Markets illustrate draw to
historic homes, communities

Tricia Todd, Elsa Scagel
and Tara Lee

The quality of historic homes, those built by hand and
finished by craftsmen, are in demand. A desire to own these
carefully constructed homes and live in a walkable area with
unique characteristics is hard to beat. Read more on page 14.
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Supporters filled the Jacksonville
Fairgrounds for the annual boot scootin’,
gold-panning good time on behalf of
the American Cancer Society’s North
Florida Chapter. A heartfelt program
and an outstanding mission always
help to advance the goal of providing
outstanding support for local residents
affected by cancer. Read more on page 33.
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Mayo, St. Vincent’s cancer collaboration not the first
New plan brings
Mayo Clinic
programs to Riverside
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
When Mayo Clinic and St. Vincent’s
HealthCare announced early in October
a collaboration to bring Mayo Clinic’s
nationally ranked cancer services to
patients in a newly built medical suite
on the campus of St. Vincent’s Riverside,
it was not the first time the two health
care giants have put business heads
together.
The organizations collaborated closely
when the Mayo Clinic sold St. Luke’s
hospital to St. Vincent’s HealthCare in

2008 in order to move to an integrated
hospital and clinic practice on San Pablo
Road, said Gianrico Farrugia, M.D.,
CEO of Mayo Clinic’s Florida campus.
St. Luke is now called St. Vincent’s
Southside.
This latest collaboration will offer
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center’s programs
and services to more patients directly
in the community by establishing a
presence at St. Vincent’s Riverside.
“The concept has been under
development for approximately a year
during which we transitioned from
a high-level concept into a specific
operational plan,” Farrugia said.
When asked what statistics
suggested the collaboration would
be a good endeavor, Farrugia said,
“Given the breadth of the owned and
affiliated physician practices in the St.
Vincent’s HealthCare system, there

are a significant volume of patients
who receive cancer care on the St.
Vincent’s Riverside campus. Through
this partnership, after studying disease
incidence and prevalence, we anticipate
the ability to diagnose and treat
approximately 1,000 new cases of cancer
per year in the initial two to three years.”
The 11,500-square-foot medical
suite will be built in existing space,
which will be completely redone for
these purposes on the fourth floor of
the DePaul building. St. Vincent’s will
construct and equip the facility.
“While we don’t have a definite
confirmed date for a ‘wall-breaking,’
we expect construction to be complete
during the summer of 2016,” said
Michael Schatzlein, M.D., president and
CEO of St. Vincent’s HealthCare.
The cancer services include
Read more on page 49

Inaugural Corks n’ Forks a
hit for St. Vincent’s

Long-awaited
library opening
set for Nov. 14
Marshelle Berry, Jacksonville Public
Library regional manager and Roxanne
Henkle, president of Friends of
Willowbranch Library, in the Children’s
Department at Willow Branch Library,
scheduled to re-open on Saturday,
Nov. 14 at noon with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony. Read more on page 9.

Sulzbacher close to lofty goal
Center nears funding benchmark

Mel and Debbie Gottlieb with Co-Chairs Drs. Lorraine and Omar Dajani

The first annual fundraiser on behalf of St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation’s efforts
to bolster the new St. Vincent’s Clay County hospital and outreach ministry was a tasteful affair. The masquerade-themed, chef-inspired wine and food pairing event drew
support from as far away as Tallahassee. The consideration and political support from
Co-Chairs Senator and Mrs. Robert Bradley grew the reach of the opening debut for
the Foundation. Read more on page 32.

Neely Towe, event Chair Ju Ju Taylor and John Taylor, Barbara Ketchum, Flo Rubel, Kay Boney and
Sulzbacher President and CEO Cindy Funkhouser

The largest capital campaign, to date, was finally brought to the public, as the
Sulzbacher Center’s leadership and top donors unveiled plans to open up a new
facility to serve a growing need. Read more on page 29.

JDRF celebrates
results of
Miracles Gala
Katie Bush with Leslie Burkhalter

An evening at the Sawgrass Marriott
became a pleasing perusal of Parisian décor
and splendor during the 15th annual “One
Night” gala, themed a “Night in Paris.”

Read more on page 32
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A top agent with over
23 Million in Sales in 2014

904.252.5181

Ask
Allison

i am considering the purchase of
a home that’s listed as 2,900
square Feet but it doesn’t
seem to be anywhere near
that large. since the price per
square foot is determined by
dividing the price of the home
by the square footage, i want to be sure i
understand what i’m buying. How do i get
an accurate measurement on the house?

Q

This is a very important question
for several reasons. The appraiser
will measure the home and actually
produce a drawing of it which will
be on your appraisal. The big catch
is that the appraisal isn’t usually
done until AFTER the inspection period
is over and if you don’t catch it during
the inspection period, your right to challenge
the valuation is over. If you are really concerned,
you can request that the appraisal be done during
the inspection period OR you can make the offer
contingent upon verification of the square footage.

A

Email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

JUST
LISTED!

november 2015

From the Editor
It seems like just yesterday that I joined
the staff of The Resident, and in just three
years, the paper – and the company – has
grown enormously.
A few years prior to my tenure,
Publishers Seth and Pamela Williams
put out the first issue of The Resident
in January 2007 serving the Riverside,
Avondale, Ortega and Murray Hill
communities, followed by its San Marco,
San Jose and St. Nicholas edition in
March 2008. Now we’re close to finishing
up our ninth year in print.
This year we introduced two new
annual magazines. The first, titled
Historic Life: Neighbors & Newcomers
Edition serves as a welcome guide to
the neighborhoods. The second, Circles:
Social Datebook & Charity Register (hot
off the press Nov. 16) will serve the entire
city’s nonprofit sector and charities across
the board.
The debut of Circles will surely make
waves. It is destined to be a page-turner
and an invaluable, history-making
resource for the entire region. The
slick, glossy magazine will feature over
200 nonprofits by mission statement,
executive director and/or president and

Kate Hallock

many other important details, not to
mention an entire year of social events,
a comprehensive calendar of listings
by month and date. The calendar will
highlight fundraising initiatives, galas
and other occasions to benefit charities
– and it will be backed up by a fresh,
updated online presence. It is sure to be a
‘must have’ for the coffee table!
Despite the economic crisis that began
eight months after publishing its 28-page

Clarification
In the October 2015 issue, page 45, the last paragraph of the story about Angels for
Allison Festival of Flight did not include up to date information. The organization has
provided the following update:
In five years the foundation has provided assistance to 63 families with more than
$220,000 in funeral grants by selling more than 6,000 angels, holding two annual
fundraisers and receiving donations from 16 school clubs.

Taking care of the turkey is enough work, let us take care of the sides!
We offer a weekly menu of home style entrees and side dishes for take out.
In addition we offer breakfast casseroles, a wide variety of salads
in our deli case, as well as other delectable treats.

Whether you want breakfast, lunch or dinner, stop by or call today!
We are convenient and easy, everything is ready to go, fresh…never frozen!

inaugural issue, The Resident has grown
to 108 pages over both editions this
month. They are full of great stories about
philanthropy and volunteerism and,
as always, are supported by advertisers
– from hospitals, physician groups,
and service professionals to specialty
boutiques and unique restaurants, to
name a few.
Wherever we are – covering events,
attending meetings or greeting people
in pursuit of the story – we hear the
same words over and over: “We love The
Resident!”
Readers often tell us it’s their primary
source for good, solid neighborhood
news. We know that we aren’t all things
to all residents in Duval County, but
we certainly strive to deliver news that
is of interest to the greater community.
Often times, we’re telling a larger story
of interest to anyone who loves to see
positive progress in our bold city –
especially our changing downtown.
Our coverage areas include several
historic districts on both sides of the St.
Johns River where we mail 25,000 copies
to households, right to the mailbox, not
thrown in the driveway. Best of all, it’s
free of charge.
Over 250 businesses all over Jacksonville
receive our paper. There are, on average,
5,000 copies hand delivered each month,
with a personal touch, by our staff.
Thanks to Marcia Hodgson, our news
editor, as well as our regular contributors
and outstanding freelance writers, our
nose for news has been sniffing out more
stories and has continually grown.
Personally, I am honored each time we
are given a news tip with the comment,
“I trust The Resident.” It speaks to our
journalistic integrity and validates our
place in the community, and we are
grateful to be of service.
Thank you, dear readers, for your
continued support.
Blessings and Happy Thanksgiving!
Kate A. Hallock, Editor

3945 St. Johns Ave, Jacksonville, Florida 32205 • 904-379-0020 • www.3squarestogo.com

2239 ST. JOHNS AVENUE

Just one street back from the St. Johns River is one
of Jacksonville’s treasures - the St. Johns quarter! This
gem of a neighborhood is walkable to everywhere!
Publix, Memorial Park, Starbucks and Black Sheep!
This wonderful home has a huge front porch and is
wonderfully renovated with an open floor plan, tall
ceilings both up and down, three bedrooms, two
and a half baths and an office over the garage — it
doesn’t get much better than this!
Please call for an appointment!
$575,000 MLS # 795771

JUST
SOLD!

1525 AVONdAlE AVENUE
MLS # 787483
SOLD in less than 90 days!
Sales Price $462,000

Shoppes of Avondale | 3639 St. Johns Ave.

blendindooroutdoor.com f
Seth Williams

seth@residentnews.net

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale

3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181
www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Pamela Bradford Williams
Locally Owned and Operated

pamela@residentnews.net
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904.388.8839 or email:
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Debra McGregor
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Tarryn Bradford
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The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed
to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega,
Murry Hill, San Marco, San Jose and St.
Nicholas. For advertising information please
call 904.388.8839. Editorial submissions are
welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s
discretion. Facts and statements expressed in
the editorial content are not necessarily those of
the Resident. All content is copyrighted and may
not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without
written permission from the publisher. ©2015.
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Fred Miller Group is now
the exclusive REALTOR® affiliate
for Leverage Global Partners
in Northeast Florida.
Local Roots. Global Reach.

NEW PRICE
Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

RIVERFRONT

2854 IONIC AVE - $382,500

WATERFRONT

5043 ORTEGA FARMS BLVD - $669,000 4756 ORTEGA FOREST DR - $935,000

Renovated 1-story, 4/2, 2642sf in Ortega

Reduced! 1-story riverfront 3/3, 2649sf, pool

Wonderful 5/4 home on Ortega River, 198’ lot

SOLD

SOLD

REDUCED

WATERFRONT LOT
5119 YACHT CLUB RD - $399,000
.37-ac lot with dock, navigable to river

SOLD IN NOCATEE

Alise Ferranti
904.434.0767

12205 GOVERNORS DR W - $177,000
Spacious 3/2 in Mandarin, huge corner lot

Updated 3/2, Murray Hill, listed & sold by FMG

Gorgeous 3/2 brick in Macclenny on 1/3 acre

Model townhome in Nocatee, 3/2.5, 2107sf

Nancy McFauls
904.449.8698
Ellen Gould
904.716.9106

REDUCED

COMING SOON!

LAKESIDE PARK

LOWCOUNTRY CLASSIC

Ted Miller
904.463.1731
Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

Fred Miller
904.699.6459

4333 VENETIA BLVD - $1,299,000

1053 WOLFE ST

1283 COPPER CREEK

53 WILLOW FALLS

Lovely waterfront 4/5.5, 4428sf, pool/dock/lift

Updated, paver patio, plantation shutters + more!

3870 JEAN ST

4428 LEXINGTON AVE - $209,000
Adorable 2/2, renovated kitchen w/granite

Gorgeous 2005 home in Historic Avondale, 4/2/2

UNDER CONTRACT

WATERFRONT

RIVERFRONT

RIVERFRONT ESTATE

1461 AVONDALE AVE - $369,000

1655 WOODMERE DR - $599,000

5121 HARBOR POINT CIR - $649,000
Renovated 3/2.5, 3043sqft on Pirates Cove

Amazing lot, 5/4.5 home, pool & guest house

NEW LOW PRICE

ORTEGA TERRACE

RIVERFRONT ESTATE

LOWER PRICE

4828 ORTEGA BLVD - $650,000

4091 TIMUQUANA RD - $1,775,000

4700 IROQUOIS AVE - $419,000

Sunlit Avondale 2-story stucco, spacious 3/3

5128 ARAPAHOE AVENUE – $289,000
Spacious Ortega Terrace contemporary, 2540sf

Inviting Cape Cod in Fairfax Manor, 3471sf

Elegant 2-story brick traditional 3/3.5, 3068sf

Georgian estate, 4/3/1, 4528sf, 100’x404’ lot

3574 RIVERSIDE AVE - $649,000

4939 MORVEN RD - $3,100,000

Stately 3/3, 2898sf in Ortega Terrace

Carrie Inman Cessna
904.707.8038

Lamar Roth
904.579.6606

Virginia Ogletree
904.545.8609

Anne Clay McNulty
904.334.3433

Lindsey Smith
904.318.6911

Fraser Bolwell
904.333.0798

Beverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Don Hammond
904.545.7783

Jen Kent
904.874.7865

Joann Graessle
904.699.7838

Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

Edwina Harris
904.536.7049

Ted Alexander
904.334.1892

Dottie Lowell
904.535.0136

Beth Exline
904.388.0000 x 401

Carol Miller
904.707.2886

904.388.0000

fredmillergroup.com

We proudly support
Angels for Allison
with a donation for
every transaction.
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Jaguars Foundation names
gym in new Riverside YMCA
The Jacksonville Jaguars’ name will
soon be seen on a new gymnasium in
Brooklyn along the St. Johns River.
The Jaguars pledged $475,000 to
put its moniker on the gymnasium in
the new Winston Family YMCA on
Riverside Avenue, on schedule to be
complete in August 2016.
The Jacksonville Jaguars Gymnasium
will be a 7,800-square-foot indoor
facility featuring a full basketball court,
two short courts and one volleyball
court. It will be open year-round and
will host youth, adult sports leagues,
as well as open gym games, and other
programmatic offerings such as group
exercise and childcare activities.
A $25,000 gift also continues the
Jaguars Foundation’s support of the
Willie Galimore Community Center
pool, which is operated by the St.
Augustine YMCA.
“The team’s investment in the new
Winston YMCA and recommitment
to the Galimore pool is part of a wider
partnership the Jaguars organization
has with the First Coast YMCA to
support the health and wellbeing of our
community, particularly for children and
families,” said Peter Racine, president of
the Jaguars Foundation. “From playing
basketball inside the gym to learning
how to swim and everything in-between;

throughout Northeast Florida, the First
Coast Y strengthens our community
by providing safe spaces for health
and fitness programs for adults and
children.”
Programs and activities offered at
the gym in the new Winston Family
YMCA will contribute to the YMCA’s
goal to provide new and innovative
opportunities for youth by directly
impacting 5,000 Westside, Downtown
and East Jacksonville children through
healthy habits curriculum.
Since 2013, support from the
Jaguars Foundation has allowed the
St. Augustine YMCA to waive pool
entrance fees for all guests and extend
the pool’s hours. The Galimore pool
serves nearly 4,000 swimmers in St.
Augustine every year. In addition, the Y
has provided swim lessons to more than
500 children at the Galimore pool over
the last three years.
“With this gift, the Jaguars
Foundation is supporting much more
than a gym and a pool,” said Eric Mann,
president and CEO of the YMCA of
Florida’s First Coast. “The foundation
is helping create environments where
children in our community can learn,
achieve and begin to develop a healthy
lifestyle.”

Rendering provided by RS&H

You asked for it!

Former yacht basin known
by repetitive name
In response to our October cover story
about a petition drive to clean up a local
inlet, one reader posted a question on
Facebook.
“Is it called Willow Branch or Willow
Branch Creek? Calling it Willow Branch
Creek could be a redundancy. One
needs to consider how places and place
names change over time. Just looking at
historical topographical maps you can
see how Brooklyn moved from one side
of the railroad tracks to the other, how
McGirts Creek became the Ortega River,
and how the settlement called Highway
disappeared (but not Highway Avenue). It
would be useful to find a recent map that
identifies the name of that body of water.”
— Richard Shieldhouse, Avondale
The Resident reached out to local
historian Dr. Wayne Wood for the answer.

“Early plat maps show it simply as
Willow Branch, not Willow Branch
Creek. T.F. Davis’ History of Jacksonville
notes that ‘In February, 1916, the Council
passed an ordinance for the purchase
of about 14 acres along Willow Branch
in Riverside for park purposes. The
Mayor vetoed the ordinance because
of the prevailing business conditions
of the country, but the ordinance was
eventually passed over the Mayor’s veto
and the land was purchased for $36,000.’
It was mostly a swamp, so the seller got
a good deal,” said Wood. “Some of the
street signs for Willow Branch Avenue
used to read “Willowbranch Ave.,” which
was incorrect. Willow Branch is two
words, which is borne out by the original
inscription across the top of the Willow
Branch Public Library.”

Clarification

of students whose proposal was selected
by a panel of doctors from Jacksonville’s
Mayo Clinic and the Judy Nicholson
Foundation. In fact, The Judy Nicholson
Foundation awarded the school $20,000 to
have its honors science students forward
research concerning the early detection
of kidney cancer, however the sum will
be distributed to the school over four
years with one student or team of students
winning a stipend of $5,000 each year
for their winning proposal. The Resident
regrets the error.

In the October issue story under the
headline, “Episcopal science students
compete for $20,000 grant,” The Resident
wrote that the Judy Nicholson Foundation
had awarded $20,000 in scholarship
money to The Episcopal School in
Jacksonville to fund research in Marion
Zeiner’s Honors Science Seminar.
Due to a miscommunication, the
article stated that the entire $20,000 sum
would be awarded to the student or team

Your Favorite Luxury Consignment
Shop Chanel, YSL, Gucci, Dolce and Gabbana, Fendi,Hermes, Dior,
Prada, Jimmy Choo, Bottega Veneta, Louboutin, and more.

1990 San Marco Blvd

904-396-2249

www.thesnob.biz
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Avondale river access beginning to look like a park
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Six months after hundreds of
residents in Avondale became riled
about, then embroiled in, the threat of
losing city-owned property to private
citizens, the issue seems to have come
to an agreeable resolution.
Shortly after legislation proposed to
close a 60- by 435-foot right-of-way from
Richmond Street to the St. Johns River was
withdrawn in the face of opposition by
more than 700 petitioners, the core group
of Friends of Van Wert Park (FVWP) met
with city officials to discuss next steps for
continuing public use of the river access.
On Sept. 10, about a dozen residents
met with District 14 Councilman Jim
Love, Sandra Stockwell, attorney from
the Office of General Counsel, and
Keith Meyerl, City of Jacksonville Parks
District Manager to talk about creating
a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) between the city and FVWP,
and to hammer out details about park
rules and regulations.
At that meeting, held at Watson
Realty on the corner of San Juan Avenue
and Herschel Street, FVWP members
indicated they wanted to retain parking, to
have the fence on the northeast side of the
property taken down, and to develop a set
of park regulations.
During an exchange regarding the
MOU, Donna Lewis, Hedrick Street
resident, suggested slowing down the
process to let it evolve. In an update
just before press time, Love said it will
probably be a standard MOU, similar
to one executed with Friends of Boone
Park South, which requires action item
approvals by Parks and Recreation.
Since the Sept. 10 meeting, efforts to
properly designate the access as a local
park have made some small strides.
“The last meeting was very positive as
the neighbors were all showing an interest
in working together to maintain this space
as public space,” said Carmen Godwin,
RAP executive director. “Board member
Mary Coleman was identified to work with
an adjacent neighbor’s landscape architect
and a member of the Friends of Van Wert
group to create a plan for the park space
that can be used by the Parks Department
to approve any future improvements.”
Lewis is working with adjacent property

Months of work by the community and by the City of Jacksonville Public Works Department show a marked improvement in the 435-foot-deep right-of-way from
Richmond Street to the St. Johns River. The parking sign will soon be replaced by one bearing park rules and regulations.

owners to create rules which will follow
the guidelines of the Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Department.
Love said Parks and Recreation has a
$6,000 estimate for removing the fence
and clearing out dead trees and the
remaining growth along the fence, and will
put it out to bid soon.
In the meantime, new grass has
been planted and shrubbery trimmed,
according to Kim Clontz, who was one of
the early voices in favor of maintaining
public access on the property.
Visitors to the future pocket park
can now see clearly down to the river
from the pavement. Previously, the
overgrowth of shrubs and tall grass
obstructed visibility, leading to concerns
by neighbors that police could not see
trespassers after dark.

Spectacular 1924 Historic Avondale Home
This stately 6 bedroom and 5½ bath home, located on a prime, quite Avondale street
has been significantly renovated and restored by its present owners. The fabulous
main house and one-of-a-kind 2 story guest quarters have been meticulously updated
down to the smallest detail. Built during the Roaring Twenties, and known locally
as the ‘Bootlegger’s House’ because of a storied past during the Prohibition Era, this
stunning property offers all the luxuries of modern day living. Walk to some of the
neighborhood’s most popular restaurants, shops and parks. For the historic buyer,
this is an opportunity not to be missed!

Stop by Sunday, November 1st, Noon–2pm
for an opportunity to view this Historic Home

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417

www.joywalkerrealtor.com
Joy.Walker@bhhsfnr.com

Susan Fuller Tuohy

REALTOR®, GRI

904-707-6548

www.jaxrealestatesuccess.com
susan.tuohy@bhhsfnr.com
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

3627 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205 • 904-388-5005
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Women’s Board events fund Pediatric Surgery Center of Distinction
Former Prime
Minister kicks off
Florida Forum season
The Women’s Board of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital goes into high gear
in the fall, when its signature events kick
off annual fundraising efforts for the
hospital.
Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak was the featured speaker as the
Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital opened its 2015-16 Florida
Forum lecture series Oct. 5 at the TimesUnion Center for the Performing Arts.
The series is part of the Women’s
Board’s effort to raise $4 million to
establish the Pediatric Surgery Center of
Distinction as well as ongoing programs
and equipment needs at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital. In the past, the
Women’s Board has contributed more
than $26 million to the hospital so that it
may provide the best health care possible
for all children.
Later in this year, the series will
host featured speakers Former First
Lady Laura Bush and Denver Broncos
quarterback Peyton Manning. Bush will
speak on Tuesday evening, Nov. 10, while
Manning will be the guest on Wednesday,
March 2, 2016. Both events will be held at
the Times-Union Center.
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Allison Steilberg with Elizabeth Bates

Gene Howerton, Janet Reagor with Kendra and Parker McCrary

¡Viva España!

Show chairman.
Sheila Collier and Christy Martin,
2015 Art & Antiques Show Chairs, have
planned six lectures sure to appeal to
younger patrons, professionals and
sustaining patrons. Speakers include
Alexa von Tobel, Alexa Hampton, Juliana
Catlin and William Nash, Richard Keith
Langham, Barbara Westbrook and J.
Michael Francis, Ph.D. For details, visit
womensboardwch.com.

The 39th Annual Art & Antiques
Show, this year themed ¡Viva España!,
will run Dec. 3-6, at the Prime F.
Osborn III Convention Center, and
includes the 2015 Children’s Fashion
Show, ¡Vivan Los Niños! on Sunday,
Dec. 6 at 2:30 p.m. at the Convention
Center. Master of Ceremonies will be T.
Wayne Davis, Honorary Art & Antiques

Meaghan Smith and
Caroline Graham

Sharon and Dr.
Stephen Lucie

HDuring
elp
The Holidays

LIFE BY THE RIVER FROM THE $400,000s

M

Aging True needs extra help
during the holiday season for
special projects and events.
Opportunities are available for
individual, group, and corporate
volunteers of all ages.

Contact:

Call the Volunteer Department at 904.807.1203
or email development@agingtrue.org.
Click the Volunteer tab at www.AgingTrue.org
for more information.
l

l

Waterfront luxury residences
available for move-in
Three and four bedroom floorplans
available with private elevator
entrance into each home

l

l

Gated community with controlled
access and private parking garage
Located near Jacksonville’s San Jose
and Mandarin neighborhoods

SATURDAY

BRUNCH
AT ORSAY

FRENCH CUISINE RAW BAR CHARCUTERIE CRAFT COCKTAILS
904.627.4762
PalazzoOnStJohns.com
Sales center and new designer models open daily
3958 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL 32217
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.
FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503,
FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A PURCHASER OR LESSEE.

3630 PARK STREET | HISTORIC AVONDALE | RESTAURANTORSAY.COM | 904.381.0909
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Coldwell Banker
VA NG UA RD

Wade
Griffin
534.0969

Every home has a story...

Create Your Story With Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!
2717 Herschel Street

anne
rain
472.9809

This beautiful 3/2.5 home has been renovated and is a great
mix of the historic and new. There is a private balcony off
of the master - perfect for early morning coffee. Three large
bedrooms upstairs and large extra room downstairs could be
a fourth bedroom or an office. The kitchen is well equipped
and just down the hall from the backdoor which exits to an
oasis of family fun! It is within walking distance to some of the
neighborhood’s finest restaurants, watering holes, shopping,
the St Johns River and fantastic parks!

Seth
kimball
270.0210

christie
radney
962.3049

Tripp
newsom
234.6117

REA LT Y

Tony Caribaltes, 904-536-5779

$399,000
“FILL OUR WINDOWS” caMPaiGn nOW THru nOveMBer 19TH

Coldwell Banker Avondale is asking for your help to “FILL OUR WINDOWS” with donations for the Trinity Lutheran Food Pantry.
Suggested items are canned goods, stuffing and cornbread mix, dry milk, individual cracker packages, apple sauce, pop-top baked beans.
Donations can be dropped off at our Coldwell Banker Avondale office, 3610 St. Johns Avenue.

Historic district

Historic district

Historic district

1354 Edgewood
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117
$664,750

2948 Selma Street
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117
$224,900

2542 Herschel
Tony Caribaltes, 904-536-5779
$360,000

Historic district

Ortega

Murray Hill

2901 Olga Place
Tripp Newsom, 904-234-6117
$255,000

4514 Country Club Road
Anne Rain, 904-472-9809
$625,000

1381 Hamilton
Tony Caribaltes, 904-536-5779
$219,000

Other areas

Other areas

Other areas

10252 Meadow Point Drive
Patricia Orange, 904-612-0211
$259,900

12168 Basalt Drive South
Christie Radney, 904-962-3049
$229,700

11916 Gran Meadow Way
Christie Radney, 904-962-3049
$224,700

Sherry
faircloth
463.7649

ann
Baxley
504.7573

russell
dubier
718.0269

Patricia
Orange
612.0211

krys
O’rourke
314.2333

Haley
Hartley
703.0423

Tony
caribaltes
536.5779

erica
davis
219.0954

dulce
lake
589.7057

Pat
nodurft
333-0792

clark laBlOnd

Director of Career Development
904-537-6149
clablond@vanguardcb.com

Office: 904-394-2316
For opportunities in Real Estate, create your own income and career,
call Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty!

3610 St. Johns Avenue, 32205 • www.VanguardColdwellBanker.com
Stop by to visit Everbank’s Sales Manager Allen Lewis
for an update on mortgages and rates
or ask about Vystar member benefits.

