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Bubbles of hope, 
prayers for Pierce

His “bubbles of hope” began earlier this 
year when the family celebrated Pierce’s 
first birthday on Jan. 22 – a birthday that 
preceded another surgery.

“Our second grandson, Pierce, was 
diagnosed with neuroblastoma cancer at 
the age of 4-1/2 months,” said Watson. 
Pierce was five months old when he 
had his first cancer surgery to remove a 
kidney, followed by chemotherapy. After 
surgery in February, he went through 
more chemotherapy and will have a bone 
marrow biopsy and scans this month.

“[While] blowing bubbles to entertain 
our grandson and his family on his first 
birthday¸ we were so glad to notice 
Pierce smiling bright, laughing out 
loud, and giggling greatly as he admired 

and popped some nice, big and pretty 
bubbles,” said his grandfather.

Watson shared that with Pierce’s 
frequent trips to the hospital, blowing 
bubbles has become a type of meditation 
or prayer for him. “I’ve since realized that 
bright, innocent and beautiful bubbles 
have much in common with my young 
grandson,” he said. “Seeing the bubbles 
float across the horizon, bounce off the 
river or rise to the heavens reminds me of 
lifting his spirits and fun times to come.”

It’s also a science project of sorts as 
Watson tests and refines bubble recipes to 
make the biggest soap bubbles possible 
for Pierce. He is often seen in local 
parks and passers-by stop to watch or 
comment. “Someone asked me if I had 

a ‘thing’ for bubbles,” he said. Rather, 
Watson has a ‘thing’ for making his 
grandson smile.

Watson’s son Alex is struggling to work 
since Pierce’s diagnosis 10 months ago. 
Alex and his wife Kiley spend most of their 
time at Wolfson Children’s Hospital or at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
in New York for the most recent surgery. 
They also have another son, Gage, who is 
three years old.

Watson and his wife Mylene are 
members of St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 
which held a benefit dinner and auction 
last summer to raise funds for the family. 
Watson Realty held a garage sale recently 
to add to Pierce’s Go Fund Me account 
(http://www.gofundme.com/au5m5s).

Commander 
redevelopment 
project in limbo
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News

One year ago it appeared that a lavish 
multi-million dollar residential and commercial 
project would become a reality at the edge of 
Fishweir Creek in Avondale. Envisioned for 
several years, the project underwent months of 
public scrutiny before ultimately receiving city 
permits to proceed.

And yet a year later nothing has happened. 
An aging apartment building, The 

Commander Tower Apartments, remains just 
as it has for decades, and a few of the existing 
commercial tenants – at one point believing they 
may have only weeks to vacate – are still there as 
well.

So why is the project, proposed by Michael 
Balanky, president and CEO of Chase 
Properties, still in limbo?

“Unfortunately it appears that the family that 
owns the property is still up in the air about 
what to do,” Balanky said in an email. “I have 
been unsuccessful in my overtures to purchase 
the property and it appears there is no consensus 
among the partners.”

In January 2014 the city Planning and 
Development Commission approved a land 
use zoning change after hearing several hours 
of testimony about the project called St. Johns 
Village at 3946-4000 St. Johns Ave.

The vote came after months of public and 
private meetings between Balanky, elected 
officials and nearby residents concerned about 
the proposed project’s height, its impact 
on St. Johns Avenue traffic and whether 
it fit proportionately into the surrounding 
community.

But finally the approval came, with 
Riverside Avondale Preservation, the Fishweir 
Neighborhood Association and the Arden 

see Commander, page 9

River clean up
Reedy Monahan, Boy Scout from Troop 2 at 
St. John’s Presbyterian Church, helped clean 
up Fishweir Creek on River Celebration and 
Cleanup Day.

Turn to Section B, page 7

Artistic expression comes in 
all forms and, apparently, so do 
prayers.

With each swoop of his arm 
and twist of his wrist, Lakeside 
resident Bill Watson releases 
massive soap bubbles into the 
air, each iridescent globule 
represents a prayer for his 
grandson, Pierce Watson.

Hoppy Easter
Victoria Combs met the Easter Bunny 
at Chick-fil-A, Roosevelt Square

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Fallen Heroes monument rededicated
When members of the Robert E. Lee High 

School Class of 1964 recently visited the 
campus they saw the weather had not been kind 
to a Fallen Heroes monument in an interior 
courtyard exposed to the elements.

Using $1,500 from the class reunion fund, 
the members replaced the deteriorating concrete 
pads and paid for marble plaques inscribed 
with the names of soldiers, sailors and Marines 
killed in action. Alumni committee member 
and Riverside resident Mary Frances O’Leary 
said the project, which also included a bench 
dedicated to the Class of 1964, was very 
important to her classmates.

“It just meant a lot to us,” O’Leary said. 
“What better way to honor our fallen heroes?” Lee High School Class of 1964 members gather at memorial

A rededication ceremony held in March 
featured guest speakers retired Judge 
McCarthy “Mack” Crenshaw Jr. (Class of 
1960) and retired administrative law Judge 
Daniel Manry (Class of 1964). The high 
school’s Navy JROTC served as color guard 
and the Filipino American Veterans Society 
performed a flag-folding ceremony. Chaplain 
Bill Reno provided the invocation and 
benediction.

The monument was originally dedicated 
in 2013 to honor the nearly 180 Lee High 
School graduates killed while serving in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps 
during World War II, the Korean, Vietnam 
and two Gulf wars.
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Ask 
Allison

At any given time in the real 
estate market, there is a 

certain price range (a sweet 
spot) where homes sell briskly. Right now, 
our sweet spot in both Avondale and 
Ortega is between $400K - $650K. All 
of my listings in this price range are under 
contract and the inventory of what’s left is 
extremely low.

Buyers continue to seek updated homes with little to 
no work needed. We’ve become such a busy society, the 
days of buyers seeking “fixer uppers” are over. I’ve got several 
buyers looking for homes in this price range -- so if you’ve been 
considering selling, I hope you will call me right away!

3418 RiveRside Avenue, AvondAle
Asking Price $549,000

MLS # 749748

i hear mixed reviews about what’s 
selling. some realtors tell me the 
market is busy and everything is 
selling and others tell me things are 
slow. What do you think?

PENDING 
SALE

email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

Allison
steilberg

reAltor®

A top agent with over  
23 Million in Sales in 2014

904.252.5181

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale
3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181

www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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A

Recently sold
3812 Richmond stReet, AvondAle

ASking Price wAS $1,795,000

1478 RiveRplAce Blvd, unit 1507, sAn mARco
Asking Price WAs $225,000

1611 donAld stReet, AvondAle
Asking Price WAs $347,000

1846 epping FoRest WAy south, sAn mARco
ASking Price wAS $1,400,000

505 lAncAsteR stReet, unit 9d, RiveRside
Asking Price WAs $399,000

4903 RoBeRt goRdon RoAd
Asking Price $525,000

MLS # 733566

PENDING 
SALE

3565 pine stReet, AvondAle
Asking Price $449,000

MLS # 741647

NEW 
LISTING

South Kitchen proposal moving forward
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News

A proposal for a new Avondale restaurant 
and bar where the former Yesterdays once 
operated should go before the city Planning 
Commission in April.

And the architectural plans for the new 
business, called South Kitchen and Spirits, will 
go with the blessing of Riverside Avondale 
Preservation after the two sides met to address 
neighbors’ concerns, said Carmen Godwin, 
RAP executive director.

“We sat down with them and worked 
with them to have less of an impact on the 
neighborhood,” Godwin said. “They agreed to 
all the conditions we wanted.”

Located at the corner of Park and Dancy 
streets, South Kitchen and Spirits is a 
collaboration between restaurateur Jason 
Motley, who is part owner of the Taps Bar 

& Grill in Fleming Island, and Chef Brian 
Siebenschuh, formerly of Restaurant Orsay.

The restaurant includes a 1,365-square-foot 
outdoor seating area between it and attached 
neighbor, Orsay. The same area will include a 
corn-hole tournament area and fire pit. 

Godwin said a primary concern for nearby 
residents was noise coming from the outdoor 
eating area. “They had planned to put up a 
wrought iron fence between that area and the 
parking lot but we asked them to put up (6 
feet high) masonry wall to block the sound and 
they agreed,” she said.

Under the agreement with RAP, the 
restaurant owners also will:

• Drop the restaurant’s maximum seating by 
20 to 230 seats. 

• Agree to no outside sales and service after 10 
p.m. on weekdays and midnight on weekends.

• Have no outdoor amplified music, 
although ambient music is allowed.

• Have no TVs played on outside patios after 
10 p.m. except for TVs located along the Park 
Street façade.

• Hold no events in the parking lot, which 
will be for parking, loading and deliveries only.

• Install low glare outdoor lighting.
RAP’s recommendations to the owners came 

after it sent representatives to meet with the 
restaurant’s neighbors and “listened to their 
suggestions and concerns.” Godwin credited 
Motley and Siebenschuh with being open to 
suggestions and working with RAP.

“A lot of times these things can get kind of 
contentious. It makes for a better project and 
better relationship for the community,” she said.

One lingering detail concerning the number 
and type of shade trees along the sidewalk in 
front of the building was still being worked out. 
But Godwin said “it’s not a deal breaker.”

Project architect Jeff Lane confirmed 
Godwin’s account of how the two sides met 
and ironed out concern but declined further 
comment. Motley and Siebenschuh did not 
respond to The Resident’s request, previously 
sent through Lane, for comment.

Lane said previously the building’s exterior 
appearance, including windows and knee walls, 
was changed from original drawings after initial 
meetings with RAP. The parking lot was also 
structured to protect a large live oak tree from 
being cut down.

Demolition and construction will take 
about 10 months once the project receives city 
approval. The restaurant could open as early as 
the first quarter of 2016, Lane said.

The Planning Commission is scheduled to 
meet April 9 and 23. Meetings begin at 1 p.m. 
and are held at City Hall, however, the meeting 
locations and agenda are subject to change. 
Visit www.coj.net/departments/planning-and-
development/planning-commission for the 
meeting agenda, which was not available prior 
to The Resident’s deadline.

Publisher’s
As I sit out in my backyard on a beautiful 75 degree day with gorgeous 

flowers blooming all around, my dogs lounging by my side, I have to admit I 
am feeling very fortunate as I write this note.

We really enjoy living and working in the Historic Districts, one of the most 
beautiful areas Jacksonville has to offer residents and visitors. Stately old homes 
with wonderfully landscaped yards or cute little bungalows with flower boxes 
bursting with color makes me smile every time I drive through the neighborhood.

The arrival of spring brings a whole new array of splendor to our local flora. Blooming 
magnolia trees and azalea bushes are not only breathtaking but they fill the air with the most amazing scents.

This month The Resident celebrates spring, indoors and out. Whether you start in the garden with trowel in 
hand or head straight for your closet to do some of that much needed “spring cleaning,” we have stories that will 
give you some great gardening tips or fashion hints, or just bring a smile to your face.

Don’t miss our second section inserted in this Issue– Hello, Spring!                – Pamela Bradford Williams

Locally Owned and Operated

Seth Williams
seth@residentnews.net

Pamela Bradford Williams
pamela@residentnews.net

1650 Margaret St. • #310 • Jacksonville, FL 32204 • Phone: 904.388.8839 • Fax: 904.388.2209 • www.ResidentNews.net

The Resident is a monthly newspaper 
mailed to homeowners in Riverside, 
Avondale, Ortega, Murry Hill, San 
Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For 
advertising information please call 
904.388.8839. Editorial submissions 
are welcome, but subject to editing 
at the publisher’s discretion. Facts 
and statements expressed in the 
editorial content are not necessarily 
those of the Resident. All content 
is copyrighted and may not be 
reprinted, copied or reproduced 
without written permission from the 
publisher. ©2015.

Design Production: 
Joe Bahret, Danielle Smith-Boldt
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with Us!

Call 904.388.8839 or email:
Debra McGregor

debra@residentnews.net
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Send Us News!
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This Close

Bob 
Shircliff

We are this close 
to ending polio

Now is our chance to change the world. To make 
sure no child is disabled by polio ever again. 

                           endpolionow.org

Rotary 
Club of 

West 
Jacksonville

    www.facebook.com/westjaxrotary
Visit westjaxrotary.org

West Jacksonville Rotarian Bob Hyde
has sponsored the content of this advertisement.

St. Vincent’s begins CEO search
St. Vincent’s Healthcare began a nationwide 

search for a new chief executive officer after 
Moody Chisholm resigned in late March.

Praised for his work guiding the 
5,000-employee system as well as extensive 
support of Jacksonville nonprofits and St. 
Vincent’s Foundation since becoming CEO 
in 2010, Chisholm accepted a position as 
regional vice president for Intermountain 
Healthcare in Salt Lake City, Utah.

“Moody is a very unique guy. I personally 
respected him,” said Sydney Simmons, 
chairman of St. Vincent’s board of directors. 
“I saw him in many venues and he was always 
very authentic with everyone he dealt with.”

The nationwide search for a replacement is 
expected to take several months. St. Vincent’s 

chief operating officer Donnie Romine will 
serve as interim CEO and president during 
the search.

Simmons said Chisholm, a 56-year-old 
Florida native, used his strong, charismatic 
personality to build positive relationships with 
workers at all levels of St. Vincent’s system.

“Internally he could work with the 
physicians, donors liked him, associates liked 
him ... he was good at all parts of the job. He 
had great candor in all areas, but people knew 
that when they talked to him he meant what 
he said,” Simmons said.

“I think he really liked Jacksonville and 
St. Vincent’s. I think this is a very special 
job (he’s taking), with a very well respected 
health care system.”



SOLD
5085 CHARLEMAGNE RD

One-story 4/3 on canal navigable to ocean
4930 MORVEN RD - $699,000
European country 4/4/1, 3621sf, pool

5015 ORTEGA FARMS BV - $885,000
Breathtaking 3/3.5, 4354sqft, 112’x446’ lot

5128 ARAPAHOE AVENUE – $329,000
Spacious Ortega Terrace contemporary, 2540sf

RIVERFRONTNEW REDUCTION NEW PRICE
Fred Miller

904.699.6459

904.388.0000
fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support 
Angels for Allison 

with a donation for 
every transaction.

