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If you’re contemplating 
whether this is the right time 
to put your home on the market, 
there’s much to take into 
consideration. 

While you can include having 
the “luck o’ the Irish” in your 
list of reasons to put a “For 
Sale” sign on the front lawn 
this month, perhaps it would 
be a bit more strategic to turn 
the pages and take an in-depth 
look at the state of real estate 
in the historic districts. 

For the story, News Editor 
Marcia Hodgson spoke at 
length with more than a dozen 
brokers, who talk about the 
real estate market 10 years 
after the recession and what 
it means for buyers and sellers. 

READ MORE, PAGE 12

TAKING THE 
TEMPERATURE 
OF THE REAL 
ESTATE MARKET

Catholic Charities celebrated the Black and 
White Ball at the Jessie Ball duPont Center 
downtown, Feb. 25. READ MORE, PAGE 24

The Friendship Fountain and the St. Johns River 
provided the perfect backdrop for attendees 

who made their way to River of Dreams, #DT Jax 
Gala, Feb. 25. READ MORE, PAGE 29

Patrons packed the Jacksonville Marriott 
Southpoint ballroom for the sold out Red 

Rose Ball, Feb. 3. READ MORE, PAGE 24

A SEASON OF SUPPORT FOR AREA NONPROFITS
Event chair  
Paola Parra Harris 
and Robert Harris

Tara and Nigel 
Braithwaite

Drs. Gaelyn and Chris Scuderi

WALKING FOR 
DOLLAR$

The Friends of Hendricks committee consisting of Janna Perry, Anna Valent, Joy Hicks, Lauren Hopkins, Michele Mathis O’Malley, Dana Wilkins, Cindy 
Berzsenyi, FOH President Morgaen Brandler, Amy Maloney and Rosemary Jackson planned, for the fifth straight year, Hendricks Avenue Elementary’s 
annual Walkathon, its major fundraiser in which most of the student body participates.  READ MORE, PAGE 44

It was a big night for Ryan 
Gutos and his friend Miranda 
McPherson, a student at Trinity 
Baptist College, as limo rides, 
red carpet entrances and 
popping flashes welcomed 
guests to the annual Night to 
Shine event.

The event brings the faith-
based community together to 
serve those with special needs, 
providing them a prom-like, 
fun filled evening. This year’s 
event was sponsored by the Tim 
Tebow Foundation.

SHINING STARS, 
RED CARPETS 
AND PAPARAZZI

Ryan Gutos and Miranda McPherson
Arik Ancelin of San Marco has 

no intention of letting his disability 
prevent him from his goal – to 
earn a second-degree black belt 
in Tae Kwon Do.

Although the 14-year-old dance 
major at LaVilla School for the 
Arts has Down syndrome, he said 
he intends to earn his second 
black belt in the sport during a 
special test Friday, March 31 at 
Watson Martial Arts in San Marco.

“Less than two percent of all 
students that start martial arts 

will achieve a black belt,” said 
Tae Kwon Do Master Jason Watson. 

“For a kid with no disabilities it’s 
a huge achievement. We have 
not changed our standards for 
Arik. He has done everything 
that all our other students have 
done,” he said.

Over the past six years, Ancelin 
has earned 10 under-belts, won 
a silver medal for his forms in an 
AAU-sanctioned Tae Kwon Do 
tournament, and earned his first 
black belt.

ANCELIN TO EARN SECOND BLACK BELT

Arik Ancelin chops through a board during a Tae Kwon Do class at Watson Martial Arts.

WALKING FOR 
DOLLAR$
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904-387-4041  
1550 Cassat Avenue | Jacksonville 
NimnichtChevy.com

904-733-1616
11503 Philips Highway | Jacksonville
NimnichtBuickGMC.com

car buyers have spoken and have identified

as the best chevrolet dealer to 
do business with in florida!

experience the confidence that comes with being part of the nimnicht family.
“We are very proud of this distinction. It has taken a lot of hard work and dedication from our 
outstanding family of employees. Customer service is our #1 priority and this award shows that 
we really do care about our customers.”

Billie Nimnicht III, Nimnicht Chevrolet President
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During the Millers Creek Special Tax 
District Board meeting Feb. 20 at Havana 
Jax Café in St. Nicholas, at the suggestion 
of Treasurer Christopher Rose, the board 
voted to have Dr. Rene Pulido send a letter 
requesting residents who had advanced 
money to the board last year wait to be 
reimbursed until February 2018. 

Rose said approximately $12,000 had 
been advanced by Millers Creek residents 
to cover the board’s expenses prior to its 
receiving money from the tax assessment 
levied by the city. If the board reimburses 
the $12,000 this year, it “may put the 

execution of its budget in jeopardy,” Rose 
said. He suggested the estimated amount 
of the dredging project be included in 
the letter.

“Will there be an opportunity to contribute 
to replace the funds if some want their 
money back?” asked Barbara McMorrow, 
indicating she might be willing to forward 
funds if needed. 

“The opportunity is open,” Rose said.
It was also decided that Jonathan Wright 

would put together a budget that would be 
voted on at the board’s next meeting, at 6:30 
p.m. Monday, March 20. The budget must 

be forwarded to the Jacksonville City Council 
by April 1, said Board Attorney Wayne Flowers.

The board also discussed the need to get 
quotes for insurance to cover each board 
member’s individual liability. Board Secretary 
Sharon Johnson and Bobby Baker, a Millers 
Creek resident, would like to review a draft 
of the RFP to seek qualified vendors to do 
the engineering portion of the dredging 
project so the board could vote on it at its 
next meeting.

Johnson and Dr. Rene Pulido reported 
that Mayfair Apartments had cleaned up 
the area around its dumpster so trash would 

not fall into the creek. Meanwhile, the area 
around the dumpster at The Preserve 
apartments is “disgusting” and “horrible,” 
said Johnson, noting that, fortunately, a 
fence separates trash from the creek so the 
board need not be concerned.

Johnson also reported that Morning Glory 
Church, which owns a lot on the north side 
of Atlantic Boulevard and Gay Street next 
to the creek, had cleared the foliage and trees 
near the water at the recommendation of 
the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office, to discourage 
the homeless from living under the Atlantic 
Boulevard bridge, which spans the creek.

Millers Creek Special Tax District vote on funds reimbursement

Welcome, Spring! March is a transitional month with the change from standard time 
back to daylight saving time on March 12 and the spring equinox on March 20. The 
annual St. Johns River Celebration and Cleanup on March 25 is as much a spring rite of 
passage as those earlier events which herald the urge to take a fresh, new look at our 
environment. Two stories this month, both by contributing writer Lilla Ross, give us 
insight into our tree canopy and our well-known river.

February was also a busy social month, with many nonprofits thankful for the unsea-
sonably warm weather which made galas, golf tournaments, races and walks easier to 
organize and fun to attend. Throughout these pages you’ll find evidence of philanthropy 
and volunteerism hard at work in our Historic Districts. There’s no place better to live 
in Jacksonville – in my humble opinion.

Kate A. Hallock  
Managing Editor

Editor’s Note

The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill, San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For advertising information please call 
904.388.8839. Editorial submissions are welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s discretion. Facts and statements expressed in the editorial content are not necessarily those of The 
Resident. All content is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2017.  Locally Owned and Operated
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seth@residentnews.net
Pamela Bradford Williams
pamela@residentnews.net
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Debra McGregor
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1650-302 Margaret St. #310, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, gri
Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com Each office independently owned and operated.

“When You Buy
Or Sell With

Missie Sarra LePrell...
You Can Always
Expect The Best”

If you have a property you would like 
to sell...please give me a call!

Our RE/MAX international partners 
tell us there is a lot of interest in 

Jacksonville since the Forbes article ran 
listing our city as the number 2 spot 
to invest in housing*and riverfront is 

what international buyers want!
*Source: “Best Buy Cities: Where to Invest in Housing in 
2017,” Forbes.com (Jan. 10, 2017)

I do have 2 never before listed San Marco 
riverfront properties coming on the market 

soon...but I need more!

I’m runnIng 
out of 

rIverfront!
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Discussions include 
park/plaza under Fuller 
Warren Bridge
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

As she eyes the future development of 
Jacksonville’s Southbank, it is Jacksonville 
City Council President Lori Boyer’s intention 
to make sure the public has plenty of access 
to the St. Johns River.

In February, Boyer shared with The Resident 
a “working graphic,” which she said she 
uses when discussing future Southbank 
Riverwalk improvements, water taxi docks, 
and the multi-use path that will circle the 
Southbank area and connect the improve-
ments. Being discussed with the Florida 
Department of Transportation is the future 
construction of a park/plaza under the Fuller 
Warren Bridge, similar to the Riverside Arts 
Market area, which would anchor the multi-
use Southbank loop.  

“The ultimate goal is to form a complete 
loop for walkers and runners and to make 
publicly available river crossings, both along 
bridges and by water taxi,” explained Boyer 
in an email.

Currently the Riverwalk extends from 
Friendship Park to the far end of the Duval 
County Public School board site. However, 
several obstacles stand in the way of further 
extending the Riverwalk from Friendship 
Park toward the Fuller Warren Bridge, in-
cluding the St. Johns Marina, the boat ramp 
immediately adjacent to the Acosta Bridge, 
and the railroad bridge. 

Boyer outlines future public access improvements on Southbank

“If you were to build the Riverwalk over 
water and go up in height to allow boat 
access to the ramp under the waterway, you 
would have to get back down to get under 
the Acosta Bridge and up again over the 
railroad bridge,” Boyer said. “The geometry 
is impossible unless you go far out into the 
water where currents and navigation create 
other issues.”

To overcome these challenges in the most 
practical and cost-effective way, Boyer plans 
to delineate a path that follows San Marco 
Boulevard from Friendship Park to Prudential 
Drive, crossing the railroad tracks at Prudential 
and then returning to the waterfront adjacent 
to property where Ventures Development 
Group plans to build a new high-rise 
apartment building (see dashed blue line 

on map). Signs, landscaping, and pavers 
would help identify that it is a continuation 
of the Riverwalk, she said.

As part of its conceptual design, Ventures 
Development Group has already agreed to 
include a 12-foot-wide walkway with four 
feet of landscaping on either side of the 

City Council President Lori Boyer’s working diagram of future public access improvements she hopes to see on the Southbank.

Continued on page 5

Sp ringing
into a New Season
The Trad’s Garden Center and Pest Control professionals 
you’ve trusted to help you care for your home and garden 
for more than 45 years are springing into a new season 
with a series of gardening seminars. These hands-on 
events give you the chance to interact with top experts and 
better understand Florida’s unique growing environment. 

Join us every Saturday this spring at the 
Trad’s Garden Center outdoor kitchen 
from 9 to 11 a.m. to get your hands dirty!

For more information, call (904) 733-7549 
or visit TradsGardenCenter.com.

Trust in Trad’s.

Container 
Gardening 
with Laurie Prescott, 
Trad’s Landscape

MAR
4

Butterfl y 
Gardening 
with Robert Sanford, 
FNGLA Northeast Chapter

MAR
11

St. Augustine 
Lawn Care 
with Bill Edgerton, 
Trad’s Pest Control

MAR
18

Intro to 
Edible Gardening 
with Luke Harlow, 
Clay County Extension Offi  ce

MAR
25

Container MAR Butterfl y MAR

March Seminars

from 9 to 11 a.m. to get your hands dirty!

March Seminars
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path running along the railroad tracks 
adjacent to its parcel. The Downtown 
Development Review Board granted con-
ceptual approval to Ventures’ design during 
a meeting Jan. 19.

An existing 8-foot walkway runs adjacent 
to the bulkhead along the river in front of 
Ventures’ property. In the developer’s design, 
a contiguous 12-foot-wide walkway would 
be built, including landscaping and lighting 
that would extend the Riverwalk to the 
parcel in front of the Aetna Building. 
Ultimately, the Riverwalk would be built to 
connect the Ventures property to the Fuller 
Warren Bridge, running along the river in 
front of the Aetna Building and Baptist and 
Wolfson Hospitals; however, in the mean-
time, a “temporary overland connection” 
along Prudential Drive and Palm Avenue 
is necessary to get users from Prudential 
Drive to the Fuller Warren Bridge (see solid 
blue line on map), said Boyer.

“As Baptist implements plans for rede-
velopment of its parking garage and 
entrance, and explores potential upgrades 
to this section of Palm Avenue, we want 
to keep the opportunity open for this 
temporary connection until funding is 
available to complete the actual Riverwalk 
connection,” Boyer said. “We will, of 
course, need easements from the upland 
owners to obtain the submerged land 
leases necessary to construct the Riverwalk 
in the water – even if there is no direct 
access to their parcels. We have begun 
those conversations,” she said.

Included in its $125 million plans to 
improve the I-10/I-95 interchange area 
near Riverside, the Florida Department 
of Transportation plans to build a $20 
million shared-use path that will run 
adjacent to the south side of the Fuller 
Warren Bridge between Riverside and San 
Marco, which will be dedicated solely for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. The project is 
slated for 2019, said Boyer. 

“We have been in discussion with FDOT 
for a number of years regarding an un-
der-bridge park, similar to RAM, and once 
construction is complete on the bridge 
and the area is no longer required for 
staging, we hope that park/plaza will be 
an anchor for the multi-use path on the 
Southbank,” she said. 

The 12-foot-wide path would have an 
“independent” ramp leading from RAM 
toward the Fuller Warren Bridge before it 
crosses the water and will be separated by 
a traffic barrier, according to Odette Struys, 
a spokesperson for FDOT. As the path nears 
the San Marco side, it will again separate 
from the bridge, forking north and south, 
she said. Those choosing the north fork will 
be provided with a safe avenue to the park 
and Palm Avenue, underneath 1-95’s 
southbound traffic lanes.

Meanwhile, those choosing to go south 
will connect with a ramp leading to a 

dedicated bike and pedestrian path behind 
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care. “Gary 
Street at Palm Avenue is a dangerous and 
difficult intersection for pedestrians and 
cyclists,” Boyer said. “Nemours generously 
agreed to allow the path to be extended 
along its riverfront to get users to the 
less-congested Children’s Way/Nira Street 
linkage. During the approval of the re-
zoning for Baptist/MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, the multi-use path was included 
along the north side of Nira Street as part 
of the site design.” 

Baptist Health will complete construction 
of this portion of the multi-use path during 
construction of its new cancer center and 
parking garage (see solid white line on 
map), she said.

Eventually the path will be connected to 
the Kings Avenue garage, and as future 
development occurs in this area, the city 
plans to incorporate the path in those plans 
as well as any city plans for improvements 
within the right of way (see dashed white 
line on map), Boyer said.  

“The Kings Avenue garage – a public 
parking and transit location – would serve 
users of the path as well,” said Boyer. “From 
the garage, there is access under the 
Overland Bridge to The District, which 
has committed to connect the overland 
and waterfront segments of the loop as 
part of its development plans.” 

The District – Life Well Lived – Jacksonville 
is a multi-use, multi-generational urban 
resort San Marco developers Peter Rummell 
and Michael Munz plan to build on 30 acres 
of land currently owned by the Jacksonville 
Energy Authority (JEA). The District’s plans 
include extending the Southbank Riverwalk 
from the Duval County Public School Board 
administration building along the riverfront 
portion of its property so that pedestrians 
and bicyclists will have access to its shops 
and riverfront restaurants.

In the future, pedestrians will still be able 
to make use of walkways across the Acosta 
and Main Street bridges, Boyer said. She 
also intends for public water taxis to be 
placed at “reasonable” intervals to connect 
upland activity centers along the Southbank 
and Northbank waterfronts (see blue triangles 
on map for existing water taxi stations and 
green triangles for future stations). 

“Of course, this won’t happen overnight. 
But, it won’t happen at all if we don’t have 
a vision that we are implementing step 
by step,” Boyer said, adding that new 
Southbank public parking facilities, a 
future expansion of the Museum of 
Science and History, Riverplace Boulevard 
reconstruction, and docking for recre-
ational boats are all in the works. 

“It is an exciting time on the Southbank, 
driven by private investment and new de-
velopment activity, but with a vision for 
public access and amenities shaping the 
background,” she said.

Building offers 
immediate availability 
to low-income seniors
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

The renovations at The Towers of 
Jacksonville, a riverfront senior living 
facility located at 1400 E. LeBaron Ave. in 
San Marco, are finished and several dozen 
apartments are available to bless older 
residents on a fixed income.

Built in 1972, the former Baptist Towers 
building, a riverfront high-rise adjacent 
to Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, 
was purchased by Retirement Housing 
Foundation, a nonprofit in Long Beach, 
Calif., and its general partner, The Towers 
of Jacksonville, nearly two years ago for 
$10.38 million. 

Soon after the transfer of ownership, the 
Foundation invested $8.5 million to renovate 
the building from top to bottom, replacing 
the plumbing, HVAC, wiring, elevators, 

and other infrastructure. The renovations 
were completed in November 2016.

Included in the renovations were several 
common areas including the laundry 
room, main office, lounge, meeting room, 
library, card room, beauty shop. New 
furniture was purchased for the lounge 
and meeting room. In addition, all 194 
apartments in the 12-story building were 
fully renovated and include new full-size 
appliances, said Cathy Suhor, adminis-
trator of the Towers of Jacksonville.

Although 136 prospective residents 
are on the waiting list, the Towers has 

“immediate availability” for new residents, 
Suhor said. Rent in the apartments 
depends on a senior’s monthly income 
and ranges from $25 to $731 per month, 
she said. Applicants must be at least 62 
years of age to reside in the Towers.

“Some of our residents have million- 
dollar views of the river,” said Suhor. 

“Right now, I have 50 apartments open 
and ready to bless seniors.”

For further information, contact Suhor 
at (904)398-3406, ext. 101, or by email at 
marycatherine.suhor@rhf.org.

Renovations finished at 
Towers of Jacksonville

“Some of our residents have  
million-dollar views of the river.”

— Cathy Suhor, administrator of the Towers of Jacksonville

PRACTICAL AND DISTINCTIVE  
• 4 bedrooms/4.5 bathrooms/4,168 
square feet 

• Updated family home 
• Large spaces ideal for entertaining 
• Lot covered in gorgeous mature 
oak trees 

• Park like backyard with brick patio 
• MLS # 865182 

CHARMING FAMILY COTTAGE 
• 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2,721 
square feet 

• Located in A-rated Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary district 

• Original hardwood & spanish tile 
throughout

• Updated kitchen with high end appliances 
• Private, fenced backyard with pool 
• MLS #867407 

WALK TO SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS 
4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/3,180 
square feet 
• Live new in San Marco
• Beautiful hardwood and terrazzo floors 
throughout 

• Spacious chef’s kitchen 
• Two detached garages  
(workshop or guesthouse)

• MLS # 860105 

Proud Supporter of:

5 bedrooms/3.5 bathrooms/4,271 square feet 
Southern Elegance on the St. Johns River MLS # 867144
Situated on a high bluff overlooking the St. Johns River, this home offers gentle southern breezes from stunning 
wrap around porches. Walls of french doors and windows create gorgeous natural light in nearly every room. 
Spacious rooms and hardwood floors throughout. Three fireplaces and a NEW bulkhead, dock and covered boat 
lift make this the ideal boaters paradise. 

South Ponte Vedra ~ $1,095,000

San Marco ~ $749,900

San Marco ~ $482,000

San Marco ~ $539,000

Cell: 904-923-1511
 Office: 904-739-1626

Email: anita@anitavining.com
© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, 
Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

ENJOY OCEANFRONT SUNRISES  
•  4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/3,041    
 square feet 

•  Located halfway between Ponte   
 Vedra and St. Augustine 

•  Enjoy beautiful sunrises and sunsets
•  Rebuilt in 2015 with upscale finishes 
•  Open floorplan with ocean views 
•  MLS #849785

AnitaVining.com
Selling the Best 

of Jacksonville...
RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT

Riverfront San Marco ~ $2,395,000

Call Anita for information 
on privately listed 

homes for sale.

1983 San Marco Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL

In a special evening to benefit  
Theatre Jacksonville, Elizabeth Gilbert, 

beloved author of Eat, Pray, Love 
celebrates her newest book, 

Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear.

produced in 
association with

PURCHASE TICKETS  
online at www.FloridaTheatre.com 
or call 904.355.2787

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 @ 7:30PM



We’re in your 
neighborhood.

Watson San Marco Collection

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965

View more of our Jacksonville Properties at Wa t s o n R e a l t y C o r p. c o m 904.731.5800

Charming updated one story in Goodbys Cove
8777 Celia Ct. • 3 bedrooms/2 baths • 1,768 sqft

$229,900 • MLS 853389 • (904) 731-5800

Watson Executive Showcase

MEET OUR AGENTS

One of East Hampton largest lots on a cul-de-sac 
Large lot and  screened patio pool with waterfall.

10538 Gatewood Glen Ct • 5 bedrooms/3.5 baths •3,460 sqft
$415,000 • MLS 844313 • (904) 731-5800

Fully Remodeled
2520 Ocie St • 2bedrooms/1 bath •768 sqft

$85,000 • MLS 863853 • (904) 731-5800

Fabulous Mandarin Home 
1825 Grassington Way N • 3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • 2,055 sqft

$325,000 •  MLS868160  
Butler/Corbett Team • 904-716-7863

Hardwood floors. Updated kitchen. Tongue & groove ceilings.
1636 Kingswood Rd • 3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • 1,697 sqft

$325,000 •  MLS868713  • 904-731-5800
Butler/Corbett Team • 904-716-7863

Ready to start a career  
in real estate?  

Contact me for a consultation.

 To be built by Tidewater Homes on New Rose Creek
1436 Swan Ln  •  3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths  •  2,713 sqft

MLS 851327 • $679,000
Butler/Corbett Team • 904-716-7863

For fifty years, our customers have allowed us to be a part 
of making their dream home a reality.

Gonzalo Mejia,  
Vice-President/Managing Broker  

904.731.5800

1150 SPANISH BAY CT 
$420,000
Magnificent executive home in Eagle Landing in desirable Oakleaf area. Open 
floor plan with tile floors in living areas. Large gourmet kitchen. Master bedroom 
in first floor. Media room equipment is included with the home. Backyard backs to 
preserved area.

MLS 866461. Michael Leachman (904) 309-2000

Legendary Quality Service Since 1965
800.257.5143 •  WatsonRealtyCorp.com

Laura Lander
904-673-2526

Jennifer Grunewald
904-608-8410 

(speaks Spanish)

Butler/Corbett Team
904-716-7863

Joshua Rosenberg
904-707-9070

Bruce Homeyer
904-349-1390

Joseph Poletto
401-450-9720

Liz Reiman
904-535-8686

(speaks Portuguese)

Eleana Carrion
904-476-8682

(speaks Spanish)

Michael Leachman
904-309-2000

(speaks German)

Charles & Lorna Anno
904-993-7487/904-485-0675

SOLD IN 3 DAYS
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By Lilla Ross 
Resident Community News

Residents could get a better understanding 
of how many trees grow in Jacksonville if 
the City Council approves the funding for 
a comprehensive survey of the tree canopy.

Last month the city Environmental 
Protection Board approved a $103,000 
proposal from Greenscape and Public Trust 
Environmental Legal Institute of Florida 
for a citywide tree survey. The measure must 
be approved by the City Council, which 
could take three or four months. 