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated.

allen leWiS

Sales Manager
904.705.2086
allen.lewis@everbank.com
NMLS ID#433503

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving”
If
your
propertyservice
is listedmarks
with aowned
real estate
broker, Banker
please Real
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is notAll
our
intention todeemed
solicit the
offerings
of other
real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All
are
registered
by Coldwell
EstateItLLC.
information
reliable
but not
guaranteed.
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving”
are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate
Office in the Neighborhood
www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com

(904) 388-5005

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®
(904) 994-1840

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®
(904) 710-1550

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®
(904) 210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
(904) 910-2782

Heather Buckman
REALTOR®
(904) 233-6755

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®
(904) 923-4073

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
(904) 434-9777

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®
904-599-3429

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®
(904) 514-0577

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4503

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®
(904) 838-3920

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®
(904) 655-8232

SOLD
1820 VAN WERT AVE - $410,000
Anna Williams
REALTOR®
(904) 545-7679

3/2/1-2,247 sqft. Beautiful traditional 2-story brick
home in the heart of Historic Avondale. This Classic
Avondale Home features: New roof in 2015, Formal
Living and Dining Rooms, Fireplace, Sunroom, Breakfast
Room, and Harwood floors.

2736 HERSCHEL

3/1-1,178 sqft. SOLD by Joy Walker. This delightful
1922 Avondale bungalow, zoned CRO, is now
available! Featured on the 2011 annual RAP Home
Tour, the Craftsman-Style bungalow was designed &
built by J.W. Hill.

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®
305-331-6518

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4417

4273 VENETiA bLVD

4/4-4,677 sqft. SOLD by The Powell/Stielberg Team
and Jane Slater. Enjoy the sound of rustling palm tree
fronds, views of the yachts & sailboats of The Florida
Yacht Club, an incredible dock, covered patio and
professional landscaping.

6/5/1-4,223 sqft. This stunning 1924 Avondale
home has been meticulously renovated and
comes with a storied past...known locally
as ‘The Bootlegger’s House’ during the
Prohibition era.

Anita Vining
REALTOR®
(904) 923-1511

4124 CHuRCHWELL RD

3/2-1,686 sqft. SOLD by Leslie Fraleigh. Great
home in sought after Ortega Forest. Charming
home in a family friendly neighborhood! This is a
one owner home and is clean and immaculately
cared for!

3/2/1-2,884 sqft. It’s rare that a home with both
character and quality make it to the market!
This is a very special community in Jacksonville’s
popular Riverside neighborhood - the St.
Johns Quarter.

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®
(904) 705-6464

SOLD
1819 ELiZAbETH PL

5/3/2-4,441 sqft. SOLD by CeCe Cummings. : First
class renovations top to bottom, built for today’s
lifestyles, with unmatched attention to detail.
Amazing light-filled living spaces include formal living
and dining room.

Juli Gordon
REALTOR®
(904) 576-1278

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

A Special Thanks
to all of our customers
that continue to make us
#1 in the Neighborhood.

SOLD

2239 ST JOHNS AVE - $575,000

Claire Franson
REALTOR®
(904) 923-5331

May the good things of life
be yours in abundance
not only at Thanksgiving
but throughout
the coming year!

1880 EDGEWOOD AVE SOuTH - $1.299MM

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
(904) 707-6548

LiSTED AND SOLD by uS

LiSTED AND SOLD by uS

Genni Jet
REALTOR®
(904) 802-0820

4726 CATES AVE

3/1-1,035 sqft. SOLD by Julio Mendez and Liz Bobeck.
Located in the very convenient and affordable
upcoming area of Ortega Manor. This completely
renovated single-story home features a contemporary
split floor plan.

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®
904-608-5481

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

Laney Smith
REALTOR®
(904) 674-1888

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342
(904) 708-2423

LiSTED AND SOLD by uS
4618 APACHE AVE - $725,000
Jane Slater
REALTOR®
(904) 333-3883

4/4/1-4,121 sqft. Wonderful family home in a
traditional neighborhood with wide streets and
manicured lawns. This lovely whitewashed brick home
is perfect for raising a family, entertaining friends and
creating memories.

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®
(904) 540-7672

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®
(954) 805-0428

4966 ARAPAHOE AVE

3/2-1,781 sqft. SOLD by Elizabeth O’Steen and CeCe
Cummings. Charming home in the heart of Ortega
Terrace. Kitchens and bathrooms updated, with
hardwood floors throughout. Large backyard with room
for a pool!

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®
(904) 465-1706

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®
(904) 962-5176

SOLD
1389 PiNEGROVE CT

3/1-1,035 sqft. SOLD by Josh Nugent and Liz Bobeck.
One of the BEST bungalows available in Avondale
under 175K! This 3 bedroom home has newly
refinished hardwood floors, a bright sun room, which
can be used as a guest room or office.

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
(904) 755-1911

Rachelle Miller
REALTOR®
(904) 891-4455

2211 DELLWOOD AVE - $275,000

4/3-2,019 sqft. Traditional bungalow with spacious
rooms on a quiet street. Three bathrooms is a rare
find in Riverside. This home has a large kitchen and
inside laundry. It also has a two car garage (sold
as is).

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

Elizabeth Meux
REALTOR®
(904) 704-1576

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®
(904) 304-5458

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Important local resource to re-open
Patrons, personnel
ecstatic over completion
of library repairs
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Patrons will soon enjoy their
neighborhood library once again when the
Willowbranch Branch Library re-opens on
Saturday, Nov. 14.
A grand re-opening celebration is planned
for noon at the front entrance, 2875 Park St.,
with remarks from District 14 Councilman
Jim Love, Board of Library Trustees member
Sybil Ansbacher, Library Director Barbara
Gubbin, Library Region Manager Marshelle
Berry and Friends of Willow Branch Library
President Roxanne Henkle.
“We know that many friends, families and
neighborhood groups have been anticipating
the reopening of the Willowbranch
Branch Library. This library serves as a
very important resource in the Riverside/
Avondale area, and it has been dearly
missed,” said Gubbin. “It is a lifeline for
many who use the computers to search for
jobs. And it’s a favorite of families who bring

their youngsters to story time regularly.”
After brief remarks, the ribbon cutting
will take place at the back entrance and
activities during the three-hour celebration
will include kids’ crafts and giveaways,
door prizes, and refreshments from local
establishments.
“Willow Branch Library, which has
stood as an anchor in this community for
85 years will once again be ‘Open to All,’”
said Henkle. “These words are written
over the door of what was once the main
entrance to this, our National Historical and,
most important, our local treasure. It has
certainly been a group effort from the City of
Jacksonville, the Library, the Library Board
of Trustees, the Friends of Willowbranch
Library, Riverside Avondale Preservation
and the community at large to make this
grand reopening a reality.”
The 85-year-old Mediterranean Revivalstyle building was the first branch library in
the Jacksonville Public Library system.
Residents created Friends of
Willowbranch Library (FOWL) in 1992
when the facility faced closure due to
inaccessibility for disabled persons and lack
of space for programming. The nonprofit
rallied the community to support a $1.3
million rehabilitation and enlargement

Main Library plans 10-year anniversary gala
The Jacksonville Library will commemorate the 2005 opening of the Main
Library’s third home in its 110-year history of serving downtown Jacksonville and the
surrounding communities.
The community is invited to visit and enjoy fun activities for all ages on Saturday,
Nov. 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 10th anniversary commemoration will be held at 1 p.m.
with former Mayor John Delaney, City of Jacksonville Director of Community Affairs
Dr. Charles Moreland, Council members Greg Anderson, John Crescimbeni, Tommy
Hazouri and Sam Newby, and other special guests.
The Main library was first located in 1905 on the corner of Adams and Ocean
Street and named the Jacksonville Free Public Library. The library moved in 1965 to
the Haydon Burns Main Library and then in 2005 to its current location, a five-story,
300,000-square-foot building on Laura Street.

Shelves were filling up in anticipation of the Nov. 14 re-opening at one end of the Children’s Department
on the lower level of Willowbranch Branch Library.

The stained glass window over the Willowbranch Branch Library’s original front door on Park Street invites
patrons to make friends with books.

project which included an elevator and a
community room with an adjoining kitchen.
Severe damage earlier in the year from water
intrusion finally resulted in the temporary
closure of the community library in September
2014. At that time a January 2015 re-opening
was planned, but discovery of potential lead
paint issues delayed the project.
During this closure to address water
intrusion, repair windows and remediate
the lead paint on the windowsills, interior
renovations were being planned. After the
water intrusion project was completed at
the end of September, work began inside to
reopen the Children’s Department and the
public meeting room on the lower level.
“Our children’s library will once again be
open to the children of our community,” said
Henkle. “We are also very delighted that we
will be welcoming back our favorite staffers as
well as making friends with some new faces.”
A new service desk was installed on the
upper floor, where all the computers were

relocated into one room. Lounge chairs and
updated tables were put into the reading
room. Fresh paint was applied throughout
and new carpet was installed in the meeting
room. In addition, 5,000 new books
and videos were added to the collection.
Volunteers from other branch libraries
helped staff re-shelve all the items.
The iconic building is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and is
located in the center of a designated historic
neighborhood also listed on the Florida State
and National registries.
“Willowbranch Library is a special place,
and you feel it the minute you walk through
the doors. It’s a reflection of the warm,
wonderful customers who live around the
area and the staff who work here,” Gubbin
said. “We are just over the moon that
the day to reopen this long-loved library
branch is approaching. And we know the
community is, too. I invite everyone to
come join our celebration.”

We are so Thankful WS Builders
for 10 Great Years
call speir or Heather bryant.

904.388.2883

wsbuildersjacksonville.com

a Custom touCh
We do it all:
measure, make, and install

• Draperies • Top Treatments •
• Bedding Ensembles •
• Blinds • Shades •
Plantation
Shutters •
•
Upholstery
•
•

www.acustomtouchinc.com

904.401.4939
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Baptist Health opens new Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center

A throng of dignitaries and medical staff watch as the new Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center sign is unveiled atop the
former Baptist Outpatient Building Oct. 17.

John Wilbanks, executive vice president and COO, Baptist Health; A. Hugh Greene president and CEO, Baptist Health;
Nicole Thomas, senior vice president of specialty services, Baptist Health; Ronald A. DePinho, president of The University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston; Gus Bradley head coach of the Jacksonville Jaguars alongside his wife
Michaela; Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry and Mark Lamping, team president of the Jacksonville Jaguars.

From
From

our fron t door to Your s

Happy

Thanksgiving
4048 Herschel Street • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • rayware.com • 904.389.6659 • Monday–Friday 8 am–5 pm

In what Baptist Health President
and CEO Hugh Greene termed a
“transformational moment” in the
60-year history of his healthcare
system, Baptist Health went to war
on cancer by officially opening
the Baptist MD Anderson Cancer
Center Oct. 17 in San Marco.
The new center, which became
operational Oct. 1, is housed
in what was formerly Baptist’s
former Outpatient Center on San
Marco Boulevard.
The event marked the merger
between the Northeast Florida
healthcare system and MD
Anderson of Houston, Texas, one
of the nation’s top cancer centers,
which is devoted exclusively to
patient care, research, education
and prevention.
As a one-stop shop for cancer
care, the new center will be a single
destination for cancer patients and
their families by including medical
oncology, radiation oncology,
surgery, pathology, laboratory,
diagnostic imaging, infusion and
other support clinical services.
The new center in San Marco
comprises 100,000 square feet of
space and will include everything
a family needs to support both the
patient and caregivers as they battle
the disease.
Greene stated that Baptist
has purchased much of the land
comprising two city blocks across
the street from the center on San
Marco Boulevard. On that property
Baptist Health plans to construct
a new building, which will be
final home to the MD Anderson
Cancer Center. Construction on
this building is in its design phase.
Its anticipated opening will be early
2018, he said.

Leaders gather for
luncheon
Leadership from the Baptist
MD Anderson Cancer Center,
the Jacksonville Jaguars, elected
officials and other notable
business leaders assembled
for a luncheon following the
announcement of the newlyminted Baptist MD Anderson
Cancer Center. Trailing the
unveiling came a celebration; one
that recognized the fact healthcare
will be forever altered by this
latest pronouncement.
EverBank Field’s US Assure
Club West played host to the
gathering while those who
had worked hard to make the
partnership a possibility were
honored and showered with
applause. Baptist Health President
and CEO Hugh Greene kicked off
the luncheon with strong words
during the monumental occasion.
“I really do believe that this
is a transformational moment
in the life of our community,
but most importantly, in the
lives of patients and families
who will receive care at the
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer
Center,” said Greene. “It is
really an understatement to say
that Baptist Health is proud...
gratified...whatever word you
want to use, to be aligned with
the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center and
to form this stellar partnership
going forward.”
The luncheon took place Oct.
17, immediately following the
unveiling of the signage at the San
Marco-based facility.

Call Your Local
Mortgage Experts
We find the best rates and
terms for you, including:

• 5% Down Jumbo Loans*
• 3% Down Conventional Loans*
• 0% Down VA Loans*

Serving San Marco and
Riverside since 1999

Howard M. Dyal

President, Founder and
Principal Broker
NMLS# 333109
*For qualified buyers. Restrictions apply.

(904) 222-0000 | www.ProdigyHomeLoans.com
1844 Atlantic Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32207 | NMLS #342918
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Planting a garden one post at a time
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
The Riverside Avondale Community
Garden may look a bit like a denuded timber
forest right now, but by the end of the year
enough progress will have been made to
allow local gardeners to make plans for the
next growing season.
Residents came on several weekends in
October to erect the vertical posts which will
support the walls of the garden.
“Our hope was to have the garden open
and operating for the first planting season
of 2016,” said Carmen Godwin, executive
director, Riverside Avondale Preservation.
“The construction and the operational teams
are working on that timeframe.”
Through sponsorships, RAP hopes to fund
amenities such as a commissioned metalwork
sign, solar power, fruit trees, accessible
planting beds with wheelchair access, bicycle
racks, and public seating along Park Street
within the rose garden located outside of the

Dorina Bakiri puts a level on a vertical post at the
future community garden.

New playground proposed
for Boone Park
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Mike Pyne prepares cross pieces for vertical wood
posts at the Riverside Avondale Community
Garden on Park Street.

community garden. Garden members will
have opportunities to host dinners, special
events and educational programs at the site.
Riverside Liquors hosted a Community
Garden Party on Oct. 28, donating proceeds
from a special cocktail to the garden. Prizes
were raffled off, including a Fernandina
Beach weekend getaway, an afternoon sailing
cruise on the St. Johns River, gift certificates
to Biscottis and Black Sheep, as well as tickets
to movies at the Sun-Ray Cinema.

Brandon Pourch and Doug Lane work on straightening
metal supports for vertical wood posts.
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Friends of Jacksonville Parks has
a $90,000 goal to achieve by April
1, 2016. If the community comes
through, the registered nonprofit will
receive matching funds from District
14 Councilman Jim Love and the City
of Jacksonville, Parks, Recreation and
Community Service Department.
Together, those funds will begin to
finance renovation and replacement
of the nearly 20-year-old playground
equipment at the park on Van Wert and
St. Johns Avenues. Friends of Boone Park
South are targeting fall of 2016 to have
the new playground open – 90 years after
the City of Jacksonville purchased the
property from William Elijah Boone and
four other property owners.
“We have been told that this an
aggressive timeline for the city but we’re
going to remain hopeful and tenacious,”
said Kim Clontz, an Avondale resident
and mother of two.
Thanks to Avondale resident Richard
Skinner and a group of visionaries in
1997, the current equipment turned
a once-neglected city block into a
playground nestled among paved trails,
benches and wooded landscape.
Two decades later, the swings, slides
and climbing equipment no longer meet
safety codes. Earlier this year, during the

first of many neighborhood work days,
Clontz noticed that the playground
could use an update.
Clontz brought together a new
group of visionaries to survey more
than 200 parents, grandparents and
childcare providers who regularly
visit Boone Park. They also conducted
research of other playgrounds and
manufacturers of equipment.
The group choose Kompan, which
provides playground equipment that
motivates play, and improves health, learning
and social interaction. The playground will
appeal to children of all ages.
“There is not a final price tag on this
playground yet as we don’t know how
much we can raise. The equipment list
is also in draft form right now, but we
are proposing a multi-generational
playground that allows parents,
grandparents and caregivers to exercise
while the children play,” said Clontz.
“In addition to exercise equipment
for adults, our plan includes unique
playground equipment that exposes
kids of all ages to gathering, rocking,
spinning, climbing, swinging, sliding
and experimenting. Every item is
going to be engaging, challenging and
very durable.”
To be part of the public-private
partnership fundraising effort, visit
www.booneplayground.org/how-youcan-help.html.

The Perfect Time to Sell is NOW!

2165 Oak Street

4BR/2BA Victorian home on a corner lot, walk to
5-Points and the river. 3rd floor has flooring and
potential conversion possibilities to a master
retreat. 2,836 sq. ft. $395,000

4335 Shirley Avenue

Cute 3BR/2BA bungalow with an extra buildable
lot in the Lakeside Park area. One car garage
1,568 sq. ft. $219,000

3675 Riverside Avenue

Spacious 3BR/2BA two story home featured on
RAP Home Tour 2011. 60’ wrap porch. Huge
master suite/private bath 2nd floor. Off-street
private parking pad for 3 cars. 1,815 sq. ft. $197,500

2163 College Street

2,480 sq. ft., 3BR/2BA brick home has it all! Spacious
rooms with separate dining and living rooms.
Beautiful hardwood floors throughout. Updated
kitchen with beautiful built-ins. 1 car garage/
workshop with a 1/1 apartment above. $425,000

1557 Parrish Place

Charming 3BR/2BA, brick bungalow with over
1,400 sq. ft. in the very sought after Fishwier School
District! This home has a new roof, newer windows
and a one car garage on a corner lot. $198,000

3027 St. Johns Avenue

Restored home across street from St. Johns River, and
within walking distance of Shoppes & Restaurants of
Avondale. 2 car garage with an apartment above serving
as a complete guest house. 5BR/4.5BA and 4,317 sq. ft.
$874,000

4561 Prunty Avenue

3BR/2BA Vaulted Ceilings, Kitchen w/granite tops,
42’’ Maple Cabinets, Stainless Appliances, wood
laminate floors in living spaces. Covered screened
lanai, and 2-car garage. 1,214 sq. ft. $189,000

2877 Sydney Street

3BR/1.5BA Craftsman style, open & renovated kitchen
with solid wood cabinetry and granite countertops,
renovated bath well as a relaxing porch overlooking
Willowbranch park. 1,381 sq. ft. $239,500

1046 Riverside Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32204
1422 Windsor Place

4BR/2.5BA on double lot in historic Avondale.This 2
owner home has wood floors, high ceilings, and is
light and bright. Garage has 2 legal 1BR apartments
plus 2 car parking. 2,368 sq. ft. $459,000

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com

facebook.com/TraditionsRealtyJax

1110 Wolfe Street

Newly renovated 4BR/1.5BA home on a corner large
lot in trendy Murray Hill.This home has an extra lot
that can be divided.Two car detached garage.Walking
distance to shops and restaurants 1,692 sq. ft. $225,000

PAGE 12

Resident Community News

november 2015

Local bank signs merger agreement with regional company
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Sometime in first quarter 2016,
residents will see another local bank
change its name and its charter. Earlier
this year, Florida Bank was acquired by
IberiaBank, and now The Jacksonville
Bank will also lose its local nomenclature.
Georgia-based banking company
Ameris Bancorp announced on Oct. 1 the
signing of a definitive merger agreement
with Jacksonville Bancorp, Inc.
Upon completion of the transaction
early in 2016, the combined company
will have approximately $5.7 billion in
assets, $4.0 billion in loans, $4.9 billion
in deposits and a branch network of 101
banking locations across four states,
inclusive of Ameris’ recently announced
branch consolidation.
The merger agreement was
unanimously approved by the board of
directors of each company.
“We are excited to announce our
merger with Ameris,” said Kendall L.
Spencer, president and chief executive
officer of Jacksonville Bancorp. “We
admire the strong commitment
Ameris shows to the customers and
communities they serve, and we look
forward to offering that experience to our
customers.”
The Jacksonville Bank has eight
locations in northeast Florida, including
one at 4343 Roosevelt Blvd., and one
cyber-banking site. After the acquisition,
Ameris will become the largest
community bank by deposit market share
in the Jacksonville market.
“We are thrilled to announce the
pending merger with The Jacksonville
Bank. This will truly be a perfect fit,”
said Andrew Cheney, president and chief
operating officer of Ameris Bank. “The
Jacksonville Bank is deeply committed
to the Jacksonville community and to
their customers, which is what we will

The Jacksonville Bank on Roosevelt Boulevard is one of eight Jacksonville Bancorp, Inc. branches in
Northeast Florida.

Andrew Cheney

“We admire the strong commitment Ameris shows to customers and communities
they serve, and we look forward to offering that experience to our customers.”
– Kendall L. Spencer
President and chief executive officer of Jacksonville Bancorp.
continue to build off of and support. I
already have a lot of knowledge of The
Jacksonville Bank’s team and customers,
and I am confident they will be a perfect
fit with Ameris Bank.”
In July Ameris Bank decided it would
move its top executives from Georgia and
lease space in Riverplace Tower on the
Southbank. By January 1, 2016, Ameris
Bank will move in about 40 employees on
the 26th floor, and will open a branch on
the first floor.

Continuing commitment to
community
When The Jacksonville Bank first
opened in 1999, it was so named,
according to its website, “because

we are committed to the success of
our city’s businesses and residents.”
Cheney, a San Marco resident, noted
that the merger will not change that
commitment.
“Ameris Bank’s heritage is being a
community bank, focused on providing
financial peace of mind to those in our
community one person at a time,” he
said. “It is critically important to us we
continue to honor our history, by further
developing and growing a community/
market driven company with a bank
team fully involved and active in
the community. With our executive
headquarters in Jacksonville, it is even
more important that we fully integrate
our company into the Jacksonville
community.”

Community involvement has
traditionally included annual support
of the United Way campaign and
sponsorship of The Jacksonville Bank
Marathon, however Cheney noted they
cannot get directly involved in the
marathon while awaiting regulatory
approval. “The Jacksonville Bank
Marathon is a great community event,
and we look forward to continuing to
support it,” Cheney said.
Many of its employees also volunteer
for/or hold board positions with Junior
Achievement, ARC of Jacksonville,
Teach America, City Rescue Mission,
Jacksonville Women’s Business
Center, Elderly Housing Management
Corporation, Jax Sports Council and
other nonprofits.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 1–3 • Virtual Open House 24/7 janieboyd.com

NEW LISTING

$187,000
4403 Woodmere St.

$514,000
4827 Algonquin Ave.

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

$223,500
4521 Sussex Ave #5 • Waterfront townhome in popular Pirates Bay community.
3 bedrooms/2.5 baths, very large eat-in kitchen, covered deck and dock for fishing,
updated baths, shows like a model, move-in ready
Front row: Charlie Boyd, Cheryl Laucks, Janie Boyd, Jamie Spicer, Trey Martin.
Back row: Tinnon Froehlich, Judy Jones Davis, Linda Strickland, Betty Thomas,
Moody Baker, Carolyn Tatum.

904.527.2525

•

$1,250,000
3867 Arden St.

www.janieBoyd.com

Buy with Confidence. List with Success.
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Historic Districts to get EV Charging Stations
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News
Residents in the new 220 Riverside and
Brooklyn Station apartments who have
chosen to minimize their carbon footprint
will soon be able to use electric cars with
greater convenience.
As part of its Regional Alternative Fuels
Master Plan, the North Florida TPO has
provided $300,000 in funding from its
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement Program to purchase and
install 27 EV charging stations with electric
utilities at locations within the JEA service
territory throughout the greater Jacksonville
area, including three in Riverside.
JEA has contracted with Novacharge to
install the ChargeWell-brand stations. They
will be “Level 2” charging stations allowing
vehicles to retain a full charge in a couple
of hours, said Marci Larson of the North
Florida TPO.
Currently, there are 15 Level 2 EV

charging stations within Jacksonville
including nine that are located on auto
dealer lots, said Gerri Boyce, Media
Relations Coordinator for JEA. Two public
DC Fast Chargers powerful enough to
energize a Leaf or BMWi3 in 30 minutes
are also currently available – one at JEA
headquarters downtown and one at the Gate
Town Center in Southside, Boyce said. “We
anticipate more DC Fast Chargers across the
area in the next 12 months,” she said.
Locations in Riverside include The
Cummer Museum, 854 Riverside Drive;
Fidelity/Black Knight Building, 601
Riverside Avenue, Building 5; and Bold City
Brewery, 2670-7 Rosselle Street.
“Anything we can do to help the
environment and those people who have the
carts and are trying to do some good,” said
Brian Miller of Bold City Brewery about his
decision to apply for a charging station. “We
want to do something for others who are
trying to do the right thing.”
Installation of the stations will begin in

October and take three months to complete,
said Larson.
Prior to the decision, the TPO and JEA
held public meetings to reach out to the
community in order to find convenient
locations for the EV chargers. The locations
were selected after organizations or
merchants applied.
Additional funds from TPO have been
made available with priority for charging
stations in Nassau, Clay and St. Johns
counties, said Boyce. No details are yet
available for this phase of the project, she said.
In the future, the TPO will work with
other utilities to expand its ChargeWell
network and provide electric vehicle drivers
with more opportunities to charge up in the
region, Larson said.
The $300,000 allocated for the EV
charging stations is part of a nearly $5
million in funding the North Florida TPO
and Clean Fuels Coalition have spent
toward reducing petroleum dependence
by encouraging the speedy adoption of

alternative fuels, vehicles and infrastructure
in the region, said Larson.
Additional investments awarded by
the TPO went to St. Johns County CNG
(Compressed Natural Gas) Fleet and Public
Access Station ($732,000); Jacksonville
Transportation Authority (JTA) Fleet and
Public Access CNG Stations ($2.75 million)
so that JTA can buy approximately 100
CNG buses and modify its bus maintenance
facility downtown; Florida East Coast
Railway (FEC) Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) Pilot Project ($375,000) to help FEC
purchase four new locomotives with LNG
kits and two fuel cars; City of Jacksonville
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Sanitation
Trucks ($315,000) so the city can cover
CNG equipment costs for up to seven new
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) sanitation
trucks; Clean Truck Program ($162,000) in
partnership with JAXPORT to assist truck
owners in converting to more fuel efficient
and cleaner burning engines in order to
reduce port truck emissions.

Riverside dog park legislation moving forward
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Riverside Avondale Preservation is
encouraging residents to write to City
Council members in support of legislation
for the long-awaited dog park in Riverside.
Carmen Godwin, RAP executive director,
said she and RAP board members have met
with new Council members to let them
know about the needs of the neighborhood.
“It should go pretty smoothly but we’ve
been meeting with new councilpersons to
introduce ourselves…and one of the things
we kept hearing was if they get 10 or more
emails on a certain topic then they really
start to look at it more closely,” Godwin said.

“So we thought the more support we can
show for the dog park the better.”
The legislation for the John Gorrie Dog
Park at Riverside Park was filed on Oct. 7 and
introduced on Oct. 27 to City Council. The
bill, sponsored by District 14 Councilman Jim
Love, will be heard by two committees prior
to the Nov. 10 vote by City Council.
Love has requested $100,000 in
appropriations from District Council Bond
funds for site preparation/demolition,
earthwork/grading/utilities, decomposed
granite surface and one light pole. Total cost of
the dog park project is budgeted at $250,417.
The Finance Committee and the Recreation
and Community Development, Public Health
and Safety Committee will hear Bill 2015-

Jacksonville anglican Fellowship
Meeting at Ortega Presbyterian Church
8:00 am, Sunday: 1928 BCP Eucharist
5:00 pm, Sunday: Contemporary Worship

700 on Monday, Nov. 2 at 9:30 a.m. and on
Tuesday, Nov. 3, at 9:30 a.m. respectively.
For more than two years, RAP and the
community have been working on the
project with the City of Jacksonville and
the Florida Department of Transportation,
raising $150,000 in private funds for the
free dog park. Those monies will help pay
for irrigation, landscaping, hardscape,
site furnishings, brick pavers, and signage
among other items.
“The community has also met its
obligation to raise maintenance fees for
the first five years,” Godwin noted in an
email launch to RAP members on Oct.
23. “Riverside Avondale residents and
businesses support the creation of a dog park

in this location…which is currently unused,
unclean and unsafe. The dog park will
provide lighting, amenities and activate this
space for the city.”
Provided there are no delays in the
hearings, RAP hopes to break ground very
soon after anticipated approval on Nov. 10.
“We are working on our agreement with
Hager Construction, and if everything goes
smoothly we will be breaking ground in late
November or early December,” Godwin said.
Residents are asked to contact all of the
Council members. Phone numbers and
email addresses can be found at coj.net/citycouncil.aspx. Readers may also share their
opinions about the proposed dog park by
writing to editor@residentnews.net.

