
PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
STUART FL

PERMIT NO 785

In homes by March 5th, 2016

Fiercely Local News ... Fiercely Loyal Readers March 2016, Vol. 9,  Issue 3www.ResidentNews.net

San Jose  —  San Marco  —  St. Nicholas

Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News

Heart-stealing, show-stopping models 
help raise funds for their school
Students from North Florida School of Special Education Luke Steinkamp, Alanna 
Elizondo, Ali Reid and Reed Veres stole the show, along with hearts, as models for the 
annual Heart of the Runway Fashion Show and Luncheon. Read more, page 27

San Marco teens 
tickle the ivories

Jacob Skiles, Grade 12, and Emma Webber, Grade 
11, placed first in their grade levels to qualify for the 
finals in the Douglas Anderson School of the Arts 
Piano Sonata Marathon on Feb. 5, where Skiles won 
first place for Grade 12.

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

When Baptist Health Properties 
Inc. purchased the warehouse 
at 1316 San Marco Boulevard, it 
acquired the final piece of the real-
estate puzzle that will enable it to 
build a new state-of-the-art facility 
for its MD Anderson Cancer Center. 

On Feb. 12, Baptist closed on the 
property across from Kitchen on 
San Marco and its own Jacksonville 
Orthopedic Institute Feb. 12, said 
Cord Butler of The Cordell Group, 
who handled the sale. Previously 
owned by Gladys N. Cacerio, the 
property had been on and off the 
market since 2006, said Butler.

The 10,350 square-foot 
warehouse sits on slightly less than 
half an acre, Butler said. The parcel 
is the last corner of a patchwork 
quilt of properties Baptist has acquired 
over two city blocks bordered by Gary Street, Palm Avenue, 
Children’s Way and San Marco Boulevard. 

On April 17, 2015, Baptist Health signed a partnership 
agreement with the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in order to transform oncology care in Northeast Florida 
and Southeast Georgia. Six months later, on Oct. 17, 2015, Baptist 
Health opened the new Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center 
in what was formerly Baptist’s Outpatient Center on San Marco 
Boulevard. The center is a one-stop shop for cancer care providing 
patients and their families services in medical oncology, radiation 
oncology, surgery, pathology, laboratory, diagnostic imaging, 

infusion and other support clinical services under one roof.
At the end of an Oct. 17 press conference to officially open 

the new cancer center, Baptist Health CEO Hugh Greene said 
Baptist had purchased most of the land comprising two city blocks 
across the street on San Marco Boulevard. At that time, only the 
warehouse was not under Baptist Health’s control.

Plans for the new facility are currently in the permitting and 
design phase. Once the proposed Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) is approved by the city, construction is expected to begin 
soon after, perhaps as early as this summer. The anticipated 
opening of the new building is slated for early 2018, Greene said at 

Baptist secures final parcel 
necessary for new cancer center

The warehouse at 1316 San Marco Boulevard has been purchased by Baptist Health Properties Inc.

continued on page 4

Commendable effort to aid American Icon
Thanks to Dr. Susan Shelton and 

her hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
(HOT) chamber, an American bald 
eagle may live to hunt another day.

Venus, named after the goddess of 
love because she was discovered on 
Valentine’s Day, was found lying on 
the side of a road in Palm Valley, said 
Sandy Golding of St. Francis Animal 
Hospital in San Marco. Veterinarians 
determined that neither her spine 

nor her legs were broken.
Venus traveled from B.E.A.K.S., 

an emergency rescue center for 
birds, to San Marco for treatment 
in Saint Francis Animal Hospital’s 
HOT chamber. B.E.A.K.S. is 
hopeful that hyperbaric treatment 
will help the eagle walk again 
by reducing inflammation and 
promoting healing from her injury, 
said Golding.

Venus is treated in the hyperbaric oxygen chamber 
at Saint Francis Animal Hospital in San Marco.

St. Vincent’s celebrated in style as 
the Foundation invited donors to the 
Marriott Southpoint Jacksonville for a big 
anniversary. See more photos page 22.

Big Ball for 100 
Year Anniversary

Dr. Gavan Duffy and Orla Duffy with Rayhana Goll 
and Dr. Chris Goll

Getting groovy
for Greenscape

Get Groovy, Get Dirty was the 1960s 
theme of the 9th Annual Root Ball, 
presented by The Late Bloomers Garden 
Club, and sponsored by Greenscape 
of Jacksonville. Held Feb. 19 at WJCT 
Studios, over 250 guests arrived garbed 
in their hippy best to support peace, love 
and trees, dancing the night away with 
the Twist, the Bump, the Shag and the 
Mashed Potato.

“Once again, the Late Bloomers Garden 
Club outdid themselves. No detail was 
spared in taking guests back in time to 
the era that they dubbed Peace, Love and 
Trees,” said Anna Dooley, Greenscape 
executive director. “Producing the 9th 
Annual Root Ball to benefit Greenscape 
of Jacksonville is a great gift to all of 
Jacksonville. The funds raised are devoted 
to Greenscape’s mission to plant, protect 
and promote trees in our great city.”

Anna Dooley, Neely Towe, Leslie Pierpont, 
Jane Walker
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2175 KINGSWOOD RD
5/3/1-2,474 sqft. Move fast on this newly renovated 
5 bedroom 3.5 bath home nestled in ‘’Kingswood 
Terrace’’. Built in 2007, this two-story property with 
an open floor plan features a spacious living room/
dining room combo.

2827 RIDGEFIELD CT - $625,000
4/3/1-4,655 sqft. Enjoy living in this beautiful tudor 
style home in a gorgeous established neighborhood 
lushly filled with mature trees and custom homes. 
Great room features fireplace, built in book shelves 
& high ceiling w/wood beams.

5330 LIBERTY LAKE DR SOuTh
3/3-2,591 sqft. SOLD by Lisa Nguyen. Beautiful, 
move in ready home with spectacular water views 
and heated in-ground pool. This home has an open 
floor plan with separated master suite. Interior 
features new carpet and fresh paint.

6933 ALMOuRS DR - $500,000
3/2/1-2,932 sqft. Location is everything. Charming 
San Jose home located in one of the most sought 
after established neighborhoods in Jacksonville. 
Serenity and tranquility best describe this 3 
bedroom/2.5 bath brick home.

1431 NORThWOOD RD
3/2/1-2,078 sqft. SOLD by Lynne Ferguson. 
Motivated Seller! Lovely traditional all brick two 
story home on desirable street just minutes from San 
Marco Square. This home boasts gorgeous original 
hardwood floors throughout.

1025 ORIENTAL GARDENS RD - $800,000
4/4/1-4,168 sqft. Great opportunity for large or 
growing family to move into the San Marco area. 
This well-maintained one owner home boasts 
spacious living areas ideal for entertaining, 
hardwood floors throughout and split bedrooms.

5038 PARADISE POND LN - $535,000
3/2-2,047 sqft. Truly a Model Home! Beautiful 1st 
story Condo comes with attached 2 car Garage. 
Open floor plan, spacious bedrooms, and hardwood 
floors flow throughout. Open & Gorgeous Kitchen 
features granite countertops.

10734 WAVERLEY BLuFF WAY - $1.55MM
4/4-3,998 sqft. TRULY A MODEL HOME! Beautiful 
custom-built 2-story home with pool.3-car garage 
with abundance of storage and work space area. 
Hardwood and Tile floors flow throughout. Enjoy 
Panoramic views.

3931 ALCAZAR AVE - $447,500
3/2/1-2,297 sqft. Absolutely charming and adorable! 
Original hardwood floors flow throughout. Beautiful 
renovated Kitchen features stainless steel appliances, 
cooking island with gas range, and gorgeous 
granite countertops.

2326 MILLER OAKS DR SOuTh - $350,000
5/3/1-3,598 sqft. Beautiful All Brick Ranch in 
established neighborhood of San Jose! Walk inside 
this Perfect Family Home and make it your own. 
Covered front porch features beautiful glass double 
door entrance.

1431 RIVERPLACE 1602 - $299,900
2/2-1,151 sqft. Elegantly decorated 2 bedroom, 
2 bathroom condo in one of the most amazing 
buildings in Jacksonville which overlooks the St 
Johns River. Grass cloth walls in the living & dining 
rooms, wood and tile floors throughout.

1431 RIVERPLACE 1405 - $539,900
2/2/1-2,123 sqft. Incredible view!! Unprecedented 
upgrades!! This B2 floor plan has it all. Private 
elevator entrance and wood flooring. Large living 
and dining area with wrap balcony to take in the 
amazing views day and night.

5036 TAYLOR CREEK DR - $279,900
4/3-2,375 sqft. Tropical Paradise awaits you in this 
Full Brick Mandarin Home on over 1/2 acre. Highly 
sought after Community w/ tree lined roadways 
tucked away in the Heart of Mandarin. Relax and 
enjoy the privacy.

8448 WEST LYNDA SuE - $205,000
4/2/1-2,176 sqft. Wonderful San Jose home close to 
San Jose Country Club, Jewish Community Center, 
& The Bolles School. This 4 bedroom & 2 1/2 bath 
house has a spacious kitchen with a breakfast bar 
that would sit 4 or 5.

6159 FORDhAM CIR EAST - $119,900
3/1-1,338 sqft. Awesome Affordable home in 
San Jose! This well cared for home is in a super 
convenient location with 2 grocery stores, multiple 
restaurants, multiple pharmacies, LA Fitness, TJ Max, 
and Bells Outlet all minutes away!

12045 MASSIVE OAKS CT - $400,000
5/4-2,584 sqft. How would you like coming home 
to an instant vacation getaway? Driving through an 
oak tree lined roads will instantly set the tranquil 
mood after a long day at the office. This home has a 
beautiful yard.

SOLD

SOLD SOLD
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HISTORIC TREASURE 
•  4,640 Sq. Ft.
•  Completely renovated 
•  High ceilings 
•  Private backyard 
•  Walk to A-rated Hendricks Ave. 

Elementary 
$1,195,000

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Visit me at 1983 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL

AnitaVining.com

Selling the Best 
of Jacksonville...

RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT

San Marco
SPACIOUS CHARMER 

•  4 beds/4.5 baths/4,168 Sq. Ft.
•  Hardwood floors throughout
•  Large closets  
•  Expansive patio space 
•  Park like setting

$800,000

San Marco

TRADITIONAL  
ESCAPE 

•  4 beds/3.5 baths/4,655 Sq. Ft.
•  Vaulted ceilings 
•  Spacious living areas
•  Hardwood floors 
•  Rear entry garage 

$625,000

BeaucLerc
CONVENIENT  

LUXURY
•  3 beds/2 baths/2,047 Sq. Ft.
•  Ground level condo
•  First class amenities 
•  Great shopping and restaurants nearby
•  Expansive river views

$535,000

oLd San JoSe

opuLent ponte Vedra Beach oceanFront hoMe 
Be hypnotized by 210 feet of luxurious oceanfront. This 7,770 square foot home is airy and spacious. 

All living areas showcase panoramic views of the ocean.  
Watch the sunrise every day while relaxing around the brand new infinity pool. 

$5,250,000

Proud  
Supporter of:

Dear Seth and Pam,
After seeing the beautiful articles complete with photos on my mother-in-law’s life 

[Hazel Monsky Wolfson], I simply had to write to you to express our gratitude.
At this time, Hazel’s 95 years seem short, although we definitely know how blessed 

our family has been. The tribute by Lorrie DeFrank was well-written and captured 
much of Hazel’s life and demeanor. Hazel and Saul would be so honored to know you 
felt them news-worthy for such coverage.

Thank you again for having the vision to have a paper like The Resident. Where else 
can one read about a barred owl, our river, the efforts of children, personal causes, 
road work, or the life of a 95-year-old who lived, shopped, and enjoyed San Marco for 
most of her life.

We sincerely appreciate all of you at The Resident.
– Karen and Don Wolfson

Letter to the Publisher

Custom  Building - Remodeling
Celebrating 54 Years as 

Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom Builder 

& Remodeler
CBC026189

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!
Residential & Commercial

This morning I took a brisk hour and a half walk on the Southbank Riverwalk. I 
parked in the section adjunct to the Riverwalk where I had parked for years. I was 
surprised when I returned to my car that I had a warning sticker on the windshield. 
I was told that in the future I was supposed to make arrangements for a pass in order 
to park there.  

I called the number on the warning and spoke with Sherrie. She explained that her 
company, EBC Parking, had bought the parking spots from the city in September. I 
would have to pay $5 in the future to park in that section. She indicated she did not 
know any spots in the area where you could park for free.

So the city uses our tax dollars to improve the Riverwalk and then makes it difficult 
for citizens to use it. I shouldn’t be surprised, should I?

– Bill Dunford, Monclair

The Resident attempted to contact EBC Parking but the listed number is no longer 
in service. District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer is in the process of reviewing parking 
lot leases with the goal of requiring a certain number of spaces be available for the 
general public, although not necessarily free. The lot in question is adjacent to the 
Chart House, which leases a portion of that lot for its customers.

Letters to the Editor
Riverwalk user takes exception to parking fee

Reader weighs in on graffiti story
I was so disappointed in reading Marcia Hodgson’s article regarding the horrible 

graffiti on the river access at the end of Inwood Terrace.
Several years ago I read an article in the Bishop Kenny newspaper about what 

the writer called “San Marco Beach.” I asked my grandson, who attended Bishop 
Kenny at that time, to find out where it was. I visited it one day and was amazed at 
the beautiful sayings and words of wisdom that were penned on the concrete walls. 
It gave me great hope for the kids of today, and I even took my whole family there so 
that they could experience it.

I even returned several times with a bag to clean up the trash since there was no 
trashcan available at the site.

How sad that, what only a few years ago was heartwarming, has turned into such 
an eyesore and problem for the neighbors.

Kudos to the neighbor who so graciously pressure-washed the fence and talked 
with the parents of kids he discovered were responsible for some of the graffiti. 
I would suggest that those kids not only pay for the paint, but do the painting 
themselves with his supervision.

I do believe that Lori Boyer’s suggestion that a gate being opened only in daylight 
hours, together with a trash can and possibly a city bench, is very reasonable and 
could solve the problem.

Thank you again for all the wonderful articles that The Resident consistently gives us.
– Karen S. Cogburn, San Marco

Nominations sought for annual 
Keep Jacksonville Beautiful awards

Keep Jacksonville Beautiful and the City 
of Jacksonville are accepting nominations 
for the 11th Annual Keep Jacksonville 
Beautiful Awards through March 11. The 
awards showcase individuals, businesses, 
organizations and schools that are making 
strides to keep the city clean. 

The awards will be presented at the Keep 
Jacksonville Beautiful Friend Raiser April 1 
at City Hall, 117 W. Duval St.

Applications for the Keep Jacksonville 
Beautiful Awards may be downloaded from 
the City of Jacksonville’s website at www.coj.
net, keywords “Keep Jacksonville Beautiful.” 
An application may also be requested by 

email from Dan Durbec at ddurbec@coj.
net.

Applicants will be judged in three areas 
and should demonstrate that they have 
made outstanding and ongoing efforts in 
(1) beautification, (2) litter prevention, or 
(3) litter cleanup in Duval County.  

Applicants must submit a completed 
application including a summary of 
their achievements and any supporting 
documentation no later than Friday, March 
11, to Dan Durbec at ddurbec@coj.net 
or mail to Keep Jacksonville Beautiful, 
Attention: Dan Durbec, 1321 Eastport 
Road, Jacksonville, FL 32218.
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San Jose Elementary targeted 
for STEM lab, thanks to grant
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Thanks to a $1.2 million competitive 
School Improvement Grant (SIG) 
awarded to Duval County Public Schools 
by the U.S. Department of Education, 
San Jose Elementary School will be 
one of 11 Title 1 elementary schools in 
the district to receive state-of-the-art 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) labs.

“We’re excited for the opportunity to 
have a hands-on lab in an elementary 
setting,” said Paula Smith, principal at 
San Jose Elementary School. “Our third, 
fourth and fifth grade students will be 
able to conduct full investigative labs 
with the anticipated equipment and truly 
conduct multiple trials and experiments 
as real scientists do.” 

“This grant allows us to bring 
collaborative, hands-on, project-based 
science and technology learning to 
some of our highest-need students at 
the elementary level,” said Dr. Nikolai 
Vitti, DCPS Superintendent, announcing 
the grant on Feb. 8 at the DCPS 
Administration Building.

“This is a major step forward of getting 
more exposure to our children in the 
STEM field, which is badly needed,” 
said Gary Chartrand, Northeast Florida 
Regional STEM2 Hub Board chair, at the 
press conference. 

About a year ago, Chartrand and a 
group of business leaders formed a STEM 
Hub in Jacksonville to analyze why the 

schools were not producing more STEM 
graduates and the city was not creating 
more STEM jobs. “We’re working hand 
in hand with the district to try to expose 
children to computer science curriculum, 
coding, afterschool programs like Math 
Counts, and robotics,” said Chartrand.

Similar SIG funds were used last year 
to implement STEM labs, produced 
by Pitsco Education, at nine lower 
performing middle schools. 

The Pitsco STEM lab includes student-
centered curriculum and activities that 
ignite inquiry, explains difficult concepts 
in simple terms, and encourages career 
exploration using lab tables and chairs, 
microscopes with tablets, probe ware, and 
science-based materials and supplies. To 
ensure the lab is maximized, educators 
will undergo professional development 
training on a curriculum that already 
satisfies a high percentage of Florida 
standards.

“The STEM lab will develop our 
students’ skill set to be able to collaborate 
and think critically about science themes 
at a deeper level,” Smith said. “The 
scientific process will be authentically 
conducted in our new lab and our 
students are bound to become more 
engaged in the level of rigor expected in 
our Florida standards.”

The other elementary schools targeted 
for the grant include Garden City, George 
Washington Carver, Long Branch, Love 
Grove, North Shore, Oceanway, Rufus 
Payne, S. P. Livingston, Stonewall Jackson 
and West Riverside.

Dr. Nikolai Vitti, Duval County Public Schools 
Superintendent, points to examples of STEM lab 
products to be used in 11 elementary schools.

Dr. Nikolai Vitti, Duval County Public Schools 
Superintendent, and Gary Chartrand, Northeast 
Florida Regional STEM2 Hub Board chair
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the October press conference.
In April 2015, Baptist bulldozed more 

than one bungalow along Palm Avenue and 
Children’s Way, and purchased the Dante 
Place home of Betty Benfield, which was 
taken down early last summer. 

In January, Baptist moved its Premier 
Open MRI facility to the duPont Center, 
a building it recently acquired on the 
Southbank near The District – Life Well 
Lived – Jacksonville. 

Also in January, Nemours’ Board granted 
an easement on land behind its bulkhead to 
the city.  City officials have been negotiating 
with Baptist about including a multi-use 
pedestrian-bicycle path within the PUD, 
which will become part of a bike-friendly 
loop through north San Marco. The 
easement will provide a safe access to a 
multi-use bicycle-pedestrian bridge the 
Florida Department of Transportation 
plans to build spanning the St. Johns River 
adjacent to the Fuller Warren Bridge. It 
could also connect the bicycle-pedestrian 
path alongside the Baptist property facing 
Children’s Way and Nira Street to the 
railroad tracks and subsequently over to The 
District – Life Well Lived – Jacksonville and 
the Southbank Riverwalk, said San Marco 
Preservation Society President Andrew 
Dickson, who has had a peek at the PUD 
application.

 Baptist’s proposed PUD is an expansion of 
the existing Planned Unit Development and 
calls for an additional 5.5 acres, which will 
include a soon-to-be-built cancer hospital 
on the west side of San Marco Boulevard, 

Cancer center
continued from page 1

said Nicole Thomas, Senior Vice President 
of Specialty Services for Baptist Health. 
The design of the new building is currently 
underway, she said.

The new structure will be a comprehensive 
cancer treatment center that includes 
medical offices, laboratories, clinics, research 
and support services, infusion treatment, 
integrative care, diagnostic imaging, radiation 
oncology, pathology, pharmacy, and may also 
include urgent care for patients, Thomas said.

“The exact square footage of the new 
cancer center is still to be evaluated,” Thomas 
said. “However, as is consistent with the 
surrounding development, the maximum 
height of the building will be up to 12 stories.”

While the PUD calls for total development 
of 705,000 square feet, this includes 200,000 
square feet of existing space for the current 
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center and 
the Reid Medical Office Building, she said, 
adding that the size of the new building is 
still being determined.

“We are hopeful we will be able to start 
construction on this leading-edge cancer 
facility this summer,” Thomas said. “We 
are committed to integrating with and 
enhancing the special character of the 
surrounding San Marco community.”

San Marco Preservation Society member 
Mary Toomey, Dickson and SMPS 
President-elect LeAnna Cumber had the 
opportunity to sit down with Baptist officials 
to discuss the development. So far, they like 
what they see, said Toomey, adding no one at 
SMPS has had time to thoroughly study the 
daunting 528-page document. 

Of concern to San Marco Preservation 
Society members is parking, building 
aesthetics and the creation of a leafy 
streetscape on Nira Street, said Dickson, 
noting in the plans is an additional parking 
garage on the east side of the existing MD 
Anderson Cancer Center and Orthopedics 
Institute, facing Nira Street. Included on 
the hospital campus on the west side of San 
Marco will be at least one parking structure, 
said Toomey. The Preservation Society plans 
to schedule a public meeting to discuss the 
PUD in late March or early April, she said.

“Baptist has always been a good 
corporate citizen. I always feel Baptist 
makes an effort to make their buildings 
aesthetically pleasing, and we believe 
this project will follow their history,” 
Toomey said. “The hospital is a great 
asset for the city of Jacksonville,” she 
said. “San Marco Preservation Society 
will review the PUD and make sure that 
it fits into the neighborhood. It’s part of 
San Marco, and we want to make sure if 
fits into our community.”

EveryonE Agrees.
North Florida’s #1 Diner.

Void Magazine • Folio Weekly • Florida Times Union

Serving
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Huevos
Rancheros

Sunday – Thursday • 6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday • 6:30 am to 8:30 pm
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Baptist MRI facility moves to the Southbank
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

As it prepares to build a new facility for 
the MD Anderson Cancer Center across 
from Nemours Children’s Specialty Care in 
San Marco, Baptist Medical Center moved 
its Premier Open MRI to a new location less 
than a mile away from 916 Dante Place. 

The MRI facility was moved on Jan. 4 
to the duPont Center, two office buildings 
with ample parking on the Southbank, at 
1660 Prudential Drive, Suite 102.

Baptist purchased the duPont Center 
buildings in June for $16 million. The 
multi-tenant office buildings comprise a 
total of 160,000 square feet of space and 

are 89 percent leased.  
About 3,000 square feet of space was 

customized to accommodate the MRI 
suite by Infinity Design Builders Inc. This 
specialized renovation cost approximately 
$600,000, said Deborah Anne Circelli, a 
spokesperson for Baptist. 

Patients in the newly renovated suite are 
being treated with the same state-of-the-
art equipment that was used at Premier on 
Dante Place – the Hitachi Oasis XP High-
Field Open MRI, which has about three 
times more room than a traditional enclosed 
MRI. This MRI provides “uncompromised 
image quality” without sacrificing patient 
comfort and is one of the only true, high-
field open MRIs in the region, she said.

