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Chloe Barron, Kathryn Arrowsmith, Julia Barrow, Shelby Robinson, and Addy Spinning were a few of the more than 160 children 
from the Jacksonville community, along with family, friends and countless volunteers, who took part in the 2nd Annual Daily’s Fit-
4-Life Kids Duathlon held April 8 at Riverside Presbyterian Day School

The junior division included a 0.75-mile run, 3-mile bike, 0.25-mile run, while the senior race was a 1.5-mile run, 6-mile bike, 0.75-
mile run. Winners were Charlotte Joseph (19:41) and Jack Jones (21:20) in the Junior Race (ages 5-9), and William Wright (38:53) and 
Victoria Duffey (42:29) in the Senior Race (ages 10-15). All received a new bicycle helmet and socks.

KIDS DUATHLON A BIG 
DRAW IN RIVERSIDE

Brian Reys, Robert Knox, Phillip Stamborski, Kevin Elphick 
stand outside the 1922 Mediterranean Rival home located at 1850 
Powell Place, which was one of the Preview Party venues kicking 
off the Riverside Avondale Preservation 43rd Annual Home Tour 
April 27. The home, which features wrought-iron balconies, arched 
French doors, a spiral staircase and coffered ceilings, was also 
selected as the Home Tour Design House.

HISTORIC HOME BUFFS CELEBRATE 
43RD HOME TOUR IN STYLE

An alphabet book featuring Pre-K I students was a popular auction 
item at the St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School Havana Nights Festive 
Evening and Auction held April 8. Featured on the book’s N is for 
Newspaper page, Brayden Gardner, William Towers and Joshua 
Hughes peruse The Resident, looking for local news.

N IS FOR NEWSPAPER

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
PLANNED FOR FISHWEIR

Fishweir School Boy Patrol

PERMANENT COLLECTION 
CELEBRATED IN STYLE

BACK TO THE BEGINNING

The theme of this year’s Cummer 
Ball, Classic to Contemporary, 
brought patrons together to 
celebrate the museum’s permanent 
collection. Guests were treated 
to cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
in the gardens, followed by live 
and silent auctions, dinner, 
dancing and a diamond drop. 
The event took place at the 
museum located at 829 Riverside 
Avenue on April 22.

Patrons packed the Florida 
Theatre to view a unique showing 
of the silent film, Steamboat Bill, 
Jr., starring legendary actor and 
director Buster Keaton. Tony 
Steve and the Silver Synchro 
Sounds provided live accompa-
niment to the screening, creating 
a live amplified soundtrack and 
effects for the show. Barbara 
Gubbin and Maria Hane were 
two of the many patrons in at-
tendance who showed their 
support of the theatre during 
its 90th Anniversary Celebration.

READ MORE, PAGE 26

CELEBRATING THE 90TH

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

From humble beginnings as a 
four-room school built on a cow 
pasture in 1917, Fishweir Elementary 
School today attracts students from 
all over Duval County as a visual 
performing arts magnet school and 
feeder for LaVilla School of the Arts.

This month the school celebrates 
100 years of education with fes-
tivities planned for Friday, May 19, 
beginning at 5 p.m. The community 
is invited to join the celebration.

In preparation for the anniversary 
party, Inclusion Teacher Katherine 
Brantley has been collecting mem-
ories and memorabilia from alumni 
since early this year. The 100th an-
niversary celebration is sure to be a 
trip down Memory Lane for alumni. 

 “My six years’ stay at Fishweir 
was nothing but fond memories,” 
said Bob Sanders, who graduated 
Fishweir in 1946. “It started in the 
first grade with Mrs. DeGraffenreid. 
She was a great teacher with lots 

of patience.” Sanders said his 
sixth-grade year was the best, when 
he was in the School Boy Patrol. 

John Layton, another Fishweir 
alumnus, graduated in 1945 and 
remembered Mrs. DeGraffenreid 
as a strict teacher, who didn’t 
allow talking in class unless she 
asked a question.

“I remember her well,” wrote 
Layton, of Avondale, “and her 
nature-walking tour to her home 
on Glendale Avenue to look at her 
big azaleas.” 

Former Avondale resident 
Raymond King recalled how strict 
Mrs. DeGraffenreid was, writing 

“she hollered at me one time for 
peeking around when our eyes 
were supposed to be closed during 
prayer. That was 77 years ago and 
I have dared not to peek ever again.” 

Ten years after Sanders, Layton, 
and King attended, former U.S. 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw of Riverside 
attended in the 1950s and was a 
School Boy Patrol captain as well 
as president of his fifth-grade class.

Honorary Chair 
Joannie Newton  

with Russell Newton

SCHOOL PROGRAM ENCOURAGES LIFETIME OF FITNESS, HEALTH
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By the time you read this letter, the current Florida 
Legislative session will have ended with a decision made 
on whether to change a long-standing Medicaid reim-
bursement plan that encourages providers to actually 
spend money on patient care. 

