
PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
STUART FL

PERMIT NO 785

IN HOMES BY AUGUST 5TH, 2015

While many children enjoy the 
variety of local camps throughout the 
summer, Kat Enoch of San Marco and 
her cousins Chloe and Stella Shaw of 
San Jose took to the mountains.

“We live in open air cabins at 
Keystone Camp in Brevard, North 
Carolina and awake to a morning bell 
and crisp mountain air,” said Enoch. 
“After flag raising and breakfast, it’s 
off to morning activities.”

Her favorite activities include rock 
climbing, horseback riding, tennis 
and swimming.

“I also get to meet new friends from 
Around the world. This is definitely 
the best summer vacation ever and I 
can’t wait ‘til next year!” Enoch said.
 Read more camp news, page 36
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The downtown museum procured 
a colorful, eye-catching installation 
for its latest opening. Patrons got a 
sneak peek of the exhibit along with 
a presentation in the theatre July 17. 
Read more, page 20

Parry family 
crowned twice 
at kingfish 
tournaments

Empire Point resident Ken Parry won the 
Ancient City Game Fish Association’s 20th 
Annual Kingfish Challenge at Camachee 
Cove Yacht Harbor in St Augustine last 
month. Parry’s team, Bottoms Up, caught 
a 77.6-pound kingfish, over eight pounds 
heavier than the second place contestant, 
for which they took home a $10,000 cash 
prize. The association began in 1958 and 
has about 130 members, with fishing 

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

After nearly three years of town meetings, 
discussions between residents and city 
officials as well as a grassroots effort by 
neighborhood volunteers, frustrated 
residents are finally getting satisfaction: The 
speed limit on River Road is now 20 mph.

After petitioning homeowners door-to-
door, something tangible has been done 
to calm the “dangerous” speeding traffic in 
front of their homes. 

“People are very excited they are 
finally making progress after a few 
years of working on this,” said District 
5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer, adding 
that she spoke with several River Road 

Chloe and Stella Shaw, left, and Kat Enoch  
at Keystone Camp

AT A GLANCE

Blaine and Reid 
Parry, Max Carr 

with Blaine’s 
prize-winning 

kingfish.

Community festival a 
successful event

Over 3,000 toys collected 
during fourth annual drive

Sam and Emily Albert with son Brooks were 
among hundreds of residents who enjoyed 

the first monthly San Marco Nights. 
Read More, page 23

Megan Kilis and Vicky Lane, co-founders 
of Jacksonville Moms’ Blog, with Surfin’ 

Santa during Christmas in July at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

tournaments nearly every month.
Parry’s youngest son Blaine,10, won the 

35th annual Greater Jacksonville Kingfish 
Tournament’s Junior Angler competition 
with a 28-pound kingfish. Blaine’s cousin 

Sophia Parry, 11, hauled in a 20.6 pound 
kingfish. At the end, Blaine edged out 
John Cissel, whose 25.1-pound fish was 
considered the winner for most of the 
day; 66 fish were weighed.

Traffic calming measures on River Road finally addressed

New speed limit signs 
installed after push 
from residents

Continued on page 9 >>>
Danny Williams and Gary LaFrance, both traffic engineers with the city Public Works Department, get ready 
to install a 20 mph speed limit sign along River Road July 28.
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Custom  Building - Remodeling
Celebrating 53 Years 

as Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom 

Builder & Remodeler CBC026189

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!

Magnificent 
River Views
$1,300,000

Close to everything in 
historic Riverside, this corner 

unit features 3,000+ sf, 
3 Br, 3.5 Ba, a library/office, 

neighborhood and riverfront 
terraces offering gorgeous 

panoramic views.

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670, POnte Vedra BeaCh, Fl 32082
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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San Marco Boulevard was closed for 
four days in early July to allow Florida 
East Coast Railway to replace a section of 
track at the crossing between Prudential 
Drive and Gary Street.

The railway replaced the tracks from 
7 a.m. July 6 to 5 p.m. July 9 as part of 
its routine maintenance program to 
ensure that the tracks and ties are well 
anchored and don’t sway from side to 
side due to hard wear from thousands 
of cars driving over them each day, said 
Bob Ledoux, a senior vice president of 
FEC Railway. 

Approximately 600 railroad crossings 
between Jacksonville and Miami are 
inspected annually. Nearly 10 percent 
require a section of track be replaced in 
order to prevent a derailment, Ledoux said.

The San Marco Boulevard crossing 
was the third train crossing in San 
Marco to be replaced this summer. 
During the third week of June, the 
railway replaced the tracks over Atlantic 
Boulevard near Arcadia Place and Perry 
Place. From June 28 through July 1 
Hendricks Avenue was closed just south 
of Nira Street for work on the tracks.

San Marco railroad crossing closed for routine maintenance

A CSX train blows through the railroad crossing on San Marco Boulevard causing maintenance work to stop temporarily on July 6.

Workmen remove asphalt between the tracks 
as part of routine maintenance work on the San 
Marco railroad crossing. The crossing was closed 
for four days from July 6 through July 9.



904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Summer is here but this heat isn’t slowing down 
real estate sales. I’ve had calls from California, 

Texas, Missouri, Virginia and West Florida 
lately. People are on the move. This summer 

seems busier than last with out of towners 
coming in from everywhere. And why not? 

Our job market is solid and our amenities 
are desirable. Have you been out to 

Jacksonville Beach lately? You wouldn’t 
recognize it. In with the new, out with 

the old. 

 How great is the development in Brooklyn ?! 
What a huge step towards developing our urban core. 
It will be the heartbeat that links us to downtown. 
Now is finally the right time to reinvent downtown in 
a way that pulls in tourism dollars to our City. One 
of Jacksonville’s greatest assets is the St. Johns River, 
and having a vibrant downtown where people want to 
live and play will help resolve our budget shortfalls. 
Allow tourism to fund new school buildings,   new 
drainage systems and new bridges and overpasses in 
Duval County. 

I’m a cup half full kind of person - seeing the good in 
everything. The good I see right now makes me overjoyed 
that I call this place home. I see industry, art, music, 
breweries, farmer’s markets, people, houses, military, 
medical and so much more. Underneath all this maturity 
Jacksonville is experiencing, I pound the pavement daily 
selling homes. If I can contribute to the beautification of 
my hometown one house at a time, I’m all in. Remember, 
if you need a good Realtor, why not call me? I love what I 
do because of you and your beautiful homes.

—Anne Rain

I’m All In
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

There is still time for local pedestrians 
and bicyclists to share concerns with a 
consulting firm hired by the North Florida 
Transportation Planning Organization 
to study bicycling and walking routes in 
Riverside and San Marco. The last day 
public comment will be accepted is Friday, 
August 7, said Marci Larson, Public Affairs 
Manager of the North Florida TPO.

The deadline comes a month after a 
public meeting July 8 at TPO headquarters 
in San Marco, where consultants shared 
preliminary findings about their study 
to make Jacksonville a safer city for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. The day before 
the deadline, Thursday, August 6, the 
consultants will share their final report 
with the city’s Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee. The BPAC meeting will be 
held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Ed Ball 
Training Room at City Hall. 

During the July 8 meeting, Theodore 
Petritsch and Christopher Fellerhoff 
of the Sprinkle Consulting Group and 
Het Patil of Reynolds, Smith and Hills 
Consultants presented an overview 
of their yearlong study. The meeting 
consisted of Petritsch sharing maps, 
which charted safer bike routes through 
Riverside and San Marco as well as areas 
where the consultants have proposed to 
add different facilities to the roadways to 
make travel safer for cyclists. 

There was also a map charting frequent 
bicycle and pedestrian travel routes, which 
were gleaned from public comments 
shared with the consultants during 
the past year. Petritsch said the group 
had considered all of the 3,000 public 
comments it had received and noted that 
he and the other consultants spent “three 
or four days on their bicycles riding the 
various routes.”

The scope of the “wayfinding” project 
was to identify the safest available network 
of current streets bicyclists and pedestrians 
can travel to reach shopping areas and 
popular destinations such as parks, 
community centers and other points of 
interest in San Marco and Riverside, said 
Fellerhoff. The study did not include St. 

Communication needed in bike-pedestrian study
Deadline for public 
comment nears

Theodore Petritsch of Sprinkle Consulting discusses maps of the walking and 
bicycling routes in Riverside and San Marco during the TPO meeting July 8 in 
San Marco.

Nicholas, San Jose or Downtown. The 
group was seeking to find routes on lower 
volume streets, which might provide safer 
ways to get to these “ports of call,” he said.

 “The purpose of this project is to 
identify the best opportunities within the 
existing conditions,” Fellerhoff said. To do 
this, the group identified locations where 
better signage and road markings might 
be used increase motorists’ awareness 
of the need to coexist with cyclists and 
pedestrians who are forced to share roads 
in congested areas.

Pedestrians neglected in study

After the meeting, San Marco 
Preservation Society President Andrew 
Dickson said he was encouraged by what 
he heard but still had some reservations 
about what was reported. 

“With the San Jose Boulevard/Hendricks 
Avenue repaving due to start in a year 
or two, it was great to see bike lanes 
recommended between University and 
Atlantic Boulevards. That would create a 
continuous bike path from the Southbank 
to Baymeadows Road,” he said. “The 
presentation all but ignored pedestrian 
improvements and safety. We were 
expecting the same level of detail for the 
pedestrian layer as for the bicycle layer and 
did not find much evidence of it,” he said.

Also during the meeting there was 

no mention of a proposed Florida 
Department of Transportation plan, 
which has been discussed by city officials, 
to connect the upcoming Fuller Warren 
Bridge multi-use path with Childrens Way 
via the Nemours’ hospital bulkhead. The 
suggested access route in the consultants’ 
plan would have cyclists and pedestrians 
exit the bridge at the more dangerous 
intersection with Palm Avenue.

“San Marco Preservation Society has 
requested enhanced pedestrian safety at 
the intersections with the I-95 on and off 
ramps,” Dickson said. “These are the most 
intense and dangerous intersections in San 
Marco and to dump bikes and pedestrians 
in their paths would be disastrous.”

Prior to the July 8 meeting, District 
5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer told The 
Resident the city has been in talks with 
Nemours to secure an easement along 
the St. Johns River bulkhead behind 
the hospital. She said one idea being 
discussed is to eventually build a bike-
pedestrian loop through north San Marco 
connecting the Southbank Riverwalk, the 
proposed “Healthy Town” development 
and the Fuller Warren Bridge by 
funneling bike and walking traffic along 
Childrens Way and Nira Street.

“The current FDOT memorandum 
maintains a connection of the shared use 
path to Childrens Way via the Nemours 
hospital waterfront,” Dickson said. “The 

city must secure an easement for this 
to be possible. Nemours is agreeable in 
principle, and is discussing the idea with 
its board,” Dickson said.

 Aware of this proposed alternative, 
Dickson expressed concern at a lack 
of communication between the TPO 
consultants and FDOT and the city. 
“Public works and FDOT have been 
dealing with Riverside and San Marco 
independently so it has been hard to get 
an overview of the whole project with all 
stakeholders at the same table,” Dickson 
said. “SMPS has reached out to both 
agencies and our emails and phone calls 
have not been returned. San Marco needs 
a place at the table,” he said. 

Dickson stated that the preservation 
society would like to see several 
recommendations added to the TPO 
consultant’s report including: crosswalks at 
schools, bars and restaurants or anywhere 
“people need to cross streets safely, whether 
there is a crossing or not”; additional 
sidewalks along busy streets where no 
accommodation for pedestrians has been 
made and where sidewalks are incomplete, 
and a marked walking loop connecting the 
parks and public spaces of San Marco.

To view the maps accompanying the 
study, visit www.residentnews.net. To 
make a public comment about the plan, 
contact comments@northfloridatpo.com 
by August 7. 

The bulkhead area behind Nemours may serve as a safer exit route once the 
multi-use path off the Fuller Warren Bridge is built. This route would channel 
pedestrians and cyclists to the less congested Childrens Way instead of the 
more dangerous intersection at Palm Avenue.
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Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, gri
Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com

Each office independently owned and operated.

“Expect The Best”

We will be serving a ‘Very Special Three Course Prix Fixe Menu’ 
Priced at only $35 Per Person

‘DINE UP WINE CELLAR’

1314 Prudential Drive 
904.398.8989 

www.WineCellarJax.com

Although Eat Up Downtown will not be featured this August 
we invite you to ‘Dine up Wine Cellar’

Wine Cellar’s two new chefs, Chester Read and Jeanne Pettijohn 
along with long standing chef, Debra Hines 

will be showing you some of their best.

Check out our website to view the menu.

Served Monday, August 10th through Saturday, August 22nd  
(excluding Sunday)

TheP Craftsmen

Expert Painters of Historical Homes
Interior & Exterior Custom Painting

904.435.3377

Edgewood EleganceSelling

Lion’s
theShare

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

The Legends of Real Estate
8777 San Jose Blvd., #903
(904) 708.3173

 

Dee Benson
RealtoR®

deebenson214@gmail.com

A rare opportunity to own one 
of Jacksonville’s magnificent 
and significantly historic 
riverfront homes. The recipient 
of two coveted awards, Best 
Rehabilitation of the Year 
from Jacksonville Historic 
Preservation Commission and 
the Phoenix Award presented 
by the Northeast Florida 
Builders Association.
Reduced to $2,590,000.NEw PricE
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Although it may not be evident to anyone 
driving past the property on Atlantic 
Boulevard, the construction process is 
continuing move forward to bring a new 
Daily’s gas station to San Marco.

“First Coast Energy continues to 
complete permitting for our new Daily’s 
location in eastern San Marco,” said 
Andrew Keith Daw, spokesman for First 
Coast Energy. “We hope to be setting 
construction dates in the very near 
future.” Daw also said, although nothing 
specific has been announced, he expects 
construction will commence before the 
end of the year.

So far the company has succeeded 
in clearing the property. Plans for the 
location include eight double-sided 
multi-product Shell gasoline dispensers, 
two double-sided diesel fuel dispensers 
and a freestanding car wash. The planned 
5,000-square-foot convenience store will 
include a Daily’s Dash fast-casual food 
operation serving breakfast, made-to-
order coffee and specialty drinks as 
well as sandwiches and salads. A small 
covered eating area will be available along 
Atlantic Boulevard and 20 onsite parking 
spaces are planned. 

Daily’s construction 
process slow but steady
Company labors to complete permitting process

A Daily’s gas station is planned for this property on Atlantic Boulevard

A rendering of the proposed Daily’s 
property at 1915 Atlantic Boulevard

First Coast Energy paid $1.6 million for 
four parcels totaling more than an acre 
and had the area rezoned. The store will 
include an Atlantic Boulevard address, but 
will be situated perpendicular to the road. 
Access to the station will be available from 
Atlantic Boulevard, Farragut Place and 
Olevia Street and will be easily accessible 
to drivers exiting I-95 once the Overland 
Bridge project is finished. 



904•398•6442
1950 San Marco Blvd.,  Sui te 5 

Jacksonvi l le,  FL 32207
www.defini t ionf i tness.com

•  $0 Monthly 
Membership Fee

•  Competitive Group, 
Pair and Single Rates 
by hour or ½ hour

•  Great Package Deals
•  San Marco’s only 

Spinning Studio
• Massage

4048 Herschel Street, 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

rayware.com

904.389.6659

Monday–Friday 
8 am–5 pm

HARDWARE

Pristine 
Beauclerc 
riverfront 
home

charm and 
character in 

san marco

fenced Back yard and wood deck
3 Bedrooms / 1.5 Baths / 1,696 sq. ft.

$261,000

Bring your 
Boat and 
Builder

gated, community dock, Private Boat sliP
lot 3: 84 x 106 x 85 x 104 $250,000
lot 4: 35 x 104 x 93 x 85 $275,000

san Jose 
Perfection

uPdated, large sPacious Backyard, wood deck
3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths / 2080 sq. ft.

$320,000

Pool & sPa, dock with Boat lift
4 Bedrooms / 4 Baths / 3998 sq. ft.

$1,575,000

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

mandarin riverfront 
Paradise (gated)

Pool & SPa, Dock with multiPle covereD liftS
6 Bedrooms / 4 Bathrooms / 2 Half Baths / 6381 sq. ft.

$2,675,000

gated riverfront estate 
in san Jose

243' river frontage, covereD Pool & SPa, Dock
6 Bedrooms / 8 Bathrooms / 2 Half Baths / 14,455 sq. ft.

$4,700,000

visit me at 1983 san marco Blvd, Jacksonville, fl

Proud Supporter of9 . 4 . 15
N AT I V E  S U N
J A C K S O N V I L L E  B E A C H

1585 3RD STREET NORTH
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
CONNECT: nativesunjax.com
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

First it was a gas station, next a dry 
cleaner, and if San Marco developer Mark 
Rubin has his way, the vacant property 
at 1604 San Marco Boulevard may soon 
become a restaurant.

In March, Rubin’s development firm, 
AccuBuild, purchased the property, most 
recently called The Laundry Station, near 
the corner of Lasalle Street, for $50,000. 
Rubin said the property would be a great 
location for a small restaurant because 
it lies between European Street Café and 
Bistro AIX, one of 250 restaurants his 
firm has developed. 