2854 IONIC AVE - $422,500
One-story 4/2, renovated 2642sf in Ortega

2844 CORINTHIAN AVE
Fully renovated 4/2.5, 2400sf, Old Ortega

5043 ORTEGA FARMS BLVD - $689,000
Serene 1-story riverfront 3/3, 2649sf, pool

4700 IROQUOIS AVE - $429,500
Charming 3/3, 2898sf in Ortega Terrace

NEW PRICE SOLD NEW PRICE
Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

LOWER PRICE

WATERFRONT
4333 VENENTIA BLVD - $1,389,000

Lovely WF 4/5.5, 4428sf, pool, dock/lift
7123 HANSON DRIVE

Hyde Grove 4/2.5, 2055sf + pool
1927 WOODMERE DR - $639,000

Fairfax Manor 4/3.5, 4000sf + gar apt
4417 SAN JUAN AVE - $174,900
Adorable 3/1 bungalow, freshly painted

NEW PRICECOMING SOON DET GARAGE

DOUBLE LOT
2971 CORAL CT - $227,500
Updated 3/1, stainless appl, gas range

2266 LAKE SHORE BV - $249,900
Amazing riverfront property w/2 houses

4711 LONG BOW RD - $399,000
Ortega Forest 5/3 on navigable canal

PRICE REDUCED WATERFRONT
1852 TALBOT AVE - $649,000
Historic 4/2.5, 3300sf, for sale or rent

BUY OR RENT

ORTEGA ISLAND
4586 ORTEGA ISLAND DR  - $1,895,000

Spectacular Georgian riverfront 5/4.5, 7500sf
1819 MALLORY ST - $469,000
Updated 4/2.5 just steps from the River

1838 McINTOSH PL - $449,000
Iconic Fairfax Manor 3/3.5, big corner lot

LOWER PRICE UNDER CONTRACTTed Miller
904.463.1731

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

4091 TIMUQUANA RD - $1,775,000
Immaculate Georgian estate on the river

JUST LISTED

Alise Ferranti
904.434.0767

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698

Let us open the door 
to your new home.

Chase O’Steen
904.838.8727

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Jennifer Heim
904.955.5051

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

Yulia Pulido
904.707.2475

Carrie Inman Cessna
904.707.8038

Ellen Gould
904.716.9106

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Jen Kent
904.874.7865

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

Beverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Anne Clay McNulty
904.334.3433

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136
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What to do about the city’s ignored alleys
There’s differing opinions about them
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News

Is the alley behind your house a wasted piece 
of land that no one uses? Maybe it’s growing 
up in weeds or filled with potholes and needs 
immediate maintenance.

Well there’s a chance the City of Jacksonville 
would deed the portion of the alley behind 
your home to you – with a few catches, of 
course, according to District 4 Councilman Jim 
Love.

“Every alley has its own access and uses and 
each has to be looked at individually,” Love 
said. “The problem is some people want to 
change the usage and that may conflict with 
their neighbors.”

Here is one universal truth about Jacksonville 
alleys – the city is no longer maintaining them. 
“They don’t have the money for it,” Love said.

That means residences or businesses 
still needing their alleys – including Love’s 
insurance office on King Street that has a rear 
parking lot accessible only by an alley – must 
pay for maintenance themselves.

The way John Hurtubise sees it, alleys in 
Jacksonville’s historic neighborhoods are being 
ignored by the city to the detriment of the 
residents there. The result is a hodgepodge 
of alley access situations ranging from fully 
maintained to completely impassable due to 
overgrown vegetation or heaps of trash.

“It’s a vital part of what makes this a historic 
neighborhood,” said Hurtubise, who has lived 
in the historic district since 1993 and previously 
served on the Riverside Avondale Preservation 
board for 20 years. “We need to keep them 
maintained and we’re not doing that.”

Hurtubise said he became personally 
involved in the poor alley conditions when he 
couldn’t get the city to repair one next to a 
rental property on Herschel Street. 

“It needed to be clipped and mowed and 
opened and I couldn’t get anything done about 

it. It’s just a rutted mess,” he said.
The city’s new green and yellow recycling 

containers sitting out front of historic homes 
in Riverside and Avondale are further evidence 
the alleys are desperately needed.

“Those recycling and trash bins are a 
horrible blight in our neighborhood,” he said. 
“We should put trash bins back in the alleys 
where they were intended to be and then we 
would have a much more aesthetic-looking 
historic neighborhood.”

Hurtubise 
says the city 
will never find a 
solution doing 
what’s always 
done and now 
“needs to think 
outside the 
box.” Tampa, 
for instance, 
assesses 
residents of 
its historic 
neighborhoods 
a fee for alley 
maintenance; 
when they don’t 
pay it they get 
one warning 
and after that they are fined.

In addition to working with Councilman 
Love, Hurtubise is urging the city to create a 
committee to search for some solutions and 
make recommendations on alleys.

 “Maybe if we raise some public awareness 
about this and get some more public 
involvement we can come up with a solution,” 
he said. “We need to look at it in other creative 
ways, maybe a special (tax) assessment…
whatever it is we need to get out of the box 
we’re in.”

RAP Executive Director Carmen Godwin 

agrees with Hurtubise about the importance of 
alleys in the historic district and the “unsightly” 
garbage containers along the roadway.

It’s unfortunate, she said, that the city 
eliminated its small trash trucks used for alley 
pick up about five years ago. “Now there’s 
no reason for the city to maintain the alleys 
because they got rid of the trucks,” she said. 

Godwin noted that residents in 
Springfield, another historic area, have 
volunteers who maintain alleys. About a 
year ago RAP officially adopted a stance that 

alleys are of historic value in the Riverside/
Avondale area as well. 

“We feel very strongly that if the city 
would pay to do the cleanup of the alleys 
that we could find…a good group of people 
for upkeep every six months or so.”

Do you have an alley dilemma, issue 
with an overgrown alley? If you have any 
thoughts to share on alley maintenance, or 
perhaps a proposal for city leaders please 
email editor@residentnews.net or  call 388-
8839, dial x-101 and leave a message.

Alley blocked by 
privacy fencing

Vegetation-filled alley in Riverside



APRIL 2015 ResIdent communIty news PAge 5

Residents suggest bicycle routes spread from bridge
By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News 

Bicyclists and pedestrians living in 
Riverside and San Marco are speaking 
up about their favorite bike paths in 
those neighborhoods and the North 
Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization (TPO) is listening.

At a public workshop in March, TPO 
officials heard local residents looking for 
outdoor recreational opportunities and 
hard-core bicyclists make suggestions 
about destinations and routes in both 
neighborhoods. The comments will be 
part of a study coming out this summer.

“Out of this study will come specific 
recommendations and what timeline we 
want to move forward on,” said Marci 
Larson, TPO public affairs manager. 

The hearing at San Marco 
Preservation Hall was one of four 
opportunities in March to tell the TPO 

what are the important destinations in 
each neighborhood, suggest locations 
for bicycle and pedestrian “wayfinding” 
signage, and, ultimately, to put a price 
tag on the overall project.

Once the public’s comments are 
reviewed, TPO consultant Theodore 
Petritsch and a co-worker will ride each 

route and determine which are most 
appropriate for the general public. 
They will check for such things as 
broken curbing, blind corners and poor 
drainage areas that pose dangers to 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

In June, another workshop will be 
held where the public can view the 

preliminary study and make comments. 
A date and location for that workshop 
has not been set, said Elizabeth De 
Jesus, TPO consumer services manager.

The Riverside/San Marco routes will 
tie into a pedestrian/bicycle lane being 
built onto the Fuller Warren Bridge, 
with completion expected in early 
2017. From that bridge path popular 
spots such as Riverside Arts Market or 
San Marco Square will likely be among 
the recommended destinations, he said. 

Leigh Burdett, who operates a bicycle 
touring business in Jacksonville’s urban 
core, says she welcomes the bicycling 
improvements. However, she believes 
education programs for both motorists 
and bicycle riders is important, too.

 “My biggest concern is that we will 
change the infrastructure and we won’t 
communicate those changes to the 
populace. That could be a problem,” 
Burdett said.

Is there any place better in the world 
with better weather and terrain? 

Jacksonville is so appropriate 
as a bicycling destination…

–Leigh Burdett, 
e2ride Bike Tours

”

“

Mayor, sheriff races move to May; Love, Boyer retain their seats
Jacksonville’s May 19 general election 

will include the races for mayor and 
sheriff after no candidates received 
more than 50 percent of the votes in 
the March primary.

Incumbent Mayor Alvin Brown, 
a Democrat, will face off against 
Republican Lenny Curry as will the top 
two vote-getters in the sheriff ’s race, 
Ken Jefferson and Mike Williams.

Ten races for City Council seats also 
must go to the general election to be 
decided. However, the primary, which 
drew a 33 percent voter turnout, did 

determine winners in nine other City 
Council races, including District 14 
incumbent Jim Love, who received 68 
percent of the vote. 

District 5 incumbent Lori Boyer ran 
unopposed for another four-year term.

Voters in March also approved a 
referendum expanding the city’s ethics 
and inspector general duties, and more 
than 60 percent of the 184,518 people 
casting ballots also supported a straw 
poll requiring city employees to live in 
Duval County.

Mayoral candidate Bill Bishop, 

who was eliminated in the primary 
voting, ran strongest in the Riverside 
and Avondale areas, where he actually 
topped the vote in some precincts.

Bishop could potentially play a major 
role in the general election, said Robert 
Hall, a Jacksonville University adjunct 
professor in political science.

“It’s a very difficult call on Bishop,” 
Hall said of the Republican City 
Council member who finished with 
16.7 percent of the vote. “Does he do 
the party thing and support Curry? He 
may be thinking what’s in it for him 

from who becomes the next mayor.”
Hall noted that Bishop and Curry 

differed significantly on several key 
issues facing the city, including pension 
reform and whether to raise taxes.

As for the sheriff ’s race, Hall said the 
primary outcome stuck fairly close to 
pre-election polling favoring Jefferson 
and Williams. The Fraternal Order 
of Police did not support a primary 
candidate but may pick one for the 
general election, a decision that could 
push significant votes toward their 
choice, he said.

904.272-2020
ClayEye.com

Riverside
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

Orange Park
2023 Professional Center Dr.

Orange Park, FL 32073

Fleming Island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223
St. Vincent’s Hospital

• LASER CATARACT SURGERY
• LASIK SURGERY
• GLAUCOMA SURGERY
• MACULAR DEGENERATION
• DIABETIC EYE DISEASE
• CORNEA SURGERY
• COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
• PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY
• FAMILY EYE CARE 
• CONTACT LENSES

Proudly serving the North Florida community for over 35 years.

Floor Doctor
of Jacksonville, Inc.

+ Refinish
+ Restore
+ Repair 

National Wood Flooring 
Association Professional

904-342-2725 • Serving Jacksonville & Surrounding Area over 30 Years

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  H A R D W O O D  F L O O R S

A member of the franchisee 
system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC.

605 Talbot Avenue

Turn key bungalow renovation in Murray Hill.
2/1 898sqft

Taft Alexander,
GRI, Realtor® 

TaftAlexander.com
904.994.1840

Meticulously renovated Spanish style home in Avondale.
2/2.5 1619sqft

Under Contract

1359 Edgewood Avenue

Coming early April
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Laney Smith, REALTOR®

904-674-1888
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

On the market in Avondale and Ortega
Brick Avondale bungalow in Fishweir 

school district listed for under $200,000.
2012 construction in Old Ortega listed 

for $330,000.
Call me today for a showing.
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Historic district striping causes quite the commotion 
Standards adhered to despite alternate design

Unlike the wheels on cars zipping down the 
narrow streets of Riverside and Avondale, the 
wheels of government turn a lot more slowly.

Now, however, narrower travel lanes – 
thanks to new parking striping – may force 
motorists to drive just a little slower on 
residential streets.

It was three years ago, May 2012, when 
The Resident reported that a parking analysis 
for The Shoppes of Avondale was “put in 
neutral” until the $60,000 proposal could be 
reviewed and approved by the Planning and 
Development Department.

In May 2013 the Parking Study Steering 
Committee was convened to address a variety 
of parking issues – including that of blocking 
residents’ driveways – in the streets around 
The Shoppes of Avondale and the Park and 
King retail corridor. 

The committee, composed of local business 
owners, residents and city officials, worked 
with consulting firm Ghyabi & Associates to 
provide a study that eventually resulted in 
solutions aimed at managing and increasing 
the parking supply, and modifying behavior.

The study was limited to a 16-block area 
around The Shoppes of Avondale and a 
19-block area around the intersection of Park 
and King Streets, both commercial areas 
frequented by visitors to popular bars and 
restaurants.

“My understanding is that the striping 
was something agreed upon by both the 
residents and businesses involved in the study 
as a first step in managing and organizing 
the parking supply,” said Carmen Godwin, 
executive director of Riverside Avondale 
Preservation. “Many residents were concerned 
that their driveways were blocked and the 
police would not ticket cars unless the spaces 
were striped and/or marked in some way.”  

Under Ordinance 2014-617, adopted last 
fall, finally last month the parking striping was 
completed in those commercial areas by the 
Public Works Department.

Alternative striping suggested
Primarily designed to alleviate 

homeowners’ frustrations with blocked 
driveways, the new parking “boxes” stick 
out like a sore thumb, according to some 
residents. Others are more concerned about 
the perceived decrease in parking, claiming 
that the boxes promote single car usage 

instead of space sharing, and that drivers 
now park closer to the center of the road 
rather than up against the curb, thus creating 
a narrower passage down certain “yield 
streets.”

When residents brought the issue to the 
attention of District 14 Councilman Jim Love 
in early March, Love said that he would talk to 
Director of Public Works Jim Robinson to see 
if any changes could be made.

Unfortunately, by the time the issue 
was brought up with Robinson, all the 
designated streets but one were striped, 
according to Aleizha Batson, deputy 
director of communications. “All streets are 
completed, other than Pine, which has JEA 
construction that prohibits the work from 
being completed,” she noted on Mar. 24.

 Love agreed that the striping does make 
the street look narrower, but it was done 
according to standards, which direct the width 
of the boxes, the distance from a driveway and 
whether there is no parking, one-sided or two-

sided street parking.
Kay Ehas, chair of the Parking Study 

Steering Committee said that the committee 
had provided an alternative striping design 
to Public Works, which basically omits the 
longer white line parallel to the curb.

“I don’t know why they changed it,” Ehas 
said, “but the feedback I’ve heard is that the 
residents like it. This was the agreed-upon 
solution and had the least amount of negative 
feedback in the public meetings. It’s a pilot; 
let’s see how it works.”

Love concurred. “Right now I’m 
letting it settle in before we consider any 
tweaking,” he said. “The people who are 
happier now are those who used to have 
their driveways blocked.”

He also noted that intersections now have 
better visibility by prohibiting parking right 
up to the corners of the streets. “My goal 
was safety first, then not having driveways 
blocked,” Love stated. “But we will listen to 
any concerns.”