“The biggest reason to do this is that it 
creates a baseline,” said John November, 
executive director of Public Trust. “It gives 
us data about where trees are and what 
could be planted. This will help the city 
make sound strategic decisions about 
where to plant trees that will have the 
greatest impact.”

Inventories of trees in neighborhoods 
and parks have been done in the past. For 
instance, Groundwork and the University 
of North Florida recently inventoried trees 
in Springfield and Eastside as part of the 
Tree Rx urban forestry plan.

The proposed survey, by Plan-It Geo, is 
different because it is comprehensive and 
will use geospatial technology that will 
analyze data from an aerial perspective, 
November said. It would take about a 
month to complete.

The survey data would be available to 
the city and to organizations like the San 
Marco Preservation Society for use in 
making strategic decisions about where 
to plant trees.

Strategic planting of trees is a key 
urban planning tool because trees increase 
the economic value of property and 
reduce energy use, air pollution and 
stormwater runoff.

Jacksonville’s trees are being lost to storms, 
development and disease like the fungus 
that ravaged red bays. Others have come to 
the end of their natural life, like the water 
oaks planted after World War II.

Local groups protect canopy

Periodically, several groups have made 
efforts to build the tree canopy. 

Greenscape has planted over 350,000 
trees since 1975 and sponsors the annual 
flowering tree sale each spring. This year 
it is hosting a daylong Tree Festival 
Saturday, April 1 at Metropolitan Park, 
1410 Gator Bowl Blvd., where it will give 
away 5,000 trees.

The local Sierra Club chapter is making 
the restoration of the tree canopy one of 
its priorities through a community edu-
cation effort.

Greenscape and Scenic Jacksonville 
launched the JaxDigsTrees initiative in 2015 
to encourage residents to plant trees on 
private property.

The yearlong initiative was a celebration 
of the 15th anniversary of the passage of 
the amendment to the city charter to preserve 
and protect trees. 

Under city law, developers are required to 
protect certain trees, replace those they cut 
down or pay into a city tree mitigation fund. 
Money from the fund can be used to plant 
trees around the city, such as the initiative 
to plant native trees at all public schools.

In 2015 Public Trust filed a complaint 
against the city for failing to enforce the 
amendment and a city tree ordinance.

November said the tree survey would 
help the city make good use of the $10 
million in the fund.

Joe Anderson, forester for JEA, applauds 
any effort to protect and grow the tree 
canopy because trees are an important part 

of the city infrastructure, helping reduce 
energy consumption and stormwater runoff.

A mature shade tree on the south side of 
a house in Jacksonville can reduce energy 
consumption by as much as 20 percent, 
Anderson said.

Strategically planting trees in San Marco 
will help the area manage some of the issues 
created by the building boom that is underway. 
The new residential and commercial devel-
opments will mean more pollution from 
traffic and more heat and stormwater from 
pavement. But trees can help offset those 
problems, Anderson said.

Rain that falls on pavement has nowhere 
to go but into drainage sewers, and in San 
Marco the street sewers lead straight to 
the river.

But the leaves of a tree slow down rain 
as it falls, reducing flooding, and the roots 
help the soil absorb the rain and slow down 
its flow, Anderson said. Even a tree island 
in a parking lot or median can soak up some 
of the stormwater.

“If you think about a tree, it’s a natural 
pump with pipes and fibers,” Anderson 
said. “The roots will reach into the available 
space, find the water, send it up through 
the trunk and branches and out the leaves 
into the air. Without that pump, the water 
would be lost.

“You look at clouds, that’s water vapor 
and a lot of it comes from trees,” Anderson 

said. “A mature oak can release 80 gallons 
of water a day.”

In areas of San Marco that are prone to 
flooding, improving drainage is part of the 
answer, Anderson said. Planting more trees 
is the other part.

November said he hopes the information 
from the tree survey will help people think 
differently about the canopy.

“This will help us create a tree culture in 
Jacksonville,” November said. “It will help 
lead the way in revolutionizing the way 
people see trees in the community, to take 
ownership and to help the city grow to the 
next level. 

“We already have a lot of success, we have 
a lot of issues, and we have a lot of potential, 
but we need the community to step up.”

A tree, like this huge beauty in Alexandria Oaks Park, is an important part of Jacksonville’s infrastructure.

Tree canopy survey will help create a tree culture

The value of a tree
Calculate how much a tree saves 

you using the National Tree 
Benefit Calculator:  

http://treebenefits.com/calculator. 
You’ll need to know the species 

and its diameter. 
To see how much pollution a 
tree can process, check out  
www.itreetools.org/mytree.

“This will help the city make sound strategic 
decisions about where to plant trees that will 

have the greatest impact.”
— John November, executive director of Public Trust

• Low & High Risk Obstetrics
• Well Woman Exams
• Adolescent/Pediatric  

Gynecology
• Menopause/Hormone 

Replacement Therapy
• Abnormal Pap Smears
• Contraception (including 

IUD & Nexplanon)
• Abnormal Uterine  

Bleeding/Fibroids

• Endometrial Ablation
• Pelvic Pain
• Sexual Dysfunction
• Reproductive Medicine  

& Infertility
• Incontinence & Prolapse
• In-Office Surgery
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Robotic Surgery
• 3D/4D Ultrasound

We provide complete Obstetrical
& Gynecological Care including:

SAN MARCO AT BAPTIST DOWNTOWN
836 Prudential Drive, Suite 1202 | Jacksonville, FL

MANDARIN-SOUTH AT JULINGTON CREEk
12110 San Jose Boulevard | Jacksonville, FL 904.208.2550

A Lifetime of Good Health
W. David Boyd, MD Lindsay DeNicola Foutz, MDCatherine Joy McIntyre, MD

Lisa M. Rhoad, ARNP E. Reagan Thomas, ARNP Leslie McPartland, ARNP

Staci Tanouye, MD Rahil Malik, MD Joette E. Anderson, ARNP

NORTH       FLORIDA 

BApTIsT 2 DIvIsION

Creative Grain Studio is a DIY Crafting Studio located in beautiful San Marco. 
Join us for public and private classes. creativegrainstudio.com.

We’re Moving!
Join us at our NEW Studio at 1814 Hendricks Ave.

for our Grand Opening

April 7th & 8th
• Free Craft Saturday •

• Refreshments •
• Discounted Workshops •
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New facility needed 
to address increase in 
sexual assaults
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Each year The Women’s Center of 
Jacksonville hosts an appreciation event to 
thank its major donors and sponsors for 
their ongoing support. Although the Choc-
olate and Champagne Reception this year 
followed Valentine’s Day by a week, it was 
no less sweet to unveil a new community 
initiative and expansion plan.

In October 2014, the Women’s Center 
took over the City of Jacksonville Victim 
Services Center on 10th Street to provide 
sexual assault forensic exams to survivors 
of sexual violence age 18 or older. In two 
years, the Springfield-based center had 
outgrown the demand. 

“We are responding to a community need. 
Sexual assault is a community issue,” said 
Teresa Miles, Women’s Center executive 
director. “We have seen a 25 percent increase 
in sexual assaults in the fourth quarter 2016 
over 2015.” 

To address the need, the Center purchased 
another building specifically to house the 
sexual assault forensic exams.  

The state-of-the art facility at 5300 Emerson 
Street will include a forensic lab, sexual 
assault examiners, showers, counseling 
rooms, and will serve all genders, victims 
and adult survivors of sexual abuse as 
children. There is absolutely no cost to the 
survivors beginning to end, including one 

Women’s Center announces community initiative to expand

year of free counseling, said Miles. “We 
wanted to improve the environment for 
survivors, so they can walk in and know 
they are safe here.”

The idea, which has been percolating 
prior to Miles’ taking the leadership 
position in 2016, is a $3 million project 
that includes $500,000 for the purchase 
of and renovations to the 28-year-old 
former office building on the Southside, 
as well as funding for long-term opera-
tions sustainability. 

“With every program we started, we really 
looked long term. We don’t want to start a 
program we don’t think we can sustain,” 
said Sharón Simmons, board member and 
a member of the Women’s Giving Alliance. 

“The main issue for funders is sustainability. 
We didn’t want to take this one on unless 
we knew we could sustain it.”

Simmons and former executive director 
Shirley Webb had independently come 
across the office building last summer and 
both knew it could be a good fit for the 
Women’s Center.

Right off I-95, near Beach Boulevard and 
Spring Glen Road, with two bus stops nearby, 
the new victim services center offers easy 
access for Duval County clients as well as 
those from Baker and Nassau Counties.

The down payment on the building was 
made possible through the last of a 
$500,000 challenge grant made by the 
Delores Barr Weaver Fund three years 
ago, but the financial need doesn’t stop 
with the purchase.

“We’re not just raising money to pay off 
the loan or for the renovations, but to have 
a state-of-the-art facility for years to come,” 
Miles said, referring to future fundraising 
efforts as a community initiative. “Our intent 
is to bring the community together to do 
this brick by brick.”

Jan Gallagher, Shirley Webb, Cheryl AnthonyLaura Vanzee, John and Merry-Carol Duce

Duval County arts and cultural orga-
nizations interested in applying to the 
2017-2018 Cultural Service Grant Program 
(CSGP) need to submit a Letter of Intent 
to the Cultural Council of Greater 
Jacksonville by Tuesday, March 7.

The required first step in the grant 
process, the Letter of Intent form is 
available and must be submitted online 
through the Cultural Council’s website 
at www.culturalcouncil.org.

Simmons, who has expertise in real estate 
law, was instrumental in helping find the 
building, negotiate the purchase, set up 
building inspections, review the contracts 
and loan documents, and participate in a 
lengthy due diligence process before taking 
the potential purchase to the board in 
September 2016.

“They authorized us to negotiate up to a 
certain price, and we were able to get it 
below that,” said Simmons.

The Women’s Center is planning to meet 
in the next month with architects and 
contractors to begin the renovation process, 
so there is no timeline yet for occupancy. 

“Some of our Rape Recovery Team advocates 
will move into the new space after it has 
been renovated,” said Miles.

Cultural Service Grant 
Program Letters of 
Intent due March 7

Almost $2.5 million was awarded to 25 
organizations in 2016-2017, administered 
on behalf of the City of Jacksonville by 
the Cultural Council to provide public 
support to arts and cultural organizations 
which contribute to the quality of life of 
Jacksonville’s residents. 

Awards are granted based on quality of 
programs, exploration of innovative ideas 
and programming, community impact, 
need for the organization in the community, 
community outreach and service to 
culturally-diverse populations, and man-
agement capability of board and staff.

For more information, visit www.cul-
turalcouncil.org.

State Farm® is #1 in individual life policies* because people trust us to help protect their 
families and the moments that are most important in life. Let’s explore your options.
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Helping you protect your #1.

We’re honored to be #1 
in life insurance.

1506555
State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), 

Bloomington, IL

*Ranking and data provided by SNL Financial based on reported individual ordinary life insurance policies in force as of year-end 2014.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave
Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206
cam.anderson.hf1a@statefarm.com

Kathy Scott Insurance Agcy Inc
Kathy Scott, Agent
6018 San Jose Blvd
Jacksonville, FL  32217
Bus: 904-730-3665

F R E D 
M I L L E R 
G R O U P
R E A L T O R S

Ted Miller
904.463.1731

1320 RiveR Oaks ROad     $995,000
New ListiNg 4/4.5, over 3,600 sf + 2 car garage on 80’ lot. 

Turn-key, amazing renovation & addition.

1727 kiNGsWOOd ROad     $265,000
CharmiNg briCk buNgaLow 3/1.5, 1696 sf, on a beautiful 
street within walking distance to the shops & restaurants of san Marco. 

Lindsey J. Barton
904.318.6911

904.388.0000 | 888.886.6160
fredmillergroup.com

#welovecallingjacksonvillehome

Working with home 
buyers & sellers throughout 

Northeast Florida 
for over two decades.

First Tuesday of every month | 6:30-8:00pm | $20

March 7 Beer Ingredient Series: Hops 
April 4 Beer Ingredient Series: Yeast 
May 2 Craft Beer 101

ClAss is in session

1035 park street | 904.575.4951

Register online: www.alewifebottleshop.com/beerschool
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By Lilla Ross 
Resident Community News

Fifty years ago, Jacksonville dumped 15 
million gallons of raw sewage and 90 million 
gallons of industrial waste into the St. Johns 
River – every day – and thought nothing of it. 

“If you fall in the St. Johns, you’ll die of 
pollution before you drown,” Gov. Claude 
Kirk was known to say. And he wasn’t 
kidding. In 1971 the city health depart-
ment warned that anyone swimming in 
the river downtown could contract 27 
communicable diseases, according to 
news reports at that time.

The river was dying, and no one cared. 
A few years later, in 1969, Jacksonville 

Mayor Hans Tanzler called foul.
He vowed to clean up the river, but it 

wouldn’t come cheap. Tanzler wanted a 
$90 million bond issue plus federal money 
to install pipelines to divert sewage to 
new treatment plants, according to news 
reports. Taxpayers responded with a 
recall campaign.

Tanzler persisted and, 40 years ago, in 
1977 celebrated the cleanup with the first 
River Day Festival by skiing under the 
Main Street and Acosta Bridges with a 
couple of beauties from the Cypress Gardens 
Water Ski show.

There was a lot to celebrate. The city had 
spent $154 million to build three treatment 
plants, close 78 sewage outfalls and lay 150 
miles of sewer lines, according to news 
reports. New regulations required permits 
and set fines for violations. 

The St. Johns, though far from clean, had 
gotten a new lease on life and, the city was 
starting to think of it less as a toilet and 
more as an asset.

After Tanzler left office, during the 
1980s the St. Johns River became the focus 
of development – Metropolitan Park, the 
Jacksonville Landing, the Riverwalk, and 
residential high-rises were built. The river 
became the backdrop for the Riverside 
Arts Market. And, aerial glamour shots 
taken during Jaguars games in the 1990s 
gave the city and the nation a new angle 
on the river.

Over the decades, the St. Johns has gone 
from being a dump to an asset to a resource. 
And it entered the 21st century with two 
new allies – Mayor John Peyton and the St. 
Johns Riverkeeper.

In 2006, the city, JEA and the state 
Department of Environmental Protection 
signed the River Accord, committing $700 
million to improve the health of the river 
by upgrading treatment plants, eliminating 
failing septic tanks, capturing and treating 
stormwater. The goal was to bring the 
nutrient level in the river down to below 
state and federal standards.

Forty years after first river cleanup, St. Johns River still ‘troubled waters’
Riverfront plans  
good for river’s future

A major effort, initiated by City Council 
President Lori Boyer, is under way to improve 
public access to the river with the creation 
of a Maritime Management Plan. A team 
from Jacksonville University, the University 
of North Florida and the Northeast Florida 
Regional Planning Council has been col-
lecting information for the project.

A survey of more than 750 residents last 
year found that 65 percent of the respondents 
had accessed the river using a boat ramp, 
park or fishing pier within the previous 
month. More access points are in the works, 
such as the floating dock installed recently 
at Wayne B. Stevens Park in Ortega Farms.

Also in the works are design standards 
that will be critical as plans progress to 
develop the downtown riverfront.

The Downtown Investment Authority 
is accepting proposals for the redevelop-
ment of the riverfront, including the 
Shipyards, after rejecting most of Jaguar 
owner Shahid Khan’s proposal late last 
year. In the meantime, Khan’s amphitheater 
project at EverBank Field, Daily’s Place, 
is expected to be complete by May with 
the first concert July 1.

After many years of planning and 
fundraising, the Cold War-era guided 
missile frigate USS Charles F. Adams is 
expected to arrive in May to begin its new 
life at the Shipyards as the only warship 
museum in Florida.

The Florida Times-Union’s riverfront 
property on Riverside Avenue is for sale, 
and Peter Rummell and Michael Munz are 
moving ahead with plans for a residential 
development on 30 acres on the Southbank.

Jimmy Orth, executive director of the 
St. Johns Riverkeeper, said the development 
that is going into downtown is the best 
type because it is redevelopment.

“The infrastructure is already there,” Orth 
said. “You’re not eliminating natural features 
that provide ecological benefits.”

And the new projects will provide more 
ways for people in Jacksonville to develop 
a relationship with the St. Johns, he said.

“People don’t use the river enough,” Orth 
said. “If they’re not using it they won’t care 
about it and feel passionate about it.”

River health still faces challenges

In the past decade, major progress has 
been made. For instance, JEA upgraded 
treatment plants and reduced nitrogen 
discharge by 1.6 million pounds a year.

But in older neighborhoods like San 
Marco and Riverside, stormwater from 
lawns and streets goes straight into the river, 
Orth said. And failing septic tanks around 

the city, including Miramar, are releasing 
fecal coliform into the river.

The latest challenges facing the river 
are chronicled in the Riverkeeper’s new 
documentary, “Troubled Waters” and the 
annual State of the River Report, issued 
by Jacksonville University and the University 
of North Florida. 

The St. Johns is still polluted. Now the 
big problem is too many nutrients – ni-
trogen and phosphorus – from fertilizer 
and not enough oxygen, ideal conditions 
for algae bloom that are harmful to humans 
and wildlife.

The water and sediment are contaminated 
with pesticides, hydrocarbons like polychlor 
biphenyl or PCB, from industry, and metals 
like copper, cadmium, nickel and arsenic, 
byproducts of coal-fire electric plants.

Microplastics have been added to the list 
of pollutants. The Riverkeeper and the 

Marine Science Research Institute at JU 
have launched a new effort to identify them.

Some of these problems will require 
millions of dollars and new governmental 
policies. Others can be achieved with low-
tech solutions and behavior changes.

“Some of them are easy and effective,” 
Orth said. “Reduce or eliminate your lawn 
and replace it with native plants. Reduce 
or eliminate fertilizers and pesticides.”

Planting trees or creating bioswales, like 
the one in front of the San Marco Library, 
can help reduce stormwater runoff and filter 
pollution. Using water permeable paving, 
like the parking lot at Cummer Museum 
and Gardens, also can reduce runoff.

And then there’s the annual cleanup when 
thousands of volunteers who collect tons 
of trash and debris from along the river. 
The cleanup is part of River Month, estab-
lished a decade ago by Mayor John Peyton.

Come out for annual river cleanup
This year’s river cleanup and celebration is from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, March 25, 
at sites around the city, including these in the urban core and historic districts:

• Azalea Creek at Boone Park, 3700 Park St. 
• Fishweir Creek, Fishweir Park
• Ray Ware Door Stop, 4048 Herschel St.
• Historic Murray Hill, Murray Hill Library, 918 Edgewood Ave. S. 
• Memorial Park, 1620 Riverside Ave. 
• Northbank Riverwalk at Sydney J. Gefen Park, 505 Alfred duPont Place
• Yacht Basin Park, 2941 St. Johns Ave.
• Hollybrook Park, King Street at McCoys Creek Boulevard
• Klutho Park, West 2nd St. at Boulevard St. 
• Balis Park, 1987 San Marco Blvd.
• River Oaks Park at Craig Creek, 1000 River Oaks Rd. 
• Southside Park, 1513 LaSalle St.

Established 1981 • DMS7-G

904.387.4814
www.bwmarineconstruction.com

Dock Repairs
New Construction
Piling Repair & Replacement
Bulkheads
Boat Li Experts
Gazebos & Nature Walks

“We Build e Best 
and Fix e Rest”

By getting out on the water, we will

•	 Showcase	the	recreational	and	economic	
	 benefits	provided	by	the	river.

•	 Demonstrate	support	for	a	clean	and	
	 healthy	St.	Johns.  

Join	a	scheduled	trip	or
organize your own! 

Learn	more	at
www.savethestjohns.org.

Paddling	trips,	eco-tours	and	outings	
will	be	available	throughout	the

St.	Johns	River	watershed.

MaRch	18	–	aPRiL	2

#ACTIVATETHERIVER

17-1092_SJRK-ActivateTheRiver.indd   1 2/27/17   3:20 PM
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

If Kris Barnes of Granada has her way, 
the well-used statement ‘It takes a village’ 
will apply to seniors and not just to the 
concept of raising children. 

Barnes and nine friends who hail from 
San Marco, San Jose, Lakewood, and the 
Southbank are in the process of researching 
whether it makes sense to establish a 
Village to Village network in the San 
Marco community. By establishing Village 
to Village, a new concept in senior living, 
it is their hope to provide the community 
with a  membership-based,  neigh-
bor-to-neighbor nexus, to help themselves 
as well as other nearby older residents 
stay active in their homes and their com-
munities longer and not have to consider 
moving to a retirement community.

“My interest in forming a Village to Village 
is that I want to be able to stay in my home 
as long as possible, barring some medical 
thing that pulls me out,” Barnes said. “And 
I want it to be as easy for my children as 
possible. I’ve helped a lot of elderly relatives 
in my family – they had no children – 
because I was the only one who could help. 
It’s hard to help everybody out and take 
care of your children and your life. It can 

be real complicated. The more resources 
we have as we age, the better we’ll be.”

During a seminar about the Village 
concept sponsored by the Community 
Advisory Council (CAC) of the AgeWell 
Institute of Baptist Health Feb.3, Barnes 
met several like-minded seniors, including 
Joanne Hickox of Seniors on a Mission, 
Sabina Meyer of San Jose, Gloria Miller of 
Lakewood, Ellen and Jay Sherline and Max 
and Norma Hedgecoth of San Marco, Cindy 
Vallely, executive director of the City’s 
Council on Elder Affairs, and Madeline 
Scales-Taylor of the Southbank.

More than 50 nonprofit representatives 
and other stakeholders of organizations 
that cater to Jacksonville’s senior community 
came to hear Natalie Galucia, executive 
director of the Village to Village Network, 
and Gloria Niec, executive director of 
Celebrations Thriving in Place Village in 
Orlando, give insights about what it takes 
to get a Village network up and running.

The Village concept was born on Boston’s 
Beacon Hill in 2001, when a group of res-
idents founded a nonprofit called Beacon 
Hill Village so they could inexpensively 
access necessary services from their homes 
and not be forced into assisted living com-
munities. Today there are currently 200 
open Villages in the United States and more 
than 150 in development in 45 states and 

the District of Columbia, said Dr. Kenneth 
A. Tannenbaum, chair of CAC. 

Developing Villages within major cities 
is going to be important in the future, because 
with the Baby Boom generation aging out, 
soon there will be more adults 65 and older 
than can be accommodated by existing 
retirement communities, Galucia said.

Villages are an inexpensive, easy way for 
communities to address the challenges 
connected with aging, she said. Villages 
focus on the whole person and allow seniors 
to break down a sense of isolation and 
more easily find ways to socialize and have 
a sense of connectedness while living in 
their own homes.

For a Village to work, residents need to 
have a strong desire to care for themselves. 
Villages usually begin within small, geo-
graphically-based neighborhoods and are 
comprised of members who have the goal 
of consolidating and coordinating essential 
services within the Village network, such 
as transportation, hands-on assistance 
within the home if needed, yardwork, 
bookkeeping and/or social activities, Galucia 
said. Villages often provide lists of approved 
home-maintenance contractors, some of 
which may provide discounts to members. 
By relying on a mixture of paid and volunteer 
help, members receive the same kind of 
assistance they would have living in a re-
tirement community but without uprooting 
themselves from their homes.