Rubin acquired The Laundry Station 
building, which was erected in 1941, 
with an eye toward historic preservation. 
“Our informal motto is to bring 
underperforming buildings back by using 
what was originally there,” he said.

Since he purchased the 1,344-square-
foot property with a 440-square-foot 
canopy, Rubin has done some interior 
demolition to eliminate layers of additions 
the structure had accumulated over the 
decades. “We found a really nice, inviting 
space with high ceilings and a good 
opportunity for outdoor seating,” he said.

Since then, Rubin said he has spoken 

The former gas station at 1604 San Marco Boulevard has been sold to Mark Rubin of AccuBuild in San Marco who is seeking a suitable tenant for the property.

Developer seeks local tenant for former gas station

to several small business owners in his 
search for just the right tenant, and he 
guarantees his renter won’t be a national 
franchise. “I think it’s time to develop 
more of the local economy,” Rubin 
said. “Our focus is to work with local 
entrepreneurs…We want to take our time 
and make the right decision and when we 
do, everyone will say, ‘Wow.’” 

Although he doesn’t know exactly what 

form the new retail business or restaurant 
will take, it will be something unique to 
San Marco, Rubin said.

 “It has to be small. That’s how locals 
thrive. Take a small space and grow it. I’d 
like to use it as an incubator for someone 
who has a great chance of success. 
Whether it is coffee-related or dessert 
or alcohol or something new, it will be 
something that’s missing, something that 

San Marco doesn’t have already and it will 
improve the quality of life.

“It’s time to up the ante on the quality 
of life in San Marco,” Rubin continued. 
“We need to bring in something new and 
unique. Of course this offers a bigger 
chance of failure but a better chance of 
success for the benefit of the community. 
I want to focus on improving lifestyle for 
the community.” 

Nixes idea of 
national franchise





*Business lunch del ivery  is  avai lable.

NOT SO BOARD MEETING.

BLACKSHEEP5POINTS.COM

1534 OAK STREET JACKSONVILLE FL 32204  |  904.380.3091
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By Vince Iampietro
Resident Community News

Of the 27 recent bills Governor Rick 
Scott signed, which went into effect July 1, 
2015, only SB-186 induced a virtual beer 
buzz among its enthusiastic followers. This 
bill, three years in the making, rescinds a 
decades’ long ban on 64-ounce “growlers” – 
reusable glass containers resembling cider 
jugs – used to transport fresh beer from a 
brewpub or taproom to off-site locations.

Advocates for the new law thought it 
ludicrous that two 32-ounce growlers, 
or a 128-ounce (one gallon) size, were 
legal, but 64 ounces was not. This made 
it inconvenient for out-of-state visitors to 
have their 64-ounce containers filled.

Filling two 32-ounce growlers might 
suffice, but, as Kelly Pickard, co-owner 
of Alewife Craft Beer Bottle Shop and 
Tasting Room in Riverside said, “Approach 
it from the consumer’s point of view. You 
(Floridians) could get two 32s or a gallon, 
but other people from other states couldn’t 
use a standard 64-ounce growler.”

According to Kevin Burns, co-owner/
operator of Beer:30 in San Marco, favoring 
a 64-ounce container also improves portion 
and waste control. “It’s the perfect size for 
two people for two beers each. Thirty-two 
ounces is not enough and 128 is too much.” 
Sixty-four-ounce growlers are “more 
efficient. Every time you fill a 32, there is 
waste…64s reduce waste,” said Burns, who 
was referring to foam that accumulates and 
spills, more so for the smaller containers.

Florida’s new law also helps resolve 
cost inefficiency. Preben Olsen, co-owner 
of Aardwolf Brewing Company in San 
Marco, explained, “The price per unit (32- 
or 128-ounce) is more expensive because 
they’re considered irregular. No one 
(from out of state) is bringing a 32-ounce 
growler, and they would have to purchase 
one and not use it at home. It was a big 
turn-off to visitors.”

Olsen praised the new bill as “great, 
and honestly better than expected,” partly 
because it removed an arcane measure 
requiring taprooms to prove themselves 
as promoting Florida’s tourism industry. 
Additionally, it “...allows smaller 
entrepreneurs to get into business. We 
have a lot of people taking beer home 
now,” said Olsen.

Susan Miller of Bold City Brewery in 
Riverside, a family-owned and operated 

company (unrelated to Miller Beer fame), 
echoes Olsen’s sentiments. She said with 
this new law, microbreweries can do beer 
tastings in grocery stores 10,000 square 
feet and above, and with this new avenue, 
small brewers have a real opportunity for 
new business to flow.

Bold City Brewery and other 
microbrewers in Florida pushed for SB-
186 through the Florida Brewers Guild. 
Coupled with helpful work by lobbyist 
and attorney Joshua D. Aubuchon, of 
Tallahassee, microbreweries and taprooms 
may now enjoy new business afforded by 
the law’s clarity and freedoms.

Growler history lesson

Tomato and leaf-lard cans served beer 
hauling duties in the mid-late 1800s until 
replaced with tin buckets – both lidded and 
lidless – for ease of transport. “Working the 
growler” described both the pub trips to fill 
and to consume from a growler. For those 

Three-year growler fight prevails over decades-old ban

unable to make a pub run, “rushing the 
growler” – sending children out for the task 
– was the thing to do.

However, the growler’s popularity and 
use faded with the advent of Prohibition 
and more convenient ways of beer 
bottling and transport.

In 1989 everything changed. Charlie 
and Ernie Otto, founders of Otto Brothers 
Brewing Company in Wilson, Wyoming, 
believed that their pure, hand-crafted beer 
had a place in the markets, but needed a 
way to transport their craft brews.

Responding to interview questions 
via email while traveling overseas in 
Switzerland, Charlie Otto explained how 
growlers moved from tin pails to their 
modern, silk-screen emblazoned glass form:

“It was really my father’s idea. We were 
a small micro-brewery and not bottling 
our products, and I told him folks at 
the bar were able to get our beer but not 
able to take it home. So he said that he 
remembered taking a metal pail, called 

a growler, to the bar to bring home fresh 
beer for his father.

“I bought some 64-ounce cider jugs 
and silk-screened our logo on them and, 
through a local retail store, started selling 
our beer to take home.

“I think there are still some great 
advantages of using a growler today, 
unlike throwaway bottles, where the glass 
is recycled; (with) the growler, the glass 
is reused, which is environmentally more 
sound. Also, it allows brewpubs that do 
not bottle or have very special, limited 
production products to sell these over the 
bar,” Otto said.

Miller offered fine praise for 
our local microbreweries, saying, 
“Jacksonville can be proud of its 
beer; everyone does a good job.”

Pickard happily noted, “It’s nice to not 
have conversations about how silly the 
old law was.”

Now residents can savor the 64-ounce 
victory. 

Kevin and Jeff Burns, owners of Beer:30 in San Marco and Riverside
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Larsen Acres resident Joann Hogan can 
recall a time 40 years ago when she was a 
child and the water at her house was pure.

“I’ve lived here all my life,” said Hogan, 
who lives on Marguerite Street. “My 
grandmother’s water was so good when 
I was young. Forty years ago you could 
drink it out of the spigot, but that was 
before the junkyard was there. Then it got 
rusty and you couldn’t drink it,” she said, 
referring to a former dumping ground near 
her neighborhood and Philips Highway.

Hogan, like most of the residents in 
Larsen Acres, has relied on a well as the 
only source of water in her home. In July, 
Builders Care, the charitable arm of the 
Northeast Florida Builder’s Association, 
finished a year-long pro bono project of 
installing water mains along the streets in 
the Larsen Acres subdivision, making it 
possible for the residents to finally hook 
up to city water.

“I’m glad I can get city water. I’m happy 
about it,” said Hogan, who has yet to 
hook up to the new lines. Hogan said she 
has been using a water softener in her 
home to clean the water, but goes to her 
son’s home to fill up jugs with city water 
to drink. Over the years the water from 
her tap has had a “tremendous amount 
of rust and oil” in it, ruining her clothes 
when they go through the washer. 

Clean city water now available to Larsen Acres residents
JEA, City offer special payment programs to assist residents with hook-up fees 

“One time I made a pot of rice and it 
came out orange,” Hogan said. “I used 
water out of the spigot. Then I said, ‘Good 
Lord, that stuff will kill me.’ I’ve been 
going over to my son’s to get city water in 
bottles for a couple of years now.”

Like many in her neighborhood, 
Larsen’s water problem is derived from 
using wells that have either dried up or 
become contaminated over the years. 
Thanks to the generosity of Builders 
Care members organized by Greg 
Matovina, of Matovina and Company, 
a land development firm, and District 
5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer, who 
spearheaded a $432,000 city appropriation, 
Hogan and her neighbors can now hook 
up to city water if they choose.

Jacksonville Energy Authority had 
estimated it would cost over $1 million 
to run water mains in the low-income 
neighborhood of over 100 homes, while the 
city figured it would cost at least $800,000, 
Matovina said. After Matovina read about 
the issue in the newspaper, he decided 
to get some friends in the construction 
industry together to donate materials and 
the labor needed to install the water mains. 

“God compelled me to jump in, to 
help these people,” Matovina said. “It 
was like an old-fashioned barn-raising. 
It’s amazing what people can accomplish 
when you capitalize on their talents and 
they have a good heart.”

Northeast Builder’s Association contrac-

tors, which donated to the project, include 
A.J. Johns Inc.; Jax Utilities Management 
Inc.; Miranda Contracting; Skinner  
Horizontal Utilities; J. Lucas and Associates; 
Adkinson Engineering, and many others.

Now that the lines have been installed, 
Hogan said she is worried about the 
expense of hooking up to a new JEA 
water meter as well as the cost of using 
city water every month. “I’m wondering 
about the bill,” she said. 

After a customer completes a JEA 
residential application, the amount due 
for a ¾-inch meter, where a water main 
is in place but no tap or service line 
with a meter box exists, is $2,068.83, 
according to information supplied by 
the city. A plumbing permit fee of $64 
is also required. The monthly charge 
for water is based on meter size, said 
JEA spokeswoman Gerri Boyce of San 
Jose. The cost per month for a ¾-inch 
meter is $18.90. Water consumption is 
billed on a tier basis at a cost of 93 cents 
per thousand gallons for the first 6,000 
gallons; $2.60 per thousand gallons for 
the next 14,000 gallons. And $5.60 for 
every thousand gallons after the amount 
consumed hits 20,000 gallons.

Boyce said these are “conservation” 
rates, which were put in place a few years 
ago in an effort to encourage customers 
to save water.

JEA is willing to consider making 

special payment arrangements for fees 
due within the Larsen project area on a 
case-by-case basis, Boyce said.

 Applications can be submitted with 
payment to the JEA Water Counter 
located at 21 W. Church St. in JEA’s 
Central Business Office. Applications may 
be brought in person or mailed to the 
address at the top of the application.

Larsen Acres residents can also 
apply to the Housing and Community 
Development Utility Tap-In (UTIP) 
Program. This program offers deferred 
payment loans to assist low-to-moderate 
income Jacksonville residents with water 
and sewer line connection fees, associated 
plumbing costs and septic tank, drain 
field and well repairs or replacement. 
To utilize UTIP, applicants must own 
and occupy their homes, mortgage and 
property taxes must be current and total 
household income must not exceed 80 
percent of the area median income for 
Duval County as established by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.

Carolyn Herring, who works with 
UTIP, said only a couple of Larsen area 
residents have been approved for the 
loans and that a few more applications 
are being processed.

For more information regarding UTIP 
contact Carolyn Herring at (904) 255-
8229 or email Cherring@coj.net.

Larry and Sam Skinner of Skinner Horizontal Utilities converse with Jonathon Pendarvis of Miranda 
Contracting in the Larsen Acres neighborhood. 
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residents about the issue during a 
weekend get-together July 25. “People 
were talking about it and they are very 
pleased. The bottom line is, I didn’t hear 
any negative comments.”

On July 23 four variable-message signs 
– three on River Road and one on Arbor 
Lane – touting the upcoming speed limit 
change were posted as a weeklong prelude 
to when permanent signs were installed. 

“I’m ecstatic!” said Pat Andrews, a 
River Road advocate who lobbied loudly 
to have the speed limit reduced. “I’m 
very grateful those signs are up. I want to 
thank Lori Boyer and the city for moving 
so expediently. This is an example of how 
community can rally together and work for 
the betterment and safety of all concerned,” 
she said. “Now that we have our signs, we 
need enforcement. Our law enforcement 
needs to know this is serious business. But 
by the grace of God, no one has been hurt.”

The permanent signs were installed 
July 28. Prior to the installation, variable 
message signs were posted for almost a week 
according to Florida law, said Andrews. 

In his email to Boyer, Nelson Caparas, 
City Chief Traffic Engineer, said 10 new 
signs would be posted on River Road 
and the neighborhood had to share half 
the cost of the signs with the city. Each 
sign cost $200.

Caparas also wrote that three existing 
30 mph signs had “reached their useful 
life” and would also be replaced with 20 
mph signs. In addition, several stop signs 
and posts will be replaced in the area. 

A notification letter about the change 
was sent to the Sheriff ’s office and the 
Fire Chief, Caparas wrote.

Petitions gathered quickly

Andrews and her neighbor, Talmadge 
Hunt, took responsibility for canvasing 
River Road homeowners who favored 
the speed reduction. City Public Works 
Division Chief of Engineering and 
Construction Management Bill Joyce 
supplied volunteers with petitions to 
carry door-to-door during a town hall 
meeting hosted by Boyer June 15. 

No less than 75 percent of the 
homeowners on the street had to sign in 
favor of reducing the speed limit from 30 
mph to 20 mph for the change to be made, 
Joyce said. Signatures were elicited from 
100 percent of the River Road homeowners 
who were contacted within a day or two of 
the town meeting, Andrews said.

After the petitions were signed, city 
officials verified the signatures by checking 
them against the property records to 
ensure the signatory was, in fact, the 
owner of the property in the affected area. 
Because the neighborhood had to pay half 
the cost of the new signs before they were 
installed, Andrews said she wrote out a 
personal check to the city for $1,000 to 
hasten the process. Each homeowner who 
signed the petition owes her $20, she said, 
and she will communicate with them by 
putting a note in their mailboxes.  

“Hopefully everyone will pay me 
back,” Andrews said. “People are so 
good. They will, I know.” 

Other neighborhood volunteers 
petitioned homeowners living on the 
adjacent streets, which feed onto River 
Road between River Oaks Road and 
Landon Avenue. Roads included in the 
overall petition drive were Sorrento Road, 
Largo Road, Arbor Lane, Elder Lane, Maple 
Lane, Laurel Road, Holly Lane, River Oaks 
Road and a small portion of Marco Place. 

Public Works confirmed that at least 75 
percent of the homeowners on these streets 
have approved of reducing the speed limit 
in the area surrounding River Road.  Their 
petitions are currently being verified with 
the property records, said James Croft, City 
Public Communications Officer. 

Once the residents on these streets 
pay 50 percent of the cost of the new 
signs for their neighborhood, it will take 
approximately three weeks to finalize the 
locations of the signs, fabricate them and 
have them installed, Croft said.

Route now common detour

Construction on the Overland Bridge 
Expressway has made River Road 
and its adjacent streets an alternative 
thoroughfare for many commuters who 
seek to avoid heavy traffic along Hendricks 
Avenue, San Marco Boulevard and I-95.

Ever since roundabouts were built into 
San Marco Boulevard and River Road was 
used as a detour, residents have complained 
of the raceway made by speeding traffic in 
front of their homes, Boyer explained at 
the town meeting June 15. Unfortunately, 
drivers have continued to use River Road 
when the detour was discontinued, she said.

Although very little can be done to 
prevent commuters from using River Road 
as a throughway in San Marco, Boyer said 
she hopes the signs, which were placed 
near intersections of River Road and its 

Traffic Calming FROM PAGE1

Danny Williams and 
Gary LaFrance, both 

traffic engineers 
with the city Public 
Works Department, 

install a 20-mph 
speed limit sign near 
Marco Lake on River 

Road July 28.

feeder streets, will encourage drivers to 
slow down. “Every time they enter River 
Road there will be a sign,” she said. “So 
there is no way they cannot know.”

Brian Cox, a resident of nearby River 
Wood Lane, who daily walks his dog the 

length of River Road, said he is happy 
to see the speed limit reduced. “I think 
it is a good attempt. As an everyday dog 
walker, I see a lot of speeding vehicles,” he 
said. “This is the best thing they can do 
without installing speed bumps.”



Watson San Marco Collection

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965

Vi e w  m o r e  o f  o u r  J a c k s o nv i l l e  P r o p e r t i e s  a t Wa t s o n R e a l t y Co r p. c o m 904.731.5800

Charming antique style 2 story San Marco home with master 
bedroom on the first floor and 3 bedrooms, den/office, formal 
living & dining areas, fully equipped eclectic kitchen with a 
wood burning fireplace, eat-in nook, lined with window views 
+ single French door to private deck - perfect for outdoor dining 
overlooking nature’s wooded preserve. $315,000 MLS# 777599 
Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

5015 RiveRpoint Road

$1,650,000
Century old majestic moss-covered oaks surround 
this exquisite, professionally decorated riverfront 
masterpiece. Panoramic, breathtaking river views 
from most rooms. Marble countertops with custom 
cabinets and moldings, a wine chiller, gas cooktop 
with breakfast area and French doors to brick patio. 
Hardwood floors throughout. Beautiful formal 
dining and living areas with fireplace. First floor 
Library/Office. Master Suite with two baths. 128 
foot bulkhead, boat dock and lift. Professionally 
decorated in 2006 with custom kitchen, baths, 
Energy Star appliances, new roof, A/C, and water 
heater. Come enjoy all that this luxurious home has 
to offer. MLS# 753725

Call to schedule your private showing today! 