Lydia Street error cause 
for clamor

While some people saw the humor in 
striping on Lydia Street at King which 
created one lane running directly down 
the double yellow lines, others saw it as 
yet more evidence that the city does not 
understand the special considerations of a 
historic district built before automobiles 
were affordable and popular for every 
homeowner.

RAP founder Dr. Wayne Wood, who 
lives not far from Lydia Street, felt the 
city could have done a better job. “It was 
well intended but poorly executed,” Wood 
said recently. “That particular street was 
probably the most egregious, but in many 
cases where the streets are narrow with 
parking indicated on both sides, there is no 
room for cars to pass without pulling into 
the parking spaces.”

Wood said that the striping could have 
been customized to fit the streets, including 
the use of corner marks instead of full boxes 
or, alternatively, marking driveways to 
prohibit illegal parking.

According to Love, the diagram provided 
to city workers incorrectly identified Lydia 
Street for two-sided parking instead of just 
one.

About a week later the problem had 
been corrected – somewhat. Rather than 
completely painting over the white and 
yellow lines with a camouflage gray paint, 
city workers “roughed up” the asphalt to 
partially obliterate the lines, leaving only a 
parking box on the east side of Lydia Street.

“When driving around Avondale 
[recently], I noticed some cars were 
still parking illegally. Drivers visiting 
the commercial corridor should try to 
be responsible and courteous when 
parking on residential streets,” Godwin 
shared. “However, I did notice on Pine 
Street, where there is parking on just one 
side of the street, how much calmer the 
traffic was and how nice it is to be able to 
see the beautiful historic homes with the 
street less crowded by cars.” 

What do you think?
Do you live on a newly striped street? 

How is that working for you so far? Feel 
free to send your comments for future 
publication about street striping – good or 
bad – to editor@residentnews.net. 

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Clearly a mistake, this striping pattern for parking on 
Lydia Street at King Street was corrected on March 19 
after the error was brought to the attention of the Public 
Works Department. (Photo courtesy of Wayne Wood)

That particular street was probably 
the most egregious, but in many cases where the 

streets are narrow with parking indicated on both sides, 
there is no room for cars to pass without pulling 

into the parking spaces. 
–Wayne Wood, Riverside resident”

“



Office: 904-394-2316
For opportunities in Real Estate, create your own income and career, 

call Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!
3610 St. Johns Avenue, 32205 • www.VanguardColdwellBanker.com

E x p e r i e n c e  |  E x p e r t i s e  |  R e s u l t s

clark laBlOnd
Director of Career Development
904-537-6149
clablond@vanguardcb.com

Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated.

allen leWiS
Sales Manager
904.705.2086

allen.lewis@everbank.com
NMLS ID#433503

Stop by to visit Everbank’s Sales Manager Allen Lewis  
for an update on mortgages and rates.

Coldwell Banker
V A N G U A R D  R E A L T Y
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Every home has a story...
Create Your Story With Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!

Historic district Historic districtHistoric district

2344 Myra Street 
Wade Griffin, 904-534-0969

Under cOnTracT

1520 River Oaks 
Wade Griffin, 904-534-0969

$319,000

1823 Mallory 
Wade Griffin, 904-534-0969

$589,000

Historic district Other areasHistoric district

1833 Powell 
Sherry Faircloth, 904-463-7649

$479,900

2104 Sweet Briar 
Anne Rain, 904-472-9809

Under cOnTracT

Other areasOther areas

12335 Del Rio 
Patricia Orange, 904-612-0211

$299,000

1146 Emily’s Walk 
Russell Dubier, 904-718-0269

$420,000

1347 Belvedere Avenue 
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117

Under cOnTracT

Other areas

10348 Meadow Pointe Dr 
Haley Hartley, 904-703-0423

$224,500

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard.  It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  A Realogy Company.  All 
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving” 
are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Over 90% 
of consumers 

start their home 
search on-line. 
Is Your Home in 
the Right Place?

Source: Nielsen NetRatings Jan-Dec 2014
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1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com

      facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

The Perfect Time to Sell is NOW!

1844 Cherry Street
Classic 5BR/5.5BA riverfront in the heart of Avondale. 
Private 200+ foot lawn and gardens. Newer wing with 
fireplace and built-ins serves as great room or master 

suite with sep. entry. 4,144 sq. ft. $1,150,000

2358 Riverside Avenue, #904 
This 9th floor condo has 2,725 sq. ft., 3BR/3BA with 

marble floors, large open living area with gas 
fireplace, formal dining room, owner’s suite w/ great 

master bathroom, gourmet kitchen w/granite 
and stainless. $899,000

1881 Powell Place
Kitchen with breakfast nook, butlers pantry/caterers’ 
kitchen, formal dining room, formal living room with 
panoramic views of St. John’s River, game room with 

wet bar. 3BR/3.5BA and 2,889 sq. ft. $987,000

3027 St. Johns Avenue
Restored home across street from St. Johns River,  and 
within walking distance of Shoppes & Restaurants of 

Avondale. 2 car garage with an apartment above serving 
as a complete guest house. 5BR/4.5BA and 4,317 sq. ft.  

$949,000

2583 Post Street 
Large all brick duplex. Each unit is a 2BR/2BA with a 

updated open floor plan. CHA and washer/dryer hook 
ups in both units.  A must see property. 3,594 sq ft.  

$265,000

3925 Jean Street
3BR/1BA home with new hardwood floors in living 
& family rooms, berber carpet in bedrooms, updated 

bath w/walk in shower. 1-car garage, neighbor 
walk way to Boone Park. Approx. 1,329 sq. ft.  

$249,900

4009 San Jose Boulevard
Beautifully renovated 1930’s two-story. This home 

features: renovated kitchen, family room, study, 
playroom / office, 4BR/3.5BA, large renovated 

master suite with walk-in closet and dressing room, 
and 2-car garage.  Approx. 3,220 sq. ft. $844,900

3572 Valencia Road
Charming 3BR/2BA bungalow in the heart of 

Avondale. Remodeled throughout. All rooms have 9’ 
ceilings and crown molding and 9’’ base. Master 

suite added in 2012. 1,715 sq. ft. $350,000

4401 Ortega Farms Circle
Waterfront Estate on 2.64 acres & 154 feet on 

Ortega River. Lovely 4BR, 2 full and 2 half baths plus 
attached 1BR/1BA guest quarters. In-ground pool, 
barbecue pit & greenhouse. 5,140 sq. ft.  $725,000

2132 College Street
3BR/2BA two story brick home within walking 

distance of 5 Points. Open front porch, screened in 
back porch. Enclosed sleeping porch upstairs. 

2,320 sq. ft. Large attic and small basement. $269,900

NEW LISTING

REDUCED

REDUCED

By Greg Walsh
Resident Community News

It may be a bitter cup of coffee to swallow 
now that the newly built location of Star-
bucks on Roosevelt Blvd. finds itself in a 
tight spot for customers seeking a quick cup 
of Joe. While the component of a drive-thru 
is convenient and best laid plans pass zoning 
standards, problem exists in the actual 
conditions on the ground. 

The former location, on the front corner 
of the former Publix-anchored plaza, unlike 
the current location, had options abound 
for drivers seeking a spot to park and a safe 
exit from the busy US 17, or Roosevelt 
Blvd. Since moving in February from 
Roosevelt Square Mall into a 1,914 square-

foot standalone location on the corner of 
Beverly Street at 4265 Roosevelt Blvd., the 
parking lot is often at capacity or worse, 
spilling over into the neighborhood. This 
becomes a common occurrence, particularly 
on weekdays before 8 a.m., during the early-
morning coffee rush.

Often times, a line of vehicles wraps 
around the store drive-thru waiting in a line 
that forms in the path of the outgoing lane 
for property egress. The ‘compact’ titled 
spots on the lot have limited space to back 
out during this time, spilling the overflow 
on to Beverly Avenue when the parking 
is too difficult to navigate, proposing a 
challenge to drivers on both roadways.

The crux of the issue appears to be 

the volume of vehicles for a lot too small to 
accommodate the demand, especially during 
the high volume timeframes. The con-
ditions border on treacherous as cars trying 
to get out don’t have anywhere to go and 
those coming in scramble to get in and find 
a spot; some risk stopping on Roosevelt to 
wait for the drive-thru line or a backing 
vehicle. 

The lot also has a set of green arrows 
indicating the flow-through in a certain 
direction and white arrows that are 
supposed to serve as outgoing direction 
indicators. As cars hug the building for 
the line at the drive-thru, they cover the 
white directional arrows [indicating 
outgoing traffic] creating an unusual and 
confusing traffic flow.

“I can see the concerns,” said David King, 
a regular customer who lives nearby and 
usually walks for his morning coffee to avoid 
the traffic. “It is really a tight area with 
limited parking spaces; it’s a small space for 
people to back out.”

Drivers of larger vehicles are particularly 
inconvenienced and often can’t park at all 
because of the tight conditions when the lot 
is full.

Some residents say they’ve seen traffic tie-
ups that create an unsafe situation, especially 

on a main thoroughfare with a posted speed 
of 45 mph.

A City Planning and Development 
Department spokesman said the business 
meets all zoning requirements of a drive-
thru restaurant at that location for its lot 
size and exceeds the minimum number of 
parking spaces by three, to 23. 

If there are periodic times when the 
business becomes full and it affects street 
traffic it’s up to motorists to safely maneuver 
around the situation, the spokesman said.

A resident living a few doors down said 
she’s unhappy with her new neighbor. 

“People park their car at the end (of 
Beverly) to go inside and then you have cars 
(turning from Roosevelt) and you can’t get 
through. People drive stupid sometimes and 
it gets frustrating,” said the neighbor, who 
asked that her name not be used.

Seattle-based Starbucks, which has more 
than two dozen locations in the Jacksonville 
area, said it would not make the Roosevelt 
Boulevard store manager available for an 
interview. 

“As you can imagine, we receive a 
large number of similar requests and 
cannot always accommodate,” a Starbucks 
spokesperson stated in an email.

JuliOcesar 
mendez.realTOr®

& archiTecT

c. 9 0 4 . 3 0 4 . 5 4 5 8
w. 9 0 4 . 8 0 2 . 0 8 2 9
e. julio.mendez@bhhsfnr.com
w. jmendez.floridanetworkrealty.com 

© A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Y O u r l u x u r Y l i v i n g e x p e r T

1983 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Best laid plans on paper not panning out in reality
Starbucks build-out creates tight traversing
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1600 Selva Marina Drive
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

w w w . A t l a n t i c B e a c h C o u n t r y C l u b . c o m

D i D  Yo u

     H e a r ?

An Independently owned and operated 
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Atlantic Beach Country Club
is Now Open!

We are now selling new homes and 
homesites in the most sought after coastal 
community: Atlantic Beach Country Club.  
Live this unique and rare coastal lifestyle 
with the newly designed Erik Larsen 18-
hole championship golf course.  Owners 
will enjoy close proximity to beach access 
and a homeowner’s social membership to 
the new club.

Opportunities are limited.  Reimagine your 
life in Atlantic Beach Country Club.

For new home sales,
Riverside Homes - 904-476-4236
Toll Brothers - 844-871-7466

For homesite sales, 
Lee Elmore, Realtor 
     904-241-2835

Contractor dispute resolved; good news 
for fence replacement
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

The temporary fencing at Willowbranch 
Creek along Riverside Ave. may yet be 
replaced with permanent balustrades this 
year. 

At least, that’s if all goes according 
to plan now that the City Construction 
Dispute Resolution Board (CCDRB) 
has weighed in on the petition by The 
Touring Company to recover additional 
costs incurred during the lengthy project.

The bid to rebuild the Riverside 
Avenue bridge over Willowbranch Creek 
was awarded to David Touring back in 
May 2011 for just under $325,000. The 
project, which did not get underway 
until two years ago, was fraught with 
issues – acts of God, according to the City 
of Jacksonville’s project manager, but 
according to Touring it was poor design, 
also noted in the CCDRB’s report.

When Riverside Avenue was finally 

reopened in December 2013 in a push to 
accommodate the annual luminaria event, 
there was still work to be completed. At 
that time, Touring was optimistic that he 
would get reimbursed for additional costs 
in a timely manner so that he could place 
the order for the permanent balustrades 
that would match existing ones on the 
other side of Willowbranch Park.

Unfortunately, the project ground to 
a halt when those funds were not issued. 
Touring’s claim was finally brought before 
the CCDRB on Oct. 30, 2014 and they 
issued their report a week later, adding just 
over $110,000 more to Touring’s bid.

Five months after the report was 
submitted, the temporary fence was still in 
place. 

According to information received from 
the Public Works Department through 
Aleizha L. Batson, Deputy Director of 
Communications, “There’s been some 

delay as the city and Touring worked out 
an issue involving the surety and whether 
it had paid any claims (it did not). That has 
been resolved, so as of right now, we are 
proceeding in accordance with the “note” 
on page 6  of the CCDRB decision which 
outlines the steps involved in getting this 
project finished.”

Public Works also noted that a down 
payment has been made to Tabby Stone, 
the subcontractor who will made the 
decorative precast concrete balustrades.

“Our expectation is that once the 
balustrade contractor receives the $10,000 
[down payment], it will set in motion 
the completion of this project, including 
the two other ‘punch list’ items to be 

completed by Touring as identified in the 
CCDRB decision,” noted Public Works. 
Those two punch list items include laying 
sod next to the sidewalk and adding a 
drainage concrete invert.

Although Public Works did not provide 
an estimate date of completion, an earlier 
conversation with Bill Joyce, Chief of 
Engineering and Construction, indicated 
that the balustrade replacement could take 
12 weeks.

A copy of the change order, including 
the CCDRB’s report, can be found 
at the end of this story online at 
residentnews.net.

More information regarding this story is available 
on our website: visit www.residentnews.net

Group, homeowners on a few streets that 
are adjacent to the project, all agreeing to 
the project.

Receiving Planning Commission approval 
was a project with three buildings and 
covering about 280,000 square feet. In the 
buildings would be a total of 260 one-, two- 
or three-bedroom apartments along with 
about 10,000 square feet in commercial 
space. Balanky also agreed to put up a 
barrier wall to block the facility from nearby 
homes and to make improvements on St. 
Johns Avenue to provide some traffic relief.

Ultimately, however, the property owners 
– members of the same family living in New 
Jersey and California – felt it would be too 
expensive to tear down the existing structures 
and build the proposed St. Johns Village, said 
Councilman Jim Love, who sat in on many 
of the public meetings on the project.

“They are now looking at renovations 
at some point,” Love said. “There’s no 
timeline on when that will be.”