The key to the Village concept is volun-
teerism, Galucia explained. Most programs 
and services are provided through well-vetted, 
volunteer-based, neighbor-to-neighbor, 
pay-it-forward mutual support, although 
some Villages have paid employees, she said.

Villages are funded through membership 
dues, which typically range around $450 
annually per individual, $650 per household 
and $90 for low-income members, as well 
as grants and donations. Dues can be 
broken down into monthly payments, 
Galucia said, noting the average Village 
raises approximately 40 to 60 percent of 
its funding through donations and grants. 
How a Village is organized and what services 
it provides are flexible and tailored to the 
membership’s needs, she said.

Galucia’s national organization, the 
Village to Village Network, provides online 
resources, education, and expertise to assist 
community members in establishing and 
managing their Villages. 

Barnes’ group met at her home Feb. 17 to 
discuss how to get started. They decided to 
obtain a membership in the national Village 
to Village network for six months at a cost 
of $100, which Janet Owens, CEO of the 
Local Initiatives Support Coalition (LISC), 
agreed to cover. Once they have joined the 
national organization, 11 members of their 
planning committee will have access to its 
website and support, Barnes said.

The group also agreed to canvas resi-
dents in San Marco and its surrounding 
neighborhoods to determine interest in 
the program. Jay Sherline mentioned that 
Jacksonville, large as it is, is a natural for 
the Village concept in that it is already 
divided into neighborhoods. Barnes said 
some housing communities, such as her 
mother’s condo building, Six Thousand 
on the River, can be considered a sort of 

“village” in that neighbors and friends often 
help each other. 

“We’re not trying to be caregivers,” said 
Ellen Sherline. “We are not medical, and 
this will not be Meals on Wheels. This will 
centralize and organize services so one 
person will not be called every time.” Her 
husband agreed, saying, “This is the defi-
nition of being a good neighbor. If we get 
neighbors to know each other and have 
people vetted so they can drive you, bring 
a meal once in a while, or help change a 
lightbulb, it will be great. If you get a ride 
for $15 or $20 it is cheaper than having a 
car and less expensive than doing things 
alone or going into assisted living if you 
don’t have to.”

Although the Baptist Health AgeWell 
Institute introduced the program by hosting 
Galucia and Niec with the hopes of spawning 
more than one grassroots effort within 
Jacksonville’s neighborhoods, it has no 
plans of being anything more than a catalyst 
in setting up individual Villages, said 
Tannebaum. “We can’t do it. The only way 
to do it is to get it started by the people 
who live there who want to do it,” he said.

In speaking with Toni Bonfilli, Baptist 
AgeWell’s coordinator of community en-
gagement, Jay Sherline said the institute has 
since received several email inquiries, but 
so far no group has moved ahead like the 
group in San Marco.

Sherline said he has asked AgeWell if it 
could supply a geographic overlay of San 
Marco to help the group define its bound-
aries as well as a demographic breakdown 
of the San Marco neighborhood by age to 
help define the group’s needs. 

Baptist is also willing to supply meeting 
space, technological support, and food and 
drink to assist neighborhood groups as they 
organize their Villages, said Audrey Moran, 
senior vice president, Baptist Health Social 
Responsibility & Community Advocacy at 
the close of the meeting.

Anyone interested in becoming a part of 
the San Marco area Village should contact the 
planning group at V2VSanMarco@gmail.com. 

Aging in Place

San Marco area 
residents seek to set up 
neighbor-to-neighbor 
Village community

Kris Barnes, Max and Norma Hedgecoth, Gloria Miller, Jay Sherline, Sabina Meyer, Ellen Sherline and 
Madeline Scales-Taylor. (Not pictured: Joanne Hickox and Cindy Vallely)

Impressions

As it all comes together, 
let us help you make the best 

first impressions, from the 
Save the Date to 

the Invitation.

Since 1986, making unforgettable special occasions & unique moments last forever.

Call us & experience the difference of shopping locally!

              Personalized Stationery & Calligraphy
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Baby & Kids • Bar & Bat Mitzvah

904-396-6195 | 1957 San Marco Blvd.
www.impressions-sanmarco.com
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Harby Jewelers
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5009 RIVER BEND DR UNIT #B
4//3/1-2,811 sqft. SOLD by Anita Vining! Riverfront gated 
community brings you to this Gorgeous 3-story Townhome 
in desirable neighborhood, Old San Jose On The River. Rear 
entry 2 car attached spacious garage brings you into first 
floor & offers bedroom/office w/full bath & laundry room.

1342 JEAN CT
3/2-1,631 sqft. SOLD by Lynne Ferguson! Light, 
bright and move in ready bungalow awaits new 
owner! Recent updates include spacious kitchen with 
Shaker white cabinetry, abundant storage, stainless 
steel appliances, tile floors and granite counters.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 1002 - $285,000
2/2-1,151 sqft. CATCH THE BEST PRICE WHILE YOU 
CAN!! Beautiful 2/2 with DEN!! Rent on this beauty 
would be appx. $1900 - HOA - taxes = apprx. 
$900 per month PROFIT, thus GREAT investment or 
permanent oasis! 

1147 GREENRIDGE RD - $595,000
4/3/1-2,628 sqft. Why remodel when you can 
purchase this tastefully 2014 renovated home on a 
desirable street in coveted San Marco? Gorgeous 
newly refinished hardwood floors in foyer, living 
room, dining room & kitchen.

SOLDSOLD

2783 SOUTH PONTE VEDRA BLVD
3/3-1,890 sqft. SOLD by Lynne Ferguson! Enjoy 
gorgeous sunrises and cool ocean breezes on 75’ 
of ocean front property in desirable South Ponte 
Vedra Beach. Endless updating possibilities to make 
it your own.

LOT 12 CAMELLIA OAKS LN
VACANT LOT SOLD by Anita Vining! Great 
opportunity to build your dream home in beautiful 
established neighborhood in San Jose. Surrounded 
by beautiful trees and custom built homes. Lots of 
potential. No timeline to build.

948 OLD GROVE MANOR - $549,000
4/4-3,722 sqft. Walk inside this Perfect Family 
Home and make it your own. Spacious Foyer 
opens to formal living room. Family room features 
brick fireplace, wet bar, and sliding glass doors to 
beautiful patio and lushly landscapped backyard.

6730 EPPING FOREST WAY 105 - $750,000
2/2-2,660 sqft. Welcome to one of Jacksonville’s 
most beautiful communities of Epping Forest. The 
Woodford Building originally built and every unit 
designed by each home owner is truly one of the 
most elegant and well built condo buildings available.

1025 ORIENTAL GARDENS RD - $749,900
4/4/1-4,168 sqft. Growing Family? Looking for a 
place to make lifelong memories? This original family 
home has been lovingly cared for and renovated/
updated w/added square footage keeping family, 
friends, and entertaining in mind.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 3602 – 1.8MM
3/3/1-4,244 sqft. Most prestigious penthouse at the 
most upscale address in Jacksonville!! The moment 
you step off the elevator into your private foyer, 
you know you’re in a special place! Gracious and 
spacious layout with 12’’ ceilings throughout.

4440 HEAVEN TREES RD - $2.395MM
5/3/1-4,271 sqft. Traditional elegance in this southern style 
riverfront, wrapped with inviting porches that offer constant 
river breezes. Gorgeous hardwood floors flow throughout 
first and second floors. Wake up to gorgeous views from 
Master bedroom suite conveniently located on first floor.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 3004 - $835,000
3/3/1-2,486 sqft. Exquisite views and space, 
coupled with the best price of largest 3BR’s!!! 
Very lightly lived in! Three Master Suites, upgraded 
marble throughout private elevator foyer, grand hall 
and kitchen.

4014 BARCELONA AVE - $482,000
2/2-2,721 sqft. Come Home to Comfort! Step inside to 
one of the most adorable homes. Original hardwood & 
Spanish Tile floors flow throughout. Spacious Kitchen 
and updated Baths. Beautiful Kitchen features granite 
countertops, breakfast area, wine cooler.

820 CEDAR ST - $285,000
3/3-2,220 sqft. Huge Price Reduction! Welcome 
to stunning river views and breath taking sunsets, 
Don’t miss this one of a kind, three-story unit with 
panoramic waterfront views! This end unit is just 
steps away from the St John’s River.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 1410 - $595,000
3/2-1,878 sqft. SOLE OPPORTUNITY FOR 3 Bedroom 
AT THE PENINSULA at the price! Breathtaking views 
and thoughtful upgrades!! Need we say more? 
Beautiful hard wood floors, custom window shades, 
built-in storage cabinetry!

2722 HENDRICKS AVE - $539,000
4/3-3,180 sqft. Like NEW home in the heart of San 
Marco. Stately All brick 2 story features beautiful 
hardwood and terrazzo floors. Enter through 
architecturally designed heavy wooden door into 
Center Hall gallery which divides living room.

SOLD SOLD
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Although there may be some debate 
among real estate brokers as to whether the 
temperature of the housing market in the 
historic districts is “hot,” “super hot,” or 
merely “warming,” one thing is for certain: 
inventory is low and well-located properties, 
in good condition and which are priced 
right, do not sit on the market for very long.

“Things are selling quickly, especially 
homes that are priced well. My last couple 
of listings have received multiple offers in 
the first week. One was under contract in 
the first five days,” said Laney Smith, 
founder and broker with Cowford Realty 
and Design in 5 Points. 

Sheron Willson, broker-manager of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Florida Network Realty in Avondale, 
agreed. “It’s a really good market as far 
as properties are selling quickly. Most 
are less than 90 days,” she said. “What’s 
significant is that inventory is low. When 
properties come on the market and are 
properly positioned, which includes 
condition and pricing, they will sell very 
quickly, sometimes even before they are 
officially on the market.”

After suffering from the devastating 
real estate recession in 2007, it has taken 
housing values in the historic districts 
nearly 10 years to recover. Fred Miller, 
CEO, broker/owner of Fred Miller Group 
Realtors in Ortega, describes the market 
as “warming up,” saying the future shows 
great promise due to seller confidence. 

“The climate for appreciation for 
residential real estate values is getting 

better by the month,” Miller said. “Home 
sellers are coming into the market. In 
a year or two it will be a full-blown 
increase in values, and it is getting faster 
and stronger as you go east in Jacksonville, 
however, oceanfront values are not back 
yet,” he explained. 

“From Amelia Island to St. Augustine, 
it is as high as it has ever been, and it has 
surpassed values since 2007, but oceanfront 
has not,” he continued, noting one ocean-
front property, which was listed in Ponte 
Vedra at $15 million, only sold for $5 
million. “Riverfront values are going up 
faster than non-riverfront, but they are 
not rocketing up. Recovery is still nascent. 
It’s not like striking gold.”

“If you compare the market now to 
2005-2006, which was the hottest market, 
this is not that hot,” said Gonzalo Mejia, 

broker associate at Watson Realty 
Corporation’s San Marco/San Jose office. 

“But if something is listed at the right price, 
trust me, it will be gone.”

Jeff Chefan, CEO at Manormor Sotheby’s 
International Realty in San Jose, also 
concurs. “The confidence level in the 
marketplace is there,” he said. “But it’s 
tough to do a blanket statement that it 
is hot.”

The market is scalding in Nocatee where 
the number of houses sold in 2016 rose 103 
percent over the year before, and also in 
Northeast St. Johns County where it is 
impossible to find a vacant lot on the ocean 
for less than $3 million, Chefan said.

“Meanwhile on the river here, it is difficult 
to find an 8,000-square-foot home for that 

Continued on page 13
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progress
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Continued on page 14

price,” he explained. “We sold an 8,500-square-
foot home with two acres of land on the 
river for $3.5 million. Prior to the crash, 
River Road and Ponte Vedra Boulevard 
were comparable in values to land and home. 
When you say the market is hot, it depends 
on what area, price point and product. Is it 
a resale, land or new construction?”

In Jacksonville, as a whole, overall sales 
prices went up seven percent over the past 
year, said Clark LaBlond, director of career 
development at Coldwell Banker Vanguard 
Realty in Avondale. “The bottom line is 
inventory is tight overall in Jacksonville,” 
he said, noting to get a more accurate 
picture of how the historic districts are 
doing, each neighborhood should be 
considered separately. 

“The historic districts, I wish I could 
lump them all together, but they are very 
different markets,” he said. “Generally 
speaking, these markets did very well 
during the past year. At the end of the 
year, inventory was so low, so demand 
was higher.”

Statistics in historic districts

The following is a breakdown of real 
estate statistics for each historic neighbor-
hood from December 2015 to December 
2016 according to the MLS: 
• In Avondale, the number of houses sold 

rose 14 percent; the average sale price 
rose six percent; the median sale price 
rose 13 percent with the median sale 
price in 2016 at $250,000; the average 
number of days properties were on the 
market dropped eight percent.

• In Riverside, the number of houses 
sold rose seven percent while the 
average sale price rose eight percent; 
the median sale price rose one percent 
with the median sale price in 2016 at 
$186,000; the average number of days 
properties were on the market dropped 
nine percent.

• In Murray Hill, the number of houses 
sold rose nine percent; the average sale 
price rose 14 percent; the median sale 
price rose 33 percent with the median 
sales price for 2016 at $104,250; the 
average number of days on the market 
dropped three percent.

• In Ortega, the number of houses sold 
declined one percent; the average sale 
price rose five percent; the median sales 
price declined one percent with the 
median sales price in 2016 at $280,000; 
the average number of days properties 
were on the market dropped one percent.

“Murray Hill has a younger demographic 
and is in transition. The homes there 
are traditionally smaller, but people will 
give up square footage just to live in this 
area,” said Lorri Reynolds, managing 
broker/vice president of Watson Realty 
Corporation in Avondale.

“Riverside is seen as fun and up-and-
coming. Avondale is charming and stands 

on merit,” she said. “People in Ortega love 
living in Ortega and don’t want to move. 
People living in Ortega stay there.”

Meanwhile in San Marco, the market 
is consistently hot, said Missie Sarra 
LaPrell, a realtor with Re/Max Specialists. 

“People want to live in San Marco because 
of its charm, character, its village concept 
and the fact  it  l ies in the hub of 
(Jacksonville’s) wheel, making it easy 
to get to the beach and other places. 
People like Lake Marco. The schools 
are good, it is close to the hospitals and 
there are so many parks. These features 
are critical to its popularity,” she said, 
noting living in the Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary district is particularly at-
tractive to young families.

According to MLS:
• In San Marco, between December 2015 

and December 2016, the number of 
houses sold declined two percent; the 
average sale price rose 14 percent; the 
median sale price rose five percent with 
the median sales price in 2016 at $273,000; 
the average number of days properties 
were on the market dropped nine percent.

• In San Jose, the number of houses sold 
rose seven percent; the average sale 
price rose 11 percent; the median sale 
price rose 14 percent with the median 
sales price in 2016 at $174,000; the 
average number of days properties were 
on the market dropped 17 percent.

“Inventory is low, 
and people are 
buying, so if we 

had more 
inventory things 
would sell faster.”

— Sally Suslak, broker, with Traditions Realty

“The climate for appreciation for 
residential real estate values is 

getting better by the month.”
— Fred Miller, CEO, broker/owner of Fred Miller Group Realtors
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• In St. Nicholas, the number of houses 
sold rose three percent; the average sale 
price rose 13 percent; the median sales 
price rose 30 percent with the median 
sales price in 2016 at $120,000; the 
average number of days properties were 
on the market dropped eight percent.

During the recession, when the bottom 
dropped out of the market, out-of-town 
buyers and “flippers” came in and invested 
in the historic districts, said Janie Boyd, 
founder/broker of Janie Boyd & Associates 
in Avondale. “They took a lot of the 
houses and fixed them up,” she said. “Now 
the neighborhoods have new construction 
with renovated homes, and we have a 
whole new market. Two-income families 
want new construction. Our neighbor-
hoods have benefited from that.”

First-time home buyers are also pleased 
to purchase flipped houses because often 
they are on tight budgets and do not have 
money to make renovations, said Linda 
McMorrow, broker/owner of The Legends 
of Real Estate in San Jose. “Those with 
really tight budgets are happy to buy homes 
that are not updated. There is a lot of 
competition in that part of the market. 
Sales have not dwindled.”

In San Marco, brick bungalows are in 
high demand, and since many have been 
updated with additional square footage, 
buyers are relishing the option of buying 
slightly larger homes, said LaPrell.

Smaller houses always sell because they 
are more affordable, said Sally Suslak, 
broker, with Traditions Realty in Riverside, 
adding that homes priced from $400,000 
to $1 million are considered the “move-
up” market. “Everything is in demand, 
with bungalows being in high demand,” 
said Willson.

Low inventory drives market

There are less than five months of in-
ventory in the historic districts, with less 
than four months’ supply in Murray Hill, 
said Willson. “In the historic districts, we 
don’t have a developer to increase in-
ventory. We depend mostly on the resale 
of current properties. Many people think 
they might like to sell, but where would 
they go? Some people are very happy 
where they are. Some people are waiting,” 
she said, adding now that some home-
owners have rebuilt equity since the crash, 
realtors are starting to see a “come on.”

Lack of inventory can also hamper the 
market because buyers have so little to 
choose from, said Suslak.

“Inventory is low, and people are buying, 
so if we had more inventory things would 
sell faster because people would have 
more to choose from,” she said. “People 
want to look at several things to know 
what’s out there.” 

“The market is being driven by lack of 
inventory,” Mejia agreed. 

And although one might think low in-
ventory might cause a spike in prices, this 
hasn’t necessarily been the case. 

“Nocatee is up 103 percent because they 
have inventory. They can’t keep up and 
build enough,” Reynolds said. “The fact 
that you have multiple contracts makes 
the market hot, but not hot enough. If 
you don’t have enough listings, it is not 
hot with frequency. 2016 was a surprising 

year in that most of us expected to sell 
more, but the problem was there was not 
enough inventory,” she continued. 

“Even though we saw increases in 
median prices in Avondale, Ortega and 
Riverside in single-family homes, as well 
as an increase across the board of median 
prices in Jacksonville, there still was a 
shortage of inventory. Sellers who are 
thinking about selling should put their 
house on the market, not only because 
of demand, but also because interest 
rates are rumored to be going up and 
probably will,” Reynolds said.

Continued on page 15
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Interest rates gradually rising

Interest rates went up 25 basis points 
from 3.25 to 3.50 a few weeks ago, said 
Miller. “It would be nice to see Janet 
Yellen leave it alone. Rates are inching 
up, and I expect we’ll see another small 
increase this year.”

However, slightly rising interest rates 
aren’t necessarily a hindrance to the market. 
Often they serve as a clarifying factor for 
buyers who are unsure whether to jump 
in, said Laney Smith. “Having them go up 
slightly encourages people to make their 
plans,” she said. “It’s hard to play the market 
right. You just need to jump in when we 
have houses to choose from.” 

Although the rates “blipped” upward 
recently, McMorrow said she thinks they 
have stabilized. “Even when interest rates 
were 15 and 16 percent, people still needed 
a place to live so they just paid it and didn’t 
look back,” she said. “Later, they refinanced. 

Interest rates don’t really stop a thing. At 
the end of the day, people proceed.”

Mejia agreed. “Interest rates are still 
low. For some people, it will make a 
difference, but those people should 
realize maybe they should have bought 
something before. They need to take 
advantage now,” he said. “We’ve seen a 
change in interest rates, but it doesn’t 
impact affordability. I doubt they will 
skyrocket in the future. We’ve talked 
about them going up over the last three 
years. They will go up some, but not 
skyrocket to seven percent or higher. 
Maybe they will go closer to five percent.”

Political winds changing

Although brokers in the historic districts 
differ as whether the election has had 
any impact on the real estate market, 
nearly everyone agrees things have been 

“positive” since the new administration 
came in last November.

“I think the general outlook with the 
political change is positive for real estate,” 
said Lee Norville, owner/broker of Norville 
Realty. “I think there is a lot more confi-
dence in our real estate market.”

Chefan agreed and said he has noticed 
a greater sense of “stability” and a higher 

“confidence level” among his clients, es-
pecially in their desire to “move forward” 
with their businesses. “The new admin-
istration’s commitment to growth has 
impacted the market positively,” he said.

Boyd said she does not think national 
politics has any bearing on the market 
and believes people are generally more 
confident. “I don’t see the political climate 
in my business,” she said.

Meanwhile, McMorrow said people are 
responding positively to the booming stock 
market, which has risen substantially since 

the election. “The people I deal with are 
very optimistic and positive due to the 
stock market, which has responded in 
great favor,” she said. 

Not one to discuss politics, Barbara 
Swindell, founder and broker of River 
Point Real Estate in San Marco, said, 

“Everyone has the feeling the economic 
situation is up in general, borne out of the 
news and the stock market.” 

However, Smith said her clients, par-
ticularly those from overseas, are more 
cautious. “I think it (the political climate) 
matters,” she said. “People want to see 
how things will play out because there 
have been so many changes in such a 
short time. My international clients are 
especially cautious. Some of them have 
been nervous about purchasing a home.”

Financing eases

With new growth and a new attitude in 
Washington, some brokers have noticed 
financing is becoming more flexible, with 
some rules easing. 

“I’m already getting emails from lenders 
saying they can get buyers qualified at a 

‘500’ credit score,” said Reynolds, noting 
the mortgage process could be “dumbing 
down” with lower credit scores. “Already 
lenders are saying, ‘send me your buyers,’ 
but if there is chance they might default 
that does not make me happy. That is okay 
for a short-term sale, but in the long term 
it will collapse the industry.”

Helping to keep things in check are ap-
praisals, Reynolds said. “The appraisal must 
validate the purchase. We’ve seen some 
appraisals not hold. I think appraisals are 
going to help restrict what happened in 
2006. Appraisals inherently restrict values 
in the market. They are a check-and-balance 
to prevent runaway inflation.”

LeBlond said he has also noticed fi-
nancing is starting to ease, but with the 
existing safeguards still in place he believes 
the market will continue to be strong and 
stable. “Lenders are more flexible with 
the options they are offering their customer 
base,” he said. “It’s a good thing when 
buyers have options. We still need to use 
caution. Lending guidelines are still strict 
but there’s an opening up to different 
kinds of loans.”

Overall, brokers in the historic districts 
see a rosy future in Jacksonville real estate. 

“Just generally, we are seeing growth in 
the city. Businesses are growing, relocation 
is happening. It’s good for our economy. 
The confidence level is there. People are 
recognizing how good our quality of life 
is in Northeast Florida,” said Chefan.

“Those with really 
tight budgets are 

happy to buy 
homes that are  

not updated.”
— Linda McMorrow, broker/owner of The 

Legends of Real Estate

“The confidence 
level is there. 

People are 
recognizing how 
good our quality 

of life is in 
Northeast 

Florida.”
— Jeff Chefan, CEO at Manormor  

Sotheby’s International Realty
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State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM

CALL ME TODAY.

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc 
Matt Carlucci, Agent 

3707 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Bus: 904-399-5544

*Offer valid from 3/1/17 to 4/15/17 at these locations only. Excludes already reduced merchandise. 
Offers may not be combined. ©2017 FranLogic Scout Development LLC. Franchises Available. 

1960 San Marco Blvd. 
904.240.0370 
sanmarco.scoutandmollys.com 

340 Front Street, Suite 715
904.373.5856 
sawgrass.scoutandmollys.com 

$20 OFF*
PURCHASE OF 
$100 OR MORE! 