Jewelry repair
Custom Jewelry
Pearl restringing
aPPraisals

jaxfellowship.org • 904-553-0017
A fellowship of people honoring Jesus in the Anglican tradition of thoughtful
and liturgical worship and serving Him through self-sacrificial love and service.

As Autumn settles into our doors and through
our windows, the flow of real estate continues
forward. Earnest buyers with low interest rates
in hand are seeking sellers who are ready to
move before 2016 rings in. The threat of
higher rates next year loom. Pro-active
buyers are here. This might be the best
time to sell in the next six months but
only the Feds know for sure.
Considering our National
Unemployments Rate is 5.1%, still
under the average 5.83% but well

Talking Economics

ahead of the staggering 9.9% we saw in 2010, we
are approaching our norm. Gross Domestic Product
is used to measure economic output which means
the rate our economy is growing, and looking at
the GDP, we are definitely growing. GDP increased
3.9% in the second quarter this year. Once Yellan
and the Federal Reserve decide we are strong
enough, rates will drive up to begin taking a stab at
our National Debt.
What does this mean to real estate? Sale prices
go down as rates go up because buyers will qualify
for less. Period. The reason our rates stayed low the

past 7 years was to pull us out of the recession caused
by the economic crisis. It worked. Drive through
Riverside and Murray Hill and you’ll see dumpsters in
front of houses being renovated. Renovation means
more buyers which means everyone is moving up to
the next level. Consider putting your house on the
market now to take advantage of our strong sales
energy. We still have more buyers than sellers in our
neighborhood, but it’s going to change. Be wise, stay
a step ahead. Need a Realtor who loves her job? Why
not try me, full time and full-on.
—Anne Rain

Anne Burpee Rain

Broker Associate, Previews International

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Today’s market needs an experienced agent.
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com
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Low inventory in Historic District means seller’s market
By Lorrie DeFrank
Resident Community News
A strong real estate market is a
sure sign that people like living in
Jacksonville’s historic neighborhoods of
Riverside, Avondale, Ortega and Murray
Hill. Realtors throughout the Historic
District agree its well-built charming
homes are in huge demand. The trendy
lifestyle also plays a big role in keeping
prices up and inventory down.
“Riverside/Avondale received a lot of
national publicity for its diversity and
walkability. It’s a great neighborhood to
live in. And they’re not really building
there anymore other than on the
occasional infill lot,” said Lee Norville,
real estate broker with Norville Realty,
Inc. He attributes the favorable market
to high demand, a turnaround of the
economy, low interest rates and home
prices on the upswing.

By the numbers
Compared to a year ago, monthly
statistics have improved across
Northeast Florida, with sales in the
Historic District significantly exceeding
regional averages. The following
Northeast Florida Association of
Realtors (NEFAR) market analysis
compares the entire region – which
encompasses all of Duval, Clay and
Putnam counties and part of St. Johns

“Historic District people are diehards.
They love that quality
of building.”
–Missie Sarra LePrell, Re/Max Specialists
County – with the combined historic
neighborhoods of Riverside, Avondale,
Ortega, Murray Hill, San Marco, San
Jose and St. Nicholas. Because of its
extraordinary improvement in most
areas, the Riverside/Avondale/Ortega
region is noted separately.
According to NEFAR, interest rates
are widely predicted to go up before
the end of the year – another reason for

buyers to take advantage of the favorable
conditions.
“The market is great right now, as it
has been pretty much the last two years.
We don’t have enough inventory in
the Historic District, interest rates are
historically low and lenders are willing
to loan,” said Anne Burpee Rain, Broker
Associate, Coldwell Banker Vanguard
Realty, Inc. “So if a realtor is wise enough

“Riverside/Avondale received a lot of national
publicity for its diversity and walkability.
It’s a great neighborhood to live in.
And they’re not really building there anymore
other than on the occasional infill lot.”
–Lee Norville, Norville Realty

to price correctly, a house sells almost
immediately and gets multiple offers.”
Prospective buyers who are wary of
higher rates call all the time, Rain said,
adding that “typically this time of year
sellers slow down on listing but now is a
great market and perhaps by spring rates
might go up.”
Whether they are seeking a twobedroom/one bath bungalow smaller
than 1,000 square feet or a riverfront
mansion, most buyers want properties
to be ready to move into with updated
electricity, plumbing and roof, Rain
said. However, many are willing to
do some updating just to get in the
neighborhood.
Bungalows are becoming more
popular with first-time buyers and
young families, as well as with people
who want to “rightsize,” said Jane
Slater, Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network
Realty. Often people who live in the
district buy larger or smaller homes
to fit their lifestyles without leaving
the neighborhood because they enjoy
its proximity to downtown and its
abundance of restaurants, nightlife,
shopping and parks, she said.
“There are buyers of all ages,
coming from all areas of the city, and
out-of-town, looking for one of our
neighborhood’s unique and craftsmanstyle bungalows,” said Joy Walker,
continued on page 15 >>>

Welcome to Your New Home Port,
Right in Your Backyard on the River...
James L.
Schumacher, D.M.D.
Your neighborhood dentist since 1995

Military Appreciation Month
All Active or Retired Military:
Come in for a free
Oral ID Oral Cancer Screening
during the month of November.

Shaded Gazebos- one acts as a living room, the other a dining room
Four private bathroom suites
State-of-the-art internet and Wi-fi
Brand new pool on property
Natural gas fire pit
Commercial grade gas grille
Picnic tables on the water
Extra wide fairways make docking a breeze

Please call to schedule a time.
Proudly supporting
the Wounded Warrior Project.

Welcoming New Patients!
• implants • crowns • veneers
Excellence Through Experience

(904) 388-3559
4585 Lakeside Drive • Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Call today to schedule your tour with Paul Howe at (904) 389-1199

www.firstcoastsmiles.com
4201 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, Florida 32210
We assist our patients with most major insurance plans.

REGION

+4.3%

CLOSED SALES

november 2015

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

RIVERSIDE
Resident Community News
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

+84.6%

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

CLOSED SALES

DAYS ON MARKET
UNTIL SALE
+84.6%

DAYS ON MARKET
UNTIL SALE
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

-8.5%
RIVERSIDE
-10.8%
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
NORTHEAST
MURRAY HILL HISTORIC

-8.5%
-10.8%

FLORIDA
REGION

DISTRICT

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

MEDIAN
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
DAYS ON MARKET
SALES PRICE
UNTIL SALE +15%
DAYS ON MARKET
HISTORIC
DISTRICT

UNTIL SALE
+10.2%
+7.1%
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

+15%

+10.2%

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
+7.1%
REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

+2.5%

+2.5%

-8.5%

HISTORIC NORTHEAST
RIVERSIDE HISTORIC
DISTRICT FLORIDA
AVONDALE
DISTRICT
ORTEGA
-8.5%
RIVERSIDE
REGION
MURRAY
HILL
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
-10.8%
-10.8%
MURRAY HILL

RIVERSIDE
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
ORTEGA
MURRAY
HILL
MURRAY HILL

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

REGION

+15%

+10.2%

+7.1%
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
-8.5%MURRAY
HILL

-10.8%
HISTORIC

NORTHEAST

MEDIAN
SALES PRICE
MEDIAN
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

HISTORIC FLORIDARIVERSIDE DISTRICT
DISTRICT REGIONAVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

SALES PRICE
INVENTORY
OF +15%
INVENTORY
OF
HOMES FOR
SALE FOR SALE
HOMES
+15%

+10.2%

+7.1%

RIVERSIDE

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

-15.6%
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

NORTHEAST

HISTORIC
DISTRICT FLORIDA

+7.1%
-8.5%
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

RIVERSIDE
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
PAGE 15
ORTEGAHILL
MURRAY
MURRAY HILL

DAYS ON MARKET
DAYS ON MARKET
UNTIL SALE
UNTIL SALE
MEDIAN
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
+2.5%
SALES PRICE +2.5%
+15%
+10.2%

+2.5%

HISTORIC

NORTHEAST

HISTORICFLORIDARIVERSIDE DISTRICT
-8.5% AVONDALE
DISTRICT REGION
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL-10.8%
RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
-10.8%
MURRAY HILL

-10.8%

+4.3%

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

-8.5%

+2.5%

+2.5%

+34.5%

+4.3%

+34.5%

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

DISTRICT

+10.2%

+7.1% AVONDALE

HISTORICNORTHEASTORTEGA
DISTRICT FLORIDA
MURRAY HILLHISTORIC

REGION

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

DISTRICT

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
-21% REGION
-15.6%

INVENTORY OF -30.4%
HOMES FOR SALE

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

-21%

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
MURRAY HILL

-30.4%

INVENTORY OF
INVENTORYINVENTORY
OF
“The Historic
OF District is booming. There is notHOMES FOR SALE
HOMES
FOR
SALE
MEDIANenough
MEDIAN HOMES
FOR SALE
inventory. It’s going crazy, it’s always
SALES PRICE
SALESfared
PRICE
better during the recession. Now it’s back.

Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network Realty.
Walker said since January 1, 2015, 95
of 145 bungalows listed have sold, with RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
another 21 NORTHEAST
under
“These are ORTEGA
HISTORIC
FLORIDAcontract.
NORTHEAST
DISTRICT
MURRAY HILL
REGION
great numbers
and they show
us just
+15%
HISTORIC
FLORIDA
how many buyers are wanting to liveREGION
in
DISTRICT
a bungalow in the Riverside/Avondale
+10.2%
+10.2%
+7.1%
Historic District!”

+7.1%

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
REGION

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
+15%
MURRAY HILL

HISTORIC
DISTRICT

San Marco – an increasing
number of historic homes built before
1930 have been purchased
and renovated
RIVERSIDE
NORTHEAST
recently, said Jeff Chefan,AVONDALE
principal CEO
HISTORIC
ORTEGA
FLORIDA
and managing
broker for
Manormor
DISTRICT
MURRAY
HILL
REGION
Sotheby’s International Realty. More
-15.6%
-21%
young professionals are drawn to the
walkability
of the Historic District and
-30.4%
the liveliness of such areas as 5 Points,
he said.
-15.6% The residential, shopping and
-21%explosion of the
entertainment
-30.4%
Riverside/Brooklyn area that
includes
the new Unity Plaza amphitheater
the market are those that are nicely
and urban park is not only exciting to
renovated, updated with modern
current residents of the Historic District
amenities and in good condition,”
but also is causing folks around the city
said Anita Vining, Realtor, Berkshire
to consider moving there.
Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Rain foresees the transformation
Network Realty. “Those that require
of the once-blighted Brooklyn as a
more work need to be priced very
connector between downtown and the
aggressively for a niche market and need neighborhoods of Riverside, Avondale
someone with expendable cash.”
and Murray Hill.
Vining believes people are attracted to
Making a strong resurgence, Murray
the district because of its “urban feel –
Hill is benefitting from the proximity
walkability in neighborhoods, shops and of the Riverside/Brooklyn attractions,
dining, and convenience to downtown.”
not to mention the new businesses –
Because of an overall rejuvenation
including trendy bars and shops – and
of the area – particularly Riverside,
housing renewal on its own streets.
“There’s been a lot of flipping and
new construction in Murray Hill, which
is improving the overall quality of the
neighborhood,” said Rain. “Young buyers
who can’t afford Riverside and Avondale
are starting to move in.”
Rain believes the strength of the real
estate market in the Historic District
bolsters the city’s overall economy. “Our
Historic District anchors the heart of
the city and supports mom and pop
shops and locally owned stores that are
vital to our community,” she said. She
encourages sellers to get their houses
on the market before the end of the year
and a potential shift in interest rates.
“Buyers are out there for homes in all
price ranges.”

People want to live here for the diversity, the arts
scene, the restaurants and so much else going on.”

-15.6% in high demand
Condos, rentals
-21%

“The Historic District is booming.-15.6%-30.4%

–Sacha Higham, Traditions Realty

-21%
There is not
enough inventory.
HISTORICIt’s going
RIVERSIDE
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA
DISTRICT
AVONDALE
“People have different
tastes but they
-30.4%
crazy,” agreed Sacha Higham, Realtor
HISTORIC
RIVERSIDE
NORTHEAST
REGION
ORTEGA
know
where
they
want
to
be,” she said.
and Principal at Traditions Realty. “It
FLORIDA
DISTRICT
AVONDALE
MURRAY HILL
REGION
ORTEGA
“Historic
District
people
are
diehards.
always fared better during the recession.
MURRAY HILL
They
love
that
quality
of
building.”
Now it’s back. People want to live here
Ortega resident Fred Miller knows all
for the diversity, the arts scene, the
about that. CEO of Fred Miller Group
restaurants and so much else going on.”
Realtors, he has lived in the Historic
Condo sales are also hot, Higham
District since the early 1940s and has
said, and like single-family dwellings in
seen generations of families raised there.
the Historic District, inventory is low. RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
NORTHEAST
Miller maintains that a big draw is the
He said rental
units
also
are
in
high
HISTORIC
ORTEGA
FLORIDA
DISTRICT
MURRAY
HILL
REGION
architecture
dating to RIVERSIDE
the early 1900s.
demand. “The rental market is going up
AVONDALE
NORTHEAST
“Things
were
generally
very well built
so dramatically it’s mind-blowing. We
HISTORIC
ORTEGA
FLORIDA
done by hand,”
he said.
don’t have enough inventory for sales
DISTRICT
MURRAY
HILL “Many
REGION then, all
of those homes are still standing today.”
or rentals,” Higham said. “It’s a seller’s
“Homes with the shortest time on
market. Homes are definitely going
-15.6%
up. If they are priced right and in great
-21%
condition, they move. We’re getting into
-30.4%
multiple bidding again.”
-15.6%
With interest rates and inventory so
-21%
low, houses priced in the $200,000s
-30.4%
and $300,000s are moving quickest, but
higher-end homes also are going in days,
he said.
Missie Sarra LePrell, Broker Associate,
Re/Max Specialists, agrees that variables
in the real estate market in the Historic
District are numerous – from empty
nesters moving into smaller homes to
people in good-sized homes moving into
their dream homes on the water. Most
are particular about updated electricity
and plumbing as well as remodeled
kitchens and baths.

INVENTORY OF
HOMES FORINVENTORY
SALE
OF

HOMES FOR SALE

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE
ORTEGA
Avondale
MURRAY HILLand

“The market is great right now, as it has been
pretty much the last two years. We don’t have
enough inventory in the Historic District,
interest rates are historically low and lenders are
willing to loan, so if a realtor is wise enough
to price correctly, a house sells almost
immediately and gets multiple offers.”
–Anne Burpee Rain, Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

PAGE 16

Movers & shakers

Resident Community News

Local artist’s work chosen
for church holiday card
Lynn McClow, past president
of the Jacksonville Artists Guild,
was one of nearly 70 local artists
who responded to an Artists’
Call by the Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd to design its
2015 Christmas card.
“Although just eight artists
responded, they submitted
multiple pieces, so we had
many to choose from,” said
Katie Medill, Good Shepherd
Youth and Children’s Ministry,
and a member of the vestry
Lynn McClow with her winning artwork,
used for the 2015 Christmas card for the
who served as jury. This is the
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd.
second year that a local artist
has provided the holiday card
artwork and proceeds from the 2500 cards (which can be purchased in a
number of packaged sets) benefit the church’s Art Outreach Program for
neighborhood children.
“I love the presence of this beautiful church and attended services as a
child with cousins,” said McClow. “The pillars and stained glass windows
make a good impression on a child coming to such a place. It was a great
honor to have my art selected for their Christmas card.”
McClow recalled swimming in the church pool and was on the swim team
briefly. “My mother felt that my brother and I should take swimming lessons
as our cousins were competitive swimmers around the time that Olympic
swimmer Katie Ball was swimming here, but I was not cut out for it.”
Instead, McClow took private art lessons from the late Dorothy Chase
Stewart, who also taught art at Ortega Elementary School. “I started in oils
and only transitioned to watercolor in 2009,” McClow said. Her winning
piece, Partridge and Pear Tree, is a watercolor.

New boutique opens in Murray Hill
One-of-a-kind garments
fit to your figure can be
found in the heart of Murray
Hill. Mother-daughter team
Mary and Joy Lee opened
an alterations shop in 2009,
and recently relocated and
re-opened as MOMNI
Boutique (Mom ‘n I) at 1188
Edgewood Ave. S, offering
trendy, boho and classic
clothing for customers
from 20 to 60. For more
information, check out
MOMNI Love on Facebook or
email momni2009@gmail.com.

Joy Lee
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CSX executive joins Feeding
Northeast Florida board
Quintin Kendall, the vice president of state government and
community affairs with CSX Corporation, was appointed to
the board of directors at Feeding Northeast Florida (FNEFL).
“With his experience in government advocacy and
infrastructure projects across the U.S., Quintin will
complement the board’s work as it sets the direction in our
mission to end hunger in Northeast Florida,” said FNEFL
President and CEO Bruce Ganger.
In his current role, Kendall, of Riverside, is responsible for
the company’s interactions with state executive and legislative
branches across the railroad’s 23-state network. He also
manages the company’s community affairs and public safety
advocacy initiatives, including the TellCSX Service Center.
Quintin Kendall
Prior to joining CSX, Kendall served in the office of the
Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation
from 2002 to 2009. He also previously served as an aide to Virginia Governor Jim Gilmore
and Congressman Tom Bliley, the former Chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Energy
and Commerce.
Kendall also serves on the board of directors of the Florida Chamber of Commerce and the
Norfolk and Portsmouth Beltline.

Book by English
aristocrat published
posthumously
Marla MatsonQuattrone, a creative
brand strategist,
helped see to fruition
the posthumous
publication of Time
to Fly by Barnaby
J. Howard, who
passed away in
Barnaby J. Howard
2011. His widow,
Evelyn Howard,
credits Matson-Quattrone as her “colleague and
right-hand person…without whose remarkable
talents and willing heart, this book would not have materialized.”
Matson-Quattrone noted that Howard was a fascinating man born from English aristocracy.
“Choosing Jacksonville as his final home...Mr. Howard (Barny) lived in Orange Park on River
Road for about 25 years. He was active at Grace Episcopal Church and remained close friends
with Barnum McCarthy, former rector at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, until his death,” said
Matson-Quattrone. “He learned to fly at NAS in the 1940s and took an active role in all flying
and sailing vessels until his death.”
Time to Fly is a story of romance, honor, vision and peace that would resonate with people of all
ages, said Matson-Quattrone.
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Emerging Philanthropists make
more than $75,000 in grants

Seated: Ted Rueger, Lauren Rueger, Josh Bryan, Annie Bryan, Susannah Williams, Buck Williams; standing:
Melanie Setzer, Ted Stein, Ronnie King, Imani Hope, Alexis Kane, Pat Kilbane, Benham Bishop, Michael
Miller, Darryl Willie

The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida announced the
grant making decisions of the Weaver
Philanthropic Initiatives Class of 2015. The
15 emerging philanthropists participated
in a comprehensive six-month program
to enhance their knowledge of strategic
philanthropy, which culminated in a
series of personal grants matched by The
Community Foundation.
The Weaver Philanthropic Initiative Class
of 2015 included Benham Bishop, Annie
Bryan, Josh Bryan, Imani Hope, Alexis Kane,
Ronnie King, Patrick Kilbane, Michael Miller,
Lauren Rueger, Ted Rueger, Melanie Setzer,
Martin (Ted) Stein, James (Buck) Williams,
Susannah Williams and Darryl Willie.
All class members participated in learning
about the critical issues that exist in the
community and researching nonprofit
organizations. Participants were encouraged
to explore their own philanthropic
leadership style as they began to formulate
their personal grant making strategy.
Class member Annie Bryan reflected
on her new-found knowledge of how to
think strategically when considering her
philanthropic options. “I learned how to say
‘no’ quickly,” she recalled, “so I can say ‘YES’
loudly and enthusiastically!”
The class culminated in June with the
following grants being made:
• A joint grant for MOCA (Museum of
Modern Art) and PACE Center for Girls to
create an opportunity for PACE girls to visit
MOCA monthly, including arts education
and museum knowledge as well as exposure
to successful women who work in the arts.
• Jacksonville Humane Society for general
operating support

• Jacksonville Children’s Commission to
support the Jax Kids Book Club program
• Jacksonville Arts and Music School for
general operating support
• The Guardian Catholic Schools for
general operating support
• Daniel Memorial for general operating
support
• Mali Vai Washington Youth Foundation
for general operating support
• Wolfson Children’s Hospital for its Child
Life program
• BEAM for general operating support
• Tiger Academy for the Principal Fund
for students’ academic and behavioral
achievements
• Jacksonville Public Education Fund
(JPEF)
• Scoutreach Cub Pack 705 Tiger
Academy
• BSA North Florida Council Troop 26 for
tents
• Scoutreach BSA North Florida Council
• Wolfson Children’s Hospital for MRI
cinema vision goggles
• UNF LGBT Resource Center for its pilot
project, Club CanDo
One interesting result that developed
from the grant making was the
establishment of the MyVillage Community
Fund by three participants. The MyVillage
Community Fund is designed to “foster the
philanthropic spirit of African Americans
in Northeast Florida while providing
financial resources to African American-led
nonprofits focused on strengthening lives
with the Black community.” The three initial
funders are working with The Community
Foundation to create the grant making
parameters for the fund.

Join Us
On
Sunday
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Home care services expanding
in local neighborhoods
Dr. Amy Pohlman, alumnae of
The Bolles School, has joined Ponte
Vedra Home Care as part owner and
Nurse Administrator. The company is
expanding its footprint to the Ortega,
Avondale, Riverside, and Murray Hill
area, providing companion, personal,
and nursing care in its clients’ homes,
as well as in assisted living and skilled
care facilities.
Pohlman, who holds a Master’s of
Science in Nursing with Neurophysiology
Focus and PhD in Neurophysiology, will
oversee the care for every client, ensuring
Amy Pohlman
they are treated with dignity and respect.
“I am so grateful for this opportunity
to care for so many of the wonderful families we grew up with in Jacksonville,”
said Dr. Pohlman. “The benefits are unlimited for those wishing to age safely and
independently at home. I am looking forward to bringing our customized support
services to Ortega and surrounding areas.”

Speech and Hearing earns
autism care certificate
The Jacksonville Speech and
Hearing Center (JSHC) has earned
its certification of autism care
from the International Board of
Credentialing and Continuing
Education Standards (IBCCES).
This designation means at least
80 percent of the JSHC staff has
undergone a rigorous training
process that will assist in providing
speech pathology and audiology
services for those who have autism.
It is believed the nonprofit is the first
healthcare provider in North Florida
to undergo this training for its staff.
“I’m extremely proud that our
staff has stepped up to achieve this
recognition,” said Mike Howland,

SHOP

~

SELL

~

CONSIGN

Home Décor, Antiques,
Estate Services &
Vintage Fashions

~

V i n ta g e t o M O d e r n

4201 St. Johns Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210
Tel: (904)672-7705 • castawaysjax@gmail.com

~

f facebook: Castaways Vintage to Modern

Please come see why we are sought
after globally and locally

Since 1977

LARGE SELECTION
★ Finest Quality ★

★ Professional Cleaning & Repair ★
Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale

Sunday WorShip Schedule
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Main Worship Center
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in the Main Worship Center

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax
www.sjpcjax.org

President and CEO of Jacksonville
Speech and Hearing Center.
“Communication is a critical
challenge for many people with
autism and that is where we can help.”
A Certified Autism Center
provides a patient-friendly
environment that includes no
sensory overload, patients ushered
to quiet rooms, treatment that
is minimally disruptive to the
patient, communication with family
members regarding diagnosis and
treatment, a focus on “yes” or
“no” questions to patient, allowing
patients to see and touch materials,
and a health care professional
manner that is direct and factual.

Hooshang Oriental Rug Gallery has provided
sales and services for over 38 YEARS.

Persia • China • india • Pakistan • turkey • romania

3571 St JohnS ave. • (904) 384-7111
Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugs

www.hooshang-rugs.com
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Riverside resident joins
pediatric heart team
Dr. Andrea Kropf of Riverside
has joined the pediatric heart
team for the UF Health Pediatric
Cardiovascular Center and C.
Herman and Mary Virginia
Terry Heart Center at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital.
Kropf will provide
cardiovascular imaging services
that include cardiac MRI/MRA,
as well as chest x-rays, CT
scans, fetal echocardiography,
transesophageal
echocardiography (TEE) and
transthoracic echocardiography
(TTE) to diagnose and monitor
infants, children and adults with
congenital heart disease.
Kropf received her medical
degree from the Medical College
of Georgia in Augusta, and
Dr. Andrea Kropf
completed her internship and
residency in pediatrics at Emory
University in Atlanta. She completed fellowships in pediatric cardiology and
advanced pediatric cardiology imaging at Duke University in Durham, North
Carolina. Kropf is board certified in pediatrics, and currently is working on
a Master’s degree in Public Health, Health Care and Prevention from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

ARTWORKSHOPS
FINE ART
CLASSES
REGISTERING

AVONDALE RIVERSIDE ART STUDIO
ADULT & CHILDREN’S CLASSES
AFTER SCHOOL, EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

cathyharrison@mac.com
facebook.com/AvondaleRiversideArtStudio

510.757.9581

Avondale Riverside Art Studio WHITEWAY CORNER OFFICE BLDG.

2720 PARK ST • 2ND FLR • STE 208 (Park & King Across from Walgreens)
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Fundraising professionals honor
outstanding philanthropists

Jim and Tabitha Furyk

Dr. Sherry Magill, president, Jessie Ball duPont Fund

Carol Harrison, development director, Ronald
McDonald House

Ryan Schwartz, chair, Ronald McDonald House
Capital Campaign

Jim and Tabitha Furyk, of San Marco,
have been named 2015 Outstanding
Philanthropists by the Florida First
Coast Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals for their work
with Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida and Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
They will be honored, along with
other winners, at the annual National
Philanthropy Day event on Nov. 17 at 11
a.m. at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville
Riverfront. Chairs for the event are
Joanna Blinn and LeAnn Daddario.
Other award winners include Bank of
America as Outstanding Philanthropic
Corporation, nominated by St. Vincent’s
HealthCare Foundation, Communities
in Schools and Sulzbacher Center; the
Jessie Ball duPont Fund nominated
for Outstanding Foundation by LISC,
Family Foundations, Jacksonville

Symphony Orchestra, and United Way
of Northeast Florida; Rotary Club
of North Jacksonville, nominated by
Westjax Outreach, Inc. for Outstanding
Civic organization; Ronald McDonald
House Development Director Carol
Harrison, Outstanding Fundraising
Professional and San Marco resident
Ryan Schwartz, Outstanding Volunteer
Fundraiser, both nominated by Ronald
McDonald House, and for Outstanding
Youth in Philanthropy, the Palm Avenue
Exceptional Student Center, nominated
by Feeding Northeast Florida.
Schwartz is chair of RMHC of
Jacksonville’s Capital Campaign and has
served as Board Member, Board Chair,
Interim “Volunteer Executive Director”
and Chair of the Executive Director
Search Committee.
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Woman’s Club creates breast
cancer memorial
The GFWC Lakeshore Woman’s Club erected a large Breast Cancer Awareness
ribbon for members and neighbors who have been touched with cancer, asking
each to add a flower in honor of themselves or someone they know. When it is
completely full, it will be moved into the Memorial Garden at the club. Jeannie
Blaylock was guest speaker at the club’s Oct. 16 annual Wear Pink meeting, where
they presented her with over $500 collected for wigs and 270 toy bears for the
Buddy Bear project.

