school’s state
championship total to 116 overall.
Coach Tracy added, “A lot of hard
work when into making this happen
and the girls played about as perfectly
as any team can play a game of soccer in
the biggest game of the year. This one
was really special because we got letters
from our previous state championship
team and in reading them, everyone
realized they were creating a memory
that would stay with them for the rest of
their lives. I think that made each one of
us cherish it just a little bit more.”
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Church display captures power of art to heal
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News
Lauri Brown knows the overwhelmingly positive impact creating art has
on students at Alden Road Exceptional
Student Center.
“It is very thrilling to show our students that their work can be recognized
and enjoyed by others,” said Brown, a
therapeutic visual arts teacher whose
students range from sixth grade to 22
years old. “This is our first year and we
really appreciate the opportunity.”
About 20 works of art by Brown’s
students are on display through March
18 in the Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church’s transitional gallery outside its
sanctuary. Also on display are works by
Women of Vision, a group of visually impaired artists who gather at the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens
each month, along with photographs
from Art with a Heart in Healthcare.
It is part of the San Marco church’s
annual show called “Art and Healing:
Visions of Hope and Transformation.”
Nancy Felton, chairman of the art
ministry team at the church, says the
congregation wants visitors to come
away with a new appreciation for art.
“The takeaway, we hope, is to give a
better understanding that the opportunity to create art is fundamental to
our humanity,” Felton said at the show’s
opening day reception. “We want to
show that art can give peace and health,

· Plant Natives
· Conserve Water
· Limit Fertilizer Use

The Art and Healing display will continue through March 18 at the church.

Left: Nancy Felton, left, is chairman of the
Hendricks Baptist Church art ministry team.
Right: Visitors check out works of art in the Hendricks
Avenue Baptist Church transitional gallery.

and we’re so grateful that the church has
an opportunity to display (the art).”
Christy Ponder, program director with
Art with a Heart in Healthcare, said she
welcomes the opportunity to tell the
public about the program. “It’s a program that a lot of people in Jacksonville
don’t know about,” Ponder said of the
Downtown-based non-profit.
Trained artists are hired to visit with
ill patients at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Ronald McDonald House of Jacksonville and Nemours Clinic and encourage

them to use art as a way to draw attention from their illness.
On display at the church are photographs taken by the patients last year of
people and objects in and around the
hospital. “It’s really amazing to hand
them a camera and to see what they
capture,” Ponder said.
The Art and Healing show is open
each Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to noon and
during office business hours Monday
through Friday, at 4001 Hendricks Ave.

Since 1991
• LICENSED
• BACKGROUND CHECKS

Learn how to be River Friendly

at stjohnsriverkeeper.org.

Spring Special

25

$

service
OFF Any
$100 & Up

3/31/15.

904-636-5755

www.annashousekeeping.com

BUSINESS PROFILE
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Grandparent Program Provides Crucial Assistance

atricia Amato loves her two grandchildren.
The spunky New York City native can see
herself taking them places in Jacksonville
to let them play with kids their age, making
friends and building relationships.
Unfortunately, she can’t. Lingering serious
health issues limit how much the 60-year-old
divorced grandmother can leave her Westside
apartment, even for basic tasks such as going to
the grocery store.
“I would love to take them places but the
weather dominates whether I can drive and when
I can see and can’t see,” Amato said in a strong
Bronx accent. “I have to go with the children for
food shopping because I can’t go on my own.
They help me.”
Caring for kids entering their teen years is
proving stressful, too; just preparing them for school
each day is a challenge, she admits. “You try having
small kids and have all my medical problems,” she
said. “I was like, ‘Help. SOS. I am stressed out!’”

904.807.1203
or info@AgingTrue.org
www.AgingTrue.org
Like us on Facebook.com/AgingTrue
and follow us on Twitter @AgingTrue

