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Trauma center, services
save lives annually
Joseph J. Tepas III, M.D., Chief
of Pediatric Surgery at UF
Health-Jacksonville and his wife,
event Chair Jeanie Tepas

Ri ver si d e – Av on d al e – O r t ega – Mu r ray Hi l l

Read more, page 27

Local Spelling Bee champ
wins Duval County final
Winner of the Duval County
Spelling Bee, Kyle Crawford, a
fifth-grade student at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School, poses
with Head of School Kevin
Conklin. Crawford won the
Duval County Spelling Bee and
will now compete in the 73rd
annual Florida Times-Union
Regional Spelling Bee on March
4 at the Jacksonville Public
Library, where he hopes to
continue on to the Scripps
National Spelling Bee, the
nation’s largest and longestrunning educational program.

Fishweir Elementary School holds 100th birthday party

Nearly 450 students, wearing sunglasses decorated with the number 100, crowded the auditorium Jan. 17 to sing Happy Birthday to
Fishweir Elementary School. Special centennial birthday activities occurred throughout the week, including classroom door decorating,
“100 Acts of Kindness” chains linked throughout the school, “Dress like you’re 100 years old” Day, and a birthday picnic in the courtyard.
A community centennial celebration is planned for May 19.

WHAT’S INSIDE

Renovations begin on Commander Apartments

• New Avondale restaurant
applies for COA

As the green construction barrier fences
went up in late December, renovation crews
weren’t far behind for the Commander
Apartment building along the banks of Big
Fishweir Creek in Avondale.
The long-awaited renovation to the 16-story
apartment high-rise marks a big step in the
process of upgrading the entire 5.86-acre
parcel, which includes St. Johns Village, a
retail center that had been showing its age
for many years.
Along with the renovations to the apartment
building, the retail portion of the parcel will
undergo complete demolition this spring to
begin the process of replacing the former
retail center with condominiums.

PAGE 4 >>

• Wendy’s revises designs for
5 Points
PAGE 5 >>

• Baker Point Park erosion
creates safety issues
PAGE 9 >>

• Condo residents oppose
Bishopgate project
PAGE 10 >>

• Judge dismisses appeal
against Roost
PAGE 13 >>

Once complete, the project will deliver 228
total units between the apartment tower, two
four-story apartment buildings, two townhouses
and two carriage houses. The 88-unit tower
will have a fresh new look, workout facilities
on the ground floors and outdoor areas updated
to reflect the upscale nature of the property.
Parking for the seven buildings on the
property will be accommodated through 320
parking spaces in a two-level garage set behind
the townhouses at a lower elevation, and with
surface parking.
A request to developer Chance Partners LLC
for details on when the demolition will begin
on the retail center was not answered as of
press time.

Crews remove apartments from the lower two levels of
the Commander Apartment Tower to make room for
new amenities, including workout facilities.

Bolles celebrates Head of School
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Ann Hicks and Nancy Pomar were just two
of the special guests invited to celebrate at a
reception of Bolles alumni, donors and staff.
The gathering honored the President and
Head of School, Dave Farace, who recently
completed his first year at The Bolles School.
Longtime donor and leading lady of Jacksonville,
Betsy Lovett, hosted the event at her home
on the river in Ortega.

Yacht Club hosts Florida
Council of Yacht Clubs
The Florida Yacht Club played host to a
recent weekend of festivities, as The Florida
Council of Yacht Clubs and their membership
arrived mid-January. New commodore
Matthew Tuohy welcomed guests to the oldest
yacht club in the state of Florida Jan. 13-15.
Guest speaker was Kellie Ralston, Florida
Fishery Policy Director for the American
Sport Fishing Association.
Read more, page 26

Local Furry Friends
There’s nothing better than a tail-wagging greeting at the end of a long day,
especially for Brian Miller and his best
friend, Barley.
Russell and Cathy Grooms with Linda and Jeff Ohlrich

Read more, page 34

ALLISON
STEILBERG
TOP 10 AGENT!

904.252.5181

Ask
Allison
I’m under contract to sell
my house and the buyer
has completed their
inspections. Today, I
received a HUGE list of
requests for repairs which
will cost me thousands of
dollars. I had no idea this
could happen. Do I have to do all of
these repairs?

Q

There are two phases of negotiation —once when
you reach an agreed upon selling price and again
regarding repairs. Try to sort the list into
things you would have to do for your
next buyer if this deal falls apart and
things that aren’t really necessary.
Remember this is a negotiation -both parties should give something.
It’s possible your buyer didn’t put
everything on the inspection report on
the repair request. If you’re happy with the selling
price, it’s probably in your best interest to work
things out with this buyer rather than putting the
house back on the market and starting over from
square one. Good Luck!
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Publishers' Note
When you love your neighborhood and you’re passionate
about where you live, it shows. When people stand up, and
step up, for things they feel strongly about, changes are
often implemented that better our community. It’s this
passion that helps to maintain the beauty, historic character,
and uniqueness of our neighborhoods, which are a great
place to live, raise a family, and to conduct business.
In this month’s Resident, you’ll find zoning issues and
hotly contested projects on the horizon. Wherever beautiful
places exist, their allure attracts investment, and growth
often becomes a contentious issue. How much do we grow?
And at what pace? What will we lose and gain? What price
is to be paid…and what consequences will they bring?
These are all great questions and we’re fortunate in many
ways to have these problems, yet at that same time, we’re
challenged to confront them for the best results and return
on our collective investments as taxpayers.
The Resident will continue to report on these issues and
bring them to light. When neighborhood meetings, zoning
hearings and other deliberation are ongoing and/or

A

announced, we’ll let you know so you can get involved and
get informed, and exercise your right to an opinion.
As our neighborhoods continue to attract more investors
and more growth, the growing pains will come with it. On
the other side of the coin; more jobs, goods, and services
will be made available. There will certainly be challenges.
We’ll be there to bring this news to you, reporting with
balance on all sides of every issue.
At The Resident, we see change every day being brought
about by individuals and groups of all stripes. Whether
they are asking for sidewalks for safety, a less congested
restaurant, consideration for historic character in our
districts’ structures and buildings, or they’re tired of seeing
developers put cash over quality of life, they do it out of
concern and the love of where they live.
Regardless of where you stand, the debate usually seems
to deliver better results. Often, the fight for less, or for more,
ends in a mutually agreeable situation where both parties
can come away winners. That’s the beauty of debate, deliberations, and often, compromise.

Pamela and Seth Williams
PUBLISHERS

Email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

NEW
LISTING!

1855 INGLESIDE AVENUE, $749,000

4BR/2.5BA, 2778 Square Feet
Walk to the Shoppes of Avondale from this
Exquisite Mediterranean Home with Barrel Tile
Roof. Two Car Garage with Guest House Above.

– South Kitchen + Spirits –

$20 OFF*

Open Daily at 11AM
Happy Hour 3PM to 6PM every day
+ 10PM to midnight Thursday - Saturday

PURCHASE OF
$100 OR MORE!

904-475-2362
3638 Park Street
Jacksonville FL 32205

NEW
LISTING!

www.south.kitchen

3009 OAK STREET, $450,000

2BR/2BA, 2148 Square Feet
Total Renovation by a Master Craftsman on a
super quiet block of Oak Street. Stunning Gourmet
Kitchen with Wolf Professional Gas Range

NEW
LISTING!

5008 YACHT CLUB ROAD $725,000

4BR/5BA, 3434 Square Feet
Lovely Home facing Pirates Cove with Pool and
2 Car Garage with workshop. Each bedroom has
its own bath.

1960 San Marco Blvd. | 904.240.0370
sanmarco.scoutandmollys.com
340 Front Street | Suite 715 | 904.373.5856
sawgrass.scoutandmollys.com
*Offer valid from 2/1/17 to 3/15/17 at these locations only. Excludes already reduced merchandise.
Offers may not be combined. ©2017 FranLogic Scout Development LLC. Franchises Available.
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FRED
MILLER
GROUP
R E A LT O R S

Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

Ted Miller
904.463.1731

Susan donnell
904.994.6677

We welcome the newest
members of our team,
SuSan donnell
elizabeth meux

elizabeth meux
904.704.1576

#welovecallingjacksonvillehome

riverfront condo

WindSor foreSt

San marco

Waterfront

2950 ST. JOHNS AVE., #6
$279,000

5015 PERRINE DR.
$109,000

1727 KINGSWOOD RD.
$279,000

5125 HARbOR POINT cIR.
$585,000

Stunning riverfront

ePPing foreSt

JuSt liSted

oceanfront

1870 cHALLEN AVE.
$2,995,000

1927 masterpiece on .8-acre lot,
5/5/1, 6097sqft

7004 GAINES cT.
$1,499,000

Spectacular custom 4/4.5,
4988sqft, river views

1511 MAYFAIR RD.
$295,000

220 N. SERENATA DR.
$915,000

JuSt liSted

riverfront reduced

the Kahler

riverfront

3923 bALTIc ST.
$439,000

4091 TIMUQUANA RD.
$1,650,000

3225 ST. JOHNS AVE.
$275,000

4939 MORVEN RD.
$3,100,000

Waterfront+Pool

SouthPointe ortega

cuStom home

Stucco bungaloW

4333 VENETIA bLVD.
$1,195,000

5303 ORTEGA bLVD., #207
$265,000

4580 PALMER AVE.
$184,500

Lovely 2/2.5 townhome
in Rivershore Village

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

Large lot, 3/1, 1336sf,
freshly painted in & out

Old Ortega, corner lot,
renovated 3/2.5, 1715sqft

Very charming brick
3/1/1 bungalow

beautifully renovated 3/2/1,
3043sqft, dock/lift

REDUcED! Gorgeous 4/3.5,
1st floor unit, gated

Renovated 1927 3/2,
2012sqft, St Nicholas

Graceful 4/4 home
on a 404’ deep lot

Ground floor corner,
renovated, 2/2, 1385sf

Spectacular 1.25-ac +
home w/4556sf, 5/4.5

fred
Miller
904.699.6459

Nancy
Mcfauls
904.449.8698

alise ferranti
904.434.0767

virginia ogletree
904.545.8609

beverly Sleeth
904.705.7414

Susan donnell
904.994.6677

Amazing 4/5.5, 4428sf,
pool/dock/lift

3/3 townhome, 1960sqft,
rare 1st floor master

2893 SELMA ST.

Lovely 3/2/1, low maintenance,
2-car garage

We are members of leverage global Partners, an international network of
prestigious independent real estate brokerages in 163 global markets.
each of leverage’s nearly 300 partner brokerages has been carefully selected as
demonstrating innovative leadership and peerless integrity in residential real estate.

elizabeth meux
904.704.1576

lamar roth
904.579.6606

nancy nooney
904.710.4786

Ken Watson
904.655.7220

lindsey J. barton
904.318.6911

edwina harris
904.536.7049

ana Julian
904.449.2596

Adorable Avondale bungalow,
beautiful hardwood floors, fireplace,
3/1, 1394sqft

carrie inman cessna
904.707.8038

cheryl russell
904.742.6593

Joann graessle
904.699.7838

ted alexander
904.334.1892

beth exline
904.388.0000 x401

carol miller
904.707.2886

904.388.0000 | 888.886.6160
fredMillergroup.coM
Perry Walthour
904.504.5490

amelia burnham
816.518.9004

dottie lowell
904.535.0136
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Barrique certificate of appropriateness approved with conditions
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Seating capacity and, thus, parking were
points of contention during approval
meetings of the Planning Commission, City
With a conditional stamp of approval Council and Land Use and Zoning Committee.
by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation
The applicant, Thomas Rodman Lee, is
Commission, Barrique Kitchen & Wine leasing the space to BMR Dining Group
Bar plans to open later this spring at 3563 LLC, based in Ponte Vedra Beach, whose
St. Johns Ave., the site of the former Cowford partners are Greg Bartolotta, of Wantagh,
Traders in The Shoppes of Avondale.
New York, and Richard Rapp Jr. and Joseph
At its Jan. 25 meeting, the JHPC approved Murphy, both of Ponte Vedra Beach.
the application for certificate of approOriginally the applicant requested 120
priateness with nine conditions and three seats in a combination of inside and sidewalk
suggestions for the 5,000-square-foot seating, however, conditions agreed upon
restaurant.
with nearby residents limit the mix of
The restaurant, described as an “Old World” seating to 100 at all times. Additionally,
wine cellar, is expected to begin modifications the staff of about 30 full- and part-time
to both exterior and interior soon as it is employees will be required to park several
planning for an early 2017 opening date.
blocks away at the corner of Herschel Street
Barrique will seat 100 diners, as agreed and Edgewood Avenue.
upon during the zoning process. The main
The improvements requested in the
dining room will accommodate more than application for storefront and side eleva50 customers, with two private dining rooms tions indicate the property would be reseating a total of 40-44.
turned to a single-entry door with sidelights,

Historic photo shows 3563 St. Johns Avenue when it was Lovett’s Groceteria in the 1920s.

Storefront elevation of proposed restaurant Barrique Kitchen & Wine Bar indicates brick on the façade but
the historic preservation commission did not approve brick.

to the left of the center, instead of the
current two French doors. Windows to
either side of the entry would be bi-fold
windows, and the stucco under the windows
will be replaced with a brick knee wall.
The application also noted installation of
new fixed windows and an emergency
exit door on the door of the building
facing the parking lot belonging to Blue
Fish Restaurant and Oyster Bar.
The conditions placed with granting the
certificate of appropriateness include preservation of the stucco work and vent above
the awning; protective measures to prevent
damage to the historic transom; preservation
of the large fixed display windows, knee
wall and entrance opening; and preservation
or restoration of stucco-covered columns
and knee wall to more closely match existing
historic tile, among others.
“The proposed plans reflect a substantial
change to the storefront design by relocating the main entry, introducing narrow
operable windows in place of traditionally
fixed display windows and applying brick
over what was historically tiled features,”
the JHPC report stated.

In an effort to preserve the architectural
and historic character of the building, the
preservation commission recommended
replicating tilework on the columns and
knee wall instead of using brick.
“The Commission, staff and the RAP
Executive Director tried to encourage the
applicant to take a more restoration approach
to capitalize on some of the unique character
of the building and reopen some of the
historic features of the building, like the
upper transoms and a number of windows
down the side elevation,” said Lisa Sheppard,
senior historic preservation planner.
During the hearing, the applicant agreed
to the conditions and suggestions in the
staff report, with one caveat that the
windows on the right side of the front
façade could be operable and not fixed.
The JHPC report noted the structure
was the only major commercial center
building in Avondale in the 1920s, originally
designed as a grocery store. In the 1970s
the space was divided into two separate
spaces, but in its most recent use as a retail
store, it was returned to one large
5,000-square-foot space.

Don’t forget

Your Valentine!
Place your order today, we can deliver it down the street, across
the country or ship it anywhere in the world!

Supporting
Supporting
Supporting
Local Charities!

Local
Local charities!
charities!
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Anything you need at home,
they need at Ronald McDonald House.

4208 Oxford Ave. • Jacksonville FL 32210
904.387.7002 • Located in the Shoppes of Old Ortega
Visit Gardners of Ortega on Facebook

Is your door
weathering & showing
signs of age?
Before

2258
2258Riverside
RiversideAvenue
Avenue

904-813-7132
904-813-7132
Jamesandsnider.com

Jamesandsnider.com

Serving the greater Jacksonville area.

Before

After

After
Locally Owned & Operated

Please
Please
Please
Bring your donations to

Bring your donations to
our
ouroffice
officelocated
locatedat:
at:

Instead of replacing your door,
consider having it refinished by
Coastal Door Refinishing.

Contact Us Today for a Free Quote

904-945-DOOR (3667)
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Wendy’s revises design for new 5 Points restaurant
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
An application was filed for re-zoning of
the property where the Wendy’s in 5 Points
is located. In addition, a new design was
submitted to Riverside Avondale Preservation.
Steve Diebenow, attorney for property
owners Frederick and Daniel Bowen, filed
a request in early January to change the
zoning from Commercial Community/
General (CCG-1) to Planned Unit
Development (PUD) to facilitate the
building of a new Wendy’s restaurant.
In a Nov. 10, 2016 meeting with a representative from Wendy’s, concerned residents
requested that an administrative deviation
be filed instead, arguing that a PUD was
unnecessary. A PUD will allow changes to
the property that might otherwise be considered non-conforming to current zoning.
The current building, erected in 1974,
will be razed, and the new structure will
conform to the current footprint, which
includes a drive-thru. The application’s
written description, revised Jan. 9, 2017,
indicates that while the design will follow
the new Wendy’s branding, it will be a
“modern urban design that is more in
harmony with the 5 Points area.”
Following several meetings in which
members of the Riverside community expressed concerns about the “modern” design
proposed for a historic neighborhood, architects from the Wendy’s Corporation
submitted designs for a slightly revised look.
One of the concessions on the part of
Wendy’s was to change the large red “blade”
– a vertical panel on which the name and
logo is placed – to a shorter wood blade.

A Full Service
Real Estate Agency,
Specializing in
Sales, Tenant
Placement
& Property
Management

Rendering of new elevation proposed for 5 Points Wendy’s shows the new “blade” as well as monument sign and knee wall along Park Street.

However, the externally lighted monument
sign designed for the corner of Park and
Margaret Streets is indicated to be 10 feet
in height, twice the height indicated in the
original description.
The applicant is asking for relief from
eight current Zoning Code landscaping
guidelines, among them landscape buffers
between vehicle use areas along both Park
and Margaret Streets and between the
Wendy’s property and adjacent properties,
as well as a reduction in the number of trees
required along property boundaries.
The request for relief in landscaping was
justified by the applicant’s proposal to include
new terminal island landscaping in the
City Council will hear the proposed bill,
parking lot, a sawtooth parking design for 2016-674, on Feb. 28 and vote on March 14.
additional landscaping, and a knee wall on A public hearing by the Land Use and Zoning
the Park Street perimeter of the property Committee for the bill is currently scheduled
to increase pedestrian safety.
for March 7.

Rendering of new elevation proposed for 5
Points Wendy’s depicts the sawtooth landscape
buffer and knee wall along the Park Street
perimeter of the property.

Ready to buy or sell? We are here to help!

REDUCED
2101 College Street

Stately 3BR/2BA, 2-story 1912 brick /stucco home
with pool located on a corner lot is a real Riverside
treasure.Wood floors throughout, original light
fixtures, and large inviting front porch.
2,969 sq. ft. $549,000

1329 Rensselaer Avenue

3BR/1BA. Kitchen with solid surface countertops
and glass backsplash, glass sunroom on front entry,
hardwood laminate throughout, tile in newly
remodeled bathroom. Fenced rear with storage shed.
1,050 sq. ft. $179,000

4247 Sherwood Road

3BR/3BA in the heart of Ortega Forest.
Entertainment area, plus bonus rooms all open up to
a large deck with great outdoors Entertaining Spaces.
2,458 sq. ft. $375,000

2821 Downing Street

3BR/2BA bungalow with private, fenced back
yard with a deck, paver fire pit, and a large
storage shed. The master bathroom features a
double vanity and claw foot tub.
1,366 sq. ft. $269,000

4560 Royal Avenue

3BR/1BA Charming Bungalow in Murray Hill.
Renovated and movein ready. Freshly Painted inside
and out, new blinds, updated bath and updated
kitchen. 1,176 sq. ft. $164,000

2969 Downing Street

3BR/1BA Brick bungalow located in RiversideAvondale. Open Floor Plan.The home could be a
good starter home. 1,166 sq. ft. $160,000

1046 Riverside Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com
facebook.com/
TraditionsRealtyJax

2337 Ernest Street

Riverside duplex, both are 2BR/1BA units. Wood
floors, high ceilings, and each has its own washer &
dryer. 2,520 sq ft. $269,000

1422 Windsor Place

Avondale brick home with two studio apartments.
Featuring 4BR/2.5BA in Main House. Spacious living
room with fireplace, Florida room, dining room, and
beautiful new kitchen. 3,128 sq ft. $549,000

1636 N. Pearl Street

This 1906, 3BR/3BA, was considered a mansion in
its heyday. All of the original architectural details
are left intact! Fenced back yard with alley access.
3,024 sq. ft. $254,000
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Waterlogged eyesore to be removed from Ortega River
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) received a $1.4
million grant for derelict boat removal and
It will be good news for residents on will provide $12,000 or approximately 75
McGirts Boulevard in Ortega when a water- percent of the cost to remove Class Action.
logged eyesore is finally hauled up and away. The city will release funds for the other 25
Waterways Coordinator for the City of percent or $4,000.
Jacksonville Jim Suber said he is currently
Suber, who was the supervisor of the
going through the process to obtain funds Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office Marine Unit for
from the City of Jacksonville to have Class seven years prior to his current 10-year
Action, a 51-foot motor vessel, removed tenure as Waterways Coordinator, said he
from the Ortega River, where it has been has participated in approximately 30 -35
resting since June 2016.
removals during that 17-year period.
“We don’t have an exact timeline yet [for
According to Florida law, intentionally
the removal],” said Suber, “but it’s hopeful abandoning vessel on the waterways is a
that one day will be sufficient.”
third-degree felony, punishable by up to five
After the funds are released, a bid process years in prison and/or a $5,000 fine. Additionwill be opened. The chosen contractor will ally, the boat owner is responsible for resti- Class Action is destined to be removed from the Ortega River sometime this spring.
determine how to wrest the boat from the tution to the state for the cost of removal
bottom of the river and haul it to a landfill
Class Action, which was declared “Derelict Roosevelt Boulevard and Ortega River water. Despite initial attempts to bail it,
after any parts are salvaged. State law re- and Not Hazard to Navigation” last July, bridges. Allegedly, while its operator was according to witnesses from nearby homes
quires that derelict boats be destroyed, arrived in the Ortega River sometime in on the way out of the harbor in June 2016, and businesses, the operator of the boat was
according to Suber.
2014, anchoring in the harbor between the the vessel lost power and began to take on unable to keep it afloat.

Riverside Avondale Preservation kicks off 2017 with new market hours
Riverside Arts Market (RAM) launched its annual Charity Chili Cookoff to benefit
its 9th season on Jan. 7 with a new schedule, Anthony Stinson’s Association for Change,
shorter by one hour. The weekly arts, crafts a nonprofit which helps youth on the
and food market opens at 10 a.m. and now Northside to find ways to resolve conflicts
closes at 3 p.m.
peacefully and avoid violence. The event
The official celebration of RAM’s opening will be held Saturday, Feb. 18, beginning
day will be a birthday celebration, Saturday, at 11 a.m.
March 4. Family-friendly activities are
The Rotary Club of Riverside will hold its
being planned, according to Liz Grebe, 4th Annual Riverside Craft Beer Festival
RAM market manager.
Saturday, Feb. 25, 4-7 p.m. to benefit CommThis month at RAM, the Jacksonville unity Hospice, PedsCare® and other charitable
Bar Association Young Lawyers will host causes of the Riverside Rotary Foundation.

Looking for a
new home for your
small business
that’s as unique
as you are?
Beautiful, highly‑visible
CRO‑zoned historic home
right on bustling Park Street.

UNDER CONTRACT

Also new this year, RAM is providing
The Riverside Avondale Preservation
additional incentives to the Supplemental annual awards meeting will be held
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Thursday, Feb. 16, beginning at 6 p.m. at
recipients with another matching program the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd.
funded through the University of Delaware. Award categories include Outstanding
Recipients have an opportunity to be Home Renovation, Outstanding Business
placed in a lottery to double the incentive Renovation, Outstanding Site Improveeach month. Currently, RAM matches ments, Outstanding Historically ComSNAP dollars, through Fresh Access Bucks, patible New Construction, Neighbora program which makes local produce hood Friendly Business, Outstanding
more affordable and accessible to low Neighborhood Architect, and Outstanding
income families.
Neighborhood Advocate.

LakeShore

Hot
Red s Day
’
entine
Val Deals

BICYCLES

OPEN: Monday–Friday 9–7 • Saturday
9–5:30 • Sunday 12–5

Check Out Our
Electric Bicycles!

2108 Blanding Blvd. (SR–21) • 904-388-0612
www.LakeShoreBicycles.com

2342 Park Street
4 beds / 4 baths / 3,254 sqft.
Room for 6+ offices

$399,000

HEATHER BUCKMAN
Realtor

904.233.6755

www.hbuckman.floridanetworkrealty.com
© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

At Clay Eye Physicians and Surgeons, we are proud to offer
Comprehensive Sub Specialty Eye Care with the goal of helping
patients with virtually any eye problem. From routine eye
exams to the most complicated eye surgeries, our team is
specialty trained to support your vision care needs.
Our physicians have been specially trained in such areas as:

Comprehensive
Eye Care
No LoNger
a PuzzLe

• LASIK SURGERY
• LASER CATARACT SURGERY
• GLAUCOMA
• MACULAR DEGENERATION
• DIABETIC EYE DISEASE
• CORNEA SURGERY
• ROUTINE EYE EXAMS

• DISEASES OF THE RETINA
• DISEASES OF THE MACULA
• COSMETIC SURGERY
• PEDIATRIC EYE EXAMS
• PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY
• CONTACT LENSES
• EYEWEAR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Most insurance plans accepted.
Now welcoming new patients.