The Pajcic family poses in from of the new Pajcic-Hunt Field sign after the dedication ceremony Oct. 23.

Episcopal names new FieldTurf
football field for Pajcic and Hunt
Episcopal School of Jacksonville named the
school’s new FieldTurf field at McCormick
Sports Complex after one of its longtime
supporters and its assistant football coach
during a dedication ceremony Oct. 23.
The field, which was newly installed over
the summer, was named Pajcic-Hunt Field
for the late Gary Pajcic, who sent his five
children through the school, and longtime
assistant football coach Charles Hunt, Sr.,
who also coaches track and field at the
school.
A large gift from the Pajcic family
and Pajcic’s five children – Curt, Curry,
Ian, Seth, and Shaara Pajcic Swallow –
made the dedication ceremony possible.
The Pajcics’ gift is part of Episcopal’s
50th Anniversary capital campaign, Lead the
Way, which is seeking to raise $18 million
for school improvements.
Pajcic and Hunt both played football for
Florida State University. Hunt later went on
to play in the NFL and in other professional
leagues before settling back in Jacksonville

to coach at the school. Pajcic went on to law
school at Florida State and later moved back
to Jacksonville to form Pajcic & Pajcic, a
successful law firm, with his brother, Steve.
A well-known philanthropist, Pajcic has
donated millions for important causes,
including education.
Pajcic and Hunt developed a lifelong
friendship, and Pajcic, who coached football
at Episcopal in the 1980s, recruited Hunt to
join him in coaching the Eagles. Hunt never
left the school, continuing to coach football
and track for more than 30 years.
“Today marks an exceptional celebration
of friendship and two men’s dedication
to the mission of Episcopal School of
Jacksonville,” said Head of School Charles
F. Zimmer. “We cannot fully express the
depth of our gratitude for Coach Hunt’s long
tenure here developing our student-athletes,
or the Pajcic family’s longtime championing
of the school. We are deeply thankful for all
that both men have given our community
over more than 30 years.”

Terry Laws, president of GFWC Lakeshore Woman’s Club, Barbara Mehaffey, director of General
Federation Woman’s Club District 4, Francis Frost of Macclenny Woman’s Club.

BEHIND THE

WHEEL
with

Paul Smith

THEY SAID WHAT?!!!!!

Gary Pajcic

St. Mark’s
Episcopal
Church

Worship with Us this Holy Season
November
22 Advent & Alternative Giving Fair
25 Thanksgiving Eve Service
27 Youth Christmas Tree Sales Begin

December
13 Parish Caroling
16 Lessons & Carols Service and Parish Dinner
24 Christmas Eve Services 3, 5, 8 & 11 p.m.
25 Christmas Chapel 10 a.m.
For details and times for these events, contacts us at
Home of
St. Mark’s
Episcopal
Day School stmarksjacksonville.org

4129 Oxford Avenue
904.388.2681

That was my response to a customers
question. She had taken her Honda Van to
the service department of a dealership. The
passenger sliding door would not open. She
was told that it would need to go to the body
shop and have a hole cut into the outside of
the door to gain access. “Is this something
you can fix” was her question. She came into
our shop that Monday, and we had the door
open in 30 min, without putting a hole in it,
and assessed the problem. The repair was less
than $300.00. The point of this story is that
you always have options. Educate yourself and
always ask questions. An educated customer
is a benefit to themselves and the shop.

Charles Hunt

We Can Ship
almost all of
Your Precious
Cargo.
For all your packaging and shipping
needs, rely on The UPS Store
Certified Packing Experts®. We also
offer a wide range of packaging
supplies and boxes for all of your
moving and shipping needs.

*child was
not harmed
in the making
of this ad.

Call or go online for Appointment:
We’re right in your
neighborhood. So stop in
and ask for details

1650 Margaret St | Jacksonville, FL 32204 | 904-381-6678

(904) 388-8800
www.ortegacarcare.com
4517 Appleton Ave. • www.ortegacarcare.com
Open Monday -Friday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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Police asking for tips in CenterState Bank robbery
Two weeks after the Sheriff ’s Advisory
Council (ShAdCo) marched up and down
King Street to show a police presence, the
CenterState Bank was robbed.
The suspect committed the robbery
about 2:50 p.m. on Oct. 2. Police
describe the man as 6 feet tall, 180 to
200 pounds, with brown hair, and he
was wearing blue jeans and a blue longsleeved shirt. He gave a teller a note
demanding money. The teller complied,
and the man headed west through the
parking lot. No weapon or vehicle was
seen, the Sheriff ’s Office said.
The Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office had no
updates as of press time.
“Ongoing active investigation still. No
arrests as of this writing,” said Officer
Melissa J. Bujeda, Public Information
Officer, Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office.

5 Points robber surrenders
Less than three weeks later, two women
in the 5 Points area were confronted by
an armed robber.
On Oct. 21, at 8:40 a.m., two women
were exiting their vehicles at 1012
Margaret Street, in front of the 5 Points
Village Plaza, when a black female
suspect approached them. The unknown
suspect lifted her shirt displaying a gun
in her waistband and demanded their
purses, according to the Jacksonville
Sheriff ’s Office. After obtaining a purse

Suspect caught on surveillance camera at CenterState Bank.

from one of the victims, the suspect fled
the scene on foot. Surveillance video
captured images of the unknown suspect.
A tip came into the Jacksonville
Sheriff ’s Office which led detectives to
suspect Shakierra Ray. On Oct. 23, the
suspect turned herself in and was booked

A close-up image reveals a better look at the
suspect that robbed the CenterState Bank.

into jail without incident. Ray confessed
to the robbery.
Anyone who has any information
in regards to the location or identity
of the unknown CenterState Bank
robbery suspect is asked to contact the
Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office at (904)

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS IN THE
STOCKTON STREET CORRIDOR!

Shakierra Ray robbed woman at gunpoint, then
turned herself in.

630-0500 or email us at JSOCrimeTips@
jaxsheriff.org. To remain anonymous and
receive a possible reward up to $3,000
contact Crime Stoppers at 1-866-845TIPS.

Blind Rabbit
crime reward
increased
On Oct. 26, a local businessman
who wishes to remain anonymous gave
$10,000 to enhance the cash reward
offered by First Coast Crime Stoppers
for the July 22 murder of Daniel Rowe
at The Blind Rabbit restaurant in
Riverside. The total amount offered
from First Coast Crime Stoppers is
now $13,000.
Anyone with information in
reference to this case, no matter how
insignificant you feel the information
might be, should call First Coast Crime
Stoppers at 1-866-845-TIPS (8477) or
visit www.fccrimestoppers.com and
click the “Give a Tip” button.

Spray
Tanning
Soon!
Now with
VersaComing
Spray Tanning!
• Physical, Aquatic & Massage Therapy
• Balance/Fall Therapy
• Sports/Athletic Injury Treatment
• Rehabilitation for Arthritis, Osteoporosis, Vertigo
and Auto Accidents.
• Focus Physical Therapy is committed to offering
the highest quality health care to all patients in a
professional and respectful, healing environment.

1.866.Sol.Tan1
Unlimited STARTING AT
Monthly $
90
Tanning
(904) 388-1300

15

New Customers • 1-866-SOLTAN1 • Riverside/Avondale

869 Stockton St., Suite 3
Jacksonville, Florida
www.focusptjax.com
Accepting all major insurance as well as self-pay clients.

Join 1, use all
8 locations!
1620 Margaret Street | Riverside
In the Publix Plaza | 904.981.5466
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Fighting illiteracy in Haiti one toilet at a time
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
It’s not unusual to see striking sculptures
or whimsical ceramic art on the lawns of
historic district homes, but toilet yard art
may cause more than one passer-by to do a
double take.
A golden toilet, a pink one or perhaps
one decorated for a Gator or Seminole
fan have graced front yards in Riverside,
Avondale and Ortega for a good cause.
The idea, named The Crappiest Fundraiser
Ever, was conceived by OpportuniTree, a
local nonprofit which fights illiteracy in
impoverished countries.
Christina Starmer, her daughter Chloé,
and friend Tory Baker, founded the
organization after Starmer went on a church
mission trip to Gonaives, Haiti, where she
learned that children cannot afford to attend
school. OpportuniTree is raising funds
for student supplies, teaching tools and
classroom supplies with these unique “lawn
bombs,” which are deposited by Starmer’s
team when they receive a request for the
practical joke.
Starmer explained they choose three
recipients for the first delivery, who in turn
chose others to receive one of seven different
painted toilets. Since that first foray, 44 yards
have been decorated and OpportuniTree has
raised $2,100 for another mission trip.
“Each toilet has a very distinct
personality with a personalized poem that

Jose Cuevas, Kaila Menard, Chloé Starmer with new
books the mission team will take to a school in
Gonaives, Haiti.

Jenny Wichmann, Chloé Starmer, Christina Starmer, Tina Finical, Jeff Starmer, Lyman Starmer, Giovanni
Johnson, Roland Cuevas

explains its purpose,” said Starmer. “For
$40 the lucky recipient can call and get
his/her toilet removed, for $50 he/she can
send their toilet to a friend and a nice tip
will guarantee it will not come back.”
All donations raised will go towards
the cost of school supplies, travel and
accommodations to get a team of 13
volunteers to Gonaives, Haiti, Dec. 12-18.
The team will purchase basic needs such as

children’s underwear, toddler shoes, socks
and toothpaste as well as paper, pencils,
rulers and markers.
“Any additional funds gathered will
assist the school with letting more children
through the gates as each child costs the
school $30 per month for salaries, food
and supplies,” said Starmer. “The goal is to
allow 100 more children the opportunity
of an education that so many of the

1938 Hamilton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32210-2046

Haitians do not have.”
While the volunteers are in Haiti, they
will also put on a three-day Camp with
a Super Inner Hero theme, giving the
children the chance to find their own
inner hero in education.
Any donations are greatly appreciated
and can be dropped off at CenterBeam
Construction, 2099 Park St., or Grace
Church of Avondale, 3519 Herschel St.

ORTEGA FOREST WATERFRONT • $998,000

FANNING ISLAND WATERFRONT • $650,000

FORT GEORGE ESTATES • $335,000

PIRATES BAY WATERFRONT • $230,000

Bring your boat and enjoy the stunning water
views! 3BR/3.5BA, 2,520SF. 2 master suites & 2
fireplaces! lISA TUCKER • 868-6056

Fabulous 5BR/3.5BA home with two story screened
living and dining porch, summer kitchen, pool, dock &
boat house! WINFIElD DUSS • 710-7948

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com
Norville Realty
is pleased to
announce
Linda Shepherd
as Sales Leader of
the Month!

Linda Shepherd
REAlTOR®
904-955-0442

Happy Thanksgiving!
“For what we have received may the Lord make us truly thankful
and ever mindful of the needs of others. Amen”

Randy &
Brenda Brown

Bart Colbert

location and convenience plus! 3BR/3BA 1,866SF
townhome with 1 BR & BA downstairs and views of
beautiful Pirates Bay! lEE NORVIllE • 707-3030

Fabulous multi-generational home! Two 1BR/1BA
guest or in-law suites plus 2BR/2BA upstairs on 1.1
acres + a pool! lEE NORVIllE • 707-3030

Winfield Duss

Dixie
Hardman

NEW lISTINg
ORTEGA BLVD OFFICE BUILDING • $200,000

Very attractive brick professional offices visible
from US17. 2 exec. & 5 small offices + large
reception area. DAVID TAYlOR • 424-3946

Cathleen
Lee

Laura
McLaughlin

Lee Norville

Toy Scott

Linda
Shepherd

TIMUQUANA MANOR • $158,000

Charming and unique home with hardwood
floors throughout. 3BR/2BA w/ large, fenced
back yard! DEBORAH TRAVIS • 463-4211

David
Taylor

Deborah
Travis

lisa Anthony
Tucker
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Forgotten treasures fund healthier lives
duPont antiques sold
for Foundation
By Vince Iampietro
Resident Community News
Who would have thought after paying
decades worth of storage fees, so many
treasures from one of Florida’s wealthiest
families would surface and eventually benefit
the foundations they created to help those
in need?
The Jacksonville-based Alfred I. duPont
Foundation had been paying storage bills for
a unit in Tallahassee, but it wasn’t until 2013
when its new president, Clay Smallwood,
and some Foundation staff decided to
find out just what was stored away. They
uncovered a treasure trove reminiscent of
King Tut’s tomb.
“I asked what we were paying for in
storage, and nobody could remember what
was in there,” Smallwood said.
On a trip to the storage facility to
investigate he discovered numerous boxes
full of items from Alfred and Jessie (Ball)
duPont’s homes at Epping Forest and at
Southwood Plantation in Tallahassee, and
from their yacht. A number of rare and
valuable items, such as fine china, art glass,
even an ivory-handled flyswatter, were
numbered among the find.
“We decided the best thing was to
monetize it (the find) to give to somebody

New York Yacht Club glassware

it would help,” said Smallwood of the
numerous high end, and now antique, items.
“We give away money; it’s what Mrs.
duPont charged us to do and it’s what we do,”
he said, adding it didn’t make sense to spend
storage fees when proceeds from these items
could help the Alfred I. duPont Foundation.
It will take five to six weeks from the
auction’s close in September for a check to
arrive at the Foundation, though a final tally
is not yet available. Money from the sale
of the items will be used to continue their
philanthropic causes.
The Foundation distributes grants to
endowed scholarships, social causes,

Old Florida Beauty
on one of Jacksonville’s
most Prestigious Streets
T

he essence of Old Florida combines with elegant interiors
on the much sought after Richmond Street, Jacksonville’s
most desirable location. Large formal rooms, designer kitchen
with Carrara marble counters, gas range, farm house sink and
designer appliances. Rear garden features a lovely brick patio,
new landscaping, new exterior lighting and garden up-lighting.
A beautiful spot for entertaining! Downstairs en suite. Two
large bedrooms upstairs, as well as bonus room, which could
also serve as a guest room. Unsurpassed walkability in this
charming neighborhood. Walk or bike to all of the wonderful
shops, restaurants and parks in the Riverside/Avondale
neighborhoods. Just minutes from the Cummer Museum of
Art and Gardens, and Downtown.

Bronwen Krause
REALTOR®

904.616.6523
bronwen.krause@gmail.com
www.bkrause.floridanetworkrealty.com

Red Cross and Salvation Army chapters,
churches in Delaware and Florida, and
several homes for disadvantaged children as
well as those with autism and special needs,
Smallwood said.
Alfred I. duPont, who first made his
fortune in the family’s gunpowder business
in New England, moved to Florida with wife,
Jessie Ball, in 1926. His desire as a Florida
resident was simple: “Through helpful
works, let us build up good in this state and
make it a better place in which to live.”
Though he nearly doubled his
wealth while living in Florida, duPont’s
viewpoint on wealth was one of
stewardship. Many stories have been
told of duPont helping those in need,
including individuals on the streets and,
during the Depression, the unemployed.
“It has been my firm conviction
throughout life that it is the duty of
everyone in the world to do what is within
his power to alleviate human suffering. It is
therefore natural that I should desire, after
having made provision for the immediate
members of my family and others whom

Melissa Keyes
904.616.6425
www.mkeyes.bhhsfnr.com

continued on page 23 >>>

904.516.5973

REALTOR®
melissa.keyes@bhhsfnr.com

I have seen fit to remember, that the
remaining portion of my estate should be
utilized for charitable need,” stated duPont’s
will after his death in 1935.
Trustees Jessie Ball duPont and her
brother, Edward Ball, established a
foundation to care for crippled children
and the elderly. Soon after, the Nemours
Foundation and Alfred I. duPont Institute,
which provide extensive children’s health
outreach programs, came into being.
Though they are separate charitable entities
from the Alfred I. duPont Foundation, each
organization carries on duPont’s mission to
provide for those in need.
Providing help to others didn’t mean selfdeprivation for the duPonts. Lavish items
from the storage facility include a handpainted, Rosenthal porcelain Chinese dancer
figurine designed by Austrian sculptor
Constantin Holzer-Defanti; an 88-piece set
of New York Yacht Club glassware featuring
22 kt gold rims with NYYC/duPont crossedflags logo, and an elegant, gold-trimmed
porcelain inkwell.

3627 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, Fl 32205
(904) 388-5005
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More
“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

100
OFF
“NEW” TERmIDoR

$

TERmITE

“NEW” ANNuAL SERVICE
(APC)

New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.

New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.

®

Elimination & Protection
100% GUARANTEED

FREE

TERmITE EVALuATIoN
& INSPECTIoN

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

For your Home & Office
New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.

FREE

LAWN SERVICE

(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

50 OFF

$

12th Service FREE
with a 1 Year Contract
New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.

Pest Elimination & Protection
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

25 OFF

$

RoDENT PRoTECTIoN
& PRoofINg

Protect your home & family
Rodents can carry over 35 diseases
New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.

50 OFF

$

BED Bug
SERVICE
Call for Details

New customers only. Must present coupon at
time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/17/15.
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Murano elephant

Several of the many items available
were realized (sold) significantly above
their high estimates, said Laura Hawkins
of Affiliated Auctions, which sold many
of the items.
A 105-piece, early 20th century set of
Hohenberg china, with gold trim and
featuring the New York Yacht Club logo,
had a high estimate of $800 but realized
a winning bid of $4,900.

Also purchased for $4,500, well above
its estimated value of $200, was a Murano
blown glass elephant from the estate of
Edward Ball, brother-in-law of duPont.
Beating its high estimate of $500 was
an Alfred I. du Pont monogrammed
sterling silver set, which sold for $1,050.
In addition to these items, a number
of family photographs were among
the duPonts’ belongings. These will

be given to the Alfred I. duPont
Testamentary Trust for safe keeping and
possible display at some future date,
Smallwood said.
“It’s incredible the legacy he and his
wife left is still ongoing and touches
people,” he said, adding that because of
the duPonts’ philanthropic foresight the
legacy will touch lives in perpetuity.

Rosenthal Chinese dancer
Photos used with permission from Affiliated Auction.

Layaway

Nfor the
W

Holidays!
www.thesafedepot.com

Family Owned and Operated for over 35 Years!
Over 50 Liberty Gun safes in stock

904.387.0042 • 2144 Blanding Blvd. • Jacksonville, FL 32210

Growing to Better
Serve YOU.

St. Vincent’s HospitalRiverside

Clay Eye Physicians & Surgeons recently welcomed a

2023 Professional Center Dr.
Orange Park, FL 32073

tenth physician to their practice. David Hayes. D.O., a fellowship
trained glaucoma surgeon, joins Clay Eye after finishing his
fellowship training at West Virginia University. Dr. Hayes was a
Lieutenant Commander in the Navy, and recently relocated to
Jacksonville to begin his tenure with Clay Eye.

David Hayes, D.O.
Glaucoma Surgeon
Laser Cataract Surgeon

“I wanted to join a group of phyisicans
who had high ethical standards, a strong
community reputation and tremendous
dedication to their patients.”
Dr. Hayes is now accepting new patients.

DePaul Building
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Orange Park

Fleming Island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140
Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.272.2020
ClayEye.com

Proudly serving the North Florida
community for over 35 years.

LASER CATARACT SURGERY • LASIK SURGERY • GLAUCOMA SURGERY • MACULAR DEGENERATION • DIABETIC EYE DISEASE • CORNEA SURGERY • COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY • PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY • FAMILY EYE CARE • CONTACT LENSES
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New community
center opens in Ortega
“Dear friend, I pray
that you may enjoy
good health and that

Five doctors visited 11 third grade students at West Riverside Elementary School.

all may go well with

Medical residents promote healthy
living to elementary students

you, even as your soul
is getting
along well.”

What began as a “kitchen table conversation” in the Solano household was quickly
embraced by medical residents in the St. Vincent Family Medicine program.
“Promoting Science” is a community outreach program to students at West
Riverside Elementary School, organized by residents Dr. Sally Tran and Dr. Meredith
Riddle, who were joined by 10 other residents.
On Oct. 22, students in Gabriela Solano’s third grade class were presented with
lab coats with their names embroidered on them and protective goggles and five
residents answered questions.
“The goal of this project is to use the initial visit as a bridge to continue periodical
talks with school children on eating habits, the importance of physical activity, and
hopefully serve as role models for the children,” said Dr. Max Solano, Gabriela’s father,
and a faculty member of the residency program, which endorses community outreach
programs as exemplified by ongoing home visits, and helping with the mobile unit. “We
hope to plant the seed of health with this program.”
The initial activity is expected to be followed by periodic visits by the residents
regarding preventive issues related to healthy eating and physical activity.

3 John 1:2
Mark O’Steen, Patrick Sawyer, John Runion, Mark Brunell and Pastor
Dan Cassellberry cut the ribbon for the opening of the new Ortega
Life Center at Ortega United Methodist Church as Senior Pastor
Vance Rains calls the countdown.

By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News
When the Ortega Life Center opened Oct.
1, it fulfilled the congregation’s dreams and
hopes that Ortega United Methodist Church
will become both the center of family
activities within its membership as well as
the greater community by connecting faith
and recreation for people of all ages.
Groundbreaking occurred 10 months ago
for the new facility located on the corner of
Iroquois Avenue and Longfellow Street.
Wearing T-shirts which said, “Build and
they will come,” Ortega UMC members
hosted a free barbeque dinner for 200 people
after the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Guest
speaker Mark Brunell, former quarterback
for the Jacksonville Jaguars, gave a message
about football, faith and friendship.

Front Elevation Facing St. John’s River
FRONT ELEVATION FACING ST. JOHN'S RIVER

FALL IN LOVE WITH RETIREMENT!

Basketball, pickle ball, classes in Tai Chi,
yoga and fitness are now open to the public
with additional classes and activities being
added throughout the year. For just $25 a
month members have unlimited access to
instructor-led classes and fitness classes;
basketball and pickle ball are free.
“We look forward to making a positive
impression on the people we reach and
potentially impact through our activities
and classes,” said Ginny Ray Steedley,
director of Recreation and Faith Ministries.
“The sky is the limit as we go forward.”
Steedley can be reached at (904) 3895556 ext. 121. Visit Ortegaumc.org for
schedules and information or drop by
during business hours at 4807 Roosevelt
Blvd. to sign up.

TYPICAL FRONT ELEVATION

Holiday Fashion Show
Sunday, November 22nd at 2pm
Models may register now thru November 19th

MOOSEHAVEN
CITY offers
OF CONTENTMENT:
BRANDON
Brandon Place
at Moosehaven
our newest addition
to PLACE
retirement living,
the St. Johns Apartments. Residents enjoy beautifully designed one and twobedroom apartments which feature: fully equipped kitchens, washer/dryer stack
units, tiled showers, patios or balconies, over 50 channels of cable TV and an
indoor mail facility.
BHIDE & HALL ARCHITECTS, P.A.
ORANGE PARK, FL
AAC. 000569

Receive 10%off Purchase for modeling

Shoppes of Avondale • 384-3664 • Visit our Facebook: williesforkids

Residents living in the St. Johns Apartments at Brandon Place enjoy all the
services and amenities offered at Moosehaven for an independent, active
lifestyle. Residents have access to our full service clinic, scheduled transportation,
physical and educational activities, arts and crafts, fishing, swimming, bowling,
golfing, woodworking, 24/7 campus security and much more!
Make plans to visit Brandon Place at Moosehaven to tour our beautiful campus
and see why every day is Another Day in Paradise.

1701 Park Avenue • Orange Park, FL 32073
FRONT ELEVATION FACING ST. JOHN'S RIVER

(904) 278-1281 • www.brandonplace.org
The St. Johns

AAC 000569

FLOOR PLANS

1/8" = 1'-0"

ONE BED APARTMENT

TWO BED APARTMENT

668 Sq. Ft.

BHIDE & HALL ARCHITECTS, P.A.

AAC 000569

1/8" = 1'-0"

ONE BED APARTMENT

TWO BED APARTMENT

BHIDE & HALL ARCHITECTS, P.A.

FLOOR PLANS

A Two Story Apartment Building

927 Sq. Ft.

ORANGE PARK, FL
AAC. 000569
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BHIDE & HALL ARCHITECTS, P.A.
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Resident donates watercolor collection to Cummer
Weary of worrying about his collection of more
than 30 original 19th century British watercolors,
Terrell Bebout, a Lakeside resident and managing
director of investments for Wells Fargo Advisors,
decided to donate it to The Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens.
His obsession with British art began with a 1981
trip to Great Britain, where he toured the Royal
Maritime Museum. Bebout’s first purchase, at age
34, was in 1985, a watercolor by John Absolon
titled The Post Boy. He collected works for 23
years and his oldest painting is Portrait of a Young
Child by Nicholas Pocock, who was actually a ship
captain. Pocock lived from 1740 to 1821, so the
painting is of the early 19th century.
When asked why he had decided to gift the
entire collection, Bebout said that he didn’t want
it sold piecemeal but wanted it to stay together.
“It flows,” he said, “even though there are different
artists, different subjects and different years.”
He was also tired of worrying about insurance

and the safety of the collection. The subjects include
maritime, landscapes, architecture and caricatures.
Many of the pieces have been displayed prior in
well-known museums. Part of the collection is
currently on display at the Mayo Clinic Gallery.
“We are very grateful that the Bebouts selected
the Cummer Museum as the “home” for their
collection of British watercolors. I remember
meeting them for the first time at their home in
Tallahassee. We spent the afternoon talking about
the collection and their love of the museum,” said
Holly Keris, the museum’s chief curator. “This
incredible gift speaks to their generosity and
their commitment to their new “hometown” of
Jacksonville. We couldn’t be more delighted.”
During a recent lecture at the Cummer about
his collection, Bebout shared that years ago he
had it professionally photographed for insurance.
He later discovered that one of the photos had
been sold for prints as posters. “I was not a happy
camper,” he said.

Mary and Terry Bebout at the Cummer Museum

Shopping for a cause or two
The Junior League of Jacksonville’s Holiday Market
fundraising event was rebranded this year as Unique
Boutique: A shop-for-a-cause celebration.
The three-day event held Oct. 23-25 at River House,
the League’s headquarters on Park Street, was kicked
off with a Posh Preview of more than 30 vendors for
members, followed by a Ladies, Legacy & Lunch with
guest speakers District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer;
Pamela Y. Paul, co-creator of the Jacksonville Children’s

Commission and co-founder of New Town Success
Zone, and Ju’Coby Pittman, president/CEO for Clara
White Mission.
In the evening on Oct. 23, a Cocktails & Couture:
Girls Night Out was held. Unique Boutique was open to
the public on Oct. 24-25. All proceeds from the events
will support the many causes that Junior League helps
fund, including the Clara White Mission and Sanctuary
on 8th Street.

Elizabeth Korondy, Junior League President April Patterson, Maranda Brown

Unique Boutique committee members Latasha Brown, BJ Buffington,
Patty Heard

Jacksonville Moms Blog contributors Erin Warren and Mac, 16
months, and Jennifer Beamer with son William, 2

Beautiful
Ortega Bay
Condo
4300 Lakeside Drive #5
3B/2B/1940 sq.ft.