RAGSDALE HOLDEN WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Is it time for a Retirement Reality check?
The economy. Interest rates. Long-term care. The new 
political landscape. With so many factors beyond your 
control, it isn’t easy to plan for retirement, especially if 
you’re between 50-70. 

How do I deal with constant volatility? 
Markets will always fluctuate. But, whatever way they 
move, a comprehensive financial plan is one of the best 
strategies to stay on track. 

We monitor the current environment and will work 
with you to ensure your plan and your portfolio 
reflects changing conditions, so you feel more 
confident about the future.

For some of life's 
questions, together we 
can find an answer. 

Jennifer S. Holden, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

jennifer.holden@ubs.com 
904.301.3113

Sally T. Ragsdale
Vice President – 

Wealth Management
sally.ragsdale@ubs.com

904.301.3129

Molly Hill
Sr. Registered 

Client Associate
molly.hill@ubs.com

904.301.3132

In providing wealth management services to clients, we offer both investment advisory and brokerage services which are separate and distinct and differ in material 
ways. For information, including the different laws and contracts that govern, visit ubs.com/workingwithus. UBS Financial Services Inc., its affiliates and its employees 
are not in the business of providing tax or legal advice. Clients should seek advice based on their particular circumstances from an independent tax or legal advisor. 
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. ©UBS 2016. All rights reserved. 
UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC.

UBS Financial Services, Inc. | One Independent Drive, 30th Floor Jacksonville, FL 32202 904.354.6000
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San Marco resident David Engdahl received 
The Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida’s 2nd Annual Ann McDonald Baker 
Art Ventures Award in recognition of his 
devotion to his work as a sculptor spanning 
five decades, his 44-year career in architecture, 
and his contributions of talent and energy 
to the local arts community.

The award, which includes a $10,000 
unrestricted grant, recognizes an artist 
whose work brings distinction to Northeast 
Florida, and is named for the late Ann 
McDonald Baker, whose leadership helped 
create and nurture such vital cultural gems 
such as The Community Foundation’s Art 
Ventures Fund, the Arts Assembly (now the 
Cultural Council) and Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts, among others. Engdahl 
has indicated that he plans to reinvest his 
Art Ventures Award grant back into the arts 
and cultural community.

A sculptor since 1971, Engdahl has ex-
hibited works in over 20 states throughout 
the U.S., including nine solo exhibitions. 
Currently, Engdahl is spearheading the 
downtown Haskell Sculpture Initiative, 
comprised of 10 major sculptures privately 
funded by Preston Haskell and other com-
munity philanthropists.

David Engdahl with his daughter and members of Ann McDonald Baker’s family in front of his laminated wood sculpture, Axial Split Vessel (1999). From left: Missy 
Boney, Kirsten Engdahl, David Engdahl, Martha Baker, Tom Baker (Photo credit: laird/blac palm, inc.)

Engdahl honored with art award for 
contributions to arts community

San Marco artist 
hosts show at JCA

San Marco artist Nena Tahil will 
hold a free one-woman art show, 

“Power of Perspective” Sunday, March 
5 to Tuesday, March 28 at Vandroff 
Art Gallery at the Jewish Community 
Alliance in San Jose. An opening re-
ception will be held in the gallery on 
Sunday, March 5 from 2 to 4 p.m.

A newcomer to San Marco, Tahil 
recently relocated to Florida from 
New York. During the show, she will 
speak about her transition and how 
it has contributed to her art.

“Art is not just what we see, it is 
how we see it. Art is about opening 
up to new possibilities,” said Tahil. 

“As we accept alternative potentials 
and perspectives, we experience 
metamorphosis.”

A graduate student in the Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling program 
at the University of North Florida, 
Tahil said a portion of money raised 
from the sales of her works will support 
mental health awareness in the 
Jacksonville community.

Nena Tahil

8727 San Jose Boulevard Jacksonville, FL 32217
 904.733.7078  |  www.TheTempleJacksonville.org

Stephen J. Whitfield, P.h.D
Dr. Whitfield, who grew up in Jacksonville, is the Max Richter  

Professor of American Civilization at Brandeis University

Friday, March 3, 7 p.m. & Saturday March 4, Noon
Congregation Ahavath Chesed 

Friday, March 3 - “Southern Jews Against the Klan” How Jacksonville Jews 
challenged the power of the most dangerous and notorious hate group in 
American history.

Saturday, March 4 - “Jacksonville Jews as Businesspeople: 
A Brief History”. This discussion will recount the remarkable 
impact that members of Congregation Ahavath Chesed in 
particular have made in the community, shaping the  
economy of the city and contributing to its prosperity.

The Larry & Kathy Kanter Fund for Jewish Preservation presents…

Jewish History in our Backyard

The Temple sincerely thanks Dr. Larry & Kathy Kanter 
for bringing us this program

RSVP 904.733.7078 or  
at rsvp@TheTempleJacksonville.org.

Ofc: 904.285.1800
Cell: 904.553.2032
elizhudgins@aol.com
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, Realtor

333 VILLAGE MAIN STREET, SUITE 670, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082

Selling the Best of the First Coast Lifestyle

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

This custom gated home on approximately two acres, with 200' of oceanfront, offers an open floor plan 
with first floor master suite. The kitchen/family area boasts wine closets, walk in pantry, exercise room 
and steam shower.  Upstairs includes large bonus room, three bedrooms, theatre or 6th bedroom and 

oceanfront deck.  The 50 foot pool, five car garage and beach walkover complete this estate. 

$5,195,000
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income families as 
they face the horrific 
news of having a child 
with cancer.

She has also served 
as a board member for 
the National Parkin-
son Foundation of 
North Florida. Since 
s h e  m o v e d  t o 
Jacksonville, she has 
actively supported 

Seniors on a Mission as a volunteer.
“I wanted to work for a faith-based non-

profit,” she said, noting that the Towers of 
Jacksonville is owned by the Retirement 
Housing Foundation, a nonprofit in Long 
Beach, California. 

A member of the “care team” and “prayer 
team” at the Church of Eleven22, Suhor 
said she enjoys doing volunteer work with 
her church. “My background is business 
operations, renovations and development, 
but what I like best is caring for people and 
caring for people in need. It is a true honor 
to serve our seniors,” she said.

The Towers of Jacksonville, a senior-living 
residential community that caters to residents 
on a fixed income, has a new administrator. 

Cathy Suhor of Miami, an advocate for both 
seniors and children with cancer, took over 
the top administrative position in November 
2016. She replaces Michael McClernon who 
retired in June 2016 after serving as admin-
istrator for more than 11 years.

A Mandarin resident, Suhor worked for 
20 years for a developer of “resort-style” 
multi-family housing in South Florida 
before she transitioned into senior living, 
serving at both assisted and independent 
living facilities.

“I got interested in senior living after taking 
care of my father-in-law after he had a 
stroke,” she said. “I saw there was a dire 
need for compassion in senior living.” 

For 17 years, Suhor worked as a volunteer 
advocate with the Jessica June Cancer 
Foundation in South Florida, assisting lower 

Cathy Suhor

Towers of Jacksonville 
names new administrator

River Garden Senior Services, a nonprofit 
senior care center in Mandarin, was awarded 
$10,000 from Stellar Foundation in honor 
of its 10th anniversary. Additionally, the 
Foundation gave $2,500 to Food Brings 
Hope, a nonprofit in Volusia County, in 
recognition of the milestone. 

The Stellar Foundation began in 2006 
when Stellar, a worldwide design, engi-
neering, construction and mechanical 
services company, first established its 
employee giving program. By the end of 
2016, the Foundation had donated over $2 
million to nonprofit organizations and 
causes in Northeast Florida and globally 
where Stellar has a presence.

“Stellar chose these particular organiza-
tions in celebration of our 10-year anni-
versary to honor the roots of our Foundation 
and the strong philanthropic partnerships 
we’ve built over the last decade,” said Mike 
Santarone, Stellar president and COO. “As 
a large employer in Jacksonville, we want 
to make the area a better place to live and 
work for our employees and honor their 
individual passions.”

Stellar President Mike Santarone, Martin Goetz, 
River Garden CEO, and Kathy Osterer from River 
Garden, Richard Lovelace of Stellar

River Garden benefits from Stellar decade of giving

Stellar was the design-builder for the 
River Garden Hebrew Home’s facility 
expansion and renovation in 2012, to 
which the company donated an additional 
$30,000. 

“Our team and residents are grateful for 
Stellar’s generous donation and continued 
support of our neighborhood,” said Martin 
Goetz, CEO, River Garden Senior Services. 

“As a River Garden ‘Partner in Excellence,’ 
Stellar is helping us secure the future of our 
organization and support our resident care 
programs in Jacksonville.”

The Northeast Florida Association of 
Realtors (NEFAR) named Gonzalo Mejia 
of Watson Realty Corp. as the 2016 Realtor 
of the Year. The award recognizes the 
NEFAR Realtor member who has demon-
strated personal involvement and support 
to NEFAR and to the real estate profession 
for the past three years.

Mejia, who works out of Watson’s San 
Marco/San Jose office, served on multiple 
committees, councils and task forces in-
cluding the Realtors Political Action 
Committee (RPAC) and Global Business 
Council for NEFAR, and the Marketing 
and Technology committee for NEFMLS. 
He was an NEFMLS board member and 
served as its president in 2015. In 2016, he 
was both NEFAR’s Global Business Council 
Chair and RPAC Task Force vice-chair.

On the state level, Mejia was active as 
a member of multiple Florida Realtors 
committees and forums, including MLS 
Practices, Global Business Committee, 
Global Forum, Leadership Academy, 
Diversity, Faculty and State and Local 
Taxation Sub-committee. During the past 
three years, he earned the Certified 
International Property Specialist, Certified 
Residential Specialist, and Accredited 
Buyer’s Representative designations.

Special recognition was given to Holly 
McMurry, from The Legends of Real 
Estate, who was honored for going above 
and beyond expectations in her dedication 
to special projects or events during 2016. 
In addition to involvement in RPAC, the 
Miramar resident served as Florida 
Realtors District 1 Trustee.

Watson Realty associate 
named NEFAR Realtor of Year

Holly McMurryGonzalo Mejia

MARCH 1 THROUGH 31

Join the Cummer Museum for a 
month-long celebration of art in 
nature. Garden Month programs 
will include special events, 
lectures, demonstrations, 
workshops, exhibitions, and a 
Garden Concert.

For more information and 
reservations, call 904.356.6857 
or visit cummermuseum.org.

829 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32204  
904.356.6857

“We Clean Homes from Top to Bottom, Inside & Out”

904.516.5976
Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing & More

1981 San Marco Boulevard
(San Marco Square, two doors down 

from Stellers Gallery)
904-396-2249

Shop Online
Instagram@shopthesnob 

Facebook/thesnobconsignment

Now accepting 
Spring items!

Call for an appointment

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN
The Snob is an upscale designer clothing and 

accessories consignment shop. This chic boutique 
was founded in 1993, incorporated in 1994 and has 
been offering online shopping to our customers 
since 1997. The Snob offers a low cost alternative 
for women desiring upscale fashion clothing, shoes 
and accessories. All items are authentic and in 
good quality. Designer lines include Chanel, Gucci, 
Prada, Louis Vuitton, Manolo Blahnik, Louboutin, 
Burberry, Hermes, Dior and many more.

The Snob would love to resell your designer 
items! We will gladly accept your gently loved 
designer clothing, handbags, shoes, jewelry, and 
acessories for sale or consignment. We pay cash 
for Louis Vuitton, Chanel, Hermes and more. 
Please call us at (904) 396-2249 or visit The Snob at 
1981 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207.

 –  South Kitchen + Spirits  –

Open Daily at 11AM
Happy Hour 3PM to 6PM every day 

+ 10PM to midnight Thursday - Saturday

www.south.kitchen  

904-475-2362

3638 Park Street
Jacksonville FL  32205



18    |      |    RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS RESIDENTNEWS.net   |   MARCH 2017

Chief Judge Mark Mahon with Judge Virginia Norton

Nimnicht Chevrolet, a local car dealership 
owned and operated by the Nimnicht 
family for over 75 years, has been named 
2017 DealerRater Dealer of the Year.

The prestigious award recognizes auto 
dealerships across the United States and 
Canada that deliver outstanding customer 
service based on consumer reviews written 
on DealerRater.com by new and used-car 
shoppers and customers who have had their 
vehicles serviced at the dealership. 

“It’s all about the customer experience,” 
said Billie Nimnicht, president of Nimnicht 
Chevrolet. “We appreciate that so many 
people took the time to write a good review, 
and we continually get great reviews.”

The reviewers evaluated Nimnicht on its 
customer service, quality of work, friend-
liness, pricing and overall experience. 
DealerRater has an audience reach of more 

than 40 million consumers who read more 
than three million dealer reviews.

Nimnicht has demonstrated consistently 
high PowerScore ratings for customer 
satisfaction, placing it in the top of its class. 
The PowerScore is determined by an algo-
rithm that factors the dealership’s average 
DealerRater consumer rating and the total 
number of reviews written about the deal-
ership during the 2016 calendar year.

“We are very proud of this distinction,” said 
Nimnicht. “It has taken a lot of hard work 
and dedication from our outstanding family 
of employees. Customer service is our number 
one priority, and this award shows that we 
really do care about our customers.

“You can’t have happy customers without 
having happy employees,” said Nimnicht 
as he talked about the employee motivation 
programs which helped the dealership 
earn its achievement.

Nimnicht Chevrolet named 
DealerRater Dealer of the Year

President Billie Nimnicht III,  center, and his employees celebrate being named 2017 DealerRater Dealer 
of the Year.

San Marco judge receives 
prestigious award

Garnering a reputation of never saying 
“no” to someone in need of legal help, Judge 
Virginia Baker Norton of San Marco has 
received one of Florida’s most prestigious 
judicial awards for her pro bono work.

During a celebration at the Epping 
Forest home of Beth McCague Feb. 9, 
members of the legal community celebrated 
Norton’s Florida Distinguished Judicial 
Service Award, which was bestowed to 
her by Chief Justice Jorge Labarga Jan. 
19 at the Florida Supreme Court in 
Tallahassee. Presented annually by the 
Florida Supreme Court and Florida Bar, 
the award gives special recognition to a 
member of the judiciary who has freely 
given of her time and expertise in making 
legal services available to the poor.

“This is an honor for our circuit,” said 
Chief Judge Mark Mahon, 4th Judicial 
Circuit Court, of San Jose. “It’s incredibly 
well deserved. Judge Norton is always 
reaching out above her caseload.”

Norton, who was elected to the bench 
in 2009, is often identified with her service 
to DAWN (Developing Adults with 

Necessary Skills), a Duval County jail 
program founded by Richard McKissick, 
whose family nominated Norton for the 
Distinguished Judicial Award.

Norton has worked with inmates in the 
jail, and even one-on-one with prisoners 
she has sentenced, who are in the program. 
She is now working with the City of 
Jacksonville and the Sheriff ’s Office to 
expand the DAWN program.

She took her first pro bono case in 1997 
as a new associate fresh out of the University 
of Florida’s Leven College of Law. Norton 
has been an active participant and leader 
in Jacksonville Legal Aid since then, and 
helped found its Living Will Program in 
2005, which gives clinics in low-income 
and elderly housing communities.

With more than two decades of educa-
tional experience behind him, Michael J. 
Drew of Chattanooga, Tenn., has been 
selected by The Bolles School to serve as 
Head of its Middle School Bartram Campus.

Drew will take over from longtime 
Bolles Middle School Head Jack Milne, 
who plans to move to Mississippi for a 
school leadership position at the end of 
the 2016-17 school year.

Drew, who has previously served at 
independent schools as a teacher, advisor, 
coach, and administrator, was most recently 
Middle School Head at the Baylor School 
in Chattanooga, a position he has held 
since 2007. At Baylor, his job was to 
oversee all aspects of the middle school 

Bolles hires new  
Middle School Head

program for 340 students in grades six 
through eight. He was also responsible 
for hiring and evaluating 40 full-time 
faculty and staff, managing the budget, 
being part of the administrative team and 
working closely with parents and admis-
sions personnel.

In the past, Drew has also worked at 
Friends Academy in Locust Valley, New 
York, where he served as a science teacher, 
advisor, coach and eventually Middle 
School Principal.

He attended Cornell University, where 
he received a Bachelor of Science in Natural 
Resources. He also holds a Master of 
Education from Lesley University in 
Cambridge, Mass.

Accompanying Drew when he moves to 
Jacksonville this summer will be his wife, 
Lisa, and children, 13-year-old Nate, and 
12-year-old Allie.

Honorees announced for Cultural 
Council’s 41st Annual Arts Awards

The Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville kicked off a host committee event Feb. 
9 for the 41st Annual Arts Awards Gala. The event was hosted by honorary chair, Heather 
Moore, and the night brought together local artists, arts advocates, and art philanthropists 
to celebrate Jacksonville’s vibrant arts community. 

The seven recipients of the 2017 Arts Awards were announced at the kickoff. The award 
and the recipient are Emerging Artist, Ebony Payne English; Art Innovator, Mark 
McCombs; Robert Arleigh White Advocacy, Christopher Lazzara; Business Award, PNC 
Bank; Art Educator, Dustin Harewood; Helen Lane Founder’s Award, Diane Brunet-
Garcia. New this year, the Cultural Council will announce the recipient of the James & 
Jeanne Winston Community Impact Award at the gala.

The annual gala will be held on Saturday, May 6, in downtown Jacksonville’s historic 
Glass Factory, built in 1936 by Henry Klutho. 

Prior to the 7 p.m. arts awards presentation, Cultural Council Founder Helen Lane 
and Arts Advocate Joannie Newton will host a VIP sponsor reception beginning at 6 
p.m. Tickets and sponsorships are still available by visiting www.culturalcouncil.org/
muse. For more information, contact Ryan Ali, Director of Development, at ryan@
culturalcouncil.org or (904) 358-3600.

Nate, Lisa, Michael 
and Allie Drew

Celebrity Chefs

Established in 1986

31st Annual 
CELEBRITY CHEFS 

TASTING 
LUNCHEON & 

SILENT AUCTION

TICKETS $30
For Information 904-301-4841
www.salvationarmynefl.org

FREE PARKING
The Prime Osborn Convention Center

1000 Water Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204Doing the most good.

The Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary presents

THURSDAY • MARCH 30, 2017
Auction opens at 10:30 a.m. • Luncheon 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Custom Picture Framing • Mirror Framing

Jerseys & Conservation Framing
Shadow Boxes • & More!

Mr. Frame It
2104 University Blvd. W. • 904-737-2919

www.mrframeit.com

Spring 
Cleaning?

Your idea, becomes 
your masterpiece!
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Jacksonville Symphony President/CEO 
Robert Massey has been elected to the 
Tessitura Network Board of Directors, a 
nonprofit of more than 500 of the world’s 
premiere arts and cultural organizations 
utilizing the Tessitura Network technology 
to manage donor databases as well as 
ticket sales.

Massey, of San Marco, is beginning his 
third year with the Jacksonville Symphony. 
During his tenure in Jacksonville he has 
overseen a new branding for the orchestra, 
expansion of the Masterworks and Pops 
programs, development of new programs 
such as Symphony in 60 and Symphonic 
Night at the Movies, has concluded the 
second year of operation with a balanced 
budget, and recently led the organization 
through an unprecedented collective bar-
gaining agreement between the Association 
and its musicians which was ratified eight 
months in advance of the expiration of the 
current contract. 

“I’m honored to join the board of the 
Tessitura Network, “ said Massey. “I know 

Sarah Marie Johnston of San Marco, 
owner and marketing director of Moxie 
Kitchen + Cocktails, has been named the 
2017 overall JAX Chamber Small Business 
Leader of the Year.

After living in Napa Valley for five years, 
Johnston and her husband, Tom Gray, 
moved to Jacksonville in 1999 where they 
opened Bistro Aix in San Marco. The couple 
operated Bistro Aix until 2012 when they 
left to focus on opening Moxie Kitchen + 
Cocktails at the Town Center in Nov. 2013. 
The couple is also planning to open Town 
Hall, a small restaurant in San Marco Square 
scheduled to open later this year.

“Northeast Florida is a great place to do 
business and Sarah Marie has achieved 
great success here in Jacksonville, said JAX 
Chamber President and CEO Daniel Davis. 

“The JAX Chamber is proud to honor an 
outstanding business leader who is dedi-
cated to the local community.”

As February was “Heart Month,” Baptist 
Health partnered with the American Heart 
Association to conduct a “Little Hats, Big 
Hearts” campaign. During February, new 
mothers at each of Baptist’s five hospitals, 
including Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
received a specially knitted red hat for 
their newborn before going home. 

The gift of the hats was meant to serve 
as a reminder for parents to take care 
of their hearts, as heart disease is the 
No. 1 killer among Americans, and 80 
percent of deaths due to the disease can 
be prevented.

Arnel Antonio, a nurse who works in the 
operating room of Baptist Medical Center 
Jacksonville, holds his newborn baby, Andre, as 
Cicely “CC” Brooks, perinatal service line director 
for Baptist Health, places a red hat on his baby. 

Little hats, big hearts at Baptist 

Robert Massey

Symphony’s Massey elected to technology board

the importance of providing innovative and 
strategic support to arts and cultural non-
profits in order for them to be both efficient 
and successful in every aspect of our work. 
I look forward to sharing the successful 
business models achieved in Jacksonville 
with an international audience.”

Johnston was selected from a pool of 
10 Northeast Florida Small Business 
Leaders of the Year by the Chamber 
Councils, the Beaches Division, and the 
Entrepreneurial Grown Division. Laura 
Brown of Avondale Wealth Advisors was 
also within the pool of 10.

The award was presented at the 4th Annual 
Small Business Breakfast, which featured 
David Brown, chairman, CEO and president 
of Web.com, as the keynote speaker.

Sarah Marie Johnston

Johnston named Small 
Business Leader of Year

Children’s Home Society (Buckner di-
vision), based in St. Nicholas, was honored 
with the Family Support Services of North 
Florida (FSS) 2016 Case Management 
Organization of the Year award during 
the FSS annual board meeting Jan. 24. 

FSS CEO Lee Kaywork presented CHS 
with the award for their excellence in child 
welfare case management performance. 

“Each year we recognize one of our Case 
Management Organizations for their ex-
emplary work in child welfare case man-
agement and strong partnership they 
maintain with FSS,” said Kaywork.  

 With the dramatic shift in privatization 
of child welfare, Children’s Home Society 
now works closely with FSS and other 
child welfare organizations to break the 
cycle of abuse and neglect for children. 

Tracy McDade, Shawn Naugle and Holly Skinner 
from Children’s Home Society receive the Case 
Management Organization of the Year award 
from FSS CEO Lee Kaywork.

Children’s Home Society honored by  
Family Support Services of North Florida

“We value our collaborative relationship 
and look forward to our continued work 
with FSS and the community,” said Kymberly 
Cook, Executive Director of Children’s 
Home Society.

• Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www.AvondaleDance.com

$59 Introductory 
Dance Package
3 Private Lessons, 1 Group Class & 1 Party

Mention this ad and receive $10 off 904.396.6456

San Marco Real Estate 
Specialists Since 1983

www.riverpointrealestate.com
3215 Hendricks Ave. Ste. 5

A rare opportunity to own 1 of only 6 town homes in sought after Villa Riva, THE premier 
gated community in Riverside. An elegant home built in 2006 updated 2015-’16 featur-
ing designer upgrades, a fantastic location and the awesome amenities of a luxurious 
condo but providing green space and privacy.