 “Patients will notice a number of 
improvements, including an open floor 
plan in a newer facility with natural light 
and wider doorways,” said Robert Perez, 
director of Imaging and Pulmonary 
Services, Baptist Medical Center. “People 
who have a tendency to feel claustrophobic 
will be able to look out a full wall of 
windows in the imaging room, which 
adds to the calming atmosphere. Other 
amenities include wireless Internet, 
beverages, private dressing rooms and 
high-definition television. A comfortable 
and spacious waiting area is available for 
families to accompany patients during 
their scans.”

Baptist also plans to install a 

rheumatology office at the same location. In 
July the city approved a permit for Adams 
Interior Contractors to renovate 8,000 
square feet of space at a cost of $450,000.

Meanwhile, the timing of site 
development on several parcels the 
medical center owns between Palm 
Avenue, San Marco Boulevard, Gary 
Street and Children’s Way depends on 
the city’s approval process, said Circelli. 
Baptist Health intended to submit its 
application in the approval cycle in mid-
February, which will put it on track to start 
preparing the site for construction in the 
June/July timeframe, she said.

At press time, no architectural 
renderings were available. 

Amy Powell
904.327.3933

amy@amypowell.com

Anne Burpee Rain
904.472.9809

abrain4@gmail.com

www.ColdwellBankerPreviews.com • Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

4200 Ortega Forest Drive • $2,595,000
8496 SF • 133 Ft. Bulkheaded Riverfront on 1.21 Acres
29 Ft. Lift Plus 70 Ft. Slip •5 Bedrooms • 5 Whole Baths

3 Half Baths • Swimming Pool • Pool Cabana
Approx 5000 SF. Exterior Porches
3 Car Garage Plus Golf Cart Garage

Another Fine Home Listed  
By Amy Powell & Anne Rain

River Road tree planting 
preserves urban forest

Just four from among 40 River Road area residents responded to the San Marco 
Preservation Society’s offer to plant free trees on the right of ways in front of their 
homes Feb. 6.

The planting event was part of the Jax Digs Trees initiative to improve the city’s tree 
canopy, which is sponsored through a GreenLeaf partnership between Greenscape and 
JEA. Several Bolles students joined San Marco Preservation Society President Andrew 
Dickson and JEA Urban Forester Joe Anderson in planting the trees.

Included among the species of trees planted were winged elm, crepe myrtles and live 
oaks, said Anderson. “In the urban forest we like to have diversity in species and age 
groups of the trees,” he said, adding that the urban forest was the “fastest growing type of 
forest” in the state of Florida.

Once the trees are planted, it is the homeowner’s responsibility to water and maintain 
them, Dickson said.

Bolles students Alexander McIntyre and 
Kevin Jin prepare to plant a tree on River 
Oaks Road Feb. 6.

Andrew Culver, JEA forester Joe Anderson, Grace Igel and Libby 
Levin planted trees along River Oaks Road in San Marco Feb. 6.



Watson San Marco Collection

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965

Vi e w  m o r e  o f  o u r  J a c k s o nv i l l e  P r o p e r t i e s  a t Wa t s o n R e a l t y Co r p. c o m 904.731.5800

Looking for move in ready? This is it! Beautifully finished, 
charming Avondale home boasting a garage apt, too. Main 
home offers 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, large living area with 
built-ins & fireplace; den/flex room, separate dining with bay 
window, 2 deep china closets, 2 doors opening to outdoor 
living area, adjacent to ample size kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, granite counters & deep pantry closet. Owner’s 
retreat on 1st Floor is spacious with a private completely 
renovated bath. Upstairs offers 2 bedrooms, 1 features a 
fireplace, and a full hall bath. Garage apartment kitchen is 
used an art studio, but is ready for kitchen, has a full bath & 
bedroom/living room. Detached 2 car garage, too! $689,000 
MLS# 796034 Butler/ Corbett Team 904-521-3288

$329,000
This large 6 bedroom split floor plan home has 
plenty of space and all rooms are large. Master 
bedroom has a TRIPLE walk in closet and updated 
master bathroom. One bedroom is connected to a 
full bath and could be used as a mother in law suite. 
Home is well maintained and has a large breakfast 
area adjacent to kitchen as well as a formal dining 
room. Extra large den has a wood burning fireplace 
and pocket doors, as does the formal dining room, so 
half the house can be closed off for peace and quiet. 
Very large windows throughout, with many built in 
features including an intercom system that needs 
repair. Roof was replaced in 2014. Walking distance 
to Dupont Middle School and about a mile to Bolles, 
Wolfson and San Jose Catholic School. 2 parks and 
Christopher Creek nearby. MLS # 813035 

Schedule your private showing today! 

Call the Dream Home Team Jax, 
904-309-2000 for more details!

Watson Executive Showcase

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965
800.257.5143 • Wa t s o n R e a l t y C o r p. c o m

This delightful ranch style house includes four bedrooms and 
two full bathrooms all on one floor. With a cozy fireplace and 
great entertaining space, it is sure to charm your friends and 
family. All who enter 1789 Mayfair Road will be impressed by 
the spacious living room and hardwood flooring throughout. 
This home has been well-loved and meticulously taken 
care of throughout the years, including a new paint job on 
the exterior. Don’t let this property pass you by! $180,000 
MLS# 813014 Laura Lander 904-673-2526

A great value Home in San Jose!!! Emaculate all Brick 
construction 4 BR 2BA located in most desirable San Jose 
in a quiet neighborhood. New Roof 2014, Parquet floors in 
Bedrooms, Tiles in Kitchen and Florida room. Separate Living 
room, Dining room, Family room and Florida room. Great 
home for entertaining. Move in condition. All appliances 
stay. Very conveniently located near Publix and private 
schools, Shopping areas and Park $229,000 MLS# 812522 
Anil Pathak 904-477-0629

Location! Concrete block & less than 2 mile bike ride to the 
beach, grocery store, dining & you can walk to schools. 
Beautifully updated home with an open floor plan offers 3 
spacious living areas! Updates/Features: New Roof Dec ‘15, 
2-New AC’s ‘12 & ‘15, Low Utility Bills, Newer Hardwood & 
Tile Floors, Updated Bathrooms, Granite Counters in Baths & 
Kitchen, New Appl’s ‘10 & ‘15, Designer Grade Lights & Fans, 
Tons of Windows, Arched Entryway to Dining Rm with Built-in 
Shelves, New Paver Patio & Fencing in Backyard. Open Kitchen 
design includes a breakfast bar & nook that flow to large 
Family Rm with built in’s & gas fireplace. 8’ French doors lead 
to NEW 600+SF Bonus Rm with awesome view of woods, 
hardwood floors & chandelier. Add to your Must See! $530,000 
MLS# 812548 Butler/ Corbett Team 904-521-3288

Check out this Mandarin Townhouse with three spacious 
bedrooms and beautiful screened in patio. The home is located 
in a beautiful community with access to a community pool. 
There are two full bathrooms upstairs along with a half-bath 
downstairs. Enjoy the wood-burning fireplace and all of the 
appliances, along with the washer/dryer are included in the 
sale of the home. The roof is approximately 10 years old and 
HVAC 4 years old. Termite bond is included in the HOA. Two 
parking spaces assigned to the town home. Water/sewer 
included in HOA dues. $134,000 MLS# 812982 904-731-5800

Check Beautiful 4 bedroom 3 full bath, single family home 
in a wonderful location close to schools and shopping. Home 
features high ceilings, covered screened patio, separate dining 
room, breakfast nook, fireplace in living room, wood floors, 
crown molding, 2 car garage and much more! $264,900 
MLS# 802128 904-731-5800

Exquisitely kept home in St. Nicholas on the cusp of San Marco. 
This move in ready home will surely impress. Beautiful curb 
appeal and large yard front and back, perfect for entertaining, 
relaxing, or the addition of a pool! Act fast before this amazing 
home slips away $69,900 MLS# 811757 904-731-5800

Traditional 2-story home! Relax on your master suite balcony 
to catch the river breeze! Walk down by the river to the 
community dock. Brick accent, paver driveway, enhanced 
landscaping for privacy, carriage style garage doors, & 
concrete tile roof. Upgrades: hardwood floors, deluxe master 
bath & gourmet kitchen, stainless Bosch appliances, granite 
counter tops, tile backsplash, 3-car garage!. Gated community 
with amenities: pool, fitness, dock, fire pit, party room. 
$678,000 MLS# 792567

How can we help you find your dream home?
www.wearewatson.com

For fifty years,  
our customers have 

allowed us to be  
a part of making  

their dream home  
a reality.Come witness the peace and quiet at this 2 bedroom 2 

and a half bath Townhouse in The Villages of Northwood. 
There is a bonus room that could be converted back into a 
third bedroom. Full bathroom features a walk-in shower for 
easy access, Sit and have your coffee and watch the great 
blue heron fishing patiently. This 2011 townhouse built 
by Ryland is move in ready! Community amenities include 
pool and children’s playground. $155,000 MLS#8 08344 
Call 904-731-5800 for more details

Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of waterfront property 
in Jacksonville, Florida! This almost full acre lot is located in 
Cedar Heights, adjacent to San Mateo. With over 100ft on 
the Broward River, you will live a life of relaxation here. Head 
down Cedar Bay road and pass by beautiful houses to get to 
you new piece of land. Build the home of your dreams! Add a 
dock and spend your evenings fishing or taking in the serene 
atmosphere. $150,000 MLS# 811624 Call 904-731-5800 
for more details
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Rabbi Lief and Rev Reese

PulPit SwaP
March 11 

and 13

Temple welcomes 
Hendricks Avenue  

Baptist Church  
to worship with the  

Friday Night Live Band

March 11 at 7 p.m.
Reverend Reese delivers sermon

HAB welcomes Temple

March 13 at 11 a.m. 
Rabbi Lief delivers sermon

8727 San Jose Boulevard • Jacksonville
(904) 733-7078 • TheTempleJacksonville.org

6135 ORTEGA 
FARMS BOULEVARD
One of a kind property of 4+ acres 

and 210' of frontage on the 
Ortega River with a two-story 
4 Br, 3.1 Ba brick Main House  
and a 3 Br, 2 Ba Guest House  
along with a covered lanai, 

saltwater pool and heated spa 
with dock. 

$895,000

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670, POnte Vedra BeaCh, Fl 32082
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Selling the Best of the First Coast Lifestyle

SpLEnDiD ORTEGA RiVERFROnT

South Shores residents brace for congestion, noise as JEA lays new sewer main

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Over the next seven months, 
South Shores residents may find their 
neighborhood noisy and congested as JEA 
installs a new sanitary sewer force main 
underneath the St. Johns River.

The new sewer line will extend from the 
north bank near EverBank Field to JEA’s 
sewer pump station on Utah Avenue in the 
South Shores neighborhood.

In a Feb. 4 meeting in the auditorium 
at Julia Landon College Preparatory 
School, Gregory Corcoran, JEA Manager 
of Community Involvement and Project 
Outreach, joined other project supervisors 
in outlining the sewer main project to 
approximately 20 residents. Speaking at the 
meeting were Tom Hamilton, JEA Project 
Engineer/Project Manager; Andrew Sears, 
JEA Senior Environmental Scientist; Fred 
Wagner, Director of Project Development 
from the Haskell Corporation; Jamey 
Wallace, PE, Engineer of Record with Jacobs 
Engineering; and Robert Bradley, Project 
Superintendent. Also attending the meeting 
was District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer.

During the meeting Corcoran showed 
a presentation outlining the scope of the 
project. Sanitary sewer force mains are a 
critical piece of JEA’s sewer collection system, 
said Corcoran, a St. Nicholas resident. The 
system is designed to transport high volumes 
of wastewater to one of 11 JEA wastewater 
treatment facilities, he said.

The existing sewer main is still in good 
shape and may last another 20 years, 
Corcoran said. The new sewer main will 
be used as a backup to the existing sewer 
main, which currently spans the St. Johns 
River 50 feet below the bottom of the river 
bed, Corcoran said. It will service 50,000 
households in San Marco, San Jose, St. 
Nicholas, Southside and the Southbank, 
he said.

 Through the $12 million project, JEA 
is “proactively” upgrading the sewer 
infrastructure, giving it the ability to use 
both the new and existing pipe and to 
allow it to be ready for future growth in 
the years ahead.

The existing sewer force main was 
constructed by the City of Jacksonville in the 
early 1970s, and the existing pipe currently 
transports more than 10 million gallons 
of waste water per day. The two pipes will 
be able to handle up to a peak flow of 16.7 
million gallons per day, he said. The new 

pipe is expected to be in service for at least 
40 to 50 years, he said.

The project will entail the installation 
of 4,200 linear feet (3/4 of a mile) of 42-
inch steel casing and 36-inch high density 
polyethylene or HDPE carrier pipe 50 feet 
under the river bed utilizing the horizontal 
directional drilling method of construction. 
This kind of drilling is a steerable, trenchless 
method of installing underground pipes 
and is often used when traditional digging 
or trenching is not practical to install a pipe, 
particularly under a river.

The project began Feb. 24, when employees 
from the Haskell Company and Michels 
Corporation, contractors hired by JEA, 
mobilized the equipment and manpower 
required to complete the installation. The 
pipe is scheduled to be delivered in late March 
with horizontal drilling beginning in early 
March. In late May, “pipe pull back” is slated 
to begin, creating an intense 24-hour per day 
construction cycle. JEA plans to have the bulk 
of the project complete in August with final 
completion scheduled for September, prior to 
the advent of the Jaguar’s football season. 

Two construction sites will be utilized – 
one on the Northbank at the west side of 
EverBank Field in Parking lots P and J, and 
the other at the Utah Avenue pump station 
in the South Shores neighborhood. 

During construction, the P, J and R 
parking areas near the sports complex, as 
well as sections of Adams Street, Duval 
Street, East Beaver Street and Franklin Street 
near the parking lots, will be closed until 
August 4. 

The closures will impact traffic flow, 

pedestrian access and the number of parking 
spaces available for events such as the Gate 
River Run, Armada and Sun’s Games and 
other concerts in the area. JEA intends to 
work closely with the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s 
Office and the city to seek alternatives. 
Ticket buyers and sports event patrons will 
be notified via email about changes in the 
parking plan or traffic patterns. Event alerts 
will be posted at www.jaxevents.com.

Thirty-five large tractor trailers will be 
used to deliver 105 “sticks” of 40-inch steel 
pipe. The total weight of the steel being 
installed is over 1,353,000 pounds. The pipe 
will be strung out and welded together near 
EverBank Field. Drilling will occur on both 
the north and south banks. Spoils and dirt 
from the hole will be loaded onto trucks and 
transported outside the city.

To ease congestion in South Shores, JEA 
plans to hold a staging area on its land on 
the Southbank where The District – Life 
Well Lived – Jacksonville is planned to be 
built, said Bradley. Trucks will travel from 
the staging area along Broadcast Avenue, 
Southampton Road, Alamo Street, to the 
station to pick up the debris before heading 

back along Utah Avenue and Bee Street 
and Southampton then taken directly to a 
disposal site.

 “The trucks won’t block any road. There 
will be no two-way traffic with them,” 
Bradley said, adding that, in order to 
minimize the impact of truck traffic on the 
residential roads, JEA intends to bring them 
to the treatment plant site one at a time.

An average of six to eight trucks will 
travel through South Shores from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. each day through most of the 
construction, with the number of trucks 
increasing to 30 to 50 trucks 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week for the time the pipe is 
pulled back through the hole. The pullback 
is slated for late May to mid-June. 

To muffle any noise, particularly during 
the pullback period, JEA intends to utilize 
a noise reduction plan in South Shores 
that will include the strategic positioning 
of equipment, mufflers, and 12-foot sound 
barriers around the construction site, said 
Sears. “The sound of a bus idling at a bus 
stop is the loudest people will hear,” Sears 
said. “Most of South Shores won’t hear 
much of it.” 

Temporary living arrangements will be 
provided by JEA to residents living close to 
the action, Sears said, adding that Bradley 
will carry a cell phone so that residents can 
contact him 24 hours a day about noise or 
construction-related concerns.

“We know this will be an impact on 
you,” Sears said. “We will try to make 
accommodations.”

For further information, project 
updates or to watch a video overview 
of the HDD method of construction 
turn to JEA’s dedicated web page located 
at jea.com/southshores. JEA’s Project 
Outreach team can be contacted directly 
at (904) 665-7500 or reached by email 
at projectoutreach@jea.com. South 
Shores residents with concerns involving 
the project can contact a JEA on-site 
representative at (904) 274-0801 24 hours 
per day.

JEA diagram of where the new South Shores Force Main River Crossing Project will cross the St. Johns River.
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305-331-6518
1983 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Laura.wesson@bhhsfnr.com

Make every day a bright and Sunny day with this wonderful Sunroom.

A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Laura Wesson 
Klement
Your Local 
Realtor

9144 Bay Cove Lane 
3/2/1, 2,635 square footage  

includes an enclosed Sunroom 

$300,000

THE TOUR
BEGINS 3.22.16
13 Days. 310 Miles. Source to Sea.

 FOLLOW ONLINE OR JOIN US
AT AN EVENT ALONG THE WAY!

 
APRIL 1

Low Country Boil @ Sadler Point Marina

APRIL 2
Flotilla on the St. Johns

Science Forum @ JU

APRIL 3
Timucuan Preserve Paddle with Kayak Amelia

 Learn more:
www.savethestjohns.org

Wolfson High to become 
dedicated magnet in August 2016
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

As of August 2016, Samuel W. Wolfson 
High School will be turning a new page.

An educational fixture in the San Jose/
Southside community for more than 50 
years, Wolfson will change its status from 
traditional neighborhood high school with 
an International Baccalaureate Program to 
a dedicated magnet school for advanced 
internationals studies and leadership.

On Feb. 2, the Duval County School 
Board voted unanimously to accept the 
proposed boundary change for Samuel 
W. Wolfson High School, officially 
approving the transition from traditional 
high school to a dedicated magnet high 
school for the academically talented. 
The new name of the school will be 
Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced 
International Studies and Leadership.

At the heart of this transition is a 
“heartfelt dedication” to an enhanced 
academic experience, said Wolfson 
Principal Terrence Connor. Wolfson’s 
International Baccalaureate Program, 
which has been in place for six years, 
is a core of the school, he said, adding 
that students are working beyond the 
classroom to establish themselves as active 
community members, thriving in the 
classroom and focusing on their goals at 
the college level and beyond.

“Alive at Samuel Wolfson is a mission 
to develop caring, knowledgeable and 
inquiring young minds,” Connor said. 
“This is a mission in line with the 
International Baccalaureate standard. 
Global awareness and cross cultural 
initiatives are brought into every 
classroom, as students are encouraged 
to think beyond the textbook and apply 
what they are learning to promote a more 
peaceful world that is founded upon 

intercultural understanding and respect.”
The transition from traditional high 

school to the new dedicated magnet 
school will bring an enhanced focus to 
the International Baccalaureate program, 
while also providing students with an 
option to study at the honors and advanced 
placement level. Students will have the 
option to pursue their personal interests 
through electives, including classes like film 
studies and information technology.

Freshman enrolling at Wolfson in August 
2016 will be in the first official class to move 
through the new magnet program. As a 
dedicated magnet school, students from 
throughout Jacksonville are encouraged 
to apply to attend Samuel Wolfson—
especially students attending Albert I. 
duPont Middle School, Julia Landon 
College Preparatory and Leadership 
Development School and Southside Middle 
School, who now have the option to pursue 
magnet-level high school education without 
leaving the neighborhood.

“Those who have lived in the 
community for some time can remember 
when Samuel Wolfson was the shining 
light of the Southside,” Connor said. 
“The transition to becoming the 
Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced 
International Studies and Leadership is 
positioning the high school back on top, 
bringing a whole new level of excitement 
and anticipation that resonates throughout 
the hallways.”

Applications for entrance in the 
freshman class are being accepted. For 
more information about the International 
Baccalaureate Program at Samuel Wolfson, 
and for information about application and 
enrollment criteria, or to set up a campus 
tour, contact Brandi Benga at farwellb@
duvalschools.org. Campus tours can also 
be arranged through the school’s website 
www.duvalschools.org/WOLFSON.

Annual ‘Blessing of the Fleet’ 
set for March 20

What better way to enjoy the St. Johns River than from the water! Join local 
boaters at the annual Blessing of the Fleet, Sunday, Mar. 20, 2 p.m., presented 
by The Captains’ Club and the Jacksonville Sail and Power Squadron.

Staging will occur at Metropolitan Park Marina and boats will hug the 
Southbank Riverwalk as they pass the Lone Sailor Statue for a blessing. Arrive 
downtown no later than 1:30 p.m. and tune to VHF Channels 16 or 72. For 
more information, call (904) 509-0588.

Teen art contest 
deadline is March 30

Budding artists, age 12 to 18, are encouraged to enter The Jacksonville 
Public Library’s Teen Art Contest through March 30. Accepted artwork will be 
exhibited in a show in the Main Library Teen Gallery in April.

Art will be judged for skill, originality and “WOW” factor. The first place 
winner receives a $30 Reddi Arts gift certificate and a solo art show in the 
Teen Gallery in May. The winners will be announced at 5:30 p.m. during a 
reception in the Lounge @ 303 North at the Main Library on Art Walk night, 
Wednesday, April 6.

All mediums and forms of visual art accepted including photography, draw-
ing, painting, illustration, and sculpture. Most sizes will be accepted with the 
possible exclusion of extremely large pieces. Submissions will be displayed at 
the discretion of the library. Entry forms can be obtained at any JPL location, 
where a maximum of three entries may be submitted. 

Forensic and Clinical
Psychological Services:
• Marital and Individual Therapy
• Children, Adolescents, and Adults
• Life and Executive Coaching
• Forensic Evaluations and Testimony
• Custody Evaluations and Parenting  
   Coordination

DPG Team:
Dr. Justin D’Arienzo, Psy.D., ABPP
Dr. Dawn DiRito, LCSW, Ed.D.
Mr. Alan Lipzin, LMHC
Ms. Cynthia Salameh, Esquire
Mr. Joseph Zichi, LCSW

Dr. Justin D’Arienzo is a Forensic and Board-Certified Clinical Psychologist, FL Lic.#PY7397

11512 LAKE MEAD AVENUE • SUITE 704 • JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256

When you are faced with difficult life situations, finding an 
objective, competent, and experienced professional is crucial. 
Get life changing results at D’Arienzo Psychological Group!

904.379.8094
www.livebetterjax.com
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www.AnytimeFitness.com/gyms/609
(904) 731-7900

Anytime Fitness is  
located at 5613-2 San Jose Blvd., 

Jacksonville, next to Cruisers Grill in 
the Lakewood Shopping Center.

GET THE BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED! 