RiveRside
St. Vincent’s Hospital
DePaul Building
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120
Jacksonville, FL 32204
ORange PaRk
2023 Professional Center Dr.
Orange Park, FL 32073
Fleming island
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140
Fleming Island, FL 32003
mandaRin
11790 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.272.2020

www.clayeye.com

Experience.
Expertise.

904.394.2316
3610 St. Johns Avenue
Jacksonville, FL

cbvhomesearch.com

Results.
Crystal Creek

avondale

vanguard realty

1644 Talbot Avenue $239,000

9679 Cedar Ridge $198,990

Anne Rain 904.472.9809

Patricia Orange 904.612.0211

Murray Hill

avondale

normandy

615 Luna Court $139,000

2773 Taylor Hill $150,000

Seth Kimball 904.270.0210

Keith Sowin 904.314.4324

normandy

2716 Oak Street

Ortega

8215 Foxdale $200,000

4242 Ortega Boulevard #12 $169,900

Tony Caribaltes 904.536.5779

Cindy Corey 904.673.6740

Beaches

$239,500

The original historic 1911 Bryan W. Blount residence, The Martha Washington Condos do not turn over often
and are truly one of a kind. This home features high ceilings, big rooms, modern custom kitchen with granite,
beautiful floors, 4 sets of French doors, 3 balconies, storm windows over historic windows and each bedroom
has its own attached bathroom with granite countertops plus half bath for visitors downstairs. There are lots
of closets and storage and the unit is energy efficient. Lower rear balcony features steps down to the fenced
courtyard. The proximity and amount of outdoor space make this building special. Bicycles can be stored in
the basement. Unit has 2 assigned parking spaces. The Martha Washington Condominiums are in the heart
of Riverside - Steps to the St. Johns River & St. Vincent’s Hospital, one block from the Park & King restaurants
and shops, moments to 5 Points and Avondale. These condominiums do not come available often!

Springfield
4300 South
Beach Parkway
#2114
$285,000

1413 North
Pearl Street
$237,500
Ed Akers
904.651.6676

Patricia Orange
904.612.0211

Seth Kimball 904.270.0210

Wade Griffin

534.0969

Anne Rain

472.9809

Seth Kimball

270.0210

Christie Radney

962.3049

Tripp Newsom

234.6117

Sherry Faircloth

463.7649

Patricia Orange

612.0211

Cindy Corey

673.6740

“Visit us for the latest on
mortgages and rates.”
ALLEN LEWIS Sales Manager
904.705.2086

allen.lewis@everbank.com
NMLS ID#433503

Erica Davis

219.0954

Dulce Lake

589.7057

Pat Nodurft

333.0792

Lee O’Quinn

742.8338

Keith Sowin

314.4324

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are
happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated.
Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo and “We Never Stop Moving” are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All
information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network is offered by USAA Relocation Services, Inc., a licensed real
estate broker and subsidiary of USAA Federal Savings Bank. Program may be unavailable for employer-sponsored relocations. Not available for
transactions in Iowa or outside the US. This is not a solicitation if you are already represented by a real estate broker. Obtaining a mortgage from
USAA Bank is optional, not required to utilize the USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network, and can be acquired
from other sources. Use of the term “member” does not convey an legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for
property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United
Services Automobile Association. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates.

Tony Caribaltes

536.5779

Ed Akers

651.6676

Matt Topp

347.9392

Pushpa Devi

403.9568

“Want a career where you
can create your income?
Call me today!”

clark lablond

Director of Career Development
904.537.6149 clablond@cbvfl.com

ARDENS
Famous
Kountry Buffet
4555 St. Johns Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210

904-240-1404
Monday-Friday: 10am-3pm
Saturday:

Look for Breakfast hours coming soon

Sunday: 10am-4pm

NEW OWNERS,
SAME LOCATION
Grand Re-opening of Our
Famous Wing Bar!
We would like to invite you to the new
Arden’s Kountry Kafe where we take
great pride in serving you our Classic
Southern Buffet. Over the past several
months we have transitioned as the new
owners and have made significant strides
to produce the very best product for you
and our local community. Changes have
included involving local farmers and a
fresh approach to ensure the quality of our
food. Coming back soon will be the grand
opening of our famous wing bar which will
be included in our regular buffet price. We
look forward to seeing you soon,

Food with love!
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Culvert projects still awaiting start dates
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Motorists and pedestrians on two local
roads will be detoured for approximately
eight weeks during construction on aging
culverts in the Fishweir and Lakeside
neighborhoods.
Both projects were slated to begin in
late January, according to Public Works
Department project status reports provided
by Tia Ford, public information officer
for the City of Jacksonville.

Lakeside bridge replacement
A year after the City of Jacksonville
estimated construction on the Lakeside
Drive Bridge replacement would begin
in early 2016, the four-year-old $700,000
project is still awaiting commencement
of construction.
Funding for the project, first initiated in
2013, was appropriated by City Council in
May 2015 for a bridge ranked fifth among
“most traveled bridges in need of repair” in
Northeast Florida, according to a February
2014 report from the Florida Department
of Transportation.
The Lakeside Drive Bridge project replaces the existing 50-year-old bridge with
a precast box culvert, realigns the roadway
to provide a safer travel path by decreasing
the turning radius and lowering the elevation. It also improves drainage at the
intersection with Wabash Avenue, provides
new sidewalks, corrects curbing deficiencies,
and coordinates with various utilities to
improve their crossing of the drainage
outfall, according to an explanation received

Lakeside Bridge

in August 2015 from the City of Jacksonville’s
public communications office.
A project status report dated Nov. 30,
2016 indicated the construction start was
expected to be last month, with completion
in February. The project replaces the existing structurally deficient bridge with a
box culvert that will still be classified as
a bridge, according to the report issued
by Project Manager Gary Goldsberry.
As of press time, utilities such as water,
sewer and overhead utilities attached to
the existing structure have yet to be permanently relocated.

In 1991 and again in 1998, the City’s
Streets and Drainage Department had
requested the culvert be replaced at an
estimated cost of $250,000. In 2013, the
issue was given a project number at a cost
of $450,000, and in 2014 was at 90-percent
design completion, with funding expected
in Fiscal Year 2016-2017.
The project replaces a failing metal
pipe-arch culvert with a box culvert. The
roadway will be reconstructed, drainage
improved, and the decorative parapet
railings replaced with a similar design,
according to a Nov. 30, 2016 status report.

Herschel Street culvert replacement
For 25 years, passers-by on Herschel
Street have watched the deterioration of
a now 85-year-old arched culvert over
Little Fishweir Creek, also known as Azalea
Creek. The Herschel Street culvert is
located between Pinegrove Avenue and
Van Wert Avenue.

Herschel Street Bridge

RAGSDALE HOLDEN WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Is it time for a Retirement Reality check?

The economy. Interest rates. Long-term care. The new
political landscape. With so many factors beyond your
control, it isn’t easy to plan for retirement, especially if
you’re between 50-70.

How do I deal with constant volatility?

Markets will always fluctuate. But, whatever way they
move, a comprehensive financial plan is one of the best
strategies to stay on track.

JAMES L.
SCHUMACHER, D.M.D.
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1995

We monitor the current environment and will work
with you to ensure your plan and your portfolio
reflects changing conditions, so you feel more
confident about the future.
Sally T. Ragsdale
Vice President –
Wealth Management
sally.ragsdale@ubs.com
904.301.3129

Jennifer S. Holden, CFP®
Molly Hill
Financial Advisor
Sr. Registered
jennifer.holden@ubs.com
Client Associate
904.301.3113
molly.hill@ubs.com
904.301.3132

For some of life's
questions, together we
can find an answer.

UBS Financial Services, Inc. | One Independent Drive, 30th Floor Jacksonville, FL 32202 904.354.6000

Let us
help you love
your smile !

In providing wealth management services to clients, we offer both investment advisory and brokerage services which are separate and distinct and differ in material
ways. For information, including the different laws and contracts that govern, visit ubs.com/workingwithus. UBS Financial Services Inc., its affiliates and its employees
are not in the business of providing tax or legal advice. Clients should seek advice based on their particular circumstances from an independent tax or legal advisor.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. ©UBS 2016. All rights reserved.
UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Unique Jewelry
Fine Jewelry
Sporting Goods
Accessories

Welcoming New Patients!
• implants • crowns • veneers
Excellence Through Experience

(904) 388-3559

WWW.FIRSTCOASTSMILES.COM
4201 ROOSEVELT BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210
We assist our patients with most major insurance plans.

Whatever She, or he treasures...
YOU’LL FIND IT AT OUR CHEST!
Locally owned for 28 years! | 904.389.7296 | 2303 Cassat Avenue

Come see us today!

www.treasurechestimports.com
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City to address erosion in two parks along Ortega River
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
When Ronald Easter makes his morning
clean-up walk through two parks on San
Juan Avenue in the Lakeside area, he does
more than pick up trash left behind by the
previous day’s park visitors. Easter, and his
wife Carol, also scan for potential safety
hazards in the two city-owned and maintained parks.
The Easters, who have lived across San
Juan Avenue near both parks since the late
1960s, patrol the parks with plastic buckets
and litter-pickers each morning because
they want to be good citizens.
In late summer 2016, Ron Easter noticed
several areas of concern, including erosion
of the bulkhead in Stinson Park and a very
deep hole in Baker Point Park at the juncture
of the new seawall and the concrete retaining
wall, which runs parallel to the street.
“Ron and I e-mailed the city, then I contacted the city by phone about the erosion
on the Baker Point side,” said Carol. “They
did nothing. Then the police were parked
there one day, and I showed them the hole.
They were shocked nothing had been done
so they put yellow tape around it so people
would be aware of it.”
Carol said she received one response from
the city “quite a while ago, stating they were
aware of the problem and would be addressing it, but of course they have not.”
The only precautionary measure to warn
inquisitive children away from the sinkhole
were a couple of red safety cones, which
the patrol officers had set up. “We kind
of just gave up,” said Carol. “We just kept
telling people about it when they were at
the park.”
Over in Stinson Park, Ron Easter pointed
out a hole he continually covers with a
rock to prevent unsuspecting visitors from
stepping into it and potentially breaking
a leg. “Every time Parks and Rec came out
to mow, they would toss the rock away,”
said Easter. “I would just go find another
one to cover it.”
The Lakeside couple have been patrolling
both parks since 2011 and have also cleaned
up fishing lines and other harmful debris

from the base of the Ortega River Bridge
to keep the parks clean for the children
in the neighborhood. Since they began
their community clean-up efforts six years
ago, they have noticed a bit less trash, but
the recent erosion gave them new cause
for concern.
“That hole is very dangerous and if a child
falls in it, the city is in for a big lawsuit,”
said Carol Easter.
After touring the parks with the Easters
shortly before Christmas, on January 4
The Resident reached out to city employees
in Parks, Recreation and Community
Services, Public Works and the office of
District 14 Councilman Jim Love. New
barriers were installed around the erosion
sites the same day.
“These issues were, if not caused by,
worsened by Hurricane Matthew,” said
City of Jacksonville Public Information
Officer Tia Ford. “Parks will be performing
repairs to both, filling the eroded areas
using various stone sizes covered with
topsoil and sod. Both are expected to be
completed within the next 30 days. In the
meantime, they have installed more secure
barriers at both locations.”
In response to the inquiry, Love’s office
stated Parks and Public Works have been
hampered by budget constraints and urged
residents to get involved with the City of
Jacksonville’s budget process.
“Show up to Council committee and full
Council meetings that are of relevant
concern and contact your district and
at-large Council members to provide your
input,” said Kevin Kuzel, executive assistant
for Councilman Love. “Additionally, I tell
as many constituents as possible to contact
all the Council Members, because they will
all vote on the budget, and on every legislative issue that comes before the Council.
The budget will be composed, presented,
debated, and then presented to the Council
for approval in just a few months.”
Less than two years ago, the City of
Jacksonville spent $758,545 to replace 4.4
miles of seawall maintained by the city,
including the bulkhead along the Ortega
River at Baker Point Park. The new bulkhead
was completed in June 2015.

BEFORE

AFTER

A deep sinkhole appeared in Baker Point Park in
late summer 2016.

BEFORE

In early January, the City of Jacksonville erected a
safety fence around the hole at the new bulkhead
in Baker Point Park.

AFTER

Erosion along the seawall in Stinson Park on San
Juan Avenue.

In early January, the City of Jacksonville erected a
safety fence along the Stinson Park seawall where
erosion has occurred.

We Hire Character and Enhance Careers
Jessica JENKINS
“I joined the Ortega/Avondale office because I wanted to be part of a company that
has a respected name that people in North Florida have come to trust and rely on
for integrity and professionalism. I like that no corner is cut in terms of education of
sales associates or the treatment of customers and no expense is spared when it
comes to providing resources that help my customers accomplish their goals.”

R

904-891-8026
Jesse MATOS
“The main reason that I decided to enter the real estate business is because I
wanted to provide excellent customer service to individuals that were buying or
selling their homes. I completed my real estate training with the Watson School of
Estate and knew that I wanted to work for a company that had similar values that I
had. Watson was the right choice for me.”

R

904-294-7390
Kyle WILLIAMS
“I chose to work for Watson based off of the experience I had selling my home
through them. I have several friends that work at the Avondale/Ortega Office which
have spoken highly of the support system in place to help build and maintain a
successful business. Watson is a solid company that has been in business for over
50 years and has the brand recognition I was looking for.”

Style Your Spring at Momni

R

FB: Momni Love, Momni Boutique
IG: @momnijax
TW: @momniboutique
PIN: Momni Boutique
Blog: theboutiquenextdoor.org

904-304-9499
Dave SHORTZ
“Why Watson? That’s easy, Watson Realty has the largest market share in NE
Florida as well as the tools, technology, and support many other brokerages
can only dream about. I also like that my broker is a State Licensed Real Estate
Instructor who is always available to help me and my customers with the buying
and selling process and if issues arise.”

1188 Edgewood Ave. S.
(904) 321-9087
www.momniboutique.com

R

We protect it.
You live it.
We’re here to help life go right™ – so you can enjoy it, while we help protect it.
Let’s talk about your life insurance options.
CALL US TODAY.

904-219-7495
Laine MacWILLIAMS
“I have used Watson Realty as a homeowner and was impressed with their
professionalism. I thought it best to learn from a company that supports its brokers
who support its agents - especially when things go sideways. Lorri never forgets
that new agents “don’t know what they don’t know” and equips them with the skills
needed to become a successful Realtor®”

R

904-654-6830
Mike WHITE
"Joining Watson was a natural choice for me as I grew up in Jacksonville seeing
their signs everywhere. When it was time to sell our first home, we called Watson.
The experience was so good, we called them when it was time to sell again. It just
feels right to be at the Watson office closest to me.."

R

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32210
Bus: 904-381-1206
cam.anderson.hf1a@statefarm.com

Kathy Scott Insurance Agcy Inc
Kathy Scott, Agent
6018 San Jose Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32217
Bus: 904-730-3665

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL
1601495

904-537-7604

You should be next, call us today!

Take Another Look at Watson
Ortega/Avondale Office • 4194 San Juan Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32210 • 904-387-3555
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Group forms to ‘Save Winter Point’
Residents hire attorney
to fight TriBridge
apartment complex

will result in unacceptable noise, objectionable architectural massing, dangerous
traffic congestion, (artificial) light pollution,
and property-value reduction.
The TriBridge complex is to be built on
1.66 acres and will result in 84.33 units per
By Kate A. Hallock
acre. This is a higher density than what had
Resident Community News
been proposed earlier under The Beacon,
a high-rise luxury condominium with 55
Residents of the Park Plaza condominium units intended for the same site, and higher
high-rise in Riverside are still trying to rally than what exists among five nearby condo
neighbors to join a fight they are calling or apartment complexes.
By comparison, The Beacon would have
“Save Winter Point.”
Although the Planning Commission had 42 units per acre. Park Plaza has 58
granted its approval Jan. 19 to allow TriBridge units on 1.14 acres, or 51 per acre. Broadview
Residential to build a 140-unit apartment Terrace and Broadview Towers condos
complex adjacent to Park Plaza, the residents together have 72 units on 1.43 acres, or 50.3
still have two more opportunities to make per acre. The San Juline condominium has
their concerns known to the City in an effort 13 units on 0.55 acre, or 24 per acre, while
to block or alter the parameters of the project. Bell Riverside apartments has 257 units on
In the works are plans to build a five-story 4.49 acres, or 57.23 per acre.
Of particular concern to the Park Plaza
apartment complex, which wraps around
a six-story garage on riverfront property tenants is the rooftop space to be available
between Lomax Street and Bishopgate Lane. to the public for special events, including
The garage roof will include a pool and food and alcoholic beverage service.
In a statement released to The Resident,
approximately 2,500 square feet of space
Save Winter Point petitioners indicated a
for special events, open to the public.
Park Plaza, a 15-story building between concern that nothing would prevent the
Lomax and Lancaster Streets, is situated TriBridge apartment tenants from allowing
south of the property currently under ap- concerts and rallies on the rooftop amenity
plication for development by Atlanta-based center unless the City put zoning restrictions
TriBridge Residential. The riverfront at on the application to prohibit them.
“Since TriBridge will most likely sell the
nearby Lancaster Terrace, adjacent to
Memorial Park, is typically shown on maps project within five years of its completion,
as Winter Point and, for that reason, the what the zoning permits is more important
opposition to TriBridge’s project is being than what TriBridge contemplates,” the
statement noted.
called to rally to “Save Winter Point.”
The 2030 Comprehensive Plan, however,
Park Plaza residents and other nearby
property owners oppose the proposed includes a goal to promote mixed-use
planned unit development (PUD) due to developments which offer public uses in
the density of the project, which they state high residential density (HDR) land use.

The roof space on the garage of TriBridge Residential’s proposed five-story apartment complex has
potential for an open-air public event/assembly space, under the nose of nearby Park Plaza residents.

The TriBridge application complies with
the Comp Plan goal with the rooftop
amenity center.

Other worries
Several other conditions which would
result from the proposed apartment complex
are worrisome to the nearby neighbors, too.
The development also permits a dock for
day slips and could be a source of additional

LANCASTER TERRACE

Continued on page 11

MALPAS LANE

BROADVIEW TOWERS #4B $639,500
European flair & luxury, breathtaking views,
Italian marble & hardwood floors, designer
touches throughout! LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

WATER OAk LANE

We

noise. Light pollution is also a concern for
the Park Plaza residents, of which 28 attended
the Jan. 3 Planning Department information
meeting about the project.
Tenants which face Lomax Street also
foresee detrimental effects from lighting on
top of the TriBridge complex and around
the pool and amenity/public special events
center on the top of the parking garage.

ORTEGA FOREST

$364,000

Brick 4BR/3BA beauty with mother-in-law suite,
a block away from A-rated Stockton Elementary!
DAVID TAYLOR 424-3946

WATER OAk LANE

our customers!

SALES LEADER OF THE MONTH
Norville Realty is
pleased to announce

Winfield Duss

as Sales Leader of
the Month!

ORTEGA FOREST +POOL $299,900
Beautifully updated 4BR/3.5BA, 2,500SF, 100 yards
from A-rated Stockton Elementary! 2 master
suites, pool ++! LEE NORVILLE 707-3030
LANCASTER TERRACE

ORTEGA WATERFRONT

$245,000

Move-in ready 3BR/3BA Ortega waterfront
townhome with 1,912SF, downstairs BR + BA &
gorgeous water views! LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

CAPSTAN DRIVE

Winfield Duss, Realtor® 904-710-7948

Trust your home to
the local experts
for 31 years!

BROADVIEW TOWERS #1C $229,500
Rare, immaculate 1BR/1BA pied-à-terre with pool
& river views. Custom touches & ceramic tile
throughout! LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

THE CAPE

$229,000

Solid, one owner 3BR/2BA, 2,006SF home w/heated
& cooled garage, updated with granite counters &
new appliances! LINDA SHEPHERD 955-0442

1938 Hamilton Street, Jacksonville

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com

Bart Colbert

Winfield Duss

Cathleen Lee

Lee Norville

Toy Scott

Linda Shepherd

David Taylor

Lisa Anthony Tucker
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Additionally, there are concerns that
“TriBridge has been working with for
“decorated rooftop structures including several months, perhaps six months, and
screening, mechanical equipment, mansard have been very collaborative,” said Holt.
roofs, spires, cupolas, parapets, antennas, “This is an opportunity for us to do somechimneys, and other appurtenances not thing with this project. There are still a lot
intended for human occupancy may exceed of details to be worked out.”
the maximum [90-foot] height,” the
Jacksonville City Council heard comments
statement noted.
from the public on Jan. 24, at which time
The residents have hired attorney Paul Park Plaza resident Tim Burleigh handed
Harden to argue their case before the over a petition and other materials. However,
Planning Commission, the Land Use and due to the huge crowd assembled for the
Zoning Committee and City Council.
Human Rights Ordinance, others who had
At the Jan. 19 Planning Commission planned to speak against the development
meeting, several Park Plaza residents spoke were unable to enter City Hall.
against the development, objecting to
The bills associated with the project are
density, traffic issues and potential decrease currently scheduled to be heard Tuesday,
in their property values.
Feb. 7 by the Land Use and Zoning
Two representatives from Riverside Committee, and voted on by City Council
Avondale Preservation spoke in favor of the Tuesday, Feb. 14. Prior to those hearings,
project. Nancy Powell, Zoning Committee District 14 Councilman Jim Love convened
chair, and Keith Holt, Board chair, both a meeting with Park Plaza residents and
indicated they understand the concerns of representatives from TriBridge to work
the neighbors but believe the project will on their concerns.
be a benefit to the community.
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Current view from Park Plaza of the property where TriBridge Residential plans to build a 140-unit
apartment complex.

Local office condos undergo
façade update, upgrade

The ell-shaped building behind Ameris Bank on Roosevelt Boulevard is undergoing a façade upgrade.

What is
Better Than
a Rose on
Valentines
Day?

for your Super
Bowl parties with
appetizers
and entrees!

Terry’s
Kitchen

from

American
Beauty Florist

388-0094

Fresh Frozen Dinners To Go!
TerrysToGo.com

Special gift
for orders
placed before
February 10.

4218 St. Johns Ave.
Pick up y
388-1743
er
or Deliv le!
b
Availa

Bonnie Dennis
UNDER CONTRACT!

The one-story 25-foot-tall structure
built in 1962 is home to Bubba Burger,
Peterbrooke Chocolate Co., and Papa
John’s Pizza. The City of Jacksonville
property appraiser currently values the
building at $1,113,750, a combination of
separate valuations for the two units which
comprise the whole structure.
South 17 Office Park also owns the building which contains Ameris Bank, a 3,127square-foot structure valued at $374,583.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

A DOZEN
ROSES!

2712 Park Street

Hickory Plaza, an office “condominium”
at 4339 Roosevelt Blvd. and home to
Hickory Foods, Inc., is undergoing a
$200,000 façade upgrade. Permits were
issued in July 2016, but construction did
not begin until October for the 12,375-squarefoot ell-shaped building owned by South
17 Office Park LLC.
Infinity Design Builders is the contractor
for the renovation. The Resident was unable
to obtain an estimated completion date
from the project manager.

SOLD!

REALTOR®

TURN KEY
REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32205

4811 Catherine Terrace
$134,9000

2112 Ernest Street
$195,000

904-759-6692
Fine Art | Handmade Jewelry | Fashion Accessories | Antiques

3568 St. Johns Avenue | 904.588.2575
OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY FROM 10 AM TO 5 PM

anazao.com

5037 Birkenhead Road
$94,900

3222 St Johns Avenue
$1,494,900

4012 Rodby
$129,900
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Foot specialist aims to keep seniors “functioning and mobile”
Dr. Earl Horowitz, the prominent Riverside
foot specialist who has spent the last 57
years with a “one-stop” podiatry practice
specializing in diabetic, wound care and
help for those with ingrown toenails, calluses,
heel spurs and bunions, is now turning his
focus to geriatric foot care.
Although he admits there is no cure for
growing older, Horowitz believes it is
possible to cure many conditions associated
with aging by encouraging seniors to take
good care of their feet.
“There is practically nobody who doesn’t
have a foot problem when they reach 60
years of age,” Horowitz said. “People are
living longer. The average older person
has six or more conditions at one time so
there is a need for a completely different
concept when it comes to the geriatric.
They need more time, more care and the
most important thing is to keep the person
functioning and mobile.”
Seniors often live with unnecessary pain,
believing it to be a “normal” condition,
Horowitz said. “By coming to me, I can help
them control pain and keep them comfortable
and functioning,” he said. “A lot have been
accepting foot pain most of their lives. A
little pain on one foot makes you switch to
the other foot and can make it more easy
to fall,” he said.
The needs of senior citizens vary greatly
depending upon age and experience, and
it is important for seniors to see a podiatrist
who understands the unique problems they
face, he said. The medical problems a patient
encounters between the ages of 65 and 75
are far different from those when they reach
75 and 80 or when they are older than 85.
“People can be very active between 65 and
75, and not so much later on,” he said.