2366 Riverside Avenue
$539,900

Nestled at the end of a quaint cul de sac 
leading to the river this tastefully updated 
home features an oversized lot, beautiful new 
kitchen and master bath, gleaming wood 
floors, freshly painted interior and exterior as 
well as a rear entry two car attached garage.

4396 Gadsden Court
$357,500

2017 House Tours
March 17-18 • 10am-4pm

Tickets and Information online at 
www.oirf.org

e-mail: oirf@oirf.org or call (305) 294-9501
Conch Shell Blowing Contest, March 4, noon

Key West House Tours & Conch Shell Blowing Contest
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The Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida has selected its latest group of 
next generation philanthropists, naming 
10 to the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative 
Class of 2017.  The Community Foundation 
has been nurturing potential philanthro-
pists for nearly 20 years, periodically 
offering them the opportunity to learn 
more about our community’s needs, and 
how to maximize their charitable giving. 

The Weaver Philanthropic Initiative 
Class of 2017 includes Blair Sherman of 
Granada, Jason Spencer of Riverside, 
Glenn Miller and Doug Tutwiler, both of 
San Marco, as well as Dan Foley, Marshall 
Hill, Kirsten Martino, Brent Trager, Alison 
Trager, Ben Setzer.

Program alumni and members of The 
Community Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees welcomed the Weaver Philanthropic 

Initiative Class of 2017 at a reception in 
November. In January, the class began 
its six-month education process, including 
opportunities to experience hands-on 
grantmaking. Along the way, members 
will learn about the critical issues and 
abundant opportunities that exist in our 
community. At its conclusion, participants 
will have a strong understanding of their 
own philanthropic leadership style, as 
well as an enlightened look at the grant-
making opportunities in our area. 

The Community Foundation has been 
identifying and guiding the next generation 
of philanthropists through this program 
since 1999.  In 2013, in recognition of 
the philanthropic leadership provided to 
the community by J. Wayne and Delores 
Barr Weaver, the initiative was renamed 
the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative.

Front: Jason Spencer, Alison Trager, Ben Trager, Kirsten Martino, Ben Setzer; back: Marshall Hill, Glenn 
Miller, Doug Tutwiler, Blair Sherman, Dan Foley (Photo by laird/blac palm, inc.)

New philanthropic class chosen

Three local restaurants will participate in 
a monthly nonprofit support program, which 
launched Feb. 27 to benefit the Tom Coughlin 
Jay Fund as the first recipient.

IL DESCO, located at the intersection 
of Park and King Streets in Riverside, Bistro 
Aix on San Marco Boulevard, and Ovinté 
at the St. Johns Town Center, are part of 
Forking Amazing Restaurants, an inde-
pendent restaurant group which launched 
Collaborate and Give.

Through this program, Forking Amazing 
Restaurants will donate 5 percent of food 

‘Collaborate and Give’ 
launched by local 
restaurant group

Thanks to a local marketing agency and 
Dreams Come True of Jacksonville, a 5-year-
old child will soon realize his dream of 
visiting several Orlando theme parks.

On Feb. 10, the folks at Burdette Ketchum, 
an advertising agency on the Southbank, 
joined with Jacksonville nonprofit Dreams 
Come True in celebrating Kane DiPerna’s 
dream of seeing Disney World. DiPerna 
suffers from Wilm’s tumor, a rare kidney 
cancer, and is now cancer-free after having 
a kidney removed and enduring chemotherapy 
and radiation treatments.

Burdette Ketchum made a $3,500 contri-
bution to fund DiPerna’s dream trip. The 
donation is the first of many proposed vehicles 
of support the agency plans to direct to 
Dreams Come True this year.

“Through our Heart Strings program, we 
have been able to donate time, resources, 
services, and financial support for more 

than 20 years in the community,” said Karen 
Burdette, founder and chairman of Burdette 
Ketchum. “In recognition of our 20th an-
niversary, we chose Dreams Come True as 
an organization to support as we have always 
admired their mission and impact, and are 
so proud to partner with them to bring 
Kane and his family a little joy and 
happiness.”

Dreams Come True directs 100 percent 
of donations from the community, unless 
otherwise designated by the donor, toward 
the dreams of First Coast children battling 
life threatening illnesses.

During their week-long visit to Orlando, 
DiPerna and his family will stay at Give 
Kids the World, a magical village dedicated 
specifically for children who have suffered 
from life-threatening illnesses, and their 
families. They will also visit Disney World, 
Universal Studios, and Sea World.

Patrick Golden, Kane DiPerna, Karen Burdette and Will Ketchum.

Southbank ad agency helps 
make child’s dream come true

sales generated at those restaurants over 
a three-day dining period, beginning on 
the last Monday of each month, to a 
designated nonprofit partner. 

“As a Jacksonville-based restaurant 
group, we take great pride in supporting 
nonprofit organizations that make our 
community a better place to live,” said 
Matt Mannick, president of Forking 
Amazing Restaurants. “Tom Coughlin’s 
leadership yields amazing results – both 
on the field and in the community. Since 
1996, the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund has 
provided much-needed support for local 
families tackling childhood cancer. We 
look forward to raising awareness and 
funds for this worthy organization through 
Collaborate and Give.”

Louis Joseph appointed 
to Millers Creek board

With five out of six members in attendance, 
the Millers Creek Special Tax District 
Board voted unanimously to appoint Louis 
Joseph to fill the slot on its seven-member 
board vacated by Dr. Danny Pulido during 
its February meeting.

Joseph, who owns the Mudville Grille 
in St. Nicholas, will serve the balance of 
Pulido’s term, which ends in 2018. At that 
time he will be eligible to be elected to a 
four-year term.

Although the board had not received a 
written resignation from Pulido, it acted 
based on the word of Board President Dr. 
Rene Pulido, who said his brother would 
be unable to attend meetings due to his 
hectic hospital schedule. 

During the meeting, Board Attorney 
Wayne Flowers said Dr. Danny Pulido 
should send his resignation in writing to 
the board as soon as possible so that he 
could draw up a formal resolution of 
Joseph’s appointment, which the board 
could vote on at its next meeting in March.

Louis Joseph
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Ron Hall, co-author of the New York 
Times best-selling book, “Same Kind of 
Different As Me,” was the guest of honor 
and featured speaker during the annual City 
Rescue Mission banquet Feb. 16 at the 
Lexington Hotel on the Southbank.

Prior to dinner, Hall, a wealthy art dealer 
and advocate for the homeless, signed his 

Homeless advocate praises 
City Rescue Mission

City Rescue Mission Executive Director Penny 
Kievet with Author Ron Hall and Karen Fletcher

Caroline and Bud Toole with Sue Turner

book, a heart-warming story about a 
life-changing encounter with a dangerous, 
homeless drifter who he befriended while 
doing volunteer work at a homeless shelter.

During the event, Hall said he was im-
pressed with his visit to Jacksonville’s City 
Rescue Mission. “I have visited over 300 
homeless rescue missions in 40 states, and 
I would rank Jacksonville in the top five, 
in regards to the care that is given to its 
clients, its facilities, which are well main-
tained, and its staff. The clients are happy 
here,” Hall said. 

“Penny (Kievet) is in the top five of homeless 
mission executive directors. What she has 
done with the amount of money she has, to 
provide the amount of services, quality of 
services and success rate of those who 
graduate from the program is in the top 
five. She is doing a fantastic job,” Hall 
continued. “You don’t know how hard it is 
to raise money for mission work, and there 
is no one more needy than those who don’t 
have a place to live.”

Hall said the City Rescue Mission provides 
Jacksonville residents, particularly its 
faith-based community, with the “oppor-
tunity” to get involved. “The homeless 
problem is a simple thing to solve,” he said. 

“It’s fashionable to talk about the homeless, 
but not to talk to the homeless. The homeless 
consider themselves faceless. They aren’t 
scary, they are just lonely people looking 
for someone to talk to them. They are 
people looking for a friend,” he said. 

Homelessness is a “faith-based” problem, 
Hall said. By engaging with homeless and 
working to find them places to stay, col-
lectively Jacksonville churches could solve 
the problem in a month, he said. “I’ll bet 
there are twice as many churches as 
homeless people in Jacksonville,” he said. 

“If every church took in just one or two, I 
believe all homeless could be accommo-
dated in 30 days.”

Officers and committee members pose with guest speaker Kelly Minter (front, fourth 
from right) at the 32nd annual Women for Christ luncheon held Feb. 21 at the Prime 
Osborn Convention Center. The group began a non-denominational effort to bring 
outstanding Christian speakers to Jacksonville in 1985. The annual event has always 
been held at the Prime Osborn and this year seated 560 women. Past speakers have 
included Christian authors and, in 2010, Pam Tebow, mother of former University of 
Florida football quarterback and Jacksonville native Tim Tebow

32nd Annual Women for Christ 
luncheon served 560
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procedures only at the Lewis Obi Plastic Surgery Clinic.
• IRB based stem cell procedures and member of CSN International with a 
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ulty and attendees
• First private stem cell center to bioprint live nose, heart valve and ear from fat
• Implementing private research facilities to study the expansion and stor-
age of adult stem cells
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Dr. Hee Young Lee, MD

“We perform the most advanced plastic surgery techniques available today, with the cutting 
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Catholic Charities hosted the 25th annual Black & 
White Ball Feb. 25 at the Jessie Ball duPont Center, 
a popular event venue and the location of Catholic 
Charities’ Jacksonville office.

Honorary chairs for the gala were Julie and Joe He-
low. Event Chair was Paola Parra Harris and Mistress 
of Ceremonies was Charlene Shirk, a moderator on 
The Chat. Platinum sponsor was the Alfred I. duPont 
Foundation.

Over the past 25 years, the annual ball has raised 
almost $3 million for Catholic Charities’ Emergency 
Assistance Program, benefiting families in need. Over 
20,000 individuals were served by the organization in 
2016, receiving assistance with food, utilities, rent, 
housing support services and case management.Michael and Barbara Bredehoeft Chase and Adrienne Harris

Social RegiSteRSocial RegiSteR

Annual charity ball celebrates 
Silver Anniversary

Donna Parrish with Jennifer Glock and Janet Grim Fran and Pat Patterson with Lory Doolittle, Carla and Terry PhilcoxNathan and Laura Renstrom

David Rinzler and Dr. Joe Barton

Jim and Susan Towler with Jonathan Smith

Jacksonville Symphony supporters enjoyed a 
pre-concert reception with world-renowned pi-
anist Lang Lang, who made his Jacksonville de-
but Feb. 17 performing Bartok’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2, as well as pieces from both Tchaikovsky’s 
and Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet in a Valentine’s 
Day program entitled Valentines in Verona.

During the gala, Symphony President and 
CEO Robert Massey announced the Vision 

2020 campaign to raise $50 million, half of 
which will be used to increase the endowment 
and fund special initiatives, including capital 
improvements in the Times-Union Center for 
the Performing Arts, recording projects under 
Courtney Lewis and touring. Co-chairs of the 
campaign are Gilchrist Berg and Carl Can-
non, with honorary co-chairs Robert Jacoby 
and Robert Shircliff.

The event also marked the 20th anniver-
sary of Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-
Union Center for Performing Arts. Jacoby 
Hall opened for the first time on April 26, 
1997. The Symphony has performed since 
1949 and has featured artists such as Isaac 
Stern, Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington, 
Marilyn Horne, Luciano Pavarotti, Joshua Bell 
and Itzhak Perlman.

Lang Lang makes Jacksonville debut at Symphony gala

Jackie Cornelius with Nina Waters and Delores Barr Weaver

Judy DuBose with Jan Miller and Shawna Watson

Event Chair Inger Geraghty with Patrick GeraghtyHonoree Deborah Gianoulis with Howard and Joy Korman

Honorary 
Chairs Julie 
and Joe 
Helow

Established in 2006 by Episcopal Children’s 
Services, the Children’s Champion Award rec-
ognizes individuals and organizations which 
work passionately to elevate the welfare of chil-
dren in the community. 

Honored at the 2017 event were Deborah 

Gianoulis, president and CEO of the Schultz 
Center, and Davalu Parrish, former president 
and CEO of The Bridge of Northeast Florida, 
Inc. The women join the ranks of previous fe-
male honorees such as Delores Barr Weaver, 
Pamela Paul, Joanie Newton, Betsy Ross Lovett, 

Connie Hodges and Helen Lane. Nine men and 
three organizations have also earned the award 
over the past 11 years.

Chair for the Feb. 16 event at the Omni 
Jacksonville Hotel was Inger Geraghty, wife of 
Florida Blue CEO Patrick Geraghty. 

Two more join ranks of Children’s Champions

The 36th Annual Red Rose Ball, themed “Champagne in the 
Enchanted Garden,” was hosted by the St. Vincent’s HealthCare 
Foundation Feb. 3 at the Jacksonville Marriott at Southpoint.

The enchanted evening of black tie and gowns featured 
a cocktail hour, dinner and dancing to music by The Ri-
verTown Band, as well as a silent auction and a live auction 
hosted by Charlene Shirk. Honorary chair was Betsy Lovett; 
co-chairs were Betsy and Steven Siegel, M.D., Nanette and 
David McInnes, M.D., and Paula and Michael Phelan, M.D.

Each year, the Red Rose Ball raises money to continue the 
Mission to serve the sick and the poor in Northeast Florida 
and Southeast Georgia. This year, the event raised more than 
$350,000 and all proceeds will benefit the St. Vincent’s pulmo-
nary program, for early diagnosis and treatment of lung cancer. 

Annual Red Rose Ball was 
‘some enchanted evening’

Joe and Sunny Hartigan

Jim and Kristi Aiello

Pamela Williams and 
Brooks Biagini

Jay and 
Renee Farhat
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The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes great pride in being able to give back 
to our community.  The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom 
not only benefits our seriously injured clients, but other deserving members 
of our community that the law firm cares so much about. 

The Pajcics have always been basketball fans so the firm 
was thrilled to sponsor a recent basketball legends event 
at Jacksonville University.
Former NBA all-stars
and hall of fame
members joined
together for a
memorable time
all in support of JU
Dolphin athletics.

It's a fabulous way to recycle flowers. The Pajcic Firm recently
donated to Bouquets of Kindness, a charitable organization
that takes flowers leftover
from weddings or events to
nursing homes, hospices,
hospitals and more. 
Lisa Kirkwood's husband 
is one of Michael Pajcic's
former clients. Lisa used 
a portion of his settlement
to start the foundation so
she could spread a little 
joy to those in need. All donations, including the actual flowers, 

to bouquetsofkindness.org 
are tax deductible. 

Service. Experience. Results.

Steve, Michael, and Curt Pajcic golfing
with the great Artis Gilmore 

NBA legends Artis Gilmore, George Gervin,
Rick Barry and Robert Parish 
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Runners from all over Jacksonville gathered 
at the Baseball Grounds for the 8th annual 
Wolfson Children’s Challenge Jan. 28.

The family-oriented event, which was 
sponsored by Thrivent Mutual Funds, 
honored 55 children who have benefited 
from the life-saving care at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital. It serves as a fundraiser for the 
region’s not-for-profit pediatric referral 
center that serves more than 80,000 children 
of all ages each year, regardless of their 
ability to pay.

Proceeds from the event benefited a 
Technology and Equipment Support 
Endowment for Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
which was matched by Baptist Health for 
the Wolfson Children’s Challenge Endowment.

The inspiration for the Challenge came 
from Paul Wilson, whose newborn son, 
Luke, faced a difficult surgery within hours 
of his birth. Wilson hoped to raise $5,000 
by running 55 miles, which was the age of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital during his son’s 
stay. Since then the annual event has raised 
nearly $3 million for life-saving technology 
for children.

The Challenge consisted of three different 
kinds of road races: a 55-kilometer (34.1 
miles) Ultra Marathon/Relay, a 30-kilometer 
(18.6 miles) Individual Run, and a One-mile 
Fun Run. 

Wolfie, the mascot of Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, was there. Also included in the 
event was a Home Depot Workshop for 
kids; several clowns from the Gator Clown 
Alley; bounce houses; Microsoft video 
games; a Karate America demonstration; 

a performance by the indie-rock garage 
band, Flipturn; appearances by the Storm 
Troopers from the 501st Legion; bike 
helmet fittings by The Players Center for 
Child Health – Safe Kids Northeast Florida; 
fun with bubbles by Bubbles are My 
SuperPower, a photo booth sponsored by 
Tin Can Photo Lounge; a party supply and 
rental shop in Fernandina Beach; an ed-
ucational presentation and animals from 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens; the 
Jacksonville Jaguars D-Line; and Princess 
appearances by Girly-Girl Partea’s.

Families have fun at Wolfson 
Children’s Challenge

Valerie Boote of Riverside, an Interline Brands 
employee, helped kids complete a sailboat activity 
with Home Depot during the Wolfson Children’s 
Challenge Jan. 28.

Wolfson Children’s Auxiliary pet therapy dogs joined their owners during the Wolfson Children’s Challenge 
Jan. 28 at the Baseball Grounds.

AJ Rodriguez of San Marco, a Wolfson 55 kid, had a great time hanging with some of the many fun 
characters at the Wolfson Children’s Challenge.

For the second year in a row, the San Jose 
Rotary Club honored enlisted active duty 
members of the military from all five branches 
of service during its Presidents Day Charity 
Golf Tournament at San Jose Country Club.

During the tourney, which is in its 
14th consecutive year, 48 active duty 
enlisted men from the Air National 
Guard, Army, Coast Guard, Marines, 
and Navy, played as guests of the Rotarians 
during the club’s primary fundraiser for 
the year. In total, 100 golfers played in 
the event with many donating the Red, 
White, and Blue sponsorships of $1,100, 
which funded a military foursome.

“It really was fantastic. These are not officers, 
they’re enlisted,” said San Jose Rotary 
President Mike O’Brien. “They are some of 

the most polite and wonderful men you 
will ever meet.”

O’Brien said he expected the tournament 
to net more than $30,000, with all proceeds 
going to various charities including the 
Greater Jacksonville USO, YMCA, and 
Vision is Priceless.

Since the tournament’s beginning in 
2003, approximately $330,000 has been 
raised to provide critical funding in the 
fight to eradicated polio worldwide through 
the Rotary Foundation and in concert 
with organizations such as the Bill and 
Melinda Gates foundation. The event has 
also made significant contributions to 
local charitable organizations such as the 
Greater Jacksonville Area USO, YMCA, 
Stop Hunger Now and Special Olympics.

Active military competes in Rotary golf tourney

San Jose Rotary Club President Mike O’Brien with former Congressman Ander Crenshaw and San Jose 
Rotary Club President-elect Doug Childs.
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Wearing plaid was the order of the day when the members of Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church celebrated their heritage with a Kirkin’ of the Tartans service Jan. 29.

Included in the worship service was a blessing of the Tartans, a bagpipe player, and a 
recognition of family clans within the congregation, which was led by Lakewood’s Youth 
and Young Adults Minister Brian Mitchell, a native of Edinburgh, Scotland, who moved 
to the United States in 1996.

Joy Atkins, Lori Hallauer, Linda McDonald, Rosalie Scarborough, Brian Mitchell, Brennan Mitchell, Lisa 
Corner, Kay Taylor, Lance Taylor, Clayton Green, Karen Green, Mary Tillman, Steve Matheson, Barbara 
Matheson, Diana Quinlan, and Lenora Wilson (front step)

Lakewood Presbyterian celebrates its heritage

Ever the gracious host, Linda Cunningham 
opened the doors to her Kings Avenue 
boutique Feb. 9 for the 4th annual Heart of 
the Runway fashion show and luncheon to 
benefit North Florida School of Special 
Education. 

As in past years, 140 guests dined al 
fresco in the courtyard or amid racks of 
Cunningham’s unique designs, enjoying 
a meal catered by the school’s own Berry 
Good Farms. In addition to a parade of 
fashions provided by Cunningham, and 
by Dillard’s for the young ladies and men, 
NFSSE’s own Angels of the Woods circu-
lated among supporters. The calendar 
models brought attention to the school’s 
expansion project, which will include a 
lower school campus and equestrian center.

Gross results from the show are nearly 
$12,000 and Linda Cunningham will 
donate 10 percent from all sales that day, 
according to Melanie Jensen, NFSSE 
development director.

4th Annual Heart of the Runway 
sets stage for successful support

Michelle Margol, Helen Marrone, Carol Reimer, Linda Cunningham, Dina Fetner

Anna Rodriguez, Barbara McMorrow, owner of 
Visiting Angels, Kathy FlynnKristina Lu with NFSSE Art Teacher Jill Morrow

NFSSE Angels of the Woods C.J. Scott, Katherine 
Winslow, Maddie Mottas

2 Shircliff Way, Suites 200-220
DePaul Professional Bldg.
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Photos courtesy of Edward Becker, MD

BEFORE

12 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of A. Jay Burns, MD
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16 weeks after CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of John B. Fasano, MD
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“Into the Woods,” the theme of the 10th 
annual Root Ball held at WJCT TV Studio 
Feb. 11, was evident throughout the evening 
with guests in flannel shirts and other 
woodsy garb, and a menu abounding with 
items named for flora and fauna. 

Patrons dined on Little Lamb Bites, 
Assorted Earthy Breads, Ethereal Bird of 
Prey and Forest Wilde Beast, as well as 
Roasted Woodland Roots and Lichen This 
Risotto. Even items in the silent auction 
bore woodland signatures, such as Journey 
into the Woods, a seven-day North Carolina 
get-away for six donated by John Hurtubise 
and Ric Goodman.

Proceeds from the ball benefit both 
Greenscape and The Late Bloomers Garden 
Club, which has partnered with Greenscape 
of Jacksonville, Inc. on the Root Ball since 
2007 to raise awareness of the importance 
of trees in our community. 

Chairs for Root Ball 2017 were Laura 
Haley and Mike Robinson, and Tree of Life 
presenting sponsors were Jennifer and 
Joseph Duke. 

10th Annual Root Ball 
goes ‘into the woods’

The 2nd annual Downtown Vision Inc. 
gala was a nautically casual affair at 
Friendship Fountain, and included River 
Taxi tours and demonstrations by the 
Museum of Science & History. 

Leveraging the success of DVI’s 2016 
inaugural gala, Urban Oasis, which raised 
$15,000 to build the first parklet in Downtown 
Jacksonville, proceeds from the 2017 River 
of Dreams event will benefit riverfront 
activation initiatives downtown.

During the event, the #DT Jax Award 
winners were celebrated for creating a 
vibrant environment, supporting economic 
revitalization efforts and reinforcing 
Downtown as the premier center for arts, 
dining, retail, entertainment, business 
and/or urban living in Northeast Florida. 
Recognized were Michael Ryan as Down-
town Ambassador of the Year; Ben Davis 
of Intuition Ale Works as Downtowner of 
the Year; the Winston Family YMCA as 
Downtown Project of the Year, and City 
Council President Lori Boyer with the 
Downtown Achievement Award.