Is it possible to eat fat and get thin?
Obesity rates of Americans have doubled in the last 20 years, coinciding with the low-fat 

revolution! Currently 70% of our population is overweight or obese. Many of us have been told 
that consumption of fat makes us fat, that it contributes to high cholesterol and that is a major 
cause of heart disease and destruction of our overall health. A growing body of research reveals 
the immense health and weight loss benefits of a diet rich in healthy fats such as egg yolks, grass 
fed meats, dairy fats, cold water fish, extra virgin olive oil, as well as toasted nut butters which 
help absorb essential nutrients. 

Clinical  research demonstrates that eating healthy fats accelerates weight loss. Fats slow 
down food absorption. You feel fuller and more satisfied then eating a low fat, or no fat diet. 
According to Chris Kresser - fifty years of research show:

1) High cholesterol is not the primary cause of heart disease.
2) Diets high in fat and cholesterol do not cause heart disease.
3) Consumption of “heart healthy” vegetable oils is linked to heart disease.
4) Statin drugs do not reduce the risk of death for most patients and have dangerous side 
effects and complications for many who use them.  

The real enemy in gaining weight is overeating simple carbs and excessive sugar consumption. 
Fat satiates the appetite and prevents hunger—it’s the healthy way to lose weight. You can 
eat butter, olive oil, avocados and grass fed meat as well as nuts and not gain weight. In many 
ways it is the opposite of what we have been taught about nutrition in the past. Last but not 
least remember you brain is 60% fat. Most of the composition of your brain is saturated fat. 
By restricting fat intake you are robbing the brain of essential nutrients. We all want our brain 
function at the highest level and be as productive as we can.

Darrell McKay served as a Healthcare Executive for 
4 Medically based Fitness centers across the USA. 
He relocated to Jacksonville in 2004 to develop and 
design Brooks Health and Fitness with Dr. Brooks 
Brown. His passion is helping others make permanent 
life style changes that result in optimal health. Email 
questions:  jacksonville@anytimefitness.com

Ask DarrellAsk Darrell

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

Submitted by Darrell McKay owner of Anytime Fitness Lakewood

www.exerciseismedicine.org

www.AnytimeFitness.com/gyms/609
(904) 731-7900
CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

Florida Great 
American Cleanup 
kicks off March 19

Many hands will make 
river cleanup light work

The 20th annual St. Johns River 
Cleanup and Celebration, presented by 
the City of Jacksonville Keep Jacksonville 
Beautiful Commission and Keep Clay 
Beautiful, will be held on Saturday, March 
19, as a kick-off event for the Florida 
Great American Cleanup. 

Partnerships with Riverside Avondale 
Preservation, San Marco Preservation Society, 
Murray Hill Preservation Association and 
Springfield Preservation and Restoration have 
added dozens of new sites taking the cleanup 
from the shoreline to the streets to prevent 
trash from ever reaching the river. Nearly 50 
sites can be found throughout the city and 

surrounding counties.
Beautify your neighborhood and streets 

and prevent trash from entering storm 
drains and making it to the river. Clean one 
of the many riverfront parks and shoreline 
of the St. Johns. Get out on the water in your 
kayak, canoe, or boat and help remove that 
hard to reach trash and debris. Get a team 
together from your office, church, scouts, 
or civic group and join the effort. Cleanup 
supplies will be provided at each site. 

Students can receive community service 
hour certificates. Advance registration is 
not required. Volunteers 18 and younger 
must be accompanied by an adult. Times 
vary by location but are generally 8-11 a.m. 
or 9 a.m. -12 p.m. so check your individual 
site instructions. Contact Shannon 
Blankinship at (904) 256-7613 or Shannon@
Stjohnsriverkeeper.org with questions. 
For a list of Duval County sites, visit www.
stjohnsrivercleanup.com. 

Companies take steps to 
address threat of Zika virus

Local businesses and health 
companies are addressing the threat of 
the mosquito-borne Zika virus, from 
prevention at source to precautions 
against transmittal.

 “The best way to avoid the threat of 
contracting the Zika virus is to avoid 
mosquitoes entirely,” says John Cooksey 
of McCall Service, a Riverside pest 
control company. 

Eliminating mosquitoes at their source 
is the most effective way to control the 
mosquito population in your own yard, 
according to Cooksey. Although there 
is no absolute way to rid your yard of 
mosquitoes, mosquito treatments can 
significantly reduce the number of 
mosquitoes on your property and thereby 
your exposure to these pests and the 
health risks associated with them.

Mayo Clinic Jacksonville is taking 
precautions, preparing its clinicians to 
submit testing for those with symptoms. 

The test can be performed through an 
antibody test or a viral RNA test.

While testing is available, there is 
no treatment for the virus, which can 
remain in the bloodstream anywhere 
between three and 12 days. 

OneBlood, formerly The Blood 
Alliance, is also taking proactive steps 
to safeguard the blood supply from 
the Zika virus, providing donors with 
educational material about the risk 
factors and signs and symptoms of the 
virus, and including questions on the 
donor history questionnaire specific to 
the Zika virus. 

Donors who exhibit symptoms of 
the Zika infection, have already been 
infected, or who have recently traveled 
in an area with the active Zika virus, are 
asked to defer blood donations.

Areas with active transmission of Zika 
are listed on the CDC website at http://
www.cdc.gov/.

Cultural Service Grant Program 
Letter of Intent due March 8

Duval County arts and cultural 
organizations interested in applying to 
the 2016-2017 Cultural Service Grant 
Program (CSGP) need to submit a Letter 
of Intent to the Cultural Council of Greater 
Jacksonville by Tuesday, March 8, 2016.

 The Letter of Intent form, a required 
first step in the grant process, is available 
and must be submitted online through 
the Cultural Council’s website at www.
culturalcouncil.org/grant-programs/
cultural-services-grant-program/.

 CSGP awards, administered by the 

Cultural Council on behalf of the City of 
Jacksonville, are granted based on quality 
of programs, exploration of innovative 
ideas and programming, community 
impact, need for the organization in 
the community, community outreach 
and service to culturally diverse 
populations, and management 
capability of board and staff.

  For more information on the Cultural 
Service Grant Program, contact the 
Cultural Council at (904) 358-3600 or 
info@culturalcouncil.org.

Spring 
Mulch 

Specials!
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Share our passion –
come as you are.

Holy Week & Easter
March 21-27

• Holy Monday - Holy Wednesday
 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist

• Maundy Thursday
 7 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Washing of feet

• Good Friday
 12:05 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy
 8 p.m. Candlelight Stations of the Cross

• Easter Sunday
 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Easter Vigil
 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt & Flowering of the Cross
 10:30 a.m. Festival Choral Eucharist with Holy Baptism

Last JTA workshop signals 
beginning of planning period

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

The Jacksonville Transit Authority 
wrapped up the last of 12 “MobilityWorks” 
community workshops, this one focusing 
on Philips Highway. The workshop, held 
Feb. 2 at Southside Assembly of God, was 
sparsely attended. Those who took part 
raised several concerns, such as crosswalks 
missing at intersections and the lack of 
sidewalks connecting to bus stops along the 
long corridor.

David Cain, owner of Paint Works, an 
automotive body and interior repair shop 
at 2717 Philips Hwy., was at the meeting 
to vent frustration with loss of on-street 
parking at his business after the Florida 
Department of Transportation created a 
bicycle lane during last year’s $6.2 million 
repaving project.

Cain’s issue was not a result of any 
work done by the JTA, but he hoped to 
find a sympathetic ear at the meeting. Jim 
Hill, a member of the Southeast Citizens 
Planning Advisory Committee (CPAC), 
took notes as Cain explained he currently 
has no parking for his customers at the 
commercial property, which has been in 
existence since 1960. He said he would 
be unable to sell that property without 
accommodation for parking.

No sense of place

The Southside portion of U.S. 1, 
Philips Highway was completed in 1934 
and named after Duval County Judge 
Henry Philips.

 “It’s a long corridor, probably four or 
five miles of roadway,” said William Roll, 
a transportation planning practice builder 
with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. “It 
has a much different characteristic from 
one end to the other.”

The northern end of Philips Highway has 
a transitioning urban cross-section, then 
it begins to become increasingly industrial 
as residential disappears, said Roll. The 
middle portion includes large-box retailers 
such as Lowe’s, a commercial corridor and 
commerce office parks. The southern end 
is comprised of undeveloped area, with no 
development around the interstate, other 
than The Avenues, a very large regional mall. 

“There are no sidewalks, but there are 
transit stops,” Roll said. “One of the things 
that concerns me is the interstate is a 
barrier and the only way you can cross is 
where someone has built a crossing.”

The JTA spent the past year reviewing 
14 mobility corridors with a focus on 
transit, pedestrian and bicycle movement 
within each, for future projects that may 
include sidewalks, bike paths, transit 
accessibility improvements, lighting, bus 
shelters, landscaping and more.

“This is a much more highway-oriented, 
older commercial corridor, which doesn’t 
have a sense of place,” said Fred Jones, 
senior transportation planner for JTA. “A 
lot of what we anticipate we’ll hear will be 
more of those short-term design issues, 
such as ‘we need a crosswalk here or a 
sidewalk there.’ you’re not going to get 
‘Here’s our roundabout idea,’ but certainly it 
doesn’t lack the need for key critical safety 
improvements for cyclists and pedestrians 
in a heavily traveled corridor,” he said.

“We have a lot of individuals who walk, 
who bike, who are transit riders, so some 
of the key things are improvements at the 
intersections,” said Roll. “There are often 
no crosswalks or where there are signals 
and crosswalks, the design may not be 
very conducive to pedestrians. When 
transit stops are mid-block we can expect 
a lot of people crossing there.”

Jones said they will wrap up preliminary 
planning and design with the goal of 
having draft reports available in mid to 
late March.

An allocation of $15 million will be 
used for a combination of prioritized 
corridors/projects, including $10 million 
for the Complete Streets program and $5 
million for transit amenities and ADA 
access (i.e., new shelters, pads, ADA 
access and ramps) throughout the 14 
corridors, funded by the extension of the 
Local Option Gas Tax with $100 million 
in bonds issued to cover the cost of 27 
projects over the next five years.

“Obviously a lot of these corridors are 
quite long, and we wanted to identify 
places where we could potentially go in 
and retrofit, where we could focus our 
efforts,” said Jones. “All of these corridors 
were selected by virtue of having 15 
minute or less transit service.”

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

With the Overland Bridge project 
nearing completion at the end of the 
year, opportunities for business growth 
in the St. Nicholas area may see a rise. 
One of the first to take advantage of real 
estate deals along Atlantic Boulevard 
is Saint Francis Animal Hospital, and 
others are sure to follow.

Saint Francis Animal Hospital’s 
purchase of property in the heart 
of historic St. Nicholas should help 
revitalize its town center.

In November 2015, Dr. Susan Shelton 
bought three buildings at 2727 Atlantic 
Boulevard in St. Nicholas for $725,000 
and plans to move in later this year. 

When Shelton acquired the property 
it was partially in foreclosure, said Sandy 
Golding, Chief Development Officer for 
Saint Francis Animal Hospital.

SAMC REO 2013-1 LLC took 
title to the property on January 22, 
2015 for $100, according to city 

property records. Shelton purchased 
the property from SAMC REO on 
November 19, 2015. JSA Promos and 
Print was allowed to vacate the building 
at the end of the year, Golding said.

It is Shelton’s plan to use the new 
space in order to convert Saint Francis 
Animal Hospital into a one-stop shop 
for veterinary care. The new location 
will offer emergency care, specialty 
care, such as orthopedic surgery and 
oncology, boarding and grooming as 
well as a retail concession.

At the new hospital, Dogtown USA 
will run the new boarding facility as a 
satellite branch of its larger operation 
in Mandarin, said Shelton. She is 
also partnering with Earth Pets, a 
pet market that sells natural food, 
treats and toys for dogs and cats. Saint 
Francis Animal Hospital will be the 
second location in Jacksonville host 
Earth Pets aside from its concession at 
Dogtown USA in Mandarin. There is 
also an Earth Pet store in Gainesville, 
said Shelton.

Animal hospital to anchor 
St. Nicholas growth

Saint Francis Animal Hospital’s future new digs on Atlantic Boulevard in St. Nicholas
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with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Selling

Lion’s
theShare

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

3724 River Hall Drive – This beautiful brick 
ranch style home is perfect in every way! It has been 
meticulously maintained and shows beautifully! Roof 
replaced 2011; Trane heat pump is four years old. 
Four bedrooms, two full and one half baths, over 
2,700 square feet, generous closets and spacious 
rooms. $350,000

6750 Epping Forest Way North, Villa 105 
– This lovely condominium in Epping Forest 
offers exceptional views of the St. Johns River, two 
bedrooms, two baths, approximately 2,000 square 
feet, floor-to-ceiling windows in the enclosed 
balcony and wood floors in most rooms. Elevator 
to residence floors and parking for two cars in the 
lower level garage. $500,000

1253 Cunningham Creek Drive  – Beautiful and 
spotless brick home in wonderful River Oaks! This 
house shows like a model home with four bedrooms, 
three baths, living, dining and family rooms, 
screened lanai and walkway to the dock with covered 
boat lift and party deck on Cunningham Creek. 
Exceptional architectural details and finishes with 
granite in kitchen and baths. $735,000

Selby Kaiser
RealtoR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
RealtoR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

6740 Epping Forest Way North, Villas 108 & 
109 – Extremely rare opportunity to own a large Villa 
with breathtaking views of the water garden and Marina of 
the Epping Forest Yacht Club. Two Villas were combined 
to make this spacious home. In its current configuration 
there are two kitchens, two laundry rooms, two storage 
rooms and FOUR parking spaces in the garage! The 
possibilities are endless! $1,300,000

City negotiates to repair 
holes in Riverfront Park
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

The Engineering and Construction 
Management section of the city’s Public 
Works Department is currently in 
negotiations to determine the design of 
the repair of several deep holes along the 
bulkhead of the north end of Riverfront 
Park near Laverne Street, said city 
spokesperson Tia Ford.

According to Ford, Public Works has 
been advised of the holes and determined 
their cause to be bulkhead failure. “It will 
be several months to complete design and 
permitting,” to fix the deep indentations, 
Ford said in an email.

The craters, which are getting larger 
every day, started cropping up six months 
ago, said Beth Walcutt, a resident whose 
property is adjacent to Riverfront Park. 

“Every once in a while they put up the 
caution tape, but it often blows away, so the 
hole aren’t always marked,” Walcutt said, 
adding she often worries about the city’s 
liability if someone were to stumble into 
one and become seriously hurt. 

“Although they are not supposed to, 
people often walk in the park after dark,” 
Walcutt said. “The way it is now, they aren’t 
able to see them,” she said, noting that she is 
aware that some park visitors have already 
stepped in the holes.

Anita Morrill, a resident who also lives 
adjacent to the park, said she has not 
noticed the holes filling with water when it 
rains heavily. “The holes are so deep and the 
bulkhead is so porous, it is probably enough 
[to prevent water from collecting],” she said. 
“Some of the holes are four feet deep.”

The north end of Riverfront Park is pocked with 
holes caused by a failure in the bulkhead.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Though the river is considered by 
some to be Jacksonville’s “great divide,” 
for Sandra Fradd and Dorothy Merrick, 
the St. Johns is a means to bring 
together residents living in downtown 
condominiums and apartment buildings.

It began 10 years ago when Merrick 
moved to Jacksonville and, in her words, 
“became completely engaged with living 
in the urban core on the beautiful St 
Johns River.” A member of Downtown 
Vision Inc. and the Urban Core CPAC, 
Merrick said, “I realized we are a 
downtown neighborhood, and we need 
to support our downtown businesses 
and attract more.”

When Fradd moved to Jacksonville 
three years ago, she used to look across 
the St. Johns River from her condo in 
The Peninsula and wonder who lived 
there. “Then I attended a Downtown 
Vision meeting and met a man who 
lived in the Plaza – the condominium 
across the river from mine – and he told 
me about Dorothy Merrick, said I had to 
get to know her,” said Fradd. 

Soon Merrick and Fradd, with a few 
other residents, began exploring how to 
bring together people who live on both 
sides of the river. 

“Back then, two years ago, we 
were eight people from the Plaza, 

Peninsula, San Marco Place, Riverwalk 
Townhomes, and Churchill Lofts,” they 
said. “We hosted an invitation-only 
meeting at the Peninsula to see who 
might be interested in forming a group; 
45 attended.”

At its most recent meeting Jan. 
21 at the Hyatt Regency, more 
than 90 gathered to hear District 5 
Councilwoman Lori Boyer, District 7 
Councilman Reggie Gaffney, Council 
President Greg Anderson, and Aundra 
Wallace, CEO, Downtown Investment 
Authority, and the group’s name, 
Downtown Dwellers, was established.

“Our agenda is to encourage people 
to get to know each other and find out 
what’s going on. We aren’t seeking to 
be change agents,” said the Downtown 
Dwellers co-organizers. “Our motto is 
Let the River Unite Us.” 

If you would like to be put on the 
Downtown Dwellers email list, contact 
Sandra Fradd at shfradd@gmail.com.

New group crosses beautiful barrier 
to unite riverfront residents

Dorothy Merrick and Sandra Fradd, 
founders of Downtown Dwellers
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City secures bulkhead easement 
for bike-pedestrian path
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Board of Directors of Nemours 
Children’s Specialty Care, bicyclists 
and pedestrians will have a safer 
way to access the multi-use 
path the Florida Department of 
Transportation plans to build across 
the St. Johns River alongside the 
Fuller Warren Bridge.

In January, the Nemours’ board 
voted to grant an easement along its 
river bulkhead behind its children’s 
hospital for the city to use so cyclists 
and pedestrians will be able to gain 
access to the future multi-use path 
from Children’s Way instead of the 
more dangerous intersection with 
Palm Avenue. 

“As a pediatric healthcare 
organization we know that a 
physically active lifestyle is 
key to long-term health,” said 
Robert Bridges, Chief Executive 
of Nemours’ Florida operations. 
“We are glad that the City of 
Jacksonville has decided to pursue 
the development of a multi-use 

path behind Nemours Children’s 
Specialty Care and are happy to 
provide the easement that will 
encourage healthy activity.” 

The easement is a necessary 
element if the city seeks to build 
a bike-pedestrian loop through 
north San Marco connecting the 
Southbank Riverwalk, the future 
The District—Live Well Lived—
Jacksonville development and the 
Fuller Warren Bridge by funneling 
bike and walking traffic along 
Children’s Way and Nira Street.

In a interview in early February, 
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer 
said she has been in discussions with 
officials from Baptist Medical Center 
about possibility of routing a bike 
trail/pedestrian walkway through the 
future MD Anderson Cancer Center 
campus, which will lie between Palm 
Avenue and San Marco Boulevard 
in northern San Marco. Baptist 
submitted an application for a 
Planned Unit Development for the 
Cancer Center in mid-February, 
she said.

“I’m thrilled the whole project is 
moving forward,” Boyer said.

$18 million capital campaign launched 
at Episcopal School of Jacksonville

Episcopal School of Jacksonville kicked 
off its ambitious 50th anniversary “Lead 
the Way” capital campaign on Feb. 19 at 
EverBank Field. The Lead the Way campaign 
focuses on academics, athletics, and the 
endowment, and its goal is to raise $18 
million, of which $13.5 million was raised 
during the planning phase.

 The public kick-off event, with guest 
speaker and Jacksonville Jaguars President 
Mark Lamping, was the culmination of 
months of outreach and project development. 
Episcopal parents, alumni, Board members 
and faculty and staff attended the evening 
event. To date, 100 percent of the faculty, 
staff and Board of Trustees members have 
participated in the campaign. 

 “The Lead the Way campaign is the 
next great step for Episcopal, and we thank 
everyone who attended the kick-off event in 

support of this important initiative for the 
School,” said Campaign Co-Chairs Susan 
Jangro and Thad McNulty. “We deeply 
appreciate the gifts made to-date by our 
generous supporters and look forward to 
completing these projects for the school. 
Over the next couple of months we look 
forward to giving all members of the 
Episcopal community an opportunity to join 
those who have given.”

 Lead the Way will fund significant 
changes to the school’s two campuses, 
including a new stadium and entrance at 
the Munnerlyn Campus and the building 
of an entrance and new athletics facilities 
on 14 acres of currently undeveloped 
land on its Knight Campus. The school’s 
endowment will increase by a third and the 
Jacob F. Bryan III Library is undergoing 
major renovations.

Rob Clements, EverBank CEO and Episcopal Board Chair, with Preston Haskell, Honorary Campaign Chair

Your pup deserves 
to be pampered, 

and Groomingdales 
Dog Salon is the 
perfect place to 

receive top-notch 
Grooming & 

Service!

By Appointment
Only - Call Today

For that New
Spring style

4424 Hendricks Ave. (Miramar Shopping Center)904.683.7077
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3627 St. Johns Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32205

cell 904.333.3883

Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com

NeighborhoodsofJax.com
A member of the franchisee system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

2014 & 2015 Top Producer in the Avondale Office
Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville

Stunning 
Waterfront 

Location
6225 Ortega Farms Blvd. 

4B, 3.5B, 2704 sq.ft. 
$680,000

CALL (904) 389-9299 | 24 HOUR SERVICE

www.TouchtonPlumbing.com
416 Ryan Ave. • Jacksonville, FL 32254

State Cert. #CFC056489

WE’RE LUCKY 
TO HAVE YOU 
AS A CUSTOMER!

With can-do attitude, Inwood residents clean up graffiti on city right-of-way

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

When it comes down to handling the 
rampant graffiti and trash situation on the 
city’s right-of-way at the end of their street, 
several Inwood Terrace residents have 
adopted the attitude, ‘If you want to get 
something done, do it yourself.’

In a meeting with District 5 
Councilwoman Lori Boyer Jan. 22, 
some Inwood Terrace residents asked to 
transform the right-of-way into a public 
park as a solution to the trash, graffiti and 
teen partying problems that plague the 
small river access. 

In the meeting, Boyer rejected the idea, 
siting the hefty expense of making the 
right-of-way Americans with Disabilities 
accessible, as well as the fact there is no 
bathroom and no space for parking at the 
end of the street.

In the meeting, Boyer suggested a street-
level fence be erected in front of the stairs 
leading to the river. Her plan entailed giving 
a resident a key and charging them with 
opening the right-of-way in the morning 
and closing it at night. In a telephone 
interview, she said the cost of installing a 
fence would be in the vicinity of $6,500.

However, after the meeting, several 
Inwood Terrace residents said they don’t 
want a fence and decided to take matters into 
their own hands.

“We don’t want a fence. There is not 
enough access to the river as it is,” said Jason 
Judge, an Inwood Terrace resident. “Fences 
are bad ideas. They try to keep us out and 
keep Mother Nature in. We like that people 
come and use it.”

Judge’s wife, Kelly Dyess, agreed. “We want 
it to be used, just respected and protected.”

To handle the graffiti problem, Judge, 
who was not present at the meeting, said 
he conducted some old-fashioned detective 
work using one of the phone numbers 
tagged in the graffiti to discover a few of the 
teens involved. He went door-to-door and 

ultimately was able to speak to the teen’s 
parents, who required their kids to pay for 
paint supplies and a pressure-washer rental.