Dr. Earl Horowitz examines a foot

One fear plaguing nearly all senior citizens
is the fear of falling, Horowitz said. “With
a fall, in one minute your whole life changes,”
he explained. “Podiatry has multiple ways
of controlling things so people don’t fall.
The most important is where your feet are
when you fall because the cause of all falling
is the foot. People trip when they are not
balanced,” he explained, noting the last step
on a staircase is usually the cause of most
mishaps. “It’s not knowing the ground is
coming up when it is.”
To keep seniors healthy and mobile,
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of foot
issues is vital, Horowitz said. He recommends
all seniors come in for a “wellness” visit.
“I often ask, ‘When was the last time you
had your foot examined?’” he joked.

But on a serious note, expertise in diabetic
and wound foot care is essential in approaching geriatric podiatry, said the “first
in his class” graduate of Temple University
School of Podiatric Medicine who is board
certified in primary care podiatry, foot
surgery and diabetic wound care.
Many seniors don’t realize there are special
braces in orthotics that can control how the
foot functions increasing stability, he said,
and the main reason diabetic seniors lose
a leg is from infection caused by an ingrown
toenail. Because the feet play an integral
role in a patient’s overall health, Horowitz
said it is important to consider social,
psychological, physical and medical needs.
Key to senior care is listening and spending
time with the patient, as well as consulting
with family, caregivers and others who have
insight into the patient’s wellbeing, he said.
“Doctors spend their time looking at the
computer and not the patient, but patients
want three things: to be looked at like a
human being; to be talked to; and to have
their physician listen to what their problems
are. That’s my whole approach in treating
my senior patients,” he said.
When surgery is necessary, Horowitz uses
a “minimal incision” approach for quicker
recovery and to reduce scarring and pain.
Preventive surgery may be necessary to
“reshape” a foot to get rid of deformities,
which might cause a fall, he said, adding it
might be necessary to remove a bunion so
that it does not turn into an ulcer.
“My goal is to keep you out of the
hospital,” Horowitz explained. Most operations are done in his office, away from
the surgery center, allowing his patients
to “walk in, have surgery, and walk out”
on the same day.

“I’m a relic being a single practitioner,”
Horowitz said. “I’m offering the personal
touch and the ability to keep my senior
patients functioning and mobile. As a senior
myself, I know we deserve it. We finally got
to be a geriatric, why not enjoy it? We have
a right to enjoy the ability to walk through
life comfortably.”
Visit Dr. Horowitz at the Center for Foot
Health, Diabetic Foot, Wound and Geriatric
Podiatry Center, 2550 Park Street, or call (904)
387-0433 for an appointment. Dr. Horowitz’s
practice is open Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is closed on Fridays.

Center for Foot Health
Diabetic Foot & Wound
GERIATRIC FOOT CENTER
2550 Park Street
904-387-0433

urGent care
for every
ouch,
ah-choo,
uh-oh
or ick.
From acHes to X-raYs, we’ve got you covered.
•

Broad range of services: including X-rays and lab
testing in-house for a one-stop experience!

•

Open 7 Days a Week, including nights and weekends

•

Simply walk in. Or if you prefer, call ahead or
schedule online at CareSpot.com.

13 Jacksonville locations

Most Insurances accepted
CS_FLU_Resident News_ALL_Q1_2017.indd 1

1/26/2017 6:47:17 PM

FEBRUARY 2017

|

RESIDENT COMMUNIT Y NEWS |

RESIDENTNEWS.net

13

Judge approves Roost’s motion to dismiss appeal
PROUD requests
re-hearing
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Despite vocal neighborhood opposition,
a judge has ruled in favor of The Roost,
allowing for the 150-seat restaurant to be
built in the Riverside neighborhood of Oak
Street, where a dry cleaner and laundromat
used to operate.
Five months after an appeal was filed by
Positive Riverside Optimized Urban
Development (PROUD), the neighborhood
group protesting Jacksonville City Council’s
approval of The Roost, Duval County
Circuit Court Judge Kevin Blazs rendered
a decision Dec. 22, 2106 to accept a motion
to dismiss based on jurisdiction.
Two motions to dismiss had been filed
in early August by Paul Harden, another
attorney for The Roost.
Harden’s first motion to dismiss, filed
Aug. 11, 2016, was for lack of jurisdiction,
meaning the Jacksonville legislature – that
is, City Council – cannot arbitrarily change
the date of rendition of an order (in this
case, Bill 2016-55). The motion was heard
on Sept. 7, 2016, and the judge’s ruling
blocks the court from hearing the substantive
issues of the City Council’s decision to
approve the 150-seat restaurant.
The motion stated the 30-day countdown
to file the appeal began on May 24, 2016
when the bill was enacted, not on the June
20 postmark when the notice of City
Council’s approval was mailed to all
residents within 350 feet of the site, located
at 2224-2242 Oak St.

PROUD’s appeal to the Circuit Court was
filed July 25, 2016 by attorney Barry Bobek
on behalf of Kevin Pettway, Jennifer Wolfe,
Nancy Murrey-Settle and Fred Pope 60 days
after City Council enacted the ordinance.
The appellants claim a clerical error
between the Office of the General Counsel
and Legislative Services, which delayed a
certified mailing of the notice, effectively
re-set the filing deadline for the appeal, thus
giving PROUD nearly another month to
prepare its petition for Writ of Certiorari
or, “order for judicial review.”
The certified notice regarding the approval of Bill 2016-55 included the statement
“Please note that June 20, 2016, shall be the
date of rendition.”
“This is relevant because our petition for
appeal was entered according to a deadline
fixed in place by the date of rendition, and
we were given the wrong date by the Secretary
of the Council, the City Council Rules, and
the city’s Office of General Counsel,” said
Pettway in an email to The Resident.
“The ruling established that City Council
does not have the right to determine dates
of rendition for the decisions they themselves
make, and that no avenue of recourse exists
for a damaged party who takes the City at
its word,” said Pettway, one of four appellants
in the petition against the City of Jacksonville.
“Put another way, if the City gives you
false information regarding their own dates
of rendition, it is your fault for believing
them,” said Pettway.
The City’s position, according to Deputy
General Counsel Jason Teal, is City Council
can determine its own date of rendition for
its own opinion, but all such decisions are
subject to judicial challenge. “There are
courts that review City decisions all the
time to determine their validity,” he said.

Whiteway Deli granted exception for liquor permit

“The City’s position is the Legislative branch
– that is, City Council – can control when
dates of rendition are decided.”
The Legislative Services Division is governed by the Rules of the City Council. Rule
6.310 states that “the Legislative Aide shall
send, by certified mail, a copy of the order
to the applicant and the affected parties. The
date of rendition of the order shall be the
date of the mailing by the Legislative Aide.”
Teal explained the circuit court judge
hearing the case found that appellate rules
state the “date of rendition” is the date the
order – the enacted ordinance – is given to
the clerk.
“The Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure
are not consistent with the Rules of the City
Council,” he said, “and the judge decided
the appellate rules trump local rules.” Teal
noted that up until Judge Blazs’ decision,
the City had no indication the Rules of the
City Council may be incorrect.
“The City Council Rules determining when
the rendition of zoning decisions would
take place were drafted for the protection
of adversely affected persons who may not
have been in attendance at the City Council
meeting when the zoning decision was
made, and thus may not become aware of
the decision until more than 30 days afterward,” said Teal.
“In a typical court case that starts at the
Circuit Court level which may be appealed
to the District Court, all the parties are in
attendance at the Circuit Court and know
about the decision,” he explained. “However,
with a local government zoning decision,
because both local and state law allow a
zoning decision of the City to be appealed
by ‘any adversely affected party,’ the City
drafted its Rules to require the notice of
the decision to be sent to property owners

within 350 feet of the rezoned property as
well as registered neighborhood organizations, so that anyone who might be ‘adversely
affected’ would be aware of the City’s rezoning decision and determine if they
wanted to pursue and appeal of that decision
to Circuit Court.”
Harden’s second motion to dismiss, also
filed Aug. 11, 2016, was for lack of standing;
that is, the appellants (PROUD) would not
suffer adverse effects from the proposed
restaurant to a different degree from or in
a different manner than the rest of the
community. This motion was denied
because the judge didn’t need to consider
it, having already granted a dismissal for
the timeliness issue, according to Teal.
PROUD has requested a re-hearing before
Judge Blazs. If he does not change his Dec.
22, 2016 decision regarding the lack of jurisdiction, they will appeal his ruling to the
First District Court of Appeals in Tallahassee.
“Our chances are not excellent, but some
chance is better than none,” said Pettway.
“Even if we lose in court, we will have
demonstrated that our neighborhood will
not be invaded without a cost, and that our
community will never back down,” he said.
While there is no indication yet as to
when SDS Restaurant Group, the company
owned by Ted Stein and J.C. Demetree, will
begin to renovate the space on Oak Street,
Stein did provide a statement.
“We are excited to move forward to serve
great food to the neighborhood,” he said in
an email to The Resident. “We feel confident
that we will begin the process soon under
the guidelines that our city leaders approved.
We want to thank the neighborhood for
their continuing enthusiastic support, we
look forward to building a restaurant that
will make Riverside proud.”

Those conditions cited at the hearing
3. This exception is for the existing
included the following:
Whiteway Restaurant comprising three bays
By Kate A. Hallock
During the Jan. 19 hearing, representatives
1. The establishment cannot operate as at 1239 King Street.
Resident Community News
from Riverside Avondale Preservation stated stand-alone bar or nightclub. There will be
4. This exception is for on-premises
their position as neither for nor against, no area set aside for dancing. There will be consumption only, and does not permit
New Whiteway Deli owner Scott McAlister citing unavailability of information in a no amplified live performance of music or package sales.
received the stamp of approval by the timely manner prior to the hearing, and playing of music by a DJ. The establishment
Although the Planning and Development
Planning Commission Jan. 19 to begin requested a deferral, which was denied. Nancy cannot operate as a bar only, but sections Department staff report indicates as such,
the process of moving toward dinner Powell, RAP Zoning Committee chair, also of the establishment may close down for there is no intention on the part of McAlister
service and the sale of wine, beer and expressed a concern with hours of service. no further seating as they empty of diners. to apply for a state license to sell packaged
liquor at the iconic Park and King neigh“Everyone loves Whiteway, and we would
2. The establishment shall operate as a alcohol for off-premise consumption, reitborhood deli.
have no problem with a dinner hour, serving restaurant regulated by the Department of erated Duggan in a phone conversation with
McAlister, who owns three bars and beer and wine, but the concern is the es- Business and Professional Regulation, The Resident.
lounges on King Street, with plans to open tablishment would morph into something Division of Hotels and Restaurants at all
McAlister bought the Whiteway Deli
a taproom, also on King Street, applied for else over time,” said Powell.
times. There shall be no less one hundred property from longtime owner Sam Salem
a zoning exception to serve alcohol at the
McAlister’s attorney, Wyman Duggan, twenty (120) seats at all times. The kitchen in September 2016. Salem and his family
deli located as 1239 King Street, and for a said at the hearing the client completely must be open with a full-service menu had run Whiteway Deli since 1962, first
waiver to reduce the required minimum understands those concerns and provided during all hours of operation. There shall at another location on King Street, then
distance of 500 feet to 400 feet from two four conditions which “went above and be no sale of alcohol after the service of moved the popular deli to its present lonearby churches and a school.
beyond” to address them.
food has stopped.
cation in 2008.

Established a century ago with the
vision to be “a seven-day institution
used by the community each day of the
week... (for) work, play and worship...”

The Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd

in historic Riverside invites the
community to discover, or rediscover,
our open doors.

Tammy’s Cleaning Service

904-400-1296

Let me clean your house so that you have time
for more important things. I am dependable,
experienced, affordable and ready to begin now!
SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
Also available for move in/move out cleans.

Sunday worship - 8 and 10 am
Wednesday Worship - 5:30 pm
Swimming Pool
Facilities for meetings/special events
1100 Stockton Street,
Jacksonville, FL
904-387-5691
www.gsjax.church
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Watches from:
• rolex • tiffany
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• Cartier • le Coultre • iWC
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diamond studs, rings & loose diamonds

A-Coin

www.
.com
6217 St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL

(904) 733-1204
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Guns, sWorDs &
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All Transactions are Confidential
We are not affiliated With rolex Corporation or any of its subsidiaries nor endorsed by rolex in any Way. all trademarked names, brands, and models, mentioned
in this ad are used for identifiCation purposes only and are the sole property of their respeCtive trademarked oWners. a-Coin is knoWn WorldWide, and our
international ContaCts assure you of sellinG to the Company With the Widest Clientele of any other. We Guarantee the hiGhest Cash priCes. please note... there is
no obliGation to sell.. no CharGe for our experts to evaluate your treasures. minimum purChases apply. a-Coin is not affiliated With rolex usa. all trademarked
names, brands, and models, mentioned in this ad are used for identifiCation purposes only and are the sole property of their respeCtive trademarked oWners.

We are not a Rolex Agent

FEBRUARY 2017

|

RESIDENT COMMUNIT Y NEWS |

RESIDENTNEWS.net

15

Annie Lytle clean-up progress done in fits and starts
Former school building
hits centennial in 2017
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Annie Lytle – Public School No. 4, that
is – will turn 100 years old in 2017, but
the long-abandoned elementary school is
getting a facelift from a dedicated crew of
preservationists who have spent a decade
cleaning it up.
For many years, a dozen or so volunteers
have met almost every Saturday with
shovels, wheelbarrows, saws, and paint to
remove four decades’ worth of debris and
graffiti inside and outside the two-story
brick and concrete building. Tim Kinnear,
founder of the Annie Lytle Preservation
Group, wanted to save the building from
demolition in 2000.
Two years ago, Kinnear began to see
some light at the end of the tunnel. He had
applied for the Annie Lytle Preservation
Group to become a registered nonprofit so
that it would be able to accept funds to rent
equipment, such as a front-end loader to
scoop up rotted floor boards, broken plaster
and shattered windows, plus litter left
behind by vandals and squatters.
Also in 2015, the group received a Historic
Preservation Award from the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission for “10
years and hundreds of hours of work
dedicated to the preservation, cleanup and
securing of Annie Lytle, School #4.”
For the past two years, the work crew
has made progress partially restoring some
of the classrooms in order to show the

Graffiti on the stairwell wall between the first and
second floors will be painted over.

former school building in a positive light
for potential buyers. A classroom on the
first floor in the east hallway was repainted,
but missing pieces of flooring still need to
be replaced. Upstairs several more rooms
have been painted and three more are
prepped for new paint.
According to group member Patsy Bryant,
who is responsible for social media and
volunteer scheduling, the clean-up activity
has almost deterred further vandalism.
“We have had virtually no tagging on the
outside of the building, only minor things
inside,” she said. “We had the inside relatively
secured until Hurricane Matthew, which blew
some of the panels down,” referring to the
plywood panels which cover broken windows.
She also attributes the lack of vandalism
to several other things.
“Security at night has slowed things as
has the dog park visitors watching. Also,
when word got out that arrests were being
made tended to deter as well,” said Bryant.
“The other part of this also was that anything
that was tagged, outside and in, was
painted over within a day.”
Bryant said the preservation group has
had several people express an interest in
buying the building, which is owned by a
real estate company in Miami Beach, Florida.
“When we give them the tour, we start
downstairs, east hall first. They see the break
room, another room and the cleared boys’
restroom, and the cafeteria. Those four
rooms have been or are being worked on,”
she explained. “We continue down the hall,
which gets worse as we go. The west hall is
a horror. Then we go up the back stairs and
it is like a breath of fresh air. First three
rooms are in progress. From there down
the hall things are so improved it gives a
totally different perspective. By starting
with the worst we can give them an inkling
how things could be.”
In May 2016, Bryant met with a local
construction company, Jeff Thompson
Construction, who had purchased the
corner lot on Park and Rosselle next to
Jimmy Johns. Bryant gave him a tour of
the building and said at that time he had
expressed interest in buying and gutting
the building and using the front facade
and the two sides.

WE DELIVER!
904.516.5976

Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More
“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

Bridging the gap between

Buyers & Sellers

mElROSE

Public School No. 4 (Courtesy of the Wayne Wood Collection)

Thompson indicated that, while interested, it would take years and a huge
amount of obstacles to overcome. “We
would want to preserve as much as possible,”
he said in an August 2016 interview. “The
neighborhood is turning around.”

Work events moving forward
Although the preservation group used to
meet nearly every weekend, there was a
stretch prior to September 2016 where no
appreciable work was done.
“Quite a few of our volunteers had job
changes or shift changes which prevented
them from being with us,” said Bryant. “We
also were attempting to get our Hold
Harmless agreement updated, but several
of us were working individually.”
She said the most dedicated of the inner
group is founder Tim Kinnear, Ivy Buford,

Lisa Marie France, Brett Nolan and, behind
the scenes, Paul Bremer. Bryant also gives
credit for jump-starting recent clean-up
efforts to David Bullet, founder of Abandoned
Florida, a website which documents abandoned, forgotten and lost places in Florida.
“We have changed the way work is being
done. Instead of Saturday Work Days, we
have turned to Work Events,” she said.
“David had volunteered to put the word
out to some of his group that we needed
help and brought about our September
Work Event. We had over 25 volunteers
from all over the state, including Tampa
and Miami.”
The most recent work event, in December,
was hosted by TruHome Realty and real
estate agent Ryan Miller of Gainesville, said
Bryant. At that event, volunteers put up a
Christmas tree and other holiday decorations at the front entrance of Annie Lytle.
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Jacksonville, 32207 FL

904.683.7396
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Elizabeth O’Steen REALTOR®
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As one road project ends, another begins
Multi-use path to be
included in I-10/I-95
road improvements

project replaces a series of overpasses that
carry traffic over Hendricks, Kings and
Montana Avenues on Interstate 95. Built in
1959, the bridges were gradually deteriorating due to heavy rain over the years,
according to the FDOT website.
By Marcia Hodgson
Construction started on the six-phase
Resident Community News
project in early 2013. Once complete, the
project will serve to remedy congestion
Drivers accessing I-95 through down- through widening I-95 by providing an
town Jacksonville are not out of the additional lane in the southbound direction
woods yet when it comes to battling road as well as adding capacity with the addition
construction.
of a two-lane parallel service road for
As the Overland Expressway and Interstate northbound traffic and reconstruction of
95/J. Turner Butler flyover projects wind the existing southbound lanes.
down toward completion in late spring
Also included in the project is the widand summer of this year, the Florida ening of the south end of the southbound
Department of Transportation plans to Fuller Warren Bridge to provide a two-lane
begin another major road project this exit ramp to the southbound parallel
spring, which will improve the Fuller service road; adding bicycle lanes on
Warren Bridge and exits near Riverside, Atlantic Boulevard from Kings Avenue to
causing congestion for I-95 drivers heading Stevens Street alongside the eastbound
through the city.
travel lanes and from Kings Avenue to
However, taking a long view, many Old Hickory Road alongside the westbound
residents on both sides of the river will lanes; eliminating existing drainage ponds
cheer the construction of a shared-use under the Fuller Warren Bridge with one
path dedicated for pedestrians and bicyclists remaining as a grassed lot and the other
that will straddle the river adjacent to the an improved parking lot.
bridge, providing a safe connection between
the historic communities on either side of Fuller Warren Bridge
the St. Johns.
improvements

Overland Bridge project
Drivers heading westbound on Atlantic
Boulevard were forced to use detours during
several nights in early January as the old
northbound ramp to I-95 was removed.
Scheduled to be completed in the summer
of 2017, the $159.2 million Overland Bridge

Key
Riverside ramp
San Marco ramps
Bike/Pedestrian path

A view of the multi-use path adjacent to the Fuller Warren Bridge between Riverside and San Marco that the
Florida Department of Transportation plans to build as part of its I-10/I-95 roadway improvement project.

ultimately decided make substantial im- interchange area to eliminate weaving on
provements to eastbound 1-10 to southbound I-10 caused by the ramps from I-95.
During construction, FDOT plans to
I-95, and northbound I-95 to westbound
use the area which is currently home to
I-10 at a cost of $128 million.
Included among the changes for motor- the Riverside Arts Market as a staging area.
ists heading eastbound on I-10 and south- The ponds between Riverside Avenue and
bound on I-95 will be a new deceleration College Street will be filled in and the new
area for the Stockton Street off ramp, the permanent parking lot on the north side
widening from one to two lanes of the of Riverside is scheduled to be completed
I-10 eastbound exit to I-95 south, and the by Nov. 1, 2017. RAM will continue to
addition of two southbound auxiliary have its regular access each Saturday during
this period. Beginning March 1, 2018, a
lanes to the Fuller Warren Bridge.
This spring improvements are scheduled
For those driving northbound on I-95 to small area west of the bridge adjacent to
to begin on the I-10/I-95 interchange area westbound I-10, an additional auxiliary the American Red Cross will be closed off
near Riverside.
lane is planned to the Fuller Warren Bridge. to make way for the contractor to move
Two years ago, on February, 26, 2015, Also in the works is a widening from two heavy equipment into that designated area.
FDOT held a public meeting at the Episcopal to three lanes of the ramp from I-95 northChurch of the Good Shepherd to discuss bound to I-10 westbound and a new fly-over
proposed improvements to the I-10/I-95 from I-95 northbound to Stockton Street
interchange area near Riverside and with ramp modifications within the
Continue on page 17

Upcoming Events
at the Florida Theatre

Pat Metheny
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Masters of Illusion
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Shared-use path
Also included in the project is a $20
million shared-use path that will run adjacent to the south side of Fuller Warren
bridge between Riverside and San Marco,
which will be dedicated solely for bicyclists
and pedestrians.
The path will have an “independent”
ramp leading from the Riverside Arts
Market up toward the Fuller Warren
Bridge, said Odette Struys, a spokesperson
for FDOT. “It will join the Fuller Warren
Bridge before it crosses the water and will
be separated by a traffic barrier,” she said,
noting that a 10-foot shoulder will provide
an additional cushion between the traffic
and the barrier.
The multi-use path will be 12 feet in width
– the same as a traffic lane. In addition to
the traffic barrier there will be a tall fence,
curved at the top to prevent items from
being tossed from those using the multi-use
path into the traffic lanes, she said, adding
that on the side adjacent to the river a
4-foot-6-inch aluminum railing will separate
the path from the river.

As the path nears the San Marco side,
it will again separate from the bridge,
forking north and south. Those choosing
the north fork will be provided with a
safe avenue underneath I-95’s southbound
traffic lanes so they can reach Palm
Avenue without having to cross any traffic,
she said.
Meanwhile, those choosing to go south
will connect with a ramp leading to a
dedicated bike and pedestrian path behind
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care. Nemours
has already granted an easement to the
City on its property behind its building
so a connecting route from the multi-use
path to Children’s Way in San Marco can
be provided.
In its plans for the new Baptist MD
Anderson campus, Baptist Health has
included an eight-foot-wide, multi-use
pedestrian and bike path along the north
side of Children’s Way and Nira Streets,
adjacent to its property from Palm to the
railroad tracks, said Cindy Hamilton,
director of public relations for Baptist
Health. The path will not be open until
the second quarter of 2018 when Baptist
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“What’s nice about this is the bridge will connect
the neighborhoods of San Marco and Riverside by
giving access to either neighborhood.”
— Odette Struys, FDOT spokesperson

MD Anderson Cancer Center’s new
nine-story addition opens, she said. Ideally
the city hopes to use this as a safe way for
cyclists and walkers to loop through North
San Marco making connections between
Riverside and the Southbank Riverwalk.
“What’s nice about this is the bridge will
connect the neighborhoods of San Marco
and Riverside by giving access to either
neighborhood,” said Struys.

I-95/JTB Flyover
Congestion for drivers heading south on
Interstate 95 will ease up this spring when
the I-95/JTB Flyover project is completed
in late May 2017.