$359,000
3627 St. Johns Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
office 904.388.5005
cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com
NeighborhoodsofJax.com

2014 Top Producer in the Avondale Office
Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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What are you
grateful for this

Thanksgiving
that you
normally take
for granted?

Jamee Yocum
Riverside

Amira Spann
Springfield

Eden Stone
Riverside

My family. Being close to my sister
and her kids who just moved up
here from South Florida.

Food. Right now I live in a dorm
and we have no food, but when I
come home there is food.

We’re new to Riverside, and I would
say moving to such a nice area that
has so many nice things to offer.

Elizabeth Henrichsen
Ortega

Marie Bailey
Ortega

Dori Thomsen
Avondale

I’m grateful for each breath I take.
We just take breathing for granted
and if we didn’t breathe we’d be in
trouble. Being aware of my breath
and being grateful. As a yoga
teacher it’s on my mind a lot. I see
when my students once focus on
their breath they can relax.

A deeper connection with life,
with my friends and with this city.
Living in a place like this, we take
for granted where we live but more
and more it’s being revealed to
me why I love this city. I love the
consciousness movement and I
love the beauty of it.

Having free time and time to
breathe. We opened our yoga
studio this year and since then
we hit the ground running.
Thanksgiving gives me a chance
to step back, breathe and be with
family because I don’t have enough
time to do that anymore.

Gratitude takes us outside of ourselves. It helps
us acknowledge the sources of goodness in our
lives and often encourages us to pay that goodness
forward. November is the month when we
traditionally pause our busy lives to give thanks to
people or things for whom we are grateful or the
circumstances that prompt us to appreciate them.
The Resident reached out to ask residents to share
with us what they gratefully take for granted.
Compiled by Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News
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Final Opportunity to Own
a Piece of Jacksonville History
• Prices begin in the high-$100,000s
• A total of 68 residences including studios,
one-bedroom and two-bedroom
condominiums and two-story townhomes
up to 1,800 square feet in size
• Floor plans feature distinctive layouts
based on the former school’s classrooms
and include modern luxuries

• Private gated parking
• Custom designed fitness center
• Walking distance to local shops
and restaurants in historic
Riverside Avondale
• Ad valorem tax abatement toward each
homeowner’s tax bill through 2021
• FHA and FNMA Financing Available

www.TheJohnGorrie.com

(904) 383-3688
2525 College Street

An Independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Jade Goldsmith
Ortega

Arianna Constantino
Avondale

Laurie Thakkar
Avondale

Doug Keeling
Ortega

Kasey Metzler
Avondale

I am thankful this year that I have a
job where I can work with dogs and
people that I love, which continues
to make me happy everyday.

Long-distance friendships. Even
though my friends are far away,
it’s amazing how much support
they give me.

I’m thankful for my health. Some
people who are close to me have
gotten sick and it makes me
appreciate my own health and also
the health of my loved ones.

This year because I am able to spend
every day with dogs and they have
taught me how to be a better person
and to love unconditionally and I
am forever grateful for that lesson.

Time off work to spend time with
my family. My family lives in
Gainesville. It’s been a busy couple
of months so it will be nice to rest
and enjoy their company.

James Rosenberg
Riverside

Linda Hunter
Venetia

Phillip Heilman
Riverside

Greta Hynes
Avondale

John Usry
Murray Hill

Public education. I’m grateful for
education and public libraries.
Without the community providing
us with public education and
public libraries I would not be
where I am today.

My church – Westside Chapel –
my family and good health. I have
four wonderful granddaughters,
a wonderful church family. I’m in
great health and I can exercise.

Moving to Riverside is the first
time I have lived on my own. I’m
grateful for friends who have eased
the adjustment process. I don’t
have a washer and dryer and they
have stepped up for me.

My happiness. Day-to-day you
overlook the little things that bring
you joy. If you take the time to slow
down and smell the roses you find
that happiness exists wherever you
want it to be. You just have to be
open to it.

My family, especially my wife,
Carmen. My family has always
been there for me, but in January I
was diagnosed with a brain tumor.
It wasn’t easy having me recover,
especially the first few days. They
stuck with me through it all.

OKAY,
NOW WHAT?

Have recent market events left
you uncertain about your financial
future? Investing shouldn’t be
fraught with confusion; I can help
clear things up. I will address your
short- and long-term strategies,
help you select the best investment
vehicles for your needs and help
guide you toward financial well-being.
Call today for more information or
to schedule a consultation.

Jax Federal Investment Services
Located at Jax Federal Credit Union
T. Vance Walker Walker, AWMA®
Managing Director
Financial Advisor, LPL Financial
562 Park St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904.475.8261
vance.walker@lpl.com
www.tvancewalker.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered
through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. Jax Federal Credit Union and Jax Federal
Investment Services are not registered brokers/dealers nor affiliate of LPL Financial.
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Florida Yacht Club staff, board members and croquet committee members pose before rain drives them indoors for the ribbon-cutting to commemorate the new croquet lawn.

Yacht Club adds new sport to activity roster
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
With the Sept. 18 ribbon-cutting to
commemorate its new croquet lawn, the
Florida Yacht Club now adds the genteel
sport of croquet to its roster of activities.
Where formerly tennis players played
along the waterfront, now a carefully
maintained and manicured ground
invites croquet pros and learners to grab
mallets and navigate the course.
Players are required to wear white
and, of course, learn the lingo. Terms
like death roll (a shot that results in an
early end to one’s turn), dolly rush (an

easy move) and rover (the 12th and last
hoop), may seem like a foreign language
and, indeed, many of the phrases do
come from other countries.
Lessons in jumping, pulling, peeling
and pegging, among other types of
plays, are given by Ponte Vedra Beach
resident John Curington, a member of
the United States Croquet Association
Hall of Fame, and president of Croquet
Enterprises, which oversees operations
of the National Croquet Center in West
Palm Beach. Curington, who developed
and once owned the Buddha Bar in San
Marco and helped restore the San Marco

Christmas came early!
Early bird savings on Christmas
ornaments and decor.

20% off COUPON
on all Christmas ornaments and decor,
now until November 15th!

Exclusive to Resident readers only!
Must present coupon for discount.
Exclusions apply. See store for details.

3563 St. Johns Ave.

In the Shoppes of Avondale

904.387.4557

Find us on Facebook!
Mon–Sat 10–6 • Sun 11–5

Lynn Ellis, right, holds the ribbon taut for scissors-wielding Tom Bryan and Bob Steeg, as Russell Grooms,
Matthew Tuohy, Liza Barnett and others look on during the indoor ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new
croquet lawn at the Florida Yacht Club.

Theatre, had a big hand in designing and
grooming the new lawn, according to
Jerry Jasmin, the club’s member relations
director.
Yacht Club members have daily

opportunities to play, and participate
in competitions, including the member
tournament which was held Oct. 10.
Kevin Greene was champion; Bert
Ralston, runner-up.
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Changing face of ‘homelessness’ addressed with new campus

Rendering of proposed new center (Courtesy of The Stellar Group)

By Vince Iampietro
Resident Community News
The I.M. Sulzbacher Center vision of
“ending homelessness one person at a
time” just got closer to fulfillment.
At Transformations, the Center’s annual
fundraiser, guests were delighted to hear
great news: Sulzbacher Center is planning
to build a new campus for women,
children, and families, aptly named
Sulzbacher Village.
After 20 years of offering comprehensive
services to Jacksonville’s homeless
men, women, and children at locations
downtown and at Jacksonville Beach, the
new campus will reach more homeless
to provide food, shelter, comprehensive
health care, and life-skills training.
Sulzbacher President and CEO, Cindy

Funkhouser, said in a press release that
“Sulzbacher Village will build its new
campus outside of the downtown core,
where our homeless women and families can
live safely and continue to access the services
they need to put their lives back together.”
The facility will include studio, one, and two-bedroom units to house
single women, female veterans, and two
parent families, with a total of 70 units
accommodating up to 310 people, while 30
more units will house women and families
in need of short-term emergency housing
and medical respite care.

Land gift moves project one
step closer
“Women and children are the largest
segment of homeless today. There are 200

Giving for Sulzbacher Village
The Lead Gift for the project came from the Lucy
B. Gooding Charitable Foundation Trust, while naming
opportunities came from a variety of trusts, funds,
corporations and individuals.
Florida Blue will name the pediatric clinic, along with
Baptist Health/Wolfson Children’s Hospital, which will
provide operational support and funding.
The entire female veterans’ wing and its rooms have
been named by the Delores Barr Weaver Fund at The
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida.
The central courtyard and gardens will be named for
the Bryan Family Trustees of The Henry and Lucy Gooding
Endowment.
The daycare center playground has been named by the
DuBow Family Foundation.

The children’s program playground will be named for
Stellar.
The children’s computer lab will be named for Drs. Julie
and Duncan Baker.
The main lobby will be named for Ginny Myrick.
The waiting room of the clinic will be named for Hugh
Greene.
The single women’s wing will be named for Julia Taylor.
The resident resource center will be named for Dan
Murphy.
The family wing will be named for Susan and W.C. Gentry.
The children’s program basketball court will be named
for Patrick Geraghty.
The courtyard playground will be named for
McGuireWoods.

at Sulzbacher Center, with a waiting list,”
said W.C. Gentry, who not only chairs the
“Opening Doors” fundraising campaign, but
who was instrumental in helping the Center
obtain land needed for the new Village.
In 2012 when his father died at age
94, Gentry sought to honor his dad and
talked with the minister about using 4.5
acres of church land for a playground in
his father’s name.
However, Gentry said he knew of the
Sulzbacher Center’s long-time dream of the
building project. He said he put two and
two together and spoke with people at the
Center about the church’s available acreage.
“The church embraced the idea
of using the land for the Sulzbacher
Center’s project,” said Gentry. The United
Methodist Church agreed to a long-term
lease for $1 per year, he said, adding that
the plan fits with the Methodist Church
Conference’s commitment to do local
missionary work for communities in need.
Fostering forward momentum for
the project was Dan Murphy, Senior
Vice President and Treasurer of Fidelity
National Financial, Inc. in Jacksonville.
“We made the decision to go forward
with Sulzbacher Village for women,
children, and families,” explained Murphy
of his time as Sulzbacher Center Board
Chair during 2014-15 fiscal year. “This
has been kind of a dream around the
organization for a long time.” In addition
to serving on Sulzbacher’s board, on the
first Wednesday of every month, a group
of Fidelity National employees prepare
meals from scratch, while another group

serves the meals for up to 500 people at
the Center.
“We’ve been doing that for five years
now, and it’s very popular among Fidelity
employees – they can’t hit the respond
button fast enough [when the email
request for volunteers goes out every
month],” Murphy said.
The Opening Doors fundraising
campaign has so far raised $16 million,
with about $11 million awarded in the
form of low-income tax credits from the
State of Florida (Florida Housing Finance
Corporation) along with other programs,
while almost $5 million more was raised
from individual and foundation donations.
The initial seed money was provided
by Gentry, who expects the balance of
$2.5 million to be raised by the public
campaign by the end of 2015.
Women, children, and families at
Sulzbacher Village will have access to case
management, job training, life-skills training,
special programs for female veterans, and an
8,000-square-foot health center with a focus
on pediatric medical, dental, vision, and
behavioral health services. In addition, those
health services will be available to children in
the surrounding neighborhood.
Not only will the project provide more
housing for women and children as well
as men with children, it will free up space
to expand Sulzbacher’s downtown services
for childless men in need. “City officials are
excited; this is going to be a great thing and
will open more space for homeless men,”
Gentry said, adding “Cindy has done an
incredible job running the Center.”

WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT!
Training programs that will boost your confidence!
ALL CLASSES INCLUDE EVERY LEVEL OF FITNESS
• Small group training - As low as $9.00 per hour sessions
• Team and Group Training - As low as $1.00 per hour sessions
• Morning and evening time slots available

Group training not your thing?

Not interested in training?

We have one on one sessions available
with some of the best trainers in Jax!

We have a Full Gym that is available
24/7, 365 days a year!

FREE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
FITNESS
ASSESSMENT or log on to http://buff.ly/1Rar1tT to

2216 Oak Street • (904) 738-8325

get full details of class schedules and descriptions.

*Joining fee applies
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Déjà vu fashion show raises money to combat domestic violence

Sayra Sievert, vice president of Hope for a
Better Life, with her daughter Mallorie

Kim Pomar, Robin Albaneze, Elizabeth Augustus

Some of the male models donned skirts
and all the men on the runway sported
fancy heels in an effort to “walk a mile
in a woman’s shoes,” during Hope for a
Better Life’s “Purses and Pumps with a
Purpose” party Oct. 2 at the University of
North Florida University Center.
Nearly 300 enjoyed the Déjà Vu
Fashion Show, which was hosted by
Jennifer Candelino in an effort to raise
money for Hubbard House. Included in
the event were a silent auction, dinner
and fashion show, which included the
special “men walking in our shoes”
event, featuring local celebrities. The
purpose behind the fun was to help raise
awareness about domestic violence.
Donations from the community of
women’s clothing, shoes and accessories,

were used in the fashion show and
eventually donated to Hubbard House, along
with hundreds of other donated items.
Among the judges of the fashion show
were Kristi Brandon, Hubbard House
chief development officer; Dr. Kathy Bing,
North Florida OB GYN of Jacksonville
Beach; Dean Peggy Hinchey, president
and CEO of Communications Center;
Alexandria Pentel, developer of the blog
“Prep of the South;” and Joanne Long, a
buyer and manager of Carla’s Shoes in
Ponte Vedra. The women judged each
model’s outfit on creativity and style.
Chairing the event were Dr. Mary
Pentel and Dr. Sayra Sievert. Pentel is
president of Hope For A Better Life, Inc.,
while Sievert serves as the organization’s
vice president.

Shirley Adonis, Bryanna Roman, Meghan Kopitke

Bonnie McCormick, Melissa Wilkins, Mequel Connolly

Little. Black. Dress.
Want to look your very
best this holiday season?
We can help!
Coastal Cosmetic Center is a
comprehensive plastic surgery
practice offering face, breast,

Laine Reinecke-Clayton, Hubbard House community education manager, Kristi Brandon, Hubbard House
chief development officer, Jennifer Burnett, board member, and Barbie Velazquez hold up their purple
painted ring fingers, signifying their stance against domestic violence.

LUNCH. DINNER. CATERING!

body and skin procedures.

Give us a call today and take
advantage of our Holiday Specials:

OUR

team

(904) 332-6774
OF BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEONS:

Timothy Fee, MD

Patrick L. Basile, MD

4147 Southpoint Drive East | Jacksonville, FL 32216 | (904) 332-6774
1679 Eagle Harbor Parkway, Ste. C | Fleming Island, FL 32003 | (904) 375-0163

www.coastalcosmetic.com

904-387-0007 • 4261 Roosevelt Blvd. • For locations visit jerseymikes.com
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Magical night of masquerade
for St. Vincent’s

Blair Stark, Marie Sullivan and Annie Sullivan

Carla Venegas, Sabrina McCoskey and Lori Davis

Social R

The Club Continental on the St. Johns River
played host to an evening of masks, glitz and
glamour at the First Annual Corks & Forks
benefit gala. Proceeds from the inaugural
masquerade ball will be used to benefit the
community through expansion of St. Vincent’s
Medical Center Clay County and community
outreach programs for residents in Clay County
who are struggling.
Programs that will benefit include the Mobile
Health Outreach Ministry and Momentum.
Areas of the hospital that will benefit from
these funds include emergency services and
comprehensive care for women and infants at
the J. Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Women
and Infants Pavilion. The event was co-chaired
by Senator and Mrs. Robert Bradley and Drs.
Omar and Lorraine Dajani.
Chefs supporting this year’s event were Scotty
Schwartz of 29 South, Wesley Nogueira of bb’s,
Pastry Chef Mallorie Finnell of Biscottis, Waylon
Rivers of Black Sheep, Sheldon Harris of The Club
Continental, Silvia Pulido of Havana Jax Café,
Matthew Medure of Matthew’s and Restaurant
Medure, Tom Grey of Moxie Kitchen and
Cocktails, Ian Lynch of Bistro Aix and Ovinte.

Bradley Bodiford and Katherine Willard
with Debbie and Scott Cairns

Dr. Kenneth Ngo, Debbie Schallock, Marion Anderson, Pat Siebold,
Karen Gallagher and James London

Jenn Johns and Kay Nichols

Tori and Jon Kaplan with Marie and Joel Pangborn
and Michelle Mullen

Jennifer Norton and
Brian Cooksey

Miracles celebrated in style for JDRF

Dr. Richard and
Jean Grimsley

Ty King, Ellie Simmons, Lemise Dajani, Sidney Simmons and Brittany Ferguson

The 15th Annual Miracles Gala, a formal evening
coined “One Night” drew a crowd from across
the region of Northeast Florida. Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation is the world’s leading nonprofit,
nongovernmental funder of diabetes research.
The mission resonates with donors, as leadership
guarantees the resources are spent most effectively to

accelerate progress toward finding a cure.
Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception, seated dinner,
silent and live auctions, a special Fund A Cure
segment, inspirational program and outstanding
entertainment. This year’s gala was held at the
Sawgrass Marriott on Oct. 10.

Trust the NAME that’s been w
4031 Timuquana Rd.

$1,795,000
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NEW LISTING
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$399,900

$269,900

4842 River Basin Dr. N.
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3928 McGirts Blvd.
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Gathering great for
support of Red Shield

Register

Winship Dowell, Helen Skinner, Richard Skinner, Marlena Nigro,
Ralph and Caitlin Taylor

JoAnn Lampe, Cathy McQuade
and Carol Chaffin

Baker and
Elizabeth Berg

Laura Magevney, with presenting speaker
Lisa Rogers and Caroline Busker

The second annual Red Shield Ball
celebrates the Red Shield Lodge, a place
of refuge for families undergoing tough
circumstances. Through the support
of generous donors and businesses, the
Salvation Army in Northeast Florida
was able to shelter 407 children in 2014
and, on average, 147 families per year.
While under the care and auspices of
the Lodge, families receive intensive
case management services from crisis
intervention to parenting skills, personal
finance, stress management, health and
wellness advice and much more.
This year’s Honorary Chairs were
Pete and Marilyn Carpenter and the
Committee Chairs were Robert and Susie
O’Quinn. A special remembrance was also
paid to Charlie Towers, a man rich in his
dedication to neighbors in need. Charlie
was tireless in his pursuit to better the
condition of others through his passionate
support of the Salvation Army’s mission
to meet human need in the name of Jesus
Christ without discrimination.
The goal this year was to raise
$130,000, said Kelly Belich, an organizer
of the event. “Last year the ball grossed
$95,000,” she said.

Honorary Chairs Pete and Marilyn Carpenter
with Vivian and Milton Searcy

Christi O’Quinn and Robert
O’Quinn

Joe and Marilyn Pirozzi

Co-Chair Will Courtney, Betsy Lovett and Co-Chair
Heather Lane Courtney

Striking Gold at Ole’ Cowford
Patrons packed the Jacksonville Fairgrounds to pay their
respects to the mission of the American Cancer Society’s
local North Florida Chapter. After all, most families have
been touched by cancer and the importance of supporting
the local campaign is just the start. As the largest fundraiser
of its kind in Jacksonville for ACS, the goal remained clear
– to help build a healthier tomorrow by ending cancer.

Working together, a high bar was set at $500,000 for this
year’s event, presented by the Ring Power Corporation.
Event goers helped to ‘pan out’ their reserves and stake a
claim for local initiatives. The funds raised will help deliver
community-based patient services, cancer education and
assist in supporting cutting-edge cancer research. The event
took place Oct. 3.

Kathy and N.H. Tucker, Carol and Tommy Platt, and Cecelia Lipsky

with you for 50 years!
NEW LISTING

4401 Ortega Farms Cir.

$650,000

NEW LISTING

1749 Canterbury St.

$335,000

4426 Pirates Cove Rd.

$649,000

NEW LISTING

4524 Country Club Rd.

$309,000

Lorri M. Reynolds

Managing Broker/Vice President
Watson Avondale/Ortega Office
904-387-3555
LMReynolds@WatsonRealtyCorp.com
4194 San Juan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32210

NEW LISTING

4197 Roma Blvd.

$599,900

NEW LISTING

SOLD

4537 Ortega Farms Cir.

$499,000

2368 Riverside Ave.

$475,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

3894 St Johns Ave.

4401 Lakeside Dr. 103

0000 Riverside Ave.

2865 Forbes St.

4221 Appleton Ave.

2630 Algonquin Ave.

$294,900

$285,000

$279,900

SOLD

5492 Mariners Cove Dr.

$244,900

?

4115 Lakeside Dr.

$234,000

$224,900

$222,500

$215,000

Our office training room is available at no charge for your HOA’s,
Non-Profits, Charities, or Board meetings up to 40 people.
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HEROS
Heroes are found in some of the unlikeliest places in our
community. Unsung, these men, women and children don’t
consider themselves heroes, but in the eyes of those who
require a helping hand, a shoulder to cry on or an ear to
listen, they are champions, indeed, for those in need.
By Kate A. Hallock, Peggy Harrell Jennings, Susan Brandenburg
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Trash lady collects for
good cause
Judy Jones Davis’ yard raises more
than a few eyebrows. People have
stopped at her house to ask about the
yard sale or to inquire if she is getting
evicted, and police officers have checked
to see if the house was being robbed.
“I’m the ‘trash lady’ around here;
everybody just drops stuff off,” said
Davis. “Sometimes it’s stacked on the
porch and all down the walkway.”
That “trash” becomes someone else’s
treasure at Downtown Ecumenical
Services Council (DESC) after Davis
takes her packed-to-the-roof Suburban
to the distribution site at First
Presbyterian Church downtown.
Davis first became involved by
volunteering at Sulzbacher Center
and now spreads her helping hands to
Neighbor to Family, an organization
dedicated to keeping foster siblings
together, St. Peter’s Outreach, Dignity
U Wear and The Medical Home for
Homeless Children.
Growing up in Avondale, Davis said
that dinner table conversations with her
physician father were influential in her
desire to give back.
“I probably learned all this from
him. There are so many people who
are unaware of poverty and need,” she
said. “My dad stressed that you should
never take away someone’s dignity –

Judy Jones Davis

don’t make people feel bad about their
situations.”
A real estate agent, Davis said she is
having the time of her life volunteering.
“It’s so much fun. The most rewarding
part is meeting people in need, hearing
their stories and helping them.”
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‘Giving back’ was
missing piece
Like many of us, Corinne Grant took
the long way to do what she loves best.
After nearly 20 years in a variety of jobs,
including education, event planning,
health care and retail management, Grant
found a career that nourishes her heart.
“You could say I finally figured out
what I want to be when I grow up,” said
Grant, who recently celebrated two years
as a realtor with Watson Realty Corp. in
Ortega.
“Loving what you do is what makes you
the best at your job,” she said. “But as the
second year rolled around there was still a
little piece of the puzzle missing.”
The puzzle piece that was lacking
had the words “give back” written all
over it, but Grant wasn’t sure what to
do. “Time and time again I asked for
guidance or some kind of sign or idea.
After researching ideas online it came
to me – I would donate 10 percent of
my commission to a nonprofit of my
customers’ choice,” said Grant, a Fishweir
neighborhood resident.
Since then Grant has made donations
in her clients’ names to Cat Angels Inc.
(Fernandina), The Southern Genealogists
Exchange Society, Community Hospice
Foundation (twice), Friends of Jacksonville
Animals, Jacksonville Humane Society,

Kai, Lianes, Cathy Lyn Harrison, Michelle, Kimberlynn

Local artist works on
special project at PACE

Corinne Grant (right) with Rona Slaughter, who chose
Animal Care & Protective Services for her donation.

Florida Association of Police Athletic
Leagues, and Children’s Home Society of
Florida.
“As long as I’m a Realtor the giving will
continue,” she said. “I call it ‘Tapping into
your inner angel.’ Everyone has an angel
within themselves regardless who they
are. Some may have to dig deeper to get
there, but once you do it’s a wonderful
feeling. This is my way of giving back and
nourishing my heart.”

A relative newcomer to Jacksonville,
artist Cathy Lyn Harrison pondered
what she could do to give back to the
community that had been so welcoming.
A friend suggested she consider working
with Jacksonville’s PACE (Practical,
Academic, Cultural, Education) Center
for Girls. Harrison, a Riverside resident,
toured the center and met several of the
girls she will work with in November on
a special holiday project.
Harrison donated the materials for
mini-books that can be embellished with
colorful cut-outs, buttons, stickers and
other decorations to serve as diaries,
personal journals or holiday gifts, and
will conduct a creative workshop at
PACE early this month.
PACE Center for Girls, Jacksonville
is one of 19 in Florida that serves
“at-promise” girls ages 12 to 17.
PACE’s effectiveness stems from its
holistic approach, including a focus on
improving academics, life-management
skills, self-esteem building, and
counseling in order to break the cycle of
delinquency, domestic violence, poverty,
teen pregnancy, substance abuse or
physical and sexual abuse.

“Two of our nine values and guiding
Principles are ‘Create Partnerships’ and
‘Invest in the Future.’ We teach our girls
the concept of these two values, not only
with our words and actions but with
the actions of our volunteers,” said Dr.
Renee McQueen, executive director.
“Volunteers like Cathy Lyn give their
time, talent, and treasure to help PACE
accomplish our mission to provide girls
with better opportunities.”
Fifteen-year-old Jahnae, a current
PACE Student Ambassador, shared
her story as she conducted Harrison
and about 10 other guests through the
center. Before being accepted at PACE,
Jahnae had spent some time in juvenile
detention; now she has goals to become
a pediatric nurse. She told Harrison, “I’m
proud of myself that I made it through
some very tough times.”
On learning of Harrison’s upcoming
project, PACE Teacher Atiya Goodin was
excited. “We rely on good volunteers and
I believe this project will be a therapeutic
and enjoyable experience,” she said. “We
hope Ms. Harrison will work with both
middle and high school girls on other art
projects in the future.”
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South Africa’s poor draws
local photographer to help

Officer Mike Duckworth, Officer Pat Meyers, Clay Meux, Richard Abboud, John Howard, Tom Purdie,
Ed Lewis, George Trotter; seated Jeanette Ray, Edgar Sweat, Gunnar Miller; missing: Eddie Farrah

Taking care of
Riverside’s “mayor”
Affectionately known by regulars at
Richard’s Sandwich Shoppe as the “Mayor of
Riverside,” Edgar Sweat, 93, struggled to live
independently. He had floppy soles on his
shoes, often causing him to fall, and had little
or no day-to-day assistance.
“Everyone around here knows Edgar; he
is a fixture in the area. We’ve been here since
1980 and he’s been coming in for breakfast
and lunch for years,” said Richard Abboud,
owner of the Riverside restaurant.
Abboud and a group of regular lunchtime
customers decided to “adopt” Sweat to help
him live on his own. “Someone had to step up,”
said Eddie Farrah. “So we look out for him.”
Compassionate men and women such as
Abboud, Farrah, Sandy Murphy, Jeanette Ray,
Clay Meux, John Howard, Tom Purdie, Ed
Lewis, George Trotter, and Gunnar Miller,
with the help of Jacksonville Police Officers
Mike Duckworth and Pat Meyers, make sure
Sweat can maintain his independence at a
nearby apartment complex.
“We take care of people, especially
Edgar,” Abboud said. “All of these folks
and others have a part in helping. It’s a
neighborhood deal!”
Murphy, who lives in the same apartment

complex as Edgar, is the eyes and ears and
she gets him dinner every Saturday evening,
Abboud said.
Ray, who has worked at Richard’s for 34
years, washes Sweat’s clothes and cleans his
apartment. “It makes me feel good, and I get
a lot of joy from it,” Ray said. “I enjoy sitting
and talking to him.”
Abboud said the group is like a
family. “Tom Purdy and Ed Lewis were
instrumental in getting Edgar a TV set and
cable; Dr. George Trotter got him a walker
and helps with medical care; John Howard
and I have power of attorney so we can pay
his bills and look after him so no one can
take advantage of him,” he said. “There are a
lot of us – I’m afraid I’ll leave someone out.”
Sweat is often found behind the counter at
Richard’s, making himself at home, teasing
and bossing everyone around at what he calls
the “ Number One Kitchen.” With a chuckle
and a twinkle in his blue eyes, Sweat said, “I
have to pinch them if they aren’t working.”
Ray said they will have a cake for his
birthday in November and sing to him.
Not a big deal. Not a lot of brouhaha. Just
Sweat’s “family” stepping up to give care and
kindness and getting joy in return.