Joseph Poletto, 904-738-6446

Watson Executive Showcase

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965
800.257.5143 • Wa t s o n R e a l t y C o r p. c o m

Charming mid-century bungalow just minutes from San Marco Square & all of its 
restaurants, shopping, & cultural activities. This property’s amazing features include 
original beautiful hardwood floors, cozy wood-burning fireplace, built-in shelves, eat-
in kitchen, formal dining room, & an inviting screened lanai perfect for entertaining. 
Spacious backyard includes barbeque pit & shed which can be used for storage or 
create a workshop or office space. Live the good life on this quiet & delightful street so 
close to all the urban amenities! $199,000 MLS# 771409 Joseph Poletto 904-738-6446

Great opportunity in San Marco. Newest home in this gated community 
features a great open floor plan with tile floors in the living areas. 
Master suite downstairs plus a second suite upstairs. Office/bonus room 
off Family Room. Large patio for entertaining, a side entry garage and 
much more! This a unique home and you don’t want to miss it. Call for 
an appointment today! $559,000 MLS# 746492 The Dream Home Team 
Jax – Gonzalo Mejia & Michael Leachman 904-472-0726

Reduced! Stately two story colonial with columned front porch and circular 
driveway. Huge corner lot over a 3nd of an acre. Private car courtyard for 
extra parking and 2 car garage. Large family room with wood burning 
fireplace. Cherry finished kitchen cabinets with solid surface countertops 
and double wall oven. Bonus room large enough to hold pool table. 
Plantation blinds in most windows. Hardwood floors in most rooms. This 
home is a must see! $279,900 MLS# 773306 Charles Anno 904-993-7487

Reduced! All brick home in quiet established neighborhood in Julington Creek Plantation with NEW 
architectural shingle roof. Close to great St. John’s county schools, parks and shopping. 42’’ upper 
cabinets in kitchen with granite countertops. 5’’ baseboards and crown molding in most rooms, 
volume ceilings in family room and kitchen, loads of natural light. French doors w/in-door blinds in 
family room open to rear patio and large backyard. Separate living room and formal dining room. 
New carpet in bedrooms, new tile on bathroom floors, and laminate wood floors thru-out foyer, 
family room, kitchen, and dining room. $247,900 MLS# 766953 Call 904-731-5800 for more details

Stately home filled with pride of ownership! Well-maintained, open floor plan boasts bright 
oversized living areas as well as bedrooms. Perfect home to entertain! Offers formal living & dining, 
family room w/18’+ ceilings featuring a handsome floor to ceiling brick fireplace. Double windows 
allow natural light thru-out. Oversized eat-in kitchen with prep island is loaded with cabinet space 
& 3 wall-to-wall pantry closets, separate full-size wet bar. Sliders open to back patio w/private 
backyard. Owner’s Retreat offers vaulted ceilings, 2 walk-in closets, garden tub, 2 sinks w/new 
granite counters and much more! $375,000 MLS# 778201 Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

Mid-century modern at its finest! Gorgeous house in the tradition 
of Frank Lloyd Wright on a beautiful .42 acre lot. Beautiful 
picturesque nature views in back yard. Updated kitchen. Quiet 
street close to all the urban amenities. $205,000 MLS# 776402 
Joseph Poletto & Amanda Everett 904-738-6446

Charming home built with solid concrete block just minutes from Jacksonville 
University, fine dining, and shopping. With its open floor plan, this home feels 
very spacious! Kitchen leads into a generously sized dining room--perfect for 
entertaining. This adorable house is freshly painted, with lovely tile floors and a 
large yard for pets and a garden. Located across the street from a library, this is 
a quiet and friendly neighborhood. Garage has been enclosed...the possibilities 
for this space are endless!  $74,900 MLS# 782462 Joseph Poletto 904-738-6446

Beautiful updated brick, 3/2 home nestled amongst mature trees on a cul-de-sac lot with side-entry garage. 
Totally renovated gourmet kitchen with 42’’ cabinets, custom glass cabinet doors, loaded with pull-out drawers, 
granite countertops, trimmed in crown molding, breakfast bar for 4 & a breakfast nook. Hand-scraped hardwood 
flooring throughout the home: formal living, separate dining area, large family room with fireplace. Spacious 
bathrooms feature new marble countertops, sinks & hardware. Large secondary bedrooms w/wall to wall closets 
& ceiling fans. Owner’s Retreat features French doors opening to the covered patio overlooking private park-like 
backyard. Home is loaded w/extras! $335,000 MLS# 778202 Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

CALLING ALL BOATERS! Deep Waterfront property with a 3 bedroom, 3 bath home. Partial St 
Johns River view & bulk headed creek frontage. Dock, oversized boathouse/workshop, plus 2 car 
attached garage & an extra-long paved driveway with room for RV, trailer &/or additional boat 
parking. 1-story home is nestled on over 1/2 acre lot (only 2 sites from river) w/beautiful mature 
shade & palm trees. Large private backyard with open patio for grilling today’s catch. Inside you’ll 
find spacious bedrooms, an oversized family room w/stone wood-burning fireplace, a formal 
living & dining room and much more! $400,000 MLS#746055 Call 904-731-5800 for more details

Big Family? Love to Swim & Entertain? Perfect home for you with 6 large bedrooms, 
3 baths and 2 half baths under brand new roof. This brick beauty features a 
breathtaking infinity pool, large family room w/brick fireplace and wet bar, and 
formal living & dining rooms. Chefs Dream Kitchen has travertine floor, KitchenAid 
built-in ovens, desk & cooktop, marble tile counters & brick accent wall. Breakfast 
Nook offers pool & marsh views.  Kayak/canoe on tidal creek to the St. Johns River! 
A Must See! $565,000 MLS# 766798 Butler/Corbett Team 904-521-3288

Great Mandarin Location! 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Pool Home with approx. 2,000 sq. feet UNDER A BRAND 
NEW ROOF! Freshly painted interior too. Home offers formal living room, separate formal dining room, & 
a family room w/a stately stone fireplace & sliders that open to the patio & pool area. Eat-in kitchen has a 
breakfast nook & walk-in pantry. 1st Floor Master Bedroom with a bay window, large walk-in closet, vanity 
area & shower Upstairs offers 3 spacious additional bedrooms that share a full bath.  Just under half-acre lot 
has a fully fenced backyard with storage shed; backyard has a section fenced for pet run. If you’ve always 
wanted a Pool Home, come see! $230,000 MLS# 778769 Call 904-731-5800 for more details

1 Year New Lennar Next-Gen Home featuring a separate entry apartment as part of the 
main house. Fabulous location...nestled amongst mature shade trees in the heart of 
Mandarin. Main home offers 3 sizeable bedrooms, 2 baths, den/study, large open gourmet 
kitchen with granite, food prep island, 42’’ cabinetry, stainless steel appliances, pantry, tons 
of counter space. The split open floor plan is fabulous for entertaining. The tiled kitchen & 
dining plus great room with hardwood floors, all adjoin and open to the screened patio. 
This is a must see! $290,000 MLS# 784101 Call 904-731-5800 for more details

Fabulous Mandarin Estate: Main house features 3 bedrooms, 3 
baths, and a 3 car garage. Chefs gourmet kitchen with Subzero 
fridge, double ovens, Corian counter tops and more! Guest house 
has 1 bedroom 2 baths w/ a1 car attached garage. Nestled on 3.47 
acres in a natural setting. $665,000 MLS# 777598 Call 904-731-
5800 for more details!

Our agents hOld many certificatiOns and designatiOns,  
call tOday tO be cOnnected with a specialist!



chill out! Good for your soul
& your tastebuds!

Try our Açai Bowls
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

When Harrell Thomas heard the 
news that Southside Tennis Complex 
was named one of the top public tennis 
facilities in the nation by the United 
States Tennis Association, he was ecstatic. 

As lead tennis pro at the San Marco 
courts for the past 29 years, Thomas built 
the citywide junior tennis program from 
scratch and watched the tennis courts 
be transformed from a modest six-court 
facility in 1986 to the first-rate tennis 
complex it is today, due to renovations 
completed in January 2015.

“I’ve seen it grow up,” Thomas said. 
“We were excited to be recognized as one 
of the best facilities in the country.”

On June 16, the Jacksonville tennis 
complex was among 13 tennis centers 
to win USTA’s 2015 Facility Awards.  
Representatives from Southside Tennis 
Complex will be honored by USTA at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City Sept. 6.

It is the 34th year USTA has recognized 
excellence in the construction and/or 
renovation of tennis facilities throughout 
the country. Southside was highlighted 
along with five other public facilities in 
the Large Tennis Center category for 
establishments with 11 or more courts. 
It was the only facility in Florida to be 
recognized by the USTA this year. 

“Great tennis facilities like the 
Southside Tennis Complex help us to 
grow the game at the grass-roots level, 
and we are proud to recognize them for 
their ongoing impact on the sport of 
tennis,” said Kurt Kamperman, USTA’s 
Chief Executive of Community Tennis. 
“The Southside Tennis Complex has 
embraced many of our tennis initiatives 
and kept the sport at the forefront of their 
community each year.”

The renovation program, which was 
spearheaded by District 5 Councilwoman 
Lori Boyer, refurbished the six hard courts 
and six clay courts, painting dual purpose 
lines on four of the hard courts so they can 
be used as 36-foot courts, the recommend-
ed size for children ages five through seven. 

Under Thomas’ tutelage as pro, the 
complex has grown from six courts to a 
12-court facility with locker rooms, fencing, 

Southside Tennis Complex 
receives national recognition
Lead pro built program from scratch

Tennis Coach Harrell Thomas

Coach Harrell Thomas gives a private lesson on the new clay court.

lighting, parking, a tennis shop and office, 
said Pam Roman of the Jacksonville Parks 
and Recreation Department.

“The facility is comprehensive. Without 
Lori Boyer, none of it would have been 
built,” Thomas said.

But Boyer credited Thomas and his 
staff as the reason the Jacksonville courts 
were recognized. “Congratulations go to 
our Parks Department, Coach Thomas, 
his staff and the many players and 
volunteers that contribute to the success 
of Southside Tennis every day on the 
receipt of this prestigious award,” Boyer 
said. “USTA recognized what we have 
known for many years – this facility, and 
the people who work and play there – are 
truly outstanding.”

Pro has creds, too

A graduate of Andrew Jackson High 
School and a former varsity tennis player 
for Jacksonville University, Thomas 
lives in Arlington with his wife Sharon, 
a teacher at Julia Landon College 
Preparatory School. 

Among tennis professionals, Thomas 
is considered an “elite professional” and 
is certified by both the United States 
Professional Tennis Association and 
the Professional Tennis Registry. He is 

also a member of USTA, Professional 
Tennis Registry and the USTA National 
Junior Tennis League. He has presided 
over Southside Tennis’ program since 
its inception in 1986 and has watched 
thousands of children grow up to become 
accomplished tennis players over the years. 
Several of his pupils have earned collegiate 
tennis scholarships and he has also taught 
many who followed in his footsteps, 
becoming professional tennis instructors.

“I’ve played sports all my life, but 
tennis seemed to resonate with me as I 
didn’t get past five-foot-seven,” Thomas 
said, chuckling. In high school Thomas 
played football, basketball, track as well 
as tennis, but specialized in the racquet 
sport once he attended college. When he 
was young he won several district level 
events, he said modestly. Most recently, 
he won the American Tennis Association 
National Championship in men’s singles 
and doubles in his age group (55 and 
older) in Fort Lauderdale in 2012.

But more than his own success, 
Thomas is proud that his USTA 65 and 

older 6.0 team comprised of Elsie Barnes, 
Judy Gabler, Bev Thompson, Elsie Ong, 
Tamara Rodda and Linda Routh has won 
its sectional tournament each year for the 
past three years and placed third in the 
national championship in Surprise, Ariz., 
in 2014-15.

Thomas said he expects the newly 
refurbished Southside Tennis facility will 
have a positive impact on his citywide 
junior program, which has always been 
open to children regardless of their parents’ 
financial abilities. Prior to the renovations, 
mainly adult teams played out of the 
complex. It is Thomas’s hope that youth 
teams will be added as more participation 
comes from kids within the San Marco 
community and other parts of the city. 

“Before, it was mostly just summer and 
afterschool. Now it is my hope to increase 
programming for kids year around,” 
Thomas said, noting that 13 adult teams 
(men, women, and mixed doubles) call 
the complex home. 

“When recreation is your profession, it’s 
pretty satisfying to see it grow,” he said.

New courts at Southside Tennis Complex on Hendricks Avenue



Extraordinary Residences Priced from $600,000
Developer Promotions Available on Select Residences, Call Today!

$25,000 

Reserves Your Home

B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E :  1 1 0 6  P a l m e r  T e r r a c e

Selby Kaiser: 904-626-8800 or Linda McMorrow: 904-626-9900 | 8777 San Jose Blvd. | Suite 903 | Jacksonville, FL 32217 | www.TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

St. Nicholas Riverfront Estate a Rare, Historic Gem
Perfect property for entertaining friends and family

Discerning buyers have the opportunity 
to own one of the finest historic riverfront 
estates in Jacksonville, located on a rare 
parcel of property. “This estate home is a 
one-of-a-kind ,” said listing agent owner/
broker Linda McMorrow, with The Legends 
of Real 
Estate. 
“If you’re 
seeking an 
exceptional 
property,” 
said Selby 
Kaiser, the other half of the dynamic broker/
owner team with The Legends, “you won’t 
find a more intriguing, historic riverfront 
property in Jacksonville. This home has 
a great story and solid construction that’s 
stood the test of time.”

Palmer Terrace, a 100-year-old English 
Tudor manor, which rests on nearly three 
acres and 255 feet of river frontage, is 
looking for just the right buyer. The main 
house encompasses 6,347 square feet and 
includes five bedrooms, four-and-a-half 
baths, as well as a separate guest residence 
and three-car garage. Over the past 35 years 
this spectacular home has been continually 
updated and the current kitchen is the third 
complete kitchen renovation since 1980.

Housed on one of the largest residential 
parcels on the St. Johns River’s Southbank, 
the Palmer Terrace Estate boasts only two 
owners since the Holmes family acquired the 
property in the late 1700s under a Spanish 
Land Grant. 

In 1916, the initial residence was built and 
eventually gifted to well-known Jacksonville 
urologist Robert Boyd McIver and his bride 
Ida Holmes, as a wedding present from her 
parents. 

Originally, the house included three 
bedrooms, two baths, a living room, dining 
room, kitchen and large turret in the front of 
the house where the front door was located. 
Since then, it has expanded under several 
renovations to make it a comfortable modern 
home that is a superb place to entertain or 
raise a family.

The property includes a separate three-car 
“carriage house” garage on the southwest 
corner of the property, which includes two 
bedrooms and a bath – the former servants 
quarters above the garage – as well as an 
indoor gym. 

A guest cottage, formerly the artist studio 
of renowned Jacksonville painter John 
McIver, includes two-bedrooms, a bath, 
living room, fireplace and kitchenette and 
can be the perfect mother-in-law residence 
or retreat for guests. 

Over the years the house has been re-
plumbed, rewired and updated with new air 
conditioning and heating systems. Added 
were a first-floor music room and art gallery, 
palatial master bath and walk-in closet. In 
1998, the original roof was replaced with a 
more durable “70-year” roof and 15 years 
later the principal systems in the main house 
were completely replaced with state-of-the-
art multiple phase air conditioning systems. 

More than 100 majestic trees provide a 

shady canopy over the extensive grounds 
where spectacular views of the Downtown 
skyline and EverBank Field can be seen. A 
yacht with an eight-foot draft can dock on 
the 220-foot backyard pier, which includes 
water, 250v and 120v power hook-ups.  

After a series of hurricanes wreaked havoc 
in South Florida in 2005, hurricane shutters 
for all doors and windows in the main house 
were installed. A 50,000-watt generator is 
available to provide sufficient electricity 
– enough to run air conditioning and 
refrigeration – to all three buildings as well as 
a yacht for a week in the unfortunate event of 
an extended power outage.

The current owners also added a sparkling 
pool, relaxing Jacuzzi, sauna and extensive 
brick patios around the west and north sides 

of the house, perfect for entertaining. More 
than 2,000 guests have enjoyed the Palmer 
Terrace Estate’s hospitality in a single year 
and as many as 600 at a single party. The 
unique design of the interior of the main 
house allows for a circular flow around the 
entire first floor and patios.

A 120-foot riverfront lot adjoining the east 
side of the estate is available for an additional 
price. 

Reasonably priced at $2,450,000 the 
beautiful home awaits a very special buyer. 
For more information contact Selby Kaiser or 
Linda McMorrow, brokers and owners at The 
Legends of Real Estate. Call 904-626-8800 
or email selbykaiser@bellsouth.net or Linda 
McMorrow at 904-626-9900 or florida_
legends@msn.com for more information.