DVI gala themes 
address Downtown 
initiatives

Marianne and Brian Peters

Dave and Connie Harrell with Aundra Wallace, 
Kristin Rousseau, Traci Jenks and Andrea Danti

LaVonne Johnson, DVI Chair  
Terry Durand-Stuebben and Jill Tayse

Leslie Pierpont, Jay Wright and Martha Barrett

Michael and Mishayla Schmidt

Event Co-chair Mike Robinson with Tracey Fribourg

Anna Dooley, Greenscape Executive Director

Bill and Laura Haley, Event Co-Chair

904.472.9809
abrain4@gmail.com

Today’s market needs an experienced agent. 
I Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Anne Burpee Rain
Broker Associate, Previews International
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

Jacksonville’s spring climate brings out 
happy buyers in swarms. Like a bee, I 

find myself busily buzzing from home to 
home as I help sellers get ready to sell. 

Buyers are buying with record speed 
in our historic areas but sellers, be 

forewarned. Buyers expect the house 
to pass inspections and that, my 
friends, is not always an easy task. 

Curb appeal, great photographs 

and staging gets buyers inside your house but 
taking the contract to closing often requires 
fixing the worn out systems prior to marketing. 
The crawlspace, attic, roof, AC system, wiring 
and plumbing all need to be serviceable. Avoid 
buyers backing out of the purchase by knowing 
your home’s condition.

Allow me to take this moment to shout ‘thank 
you’ to my favorite, fearless contractors who 
tackle all the quirky things we find in crawlspaces 

and attics. I couldn’t do this job without you and 
your incredible patience and wisdom.

And to you my lovely buyers and sellers...
thank you for endlessly allowing me to open doors 
for you. The stories you share with me are forever 
inspirational. Without you, I’d be bored to tears 
with nothing to do on some all too quiet beach. 
Don’t let that happen...keep calling me. I love my 
job because of you and your beautiful homes.

—Anne Rain

Spring has Sprung

904.389.9229
touchtonplumbing.com

FREE ESTIMATES
416 Ryan Ave.  | Jacksonville

State Cert. #CFC056489

We’re

as a customer!
to have

LUCKY
YOU 24 HOUR SERVICE
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Leslie and Bobby Weed, co-founders of 
HEAL (Helping Enrich Autistic Lives), 
welcomed guests to a celebration under the 
stars Feb. 23. Held on the second floor of 
the TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse, Starry Skies 
& Butterflies celebrated 10 years of grant-
making to serve the needs of children on 
the autistic disorder spectrum in Jacksonville. 

The star-studded event featured world-re-
nowned performance painter David Garibaldi, 
and 1970s dancing to the music of Boogie 
Freaks. In keeping with HEAL’s mission to 
support other nonprofit organizations who 
serve children with autism, proceeds from 
the auction of a special mosaic created by 
the North Florida School of Special Education 
was donated to the school.

HEAL has granted over $2 million locally 
since its beginnings, and in 2016 began 
iHEAL, a program to distribute 200 iPADs 
to children with autism in local schools.

Soaring high, HEAL serves those 
on autism disorder spectrum

Hank Griffis with Heal Co-founders Leslie  
and Bobby Weed

Tracy and Jason Bethea Debbie Joye, Roberta Konradi and Carla Jennings

Breanna Bryant with Dawson, the 
Henderson Haven’s assistance dog

Young Lawyers put the heat on for good cause

The Jacksonville Asian American Bar Association 
team won Best Overall and Most Original. Front, 
Bella Aguila, Maria Aguila; back: Nicole Liu, Phoenix 
and Dee Stresing, Art Stresing

The Young Lawyers Section of the 
Jacksonville Bar Association kept chili 
pots stirred Feb. 18 to raise $8,000 for the 
Anthony J. Stinson Association for Change, 
a Northside charity which offers tutoring, 
mentorship and civic guidance to help 
youth at risk find ways to resolve conflicts 
peacefully and to avoid violence. Stinson’s 
teenage son was killed in a drive-by shooting 
in 2013. The event also provided four 
carloads of in-kind donations, such as 
board games, school supplies and snacks.

Bringing chili, charity and community 
together under the Fuller Warren 
Bridge, 36 teams vied for prizes in 
several categories. The “Crowd Favorites” 
included chili made by Smith Hulsey 
& Busey, Ansbacher Law and McGlinchey 
Stafford, while “Best Overall by Judges” 
was given to Moseley Prichard Parrish 
Knight & Jones, who also won Meatiest, 
Johnson and Lufrano, and Jacksonville 
Asian-American Bar Association, which 
also was awarded Most Original.

Other winners included Brennan Manna 
Diamond for spiciest chili, Spohrer and 
Dodd for Best Cornbread and McGuire 
Woods for Best Fixins.

The McGlinchey Stafford team was a Crowd Favorite: Wes Ridout, Gabriel Hartsell, Amy Kisz, Jessica 
Vantroost, Daniel Pasky

The Spohrer Dodd team of Saul Weinstein, Steve 
Browning, Keith Maynard, Jay Howanitt was voted 
Best Cornbread.

For up-to-date details, please visit the
Florida Eucharistic Congress website at

FloridaEucharist.org

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
FLORIDA

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
“Do Whatever He Tells You” | “Haced Toto Lo Que Él Os Diga”

Featured Keynote Speakers Live Q&A

Archbishop Christophe Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States

Helen Alvaré Tom Coughlin
Advisor to the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops
VP, Football Operations

Jacksonville Jaguars

2017 Speakers Include

Dr. Edward Sri, Theologian, author, and  co-founder of FOCUS 

Marie Miller, Catholic Recording Artist
Chris Padgett, Catholic Speaker & AuthorChris Padgett

Jim the Spoon Man, Children’s Track Entertainment

2017 Speakers Include

Dr. Edward Sri, Theologian, author, and  co-founder of FOCUS 
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Seattle 

Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR, Franciscan Friars of the Renewal

Marie Miller
Father Michael Gaitley, Bestselling author of 33 Days to Morning Glory

March 24 & 25, 2017
Prime Osborn III Convention Center

Friday, doors open at 5:30 p.m. | Saturday, doors open at 7:00 a.m.
Jacksonville, FL
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“Renewed: To be Made Strong Again” was 
the theme of the 6th annual Mukti Freedom 
Gala, a fundraiser for Rethreaded held Feb. 
11 at the Glass Factory downtown.

Mukti, which means “freedom” in Bengali, 
is the nonprofit’s primary fundraising event 
to provide meaningful work for women 
survivors of human trafficking. The gala 
included dinner, silent auction, poetry 
readings, live music and shopping 
Rethreaded’s products, including scarves, 
handbags, and jewelry.

In five years, the Barnett Street-based 
organization founded by Kristin Keen of 
Riverside has provided more than 17,000 
hours of work to 24 survivors locally, and 
helped to sustain the freedom of more than 
2,200 women internationally.

Proceeds from the ball will support 
Rethreaded’s Survivor Advocate Program, 
which provides survivors of human trafficking 
with case management, mental health 
counseling, crisis counseling and classes.  

Mukti Freedom Gala provides second 
chance for victims of human trafficking

Nicole Brose and Gary E. Adler

Mae and Tim Cannon Cada White with Kathi Vodenicken

Gabrielle Saul, Grace Driscoll Brittany and Mike Pagante

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida received a special Valentine from the 
office of Dr. Clayman’s Plastic Surgery Center. Meeting with staff on the nonprofit’s 
main campus in the Brentwood area, Dr. Loren Clayman (back row, left) and Dr. 
Mark Clayman (back row, third from left) delivered 1,400 custom-design cards to be 
distributed to children at the 14 Boys & Girls Clubs centers through Jacksonville.

Plastic surgeons 
make Valentine’s Day 
special for youth

TheP Craftsmen

Expert Painters of Historical Homes
Interior & Exterior Custom Painting

904.435.3376
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Former Fox News anchor Megyn Kelly, 
now with NBC News, was the second of 
three distinguished speakers in The Women’s 
Board Florida Forum speaker series, now 
in its 25th season. The Jan. 30 event at the 
Times-Union Center for Performing Arts 
was well attended as guests were interested 
in hearing Kelly’s views about the election 
season and the state of journalism.

The Florida Forum has featured a wide 
array of speakers in politics, entertainment, 
business and more, and has contributed 
more than $7 million to Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital.

Celebrity journalist 
speaks at Florida Forum

Coming up on March 13, former University 
of Florida, Heisman trophy winner and 
philanthropist Tim Tebow will be the final 
speaker for the 2016-2017 season. Scott Wooten with Martin and Cynthia Van Trieste, John Wilbanks

Elli and Charles Zimmerman with Carolyn Hawthorne

Medical community views ground-breaking stem cell processes
Medical professionals and those in related 

industries enjoyed the unique opportunity 
to witness a ground-breaking live demon-
stration of producing stem cells from fat 
(stromal vascular fraction, i.e., SVF), plate-
let-rich plasma, and bioprinting during a 
two-day Stem Cell Symposium put on by 
the Cell Surgical Network of Florida Feb. 2-3.

Spearheading the symposium at Memorial 
Hospital were Lewis Obi, M.D., ABPS, BSP, 
FRSA, medical director of the Obi Plastic 
Surgery Clinic and CSN Florida, David 
Heekin, M.D., FACS, medical director of 
St. Vincent’s Medical Center Orthopedic 
Center of Excellence, and Orlando G. Florete 
Jr., M.D., president of the Florida Society 
of Interventional Pain Physicians and medical 
director of the Institute of Pain Management.

Joining Obi, Heekin and Florete at the 
symposium were an international faculty 

of stem cell experts including Paul Gatenholm, 
Ph.D., director of 3D Bioprinting & 
Biopolymer Technology, Chalmers University 
Sweden and adjunct professor at Virginia 
Tech and Wake Forest University; Hee 
Young Lee, M.D., Ph.D. stem cell specialist 
and CEO of Medikan International in Seoul, 
Korea, and Stuart Williams, Ph.D., director 
of the Bioficial Organs Program and Jewish 
Hospital Endowed Chair in Cardiovascular 
Innovation at the University of Louisville; 
Nathan Bryan, Ph.D., HumanN – Nitric 
Oxide and Professor at Baylor College of 
Medicine; Curtis Beauregard, M.D., neu-
rosurgeon pain M.D. in Nashville, Tenn., 
and Helmut Makosch, Msc, stem cell 
scientist in Jacksonville.

The symposium’s first day was spent at 
Dr. Obi’s plastic surgery clinic, where 
participants watched demonstrations of 

live preparation of SVF, PRP and bioprinting 
as well as concepts of stem cell expansion 
and storage. Also in the mix was the 
first-ever live demonstration of bioprinting 

cartilage for nose, ear and knee in this type 
of stem cell symposium.

By attending the symposium, participants 
earned as many as 12 CME credits.

An evening reception followed a long day of activities for international faculty and special guests. Pictured are 
Paul Gatenholm PhD, Lewis Obi MD, ABPS, Hee Young Lee MD, PhD, Steven Hwang and Sean Lim.

WINSTON FAMILY YMCA
221 Riverside Avenue
904.355.1436

Stop by the Welcome Center today 
or sign up online at 
FirstCoastYMCA.org.

Financial assistance is available.
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The planning meeting for the 31st 
Annual Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon 
and Silent Auction, to be presented by 
the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary, 
was graciously hosted by Marilyn Carpenter 
at her home in Mandarin Jan. 31.

The annual Celebrity Chefs event, to 
be held Thursday, Mar. 30, at the Prime 
Osborn Convention Center, will include 
a silent auction, which raises thousands 
of dollars for special projects. Supporters 
will take home a recipe book of dishes 
served at the tasting by leaders of local 
nonprofit organizations.

The Auxiliary membership includes 
over 100 women who work throughout 
the year to make this event possible. Funds 
raised through this event support several 
of The Salvation Army’s programs including 
scholarships for homeless children at the 
Child Development Center; contributions 
to the family self-sufficiency fund and 

Planning for Celebrity 
Chefs event in full swing

Hostess Marilyn Carpenter with Virginia Anthony

purchasing bus passes for the Towers Center 
of Hope and social service programs; 
purchasing clothing for Angel Tree bags 
distributed to low-income families at 
Christmas time, and ongoing support of 
the Adult Rehabilitation Center.

Linda White and Linda Tuschinski with Mike O’Brien, Executive Director of Greater Jacksonville Area USO, Carol Hamilton

Members at Hendricks Avenue Baptist 
Church had a sampling Feb. 22 of what was 
to come when Second-Generation Holocaust 
Survivor Naomi Chase and Stacey Goldring, 
facilitator of the JFCS Second Generation 
Writer’s Workshop, stopped by to introduce 
the “Through the Lens of the Second Gen” 
art exhibition, which will be on display at 
the church, Wednesday, March 8 through 
Monday, May 1.

More than 50 members turned out on a 
rainy evening to gain insight into the ex-
hibition, which will be displayed in the 
church’s art gallery, and to hear Chase, 
director of education at The Temple in San 
Jose, read an essay entitled “A Meal of 
Mourning for Ghosts,” which she wrote 
about her father, a Holocaust survivor.

Goldring, a local writer, spent the last 
two years working with second generation 
Holocaust survivors by leading a writer’s 
workshop to promote healing. Last year, 

she joined with Bolles Art Teacher, Jim 
Smith, an HAB member, to create the art 
show to coincide with essays written by the 
survivors in her writing group. The Bolles 
AP seniors created three-dimensional works 
to illustrate their idea of what the “ideal 
Jacksonville Holocaust memorial” might 
look like. 

At 6:15 p.m., Wednesday, March 8, Goldring 
will lead a docent-style tour of the students’ 
art works and the essays that inspired them. 

Goldring said writing serves as a conduit 
to help Second Generation survivors find 
their identity. The Second Generation has 
been silent until a few years ago, and she 
developed the project to help the Jacksonville 
community gain a better understanding of 

“survivorship,” she said. “If you live without 
doing anything, the wrath of Hitler will not 
stop,” she said. “That hatred seeps through 
all boundaries. It’s going on right now. It 
does not stop.”

Second Gen Holocaust exhibit 
to be displayed at HAB

Second-generation 
Holocaust survivor 
Naomi Chase with 

Stacey Goldring
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Towers resident 
shares secret to 
her longevity
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

The secret to a long life is to “eat right 
and be happy,” says Lucille Nagy, a San 
Marco resident.

The longtime Towers of Jacksonville 
tenant ought to know. On January 19, 2017, 
she turned 99.

“I don’t do anything but eat right,” 
explained Nagy. “When people ask me 
how I am, I say, ‘meaner than yesterday,’” 
she said laughing. “I love everybody here. 
We don’t have anybody but happy people 
living here.”

Nagy has lived more than 20 years at the 
Towers of Jacksonville, formerly Baptist 
Towers. Born in upstate New York, she came 
to Jacksonville when she was 28 and lived 
on both the Westside and in Southside 
Estates prior to becoming a San Marco 
resident at the Towers in 1993. 

“To me this place is nothing but home, 
I’ve been here so long,” she said. “I love San 
Marco. It’s convenient to everything – the 
hospitals, the restaurants.”

For nearly 20 years, Nagy worked on 
the desk at the Towers, greeting visitors 
when they came in. Now, she works the 
desk sporadically when needed as a vol-
unteer, she said. In her spare time, she 
watches the “boob tube,” works puzzles, 
and colors in “old folks coloring books.” 

A member of Southside Baptist Church, 
she said she “fell in love” with Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Gary Webber the first time she 
met him., “I told him when I died, I want 
him to do my service,” she said, adding Dr. 
Webber was somewhat taken aback by her 
comment at the time.

Morning and evening prayer time also 
has contributed to her long life, Nagy 
said. Nagy said she prays in her apartment 
living room, which directly faces the St. 
Johns River. “I have automatic prayer 
time first thing in the morning and each 
night, looking toward the river,” she said, 

Bishop Kenny celebrated the 60th 
anniversary of its 1957 state basketball 
championship Feb. 3 by welcoming alumni 
members of the team to view a game 
between the varsity Crusaders and The 
Bolles School.

The team was invited to enjoy reserved 
seating at the game in John Baldwin 
gymnasium and was honored at halftime 
in front of a large and boisterous crowd. 
The gym is named after John Baldwin, 
coach of the 1957 team.

The 1957 Florida State Championship Bishop Kenny Basketball team

Alumni members of the Bishop Kenny 1957 State Basketball Championship who returned to the school 
to celebrate Feb. 3 were: Fr. Mike Williams ‘57, Jay Sherman ‘57, Charles Sharpe ‘57, Don McGovern ‘57, 
Charlie Linning ‘57, who is holding the trophy, Msgr. Motrimer Danaher, who was president of Bishop 
Kenny High School in 1957, Dennis Lanahan ’58, Bill Jackson ’57 and Joe Antone ’57.

Bishop Kenny 1957 Cager State 
Champs celebrate 60th anniversary

noting at night she turns all her lights 
off and lets twinkling lights from the 
river and the city sweep through her 
apartment. “It’s such a beautiful thing,” 
she said.

“When 
people ask 

me how  
I am, I say, 

‘meaner than 
yesterday.”

— Lucille Nagy

ANTIQUES & SUCH
Antiques and Collectibles 

SPODE • WEDGEWOOD• ROYAL DOULTON• BALEEK
WATERFORD • LIMOGES• COALPORT• DEPRESSION GLASS

Excellent gift opportunities
4302A Plymouth Street (across Roosevelt from the Kent Campus, FSCJ)

10:30-5:30 Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

CHANDELIERS  •  LAMPS • DINING AND SIDE CHAIRS 
ORIENTAL SCREENS • CRYSTAL  • FRAMED PICTURES AND PAINTINGS 

BRASS AND CRYSTAL CANDLESTICKS  • COLLECTORS’  ITEMS

-jennie szaltis - watercolorist

is proud to present the 

27th Annual Art Show
featuring Jennie Szaltis and her students

March 11, 2017 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Trends Art and Home Botique

3919 Hendrick Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Shoppes of Avondale | 3639 St. Johns Avenue | blendindooroutdoor.com  f

YOUR INDOOR OUTDOOR 
LIFESTYLE RETAILER 

 

Come see our new shipment 
of Blue and White.

1203 Hendricks Avenue • (904) 396-1611 • www.nauglefuneral.com
Trust Your Arrangements to an Independent, Family Owned and Operated Funeral Home.

Some of the best love 
stories are told at 

Naugle Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services.  
Whether it’s a story of 

how they met or the years 
together, we give our 

families an opportunity to 
tell their love stories.  



Robert Hogan is active again after working with 
Physical Therapist Bruce Cathcart at Baptist 
AgeWell Center.

Baptist AgeWell Center is a unique doctor’s office with a team of professionals who can 
help older adults:  

n Improve mobility and strength
n Build independent living skills
n Manage medications

n Cope with declining memory
n Manage emotional issues and depression
n Improve nutrition

Robert parked his wheelchair 
and got moving again
Walking used to be a difficult task for Robert 
Hogan. But thanks to the Balance Program at 
AgeWell, the former marathoner has parked 
his wheelchair and walker and is active again. 

Robert has a neurological condition that 
causes fluid in his brain and throws off his 
balance. A physical therapist at AgeWell 
introduced him to the Balance Master 
system, a device that assesses and treats 
balance and stability issues with exercises 
tailored to a patient’s needs. 

“The Balance Master was impressive. It 
pointed out what I could and couldn’t do 
and helped restore some of my balance 
and ability,” said the 81-year-old Atlantic 
Beach resident. The therapy is one of many 
offerings at Baptist AgeWell Center for 
Senior Health.

A former long-distance runner with more 
than 200 marathons under his belt, Robert 
is now able to shop, cook and do more. He’s 
even participating in adaptive race-walking 
competitions. 

“I am amazed by how much more active Robert is,” said his wife Gladys. “He walks 1 to 2 miles a day 
and is much happier, all around.” 

To make an appointment, call 904.202.4AGE (4243).

© Baptist Health 2016
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Foot specialist aims to keep seniors “functioning and mobile”
Dr. Earl Horowitz, the prominent Riverside 

foot specialist who has spent the last 57 
years with a “one-stop” podiatry practice 
specializing in diabetic, wound care and 
help for those with ingrown toenails, calluses, 
heel spurs and bunions, is now turning his 
focus to geriatric foot care.

Although he admits there is no cure for 
growing older, Horowitz believes it is 
possible to cure many conditions associated 
with aging by encouraging seniors to take 
good care of their feet. 

“There is practically nobody who doesn’t 
have a foot problem when they reach 60 
years of age,” Horowitz said. “People are 
living longer. The average older person 
has six or more conditions at one time so 
there is a need for a completely different 
concept when it comes to the geriatric. 
They need more time, more care and the 
most important thing is to keep the person 
functioning and mobile.”

Seniors often live with unnecessary pain, 
believing it to be a “normal” condition, 
Horowitz said. “By coming to me, I can help 
them control pain and keep them comfortable 
and functioning,” he said. “A lot have been 
accepting foot pain most of their lives. A 
little pain on one foot makes you switch to 
the other foot and can make it more easy 
to fall,” he said.

The needs of senior citizens vary greatly 
depending upon age and experience, and 
it is important for seniors to see a podiatrist 
who understands the unique problems they 
face, he said. The medical problems a patient 
encounters between the ages of 65 and 75 
are far different from those when they reach 
75 and 80 or when they are older than 85. 
“People can be very active between 65 and 
75, and not so much later on,” he said. 

One fear plaguing nearly all senior citizens 
is the fear of falling, Horowitz said. “With 
a fall, in one minute your whole life changes,” 
he explained. “Podiatry has multiple ways 
of controlling things so people don’t fall. 
The most important is where your feet are 
when you fall because the cause of all falling 
is the foot. People trip when they are not 
balanced,” he explained, noting the last step 
on a staircase is usually the cause of most 
mishaps. “It’s not knowing the ground is 
coming up when it is.”

To keep seniors healthy and mobile, 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of foot 
issues is vital, Horowitz said. He recommends 
all seniors come in for a “wellness” visit. 

“I often ask, ‘When was the last time you 
had your foot examined?’” he joked. 

But on a serious note, expertise in diabetic 
and wound foot care is essential in ap-
proaching geriatric podiatry, said the “first 
in his class” graduate of Temple University 
School of Podiatric Medicine who is board 
certified in primary care podiatry, foot 
surgery and diabetic wound care. 

Many seniors don’t realize there are special 
braces in orthotics that can control how the 
foot functions increasing stability, he said, 
and the main reason diabetic seniors lose 
a leg is from infection caused by an ingrown 
toenail. Because the feet play an integral 
role in a patient’s overall health, Horowitz 
said it is important to consider social, 
psychological, physical and medical needs. 
Key to senior care is listening and spending 
time with the patient, as well as consulting 
with family, caregivers and others who have 
insight into the patient’s wellbeing, he said.

 “Doctors spend their time looking at the 
computer and not the patient, but patients 
want three things: to be looked at like a 
human being; to be talked to; and to have 
their physician listen to what their problems 
are. That’s my whole approach in treating 
my senior patients,” he said. 

When surgery is necessary, Horowitz uses 
a “minimal incision” approach for quicker 
recovery and to reduce scarring and pain. 
Preventive surgery may be necessary to 
“reshape” a foot to get rid of deformities, 
which might cause a fall, he said, adding it 
might be necessary to remove a bunion so 
that it does not turn into an ulcer. 