To improve traffic flow at the busy interchange between J. Turner Butler Boulevard
and I-95, FDOT has been constructing a
new two-lane, 1,400-foot flyover from
southbound I-95 to eastbound JTB so drivers
experience less congestion as they head
toward the Town Center and Beaches.
Drivers commuting to downtown will be
able to take advantage of a small flyover
from westbound JTB to I-95.
The $66 million project, which began
construction in August 2014, will also
include a resurfacing of certain areas of
JTB, widening and drainage installation
for on and off ramps from I-95 and JTB,
and new ponds for drainage within the
projects limits.

Going ‘native’ has its challenges for new president
By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News
Talk about an oops! The Jacksonville
Transportation Authority recently put in
a new bus stop on Park Street at the Native
Plant Park. It’s the perfect stop for anyone
wanting to check out what plants are native
to Northeast Florida, but in an effort to
make the stop look good, the contractor
planted St. Augustine grass which, despite
its name, isn’t native.
Sally Steinauer, former society president,
let JTA know about the faux pas. JTA saw
the error of its ways and ordered the sod
removed, to be replaced with mulch.
Crisis averted, but it highlighted the
challenge the Ixia Chapter of the Native
Plant Society faces — educating people
about what plants are native.
That is the goal of new president Cate
Hurlbut. A Mandarin resident, Hurlbut is
a professor of biological science at Florida

State C ollege at
Jacksonville’s Open
Campus at Deerwood.
She shared her
goals for the year at
the society’s January
meeting. The group
Cate Hurlbut
meets at 6:30 p.m.
the second Thursday
of the month at the Willowbranch Library
in Riverside.
Society members are preparing for the
annual native plant sale April 29 at the
park at 3312 Park St., held in conjunction
with the Riverside Avondale Preservation’s
Spring Tour of Homes.
This will be the third year for the sale.
Last year they doubled the sales from the
first year, and Hurlbut said she hopes to
double it again this year.
Most of the plants in the sale come from
members’ gardens. In addition, two local
nurseries, Native and Uncommon Plants

in Jacksonville and Reflections of Nature
Nursery in Fernandina Beach, will have
plants for sale.
The society also has a plant swap among
members and Hurlbut said she would like
to have more, as well as workshops on
things like planting for pollinators.
To help with outreach, Hurlbut appointed
Steinauer as Ixia chapter ambassador.
Steinauer teaches classes on native plants
at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
the University of North Florida.
Hurlbut also wants to continue to partner
with other organizations in the area by
providing information about native plants
at their events. They participate in the Tree
Hill Butterfly Festival, the Garden and Wine
Festival at the zoo, Cummer Museum Garden
Month, Ruckus on the River and the Hogan
Creek Biodiversity Festival.
“There are a lot of outreach events where
we pass out literature and talk to people,”
she said. “And most people like the idea

of planting natives but they want to know
where to buy them. And they won’t buy
them if they’re expensive. And that’s where
it gets complicated.”
Some natives like gaillardia, purple
coneflower or beautyberry are readily
available in big box stores and nurseries but
may not be labeled native.
Other native plants, like many native
milkweeds used by monarch butterflies,
are hard to come by in retail stores because
they don’t lend themselves to commercial
growing operations.
And then there’s the misconception people
have that you should plant nothing but
native plants. While that’s the ideal, it’s not
very realistic, Hurlbut said.
“You don’t have to rip out what you have,”
she said. “We encourage people to plant
natives as they replace stuff.”
For more information about native
plants go to ixia.fnpschapters.org and
plantrealflorida.org.

Looking for something unique to do with
your sweetheart this Valentine’s Day?
February 11th:
Valentine’s Special
$20 off per
couple

February 11th:
For your little Valentine
love of your life
Mommy and me
workshop

February 14th,
No Valentine? No Problem!
Spend it with us for a
no-date valentine’s
day workshop

Sign up online now and check out our expanding calendar of options at creativegrainstudio.com.

3239 Riverside Ave.

Marsh & Saxelbye
Designed Home
3 bdrm/2.5 bath
Carriage House

$700,000

Jane

Slater

3627 St. Johns Ave. | Jacksonville, FL

realtor®, gri

cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com | NeighborhoodsofJax.com

2014 & 2015 Top Producer
in the Avondale Office
Connecting You to
the Neighborhoods
of Jacksonville

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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Interfaith service held at St. John the Divine Church
Twelve clergymen representing various denominations throughout Florida joined
together to celebrate the 2017 Ecumenical Vespers at St. John the Divine Greek
Orthodox Church in St. Nicholas Jan. 17.
The service kicked off a Week of Prayer of Christian Unity, an international
ecumenical observance that takes place eight days between Jan. 18 and 25. During
this time, the entire Christian community throughout the world is invited to pray
in communion with the prayer of Jesus “that they all may be one.” (John 17:21)
The biblical theme for 2017 Week of Prayer of Christian Unity was Reconciliation – The
Love of Christ Compels Us. The theme was chosen by the Council of Churches in Germany,
as 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation when Martin
Luther nailing his 95 Theses on the door of Wittenburg Castle Church on October 31, 1517.
The Ecumenical Vespers in Northeast Florida was an initiative started in 2014 by Bishop
Felipe J. Estevez of the Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine. The annual event is rotated
among various churches.
Front: Rev. Alexandra Hedrick, Stated Clerk, Presbytery of St. Augustine, Presbyterian Church (USA); Bishop Felipe J. Estevez, Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine; Bishop Emeritus Dimitrios Couchell of Xanthos, Metropolis of Atlanta, Greek Orthodox
Church of America; and Bishop Robert G. Schaefer, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, Florida and Bahamas Synod. Not pictured: Bishop Samuel J. Howard, Episcopal Diocese of Florida. Second row: Dr. Nicholas Louh, pastor of St. John the Divine
Greek Orthodox Church; Rev. Dr. Russell Meyer, executive director, Florida Council of Churches; Deacon Chancellor David Williams, Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine; Rev. Alberto Esposito, Diocese of St. Augustine. Back: Fr. Nick Marziani, Pastor of St.
James Catholic Mission; Dr. Milton Magos, associate pastor of St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church; Rev. Fr. Philopateer Younan, Coptic Orthodox Church.

Join us!

Wellness Wednesdays 4her
When: 12:30 pm – 1:15 pm each Wednesday
Where: Y Healthy Living Center, Riverside
Register: baptistjax.com/events4her

Feb. 1
Act Like Me?
Why Can’t Everyone
s of a feather
We often hear that “bird
other hand, don’t
flock together.” On the
are some people so
opposites attract? Why
ng with than others?
much easier to get alo
out your own
Join us to learn more ab
best to deal with the
behavior style and how
.
“opposites” in your life

Feb. 15
Mindfulness: The Art of “Being”
not “Doing” Part One
When is the last time you sat – wit
h no
distraction at all – and experience
d being
in the moment? Mindfulness-based
stress
reduction (MBSR) helps you learn
to calm
your mind and body to help you cop
e with
stress, illness, and pain. This two-pa
rt series
introduces you to MSBR tips to pra
ctice.

Feb. 8

Simple Strate
gies for Settin
g
Healthy Boun
daries
Boundaries –
we all have th
em, to keep o
the bad and le
ut
t in the good.
B
o
u
n
d
a
ries
(or lack thereo
f) can affect all
a
re
a
s of our
lives including
the physical, m
ental, spiritua
and emotiona
l
l. Join us to le
a
rn
si
m
ple
techniques th
at will help yo
u
id
e
ntify when
to say yes and
how to say no
.

Feb. 22
Mindfulness: The Art of “Being”
not “Doing” Part Two
In this second session of MBSR, we’ll
continue with the “what” and “why” of
mindfulness and practice meditation and
guided imagery from the comfort of your
chair. Although it is recommended, it is
not required to attend Part One to attend
this session.

No cost to attend but seat reservations recommended.
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Honorary chair recalls lifesaving efforts at St. Vincent’s
A rich history of patient care at Riverside- deliver positive outcomes for patients and
based St. Vincent’s Medical Center has availed their families.
many stories from the halls of medicine
Ironically, a sulfa drug shipped in the
throughout the years. This year’s honorary mail to save another child stricken with
chair of the St. Vincent’s HealthCare Red meningitis didn’t save that life, but saved
Rose Ball, Betsy Lovett, is no exception.
the life of Lovett. Along with a transfusion
Lovett remembers falling deathly ill as a from a local fireman who lay arm to arm
child and going through painful procedures, dwarfing the young 9-year-old, the drug
wondering if she would ever be cured of her blessed Lovett with the miracle of life.
malady. Having to undergo the trials and
“I am forever thankful to St. Vincent’s for
tribulations of experimental medicine in the the care that I received as a child and I have
1930s, she desperately needed a cure.
a fondness for the hospital’s mission – to
With a lack of modern medicine’s diag- serve everyone in this community, never
nostics, patients like Lovett experienced the turning any patient away,” said Lovett.
literal practice of medicine. By experimenting
The Red Rose Ball will be held Friday,
on patients and trying everything within February 3 at the Jacksonville Marriott at
their power, physicians were working to Southpoint.

“I am forever thankful to St. Vincent’s for the care that I
received as a child and I have a fondness for the
hospital’s mission – to serve everyone in this
community, never turning any patient away.”
— Betsy Lovett

Betsy Lovett (Photo courtesy of Head Shots Studio)

Former Avondale resident ties
knot with White House aide

Secretary of State John Kerry, Helen Pajcic and Marvin Nicholson, President Barak Obama at the Avondale
home of Steve and Anne Pajcic on Jan. 7. (Photo courtesy of Chris Torres/6 of Four Photography)

FREE
CLASS

Valid for one use. For first time students only.

4154 Herschel Street

904.680.7344

www.solunayogaspa.com
solunayogaspa@gmail.com

The wedding of Helen Pajcic, daughter
of attorney Steve Pajcic of Avondale, will
be one the family – and nearby neighbors
– will not soon forget.
Attending the top secret ceremony Jan. 7
between Pajcic and Marvin Nicholson, longtime White House aide was President Barack
Obama, who served as a groomsman.
President Obama’s 10th visit to Jacksonville since his first in 2007 permitted no
media coverage at the Pajcic home in
Avondale along the banks of the St. Johns
River. The officiant for the marriage ceremony was Secretary of State John Kerry.
Traffic along St. Johns Avenue was restricted during the hour the president was
at the Pajcics’ home, but the street was
lined with throngs of people hoping to
catch a glimpse of Obama.
The bride, a graduate of The Episcopal
School of Jacksonville, worked on Obama’s
2008 campaign, and is a special assistant at
the U.S. Department of Education. Her new
husband held the title of White House Trip

ur
Book yo Day
es ts
n
ti
n
e
l
a
V appointmen
with us!

Steve Pajcic with his daughter, Helen, on her
wedding Jan. 7, at Pajcic’s Avondale home. (Photo
courtesy of Chris Torres/6 of Four Photography)

Director and was Obama’s personal aide
and golf partner. Nicholson also served as
Kerry’s personal aide during his 2004 run
as the Democratic presidential nominee.
Unsubstantiated commentary on social
media sites indicated tuxedoed Secret Service
agents were sitting in the trees in the Pajcics’
backyard during the hour-long visit.

Coming Soon
2017-2018
Newcomer’s Guide

Gift certificates available.

Recent
Adventures
In
Real Estate
Anne Burpee Rain

Broker Associate, Previews International

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com
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New dessert shop hits the
sweet spot in Avondale
A fourth Whit’s Frozen Custard, located
at 3545 St. John’s Ave. in the Shoppes of
Avondale, opened in December, joining
three other franchise locations owned
by Michael and Jessica McKinley.
“Whit’s is our first retail business,” said
Jessica McKinley. “Prior to opening a
Whit’s in 2014 in Atlantic Beach, my
husband and I both held corporate jobs
here in Jacksonville. We had a strong
desire to run our own business.”
McKinley said they were drawn to
Avondale’s walkability. “It is a wonderful
place to stroll down the street and enjoy
the restaurants and boutique shops,” she
said. “We find Whit's works best in
communities where there is a lot of
pedestrian foot traffic.”
The new frozen custard store is located
in the former Avondale Art Gallery,
which required an extensive remodeling.
“We were so happy to be able to be able
to expose the original brick and rafters
of the building,” said McKinley, who,
along with her husband, grew up in the
Midwest. “While we updated the building’s
interior significantly it was nice to bring
back some of the heart and charm of the
original building.”

Jacksonville residents take part in global workout
On January 14, 2017, fitness clubs all
around the world celebrated the 100th
release of BODYPUMPTM with the world’s
biggest one-day workout. The event began
in Auckland, New Zealand, where BODYPUMP
originated, with several YMCAs and other
fitness clubs in Jacksonville hosting group
exercises with the barbells.
BODYPUMP releases a new workout
every three months, coinciding its 100th
release with its 25-year-anniversary of the
program created by four-time Olympic
athlete Les Mills, who started his first gym
in New Zealand in 1968.
Unity Plaza was the site for a group exercise Jan. 14,
celebrating the 100th release of BODYPUMPTM, a
25-year-old workout program.

North Florida Land Trust executive director
appointed to Environmental Regulation Commission
Jim McCarthy, executive director of the
North Florida Land Trust located in Riverside,
has been appointed by Governor Rick Scott
to serve on the Environmental Regulation
Commission, a seven-member board responsible for setting standards and rules that
protect Floridians and the environment.
“I am honored that the Governor chose
me to serve in this position and I look
forward to doing my part to look after
Florida’s natural environments,” said McCarthy,

a Ponte Vedra resident. “I will work closely
with my fellow board members to examine
the risks and benefits of all issues that come
before this commission.”
McCarthy’s term, which began Dec. 16,
2016, will end July 1, 2019. His appointment
is still subject to confirmation by the
Florida Senate.
Founded in 1999, North Florida Land
Trust is a nonprofit organization who serves
as a champion of environmental protection

New to market

Jim
McCarthy

primarily in Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler,
Nassau, Putnam, and St. Johns counties.
NFLT has protected thousands of acres of
environmentally significant land including
land at Big Talbot Island, the River Branch
Preserve, Pumpkin Hill State Park, Moccasin
Slough, along the St. Mary’s River and other
valued natural areas in Northeast Florida.

Jessica McKinley

Susan Donnell
RealtoR ®

904.994.6677

susan@fredmillergroup.com
www.sdonnell.com

Elizabeth Meux

RealtoR ®

904.704.1576

egmeux@gmail.com
www.emeux.com

2893 Selma St

Avondale bungalow full of charm and character. 1394sf, beautiful
hardwood floors, fireplace. Walk to Park and King district.

FRED
MILLER
GROUP
R E A LT O R S

Northeast Florida’s largest rV show
HUNDREDS OF RVs ON DISPLAY FROM:
• Campers Inn, Jacksonville
• Camping World, Jacksonville
• Dick Gore’s RV World, Jacksonville
• General RV Center, Orange Park
• Ocean Grove RV Supercenter, St. Augustine
• Travelcamp, Jacksonville

halF oFF admissioN:

February 9-12, 2017
should e you.
This could b

10:00 am-6:00 pm (Thursday-Saturday)
11:00 am-5:00 pm (Sunday)

Jacksonville Equestrian Center
12 Miles West of Downtown Jacksonville,
Exit #350 off 1-10 / Cecil Commerce Parkway

Seniors- Thursday, February 9th
Military/1st Responders- ALL DAYS of the show
Not valid with other discounts.

For more info,
visit frvta.org
or jaxevents.com
or call 813-741-0488
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Golfers raise funds for
Morning Star school

Jamie Roberts, Lea McConnell, Julie Springer

Local teachers present workshop at
national science teachers conference
Three teachers at Riverside Presbyterian
Day School – Lea McConnell (3rd Grade),
Jamie Roberts (2nd Grade), and Julie
Springer (Kindergarten) – were selected
by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) to present a workshop at
this year’s annual conference in Los Angeles,
California on March 31, 2017.
The educators’ workshop topic, “Starting
Family STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math) Night with
Stories: Take a Journey with the Three
Little Pigs,” was selected from among
2500 proposals.
The honorees are thrilled to represent an
RPDS “first” by being selected to host a
workshop for a national and international
audience. The NSTA conference attracts
science educators from around the world
with over 55,000 NSTA members invited.
The RPDS teachers’ unique presentation

grew from the school’s 2015 STEAM Night
for the Jacksonville community.
“We want NSTA members to witness the
creativity of RPDS. We would love for them
to adapt our ideas and to host a Family
STEAM Night of their own within their
schools,” said McConnell.
The first RPDS Family STEAM Night was
an evening themed around the “Three Little
Pigs” fairy tale. It challenged each family
team to build a structure from provided
materials that could survive simulations of
an escalating array of natural disasters.
Attendees participating in the RPDS teachers’
NSTA conference presentation will also
build and test structures to experience their
own STEAM Night challenge.
This year’s 2017 RPDS STEAM Night
will be held Thursday, March 16 on the
RPDS campus as the faculty and school
facilities embrace a superheroes theme.

The Morning Star School golf tournament held Nov. 14, 2016 at the San Jose
Country Club included 80 golfers who
supported the 60-year-old school while
spending time with friends and raising
much needed funds.
Over $15,000 was raised to help supplement the budget, provide enhancements
to classrooms and purchase up-to-date
educational tools for the students.
“Our golf tournament was a huge success,
and raised more money than ever before!
It’s always amazing when people come
together when needed – and that’s exactly

what happened,” said Maria Johnson,
Director of Development. “We asked for
support to build a high school, and the
community responded. Truly a magical
day amongst friends, for a wonderful cause!”
The school was founded by the Sisters
of St. Joseph of St. Augustine to provide
a Catholic education for students who
were physically handicapped. It first opened
in Riverside, then moved in 1968 to its
current site in Arlington, and now focuses
on children with specific learning disabilities, attention deficit disorders, dyslexia,
and mild emotional handicaps.

Roy and Joann Leskanic, Jim and Jaime Terry, with Father Rafael Lavilla, Rick Barnes, John Dotson and
Kevin Fitzgerald

Robert parked his wheelchair and
got moving again
Walking used to be a difficult task for Robert Hogan. But thanks to the Balance
Program at AgeWell, the former marathoner has parked his wheelchair and
walker and is active again.
Robert has a neurological condition that causes fluid in his brain and throws
off his balance. A physical therapist at AgeWell introduced him to the Balance
Master system, a device that assesses and treats balance and stability issues
with exercises tailored to a patient’s needs.
“The Balance Master was impressive. It pointed out what I could and couldn’t
do and helped restore some of my balance and ability,” said the 81-yearold Atlantic Beach resident. The therapy is one of many offerings at Baptist
AgeWell Center for Senior Health.
Robert Hogan is active again after working with Physical
Therapist Bruce Cathcart at Baptist AgeWell Center.

A former long-distance runner with more than 200 marathons under his
belt, Robert is now able to shop, cook and do more. He’s even participating in
adaptive race-walking competitions.

Baptist AgeWell Center is a unique doctor’s
office with a team of professionals who can
help older adults:
n

Improve mobility and strength

n

Building independent living skills

n

Manage medications

n

Cope with declining memory

n

Manage emotional issues and depression

n

Improve nutrition

“I am amazed by how much more active Robert is,” said his wife Gladys. “He
walks 1 to 2 miles a day and is much happier, all around.”

To make an appointment, call 904.202.4AGE (4243).

© Baptist Health 2016
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Grateful donors give $6 million to
neurological efforts at Baptist Health

CoRK artist speaks
in Ponte Vedra
Tony Wood, a mixed media artist who
has a studio at CoRK in the Arts District
in Riverside, was the featured guest speaker
at the Society of Mixed Media Artists meeting
Jan. 21 in Ponte Vedra.
Wood is well known for his portrayal of
people, faces and the human figure. A
frequent award winner, he was named Artist
in Residence for Duval County.
During his talk, Wood discussed the
fundamentals of building a foundation for
collage in order to add depth, texture and
dimension to any work. He also demonstrated
how to enhance the story and statement
artists bring to their work.

Tony Wood

Savory Olive open in
Shoppes of Avondale
One of the newest shops in the Shoppes
of Avondale, Savory Olive, offers a variety
of balsamic vinegars, olive oils, and wines
for the discerning palate. Open as of Nov.
3, 2016, Tracy Fredrickson’s first foray into
retail after spending 28 years in healthcare
has proven to be a hit among residents.
The shop, located at 3548 St. Johns Ave.,
came about because of Fredrickson’s love
of the vinegar and oil products, and began
laying the groundwork last June. The
Mediterranean-themed store also offers
bread, cured meats and aged cheeses,
olives, and pasta and sauces to complement
the primary products.
A Julington Creek resident, Fredrickson
has spent a lot of time in Avondale and
decided it was the place to be. “I didn’t

RESIDENTNEWS.net

Thanks to grateful patients and other
generous corporate and private donors,
Baptist Health will expand its research
and education efforts for stroke and brain
aneurysms.
A total of $6 million has been recently
received by Baptist Health including a $1.1
million gift by an appreciative, anonymous
patient and spouse to establish the Ricardo
Hanel, MD and Eric Sauvageau, MD, Chair
in Neurovascular Surgery at Baptist
Neurological Institute. The donation will
be matched by Baptist Health for a total
endowment of about $2.5 million, which
will provide permanent, ongoing funding
for brain treatment and research.
A Riverside resident, Sauvageau is director
of the Stroke & Cerebrovascular Center
at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville.
Hanel serves as director of the Baptist
Neurological Institute.

Also funded by the $6 million in donations
from corporate and private donors will be
endowments focused on clinical program
development for treating cerebrovascular
conditions in adults and children as well as
expanding community outreach and awareness for stroke and brain aneurysms.
Contributing to the $6 million total was
also a $1.5 million donation from Cheryl and
Tom Rackley of the Beaches, who designated
$1 million to support neurological needs for
Beaches residents and $500,000 to the Baptist
Neurological Institute. Cheryl was treated by
Dr. Hanel for a brain aneurysm in 2015.
“The generosity of these gifts is really
inspiring,” said Hanel. “The donations allow
us to continue doing advanced research and
education while providing the best cerebrovascular care in the region for all ages
and all socio-economic levels, especially to
the under privileged.”

Riverside church gets
new pastor from Texas

Tracy Fredrickson

want to be in a mall,” she said. “I wanted
the foot traffic and I love being part of
a community.”

said her calling came
at an early age.
“I can’t pinpoint
the exact moment
After a 15-month vacancy, Riverside
when I felt called
Avenue Christian Church welcomed its
into ministry, but for
new senior pastor, Rev. Erin Dickey, to the
as long as I can repulpit Nov. 1, 2016.
member, I have been
A native of Lake Charles, Louisiana, Dickey
called,” said Dickey.
served as the Associate Minister at First
“As a child, I would
Christian Church in Gainesville, Texas and
play church with my
Rev. Erin Dickey
as the Director of Recovery Ministries at
stuffed animals by
First Christian Church in Wichita Falls, Texas. placing them in rows and giving them
Dickey is a graduate of Texas Christian communion (slices of bread and cups of
University where she earned a Bachelor of grape juice). I would read my Bible to them
Arts in Religion.
and baptize them by full immersion in the
“As I entered college, I recognized that kitchen sink. While other children played
in addition to theological preparation, I school; I played church.”
needed practical preparation and studied
The new pastor’s duties will include
social work in conjunction with religion,” planning worship, participating in camp
said Dickey, who also holds a Bachelor’s ministries, mission trips, outreach projects,
and a Master’s in Social Work from TCU. and teaching Pastor’s Class (new member/
“I felt as though this combination helped pre-baptism class). Outside of church,
me turn “minister” into a verb rather than Dickey loves spending time with her
just a profession.”
husband, Justin, and their three dogs,
Dickey is also a graduate of Brite Divinity Barney, Sport, and Maggie. She also enjoys
School where she earned a Masters of bike riding, HGTV, baking, going to the
Divinity. She was ordained in May 2015 but beach, and TCU football.

Oils, Balsamics, Wine and More..

Makes a great gift year round!
4154 Herschel Street | 904.680.7344 |

www.solunayogaspa.com

3548 St Johns Ave., Jacksonville FL 32205
(904) 651-6159 | 11 a.m.–7 p.m.
Like us on Facebook
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Five named shareholders at Rogers Towers
Wyman
Duggan

Duggan named to law
firm’s board of directors
Wyman R. Duggan of Ortega has been
elected to the Board of Directors of
Rogers Towers, P.A.
Duggan, a shareholder of the firm, has
been with Rogers Towers since 2004 and
recently served as the Chair of the firm’s
Government & Regulatory Department.
He earned his Juris Doctor from William
and Mary Law School (’94) and Bachelor
of Arts, magna cum laude, from The
University of the South (’91).
Duggan also attended the United
States Marine Corps Officer Candidates
School and was a commissioned officer
in the USMCR. He is rated “A/V
Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbell
and has been listed in the The Best
Lawyers in America since 2012.
Duggan’s community involvement
includes serving as Chair of the City
of Jacksonville’s 2009-2010 Charter
Revision Commission, Vice Chair of
the City of Jacksonville’s 2013-2014
Task Force on Consolidated Government, on the Board of Directors of the
Rotary Club of Jacksonville, Leadership
Jacksonville Class of 2009, and Leadership Florida Class XXXII.