Timothy Fee, MD William A. Wallace, MD Patrick L. Basile, MD

L O V E  Y O U R
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www.coastalcosmetic.com

O U R  team OF BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEONS:

Specializing in plastic surgery & aesthetic skin care.
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William T. (Tom) Edwards. Jr. 
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FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR
We cordially invite you to attend a FREE SEMINAR on WILLS & LIVING TRUSTS. 

Choose the date and time that fits your schedule and call us at (904) 215-3550,  
or go online to register at www.edwardslawfirm.com and click on “Seminars”.

Learn the Steps to Protecting Your Assets  
While Providing for Your Loved Ones

At the seminar we will discuss several important issues including:
 ✓ The advantages and disadvantages of Wills and Living Trusts
 ✓ How to protect your estate and maintain your privacy if you become incapacitated
 ✓ How to create a plan to protect your assets before you need Long Term Care
 ✓ How to avoid losing your home and assets to growing nursing home costs
 ✓ Why putting your property in your children’s names may be a mistake
 ✓ How to plan your estate to make sure it passes on to your loved ones most efficiently
 ✓ How probate works, and more importantly, how you can avoid probate altogether
 ✓ How to protect you children’s inheritance from probate, lawsuits and unstable marriages
 ✓ How to properly provide for special needs children and grandchildren
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

The new Baptist MD Anderson Cancer 
Center is one step closer to becoming 
a reality. In mid-July, Baptist Health 
officials announced two architectural 
firms will combine forces to design the 
new high-tech facility in San Marco. 

HKS Architects, an international 
company with an office in Orlando, will 
join forces with Freeman White, a Haskell 
Company dedicated exclusively to health 
care, to become the design team in charge 
of the project. Both firms have extensive 
experience in the design of health care 
facilities and the two firms collectively have 
designed nearly 140 cancer centers. Haskell 
is a leading integrated design, engineering 
and construction firm based in Jacksonville. 
HKS Architects is currently designing an 
expansion of the MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, Texas.

 “Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center is 
an opportunity to create a facility that will 
be a legacy for subsequent generations,” 
said Carl Beers, principal of HKS Architects 
and Frank Brooks, CEO of Freeman White 
in a joint statement July 16. 

The new building will be located on 
San Marco Boulevard across the street 
from Baptist Outpatient Center. It will 
be situated on the two blocks currently 
bordered by San Marco Boulevard, 
Children’s Way, Gary Street and Palm 

Avenue. The new building is expected 
to be more than 200,000 square feet 
with a dedicated 500-car parking garage 
and valet service for ease of patient 
access. Surrounding the facility will 
be landscaping that will be specially 
designed to blend in and enhance the 
surrounding neighborhood.

Over the past few years, Baptist Health 
has been gradually buying up properties in 
the two-block area where it plans to build 
the center. Under contract is the small 
house at 917 Dante Place, on the corner 
of Dante Place and Palm Avenue, which 
has been rented by Real Estate Solutions, 
a residential property management firm. 
Across the street at 916 Dante Place, is 
a Baptist-owned building which houses 
Premier Open MRI, a specialty firm that 
is part of Baptist Medical Center, and 
its neighbor, Catlin Designs, an interior 
decorating firm within the same building.

 “Baptist will eventually relocate the 
MRI Services on Dante Place, but there 
are no immediate plans to do so at this 
time,” said Cindy Hamilton, Director of 
Public Relations at Baptist Health. 

The hospital has yet to purchase 1316 San 
Marco Boulevard, a warehouse that sports a 
large For Sale sign, which sits on the corner 
of San Marco Boulevard and Children’s 
Way. The design team intends to “go 
through visioning and planning sessions 
in order to review its various options,” 
Hamilton said when asked if Baptist plans 

Architects selected for Baptist 
Health-MD Anderson Center

Putnam to lead medical team at new cancer center
Joe B. (Bill) Putnam, a former long-time faculty 

member of the University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center and current chairman of the Department 
of Thoracic Surgery at Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center has been named Medical Director of Baptist MD 
Anderson Cancer Center.

Putnam will lead the medical team of Baptist MD 
Anderson and will be in Jacksonville periodically prior 
to his official start at the new cancer center October 1. 
In his role as medical director, Putnam will direct, plan 
and coordinate all clinical activities.

Selected after a national search, Putnam was the leading candidate based on 
his MD Anderson experience and his experience building cancer programs.

Putnam received his undergraduate degree in chemistry and his medical degree 
from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He completed a surgical 
internship and residency in surgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, 
Maryland and spent three years as a medical staff fellow in the Surgery Branch 
at the National Cancer Institute/National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Maryland. He also completed a general surgery residency at the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry in Rochester, NY and a residency in 
cardiothoracic surgery at The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

In addition to his experience at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and Vanderbilt University, Putnam was activated during Operation Desert 
Storm as a Naval Reservist and served as Department Head of the Department 
of Cardiothoracic Surgery at Naval Hospital San Diego. In 2011 he retired as a 
captain in US Naval Reserve Medical Corps after 21 years of service.

to build around the warehouse property if it 
is unable to buy the warehouse.

The design of the building will 
incorporate the same cutting-edge 
technology, and multi-disciplinary 
approach to cancer care that is available 
at the MD Anderson facility in Houston. 
It will reflect a collaborative, integrated 
team approach to care similar to the 
Texas facility, where treatment is 

provided by an assortment of specialists 
working together under one roof. 

The new cancer center is expected to 
open in 2018. In the meantime, Baptist 
Health has begun to renovate the Baptist 
Outpatient Center in San Marco to house 
the joint cancer program until the new 
building is finished. The launch of the 
new joint cancer program with MD 
Anderson is planned for October 2015.

Joe B. (Bill)  
Putnam, Jr., MD
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

History class will no longer be held 
in the gym at Douglas Anderson School 
of the Arts due to the completion of a 
$13 million 60,000-square-foot addition 
to the school in time for the first day of 
school in August. The new wing includes 
20 new academic classrooms, a new 
cafeteria and a new metals shop.

A ribbon cutting for the new facility 
will be held Thursday, Sept. 10. It will 
include a VIP reception for special guests.

In addition to the new construction, 
Jacksonville philanthropist Lawrence 
(Laurie) DuBow of Epping Forest, 
has been a catalyst to the retrofitting 
of the Douglas Anderson Theater to 
enable the school to broadcast five live 
operas throughout the year from the 
Metropolitan Opera House in New York. 

“This is major for Jacksonville,” said 
Douglas Anderson Principal Jacqueline 
Cornelius, who noted that live opera from 
the MET is only available in two other 
United States cities – Dallas and New York.

The live opera broadcasts will be held 
on Saturdays at the school and will enable 
3,000 Jacksonville students and teachers 
from throughout the district to have an 
exposure to the art form during the year, 
said Cornelius. 

The new expansion will allow DA’s 
portable classrooms to be put out to 
pasture. It includes 20 new academic 

Jacksonville 
philanthropist 
enables school to 
host live opera 
broadcasts

classrooms, a new cafeteria and new 
metals shop, Cornelius said. The school 
gutted the old cafeteria and renovated 
it to include two new dance studios for 
musical theatre. Two old science rooms 
have been transformed into three new 
creative writing classrooms and another 
science classroom will be converted into 
a costume lighting technical theatre shop. 
A welding and casting sculpture studio, 
and a new amphitheater for outdoor 
performances are included in the new 
construction as well as a covered pick-up 
and drop-off area and an extension to the 
Haskell Sculpture Garden.

A new 20,000-square-foot cafeteria will 
allow the entire student body to eat at 
once and will be more efficient. The old 
cafeteria only allowed 280 students to eat 
at a time requiring the school to split the 
lunch service into four periods between 
11:35 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

 “Last year was a horrible year in that 
we had six history classes in the gym with 

Douglas Anderson expansion to open in August 

Construction is almost finished on the new wing at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts. It includes a new covered drop-off and pick-up area for students.

The $13 million expansion to Douglas Anderson School of the Arts is nearly ready to open. The new wing 
will be fitted with cutting-edge technology and includes 20 new classrooms and a new cafeteria.

partitions,” said Cornelius. “This year will 
be the first time ever we have a brand-new 
building with up-to-date technology.”

Technicians are also hard at work to 
ensure the 640-seat theater will be ready 
for the first live broadcast from the MET 

October 3. “My staff is doing well to ensure 
there will be no glitches,” Cornelius said.

The new wing is the first major 
improvement to the school since 2001 
when a black-box theater, vocal building 
and recital hall were added. 
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Jax Chamber Foundation 
launches new website

Jan Hirabayashi, 
owner and CEO 
of Broadbased 
Communications, 
led the design and 
development of the 
new JAX Chamber 
Foundation website. 
The Foundation 
chose BroadBased Communications 
last fall to design the new site, www.
JAXChamberFoundation.org. 

“The whole process took about six 
months and engaged our entire team 
of strategists, writers, designers and 
developers,” said Hirabayashi. “We 
are very proud of the end result and 
couldn’t be more pleased to have 
played a role in furthering the message 
and the mission of the JAX Chamber 
Foundation and the important work 
they do in the region.”

The website increases access to the 
JAX Chamber Foundation’s programs, 
including community leadership, 
workforce development and entrepre-
neurial education programs in support 
of long-term regional prosperity. 

“As a long-time volunteer and 
mentor for the Jacksonville Women’s 
Business Center, I think I was as 
excited as anyone on the JAX Chamber 
Foundation staff to see this project 
come to life!” Hirabayashi said.

The Bolles School Board of Trustees 
has named David J. Farace, a native of 
Baltimore, Maryland, as its new head 
of school. He will be the eighth top 
administrator to lead the school since its 
inception in 1933.

Farace brings 20 years of experience 
in independent school leadership to his 
new position. He most recently served 
as Head of School at The Montgomery 
Academy, a college preparatory school in 
Montgomery, Alabama.

Farace received a Bachelor’s degree 
in economics from Washington and 

Lee University and a Master’s degree 
from Johns Hopkins University. Upon 
graduation from college, he spent 13 years 
in a variety of academic, administrative 
and coaching positions at McDonogh 
School in Owings Mills, Maryland before 
furthering his career in academic and 
leadership roles at St. Ignatius Loyola 
Academy in Baltimore and at the 
Randolph School in Huntsville, Alabama.

Farace and his wife, Becky, have three 
children: daughter Wyatt, 14, and sons 
Campbell, 13, and Bodin, 11.

Southern Music Hall of 
Fame to honor Bolles’ alum 

Homecoming at the Bolles School 
this year will include more than the 
traditional football game, pep rally and 
parade when the Southern Music Hall 
of Fame holds an induction ceremony 
on the campus Saturday, Oct. 10.

The focus of the ceremony will 
be to honor the memory and 
legacy of Ingram Cecil Connor III, 
professionally known in music circles 
as Gram Parsons. Parsons, who 
passed away Sept. 19, 1973 at age 
26, graduated from Bolles in 1965 
before attending Harvard University. 
He is considered by many to be the 
“Father of Southern Rock,” said Bolles’ 
spokeswoman Jan Olson.

Parsons was a singer, songwriter, 
guitarist and pianist who popularized 
what he called “Cosmic American 
Music,” a hybrid of country, rhythm 
and blues, soul, folk and rock. 
Besides recording as a solo artist, 
Parsons played with the International 
Submarine Band, The Byrds, and The 
Flying Burrito Brothers. 

Since his death, Parsons has been 
credited with helping to found both 
country rock and alt-country music. 
He has received other posthumous 
honors including the 2003 Americana 
Music Association’s President’s Award, 
and a ranking on Rolling Stone’s list of 
the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time. 

Bolles welcomes new Head of School

David Farace and his family, daughter Wyatt, wife Becky and sons Campbell and Bodin 

Jan Hirabayashi

Boat named after San Marco resident

Freedom Boat Club of Jacksonville and St. Augustine named its new dual-console 
Key West fishing boat after Brian Merchant, an avid outdoorsman and enthusiastic 
proponent of Freedom Boat Club. “He is very deserving of the distinction,” said 
franchise owner Lisa Almeida. The boat was christened the Reel Merchant.

“Brian is one of our most loyal members and goes out fishing almost every 
weekend,” Almeida said. “He also volunteers whenever we need people to help 
with charity events or to talk about the club to prospective members. He is a great 
advocate for Freedom Boat Club.”

“I consider this a special honor,” said Merchant, a San Marco resident. “And I am 
looking forward to catching lots of fish on the boat that carries my name.”

The club has purchased 47 boats for its fleet in the past three years and plan to 
buy three or four more by the end of the year. Merchant is the first member that has 
the honor, but will likely not be the last, according to Almeida.

Brian Merchant
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Agency brings on  
new realtors

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty recently added 
a diverse team of six new realtors to its 
offices in Avondale and San Marco. Joining 
the company are Keith Combs (photo 

not available), Juli Gordon, Quinnell “Q” 
Jones, Shaun Lewis, Dimetrius Madden 
and Wendy Register-Aldridge. 

Combs has been in real estate 15 years; 
Gordon is a professional photographer of 
15 years and new to real estate while Jones 
is returning to real estate and to Berkshire 
Hathaway. Lewis begins a new career 
in real estate armed with a bachelor’s 

degree in business administration 
and management from Jacksonville 
University; Madden, a former business 
analyst at Chase, brings experience 
in loan processing to his clients, and 
Register-Aldridge, previously the Family 
Courts Case Manager at Duval County 
Courthouse, brings interpersonal skills to 
the process of buying or selling real estate.

Foster care head 
receives Lifetime 

Achievement award

Lee Kaywork

E. Lee Kaywork, Chief Executive 
Officer of the San Marco-based Fam-
ily Support Services of North Florida, 
received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Florida Coalition 
for Children Foundation in July. 
The award was bestowed during a 
luncheon during the FCCF’s annual 
child welfare conference in Orlando.

FCCF commended Kaywork for 
his dedication to the safety and 
wellbeing of children, improving the 
lives of those in foster care, and his 
efficient and effective leadership of 
FSS, the lead agency for foster care, 
adoption and family preservation in 
Duval and Nassau Counties.

Kaywork joined FSS in 2008 and 
was named CEO in 2012. He pre-
viously served as the agency’s vice 
president of research and develop-
ment and project manager for foster 
care redesign. He is also chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Jack-
sonville System of Care Initiative.

Kaywork and his wife Mary have 
had a long and personal relationship 
with child welfare. In addition to 
raising three sons of their own, 
they have fostered 35 children and 
adopted two daughters.

FCCF is the education, training 
and research arm of the Florida 
Coalition for Children, a statewide 
child advocacy association.

Juli Gordon Wendy Register-AldridgeDimetrius MaddenShaun LewisQuinnell Jones

The Jacksonville Symphony Association 
named five new members to its board of 
directors and elected new officers for its 
2015-2016 season, and hired Amy Rankin 
as director of public relations.

Matthew S. McAfee, executive vice 
president of the law firm of Driver, McAfee, 
Peek and Hawthorne will serve a two-year 
board chair term effective July 1, 2015. 

Joining McAfee as officers are Vice 

Amy Rankin Matthew McAfee

Chair David Strickland, retired president 
of EverBank; Secretary Elizabeth 
Lovett Colledge, Ph.D., president of 
Commodores Point Terminal Corp.; and 
Treasurer Rick Moyer, Partner of Price 
Waterhouse Cooper, who is serving the 
second year of a two-year term.

New members to the board are John 
Surface, executive vice president of 
Corporate Development at EverBank; 

Symphony appoints new board members, 
hires new public relations director

Karen Bower, vice president, marketing 
and public relations, Riverplace Capital 
Management; Tim Cost, president of 
Jacksonville University, and retired 
executives Tyler Dann and Doug Worth.

San Marco gallery hires new director

Missy Hager, a resident and fixture in the art community in 
Riverside, has taken on a new role across the river in San Marco. 
As of June, she is the new director of Stellers Gallery at 1409 
Atlantic Boulevard. 

Hager is founder and CEO of Town Editions, an online print 
company, which serves art consultants, collectors and the 
interior design trade. 

A curator of numerous art exhibitions, Hager has an eye 
for featuring works by some of the most promising artists in 
the southeast. In 1997, she opened the House Gallery of Fine 
Photographs, which was Jacksonville’s only contemporary 
photography gallery. As director of the House Gallery, she 
curated a solo exhibit of works by internationally renowned 
French photographer William Ropp. In 2007, Missy expanded 
her range by opening Jane Gray Gallery, a contemporary 
showcase of emerging and regional artists.

Hager is a member of the Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
Women’s Board and has served on several local philanthropic 

committees including the Cummer Ball and Auction, The 
Arts and Antique Show, and After Dark. Three years ago, she 
founded PHOTOJAX, a photography festival, which is held in 
Jacksonville during September.

Steller Gallery Director Missy Hager and gallery owner Scott Riley
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Lakewood church welcomes 
new youth director

Lakewood Presbyterian Church has a 
new director of youth and young adults. 
Brian Mitchell joined the church staff in 
July and began his tenure chaperoning 
a youth mission trip to the Appalachian 
Mountains of Pennsylvania.

Mitchell, a native of Scotland, was 
formerly an elder in the Church of 
Scotland. After working four summers 

at a Presbyterian 
summer camp, he 
decided to move to 
the United States 
in his late twenties 
to pursue a career 
in youth ministry. 
He spent 19 years 
serving in two Ohio 
Presbyterian churches (PCUSA) before 
taking the Lakewood position.