Program has available funds and resources
But Amato’s life – and the lives of her
grandson and granddaughter, ages 13 and
12, respectively – is improving thanks to a
grandparent support program offered by Aging
True Community Senior Services.
Relatives As Parents Program of Jacksonville
(RAPPJax), gives Amato, and about 20 other
grandparents, financial assistance for home
improvements, regular “wellness” checks via
telephone and a monthly support group where
the seniors can discuss “the struggles and
joys and challenges” of raising children, said
Sunshine Monk, Aging True Mental Wellness
Programs Manager.
Qualifying for the program is extremely easy,
Monk says. Any Duval County grandparent who is
60 or older and has custody of their grandchildren
is eligible. Potential participants should call
Monk at (904) 807-1203 and ask for an in-home
assessment by a program representative.
There are no income guidelines for the program
funded by the federal Older Americans Act.
“The program may not fix all your problems,”
said Monk, “but there’s some support in numbers
knowing you are not the only one out there facing
this kind of life situation. There is hope and help.”
Most in the program live in either Mandarin
or on the Westside; however, Monk says she’s
determined to tell other Northeast Florida seniors
caring for their grandchildren that this assistance
is available.
“The whole purpose of the program is in line
with Aging True’s efforts to support seniors in our
local area,” she said. “We are wanting to support the
grandparents who have custody of their grandkids.”
“It’s a struggle sometimes just going through
life, and these remarkable people are taking on
small children. It’s a huge undertaking for them

Patricia Amato and her two grandchildren
and we just want to be able to support them in any
way possible.”
Much of the financial assistance goes toward
home improvements, to create a safe environment
for the children. “One person didn’t have a
backdoor that locked so we put one on for them.
If they need durable medical equipment that
insurance won’t cover we can help with that as
well,” Monk said.
Plans are also in the works to fund a childcare
service that will allow the grandparents a much
needed break for one day a month, she said.
“We are looking for ways to add support and
we are also wanting to spread the word that the
service is there,” Monk said.

A part of the program Amato loves, is that it
pays for her grandchildren to attend a two-week
summer camp. “Aging True did all of the legwork
on that and sent the check to the daycare,” says the
Bronx, NY native who got custody of the children
over 10 years ago. “(The program) has helped me
so much.”
Aging True Community Senior Services,
a non-profit organization, operates more than
a dozen assistance programs, including Meals
on Wheels.
For more information on RAPPJax, go
online to www.coj.net/departments/childrenscommission/grands-rappjax.aspx or call
(904) 807-1203.

Join the Cummer Museum for a month-long celebration of
art in nature. Garden Month programs will include special
events, lectures, demonstrations, workshops, exhibitions,
and a Garden Concert.
For more information and reservations,
call Kim Pomar at 904.899.6038 or visit
cummermuseum.org

829 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Feeling Lucky?
You could be sitting
on a pile of cash!
Bring in your rare coins, loose diamonds
and other valuables and walk out with
CA$H in your pocket today!

WE PAY MORE!

We Buy and Sell Diamonds & Jewelry

gold & u.s. sIlver coIns
$ILVER DOLLARS - $20 & Up!
• 1878-1904 •

Buying All Silver Coins 1964 and older. Paying up to 2000%
of Face Value for Silver Dollars Extra Fine+,
Others Slightly Less

WANTED
All Currency!

If you’ve been gIven a gun and/or sword or dagger,
brIng them In and we’ll put cash In your pocket!
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You Gotta Have Heart

Mel and Debbie Gottlieb honored at
Tuxedos and Tennis Shoes Heart Ball
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News
The old song “Ya’ Gotta Have Heart
– Miles and Miles and Miles of Heart”
sums up the personality, mission and
personal journey of Jacksonville’s Martin “Mel” Gottlieb.
Gottlieb has heart in abundance. So
much that he and his wife of 45 years,
Debbie, are being honored by the American Heart Association at the Tuxedos
and Tennis Shoes Ball for their dedication to bringing awareness and establishing programs to promote good heart
health in the Jacksonville Community.
Kathryn Pitocchelli of St. Vincent’s
HeartSmart said, “After Mr. Gottlieb’s
second cardiovascular event he did a
lifestyle overhaul. When he saw the
transformation in his life and heart (literally), he started working to establish
a program based on the Dean Ornish
approach to heart health.”
Working with St. Vincent’s President
and CEO Moody Chisholm, dieticians,
nutritionists, and other health care
professionals, Gottlieb helped create
HeartSmart which was launched in
November of 2014. He has seen every
presentation, tasted every recipe, and
even piloted the program at his business. “The cartoon on the back of the
brochure says, ‘What fits your busy
schedule better, exercising one hour
a day or being dead 24 hours a day?’”
said Pitocchelli. “This sums up Mel’s
approach to good health and his wry
sense of humor.”