EXTRAORDINARY DOWNTOWN SKYLINE
5071 Yacht Club Road
• 3552 square feet
• 4 bedroom/4 bathrooms
• All bathrooms updated
• Panoramic view
from river room
• Extraordinary
downtown view
• Move in Ready!!
• Priced to sell $1,100,000

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

904.465.1706

elizabeth.osteen@
floridanetworkrealty.com

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777

CeCe@

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. floridanetworkrealty.com

Start with a degree in criminology,
add a minor in African Studies plus
study abroad at the University of
Botswana, mix in a childhood interest in
photography and the result is a passion
for children in high-risk populations.
For one who was kicked out of
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts in
the tenth grade for poor performance,
Riverside resident Brandi Hill quickly
found her way while attending Florida
State College Jacksonville. After earning
her associate’s degree, she worked as a
juvenile corrections officer and substitute
public school teacher in Nassau County.
“Working in the midst of those two
seemingly unrelated worlds (judicial /
educational) truly rocked my world,” Hill
said. “I was literally witnessing first-hand
the two most broken systems in the
United States of America. I saw the way
the education system directly impacted
the judicial system and vice versa.”
While a student at the University of
Florida in 2007, Hill won a scholarship
to study the judicial process in Botswana.
While there she traveled to Sand Sloot,
South Africa and shot what would
become award-winning photographs.
Hill came back to the United States after
making a promise to return to Sand
Sloot with much-needed school supplies.
She made good on that promise later the

Brandi Hill photograph

same year.
For the past eight years, Hill has
returned again and again to South Africa
as an enrichment program instructor,
using art and photography to reach
children of the working poor, including
those living in informal settlements
outside the gates of gold mines.
“I’ve found photography allows
my students (who often struggle
with effective communication or
self-expression) to say what they feel
without saying a word. That outlet is
important,” Hill said. “[Their] images
almost always depict a rawness, a sort
of universal commonality of human
emotions, survival, dreams, and need
for acceptance. These are things that
everyone strives for despite race and or
social class.”
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Scoutmaster positive influence for at-risk boys

Nicholas W., Ryan P., Thomas L., Chris S., Scoutmaster Bob Brunson, Reece W., Edwin C.

Bob Brunson never had a burning
desire to become a Scout leader but
when his second grade son, Ben, decided
to give Cub Scouts a try Brunson went
with him. Several people approached
him, asking, “Are you the new leader?”
One look at Ben’s face and Brunson
knew he had a new position.
Now, 22 years later, his sons, both
Eagle Scouts, are grown but Scoutmaster

Brunson is still impacting the lives of
young men.
“I love camping and being outdoors.
Besides having fun it seemed important
to stick with it. These boys learn
citizenship and develop great tools for
life – the badges they earn introduce
them to possibilities for career paths or
hobbies,” said Brunson.
Brunson’s Scout Troop, #522 of

Eureka Gardens, is part of Scout Reach,
a program for inner-city kids on
subsidized housing. Most of them live
with single mothers or grandmothers
and have no male role models. Many
have behavioral issues.
“It’s a big challenge to get them to
show up on time, wear their uniforms
and not be disruptive,” he said. “Food is
a big issue. Many of them do not have
adequate diets. If they weren’t at Scouts
they would be on the streets. Someone
asked me once if I wore a bullet proof
vest when I go over there.”
Brunson related the story of a Scout who
said he loved camping because it was so
beautiful and quiet and he didn’t have to
worry about gun shots or loud music. “That
made me feel grateful. What do I have to
worry about?” he asked rhetorically.
In addition to weekly meetings,

Brunson takes the boys camping once
a month and to special camps during
breaks from school. Although subsidized
by individual donors and Ortega United
Methodist Church missions, the boys
must pay for 10 percent of the costs so
Brunson and the Troop raise funds with
car washes and various fundraisers.
Brunson’s wife, Melodie, also an
avid camper and kayaker, is an angel,
according to the Scoutmaster. “She
allows me to do all this even though I’m
still working full time. She’s even helped
the Scouts by sewing on patches. She is
very supportive,” he said.
Brunson likes the challenges as much
as he likes being active and staying
healthy and fit. “It certainly helps me
maintain a young attitude,” he shared.
“We all need to be a positive influence
for the future of our community.”

d
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Marie Smith, NAMI volunteer
Circle of Grace women’s group at Riverside Park United Methodist Church on box-making night

Personal grief spurs
desire to help
The need to heal emotionally after the
death of her newborn daughter gave birth
to Nicole Remo’s ministry, Margaret’s
Memories. Margaret Remo was born on June
24, 2011 with Trisomy 18 and an inoperable
congenital heart defect.
“She was with us for just over two hours
and then she passed away,” said Remo, a
member of Riverside Park United Methodist
Church. “If someone had not donated a
memory box to the hospital, my family would
not have any concrete memories of her.”
Linda Rosengren, chaplain and
bereavement coordinator, at Baptist Health,
in labor and delivery, was there when
Margaret died.
“We were doing these type of boxes and
Nicole got one for Margaret and then came
to our support group and thought she would
like to make them, too,” said Rosengren.
“That year she brought 27 boxes to the
hospital and it took off from there.”
Remo and the women’s group at Riverside
Park UMC actually made 64 boxes in
December 2011, thinking the effort would be
a one-time Christmas mission.
Thanks to Remo, Margaret’s Memories has
taken over the ministry from Rosengren.
“It’s very beneficial to me. I do have a

budget but I can’t begin to do what she
does at this level with the budget, I get,”
said Rosengren. “It’s quality and, more
importantly, so much of the community
is involved, including the retirement
community. Not just from this church
but from others because they know how
important it is to the families.”
Each memory box, created in colors and
patterns for a baby girl, boy or neutral, is given
to parents after the loss of their baby at birth
or shortly thereafter. Rosengren walks them
through each item in the box, explaining its
purpose as she shares their grief.
The boxes contain modeling clay
to make footprint casts, a handmade
quilted, crocheted or knit blanket and
a cap, a tiny bead bracelet that grieving
mothers often wear on their pinkies, a
container for a locket of hair, and many
other items, which are assembled twice a
year at the church.
On Oct. 6, Remo’s volunteers made 145,
the most ever at a box-making event. They
will be distributed to eight hospitals.
To donate, volunteer or get more
information, contact Nicole Remo at
margaretsmemories@hotmail.com or go to
margaretsmemories.org.

Help and hope just a
phone call away
Two local women, Marie Smith
of Avondale and Sherri Goodwin of
Riverside, are often the voice of hope
for a distraught person seeking help for
themselves or a mentally ill loved one.
Every day in the Jacksonville area
trained volunteers with National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) give countless
hours to taking calls from people in
distress seeking services or support,
clinicians seeking resources for their
clients, or from someone who needs an
encouraging word or a kind voice just to
listen.
During their “on call” shift, volunteers
are tethered to their phones or
computers, where they field calls, send
information about NAMI programs like
Family to Family, Peer to Peer or support
groups, do research for services or lend a
comforting ear to those in crisis.
They often hear words like “Your calm
voice gave me hope.” “It was wonderful
to have someone to talk to who really
understands.”
“Volunteering on the Helpline is a
wonderful opportunity to give back;
there are some desperate people who
feel they have nowhere to turn,” said

SaN
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Smith. “We are filling a small niche in the
community – spreading the word and
helping people who are unaware of the
services NAMI has to offer.”
Whether calling, listening or helping
desperate people navigate a broken
system, Smith, Goodwin and other
NAMI Helpline volunteers, Norma
Basford and Peggy Harrell of Ortega, and
Cindy Fleming of Orange Park offer help
and hope to hundreds of families and
individuals each year.
Education, outreach and training of
volunteers for NAMI Jacksonville got
a boost from Baptist Health recently.
Baptist Health is providing support
in recognition of the important work
done in the community by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness, according to
spokesperson Melanie Patz.
“We are grateful for this recognition
from Baptist,” said Hayes Basford, NAMI
president. “Their contribution will assist
NAMI in maintaining and expanding
our educational programs. We are very
appreciative. ”
The NAMI Helpline is (904) 724-7782
and help is just a phone call away.

CONVENIENCE!
• close to home & I-95

• all utilities included

• convenient for clients • 550 sf to
1050 sf units
• free rent considered
for remodeling

• ample parking
available

• friendly tenant
community
• office & retail space
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Leaning on the experience of their elders
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
High school students enrolled in the
Early College program at Florida State
College-Jacksonville and seniors living at
Riverside Presbyterian House are coming
together in a mentoring program, a winwin endeavor initiated by a student club.
“We hear and read about so much
bad in kids I thought this might be
a good story,” said Kathy Rhoden,
service coordinator at the facility. “The
mentoring program includes a high
school senior and a junior, and one of my
seniors will be the mentor. They will be
coming to visit, volunteer and learn from
our seniors.”
The students, who are part of a
mentoring club at FSCJ, listen to and
learn from retired teachers, nurses and
other professionals at the Park Street
senior residence. The students also gain
some community service hours helping
the seniors during meal time, cleaning
apartments or just conversing.
“You get to learn from someone with
more experience in life and has a story
to tell and see how we can implement
it in our life, and we might be company
for them,” said Joshua Colson, a senior
“on paper” at Robert E. Lee High School,
while taking sophomore-level courses at
FSCJ. “This is our mentoring clubs’ first
volunteer opportunity and if it goes well,
we want to bring the Lee campus club to

Students in the Robert E. Lee High School Early College Program
met at Riverside Presbyterian House for community service work.

Riverside Presbyterian House.”
Colson and the other 18 club members
are enrolled in Early College, a rigorous
high school acceleration program
designed to support students earning
their high school diploma and Associate
of Arts degree. Eligible students earn
credit for courses taken at FSCJ, which
are also applied to requirements for a
diploma from Lee High School without
taking classes on the high school campus.
Colson is taking college classes toward
a degree in mass communications with a
minor in business; his courses are prerequisites for attending at the University
of North Florida, where he hopes to enroll
next fall with a high school diploma and
an associate’s degree in hand.

Riverside Presbyterian House resident Dorothy Sweeten and Diamond Harvin, a high school senior also
enrolled at FSCJ.

Savoux Alexander serves Peggy Brock lunch at Riverside Presbyterian House.
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You’re never too old
Nonagenarian still
works, loves it
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Lorna Bell, 90, really hasn’t ever
known a time when she didn’t work.
Even now, the Murray Hill resident
still gets into her car once or twice
a week to drive to the Jacksonville
International Airport where she
maintains the desk at the Visitor
Information Center in baggage claim.
Bell must love her job because she’s
been doing it for 25 years.
“It doesn’t pay a lot of money, but it
puts change in my pocket, and it gets me
out among people,” said Bell. “It gives
me a reason to get up in the morning,
and it’s something I thoroughly enjoy.”
When she started in 1990, the visitors’
center was part of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau which, after a name
change in 2007, is now Visit Jacksonville.
“I’ve never had a job I’ve enjoyed
more. I love people,” she said. “You sit
here and watch people coming down the
escalators, and you see the fashions that
will be in and the colors for the coming
season. This year it will be purple, green
and a kind of yellow.”
When Bell applied for the job in 1990,
she had been recently retired after 20

Lorna Bell

years with U.S. Customs, both in Miami
and Jacksonville. “Thirty days after I
retired, I started looking for a part-time
job,” Bell said. “I didn’t even know what
CVB meant when I saw the ad in the
paper, but I thought ‘this sounds like I
might be able to do it.’”
She was one of seven out of 120
applicants hired to manage the airport’s
Visitor Information Center and said she
is the last of those seven still at the job.
Bell works every Tuesday, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and alternate Fridays, but also
fills in when co-workers need time off.
Originally from Utah, Bell worked for
25 years in the banking industry in Salt
Lake City, Denver and Miami. Between
banking and customs, she worked for
six months with the IRS in Miami, but

Lorna Bell helps a visitor to Jacksonville find her way out of the airport and into the city.

determined it wasn’t the job for her. “It
wasn’t very interesting,” she said. “U.S.
Customs was a responsible job; this job
is a fun job.”
Manning the Visitors Center, however,
is just the ticket. She is well-known by
regular travelers to Jacksonville and
enjoys seeing eyes light up in recognition.
“People say to me ‘You were here the last
time I came through,’” Bell said.
“Every year for five or six years at
least, there’s a gentleman who comes
here and always stops just to say hello.
I told him this last year, I didn’t know
whether I’ll be here next year or not,” she
said, explaining that she was completing
25 years at the job. “He said he would
look for me anyway. It’s things like this
that make this job so interesting.”

Interesting is putting it mildly. Bell has
witnessed a man in a wheelchair tumble
down the escalator, another man die of
a heart attack just 20 feet from her desk,
and she once helped a woman who was
running away from a violent, abusive
husband. “We helped her get downtown
to the City Rescue Mission,” she recalled.
“I hope she’s doing okay.”
Most of the questions Bell answers are
directional in nature – Where is baggage
claim for my flight? – and many travelers
want to know where hospitals and
churches are located. Once or twice a
year, someone is surprised to learn they
are not in Jacksonville, North Carolina.
Even after 70 years of working, Bell
has no plans to retire soon. “Not unless
they make me!” she said.

It’s Time to Celebrate our Second Year Anniversary

Eat, Drink and be Merry
Arbor Terrace Ortega cordially invites you to attend our

Winter Wonderland Celebration
Our way of saying, “Thank You”

Signature Cocktails, Sumptuous Hors d’Oeurves and Live Music!

Wednesday, December 2, 2015
5:00 to 7:00 PM
Arbor Terrace Ortega
5760 Timuquana Road, Jacksonville, Florida

IBO

Please RSVP before November 17th

•

904-701-7227

OBI
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Dreams become reality at Berry Good Farms
School grows
programs for student
body, post-grads
The North Florida School of Special
Education campus played host to an
evening of outstanding culinary creations
on Oct. 9. The benefit continues to serve
the fundraising interests of the Berry
Good Farms greenhouse and culinary
support programs.
Guests were greeted and treated to a tea
light-guided walk down to the new patio
built around a towering oak. Complete
with Tiki torches and a libation station,
the evening transitioned to a guided
tour through the Berry Good Farms
greenhouses. The farm incorporates
organic growing methods including
ground soil growing, hydroponics,
aquaponics, vertical grow poles and a 10unit tower garden.
The goal of the Berry Good Farms is
to teach horticulture to NFSSE students
and post-graduates while providing our
community with a valuable resource that
supports education, entrepreneurship and
free enterprise. Support for Berry Good
Farms helps to ensure a self-sustaining
model, created to foster programs for
young adults with intellectual disabilities,
one that encompasses education and postgraduate compensation for employment.

Camille Ott, Terri Bennett, Nia Bradberry, Linda Cunningham, Meghan Woods and Sally Hazelip

Ann Riley with David and Angela Bast

Darlene and Tony Papa

Garrett, Thomas and Melanie Beville with James and Susan Wadley
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Mainspring hosts Inaugural Exhibition at MOCA
A recent art exhibition delivered exposure
and much needed funding for students
enrolled in a special school in Jacksonville.
Mainspring Academy, formerly known
as Keystone Academy, has been assisting
families throughout the city by providing
an exceptional learning environment for
developmental, neurological, emotional and
behaviorally challenged students between
the ages of 2-22.
This year, a group of board members and
school supporters cultivated an exhibition
and fundraiser to help defray tuition
costs for scholarships. By supporting the
Inaugural Art Exhibition & Reception,
patrons help to deliver the much needed
funding will become an annual event, one

that helps to build confidence in the student
artists. The show will also help patrons better
understand the power of their donations
going toward ‘good works’– both through
the arts and through the souls they feed.
The art program at Mainspring has been
fortunate, as their art teacher, Roseann
Egidio, a Parsons School of Design (NY)
and Newark School of Fine and Industrial
Arts (NJ) alum, has brought sound
practices and experience to the school to
help cultivate talent in the arts. The evening
was afforded a fine event showcase, thanks
to generosity of the University of North
Florida and the Museum of Contemporary
Art (MOCA) downtown. The event took
place on Oct. 3.

Jackie Bargas with Thomas Hager

Matt Simpson, Martha Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Rebecca Simpson,
Ed Cronin and Mark Johnson

Professional women’s advocacy organization
celebrates 75 years in Jacksonville
Rethreaded’s facility on Barnett
Street was a most appropriate site
for the 75th anniversary celebration
of Zonta International’s Jacksonville
chapter on Oct. 24. The nonprofit, first
established in 1919 in Buffalo, New York,
is a global organization of professionals
empowering women worldwide through
service and advocacy. There are more
than 30,000 members in more than 1,200
clubs in 67 countries all over the world.
“Everything we do, even on the local
level, is reflected internationally,” said
Avondale resident Dianne LarsonPoucher, secretary for the chapter. “Zonta
has a seat at the United Nations on a
consultative status.”
At the celebration were the Salvatore
family, which boasts three generations of
membership in Zonta. Christina Salvatore,
of Avondale, is the fifth member of the
family to belong to the organization.

Tony, Christina and Terrie Salvatore, Dianne
Larson-Poucher at the 75th anniversary
celebration of the Jacksonville chapter of Zonta
International.
William Rigsby, Yoanna House and Greg Keblish

Three generations in Zonta International
in 1995: Matriarch Lilleen Warren, a charter
member of the Key West Chapter, at the
installation of her granddaughter Michele
Salvatore into the Jacksonville chapter,
Warren’s daughter Terrie Salvatore, and
granddaughter Lynn Salvatore, who was
District 11 Governor.

“a celebration of a life well lived”

Mainspring faculty members Chris
Ulmer and Tom Hardy

6th Annual Moosehaven
Heart of the Community

Chili
Cook-off

An International Chili Society Regional Cook-off

Saturday, November 14th, 2015
808 Margaret St. • Jacksonville, Florida 32204
(904) 683-9288 • www.nauglefuneral.com

This Thanksgiving,
We’re Thankfull
for our Customers
CFC 056489

904-389-9299

416 Ryan Ave. Jacksonville
touchtonplumbing.com

JF
Jax

-LIVE MUSIC-

Furniture
Refinishing

Free Admission
to event!

& Upholstering

904.435.3378

FREE ESTIMATES • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

People’s Choice Chili
Judging only $5
nO
PeTs
PleAse!

• Under Slab Leaks • Sewer & Drain Service • Backflows
• Shower Pan & Tile Work • Expert Repairs & Repiping
• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling • TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections
• Water Heater Service & Installation
For each service call, a donation will be made
to the City Rescue Mission to feed 5 people
during the upcoming holiday season.

• Community Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.
• Craft Tents Open at 9 a.m.
• Chili Tasting Begins at 11 a.m.
• Chili Awards at 3 p.m.

Specializing in Antique
Restoration

PAid fOr By ClAy
COunTy TOurisT
develOPmenT TAx fund

1701 Park Avenue, Orange Park, fl
(904) 278-1210
www.moosehaven.org

The All New
2016 XC90
599/

$

month

39 month lease,
10,000 miles per year,
$4599 due at signing.
Offer expires
November 21, 2015.
See dealer for details.

To our customers
who have already purchased:

Thank you!
Free Valet pickup
for service repairs

10863 Philips Highway, Jacksonville FL 32256

904-396-5486

OSteenVolvo.com
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Community Calendar
November 1

November 7

November 14

November 21

CROP Hunger Walk

Passport to Riverside/
Avondale

2nd Annual Thanksgiving
Community Outreach

Las Vegas Night &
Reverse Raffle

Mixed Media Art Show

3rd Annual Ryan’s Run/Walk
of Celebration

Sunday, Nov. 1, 2 p.m., Avondale United
Methodist Church, 1651 Talbot Ave.
Westside Annual CROP walk. Contact
rhamner27@att.net or visit hunger.
cwsglobal.org, click on Florida.

November 2
Men’s Garden Club

Monday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m., Garden Club of
Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave.
Joe Stumpf, North Florida Bonsai Club
and Master Gardner will speak on
bonsai planting, care and re-potting.

November 5
Veterans Dedication
Ceremony

Thursday, Nov. 5, 1 p.m., Riverside
Presbyterian Apartments, 1045 Oak St.
Riverside Presbyterian Apartments
invites the public to a dedication event
honoring their resident veterans. Invited
are the Lee High School Honor Guard,
the LaVilla and Douglas Anderson
student choirs, relatives, guests and the
public. Refreshments and light hors
d’oeuvres will be served.

Family Fun Night Hoe-Down
Thursday, Nov. 5, 5 p.m., Ortega United
Methodist Church, 4807 Roosevelt Blvd.
The Ortega Playschool will host a
family fun night, with BBQ, silent
auction, games and more in the new
Ortega Life Center. Contact (904)
389-5556, ext. 122 or email sarabeth@
ortegaumc.org for details.

November 6
Fishweir Fall Festival

Friday, Nov. 6, 5-8 p.m., Fishweir
Elementary School, 3977 Herschel St.
Community invited, tickets sold at door,
bounce houses, food trucks, carnival
booths, silent auction and Parker Urban
Band. All proceeds benefit Fishweir PTA.

Festival d’Vine

Friday, Nov. 6, 6-9 p.m., Treaty Oak,
Jessie Ball duPont Park
A tasting experience of food, wine and
craft beer to benefit Catholic Charities
Emergency Assistance Program. Visit
ccbjax.org or call (904) 265-2182 for
ticket information or purchase online at
www.festvaldvine.eventbrite.com.

November 7
9th Annual Read & Romp

Saturday, Nov. 7, 1-4 p.m., behind St.
Vincent’s Medical Center, Riverside, on
the Riverwalk
This free reading event is designed
for children up to age 8. Fun activities
include story time with Clifford the Big
Red Dog, a petting zoo, bounce houses,
music, snacks and more. Sponsored
by the St. Vincent’s Physicians’ Giving
Society.

Saturday, Nov.7, 2-5 p.m.
Hop on a trolley and ride through historic
Riverside and Avondale to benefit DLC
Nurse & Learn. Trolley stops include local
shops and restaurants that will have lots of
free treats. Live music and a raffle will also
be part of the event. Visit www.dlcnl.org
for more information.

Saturday, Nov. 7, 6-8 p.m., Riverside
Liquors & Village Wine Shop, 1251
King St.
First show and reception for Society
of Mixed Media Artists. For more
information, visit http://sommartists.com.

November 8
Biggest Food Drive Ever

Sunday, Nov. 8, St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, Leatherbury Hall, 4129 Oxford
Ave.
Members of Jacksonville Artists Guild and
St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School students
teamed up to paint labels for cans of food.
These cans will be up for silent auction
Nov. 6 after chapel through Nov. 8 at 12:30
p.m., when the church will collecting
donated goods. The money from the
auction and the donated goods will all go
to St. Mary’s Mission. For information,
contact Ray Szaltis at (904) 388-2681.

Riverside Historic Churches
Choir Festival

Sunday, Nov. 8, 4 p.m., Riverside Park
United Methodist Church, 819 Park St.
The Chancel Choirs of Riverside Baptist,
Riverside Park United Methodist,
Riverside Presbyterian, and Trinity
Lutheran will offer anthems representing
their worship styles and then unite with
a combined selection. Admission is
one canned good to benefit the Trinity
Lutheran Food Pantry. Call (904) 3555491 or visit www.riversideparkumc.com
for details.

November 9
Wine Not? Survivor Social

Monday, Nov. 9, 6-8 p.m., Tapa That, 820
Lomax St.
American Cancer Society’s Riverside
Relay For Life team hosts the wine and
painting event – a luminaria bag painting
class for cancer survivors and caregivers,
led by Kyle Willis, president, Local Artist
Coming Together. For more information,
call (904) 391-3618

November 11
Twin Hearts Meditation with
Falguni Shah
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6 p.m., Seventh
Wonder Spa, 4236 St. Johns Ave.
Free service to bring a more positive
awareness and harmony to the
community. Call (904) 381-8686 or visit
www.seventh-wonder.com.

Saturday, Nov. 14, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Prime
Osborn Convention Center, 1000 Water St.
Gather your friends and co-workers to sponsor
a table where you will work as a team to
help package meals for Hunger Fight during
three food-packing sessions. The meals are
distributed to hungry children and families
in Northeast Florida and South Georgia.
For details, visit www.hungerfight.org.

Saturday, Nov. 14, 9 a.m., Ortega United
Methodist Church, 4807 Roosevelt Blvd.
1-Mile Fun Run starts at 9 a.m., followed
by 5K at 9:30 a.m. Post-race celebration
includes food, refreshments and games
for the family. Will benefit the Ryan D.
Perry Endowment Fund to grow children’s
ministries in the community. Register at
www.1stplacesports.com.

Flavors of Fall Festival

Saturday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m., Bold City
Brewery, 2670-7 Rosselle St.
Guests will enjoy live music, local beer on
tap, games, and savory dishes provided
by King St. BBQ. All proceeds from the
event will go towards the funding of King
St. BBQ’s food truck and equipment.
Tickets can be purchased for $30/guest
on kingstbbq.com.

November 18
Angel Lecture Series

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 5:30 p.m., Jessie
Ball duPont Center, 40 E. Adams St.
Angels for Allison wine, cheese and
lecture benefit features Jacksonville
native angel artist, Anne Herring
Nielson, who will lecture on “Angels
in Our Midst.” Tickets are sale at
angelsforallison.org/angellectureseries.

November 19
Godspell

Thursday and Friday, Nov. 19 and 20, 7
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 21, 2 p.m.
The Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
4455 Atlantic Blvd.
Upper School performing artists present
the musical that presents the Gospel of
Matthew in a modern context. Ticket
information is at www.esj.org/arts/
tickets-to-performances or by calling
(904) 396-5751.

November 21
CoRK Arts District Open
Studios

Saturday, Nov. 21, noon to 8 p.m., 2689
Rosselle St.
Self-guided tour of artists’ studios, open
to the public, in six buildings with more
than 70 artists participating. Includes
painting, sculpture, glass artistry,
photography, performance art and more.

Saturday, Nov. 21, 6 p.m., Schiavone
Parish Hall at St. Matthew’s Catholic
Church, 1773 Blanding Blvd.
Entertaining piano music, food, reverse
raffle, casino-style gaming. All of the
proceeds of The Knights of Columbus
event fund the Christmas food baskets
for needy families in the community,
distributed by St. Vincent DePaul
Society. For tickets contact gjkneill@
comcast.net or call (904) 742-1163.

November 27
Episcopal Youth Community
Tree Lot
Friday, Nov. 27, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
weekends, 5-8 p.m. weeknights until
gone
St. Mark’s Episcopal Youth Center, 2916
Ionic Ave.
Frazier firs from Cool Springs Nursery
in North Carolina will be sold by the
Youth Group, the proceeds go to the
Summer Youth Mission Trips.