Balanky referred questions to Michael 
Mochary, son of the property owner Mary 

Mochary. He passed the inquiry along to a 
Miami Beach property management firm, 
whose spokesperson said there was no 
update on the Commander’s status.

Some nearby Commander residents say 
they prefer the property remain unchanged 
anyway.

“The last thing I want is for hundreds 
of apartments to be built on that site. I 
would prefer that they build condominiums 
or just leave it as is,” said Kyle Billy, a 
neighborhood resident.

But Balanky said he’s not giving up on 
the project. 

“I welcome the opportunity to see it 
through fruition if and when they decide to 
move forward,” he said.

Just when that will be remains uncertain.
“I would expect something to happen in 

the near future based on the deteriorating 
condition of the property,” Balanky said, 
“but who knows. It is very unfortunate 
as it is a trophy property and I know it 
is upsetting to the neighbors to see it 
languish.”

Commander (continued from p.1)

LUNCH SPECIALS
• 2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
• Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad 
     & Beverage $5.99
• Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
alepiehouse.com

VIEW FULL MENU & ORDER ONLINE NOW

• Monday Trivia Night 7pm
• Tuesday Acoustic Live Music
• Happy Hour 2-7pm Daily

(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

Gift Cards Available!

Catering Available

Celebrating Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Thank you to our neighborhood
 friends for our success!

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10-11 & Sun. 11-9

Susan Fuller Tuohy
Navigating the way to your new home!

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®, GRI
904-707-6548
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-5005

www.jacksonvillerealestatesuccess.com
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

4172 Venetia Blvd - $445,000
Lovely Venetia home for sale! Beautifully maintained & turnkey.  HUGE KITCHEN 

with granite countertops and large covered porch. Great location!

New Price



Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate 
Office in the Neighborhood

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com
(904) 388-5005

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®

904-599-3429

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

Mat Glas
REALTOR®

(904) 562-8059

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

3554 Richmond ST - $1.9mm
4/4/1-4,445 sqft. Pass through the wrought iron gates 
and pull up to this welcoming, traditional home located 
on one of Avondale’s most desirable streets, Richmond. 
Enter through the foyer and you’re greeted with gorgeous 
river views and warm living spaces that invite you in.

1611 donald ST 
4/2/1-2,206 sqft. SOLD by The Powell/Steilberg Team! 
Priced well below appraisal! Heart of Historic Avondale 
home has gleaming hardwood floors, wonderful entry 
foyer, renovated kitchen, professional landscaping & 
fresh paint inside and out - a TURN KEY home!

1515 SEminolE Rd 
2/2/1-1,590 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck. Located within 
walking distance to the shopped and restaurants of 
Avondale, this charming is ready to go! Updated 
kitchen and baths plus a charming front porch. Begin 
living the urban lifestyle today!

4857 WaTER oaK ln - $405,000
5/3/1-3,007 sqft. This is a beautifully updated all brick 
home located in sought after Ortega Forest. This house 
features five bedrooms, (two of which are master 
bedroom suites) and three full and one half bath. Huge 
back yard with 2 sheds and a new driveway!

1556 PinEgRovE avE 
4/3-1,787 sqft. SOLD by Josh Nugent and Liz Bobeck! 
Live the Avondale dream. Walk to the Shoppes of 
Avondale, Pinegrove Grocery, Orsay and Boone Park. 
Nice front porch large enough to entertain neighbors as 
the walk by. Wonderfully renovated home!

1614 chaRon Rd - $190,000
3/1-1,120 sqft. Location, charm, and part of A-rated 
Fishweir school district...this happy brick home with 
garage has it all. Walk to school, parks, Avondale 
shops and restaurants and come home to a lovingly 
maintained home full of light.

5044 oRTEga Blvd - $340,000
3/2/1-2,242 sqft. Nestled beneath old growth oaks in 
the Heart of Ortega, one of the Great Neighborhoods of 
Jacksonville, you’ll find this lovely home waiting for the 
next generation of memories. Beautifully built with modern 
updates - new kitchen, new enlarged master bath.

4927 aRaPahoE avE - $365,000
3/3-2,446 sqft. Moss draped oaks, lemonade stands, 
neighbors walking their dogs - doesn’t this sound 
like home? Ortega Terrace is just such a place and 
this home is nestled right in the heart of this Great 
Jacksonville Neighborhood. 
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Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883
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REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Elizabeth O’Steen & Susan 
Donnell, REALTORS®

(904) 465-1706
(904) 994-6677

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®

(904) 704-1576

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

505 lancaSTER ST 9d
3/2-1,635 sqft. SOLD by The Powell/Steilberg Team! 
Beautiful 3 bedroom condominium with sweeping views 
of the St. Johns River. Unit has an updated kitchen, wrap 
balconies, split floor plan, and more! Park Plaza is a great 
building with on-site management and a first class location.

liSTEd and Sold By uS

4727 caRliSlE Rd 
4/3-2,266 sqft. SOLD by Anna Williams! Neat as a 
new pin and ready to move in! 4 bed 3 bath home on 
¼ acre lot, located in the desirable neighborhood of 
Ortega Forest, this home is just down from sought after 
Stockton Elementary.

liSTEd and Sold By uS

505 lancaSTER ST 2a
2/2-1,503 sqft. SOLD by Linda Maxwell, Sara Leuthold, 
and Jane Slater! Spectacular river views from almost 
every room in Unit 2A at this Park Plaza condo. The 
balcony surrounds the entire unit - with views to the 
East, South and partial North. Walk to EVERYTHING!

liSTEd and Sold By uS

4318 colonial avE 
3/2/1-2,254 sqft. SOLD by Josh Nugent and Dee 
Burnett! Awesome pool home in Lakeside Park! 
Hardwood floors throughout. Formal living room, open 
kitchen and large downstairs master. Two bedrooms, 
one bath and loft on second level.

Sold

5637 golf RidgE ln 
3/3-3,006 sqft. SOLD by Beverly Brooke! Beautiful home 
tucked away on a secluded street with great privacy 
on the Timuquana Country Club golf course. This home 
has many windows providing lots of natural light and 
sweeping views of the golf course and lush landscaping.

Sold

3507 RivERSidE avE 
3/2/1-3,332 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Completely 
restored historic Avondale gem! This immaculate home 
has grand spaces, a fabulous gourmet kitchen with 
a wet bar, GE Monogram and Profile appliances, and 
beautiful granite counters and a pantry.

Sold

2525 collEgE ST 1213
1/1-655 sqft. Another John Gorrie SOLD by Lee Elmore! Now FHA financing 
approved! Call today before all of these beautiful and unique condominiums 
are sold out. Award winning restoration and renovation of a historic school 
building. Amenities include a fitness center and gated parking. Historic Tax 
credit on this condo reduces your property taxes for several years!

Sold

4349 dEmEdici avE
2/2-1,601 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Conveniently 
located to NAS Jax and downtown, this immaculate 
Venetia home has it’s own tropical oasis in the backyard 
with a beautiful salt water pool. It has nice-sized living 
spaces with family room and paneled sun room.

Sold

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

© 2015

Sold

Sold

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 
(904) 708-2423

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Alex Nelson
REALTOR®

(904) 333-6933

Sold
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904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Yes, it’s spring and buyers are out 
in swarms. Just like those carpenter 

bees I keep bumping into on your 
porches, buyers are everywhere 

and I’m busy as a, well, bee. Real 
estate is phe‑no‑me‑nal right 

now. Houses are selling as 
fast as we can list them and 
the cherry on top is that 

our sale prices reflect low 

supply and demand. Sales haven’t been 
this fast and buyers haven’t been this 
urgent since spring of 2013. My last 
two listings sold to the first buyer who 
got there. We have back up offers on 
our listings. Take note buyers ‑ the 
urgency to get to the house is real. 
Sellers ‑ price it right, stage it well and 
it’s S‑O‑L‑D. I’m not fooling, spring 
has sprung. 

If you see me at Pulp trying to 
balance out all the coffee I have to 
drink to keep pace with spring, don’t 
tell me how ragged I look. I’ll be fine 
again this summer when you all go to 
North Carolina...Do you need a Realtor 
who is a full time professional? I take 
my job seriously. Why not try me. I love 
my job because of you and your homes.

—Anne Rain

Spring has Sprung

Bus iness  Prof i le

Beacon Riverside is poised to become an iconic 
new address in northeast Florida, introducing a crisply 
updated expression of  luxury condominium living to 
the burgeoning Riverside historic district. Designed for 
an uncompromised lifestyle of  privacy, convenience and 
leisure, the community is limited to just 45 residences 
overlooking the St. Johns River, making it the area’s most 
exclusive and intimate riverfront luxury community to 
date.

A distinctive blend of  landmark architecture, innovative 
design and updated luxury, Beacon Riverside sits on 
the cutting edge of  today’s condominium architectural 
design and lifestyle technologies. Main living areas feature 
ceiling heights starting at just under ten feet accented by 
floor-to-ceiling windows. Sliding glass doors flow onto 
expansive riverfront terraces providing all residences with 
indoor-outdoor living spaces with panoramic views of  
the St. Johns River, the downtown skyline and beautiful 
San Marco across the water. The front-to-back floor plans 
offer additional dramatic views of  the tree-lined streets 
and nightlife of  the Riverside neighborhood. 

Luxurious master suites with lavish bathrooms and 
spacious walk-in closets provide intimate owner retreats. 
High-end features and finishes include world-renowned 
brands such as Sub-Zero and Wolf  appliances, Decora 
cabinetry, and Toto plumbing fixtures. A broad selection 
of  granite, stone quartzite, and quartz countertops and 
multiple flooring options highlight the refined ambiance 
of  Beacon Riverside.

Nestled directly on the riverfront, world-class amenities 
include a private lounge with open-air terrace, resort-
style pool, lounge deck and private covered dock for full 
riverfront enjoyment. Full fitness facilities include a private 
massage room, a studio for personal training, yoga and 
Pilates classes for an active and healthy lifestyle. A private 
residential suite is available to accommodate owners’ 

Beacon Riverside Introduces New Era of Luxury Tower Living

To learn more, contact Director of Sales Nicole Dana Nusraty by calling (904) 696-9200 or email nn@beaconriverside.com. More details 
can be found online at www.beaconriverside.com or by visiting the sales office at 806 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32204.

overnight guests and a day-time concierge and onsite 
property management and maintenance staffs complete a 
lifestyle unmatched in the urban Jacksonville area.

Exclusive building features include double elevator 
cores shared by only two residences per floor. Two 
secured full-size, under-building parking spaces, and a 
generous climate-controlled storage room are included 
with each residence. 

Created by HP 500, LLC, an affiliate of  Hallmark 
Partners, the fifteen-story condominium tower is ideally 
located in the heart of  Riverside, within easy walking 
distance of  the district’s flourishing cultural, retail and 
recreational offerings. “These residences set a new 
standard for luxury riverfront living in an unparalleled 
location,” notes Bryan Weber, Principal, Multi-family and 
Manager, HP 500, LLC. “Beacon Riverside is designed for 
the way people choose to live today.” 

Beacon Riverside’s 45 exclusive residences range in 
price from the $700,000s to over $2 million for exquisite 
penthouse residences and range in size from 2,400 to 
5,100 square feet of  living area.

each Beacon residence offers stunning floor-ceiling 
views of the st. Johns river, the downtown skyline 

and the riverside neighborhood

stunning architecture of 
the Beacon tower on 

the st. Johns river

Stop renting.
Start owning.
It’s easier than you think. 
The advantages of becoming a homeowner 
are numerous. And, this may be the perfect 
time for you to apply for a mortgage and get 
the home you’ve always dreamed of having. 
Bank with a Good Neighbor®. CAll me TodAy 
for more iNformATioN.

 www.ediewilliams.com



Two services offered:
8am & 10:30am family service

(nursery provided)
Breakfast in between at 9:15am

Join us for our  
Easter Service  
& Egg Hunt

Now ENrolliNg PrEschool:

Our Four star rated preschool is committed to providing high 
quality childcare with an environment conducive to preparing 

children for academic success for ages 6 weeks to five years.

St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church
4758 Shelby Avenue (between Blanding & Cassat)  

Jacksonville, FL 32210 • (904) 387-2061
Preschool (904) 381-0935
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MoVERS & SHAKERS
For most 

volunteers, 
choosing where to 
spend their time is 
often directed by 
personal or family 
reasons. Choosing 
why to give up 
valuable free time 
is another story.

For Ortega 
Forest residents 
Childress and Anne 
Lee, becoming 
associated with 
Children’s Home 
Society of Florida – where Anne has been 
a board member for three years – can 
be traced back to 1935, when Childress’ 
mother was adopted as an infant from CHS.

“His family has been involved in various 
capacities since then,” said Anne. “As a child, 
Childress has fond early memories of going 
on volunteer days to CHS with his mom.”

As to why they are involved, Anne shared, 
“We believe that, as Christians, we are 
called to serve and be a voice for those less 
fortunate. Being parents of three girls we 
feel strongly that children are a precious gift 
and they need to be protected and nurtured. 
Our daughters have enjoyed participating in 
volunteer opportunities at CHS with us.”

The couple, who are chairs of the 13th 
annual Evening of Taste fundraiser for CHS, 
encourages others to get involved with 
Children’s Home Society, through gifts of 
time or money.

“I have been extremely impressed by the 
young people and families that have been 
helped by CHS,” Anne said. “The phenomenal 
staff, who work tirelessly on behalf of the 
children, need the support of our community. 
I love our slogan, ‘No effort on behalf of 
children is ever wasted.’”

Other nonprofit organizations also benefit 
from the Lees’ inclination to get involved. 
Anne is a past chair of the St. Vincent’s 
Foundation Red Rose Ball while her 
husband is a drive coordinator for The Blood 
Alliance.

Both the Lees are natives; Childress 
graduated from The Bolles School and Anne 
from the Episcopal School of Jacksonville. 
They are active at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church and are employed by Grace & 
Company, Inc. where Anne is the president of 
the family real estate business and Childress 
is a licensed Real Estate Broker, as well as 
operations manager for the company.

Couple volunteers to protect and nurture Rachelle Miller and Taft Alexander 
recently joined Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty in 
Avondale and San Marco. 

“Being a part of the biggest name in real 
estate is an honor and will be an opportunity 
for me to assist in selling your home. By 
listing your home and working with me to 
stage your home with your existing furniture, 
current decor and/or some additional 
accessories that I will provide at no cost, I 
will help you get the maximum dollar for the 
sale of your house,” said Miller, who holds a 
degree in business marketing.

Alexander began his real estate career in 
2005 with a North Carolina company that 
specialized in high-end luxury properties. He 
is passionate about assisting investors in 
purchasing, renovating and reselling homes 
for a profit, and has a keen interest in 
helping his clients redesign interior spaces, 
kitchens and bathrooms to maximize resale 
value. Alexander holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy as well as certifications in the 
real estate and Internet marketing industries. 