Mitchell and his wife, Sara, have two 
sons, Aidan, 13, and Brennan, 9.

Northeast 
investment 
firm opens 
local office
San Jose resident 
Robert Joel has 
partnered with Ortega resident 
Mary Biggs Knauer to open 
the Jacksonville office of Salvus 
Wealth Management, LLC, a New 
Jersey-based boutique investment 
management firm focused 
primarily on serving high net-
worth individuals.

Joel is co-founder of Salvus, 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in history 
from Florida State University and 
the Certified Financial Planner 
designation. He serves as chairman 
of the boards of directors for 
Youth Crisis Center Properties 
and for amplify, a nonprofit that 
uses music and technology to 
help youth develop life skills and 
job readiness, and has previously 
served as a board member of the 
Arthritis Foundation and The 
Bolles School Alumni board.

The office is located in the 
Greenleaf Tower at 208 N. Laura 
Street, across from the Laura Street 
Trio and the Barnett Bank Building. 
Call (904) 674-3353 for information 
or visit salvuswealth.com.

Robert Joel

The Florida Association for Women 
Lawyers (FAWL) selected attorney Kate 
Mesic to be a member of its 2015 Class 
of Leaders in the Law at the Florida Bar’s 
Annual Convention held in Boca Raton 
on June 24. Mesic received the award as 
a member of the Jacksonville Women 
Lawyers Association (JWLA), of which 
she is a past president. 

“I’m honored,” said Mesic, of the San 
Jose Law Offices of Kate Mesic, P.A. and 
past president of JWLA. “I’ve had the 
privilege of working with an amazing group 
of women who support each other and the 
legal profession as much as possible.” 

Mesic also served as an Assistant State 
Attorney in the Fifth Judicial Circuit. She 
earned a Juris Doctor from University of 
Florida, Levin College of Law and a B.A. 
in English from the University of North 
Florida and is fluent in Russian.

She volunteers at Jacksonville Area Legal 
Aid and mentors students at UNF’s Coggin 

Kate Mesic

Mesic selected to Leaders in Law

Brian Mitchell

Corrigan named 
Bolles Math Chair

Dancing for  
fun and fitness

The Dance Trance® Jax crew with Beth 
Handline, director of Dance Trance San 
Marco, hit up South Beach Miami last 
month on its 9th annual Groove Tour, 
attended by over 100 participants from 
Jacksonville. The four-day destination 
event gives students the chance to 
connect and have fun with other Dance 
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Michael Corrigan
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Did you know there are approximately 
1,150 nonprofits in Northeast Florida? 
Or that 167 of the 1,008 that are not large 
institutional operations had revenues 
over $1 million in 2010? Or that the 
largest primary healthcare network in 
Jacksonville is Baptist Health?

Members of the Meninak Club of 
Jacksonville learned learned these and 
many other facts pertaining to the nonprofit 
sector in Northeast Florida during a panel 
presentation moderated by Ortega resident 
Jill Dame, Executive Director of Leadership 
Jacksonville, on July 13 at the Lexington 
Hotel on the Southbank.

During the luncheon meeting, Dame 
hosted a game where each Meninak 
member received a clicker to register 
their answers as she quizzed the group 
on trivia regarding local nonprofits. 
Four representatives of the nonprofit 

community made up a panel that answered 
questions about their organizations as they 
came up within the game.

Panel members included Jack Sears, 
Scout Executive of Boy Scouts of 
America; Dave Tuttle, Executive Director 
of Presbyterian Social Ministries; Melanie 
Messer, Director of Development at 
Baptist Health; and John Cone, Executive 
Director and co-founder of BASCA 
(Building Abilities for Special Children 
and Adults). During the game, each 
panelist outlined the purpose of their 
organization and presented a little known 
fact about its work. 

The Meninak Club draws its member-
ship from many business, professional, 
military and civic organizations within 
the Jacksonville community. It serves as a 
catalyst for networking among community 
leaders and seeks to provide a forum to 
shape the future of the city and Northeast 
Florida. Karen Brune Mathis serves as 
president of the club this year.

To introduce new art director, Missy 
Hager, to the community, Steller Gallery 
of San Marco owner Scott Riley hosted 
an opening wine reception July 16. 

Art connoisseurs and patrons enjoyed 

a lavish display of hors d’oeuvres while 
viewing the art collection. 

Steller Gallery’s resident artist Mike 
Perry of San Marco was also on hand to 
greet visitors. 

Meninak members quizzed 
about local nonprofits

Meninak President Karen Brune Mathis; Dave Tuttle, Executive Director of Presbyterian Ministries; Melanie 
Messer, Director of Development for Baptist Health Foundation; Jack Sears, Scout Executive for Boy Scouts 
of America; John Cone, Executive Director for BASCA (Building Abilities for Special Children and Adults) 

Jim and Kathy Hamilton and Julie Bluett

Janna and Mike Perry,  
Steller Gallery’s resident artist.

Vickie and Savanna Barker

Celebrating summer with art
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MOCA donors welcome latest exhibit

Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
celebrates Unsung Sheroes 

Summer soiree adds to membership, benefi ts Book Nook

Th ere were characters and costumes galore as 
patrons made their way to the Betsy Lovett Courtyard 
at the Jacksonville Main Public Library downtown. 
Th e Night at the Library gala was highlighted by a 
giving group who donned literary character costumes 
in support of Jacksonville’s reading challenged. 

With one in six adults struggling with illiteracy, 
the future becomes a harrowing place for those who 
are unable to read. From prescription drug labels to 
food ingredients on packages, recipes in cookbooks 
and street signs to homework for their children, 
adults in Duval County are in need of assistance. As 
the Learn to Read programs work to garner support 
from the City of Jacksonville, patrons help to off set 
the funding shortages by delivering donations, silent 
auction participation and ticket purchases. Learn to 
Read Executive Director Judy Bradshaw stressed the 
importance of the support as the program had to shut 
its doors a few years ago. “Don’t think for a minute 
we take your [donor] support for granted,” she said to 
those who were present at the July 18 event.

Unsung Sheroes – and one hero – was the theme for 
the Women, Words & Wisdom speaker event hosted July 
8 by the Women’s Center of Jacksonville. Th e 19 women 
and one man were recognized for their eff orts to improve 
the lives of women, including many of the 11,000 that 
the Women’s Center of Jacksonville touches each year.

Th ose honored included Dr. Lori Bilello, Jacksonville 
Women’s Network; Pat Bloebaum, Hubbard House; 
Dr. Dale Cliff ord, UNF Women’s Center; Michelle 
DeLuca, Angels for Charity Transportation; Kirsten 
Doolittle, Esq., Planned Parenthood of North Florida; 
Will Evans, Jr., Community Connections of Jacksonville; 

Book characters come to life 
for a night at the library

Th e latest installation at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Jacksonville (MOCA) was opened 
to patrons in mid-July, as special guests were able to 
embrace and interpret the bright and colorful Project 
Atrium artwork of Tallahassee-based artist Joelle 
Dietrick. Her works are focused on the fascination 
of “big data” and the interpretation of the glitches 
that can occur in the geolocation data systems within 
the shipping industry. Th rough precise layering 
of adhesive backed fabric and paint, the artist 

manipulates architectural fragments and forms into 
a glitch art aesthetic. Th e exhibit opened July 18 and 
will run through Oct. 25.

Th e opening of the latest exhibition provided guests 
with the ability to view the latest atrium, but take in 
the current featured exhibits titled, Southern Exposure: 
Portraits of a Changing Landscape and In Time We 
Should Know Ourselves: Photographs by Raymond 
Smith, among other works throughout three fl oors of 
exploratory experience at the downtown museum.

Resort casual was the dress for an evening at 
The River House Spirituality Center on July 11 at 
the Shircliff Society Summer Soiree. The society’s 
board of directors invited members and prospects 
to the cocktail reception that included live music. 
Robert T. Shircliff and his wife Carol were on hand 
to greet the young professionals and their guests, 
and Shircliff gave an inspirational message about 
philanthropy in the community.

“Th e membership had peaked at just over 100,” 
said Tim Forman, Director of Planned & Major 
Giving, St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation. 
“We want to off er this opportunity to other young 
professionals to get involved with the society.” 

Th e Shircliff  Society’s Young Professionals Group 
is currently raising funds to install a Book Nook on 
both fl oors at the St. Vincent’s Family Medical Center.

Leslie Fronczak, Women Business Owners of 
North Florida; Raye Gary, National Council of Negro 
Women; Carolyn Gentry, Florida Times-Union 
EVE Awards; Marie Heath, Schell Sweet Center; 
Michelle Knight, National Organization of Women; 
Rev. Mary Campbell McKinney, Harvest Inter-
Cultural Ministries; Beth Meyer, Chief of Disabled 
Services Division, City of Jacksonville; Moitreyi 
Nayek, Muslim Women Civic Group; Alba Orozco, 
Multicultural Ministry, Diocese of St. Augustine; 
Tiff ani Perez, Hill Breast Center; Willette Richie, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Gamma Rho Omega Chapter; 
Dr. Teresa Rummans, Mayo Clinic, Sulzbacher 
Center; Sheila Spivey, UNF Women’s Center, and Dr. 
Jennifer King Weldon, Duval County Sexual Assault 
Advisory Council.

Kelli Miller, Debbie Gazalleh, Jen Jones, Renee Thompson and Lacey Worsdell

Suzanne Perritt with Gary McCalla and Jackie CorneliusJim and Pat Griffi  ths with Rufus and Mariam McClure

Kylie Efron with Mia Clark Front: Tim Forman, William Nash, Mariah Verseput, Holly Crews, Robert T. 
Shircliff ; back: Kyle Crisp, Scott Ennis, Justin Markley, Paul Grainger

Kyle and Holly Crews, Beth Baldwin, Philip RogeroJim and Susan Towler

Coty Markley and Erica Cook

Mindy and Glen Barker, Georgia ReedMilanie Hatfi eld, Bobbi de Córdova-Hanks

Gillian Ticehurst, Delores Barr Weaver, 
Alma Ballard, board president

Jane Condon, Carol Grimes and Jackie Cornelius

Branch and Betsy 
Davis, Roben 

Faircloth with 
Julie Stein

Learn to Read Executive Director Judy Bradshaw 
with Board Member Moses Meide, Jr.

Honorary Chair Betsy 
Lovett with Ward Lariscy
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To encourage more foot traffic in San 
Marco Square and to give neighborhood 
residents something fun to do on Saturday 
afternoons, the San Marco Merchants 
Association is sponsoring a series of 
weekly musical events in Balis Park 
entitled Rhythm in Balis, at which local 
bands will perform from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Coordinated by Anita Morrill of San 
Marco, who owns an event-planning firm, 
SMMA hosted its first event, Freedom 
on the Fourth, on July 4. Jesse Montoya, 
and the bands Andre Gruber Good Time 
Music Hour, Tropic of Cancer, Spice and 
the Po Boys and You Rascal, You provided 
music under the gazebo until heavy 

rain forced the concert-goers inside The 
Parlour, where festivities continued.

Also appearing in July were the bands Es-
tes Music Lab and Park, both of which are 
also scheduled to perform again in August.

The weekly entertainment will be on-
going throughout the year, said SMMA 
President Anita Vining, who noted that 
San Marco businesses want to “give 
something back to the community” 
while encouraging people to shop in 
the district. “San Marco is the prettiest 
shopping area in the city,” she said. “It’s 
an awesome place to hang out.”

Merchants association 
sponsors music in park

Photos by George Foote

Rob Smith, Karen and Buddy McCombs

Jesse Montoya plays guitar on July 4 in Balis Park

A group of teenagers enjoy the festivities in Balis Park on the Fourth of July

Members of the Andre Gruber Good Time Music Hour perform in Balis Park.

Children play in the Balis Park reflecting pool 
during the Fourth of July celebration

Steve and Anita Morrill, their Golden 
Retriever Dylan, Gwen and Alan Howard
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San Marco Nights: 
Beer, food and fun

 
The turnout for the first monthly San 

Marco Nights community festival was 
“better than expected” said San Marco 
Preservation Society President Andrew 
Dickson with least 350 stopping by the 
parking lot behind Beer:30 in San Marco 
to enjoy beer, food, music and games 
from 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Jointly sponsored by the beer emporium 
and the San Marco Preservation Society, 
the local festivities will be held the second 
Thursday of each month with a different 
brewery offering tastings. 

Sweetwater Brewery was featured at the 
debut event offering an IPA brew aged on 
white and black peppercorns. Kitchen on 
San Marco provided food. Several local 
businesses had booths including Rising 
Tides Young Professionals, a volunteer 
group supporting the St. Johns Riverkeeper. 

Partial proceeds from the event benefit 
the San Marco Preservation Society.

Eric Hersh and Sarah Bowen Alex Leuthold, Paul Soud, Stuart Smith and Lexi Mire listen to musicAdam Robbie and Allie Andrew

Shannon Blankinship, Outreach Director of the  
St. Johns Riverkeeper, and Alicia Smith

Andrew Dickson, Liz Klein and James Klein
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Player registration now oPen!

Individual Player $250 - provides 40 meals for seniors 
Foursomes $1,000 - provides 160 meals for seniors

includes cart and greens fees, lunch, cocktail hour and golfer gift

Visit www.agingtrue.org/events to sign-up today!

For more information on sponsorships or player registration 
please contact rosa rivera, Development Coordinator 

904.807.1307 • RRivera@agingtrue.org

•   Through the generous support of our 
sponsors and participants, over $80,000 
was generated from last year’s Golf 
Classic, providing over 10,000 meals 
for seniors in our community.

•   Our goal this year is to surpass those 
figures, as over 900 seniors remain on 
the waiting list for Aging True’s Meals 
on Wheels program.

to BeneFit 
Meals on wheels

october 6, 2015

Jacksonville Jaguar Place Kicker  
JOSH SCOBEE 

Celebrity Host and Co-Chair
11:00 am Registration/Lunch • 12:30 pm Shot Gun Start
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By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

People moved often during the Great 
Depression to find work and it was no dif-
ferent for Jean Furman Dart’s family. One 
of her earliest memories is of moving from 
Texas to Jacksonville so that her father 
could work in sales for Sherwin-Williams. 
Doctors also said that Florida’s weather 
could help Frank Furman’s chronic asth-
ma, so Jean and her older brother Frank 
moved with their parents to Riverside.

The Furman family expanded when 
five-year-old Jean’s baby sister Betty was 
born. Her mother Helena Pond Furman, 
nicknamed Tootie, worked as an auditor 
for a local business. Jean attended West 
Riverside Elementary and loved the kind, 
patient principal, Miss Florence Hughes. 

The Furmans soon moved to St. Nicholas 
and family homes on Tiber Avenue, then 

on Riverwood Lane. Jean attended Landon 
High School and had many friends. She 
was a Landon Lionette for three years and 
met the six-foot, four-inch, handsome 
Robert M. “Bob” Dart in homeroom. 
Although Bob was a year older, they were 
classmates because Jean was placed one 
grade ahead. There were 157 students in 
their 1945 graduating class.

Jean’s favorite teacher at Landon, Hunter 
Perkins, taught English, and she also 
liked Orra Eastburn, the Dean of Girls. 
Bob played on the basketball and baseball 
teams. When Jean’s mother met Bob she 
declared him to be the most polite young 
man she’d ever met. Their first dates were 
spent riding on his bicycle.

Two of Jean’s friends at Landon were 
the late Violet (Brightman) Skinner and 
Mary Virginia (Skinner) Jones who was a 
Landon cheerleader. Mary Virginia gave 
Jean rides home in her car, a shiny black 

Model T Ford. Mary Virginia needed a 
car because the Skinner family home was 
“far out on Old Kings Road,” the 87-year-
old San Jose resident said.

Back then Jean felt like Jacksonville 
ended at Granada because there was no 
public transportation beyond there and 
the community seemed much smaller. 
Southside was just starting to open up and 
expand with new homes and more streets.

Bob, a Jacksonville native, was born 
in a home on 21st and Hubbard Street 
in Springfield. His late parents, Julian 
LeRoy “Roy” and Roberta (Moore) Dart, 
were high school sweethearts at Duval 
High School, 601 North Ocean Street, 
then the city’s only high school. Their 
oldest son Roy was killed in the war and 
their daughter Pat (Furman) Dees of 
Gainesville, is also deceased. 

When Bob was 10 years old, the Dart 
family moved to Granada. Their brick 

family home was located on the corner of 
Granada and Cordova Streets. Later his 
parents lived at the Plantation Apartments 
on Toledo Road. Bob’s father had a finan-
cial career and was president of Florida 
National Bank.

“Bob finished high school, joined the 
army and left for Italy,” Jean said. “He was 
discharged in 1949 during my senior year at 
Florida State University. We were married 
after my graduation in July and I taught 
school in Gainesville while Bob finished at 
the University of Florida.” When Jean first 
entered college in 1945, it was Florida State 
College for Women. When she completed 
her education degree and graduated, the 
school had been renamed FSU.