The wake-up call
The son of a butcher, Gottlieb was
“the steak expert. I had a barbeque
sandwich every day for lunch.” In 2004

Mel and Debbie Gottlieb

he was awakened in the middle of the
night with chest and jaw pain. His wife
Debbie, a nurse, realized that he was
having a heart attack. After surgery and
four bypasses he recovered but says
he didn’t change his lifestyle much. In
2009 the chest pains were back. His
doctor recommended Dr. Dean Ornish’s
book Reversing Heart Disease saying,
“It works but nobody ever does it.”
For a Type A, goal-oriented personality like Gottlieb, becoming healthy
became his passion and focus. “I can
understand how folks find it difficult to
change but I stopped eating meat right
then. We bought two copies of Ornish’s
book on the way home. Every time I’d
want something I asked myself how
could I explain to anyone I love and
who loves me that eating something
unhealthy is more important to me
than they are? Debbie didn’t want me to
die! So, we went to Dr. Ornish’s Wellspring Immersion program and spent
seven days learning how to shop, cook,

eat, exercise and control stress. Debbie
said even if you’ve just improved a little
bit at your next checkup – you are staying on this!” Gottlieb’s one year checkup showed a marked improvement.

A healthy workplace
Motivated by this turn around, he began implementing his lifestyle changes
to inspire others. Beside the St. Vincent’s HeartSmart program, he changed
the snack machines at his medical billing business to heart-healthy choices,
paid for gym memberships for his employees, built an on-site gym (which has
a trainer come in daily), offers yoga, a
life coach, smoking cessation and other
classes for his employees. He mentions
that when business associates ask him
what the return on his investment is,
he answers: “How do you measure? We
have folks who have lost weight – I’ve
lost 30 pounds – who go exercise when
they didn’t before. We’ve started a running club; we have built camaraderie.
We hope it’s changing someone’s life.”
The smiles and friendly greetings
from every one of his employees, the
cartoons on the board room table, the
calm, and casual yet totally professional
demeanor speak volumes about employee satisfaction and productivity.
Gottlieb said, “The people here are like
family. We have provided a good place
to work – that matters to me. We take
pride in taking the pain out of billing
for patients. When I started in 1978 in
the medical billing business we had
three employees – no salesmen and no
marketing people – we grew to 700 employees and then expanded to around
1,000. I retired in 1995 but took over
again in 2004.”
When asked what motivated him to
go into medical billing as a career he
said with a totally straight face, “Since I
was a little boy I wanted to go into the
medical billing business.” Then laughs
at this obvious “gotcha!”