Two agents join Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty

Rachelle
Miller

Taft 
Alexander

Agency wins award for 
John Gorrie campaign

Clockwork Marketing Services recently 
received top honors at the Laurel Awards, 
winning Best Ad Campaign for its original 
concept advertisements on behalf of 
The John Gorrie a condominium. The 
“My Buyer” and “My Home” advertising 
campaign is a monthly series of 
print advertisements for Realtors and 
homebuyers that has been consistently 
published for more than one year and has 
established a readership following of its 
own.

“Clockwork is proud to receive this 
award in recognition of our work on this

historic condominium. We are pleased 
to be part of its success,” said Maxine 
McBride, president, Clockwork Marketing 
Services.

Presented by the Northeast Florida 
Builders Association Sales and Marketing 

Council, the Laurel Awards recognize 
excellence in marketing, sales and design 
in the home building industry in Northeast 
Florida.

Firehouse Pool Cleaning

904-226-7775 . www.FirehousePool.com

Friendly, Honest, Reliable

Weekly service - Custom packages - Free quotes

Owned and operated by off-duty fireman
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Lee Norville now has the 
distinctive title of President Emeritus 
of the Ortega Forest Association 
having passed the torch to new 
president Bill Bell. 

After 15 years of serving, Norville 
said, “It has been a gratifying 
experience – especially when 
someone stops you to say thanks. 
We have installed surveillance 
systems; we are lucky to have some 
talented IT folks in the neighborhood 
so we do perpetual upgrades.”   

The focus of the association is 
to maintain the entrances to the 
Forest and maintain the website 
which gives out lots of community 
information, alerts residents 
to suspicious activity in the 
neighborhood and posts info about 
lost or found pets.  

Norville noted that 15 years ago he 
wasn’t looking to be the president of the 
association. 

“Funny story…the late, great Ray Bullard 
who was involved in the association, 
called and in his really deep voice said he 
and Ace Parker – then president - wanted 
me to take the job,” recounted Norville. 
“I explained that I had a business to run, 
kids still at home, lots of activities. He 
listened and said ‘Thanks for agreeing to 
do this, Lee’ and hung up. So that’s how 
that came about. I would have passed the 
torch a long time ago but didn’t want just 

anybody to take over. 
“Bill Bell will do a great job. Ortega 

Forest is a throwback to the Fifties; people 
bicycle and walk – it’s sort of a Beaver 
Cleaver neighborhood,” concluded Norville. 

During his tenure the most aggravating 
issue has been having to replace the 
walls at the entry ways where people 
have driven into them, at least four or five 
times. 

Norville said he has no spare time but 
when he manages a getaway he enjoys 
fishing in Islamorada. After many years of 
service, hopefully he will get to do more 
of that. 

Droubi’s offers coffee, sweet treats
A new King Street store specializing in 

coffee and confections is staying open ‘til 
the wee hours for those wanting a late-
night treat.

Noury Droubi says his business, called 
Droubi’s, can fulfill any sweet tooth craving 
with a variety of ice cream flavors, milk 
shakes, cookies, rice pudding, cakes or 
pies. And for those wanting some quality 
java, Droubi’s sells one of the world’s best 
coffees, Cafés Do Brasil.

In the morning Droubi can also create 
his signature Nutella fruit salad made with 
cereal, fresh fruits, ice cream, whip cream 
and chocolate and topped with Nutella.

“King Street is growing up so much. There 
are so many people here, it’s busier than 5 
Points,” he said. “People like to ride bikes here 
and walk and we are ready to serve them.”

The store, 915 King St., is open 7 a.m.-
10 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-2 a.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 8 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sundays. Call (904) 524-6770 or go on 
Facebook or Yelp for details.

Riverside agency wins award 
for Cummer branding

Wingard Creative, Riverside, received eight local ADDY® awards from the American Advertising 
Federation of Jacksonville. The big winner for the night was its rebrand campaign for the Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens. The team consisted of art directors Sean Kinberger and Ben Windsor, 
founder and chief creative officer David Wingard, senior art director Jessi Bruton, account assistant 
Brentley Stead, and web developers Adam Berry and Greg Ausum.

City Rescue Mission taps Riverside 
resident for position

Paul Stasi has joined City Rescue Mission as the Director of 
Resource Development.  Stasi, a Riverside resident, was called 
to the social service field 30 years ago and is a licensed clinical 
social worker. 

Stasi said “I believe that it is important to ensure that persons 
served are shown respect, love, compassion, grace and mercy. It 
is through displaying these characteristics that we are truly able 
to help people.”

Penny Kievet, Executive Director at City Rescue Mission is 
looking forward to the expertise Stasi brings to the Mission. 
“Paul has been a vital advocate of the homeless in NE Florida 
for many years. We are thrilled to have him join the City Rescue Mission team and look forward 
to the impact he will make to strategic partnerships and the development of funding.”

Longtime HOA president 
passes the torch

3627 St. Johns Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32205 • (904) 388-5005 A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

ElizabEth O’stEEn
RealtoR®

904.465.1706

susan dOnnEll, GRi
RealtoR®
904.994.6677

www.osteendonnell.com  •  osteendonnell@bhhsfnr.com

EnjOy summER livinG in OnE Of thEsE 
RivERfROnt hOmEs. bOatERs paRadisE with 
GREat OutdOOR spacE fOR EntERtainmEnt.

jamEs 1:17 “EvERy GOOd and pERfEct Gift is fROm abOvE.”

5117 charlemagne Road
2141 sq ft., 4 bed/4 baths

4720 Ortega forest drive
6459 sq ft., 5 bed/5 baths/3 half baths



From a simple worry line to a scar, things that happen in life are often written on 
our face, which can have a profound effect on our self-image. 

No one understands this better than the doctors who practice the delicate and 
complex art of aesthetic and reconstructive surgery every day. As members of a 
world-class academic health center, UF Health surgeons not only perform the latest 
techniques, they pioneer and teach them. 

From simple cosmetic procedures to complex reconstruction, this team of doctors 
has a depth of knowledge that helps lead to happier outcomes – and more smiles 
in the mirror.

Every face tells a story. 
We can help make sure it’s a great one.

UF HEALTH AESTHETIC AND HEAD  
& NECK SURGERY – SOUTHSIDE 

UFHealthJax.org

4203 Belfort Road  //  Suite 345
Jacksonville, FL 32216  //  904.383.1667
Find us online at facebook.com/ufaesthetic

Tirbod Fattahi, MD, DDS
Associate Professor and Chair
UF Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery

 � Botox®

 � Brow Lift

 � Face & Neck Lift

 � Facial Augmentation

 � Juvederm®

 � Rhinoplasty 

 � Skin Care
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MoVERS & SHAKERS Blow dry bar open on Herschel
Professional hair care treatment is 

available at the recently opened NVS Hair 
and Blow Dry Salon.

Owner Valerie Salameh says her salon at 
4278 Herschel St. offers a “blow dry bar” to 
its customers. For $35 customers can have 
their hair wetted and then blown dry to 
give it a freshly made look. “I love Herschel 
Street. I have been eyeing this location 
for quite some time,” said Salameh, a 
Jacksonville native.

The salon, which offers customers a 
complimentary wet bar, has stylists who 
specialize in eyebrow threading as well as 
color specialists and image consulting.

Salon hours are 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. Search 
Facebook for more information on the 
salon or call (904) 619-9935.

Bolles football coach Charles “Corky” 
Rogers has been selected to the 2015 
class of the National High School Hall of 
Fame, the first football coach in Florida to 
earn the honor. This marks the sixth Hall of 
Fame in which Rogers has been inducted 
including the FACA Hall of Fame (2002), 
Florida High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
(2005), the Gator Bowl Hall of Fame 
(2012), the Robert E. Lee High School Hall 
of Fame (2013) and the Florida Sports Hall 
of Fame (2013).  

“It’s an honor for our program and the 
guys around me,” said Rogers of the Hall of 
Fame selection. “Whatever success we have 
had is based on the assistant coaches 
who have been with me so long and the 
quality of people they are. It’s not just me. 
I’m proud of the way our kids have played. 
Being at a first rate place like Bolles and 
the support of our administration adds to it.  
It’s not something I ever started out to do, 
but you work hard day-to-day and things 
add up.”

The National High School Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony will be held Thurs., 
July 2, at the New Orleans Marriott in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. About 1,000 
individuals will be in attendance, including 
state athletic/activity association executive 
officers, staff members, board members 
and their guests.

Rogers’ career as a high school football 
coach has spanned five decades, 
producing more wins than any other coach 

in Florida with 444 through the 2014 
season. He has guided the Bolles football 
program since the 1989 season, helping 
the Bulldogs to compile the most state 
titles of any football program in Florida 
with 11. Rogers led the Bulldogs to a 
state-record 16th state final appearance in 
2014.  

Prior to Bolles, Rogers coached at 
his alma mater, Robert E. Lee High 
School, leading the Generals to playoff 
appearances in 10 straight seasons. As 
a student-athlete at Lee, Rogers played 
for the 1960 state championship football 
team and the 1961 state baseball 
championship team.

Alewife all about craft beer
Alewife Craft Beer Bottle Shop & Tasting 

Room is now open in 5 Points to give 
craft beer lovers a one-stop shopping 
opportunity.

The new venture at 1035 Park St. 
is a “new craft beer establishment 
with a concept that will complement 
Jacksonville’s thriving craft beer scene,” 
said owners Kelly Pickard and Jamie 
Burket.

Alewife gives shoppers a chance to buy, 
taste and learn about American craft beer. 
“Alewife isn’t just a store or bar; instead, 
it’s a celebration of beer, the craftsmen 
(and women) who brew it, and the drinkers 
who respect it,” the owners said. 

The store will stock more than 200 
different bottled beers, including dozens 
chilled in the unique walk-in coolers made 

from cargo ship containers, and six draft 
beers.

Visit Facebook and search for “alewife 
bottle shop” or follow it on Twitter at 
“alewife beer.”

Jamie Burket and Kelly Pickard

Coach Rogers honored with sixth 
Hall of Fame selection
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Ponte Vedra Beach
120 A1A North
904-280-9000

Jacksonville
806 Riverside Ave

904-356-7101

Top row from left: Todd Bowman, OD; James Lanier, OD  
Bottom row from left: Ellen R. Wagner, OD; Allison Webb, OD.

Look for eyewear specials each month at:
www.eyecarejax.com

Drs. Lanier, Bowman and Associates
O  p  T  O  m  E  T  R  y

1950–2015

Celebrating 65 years 
of excellence in eye care!

Nurturing new generation 
of philanthropy

Front: Brittany Duke-Anthony, WGA President Paula Liang, Delores Barr Weaver, Samantha Alves 
orender; back: Yaima Coto, Karen Estella Smith, Sabeen Perwaiz, Heather Houston, Emily o’Leary,  
Meredith Guess, Angela Grewal, Jennifer Simmons, Melissa Beaudry, Sara Bonderud and Stephanie 
Cost, DBW Fellows Coordinator. (Photo by Laird)

A dozen young women, eight of whom live 
or work in local neighborhoods, make up 
the inaugural class of Delores Barr Weaver 
Fellows and will be mentored by members 
of the Women’s Giving Alliance (WGA) to 
be informed about community issues and 
intimately involved in their solutions, through 
research, grant making and community 
engagement.  

With generous funding from the Delores 
Barr Weaver Fund and other sponsors, WGA 
offered the Fellows a special opportunity 
to become full WGA members through a 
shared financial arrangement for four years, 
in the hope that they will join on their own in 
year five. Any woman who is willing to make 
the minimum annual donation of $1500 is 
welcome to join.

“We are so pleased to introduce this pilot 
class of Delores Barr Weaver Fellows which 
encompasses such a diverse group of younger 

women,” noted WGA President Paula Liang.  
“We specifically tried to attract potential 
new members under 40 that come from a 
wide range of backgrounds, occupations, 
neighborhoods and ethnicities.”  

Each of the Fellows has been assigned 
a seasoned WGA member as a mentor. 
The 2015 Fellows and their mentors are 
Melissa Beaudry, mentor Lise Everly; Jennifer 
Simmons, mentor Heather Geraghty; 
Heather Houston, mentor Kimberly Grant; 
Emily O’Leary, mentor Martha Barrett; 
Sabeen Perwaiz, mentor Crystal Freed; 
Sara Bonderud, mentor Kimberly Mariani-
Jones; Yaima Coto, mentor Kristi Brandon; 
Samantha Alves Orender, mentor Suzanne 
Perritt; Brittany Duke-Anthony, mentor Jo 
Hoskins; Angela Grewal, mentor Mary Pietan; 
Meredith Guess, mentor Alison Korman 
Shelton, and Karen Estella Smith, mentor 
Donna Orender.

Ruth Ann Hepler joined the Jacksonville 
Regional Office of Catholic Charities, an 
agency of the Diocese of St. Augustine located 
downtown at the Providence Center, 134 E. 
Church St., as director of development.

Hepler is responsible for fundraising 
activities, volunteers, administrative and 
supervisory functions of the Development 
Office. She also serves on the Board of the 
West Council of the JaxChamber and is a 
member of the Leadership Jacksonville Class 
of 2014. She is president-elect of the San 
Marco Rotary Club.

Hepler earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Missouri—Columbia 
and a law degree from the University of Florida.

When Iva Keyworth thinks back 10 years 
ago to the opening of Gottahaveit at The 
Shoppes of Avondale, it surprises even her 
how much things have changed.

“I really can’t believe I am still here,” she 
said. “I have seen people who were here 
before me leave and I’ve seen people who 
came after me no longer here.”

Keyworth said she was “dragged into this 
business kicking and screaming” by a neighbor 
who became her business partner. She later 
bought out the partner and now can’t imagine 
what it would be like without the business, 
which sells quality jewelry, keepsakes and an 
interesting array of knickknacks.

“When we first opened we were across the street where Mojo’s is now,” she said looking out 
from her present location, 3573 St. Johns Ave. “I moved over here after my husband became ill.”

 The business gave Keyworth, formerly with an insurance company, a place to bring her 
husband while he recuperated from the aftereffects of a massive heart attack seven years ago. 
“This place has been my sanctuary,” she said.

For information, call (904) 387-2883 or search for the boutique on Facebook.

Hepler joins 
Catholic Charities 

Gottahaveit marks its 10th year



Trust the NAME that’s been 
with you for 50 years!