Beginning January 1, five new shareholders were named at Rogers Towers,
P.A. Gabriel Crafton, a member of the
Construction and Bank Litigation Departments, joined the firm in 2008. The San
Marco resident earned his Juris Doctor
from Florida State University College of
Law, summa cum laude.
Samuel L. Horovitz, a member of the
Labor and Employment Department, joined
the firm in 2010, and earned his Juris
Doctor from the Levin College of Law University of Florida, magna cum laude.
He currently resides in the Beauclerc area.
Scott J. Kennelly, of San Marco, joined
the firm in 2009 and is a member of Rogers
Towers’ Litigation Department and of the
firm’s Banking and Financial Services
Practice Group and Alcohol Industry Team.
He earned his Juris Doctor from the Levin
College of Law – University of Florida,
magna cum laude.
E. Carson Lange joined the firm in 2011.
Ms. Lange, of Avondale, is a member of

Samuel L. Horovitz, Gabriel Crafton, Scott A. Padgett, Scott J. Kennelly, E. Carson Lange

Rogers Towers’ Litigation Department
and concentrates her practice in the areas
of commercial litigation, torts, and civil
trial practice. She earned her Juris Doctor
from the Levin College of Law – University
of Florida.

Scott A. Padgett joined the firm in 2008
and his practice is focused on commercial
litigation, with an emphasis on property
and business disputes. The Deerwood
resident earned his Juris Doctor from Florida
State University College of Law.

The Avondale office of Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network Realty recently welcomed Amanda D’Anna and
Elizabeth Loftin to its staff.
Amanda D’Anna
Elizabeth Loftin
D’Anna has previous experience as a
Realtor, and also as a local to Northeast her Graduate, REALTOR Institute licensing
Florida – having lived here for over two as well. A graduate of the University of
decades. D’Anna is not only experienced North Florida, D’Anna taught at J. Allen
with marketing listings, negotiation, and Axson Montessori School for eight years.
sales, she also has a Military Relocation
Loftin moved from Boston to Jacksonville
Professional designation and is completing in 2003. “I love the quality of life in Jacksonville.

You can be outside 365 days a year,” she said.
“Every pocket of the city and surrounding
areas has something to offer, be it the St.
John’s River or the ocean, the Shoppes of
Avondale and 5 Points to Old St. Augustine
and everything in between. The past 14
years of living in Jacksonville has been truly
remarkable, and to have witnessed, and
been a part of the city’s growth, just makes
me excited to see what the future holds.”
Prior to becoming a Realtor, Loftin
taught at Jacksonville Country Day School
and Riverside Presbyterian Day School,
and worked in wealth management in her
first career.

Local realty office
adds two realtors

SUSAN FULLER TUOHY | REALTOR®, GRI

Hand Painted Portraits
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4426 Pirates
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904.707.6548
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Jacksonville, Florida 32205
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$9.9 MILLION CLOSED IN 2016
HOW CAN I HELP YOU IN 2017?
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Lunch
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www.jaxrealestatesuccess.com | Susan.Tuohy@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
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Dance Package!

Sunday – Thursday • 6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday • 6:30 am to 8:30 pm
metrodiner.com

Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome
•

59 Introductory
Dance Package

$

3 Private Lessons, 1 Group Class & 1 Party

Valentine’s Special
Buy one, get one free
Expires 2-28-17

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www.avondaledance.com
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Jami Childers
904-881-0209

portraitartistjamichilders.com

25 OFF

$
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Fishweir teacher’s trash
wins Innovation Prize
Susan Burns, a Fishweir Elementary
School second grade teacher, will receive
a $1,000 Community First Innovation
Prize check Feb. 24 at the annual EDDY
Awards. Burns had previously won a
$500 PowerUp grant from the Jacksonville
Public Education Fund last October.
Both prizes were awarded for her class
project, One Teacher’s Trash, which
turned paper waste into unique holiday
ornaments embedded with flower seeds.
Burns used her project to teach
students about recycling, as well as
financial literacy. Students helped create
budgets and marketing campaigns for
the sale of their handmade ornaments
at Riverside Arts Market.
“My idea was to instill the importance
of recycling, as well as environmental
education and awareness, and to teach
business skills, but also at the end of it
all, we have a benefactor of our grant.,”
said Burns. “All of our proceeds will be
given to Alex’s Lemonade Stand, a cancer
research foundation.”

Susan Burns

RESIDENTNEWS.net

The new president of The Women’s
Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital is
San Marco resident Elizabeth Harrell
Langley, a member of the organization
since 1996. Langley served as the chair of
the Art & Antiques Show in 2007 and the
chair of The Florida Forum in 2012.
The Women’s Board raises more than
$1 million annually through its two primary
fundraisers, and with additional donations
and matching grants now gives the hospital
more than $2 million a year. To date, the
nonprofit has raised more than $28 million
for Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
Langley, who has lived in Jacksonville
for the last 35 years, graduated from The

University of Florida with a degree in
business administration and moved to
Jacksonville where she worked for AmSouth
Bank. She has been a member of the
Junior League since 1986 and served as
president in 2000-2001, is chairman of
the board for The Cathedral School at St.
John’s Cathedral, where she attends church.
Langley is a member of the Leadership
Class of 2000 of Leadership Jacksonville,
and has served on the boards of The
American Cancer Society and The Heart
Association. She was awarded the Pam
Paul Community Service Award and is a
Paul Harris Fellow.
Elizabeth Harrell Langley

Local school, PTA achieve School of Excellence status
West Riverside Elementary School and
West Riverside PTA were recognized by the
National PTA® as a National PTA School of
Excellence for their achievement in building
effective family-school partnerships.
“We are so proud of the partnership that
our school and PTA has formed. It is truly
a partnership in which we all work together
to help make West Riverside such a great
place to be!” said Kerri Halligan, immediate
past president and under whose leadership
the award was received. “I am excited to
work with such a supportive group of
parents who are always striving to do what
is best for our students, teachers, and
community. I have no doubt, that without

this great partnership, a huge piece of West
Riverside’s success would not be possible.”
Founded in 1911, West Riverside Elementary is the oldest continuously operated
elementary school in Florida.
Being recognized as a National PTA
School of Excellence demonstrates West
Riverside Elementary and West Riverside
PTA’s leadership and commitment to
supporting student success and continuous
school improvement.
As a National PTA School of Excellence,
families at West Riverside Elementary families
feel welcomed and empowered to support
student success, and PTA is a key partner
for continuous school improvement.

To celebrate their achievements, National PTA
presented West Riverside Elementary and West
Riverside PTA with a National PTA School of
Excellence banner.

NORTH

Eric W. Shultz, DPM

Trouble?

We provide complete Obstetrical
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Routine Foot care
On Site Orthotics Lab
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Specialties in Podiatry & Podiatric Surgery
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The Women’s Board names
San Marco woman president
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Low & High Risk Obstetrics
Well Woman Exams
Adolescent/Pediatric Gynecology
Menopause/Hormone
Replacement Therapy
Abnormal Pap Smears
Contraception
(including IUD & Nexplanon)
Abnormal Uterine Bleeding/Fibroids
Endometrial Ablation
Pelvic Pain
Sexual Dysfunction
Reproductive Medicine & Infertility
Incontinence & Prolapse
In-Office Surgery
Minimally Invasive Surgery
Robotic Surgery
3D/4D Ultrasound

W. David Boyd, MD
Catherine Mcintyre, MD
lindsay Denicola Foutz, MD
Staci tanouye, MD
rahil Malik, MD
Joette e. anderson, arnp
lisa M. rhoad, arnp
e. reagan thomas, arnp
leslie Mcpartland, arnp

904.208.2550
San MarCO at BaptiSt DOWntOWn
836 Prudential Drive, Suite 1202
ManDarin-SOuth at JulinGtOn Creek
12110 San Jose Boulevard

UF Health North Hospital
Delivering great things for mothers and babies

Opening May 2017
This spring, our state-of-the-art hospital will welcome expectant mothers with 12 beautiful labor
and delivery suites. All rooms are private, and some feature hydrotherapy tubs for moms interested in
water birth. With two dedicated obstetric operating rooms, we’re also prepared for planned
or emergency cesarean sections. Each suite has a bassinet so the little one can stay
close to mom, and plenty of room for family and friends.

15255 Max Leggett Parkway, Jacksonville, FL 32218
North.UFHealthJax.org
UF Health accepts most major commercial insurance plans, including TRICARE.
000179
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Florida Yacht Club welcomes guests from
Florida Council
The oldest yacht club in the state, the Florida Yacht Club, was the site for
the annual three-day meeting of The Florida Council of Yacht Clubs. At the
Jan. 13-15 convention, members organize to tackle many important objectives
on behalf of fellow yachtsmen.
Member clubs send representatives to foster conversation, conquer
challenges facing their clubs and support boating colleagues throughout the
state. Of the 36-member council of clubs, 33 clubs were present, representing
approximately 37,300 members.
In addition to enjoying the hospitality of the Ortega-based yacht club,
guests were given the opportunity to tour Naval Air Station Jacksonville or
visit the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens.
By promoting the sports of yachting, sport fishing and sailing, safety
afloat, reciprocity at qualifying clubs and advocacy for waterways and related
legislation, the group serves interests far beyond private clubs.

Ron and Libby McCall of the Smyrna
Yacht Club in New Smyrna Beach

Bill Wilson with Tyler Anderson

Darlene and Wycke Hampton

Kari Terry with Ashley English, Rhonda Gwin, Cindy Selock and Cindy Farlow

Paul Bleeker and Glen Mayer of the Isles Yacht Club in Punta
Gorda with John Otterson of the Florida Yacht Club, and Jeff
Peltier, also of the Isles Yacht Club.

John and Michelle Watt with Ron and
Kim Hetrick and Nadine Gramling

Emily Robbins with Abby Wilcox,
Annie Tuttle and Tera Lageman

Angelwood celebrates
Silver Anniversary

Jennie and Mike Shad
with FYC Commodore
Matthew Tuohy, Susan Tuohy,
Sandy and Bert Ralston

There were stompin’ boots, big belt buckles and
donors clad in denim, as Jacksonville-based nonprofit
Angelwood had a barn stormin’ good time at a recent
fundraiser. Passionate supporters rallied for the
capital campaign and funds that help Angelwood
serve children and adults with developmental disabilities in our community.

Thanks to the robust support of Ancient City
Brewing Company, Watts Juicery, Tree Steakhouse,
Firehouse Subs, M Shack, Happy Grilled Cheese,
Peterbrooke Chocolatier and many more kind
sponsors – the evening was a big hit. With tunes
from Grandpa’s Cough Medicine being plucked on
stage and barbecue and other eats served alongside
some tasty suds, nobody went home hungry. The
25th anniversary celebration was chaired by Dan
and Robin Wahby.

We’re in your ne
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REGISTER
Bobbie Gittings with Dale and Diane Bailey

Jessica Cummings with Molly Dworkin,
Megan Ortega and Kelley Adamec

Darlene Hinson with Sheila Collier, Lena and David Winslow

Beville and Greg Anderson

David Meyer and
event Chair Amy Meyer

Nisarg and Katie Parikh with Martha Henderson, Will Godfrey, Andy and Tara Fritze

TraumaOne supporters celebrate 10 years of giving

Jill Morrow with Camille Ott

Connie and Bill Hodges

Dinner on the Farm provides
forum for student chefs
A change in date due to the antics of Hurricane
Matthew did not deter North Florida School of Special
Education’s annual Dinner on the Farm from being a
sold-out affair.
Guests enjoyed cocktails and a sumptuous dinner
prepared by transition and post-graduate students
Jan. 29 on the school’s Arlington campus. School Chef

Charles Tofferi and Caitlyn Andrews with David Andrews,
Shannon and Joe Jaquot

Brett Swearingen assisted the students in planning a
menu that took advantage of fresh, seasonal vegetables
and herbs from the school’s Berry Good Farms.
Live music and the sale of original artwork by the
students capped the affair, which raises money to
benefit Berry Good Farms as it strives to become a
self-sustaining micro-enterprise. The school’s horticulture and culinary arts programs provide meaningful
training for North Florida’s students, who may
eventually seek careers in related fields.

Leon Haley M.D., Dean-UF College of
Medicine-Jacksonville with UF Health
Jacksonville CEO, Russ Armistead

It was a celebration of 10 years of giving back to UF’s TraumaOne team as
donors enjoyed dinner, dancing, and the knowledge their support has
provided lifesaving care to more than 4,000 trauma victims annually, during
UF Health’s 10th Annual Night for Heroes gala at the Hyatt Regency
Jacksonville Riverfront Jan. 28.
Over the past decade the gala has raised more than $1 million for the region’s
only Level 1 adult and pediatric trauma center.
During the evening, Brian K. Lynn, an epidural hematoma survivor
thanks to the heroic efforts of TraumaOne, shared his story. The crowd
was also treated to the traditional presentation honoring the 500 UF
Health physicians, nurses, technicians, flight crew, rehabilitation specialists,
fire, rescue and police officers – all heroes – who perform lifesaving critical
care at UF Health daily.
Speaking at the event were UF Health’s Russell E. Armistead, chief executive
officer; Dr. David S. Guzick, senior vice president for Health Affairs; and Dr.
Leon L. Haley, Jr., who was introduced as University of Florida College of
Medicine – Jacksonville’s new dean of medicine.
Chairing the gala were Amy P. Meyer and Jean Tepas, who are members of
the TraumaOne Heroes Council.
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Service.
Experience.
Results.
The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes great pride in being able to give back
to our community. The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom
not only benefits our seriously injured clients, but other deserving members
of our community that the law firm cares so much about.
For more than 40 years The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized in representing individuals and families who
have suffered a serious injury or wrongful death because of the fault of others.
We take pride in our personal attentive service to clients. Our firm has twelve AV rated “preeminent” attorneys and
we have received a perfect 5.0 rating in client satisfaction on Martindale-Hubbell's list of Top ranked Law Firms.

BEST

Martindale-Hubbell's list of
Top ranked Law Firms
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Friends gather to support
Westside ‘Community of Friends’
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

was bacon-wrapped tater tots and bacon-wrapped Li’l Smokies.
The judges also tasted sides, such as cole
The first annual Chops for Charity barbecue slaw and baked beans, crab mac ‘n cheese,
competition, organized by Chris Thomas as well as a barbecue “sundae” made with
of Paul Davis Restoration, drew more than baked beans, mashed potatoes, pulled pork
100 supporters of Ben’s Place, a Community and a cherry tomato on top.
of Friends, on Jan. 21 to taste ribs and chops
Fifteen years ago, what began as a Friday
and enjoy a pulled pork lunch, donated by evening social club for adults with develMission BBQ.
opmental disabilities, now serves about 50
Six barbecue teams (including five pro- adults with special needs 12 hours per day
fessional competition teams and one amateur during the week and three hours on Saturday
competition team) cooked up ribs and pork and Sunday. Ben’s Place, located at 1956
for tasting by visitors, who voted for People’s Blanding Blvd., provides activities such as
Choice award by donating money to the arts and crafts, games, dances, physical
teams they liked best. Over all, it was esti- fitness, music, movies, and a kitchen for
mated the event raised about $2,000.
cooking instruction.
Six judges, including Captain Jim Kountz
More importantly, the organization offers
of Station 44, Norm Abraham, Kerry a unique opportunity for adults with develSpeckman, Nathan Alberts, William Barker, opmental or acquired disabilities to have
and Arielle Coutu, determined the winners friends, as well as interact and learn life
of the competition. In the ribs category, skills with their peers in a social environment.
Sabrina and David Young of Just Pig Out Board member Jay Abraham took an active
were the winners, while Gary Lee Park, interest out of simple curiosity.
Jr. of G’s Slow-Smoke BBQ won for pork
“I got involved after driving by Ben’s Place
chops. The People’s Choice award went on Blanding Boulevard near San Juan and
to Charlie Owens and Haley Smith of noticed a long line of people walking toward
Smokin’ Your Butt, whose winning entrée the back of the building. It intrigued me so

Chops for Charity event organizer Chris Thomas, Board Members Sharon Hedley and Jay Abraham, event sponsor
Tammi Pasquale of Mission BBQ, Volunteer Naomi Woolridge, Ben’s Place Executive Director Annie Yarbrough

I looked them up online at www.bensplacecof.
org to learn what Ben’s Place was about,”
said Abraham, a Lakeside resident. “Soon
thereafter I won a work-sponsored contest,
which provided a nice donation to the
charity of my choice. I chose Ben’s Place
and matched the donation.”
Ben’s Place later asked Abraham to serve
on its board of directors with a focus on
fundraising. He is helping create a corporate
sponsorship program to get one local
company per month to cover the nonprofit’s
$1,400 rent. Domtar, the company where
Abraham works, and J.B. Coxwell Contracting,
Inc., have signed on as corporate sponsors.
The Ida Mae Stevens Foundation currently

pays the electric bill, and Seabest, a seafood
company, also helps out by donating food
for events.
Abraham’s father, Norm, owner of the
former Riverside/Brooklyn restaurant Two
Doors Down, attended the event also in a
show of support.
“It’s a special ministry, a hidden gem that
most people on the Westside don’t know
about. If they do, they probably don’t know
it’s mainly run by volunteers and a limited
staff,” said Norm Abraham. “They do so
much for the individuals they serve with
very limited financial resources. Any individuals who can help them financially it
sure would be appreciated.”

For the other great love of your life...
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“She is a one-of-a-kind musical super-talent … As a singer she is an irreplaceable resource.”
— N.Y. Times
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JACOBY SYMPHONY HALL

with performances by the

A very special concert featuring
Tony, Grammy and Emmy Award-winning
singer and actress
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with the support of the
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Memorial Park preservationists celebrate 30 years of restoration and repair
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
More than six decades after Memorial
Park was dedicated to the memory of 1,220
Floridians who died in service during World
War I, a group of park enthusiasts and local
philanthropists decided to tackle the decline
and disrepair into which the historic park
had fallen.
In 1986, the Memorial Park Association
was formed to protect and preserve the
national treasure, designed by the Olmsted
Brothers, sons of the landscape architect,
Frederick Law Olmsted, who had designed
New York’s Central Park.
Thirty years later, the nonprofit celebrated
its achievements at a reception Jan. 11 at
Haskell Company, where Olmsted authority
Laurence Cotton spoke to a gathering of
more than 80 guests.
Through 2012, the Association’s numerous
projects and initiatives included the installation of ornamental metal fencing around
the perimeter and upgrades to the irrigation
and lighting systems, the planting of oaks
and other native vegetation, the renovation
of the entrance piers, plaza, balustrades,
and fountain basin, the dedication of marble
benches to honor various important friends
of Memorial Park. In the most recent four
years, MPA has overseen several major
efforts to restore and rehabilitate Memorial
Park to its original grandeur, most notably,
including restoration of the fountain and
statue, and of the central lawn, including
drainage, irrigation and sod.
New officers and board members were
welcomed at the reception. After serving
two one-year terms as president, Agnes
Danciger moves to the Board of Directors

Percy Rosenbloom, new Memorial Park Association
president with past-president Agnes Danciger

and turned the gavel over to Percy Rosenbloom
III, who will serve as president. Timothy
Burleigh was elected executive vice president,
Barbara H. Arnold is secretary, while Matthew
Cochran will again serve as treasurer, and
vice presidents at large will be Michele
Luthin and Karen McCombs.
Luthin will also serve as chair of the
Communications & Marketing Committee
and will oversee media and public relations.
Danciger will also serve as the Board Affairs
Committee chair.
Joining the board this year for the first
time are Gerri Boyce, Laurie Jarvis, Alexandria
Klempf, Michele Luthin and Dylan Phillips,
while outgoing board members include F.
Terry Hallihan, Holly Keris, Joann F. Meyer
and Robin Patton.

Susan Callender, newly-elected MPA Executive Vice President Tim Burleigh and Susan Burleigh

Betty Rosenbloom, Karen McCombs,
MPA vice president at-large, with guest
speaker Laurence Cotton

Barbara “Bobby” Arnold, MPA secretary, and
Elizabeth “Bitty” McRae, board member
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Now in Jacksonville
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The UPS Store in the Publix Shopping Center • Suite 302
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Policy Center leader honored for decades of work
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, president and chief
executive officer of the Delores Barr Weaver
Policy Center, was honored on Jan. 10
when a room at the Center was dedicated
in her name.
When a naming opportunity arose at the
nonprofit located in the Jessie Ball duPont
Center, Florida Blue CEO Pat Geraghty and
his wife, Inger, jumped at it, said Tayloe
McDonald, the Policy Center’s director of
strategic planning and public affairs.
“Pat and Inger have done a tremendous
amount for the community, and for the
Policy Center in particular. Corporately,
Florida Blue has been our lead sponsor for
our 2016 See The Girl luncheon and Inger
was the chair. They did a phenomenal job
but wanted to do more,” said McDonald.
At the ribbon-cutting and reception, Inger
Geraghty spoke about the couple’s decision
to name the family room after Dr. Ravoira.
“As we were trying to think of a name
that would represent See The Girl, the

Paula Liang, Tayloe McDonald, Macy Degnan

person that kept coming into our minds
was Lawanda,” said Geraghty. “It was her
vision to create the program. And I don’t
think anyone represents their mission
better than Lawanda. She is out in the
community, she is with the girls, she is
fighting in Tallahassee, she is doing everything to bring this forward.”
Dr. Ravoira helped launch a focused
reform initiative nearly 20 years ago, which
resulted in Florida legislation requiring
gender-specific services in the juvenile
justice system.
The space allows families who are receiving therapies and other services to
come and feel comfortable and nurtured.
The room’s placard honoring Dr. Lawanda
Ravoira includes a quote by Maya Angelou:
“We delight in the beauty of the butterfly
but rarely admit the changes it has gone
through to achieve that beauty.”
“We feel the quote really honors the
spirit of the work we do at the Policy
Center and the work that Lawanda has
done over decades, not just for Florida,
but for the nation and internationally,”
said McDonald.
“There has never been a time that we
have asked that you haven’t stepped up or,
if you did say ‘No’ you made us better,
forcing us to step back and think about
what we were asking and what we really
needed,” said Dr. Ravoira to the Geraghtys
in her remarks. “Our work also wouldn’t
happen without the community. All of
you who are here are part of this journey
and care deeply about our girls. This
community has come together and embraced
our girls in several ways and as a result
we see girls’ lives changing every day.”

Florida Blue CEO Pat Geraghty, Dr. Lawanda Ravoira, president and CEO of the Delores Barr Weaver Policy
Center, and Inger Geraghty, Policy Center board member

Peter O’Brien, Justice for Girls: Leadership Council,
and Jill Dame, executive director for Leadership
Jacksonville

Florida Blue’s Shawn Trotter-Mitchell and Amy Ruth

1372 Avondale Avenue

$515,000

$240,000

$189,900

3591 Pine Street

4300 Lakeside Drive #1

3885 Valencia Road

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
$299,000

$324,900

$89,000

4324 St. Johns Avenue

4330 St. Johns Avenue

4358 Timuquana Road #210

$700,000

904.527.2525 • www.janieboyd.com

Moody Baker, Linda Strickland, Trey Martin, Betty
Thomas, Janie Boyd, Cheryl Laucks, Charlie Boyd, Jamie
Spicer, Randy Baker, Tammy Druash, Carolyn Tatum

Buy With Confidence. List with Success.

Youth Baseball
& Softball
Board Members

Join us for
Opening Day 2017!

Games beginning at 10am for all skill levels
Local vendors including food and fun for all ages!
onvil
Jacks
2017

ida
le, Flor

back: Alan Svejkovsky, Joshua Cook
;
front: Allison Mathews, Jennifer Cook
, Daren Byers

Located at 4150 Kingsbury Street

Come Support
Your MHAA!
To learn more:

www.murrayhillathletics.org
or email at mhaajax@gmail.com

Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate
Office in the Neighborhood
www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com

(904) 388-5005

Special thanks and
recognition to these

30 NatioNal
award wiNNers

The TOP Real Estate Office
in the neighborhood is also...
The #1 Office in Sales

The #1 Office in Listings

chairman’s circle diamond
Anita Vining

chairman’s circle gold

The #1 Office in Transactions

Liz Bobeck
Allison Steilberg

Elizabeth O’Steen
Lynne Ferguson

The #1 Office in Productions
For the enTire
Company!

president’s circle
Dylan Rigdon
Jane Slater
Beverley Brooke
Susan Tuohy
Josh Nugent
CeCe Cummings
Lisa Nguyen

leading edge society

4258 ORTEGA FOREST DR. - $1.125MM

5/5/1-4,470 sqft. Spacious brick waterfront home
overlooking pool, brick patio, dock, boathouse and
Ortega River. There are shining hardwood floors and
panoramic river views from most rooms. A bright Ted
Pappas-designed custom kitchen!