A legacy of love
An hour with Gottlieb would do
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wonders for anyone’s blood pressure.
His kindness and shows through in all
he does. He spoke about how Debbie
inspires and supports his life changes;
she has been a vegetarian for 11 years, as
are their son and daughter. When asked
if their lifestyle inspired their children,
Debbie remarked laughingly that it was
probably the other way around.
Gottlieb radiates good humor, has
a welcoming and unhurried manner
and comments, “I’m so fortunate.”
His Memories of Love Foundation is a
“legacy of love” to his son Marty who
passed away in 2004.
Helen Werkin, executive director of
Memories of Love Foundation, explained that proceeds from the biathlon
provide families in which a parent is
struggling with a life threatening illness
an opportunity to travel to Disney
World as a get away from the stresses
of illness and build happy memories.
The organization sends around 15 to 20
families each month.
Gottlieb, trim and fit at age 68, has
embraced a vegetarian lifestyle, bicycles
a heart pumping 40 miles, sometimes
as much as four or five times a week.
Debbie said “That is not my thing but I
walk five miles a day and play tennis.”
The Heart Association asks, “What is
your WHY?” The Gottliebs’ “why” is their
health and their children, five grandchildren and one on the way. Mild mannered
Gottlieb stated, “I get really frustrated
and angry that coronary artery disease
kills the most people in this country and
is totally preventable and reversible.”
Ashley Plotts of the American Heart
Association said, “The Gottliebs are
an inspiration. They have had a huge
impact on the Jacksonville community
as a whole.”
Is it any wonder that the American
Heart Association will honor Debbie
and Mel at the Tuxedos and Tennis
Shoes Ball? Gottlieb said, “I can bring
attention to heart disease and help people that’s important.” Debbie joined in,
“We are very honored to be honored!”
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By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News
Mimi Kersun, an active 70-something
with a cherubic smile, has 50 years of
memories to share since she and her husband Mickey moved to San Jose in 1965
for him to open a McDonald’s restaurant.
The newlyweds settled briefly on
San Bernado Drive and soon bought
their Montclair Drive home in 1968
where they raised four children. In
1984 the Kersuns moved to Beauclerc,
but from 1985 until 2013, Kersun’s
true home-away-from-home was
her treasure chest of a boutique, the
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greatly missed Mimi’s of San Marco.
Mimi’s was a small European-style
shop on San Marco Square where
Taverna recently expanded. Café
Carmon, a local favorite which closed
in 2000, was Mimi’s bustling neighbor.
Diners often followed their decadent
desserts with a stop next door to
shop at Mimi’s. Donnelly Rembert,
former executive director of Hubbard
House, hospital executive and college
professor, was an eight-year employee
and friend of Kersun’s. She describes
the shop as one-of-a-kind and Kersun
as a businesswoman whose ideas were
far ahead of her time.
“I shopped at Mimi’s for years. After
my 2005 retirement I worked part-time
for her: the most enjoyable work ever.
We loved our customers. Everyone
learned so much from Mimi about
antiques and cooking. She brought a new
level of class and sophistication to San
Marco,” Rembert said. “...and after the
corner Pic-n-Save closed in the nineties,
Mimi’s was the only place to go to buy
something quickly. She stocked ordinary
kitchen items to help the neighborhood.
Mimi is completely unpretentious and
hysterically funny. She loves funny,
original gifts and thought displaying
costly antiques next to hand towels
imprinted with jokes was just more
interesting...shoppers loved it!”
The cooking classes for all ages and
guest chefs Kersun featured during
her first 20 years set her apart from
other retailers and established her as a
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culinary expert, newspaper columnist,
radio/television personality and
restaurant reviewer. She and Mickey
traveled to U.S. cities and abroad for
classes from famed chefs including
James Beard and Jacques Pepin, who
invited Kersun to assist him when he
taped his first PBS series in Jacksonville
in 1981. She’s a graduate of the Dieppe
Cooking School in France.
Kersun deeply appreciates those years
and people she met even more since
closing Mimi’s in February 2013. She
especially misses the two generations
of neighborhood children she watched
grow up, who often popped into her
shop for help selecting gifts for their
parents and the long-time customers
she helped shop for loved ones.
Kersun stayed open during
Christmas for last minute gifts and
has many memories, particularly
of the 1989 pre-Christmas snow in
Jacksonville. Mimi’s was one of the
few shops open. She remembers whole
families out walking, marveling at and
playing in the snow on the square. They
kept coming in to warm up and trade
stories of power outages or seeing snow
for the first time.
“Before I opened my shop and
cooking school in San Marco I taught
cooking classes and sold kitchen
items in a small house on Fleetwood
Road in Lakewood behind Lubi’s and
my husband’s office. When Mickey
relocated I decided to buy Judy Brown’s
antique rug and pine furniture shop
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in San Marco with the encouragement
of my friends, interior designers Ward
Lariscy and Rudy York,” Kersun said.
“I did things you never do in a retail
boutique, actually just the opposite,
but it worked...I crammed beautiful
things everywhere. The front windows
were overflowing. If something made
me smile or laugh, I wanted it for my
customers. I unpacked containers right
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in front where everyone could see the
items and they loved it...it was like
Christmas,” she said.
Kersun offered daytime and evening
cooking classes that felt like friends
gathering to relax, cook and enjoy
dinner together. She specialized in
Asian cooking (her favorite), and taught
every ethnic style including French
cooking, desserts, anything with

Mimi Kersun’s
letter from
Jacques Pepin’s
managing director
regarding the
chef’s invitation for
her assistance with
his PBS show in 1981.
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chocolate and couples classes taught
by she and Mickey. Kersun invited
guest chefs, caterers and county home
extension instructors who added even
more to her cooking school.
Kersun’s daughter Allison, now living
in Atlanta, often helped at Mimi’s.
Her son Michael ran a successful
flower shop a few doors down called
Everything Grows. Allison says they
often ran back and forth between the
two popular shops to help Michael.
Michael relocated to Chicago and Sam,
their son who lives in Lakewood, works
with his father. Their eldest daughter,
Michelle, is deceased.
The Kersuns enjoy a quieter life now
with family, friends and their Petit
Basset Gryphon dog, Frankie who’s
so adorable he’s usually the center of
attention. They cook or read together
and cultivate their vegetable, flower and
herb gardens. Mimi follows food and
fashion industry news, and watches all
the cooking shows. It makes her day
when she runs into former customer
friends, their children or grandchildren
who always say how much they miss
her. Mickey, a former NFL Philadelphia
Eagle prior to his marriage, sold his
McDonald’s restaurants and continues
to work at his Northside business,
Stylor’s, a private label and haircare
product company.
The key to their long happy 52-year
marriage, according to Mimi, has been
doing most things together, except food
preparation: there are two islands and
two sets of knives in the Kersun kitchen!