4194 San Juan Ave. | Jacksonville, FL 32210 | WatsonRealtyCorp.com | 904-387-3555

Lorri M. Reynolds
Managing Broker/Vice President
Watson Avondale/Ortega Office
904-612-8952 (cell)
Imreynolds@watsonrealtycorp.com

NEED A 
MEETING 

SPACE?

Our office training room is 
available at no charge for 
your HOA’s, Non-Profits, 
Charities, or Board meetings 
up to 40 people.

1880 Edgewood Ave. S.
$1,525,000

1344 Ingleside Ave.
$274,903

NEW LISTING

1061 Holly Ln.
$750,000

3943 Oak St.
$399,000

5479 Allamanda Dr.
$249,900

5046 Yacht Club Rd.
$295,000

SOLD

5875 Hyde Park Cir.
$279,000

3597 Silvery Ln.
$799,900

2857 Downing St.
$229,845

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

2651 Post St.
$415,000

NEW LISTING

5038 Eagle Point Dr.
$340,000

NEW LISTING

5046 Eagle Point Dr.
$259,900

2368 Riverside Ave.
$499,900

2981 Riverside Ave.
$850,000

2405 Ormsby Cir. W.
$369,000

2227 Herschel St.
$295,000

UNDER CONTRACT

4530 Iroquois Ave.
$273,900

1290 Menna St.
$239,900

NEW LISTING

556 Broward Rd.
$435,000

3650 Eloise St.
$279,900

UNDER CONTRACT

4300 Lakeside Dr. #3
$265,000

1523 Pershing Rd.
$229,900

1025 Oriental Gardens Rd.
$835,000

NEW LISTING

1690 Woodmere St.
$349,900

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

5722 Shorewood Rd.
$205,900

1614 S. Edgewood Ave.
$399,500

4838 Ortega Forest Dr.
$799,000

4616 Nottingham Rd.
$299,000

2810 Downing St.
$250,000

SOLD

4605 Princess Anne Ln.
$275,000

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

Hearts for giving, sneakers for comfort

Bill and 
Toni 

Hatchett

Social
Wild time had by all at annual Root Ball

Animal prints and palm fronds 
set the stage for a jungle safari 
of food, exotic drinks, and 
drumbeats from Entertainment 
and Productions at the 8th 
Annual Root Ball, celebrating the 
40th anniversary of Greenscape 
of Jacksonville. 

“The energy and excitement 
at this year’s Root Ball was the 
product of a lot of hard work 
by The Late Bloomers Garden 
Club and specifically the Chairs 
of this year’s event, Paula Skitsko, 
Marcia Simmons and Marnie 
Sprague,” said Anna Dooley, 
Greenscape executive director. 
“The jungle theme was new and 
the party was a ‘wild’ one.”

Linda Alexander with Ted and Bebe Alexander
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Hearts for giving, sneakers for comfort
The 2015 American Heart 

Association Tuxes and Tennis 
Shoes Heart Ball raised nearly 
$500,000 when it was held Mar. 
20 at the Sawgrass Marriott. 
This year’s event, chaired by 
Moody Chisholm, president 
and CEO of St. Vincent’s 
HealthCare, honored Mel 
and Debbie Gottlieb for their 
dedication to the cause. Many 
leaders from local health care 
companies turned out to support 
this year’s focus on children’s 
health and childhood obesity.

The event, which annually 
features a VIP reception, dinner, 
auction and dancing, raises 

funds for research and 
programs that help 
fulfill the mission of 
the American Heart 
Association – to build 
healthier lives, free of 
cardiovascular diseases 
and strokes.

Event Chair Moody 
Chisholm
and wife Natali with 
Jane Lanier,
president and system
chief development
officer, St. Vincent’s
HealthCare
Foundation and
her husband
Randy

Hilah and 
Ron Autrey 
with Cheryl 
Lamping

Drs. 
Samer 
Garas 

and Mark 
Mostovych

Bill and 
Toni 

Hatchett

Doug 
and 

Laura 
Baer 
with 

Bruce 
and Kay 
Johnson

Sports celebrities 
come out for annual 
cancer event

The 11th annual Tom Coughlin Jay Fund 
Wine Tasting Gala gave guests the opportunity to 
rub elbows with local sports celebrities and Tom 
Coughlin, the two-time Super Bowl winning 
coach, to support his mission to help families tackle 
childhood cancer. Coughlin, who founded the Jay 
Fund in 1996, greeted patrons as they sampled 
cuisine from 36 local restaurants and enjoyed 
world-class wines at the Wells Fargo Center on 
March 20 – all for the cause. The event has raised 
over $1.5 million in its first 10 years to help families 
in Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia with 
financial, emotional and practical support.

Aubrey and Elizabeth Edge, Paul and Adriana Renner with 
Lauren and Mike Barker

Marty and Debbie Cothern 
with Tom Coughlin

Gabi Glassman with Tom 
and Louisa Isaacs

Social
REGISTER

Wild time had by all at annual Root Ball
Animal prints and palm fronds 

set the stage for a jungle safari 
of food, exotic drinks, and 
drumbeats from Entertainment 
and Productions at the 8th 
Annual Root Ball, celebrating the 
40th anniversary of Greenscape 
of Jacksonville. 

“The energy and excitement 
at this year’s Root Ball was the 
product of a lot of hard work 
by The Late Bloomers Garden 
Club and specifically the Chairs 
of this year’s event, Paula Skitsko, 
Marcia Simmons and Marnie 
Sprague,” said Anna Dooley, 
Greenscape executive director. 
“The jungle theme was new and 
the party was a ‘wild’ one.”

Linda Alexander with Ted and Bebe Alexander
Courtenay Wilson and 

Debby Melnyk Mike and Sims Wachholz

Event Chairs Marnie 
Sprague, Paula Skitsko 
and Marcia Simmons

Melissa Tyler and 
Sharon Lucie

Alisa Abbott, Eugenia Allen, Carlos 
Mercado and Elizabeth Mayers



10863 Philips Highway, Jacksonville FL 32256  904-396-5486  OSteenVolvo.com

• Two round-trip tickets to Scandinavia
• A free first class hotel night in Gothenburg, Sweden
• Savings off the U.S. MSRP on U.S.-model Volvos
•  Complimentary home shipment services 

to O’Steen Volvo valid 
for up to 6 months.  
Want more details?

Take a vacation where the souvenir  
is part of an unforgettable experience.

PURCHASE A VOLVO,
GET A VACATION.GET A VACATION.

Purchase any new Volvo within the Volvo Overseas Delivery Program  
and you’ll discover a truly unique way to buy a car, as well as  
a truly unique way to travel around Europe. Here’s what’s included:

Taking Orders Now

Starting
at

The 2016 
XC90

$48,900
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Teeing off for Daniel kids
A full complement 

of golfers packed 
Timuquana Country 
Club for the annual 
Daniel Golf Classic in 
March. Funds raised 
from the event go 
toward a myriad of 
important programs 
offered by Daniel 
Kids Foundation, the 
state’s oldest child-
service agency.

Kip Zebroski, Ed Cooper, Dan Woods, 
Mark Kennedy

Todd Feintuch, Hampton Graham, Donnie Kincaid, 
Alex Graham

Jim Griffin, 
Phillip Lee, 
Don Wilhoite, 
Mike Parker

Jerry Bryans, Barney Thorwart, Kris Crãpo, Ken Gilbert

Foodies and fun-lovin’ folks 
filled Hemming Park on Mar. 21 
at GastroFest, which exceeded 
expectations of organizers, sponsors 
and visitors. The 11-hour event 
featured food from around the First 
Coast, expert speakers, chef demos 
and a wide variety of activities, from 
homebrew to local wine and whiskey 
tastings. 

A GastroJax Craft Cocktail Contest 
that evening focused on craft cocktails 
created using locally-sourced spirits 
and ingredients. Except for The 
Candy Apple Café at Sweet Pete’s, the 
competing establishments were all San 
Marco-based, including Bistro AIX, 
Grape & Grain Exchange, bb’s and 
Sidecar, winner of both the People’s 
Choice and the Judges awards.

Aerien Mull, Bronie and Joash 
Brunet with daughter Sadie

Karina Del Cid, 
Joanna Kurycki, 
Sara Dougherty of 
the Jax Young Voters 
Coalition took the 
opportunity to 
encourage young 
voters to get out 
and vote.

First GastroFest 
exceeds expectations

We’re Brightway Riverside, your local insurance experts.
Here's what makes us unique:

We have access to over 100 insurance carriers, which
means we can customize the policies you need at prices
you want.

Whatever your insurance need, we can meet it. Come visit
us for a free quote on your home, auto or life insurance.

Daniel Miller
Agency Owner
904-854-4555
daniel.miller@brightway.com
BrightwayInsuranceRiverside.com

Home Flood Auto Umbrella Life

Brightway Insurance Riverside
Your neighborhood insurance agency

Miller_Riverside.color.3.15:Layout 1  3/24/15  9:02 AM  Page 1

TheP Craftsmen

Expert Painters of Historical Homes
Interior & Exterior Custom Painting

904.435.3376

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777
CeCe.Cummings 
@BHHSFlorida 
NetworkRealty.com

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

904-923-5331
claire.franson 

@bhhsfnr.com 

Amazing light-filled living spaces include formal living and 
dining room, gourmet chefs eat-in kitchen, with walk in 

pantry and wet bar. Two separate staircases lead upstairs to 
3 generously sized bedrooms, including master suite, and 
bonus room. 2 additional bedrooms and bathrooms in the 
guesthouse. Enjoy the terrace and pool area with beautiful 

travertine and gorgeous landscaping.  $1,199,500

1819 Elizabeth PlacePrice Reduced, Motivated Sellers
Amazing light-filled living spaces include formal living and 
dining room, gourmet chefs eat-in kitchen, with walk in 

pantry and wet bar. Two separate staircases lead upstairs to 
3 generously sized bedrooms, including master suite, and 
bonus room. 2 additional bedrooms and bathrooms in the 
guesthouse. Enjoy the terrace and pool area with beautiful 

travertine and gorgeous landscaping.  $1,199,500

1819 Elizabeth Place
Amazing light-filled living spaces include formal living and 

dining room, gourmet chefs eat-in kitchen, with walk in 
pantry and wet bar. Two separate staircases lead upstairs 
to 3 generously sized bedrooms, including master suite, 
and bonus room. 2 additional bedrooms and bathrooms 
in the guesthouse. Enjoy the terrace and pool area with 

beautiful travertine and gorgeous landscaping. $1,139,000

4048 Herschel St. Jacksonville, FL 
904-389-6659 • rayware.com

Stop in and see our new line 
of  lighting by Hudson Valley
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The 23rd Annual Mayor’s Environmental 
Awards Luncheon was reminiscent of the 
recent Academy Awards. As “Birdman” 
award winners were called to the microphone 
numerous times, so was Avondale resident 
William Brinton, who took home three awards.

Fourteen local environmental organizations 
presented awards at the Mar. 12 event at the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens to individuals 
and groups for their outstanding contributions 
in preserving the local environment. 

Brinton received the Beauty is Good for 
Jacksonville Award from City Beautiful Jax, 
the Behind the Scenery Award from the Public 
Trust Environmental Legal Institute, and 
the grand prize, the Mayor’s Environmental 
Award for his more than 25 years of advocacy 
to eliminate visual pollution and billboards in 
the city.

Several other residents added to the 
neighborhood honors, including Richard 
Skinner, of Riverside, who received an award 
from Timucuan Trail Parks Foundation, and 
Bob Chabot, of Avondale, who was honored 
by the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. For 
his editorial columns on the environment, 
Riverside resident Ron Littlepage accepted the 
Beauty is Good for Neighborhoods Award 
from City Beautiful Jax.

San Marco residents Susan Caven accepted 
the Beauty is Good for Jacksonville Award 
on behalf of Scenic Jacksonville, and Cyndi 
Schmidt accepted the Environmental 
Protection Board’s Community/Civic award 
on behalf of the Late Bloomers Garden Club. 
Dr. Quinton White, of San Jose, received the 
Christi P. Veleta Environmental Award from 
the Environmental Protection Board.

Alicia Grant, City 
Beautiful Jax 
president, Susan 
Caven, Scenic 
Jacksonville 
president, 
Mayor Alvin 
Brown, William 
D. Brinton

Maria Mark, Timucuan Trail 
Parks Foundation executive 
director and award winner 
Richard Skinner

Award winner 
Ron Littlepage, 
Times-Union 
columnist

Tony Vecchio, 
Jacksonville Zoo 

executive director, Bob 
Chabot, director of 

horticulture and facilities

Locals sweep 
environmental Oscars

Easter on display in 
Old Ortega

Village Salon owner Janice 
Thompson has displayed an Easter tree 
every year since 1977 when she worked 
at Sally’s Salon. Many of the ornaments 
are gifts from clients so the annual 
display lets them know how much 
she appreciates those gifts. “The 
very first ornament was from 
Jo Tousey, my first standing 
customer,” said Thompson. 
Her husband Carl made the 
first tree from an old limb but 
when it finally deteriorated 
she replaced it with a 
white, pre-lit tree.

416 Ryan Ave. • Jacksonville

(904) 389-9299
touchtonplumbing.com • State Cert. #CFC056489

•  Expert Repairs & Repiping
•  Backflows Installed
•  Water Heater Service & Installation
•  TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections

•  Under Slab Leaks
•  Sewer & Drain Service
•  Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
•  Shower Pan & Tile Work

With our team of 24-hour service professionals, we can be there day 
or night to help keep your life and your faucets flowing. After all, you’ve 
got more important things to do than worry about plumbing problems!

Residential & Commerical

FREE ESTIMATES

It’s time for spring cleaning maintenance!

Any Service Call.
Valid for new service calls only.

Expires 4/30/15
$10OFF

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of  Jacksonville A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Live in the Heart of  Ortega

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

2014 Top Producer in the Avondale Office

5044 Ortega
3 bedroom/2.5 bath • $340,000

4927 Arapahoe
3 bedroom/3 bath • $365,000

Engraved gifts 
for any occasion...

• Jewelry & Keepsakes
• Firearms/Knives
• Business Card Holders
• Plaques & Frames

4206 Herschel Street
Jacksonville

904-388-1200

LICENSED FIREARMS 
DEALER

FORT SURPLUS
Personal & Home defense solutions

• HAND GUNS
• AMMUNITION 
• PEPPER SPRAY & more

We buy quality 
firearms!

4204/6 Herschel St. 32210

HOURS:
M-F 10-5
SAT 10-2

Gem Lapidary
Jewelers & Engravers
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Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

904.527.2525

www.janieboyd.com

buy with Confidence. List with Success.