3239 RIVERSIDE AVE - $700,000

3/2/1-3,331 sqft. Live in a piece of Jacksonville history located in one of the Great Neighborhoods of
Jacksonville, Historic Avondale... This Marsh & Saxelbye designed home features spacious rooms, welcoming fireplaces, and burnished hardwood floors.

2970 ST JOHNS AVE 3C - $275,000

3/2-1,822 sqft. Amazing Avondale Riverfront value! Lowest
priced 3 bedroom condo in elevator building in all of Riverside/
Avondale/Ortega area. Great floorplan with large rooms that
can accommodate big pieces of furniture. 3rd bedroom is very
versatile with bi-fold doors that open to St. Johns river views.

Shannon McKinnon Sarah Luethhold &
& Nelson Higgins
Linda Maxwell
Natalie Reese
Taft Alexander
Wendy Register-Aldridge

honor society

4258 MELROSE AVE - $275,000

4/2-2,063 sqft. Built in 1926, this home has only
had two owners in 91 years! From the minute you
enter you will recognize how beautifully maintained
and loved this home has had over the years. Large
screen porch!

1516 MALLORY ST - $410,000

3/2-1,908 sqft. Just one house from Willow Branch
Rose Garden Park you’ll find the most charming
and classic fully updated Avondale home. It’s what
everyone is looking for! PLUMBING AND ELECTRIC
updated in 2000 and new kitchen.

4426 PIRATES COVE - $595,000

4/3/1-3,269 sqft. Classic, elegant Ortega home!
Lovingly maintained, great curb appeal, beautiful
hardwood floors, spacious rooms. This house lives
large and has ‘good bones’. Beautifully appointed
interior!

Joy Walker
Melissa Keyes
Marcia Simmons & Heather Buckman
Melissa Lewis
Leslie Fraleigh
Camilo Ramirez
Dee Burnett
Julio Cesar Mendez
Terri Rigdon
Elizabeth Meux

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Proven Success With the #1 Real Estate
Office in the Neighborhood
www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com

(904) 388-5005

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®
(904) 994-1840

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®
(904) 710-1550

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®
(904) 210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
(904) 910-2782

Heather Buckman
REALTOR®
(904) 233-6755

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®
(904) 923-4073

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
(904) 434-9777

Nicole Dana
REALTOR®
904-599-3429

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4503

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®
(904) 728-8992

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®
(904) 514-0577

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®
(904) 655-8232

LISTED AND SoLD By uS
1437 BELVEDERE AVE
Laura Wesson
REALTOR®
305-331-6518

3/2-1,555 sqft. SOLD by Allison Steilberg, Sarah
Leuthold, and Linda Maxwell! Adorable Brick
Bungalow in Wonderful Avondale! This home has all
the charm and character you would expect in this
great neighborhood.

LISTED AND SoLD By uS
3451 RANDALL ST - $309,000

3/2-1,932 sqft. NEW PRICE! Major reduction
on this lovely single story home in a great part
of Avondale! Tall ceilings, gleaming hardwood
floors, recently renovated kitchen with granite
transformations countertops.

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
(904) 699-4417

LISTED AND SoLD By uS
Anita Vining
REALTOR®
(904) 923-1511

3963 MCGIRTS BLVD

3/2-1,728 sqft. SOLD by Anita Vining and Beverly
Brooke! Indescribably charming & picture perfect
home that is magazine quality. Original & beautiful
hardwood floors flow throughout. Foyer leads to
spacious living areas.

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
(904) 707-6548

1239 BELVEDERE AVE - $330,000

3/2-1,880 sqft. Bungalow Beautiful on Belvedere!
Located on one of Avondale’s top streets, this
oversized one story brick home is waiting for her
new owner. Large covered front porch welcomes you
and your guests.

BIG THANKS to ALL
of our customers who helped
make us the #1 Real Estate office
in the Neighborhood!
We wish everyone a happy
and prosperous 2017!
• #1 in total closed sales with over
180 million in 2016 (over double our
nearest competitor)

2358 RIVERSIDE AVE 1204

4/4/1-3,725 sqft. SOLD by Allison Steilberg, Marcia
Simmons, and Melissa Lewis! One of a Kind Two
Story Penthouse Condo in Riverside! This one of a
kind two story condo is nearly 4,000 SF and has
stunning views of the St. Johns river.

Alexa Givens
REALTOR®
(904) 838-3920

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®
(904) 705-6464

SoLD
4428 LEXINGToN AVE

2/2-1,198 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Absolutely
the best buy in the area. This cozy bungalow
exudes old fashioned charm with all the comforts
of a new home! A gourmet kitchen with stainless
steel appliances.

Claire Franson
REALTOR®
(904) 923-5331

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514
(904) 686-4312

• #1 in closed units with over 650 properties
sold in 2016
• #1 in listings in Riverside/Avondale/Ortega
(over double our nearest competitor)

Leighton Tesche
REALTOR®
904-608-5481

• #1 with the highest average sales price

SoLD
2973 DoWNING ST

3/1-1,274 sqft. SOLD by Sarah Leuthold and
Linda Maxwell! This Avondale house has lots
of potential. Large backyard that is fenced
except across the driveway. Walking distance to
King Street.
Kathy Suber
REALTOR®
(904) 509-0587

SoLD
1334 CHALLEN AVE

4/4/1-3,506 sqft. SOLD by Jane Slater! Set on a
double lot, this sprawling one story situated in the
historic town of Avondale is a rare and unique home.
With four bedrooms and five bathrooms, this home
provides ample space.
Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425
(904) 616-6523

If you are looking to SELL or BUY
in 2017 you deserve to work with
THE BEST, call us today!

Jane Slater
REALTOR®
(904) 333-3883

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342
(904) 708-2423

ATTENTION EXPERIENCED AGENTS

4618 APACHE AVE - $595,000
Heather Riley
REALTOR®
(904) 993-4483

• #1 in Condo Sales in Riverside/Avondale/
Ortega/Downtown/San Marco/San Jose
(over 8× more than our nearest competitor)

Genni Jet
REALTOR®
(904) 802-0820

4/4/1-4,121 sqft. Wonderful 4 bedroom home in
a traditional neighborhood with wide streets and
manicured lawns. This lovely whitewashed brick
home features lovely hardwood floors, lots of natural
light and a nice floorplan.

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®
(904) 540-7672

Natalie Reese
REALTOR®
(904) 535-7386

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®
(954) 805-0428

Are you considering a career change in 2017? Call any
agent in our office to find out what it’s like to work
with THE BEST! We will be glad to tell you why we
are at BHHS Florida Network Realty, and set up an
appointment with our NONCOMPETE BROKER.

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898
(904) 252-5181

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®
(904) 465-1706

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®
(904) 962-5176

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
(904) 755-1911

5050 yACHT CLuB RD – 1.550MM

4/5/1-4,712 sqft. This home has a fabulous floor
plan and most rooms have water views. The property
has 148’ of waterfront privacy on Pirate’s Cove with
lush landscaping. Many rooms have 10’ ceilings and
others have 9’ ceilings.

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®
(904) 304-5458

Kyle Meenan
REALTOR®
(904) 463-1463

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

© 2017

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253
(904) 233-5533
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Barking besties and purrfect playmates

Why we love our family pets
By Krysten L. Bennett, Resident Community News

When 85 percent of all dog owners consider their pet to be a member of the
family, according to a study by Pew Research Center, it’s no wonder Jacksonville
has seen a proliferation of pet boutiques in the past decade. Even more revealing,
Jacksonville ranked 18th out of 100 cities for the amount of money its residents
spent on their pets, according to a 2016 WalletHub study. Although dog owners
outnumber cat lovers by nearly two to one, we are just as fond of our feline friends
as we are of our canine companions.
To find out just how much love is out there, The Resident took a quick
look at the reasons why pooches and pusses are so important to their masters.

Jenny Kalota, Murray

Hill Resident, Pictured with her
foster kitten turned pet, Regular
Sized Rudy
“Cats are such weird, wonderful, lovable
creatures. They’re always entertaining
and never fail to cheer me up if I’m having
a bad day. I feel special knowing that my
four independent cats choose to love
me back. And they’re so fluffy and
adorable, you can’t help but love them!”

Omar Shabazz,
Riverside, with his Jackzu
(Jack Russell/Shitzu) Fred
“I’m not a very sentimental person, but
I really couldn’t imagine my life without
Fred. He’s my someone else to think
about and to worry about besides
myself. I have a hard time even expressing the love I have for this dog.
It’s just unconditional.”

Jamee Yocum, Bark on Park, with
her Teacup Yorkies, McKenzie and Rhys

“I fall in love with every dog I see and spoil every dog I meet. I don’t have a favorite
breed. I love them all! My love for dogs goes so far that it led to my wanting to open
a dog facility, which is what people know of as BARK today!”
Continued on page 35

MADE WITH L VE
Join us this Valentine’s Day for a special
menu from Chef Sam Efron.

SAN MARCO SQUARE

904.398.3005

TAVERNASANMARCO.COM

100 OFF

FREE

$

“NEW” TERmIdoR TERmITE

TERmITE & BEd Bug
EVALuATIoN & INSPECTIoN

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

®

Elimination & Protection
100% GUARANTEED

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

For your Home & Office

50 OFF

FREE

$

LAWN
SERVICE

“NEW” ANNuAL SERVICE (APC)

(904) 389-3323 (dEAd)

Pest Elimination & Protection
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

25 OFF

$

RodENT PRoTECTIoN & PRoofINg
Protect your home & family
Rodents can carry over 35 diseases

It’s that time of year . . . Termite Swarm Season is HERE!!!

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

$

50 OFF
BEd Bug
SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.
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Katherine
Schnauss Naugle,
The Law Office of Katherine
Schnauss Naugle, with her Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel, Lizzie
“I practice in the areas of elder law, estate
planning, guardianship and probate.
Typically, if people are coming to see
me it’s a stressful time for them. Lizzie,
our two-year-old Cavalier, comes to
work with me most days and is always
happy to make my clients feel better!”

Matt Pittman,
Riverside, with his

Great Dane, Zeus

“Before getting Zeus I had no idea how
much a dog would mean to me. Having
him by my side over the past seven years
has meant the world. Dogs are the best
companions. When in doubt, no matter
how crazy my life is, Zeus is always there.”

Lyubov (Luba) Petek,
Luba’s Pet Studio, with her Giant
Chihuahua, Pinky
“There is always a place in my heart for
animals, it doesn’t matter if they’re birds
or cats or dogs, though I’m first a dog
person. Dogs are always happy, sometimes
more than people, and I enjoy getting
to work with them every day.”

Jonathan Addington, Murray Hill, with his Australian
Cattle Dog/Hound mix Cinder, (a Katrina survivor), and his Boston
Terrier/Chihuahua mix, Little Baby Alec Baldwin
“Dogs are the happiest things. They definitely brighten up your day. Whenever you
come home, even if you’re gone for just five minutes, they’re so happy to see you.
They’re family. They’re just good.”
Continued on page 36
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We love
them, just
like you
love em’
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That’s why we
help dozens of dog
owners exercise
their best friends
every day, call us
to help your dog –
be a dog!

Call Lisa today to learn more about our services
904.472.4437

Presented by

The RoTaRy Club
of RiveRside
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s @ www.riversidecraftbeerfestival.com
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Lauren Finchem,
Riverside, with her Samoyed, Anya
“Anya and I have walked over 6,000 miles
together and through that she’s helped
me through a lot of highs and lows. On
a larger philosophical level, I think we’re
all responsible for dogs as a species
because we’ve so integrated them into
our lives and, in turn, they’ve helped us
progress as humans.”

Christie Dickens
and Jen Morgan,
Avondale, with their Pugs,
Honey and Chloe
“They’re our companions, and they’re
good roommates. We don’t have children,
so Honey and Chloe are like our kids in
a lot of ways. Having dogs teaches patience, and it gives you a sense of the
caregiving aspect of creatures. We learn
a lot from them.”

Kennedy Sumner,
Riverside, with her cats,
Felix and Stassi
“I love cats because they’re independent
and leave you alone, but they’ll also love
you when you need them. I love that
they’re super cuddly and adorable and
also very playful, and they like to sunbathe
just like me!”

Crystal Floyd, Avondale, with her Welsh
Corgi, Pizza and her Morkie/Terrier mix, Shamu
“I love dogs because they are nonjudgmental and are always happy to see you. I think
life would be less joyful and very empty without their companionship.”
Job #: 33133-75
Size: 4.917" x 7.9"
Branch: 203 Jacksonville

Brian Miller,
Bold City Brewery,
with his Boxer, Barley

Color(s): 4C
Bleed?: N
Pub: Resident Community News

“Our first Boxer, Duke, was strong, smart,
loving, full of energy and like all Boxers,
STUBBORN! Though we lost Duke, our
love for Boxers continues and 6-year-old
Barley is as stubborn as the day we got
him. In my experience, the right dog
really is a man’s best friend.”

We saved our best sale
of the year for last.

Continued on page 37

• Monday & Tuesday Trivia Night 7pm

$3 OFF PURCHASE
Purchase of two dinner entrees

• Happy Hour 2–7pm Daily
Buy a qualifying Air
Conditioner and we’ll give
you a High-Efficiency
Furnace or Air Handler for

$999! *

Who says good things come to those who wait?
Get the best discounts now on the latest highefficiency home comfort systems that will make
this year the most comfortable yet. And with our

• That’s up to $2,000 in savings!!
OR 60 Months - Interest Free!*
• PLUS a FREE Lennox® iComfort®
S30 Thermostat with a qualifying
upgrade!
• Energy savings up to 50%**

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
Expires 2/28/17

Gift Cards Available!

$9.99 CHEESE PIZZA
16" Dine-in or Take-out

LUNCH SPECIALS

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
Expires 2/28/17

• 2 Slices of Cheese Pizza & Beverage $4.99
• Slice of Cheese Pizza, Ale House Salad
& Beverage $5.99
• Ale Original Wrap & Beverage $8.99

3951 St. Johns Ave. • (904) 503-8000
(We Deliver to a 5 Mile Radius)

$5 OFF
Any Purchase of $60 or More

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
Expires 2/28/17

HOURS:

Mon.–Sat. 10am–10pm & Sun. 11–9

Catering Available

alepiehouse.com

written 100% Satisfaction Guarantee, you can
enjoy that amazing new system for years to come.

Take advantage of our slow season
and save thousands today!

PROUDLY SERVING
JACKSONVILLE SINCE 1965

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 10, 2017

FREE

A Service Call with Repair
• Emergency Service, 24/7
• Written 100%
Satisfaction Guarantee

OFFER EXPIRES
MARCH 10, 2017

SAVE $30

Ready Your System for Winter with a Tune-Up

• Regularly $99, now only $69!
• Save up to 30% on energy bills!**

904.701.0859
AirEngineers.com

OFFER EXPIRES
MARCH 10, 2017

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS, 24/7
© 2017 Service E xper ts LLC. Service E xper ts and the Service E xper ts Heating & Air Conditioning logo and design are registered or common law trademarks
of Service Experts LLC. Offers not valid on prior purchases and cannot be combined with any other offers. Some restrictions apply. *Financing and discounted Air
Handler/ Furnace of fers valid on qualif ying Lennox ® equipment purchased bet ween Januar y 9 and March 10, 2017. Financing with approved credit; visit
ServiceExperts.com for details. **Potential savings may vary depending on age and condition of equipment, personal lifestyle, system settings, equipment maintenance, and
installation of equipment and duct system.
License #: CAC1817129 Promo Code: 33133-75

Locally Grown and Operated
from the River to the Sea
• Grace Driscoll • 904-772-5770 •
• David Hoppock • 904-302-9394 •
• Laney Lea Smith • 904-674-1888 •
lic. real estate broker
laney@cowfordrealty.com
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Michelle Marks,
Riverside, with her

cats, Moose and Neely

“I love cats because every day is something
different. They make life exciting. You
never know what to expect. They drive
you insane, but you can’t imagine them
not being around. It’s like having kids
but way less annoying!”

Pricilla Hoyt and
Parker Floyd,
Murray Hill, with their six cats,
Braille, Crumb, Newt, Norco,
Parker (not to be confused
with Baby Parker) and Peef
“I love cats mostly because they’re just
really cute, but I also love that they’re
self-sufficient, for the most part. You can
give cats love, but usually they’ll come
to you when they want it.”

Michelle and Jon
Dailey, Lakeshore, with their

cats, Nico and Debbie Harry

“I love cats because they’re super independent, which makes having them super
easy and not a lot of work. Having cats
means there’s always someone to come
home to and that every time you sit down
they’ll crawl into your lap and let you
pet and snuggle them. They just love
you no matter what.”

Robin Williams, Crave Boutique,
with her American Bulldog Boxer, Henry

Lee and Tonda Hoyt,
Ortega, with Paul, their

“Affectionate, loyal, happy, protective, faithful and honest are just a few things that make
Henry so loveable. A rescue, Henry has filled my heart, home and business with unconditional love and joy! Best of all, Henry doesn’t talk back or complain and always
welcomes me with excitement and kisses!”

service dog in training

“Having been volunteer puppy raisers
with Canine Companions for Independence
for 12 years, we’ve seen how a dog’s
intelligence, pack mentality and desire
to please can be channeled to train them
to serve those in need. They’re loving
and natural caretakers.”

Residential & Commercial

904.389.9229

• Expert Repairs & Repiping
• Backflows Installed
• Water Heater Service and

FREE ESTIMATES!

Installation
• TV/Video Sewer Line
Inspections
• Under Slab Leaks

• Sewer and Drain Service
• Bath and Kitchen Remodeling
• Shower Pan and Tile Work
State Cert. #CFC056489

416 Ryan Ave. | Jacksonville | touchtonplumbing.com

For the Valentine
in your life
February special
Ask about our
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
Come stop by and take a tour of our brand new studio!
available
for picktoup
and
drop
off
We are excited to bring top
notch service
you
and
your
yourand
companion.
furry friend! Love to bothof
dogs
cats!

Community Dog Shuttle

• Pet Grooming
• Sauna drying facility
with calming oils,
specifically catered
to elder dogs
• Pet Spa
• Daycare

• Pet Hotels for
boarding
• Boutique and
specialty foods
• Cat Hotel with
cat playing area
separate from dogs

COME SEE WHY WE ARE DIFFERENT!

SAVING
WATER CAN
$AVE YOU
MONEY
PLUMBING INC.

At Terry Vereen
Plumbing, We Can
Handle Plumbing
Emergencies
Such As:

Broken Pipes
Damaged Faucets
• Repair leaks ASAP so money doesn’t go down
the drain
Leaks
(literally).
Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks
Broken or Overflowing
Toilets
• Replace toilets and faucets with water conserving
fixtures.

Our other services include:
• Maintain water heater to ensure peak performance.
Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping
• At Terry Vereen Plumbing, we have plumbers
available 24
Emergency Plumbing Services
hours a day for life’s unexpected emergencies.The next
Water Heater Service & Installation
time our plumber visits your home for a plumbing
repair, he
Sewer & Drain Service
will be glad to assist you in locating your shut
off
valves
or
Drain Cleaning/Stoppages
cleanouts if you are unable to find them. Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

OFF your
Get $25 OFF
your service
call any
any weekday
weekdayininFebruary.
October.
call
Offer expires 10/31/16.
2/28/17.

Residential or Commercial • Personalized Service

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204
TerryVereenPlumbing.com

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

2782 Park St. • 904.551.4140

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

2690 Roselle Street • Jacksonville, FL • TerryVereenPlumbing.com

[Fall in lOVe]
all new 2017

S90 T5 momenTum

lease special

$499

10863 philips highway | 904-396-5486

OSteenVOlVO.cOm

Family owned & operated For 4 generations | Free Valet pick-up For serVice repairs
MSRP $51,005, 39 months, 10K miles, $3,000 due at signing. No security deposit with approved credit plus tax, tag and $598.50 dealer fee. See Dealer for details. Expires 2/28/17.
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Haskell hosts AIA meeting, speaks on abstract art
Preston Haskell, founder of Haskell
Company, shared some thoughts about
his collection of Abstract Expressionist
Art at the monthly meeting of AIA
Jacksonville. The local chapter of the
American Institute of Architects met Jan.
19 to enjoy extensive hors d’oeuvres at the
Haskell Building in Riverside.
At the meeting AIA Jacksonville President
Christopher Allen shared ideas for addressing
the city’s next big architectural challenges
and, in support of redevelopment, announced
a new River of Lights initiative the chapter
plans to present to City Council and the
Downtown Investment Authority.
“2017 will see the continued redevelopment of Downtown, and that will open
new opportunities for thoughtful design,”
said Allen.
The chapter is recommending the addition
of more activity nodes, such as Friendship
Fountain, The Landing and the Southbank’s
Lone Sailor statue.

Joining experienced architects, interior
designers, and artists were students from the
Robert E. Lee High School ACE (Architecture,
Construction and Engineering) program. AIA
members toured Haskell’s extensive collection
of 20th century abstract expressionist art at
the chapter’s January meeting.
“Art is a stimulus, especially for people
working in a creative field,” Haskell said. “It
gets people thinking outside the box. That’s
certainly what architects need to do.”

Kathryn Garrison, Beth Harrell

Arielle O’Neal with Lee High School students Ben Martinez and Rebecca O’Neal,
who are part of the ACE (Architecture, Construction and Engineering) program

Preston Haskell, founder of Haskell Co. and AIA
Jacksonville Chapter President Christopher Allen

Marjorie Weibe-Reed, AIA Jacksonville chapter director, Michael Compton,
treasurer, Jennifer Suharmadji, president-elect

90 4. 90 3 .9 5 69

PUREAIRHOMES@GMAIL.COM
TURNERSUNDERSEAL.COM

HEALTHY DRY CRAWLSPACES
As it all comes together,
let us help you make the best
first impressions, from the
Save the Date to
the Invitation.

fivepointstavern.com | (904) 549-5063
1521 margaret st., jacksonville

25th Annual
Catholic Charities

Impressions

Benefiting Families in Crisis

February 25, 2017

Personalized Stationery & Calligraphy
Weddings & Showers • Party Invitations
Baby & Kids • Bar & Bat Mitzvah

Since 1986, making unforgettable special occasions & unique moments last forever.
th

REDEFINING THE MODERN AMERICAN TAVERN

Call us & experience the difference of shopping locally!
904-396-6195 | 1957 San Marco Blvd.
www.impressions-sanmarco.com

jessie ball dupont center

Cocktails: 6:00 p.m.
Dinner and Dancing: 7:00 p.m.
featuring live entertainment by KTG
Black Tie Optional | Valet Parking Will Be Available
For Sponsorships and tickets,
visit www.ccbjaxevents.org

Jewelry repair
Custom Jewelry
Pearl restringing
aPPraisals

Bryan Arnold
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Staying the course
Former Sanctuary on
8th Street student has
bright future ahead

Sanctuary on 8th Street’s Executive Director
Rick Cartlidge heard about Boys Town when
he was coaching basketball at the Police
Athletic League.
Bell came to Cartlidge’s mind when he
heard a Boys Town representative address
By Carrie Resch
coaches at PAL. Because the young man
Resident Community News
came from an impoverished family, Cartlidge
felt Bell might benefit from being able to
Once a struggling student, a Jacksonville focus solely on himself and his studies at
Sanctuary on 8th Street Executive Director Rick
youth, who was helped by a local program Boys Town.
Cartlidge with former Sanctuary student Ky-mani
for at-risk kids, is now on the path to success.
“I played for Mr. Rick’s basketball team, Bell during a recent trip home to visit his family
Seventeen-year-old Ky-mani Bell was just and he heard about [Boys Town] at a bas- for Christmas. The Sanctuary facilitated Bell’s
seven years old when he began attending ketball meeting,” Bell said. “He told me admission to Boys Town and sponsors his flights
the after-school program at Springfield’s about it and I said I wanted to go.”
home for a week each summer and Christmas to
Sanctuary on 8th Street. Later, he was enrolled
That was in 2012 when Bell was just en- visit his family in Jacksonville.
in the Sanctuary’s homeschool program.
tering freshman year in high school.
“I pretty much grew up around Sanctuary,”
“All kids are special, but Ky-mani just has and made it to the 2016 state championships
Bell said. “They helped me a lot.”
something about him,” Cartlidge said. “I for long jump.
That help included facilitating Bell’s felt that he would be willing to take this
He also maintains a 3.5 GPA.
admission to Boys Town, an organization kind of leap.”
In 2016, Bell was elected vice mayor of
in Omaha, Nebraska, where students live
Not only has Bell met every expectation The Village of Boys Town. The self-governing
on site and attend school. The mission of put forth to him by Boys Town, he’s thrived. town has its own police and fire departments,
Boys Town is to provide guidance to
Keeping up with his love for sports, Bell schools, churches, post office and ball fields.
students with behavioral, emotional or plays on the Boys Town High School football
He’s also become a leader at the school.
academic issues.
and basketball teams. He excels in track He’s been an assistant family teacher for the

|
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past two years in the home he shares with
eight other students and a set of house
parents. When new students come to the
house, they look to Bell to lead.
“At Boys Town, it’s like the family environment where we live in different homes
with a couple,” Bell said.
The married couple, Aaron and Kendal
Robertson, who live with the boys, serve
as Boys Town Family-Teachers. They
update Cartlidge about once a month on
Bell’s progress.
“[I] always have great things to hear from
Mr. and Mrs. Robertson,” Cartlidge said.
Each summer, Bell has held a summer
job at the Village of Boys Town. He’s worked
on the farm and the fire station. And every
summer and Christmas, the Sanctuary
pays to fly Bell home to visit his family in
Jacksonville.
“From my knowledge, a lot of kids move
in and out of the program,” Cartlidge said.
“He’s one of the rare breeds who have been
there day one from freshman year to senior.”
Bell will be graduating high school this
May. He’s been offered a football scholarship to Midland College in Texas, Doane
University in Nebraska, and South Dakota
University. He plans to study sports
management.