PAGE 37

Seniors recognized
for community
volunteer hours

Marion Kaurup and Carol Mele
are two of the nearly 100 seniors
who were feted at a special event
last month in recognition of the
hours donated to community services. As volunteers with Seniors on
a Mission with the Lakewood team,
Kaurup and Mele enjoyed a concert,
Pops in Love, at the Times-Union
Center for Performing Arts, after a
short recognition ceremony. Teams
from Baymeadows, the Beaches,
Fruit Cove, Lakewood, Murray Hill,
Orange Park, Ortega and Regency
received gift baskets courtesy of
Peterbrooke Chocolates.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Garden Month at The Cummer

Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens, 829 Riverside Ave.
Special events, lectures, demonstrations,
workshops, exhibitions, concert. For
more information, call (904) 8996038 or visit cummermuseum.org

Men’s Garden Club

32nd Annual BBQ & Western

Sat., Mar. 28, 5 p.m., 17255 Normandy Blvd.
Presented by Miller Electric and WW Gay
Mechanical Contractors, the event benefits
Vision is Priceless. Homecooked BBQ,
silent and live auctions, live entertainment.
Tickets $35. Call (904) 308-2020 or visit
www.visionispriceless.org/western.

Mon., Mar. 2, 7 p.m., Garden Club of
Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave.
Carré Saunders, University of Florida on “Men’s
Garden Club of Jacksonville 4-H Endowment”
and Andy Toelle, Duval County 4-H agent on
“How the 4-H uses funding by the Men’s Garden
Club.” Open to the public. Contact Donn Elliott,
sweetwoodfarm@hotmail.com for details.

Under the Big Top

Book Sale and Family Fun Days

Sheriff ’s Round-Up Benefit

Fri., Mar. 6 through Sun., Mar. 8, times vary;
University Park Library, 3435 University Blvd. N.
Sponsored by Friends of Jacksonville Public
Library, sale includes $10 bag of books deal
as well as half price books. For information,
visit www.FJPL.org or call (904) 630-2304.

Daylight Saving Time Begins
– Sunday, Mar. 8

Remember to turn clocks forward one hour!

Music Festival & Silent Auction

Sun., Mar. 8, 6 p.m., Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd. W
Keitha Nelson to host performances by
area church musical groups and other local
musicians to benefit UCOM UrbanServ,
Inc. For more information, contact ucom.
jax@gmail.com or (904) 396-2401.

St. John’s River Dredging Town Hall Meeting
Mon., Mar. 9, 6-9 p.m., Adam W. Herbert
University Center, Bldg. 43, Room 1058, UNF
Forum on the proposal to dredge/deepen
the St. John’s River, moderated by Dr.
Georgette Dumont. Participants can
comment/ask questions about the proposal.
Free event; contact Catilin Dennis, (904)
620-2850 for more information.

He Said, She Said

Thurs., Mar. 12, 7 p.m., Marriott
Southpointe, 4670 Salisbury Rd.
The 8th Annual Alexandra and Mark Miller
Speaker Series presents Ellen and Paul Chute as
guest speakers for a relationship workshop. The
free event is part of the Jewish Healing Network
programming at Jewish Family & Community
Services. For details, contact Ilene Schinasi
at jschinasi@jfcsjax.org or (904) 394-5724.

Natural Life Music Festival

Sun., Mar. 15, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Metropolitan
Park, 1410 Gator Bowl Blvd.
Free annual music festival benefits
Children’s Home Society of Florida;
includes Crafternoon, Artisan Market,
Food Village. For details, visit www.
communityfirstnaturallifemusicfestival.com.

Duval Audubon Society

Mon., Mar. 16, 7:30 p.m., Swaim Memorial
United Methodist Church, 1620 Naldo Ave.
Speaker Dave Korlacki, The Plant
Man, on “If You Plant It, Birds Will
Come.” For more information, contact
Carolyn Antman at (904) 737-1019.