The janie boyd 
Real Estate Team

Front row: Charlie Boyd, Cheryl Laucks, Janie Boyd, 
Jamie Spicer, Trey Martin. Back row: Tinnon Froehlich, 
Judy Jones Davis, Linda Strickland, Betty Thomas, 
Moody Baker, Carolyn Tatum.

4364 Galileo Ave.

Congratulations to  
Charlie boyd,  

now a broker-Associate!

$340,000
4997 Arapahoe Ave.

$399,000
4903 Apache Ave.

$169,900
2909 St Johns Ave. #20

$299,000
4520 Huntington Rd.

336 Eagle Creek Rd.

4300 Lakeside Dr. #4

$595,000
2100 Ocean Dr. #1E

$285,000

$299,000

$459,900

Beer lovers didn’t let cold 
temperatures and rain dash their 
enjoyment of the second annual 
Riverside Craft Beer Fest, which 
drew hundreds of people to the 
event under the Fuller-Warren 
Bridge. Featuring dozens of craft 
beer vendors, including local 
brewers Intuition Ale Works, 
Bold City Brewery and Aardwolf 
Brewery, food trucks and 
music, the event was sponsored 
by and benefited the Rotary 
Club of Riverside. Proceeds will be 
used for a number of projects, the 
first of which is to continue with the 
beautification of the park at John 
Stockton Elementary School. 

Sippin’ suds under the bridge
Jarrod and 

Courtney Killen

Amanda 
Johnson

Alex Johnson, Elise Johnson 
and Travis Cagle

Tradition reigns in military fashion
In keeping with the tradition of celebrating ancestry, six young women made their 

debut as Southern Belles at the 46th annual Confederate Ball. A benefit for the Museum 
of Southern History, the ball was presented by the Captain J.J. Dickison Chapter of the 
Military Order of the Star and Bars, and by the Sons of the Confederacy, and was held at 
the Florida Yacht Club on Feb. 28. Traditional military dress, ball gowns and dances such 

as the Virginia reel added to the 
authenticity of the affair. Joe B. 
Clark, Jr., chairman of the ball, 
said “The Belles, demoiselles 
and pages all seemed very 
excited to be there and in high 
spirits. Everyone seemed to 
have a wonderful time and 
we’re already looking forward 
to next year.”

Jonathan Jennings and his 
wife Peggy Harrell Jennings

Catherine Hager with her 
father David, dancing in 
traditional fashion

Doriana d’Aragona Atkinson 
with Dr. Jack Surrency

4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville, FL  32210  |  904-387-5538  |  Toll Free: 800-800-0895  |  info@ortegalanding.com  |  www.OrtegaLanding.com

If you love relaxing in boating style, you’ll love the amenities at The Marina at 
Ortega Landing. With occupancy at an all-time high, you’ll want to secure your 
slip now. Be ready to take advantage of those warm winter days with a cruise 
up or down the St. Johns, then relax by a cozy fire in our luxury clubhouse. 
Check out our specials and boater discounts. 

Visit www.OrtegaLanding.com or call us at (904) 387-5538.

Coming or going, plan to spend time at 
Jacksonville’s only resort-style marina. 
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Locally
Grown.
Community 
Driven.

nathan@fredmillergroup.com • ted@fredmillergroup.com 
Ted Miller, REALTOR®: 904.463.1731 
Nathan Miller, REALTOR®: 904.465.3001 
To view all properties for sale in our MLS,
visit FredMillerGroup.com | Office: 904.388.0000

4333 Venetia BouleVard
$1,389,000

Waterfront 4/5/1, 4428sf, professionally 
decorated, elegant master, pool, dock/lift

4974 ortega Forest driVe
$799,000
Custom French traditional 2-story on the 
Ortega River, 5/4/1, 4500sf, pool

4019 timuquana road
$1,775,000
Gorgeous Georgian 2-story on the St Johns, 
designer touches, incredible skyline views

4586 ortega island driVe
$1,895,000

Completely renovated Georgian style 3-story, 
5/4/1, 7500sf, on riverfront lot 119’x250’

A great Spring market is emerging. 
Call the Miller Brothers and be a part of it!

Antique boats a crowd-
pleaser at Yacht Club

Visitors to the Florida Yacht Club 
on March 22 had a chance to see more 
than two dozen antique boats as they 
prepared for a four-day excursion down 
the St. Johns River.

The 2015 Antique Boat St. Johns 
River Cruise was the 29th year for the 

event, which drew boats built in the 
1920s to the 1960s. Cruise participants 
expected to stop in Palatka on the first 
leg of the journey, which concluded 
in Sanford. The boats were then 
transported by trailer to Tavares for the 
Sunnyland Boat Festival on Lake Dora.

“Miss Jane,” a 
1936 Johnston 
runabout was 
named after the 
only daughter 
of Canadian 
Carman Keyes, 
who trailered the 
boat from his 
home in ontario 
to Jacksonville 
on his way south 
to Tavares for 
an antique boat 
festival.

Move-in day a wRAP just 
in time for annual tour
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Just in time for the 41st 
annual Riverside Avondale 
Preservation Tour of 
Homes, RAP staff moved 
back in to the Buckland 
House after three long 
years of office displacement 
while the historic home was 
restored.

Even as the last pieces of 
inspection paperwork were 
signed and moving boxes 
were filled, plans for the 
Tour of Homes were well 
underway. Joy Walker, four-
time chair of the event, 
said RAP headquarters will 
be part of the tour which 
includes 11 other homes 
ranging from bungalows to 
mansions.

“What a fantastic line-up 
of home we have to show 
off,” said Walker. “They 
range in age from 1909 to 
2013 and offer an immense 
variety of style, architecture 
and personality.”

Among the houses will 
be a 1913 Klutho Riverside 
prairie style mansion, an 
Avondale classic brick waterfront and a 
1913 Riverside shingle multi-use house, 
a 2014 RAP Award winner, which will be 
the site of the Designer Showcase Party on 
Apr. 23.

The Art and Craftsman Showcase is 
a historic home at 3027 St. Johns Ave., 
with artwork curated by Crystal Floyd and 
Cookie Davis. Eight craftsmen specializing 
in all aspects of historic home renovation 
will be on hand to answer questions and 
share ideas. 

Also on tour is the 2015 Outstanding 
River Friendly Yard Award winner, 2634 
Herschel St., home of Teryn and Larry 
Romaine, whose landscaping reflects plants 
that belong in the local ecosystems. The 
Romaines are members of the Ixia Chapter 

of the Florida Native Plant Society and 
help maintain Native Park in Avondale. 
The Ixia Chapter will give tours of Native 
Park, 3312 Park St., 1-4 p.m. both days of 
the Tour of Homes and will hold a plant 
sale on Sat., Apr. 25, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A three-hour narrated bike tour will 
depart City Cycle, 2740 Park St. at 
10 a.m. on Sat., Apr. 25, led by local 
historian Jeanmarie Grimsley. If you plan 
to visit the residences on the tour you will 
need to purchase ticket, but the bike tour 
is free.

The tours will be held Sat., Apr. 25, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun., Apr. 26, noon to 
5 p.m. For more information about the 
annual event or to purchase tickets for the 
tour and the Designer Showcase Party, go 
to www.riversideavondale.org.

Clockwise from 
center front: 
Heather Bailey, 
Krysten Bennett, 
Torrie Parette, 
Carmen Godwin, 
Crystal Floyd

BuildersWS
Please come see us at the

RAP Spring Tour 
of  Homes

••

Craftsman 
Showcase House

located at
3027 St. Johns Avenue 

April 25th and 26th

904.388.2883
wSbuildeRSjACkSonville.Com

“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

904.516.5973
Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More
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Artisans leave comfort zones for haiku exhibit
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

It was curiosity, pure and simple, that motivated 
Keith Marks of Riverside to challenge 17 prominent 
artisans who are not poets to write haiku.  

Issuing the cue “Story, Surprise! Surrender…,” 
Marks convinced the local craftsmen to leave their 
creative comfort zones and explore haiku as a visual/
literary art form. Their results to the prompt will be 
on display during a public art show at CoRK Studios 
West, Sat., Apr. 25, from 6-9 p.m. The show will 
honor National Poetry Month.

 “I thought it would be nice to do an exhibition 
of haikus. I was curious to see what the artists could 
come up with,” Marks said. “The idea is to take the 
written work and turn its presentation on its proverbial 
ear. By displaying haikus in a visual arts format, it 
juxtaposes our preconceived notions of words in a 
book and celebrates the poem, language, in a new 
context.”

Participating in the event will be playwright and 
NPR radio host Al Letson; muralist Shaun Thurston; 
painter/writer Jim Draper; sculptor Larry Wilson; 
paper-cut artist Hiromi Moneyhun; graphic designer 
Kedgar Volta; actor Daniel Austin; painter Steve 
Williams; writer/musician John Citrone; visual 
artist Tony Rodrigues; musician/photographer 
Lauren Fincham; painter/performance artist 
Matthew Abercrombie; actor/director Bob White; 
writer Michael Cavendish; graphic designer Karen 
Kurycki; performance artist/painter Mark Creegan; 
and actor/ director Barbara Colaciello.  

The haikus will be screen printed by George Cornwell 

of Jacksonville, who has a studio at CoRK. Each will be 
hung on wires from the ceiling allowing viewers to read 
them at their own pace. 

Signed and stamped limited-edition copies of the 
haikus will be sold in “bundles” for $200. Also available 
for sale will be limited-edition posters, designed by Volta 

and screened by Cornwell, commemorating the show. 
Wine, cheese and Japanese food will be served. 

Marks, who said he dabbles in creative writing, came 
up with the idea to ask other artists to explore haiku in 
a non-literary context after he came up with a haiku of 
his own. “I wrote a haiku and thought it was funny,” 
he said. Although normally his writing is “not for 
public consumption,” his haiku will be included in the 
show. “I guess you can say it is the haiku that started it 
all.”

 The crux of the exhibition is to bring words 
“outside of the book and outside of the journal” 
and put them on display, Marks said. By hanging the 
Japanese form of poetry from the ceiling of CoRK 
Studios West without any other form of artistic 
illustration, he hopes it will be seen in a visual arts 
context. 

Two of the artists will be writing in their native 
languages. Moneyhun will write in Japanese and Volta 
in Spanish, Marks said.

“We don’t want to do anything that takes away from 
the impact of the words. The punch is the words,” he 
said.

Abercrombie, who specializes in mixed media, 
drawing and painting, said he is excited to be part of 
the show. “Written language has always intrigued me, 
particularly foreign language, which can be seen as sort 
of a visual symbol. Asian language is beautiful visually 

as symbols and patterns,” he said, noting he has often 
wondered how haiku written in English might look 
visually to someone who reads only Japanese. 

“Haiku structure is fun to play within. Being in the 
show has reignited my interest in this art form.” 

Local residents well represented at 3rd annual One Spark

One Spark, The World’s Largest 
Crowdfunding Festival, will showcase 555 
official One Spark 2015 projects in art, 
education, health & science, music, social 
good and technology in 71 Downtown 
venues at the Apr. 7-12 festival. 

Of the 555 projects, 29 percent are based 
outside of Duval County this year, an increase 
from 23 percent last year. There are 80 
projects, representing 14 percent of the total, 
entered by creators from based in the historic 
districts, including Riverside (11), Avondale 
and Murray Hill (29), Ortega (8), San Marco 
and St. Nicholas (24) and San Jose (8).

The technology category saw the biggest 

increase, going from 88 projects entered in 
2014 to 127 technology projects entered 
this year, a 44 percent increase. There are 
10 technology projects from The Resident’s
coverage area entered in the festival, 
including a coffee reservoir filler system, a 
compact fishing cart, virtual reality eyewear, 
the repurposing of shipping containers into 
living spaces and a tube travel pillow that 
can be stuffed with clothing. 

The new social good category is 
the festival’s largest, with 134 projects 
entered, of which there are 19 from the 
immediate neighborhoods. Some of those 
projects from residents include eradicating 
hunger (Hunger Fight), empowering 
young women through sports (The 

Locker Room), and rehabbing distressed 
properties (Rebuild Jax).

Not surprising, music and art represent 
the highest projects as a percent of category 
from creators in The Resident’s readership, 
with nearly 22 percent in music and 18 
percent in art. 

Local creators have a respectable 15 
percent in the education category, including 
the opening of a school for children with 
autism, angelman syndrome and related 
conditions; a program to integrate arts 
into public schools; equipment for a 
hands-on teaching studio (Eco Relics) 
the development of a female action hero 
(HeroMe), and expansion of DLC Nurse 
& Learn for a shared therapy program.

The smallest category, health & 
science, still garnered eight projects (also 
representing 15 percent of that category’s 
total) from local creators. Fitness (Zoom), 
food (Ready Fresh Foods, Olive My Pickle), 
and health (Sandtray Therapy, Telephone 
Nurse Advice App, and Children’s Mental 
Health Research) were some of the projects 
competing for funding.

One Spark 2015 creator projects have 
the opportunity to showcase in front of 
and receive immediate market feedback 
and validation from 265,000-plus expected 
attendees. Projects will be competing for 
$350,000 in crowdfunding and awards, 
direct contributions from attendees and 
$3.5 million in potential capital investment.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of  Jacksonville

3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

3554 Richmond Street
Elegant Waterfront Living in the Heart of Avondale

Offered at $1,900,000

Featured on this year’s RAP Spring Tour of Homes, April 25-26

2014 Top Producer in the Avondale Office

Need some  
last minute sides for your

EastEr FEast?
Spend more time with the family 

and we’ll take care of all your 
side dishes and desserts.

Drawings of Your Home
by Ann Lynch

904-312-3245
❁  Customized graphite drawings of your home
❁  Makes a great gift
❁  Homes, Churches & Businesses
❁  Approximate Size 8 × 10
❁  Personalized Notecards Available

Cornwell in 
his CoRK 

studio



Joint replacement 
expertise means 
more backyard 
touchdowns.

We’re one of the nation’s leading joint 
replacement programs and get more knee 
patients back in the game than any other 
health system in North Florida.  Learn more 
at jaxhealth.com/ortholeaders.
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Francine Castillo, Volunteer Specialist,  
FCastillo@agingtrue.org, 904.807.1239

www.AgingTrue.org
Like us on Facebook.com/AgingTrue and follow us on Twitter @AgingTrue

•  These stipend positions 
provide assistance to adults 
with physical, emotional, or 
mental health limitations, 
most of whom are elderly, 
and Senior Companions 
help them retain their dignity 
and independence. The 
Respite for Elders Living in 
Everyday families (R.E.L.I.E.F.) 
program provides family 
caregivers with a much-
needed break in their day 
for short amounts of time.