Bob enrolled at Jacksonville University 
when it was a two-year college located 
in Riverside. He finished his business/

Jean and Bob Dart
Newlyweds Jean, right, with her siblings Frank and baby sister Betty

continued on page 25
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real estate degree at UF in 1950. The 
newlyweds moved home and built their 
red brick dream house on Ponce de Leon 
Avenue between Dupont Middle School 
and St. Augustine Road. Later Bob added 
on a side garage and larger entrance. The 
couple tended their lush rose beds and 
annuals on the large lot. Flowers and 
gardening were hobbies they shared and 
enjoyed together throughout their 65-
year marriage. Their longtime neighbors 
and close friends are Melvin and Valerie 
Trescot, still living there.

Jean was delighted when her parents 
bought a lot in 1952 and built a 
traditional brick home nearby. The 
Furman home at the corner of San Jose 
and San Fernando was within a few 
blocks of Jean’s home on Ponce de Leon.

Bob began his mortgage banking career 
in Jacksonville with Stockton, Whatley & 
Davin mortgage banking, real estate and 
insurance company (10 years). He next 
headed the mortgage loan department at 
Atlantic Bank for 10 years and finished 
his career in Barnett Bank’s mortgage 
department. He retired at age 60 in 1987, 
became ill in 2010 and passed away in 2014. 

The Darts had two daughters, Laurie 
Bourdon (Mike) and Debbie Joiner (Jim). 
Their three granddaughters are Bonnie 
Wiley (Andrew), Melodie Logue (Kevin) 
and Shelley Kale (Zach). They also 
have five great-grandchildren. Another 
granddaughter, Lindsay (Joiner) Keller died 
at age 32 in 2013 after battling brain cancer.

After losing a granddaughter in 2013 
and Bob in 2014, Jean’s Christian faith and 
focus on helping others were even more 
important. She remembers wonderful 
covered dish picnics on the grounds of 
Hendricks Methodist Church located 
across from Naugle Funeral Home before 
the new Methodist church was built. 

In 1950 the Darts were charter 
members of Southside United Methodist 
Church where they attended the first 
Easter Sunday chapel service. She 

attended meetings where the purchase 
of the property at San Jose Boulevard 
and Hendricks Avenue was considered. 
She and Bob planted grass around the 
original two-story combined education/
church building and tended to the 
Memorial Garden roses for years. 

Jean and Bob were lifelong volunteers 
for church and many organizations 
including Boy Scouts and their children’s 
activities. Jean held two church staff 
positions: weekday kindergarten director/
teacher, 1960-1968; diaconal minister 
(education and service to others), 1976-
1989. She completed courses at Florida 
Southern University and at Emory 
Seminary. She retired from paid positions 
in 1989 but plans to never retire from 
volunteering or church activities. Her 
mother’s Catholic faith and her Aunt 
Angela, a devout Catholic nun, inspired 
her service to others.

Jean is close to her family, her brother 
Frank and sister Betty. She especially 
enjoys family reunions at their Lake 
Junaluska, N. Carolina cabin. She 
is currently starting an elderly/ill 
homebound visitation program with 
several of her friends. She supports several 
charities including the Children’s Home 
Society, special needs adult programs and 
American Brain Tumor Association.

Jean and her daughters Laurie and Debbie

YourStory in Print
Seeking willing participants for The Way 

We Were column. If interested or know 

someone who has a story to tell, contact 

editor@residentnews.net.

By Julie Kerns Garmendia

World War II veteran John Mattson 
celebrates his 91st birthday on August 
5th. Drafted into the U.S. Army in 1943, 
Mattson arrived in France 10 days after 
the Invasion of Normandy. 

The Jacksonville native served 
in the U.S. military until 1946 in 
reconnaissance and combat patrols on 
the frontlines. Listed on the Honor Roll 
at the National World War II Museum, 
Mattson received many certificates of 
Special Congressional Recognition 
for his wartime service. His numerous 
honors and citations include a Military 
Marksmanship Award as part of the 
175th Infantry in the European Theatre. 
He deeply appreciates the more than 
128 letters of thanks he has received for 
his military service.

In October 2011 Mattson felt privileged 
to be one of 35 World War II veterans 
who flew aboard a First Coast Honor Air 

Flight to tour the national monuments 
and memorials in Washington, D.C. The 
trip was sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Orange Park Sunrise.

Currently a resident at Taylor Manor, 
Mattson was born in 1924 to the late 
John and Zelma Dickerson. He has a 
younger brother Richard and a sister 
Elizabeth (Mattson) Shaw. He was 
married 64 years to the late Irene Suggs, 
who enlisted as a nurse at a U.S. Air 
Force military hospital in Orlando during 
wartime. She later worked at Memorial 
Hospital in Jacksonville. 

After his discharge from the 
military, Mattson worked at Smurfit-
Stone Container Corporation on 
the Northside for 42 years until his 
retirement in 1989. The Mattsons 
had three children, Donna (Mattson) 
Snyder, James Robert “Bob” and 
Jonathan Wayne Mattson. There are 
five grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren.

World War II veteran 
celebrates 91st birthday
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By Marcia Hodgson
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Patricia Anderson and her husband had 
no idea they were making an investment 
45 years ago when they bought a painting 
from a gallery in Rockport, Massachusetts.

Anderson was one of several residents 
at Taylor Manor who discovered the value 
their possessions during the Antique 
Showcase given by Barbara Langston of 
Langston Antiques and Liquidation on 
July 2. The showcase – a spinoff of the 
popular TV series Antiques Roadshow 
– was held in the living room of Taylor 
Manor in San Jose.

A former Miramar resident, Anderson 
was astonished to discover her painting 

Residents discover hidden treasure 
Appraiser values family heirlooms at senior living center

had gone up in value 1,228 percent. 
Langston valued it at $4,300.

Anderson said she and her late husband 
were touring galleries in the New England 
artist colony during a vacation when the 
watercolor by Paul Strisik caught their eye. 
They bought it for $350 – a small fortune 
in the late 1960s – and paid for it in $50 
monthly installments. “It was quite a 
stretch for us at the time,” Anderson said.

 “I was in Bozeman, Montana and saw a 
painting by him for $1,000 so I knew mine 
was probably worth more than I paid for it, 
but I had no idea it was worth that much,” 
Anderson said, noting she was surprised 
when Langston told her Strisik died in 
1998. The artist’s death factors into the 
painting’s increase in value, Langston said.

Patricia Anderson was surprised to discover her watercolor was valued at $4,300.

Katherine Arnold holds out her grandmother’s 
necklace valued by Langston at $1,000.

 “I won’t be selling it. It’s not going to 
be for sale,” Anderson said, adding that 
although the painting was nearly 50 years 
old its colors remain vibrant because it 
spent 30 years away from sunlight on her 
living room wall in Miramar.

 During the roadshow, Langston accessed 
the value of many treasures owned by 
the residents at the senior living facility 
including a hardbound copy of Gone with 
the Wind by Margaret Mitchell (valued 
at $50 because it was not a first edition), 
a silver trophy tray from a horse show 
purchased for 50 cents at a consignment 
shop now valued at $50, and a pair of Royal 
Doulton vases worth $600 apiece.

Langston said she conducts the Antique 
Showcase program at local senior living 
centers 12 to 14 times per year. The most 
valuable item she ever appraised during 
a showcase was a letter from Marilyn 
Monroe sent to a woman’s husband 
during World War II thanking him for his 
military service, she said. 

The letter, signed by Monroe, also had 
her signature above the return address 
on the envelope. Included with the letter 
was an autographed Hollywood studio 
photograph of the actress. Both items 
with the three signatures were worth 
approximately $30,000, she said. The 
owner of the letter said, “This is the best 
gift my husband ever gave me,” Langston 

Amanda Ferranti, admission’s coordinator for Taylor 
Manor, shows Victoria Wilson and Alice Fletcher a 
rooster valued at $75.

recalled, when she told her its value. The 
second most valuable item she has run 
across was a piece of Newcomb pottery 
worth $19,000, Langston said.

John J. (Matt) Mathis, 100, said he 
enjoyed the show but didn’t understand 
all that was said because he is hearing 
impaired as well as legally blind. Mathis 
said the only antique he owns now is his 
bed at the senior center, which originally 
belonged to his wife’s grandmother. “I 
have no idea how old it is or what it’s 
worth,” he said, adding that he had no 
interest in having Langston take a look at 
it. “I don’t care to know. I’m going to keep 
it. I use it as my bed.”

Barbara Langston discusses the value of a stuffed 
bear during the Antique Showcase at Taylor 
Manor July 2.
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Land on Dupont Avenue in San Jose is 
being cleared for a new state-of-the-art 
memory-care facility, scheduled to open 
in less than two years.

Arbor Terrace San Jose, a 64-bed 
memory-care, assisted-living facility 
will be located at 3760 Dupont Avenue. 
The $12-million establishment is being 
developed by Whitehall Realty Partners 
of Park Street in Riverside. The firm is 
currently renovating new office space at 
1721 Atlantic Blvd. in San Marco and plans 
to move its headquarters later this year. 

The San Jose memory-care facility is 
the third Whitehall has built in Northeast 
Florida. Whitehall San Jose LLC bought 
the nearly 3.5-acre parcel from the 
Skinner family for $850,000 in July 2014. 

Whitehall Realty Partner’s other facilities 
include Arbor Terrace Ortega, which 
opened on Timuquana Road in 2013, and 
Arbor Terrace Ponte Vedra, which opened 
on Palm Valley Road in June.

Dana B. Kenyon Co. is the contractor 
for the project. Construction is due to 
start in September 2015, with grand-
opening tours beginning in late March 
2016 and the building slated to open for 
business in April 2016. An information 
center will be available at the site in 
November 2015. 

The Arbor Company of Atlanta, Georgia, 
will operate the facility.

Like its predecessors, Arbor Terrace 

San Jose will cater exclusively to those 
affected by Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias. Engagement and specialized 
activities for its patrons will be provided. 
Nutritious food that can be eaten easily 
is a hallmark of the home’s Dining with 
Dignity menu. Forty caregivers will be 
employed by the facility, said Ortega 
resident G. John Carey, founding partner 
of Whitehall Realty Partners.

“Most assisted living facilities have 
memory-care sections, but we feel we can 
deliver better care if that is all we do,” he said. 

Carey said he became interested 
in the memory-care business when 
he saw how difficult it was to find an 
appropriate facility when he needed to 
care for his mother-in-law, who suffered 
from dementia. Most assisted living 
homes utilize a locked wing to house 
their dementia patients, but Arbor 
Terrace facilities are different because the 
rooms are clustered in small groups like 
neighborhoods and the perimeter of the 
building is secure, allowing clients to enjoy 
an 8,000 to 10,000-square-foot courtyard 
in the building’s center, he said.

 “All residents can access the courtyard 
so they have the feeling they’re not 
secured in a wing,” he said. “It’s designed 
to feel like you’re at home.” 

Carey said extensive demographic 
marketing research determined his firm’s 
selection of the residential Dupont Avenue 
location, which is halfway between San 
Jose and San Marco and near St. Augustine 
Road and University Boulevard. 

Memory care facility slated for Dupont Avenue

A rendering of Arbor Terrace-San Jose, a new memory care facility being built at 3760 Dupont Avenue.

Land is being cleared at 3760 Dupont Avenue in San Jose to make way for the new Arbor Terrace Memory 
Care facility.



Visit us at www.powdercoatingjacksonville.com 
for ideas and to receive a quote today!

Atlantic Powder Coating offers quality automotive, marine and home upholstery! If 
you need your  chairs, cushions, car seat, boat cushions, boat canvases and benches 

reupholstered call or visit our site for a quote today! Give Harold a call at (904) 724.2422 or 
www.powdercoatingjacksonville.com for more details. Pick-up and delivery is available 
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Lion’s
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904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

6730 Epping Forest Way North, Villa 105  – This 
gorgeous condominium offers spectacular views of the 
St. Johns River. Two bedrooms, two full and one half 
baths, over 2,600 square feet and only the finest quality 
appointments such as in-laid wood floors, custom 
cabinetry, built-in entertainment center, wet bar, two-sided 
fireplace, home office and glassed-in porch. $875,000

4244 San Jose Boulevard – This beautiful historic 
home on one acre+ in San Marco offers 143 feet on 
the St. Johns River. Amenities include four bedrooms 
and three full and one half baths in the Main House, 
plus a very large Guest Room with bath over the 
three-car garage; fireplaces in Living, Dining and 
Family Rooms; pool; covered decks; and much more! 
$1,650,000

621 Lavender Lane  – Stunning brick home in 
Julington Creek Plantation with updates galore – new 
architectural roof, new wood floors, new carpet, new 
stainless appliances and granite countertops in the 
Kitchen. Three bedrooms, two baths, covered lanai 
and huge back yard with plenty of place for a pool 
and soccer space for the kids. $259,900

2025 Spring Meadows Court  – Wonderful spacious 
five bedroom, four bath home in St. Johns County with 
bamboo floors throughout for ease of housekeeping 
with children and pets. Formal Living and Dining Rooms, 
Kitchen overlooks the Family and Breakfast Rooms, 
beautifully landscaped both front and back, and the cul-
de-sac location is perfect for the children. $339,900

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com
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St. Vincent’s Clay County 
to hold Corks & Forks gala

Corks & Forks, the inaugural masquerade charity benefit for St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center Clay County, will feature signature dishes 
from eight of the region’s most talented chefs, exclusive wine and 
a spectacular setting on the banks of the St. Johns River. The 
gala will be held Friday, Oct. 23 at The Club Continental.

Corks & Forks event chairs Drs. Omar and Lorraine Dajani, 
and Senator Rob and Jennifer Bradley are planning an evening 
to benefit the community through increased outreach and 
expansion of St. Vincent’s Medical Center Clay County. The 
expansion would increase the hospital’s 64 in-patient beds by 
50 percent, expand its emergency room and provide women’s 
services through the construction of the J. Wayne and Delores 
Barr Weaver Women and Infant’s Pavilion at Clay County.

Drs. Omar and Lorraine Dajani, Jennifer and Senator Rob Bradley

Dinosaur jokes and puns ran 
rampant (No date? Just go stag-
osaurus!) during the adults-only 
“night at the museum” on July 18. 
The Museum of Science and History’s 
young affinity group – The Elements 
– enjoyed the animatronics dinosaurs 
at the Dinosaurs Unearthed exhibit, 
live science demos, a DJ, photo booth 
and a program in the Bryan-Gooding 
Planetarium. A MOSH classic – liquid 
nitrogen ice cream – was served with 
barbeque and brews. 

Founded in 2014, The Elements of 
MOSH is a member-based group for 
young professionals ages 21 to 40, 
who infuse a unique creative energy 
to MOSH and serve as membership 
ambassadors by sponsoring dynamic 
social, educational and volunteer events.

Partying like it was 140,000,000 B.C.

Tor Haynes and Mallory Haynes

Emily Moody, Varick Rosete, Ashley Pratt and Jason Pratt





 Join us for the 20th Anniversary  
  Celebration of the Women’s 
   Center of Jacksonville and
     the retirement of founder      
      Shirley Webb. WHEN: Friday, August 21, 2015 at 6:30pm

WHERE: Deerwood Country Club 

   COST: General Admission $90.00

             Y
oung Professionals $45.00

For more information and ticket  
 discounts contact:
  www.womenscenterofjax.org
   or 904-722-3000 ext. 0

Celebrate Women!

JF
J

Furniture
ax

Refinishing & Upholstering

Specializing in Antique 
Restoration

904.435.3379

Dr. Jessica Anderton, PsyD.
Dr. Lauriann Sandrik, PsyD.

6817 Southpoint Pkwy 
Suite #802
Jacksonville, FL 32216
P: (904) 900-3594
newpathpsy@gmail.com

A U G U ST  S P E C I A L :
10% Discount August only on:

• Gifted Testing 
• Learning Disability Testing

New Path Psychology
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The Uptown Civitan Club hosted a reverse auction 
July 18 at WJCT Studios. Dubbed the Second Annual 
Golden Opportunity for the Community and You, the 
club sold 300 tickets at $100 each, three of which were 
auctioned during the night of the event. A Grand prize 
of $10,000 was awarded for the last ticket drawn. The 
holders of the three tickets decided to split the grand 

prize. Diane Young, Dr. Ron Winchester and Clara 
Webster each took home $3,333.33.

Dan Kossoff, former producer of the Jacksonville Jazz 
Festival was the master of ceremonies. Musician Tony 
Novelly provided the entertainment. Flagship committee 
member Nancy Chamblin of San Marco put together 
a collection of themed gift baskets, which were also 

awarded during the evening and a silent auction was 
held. Participants enjoyed drinks and hors d’ oeuvres 
and live entertainment.

Civitan grossed $31,000 to benefit several nonprofit 
organizations, which serve community needs with an 
emphasis on those with disabilities.