“I didn’t do it for the recognition. I did 
it so that when my neighbors walk their 
children down there they won’t see anything 
rude,” Judge said. “We discovered some 14- 
and 15-year-old kids had vandalized it. As 
a former juvenile delinquent myself, I just 
followed their art work. These people are not 
vandals, they are kids. They’re not bad kids. 
They have too much time on their hands and 
not enough art skills. They always assume 
it’s a spot to paint graffiti and now they have 
been told otherwise. They weren’t the only 
ones, but they were the only ones that got 
caught. Actually, the kids volunteered to do 
the painting.”

The kids joined several residents on the 
street for a neighborhood clean-up party, 
Judge said, adding that he and his wife 
bought a new trash can for the right-of-way 
in the hopes it might encourage visitors 
to pick up their trash. If not, he and Dyess 
intend to pick it up themselves, he said.

Judge said the experience has had a 
silver lining. “I got to know the neighbors. 
There are some good people living in this 
neighborhood,” he said. 

In an effort to deter future vandalism, 
Daryl Gottlieb, who also lives on Inwood 
Terrace, said he purchased two 20-LED 
motion-sensitive solar lights and has 
mounted them in the area. “They serve as an 
additional deterrent, not only to would-be 

vandals, but also to the local teenagers who 
think this is a convenient and inconspicuous 
place to do what teenagers do,” he wrote to 
Boyer in an email.

In addition to lighting, Inwood Terrace 
resident Joseph Lentz posted a custom-made 
sign at the entrance to the right-of-way 
near the stairs stating that the area is under 
24-hour surveillance, Judge said, adding 
that he and his neighbors have spoken about 
“banding together” to buy a video camera 
to keep an eye on the area. They also intend 
to speak with Norma Hagan, a neighbor 
who lives adjacent to the river access, about 
planting vines and climbing plants on the 
public access side of her wooden fence. “This 
would not only add to the natural aesthetic 
quality of the area, but also serves as a 
deterrent, as it would eliminate a good swath 
of the ‘canvas,’” Gottlieb wrote in his email.

“A few on our street are determined 
to be hyper-vigilant about calling the 
non-emergency police number and/or 
requesting kids leave if we see that they’re 
up to no good,” wrote Gottlieb. “I know of 
two occasions this week where neighbors 
have either called the police or confronted 
kids who they saw drinking at the end of 
the street.”

Since the clean-up effort, several cars have 
been broken into on Inwood Terrace and the 
bulkhead and stairs down by the river were 
defaced again with graffiti. In regards to the 
cars, Judge said he put out an urgent alert 
on the website NextDoor, a neighborhood 

watch site. In answer to the new graffiti, 
Judge referred to his handy paint can. 

“I plan to keep on painting it,” said 
Judge, noting in one area the vandals used 
temporary hair dye, which is easy to wash 
off. “I think for teenage kids it was just the 
fact that it was pure. Somebody wanted to 
make it un-pure.”

One way to keep the bulkhead free from 
graffiti might be to have a mural artist paint 
on it, said Judge, adding that a clear coat 
of anti-graffiti coating could be applied 
afterward so any further writing could be 
easily washed off.

“We live here. This is our street. We can do 
it ourselves,” said Judge. “We can’t wait for 
Lori Boyer and the city all day. If we all acted 
at the root of the problem, we could probably 
get these things taken care of okay.”

In his email to Boyer, Gottlieb suggested 
local artists might love the opportunity to 
paint a mural on the gray walls lining the 
beach. He suggested Boyer contact Tony 
Allegretti, Executive Director of the Cultural 
Council of Greater Jacksonville who oversees 
the Art in Public Places Program to inquire 
if there is any funding available for a local 
art project and to find out the process of 
soliciting bids from artists. He also asked 
her to look into the possibility of installing a 
video camera at the end of the street to catch 
license plates. 

“Please do not proceed with the 
construction of the fence until and unless 
all the other measures have proven to be 
failures,” Gottlieb pleaded in his email, 
noting that he believes a fence “would be 
the most obstructive and damaging to the 
unique quality of the area.”

In a telephone interview, Boyer said she 
appreciates the effort the residents have gone 
to solve the problem. She also noted in order 
to install things on public property a permit 
is required. She said she forwarded Gottlieb’s 
information to the city Public Works 
Department and hoped that permits might 
be able to be obtained retroactively. 

Kelly Dyess and her husband, Jason Judge, sit on the bulkhead in front of Norma Hagan’s fence at 
the city right-of-way at the end of Inwood Terrace. Since the neighborhood has pressure washed and 
painted over the graffiti on the city right-of-way, vandals have again made their mark.
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Planning Commission approves waiver for beer, wine at Starbucks
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

In the future, Starbucks may serve beer 
and wine alongside coffee and tea at its San 
Marco Square location. 

Despite objections from the San 
Marco Preservation Society, Southside 
Baptist Church, and the Duval County 
School District, the Jacksonville Planning 
Commission voted to grant Starbucks 
at 1980 San Marco Blvd. a waiver of 
minimum distance requirements for liquor 
license application so it may implement 
its new “Evenings” menu, which includes 
beer and wine.

During a meeting Feb. 4, the planning 
commission voted 7-1 in favor of the 
popular coffee café, with Ben Davis as the 
only commission member dissenting.

In the application for the waiver, Brian 
Plewinski of E-Z Permits, Inc. requested 
the city reduce the 500-foot minimum 
distance between liquor license location and 
church and school, as required by law, to 308 
feet. Starbucks needed the waiver because 
Southside Baptist Church lies in close 
proximity to the Starbucks store.

At the meeting, Plewinski noted the 
Taverna Restaurant, which is located 
adjacent to Starbucks, was granted a liquor 
permit as well as Pizza Palace, a restaurant 
across the square, which is closer to the 
church than the coffee café. While Taverna 
has a full liquor license, he said Starbucks 
intends to serve only craft beer, red and 

white wine with its expanded menu, which 
will also include bistro-style appetizers. 

“Starbucks is a very responsible company. 
It has been named fifth most admired 
company in the world by Forbes Magazine, 
and fourth in social responsibility,” Plewinski 
said. “In other rankings, it increases the value 
of homes in its neighborhoods. They actually 
increase in value higher than homes that are 
not within a certain distance of a Starbucks. 
It is known as the Zillow effect.”

Plewinski said Starbucks follows the 
Florida Responsible Vendor Program, which 
provides training to make sure no alcohol 
beverages get into the hands of minors.

Prior to the meeting the San Marco 
Preservation Society (SMPS) had written 
a letter to the commission spelling out its 
reason for opposing the waiver. District 5 
Councilwoman Lori Boyer expressed several 
concerns from her constituents through 
email to the commission, but did not take a 
position herself, said Planning Commission 
Chairman Chris Hagan.

During the meeting, SMPS President-
Elect LeAnna Cumber outlined the society’s 
concerns, saying it had consulted with the 
San Marco Merchants Association. 

Cumber said that from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Starbucks is a favorite hang-out for students 
from local schools. “They come to do 
homework. Serving beer and wine in a place 
where all these kids are without their parents 
or other adults just doesn’t seem like a wise 
decision,” she said.

 “Starbucks has been a really poor 
neighbor in San Marco,” Cumber continued 
adding for the past seven years Starbucks 
has been invited to join the San Marco 
Merchants Association, which maintains 
and beautifies the square, and it refused. 
“The Merchants Association was told that 
Starbucks didn’t make enough money to pay 
the $500 annual fee to join,” she said.

Not only did Starbucks refuse to join 
SMMA, it also ignored the Preservation 
Society. “They have not done anything to 
sponsor anything we have done, and we have 
repeatedly tried to talk to them and nobody 
will talk to us,” Cumber said.

Perhaps the Society’s main concern was 
Starbucks trash. The store refuses to empty 
the two overflowing garbage cans outside 
its doors, Cumber said. SMMA had to add 
another pick-up each week to take care of 
the problem, she said. “We have tried and 
tried to reach out to Starbucks and no one 
responds. We can’t get a hold of anyone 
who has any authority because the district 
manager has said they can’t do anything, 
and the local managers can’t do anything,” 
Cumber said.

Speaking as the parent of four minor 
children, and on behalf of Southside Baptist, 
where he is senior pastor, and nearby 
Landon Middle School, where he is a School 
Advisory Council member, Webber said 
he agreed with Cumber’s concerns. He said 
most students in his congregation “frequent” 
Starbucks, not only after school but also 
Wednesday nights and Sundays after church.

 “The concern really wouldn’t be that 
Starbucks would sell alcohol to minors,” 
he said. “I think we all recognize they’ll be 
responsible. The concern is the atmosphere 
in a very small space, which has become 
known as a safe place to allow your kids 
to go and be in the community with their 
friends,” Webber said. 

Representing the school district, Tyler 
Loehnert recommended the commission 
uphold the distance restriction. “It’s 
opposed by the church. It’s within 500 
feet. And again, that distance was set for a 
reason,” he said, noting that since Starbucks 
is trying to increase its evening business, 
perhaps alcohol sales could be limited 
to after 6 p.m. until close, instead of the 
customary time of 4 p.m. 

Stating that he could speak for Starbucks, 
Plewinski said he was willing to pull out 
his checkbook and pay for Starbucks to 
join both the Preservation Society and the 
Merchants Association at the meeting. “I 
think that should have been done a long 
time ago,” he said. “It’s not typical. I deal with 
a lot of other Starbucks around the state, and 
they are members of the community. I’m not 
sure why this particular district manager has 
not joined earlier, but we would be happy to 
do that.”

Plewinski said the company did not want 
to have a time restriction put on the waiver, 
however he was willing for the commission 
to set a condition stating Starbucks would 
take care of trash pick-up in front of its 
store. “I deal with Starbucks facilities on 
other permits and licensing issues, and I 
understand it’s hard to reach the decision 
makers at the top because it’s a large 
organization,” he said. 

After much discussion, the commission 
decided not to put a condition on the waiver, 
choosing instead to have it placed in the 
record that Starbuck’s representative has 
agreed to take care of the trash issue.

After the meeting, Cumber said she 
was disappointed in the commission’s 
decision but noted several positives came 
from the meeting.

“We are finally able to have a dialogue 
with the people in charge and that’s what 
we have wanted for seven years,” she said, 
adding since the meeting there have been 
several interactions via email with company 
officials. “I have full faith they will resolve 
the trash issue, and we will have a good 
relationship going forward. That said, I still 
don’t think having Starbucks sell alcohol is 
an appropriate use of that space.”

Starbucks in San Marco Square
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FREE
LAWN SERVICE

12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

$50 OFF
BEd Bug SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

$100 OFF
“NEW” TERmIdoR® TERmITE
Elimination & Protection • 100% GUARANTEED

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

$50 OFF
“NEW” ANNuAL SERVICE (APC)

Pest Elimination & Protection GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

FREE
TERmITE & BEd Bug EVALuATIoN & INSPECTIoN

For your Home & Office
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

$25 OFF
RodENT PRoTECTIoN & PRoofINg

Protect your home & family • Rodents can carry over 35 diseases
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16.

(904) 389-3323 (dEAd)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

It’s that time of year . . . 
Termite Swarm Seaon 

is HERE!!!

Crunch time: Miller’s creek board
Eyes April 1 budget deadline
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

It is crunch time for the Miller’s Creek 
Special District.

Staring at an April 1 deadline to submit a 
budget to the City Council Auditors Office 
and Council Secretary, the district’s board 
of supervisors reviewed a preliminary 
budget compiled by Jonathan Wright.

The board will finalize the budget and 
vote to send it on to the city at its next 
meeting Monday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Cuba Libre in St. Nicholas.

The board will also supply District 5 
Councilwoman Lori Boyer with a copy 
of the budget so she can apply for Florida 
Inland Navigation District (FIND) grants 
on Millers Creek’s behalf, said Board 
Secretary Sharon Johnson. 

After the budget is submitted to the 
Council Auditor’s Office and the Council 
Secretary, it will be reviewed for 70 days 
in order to insure there are no corrections 
that need to be made, said Sharon 
Johnson, Board Secretary for the Miller’s 
Creek Special District. Once corrections 
are made, it is forwarded to the Office of 
the General Counsel by June 30 so it can 
draft legislation and the City Council can 
approve the budget, she said.

“The bottom line is that you submit a 

budget by April 1, but it is really just an 
estimated guess,” Johnson said. “We have 
between April 1 and June 30 to get to a 
more accurate budget.”

During the meeting, the board discussed 
the budget figures Wright presented 
and some amounts were changed. It was 
acknowledged that dredging and tipping 
fees would be the largest costs facing 
the district, but these would be only an 
estimate until a survey of the creek was 
done. The survey will give the board a 
better idea of actual figures for the more 
expensive line items, Wright said. 

Although the Millers Creek Special 
District ordinance specifies a maximum 
annual assessment per property owner 
to be $3,000, ($250 per month per 
household) it is possible for the board 
to recommend a budget requiring less 
per month from each homeowner. After 
discussing the submitted assessment figure 
as it relates to estimated costs for dredging, 
tipping and the survey, Wright said he 
would make up three different budgets – 
one requiring $198 per month, one at $223 
per month and one at the maximum $250 
per month – so that board members can 
compare them at the next meeting.

“I will present options A, B and C at the 
next meeting. We want to do our best to 
respect the people not at the table,” he said.

Since its meeting Jan. 15, the board 
has collected $4,500 in donations to 
cover expenses incurred by the district 
until formal financing can be obtained. 
So far 19 of 28 Millers Creek households 
have submitted a mandatory donation 
of between $100 and $1,500, bringing 
the district’s account balance to $11,800. 
Meanwhile, District Treasurer Chris 
Rose said he would be make a $1,200 
payment to Attorney Wayne Flowers 
for his services as well as a $593 
reimbursement to District Secretary 
Sharon Johnson to cover advertising and 
other miscellaneous expenses. 

Johnson said she will solicit donations 
from the homeowners who have not yet 
paid, in an effort to get them to contribute 
before the next meeting. No costs are 
assessed on the voluntary donations, she 
said, noting they will be reimbursed in full.

Flowers encouraged the board to 
purchase liability insurance as soon as 
possible to cover the board and officers, 
and suggested it contact Stanley Pipes 
at the Harbor Way Special District for 
suggestions. “If someone sues you, it will 
cover the cost of your defense,” he said. 
Board members agreed to obtain proposals 
for the survey, engineering and liability 
insurance so they can be further discussed 
at the next meeting.
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B U S I N E S S  P R O F I L E

Local attorneys want to help their new neighbors, earn your trust

T  here’s a new law firm in the 
neighborhood, one that’s set out 
to change the way you perceive the 

experience of  hiring a lawyer. 
Nicholas James and Jerry Snider, both 
seasoned attorneys, have worked for larger 
firms and understand why most people feel 
lost in the legal shuffle. It’s their desire to 
leave the factory firm behind and deliver a 
more personalized approach to business [or 
legal representation].
Their new office, located at the corner of  
Riverside Avenue and Osceola Street, was a 
strategic move for the pair. They both agree 
Riverside will be a great place to help them 
serve a wide variety of  clients, from the 
small business community to military service 
members and all walks in between. 
The highly visible historic property at 
2288 Riverside Avenue is pronounced with 
signage that reads “It’s Personal.” The 
statement echoes the legal duo’s preference 
to closely guard the lawyer-client relationship 
by putting a priority on patronage, not dollar 
figures. “I’d rather make less with this client 
and have three referrals to help two or three 
of  their friends,” said Snider, as he spoke of  
the importance of  personalized care versus 

profit margins.
The dynamic 
partnership 
is poised to 
become a 
resource for 
local families, 
business owners 

and those who wish to know their costs up 
front with fixed-rate representation. In many 
cases, discounts for veterans, advice and 
counsel for business owners is standardized, 
and many of  the basic services are priced up 
front. The best part, you won’t open your bill 
and be shocked at the fees for service.

Putting the Client First 
It’s easy for lawyers at big firms to become 

disconnected from the needs of  a client, 
especially when a team of  paralegals handle 
the bulk of  each case. The lawyer obtains 
documents and reviews the case, glossing 
over the legal processes and verbiage 
necessary for compliance with the law. 
Oftentimes overlooked in the process is the 
client. James and Snider are out to change 
that perception and work closely with their 
clients to be sure they are looking out for 
each person, not just a case number.

Losing sight of  the relationship forged 
between the lawyer and client has a tendency 
to diminish trust and leave people feeling 
helpless. “I’ve worked for the firm that 
handles several hundred cases per lawyer, per 
year, and that’s not the way we’re going to 
represent clients,” said Snider. “We’re seeking 
personal connections, not the disconnected 
conversations that are typically had with the 
larger firms.” 

Snider emphasized the importance of  a 
strong client interaction. When they become 
someone that you know, it affords the ability 
to offer better advice. In this vein, the pair 
plan to host client cookouts and interactions 

to continue furthering their bonds and 
relationships. “It helps when you get to 
know a client and you can relate to their 
circumstances,” said James.

Containing Costs, Experience 
Saves the Day

There are certain cases where a lawyer 
knows their client is going to have certain 
procedural expenses. “We’ve both been 
doing this long enough to know, in a 
general sense, what costs are going to be 
involved in representing them [clients] 
properly,” said Snider. “We don’t bill hourly, 
we bill for the job.”

Many of  the business they help with 

legal agreements and contracts are a part 
of  their fixed-rate representation as well. 
“You won’t have a 45-minute phone 
conversation and then get a bill for a few 
hundred dollars, that’s just not the case with 
us,” said Snider. “We’re going to provide 
an understanding of  the process before we 
start working for you. Oftentimes, we give 
an honest, upfront cost structure to many 
of  our clients.”

Give James and Snider a call today, 
before you have any need for a lawyer. 
It’s helpful to seek counsel before you 
have a need for counsel. Email info@
jamesandsnider.com to ask the lawyers a 
question about your circumstances.

James & Snider is located at 2288 Riverside Avenue • Call 904.813.7132 or email info@jamesandsnider.com • Visit www.jamesandsnider.com for more information 

FA M I LY  L AW  |  P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y  |  C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E  |  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  R E P R E S E N TAT I O N

4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville, FL  32210  |  904-387-5538  |  Toll Free: 800-800-0895  |  info@ortegalanding.com  |  www.OrtegaLanding.com

If you love relaxing in boating style, you’ll love the amenities at The Marina at 
Ortega Landing. With occupancy at an all-time high, you’ll want to secure your 
slip now. Be ready to take advantage of those warm winter days with a cruise 
up or down the St. Johns, then relax by a cozy fire in our luxury clubhouse. 
Check out our specials and boater discounts. 

Visit www.OrtegaLanding.com or call us at (904) 387-5538.

Local boaters find affordable weekend 
home right in Jacksonville.
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    904.421.3580              www.JonSingleton.com

More Info & Virtual Tours @ www.JonSingleton.com   

6923 Almours Drive

1430 Riverbirch Lane

2405 Laurel Road

2957 Bridlewood Lane

6852 San Sabastian Avenue

Old San Marco 3BR/2.5BA - $800K

Mandarin 4BR/3BA Renovation - $380K

San Jose Brick 4BR/2BA - $280K

Classic San Jose Colonial 4BR/3.5BA - $650K

Beautifully Renovated 3BR/2BA - $300K

Jon Singleton, Susan Hopkins & Kim Kowal

Historic Area Experts
Realtors®

A charity fundraising poker tournament to benefit the United Way of Northeast 
Florida was held last month by bestbet Jacksonville Availity. Prior to the Jan. 21 event, 
bestbet donated $11,500 to the United Way in continuation of the organization’s support 
of the nonprofit. 

“Our company’s support of the United Way spans over 30 years, and we are very proud 
of all of our employees and their long-standing giving and corporate support of the United 
Way,” said Jamie Shelton, bestbet Jacksonville’s president.

Invited guests and United Way staff members enjoyed a fun-filled evening of poker, 
hors d’oeuvres and socializing. Prizes and giveaways were awarded to attendees along with 
bounty prizes on celebrity players, Jamie Shelton, president of bestbet, and Russ Thomas, 
CEO of Availity, and this year’s United Way of Northeast Florida campaign chair.

bestbet donates $11,500 to 
United Way of Northeast Florida

Jamie Shelton, president of bestbet, Russ Thomas, CEO of Availity and this year’s United Way of Northeast 
Florida campaign chair, and Michelle Braun, president and CEO of the United Way of Northeast Florida. 
(Photo provided by bestbet Jacksonville)

Pushup champ opens training 
facility in San Marco

Movers & shakers

Last June 2015, Colin Woodmansee 
completed 75 pushups, the most 
in 60 seconds, to help Training for 
Warriors secure a Guinness Book of 
World Records title for Most People 
Performing Pushups (at multiple 
venues). The worldwide event was 
also a fundraiser, and local funds were 
donated to The Jay Fund.

Woodmansee recently opened his 
second Training for Warriors location 
at 1514 Nira St. in San Marco. The first 
is located in Julington Creek.

“I chose the San Marco location 
because I feel it is one of the more 
vibrant areas to live in Jacksonville, 

and there is a great sense of 
health and community here,” said 
Woodmansee, who holds a Bachelor’s 
of Science in kinesiology.

TFW is a fitness program that 
builds muscle, burns fat, and helps 
clients get fit. TFW works with the 
weekend warrior, someone looking to 
get back into working out, or anyone 
that is looking to “bring out the 
warrior within.”

For more information, contact 
Woodmansee at (904) 268-5355 or visit 
www.TFWjax.com. Hours are Monday 
to Friday, 5 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, 6 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Colin Woodmansee
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March 20 • 11aM - 3pM 

THE SWEETEST DESTINATION ON EARTH
400 N. Hogan St. in Jacksonville, FL

904.376.7161   •   sweetpetescandy.com

games • crafts • fOOD trUcKs • caricatUres

easter bash

easter  
egg hunt  
0-2 Years 11:30

3-6 Years 12:00

7-10 Years 12:30

pictUres  
with the 

easter  
bunnY
iNsiDe sweet

pete’s

GAMES
AND 

CRAFTS
frOm

12:30-2pm

Crenshaw helps secure WWII 
medals for local family

Hunger Fight takes home $57,000 
from Super Service Challenge

Movers & shakers

While not the $50,000 grand prize 
winner in the 2015 Super Service 
Challenge, Hunger Fight did win 
the most individual awards than any 
nonprofit entered, for a total of $57,000 
in awards and matching funds.

“The outcome was unbelievable,” 
said Dean Porter, co-founder of 
Hunger Fight. “We are very happy, 
very excited. We have been so blessed.”

The Super Service Challenge began 
in 2011 in Indiana, promoting service 
in the workplace by encouraging 
companies to donate time, share 
stories of service and win funding for 
nonprofits in their communities. 

For the challenge, visitors to 
the website voted on videos about 
nonprofit organizations’ service events. 
Hunger Fight had several videos from 
sponsors of its food-packing events. 
Through online voting, Hunger Fight 
received 43 individual awards in 
amounts of $500, $1,000, $3,000 and 
$5,000. Of the 124 companies who 
gave matching funds, 16 companies 
chose Hunger Fight.