•   Join us at our Bayside 
office, 4250 Lakeside 
Drive, on April 10th 
from 10:00AM - 1:00PM 
to learn how you can 
get involved!

Aging True 
Recruitment Event!
Are you interested in helping to serve seniors 

in your community? Aging True has openings for 
Senior Companions (55 and older) and RELIEF 

participants (18 and older)!

RSVP by Monday, April 6th to Francine Castillo

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

Patti Golden

Patricia Kirkpatrick Golden, 76, was lovingly 
raised by her maternal grandmother Annie 
Meredith at 2743 College Street, a two-story 
home near the intersection with King Street. 
They had moved to Jacksonville from Macon, 
GA in 1953 when her grandfather died, 
because Annie always wanted to live in the “big 
city” of Jacksonville and she had relatives here. 
Golden was in the tenth grade and remembers 
the aroma of delicious donuts from the Dixie 
Creme Donut Shop and the equally irresistible 
smell of Ezell’s Bar-B-Cue.

“My ‘Mama’ Annie was a spitfire with a 
memory like an elephant,” Golden said. “Her 
sister, my Aunt Jennie Reid and my cousins 
lived here. On visits to Jacksonville we rode 
the bus from Jennie’s home in Springfield 
downtown to catch another bus to Jacksonville 
Beach. It was a long ride, but I was with my 
cousins and we were so excited to see the 
boardwalk, wooden roller coaster and all 
the rides. Restaurants and shops opened to 
the ocean...you could sit down and watch 
the waves, or stand at a counter and eat. 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, French fries all tasted 
like the best food you ever had, just because we 
were at the beach. Annie looked for a house in 
Springfield but couldn’t find what she wanted. 
Then she found the perfect home on College 
Street with enough space for my aunt and 
cousins to move in with us.”

Golden has fond memories of Avondale, 
Murray Hill and Downtown, especially of 
working in all the movie theatres. Her first job 
was as a Murray Hill Theatre cashier, thrilled to 
be making 60 cents an hour. She remembers 
no violence and no foul language in the movies. 
Her fondest memory is of Saturday mornings 
when parents dropped off their children at 9:30 
a.m. to buy tickets for the Kiddy Matinees.

“Kids would line up way out the door for 
children’s movies and cartoons. The tickets 
only cost 15 or 20 cents...ushers constantly 
roamed the aisles watching the children. It was 
practically a daycare service and parents could 
run errands or grocery shop while their children 
watched movies from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 
Saturday,” she said.

Golden also worked as cashier Downtown 
at the Arcade Theatre on West Adams Street 
across from the Hotel Roosevelt (now The 
Carling apartments). She remembers that the 
Arcade had dual entrances and box offices on 
Adams and Forsyth Streets connected by an 
Arcade hall. 

As a high school senior Golden, 17, returned 
to her cashier job at Murray Hill Theatre, closer 
to home. It was owned then by Cecil Cohen, 
who would become her future father-in-law. In 
June 1956 she graduated from Bishop Kenny 
High School, which didn’t require uniforms, 
which she liked.

“As a non-Catholic attending Bishop Kenny, 
my friends thought they would outsmart 
the nuns by always using me to ask religious 

questions which were 
sure to trigger a long, 
drawn out explanation...
effectively ending class 
for them,” she said. 
Golden is a member of 
Evangel Temple.

Golden remembers 
riding the city bus 
to and from Bishop 
Kenny and getting 
off on Edgewood 
Avenue to sit and do 
her homework in a cafe 
across the street from 
Murray Hill Theatre. 
The management 
allowed her to stay there 
until she left for work at 
the theatre at 4:30 p.m. 
She began selling movie 
tickets at 5 p.m.

“They were so nice 
to me. I was there 
every day and always 
had a Coke while I did 
homework. They sold mouth-watering donuts 
baked in the back of their kitchen. Right next to 
the theatre was Hoke Harris Shoe Store, a dime 
store and a realty office. Edgewood Theatre used 
to sit on the corner of Edgewood Avenue and 
Plymouth Street where Jones College is now,” 
she recalled.

After graduation from Bishop Kenny, 
Golden married David Cohen, now deceased, 
in November that year. The couple had four 
children. One daughter died in infancy. The 
couple moved to a Murray Hill cottage-style 
bungalow with three bedrooms, hardwood 
floors and a perfect small yard, convenient to 
everything.

Over the passing years, Golden divorced, 
remarried and bought another Murray 
Hill cottage close to her home, where her 
grandmother Annie could live near her until she 
died in 1982. After her grandmother’s death, 
Golden had repairs done on the second cottage 
and workers found the date 1942 imprinted 
underneath the toilet seat. That is when she 
believes both of her cottages must have been 
constructed.

Golden loves Murray Hill and says it is 
because of the “good ole’ hardworking” 
people who live there. She spends most of 
her free time with her family which includes 
four grandchildren and one great grandson. 
Holidays are spent together, especially 
Christmas which is a treasured time of year.

“Usually about 23 of us gather at my home 
for breakfast and read the Bible story before 
we open gifts. Then it’s lunch time and we 
visit until everyone conks out for a nap. They 
may leave to go visit other relatives, but they’re 
always back in the evening for leftovers!” she 
said.

WayWereThe we

1956 
Bishop 
Kenny 
Senior 
photo

1962 Patti and 
David Cohen

David Cohen and 
Patti Kirkpatrick 
at the front door 
of the Murray Hill 
Theatre

Provided by,

Document Shredding

The UPS Stores are independently owned and oper-
ated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., an 
indirect subsidiary of United Parcel Service of 
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and 
hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright 
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 41018560407

Get Your Shred On!
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1/2 pound minimum

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
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Church membership longevity recognized
More than 80 long-time members of 

Riverside Presbyterian Church, established 
in 1911, were recognized on Sunday, Mar. 
1, for at least five decades of membership 
by youth confirmation, letter of transfer, 
affirmation or re-affirmation of faith. 

The ‘stars’ of the congregation received 
a special pin and certificate and a group 
portrait was taken to commemorate 
the occasion. Two members, Eleanor 
Mahoney and Betty Ulmer, have been at 
RPC for 80 years or more; seven members 
were recognized for 70+ years (Mary Ann 
Bryan, Jack Hazard, Ralph Hoyt, Murray 
Jenks, Ella Jones, Myra Pattishall and Dick 
Schwalbe), 27 members for 60+ years, and 
48 members for 50+ years.

Margaret Day Julian, Jan Andrews, Betsy Dunlap 
(all 50+)

Dan and Blanche Coffman (both 50+) with Clayton 
Riley (60+)

Mary Coxe (50+) and her mother, 
Mary Cousar (60+)

Marcy Moody (50+), 
Raymond Mason, 
Minerva Mason 
(60+), Tom Moody

Shirley Ballowe 
(60+), Winkie Booher 

(50+), Ella Jones 
(70+), Judy Gabel 

(50+)

One woman’s junk another’s treasure
Joyce Waddle, 
Betsy Wilson, 

Gail Brent, 
Janis Polsenski, 
members of the 
Alyssum Circle, 

at the annual 
Garden Club 

of Jacksonville 
Flea Market, 

held Feb. 28. 
The turn-out 

was tremendous 
and many items 

had been sold 
within the first 
several hours.
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Join us every Thursday in April, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

In Memoriam
Ben’h Usry – October 27, 1940 – March 2, 2015

World renowned artist and Riverside 
resident Ben’h Usry grew up in 
Aiken, S.C., and, at age 20, moved to 
Jacksonville, as he once put it, “on my 
way to New York.” 

Although he never made it to the 
Big Apple to live full-time, Usry’s art is 
most assuredly in resident there. 

Usry’s works are represented 
in private and over 500 corporate 
collections, museums and galleries 
worldwide. Ken Stutes remarked about 
the late artist, “He is one of a handful 
of Florida artists listed on AskART.com, 
a service which tracks selected artists’ 
works. Because of this distinction, 
Ben’h’s work can be auctioned at both 
Christie’s and Sotheby’s. His name is 
known to artists, gallery directors, and 
curators everywhere. He was special, 
sincere, kind, a very unique soul.”

Long-time friend and artist Leigh 
Murphy commented, “He was so 
generous with his critique, so sincere 
and accurate, so respected, after all, 
he’d been there, done that.” Fellow 
artist Cookie Davis reflected, “He was 
one friendly man – really charming – he 
inspired people and was so generous 
with artistic information.” 

 His South Carolina family and his 
Jacksonville friends held simultaneous 
Celebrations of Life on Mar. 14. 
Attendees in Jacksonville agreed that 
this people magnet’s engaging manner 

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

invited folks to open up to him; his 
helpful but sometimes blunt advice, 
whether about art or life situations, was 
“spot on.” In an interview with Usry 
last year, the artist said, “Being honest 
may not get you many friends but it will 
get you the right ones!” 

Joseph Moore, one of Usry’s 
Riverside Starbuck’s gang, said, “His 
smile could light a million suns and 
his elegance showed proof of a real 
gentleman. He was one of the most 
beautiful souls the world has ever 
known.”  

Usry’s works include collages, minimalist images, abstractions, drawings, paintings and lithographs

Older by years than his siblings, sister 
Kathy Baxter remarked, with a South 
Carolina lilt and a laugh very similar to 
Usry’s, that sadly she has few childhood 
memories of him. “He left home, went 
in the service and moved to Jacksonville 
while I was still a child but he always 
came for family reunions with us; we 
were all together then.” 

About the unusual name Ben’h? ” I 
always heard that Daddy named him 
after a friend from World War II,” 
Baxter said. 
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Largest graduating class ever
Lee High School Class of 1965 to reunite
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Just under 50 percent of the seniors 
who graduated from Robert E. Lee High 
School in 1965 will get together this 
month to reminisce about Then and share 
about Now.

“We have about 300 [registered] as of 
today and expect to have approximately 
330-350 in attendance,” said Robert Fore, 
reunion event chair. “We were the largest 
class of baby boomers in history with 
721.”

Dr. Fore, professor and associate dean 
for academic affairs at the University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine, won’t be 
the only alumnus coming from out of state 
for the 50th anniversary reunion on Apr. 
25 at the Deerwood Country Club.

“Our class is scattered across the globe. 
We don’t even know where everyone is,” 
Fore noted. “We have classmates coming 
from 16 states plus England!”

Unfortunately, Fore also said it was 
impossible to know how many have died, 
stating that just since the reunion plans 
began, four or five dear friends passed 
away.

Three of the 1965 grads who still live in 
Jacksonville shared a few memories prior 
to the reunion.

Kent Schmidt, who currently lives in 
San Marco, grew up in Ortega Forest 
and said he has three memorable events 
from that time. “November 22, 1963, 
we were going to have a pep rally for a 
football game and had the entire school 
meet on the football field for the death 
of JFK,” said Schmidt. “In 1964 playing 
quarterback for the State championship 
in football in the Orange Bowl in Miami. 
In 1965, graduation, my father gave the 
commencement speech to my class, the 
largest graduating class in Lee history.”

Schmidt also recalls hanging out at 
the Penny Burger after school when 
not participating in fall football practice 
and spring golf practice. He also, sadly, 
remembers classmates who are gone. “To 
all our classmates who gave their life in 

Vietnam then and even 
now,” said Schmidt. “RIP, 
Jack Dixon.”

Pamela Gooch Miller 
lived off McDuff Avenue 
and was able to walk to 
school – at least until her 
boyfriend got his first car 
and then in her senior 
year she had her own 
’57 Chevy but, as she 
put it, “nothing hot 
like the boys were 
driving!”

After school, 
Miller and her 
friends would hang 
out in the park on 
Green Street or 
at her home, and 
enjoyed going to 
the Murray Hill 
Theatre or the 
drive-in on Normandy 
Boulevard on weekends 
with boyfriend Donald 
Miller (Class of 1964).  
They were married for 35 
years when he passed away 
in 2000.

Her fondest memory 
was “walking the halls 
between classes and falling 
in love with Donald, my 
soulmate – the man I 
would marry after graduation,” Miller 
shared. She lost touch with Vicki Godsey, 
her best friend, and hopes that if she 
sees the story she will look Miller up on 
Facebook.

One classmate coming from someplace 
other than Jacksonville is Margaret 
Stradley Marquis, who is pastor at Ocoee 
(Fla.) Christian Church. A former teacher 
for 35 years, Marquis has fond memories 
of her own Lee High School teachers, 
including English teacher Lucy Coale, 
who lived at the Beaches and rode the bus 
to and from Lee every day for decades; 
Kathleen Vinson, an English teacher who 

forbade the use of the word “very” as 
imprecise and sloppy writing; Dorothy 
Thomas, a chemistry teacher who claimed 
to have dropped Marquis’ father out of 
a chinaberry tree when he was an infant; 
and Frances Lyon, a strict and demanding 
math teacher who became a close friend.

Marquis, who grew up in Murray 
Hill and took a public bus to school, 
remembers the annual Thanksgiving Lee-
Jackson football game. “It was a tradition 
for decades, over a period of three, maybe 
four, generations,” she recalled, “dressing 
up for the game and the family dinners 
planned to work around it.”

50th Anniversary of 
Robert E. Lee High 
School Class of 1965
Sat., Apr. 25, 6:30-11:30 p.m., Deerwood 
Country Club, 10239 Golf Club Dr.
The event will include a moving video, 
“Remembering Lee,” as well as hundreds 
of photos projected throughout the night 
of classmates’ lives since graduation. 
Members from the Classes of 1963 to 
1967 are also invited. Limited seating. 
For information and to register, go to 
www.powderblue2015.com

“a celebration of a life well lived”

808 Margaret Street • Jacksonville, Florida 32204
(904) 683-9288 • www.nauglefuneral.com

DeLuxe 
Cleaners

You wear 
our reputation.

• Wash & Fold
• Shoe Repair
• Alterations
• Rug Cleaning
•  Wedding Gown 

Preservation

Ask About Free 
Pick-Up & Delivery 
Service from Your 
Home or Office!

Three 
Neighborhood 

Locations:
4312 Herschel St.
1268 McDuff Ave.

2255 Oak St.

387-0415
Must present coupon 
with in-coming order.

Offer Expires 
April 30th, 2015

Your Next 
Purchase!
With this coupon

Maundy Thursday 
April 2nd @ 7pm 

at Tru-Way Church of the Risen Christ

Good Friday 
April 3rd @ 7pm 

at St Johns Presbyterian

EasTEr sunrisE sErvicE 
April 5th @ 6:30am 
at Stockton Park

EasTEr sErvicEs 
April 5th @ 9am & 11am 

at St Johns Presbyterian Church

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax

www.sjpcjax.org

Celebrate Easter at
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