Former student honors former teacher for early intervention
A Virginia Beach businessman who
attended first grade – twice – at Fishweir
Elementary School in the mid-1940s returned to the school to make a significant
donation for its reading program and to
honor the teacher who diagnosed his
reading problem in 1945.
According to Richard Love, 77, when
he was in first grade his teacher, Miss
Frances Stout, wrote the word “was” on

the blackboard and asked the class what
it said. Love raised his hand proudly and
uttered “saw.”
“Miss Stout was the first to notice I had
what was then called a ‘mirror reading’
disorder, (now known as dyslexia) and did
something about it,” said Love to the
students at the First Friday assembly. “She
told my parents I needed to repeat the first
grade and then taught me how to read.”

Love attributes Stout’s early intervention
to his successful careers in the U.S. Army
and as the owner of a window treatment
and privacy curtain business in the health
care industry. He also told the students he
didn’t have a Bucket List because he was
fortunate to have been able to do everything
he ever wanted to do, such as being a private
pilot for 29 years and scuba diving all over
the world, thanks to knowing how to read.
Although Love’s family moved from the
home they built on Woodmere Drive in
1940 to Houston, Texas, after he completed
his repeat year in the first grade, Love never
forgot the wonderful teacher who made
sure he learned to read and succeed.
At the Jan. 13 assembly, Love presented
school principal Kimberly Dennis with a
check for $5,000, which will be used to
install a bench commemorating Frances
Stout in the inner courtyard, and to purchase
books and supplemental materials for the
school’s reading program.

Crosby & Son

Centennial Call-out
Fishweir Elementary School is seeking
artifacts for its upcoming centennial
celebration, Friday, May 19. If you have
old photos or newspaper clippings, or
other items of interest, contact Kathy
Brantley or the school office at (904)
381-3910.

New Appliance Sales

AppliAnces

Repair and Parts Departments

Since 1949

Also available are scratched, dented,
and used appliances

2048 Blanding Boulevard

904-388-8619 Office
or 904-477-8619 Mobile
crosbyandsonappliances.com

Join Us
On Sunday

Richard Love, a former Fishweir Elementary School
student, gave a check for $5,000 to Principal
Kimberly Dennis.

Builder, Senior Citizen, and Cash discounts available

✁

General Electric Showcase Dealer

It’s Time to Bundle Up!

Make Sure Your Winter Coats are Clean!

20% OFF

Your Next purchase!
With this coupon

Must present coupon
with in-coming order.
Offer Expires February 28, 2017

• Wash & Fold • Shoe Repair
• Alterations • Rug Cleaning
• Wedding Gown Preservation

Sunday WorShip Schedule
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the
Main Worship Center
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services in
the Main Worship Center

4275 Herschel Street
384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax
www.sjpcjax.org

Ask About Free Pick-Up
& Delivery Service from
Your Home or Office!
Stop in to see our newly remodeled stores
at our Oak Street and Herschel Street locations!

387-0415

2 Neighborhood Locations:

4312 Herschel Street • 2255 Oak Street
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Public Schools celebrate
Teachers of the Year
Honoring Duval County’s most exceptional educators, the EDDY Awards, now
in its 26th year, has evolved into a year-long
initiative building a network of exemplary
teachers who are leaders in the community
and who work to improve the public schools,
accelerate student achievement, and elevate
the teaching profession.
Leading up to the Teacher of the Year,
each Duval County Public School recognizes
its own stellar teacher. The process by which
each school selects its Teacher of the Year
is determined by that school’s shared decision-making team, so it can differ depending
on the school, according to Deirdre Conner,

director of advocacy and communications,
Jacksonville Public Education Fund.
Two of this year’s local honorees, Aurelio
Cruz of West Riverside Elementary, and
Brent Sawdy of Lakeshore Middle, were
named as semi-finalists for the 2017 Florida
Blue Duval County Teacher of the Year.
They were among 15 recognized at EverBank
Field at the Dec. 24 Jacksonville Jaguars
game. Unfortunately, neither Cruz nor
Sawdy made the final five.
The 2017 Florida Blue Teacher of the Year
will be honored at the 26th Annual EDDY
Awards Gala Dinner on Friday, Feb. 24 at
the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront.

Andrew “AJ” Neaher

Arianne Smith

Aurelio Cruz

Music Appreciation, Choral
Director, Robert E. Lee High
School, 11 years with DCPS

Guidance Counselor, Ruth N.
Upson Elementary School, 3
years with DCPS

Kindergarten Dual
Language Instructor, West
Riverside Elementary School,
3 years with DCPS

Bethany Patel

Brent Sawdy

Carol Moser

Third Grade Math and Science,
John N.C. Stockton Elementary
School, 2 years with DCPS

Seventh Grade History,
Lakeshore International
Baccalaureate Middle School,
7 years with DCPS

Fourth Grade Math, Venetia
Elementary School, 11 years
with DCPS

Private schools honor teachers, staff
Three local private schools gave a nod, a high-five, and an atta-girl to members
of faculty who exemplified excellence in teaching. At Riverside Presbyterian Day
School, the peer-chosen Bo Cotton Award is a long-standing tradition for excellence
in teaching, and faculty and staff at St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School nominate peers
for the Nancy N. Wood Excellence in Education Award, established in 2001 in
honor of the former headmistress. This year St. Paul’s Catholic School on Park Street
staff also honored a peer with the Righteous Rambler Award.

Dianne “De” Lyons

Becky Cox

Sheryl Brantley

Eileen Swetnam

Krista Litchfield

Meredith L. Arnold

PreK-4, Guidance Counselor,
14 years, Righteous Rambler
Award, St. Paul’s Catholic
School

Librarian, 20 years, Bo
Cotton Award, Riverside
Presbyterian Day School

Director of Learning Specialist
Team, 15 years, 2016 Nancy N.
Wood Excellence in Education
Award, St. Mark’s Episcopal
Day School

Kindergarten , Central
Riverside Elementary School,
16 years with DCPS

First Grade, Ortega
Elementary School, 5 years
with DCPS

Reading and Writing, Fishweir
Elementary School, 4 years
with DCPS

Let Kuhn Be Your

First Choice

WEEKLY SPECIALS • FRUIT & GOURMET BASKETS

Ask about our Valentine's Day Collection
3802 Beach Blvd.

|

Jacksonville, FL 32207

904.398.8601

904.435.3376

TheP

Craftsmen

Interior & Exterior Custom Painting

Expert Painters of Historical Homes

FREE
DELIVERY
ON ORDERS OF $75 OR MORE
FOR JACKSONVILLE AREA AND
$35 OR MORE FOR ORDERS
WITHIN 1 MILE OF STORE

*Valid on orders placed by Monday, 2/13/17 12PM. Contact store for delivery after 12 pm.
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Some restrictions apply.
See store associate or visit sweetpetescandy.com for details.

SPEND $50 GET A FREE $15 GIFT CARD

Rich Belgian Chocolate
Assortments, Dipped Berries,
Gift Baskets & Candy Collections

400 NORTH HOGAN STREET | DOWNTOWN JAX
SWEETPETESCANDY.COM
3630 PARK STREET | HISTORIC AVONDALE | RESTAURANTORSAY.COM | OPEN AT 4P DAILY / 11AM ON SUNDAY
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Stockton sends first team
to robotics tournament

Rebecca Williams, teacher; Catherine Brewer, Kyla Logan, Allina Kelley, Sammy Wilkes, Mark McCombs,
founder of Renaissance Jax; A.J. Higbe, Chi Chi Obiagwu, Nathan Bell, Jack Wheeler, Sajad Achikzay,
Bethany Patel, teacher; (not pictured Liam Gonzalez)

Genes play out for
junior golfer

he found his sweet spot with a 7 iron on
Hole 8.
Like his father, Spencer, Cummings grew
up playing golf at the club, and plays on
the Bolles golf team, just like dad did.
On the morning of Dec. 21, 2016, 13-year- Unlike his father, who made his only holeold Carter Cummings said he woke up in-one at age 32, young Cummings realized
thinking, “Maybe I’ll hit a hole in one today!” his goal much sooner.
It turns out that his waking thought
“It feels good,” said Cummings, when
wasn’t just a pipe dream. Later that day, asked how it felt to make his first holeCummings and Bolles’ School seventh in-one at an early age. “Hopefully many
grade classmates Miller Lockwood and more to come!”
Will Moore were playing a round at the
Cummings began taking lessons at the
Timuquana Golf and Country Club when golf club in Venetia at age six and the apple

Sig
n up

for new

Ten students from John Stockton
Elementary school participated in the
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) competition
for the first time in December 2016, thanks
to the help of Friends of Stockton, a local
nonprofit that supports the school.
The team practiced four days a week
for four weeks to prepare by learning
programming, developing a presentation,
and building the robot. The 10 fourth
graders participated in a category which
included grades four to eight. The team
also set goals for themselves. They wanted
to have fun, score the maximum 100 points,
and learn as much about an actual competition as possible.
Of the 16 teams in the Dec. 9 qualifying
tournament at the Thrasher-Horne Center,
three would earn a spot to compete in the
Northeast Florida Regional FLL Championship at the University of North Florida
January 28. The Stockton team scored well
in all categories and finished first in the
Robot Performance category, earning them
hasn’t fallen far at all from the family tree.
Carter’s great-uncle, Ed Sabo, is a professional golfer and was on the Senior PGA
tour, said his mother, CeCe. Sabo made
his first hole-in-one when he was 13, too.
The pro claims 10 in his lifetime, with three
in one month in 2016.
“Carter plays a lot of golf after school and
every weekend with friends or with his dad,”
said CeCe. “My husband plays a lot of golf,
as do my in-laws, all at Timuquana Country
Club and in North Carolina. Carter spends
most summers playing in North Carolina
and has attended golf camps in Pinehurst.”

4603 SHIRLEY AVE.

(CORNER OF BLANDING & SHIRLEY)
www.gyminators.com

388-5533
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a spot in the Regionals and a second-place
overall finish.
President of Friends of Stockton James
Higbe, who recounted how he learned about
the competition through Mark McCombs
of Renaissance Jax, suggested the concept of
Stockton students competing with local teams
in a robot competition to Principal Stephanie
Brannan. Together they agreed this STEM
initiative program would be the right
challenge for the students at Stockton. Friends
of Stockton donated the gear, a competition
table, a competition mat, a laptop for programming the robot and the Lego EV3 Robot
unit with its accompanying parts.
Higbe said Friends of Stockton is proud
to support initiatives like this for the school
and relies heavily on community support
to continue its mission. Next year, they
plan to support two teams at Stockton,
allowing more kids to participate. Donations
are tax deductible. If you are interested in
learning more or supporting Friends of
Stockton, visit www.friendsofstockton.org.

Carter Cummings
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Boys & Girls
Walking to
Age 17

A Flipping
Good Time!
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GYMNASTICS • TUMBLING
DANCE • NINJA WARRIOR

Kids Camps
Feb. 20
and
March 20-24

Don't
miss out

• BIRTHDAY PARTIES
Jacksonville’s Premeire
Preschool Program

Walking to 5 years with age appropriate goals/
skills. Well‑rounded curriculum, challenging your
child’s creative and physical fitness.

½ OFF
Gyminators

REGISTRATION FEE

New Students Only.
Expires 2/28/17 | Resident
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Debutante Coterie presented
at 140th Christmas Ball

Two local students
winners in essay contest
The annual two-day presentation held
Jan. 17-18 at the Main Library for nearly
1,600 Duval County fifth graders was also
an opportunity to sharpen pencils and
write essays about the historical speaker.
This year two of the eight essay winners
included Madeleine Wilkins of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School and Blythe Benton
from John Stockton Elementary School.
Professional Lincoln presenter Dennis
Boggs, of Nashville, Tennessee, returned
to Jacksonville for a repeat of his 2011
performance telling the story of President
Abraham Lincoln at the 11th annual historical
presentation hosted by the National Society
of the Colonial Dames of America in Florida.
The Dames sponsor the yearly performances, which are underwritten by the Roger
L. and Rochelle S. Main Charitable Trust.
Boggs has been presenting Lincoln for
over 16 years, averaging more than 250
performances per year. After his presentation,
Boggs channeled Lincoln’s character to
encourage the boys and girls in the audience
to use the power of knowledge in waging
different kinds of wars.
“You’re fighting wars every single day
against hunger, poverty, and racism. You’re
fighting wars against crime, drugs, and
violence, against diseases. My war and
every war since then has been fought, won
and lost with too many guns, too much
blood and way too many human lives,”
said Boggs. “I promise you that the wars
you are fighting can only truly be won
with one thing. And that’s knowledge. And
that knowledge right now is locked up
deep inside your young minds. And to
unlock it you need a special key and that
key is education.”

|

St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School fifth-grade student
Jack Potter tries on Abraham Lincoln’s top hat.

Photo by Janet Masterson/JM Photography

The 2016 Debutante Coterie was presented at The Florida Yacht Club’s 140th Christmas
Ball on December 23. Debutantes presented were front row: Anne Arden Pomar,
Elizabeth Almeada Rogers, Caroline Michele Cook; middle row: Eleanor Carol Howerton,
Peyton Lee McDonough, Kylie Jane Geddes, Elizabeth Alice Davenport; back row:
Michaela Leann Fox, Ally Hoffman Taylor, Amanda Delgado Howard, Frances Marie
Rice, Katherine Bentley Forrester, and Hodson Dorscheid Wood.
Riverside Presbyterian Day School fifth-graders
Claire Coogan, Gabby Sullivan and Lauren Mack

Geography Bee winner one step closer to college scholarship

Wilkins wrote about Lincoln’s morality
for her winning essay.
“Lincoln believed that forgiveness and
kindness must be shown to the South after
the war, despite that most Northerners
favored punishment,” said Wilkins in her
essay. “He saw no future for the country
without first healing the wounds of war.”
Each of the winners received a certificate
and a portrait of Abraham Lincoln – a $5 bill.

Riverside Presbyterian Day School 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
students participated in the National Geographic Geography
bee sponsored by Google. In the final round of competition,
fifth grader Eli Stevenson of Ortega won by answering the
following question correctly: “Colombia, with low coastal plains
along both the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, borders which
Central American country?”
With the correct answer of Panama, Stevenson now moves closer
to winning a $50,000 college scholarship and will try to advance to
the national finals in March by completing the state test.

Eli Stevenson

It’s Dental Health Month!

NOW OPEN!

Extra candy equals extra brushing!
Come and see us for your child’s checkup.

in the Shoppes of Avondale

Call us today

3545 St. John’s Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-551-5957 • whitsfrozencustard.com

and place
your
custom
cake order

$2.00 OFF

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter!

Purchase of $10 or More

Follow Us for
Daily Flavor Updates!

WHIT’S FROZEN CUSTARD
Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 2/28/17.

: Whit’s Frozen Custard of Avondale •

and

: @WhitsForDessert

Welcoming New Patients

Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Most insurances and credit care accepted

The Harkness Method at Episcopal School of Jacksonville

Developing students as contributors and leaders in society
through student-centered, collaborative learning.
GRADES 6-12 | 4455 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD | JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 | ADMISSIONS@ESJ.ORG | ESJ.ORG

• infants • children • teens
• special needs patients

(904) 423-1377

4495 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 111
kids1dentistry.com
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Celebrity chef stops at
Bolles to entertain students

Olivia Wallace, Bianca Opdenbosch, Rikar Mikell, Joanna Michalowski, Lena Lamb and Kaidyn Gonzalez

St. Matthew Catholic School inducts
six into National Junior Honor Society
Students on the Bartram Campus enjoyed judging Chef Jet Tila’s culinary creations. Four lucky students
took to the stage to critique his cooking skills following the live demonstration.

Superstar teaches,
shares personal insight
into culinary world
Thai cuisine was on the menu at The
Bolles School’s Middle School Bartram
Campus and San Jose Upper School Campus
on Jan. 24 but it was Thai like no other.
Students and staff enjoyed recipes from
Food Network star Chef Jet Tila, who
spent an entire day at Bolles visiting with
students, working with FLIK Dining to
prepare special Thai meals for the Bolles
community and sharing a special live
cooking demonstration.

After signing autographs during three
lunch periods, Tila concluded his visit
to the Bartram Campus with a live
cooking show in Parker Auditorium. He
instructed students on cutting fruits and
vegetables and how to make shrimp stir
fried rice, and talked about food preparation and presentation.
At the San Jose Campus, Tila worked
with kitchen staff on a Thai dinner for
boarding students and families in the
Bolles Resident Life Program.
Tila’s parents were among the first people
in the United States to open Thai restaurants
and stores during the early 1960s in Los
Angeles. He shared stories of his background
growing up in the family restaurants and
his rise to preeminence among Thai chefs.

The newest members of the St. Matthew Catholic School National Junior Honor
Society were inducted on January 13. Olivia Wallace, Bianca Opdenbosch, Rikar Mikell,
Joanna Michalowski, Lena Lamb and Kaidyn Gonzalez were selected based on rigorous
academic criteria and records of service and leadership. “These hard-working and
dedicated students certainly provide wonderful examples to the entire St. Matthew’s
student body,” said Kristin Kata, assistant principal.

Raising up future environmental leaders
West Riverside Elementary School parent Ayla Nicholas and her family are bringing
their love for the planet to the school by installing a recycling program. The future leaders
in this Pre-K class will be taught about recycling with fun and educational activities. The
WRES PTA is donating bins to all the classrooms, hoping to have the recycling program
established by Earth Day, Saturday, April 22.

Front: Harmony Emanuel, Jayce Swinney, Ella Stirks, Khloe Arnette; middle: Nehemiah Johnson, Connley
Wynn, Rose Nelson, Geneva Lathey, Kiera Hammonds, Calliope Cabiara, Peyton Swartwood, Amare Shack,
Christine Geiger (teacher); back: Jennifer Saxton (teacher), Ayla Nicholas (program leader) holding Braxton
Tuttle, Jake Cornelius

• 100% SOY WAX CANDLES MADE WITH ESSENTIAL OIL BLENDS
• FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
• COME SEE US EVERY SATURDAY AT RAM

Your Design Made to Order!

Great Panic Appetizer - mini
phyllo shell with tuna, avocado
and seaweed salad.

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items,
made with Organic Ingredients!
Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

Great Beer, Wine
and Sake Selection

3620 St. Johns Ave.

904.388.5688
www.SushikoJax.com

FEBRUARY 2017

|

RESIDENT COMMUNIT Y NEWS

RESIDENTNEWS.net

|

|

45

Local school begins ‘Journey 2 Kindness’
West Riverside Elementary students
kicked off an area-wide Journey 2 Kindness
Campaign Jan. 23 by taking the Great
Kindness Challenge. Southpaw, mascot
of the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp, along
with parents, community volunteers and
partners cheered the kids through the
colorful balloon Community Kindness
Tunnel. Local firefighters and JSO Safety
Officers were recognized as Kindness
Heroes and presented with plaques during
a student assembly.
The year-long Journey 2 Kindness is a Students are high-fived by JSO Safety Officers at
positive, proactive, bullying prevention the Journey 2 Kindness rally.
initiative by American Civility Association,
founded in Jacksonville by Amy Barnett of learn to express thanks on Thankful Thursday,
San Marco. Kids are challenged to perform and make new friends on Friend Friday.
as many acts of kindness as possible in a
Nearly 10 million students from over
week, beginning with 100 on the kick-off 12,000 schools across the U.S. have signed
day. Students will participate in a Sock Drive up to participate by hosting a Great
to help area foster and homeless children, Kindness Challenge.

“The Namesake” was selected for
the community Big Read event.

Library kicks off Big
Read event

Southpaw, the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp mascot,
waved to West Riverside Elementary students as they
marched through the Community Kindness Tunnel.

Stretching, strengthening body, mind and heart
Yoga is now part of the new ICE (Individually Chosen
Elective) program at St. Paul’s Catholic School, thanks to
donations of time by instructors from Big Fish Yoga. In the
ICE program, students can select classes such as science, Legos,
drama, art and gardening. The yoga class offers them an opportunity to strengthen body and mind, according to Kim
Repper, principal.
Stretching hearts for community service, students at St.
Paul’s Catholic School spent a month collecting travel-size
toiletries to fill gallon-size plastic “Blessing Bags,” which will
be given to the homeless at the Sulzbacher Center later this
month. Repper said this is the first year the school has participated in the Blessing Bags project, but has done other types
of collections for many years.

Yoga instructor Cara Bernreuter takes St. Paul’s Catholic School students
through yoga poses.

One sweet deal:
Serving students with learning differences since 1956

Days, evenings
and weekends!
•
•
•
•

50% off

Hourly drop-in childcare
Preschool education programs
School age activities
Fun private parties

Family
Registration

Is Your Child
Struggling to
Read and Spell?
It might be Dyslexia.

($12.50 value)
Offer expires 3/1/17
No cash value.

www.kidspark.com
Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

JAX READS!/NEA Big Read wants to
spark a community discussion by inviting
everyone to read the same book at the same
time and take part in engaging activities.
The selection for Jacksonville Public
Library’s JAX READS!/NEA Big Read
communitywide reading initiative this
year (Feb. 1 – March 11, 2017) is “The
Namesake,” a New York Times best-seller
by Jhumpa Lahiri.
The Jacksonville Public Library was one
of 77 nonprofit organizations to receive a
grant to host an NEA Big Read project
between September 2016 and June 2017.
Starting Feb. 1 through March 11, the
Jacksonville Public Library will encourage
the community to read the book and
participate in programs that center around
“The Namesake.”
Every library location will have at least
one program and/or book discussion
group for tweens, teens and adults to
explore themes in the book. The NEA Big
Read finale will take place on March 11
with a visit from award-winning filmmaker,
Mira Nair, director of “The Namesake,”
and other movies.

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.
904.387.8602

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd. #111
904.683.4554

License # CO4DUO724

License # CO4DUO978

I Can Help!
• Screen your child for signs &
symptoms of dyslexia
• Provide recommendations
for tutoring
• Share strategies for success!

Did you Know?

Now Enrolling
K-12th Grade
All teachers certified in special education

NOT SO BOARD MEETING.

One in five people have dyslexia.

BLACKSHEEP5POINTS.COM

Concerned?
Call Today

Fully accredited by Florida Catholic Conference

Nancy Kravet, Dyslexia Consultant

To schedule a tour, please call 904-721-2144
or email info@morningstar-jax.org

Certified Public School Teacher Since 1997

Dyslexia Consultation Services, Inc.
(904) 302-4624

To make a donation to our capital campaign, visit
www.morningstar-jax.com and click Support.