Porter estimates that Hunger Fight 
will probably pack two million meals 
in 2016 in Jacksonville and other 
markets, including Ocala, Gainesville, 
Savannah, Brunswick and Tallahassee.

Patrick Sells, Super Service Challenge executive director; Dean and Sherri Porter, Hunger Fight 
founders; Dave Lindsey, Super Service Challenge founder

Ryan Spohn and his wife, Donna, who is granddaughter to Arthur Jakubcewicz, Gabriel Spohn, 
great grandson of Arthur Jakubcewicz, Congressman Ander Crenshaw, Mary Summerfield, who is 
Arthur Jakubcewicz’s daughter, and her husband Ronald Summerfield

United States Congressman Ander 
Crenshaw recently helped secure World 
War II Army medals for San Marco 
resident Mary Summerfield, daughter of 
the late Army PFC Arthur Jakubcewicz. 

Crenshaw met with the Summerfield 
family in his Jacksonville office on Jan. 
21 and released the following statement:

“It’s a wish come true for Mary 
Summerfield, and I couldn’t have been 
more pleased to help make it happen! Now 
that Mary has received her late father’s 
World War II service medals, she’ll be 
able to pass along a piece of history to his 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
beyond,” said Crenshaw.

“On her behalf, I recently reached out to 
the Army to help secure medals that Army 

PFC Arthur Jakubcewicz did not receive 
following World War II. On January 21, 
Mary and her family told me how much 
they appreciated having Arthur’s World 
War II Victory Medal and the Honorable 
Service Lapel Button – WWII.

“Arthur Jakubcewicz, who served in 
Italy and Africa, passed away in 1959, and 
his daughter later pursued the medals. 
Now, thanks to Mary’s efforts, current and 
future generations of the family will be 
able to share how our nation honored his 
contributions to our country.” 

Crenshaw is Chairman of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial 
Services and General Government and 
Member of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense.

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30 • Saturday: 10:30 - 4:00

904.410.0127
4331 Longfellow St. 32210
Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com
www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

• Network set-up
• Computer clean-up 
• Installation & consultation 
• Small business & home

Don't leave it up to luck to keep your computer running properly!

Ortega Computer Repair
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From aspirin to automobiles, 
O’Steen family celebrates anniversary

Southbank welcomes 
tenants to Riverplace Tower
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Florida Governor Rick Scott, 
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry and 
Jacksonville City Council President Greg 
Anderson and JAXUSA Partnership 
Chairman Mark Frisch were all on 
hand to celebrate the opening of the 
Macquarie Group’s new Jacksonville 
Offices in Riverplace Tower Feb. 23.

The Macquarie Group, a global 
provider of banking, financial, advisory, 
investment and funds management 
services with its headquarters in Sydney, 
Australia, has established a Global 
Financial Services Center within 17,500 
square feet on the fifth floor of the 
iconic tower, overlooking the St. Johns 
River on the Southbank. The company 
transformed the space into a modern, 
open-concept work environment in order 
to promote collaboration and creativity.

With the move, Macquarie brings 65 
new employees to Jacksonville, however, 
the company anticipates expanding its 
workforce to 85 in March and more than 
127 by the end of 2017.

To help get the new offices up and 
running, Deputy Group Financial 
Controller Glen Scarott relocated 
to Jacksonville from Macquarie’s 
headquarters in Sydney, Australia. He 
will remain in Jacksonville for about 
six months. 

Also at the ceremony was 
Macquarie Group Chief Financial 
Officer Patrick Upfold.

Founded in 1969, Macquarie, which 
is the largest Australian investment 
bank and the top-ranked mergers and 
acquisitions advisor in the land down 
under has assets under management of 
more than $370 billion, operates in 28 
countries and employs more than 14,000 
people worldwide. Staff at O’Steen Volvo assemble to celebrate the dealership’s 20th anniversary.

Although the O’Steen family’s entry 
into the automotive industry began 45 
years ago when twin brothers Harold 
and Howard O’Steen moved from 
peddling aspirin to selling cars, it is the 
20th anniversary of O’Steen Volvo and 
O’Steen Volkswagen that was celebrated 
on Feb. 3.

“We bought them [the Volvo and 
Volkswagen franchises] from the Parrish 
family in 1996,” said Mark O’Steen, co-
owner of O’Steen Automotive Group, 
along with his brother, Hal, and cousin, 
Tom. “My dad, Harold, and my Uncle 
Howard were pharmacists on Edgewood 
Avenue when they got into the car 
business in 1970 with Luther Coggin. 
Tom and I started in the automotive 
business 34 years ago.”

The O’Steen family has been in 
Jacksonville for four generations and 
now, with Mark’s son, Chip, having 

opened a VW-Subaru dealership in 
Valdosta, Georgia, three generations have 
been in the automotive business.

“It’s an accomplishment. It’s a family 
business in every sense of the word,” 
said O’Steen. “We have a lot of repeat 
customers; we’re very fortunate, we have 
a great customer base. It’s a real blessing.”

Speaking of blessings, the O’Steen 
family is heavily involved with Ortega 
United Methodist Church. The dealerships 
also hold Alex’s Lemonade Stand events 
annually for childhood cancer awareness, 
and they are involved with the Rotary 
Club and many other organizations. 

Once considered a San Marco business 
when the franchises were located on 
North Philips Highway, the Volkswagen 
dealership moved in 2006 to ‘Auto 
Row’ south of The Avenues Mall. Volvo 
moved in 2014 to a location less than a 
mile north of O’Steen Volkswagen.

The O’Steen family – Harold, nephew Tom, sons Hal and Mark – owns a Volvo and a Volkswagen 
dealership, both located on Philips Highway on the Southside.

Glen Scarott, Macquarie, Deputy Group Financial Controller; Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry; Florida 
Governor Rick Scott; Macquarie Group CFO Patrick Upfold; City Council President Greg Anderson and 
Mark Frisch, Chairman of the JAXUSA Partnership. (Photo courtesy of Scott Smith/Monarch Studio)

Visit Jane and all her properties 
at www.janebracken.com 

904-982-0905
jane.bracken@era.com

4540 Southside Blvd, Ste 902
Jacksonville, FL 32216

Mandarin Riverfront
3,751 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 3.5 baths

$930,000

Jane K. Bracken
Broker AssociAte

Find Your Dream Home

New Listing in San Marco
2,901 sq ft / 4 bedrooms / 2.5 baths

$479,000

Top 
Agent 
2015!
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FIRST MONTH FREE

Join Your 
Neighborhood 

Gym!
$19.99/month
No long term contracts
GYM • ZUMBA • YOGA

Located off Atlantic Blvd near downtown

904-306-0344
Get a free trial today!
Positivelyfitforlife.com

Forgotten Fruit delivers win-win for homeowners and those in need
By Lara Patangan
Resident Community News

Living in the historic neighborhoods in 
Jacksonville, it is easy to find homeowners 
whose fruit bowls runneth over from citrus 
grown right in their own yards.  

Perhaps Florida should have been called 
the citrus state.

After all, according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Florida Field Office, during the last decade 
nearly three-quarters of all U.S. citrus was 
grown in Florida.  

From the tiny oval-shaped kumquat to the 
giant thick-skinned Pomelo, to the easy-to-
peel Satsuma to the tart tang of lemons and 
limes, many homeowners have more citrus 
than they can squeeze.  

Chuck Ward noticed this one day in 
2012, while on a walk with his 10-year-old-
daughter, Grace. They were discussing how 
God wants more from them than just his 
job selling computer software and her being 
a student. As they considered ways to live 
their faith more fully, Ward pointed to the 
abundance of fruit sagging from the trees in 
the yards they passed.  

From there, the seeds were planted to 
what would grow into Forgotten Fruit, an 
organization dedicated to helping those in 
need by harvesting fruit from the yards of 
homeowners and donating them to local 
rescue missions and others in need.  

With six fruit-pullers, extending 10 feet 
into the sky, the Ward family and a modest 
group of volunteers picked more than 10,000 
pounds of fruit last year. Ward spends up to 
20 hours a weekend harvesting fruit during 
the busiest seasons of fall and winter. 

Registered with the Department of 
Agriculture, Ward accounts for the pounds 
of produce he donates and currently uses 
a bathroom scale for this weighty task. He 
would eventually like to get a larger scale to 
make the process more efficient.  

But, like the thorns that often accompany 
some of the citrus that are picked, Ward 
acknowledges that these challenges are small 
in comparison.

“I just try and think about those who we 
are giving this fruit to,” said Ward.  “They have 
had a much harder time than thorns. We just 
want to give love, and this is how we do it.”

Forgotten Fruit doesn’t charge 
homeowners for the service of picking 
the fruit off their trees, which would likely 
otherwise begin to drop with decay. It’s also 
a boon to area nonprofits to have the rare 
opportunity to provide clients with fresh 
produce to eat, as well as supplement what is 
almost always a waning food pantry.   

Because Ward delivers the fruit to 23 
area organizations from as far away as 
Fernandina, the resources and money they 
would have spent on transportation can be 

used for other client services.  
Downtown Ecumenical Services Council’s 

Executive Director, Jeff Matthews, said the 
donations from Forgotten Fruit are a nice 
addition to what they are able to provide their 
clients, acknowledging the difficulty of providing 
fresh produce with its limited shelf life.

“DESC is so blessed to receive the bounty 
of citrus and produce from Forgotten Fruit,” 
explained Matthews. “Our clients get these 
rare treats of items that are freshly picked and 
delivered. What a beautiful, practical ministry.”

Mary Maszy, a St. Nicholas resident, 
learned about Forgotten Fruit from a friend 
and has relied on Ward’s organization to cull 
the surplus of citrus that is inevitable for most 
homeowners with backyard ornamentals. 

“After we ate it, canned it, made jelly 
from it, we still had a ton going to waste,” 
said Maszy. “I felt so fortunate to hear about 
this organization, Chuck is so faithful to 
his calling. It’s great to get to be a part of his 
mission.”

Over the past four years, Ward and his 
volunteers have picked 2,624 pounds of 
citrus off of Maszy’s four trees.   

“I am so blessed to live here,” said Maszy 
who grew up in New york. “Who has 
oranges, grapefruit and Meyer lemon trees 
on their property?”

The blessing of being a Floridian abounds, 
regardless of how you slice it.    

“I don’t want to just deliver fruit,” said 
Ward. “I want to deliver hope as well.”

Annalise, Ethan and Sofia help collect fruit

Charity Chili Cook-Off raises funds for Community Connections
Approximately 25 teams from the young Lawyers Section of the Jacksonville Bar 

Association competed for a variety of categories at the yLS annual Charity Chili 
Cook-off, at which over $5,000 was raised to benefit Community Connections of 
Jacksonville. 

While judges gave prizes to Gunster (Best Fixins’), Smith Hulsey & Busey (Most 
Original), Meatiest (McGuireWoods), Moseley Prichard Parrish Knight & Jones 

(Best Cornbread), Florida Coastal (Spiciest) and Coker Schickel Sorenson Posgay 
(Best Overall), the crowd favorite was Driver McAfee Peek & Hawthorne.

During the three-hour event at Riverside Arts Market on Feb. 20, visitors also enjoyed a 
complementary performance of Classic and Alternative Rock ‘n Roll by the band Fratello, 
whose lead singer, Bryan Sowards, is husband of Susan Sowards, executive director of the 
Jacksonville Bar Association.

Laura and Nathan Renstrom, Julie and Michael 
Gropper, ladled chili at the Holland & Knight cook-
off booth at Riverside Arts Market Feb. 20.

Representing the firm of Smith Hulsey & Busey, serving a prize-winning 
chili were Saad Perwaiz, Asghar Syed, Sabeen Perwaiz, Ross Chafin, John 
Thomas, and Andrew Scott. 

Lance Davies, Kyle Jacobs, Anna Burrus, Kristen Bracken, and Jennifer 
Pruden represent the law firm of Smith, Gambrell and Russell at the YLS 
Charity Chili Cookoff.
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Helping to HEAL autistic families, 

growing initiatives

Advocates and passionate supporters of The 
HEAL Foundation were out in full force for 
this year’s big gala. The TPC Clubhouse played 
host to the nonprofit organization’s Valley of 
Dreams Gala, delivering an outstanding event 
for patrons.

For families living with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, the funds raised at the event are 
crucial. The annual fundraiser helps to provide 
relief and support by providing outings and 
event programming, camps tailored to the 
needs of the Autism Community, educational 
seminars, classroom enhancements for parents, 
teachers and therapists and so much more. For 
more about HEAL and the impact fundraising 
dollars can have for families, visit www.
healautismnow.org.

Honoring the past at the Red Rose Ball

The 35th Annual Red Rose Ball’s theme, Remembering 
our History, Embracing our Future, drew patrons to the 
sold-out event of the social season. Each year, the ball raises 
money for various projects administered by St. Vincent’s 
HealthCare, a member of Ascension, the nation’s largest 
Catholic and non-profit healthcare system. Last year, the 
event raised almost $400,000.

Neily Braren, Margaret Conolly, 
Paula and Jay McGarvey

A big night for 
UF Health’s Heroes

Thanks to a big turnout for this year’s 
Night for Heroes Gala, outcomes will 
be bettered at our region’s top trauma 
center, right here in Jacksonville. The 
Hyatt Regency Riverfront played host 
to a conscientious group that helps to 
further the mission of UF Health and 
TraumaOne. The big financial injection 
brought by auction bids, donations 
and sponsorships by area donors and 
corporations will help to support the 
region’s only adult and pediatric Level I 
trauma center.

In 2015, the signature gala raised 
over $190,000 for the teams that make 
survival possible for victims of trauma 
throughout Northeast Florida. Alongside 
an honored patient each year, heroes 
recognized include a team of University 
of Florida physicians, UF Health nurses, 
TraumaOne flight crew, fire rescue and 
police, rehabilitation specialists, and 
many more along the spectrum of care. 
Held in February each year, the event 
took place Feb. 6 and is the top fundraiser 
for the hospital system.

Todd and Dana Bosco with Morgan Tyner 
and Josh Rotta

Paul Tan, Stephen Tan, Joann Tan and Ann Ebler

Will and Katie Lomax, Jenn and Ryan Hoover with 
Ashley and Duncan Tonkinson

Gala Chairs David and Amy Meyer with Tracy and David Williams with Blair and Zachary Sherman

Rafi Wartan and Denise Wartan Mike Rivera, Cindy Glover, Jodi Rivera and John Glover 

Dr. Ragu and Priyanka Murthy with Zeina Ossi and Dr. Paul Ossi
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Honoring the past at the Red Rose Ball

This year, all proceeds raised at the gala will benefit 
the St. Vincent’s Mobile Health Outreach Ministry, which 
provides free medical care to those who are struggling the 
most, including uninsured or under insured men, women 
and children throughout Northeast Florida. The ball was 
held at the Jacksonville Marriott at Southpoint, Feb. 12.

FOCUS on the Cummer, 
Celebrating 20 Years

It was 20 years ago that a loyal group of 
Beaches residents realized the value of their 
city’s greatest arts institution, The Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens. The group titled 
FOCUS, or Friends of the Ocean Communities 
United to Support the Cummer, has been 
behind the growth and initiatives of the 
museum for over two decades. 

The 20th Anniversary Gala was held at 
the TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse in order to 
thank supporters both past and present. The 
spectacular evening included cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, dinner and dancing, it was held on 
Jan. 30 in Ponte Vedra Beach. The evening’s 
entertainment was provided by The University 
of North Florida Music Department under the 
direction of Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki.

Marty Jones, Joe Hixon, Carolyn Lindsay, Renata 
Hixon, Josh White, Ambassador Nancy Soderberg 

and Nancy Soderberg

Champions for Children gather for ECS

The area’s best and brightest advocates for 
children gathered to celebrate 50 years of work on 
behalf of the Episcopal Children’s Services. This 
year’s Golden Gala brought together honorees 
selected by the Legacy Council advisory group and 
other board members. The Legacy Council was 
started 10 years ago to recognize both individuals 
and organizations that help elevate child welfare to 
the highest priority in our community.

The award has quickly become one of the 

highest honors to be bestowed on those most 
dedicated and committed to improving the lives of 
children and their families in Northeast Florida. 
This year’s Children’s Champions were Michael 
Aubin, FACHE, Hospital President, Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital; Gary Chartrand, Acosta Sales 
& Marketing, Executive Chairman of the Board; 
and Helen Lane, Community Volunteer and 
Philanthropist. The event was held Feb. 23 at the 
Prime F. Osborn Convention Center.

Mike Rivera, Cindy Glover, Jodi Rivera and John Glover 

Dr. Ragu and Priyanka Murthy with Zeina Ossi and Dr. Paul Ossi Dr. Steven Siegel and Betsy Siegel

Veronica Scott-Fulton 
with John Wilbanks Erica and Darryl Willie with Alva Roche-Green and Broderick Green

Rosemary Robie, Dr. Warner Webb and Sherie Webb James Gilvarry and Soo Lim with Jim and Kristi Aiello

Bill and Barbara Maletz with Russ and Susan Summers
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Pat Boone headlines gala 
for City Rescue Mission

With a nod to nostalgia, City Rescue 
Mission brought entertainer Pat Boone, 
a Jacksonville native, to perform at its 
70th Anniversary Gala on Feb. 4. The 
mission also brought back Donald 
Moody, its second executive director 
(then called superintendent), to 
celebrate seven decades of providing 
help to the homeless and the needy in 
Northeast Florida.

CRM was established in 1946 by a 
group of Christian businessmen who 
saw a need to help alcoholics in the 
Jacksonville area through “soup, soap 
and salvation.”

The shelter, which was housed for a 
time downtown at 700 Laura Street, was 

almost totally dilapidated when Moody 
and his family moved in. He devoted 
his first several months on the job to 
repairing it. After a fire bomb destroyed 
the mission in 1981, CRM rented space 
until New Life Inn was opened in 
1984 on State Street. The LifeBuilders 
addiction recovery and job-training 
program is run from the McDuff 
Avenue campus, purchased in 1998.

Last year the mission provided more 
than 250,000 meals, over 85,000 nights 
of shelter, nearly 500 free dental services 
and almost 1,500 free medical visits for 
homeless people, with an annual budget 
of $5.4 million that primarily comes 
from contributions and grants.

CRM’s second Executive Director, Donald 
Moody, elected in 1964, and his wife Loretta.

Chairman of the Board Carrie Harper and her 
husband, Kyle Harper, pose with Pat Boone, 
entertainer and Jacksonville native

5th Annual Mardi Gras fundraiser authentically fun
Jacksonville has its own 

annual Mardi Gras tradition – 
a fun-filled fundraising event 
for Community Connections 
of Jacksonville, a nonprofit 
which helps provide housing, 
among other critical services, 
for impoverished families. 

This year’s party, held 
Feb. 4 at the Garden Club 
of Jacksonville, featured 
authentic Cajun food with 
oysters and hors d’oeuvres, an 
open bar stocked with beer 
from Intuition Ale Works, a 
Hurricane Daiquiri Bar, live 
music performed by Mondo 
Mike and the Po Boys with 
Spice. New this year was 
Bourbon Street tasting and 
City Park Cigar sampling. 

Robert Arleigh White, Tom VanOsdol, Virginia Hall, Lelia Duncan

Clay and Elizabeth Watterson, Peyton and Scotty Clark

Renee Parenteau, Joe Snowberger
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Birthday bash raises tidy sum for San Jose Episcopal Day School

Birthday cake and other fabulous desserts from 
Peterbrooke Chocolatier were on the menu as San Jose 
Episcopal Day School celebrated its 65th birthday with a 
glittering gala buffet by Café Nola at The Carling Feb. 19.

Nearly 200 parents, faculty and staff, and alumni dating 
back to the 1950s sipped custom cocktails lighted by glow 

cubes created by the Grape and Grain Exchange. Party-
goers enjoyed cello music and dancing to a DJ, as well as a 
student art show.

Silent and live auctions as well as a black jack table 
helped raise $56,000 in support of the school. Led by 
emcee Al Emerick, the live auction included irresistible 

items such as a progressive dinner by boat and a custom-
made surf board created by San Jose Episcopal students.

During the event, the San Jose Episcopal Parents’ 
Association presented a check for $35,000, which, in 
addition to the tidy sum raised by the gala, will be used 
for various campus enhancements.

Cultural Council preps for 40th Arts Awards
It’s a big year for The 

Cultural Council of 
Greater Jacksonville, as the 
organization celebrates its 40th 
birthday. The plans are grand 
and the gatherings of top 
donors continue to generate 
energy for the upcoming gala, 
Boundless 40 Years. 40 Icons. 

Most recently, a private 
home in the Granada 
neighborhood played host to 
a meeting of the minds, Feb. 
9. By bringing gala chairs, 
host committee members, 
and other arts advocates 
together, the night was fit 
for a toast to progress in our 
city’s arts scene. Executive 
Committee Chair Franklin 
Danley, of Regions Bank, 
greeted guests and later spoke 
of the impact of the arts in 
Jacksonville. With over 27,000 
people employed in our city 
by this sector of the economy, 
Danley emphasized the need 
to support and advocate 
on behalf of artists and the 
‘creative class.’

Preston Haskell, Betsy Lovett, Honorary Chair Molly Curry and 
Mayor Lenny Curry

Alan and Gwen Howard with Michelle Calloway

Linda Stein, Alex Ackerman, Julius Gorospe, Ron Carzoli, Ryan 
Ali and Heather Moore Geraghty

Peyton receives Beman Award at 
annual Celebration of Golf banquet

Jacksonville’s 4th annual golf banquet 
drew a record crowd as 225 turned out 
Feb. 3 at Timuquana Country Club to 
honor local entrepreneur Herb Peyton 
with the Deane Beman Award. 

Peyton, owner of the Ponte Vedra 
Inn and Club and annual sponsor of the 
Gate Invitational and the Gate Senior 
Invitational, commented he only began 
playing golf late in life. 

The award is presented to a person or 
organization that has made significant 
contributions to golf in the area. The 
banquet is a joint effort of the Jacksonville 
Area Golf Association and the Northern 
Chapter of the North Florida PGA. 
Former U.S. and British Amateur winner 
Steve Melnyk was the guest speaker.

The past chairs of the Players 
Championship were represented by 
Anne Nimnicht, Theresa Greene-
Hazel and Wayne Waters. Nimnicht 
holds a Tour distinction as the only 
person to have chaired three events on 
the PGA Tour (Players,) Champions 
Tour (Legends of Golf) and Web.Com 
Tour (Web.Com Championship).

Bob Dolan, golf pro at the Columbia 

Country Club in Chevy Chase, Maryland, 
presented a portrait to Bill Hughes of the 
TPC Sawgrass, the 2015 Strausbaugh Award 
winner. This major PGA award is named 
after Columbia’s late pro, Bill Strausbaugh.

Sawgrass Country Club President Sam 
Harkleroad and husband Tom. She accepted 
the JAGA Community Service Award, which 
was given to the Sawgrass membership for 
their contributions to the game.

Herb Peyton, left, accepts the Deane Beman award 
from PGA Tour Commissioner Deane Beman. 