November 28

31st Annual Community First
Jacksonville Light Boat Parade
Saturday, Nov. 28, 7 p.m., The
Jacksonville Landing

December 2
Gingerbread House
Extravaganza

Wednesday, Dec, 2 – Wednesday, Dec. 23,
Weekdays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Old St. Andrews,
Jacksonville Historical Society, 317 A.
Philip Randolph Boulevard.
In celebration of the Christmas season on
display will be dozens of gingerbread house
confections and themed Christmas trees
created by the Junior League of Jacksonville
Sustainers. Also featured for the 17th
straight year will be an angel tree owned by
Betsy Lovett of Ortega. Special Gingerbread
House Extravaganza activities and field
trips will be available for school children,
seniors and other groups.

December 5
Christmas in Avondale

Saturday, Dec. 5, 5-9 p.m., The Shoppes of
Avondale, St. Johns Avenue
Presented by the Avondale Merchants
Association, the kickoff to the holiday season
includes games, music, food, entertainment
and more. For information visit www.
facebook.com/ChristmasInAvondale.

December 7
Men’s Garden Club

Monday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Garden Club of
Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave.
Larry Figart, Service Urban Forestry Agent
with Duval County Extension, will speak
on invasive plants in Northern Florida.
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John Bunker

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident CommunityNews
At any given moment, local fine artist
John Bunker can be found consulting with
museums or discussing the upcoming
season of the 2016 Riverside Fine Arts
Association Concert Series, but what he
really wants to be doing is painting’ to
‘what he really wants to do is paint in his
home studio in Ortega.
Bunker grew up in White Springs where
he describes a remarkable childhood. As a
young man he wrote for a county newspaper,
managed a drugstore, worked in the tobacco
industry and helped win a tournament as
captain of the high school basketball team.
He was one of only 16 seniors in his 1960
high school graduating class.
“I was fortunate to grow up in the
country. On Saturdays we drove to the
nearest ‘big cities’ of Jacksonville and Lake
City to shop. It was so exciting. My mother
bought her shoes at LaRose Shoe Store
downtown and I rode the escalators in the
big Cohen Brothers Store. I still remember
those because they were partially made
of wood. Mother would park me and my
siblings at the double-matinee movies in
one of the downtown theaters while she
shopped...we loved it,” he said.
His father, Paul Sanford Bunker, grew up
in Maine and his mother, Mary Lawrence
Bunker, was from Miami/Key West. His
parents met while Mary was visiting her
sister in Maine. The Maine Bunkers were
a Mayflower descendent family of eight
generations in New England. Many sites
there are named for the family.
Bunker graduated from Florida State in
1964, with an art design and art history
degree and moved into a small apartment
on Post Street. He accepted his first job in
Jacksonville working as an illustrator for the
Florida Times-Union’s Sunday magazine.
His wife, Diane, 71, also graduated
from Florida State, with an English

John Bunker in his home studio

1986, Koger Art Museum

degree and biology minor in 1966 but
the couple did not meet at FSU. They
each completed teaching certificates
because of the need for teachers in
Jacksonville. They met while teaching
at Southside Junior High School (now
Southside Middle School). Diane went
on to teach biology and zoology at Ed
White High School for 36 years before

november 2015

retiring in 2002.
When the Bunkers married in 1968,
John skipped his graduate school
graduation ceremony at Vanderbilt to
attend their Miami wedding ceremony.
Their first home in Jacksonville was
a duplex at 1322 Landon Avenue in
San Marco. They lived there until their
landlord sold it and gave them notice.
They soon moved to Ortega and have lived
there since 1972.
“We found our Ortega home completely
by chance because we had to quickly
move. We drove around our favorite
neighborhoods in Avondale and Ortega to
see what was available,” they reminisced.
Few homes were available then. Interest
rates were extremely high. The Bunkers felt
fortunate to be able to rent and eventually
buy their home, the first built in 1947 in
Ortega by Ira Burger, who built several
area homes.
“We bought our home from the estate
of the late Mrs. Juydin H. Elliott. She was
a well-known local musician, pianist and
organist who taught many Ortega children
to play on two grand pianos she kept in the
front living/dining room,” they said.
They enlisted the help of two local
architects, Geoffrey Brune of KGB
Architects at that time and for the second
phase, Robin Porter, who worked with
Robert Broward. The expansion of
their traditional clapboard-style home
progressed gradually over time. They
added a new foyer, larger dining room, a
light-filled sunroom and John’s expansive
art studio/office where his paintings splash
glorious-hued flowers, butterflies, trees
and angels from floor to ceiling. It’s like
stepping into a magical Garden of Eden
and nearly impossible to leave.
Bunker is passionately interested in
many things and actively committed to
community organizations.
In 1970 John was hired by the Duval
County School Board to coordinate an
enrichment in arts education program for
secondary students, which he continued
for 10 years. He had volunteered at the
Jacksonville Art Museum since its move from
Riverside to Beach Boulevard in 1966. During
this time he developed a Center for Visual
Art Education at the museum, where he also
worked part-time as curator of museum
education. Later he served as associate, then
interim director of Jacksonville Art Museum.
continued on page 47 >>>

Do you have an
unwanted vehicle?

WE BUY CARS
Over 1200 Fresh Cars NOW IN STOCK!
Need a Part? FIND IT HERE!
Check our Website for Current Inventory!
www.LKQPickYourPart.com

We take care of all the paperwork!
Pick up available. Licensed.

10950 Normandy Blvd.
(5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227
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John Bunker, 1945, age 3
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John and Diane at a Cummer Museum
event 1996

auctioned off at a fundraiser. The 2001
event raised $100,000.
Today Bunker devotes the majority of
his time and energy to his still life and
abstract water-based acrylic paintings
on canvas or paper. He typically works
on two or three projects at once. His
career highlights, accomplishments and
honors are extensive and best viewed
in their entirety on the internet or his
website. His paintings hang in museums,
corporate, public and private collections
worldwide and can be seen locally at
Stellars Gallery/Ponte Vedra Beach, The
Framing Establishment on Herschel Street
or downtown at the Southlight Gallery.
The Bunkers are close to both their
extended families, attending family and
holiday gatherings in several states. He
has created and donated many works of

Leaving for their honeymoon

Bunker’s art enrichment program for students
and the Center for Visual Art Education were
considered pioneering concepts in art
education at the time.
In 1994 he returned to painting fulltime only to be asked to serve as interim,
then director of the Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens from 1995-1996. Bunker
is a graduate of both the Smithsonian’s
Fundamentals of Museum Management
and the J.P. Getty Museum Management
Institute UC Berkeley.
Bunker’s lifetime experience is unique
because not only is he recognized as an
acclaimed artist, but also as a respected
museum curator, director and innovative
art educator. He is especially proud of
two major projects, examples of his
commitment to help the community and
promote Jacksonville whenever possible.
One was his work as part of the team

Wedding Day, 1968

that coordinated the monumental Ramses
II exhibition (also called Ramses the
Great) in 1986 at the newly renovated
Prime Osborn Convention Center.
“That exhibit was historic for
Jacksonville. Not only was it the first
major show in the newly renovated
convention center, it brought a priceless
collection of artifacts from the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo here as one of the few
U.S. cities where it was displayed. It was
a tremendous undertaking that brought
thousands of people to Jacksonville and
attracted national attention,” he said.
Bunker completed the other major
design project – four Jaguar paintings
– which he donated for a car artist to
paint on a 2000 Volkswagen Beetle. The
one-of-a-kind Jaguar car was donated
by Tom Bush Volkswagen to Ronald
McDonald House in San Marco to be

• Wash & Fold • Shoe Repair
• Alterations • Rug Cleaning
•

Good
Dog?!?
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Resting while museum hopping in
London, August 2015

art for local charity fundraisers and they
also support Riverside Fine Arts Series,
Ronald McDonald House, Patrons of the
Heart, Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd where they are members, and
other community and arts organizations
and nonprofits.
John walks four to five miles daily
around Ortega, and Diane enjoys
Jazzercise and her book and dinner club
gatherings with friends. The Bunkers are
avid readers and long ago lost count of
the books in their home. Because of his
many years curating the Koger Gallery’s
Asian Art Collection, John’s wish list
includes travel to Japan and China where
he plans to study Asian art, a style which
has influenced his painting. Trips to Brazil,
the tip of South America and the Amazon
River are next on the list.

Or just in need of some
simple instructions?

We Can Help!

If you’re considering a puppy for Christmas,
train it before you want to give up on it!

Wedding Gown Preservation

Raising children is tough enough and
it can become overwhelming to try to
raise a puppy in addition to your many
household duties and chores. We can
help to train your new puppy and help
you through the difficult puppy-rearing
challenges, this way, you can keep your
promise to have that new puppy!

Ask About Free Pick-Up &
Delivery Service from Your
Home or Office!

We also help with these services
and all things in between:

Your Next purchase!
With this coupon

• Boarding • Grooming • Pet Sitting
• Training, Etiquette and Manners

• TR AI NI NG
MI NG • DAY CA RE
BO AR DIN G • GR OO

Must present coupon with in-coming order.
Offer Expires November 30, 2015

*Pet sitting is not available during holidays

We treat them like we would our own
dogs, because we have dogs, we love
dogs, we train dogs and we love what
we do. Trust is paramount and we take
it seriously.

Call Lisa today to learn more about our services- 904.472.4437
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EnviroFest draws visitors to Cummer

Junior Docent Emily Coll assisted with
the Fish Fusion interactive art project.

The 2nd Annual EnviroFest, a family-friendly
event to raise environmental awareness through
the arts, education and music drew visitors from all
over Jacksonville on Oct. 3. Hosted by The Cummer
Museum of Art & Gardens in partnership with the
City of Jacksonville’s Environmental Protection Board,

kids of all ages had the opportunity to participate
in book readings, recycled art projects, tours from
Museum educators, a Fish Fusion community art
project sponsored by Community First Credit Union, a
seed swap, a hands on water-conservation activity, and
much more.

Watercolor artist Nicole Trimmer provided budding young artists
with tips in plein air painting.

Becki and son Levi Hatcher, a Melrose Avenue Preschool student,
make a clay fish in the Fish Fusion project.

Kindergartner Cadence Embrey
drawing a still life of pine cones

Golf Classic benefits independent seniors
The Aging True 25th Anniversary
Golf Classic, held Oct. 6 at Hidden
Hills Country Club, benefited
its Meals on Wheels program,
which allows many seniors living
independently to do so without
worrying what to eat or how to
obtain it. The program also provides
daily interaction for homebound
seniors, who are often alone most of
the time. Together with funds from
Swing on By, a prior cocktail party,
Aging True raised $87,000 for Meals
on Wheels.
“We cannot express our thanks to
the Jaguars for coming to show their
support of our cause and especially
to Bryan Anger, who, at the eleventh
hour, stepped up to support our
Meals on Wheels program and host
our event,” said Tourea Robinson,
director of development.

Brian Wittemore with Sandi Scott and Chris Thurston

Bryan Anger, Tourea Robinson of Aging True, Lenard Robinson

SHOP

~

SELL

~

CONSIGN

Home Décor, Antiques,
Estate Services &
Vintage Fashions

~

V i n ta g e t o M O d e r n

4201 St. Johns Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32210
Tel: (904)672-7705 • castawaysjax@gmail.com

~

f facebook: Castaways Vintage to Modern

st. catherine’s episcopal church
4758 Shelby Avenue (between Blanding & Cassat)
Jacksonville, FL 32210 • (904) 387-2061

Two services offered:
8am & 10:30am family service
(nursery provided)

Breakfast in between at 9:15am

St. Catherine’S epiSCopal
preSChool
904-381-0935
StCatherines@bellsouth.net
iNfANTs and toddlers age 6 weeks–3 years
Mon-Fri 6:30AM to 6PM
Episcopal Diocese Accreditation
Preschool License Number C04DU0451

Jacksonville Jaguars Jason Myer and Bryan Anger, Sam Hall, director of Human Resources for Aging True
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Family Promise milestone more than a number
During its nine-year charter Family
Promise of Jacksonville – one of more
than 185 affiliates nationwide – has
served almost 100,000 meals and
provided more than 40,000 nights of
shelter through 16 host congregations.
But those numbers are meaningful only
when you talk to some of the 122 families
(144 adults and 235 children) who today
have the promise of a future.
“Without Family Promise, my
grandchildren would be in foster care,”
said Veronica Medley, a 58-year-old
grandmother who has custody of two of
her eight grandchildren, ages 10 and 2.
“When I got custody of my grandchildren,
they could not stay where I had been living.
I needed a place where I could keep my
family together.”
Family Promise was able to help Medley
get a fulltime job in housekeeping at
St. Vincent’s Medical Center, and she is
planning to pursue a nursing degree at
Florida State College Jacksonville next year.
With the goal of helping homeless
families stay together during their search
for employment and permanent housing,
more than 750 Family Promise volunteers
make and serve meals, and spend the
night in their respective church buildings
with families who would otherwise find
themselves separated at city shelters.
While Family Promise provides case
management services, including budget,
job and life skills counseling, it does not
provide a steady stream of handouts.
“Our model is one of limited
engagement so that the families figure it
out on their own,” said Mark Landschoot,

Mark Landschoot, Family Promise
executive director with the chapter’s first
director, Mindy Roberts

Family Promise volunteer Della Ebersole, of Lakeside,
high fives Noah, who recently moved into an apartment
with his mother.

Family Promise executive director and
Lakeshore resident. “They need to be part
of their own journey.”
Landschoot has been with the nonprofit
since 2008, following the chapter’s first
director, Mindy Roberts, and manages the
operation with the help of four part-time
employees, including part-time development
director, Beth Mixson, of Ortega. He
coordinates shelter rotations with the 16
congregations and four interim houses.
Two local churches, Ortega United
Methodist and Riverside Baptist, are host
congregations, and the Family Promise
board of directors includes several local
residents – Board President Jonathan
Smith, of Avondale; Kim Keffer, Fishweir
neighborhood; Vicky Yong, Ortega, and
Kathy Sandusky, Ortega Forest.
Ortega United Methodist Church is
one of the founding churches for the

local chapter, according to Kathy Nipper,
volunteer coordinator. “We have served
123 families in almost 10 years, plus there
are countless families not in our system
receiving advice about how to find needed
social services,” she said. “Over the years
hundreds of church members of all ages
have been involved. Everyone in our church
can do something – spend the night, bake a
cake, wash laundry, hug a child.”
Family Promise works to have families
settled in permanent homes within 90 days
and, according to Landschoot, the average
length of shelter stays is 60 days. Each host
congregation is scheduled approximately
every four months to provide up to three
families with meals and a place to sleep for
one week.
“Most of our families are situational
homeless – the loss of a job, a medical crisis
or a forced change in housing. By adding

Kathy Nipper, Ortega UMC, helps a young boy toss a
bean bag.

the interim homes, we can serve more
families in crisis. Most importantly, we are
keeping families together and off the street,”
said Landschoot.

Cardboard City raises
awareness of homelessness
Family Promise’s Fifth Annual
Cardboard City event will be held
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 20-21,
4 p.m. to 8 a.m. at CrossRoad
Methodist Church, 10005 Gateway
Parkway North. Participants will
spend a night under the stars in a
cardboard box, tent or their car to
experience, in a small way, what it’s
like to be homeless. If interested in
participating, visit familypromisejax.
org/cardboard-city/ for details.

St. Vincents
continued from page 1

Dogs on best behavior at annual DogFest
Mike, De and Kaitlyn Lyons, of Ortega, are training Harley, a LabradorRetriever mix, to become a Canine Companion for Independence dog. De, a
guidance counselor and teacher at St. Paul’s Catholic School in Riverside, was
inspired to take on a CCI dog after Dr. Lee Beaton brought Ninja, a CCI trainee, to
the school last year. The Lyons family brought Harley to DogFest Walk ‘n Roll on
Oct. 24, the annual awareness event for CCI.

medical oncology, an infusion center for
chemotherapy, and multidisciplinary disease
specialized care for various types of cancer.
“This partnership leverages the rich
history of excellence of two partners
who complement each other nicely in in
providing oncology services. St. Vincent’s
Riverside, as a community hospital,
relies on employed or aligned physician
partners in providing subspecialty care,”
said Farrugia. “Through the Mayo Clinic
Comprehensive Cancer Center, we can
provide subspecialized oncologists to the
Riverside campus who will leverage the
150 years of Mayo expertise in cuttingedge clinical practice and research. In
addition, Mayo Clinic offers Phase I and
Phase II clinical trials.”
As part of the agreement, Mayo Clinic
will staff the facility with Mayo physicians.
St. Vincent’s will assume the remaining
clinical and administrative responsibilities.
“To make the process easier for patients,
the billing process will be handled through
St. Vincent’s,” said Schatzlein.
Farrugia said they anticipate there will
be three to four physicians in the practice
each day following the initial ramp-up.
“This will be a blend of general oncologist,
home-based at the Riverside campus, as
well as rotating subspecialists traveling
from the San Pablo campus to provide care
for patients with more rare and difficult
to treat conditions,” he said. “Overall,

Dr. Michael Schatzlein, president and CEO, St.
Vincent’s Healthcare

Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, CEO, Mayo Clinic Florida

approximately 15 physicians will participate
in staffing the Riverside practice.”
The physicians will be supported by
a team of nurses and advanced practice
providers to accommodate any and
all referrals received on the campus,
Farrugia said.
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Heroic boy defies medical odds
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Sometimes the most heroic thing a
person can do is fight for his own life.
That’s what Luke Akerstrom of Ortega
Forest did when he was five years old.
On Dec. 31, 2010, Magnus and Brandi
Akerstrom’s son suddenly went into a
catatonic seizure. He was admitted to
Wolfson Children’s Hospital where he
was initially treated for two types of
spinal meningitis, and for an unusual
and complex encephalitis – swelling
of the brain (possibly caused by the
meningitis).
Two months later, after several types
of treatments, five types of therapies, and
painful plasma exchanges, Luke had not
improved; in fact, he had gotten much,
much worse. The muscles in his left
arm were so tight he could not move it,
while his right arm had to be confined to
prevent erratic, non-stop movement.
Luke turned six the February he
was in the hospital, and was surprised
with visits by Jacksonville Jaguar Brad
Meester and his wife Jamie, Ryan
Robinson, Jaxson deVille and a ROAR
cheerleader. Two weeks later, President
George W. Bush took time to visit Luke,
also.
“The first time I met Luke he came
out of a grueling therapy session at the
hospital. It was so tough he was bawling,”
said Meester. “But when he came out and
saw us, he had a huge smile on his face.”
Meester and his family returned to
the hospital over and over to encourage
Luke.
“His spirit and energy had such
an impact on us,” Meester said. “We
complain about problems, but they are
so small compared to what he went
through -- and he kept such a positive
attitude.”
In early March 2011, after 67 days in
the hospital, the family, including threeyear-old brother Abram, made a trip to
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota
to consult with a specialist in rare and
unusual cases.

Dr. Marc Patterson spent three hours
– unheard of – with the Akerstroms,
listening and reviewing all of the MRIs
and CT scans. Brandi Akerstrom said,
“He looked at us and said, ‘I know what
this is. I have seen this before.’”
“This” was a disease so rare that only
a handful of children around the world
have been diagnosed with it; so rare
there’s not a neurologist in the entire
state of Florida who has ever seen this,
said Akerstrom, who prefers not to share
the name of the disease.
Now armed with the name of the
condition, the real fight began. The
outcome was discouraging, but the
Akerstroms’ faith was so strong they
were confident Luke would surprise
everyone, including Dr. Patterson. Even
Abram said to his mother, “Luke is alive
and broken. God will fix him right up.”
Toward the end of March 2011,
Luke was making huge milestones in
improvement at Brooks Rehabilitation
– taking baby steps as he relearned to
walk, beginning to speak again. By early
May, he was able to leave the hospital for
a few hours at a time; then on May 18 he
was discharged to continue his healing
and therapy at home.
For the remainder of 2011, Luke
continue to defy the odds. On Oct. 10, he
did what doctors had told the Akerstroms
couldn’t be done – he walked, surprising
everyone when he made it into the arms
of Meester, and then to the center of
EverBank Field to perform the coin toss
for a Jaguars’ game.
Despite his improvements, in 2013,
Luke again traveled out of state for
another medical referral with more
specialists for new medication and focus
on rehabilitation. Only the seventh child
worldwide with his diagnosis, Luke had
a long, hard road of therapy in store.
Luke, 10, attends fifth grade at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Day School and
continues to defy the odds. “He is truly
one of God’s miracles,” said Akerstrom.
“Although he still receives therapy
twice a week at Wolfson Rehab, he is
successful in school and a member of the

Clad in a purple plaid button-down shirt with trendy denim jeans, Luke Akerstrom, 10, strode down the
runway at the Southern Women’s Fashion Show.

Former Jaguar center Brad Meester gives Luke Akerstrom, then 6, a big hug.

Robotics Team.”
Last month Luke modeled a hip outfit
at the Southern Women’s Fashion Show
to benefit Dreams Come True; all the
models were local dreamers. He wore
a purple plaid button-down shirt with
trendy denim jeans.
“I just want to help all the sick kids.
Being in the hospital is no fun. Kids
just want to play and not worry about
treatments,” said Luke, who received his
“dream” in 2012, a Disney cruise. “I will
always help Dreams Come True. They

help me, too.”
“For Luke to try to give something
back even if it is something as small as
walking down a runway means a lot to
him,” his mother said. “Dreams Come
True has really done so many wonderful
things for our family over the past four
years. There isn’t a way to ‘pay them
back’ or even express in words a thank
you, for the words aren’t strong enough
to convey how we feel. So, participating
in any and all fundraisers is all we can
do to show our appreciation.”

Local cycling pros teach foster teens bike care
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community New

Kendra Hilton of Riverside looks on as Kyjuan White and Ed Seitz of Avondale assemble White’s customfitted road bike at Open Road Bicycles in Miramar Oct. 17.

Cycling pros from a bike shop in
Miramar taught 12 foster teens how to
assemble and repair road bikes Oct. 17
in preparation for a 50-mile bicycling
adventure.
Under the watchful eye of several
employees from Open Road Bicycles,
the teens assembled the custom-fitted
bikes they’ll ride on two of the most
popular trails in Orlando in midNovember. The training was part of a
hands-on life skills program provided
by Family Support Services of North
Florida (FSS) to local foster teens, like
Keon Manning, of Ortega.
Tour de TRAILS (Teaching, Riding
and Interpersonal Life Skills) focuses on
teamwork, interpersonal skills, health,

fitness and setting goals, while teaching
foster teens biking skills and personal
achievement. The program is meant to
provide a sense of normalcy.
Through TRAILS training the youth
will attend spinning classes at the YMCA
as well as classes in nutrition, health,
bicycle safety and bike maintenance and
training rides of 7, 12 and 20 miles on
the Baldwin Trail.
A four-day, three-night bicycle trip
is scheduled in November. The trip
includes traversing the General James
Van Fleet State Trail (29 miles) and the
West Orange Trail (22 miles) as well
as a tour of the University of Central
Florida and a visit to Universal Studios.
FSS is the lead agency for foster care,
adoption and family preservation in
Duval and Nassau counties. For more
information about FSS, visit fssjax.org.
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Giving is a way of life
for grandmother
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community New
Fourteen years ago when Annie
McCranie and her husband first retired,
she had no idea volunteering for the St.
Vincent de Paul Society would become
her next vocation.
At that time, the Ortega Forest
resident and her husband, John, who
grew up in Avondale, had moved back
to Jacksonville from the Tampa area
after John retired from the military.
Answering a call for help in a church
bulletin, they had just started to “dabble”
as volunteers with the Society when
a chance encounter with a man in
need outside of Fishweir Elementary
solidified McCranie’s decision to turn
helping others into a way of life.
The encounter occurred on a night
the McCranies attended an evening
homeowners’ association meeting at the
school. Feeling tired, McCranie decided
to leave the meeting early without her
husband. As she exited the school to
head to her car she heard a man nearby
say to her, ‘Lady, do you know where I
can find help for my child tonight?’
“I was in a hurry and just wanted to go
home,” McCranie recalled. “I said, ‘I’m
sorry, if you go inside the auditorium
there are a lot of people who can help
you.’ And I left.”
When John returned home, Annie
asked if anyone had helped the man.
“John said, ‘What man?’” Annie recalled.
After investigating the situation the
next day, McCranie was dismayed to
discover no one else had seen the man.
“After that I told myself, I’ll never turn
away anyone who needs my help again,”
McCranie said. “It was like a calling. After
that we decided to get into St. Vincent de
Paul in a more dedicated way.”
Since then the McCranies spend a
portion of each day collecting clothes,
shoes, toiletry items, food and other
items to give to the poor, which the
St. Vincent de Paul agency serves.
Often they go on home visits, or help
coordinate emergency assistance for
families in need. At other times, their
St. Vincent de Paul group, which is
comprised of volunteers from St.

“After that I told myself,
I’ll never turn away anyone
who needs my help again,”
McCranie said. “It was
like a calling. After that
we decided to get into St.
Vincent de Paul in a more
dedicated way.”
Annie and John McCranie and their granddaughter Meghan Thornton of Ortega sort toiletries for St.
Vincent de Paul at the McCranie home in Ortega Forest.

Matthew’s Catholic Church, serves at
Sulzbacher Center fixing meals for the
homeless, works in the St. Vincent de
Paul Thrift Shop, visits lonely nursing
home residents who have no family or
visitors and constructs prayer blankets
made of fleece to bring comfort to
people who are ill or in pain.
“We work with other area ministries to
find a solution to the problems a family
may be having, to help them get out of
the ditch,” she said, referring to Jesus’
Good Samaritan parable in the Bible. “I
often say we are all on the Jericho Road.
We get them out of the ditch, put them
on our donkey, and try to get them to
the inn, to get them well. They are not
beaten by robbers but by a loss of health
or income or hope.”
McCranie’s dedication to the St.
Vincent de Paul ministry became more
acute when she met a four-year-old
boy the first time she and her husband
made a food delivery to a family that
requested help.
“I still remember his face when he
looked into the open trunk of the car
and said, ‘Oh, Mommy, look! Food!’
Then he lifted up his arms so my
husband could give him a better look
at the bags of groceries being delivered
to his home,” she recalled, noting the
memory still makes her “teary.”

Working daily with needy children
is one reason McCranie started a Mini
Vinnie group at St. Matthew’s School five
years ago. Krista Neill, a St. Matthews
student, came to McCranie with the
desire to help others. Inspired, McCranie
decided to sponsor the group, which has
grown from nine students to 39.
The Mini Vinnies’ first project in
2010 was to deliver shoeboxes full of
food to American soldiers serving in

“It’s so important for children to
recognize when they have a warm bed
and other people do not,” she said.
“We see the face of Christ in those we
serve,” McCranie continued gesturing
toward her husband. “We’re 79 years old.
We had to ask ourselves, ‘how do you
want to spend the rest of your life?’ We
want to spend it serving others.
“I get more back than I ever give,” she
said. “We don’t serve them, they serve

“We work with other area ministries to find a solution to the
problems a family may be having, to help them get out of the ditch,”
she said, referring to Jesus’ Good Samaritan parable in the Bible.
I often say we are all on the Jericho Road. We get them
out of the ditch, put them on our donkey, and try to get them to the
inn, to get them well. They are not beaten by robbers
but by a loss of health or income or hope.”