29th Annual Celebrity Chefs Tasting
Luncheon & Silent Auction

Sat., Mar. 28, time, Buck Student
Center, 4455 Atlantic Blvd.
A semi-formal evening gala featuring live
and silent auctions for The Episcopal School
of Jacksonville. Funds raised will be used to
support all areas of the school. Tickets, which
are limited, can be purchased at esj.ejoinme.org

Sat., Mar. 28, 6:30 p.m., Deerwood
Country Club, 10239 Golf Club Drive
A night of boots and bling honoring Sheriff John
Rutherford; a benefit for PAL (Police Athletic
League). For tickets, information or sponsorship
opportunities, contact Renee Naugton, (904)
503-9460 or email events@jaxpal.com

3rd Annual Mt. Acosta Classic
Endurance Race

Sun., Mar. 29, 3 p.m., Haskell, 111 Riverside
Run or bike as many loops of the Acosta
Bridge as possible to raise funds for the
Jaren Bynum Scholarship Fund for students
in the mentoring program at Julia Landon
College Preparatory. Family street fair
at start and finish of race. Register at
www.1stplacesports.com/mtacosta.html

New American
Songbook Concert

Sun., Mar. 29, 7:30
p.m., Terry Concert
Hall at Jacksonville
University
Free concert
performed by
Peter Michael
Mosely, featuring
all original works
including songs
for piano &
string quartet,
choral music and
instrumental pieces
for chamber and
large ensembles.

Tenebrae: Requiem for the Living

Fri., Apr. 3, 7 p.m., Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church, 4001 Hendricks Ave.
The Sanctuary Choir, accompanied
by a professional chamber ensemble
and Andy Clarke on the organ, will
perform Requiem for the Living.

Passover Seder

Fri., Apr. 3, 6 p.m., The Temple, Congregation
Ahavath Chesed, 8727 San Jose Blvd.
Child-friendly and vegetarian menu options
available. RSVP by April 1 to (904) 733-7078.

Passion Play

Fri., Apr. 3, 7 p.m.; Sat., Apr. 4, 2 p.m., Sun.,
Apr. 5, 6 p.m., First Baptist Church Jacksonville
Celebrate Easter at the Jacksonville Passion
Play, featuring Dove Award-winning artist
Sandi Patty; 400+ musicians and actors;
live animals; free parking and admission.
For details, visit fbcjax.com/passionplay

Pedal 4 Paws

Sat., Apr. 4, 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Unity Plaza, 220 Riverside Ave.
Bicycle ride through city’s historic districts,
arts festival and Easter Egg Hunt to
benefit First Coast No More Homeless
Pets. Register at www.fcnmhp.org

Relay For Life

Sat., Apr. 10, 6 p.m. to Sun., Apr. 11, 6 a.m.,
Wolfson High School, 7000 Powers Ave.
An American Cancer Society event. Visit www.
relayforlife.org/SanMarcoSanJoseFL or call
Tracey Calanog, Event Lead, at (904) 207-0825.

50th Anniversary of Landon Class of 1965
Sat., Apr. 18, 6:30 p.m., River
City Brewing Company
The last senior class to graduate before
Landon High School became a Junior High
School is planning a three-day reunion event,
including a Welcome Party at the Homewood
Suites/Hilton Garden Inn on Fri., Apr. 17. A
tour of Landon College Preparatory School
is planned. Contact landonclassof1965@
gmail.com or (904) 221-5044.

There are
many special
homes in San
Marco
to enjoy,
love where
you live.

Paradise
Awaits
Let us help you discover
your place of peace,
your next home...

Duval Audubon Society

Mon., Apr. 20, 7:30 p.m., Swaim Memorial
United Methodist Church, 1620 Naldo Ave.
Speaker Michael Brothers, Marine Science
Center, on “Pelagic Birds of Florida’s
Northeast Coast.” For more information,
contact Carolyn Antman at (904) 737-1019.

SPRING FASHION SHOW
SUNDAY MARCH 22nd
@ 2:00pm
All Boys & Girls
Are Welcome to Model
Infants thru size 16
Register at Willie’s by 3/19/15

Follow us on Facebook: Willies’s for Kids
Jacksonville’s
Dress Shop for Children
904-384-3664
3567 St. Johns Ave.

The Salvation Army
Women’s Auxiliary
present

29th Annual

Thurs., Mar. 19, 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., The Prime
Osborn Convention Center, 1000 Water St.
Presented by The Salvation Army Women’s
Auxiliary. Tickets $30; call (904) 301-4841
or visit www.salvationarmynefl.org

Color Me Fed 5K Walk/Run

Sat., Mar. 28, 9 a.m., YMCA, 221 Riverside Ave.
Lunch provided by Tijuana Flat. 100 percent
of proceeds stay local to help feed the
homeless. Register at hungerfight.org
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