Chad and Jenny Clarke John and Homa Guy, Dr. Justin and Erica D’Arienzo Jessie and Holt Harrell Vanessa Price, PJ Young, Joe Hall Seth and Kathleen Pajcic
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Annual Heart of the 
Runway attendance doubles

Guests enjoyed bellinis among ball gowns on Feb. 11 at Linda Cunningham designer 
boutique for the 3rd annual Heart of the Runway fashion show and luncheon to 
benefit North Florida School of Special Education. 

With 160 in attendance, more than double the prior years, guests dined al fresco in the 
courtyard or sat cozily amid racks of Cunningham’s designs. Catered by the school’s own 
Berry Good Farms, the event included a parade of models, students and parents of the 
school. Fashions were provided by Dillard’s, which offered discounts to the student models. 

“The fashion show luncheon at Linda’s is one of our annual favorites. We were 
thrilled to have such a huge turn-out! New this year was the addition of our 
elementary students modeling clothing from Dillard’s,” said Sally Hazelip, NFSSE 
executive director. “It was an all-around lovely day showcasing NFSSE students and 
parents, our culinary team, one-of-a-kind artworks from our art program, beautiful 
spring clothing from Linda Cunningham’s and Dillard’s, and having the opportunity to 
share the North Florida School of Special Education story with our guests. ”

Gross results from the show were over $12,000 and Linda Cunningham will donate 10 
percent from all sales that day, according to Melanie Jensen, NFSSE development director.

Holly Brooks, Ginny Dostie Ginny Taylor, Diane Martin, Cindy Chomiak

Kelly Senteno, Laureen Husband Pam Onstead, Kathryn McGehee, Kathryn Peyton

Sally Hazelip, Dina Fetner, Linda Cunningham

Dogs, owners race to raise money 
for less fortunate family pet care

More than 1,200 dogs and their 
owners participated in the 2016 Chariots 
of Fur 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run Feb. 6 at 
Seawalk Pavilion in Jacksonville Beach.

An annual fundraiser for Saint Francis 
Animal Hospital, a non-for-profit 
veterinary facility in San Marco, the 
event raised approximately $30,000 to 
provide funding for medical care for less 
fortunate family pets.

Affectionate and enthusiastic pups 
were also allowed to compete in “best 
kisser” and “best tail wagger” contests. 
The top three finalists in the kissing 
competition participated in a “kiss off.”

Winners in the 5K race were awarded 
handmade ceramic dog bowls. The 
post-race festivities included live music, 
vendors, contests, food trucks, kid’s 
activities, as well as fly ball, agility and 

pet first aid demonstrations. Rescue dogs 
were available for adoption.   

Several San Marco businesses donated 
to the silent auction and raffle, allowing 
for more 50 gift baskets and 20 raffle 
items worth over $3,000 to be sold.

The three finalists participate in the Kiss-Off 
competition at Chariots of Fur fundraising 
event for Saint Francis Animal Hospital Feb. 6.

Saint Francis Animal Hospital volunteer Corinna 
Pihl and Sandy Golding, Saint Francis’s chief 
development officer, award Greg Barton with a 
ceramic dog bowl after he and his Pomeranian-
chow-pit bull placed third in the men’s race.
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Kid’s action figure toy a successful tool in therapy
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Though launched with the goal of inspiring 
creativity in children and encouraging 
them to “do good,” a chance encounter at a 
booth at One Spark 2015 has led to another 
application for the fledgling company, 
HeroMe.

“I ran into Peggy Bryan outside the 
HeroMe booth at One Spark. She was so 
passionate about HeroMe, it made me 
want to learn more,” said Courtney Hunter, 
philanthropy director at Children’s Home 
Society of Florida, Buckner Division (CHS). 
“I introduced myself to Annie [Bryan] at a 
Women’s Giving Alliance Social that evening 
at One Spark. I thought this would be great 
to use on campus with our kids who come 
through the therapy program.”   

Coincidentally, HeroMe founders Josh and 
Annie Bryan had begun thinking about how the 
action figures could be used therapeutically.

“We’ve heard anecdotally from parents that 
HeroMe has been a great tool to help their 
children communicate and tell stories about 
their lives,” said Annie Bryan. “As a result, 
we’ve been pursuing partnerships to quantify 
the impact that HeroMe can have on a child 
beyond just developing creativity and story-
telling skills.”

The collaboration process with Josh and 
Annie Bryan took about four months to 
work out.

“We had quite a few ‘get-to-know-us’ 
meetings at CHS,” said Hunter. “We wanted 
Annie and Josh to really understand what our 
clients and their families were going through, 
as well as see how much this could help our 
therapists in their work. We wanted this to 
happen gradually so that both parties were 
seeing the benefit and had input on what was 
done next.”   

The pilot program to use customized 
action figures for therapy sessions launched 
in September 2015 and already has seen some 
outstanding initial results.

“The response has been tremendous. 
The kids’ enthusiasm for the action figure 
really promoted client engagement,” said 
Jessica Henderson, CHS clinical supervisor. 
“Additionally, trauma therapy can initially be 
intimidating and scary for young children. 
Having their own special hero provided a 
source of comfort.”

CHS therapists selected 15 children to 
participate in the initial pilot program, for 
which HeroMe donated customized action 
figures for each participant’s use during 
therapy sessions. The children in the program 
create their own 12-inch heroes by choosing 
a head, one super-powered arm, and one 

super-powered leg, and giving the HeroMe 
a name, personality and story. The HeroMe 
is the child’s unique creation, and once they 
are discharged from therapy they keep their 
action figure and receive a matching cape.

 Over the course of 12 weeks, CHS 
therapists used the HeroMe Action Figures to 
encourage dialogue and reinforce therapeutic 
concepts both during therapy sessions and 
once the child was at home. 

The therapists experienced breakthroughs 
for children for which conventional play 
therapy hadn’t made much of a difference.

“We have had children who were initially 
very resistant to the therapeutic process. 
With Hero Me, the clinicians were able 
to build on the child’s excitement and 
interest in their action figures as a means to 
engage them in their counseling services,” 
Henderson said. “Moving forward, clinicians 
were able to deliver interventions and more 
complex therapeutic concepts in creative 
and fun ways with more interest and 
engagement from the child.” 

Caregivers also have been receptive to 
HeroMe therapy. “We have utilized various 
hero-based therapy interventions to promote 
the use of therapeutic skills at home and 
in school,” Henderson said. “Many of our 
caregivers have reported seeing positive 
changes associated with this project.” 

Children use customized action figures in 
therapy at Children’s Home Society.

South Jax Presbyterians 
gather to greet new pastor

In order to properly welcome The Reverend Dr. Bruce 
E. Hedgepeth as pastor of South Jacksonville Presbyterian 
Church, his congregation arranged several special “meet and 
greet” sessions in church members’ homes in early February.

 In one of four of these gatherings, a small group 
of churchgoers met at the home of Marilyn and Peter 
Carpenter in Mandarin Feb. 12 in order to get to know their 
new pastor one-on-one. 

During the meeting, the assembly settled in the living 
room to introduce themselves and share the spiritual 
journeys that led them to South Jacksonville Presbyterian 
Church. After the meeting, the group enjoyed a table full of 
luscious desserts.

“I’m really impressed with the deep connections within 
this church family,” said Hedgepeth.

After the meeting, Tom Ranney of San Marco, co-
chair of the church nominating committee, said that 
Hedgepeth has a unique form of preaching, which 
he really enjoys. “When he preaches, he stands there 
with no notes,” he said. “you get a whole fascinating 
interpretation of the Scripture.”

Linda Everett, Dr. Bruce Hedgepeth, Marcia Doby 
and Tom Baber

Becky Mercer, Ana Lugo, Cheryl Dore, Jeane Chappell and Mary Bird

Cathy Carnes, Raymond Carnes, Marcia Doby, Marilyn Carpenter and 
Leone Faust

Leone Faust, Debbie Coates, Judy Breitmoser and 
Jean Waters
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Children’s dance troupe highlights 40th Sister Cities Anniversary
A blending of cultures was evident at the 

40th Twinning Anniversary Celebration of 
Jacksonville and Murmansk, Russia Feb. 13 
at the San Jose Country Club. The evening 
commemorated educational, medical and 
cultural exchanges the two cities have shared 
during the past 40 years.

“The Little Stars,” a children’s dance troupe 
from Jacksonville’s Global Outreach Charter 
Academy, performed several traditional 
Russian folk dances. During one dance, the 
youngsters were accompanied by soloist 
Natalya Prikhodko.

The evening included a buffet dinner, 

silent auction, video greetings from 
Murmansk, from The Honorable Aleksey 
Veller, head of Murmansk Municipality, 
and a slide presentation entitled “40 years of 
Friendship and History” narrated by Ksenia 
Panova. Panova and Jacksonville Sister Cities 
Association Vice President of the Murmansk 
Committee Polina Ladyzhenskaya led a 
Murmansk trivia session.

Also attending was Viktor Lazarev, an 
artist from Kazakhstan, in the former Soviet 
Union, who moved to Jacksonville in 2000. 
Lazarev’s oil and acrylic paintings were on 
display in the banquet room.

Board members of the Jacksonville Sister Cities Association include Polina Ladyzhenskaya, vice 
president, Murmansk, Russia; Crystal Broughan, immediate past president; Tongila Manly, president; 
Steve Manis, treasurer; Dr. Leo Davis, director; Tina Daniels, emeritus; Luz Font, director.

Performing at the 40th Twinning Anniversary Celebration of Jacksonville and Murmansk, Russia, were 
the children’s dance troupe from Jacksonville Global Outreach Charter Academy. The youngsters 
performed traditional Russian dances for an enthusiastic crowd at the San Jose Country Club, Feb. 13.

Anthony and Irina Rasmus enjoyed dinner during 
the 40th Twinning Anniversary Celebration of 
Jacksonville and Murmansk, Russia at the San 
Jose Country Club. The couple fell in love when 
Anthony participated in a 1995 educational 
exchange in Murmansk where Irina served as 
his translator. Married in 1996, the couple have 
a 14-year-old son, Anthorin. Nicknamed Tori, 
Anthorin’s name is a combination of both his 
parents’ first names, illustrating the sisterhood 
between of Jacksonville and Murmansk.

Viktor Lazarev, a Russian artist who was born in 
Kazakhstan, U.S.S.R. and moved to Jacksonville 
in 2000, displayed his acrylic and oil paintings 
during the 40th Twinning Anniversary 
Celebration of Jacksonville and Murmansk, 
Russia Feb. 13 at the San Jose Country Club.

Holland & Knight helps women 
network, strengthen bonds

Local female business professionals came out for an engaging evening of socializing and 
networking during the Holland & Knight Women’s Initiative Fifth Annual Chocolate & Wine 
Pairing event Feb. 11. The event draws a crowd of like-minded professionals in order to share 
their goals and carve out local connections in business and nonprofit pursuits.  

The tasteful affair paired all-natural chocolates from local confectioners with carefully 
selected wines during the annual February function. Holland & Knight invited the guests to 
join their team of female lawyers and played host to the event at their offices in the Bank of 
America Tower at 50 N. Laura St. Suzanne Crittenden with Stephanie Durham, Steffani Fletcher, Joanelle Mulrain and Chris Schwing

Sarah Boone with Jennifer Mansfield and Lisa Sheppard Michael Suda, Michelle Borandi, Gabrielle Morolla and Erin Souilliard Caryn Carreiro with Renee Naughton, Ashley Scott and 
Kimberly Waterhouse
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From San Marco to Oxford – local chamber 
music society sets sights on England

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Little did Principal Oboist Eric Olson 
know when he joined the Jacksonville 
Symphony 30 years ago he would meet his 
future wife, Ellen, in the orchestra, or that 
they would one day perform together in 
Oxford, England.

And little did either know the path to 
Great Britain would begin when their 
daughter, now 20, was diagnosed with 
juvenile diabetes. 

Fifteen years ago the Olsons began 
holding yearly benefit concerts with a 
small group from the Symphony to raise 
funds for the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF).

Seven year later, in 2008, the Olsons 
founded the San Marco Chamber Music 
Society, the next – but as yet unknown – 
step to Oxford. 

What began as a once-a-year benefit 
concert, which raised more than $12,000 
over the years for JDRF, soon morphed 
into five performances a year, fulfilling 
the society’s mission to present the best 
chamber music it can to the biggest 
audience it can, and making every concert 
free to the public.

The Olsons are once again 
fundraising, but this time it’s for a 
different cause. The San Marco Chamber 
Music Society is participating in a 
cultural exchange with The Adderbury 
Ensemble, of Oxford, England. 

Last year Rod Morris and his wife, 
Annie, who plays the violin with the 
Jacksonville Symphony, had hosted 
longtime British friends and supporters of 
the arts, Roger and Juliet Curry, on a visit 
to Jacksonville. “Juliet said ‘We need to 
bring a group of your symphony musicians 
to England,’ and I thought what would be 
cool is a swap,” said Morris, fundraising 
chairman for the group.

Promoting Jacksonville as an arts 
community

“One of the reasons we want to do this is 
to promote Jacksonville on an international 
stage,” said Morris. “British people know 
about Florida, but they know it as Naples, 
St. Pete, Tampa, Miami. It’s our opportunity 
to wave a flag and say ‘Come see us.’”

Morris is trying to obtain corporate 
and individual sponsors for the trip, and 
would welcome them into the entourage 
on the trip. 

“We’ll promote our sponsors while 
we’re over there,” he said. “I think this is 
so important and such an unusual venture 
that if we get to the right people [to 
sponsor] I think they will agree that it’s a 
pretty good project.”

To support the San Marco Chamber 
Music Society’s cultural exchange, visit 
www.sanmarcochambermusic.org/support-
us-.html or to become a sponsor, contact 
Rod Morris at (904) 230-4114 or rod.
morris@comcast.net.

Hair replacement specialist 
retires to serve others

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

The man whose first name is 
synonymous with toupees and wigs in 
Northeast Florida and South Georgia is 
about to retire from the hair business. 

Since 1965, when he bought the 
beauty shop, Lillian’s Hairstylers, 
changing the name to Jean’s Coiffures, 
Jean Proulx has been a fixture on the 
commercial landscape in St. Nicholas 
Town Center.

This changed on Jan. 23 when 
Proulx sold his commercial building 
comprising four storefronts on Beach 
Boulevard, to Janet and Eric Johnson 
of Julington Creek. With the sale, the 
Johnsons took over Jean’s Hair Systems, 
as well as a meeting room for The St. 
Nicholas Group, a 12-step recovery 
program, and the home office of 
Northeast Florida Intergroup Services 
headquarters. Two years ago, the couple 
purchased Proulx’s business, Jean’s Wig 
Shop, which supplies wigs to people 
suffering from cancer treatments or 
thinning hair. 

With the recent sale, the Johnsons 
will own the building housing their 
wig business while taking over Proulx’s 
customized hairpiece business for men, 
keeping him on as a consultant for the 
next six months. The Johnsons said they 
intend to continue to rent to his other 
tenants as well.

“I’m super excited for this 
opportunity,” said Janet Johnson. “It 
was a perfect match. I used to work in a 
beauty shop, and a customer asked me 
to cut a wig for her daughter who was 
going through chemo. I did it, and she 
liked it. I told my husband there was a 
need for this, he found that this shop 
was for sale and the rest is history.”

A life for service

A native of Lewiston, Maine, Proulx 
found his way to Florida when he 
enlisted in the Navy and was stationed in 
Key West. At 20 he was discharged and 
intended to head back to Berlin, New 
Hampshire, to work with his father as 
an automobile mechanic. When his car 
broke down in Jacksonville on the trip 

north, he decided to stay and look for 
a job. When he came up dry in his job 
search, he enrolled in beauty school.

“When my car broke down, I called 
my father. He said ‘Don’t worry. No 
hurry. We’re all snowed in up here.’ At 
the time the temperature down here 
was 74 degrees, so I knew I had to find 
another career,” said Proulx.

After graduating first in his class 
from beauty school in 1959, Proulx 
became a stylist at May-Cohens 
Department Store downtown. Six years 
later, Proulx decided to buy Lillian’s 
Hairstylers, a small salon located at 
3132 Beach Boulevard in St. Nicholas. 
“I was 27 when I bought the shop,” 
Proulx said. “In that neighborhood it 
was the largest beauty shop with 13 
people on the payroll at one time. I 
continued operating the beauty shop on 
a smaller scale until a few years ago, later 
converting it into a full wig shop.”

In 1969, Proulx said he was contacted 
and interviewed by International Hair, 
Inc. and a few years later he opened a 
men’s hair replacement studio. “Due to 
changing needs and the beauty shop 
business declining, I ended up with a 
high-quality wig shop – the largest in all 
of northeast Florida,” he said.

A 12-step mentor

In 1964, Proulx recognized he 
suffered from alcohol addiction 
and became involved with a 12-step 
program. Sober for 42 years, he is now 
considered an ‘old-timer’ and often 
mentors those who need help. 

Although Proulx plans to leave 
the hair business for good once his 
consultancy is over, he said he has 
no intention of retiring. Instead he 
intends to put his time and energy 
into serving more fully the 12-step 
substance abuse program he started 
up in St. Nicholas 16 years ago, 
and which has met for years in his 
former building.

“I’m retiring from this but not 
retiring without a purpose to serve 
others,” he said. “There is no such 
thing as retirement. your life should be 
for the service and purpose to do the 
will of God.”

The Olsons, along with four other musicians – the Symphony’s Principal Flutist Les Roettges; Aurica Duca, 
principal second violin; Clinton Dewing, violin; and Dr. Nick Curry, associate professor of cello at the University 
of North Florida – are trying to raise nearly $20,000 for the trip. They also have to pay for an airplane seat for 
Dr. Curry’s cello.

Jean and Barbara Proulx

The Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary present

THURSDAY • MARCH 31, 2016
Auction opens at 10:30 a.m. • Luncheon 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

30th Anniversary 
CELEBRITY CHEFS 

TASTING 
LUNCHEON & 

SILENT AUCTION

TICKETS $30
For Information 904-301-4841
www.salvationarmynefl.org

FREE PARKING
The Prime Osborn Convention Center

1000 Water Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204Doing the most good.
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San Jose resident remembered with garden memorial
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

On the banks of Christopher Creek, in 
the northwest corner of Nathan Krestul 
Park, is a butterfly garden in dire need 
of maintenance. It’s been four years 
since Mary Wheatley, who died in 2014, 
meticulously tended the prize-winning beds 
she installed in 2000. Although she is no 
longer around to weed, water and fertilize 
the plots, she has not been forgotten.

On Jan. 22, several friends and nearby 
residents joined her widowed husband, 
William, as a memorial plaque in her name 
was installed at the site by Brian Burket, 
volunteer coordinator for the city’s Park 
and Recreation Department. In addition to 
her name, the plaque includes information 
about Wheatley’s lifetime accomplishments.

“I’m very proud of the fact that the 
neighborhood wanted to do it,” said William. 
“It never occurred to me they were that 
appreciative of what Mary had done. My 
family is very appreciative of it happening.”

The plaque was funded from donations 
raised by Wheatley’s neighbors and 
spearheaded by two of her neighbors, Ann 
Lentz and Staci Rosenblum. 

“She started the park in 2000 and spent 
lots of time down there. The neighborhood 
became interested. Lots of people were 
interested because they like to walk in this 
neighborhood and they would walk down 
there and talk with her,” said William. “After 
she died, the neighborhood got the idea to 
put a plaque up for her.”

A church musician, organist and 
choir director who worked for both First 
Christian Church in Mandarin and later 
for Avondale United Methodist Church, 
Wheatley became seriously interested in 
planting butterfly gardens after she retired 
from the Avondale church in 1998. 

As a retirement gift, the Avondale 
church membership sent Wheatley and her 
husband on a trip to Arizona. Although 
she had been a successful backyard 
gardener for years, Wheatley’s interest in 
the native plants that attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds spiked when she visited a 
hummingbird sanctuary near the Mexican 
border, said William.

 “She was interested before, but the trip 
emphasized it,” he explained. “She’d been 
a music teacher who taught hand bells 
and vocal music at church. She headed 
children’s choirs and after she retired, she 
wanted to teach people about butterflies 
and hummingbirds.”

Although she had no formal training in 
gardening, Wheatley began planting the 
garden in what was then called La Voca 
Park 16 years ago. “When she became 
interested, she found people who knew 
what she wanted to know. She joined 
gardening clubs and learned everything she 
could learn from them,” said William. “She 
was a person who was very enthusiastic 
about what she did, and she knew what she 
was doing.”

A member of the Florida Native Plant 
Society, Wheatley won first place in the 
non-professional butterfly habitat category 
for her creation of the garden in Nathan 
Krestul Park in 2003.

Wheatley was careful to cultivate only 
host plants butterflies would lay eggs upon, 
said William, noting his wife generously 
supplied her neighbors with starter plants 

from the garden.
 “I was her handyman. When she started 

the garden, she had me build a kiosk so 
she could put photos of the butterflies and 
name their host plants so people could 
identify them,” William said, adding 
his wife was often asked to speak about 
butterflies and gardening at local schools 
and occasionally gave tours of her garden to 
groups of children.

 “She was down there every single day. 
She was amazing. She inspired me to do 
the things I’ve done in my yard,” said her 
neighbor and good friend, Ann Lentz, 
who won an award from the University 

of Florida for having a “Florida Friendly” 
yard. “I’ve always felt I have to share it [the 
award] with Mary. She was my inspiration,” 
Lentz said. “People would come to ask me 
the names of the flowers and trees, but 
I’d have to refer them to Mary because I 
entrusted her with all that information.”

When an “interruption” in the park’s 
water supply made it impossible for her 
to water the plants, Wheatley retired from 
caring for the garden in 2012.

Since she stopped tending the plants, 
maintenance of the garden has been done by 
volunteer groups, said Burket. “About twice 
a year they cut back overgrown vegetation, 

pull weeds and add mulch,” he said.
Tanner Moore, a Boy Scout with Troop 

321, intends to rehabilitate the garden for 
his Eagle project in the early spring, Burket 
said. “His project will involve replacing 
all the landscape timbers that border the 
garden, removing weeds and overgrowth, 
planting native butterfly-attracting plants 
and adding fresh mulch,” he said.

Following the completion of Moore’s 
project, the city is looking for a dedicated 
group or individual to take over the garden’s 
ongoing maintenance. Interested gardeners 
should contact Brian Burket at (904) 225-
7935 or email him at bburket@coj.net.

Mary Wheatley waters the plants in her butterfly garden in 2003. In the rear is 
a kiosk made by her husband, William, displaying information on the various 
plants and butterflies within the garden.

William Wheatley and his neighbors gather for a small garden dedication 
ceremony in January in honor of his late wife, Mary, near the butterfly garden 
she created and maintained in Nathan Krestul Park.
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Long lasting 
benefits from 
five who didn’t 
accept ‘no’

Women who stepped ‘out of role’ served city and its citizens well
By Lorrie DeFrank
Resident Community News

These days, it’s not unusual to find women in every profession and civic endeavor. Not so in the last century. However, 
Jacksonville’s history boasts strong and successful women who significantly contributed to the fabric of our society. In 
observance of Women’s History Month, this feature spotlights five accomplished women who have made huge impacts in 
humanitarianism, philanthropy, politics, architecture, beautification and culture. Because of their determination, persistence 
and talents, they serve as timeless role models for today’s women.