Afghanistan, she remembered. Most
recently the group made 672 peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches to deliver
to the St. Francis Soup Kitchen in
downtown Jacksonville.

us in all the blessings they give us. It’s
not something we do it’s something that
we are. We call this our vocation,” she
explained. “There is no greater thing than
to give. You get back so much more.”
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If you had $1,000 to give to someone in need,
to whom would you give it and why?
Homeless people, homeless pets, children less fortunate than themselves, these would be the recipients
of an imaginary largess from boys and girls put on the spot by The Resident, who asked the $1,000
question, “Who would you give it to and why?”

Compiled by Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Mylee McDonald, 4
Riverside

Kiara Saldano, 17
Riverside

Lexi Atchley, 15
Ortega

Madelyn Usry
Murray Hill

Cora Thakkar, 7
Avondale

Owen Pfleiger, 9
Avondale

Grandma Diamond, so she
can get a car.

There is this guy who is
homeless and every time
I see him the only thing
on his sign is ‘I’m hungry.
Please help.’ I always run to
Burger King and get him
chicken sandwiches and
give them to him. I would
probably give the money to
him. I see him a lot.

I’d give it to charity
foundation for children so
they can get cures for their
diseases and they can give
them toys.

Daddy, because I love
him, and the man at the
basketball game who was
wearing just pants and was
lying on the sidewalk.

I would help the animals,
especially soft animals like
bunnies.

Probably Nick, a friend
from New York who is
battling cancer. He’s a nice
friend and he served in the
Army and he needs money
for his medicine.

Every face tells a story.

We can help make sure it’s a great one.

From a simple worry line to a scar, things that happen in life are often written on
our face, which can have a profound effect on our self-image.
No one understands this better than the doctors who practice the delicate and
complex art of aesthetic and reconstructive surgery every day. As members of a
world-class academic health center, UF Health surgeons not only perform the latest
techniques, they pioneer and teach them.
From simple cosmetic procedures to complex reconstruction, this team of doctors
has a depth of knowledge that helps lead to happier outcomes – and more smiles
in the mirror.

Tirbod Fattahi, MD, DDS
Associate Professor and Chair
UF Department of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery

 Botox®
 Brow Lift
 Face & Neck Lift
 Facial Augmentation
 Juvederm®
 Rhinoplasty
 Skin Care

UF HEALTH AESTHETIC AND HEAD
& NECK SURGERY – SOUTHSIDE
4203 Belfort Road // Suite 345
Jacksonville, FL 32216 // 904.383.1667
Find us online at facebook.com/ufaesthetic
UFHealthJax.org
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Mother Nature not nice to historic Baptist church
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Weather has not been kind to
Riverside Baptist Church this year.
On April 25, during the sudden early
evening storm that caught Jacksonville
by surprise and resulted in major
tree damage throughout the area,
Lisa Cusimano, a deacon and parish
administrator at the historic church,
received a phone call interrupting her
Lee High School 45th class reunion at
the Ortega River Club.
“I was told that part of the flat roof on
the education building had blown off,”
said Cusimano. The damage cost nearly
$50,000 to repair; the congregation did
not carry roof insurance.
Then, sometime in late July or early
August, the 91-year-old building
took a lightning hit that resulted in
thousands of dollars in damage. The
strike blew out a moon-shaped hole in
one of the clerestory windows, damaged
the electronics for the chancel organ
and took out the phone system and
computers. Although Cusimano quickly
assessed the extent of the electronics
damage, it wasn’t until someone asked
why there was a hole in the window that
she realized there was more.
While negotiating the repair of the
clerestory window, Cusimano, who is also
financial secretary, took the opportunity

Kirk Reber, owner of Creative Glassworks, holds
a replacement petal for one of the two rosette
windows at Riverside Baptist Church.

thinkgreen

SAVE M NEY!

$25 OFF

Clip this coupon and
schedule your appointment.
Saving money has never been
this easy! Call us today.
Get $25 OFF your service
Terry Vereen Plumbing, Inc.
904-384-5661
call any weekday in November.

Levi Walshans, employee of Creative Glassworks,
installs new petals in the rosette window at
Riverside Baptist Church.

A rosette window at Riverside Baptist Church had
10 of its 16 blue petals replaced after cracks were
discovered.

to have previously cracked petals replaced
on one of the two rosette windows.
Kirk Reber, owner of Creative
Glassworks, was engaged to replace
10 of 16 petals on one of the rosette
window.
“Initially I was not going to accept the
job, but decided we were best suited for
this type of work,” he said.
Reber, who had restored windows
in the former Cheek Castle on River
Boulevard was also responsible for
stained-glass window restoration on Old
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.
Although the glass in the old windows is
not rare, Reber said it’s unusual to see a blue
rosette. “The color is not typically favored
in this era; it’s unique, with variations not
readily noticed until they are put up against

another piece of blue glass.”
Reber matched the color to a sample
set provided by the manufacturer, the
140-year-old Kokomo Opalescent Glass
Company of Kokomo, Indiana. Both of
the rosette windows need to have petals
replaced, but only one is being done at
this time.
Reber and his assistant, Levi Welshans,
erected scaffolding to install the new
petals from the outside. Welshans
handles the installation while Reber cuts
the shapes.
“It’s harder than it looks. As with any
church job, the difficulty is getting the
access to it,” the artist said.
Reber and Welshans completed the
installation of the new blue petals in
about 10 days.

Featured are:
In front, 911 Roll - Tuna, Salmon
and Yellowtail with Grouper
tempura on top with kani salad,
eel sauce and spicy mayo
Holiday Roll - Shrimp tempura,
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sauce, eel sauce, topped
with crunchy tempura

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar
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Dreams for Riverside, the church and the community
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
More than 125 members of all ages
at Riverside Presbyterian Church
spent eight weeks creating Dreams for
Riverside, a mosaic that will adorn a
walkway on the campus.
A visual representation of the
congregation’s fall stewardship program,
Dreams for Riverside contains four
mosaic panels representing the themes
of Time, Talent, Treasures and Terra.
The project began in August when
Kathy Stark, a Riverside artist, created
the design. Then Stark and Joe Eberly
built the four panels, Joann Purdie led the
precutting of the squares of glass, church
staff member Jan Nicholas facilitated the
purchase of needed supplies and Dale
Child, Riverside Presbyterian Day School
art teacher, helped figure out ways to have
children participate.
“The mosaic project is one example of
ways we are offering ‘art treats’ for our
entire church to participate,” Child said.
“The mosaic project of how little pieces
of glass are carefully placed together to
form a design can be compared to how
individuals come together in a church to
be a part of a church family.”
The congregation began creating the
mosaic of stained-glass squares and
mirrors on Sept. 13, Rally Day, and
continued to work on it each Sunday
thereafter, as well as Wednesday
mornings and evenings.
“People of all ages could come to the
mosaic making area and apply thinset
[cement] to precut squares of glass to
the ribbons or apply the glass gems
that outline the ribbons. Attaching a
square of glass was like icing a cupcake,
spreading the thinset to the edges with
plastic knives,” said Stark.
“The teenagers enjoyed being able
to contribute to the mosaic that will
represent the dreams for their church
and youth program,” said Breanna
Sooter, youth director. “Their favorite
part was learning how to cut the pieces
of glass into smaller, more intricate
shapes to fit into the mosaic.”
Beside the mosaic making area were
small posters for each of the five dreams
of the stewardship campaign: Worship,
Christian Education/Formation,
Fellowship/Congregational Care,

Dreams for Riverside – the four panels of stained glass mosaic almost completed and ready for grout.

Working in the stained glass room, Joann Purdie, Dale Child and Joe Eberly finish the background on the
third panel of the mosaic.

Community Outreach/Missions, and
Global Outreach/Peacemaking
“People wrote down their dreams for
each on Post-it notes and stuck them
to the posters for everyone to see and
share,” Stark said.
“Riverside Presbyterian’s ministry comes
in many forms,” said Eberly. “Our new
mosaic – along with our beautiful stained
glass windows – are expressions, in glass,
of our theology of hope and redemption.”
After they are dedicated on Nov. 8
during Consecration Sunday, the panels
will be permanently installed outside
along one of the church’s interior walkways
between the office and the sanctuary.
“Everyone will be able to look on it
when done and see the pieces they put
on and the part they played in creating
it,” said Stark.

“I put pieces of gems and squares on two occasions
and love it. Some of the four-year-olds probably did
better than I did!” said Eleanor Carswell, as she and
Jane Archer attach precut squares of stained glass
to the mosaic.

Proud to Sponsor

904.704.1576

egmeux@gmail.com
www.emeux.com

A great event which helps raise money
to prevent homelessness in Jacksonville.
Performance by American Idol® Finalist
Tyanna Jones.

6:00 p.m. on Thursday

November 12th, 2015
Jessie Ball duPont Center
40 East Adams Street, 32202

A member of the franchisee system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC.
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European trek a spiritual journey for residents
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News
The reasons for undertaking a major hike
are varied. For some it’s a check mark on
the bucket list, for others a way to transition
from an old routine to a new one. For four
area residents, a mountain hike became a
spiritual journey.
Retirees Pat Gurley, Joe Eberly, Julianne
Stratmann and Jeanne Shober took on the
challenge of walking the 500-mile El Camino
trail in Europe. They were brought together
by mutual acquaintances who knew of their
individual plans for this pilgrimage.
Ortega Forest resident Eberly made his trip
in 2014, so was able to provide the women
with insight and encouragement. After seeing
the movie “The Way” after he retired in
2013, he was inspired to hike the trail the old
fashioned way – carrying everything in his
backpack. During the trek he focused on the
“body part of the journey, the contemplative
part and the spiritual part.”
“It turned out to be one of the most
meaningful experiences of my life,” he said.
“My wife, Katie, joined me for the last two
weeks, and I developed friendships with
people from all over the world.”
While Eberly made friends along the way,
Gurley hiked alone, coincidentally just two
days ahead of Stratmann and Shober.
“I would definitely do it again, but I’d
rather have a friend or family member along.
However, it was empowering,” said Gurley,
who began her hike in Pamplona. “Sometimes

I’d get a bit lonely when I was at a hotel where
no one spoke English but I had a gift from a
friend – a daily word bag! Each day I reflected
on a word, drew pictures and wrote in my
journal. The most significant word for me on
the journey was ‘temporary’ but each one was
impactful – it helped me stay in the moment
and be filled with gratitude.”
Gurley regularly walks six to seven miles
daily through Ortega, and for this trip also
hiked for two weeks in North Carolina to
build stamina before she departed She is no
stranger to overseas treks, having walked
through Nepal, Ecuador, Peru, Bavaria,
South Africa and Panama.
Former schoolteachers Stratmann and
Shober, both of Avondale, made their trek
together. The women have walked together
recreationally for over 25 years and trained
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there were many challenges.
“It wasn’t a walk in the park. For two days
Julianne and I were in a huge storm – we just
concentrated on staying upright,” said Shober.
The pilgrimage came at a perfect time in
Shober’s life. “It gave me concentration for
the transition to whatever I’m going to do
next after teaching for 25 years,” she said. “It
was a blessing, magical. The biggest thing I
learned? To keep my life simple; ‘quiet’ takes
on a whole new meaning.”
Stratmann counted blessings. “It was a
major shift in thinking – it was incredible,”
she said. “I spent two whole days walking
and reflecting on my blessings.”
It was a spiritual journey, agreed Gurley. “I
got a retirement gift from God – drawing! I
never had confidence to draw, but now I do
and I’m delighted.”

Join hundreds of your closest
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with Gurley before they left for Europe.
Stratmann and Shober started in France
in the Pyrenees Mountains, which many
people want to avoid. Unlike Eberly’s
minimalist approach to traveling, the
women’s suitcases were delivered from hotel
to hotel each day and they were assured of a
place to sleep.
“We had some blister issues but
no knee problems or sickness,” said
Stratmann. “Sometimes we split up. You
want the solitude to think and reflect. It’s
so gorgeous. There was beauty beyond
expectation. Pat would leave us messages at
the bed and breakfast.”
Shober said she talked to her feet, “Come
on – only 50 more miles to go!”
On the trek that averaged 15 miles a day
for over 30 days at elevations over 4,000 feet,
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Joe Eberly taking a break for lunch along the
Camino de Santiago.

Julianne Stratmann, Jeanne Shober and Pat Gurley

RIVERSIDE

WineFest
DAY, NOV. 21, 2015
R
U
T
A
S
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Limited free one-way transportation will be provided from 8–11 pm

I N F O R M AT I O N & T I C K E T S
Riverside Liquors
1251 King Street

friends tasting more than 300
of their favorite wines and have
more fun than you can stand in
the streets of New Riverside! In
front of Riverside Liquors in the
Historic Park and King District.
This charitable fall festival features
FOOD vendors and LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT.

$35 + tax

INCLUDES: Logoed Wine Glass
& a $5 coupon redeemable that day!

354-1001

dj@ riversideliquors.biz
Buy tickets online: www.riversidewinefest.com

Proceeds benefit Riverside-Avondale Preservation (RAP)
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Teachers win innovation grants
Maggie Boyd, Suki Burksteiner, Carole Mehrtens and Everett Steigler

Designer soup-can covers
raise money for missions
Jacksonville Artists Guild and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
and Day School have collaborated on an art project to benefit
the missions of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church downtown.
Around 50 students in second, fourth, fifth and sixth
grades in the Art for Service class created artistically
designed covers for canned goods which will be auctioned
off at a special chapel and reception. The brain child of
Murray Hill artist Cookie Davis, the project brought young
artists and professionals together as JAG members Carole
Mehrtens and Pam Steeg, both of Ortega, conducted a
watercolor workshop for the students.
St. Mark’s art teacher Elizabeth Alexander said, “The
children are so excited to be working alongside JAG artists.
It is a big deal to them and it will be fun to see all the cans
displayed together.”
Ortega Forest resident Lynn McClow, Exhibition Chair
for JAG, explained that the funds raised from the silent
auction and the canned goods from the CAN DO project
go to the food drive and the highest bidder for each can at
the silent auction then takes home the artwork.

Terry Woodlief

Trey Csar, president of Jacksonville Public Education Fund, Misty Allen, Jennifer Norton and
Missy Peters, Community Affairs Director of Community First Cares Foundation

Three local teachers were surprise recipients
of Innovation Grants of $500 each, sponsored by
Community First Cares Foundation. Misty Allen
and Jennifer Norton, teachers at John N.C. Stockton
Elementary School, and Terry Woodlief, art teacher at
Central Riverside Elementary School, were among 46
Duval County teachers who had applied for the grants
with project proposals based on creativity and hands-on
learning to raise student achievement. In all, 10 grants
were awarded. All grant winners will go on to compete
for the $1,000 Community First Innovation Prize,
which is presented at the 2016 EDDY Awards Gala and

This Season We are Grateful for
Our Patients and Their Families
...and to show our appreciation we are having a contest!

Ceremony planned for Saturday, March 12, 2016.
Allen’s grant will be used for a hands-on science
lesson for third to fifth grade students from the Science
Box, while Norton will use her grant for individual
subscriptions to Time for Kids weekly magazine.
Woodlief has 75 fifth graders who are creating Class of
2016 Centennial Celebration Self Portrait Tiles, which
will be installed as back splashes surrounding three
water fountains in the school’s main hallway.
Additionally, one teacher was awarded an extra
$150 from the PowerUP Jax’s Lightning Round
contest on Facebook.

We’ve got you
covered!
Open days, evenings and weekends.

Let us know what you
are grateful for (post on

• Hourly drop-in childcare
• Preschool education programs
• School age activities
• Fun private parties
• Back-up care

Facebook or email us) and we will
enter them into a drawing to win a
$100 gift certificate to Publix for a
great Thanksgiving meal.

Fantastic Fall Deal:

A family favorite
for over 20 years.

www.kidspark.com

(904) 423-1377

Conveniently Located in the
Roosevelt Square Shopping Center

4495 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 111

kids1dentistry.com

Most insurances and care credit accepted

*Restrictions apply.
Must be a patient
of record to enter.

Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

50% off

Family Registration ($12.50 value)
No cash value. Expires 12/1/15.

License# C04DU0724

License# C04DU0978

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.
904.387.8602

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd. #111
904.683.4554

obrothersirishpub.com
Plan and Reserve
your Holiday Party
with the most Festive
party place in Five Points
1521 Margaret Street • Jacksonville Florida 32204
In Historic 5-points • 904-854-9300
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Students serve poor and vulnerable

Lindsay Dobrie (seated) and Hannah Papp color with girls at Episcopal
Children’s Services, another venue at which students from Bishop John J. Snyder
school do good works.

Sam Dulka and his buddy take a break from coloring to smile at the camera.

Marcela Maldonado, Grace Hejmanowski and Christine Tran pose with Special
Olympic bowling competitors.

Projects to serve the poor and the
vulnerable are the focus for 35 students in
the St. Vincent de Paul Society chapter at
Bishop John J. Snyder High School. Seniors
such as Sarah Hejmanowski, who is very
active in the Buddies with Disabilities
project, and Matthew Huling, active in the
Ronald McDonald House dinner ministry
for the past couple years, spend time each
month in service. Hejmanowski, along with
others in the group, visit residents at the
Jammes Group Home for mentally disabled
adults each month and also help with
Special Olympics. Sophomore Sam Dulka
is assisting the society with a ministry at
Hubbard House, doing arts and crafts with
children at the safe house for abused women
and children.
In October, the students sold Halloween
CandyGrams to pay for turkeys for the
Thanksgiving baskets the school puts
together by homerooms. Each year they try
to raise funds to feed more families than
the previous year. In January the society
conducts a food drive at the school for the
Catholic Charities food pantry.
The students also reach outside the
immediate area. Joy Pichardo, director of
campus ministry, is planning a summer
mission trip to New Orleans under Catholic
Heart Workcamp while also managing the
Jacksonville-based camp which welcomes
250 teens from around the country to
Jacksonville. Senior Catie Ferrari went on a
mission trip to Greensboro, North Carolina,
while junior Courtney Cowman has been to
two such trips in Jacksonville.
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Preschoolers learn safety
from local firefighters

Preschool teachers Rachael Burke (left) and Gretchen Benton (right)
bracket their four-year-old students at St. John’s Presbyterian
Kindergarten & Preschool during an Oct. 2 visit to Fire Station 14 right
across the street. The classes were studying about community helpers
and learned about safety and firefighters’ roles in the community.

Marie Allmand gets a lesson in using a fire hose from Firefighter Blake,
Station 14, who came to Child’s Day Out (CDO) to display the fire truck
and to show the children how they are an integral part of safety in the
community. “It is important for our children to recognize the function the
fire department plays in our community and the role they play to ensure
they protect us as citizens,” said Cindy Lawrence, CDO Director.

The Best Investment

The best investment money can buy isn’t about money. A great education
not only opens students’ eyes and minds; it opens doors to their future.

Located in Orange Park, FL • Pre-K3 to Grade 12 • (904) 264-9572 • sjcds.net
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Everyone loves a parade, great cast of characters
It was a parade of characters all right –
favorite book characters, that is! Each year
students at Fishweir Elementary School
dress up in costume as a character from
a beloved book and parade not once, but
twice around the school corridors. The
event culminates a week for Duval County
Public Schools in celebration of reading,

beginning with Celebrity Reading Day,
followed by a Family Reading Day and
Book Fair. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Zone
4’s Assistant Chief Larry Gayle was the
celebrity reader at Fishweir, where he also
spoke about being a police officer and the
importance of learning to read and write,
and of staying in school.
Elena Ferri, Kaylee Hoover, Samuel Steen, Ruby Malinis, Baylee Watson,
Kha’mari Sanders, Julie Rivera, James Miller, Jasmine Zimmerman,
Aiya Forbes on stage for the annual Fishweir Literary Parade.

Donya Marshall reads to Evan Woolvin

Michael Lawson read “Bad Kitty” to first grade son
Caiden

Dressed as book characters for the annual Fishweir Elementary
Literary Parade are Sophia Butler, Savannah Nye, and Naya
Claudio, hugging Lily Hardaker.

Sawyer Jackson and Aidan McFall, both
first grade students, display some of
their favorite books.

Fishweir teachers Khristinia Olson
and Dawn Jansson.

Alexis Madrid reads “The Worst Helper
Ever” to sons Ezra, 7, and Cairo, 5.

Assistant Chief Larry Gale, Zone 4, assists the Fishweir news team, reading
after the morning announcements.

Joann Smith read to (clockwise from front) Emma Madison, Sayla
Cassiedy, Renee Vega, Sonya Demps (Kindergarten teacher), Miangely
Alvarez-Serrano, and Natalee Gregorio.

Brittany Romanello read “Marley & Me”
to second grade daughter Ava during
the lunch hour picnic in the courtyard at
Fishweir Elementary School.
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Students contributes 1,010
Sixth grade students
learn to grow by serving volunteer hours in one day
Project Leads, a program developed for
sixth graders at Riverside Presbyterian
Day School, provides students with a
chance to grow personally and in the
group as a servant of God, reaching into
the community to show someone the love
of Christ.
The program began early in September
with an overnight trip to Southwind, a
camp not too far away and while there
the students were charged with doing
something to help others.
The theme this year, based on Matthew
25:40, is “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.’”
During two days in October the group

Will Moore and Adam Lynch pick
up trash at MaliVai Washington
Foundation

spent over 350 hours helping 11 agencies
all within six miles of the school: Catholic
Charities, Feeding NE Florida Food
Bank, Downtown Ecumenical Services
Council, Presbyterian Social Services,
Family Promise, Sanctuary on 8th Street,
City Rescue Mission, MaliVai Washington
Kids Foundation, St. Catherine’s Episcopal
Church Food Pantry and Day Care Center,
and I.M. Sulzbacher Center.
Their service will continue at school
in November as the sixth graders serve
as patrols, kindergarten aides, chapel
guides and library helpers. From
December through January they will
begin volunteering their after school time
to go and serve in many of the off-campus
nonprofits.

Maria Conners and Francesca Borghese sort and catalog some of
2,000 books recently donated to Catholic Charities

Emma-Sophie Althuis Mary Verlander, Leslie Prohaska, Lilly Moore, Miller
Lockwood, Lyman Starmer, Grady Gillam, Mike Sullivan, Adam Lynch,
Patrick Green, Evan Gilman, Will Moore, Gabe Clark teamed up to clean up
the yard at a Family Promise interim home in the Arlington area.

Will Crowe packs food at
Catholic Charities to give to
families in need

Front: Hannah Reese, Sarah Schemer, April Kirk, Brooke Arnett, Lizzy Haizlip; back: Pam Ayres
(faculty), Hagan White, Jenny Pack, Yasmin Mercado, Gabi Pass, Lillian Dinkins designed and
painted wooden hearts and pumpkins that will be used for fundraising for Sanctuary on 8th Street.

The entire St. Johns Country Day
School Upper School student body
spent a day volunteering at several
non-profit organizations around
Jacksonville, Green Cove Springs,
Orange Park, Middleburg, and Penney
Farms, totaling 1,010 volunteer hours in
one day.
With anticipation and enthusiasm
on Sept. 25, the students volunteered
their time, skill, labor, and commitment
to make things better for those in need
at Feeding Northeast Florida, I.M.
Sulzbacher Center, Food Pantry of
Green Cove Springs, The Clothes Closet
and Food Pantry, Lighthouse Learning
Center, P.E.T. (Personal Energy
Transport) Project, Institute of Worship
Studies, Habitat for Humanity of Clay
County, Quigley House, SAFE Animal
Shelter, Sanctuary on 8th, Clay County
Dental Clinic, Westminister Woods,
Ronald McDonald House, and Clay
Humane Society.
Upon their return to campus, the
students shared exciting stories of
what they had experienced during
the day. “We have had several very
positive responses and resounding

“thank yous” from the organizations at
which the students volunteered, said
Upper School Service Coordinator
Heather Velasco, of Lakeshore. “All of
the students did a great job. They were
grateful for the opportunity to give
back to the community and to help
the less fortunate.”
The projects included sorting and
packing 5,354 pounds of food (3,629
meals) for the homeless; making
1,000 purple ribbons for domestic
violence awareness; moving 8,500
books to their new location across
the river; sorting 40-plus doors,
windows, and mystery tools, as well
as folding hundreds of flyers; cleaning
several outdoor kennels and cuddling
kittens in need of attention and love;
sorting and folding many bags of
clothing; designing and painting two
murals; donating 35 bags of pet food;
painting four benches for patients
and families to sit on while waiting
for the dentist; providing 77 hands-on
STEAM learning activities for Grades
2 and 3 students; removing trash, as
well as completing several outdoor
beautification projects.

Celebrating Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Thank you to our neighborhood
friends for our success!

Gift Cards Available!

Lunch SpeciaLS

• Monday Trivia Night 7pm

• 2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
• Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad
& Beverage $5.99
• Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

• Happy Hour 2-7pm Daily

View Full Menu & Order Online nOw

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

HOURS:

Mon.-Sat. 10-11 & Sun. 11-9

Catering Available

alepiehouse.com
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Garden camps offered for budding gardeners
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
The Women’s Garden Club of
Jacksonville is planting a special kind of
seed, hoping to grow budding gardeners to
keep vitality in the organization.
When the Youth Gardening program
was established five years ago, Master
Gardener Aline Clement found early
success partnering with a local Girl Scout
troop to offer classes in horticulture and
floral design.
“Unfortunately, the girls’ interest in
both Scouting and gardening waned
last year and as the troop membership
dropped significantly, the Scout leader
and I decided it was best to redirect our
efforts to a different group of children,”
said Clement, the club’s Youth Gardening
Chair. “I wanted to offer something
that would be an outreach to the youth
of our community, and also wanted to
offer a program our members could
take advantage of for their children and
grandchildren.”
Clement and other Garden Club
members brainstormed to come up with
Budding Gardeners’ Gardening Camps.
“We’ve targeted children in grades
1-6 for this program. To test the waters
we have set up three gardening camps
between now and the end of our year in
May, each with a different educational
theme,” Clement said. “We believe that by
nurturing a child’s natural curiosity about

Clare Migliaro shows off her salad garden.

nature and love of gardening, we help
create gardeners for life – and perhaps
future Garden Club members!”
The first camp, “Lettuce Plant a Salad,”
was held last month. Participants planted
seeds and seedlings to grow edible salad
plants in four to five weeks in a large bowl,
which they decorated and took home. The
next camp, “Our Fine Feathered Friends,”
will be held Saturday, Feb. 6, 2016 and

Cordelia Kahler, Jude Boger with grandmother Jay Hester, Garden Club 1st vice president

campers will learn how to use binoculars,
make a suet cake, gather nesting materials,
and make a bird-themed craft.
The final event, “To Mom, With Love,”
is planned for Saturday, May 7, 2016, when
campers will learn about the life cycle of
butterflies and how to attract them to their
yards. They will create a lovely floral gift to
give to someone they love on Mother’s Day.
The camps are free, but advance

registration is required because there is a
limit of 20 campers, and the club needs to
know the number of attendees in order to
purchase supplies. All camps will be held
from 10 a.m. to noon in the Club Room
behind the Garden Club of Jacksonville
at 1005 Riverside Avenue. Register by
calling (904) 251-3353 or (904) 355-4224,
or email Clement at alineoclement@
comcast.net.

Camp Dates:

REGISTER NOW!!!

NOV 11th, 25th, 30th
DEC 21-23
& 28-30

FOR
FOR FALL
FALL CLASSES!!
CLASSES!! SPACES
SPACES FILLING
FILLING FAST!!
FAST!!

Jacksonville’s
Premier Preschool
Program

Fun
Birthday
Parties!
Call for details

388-5533

(CORNER OF BLANDING & SHIRLEY)