 

John Carter, Civitan President Wynester Sherrer, Yolanda Carter

Uptown Civitan fundraiser benefits local nonprofits

Minor and Nancy Chamblin Fred and Martha Tromberg and Susan HamiltonBrenda and Gene Wolchok

Richard Hecht and Reen Foley, Linda Foley and Roger Sharp



1537 Margaret Street • Open Every Day
904.355.4434 • Mossfire.com

Cool doesn’t 
get better 

than frozen.
Everyday

from
3-7pm

TUESDAYS
FROM 3-CLOSE
$5 frozen drinks
from our Specialty 
Frozen Drink Menu

happy 
H  UR 

$5 
frozen 
drinks

august special

Y o u r L u x u r Y L i v i n g e x p e r t 9 0 4 . 3 0 4 . 5 4 5 8
© A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

4726 Cates Ave. Jacksonville FL. 1,518 sqft. 
3 Bedroom | 2 bathroom + 232 sqft detached 

Bonus | game room. Total of 1,750 sqft.
Listed at $180,000.00

julio.mendez@bhhsfnr.com

juliocesarmendez.com

JuLiOcesarmendez. 
reaLTOr® & ArCHiTeCT

“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

904.516.5976
Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More

Eau Palm Beach Resort and Spa 
has always had the reputation for 
casual luxury that is miles away from 
mainstream, but now famed designer 
Jonathan Adler has helped the opulent 
resort redefine the guest experience. The 
latest touches to the resort feature an 
entirely new ambiance that reflect the 
destination’s stylish, yet elegant spirit.

Adler, a seasonal resident of Palm 
Beach, has an approach to design that 
establishes a sense of place, perfectly 
showcasing the area’s personality while 
allowing guests to enjoy a relaxingly 
authentic Palm Beach experience. Adler 
reimagined all 309 guest rooms as well 
as its suites and corridors to amplify the 
resort’s extant charms – crystal-clear 
turquoise waters lapping at a beautiful 
strand of white sand; palm trees that 
sway in the gentle breeze; four distinct 
dining options including a pair of 
excellent restaurants; fun-filled children’s 
amenities; a well-appointed business 
center; secluded adult pool, as well as 
the renown 42,000-square-foot Eau Spa, 
named one of the top 25 spas in the world 
by Conde Nast Magazine.

The hotel’s new look reflects Adler’s 
smart and playful sense of design. He 
creates a sense of whimsy, utilizing sun-
soaked blues and yellows in bold patterns, 
botanicals on padded headboards and 
lovebirds, which eye each other longingly, 
to grace the throw pillows on each bed. 

White wallpaper with silver bamboo 
detailing and shades of blue and nickel/
chrome elements draw you into the room 
then out to the ocean. Even the drapes 
channel the look of a cabana, covering the 
sliding glass entry to the balcony in deep 
navy with crisp white borders and accents.

The suites offer the same color palette 
as the guest rooms’ sea-inspired accents 
and draperies. A pickled-oak credenza 
with a modern chinoiserie vibe looks 
like a one-of-a-kind piece. Each suite 
includes a large round table that can 
double as a desk or dining table, making 
the room practical enough to serve as an 
office or perfect for a romantic dinner or 
entertaining with cocktails.

In the bath, the cabinets below the 
sinks are lacquered and updated with 
campaign-style hardware in a nickel finish. 
Queen Anne-shaped mirrors rise above 
the sinks surrounded by teal-colored 
lacquered frames. The water-closet area 
is reminiscent of a tiny jewel box, the 
walls papered in deep blue and green fish 
scales with silver accents and a poster-size 
portrait of a neon-yellow budgie by Leila 
Jeffreys, which provides a pop of gold.

Slim Aarons Photography provides 
a splash of Palm Beach fabulousness to 
every room. Each chamber includes a 
Jenna Snyder-Phillips watercolor of a sea 
horse as well as a Donald Robertson beach 
scene of multi-generational families to 

showcase inclusion and diversity, which 
Eau Palm Beach Resort embraces. 

The Eau Spa is the kind of place one can 
hide all day, enjoying an aromatherapy 
bath, scrub, massage or facial in a personal 
spa villa or relaxing on a canopied day bed 
in the courtyard garden, catching up on 
magazines while sipping champagne.

It will be hard to find a reason to 
leave the resort, but those who wish to 
venture out will discover fine dining and 
splendid shopping a short drive away on 
Worth Avenue. Eclectic Delray Beach is 
20 minutes south on the coast. Fishing 
charters are nearby, and outstanding scuba 
diving is as close as the Gulf Stream, but 
four miles offshore.

S P E C I A L  F I N D S

Designer Jonathan Adler transforms Palm Beach Resort

Ocean-centric elegance 
engages guests, 
business travelers

EAU PALM BEACH RESORT AND SPA  |  800-328-0170  |  WWW.EAUPALMBEACH.COM



#SO-0584A

B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E

Top Brands Revealed at Local Discount Retailer
Savvy Shoppers Save on Endless Selections

Designers, smart consumers and college 
bound students are outfitting office spaces, 
filling second homes or dorms and staging real 
estate with furniture and accessories from a 
hidden treasure in West Jacksonville. Tight-
lipped buyers enjoy fire-sale prices on brands 
ranging from Lilly Pulitzer, Michael Amini, 
and Young American, while concealing their 
origins from those admiring their stylish 
choices, but the secret has now been revealed.

Viktor Gjergji, the gentleman and proprietor 
behind Viktor’s Payless and Grocery at 6612 
San Juan Avenue, is reaching out to a broader 
audience to grow his sales by providing unheard 
of deals on the finest furniture. Gjergji’s 
shop, just a few miles from the tony areas of 
Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, San Marco, San 
Jose and St. Nicolas, features brands from top 
designers while offering steep discounts on a 
treasure trove of goods. “Drexel, Barclay Butera, 
Pulasky, Collezione-Europa – any high end 
brand that exists, we have it,” said Gjergji.

The source of Gjergji’s selling power comes 
through purchasing goods from government 
auctions and seizures, unclaimed freight, and 
overstocks from other retailers. By purchasing 
through these outlets, Viktor’s provides 
endless deals on myriad grocery, personal 
and sportswear items, fine furniture, outdoor 
furniture and high end mattresses and box 
springs, to name just a few.

Gjergji enjoys passing those steep discounts 
on to nonprofits, churches, and even college 
students in need of assistance. “Not everyone 
can afford to buy fine furniture, but they can 
here,” he continued. “We do a lot for college 
kids and homeless shelters. We match dollar for 
dollar for college students, homeless shelters, 
Lutheran Services and churches.”

Gjergji’s honesty and friendly, helpful 
service extends to customers from all walks 
of life, reflecting his love for both country and 
community. “You can work anywhere in the 
world, but it doesn’t pay off like it does here. I 
started out as an employee and now I am the 
owner. I’m living the American dream,” said 
Gjergji, who immigrated to the United States 
in 1991.

Filling big ticket orders with high end 
furniture is part of that dream, yet nothing 
new to Gjergji, who recently outfitted the 
State Attorney’s office. “We completed it with 
seven truckloads of furnishings. We sell to 
judges, lawyers – anyone born and raised in 
Jacksonville should know of this hidden spot.”

Viktor’s not only furnishes steep discounts 
for the legal set and real estate staging services, 
but for anyone who wants half off or more 
on fabulous, exclusive furniture brands. Have 
college bound student under your roof? 
Viktor’s has a package deal at the ready. 

Need a new Lilly Pulitzer bed set for your 

master bedroom, or a classy Michael Amini 
credenza for the dining room of your vacation 
home? Viktor’s has what you want. Is your deck 
devoid of a rotisserie grill and comfy outdoor 
furniture? Viktor’s has you covered with deep 
discounts on some of the best brands.

Gjergji’s clientele, who range from 
college-bound students to high net worth 
homeowners, multiple property investors to 
those living paycheck-to-paycheck, all know 
one thing– there’s no day the same at Viktor’s. 
Shipments of goods arrive daily and no trip 
to the store is without surprises to be found 
among the newly stocked items.

The secret is out; Viktor’s Payless and 
Grocery has everything you need for every 
aspect of your life– all at steep discounts, of 
course. Groceries, sports, health and beauty, 
and baby and kids departments combine 
with the finest furniture to make your visit to 
Viktor’s Payless and Grocery a complete, truly 
one-stop shopping experience.

A Lilly Pulitzer bedroom accessory 
‘pagoda’ piece revealed for a sneak-peek

Viktor’s Payless & Grocery
is located at:
6612 San Juan Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210

(904) 786-5424
Operating hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday from  9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Viktor Gjergji

“Viktor’s has you 
covered with deep 
discounts on some 
of the best brands.”

ON YOUR 
BIRTHDAY
Furniture Items are20% off
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Sunburn was top of mind for the Ritchie 
family of San Marco this summer. Although 
they are used to Jacksonville’s hot weather, 
the Florida sun was especially cruel to the 
very fair skin of their Norwegian guest.

This summer 12-year-old Robert 
Ritchie hosted Torbjørn “Toby” 
Berthelsen, one of 10 students ages 12 
and 13 from Norway, for two weeks and 
then lived with Toby’s family in Oslo for 
another two weeks. It was the Ritchies’ 
first “interchange” experience, where 
families from Jacksonville send their 
children to another country and in turn 
host children from those families.

Keeping Toby lathered up with 
sunscreen was a must as many of the 
activities were outdoors for the USA 
and Norway delegations of Children’s 
International Summer Villages (CISV). 

The Jacksonville chapter hosted the 
2015 CISV Village at a local public 
school for a month, with delegations of 
60 11-year-old students, six international 
junior counselors and five adult staff 
from 12 countries. For the month that 
they were here in Jacksonville, the 
delegates learned about each other’s lives 
and cultures and how to communicate, 
cooperate and live together.

International exchange promotes communication, cooperation

enjoyed floating down the Ichetucknee 
River, visiting the Magic Kingdom and 
spending a day in St. Augustine.

Robert’s mother, Valerie Ritchie, 
said the family got involved with CISV 
last summer when he was one of four 
Jacksonville students who represented 
the United States at CISV’s Peace by Piece 
Village in Roskilde, Denmark.

“Robert spent four weeks in Denmark 
as an 11-year-old,” said Valerie. “Now it’s a 
different venue here geared to his age group, 

The CISV group gets a photo op with new Jacksonville mayor Lenny Curry at his post-inauguration picnic 
in Hemming Park.

Ron Ritchie, son Robert, guest Torbjørn Berthelsen, Valerie Ritchie

Rushil Sai and Robert Ritchie at Sweet Pete’s

It wasn’t all work, no play. The 
delegations also enjoyed a variety of 
fun activities. Downtown Day on July 1 
included a stop at Sanctuary on 8th Street, 
candy making and shopping at Sweet 
Pete’s, attending First Wednesday Art 
Work and getting a photo opportunity 
with newly inaugurated Jacksonville 
Mayor Lenny Curry before dinner at 
Burrito Gallery. The 14 girls and six boys 
also went to a Jacksonville Suns baseball 
game. Outside of Jacksonville, they 

still with yearly themes, such as conflict and 
resolution. I like to think of it as a little bit 
more like school than a vacation.”

She said that most of the Norwegian 
students are from outside the city of Oslo. 
“Toby is the only one from inside the 
city of Oslo so city life is something that 
Robert is looking forward to,” Valerie said.

Toby shared that this was his third trip 
to America, but the other times were 
for vacation. “The [CISV] mini-camps 
were my favorite part; we had a lot of 
fun,” he said about this trip. “We went to 
Rebounders, the trampoline place. We 
don’t have any of those in Norway so I 
really wanted to do it.” 

The Jacksonville chapter was founded in 
1976 and is the only one in Florida. CISV 
Jacksonville will announce its 2016 summer 
programs on October 25, 2015. Visit www.
cisvjax.org for more information.
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Twelve Boy Scouts from Troop 35 at 
Southside United Methodist Church in 
San Marco traveled to Northern Tier, the 
Boy Scouts of America High Adventure 
Base near Ely, Minnesota on June 20 for 
an eight-day long-distance canoe trip in 
the Canadian wilderness of the Quetico 
Provincial Park in Ontario. 

“During the trip, the Scouts carried 
all of their own gear, became skilled in 
conducting portages from lake to lake, 
found appropriate campsites, and helped 
with research work to ensure the continued 
health of the lakes in Canada and the US 
Boundary Waters,” said Jon Singleton, one 
of the adult leaders on the trip.

The Quetico consists of over one 
million pristine acres with more than 600 
lakes, and is breathtakingly gorgeous, 
according to Singleton. 

“There was so much scenic beauty, and 
we got to camp on several islands, which 
was fun! We saw lots of loons, too, and 
they’re kind of weird birds,” said Brandon 
Singleton. “Showering in a waterfall was 
my favorite part!” 

The BSA high adventure programs are 
open to Scouts who are 14 years or older, 
and who have achieved at least 1st Class 
rank. The other adult leaders on the trip 
included Wade Lindsey, Chris McGee, 
and Glenn Green.

Boy Scouts enjoy wilderness adventure

Scouts Will McLaurine, Brandon Singleton, Josh Milon, Riley McGee, Alex Anderson, Dylan Tedder, James 
Dell’Alba, Christian Floyd, Cecil Dichiara, Colton Champion, Grayson Eng, Cory Vaughn

Scouts are “gunwale up” while preparing to test the water clarity in Lake Louisa. Front boat: Cecil Dichiara, 
Cory Vaughn, James Dell’Alba; rear boat: Dylan Tedder, Will McLaurine, Brandon Singleton

Scouts at the end of a portage at Louisa Falls: Brandon Singleton, Dylan Tedder, Will McLaurine,  
Cory Vaughn, James Dell’Alba, Cecil Dichiara

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville received a 
$40,000 grant for professional development from the 
Benedict Foundation for Independent Schools. This 
year, the Foundation funded proposals throughout 
the United States that support teachers who are 
inspired, well-prepared and innovative.

Episcopal applied for the grant for support of 
its Harkness initiative, a widespread change to its 
teaching paradigm with a move toward student-
centered, collaborative learning.

“Episcopal is grateful to the Benedict Foundation for 
its support of our foray into Harkness teaching,” said 
Charles F. Zimmer, Head of School. “This program 
has enlivened our faculty and engaged our students, 
and we are excited about its potential here.”

Named for philanthropist Edward Harkness, 
this style of teaching has been used successfully at 
Phillips Exeter Academy since the 1930s and since 
then at other independent schools. Its success and 

continued relevance are due to its focus on students’ 
participation, preparation and responsibility for 
the subject matter, and ensures that learning is a 
collaborative process.

The grant enables Episcopal to fund the next phase 
of Harkness teaching, including on campus and 
off-site training, professional development trips to 
Exeter Humanities Institute for four teachers to learn 
and adopt the Harkness Method in their classrooms; 
evaluation and additional training for teachers 
already using Harkness; and training for two 
experienced teachers to become Harkness Method 
trainers.

Every student at Episcopal will benefit from 
Harkness in the coming academic year, because all 
English classes will employ the Harkness method 
beginning in 2015-2016. As part of the grant 
award, Episcopal will provide documentation of the 
program’s accomplishments in the coming year.

Students at The Episcopal School of Jacksonville work collaboratively using the 
Harkness Method.

Grant funds continuation 
of Harkness initiative
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Climbing a mountain, taking a journey through uncharted 
territory or experiencing the force of God’s love – all 
opportunities for children to have fun, socialize and continue 
to learn during the summer break from school. 

Camp Discovery, South Jacksonville 

Presbyterian Church

Everest Challenge, Hendricks  
Avenue Baptist Church

JaxParks Tennis Camp

JaxPark Day-Enrichment Camp

SonSpark Labs, San Jose  

Baptist Church
Surf Camp, Family  

Support Services

G-Force, Southside  
United Methodist Church

Journey Off the Map,  
Southside Baptist Church

Marshmellow Camp, 
Sanctuary on 8th Street

Kennedy Rhett, Ferris Anderson and Meadow Mitchell check out the 
children’s books during a scavenger hunt at San Marco Public Library. 

The hunt was an activity offered in the Day-Enrichment Camp at 
neighboring Balis Community Center. During a two-week session, 

campers explore nature, play team sports, play games while working on 
reading, writing, math and science under the watchful eye of Educational 
Coordinator Phyllis Simpson of San Marco for at last one hour each day.

Ella Hartie, Ashlee Hall and Maddie Weise enjoy some girl time after snack. For their missions’ project, over 90 children collected $400 in quarters to donate to residents of the Towers of Jacksonville who live on a fixed income. While the senior living facility is being renovated, the residents are forced to use a coin-operated Laundromat and the children wanted to help them out.

Science was the theme of Vacation Bible School at San Jose Baptist Church 

July 6-10. SonSpark Labs taught the children science facts while sharing 

God’s plan for his children as found in the Bible and through Jesus.

Camp Counselor Henry Jacqmein ties a shoe for Dartavius Jones who just wanted to zip around the outdoor basketball court on a skateboard at Sanctuary on 8th Street.
South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church held Camp Discovery Vacation 

Bible School for 60 children from preschool to sixth grade June 22-26. More 

than 30 volunteers guided the children through a week of entertaining 

activities including games, music, crafts, science, storytelling and water 

play. In order to teach the children how to share God’s love with others, 

the camp sponsored a canned food drive, collecting more than 300 food 

items for the United Community Food Pantry on St. Augustine Road. 

Catelyn McClain, Emma Webber, Hannah Pellicer, Austin Otwell 
(drums), Allison McClain, Richard Beckwith and Morgan McGovern 

practice songs to teach the VBS classes during music rotation at 
Southside Baptist Church in San Marco. More than 200 children 

and 75 volunteers participated in Journey Off the Map.

More than 350 children and over 100 volunteers assisted during Vacation Bible School at Southside United Methodist Church in June. Directing the program was Stacy Solether.