Clara White founder ‘did 
good’ just about everywhere

“Do all the good you can, in all the ways 
you can, in all the places you can, for all the 
people you can, while you can.” 
– Eartha M.M. White

An adopted daughter of former slaves, 
Eartha Mary Magdalene White left a 
humanitarian and philanthropic legacy 
that continues to touch thousands of 
Jacksonvillians. A shrewd businesswoman 
who gave her fortune to the less fortunate 
and said she was too busy helping others 
to marry, White founded the Clara White 
Mission in 1904 to carry on the charitable 
work of her mother, its namesake. Today, 
the mission on West Ashley Street serves 
400 meals daily, houses 32 homeless 
veterans monthly and provides a multitude 
of other services for the needy.  

“A lot of her programs still resonate 
with society today,” said Ju’Coby Pittman, 
the mission’s president and CEO. “From 
an economic standpoint, we have been 

able to not only feed people but also train 
and employ them. People who have not 
had jobs in some time are now taxpaying 
individuals. Miss White developed 
sustainable programs that we are able to 
continue. We’re proud to be able to pick 
up where she left off. It wasn’t about color 
for her. It was about customizing programs 
that will transition people to the next part 
of their life journeys.”

“The Great Fire of 1901,” co-authored 
by Wayne W. Wood and Bill Foley, 
recounts how White saved the records of 
the Afro-American Insurance Company 
from the blaze that destroyed much of the 
city. She was its first woman employee, 
moonlighting as a secretary to the 
business manager. The book calls White’s 
multifaceted career “so rich and full that 
no other person in this town has ever 
equaled it.”

Following graduation from Stanton 
School in 1893, White toured the country 
and abroad as a soprano with an African-
American opera company. After returning 
to Jacksonville in 1896 and receiving a 
degree from Florida Baptist Academy, she 
pursued entrepreneurial and humanitarian 
efforts that earned her numerous awards 
and honors, including appointment to 
President Richard Nixon’s National Center 
for Voluntary Action and a visit to the 
mission from Eleanor Roosevelt. 

A teacher for 16 years, she operated a 
dry goods stores, janitorial service, taxi 
company and steam laundry. In addition 
to the mission, her charitable impact 
includes establishing a hospital, boys’ club, 
home for unwed mothers, orphanage, 
childcare center and rehab program for 
released prisoners. 

In a 1982 Florida Times-Union story 
then-Mayor Hans Tanzler called her 
“irrepressible and undeniable.” White lived 
on the second floor of her mission from 
1932 until her death at age 97 in 1974, and 
was instrumental in starting a nursing 
home at age 89.

Eartha White (Photo courtesy of Jacksonville 
Historical Society Collection)

‘Steel Magnolia’ 
remembered through park

Residents of Jacksonville have a 
perpetual and lovely reminder of an 
influential woman who represented 
Jacksonville citizens passionately at local 
and national levels. Just down the road 
at 7000 Roosevelt Blvd., Tillie K. Fowler 
Regional Park was named for the woman 
who pushed to develop the 507-acre tract 
that had been leased from the U.S. Navy, 
for which she was a strong advocate. 

After serving on Jacksonville City 
Council from 1985 to 1992, Fowler was 
the first Florida Republican woman 
elected in her own right to the U.S. House 
of Representatives, where she served four 
terms. The only Republican woman on 
the House Armed Services Committee, 
she was nicknamed “Steel Magnolia” 
for her solid support of the military—
largely because of its huge presence in 
Jacksonville—and opposition to cuts in 
defense spending.

Congressman Ander Crenshaw, 
chairman of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Financial Services 
and General Government, said, “I was 
honored to call Tillie Fowler one of my 
closest friends. Remembered for putting 
the needs of Northeast Florida first, she 
upheld our region’s strong Navy heritage, 
represented the needs of individuals 
and families with an incomparable work 
ethic, and played a key role in making 
our nation a better place. We can all learn 
from the exceptional example of public 
service she set and pay her tribute by 
carrying that out today and in the years 
to come.”  

Born in Milledgeville, Ga., Fowler 
attended law school at the urging 
of her father, longtime Democratic 
Georgia State Sen. Culver Kidd who 
recognized his daughter’s persistence and 
outspokenness. After graduating from 
Emory University in Atlanta in the mid-
1960s she worked as a legislative assistant 
to Rep. Robert G. Stephens Jr., a Florida 
Democrat, because no Atlanta firm would 
hire a woman litigator.

 After moving to Jacksonville in 
1971 with her husband of three years, 
attorney L. Buck Fowler, she became 
active in the community, including 
serving as president of Junior League 
where she garnered considerable 
political support. In a show of her well-
known determination and to her father’s 
dismay, she switched party affiliations to 
Republican.

Before her death from a brain 
hemorrhage at age 62 in 2005, she was 
a Washington-based partner in the law 
firm of Holland & Knight and continued 
to lobby on behalf of Jacksonville on 
military issues. 

A year before she died Fowler told 
Florida Times-Union writer Judy Wells 
that “no” to her always meant you had to 
get more creative; there’s always a way to 
do something.

Tillie Fowler (Photo courtesy of Jacksonville 
Historical Society Collection)
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City’s first female architect a 
‘trailblazer’

Way back in the early 1900s, when for the 
most part women were nurses or teachers 
if they worked outside the home at all, 
Henrietta Dozier was designing buildings 
in Jacksonville and directing contractors on 
how to construct them. A trailblazer for sure, 
she was the city’s first female architect.

In a 1939 interview for the Federal Writers 
Project, a government project to fund written 
work and support writers during the Great 
Depression, she said, “ I do not know whether 
my life history will be of any interest but, 
believe me, I have always lived! I love life and I 
want to live just as long as I can be of any use.”

Feisty and accomplished, especially for her 
time, Dozier, who was born in Fernandina 
Beach in 1872 and died in 1947, indeed is 
remembered for her exceptional talent and 
her creative structures that remain today.

Her designs include St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church at 801 N. Pearl St.; the Old Federal 
Reserve Bank Building at 424 N. Hogan St.; 
Lampru Court Apartments on Boulevard 
Street; and residences at 1819 Goodwin St. 
and 1814 Powell Place. She also designed the 
impressive former residence that now houses 
the Deas Law Firm at 2215 River Blvd. in St. 
Johns Quarter. 

“I am a huge fan of her work,” said Richard 
Skinner, president of Richard Skinner and 
Associates, an architectural firm at 2245 
St. Johns Ave. “There was always a unique 
feature in her architecture that was subtle. 
Never ostentatious, always elegant.”

In addition to the simple elegance of the 
house on Goodwin Street, Skinner said 
his favorite Dozier design is “a sweet little 
house on Hedrick between Van Wert and 
Shadowlawn that is very unassuming … a 
beautifully designed house with a unique 
entrance on an inside corner. It stands out.” 

Skinner said it’s important to note that 
architecture was largely a man’s profession 
back then, yet Dozier was designing beautiful 
buildings and getting them built. “Having 
clients who believed in her was a testament 
to her skills, not to mention dealing with the 
contractors,” he said. “She broke new ground. 
Graduating from MIT was also a testament to 
her will and commitment.”

Of the three women in her class at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, she 
was the only one to graduate—with an 
advanced degree in architecture in 1899. 
After working in Atlanta for 13 years, she 
moved her practice to Jacksonville in 1914. 
During World War I she worked for the city’s 
Engineering Department. 

“I have been a ‘lone wolf ’ right along,” 

Dozier shared in that 1939 interview. “I 
have never had any woman associate in my 
work, and so far as I know have never had 
any competition in this line in Jacksonville. 
I have always had to compete with men, yes. 
In submitting designs, plans, bids, I have 
never asked any consideration at any time 
because I happened to be a woman; I put 
all my cards on the table in fair and honest 
competition, and ask only consideration on 
the same basis.”

Henrietta Dozier (Photo courtesy of Jacksonville 
Historical Society Collection)

Exquisite Riverside museum, 
gardens a gift from one 
resident to all

With her love and knowledge of 
horticulture and art, Ninah Cummer was 
a major force in creating and preserving 
Jacksonville’s cultural identity. The Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens on Riverside 
Avenue is on the land where she lived with 
her husband, Arthur Gerrish Cummer, in 
a large English Tudor Revival house. The 
lumber baron family’s compound included 
two other homes and expansive gardens that 
Cummer cultivated through the decades and 
that continue to amaze visitors today. 

An avid gardener who collected European 
treasures that included Old Master portraits, 
Cummer willed that her home and gardens 
be turned into a museum. 

Born in 1875 in Indiana, she met her 
future husband at the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor. The couple married in 1897 
and settled in Jacksonville. Cummer was 
involved in the city’s reconstruction efforts 
following its devastating 1901 fire and was 
active in the Woman’s Club, Children’s 
Home Society and Red Cross. In 1922 she 
organized the Garden Club of Jacksonville. 

Holly Keris, the museum’s chief 
curator, said that although the Cummer 
family’s contribution to Jacksonville 
often focuses on the founding of the 
museum, their true legacy touches many 
aspects of the community. 

“Perhaps less well known is Mrs. Cummer’s 
incredible commitment to the beautification 
of Jacksonville. Her personal gardens are a 
tangible example of her desire to see beautiful 
spaces peppered throughout the city,” Keris 
said. “Through the trial and error efforts on 
her own property, Mrs. Cummer built a deep 
knowledge of Florida horticulture, which 
she shared locally and across the state. In this 
community, she was an active advocate for 
the preservation of public green spaces and 
the creation of public parks, most notably 
Riverside’s Memorial Park, founded and 

Ninah Cummer (Woodward Studio, Ninah M. H. 
Cummer (1875 – 1958) in her garden, c. 1929, 
gelatin print, The Cummer Museum of Art & 
Gardens Archives)

developed by a citizen’s committee as a World 
War I memorial. Mrs. Cummer worked with 
the Olmsted Bros. firm on the particulars of 
the park, including the plant choices. In her 
will, she noted her desire to create ‘a center 
of beauty and culture’ for the benefit of ‘all 
of the people.’ Although she specifically was 
referring to the museum itself, Memorial Park 
certainly is another outstanding example of 
her continuing imprint on our city.”

A current exhibit at the Cummer Museum 
is devoted to the civic advocacy of Ninah 
Cummer, who died in 1958. “Conservation, 
Beautification and a City Plan: Ninah 
Cummer and the Beautification of 
Jacksonville” will run through Nov. 27. 

“As a member of the City Planning 
Advisory Board and chairman of the Special 
Garden Club Committee, Mrs. Cummer was 
instrumental in conserving, preserving and 
developing Jacksonville’s green spaces,” Keris 
said. “Using materials from the Cummer 
Museum, Florida Times-Union, Jacksonville 
Historical Society, University of North 
Florida and others, the exhibit explores her 
impact on the beautification of Jacksonville.”
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Former school teacher 
turns wealth manager 
extraordinaire

Philanthropist extraordinaire Jessie Ball 
duPont grew up in a family still struggling 
financially from the devastation of the Civil 
War in northern Virginia, where at age 14 
she met multi-millionaire Alfred I. duPont 
who was there on a hunting trip. After 
marrying him in 1921 at age 37, the couple 
lived on his estate in Delaware where she 

Jessie Ball duPont (Photo courtesy of Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund)

began a financial venture that has funded 
hundreds of worthy causes in Northeast 
Florida for decades. 

Based in Jacksonville, the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund is a national foundation 
that makes grants to organizations whose 
eligibility is determined exclusively by 
her personal philanthropic decisions. Its 
grant making totals $12 million to $18 
million a year, mostly for community 
service projects.

Previously a school teacher in Virginia, 
she moved in 1908 with her parents to San 
Diego, where she became an elementary 
school principal and saved her money 
to award college scholarships to needy 
students. In 1920 she reconnected with 
duPont, an industrialist and philanthropist 
whose wealth she eventually wisely 
managed, with the help of her brother 
Edward Ball, to assist generations of people. 

After living in Delaware for six years, the 
duPonts moved to Jacksonville where they 
built a 58-acre estate they named Epping 
Forest on the St. Johns River. When Alfred 
died in 1935 his wife assumed control of his 
business enterprises and became principal 
trustee of his estate. One of the foundations 
she created in his memory was to build 
a children’s hospital, now the Nemours 
Foundation. In her later years she moved 
back to the Nemours Estate in Delaware, 
where she died in 1970 at age 86. 

 “Jessie Ball duPont was a woman of great 
conviction and independent spirit at a time 
when women were not encouraged to be 
strong leaders. But it is her thoughtfulness 
in the disposition of her estate that I reflect 
upon most often,” said Sherry P. Magill, 
president, Jessie Ball duPont Fund. “She 
cared about particular places, and she 
cared deeply about the people who lived 
in those places—rich and poor, educated 
and uneducated, black and white. She 
structured her legacy to be lasting, but not 
rigid, and, as a result, the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund can be responsive to the needs of a 
21st Century world.”

Magill said Jacksonville has clearly 
benefitted from that legacy. Since its 
inception, the Fund has invested more than 
$76 million in Jacksonville, not including 
$26 million for the repurposing of the 
former Haydon Burns Library into the 
Jessie Ball duPont Center.

The Fund owns the center, a gathering 
place for philanthropy and nonprofits 
that opened last year in the former main 
library building at 40 E. Adams St. It houses 
a dozen nonprofits, including the Fund, 
United Way of Northeast Florida, Nonprofit 
Center of Northeast Florida and the Delores 
Barr Weaver Policy Center.
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Biofeedback and Associates provides 
neurofeedback and biofeedback 
training which teaches you to manage 
your brain and body. It can improve 
how you think, feel, and function.
We can help you manage brain 
imbalances with specialized biofeedback 
and neurofeedback training programs. 
This training allows you to improve health 
and wellness by tapping in your body’s 
natural healing abilities.

THESE TECHNIQUES CAN HELP:
• Improve concentration
• Stabilize mood
• Improve sleep
• Improve memory
• Increase relaxation
• Increase sports performance
• Increase academic performance
• Increase energy levels
• and more.…

MANAGE BRAIN 
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BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES OF NORTHEAST
FLORIDA, INC.

904.646.0054 • Biofeedbackassociates.com • Most Insurances Accepted

By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

William “Bill” Joos, 75, grew up the 
adopted son of Louis “Lee” and Genevieve 
(Raynor) Joos of Murray Hill. His parents, 
devout Catholics, adopted Bill from the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in St. Augustine shortly 
after his birth in 1940. He laughs about his 
childhood nickname, “Carrot-top,” which 
perfectly described the curly red hair he 
had until age four or five.

The Joos family name hails from Alsace-
Lorraine, France and is French/German. 
Joos’ relatives immigrated to the U.S. in the 
1800s and traveled by covered wagon to 
Millerville, Minnesota where they settled.  

Joos’ father, Louis “Lee” Joos, was a quiet 
man who survived smallpox and returned 
from World War I deaf in one ear. From 
Minnesota, he worked in Canada and 
left a depressed economy to relocate to 
Jacksonville in 1915. He worked in real 
estate development.

 Joos’ mother Genevieve moved with her 
father, Alfred D. Raynor, from Brooklyn, 
New york to West Virginia after the deaths 
of her mother, Cecilia (Smith) Raynor, 
and grandmother. Genevieve relocated to 
Jacksonville when a friend moved here and 
loved it. She lived at the downtown yWCA, 
was a member of the Women’s Lifesaving 
Corps at Jacksonville Beach, rode and 
showed horses. She worked as a secretary 
for the Fleming Law Firm in the Barnett 
Bank building until she met Louis Joos, fell 

in love and married.
The Joos family lived at 1127 Wolfe 

Street where Bill attended Ruth N. 
Upson Elementary School through 
second grade. The family moved to 2609 
Herschel Street one block from St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church and School. At that 

time, Bill entered third grade at St. Pauls.
“It was convenient to be closer to St. 

Paul’s for my mother to attend daily Mass,” 
Joos said. “My sister and I walked to school 
against the flow of students catching the 
bus on Post Street, so it looked like we were 
skipping school. Later we caught the bus 
at St. Paul’s to attend Bishop Kenny High 
School.” Joos graduated from Bishop Kenny 
in 1958 and later attended Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C., graduating 
in 1962 with a degree in government.

After ROTC in college, Joos was deferred 
to attend law school at the University of 
Florida. He graduated in 1965. He then 
served in the U.S. Army. He spent two years 
at Fort Bliss, Texas, before being transferred 
to Korea as a Hawk Missile Battery 
Commander. The end of his service was 
spent at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

In contrast, Joos wife, Olga Martin-
Ballestero, spent her childhood in Europe. 
She was born to Luis and Olga (Hernandez) 
Martin-Ballestero, a prominent Spanish 
family from the Basque Country where Luis 
served as governor of Vitoria.

 When Olga was 11 they moved to 
Zaragoza, Spain, where she attended School 
of The Sacred Heart, studied ballet, music 

Bill Joos, early 1940s

and fencing. When she was young, Olga 
lived and traveled extensively throughout 
Europe and is fluent in four languages. 

Olga graduated from the University of 
Zaragoza with a social sciences degree in 
1970. She worked two years as a dental 
assistant at Zaragoza U.S. Air Base and 
learned English before relocating to 
Orlando. 

Bill met Olga while visiting mutual 
friends in Orlando and said it was love at 
first sight on his part. He proposed while 
they were sitting on the dock at the Florida 
yacht Club. The couple married in 1973 in 
Calatayud, Spain.

Olga completed her teaching degree 
from UNF and was a French and Spanish 
substitute teacher at Bolles. She taught 
languages at Douglas Anderson for five 
years and at Episcopal four years. In 2000 
Olga retired from teaching and volunteered 
as a docent leading children’s tours at the 
Cummer Museum. 

Joos has been a partner in the law firm 
of Duss Kenney Safer Hampton & Joos, PA 
on Jacksonville’s Southside since 2000. He 
specializes in real property law. Earlier he 
worked with Watson & Osborne PA, for five 
years. His first position after law school was 

Bill and Olga Joos with seven grandchildren

Bill Joos teaches a granddaughter to play 
the piano

Olga and William Joos on their wedding day 
in 1973
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with Boyd Jenerette PA, where he spent 
30 years in practice. The Diocese of St. 
Augustine has been his client for 43 years.

The Joos first apartment was in 
Avondale on Pine Street close to Bill’s 
widowed mother on Herschel Street. In 
1975 their first child, Catalina, was born. 
Soon after her birth, the family moved 
to River Road in San Marco where they 
lived for 26 years. While living on River 
Road, three more children were born into 
the family.

The Joos family includes a daughter 
Catalina Vergara and her husband, Julio, 
of Los Angeles, and their two daughters, 
Paloma and Mattea; a son Louis Joos 
and his wife, Samantha, of Mandarin 
and their four children, Sophia,  Louis, 
Jr.,  Leon, and Henry; a daughter Olga 

Joos-Mahoney and her husband, Nicholas, 
of Bethesda, Maryland and their two 
children, Penelope, and Felix; and a son, 
William, who lives in New york but is 
planning to move to Los Angeles.

In 2001, Joos and his wife moved from 
River Road to a home on Lakewood Road 
where their love of flowers is evident from 
their beautiful, blooming yard, which is 
colorful even in winter. 

“I call us ‘Camellia Nuts.’ We have 40 
varieties of camellias, even some brought 
from California,” Joos said. “We enjoy 
visiting plant nurseries wherever we are 
and bringing home new varieties.”

Music has always been an important 
part of Joos family life. His mother, 
Genevieve, served as Friday Musicale 
president 1962-1964. She sang contralto 

in St. Paul’s Choir and at Basilica of 
the Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church on Duval Street. Bill studied 
piano in grade school through high 
school with Genevieve McMurray who 
lived in Springfield and taught lessons in 
her home. McMurray was Immaculate 
Conception Church’s organist.

Bill continues to enjoy playing classical 
piano and organ music by Beethoven, 
Chopin and Mozart. He has served as 
interim organist for St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church. He plans to play more in the 
future after retirement. All of the Joos 
children and grandchildren love music, 
play piano and other instruments, he said.

In 1981 Joos was honored to be asked 
by Jeanne Donahoo, founder of the 
Cummer Museum Music Committee, to 

join that group. The music committee 
sought to bring the finest national and 
international classical musicians to 
perform in Jacksonville, Joos said. The 
Cummer Museum’s free concerts were 
a highlight of Sunday afternoons in 
Riverside for many years. Joos served on 
the music committee and as its chairman 
until 2012 when it disbanded.

These days, the Joos family surround 
themselves with music, art, books, friends 
and family. They look forward to attending 
classical music performances and Live at 
the Met broadcasts at Tinseltown Movie 
Theater. Bill wants to improve his Spanish 
and travel more with Olga. Olga takes 
UNF Continuing Education classes, is 
learning the tango and recruiting friends 
to join her. 

Molly Joos and her brother, Bill, late 1940s. Bill’s mother, Genevieve Raynor Joos

Olga and Bill Joos Olga and William Joos on their wedding day with Olga’s parents, Luis and Olga Martin-Ballestero

Bill’s father, Louis Joos Olga and Bill Joos, 2016

Olga and Bill Joos, 2015
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What Aging Should Be...
In a culture that views aging as a time of decline, Aging True 
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their elder years an enriching and graceful culmination of life. We 
provide seniors with the care and assistance they need to live 
independently. Join us in celebrating and supporting the gift of aging. 
Aging gracefully and with dignity is what every person deserves.
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

When Helen “Mimi” Holman came out of 
retirement to become the manager of Baptist 
Health’s AgeWell Center for Senior Health, 
she saw her life making a 360-degree turn. 

Forty years ago, Holman graduated 
with a nursing degree from the University 
of Northern Colorado and took a job as 
assistant director of nursing at Fairacres 
Manor Nursing Home in Greeley, Colo. 
After working at a variety of nursing 
positions in Colorado, South Carolina, 
Indiana and Florida, as well as earning both 
a master’s and doctorate in nursing, Holman 
eventually started her own business, AKH 
Inc. (Advancing Knowledge in Healthcare), 
which fostered continuing education 
program for healthcare professionals. 

After nearly 20 years as AKH’s president, 
CEO and owner, Holman sold the business 
and retired, moving from Orange Park to 

Thanks to healthier lifestyles many seniors have 
the energy to explore new activities and hobbies, 
even new careers, often taking up something 
secretly yearned for earlier in life. Never Too Old 
takes a look at senior residents who are thinking 
out of the box and stepping out of their comfort 
zones. If you know someone who has a similar 
story to share, send information to editor@
residentnews.net.

the Southbank. Holman said she and her 
husband, Jon, were driving on Blanding 
Boulevard when he asked her to look up 
from her phone and study the scenery. “Jon 
asked me if I thought this looked like home. 
When I said no, he said ‘We don’t have to 
stay here,’” Holman recalled. Soon after, the 
couple sold their home in Orange Park and 
bought a condo in The Peninsula. 