“My goal is to keep you out of the 
hospital,” Horowitz explained. Most op-
erations are done in his office, away from 
the surgery center, allowing his patients 
to “walk in, have surgery, and walk out” 
on the same day.

“I’m a relic being a single practitioner,” 
Horowitz said. “I’m offering the personal 
touch and the ability to keep my senior 
patients functioning and mobile. As a senior 
myself, I know we deserve it. We finally got 
to be a geriatric, why not enjoy it? We have 
a right to enjoy the ability to walk through 
life comfortably.”

Visit Dr. Horowitz at the Center for Foot 
Health, Diabetic Foot, Wound and Geriatric 
Podiatry Center, 2550 Park Street, or call (904) 
387-0433 for an appointment. Dr. Horowitz’s 
practice is open Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is closed on Fridays.

Dr. Earl Horowitz examines a foot

Center for Foot Health
Diabetic Foot & Wound

GERIATRIC FOOT CENTER
2550 Park Street

904-387-0433

What Aging Should Be...
In a culture that views aging as a time of decline, Aging True 
Community Senior Services guides older individuals to help make 
their elder years an enriching and graceful culmination of life. We 
provide seniors with the care and assistance they need to live 
independently. Join us in celebrating and supporting the gift of aging. 
Aging gracefully and with dignity is what every person deserves.

904.807.1203  
or  

info@AgingTrue.org
www.AgingTrue.org

FACEBook.Com/AgingtruE

@AgingtruE
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Barbara Anne Johnson Suddath was “a 
woman who could have been unhappy, but 
chose to be happy,” said Barbara (Babs) 
Suddath Strickland in the eulogy for her 
mother during her funeral at All Saints 
Episcopal Church Feb. 4.

“She could have been unhappy because 
she was often in physical pain,” said Strickland, 

“but she chose to focus on other things, on 
the beautiful day, on the joy of children 
playing, on the pleasure her dog expressed 
when she caressed him. She was childlike, 
but never childish.”

Suddath, who passed away peacefully in 
her St. Nicholas home January 16, was a 
woman “who knew what mattered to her 
and exhibited a firm moral code that never 
wavered,” said Strickland. “To her, people 
were all good unless they proved otherwise. 
Skin color, religion or wealth were not 
deciding factors. Her moral code wasn’t 
imposed on others through rigid rules, only 
through example. She never asked of others 
what she did not practice daily, and she 
practiced exceptional compassion,” she said.

A native of Colorado, Suddath had been 
born to wealth and privilege, but was not 
afraid to work hard, said Strickland. She 
attended Chatham Hall in Virginia and the 
University of Colorado. As a college freshman 

“she was very beautiful” and she caught the 
eye of her future husband, Dick Suddath, a 
law student, because “she had a car and he 
didn’t,” recalled her daughter, Julia Suddath-
Ranne of St. Nicholas. 

When Dick Suddath left law school to 
serve in World War II, she became his 
war bride, taking a train to South Carolina 
to marry him in Charleston, where he 
was stationed, teaching military tactics 
at The Citadel. 

Suddath was at her husband’s side when 
he gave up his dream of becoming a law 
professor to take over his father’s company, 

Suddath Moving and Storage (now known 
as the Suddath Companies). At the end of 
the war, his father died and the couple 
moved to Jacksonville, where Dick trans-
formed the business from a small local 
company to one with branches and agents 
throughout the United States and world. 
He also helped found Atlas Van Lines, and 
his company became its largest agent.

Suddath eventually earned her bachelor’s 
degree at Jacksonville University and 
graduated from the University of Florida 
with a Master of Education. Her greatest 
legacy was developing the first educational 
classes for students with specific learning 
disabilities at Alfred I. duPont Junior High 
School in the late 1960s, said Suddath-
Ranne. In one room at duPont, she taught 
varying subjects to students of various ages. 
Her special class was the first of its kind 
in Duval County,” according to an article 
in the Florida Times-Union.

“I found I was attracted to the students 
who had the problems, not the ones who 
got along fine, so I knew I did not belong 
in the regular classroom,” Suddath was 
quoted in the article. A founder of the Duval 
chapter of the Council for Exceptional 

Children, Suddath also served as its president, 
and strove to provide new and innovative 
approaches to teaching students who learned 
in nontraditional ways.

Suddath understood what it meant to 
be disabled because, as a teenager, she lost 
90 percent of her hearing due to an infection. 
Yet, she enjoyed music, had season tickets 
to the Jacksonville Symphony, and served 
on the board of Jacksonville’s Friday 
Musicale, said Suddath-Ranne.

“She could hear music and birds and 
animals, but she couldn’t hear language,” 
said Suddath-Ranne. “She was quite skilled 
at reading lips, but she still sometimes 
misunderstood what you said.”

Suddath loved projects. After she and 
her husband bought a dilapidated historic 
1870s house on Hazzard’s Point, she restored 
it to a warm and comfortable home while 
he enjoyed a six-week camping trip, said 
Suddath-Renne. 

The Suddaths were members of the “Over 
the Hill Canoe Group,” and enjoyed traveling 
on wilderness rivers and lakes in Canada 
and Alaska. “She was a real trouper. She 
was in pain most of her life due to arthritis 
in her knees and back. Yet, they were always 
on a boat trip. She was just willing to do 
anything,” said Suddath-Ranne. 

A lover of all of God’s creatures, especially 
dogs, Suddath was so calm around the wild 
birds eating at her bird feeders she didn’t 
flinch when one sat on her head and plucked 
her hair out to build a nest, recalled Suddath-
Ranne. “She loved her dogs more than 
anything and would take them in the car 
with her everywhere,” she said.

A member of All Saints Episcopal Church 
since 1946, Suddath taught Sunday school, 
served in the prayer ministry and was a 
member of the alter guild for more than 
50 years.  

“She always seemed very peaceful and 
happy. She was very spiritual. She was a 
gentle soul,” said her granddaughter, Jessica 
Miller of St. Nicholas.

– In Memoriam – 

Barbara Anne Johnson Suddath
October 15, 1922 – January 16, 2017

Barbara Suddath

Wherever you are… 
we come to you!

Mobile Nail services 
specializing in Senior Care.

Ask for Rishawn,  
licensed and experienced
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(904) 655-8302

North Florida’s
#1 Diner.

Void Magazine • Folio Weekly • Florida Times Union
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3302 Hendricks Avenue

(904) 398-3701

MANDARIN
12807 San Jose Boulevard

(904) 638-6185

Ortega
4495 Roosevelt Boulevard

(904) 999-4600

metrodiner.com
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Just in time for Valentine’s Day, 15 couples 
who have been married between five and 
60 years celebrated their marriages during 
a special re-consecration ceremony at the 
Congregation Ahavath Chesed’s Temple in 
San Jose Feb. 10.

Included among the happy couples were 
Tony and Julie Martin of San Marco, married 
for 15 years, who enjoyed the service with 

their children, 8-year-old Evelyn and 
10-year-old David. Also in the mix were 
Rebecca and Allan Andrew of San Jose, who 
have been married 10 years.

The couple with the longest tenure was 
Donald and Ann Young, who have spent 
60 years together. Other couples who were 
blessed were Andy and Cindy Cohen, five 
years; Michelle DeDeo and Brad Lefkowitz, 

15 years; Garry and Melissa Solano, 20 years; 
Eric and Jan Smith, 25 years; Eric and Lisa 
Baker, 30 years; Murray and Nancy Stern, 
30 years; Mark and Laurette Kessler, 35 
years; Charles and Arlene Klein, 40 years; 
Dr. Randall and Shoshana Haas, 45 years; 
Bernard and Anne DePaul, 50 years; Melvyn 
and Beverly Fruit, 50 years; Max and Virginia 
Singer, 50 years. 

River Garden auxiliary hosts book sale
The River Garden Senior Services Auxiliary will hold a book sale Tuesday, March 

21, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., at River Garden Hebrew Home, 11401 Old St. Augustine 
Road in San Jose.

The book sale will offer new and gently used hardbacks and softbacks. Included 
in the inventory for sale are children’s storybooks and large print books. 

All proceeds will benefit the residents of River Garden Hebrew Home.
For further information contact Michele Steinfeld at luckybub68@gmail.com.

Fifteen couples had their unions blessed during a special marriage re-consecration ceremony at the Congregation Ahavath Chesed’s Temple in San Jose Feb. 10.

Couples re-consecrate their vows at The Temple

Custom Jewelry
Jewelry repair
pearl restringing
appraisals
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Board Certified by the American Board of Podiatrics 
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 On Site Orthotics Lab

Biofeedback and Associates provides 
neurofeedback and biofeedback 
training which teaches you to manage 
your brain and body. It can improve 
how you think, feel, and function.
We can help you manage brain 
imbalances with specialized biofeedback 
and neurofeedback training programs. 
This training allows you to improve 
health and wellness by tapping in your 
body’s natural healing abilities.

These Techniques can help:
• Improve concentration
• Stabilize mood
• Improve sleep
• Improve memory
• Increase relaxation
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6844 Linford Lane – This meticulously maintained 
“Forest Home” features three bedrooms, two baths, 
fresh neutral décor, many updates and enhancements 
and a beautiful pool. Additional amenities include 
formal living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room, dry and wet bars, and family room. All windows 
replaced, entire house repiped, new irrigation system 
and more! $665,000

6804 Linford Lane  – Beautifully updated “Forest 
Home” on a large corner lot with spacious rear yard 
and ample guest parking on paver driveway. Bright, 
light-filled rooms with large picture windows to enhance 
the views. Hardwood floors in all rooms except baths. 
Three bedrooms, three baths, spacious kitchen with 
adjacent family room, formal living room with fireplace, 
formal dining room and lush landscaping. $675,000

2327 Miller Oaks Drive North – This wonderful 
home is located within walking distance to The 
Bolles School. Features include four bedrooms; 
two full and one half baths; an open floor plan with 
living, dining, family and bonus rooms; a spacious 
kitchen with new granite countertops and island; 
fresh paint; lots of storage and more. $295,000

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®

904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com

8059 Hollyridge Road – Enjoy breathtaking golf-to-
lake views from this three bedroom, three full and one 
half bath home in Deerwood that has been remodeled 
and features an owner’s retreat with massive closet 
adjoining the owner’s suite and luxurious bath. House 
won award for the Best Remodeled Home and Baths 
in Jacksonville, presented by the Northeast Florida 
Builders Association. $799,900
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

Children riding bicycles down San Jose 
Boulevard to Peterson’s 5 and Dime for 
penny candy is a thing of the past. There is 
no stopping for a roast beef sandwich at 
Stand and Snack; no shopping at Geisenhof ’s 
Gift Shop or the Pic and Save; no accom-
panying your mother to the Silk Shop.  

Robin Music Ashourian of Colonial Manor 
has these fond memories and many more 
from her childhood growing up in San 
Marco near the duck pond on San Jose. 

“San Marco was the stomping grounds 
for kids all over the neighborhood,” said 
Ashourian. “My family had a big backyard 
so the neighborhood kids played football 
over here but the duck pond was the 
meeting place. If I had a disagreement 
with my parents I’d run off to the duck 
pond and write poetry. We knew all the 

ducks by name. The boys got into trouble 
for shooting out the street lights with BB 
guns and one time a kid made a boat and 
put it in the duck pond but it flipped over 
and he couldn’t swim! He yelled for help 
and one of the Yergin boys – Leon or Bruce 

– jumped in and saved him. We were all 
friends. The entire community was a sort 
of United Nations.” 

Ashourian and her younger-by-15-months 
sister Abby, attended the Little Red School 
House on St. Augustine Road for kindergarten. 
Beginning in first grade and every day 
through 6th grade, the girls walked to 
Hendricks Avenue Elementary School, where 
lunch cost 25 cents.  

“We would come home, get on our bicycles 
and Mom would say ‘Be home by dinner!’ 
It was such a simpler time – we felt safe,” 
said Ashourian. “We would go to ‘The Nice 
Man’s House’ and ring his door bell and he 
would give us candy. Now-a-days you would 
be very leery of that.”

Ashourian said growing up in the Colonial 
Manor neighborhood was quiet and calm. 

“It was very Jewish. My father was Armenian, 
but there were a lot of Arabic people, too,” 
she said. “Everybody – Arabic, Jewish, 
Catholic – we all got along. It didn’t matter; 
we were all just people and anyone would 
come running if you needed help. It was so 
nice. My mother and Mrs. Sleiman would 
stand outside and talk all the time and at 
Christmas she sent over baklava.” 

A favorite activity was to ride bicycles 
through the back streets, especially down 
River Road and Thrill Hill, where they would 
try to get up enough speed to get airborne, 
said Ashourian, who attended Alfred I. 
duPont Middle School. 

“It was a carefree childhood. I took ballet 
at Mervyn’s, which was next to where the 
Metro Diner is now and I walked there 
and back,” she recalled. “I sold Girl Scout 
cookies door to door. Most of my friends 
lived in the neighborhood on Alhambra, 
Mapleton and Waterman. It was a wonderful 
neighborhood with fantastic neighbors 
and still is.”

College at University of Florida was cut 
short for Ashourian when her mother 
became ill in 1975. She came home to help 
out, then married at age 23, had two children 
and is now grandmother to four. 

Divorced over 30 years, Ashourian never 
remarried, instead choosing to be a “stay-
at-home mommy” who was very active 
in her children’s lives as room mother, 
Girl and Boy Scout leader, soccer coach, 

volunteer for plays and other activities at 
The Bolles School. 

Ashourian described her participation 
in her young children’s lives as “the best 
days of my life.” When they entered high 
school, she began work in retail manage-
ment at Jacobson’s and then worked as 
business manager at Belk’s at the Mall of 
the Avenues for an exclusive cosmetics 
line. Following in her mother’s footsteps, 
Ashourian loves to cook and was always 
there when the Justin and Laura got home 
to have dinner together.  

“Being so close to my family, I wanted to 
establish the tight family structure that I 
had with my parents,” she said. “My daughter 
Laura Saoud and her family live a few blocks 

The Way We Were: Robin Music Ashourian

Continue on page 29

Girl Scout helpers Suzanne McGee, Jackie Boggs, Troop Leader Robin Ashourian, Julie Thew

Robin Ashourian poses in front of the fireplace in 
the same Colonial Manor home she grew up in.

We can take a 
memory that’s 
fading, and 
help it flourish. 

Assisted Living Facility License #12829

At Arbor Terrace San Jose, we have a progressive approach that redefines 
the traditional idea of memory care. Our focus is on the memory that 
remains, not what has been lost. Let us show you how we can provide 
your loved one with peace–and everyone in your family peace of mind.
 
Schedule a tour of our transformative community today.
Call (904) 516-9697 or visit us online at www.at-sanjose.com



MARCH 2017   |   RESIDENTNEWS.net RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS   |    41

away. I go out to the beach to see my son 
Justin and his wife and their new baby. I 
think it [their upbringing] has made them 
better parents.”  

Ashourian said her mother, Sara, was very 
“Old World” – old fashioned. “She did ev-
erything for my father, Larry Music. She 
was raised to look pretty, cook, clean, look 
after the children – not exactly a liberated 
female,” said Ashourian. “We were so close; 
I cried for about 10 years after she died.  

“Dad owned Atlantic Tank Trailer in 
Riverside and worked up until the day he 
died. Dad had leukemia but in his 90s he 
was still working,” she said. “He told sort 
of risqué jokes. He wrote them on 3 x 5 
cards so he could remember them. I found 
a whole drawer of them as well as love letters 
to my mother from New Guinea during 
World War II. I have saved so many things 
and am still going through so much. It is 

mind boggling that I ended up right back 
where I started but I feel a real sense of 
comfort. I feel my mother. I feel my father. 
He smoked cigars and every once in a while 
I think I can smell them. I can’t imagine 
living anywhere else. This neighborhood is 
still peaceful and beautiful.” 

Ashourian still lives in her childhood 
home and is busy renovating. The shag 
carpet has been torn out and the recently 
refinished original hardwood floors gleam. 
The Harvest Gold appliances in the kitchen 
have been replaced and updated. But, the 
swing built by her father is still in the 
backyard. The fireplace is the same, and the 
spirits of Ashourian’s parents live on in the 
house, where they lived from the 1950s 
until her father’s death eight years ago. 

“People have asked me if it’s creepy to live 
in the house where I grew up, where my 
parents lived and my dad died, but it is 
comforting to me,” Ashourian said. “I had 
been coming and going, helping care for 
my mother, then I moved back in when she 
died 10 years ago to help my dad with bills, 
housekeeping and all that.”

Although most of the neighbors have 
changed over the years, Ashourian and 
her neighbor across the street have known 
each other since their days at Wolfson 
High School. The Wolfson Class of 1972 

45th reunion is coming up and there will 
be plenty of chatter about racing bikes 
down San Jose Boulevard on Saturdays 
to San Marco Theatre where Ashourian 
and her friends used bottle caps to gain 
entrance to the movie theater and spent 
hours at the arcade.

Ashourian said she came by her United 
Nations spirit through the example of her 
parents and grandparents as well as the 
camaraderie and loving acceptance of the 
people in her neighborhood who were 
from different religions, ethnicities, and 
backgrounds. 

“My maternal grandmother spoke 
broken English. She carried a piece of 
bread or a potato in her pocket book all 
the time,” recalled Ashourian. “Her family 
was killed in Russia by Cossacks. She 
and one sibling survived. My family was 
born Jewish but had a Christmas tree 
with a Star of David on the top. My mother 
taught us to have a sense of spirituality 

– to be good and kind to people no matter 
who they are.” 

Ashourian’s kindness extends to her 
dogs, Roxie, a diabetic pup who needs 
insulin shots twice a day, and Sadie. Her 
son, Justin, was on the Board of Directors 

of First Coast No More Homeless Pets, 
where he had adopted Sadie but had to 
give her up to his mother since the dog 
was not good with children. 

Ashourian’s tender heart has led her to 
be active in righting injustice. After dis-
covering that Roxie was the product of 
over breeding at a puppy mill, she was 
instrumental in having it shut down. 

“Both of my kids have inherited a love 
and appreciation for animals,” she said, 
adding that she and Justin were at the 
Farmer’s Market shopping for vegetables 
when they were compelled to rescue six 
ducks and two geese and bring them to the 
duck pond in the back of Justin’s wife’s BMW. 

“Feathers were flying all over the place,” she 
said. Formerly active in Greyhound Rescue 
and the Jacksonville Humane Society, 
Ashourian said she would cry all the way 
home. She recalls rescuing a baby squirrel 
after Hurricane Dora. Caring for animals, 
cooking, taking elderly neighbors to ap-
pointments, spending time with her family, 
helping out anyone who needs a hand, has 
brought Ashourian to a realization: “To be 
like my mother – tolerant and accepting – 
that’s exactly who I am. Taking care of 
critters is me in a nutshell.”  

Ashourian lives in the home she grew up in.

Abby and Robin, circa 1960

Robin, as an infant, 1954

Assisted Living and Memory Care

9075 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32257

904-510-5482
sanjose@watercrestseniorliving.com

Now Welcoming Residents

www.watercrestseniorliving.com
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Sixth-grade students at Assumption 
Catholic School learned what it is like to 
be head coach of the Jacksonville Jaguars 
during Career Day at the school Feb. 1.

Jaguars’ Head Coach Doug Marrone was 
one of several local Assumption parents 
who shared information about their 
professions. 

Angela Kling, a nurse at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, visited the 2-year-old class in the 
schools Early Childhood Learning Center, 
where her daughter, Allie, is enrolled.

Also speaking at the school were Melissa 
Nelson, Jacksonville’s new State Attorney; 
Lieutenant Richard Knecht and Officer Eric 
Kilis of the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office; 
Lynne Matson, a successful author; Dr. Kevin 
Russell, a veterinarian; Molly Hansen, a 

Donuts with Dad welcomes Nolan Reimold
The Early Childhood Learning Center at Assumption School welcomed Nolan Reimold, 

a professional baseball player with the Baltimore Orioles and member of the “Assumption 
Family” when he stopped by for a visit in February as preschool children welcomed their 
fathers to east donuts with them at school.

Reimold and his wife, Jenny, showed the preschoolers some highlights of his games 
and gave out autographed baseball cards during the Donuts with Dad celebration.

Reimold’s daughters, Maggie and Mary Clare, are in the center’s two-year-old and 
PreK-4 classes.

Jaguars’ coach speaks at Career Day
flight attendant for Delta Airlines; Retired 
Capt. Jonathan Christian, a former Naval 
officer and Marine; Allen Lewis, a mortgage 
banker with EverBank; Eric Kirsch, an 
engineer for Johnson & Johnson; and Elizabeth 
Heekin, a nurse at Baptist Medical Center. 

Jaguars Head Coach Doug Marrone talks to the 
sixth-graders in his daughter Annie’s class at 
Assumption Catholic School for Career Day. Angela Kling of Wolfson Children’s Hospital visits the Early Childhood Learning Center.

Members of the Knights of Columbus Bishop 
Kenny Council 1951 of San Marco helped 
Assumption Catholic School in St. Nicholas 
celebrate Catholic School Week Feb. 3-7.

The school hosted its Bishop’s Bowl 
tournaments and the Knights treated the 
students to a delicious luau meal, making 
800 hamburgers and hotdogs. Included 
among the festivities were Hawaiian music, 
hula hooping and a limbo.

“It was our pleasure to help at Assumption 
Catholic School,” said Dick Collins, grand 
knight of the Bishop Kenny Council of the 
Knights of Columbus.

Knights of Columbus help celebrate Catholic School Week

John Hartley, Harold Bolton, Ryan Wassil, Dick 
Collins, Sean Arago and Tony Grado

Assumption School dads visit their preschoolers during the Early Childhood Learning Center’s Donuts with 
Dad February celebration.
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Anderson Gronvold 
of San Jose was part 
of the Bolles Mock 
Trial team which 
upset  legendar y 
competitor Fletcher 
High School and 
other contenders in 
the Florida Law- 
Related Education Association circuit 
competition Feb. 11 at Florida Coastal 
School of Law. As the winner, Bolles 
will compete in the State Championship 
March 23-25. The Fletcher team had 
enjoyed a winning record for 25 years.

Bolles competed against Fletcher, 
Mandarin High School and the Classical 
Conversations homeschooling group. 
Each team played both sides of the case 
during three two-hour rounds. Local 
lawyers, judges and Florida Coastal 
School of Law mock trial team members 
judged the competition. 

Competing alongside Gronvold were 
his teammates Kiera Geraghty, Ramzi 
Farah, Olivia Morello, Frank Collier, 
John Bowers, Quinn Kelley, Noah 
Silverstein, Madison Chubb and Ellie 
Anderson. The team is coached by Sam 
Jacobson and Jamie Holland. Andrew 
Dickson of San Marco, an English 
teacher at Bolles, is the team’s sponsor.

“The team is thrilled to have pulled off 
this upset and is intending to work hard 
over the next six weeks perfecting its 
game for states,” said Dickson. “I’m so 
proud of this team for its magnificent 
performance. They embodied humility, 
strategy and poise.”

Frank Collier, Noah Silverstein, Ramzi Farah, Ellie 
Anderson, John Bowers, Madison Chubb, Olivia 
Morello, Kiera Geraghty

Anderson Gronvold

Bolles Mock Trial 
team heads to states

The Hendricks Avenue Elementary 
Chess teams successfully defended their 
title by winning the Jacksonville Scholastic 
City Chess Tournament for the second 
year in a row. 