904-721-2144 | www.morningstar-jax.org
725 Mickler Road, Jacksonville, FL 32211

*Business lunch delivery is available.
1534 OAK STREET JACKSONVILLE FL 32204 | 904.380.3091

kravetn@comcast.net

Note: I am not a medical professional, and cannot diagnose medical
conditions. However, I have been trained to determine if you or your
child fits the dyslexia profile.
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THE WAY WE WERE:

CLARK AND ROSALEE BRYAN CONNOR
WITH NATALIE BRYAN
By Julie Kerns Garmendia
Resident Community News

Their mother, Phyllis Arlene Chumley,
was the only deaf member of her family.
She attended school at the Florida School
On the ninth day of every month, Clark for the Deaf and Blind (FSDB) in St. Augustine,
and Rosalee Connor of Ortega hurry to where she eventually met her husband,
be the first to wish the other a “Happy Delmar Thomas Bryan, who she married
Anniversary.” The Connors will celebrate in 1943 at Southside Baptist Church.
their 49th wedding anniversary on June 9,
When Phyllis was growing up, her family
2017, remaining very much in love since rented a home briefly on Talbot Avenue,
they day they met in 1963.
then at 1520 River Oaks Road in San Marco,
Described as “unfailingly loving and af- before settling in Avondale. In 1942, they
fectionate with each other, every day” by bought a home at 3865 Eloise Street.
Rosalee’s younger sister, Natalie Bryan, who
Phyllis’ father built a collapsible 8-byoften interprets for the deaf couple, the 10-foot playhouse for her brother Syl to
Connors together enjoy watching daily play in and store his toys when they lived
sunrises over the St. Johns River and sunsets on River Oaks Road, according to a memoir
over the Ortega River.
written by Phyllis. The playhouse moved
In the mornings, Clark, 73, makes sure with the family from River Oaks Road to
Rosalee, 70, eats her fruit by cutting it up the Eloise Street house and was always
for her to share with him at breakfast. “I’m renovated to match their home’s exterior.
too lazy to cut up fruit and I will only eat The playhouse moved for the final time
it if it tastes good,” said Rosalee. “Almost to the backyard of 1641 Pine Grove Avenue,
every morning we have fruit and, if it tastes when Phyllis and her husband bought that
good, Clark will give me some.”
house for $4,000 in 1945. Still owned by
Rosalee also said they have cut each other’s the family, Rosalee and Natalie recall how
hair for more than 40 of the 54 years they happy their mother was to make her last
have known each other.
mortgage payment of $25 on the house.
Located between Boone and Fishweir
The Bryan backstory
Parks, the house was near a bus stop, handy
for Phyllis, who did not learn to drive or
Rosalee and Natalie’s family has lived in obtain her driver’s license until she was 57
Jacksonville since 1938.
years old. The Bryans were members of
Their grandfather, Sylvester G. Chumley Murray Hill Baptist Church and of the River
Sr. owned the Chumley-Drury Company City Association of the Deaf.
Lumber & Building Supplies, located on
Phyllis and Delmar had five children – a
River Oaks Road in San Marco near the son, Delmar Thomas “Tommy” Bryan, Jr.,
Florida East Coast Railyard.
and four daughters, two of which were born

The Bryan Family in 1959: Pamela, Rosalee, Phyllis with Natalie, Delmar with Tommy, Camelle

deaf: Rosalee (deaf); identical twin girls
Pamela (hearing) and Camelle (deaf); and
Natalie (hearing).
Rosalee and Natalie share many fond
memories of their childhood in Avondale.
They always shopped at the Pine Grove Deli
for meat and penny candy, and at the 5 &
10 Cent Store located on St. Johns Avenue
where Casablanca is now located.
Their family bought its groceries at the
A & P Grocery where Ray’s Hardware now
stands and loved going to the Penny Burger
Drive-in, where St. Johns Village is located.
The family’s milk was always purchased
from the Skinner’s Dairy Drive-Thru at the
apex of Herschel and St. John’s Avenue and
the glass bottles were returned for a refill.
Rosalee remembers home delivery of
milk, eggs, and dry ice for the ice box. She
also recalls the hard work of hand-cranking
an old clothes machine to wash clothing.

When the Bryan children received vaccines
at their pediatric appointments, their grandmother, Annie Lee Chumley, always took
them to Dreamette for ice cream afterwards,
which ensured a speedy recovery.
Annie Lee named all her grandchildren.
In 1963, Phyllis and Delmar demolished
their Pine Grove Avenue garage and built
an 800-square-foot house on their property
for her to live in, on a double lot she helped
them purchase. The small house has its own
address on Valencia Road.
Annie Lee, influenced by years of living in
New Mexico, would order a huge load of dirt,
bags and candles each December to light
luminaries, a Southwest holiday tradition.
The family believes she introduced the idea
of luminarias to the neighborhood.
Continued on page 47
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Beginning of a love story
Meanwhile, Clark Connor, who was born
deaf just like his wife, spent his early years
in Williston, North Dakota. Delivered by
the same rural doctor who had attended
his mother’s birth, he grew up in a log cabin,
which was later preserved and made into a
museum and relocated to a historic park.
Clark’s mother was a teacher who wore
a hearing aid later in life and lived to age
100. In contrast, his father, Adrian Michael
Connor was hearing, and died at age 60.
When Clark was one, the family moved
from North Dakota to Spokane, Washington.
Rosalee met Clark at Gallaudet College
(now University) on her first day of summer
school in 1963. They credit FSDB and
Gallaudet University (which requires one
full year of on-campus, pre-college education
prior to the traditional four-year degree
programs) for helping them to enjoy
successful careers and fulfilling lives.
After college graduation, the Connors
had jobs waiting for them in Washington,
D.C. With a math degree, Clark began
work for the U.S. Department of Defense
Army Mapping Agency as a cartographer,
mathematician and later a computer specialist. Rosalee completed her Bachelor’s
in library science and began work for the
U.S. Library of Congress. She also completed
her Master’s in library science at the
University of Maryland. They married in
1968 at Trinity Baptist Church when it was
located on McDuff Avenue. The couple
lived in Maryland and enjoyed sailing on
their 34-foot Pacific Seacraft sailboat, Sea
Gull, during their working life.
Clark retired in 1991, and Rosalee retired
in 2002 after her father died. For the next
several years, the Connors often traveled
to Jacksonville to help Natalie with their
mother’s care, which was complicated by
the onset of dementia.

Rosalee and Clark Connor on their 34-foot sailboat,
Sea Gull, near Annapolis, Maryland, 1993
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documents 20 years of sailing, sporting
events, family and friends. In their immaculate Ortega home, interesting photos are
positioned on tables and hang on every wall.
The only homebody in the Connor family
is their rescue cat, Tappy, who adopted them
in 2008, and was so named because when
Clark taps on something, the cat comes
running, no spoken words needed.

Two’s company, three’s a family
Born nearly 12 years after Rosalee, Natalie,
59, said she has always felt more like the
Connors’ child than a sister. Athletic and
active in outdoor sports of all kinds, the
Connors attended all of her sporting events,
and were an important part of her life
Rosalee Bryan and Clark Connor at Gallaudet College, 1965
growing up, encouraging her to pursue her
goals and dreams, she said.
The trio have had many adventures toIn 2004, the Connors sailed Sea Gull to
Jacksonville and docked it at Graham’s gether, including a 1969 cross-country
Boatyard, now the Marina at Ortega Landing. road trip in Clark’s 1966 Buick Special.
During the trip from Maryland down the The most memorable journey occurred
Intracoastal Waterway, Natalie followed the when Natalie was 12. “They decided to
Sea Gull’s journey by land. She often met take me with them on vacation. But this
the Connors at many ports along their route was an unusual vacation! We traveled
and waved at her sister and brother-in-law through 23 states, saw Canada and Mexico,
at every opportunity. Recalling the trip, the all in three weeks by car. We drove 9,500
Connors shook their heads and Natalie miles and we only spent $650,” Natalie said.
Like the other hearing Bryan children,
laughed while remembering some of her
more spectacular viewpoints, including a Natalie attended Fishweir Elementary and
Lakeshore Junior High. At Fishweir, local
wave from atop the Dames Point Bridge.
The Connors found their Ortega home park director Beverly Turner taught students
while training with Natalie and brother how to play organized sports. Turner inspired
Tommy Bryan to run a marathon in 2006. and encouraged Natalie to pursue her athletic
The Connors spotted a “for sale” sign along talents and became her mentor.
While at Robert E. Lee High School,
their favorite Avondale/Ortega route, which
extended from the family home on Pine Natalie was named to the high school’s
Grove to McGirts Boulevard, about five All-American Volleyball Team for the 1973
miles roundtrip. Tommy, a realtor at the Nationals. She earned a volleyball scholtime, negotiated the Connors’ purchase arship to Miami-Dade Community College,
of their one-story ranch-style home on despite her 5-foot 4-inch height.
She was a member of the Jacksonville
McGirts. The couple currently enjoys
walking, often following a three-mile loop Women’s Volleyball Club that went to
from their home across both the Roosevelt
and Ortega River bridges, or roundtrip to
the Pine Grove house and back, or just
through their neighborhood.
Throughout their lives, the Connors’ have
had many adventures while traveling across
the United States and abroad. With Natalie
interpreting, they signed saying they have
never felt restricted by deafness and are
staunch advocates of education for the deaf.
Photography has been a favorite hobby
for the Connors, whose massive collection Rosalee Connor hugs sister Natalie Bryan in an airport, 2000

Check our Website
for Current Inventory!
LKQPickYourPart.com

Over 1200
Fresh Cars
NOW IN
STOCK!
Need a Part?
FIND IT HERE!

Cynthia Miller holding Jimmy, Delmar Bryan,
Phyllis Bryan holding Rosalee, 1946

the U.S. Volleyball Association’s Women’s
National Championship games in 1974.
In 1975 she played for Jacksonville
Volleyball Club, which went on to qualify
for the U.S. Junior Olympics. She received
a sports scholarship and graduated from
Jacksonville University.
After graduation Natalie taught physical
education at Morning Star School in
Arlington. In 2015 she earned her Master’s
degree in counseling and recently celebrated
her 30th anniversary of teaching. Her only
break from teaching was when she served
in the U.S. Navy as an electronics technician
from 1984-1990.
The Connors, with Natalie and other
Bryan family members, have run many
charity marathons in Maryland and in
Florida. They began to run in support of
leukemia research in memory of their brother
Tommy’s first wife, Jennifer Pye Bryan, who
died at age 29 from acute leukemia.
Longtime volunteers at the FSDB Alumni
Museum in St. Augustine, the Connors
still meet monthly for lunch with other
local deaf alumni from the school and
enjoy kayaking near Amelia Island. They
remain active with the FSDB and Gallaudet
alumni groups, especially the classes that
graduated in the early 1960s, and enjoy
attending their class Christmas reunion,
held since 1972, and the Biannual National
Deaf Seniors of America Convention. They
maintain close ties with friends met during
their 38 years in Maryland. Once they
make friends, the Connors stay in touch
with them forever, Natalie said.

Do you have an unwanted vehicle?

WE BUY CARS

We take care of all the paperwork! Pick up available. Licensed.

10950 Normandy Blvd. (5 miles west of I-295)

904.786.2227

A NoN-Profit Organization Enabling Home-Based
SeNior iNdePeNdeNce in Northeast Florida
Laveta Mobley, 68, has been a Jacksonville resident
for over five years. She is a member of the Golden
Age Club at her church and has remained as active
as possible over the years. However, with the
deterioration of her eyesight, her physician felt that
Ms. Mobley would benefit from outside assistance,
and referred her to Aging True.
“I try to be an independent as I can with my eyesight,”
Ms. Mobley says. She receives personal and in-home
health care twice a week, making it possible for her
to play bingo, exercise, and connect with her Senior
Companion.

“I ended up with the best,” Ms. Mobley says
of Aging True, “and I’m very happy.”

Your support helps seniors in our
community; whether it is funding,
using your talents to volunteer
or offer support, seniors benefit
from your contributions. Make a
resolution to help, get involved or
simply spare some of your time to
comfort and aid someone in need.

Call 904-807-1203 or
visit www.agingtrue.org
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– In Memoriam –

Betty Lucille Milne
May 1, 1921 – January 9, 2017

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Doug. “She gave solid ground to well-rounded living. She transcended time so much
that her great grandchildren called her
Betty Lucille Milne, 95, was well and truly Grandma, but maintained closer relationbeloved by friends and family.
ships with her than do many young kids
Her son, Douglas Milne, said he received with grandparents. I recently reminded
an email from a great friend shortly after her that, as a baby, my oldest daughter
learning of Betty’s death, who said she first learned to roll from her back to her
was the kind of mother anyone would stomach on her living room floor. She
love to have.
reminded me that I had, too.”
“That sums it up. Indeed, she was,” said
For William, his grandmother, who lived
Milne. “All of us are better for her having in Avondale in the same house since 1946,
been our mother/grandmother/great-grand- was an inspiration in how to treat others.
mother. We have a million stories of how
“Every time we were together, she would
she was the poster child for putting the always end our visits with ‘I love you and I
interest of everyone else ahead of hers and like you.’ To me and so many others, her
living by the golden rule.”
genuine and personable nature made everyone
Some of those stories were shared by feel welcome and special,” he said. “When
Betty’s grandsons, Douglas J., Joey and around her, you always felt at home and
William Milne.
welcome. Never afraid to correct us grand“For so many of us, my grandmother children when we were out of line, she made
was here to make a life. She added the me a better person by putting others first
perfect combination of style, grace, dis- and keeping me focused on what’s truly
cipline and humor,” said her grandson important in life – family and friends.”

Circa 1965

Circa 1977

Circa 1950

Circa 1997

Joey Milne recalled when he was young
Eleven years later, Milne became a paper
he asked his grandmother why she looked boy for the Times-Union and recalled his
so tired. She said she didn’t sleep well mother’s involvement in his part-time job.
because Joey’s grandfather was snoring so “Many was the cold and rainy morning she
much. “It was more important to her that would get up and drive me around at 4 a.m.
he got a good night’s sleep than to wake to deliver papers,” he recalled. “There was
him so she could sleep, too,” said Joey. He never an event or any matter that affected
also recounted that she never attended his her children or grandchildren that she was
Lee High football games because she was not involved in one way or the other through
so nervous – not about him getting hurt, participation, support or advice.”
but about the team losing.
During his last visit with his grandmother,
Raised in the Northwest, Betty’s roots Doug said he found himself scouring the
were those of hard, honest work.
hundreds of pictures which surrounded her
“Her parents were Norwegian immigrants on the walls and shelves. Some were black
and they lived in a small country town north and white, many were color, covering the
of Seattle,” said her son Douglas. “My span of her life and everyone in it, he said.
mother’s father worked in the mill at night,
“I remember thinking that, soon, everyone
and she was the last of eight children, raised in those pictures would be without her
in very modest circumstances. All of the loving grace on earth, but took great comfort
children lived to ripe old ages.”
in the knowledge that she would be taking
Betty and her husband, Doug, were each of us on with her when she goes,” he
married in 1941, then after Pearl Harbor said. “And, that goes both ways. Though
Doug was called into the Army. After his she isn’t here with us today, she will forever
discharge, they moved to Jacksonville in remain with us as we grow ourselves and
1946 with a three-year-old son and infant decide what’s meaningful and important in
daughter.
life before taking the resulting next steps.”

Key West House Tours & Conch Shell Blowing Contest

2017 House Tours
February 17-18 • 10am-4pm
March 17-18 • 10am-4pm
Tickets and Information online at

www.oirf.org

e-mail: oirf@oirf.org or call (305) 294-9501
Conch Shell Blowing Contest, March 4, noon

unlock your
brain’s poTenTial
wiTh biofeedback

Biofeedback and Associates provides
neurofeedback and biofeedback
training which teaches you to manage
your brain and body. It can improve
how you think, feel, and function.
We can help you manage brain
imbalances with specialized biofeedback
and neurofeedback training programs.
This training allows you to improve
health and wellness by tapping in your
body’s natural healing abilities.

These Techniques can help:
• Improve concentration
• Stabilize mood
• Improve sleep
• Improve memory
• Increase relaxation
• Increase sports performance
• Increase academic performance
• Increase energy levels
• and more.…

NoRtHeast
iNc.
BiofeedBack associates offLoRida,

904.646.0054 • Biofeedbackassociates.com • Most Insurances Accepted
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Who’s your neighbor?
Murray Hill resident Josh Waller plays a lead in the local theatre scene
By Krysten L. Bennett
Resident Community News
As a senior at Robert E. Lee High School, Josh
Waller performed his first role as Tony in West
Side Story. Now, 20 years and nearly 50 productions
later, his acting resume includes an impressive list
of Best Actor awards and nominations. He’s also
preparing for his inaugural directing gig later this
year, and the all-volunteer nonprofit theatre he
helped found – The 5 & Dime – is celebrating a
major milestone as they set aside the term “nomadic”
and open their first full production in their new
permanent space Downtown this month.
Like young actors are apt to do, Waller tried the
New York thing for a time in his twenties. Those
who follow Jacksonville’s theatre scene, however,
know that this city boasts some hefty talent, and
he is honored to share the stage with them, back
here at home.
What first drew him to theatre? At his grandmother’s
request, he learned to play a lot of classic musical
theatre songs on the piano when he was young and
grew to love them.

and essentially only him on stage for 90 minutes.
“I’d do it again in a heartbeat.” (When he does, run,
don’t walk, to the box office for your tickets!)
His dream role? Marvin in Falsettos, with Georges
in Sunday in the Park with George a very close second.
His pre-show ritual? It changes from show to show,
but has to be exactly the same from night to night.
“If I get a certain tea or coffee before a show, I have
to get that same tea or coffee through the entire run.”
Where you might run into him and his cast mates
post-show? Mellow Mushroom Avondale
The most moving experience he’s had as an audience member? He admits to being biased since
he was the assistant director, but “hands down,
The 5 & Dime’s production of The Whale was the
most moved I’ve ever been seeing a local theatre
production. My dear friend, Bill Ratliff, gave us a
master class in acting every performance. Without
fail, I was always brought to tears.”

His favorite role, so far? Hedwig in Hedwig and
the Angry Inch. “In almost every way, Hedwig is Why he prefers local theatre? “The Jacksonville
the total opposite of me, so not only did it take me theatre community is full of passionate, insanely
out of my comfort zone, but I got to sing different talented, amazing people who want to see each other
styles of music, all while telling a beautiful story.” succeed. I love this community with all my heart.”
His most challenging role, to date? The same. Full
make-up, wigs, dresses, multiple costume changes

The best (theatre related) advice he’s been given?
Above all else, don’t forget to tell the story.
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We’re cleaning

ear wax

removal Special
Proceeds benefitting a local charity

Hear better,
feel better
and help your
community!

Schedule an appointment today for your ear cleaning
and FREE evaluation of your hearing!

(904) 318-3763
Dr. NaTalla S. McCoy, CCC-A
Board Certified Audiologist

5114 San Juan Ave. • Jacksonville, Florida • www.mccoyinstitute.org
Hearing aids • TinniTus (ear ringing) • Wax removal • CusTom ear molds • BalanCe TesTing • musiCian moniTors

ACADEMIC SPLENDOR
NINETEENTH-CENTURY MASTERWORKS FROM
THE DAHESH MUSEUM OF ART
JANUARY 27 THROUGH APRIL 16
Explore the splendor of 19th-century European
academic art in this collection of paintings and
sculptures organized by the Dahesh Museum of Art
in New York, the only institution in the United States
devoted to collecting and exhibiting works from this
genre. Highlights of this exquisite collection include
works by creative artists whose work was shaped
in French academies and European private ateliers,
including Jean-Léon Gérôme; William Adolphe
Bouguereau; Frederick, Lord Leighton; and
Lawrence Alma Tadema.
For more information, visit cummermuseum.org.

“The Jacksonville theatre
community is full of
passionate, insanely
talented, amazing
people who want to see
each other succeed. I
love this community
with all my heart.”
— Josh Waller, local thespian
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DOSOMETHING
Want to get involved in the community? Sometimes it just takes a little push to do something,
from the smallest gesture to the grand donation. Get ready to get nudged.
B Y

M A R I A N

J O H N S,

R E S I D E N T

C O M M U N I T Y

N E W S

Friends of Jacksonville Animals
Volunteer – Help at FOJA’s adoption events held throughout the
year or at one of its annual fundraisers, such as Doggie Gras
(Saturday, Feb. 25) or Comedy For Critters (Saturday, April 22).
Help through Animal Care and Protective Services by walking
dogs, cuddling cats, being a foster family to an animal or doing
day-to-day chores around the shelter. Visit www.friendsofjaxanimals.
com for details on all the volunteer opportunities.
Donate – Donations made to FOJA directly support Jacksonville’s
city shelter which often lacks funding for urgent medical care
for the animals. Financial donations help support and provide
for the animals at the shelter. Donations of pet food and other
items are also needed. Visit www.friendsofjaxanimals.com for a
list of needed donations.

First Coast No More Homeless Pets
The First Coast offers many opportunities to
“do something” for its four-legged residents. Here
the spotlight shines on four nonprofits whose
focus is on the protection and welfare of pets,
and that serve as a voice for those who cannot
speak for themselves.

The Jacksonville Humane Society
Volunteer – Be a dog walker. Help with office work. Become a
foster family, a service that is especially needed April through
October to care for underage kittens and puppies until they are
old enough to be adopted. Participate in two major fundraisers,
Mutt March (Saturday, March 4) and Toast to The Animals (held
mid-September). Visit www.jaxhumane.org/individual-volunteer-opportunities or call (904) 725-8766 to find out more.
Donate – Give financial gifts to help care for the animals and for
the new JHS building fund by visiting www.jaxhumane.org/donate.
There is also a corporate giving program called Paw Partners.
Partners receive year-round recognition and can participate in
two special events each year. A list of items needed by the shelter,
such as pet food and blankets, can be found at www.jaxhumane.
org/how-to-help/donate/items-and goods/

Volunteer – Mega Adoption events are held in July, October and
December each year where volunteers can help make a difference.
The adoption events help clear shelters while the Jacksonville Pet
Food Bank helps families to be able to afford to keep their pets.
Visit www.fcnmhp.org/volunteer to see all the volunteer opportunities or call (904) 674-0665 and to find out how you can help.
Donate – Donor-funded programs, such as the Angel Fund,
provide subsidized treatments to desperate pets whose owners
cannot afford necessary, life-saving care. Visit www.fcnmhp.org
or call (904) 674-0665 if you would like to donate funds or items
needed to help the animals.

Animal Care & Protective Services
Volunteer – Join the Kitten Army and be a foster family during
“kitten season” to help thousands of orphaned kittens who arrive
at the shelter. Visit www.coj.net/departments/neighborhoods/
animal-care-protective-services or email acpsfosters@coj.net for
more information on fostering animals. Call (904) 630-CITY for
more information on how you can help AC&PS by volunteering.
Donate – Purchase a Florida “Animal Friend” license tag. Proceeds
from the tag sales help support the Florida Animal Friend, Inc.,
grant fund, which provides funds to AC&PS. You can also donate
towels, blankets, cat litter and other items needed at the shelter.
For a complete list of needed items, visit www.coj.net/departments/
neighborhoods/animal-care-protective-services.

From Big to Small, We Love them All!

Jeanette Brunick

Grooming

Amy Ploss-Samson,
Friends of Jacksonville
Animals Volunteer

Amy Did Something
A fuzzy photo of an unwanted dog
or cat may look like just a quick
snapshot to some people. However,
to Friends of Jacksonville Animals
volunteer Amy Ploss-Samson, a photograph done well could lead to a
loving home for an abandoned animal.
“A good photo can make the difference of an animal being noticed
or being passed by,” said Samson
who, along with her husband, started
out volunteering at FOJA by walking
dogs and photographing the animals
for FOJA’s website. Samson now
chairs the FOJA Marketing Committee
and shared the two things that motivated her to “do something.”
“The animals and the passion,” said
Samson. “I have never met a more
passionate group of people with such
kindness and love in their hearts.
“The animals, well that goes without
saying. I love my pets. They are like
my children. Both are rescues, and if
not for the people that run shelters
and the nonprofits that support them,
they might not be with me,” Samson
said. “All pets deserve the opportunity
to be in a loving home and FOJA works
to give them that chance.” said Samson.

Twenty Years of Experience
Eight Years in Business

4228 St. Johns Avenue • (904) 575-4930
Located just outside of Historic Avondale in the Fairfax area
OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday
Now offering Saturday morning appointments

Happy
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daily from 3-7pm
DRINK SPECIALS INCLUDE:
• $1.50 off Draft Beer
• $4.00 House Margarita
• $4.00 Single Well Liquor
• $4.50 House Wine

1537 MARGARET STREET | OPEN EVERY DAY | 904.355.4434 | Mossfire.com
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tHe perfect spot
for spot...
No need to leave
your furr y friend
at
home- come che
ck
out our pet-friend
ly
outdoor dining!

“It’s a privilege to be in the room with you.
I know you’re trusting me with sensitive thoughts
and concerns. It’s something I never forget.”
You deserve a doctor who listens and
treats you as a person, not a patient.
Find your doctor.
jaxhealth.com/primarycare
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Give your
Valentine
a Brighter,
Whiter

Smile
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5 0 % Off!

ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening

For You and Your Valentine!
Includes Take Home Bleach Trays
(Savings of $250...
Please call office
for details)
Dr Jacqueline West, DMD
Member

Conveniently located in Historic Riverside / Avondale.
2301 Park Street • Jacksonville, FL • Just 3 Blocks from 5 Points

904.387.3333 | westdentistry.com