Finally free from the daily work grind, 
Holman died her hair pink, traveled to Paris, 
and started writing a blog to “figure out what 
I wanted to do with my life when I grow up,” 
she said.  

 “For 22 months that I was not working, I 
realized I was underemployed,” Holman said, 
noting she decided to apply for her “dream 
job” as manager of the AgeWell Center at the 
suggestion of her friend Anne Cordes, who 
is an AgeWell pharmacist.

 “When this opportunity came up, I 
realized I’m not ready for retirement. This 
is a job that’s a labor of love. This is what 

healthcare should be.”
Holman said she loves Southbank living 

with its accessibility to downtown cultural 
activities via the Skyway and the chance to 
stroll the Riverwalk just outside her front 
door. She especially loves the option of 
leaving her car home while heading to her 
new job in the Aetna Building. “It takes me 
less time to walk home than to get out of the 
parking lot,” she said.

Her pink tresses, which have been toned 
down since working at AgeWell, still shine 
through when light hits her hair just right. 
She had not been retired long when she 
decided to take the magenta plunge at the 
hairdresser one day. “I did it because I can,” 
she said. “It brings me joy.”

Writing the blog became a hobby, which 
helped her redefine herself and explore 
challenges of being older, such as being 
overwhelmed by an online job search when 
she hadn’t filled out an application in 25 years. 
“I even said goodbye to nursing in one of my 
blogs,” she said, “but I’m glad it didn’t stay that 
way. you know the old saying: nurses don’t 
retire, they just lose their patients.”

Holman, who dealt with a variety of 

different healthcare professionals when 
her mother became ill, said she appreciates 
what the AgeWell Center provides for 
seniors, with its team approach and 
personalized comprehensive-care plans 
that consider physical, emotional, social 
and environmental factors that can impinge 
on the elderly’s quality of life. As center 
manager, Holman sees her job as helping the 
AgeWell team work together like a “well-
oiled machine.”

“Doctors here don’t reach for the door 
when they are in with their patients,” she 
said. “We get very emotionally attached to 
our patients because when they come it is 
a long visit, not just 15 minutes,” she said. 
“It’s an honor to work with these healthcare 
professionals that give their hearts and souls 
to this place.”

 “As I look back, I’ve come full circle,” said 
Holman, noting her career has spanned the 
full spectrum of nursing. “I oversee things 
here, and although my clinical component is 
limited, it’s nice be in touch directly with the 
patients when I have the opportunity. I really 
enjoy getting to know the people who come 
here,” she said.

Mimi Holman and 
one of the AgeWell 

Center’s clients, 
Beatrice Singleton
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New memory care facility 
to open in San Jose in May
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Arbor Terrace San Jose, the third 
memory care facility developed by 
Whitehall Realty Partners of San 
Marco, is scheduled to open its doors 
May 1.

The new $12 million, state-of-the-
art residence will cater exclusively 
to residents affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease or other dementias, said G. 
John Carey, founding partner of 
Whitehall Realty Partners. It is located 
at 3760 Dupont Avenue in San Jose and 
will have 64 beds.

Carey said he selected the San Jose 
location because of its proximity to San 
Marco, Mandarin and Interstate 295. 

The Arbor Company of Atlanta, 

Georgia will operate the facility, 
which will bring 60 new jobs to the 
area, said Carey.

Whitehall Realty Partners has also 
built similar facilities in Ortega and 
Ponte Vedra, and plans to break ground 
with another location in Charleston, 
South Carolina in May or June of 2016.

 “Our focus is on memory care, and 
this facility is identical to the one we 
recently built in Ponte Vedra,” said 
Carey, noting the level of care provided 
at the new facility will provide residents 
with a “high level of engagement.”

“It’s a different focus from just 
assisted living,” he said.

An information center is currently 
open on site. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during the week and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
weekends or by appointment.

A rendering of the new Arbor Terrace memory care facility on Dupont Avenue in San Jose.

The new Arbor Terrace memory care unit is going up fast on Dupont Avenue.

Popular author delivers inspirational 
message to Christian women

The 31st annual Women for Christ luncheon, held Feb. 9 at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center, featured guest speaker Margaret Feinberg, a cancer patient who 
shared her strategy for overcoming a daunting diagnosis.

“We can all learn to ‘Fight Back with Joy’ by celebrating more, regretting less, and 
overcoming fears,” said Jennifer Sherman, Publicity Chair, Women for Christ, in 
reference to the guest speaker’s battle with cancer.

Over the past three decades the women’s group has provided women in the 
Jacksonville community the opportunity to hear outstanding Christian speakers, such 
as Jill Briscoe, Carol Kent, Jan Karon, Dee Brestin and Liz Curtis Higgs.

Seated: Shirley Cason, LaVerne Sexton, Ethel Carrie; standing: Laura Wesson Klement, Mary Beth Bird, 
Su Patton

Gloria McLellan, Emily Beckham and her mother 
Gene Ashmore

Front: Peggy Allcorn, Susie Marshall, Caroline Toole; back: Dianne Diffenderfer, Rosanne Ennis, Punky Bethea, 
guest speaker Margaret Feinberg, Christine Hughes, Gael Coleman, Christy Mobley, Jennifer Sherman

Seated: Jeane Chappel, Alice Mickles; standing: 
Sherrill Dewberry, Mary Sue Grinnan
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San Jose girls rule in area 
robotics competition

It’s been a great year for San Jose Catholic 
School’s LEGO robotics teams. 

Fielding both the boys’ San Jose Trojans 
team and the girls’ Trojan Trash Trekers 
team, San Jose Catholic competed in the 
Eaglebotics tournament at Suzie Tolbert 
Elementary Dec. 5, where the girls received a 
bid to attend regional Northeast Florida First 
LEGO League Championship Tournament 
Jan. 16 at the University of North Florida.  

Competing against 32 area teams at UNF, 
the Trojan Trash Trekers received one of the 
four bids to attend the state tournament held 
in May in Lakeland, Florida. Competing on 
the all-girls’ team are sixth graders, Alexis 
and Bailey Chin, Izabelle Young, and eighth 
graders MaryAlice Young, Joan Muisenga, 
and Jazmine Sierra.  

This is the fifth year that San Jose Catholic 
School has participated in First Lego League 

Lego Robotics Competitions. The First Lego 
League is a competition for students ages 
9 to 14. Teams are given a challenge, based 
on a set of real-world problems created by 
scientists and engineers.

The Trojan Trash Trekers worked on 
how to handle the waste being created 
on our planet. In the Robot Game 
competition, teams design, build, program 
and test autonomous robots that must 
perform a series of tasks or missions. In 
the Project competition, teams research 
a real-world problem in the area of its 
challenge theme in order to create an 
innovative solution and share the findings 
with their community. Teams work as a 
group to overcome obstacles and meet 
challenges. They learn from and interact 
with their peers as well as adult coaches 
and mentors. 

Holding the LEGO trophy are MaryAlice Young, Bailey Chin, Joan Muisenga, Jazmin Sierra, Izabelle Young, 
Alexis Chin.

Bulldogs get their wings
Bolles students earn Eagle Scout rank

Boy Scout Troop 2, which meets at St. Johns Presbyterian Church in Avondale and 
is one of the first chartered troops in Florida, has promoted eight young men, many 
of whom are Bolles Bulldogs, to the highest rank of Eagle Scout. 

This year, eight Bolles students have met, or are working toward the completion 
of, their Eagle Scout distinction. Those students include Gray Creed, Noah Althuis, 
Pete Woodall, Davis Hodge, Jack Swinson, Trent Newton, John Norcross, and 
Christian Glover. 

Creed’s Eagle Scout project, completed last May, was the construction of a chicken 
coop for a backyard hen project at the Sanctuary on Eighth Street. With the help of 
25 volunteers, Creed’s project took 110 hours of service; he raised $2,000 for the work 
and applied more than 50 hours to the project.

Althuis completed his Eagle Scout project for the Sulzbacher Center in downtown 
Jacksonville, refurbishing the waiting lobby of the men’s center, which was in need of 
a warm and welcoming place for visitors and residents to its men’s residence. 

Swinson’s Eagle Scout project was completion of landscaping around a playground 
at Seamark Ranch, a safe home environment with Christian values for children 
whose parents cannot support them or have passed away. Swinson cleared the ground 
around the playground and secured landscaping timbers around the perimeter. He 
filled the playground with 875 cubic feet of mulch.

Hodge decided to build a boardwalk for the trails at the University of North 
Florida to patch up some of the muddy areas. “The trails are frequently used by 
the Bolles runners as well as many other schools and people in general,” Hodge 
explained. “I thought it would be a cool project relevant to me, which I would see in 
action every time we go on a run out there.” 

After seeing a news segment featuring the KIPP Impact Middle School’s 
gardening project, Woodall raised money for materials and built four garden boxes 
with the help of Scout volunteers. According to a faculty member at KIPP, he “has 
tremendously helped our garden project by almost doubling the size of our garden 
and allowed the funds for the garden to be used for other materials.” In addition to 
making numerous visits to the school, Woodall met a faculty member from KIPP 
at Lowes to purchase materials and he then donated the remaining funds to the 
KIPP school. 

Newton’s Eagle project was to build park benches along the 14.5-mile long Baldwin 
Rail-to-Trail path off Commonwealth Avenue. City officials with whom Newton 
consulted on the project said adding the benches would make the trail more user-
friendly. Newton and the city worked together on a bench design and the locations 
where they would be installed along the trail. Newton raised about $1,200 for the 
purchase of materials and commenced with bench-building in late October. 

Norcross planned and executed a four-day community service project totaling 
more than 165 community service hours with the help of 20 volunteers. The project 
included the construction of five trash can containers for Tillie K. Fowler Park, 
helping beautify the area and protect animal life by limiting their access to trash. 

Glover will make and install wooden flower boxes to benefit non-ambulatory 
seniors at Brookdale Nursing Home in Jacksonville. As an associate last summer 
with Century Ambulance, Glover worked closely with several healthcare facilities 
including Brookdale. He recognized the therapeutic benefits of gardening and 
wanted to extend them to wheelchair-bound patients in nursing homes where he saw 
he could fill a gap. 

“Needless to say, I am extremely proud of these young men, all of whom joined 
together in elementary school,” said John Glover, chair of the committee which 
oversees Troop 2, and Christian’s father. “To see them stick it out and achieve the 
Eagle rank in the face of innumerable challenges and distractions along the way is 
quite extraordinary! Their commitment to this goal – and to each other – has been 
wonderful to witness.”

Front, Gray Creed, Jack Swinson, John Norcross, Davis Hodge; back: Pete Woodall, Trent Newton, 
Christian Glover, Noah Althuis

Local celebrities shine at HAE 
‘Reading with Stars’ event

Several familiar faces from 
San Marco came out to read 
to the students at Hendricks 
Avenue Elementary School 
during the Parents-Teachers 
Association’s Reading with the 
Stars event Feb. 9. Children 
were invited to attend the 
event in their pajamas, and 
attendance counted toward 
the 20-minute nightly reading 
requirement. Milk and cookies 
were served.

Dennis Campay, illustrator 
of “The Magic Hat,” a book 
written by University of 
Georgia football player Malcolm Mitchell, served as one of the evening’s readers. Mitchell 
and his book is featured in the March issue of Sports Illustrated Kids.

Also featured as a reader at the event were: Desiree Bailey of the San Marco 
Bookstore; Emily Gideon of the San Marco Library; Jake Fitzroy, co-author of “A 
Home for Ozzie,” from the University of North Florida Sawmill Slough Preserve; 
Greg Stacey, veterinarian at Miramar Animal Hospital; Police Officer Todd Chupp 
and four firefighters from Station 13 in San Marco. The firemen handed out fire hats, 
compliments of Firehouse Subs in San Marco, before reading to the children and 
answering questions about their work.

Many San Marco teachers were also on hand, and the evening also included Make Believe 
Drama and a dancer.

Dennis Campay, illustrator of “The Magic Hat,” reads at the Hendricks 
Avenue Elementary PTA’s Reading with the Stars event Feb. 9.
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Creative students move 
to state competition

Two students from Julia Landon College Preparatory School are heading for a state 
competition. Beatrice Climaco (photography) and Charlotte Rogers (literature) received 
Awards of Excellence for the Duval County competition in the annual National PTA 
Reflections arts program Feb. 5. Eleven Landon students participated with original works for 
the theme “Let Your Imagination Fly.”

Principal Timothy Feagins, Julie W, Caroline R, Charlotte R, Joshitha P, Lacy M, Liz N., Shariah B, Nicolle B, 
Beatrice C, Rithwik N., Andrew L, Assistant Principal Talya Taylor

Hendricks Avenue PTA 
celebrates Founders Day

Members of the Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary Parent-Teachers Association 
celebrated Founders Day, which this year was 
the 119th anniversary of the establishment of 
the national PTA, with a special luncheon Feb. 
11 at the school. 

The event also marked the 40th straight 
year HAE has registered 100 percent of its 
parents and faculty as PTA members, a 
Florida PTA state record, said Kate Hurst, an 
employee at the school.

Several former Hendricks Avenue PTA 
presidents, teachers and PTA members 
attended the event including Duval Country 
School Board member Cheryl Grimes and her 
mother Helen Godwin, Emmy Peters, Gina 
Coarsey, Dottie Gurr, Sissy Barker, Rebecca 
Garner, as well as retired front office staff 
Sharon Crouch, Juanita Melcolm and Sherry 
Mattingly, a retired paraprofessional. Principal 
Lacy Healy and other members of the school’s 
administration were also in attendance.

Grimes served as president of HAE’s PTA 
from 1989-1991 and her mother served in the 
same post from 1963-1965.

During the luncheon, HAE’s fifth grade 
chorus serenaded the group.

Bolles clinches game over 
Providence in overtime

At the Independent 
Middle School 
Conference (IMSC) 
Championship game 
Jan. 29 at The Bolles 
School Bartram 
Campus, the eighth 
grade boys’ basketball 
team beat Providence 
School of Jacksonville 
by one point in 
overtime. Bolles won the championship in 2015 also. Other 
schools in the IMSC include Trinity Christian School, Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville, Christ’s Church Academy, St. John’s 
Country Day School, and Eagle’s View.

Simon Brackin, Justin O’Leary, Ross Candelino, Grant Shepherd, Bobby 
Crouch, Richie Rosenblum, Henry Li, Liu Rothschild, Charlie Bernhardt, 
Chris Commander, Nolan Zaepfel, Chance Moore, Dawson Carpenter, Ethan 
Strickland, Trey Zaccour, Jeremiah Johnson, Head Coach Sean Mullings, 
Asst. Coach Andrew Pataky.

Scoreboard shows the all-important point that 
clinched the win for Bolles.

Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12
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4274 Herschel St.

904.387.8602
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9726 Touchton Rd. #111

904.683.4554
License # CO4DUO978License # CO4DUO724

Days, evenings 
and weekends!
• Hourly drop-in childcare
• Preschool education programs
• School age activities
• Fun private parties

www.kidspark.com

One sweet deal:

50% off
Family

Registration
($12.50 value)

Offer expires 4/1/16

No cash value.

Helen Godwin and her daughter, The 
Honorable Cheryl Grimes

The fifth grade chorus at Hendricks 
Avenue Elementary.

Sharon Crouch, Juanita Melcolm, Kate 
Hurst, David Hyland, Sarah Singer and 
Emmy Peters.
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Assumption honors vets 
with flag ceremony

In celebration of Catholic Schools Week, Assumption School held a flag ceremony to honor 
the United States. Students wore red, white and blue, and several veterans were in attendance. 

Corporal Chris McKeown, who served in Iraq, played the bagpipes during the ceremony. 
Commander Jon Singleton, who served with the military in Bosnia, the Persian Gulf, and 
Afghanistan, addressed fifth through eighth grade students following the ceremony. Also 
honored were Carl Pessolano, who served in Vietnam, and Technical Sergeant Carlo Pessolano, 
who served in World War II. The elder Pessolano was the recipient of Assumption’s retired flag.

 Members of Bishop Kenny’s Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps who graduated 
from Assumption assisted in the flag ceremony. Command Master Chief Kevin Harris from 
Bishop Kenny was also in attendance.

San Jose Catholic students take 
home top science awards at fair

Students from San Jose Catholic took home many 
awards during the Northeast Florida Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair at the Morocco Shrine Center Feb. 8. 

Approximately 300 middle school students from 21 
area middle and high schools competed in the event 
with 30 representing San Jose Catholic in sixth through 
eighth grades.

 Winning their categories for their school were Izabelle 
young, MaryAlice young, A.J. Horken and Kaela Sanchez.

Nine from San Jose took runner-up honors including 
Tori Zlatanoff, Ashton Dilts, Madelyn Aiken, Grace Mc-
Cormick, Sephora Affa, Kaitlyn Bateh, Jack Brophy, John 
Cratem, Grant Reidy.

Placing third were Grace Frazier, Klea Gjoka, Anna 
Frisco and Bridget Porkert.

Fourth place finishers included Jenny Bird, Isabella Cra-
tem, Karley Dry, Kat Enoch, Chloe Shaw, Kevin Sample, 
and Andrew Connolly.

Five students were chosen for the junior level state 
team including Izabelle young in Biomedical and 
Health Services; John Cratem in Physics;  Jack Brophy, 
Physics; Grant Reidy, Physics; and MaryAlice young in 
Physics and Astronomy.

 The five will be part of a 36-member regional team that 
will compete in Lakeland, March 29-April 1. 

Grant Reidy and his project 
on cell phone radiation 
at the Northeast Florida 
Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair Feb. 8

Members of Bishop Kenny’s NJROTC Squad perform a flag ceremony at Assumption School in late January.

Assumption first graders Jane Corrigan, Brooke Soulby, Chloe 
Seymour, Sophie Isaac, Maria Patelli, Noura Ossi, Mary Cate Harvey, 
and Sydney Dennis

Commander Jon Singleton 
addressed Assumption’s middle 
school students.

The Pessolano, Lyncker and Eskow families pose after the ceremony. The Pessolanos are members of the 
Assumption Parish.

Izabelle Young, John Cratem 
and Grace Frazier stand 
in front of their science 
projects at the Northeast 
Florida Regional Science 
and Engineering Fair Feb. 8.
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Distance runner races to support 
sister with cancer

Connor Vaughan, a Wolfson High School 
distance runner who won the 1- and 2-mile 
state championship races, is now a distance 
cross-country and track runner for the 
University of Florida. Vaughan returned 
to Jacksonville on Jan. 30 to run in the 
Wolfson Children’s Challenge in support 
of his 15-year-old sister, Gillian, who was 
diagnosed with bone cancer in December.  

Vaughan and his Wolfson teammate 
and fellow UF student, Mark Edward, FSU 
freshman Kent Ziegler, plus 17 other local 
resident runners made up two full 55K 
relay teams to support Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital where Gillian is receiving 
chemotherapy treatment for her cancer.

“I was completely overwhelmed with 
gratitude that day as I thought about not 
only all of the love of our amazing friends 
who supported us by running the race, being 
present with us that day and/or providing 
financial sponsorships but also the excellent 
care we have received from the staff of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital and Nemours 
Children’s Specialty Care,” said Connie 
Vaughan, mother of Connor and Gillian.

Team Gillian One ran under the 
leadership of Shannon McGlynn, a physical 
education coach at Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary School, while Team Gillian Two 
was put together through the efforts of Lori 
Lunitz, whose daughter, Cassidy, is one of 
Gillian’s friends. Team shirts and a banner 
were donated by the Chris Brunner family 
business, Quality Images.

“I can’t say thank you enough to 

Landon chess team places first

The 20th Annual Jacksonville City Scholastic Championship Chess Tournament 
was held Feb. 13 at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. Julia Landon College Preparatory 
School’s chess team placed first, while Landon chess player Andrew Lopez placed 
third overall in the Grade 6 - 8 division. George Foote of San Marco is the team’s 
chess instructor.

Vishnu B., Andrew L., Helena N., Varun B. and Jaiten T.

Episcopal student wins science award
San Marco’s Lindsay Poulos, a 

sophomore at Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville, has been named an 
Emperor Science Award recipient from 
Genentech.

Genentech is a founding donor of the 
Emperor Science Award program, an 
initiative designed to encourage high 
school students to explore careers in 
science, specifically cancer research and 
care, through mentoring opportunities. 
Award recipients also receive a Google 
Chrome Notebook and a $1,500 stipend 
for expenses in addition to the opportunity 
of working alongside an esteemed scientist 
through a mentoring program.

Poulos was one of 100 sophomores 
and juniors from schools across the 
country to win this award. Poulos 
recently began working with Dr. 

Lindsay Poulos

Jason Locasale, Assistant Professor of 
Pharmacology and Cancer Biology at 
the Duke University School of Medicine. 
She is currently working with fruit 
flies to better understand the effects of 
e-cigarette vapors. 

everyone involved! It certainly does ‘take 
a village’ to raise a child and, as I have 
come to recognize, it also takes a village 
to conquer cancer,” said Connie. “I am 
humbled by the amazing support that 
Gillian and all of our family continue to 
receive as we fight this battle.” 

The event included a 55K ultra marathon, 
the 55K ultra relay for teams, the 30K 
individual run and a 1-Mile Fun Run. 
Vaughan also ran in the 30K race and won 
with a time of 2:02:40.

Team Gillian is at 35 percent of its 
fundraising goal; donations can still 
be made online at www.baptistteam.
com/site/TR/Events/General?team_
id=1432&pg=team&fr_id=1080

“The day of the race was absolutely 
gorgeous and was one more example to me 
of how God continues to bless my family as 
we travel along this difficult journey.  

Connor Vaughan leads the pack of 30K Race 
runners in the Wolfson Children’s Challenge. 
(Photo by Blake Menzel, Menzel Images)

Gillian Vaughan (center, front) with some of the runners for Team Gillian. (Photo by Blake Menzel, 
Menzel Images)

Budding gardeners may be budding birders
Hoping to inspire budding ornithologists, 

the Garden Club of Jacksonville’s Garden 
Divas Circle sponsored a Budding Gardeners 
camp called “Our Fine-Feathered Friends.”

The program, held Feb. 6, offered 14 young 
participants four learning stations. The 
outdoor station taught campers how to use 
binoculars and identify birds. One of three 
stations inside was nest making, placing dog 
hair, yarn, Spanish moss and feathers into a 
mesh bag. At another station, campers made suet cakes and each took home a cage for 
their suet. The last station was an art project involving a bird-themed Valentine’s card.

The youth were encouraged to participate in the annual Great Backyard Bird Count, 
Feb. 12-15. Presenter Connie Long showed pictures of her favorite backyard birds and 
shared some of their bird songs and habits. 

The Budding Gardeners’ next camp will be Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. at the Garden 
Club, sponsored by the San Marco Circle. Campers will learn about butterflies and make 
a gift for Mother’s Day. For more information, contact Aline Clement at alineoclement@
comcast.net or call (904) 251-3353.

William Conner, Adele Kahler and Kaleigh 
Conner look for birds.

Abigail Maierhoffer and Josie Dinkins use binoculars to identify birds at the Garden Club.