Twelve teams competed in the event which 
was held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
gymnasium Feb. 11. Kevin Pryor, president 
of the Jacksonville Chess Club, served as 
tournament director.

In the kindergarten through second 
grade competition, HAE won the team 
competition and grabbed the first three 
individual awards. Jeb Naugle placed first, 
Peter Dulay, a kindergartener, was second, 
and Logan Ridge placed third.

“For me, Peter Dulay was a standout with 
his second-place finish,” said HAE Coach 
George Foote. “As a kindergartener, he is a 
newcomer to the game. He came in second 
ahead of a lot of first and second graders, 
and he just learned the game this year.”

Hendricks Avenue did equally well in the 
third through fifth grade division, picking 
up the team trophy and the first four indi-
vidual awards. Winning the competition 
was Charlie Alessandro. Keegan MacLean 
placed second, Elias Piquer was third and 
Niek Rezaei placed fourth.

“I’m really proud of our teams at Hendricks 
for winning another City Championship,” 
said Foote. “They have won at least a dozen 
in the last 20 years.”

Hendricks Elementary’s winning 3-5 team: Quinn Gray, Kamea Narain, Jack O’Malley, Niek Rezaei, Elias 
Piquer, Katherine Cheshire, Josh Warren, Riley Valent, Charlie Alessandro, Keegan MacLean, Ryonelle 
Mijares, Avisa Rezaei, Isaiah Narain, Lucas Repper, James Francis with Coach George Foote.

HAE Chessmen 
defend City title

Hendricks Elementary’s winning K-2 team: Cate Taylor, Jeb Naugle, Birdie Naugle, Sophia Bueker, Avery 
Duncan, Val Kolar, Mathew Repper, Dawson Duncan, Ridley B., Logan Ridge, and Peter Dulay, with Coach 
George Foote.

Seven students from San Jose Catholic 
were selected to represent the Northeast 
Florida Regional Science and Engineering 
Fair on its state team, which will compete 
Monday, March 27 through Thursday, March 
30 in Lakeland.

The San Jose middle schoolers were 
selected from a team of 30 sent by the 
school to the Northeast Florida Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair on Feb. 6. 
More than 300 students from 21 schools in 
Duval and Nassau Counties participated. 

Representing San Jose Catholic on the 
state team will be sixth-graders Megan Erne 
and Juliana Namen with projects in Chemistry 
and Environmental Science. Seventh-graders 
Grace Frazier and Izabelle Young will present 
projects in Bio Chemistry and Medicine 
and Health. Eighth-graders Grant Reidy, 
Andrew J. Horkan and Jack Brophy will 
compete in the Engineering, Environmental 
Science and Physics categories. 

Horkan placed first in the Environmental 
Science division. Reidy was first in Engineering. 

Both boys received a $380 award from the 
Society of Military Engineers to pay for 
their trip to the state science fair.

On Jan. 27 San Jose Catholic sent a team 
of nine middle school students to The 
Diocesan Science Fair at Bishop Snyder 
High School and came home with many 

San Jose Catholic scientists to compete in state fair

Carla Chin, Izabelle Young, Olivia Wakefield, Robert Porkert, Juliana Namen, A.J. Horkan, John Cratem, 
Avyree Sakovich, Grant Reidy, Jack Brophy, and Patrick Madigan after the Northeast Florida Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair Feb. 6.

top awards. Competing against 16 other 
Diocesan Catholic Schools, the San Jose 
students met their counterparts and pre-
sented their science knowledge before a 
panel of 35 judges. The day ended with a 
presentation by meteorologist Mike Buresh 
and award presentations.

Our classrooms have no ceilings.

SJEDS welcomes qualified applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6 without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin. Accredited by FCIS, FKC, SACS and the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.

San Jose Episcopal Day School provides a 
learning environment where teachers help 
each individual identify their own unique 
talents and strengths. With a balanced 
approach that is nurturing yet challenging, 
each child can reach their fullest potential, 
however high that may be. 

Come see for yourself why an education 
at SJEDS is an investment in a brighter 
future. The sky is the limit!

Pre-K3 through 6th grade
7423 San Jose Blvd. · www.sjeds.org

Please call 904-733-0352 to schedule a personal tour to see for yourself!

D a n c e  T r a n c e  K i d z
Tuesday
4:30-5:15pm  

K i d z  P o u n d
Thursday
4:30-5:15pm 

$20/class or $150/10 kids’ classes. Starts up Feb. 2nd. Kids 8+

san Marco 904-571-7984 | dancetrancejax.com

presents

Parents: Workout with your kid during 
K I D Z  P O U N D ... Just pay the drop-in rate!

also offering: dT • Flexx It Weight Training • Barre Workout • yoga dance • stretch
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Libby Levin of San Jose represented The 
Bolles School in the Rotary Club Oratory 
regional competition Jan. 17 at River City 
Brewing Company.

Student representatives from 45 First 
Coast area high schools were invited to 
compete. Levin was one of 30 seniors who 
competed in six regionals. Also competing 
from San Jose was Garrett Stebbins-Johnson 
of Providence School of Jacksonville.

Regionals were held at six Rotary Clubs 
throughout Greater Jacksonville including 
Rotary Club of South Jacksonville, which 
meets on the Southbank. From the re-
gional competition, six finalists were 
selected to compete for scholarship 
money at a competition held at the 
University of North Florida Feb. 16. In 
addition to first and second place schol-
arships, each regional winner received 
a $500 college scholarship.

Although she did not advance to the 
finals, Levin’s sponsor, Bolles English 
teacher Beth Curran of San Jose, said she 
did a “superb” job and that her composure 
and delivery were “spot on.”

Levin’s talk was on the need to support 
education, one of Rotary International’s 
six areas of focus for maximizing its re-
sources on local and global projects. Other 

Cusick signs with 
University of Chicago

Skinner to participate 
in band festival

San Marco res-
ident Will Skinner, 
a clarinetist in the 
B o l l e s  Up p e r 
School Symphonic 
Band and his band-
mate Ananta Arora, 
an alto saxophonist, 
were selected from among the top high 
school musicians in Florida, Alabama 
and Georgia to participate in the Tri-State 
Band Festival and Conducting Conference 
at Florida State University.

Bolles students attend 
leadership workshop

Levin speaks in regional Rotary oratory competition

Casey Cusick, Kelly Cusick, Kyle Cusick and 
Joe Cusick

Kyle Cusick of San Marco plans to 
play football at the University of 
Chicago next year.

Cusick, a senior at Bishop Kenny 
High School, signed a letter of intent 
with the university during a special 
signing ceremony in the school 
cafeteria Feb. 1.

Other Bishop Kenny athletes who 
also signed letters of intent to play 
collegiate sports next year  were 
Chelsea Forbes, volleyball, Warner 
University; Bruce Aubley, football, 
Samford University; Sophia Borovsky, 
soccer, Wesleyan College in Macon, 
Georgia; and Lindsey Magee, soccer, 
East Carolina University.

Attending the ceremony were Cusick’s 
parents, Kelly and Joe, and their 
daughter, Casey, who is in eighth 
grade at Assumption School. Cusick’s 
brother, Joseph, a 10th grader at 
Bishop Kenny, was unable to join his 
family at the ceremony due to wrestling 
team practice.

Bolles English teacher Beth Curran poses with Libby 
Levin, who represented The Bolles School at the 
Rotary Club Regional Oratory Competition Jan. 17.

topics that were used in the competition 
included promoting peace; fighting disease; 
providing clean water; saving mothers 
and children, and growing local economies. 
Each student prepared remarks about 
their subject, noting why they selected it, 
and provided a conclusion with research, 
statistics, and public opinion, justifying 
the need for resources directed at this 
area of focus.

“The competition allowed Libby to ef-
fectively and confidently speak in front of 
a diverse and large audience, a skill that 
will help her be successful in the future,” 
said Curran.

Three Bolles students from the San 
Marco/San Jose area were selected to 
participate in a new HOBY (Hugh O’Brien 
Youth) Community Leadership Workshop 
(CLeW) for freshmen. The program, now 
in its second year, is a prelude to the 
Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership workshop 
for sophomore students.

The one-day workshop took place Feb. 
25 at St. Johns Country Day School.

Participating in the workshop were 
Samuel Levin and Makayla Stone of San 
Jose and Anne Ruperto of San Marco. In 
total, eight students were selected to go 
to the CLeW event.

The workshop was described as a 
HOBY-style experience that teaches 
leadership and community service and 
local high school students and leaders 
in the community. CLeW will improve 
students’ self-confidence, ability to solve 
difficult issues and communication skills 
all while having fun in a supportive, lively 
environment. It also will empower them 
to become effective leaders and volunteers 
who promote positive social change in 
their communities.

Makayla Stone

Anne RupertoSamuel Levin

Will Skinner

The stakes were high as students from 
Hendricks Avenue Elementary turned out 
for the school’s 5th Annual Friends of 
Hendricks Walkathon fundraiser Feb. 25. 

To celebrate Year 5, the fundraising goal 
was set for $55,555.55 by the Friends of 
Hendricks, a nonprofit group that supports 
HAE. To encourage the children to seek 
sponsors and walk long, HAE Principal 
Lacy Healy challenged her students to walk 
a cumulative distance of 750 miles. If their 
goal is achieved, she said she would chal-
lenge a mascot from one of Jacksonville’s 
sports teams to compete against her on an 
obstacle race course. 

In addition to Healy’s challenge, the 
children were invited to compete in classroom, 
grade level and individual challenges.

HAE students take on Walkathon challenge

Once the proceeds from the fundraiser 
have been tallied, the Friends of Hendricks 
are planning to purchase 30 laptops/tablets 
for the school.

Pam Villa with Hendricks Avenue Elementary 
Kindergartener Sophia Sandoval in the face 
painting booth

Sara Halter, Sofia West with Courtney Green Fourth grader Marquriea Skelton with  
HAE Coach Shannon McGlynn
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Five area schools – The Bolles School, Episcopal School 
of Jacksonville, Bishop Kenny High School, Wolfson High 
School and Douglas Anderson School of the Arts – were 
well represented when 28 San Marco area students were 
recognized during the Northeast Florida Scholastic Art 
Awards (NEFSSA) Feb. 4 at the Florida Theatre.

It was the sixth annual awards ceremony for a regional 
scholastic program sponsored by the Northeast Florida 
Art Educators Association, Savannah College of Art and 
Design (SCAD), Jacksonville University and the Jacksonville 
Public Library. In conjunction with the awards, the 
Jacksonville Public Library and the Cathedral Arts Project 
hosted exhibitions of the winning student artwork.

The awards are a blind adjudication competition during 
which works are juried by teams of highly qualified art 
professionals, college professions and executive art directors. 

“For 2017, we had just over 2,300 works submitted, including 
75 senior portfolios, “said Laurie Brown, president of 
NEFSSA. “We had 900 total students submitting work and 
of these we awarded 935 awards to 500 students in Baker, 
Clay, Duval, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.”

The Cathedral Arts Project community gallery displayed 
the works of 20 Gold Key and 21 Silver Key senior portfolio 
winners. Meanwhile, the Jacksonville Public Library’s main 
branch displayed the Gold and Silver individual winners 
as well as the honorable mentions.

Gold Key winners received a $10,000 renewable schol-
arship for up to four years to SCAD, JU, UNF or New 
Hampshire Institute of Art. Silver Key winners received 
a $5,000 renewable scholarship, said Meg Sacks of 
Episcopal School in Jacksonville. In the past few years, 
participating students have been offered more than $4.3 
million in scholarships.

Gold Key winners will progress to national adjudication 
where their work may earn a place in a ceremony at 
Carnegie Hall in New York, where national medals, 
scholarships and inclusion in a national traveling exhibition 
will be awarded.

Bolles School

Six students from San Marco and San 
Jose area were among the 34 students from 
Bolles who were recognized during the art 
awards. In all, Bolles students took home 
54 awards, including an artist from the 
student newspaper, The Bugle.

Twelve students were Gold Key winners 
and their works will continue on to the 
National Scholastic Art Awards. Fourteen 
took home Silver Key awards and 28 received 
honorable mention.

Among those winning Gold Keys from 
the San Marco area were Will Skinner, a 
junior from San Marco in painting, Yang 
(Angela) Sun, a sophomore from San Jose 
in painting, Annie Thanner, a senior from 
San Marco in sculpture and sophomore 
Tyler Wang of San Jose, who in addition 
to his Gold Key award in drawing and 
illustration also received a Silver Key in 
painting and honorable mention in drawing 
and illustration. Junior Brooke Bowmaster 
and freshman Mikail (Mesha) Lachapelle, 
both of San Jose took home honorable 
mentions in sculpture.

San Marco area students take home Scholastic Art Awards

Wolfson High

Wolfson Art teacher Patricia Beach had 
two students take home hardware for 
Wolfson in the sculpture category. Svetlana 
Saleh was awarded a Silver Key for sculpture 
while her schoolmate, Mary Strickland, 
received an honorable mention.

Bishop Kenny

Bishop Kenny had six students recognized 
with Silver Key sculpture awards going 
to seniors Abby Miller and Stefani Bucher. 
Sophomore Krystal Dao of San Marco 
was among four who received honorable 
mention for their work. Dao and Anna 
Miller were named in the sculpture category, 
while Nara-Lee Todd and Veronica Selden 
received honorable mention in the drawing 
and painting category.

Episcopal School

Forty-one Episcopal students carried 
home a total of 64 awards including nine 
Gold Keys and three for senior portfolios 
from the ceremony. Of the group, 10 hailed 
from San Marco, San Jose or St. Nicholas, 
and four – Mary DeLorenzo, Meg Van Cleve 
and Caroline Still, both of Ortega, and Casey 
Goodwin – received two Gold Keys, one 
Silver Key and an honorable mention re-
spectively for their senior portfolios.

Ashton Body of San Marco took home 
a Silver Key in photography. Mabel Smith 
of San Jose received a Silver Key and an 
honorable mention in photography. Lily 
Pittman of San Jose took home a Silver 
Key in the drawing and illustration category 
as well as an honorable mention in the 
painting category.  

Danielle Corbin of San Jose received two 
honorable mentions in drawing and illus-
tration. Other honorable mentions went to 
Sidney Gibbs of San Marco in photography; 
Averie Perce of San Marco in drawing and 
illustration; Lauren Press of San Marco in 
photography; Morgan Chupp of San Marco 
received two honorable mentions in pho-
tography; Daniella Teixeira of San Marco, 
honorable mention, photography.

Douglas Anderson

Sixty-six students from Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts collectively took home 
211 awards. In total, DA students carried 
home 72 Gold Keys and 65 Silver Key 
awards. Of the 19 being recognized for 
their senior portfolios, nine are from San 
Marco, St. Nicholas and San Jose. 

Brianna Eisman of San Jose took home 
two Gold Keys – one in drawing and il-
lustration, and one in digital art and an 
honorable mention in both painting and 
digital art. 

Sage Wong of San Jose won a Gold Key 
in printmaking and an honorable mention 
in mixed media.

Also taking home awards were Elena 
Cobas Bravo, Silver Key, drawing and 
illustration; Reilly Edwards, Silver Key, 
mixed media and honorable mention, 
mixed media; Jada Solomon, Silver Key 
and two honorable mentions in drawing 
and illustration; Lauren Padilla, honorable 
mention, mixed media; Catherine Rhoades, 
honorable mention, sculpture; Kyrstin 
Edwards, honorable mention, digital art 
and James Shoemaker, two Silver Keys, 
printmaking.

Eleven Bolles student-athletes signed letters of intent during a special ceremony in the 
school’s Davis Gymnasium Feb. 1.

Eight athletes signed on to play football at their respective colleges or universities: Mac 
Jones, University of Alabama; Jack Lundgren, United States Naval Academy Prep School; 
Cody Mercer, Air Force Academy Prep School; Justin Mitchell, Harvard University; 
Brendan O’Neil, Bowdoin College; E.J. Porter, Coastal Carolina University; Ahman Ross, 
Florida Atlantic University; Amari Terry, Airforce Academy Prep School.

Three from Bolles signed on to play women’s soccer: Leila Azari, Vanderbilt University; 
Taya Edwards, University of Kentucky; and Leah Ferlin, University of South Florida.

The ceremony was the second of three college commitment ceremonies held at Bolles 
during this school year. Eight student-athletes were honored in November, and another 
ceremony is planned for Wednesday, April 12.

Eleven students from The Bolles School signed collegiate athletic commitment letters in the gym Feb. 1.

Bolles athletes sign commitment letters

See www.esj.org/summer to sign up for camps.

Programs run May 26 - August 3       Grades K-12 
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St. Francis Soup Kitchen

The St. Francis Soup Kitchen, run com-
pletely by volunteers, serves hundreds of 
meals each week at its Providence Center 
location in downtown Jacksonville. In 
addition to serving meals, St. Francis 
volunteers operate a clothes closet on the 
premises, give out reading glasses, books 
and bags filled with canned goods. 

Donate: Donate women’s and men’s 
clothing including jeans, shirts, socks, and 
underwear. Travel-size toiletry items such 
as shampoo, soap, razors, toothbrushes as 
well as towels and washcloths are also 
needed. Since the Soup Kitchen is operated 
on donations, financial contributions are 
always welcome. For a complete list of 
items needed at the Soup Kitchen visit 
stfrancissoupkitchenjax.org/donations. 
Financial donations may be sent to St. 
Francis Soup Kitchen, 134 East Church 
Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202. 

Volunteer: Volunteers (must be 14 or 
older) are needed on Friday from 8:15 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. to prepare meals and on 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to help serve 
meals, clean and reset tables. For more 
information visit stfrancissoupkitchenjax.
org/volunteer.

Rethreaded

Rethreaded works to break the cycle of 
the sex trade, such as human trafficking, 
drug addiction and prostitution, by teaching 
female victims the skill of sewing.

Donate: You can join in the fun and help 
support Rethreaded at the annual Mukti 
Freedom Gala held each February or at the 
upcoming Spring Garden Concert Party to 
be held on Friday, March 10. Visit rethreaded.
com for details on their fundraising events.

Volunteer: Come out for “Volunteer 
Tuesdays” and help with inventory, tagging 
and sorting merchandise or working in the 
retail store. Sign-up for volunteering shifts 
is done online at rethreaded.com or call 
(904) 438-8109. You can also host an event 
such as a house party or Grace Scarf making 
party. All the details about hosting an event 
can be found at rethreaded.com.

This year Doug Alred, owner of 1st 
Place Sports, will mark his 35th year as 
the director of the Gate River Run, which 
celebrates its 40th anniversary March 11. 

Throughout his years as race director 
and as a local business owner, Alred has 
done something to make a difference by 
helping collect shoes for local shelters. 
One of the shoe drives, of which Alred 
is an integral part, is the collection orga-
nized by brothers Carey and Brian Hepler. 
Conducted each year at the Gate River 
Run, the drive results in the collection of 
thousands of running shoes and T-shirts, 
which are donated to the St. Francis Soup 
Kitchen, Downtown Ecumenical Services 
Council and Rethreaded. 

“During the 40 years of the Gate River 
Run, we have had the wonderful op-
portunity to partner with many charities 
who can make a positive difference in 
our community,” said Alred.

“We are very proud that the Gate River 
Run can provide the opportunity for 
Carey and Brian Hepler to collect the 
shoes that are so welcome and needed 
by so many. They have collected thou-
sands of shoes over the years through 
the race, and we hope it will be thousands 
more in the future,” he continued.

“We also have barrels at all our stores for 
shoe donations. We collect thousands each 
year.  Most of the shoes we collect in the 
stores go to the homeless shelters in the 
area,” said Alred, a Beauclerc resident.

“We have seen folks with torn, sole-less 
shoes and even some with no shoes at 
all,” said Diane and Jim McVety, co-di-
rectors of the St. Francis Soup Kitchen. 

“Our guests are so grateful for a nice pair 
of sneakers and often are heard saying 
‘what a blessing.’”

Want to get involved in the community? Sometimes it just takes a little push to do something, 
from the smallest gesture to the grand donation. Get ready to get nudged.

B Y  M A R I A N  J O H N S,  R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

DOSOMETHING Doug Alred 

Doug Did Something

Downtown Ecumenical 
Services Council (DESC)

The Downtown Ecumenical Services 
Council (DESC) provides food, clothing 
and financial aid to people in need of 
emergency assistance. 

Donate: Just a $50 donation to DESC 
can provide a week’s worth of groceries to 
a family of four. You can also donate 
personal care items such as deodorant, 
toothbrushes and shampoo. Men’s jeans, 
shorts, work boots, women’s shorts and 
children’s clothing are also needed. For a 
complete list and more information visit 
descjax.org or call (904) 358-7955.

Volunteer: For information on how you 
can give some of your time to help DESC, 
go to descjax.org/volunteer-desc/ or call 
the volunteer office at (904) 358-3935.

Shoes, clothing and food...too 
many people in our community 
struggle to have these basic ne-
cessities. This month The Resident 
takes a look at several nonprofits 
which focus on helping people fill 
that void by providing these daily 
essentials to those in need.

Downtown Ecumenical Services Council, located at 215 N. Ocean St., takes delivery of food from the 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida. Staples, such as rice and beans, supplement grocery budgets 
for those in need.
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We are not a Rolex Agent
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international ContaCts assure you of sellinG to the Company With the Widest Clientele of any other. We Guarantee the hiGhest Cash priCes. please note... there is 
no obliGation to sell.. no CharGe for our experts to evaluate your treasures.  minimum purChases apply. a-Coin is not affiliated With rolex usa. all trademarked 
names, brands, and models, mentioned in this ad are used for identifiCation purposes only and are the sole property of their respeCtive trademarked oWners.

In a pInch and need some

green?

gold!
come get lucky... 
where your valuables

 are as
good as

diamond studs, rings 
& loose diamonds

We buy & sell
dIamonds
& JeWelry 

We buy & 
sell rare 

bank notes

  We buy & sell 
           guns, sWords
              & daggers 

Watches from:
• rolex • tiffany 
• patek phillipe • Corum 
• Cartier • le Coultre • iWC 
• piaget • panerai • audermars piguet 
• blancpain • hublot • vacheron Constantin

buy, sell or trade: your estate JeWelry, gold coIns,
fIne Watches, unIque fIrearms & more! 

Why trust your
valuables to 

an out of toWn 
stranger?

Don’t bargain with a wanna be 
coin dealer at a tradeshow, on 

the internet, or at a pop-up retailer. 
Trust a reliable, local resource that’s been 
serving the community for over 40 years. 

We have a reputation to uphold, that’s why 
we value your business and treat you right!

Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10:30-5:30

www. A-Coin .com
6217 St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL

(904) 733-1204
Bank & House Calls Available for Large Estates

All Transactions are Confidential

 turn your 

 Items 

Into cash!

• silver dollars $20 & up!
• buying all silver Coins 1964 & older
• paying up to 2000% of face value

gold & u.s. sIlver coIns: 



St. Vincent’s will open a new Health Center 

in March right across the street from Target. 

It will feature primary care, urgent care, 

specialty care, imaging and laboratory 

services in one convenient location.

PRIMARY 
CARE

IMAGING

URGENT
CARE

LABORATORY

Comprehensive Care In One Convenient Location

Coming Soon to Mandarin