A foster child rides a wave in Jacksonville 
Beach at 2015 Surf Camp sponsored by 
FSS and Volcom.  Each youth received 

one-on-one surfing instructions and were 
accompanied into the water by an instructor. 

Participants also received a surf camp 
T-shirt, sunglasses and a beach towel.

Haisley Smith, 12, serves during a game 

of King or Queen of the Court during 

JaxParks Junior Tennis Camp at Southside 

Tennis Complex on Hendricks Ave. 

Kids squeeze the last drops 
of fun from summer vacation
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Alfred I. Dupont Middle School will 
soon draw students from all over Duval 
County. As of August, the neighborhood 
middle school, which is nestled in a quiet 
San Jose residential neighborhood on 
Dupont Avenue, will become a magnet 
school focused on international business 
and world languages. It will also be the 
only public middle school in Jacksonville 
to pilot a new Global Scholars program.

Prior to the change, Dupont was con-
sidered a Duval “choice” neighborhood 
school because it offered a basic comput-
er technology course. Now as a magnet, 
the school will offer three separate tracks 
with the focus of international business 
and world languages.

“There is going to be something for 
everybody here,” said Principal Marilyn 
Barnwell.

One track will be the World Language 
Academy, where Dupont Middle School 

students can pick up high school credits 
in Spanish and French. Students will 
begin taking French or Spanish in sixth 
grade. In seventh they will take the 
intermediate level of the language and by 
eighth grade they can begin high school 
level courses in French 1 or Spanish 1.

“We’ve always had a French elective but 
new this year will be a Spanish elective,” 
said Barnwell, noting that Dupont is the 
only middle school in Jacksonville with a 
dual language program in Spanish. “We 
hired a teacher from Spain, who should 
be here next month,” she said.

In the dual-language program students 
will get “full immersion” in Spanish, 
being taught the core courses of math and 
science in a Spanish-speaking classroom. 
A Spanish Language Arts class will also 
be required as well as Language Arts in 
English because all students in the school 
are required to take English, she said. 

Most children in the program started 
learning Spanish in kindergarten in the 
dual- language program at Beauclerc or 

San Jose Elementary, Barnwell said, but 
other students are able to test into the 
program as well. Children who have been 
taught Spanish as their first language are 
especially welcome.

Students to learn SWOT 

The International Business track 
will be comprised of an informational 
technology component. Students will 
study the stock market choosing two 
companies that have international 
implications. Each student will be 
required to complete a capstone project 
where they will utilize SWOT analysis, 
evaluating the strength, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats relating to the 
companies they’ve chosen. Students will 
also learn the Microsoft© Office suite, 
utilizing Excel spread sheets, Microsoft 
Word and Power Point in their studies. 

The Dupont International Business 
program will be enhanced by its 
partnership with the University of North 
Florida International Business Flagship. A 
distinguished chair will be established at 
Dupont allowing UNF professors to visit 
the middle school twice during the year, 
while Dupont students will travel to the 
UNF business school twice. Dr. Andres 
Gallo, Director of the UNF International 
Business Flagship will be the first professor 
to come to Dupont, Barnwell said. 
Meanwhile, her students will make their 
first visit to UNF on Thursday, Sept. 10.

It is also possible for students to take 
a combination of International Business 
and World Languages, and all honors 
students will be enrolled in both tracks. 

Dupont is also offering a new pre-early 
college program this year for students with 
qualifying scores in reading. Students in 
this program can start a college course 

Dupont Middle enters 
magnet ranks in 
International Business 
and World Languages

Dupont Middle School beefs up its curriculum by adding international business, world languages, pre-
college studies and an online pilot program in Global Studies.

Only public middle school to pilot 
Global Scholars Program

work in eighth grade, earning high school 
and college credits. Three high school 
credit courses offered are: Algebra 1, 
physical science, Geometry, French 1 and 
Spanish 1. Through this program it is 
possible for students who qualify to take 
Algebra 1 in seventh grade and geometry 
in eighth grade, earning four high school 
credits in middle school.

The college-level course of Student 
Life Skills will be offered through Florida 
State College to Dupont students next 
year. Dupont’s SLS teachers will be 
trained in the coursework this year 
and will become qualified as adjunct 
professors in the subject at FSCJ once 
their training is complete. 

Global Scholars Pilot Program

Dupont Middle was the only Duval 
County Middle School selected to pilot 
the new online-learning program entitled 
Global Scholars. Dupont students will 
have the opportunity to do e-classroom 
guided activities and share them with 
peers in other countries over the Internet.

The goal of the program is to promote 
cross-cultural understanding by engaging 
youth in collective problem solving about 
common issues shared by others in the 
world. The curriculum will focus on topics 
of global concern, including health and 
nutrition and environmental sustainability. 
The students develop multimedia projects 
such as documentary videos and digital 
presentations in order to share ideas and 
experiences with students from other 
countries through discussion forums.

“Anyway you look at it, our kids will 
walk away with something they can use 
to further their post-secondary careers,” 
Barnwell said. “These programs will make 
them more marketable in the workplace.”
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Summer ‘oh, so short’ – now it’s back to school

This year marks Dupont Middle School’s 75th anniversary. 
Principal Marilyn Barnwell’s goal is to partner with 75 
community businesses and faith-based or civic organizations. 
“We are not just asking for money. We are asking for time; 
anything they can do to help support us,” she said, noting 
community supporters can serve on the PTA, School Advisory 
Council or volunteer. 

This fall, Barnwell will oversee her school’s transition from a 
traditional neighborhood school to a full-fledged International 
Business and World Languages Magnet with a pre-early college 
program. And for the first time this year, Dupont Middle 
students will be required to wear uniforms.

 “We have a no opt-out policy,” she said. “The SAC and 
everyone are on board. We want students to focus on 
academics. Having a uniform is a good way to shift the culture 
slightly to focus on the academic program and the fun stuff 
that will be going on, too.”

Every day Douglas Anderson School of the Arts Principal 
Jacqueline Cornelius comes to school she’s on a mission. Whether 
it’s lobbying legislators in Tallahassee for funds or talking donors 
into underwriting master classes, summer scholarships or teacher 
fellowships, she always has one goal in mind: To make sure 
DA students are on the cutting edge of their chosen art field.

 DA’s mission is “to ensure students who are accepted, if they 
work hard, will be on the cutting edge and will get into the 
nation’s top schools with art programs if they choose,” Cornelius 
said. “I’ll do whatever it takes to support my students.”

When DA opens in August, Cornelius faces the challenge of 
ensuring her students transition well into a new $13 million 
wing as she works to keep academic standards high despite the 
departure of several key faculty to retirement. Instructors who 
retired at the end of last year include Dr. Lee Beger, theater 
department head; Terry Monday, technical theater head and 
Tom Haller, music instructor. Dr. Phyllis Penney, head of the 
dance program and Ace Martin, a key jazz teacher, will retire 
at the end of this year.

New head of school David Farace is in listening mode. As 
Bolles’ top administrator, Farace said a big challenge is to learn 
the culture on all four campuses. 

To familiarize himself with the school and its traditions, 
Farace aims to spend the year listening to students, faculty, 
staff and many of the 9,000 alumni living in San Marco and 
the outlying area. He will also visit alumni strongholds in 
Boston, New York, Atlanta and Washington D.C.

Bolles has a national reputation as a classic college 
preparatory school, which Farace intends to build upon and 
strengthen. “Extraordinary opportunities are offered here in 
the areas of academics, art, athletics and service. Our motto 
is ‘all things possible.’ The Bolles way is pursuing excellence 
through courage, integrity and compassion. This is the ethos 
that permeates all four campuses,” he said.

A boarding student once himself thanks to an anonymous 
donor, Farace wants to do the same at Bolles. Although Bolles 
has a large financial-aid budget, Farace plans to further 
increase it “so we can have the best and brightest students at 
Bolles regardless of their financial background.”

A member of the Country Day faculty for 22 years, Pat Walker 
loves that her students are “prepared for the most rigorous 
academic settings, and that they are people of good character.”

Starting her second year as Head of School, Walker said she 
will continue to emphasize an interdisciplinary approach to 
education, called “connected learning,” at JCDS. 

A continuing challenge will be to update the curriculum 
and make sure teaching is properly individualized for each 
student, she said.

This year marks Jacksonville Country Day School’s 55th year 
of operation. Some highlights will be Country Day’s annual 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Fair as well as fall 
carnival, grandparents’ days, concerts, recitals, the spring fling 
and class visits where parents visit academic classes. Country 
Day will also continue its partnership with Smart Pope 
Livingston Elementary School, Walker said.

Taking over for Principal Sara Bravo is Tim Feagins, who 
recently served four years as principal at Woodland Acres 
Elementary. Feagins is a native of Kansas City and has 
earned a bachelor and master’s degree in education from the 
University of Missouri in Columbia as well as a master’s in 
educational leadership from the University of North Florida.

Feagins said his biggest challenge will be maintaining Landon’s 
high level of excellence as students and faculty adjust to the new 
academic standards required by the state’s common core initiative.

 “Dr. Kelly Coker-Daniel and Sara Bravo have done a 
fantastic job leading this school and maintaining its high 
achievement. To have the opportunity to continue that charge 
is just an honor,” Feagins said. “We have a very creative and 
driven group of educators here. They go above and beyond for 
their students. A principal couldn’t ask for more.”

Impressed with the level of parental involvement at Landon, 
Feagins said more than 100 families attended a “meet and 
greet” he held June 11 after his arrival. 
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It’s hard to believe the summer break is nearly over 
and children head back to school later this month 
and early next month. Some will be returning to 
familiar faculty and staff faces, while others will be 
greeted by a new principal or assistant  
principal, or head of school. New  
and longtime administrators  
share the opportunities at  
each of our area schools.

By Marcia Hodgson, 
Resident Community News
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In two years, Samuel W. Wolfson High School will become 
a dedicated academically talented magnet school similar to 
Stanton College Preparatory School and Paxon School for 
Advanced Studies.  Principal Terrence Connor said his biggest 
challenge is alerting the community to this exciting change.

Students from around the city will need to apply to Wolfson 
in order to participate in its college preparatory program, 
Connor said. 

In the future, Wolfson High plans to expand its existing 
International Baccalaureate program and have an AP/honors 
program for students that may not want to be in IB but desire a 
very rigorous education. Students will be required to participate 
in leadership courses to enhance their college resumes. Setting 
Wolfson apart from the traditional college prep high schools is 
its fine-arts track and business-law track, he said. 

The school is currently known as Samuel W. Wolfson High 
School but will be rebranded as Samuel Wolfson College 
Preparatory & Leadership Development School in 2016, 
Connor said. 

Almost 50 percent of the students at San Jose Elementary 
come from homes where English is their second language. 
Principal Paula Smith’s biggest challenge is ensuring her 
students are proficient on the English state assessment exam. 

“My teachers are constantly developing skills to teach a 
solid language foundation for all of our students, especially 
those who enroll with us but have never been in an American 
school,” she said.

The dual-language program allows students to become 
bilingual in English and Spanish. Two teachers oversee each 
student from kindergarten to fifth grade, allowing total 
immersion as they learn grade-level content in both languages.

The Jacksonville Children’s Commission recently awarded San 
Jose Elementary $1,250,000 five-year 21st Century Community 
Learning Center grant to service 100 of its English-for-Speakers-of-
Other-Languages students after school and during the summer.

School events over the year include: PTA’s Fall Festival, Winter 
musical and Polar Express, Spring into the Arts Showcase and the 
Cathedral Arts Program in violin.

Todd Orlando, a St. Nicholas resident, has been principal of 
Bishop Kenny High School for 13 years. This year he will also 
assume the duties of Father Michael R. Houle, who served as 
president of Bishop Kenny for 26 years.

Father Houle left to become Pastor at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church in Jacksonville Beach while continuing as Episcopal 
Vicar of the diocese. 

 “I feel comfortable in my role as principal and look forward 
to the new administrative challenges that come with my 
expanded role,” Orlando said.

Bishop Kenny has upgraded its infrastructure by installing 
fiber optic cable on campus. This increased the school’s 
bandwidth and will be instrumental in the success of Bishop 
Kenny’s 1-1 iPad initiative, in its third year. “The increase in 
bandwidth is crucial with nearly 1,200 students and teachers 
using iPads throughout the day,” Orlando said.

The school’s academic team will prepare students for the new 
SAT, which is due out in March, Orlando said. “It is our job to 
make sure our students are prepared for the newly redesigned test, 
which is an important part of the college application process.”

This year will be Charley Zimmer’s last as Head of School. He 
relinquishes his post to Rev. Adam S. Greene in July 2016.

Episcopal faces the challenge of attracting excellent candidates 
to work at the school; maintaining a strong, diverse enrollment; 
and ensuring it provides the best academic, spiritual and extra-
curricular opportunities that “will speak to today’s students and 
prepare them for the wider world,” Zimmer said.

The school needs to expand its adoption of the Harkness 
method, a student-led round-table discussion form of teaching 
initiated in humanities classes in the fall of 2014.

Episcopal will celebrate its 50th anniversary as a school this 
year with special events, a history book, a gala celebration April 
30 and outreach to the community via photos, social media 
and its publications.

“The 50th anniversary offers the chance to prepare the 
institution for a new era,” Zimmer said. Episcopal has started 
the largest capital campaign in its history. Funds raised will 
update the Bryan Library, build the endowment, enhance 
entrances to the Munnerlyn and Knight campuses and 
improve the athletic facilities. “We have already installed 
FieldTurf on McCormick Field, which was one of our early 
objectives in the campaign,” Zimmer said.

This year San Jose Episcopal Day School celebrates its 65th 
anniversary. The biggest challenge the school faces is managing 
its growth due to a dramatic increase in enrollment, said Head 
of School Lori Menger. “We are excited to welcome so many 
new families and experience the growth taking place within our 
school community,” she said. “I love the close-knit, family-like 
community that is the culture of the school.”

This year, Menger will oversee the launch of Think Tank, a 
program developed by Dr. Joseph Renzulli and Dr. Sally Reis 
that allows students to apply what they learn in class to real 
world situations, providing a deeper understanding of complex 
concepts. Think Tank has served as an educational approach for 
gifted and talented students for nearly 40 years, Menger said. “It 
will provide an outlet for our students to discover talents and 
passions they may not even know they have, and give a glimpse 
into possible career paths.”

Maryann Jimenez is new to Assumption as Principal but not new 
to the school. Last year, she worked full-time as assistant principal 
while being groomed to take on the top position this year.

Assumption is challenged to retain a close-knit atmosphere 
as the student body rapidly increases, Jimenez said. In the past 
five years enrollment ballooned from 450 students to 650. To 
maintain a family atmosphere, Jimenez plans to foster personal 
relationships, maintain an “open-door” policy and host events 
that encourage a sense of community within the school.

Assumption will keep class sizes low, maintaining no more 
than 20-22 students in kindergarten through fourth grade and 
no more than 25 in the higher grades. A new building is being 
constructed to provide the additional space as growth continues.

This year’s theme will be “Christian Community,” devised by 
Assumption’s religion teacher and a female student Bible Study 
group. “I am excited to see this theme carry us forward. It will 
drive many of the events we plan,” Jimenez said. The Home and 
School Association will hold a large gala in November to help 
fund the new building. A golf tournament will be held in January.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary School will implement a 
new curriculum in the areas of reading and math this year, 
said Principal Lacy Healy. The shift will provide students with 
rigorous instruction and require teachers to step out of their 
“instructional” comfort zones, she said.

This year the school will continue to focus on concepts from 
the “7 Habits of Happy Kids,” a book by Stephen Covey, which 
encourages student leadership. “We will continue to focus on 
acknowledging students that demonstrate ‘The 7 Habits’ with 
positive referrals,” Healy said.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary is a neighborhood school where 
all stakeholders work together for the betterment of the entire 
school, Healy said. “Our PTA has had 100 percent membership for 
many consecutive years and this is a testament to the community 
building that occurs at Hendricks Avenue Elementary.”

Meeting the demands of rapidly growing enrollment is the 
biggest challenge facing San Jose Catholic this year, said Principal 
Brian Wheeler. Since his arrival two years ago, the number of 
students at San Jose Catholic has increased more than 15 percent. 

“We have gone from 406 in August 2013 to 444 in August 
2014, and we have 466 as of today,” he said, noting the school’s 
enrollment as of July 22.

 Wheeler, a San Jose resident, is excited about the school’s 
Learning Support Program, which assists students with 
special learning needs. 

This year the school received a large donation to 
incorporate technology into its early education program, 
allowing an iPad center to be installed in the kindergarten 
and first grade classrooms.

Some highlights within the upcoming school year include the 
Science Fair, the 18th annual school play in March, the eighth 
grade Passion during Lent and the Fall Festival in October. 
The school may also enjoy special activities coinciding with its 
diocese’s 450th anniversary this September. 
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School supplies needed for foster children

Imagine starting the new school year without any supplies – no backpack, no paper, 
no pencils. As back-to-school season nears, Children’s Home Society of Florida is 
collecting backpacks and school supplies for more than 1,000 of Northeast Florida’s 
most vulnerable children. Donations are being accepted until August 5 at Children’s 
Home Society of Florida, 3027 San Diego Road. For information or to arrange a drop-
off/pick-up, contact Melissa Hoch at BucknerBTSdrive@chsfl.org or (904) 493-7744.