For over 30 years, the Florida Legislature understood 
that available public funds were inadequate to fully pay for 
Medicaid nursing home costs. And so the Legislature made 
a responsible decision to leverage those available dollars 
to their highest and best use – patient care.  Our current 
Medicaid nursing home reimbursement plan says to any 
provider, regardless of ownership type, “If you are willing 
to spend money on patient care, then the Medicaid nursing 
home program will reimburse you for those patient care 
costs up to very reasonable limits and caps.” The Legislature 
understood that these were precious taxpayer dollars and, 
as elected representatives, they had a responsibility to use 
the dollars toward a clear public purpose.

Now comes a push by large corporate nursing chains 
that are acting through the Florida Health Care Association 
(FHCA) in an orchestrated effort to change the existing 
reimbursement plan. They claim that the current plan is 
antiquated and out of touch with managed care. And 
while nothing could be further from the truth, it is that 
argument that has been fostered, backed by hundreds of 
thousands of lobbyist dollars and PAC contributions. 
Politicians have been overwhelmed by FHCA lobbyists 
and staff, all of them intent on convincing elected repre-
sentatives to free up scarce Medicaid funds so that nursing 
homes that haven’t been spending on patient care might 

receive windfall profits as the entire field is moved to a 
median payment. And so nursing homes that have con-
sistently spent money on patient care – including St. 
Catherine Labouré Manor, Cathedral Gerontology Center, 
Moosehaven, Brooks Bartram Crossing and River Garden 

– all experience severe financial losses, with St. Catherine’s 
losing the most, at over $1.3 million annually. 

At the same time, the FHCA plan delivers unearned 
profits to providers that never spent the money on care. 
The poster child for these unearned profits is Consulate 
Health Care with 82 nursing homes in Florida. Consulate 
will benefit by almost $16 million in windfall profits! And 
it’s important to understand that none of the nursing homes 
that will benefit financially under the FHCA plan have the 
first requirement to spend a dollar more on patient care. All 
of these taxpayer funds will go to unearned profits.

Florida Medicaid spends over $3.3 billion annually 
caring for frail seniors residing in almost 700 nursing 
homes. This is a significant piece of the state’s budget and 
yet there wasn’t the first committee hearing scheduled 
on a FHCA plan that reallocates tens of millions of dollars 
and disenfranchises seniors. All of this is for the benefit 
of corporate profits, so that Wall Street can boost stock 
prices and give dividends to shareholders and bonuses 
to administrators. 

We are talking about hard-earned taxpayer dollars and 
our Legislature has been reckless in even considering such 
a plan. It’s time for citizens to finally realize that we’re 
getting the government we deserve, and until we demand 
better, all we are going to see is more of the same.  

Letter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Martin A. Goetz, CEO
River Garden Senior Services

Let Kuhn be your first choice!Let Kuhn be your first choice!
3802 Beach Blvd.

 Jacksonville, FL 32207   

904.398.8601

Mother's Day arrangements 
for the perfect woman 

in your life  
who deserves it all.

Mother's Day is May 14th!

Conveniently located in Historic Avondale

3627 St. Johns Ave • 904.252.5181
www.AllAboutAvondale.com
steilberg@comcast.net

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, 
Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. 
If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

ALLISON
STEILBERG
ALLISON

STEILBERG
EXPERIENCE MATTERS

AVONDALE’S TOP PRODUCER FOR 2016

904.252.5181

Normally, in this section, I answer 
your real estate questions but....
today, I’m here to make a request! 
 
I’ve got several buyers in 
the marketplace looking for 
very specific homes. If you’re 
considering a sale, please call me 
right away! 

RIVERFRONT - UP TO $1.5M
These buyers are looking in Ortega, Ortega 
Forest, Avondale or Riverside — and want 
a big yard. They’re also willing to do some 

renovations on a lower priced home. 

 
BUNGALOW - UP TO $275,000

This buyer is looking in Avondale, Riverside, 
San Marco or Murray Hill. Can be a 2BR/2BA, 

a 3BR/1BA or a 2BR/1BA. Looking for 
something with very little work needed. 

 
4BR WITH OFFICE - UP TO $550K 

These buyers are looking for a 4BR home 
in Ortega or Ortega Forest with a pool or 

room for one. They prefer a turn key, single 
story with little to no renovation and must 

have either a 4th bedroom or a 3BR with a 
dedicated office space. 

Even if you aren’t considering a sale -- 
will you help me expand my reach and 
call a few of your friends/family? All 
of these buyers are ready to write an 
offer when the right house pops up! 
 

Thanks so much! Allison

Call 
Allison!

Email your questions to steilberg@comcast.net

3624 WALSH STREET $269,000
2BR/1BA 1,388 SF |  MLS #  875564

Incredible Renovation! Contemporary flair with 
large gourmet kitchen, stunning bathroom, new 
windows, new roof and more. Open floor plan 

with huge yard!   

NEW 
LISTING!

Style & Chic
HAVE A NEW ADDRESS

IN 5 POINTS
822 LOMAX ST.

WWW.GENERATIONUS.COM



#welovecallingjacksonvillehome

We are members of Leverage Global Partners, an 
international network of carefully chosen independent 

real estate brokerages in 163 global markets. 
Each of Leverage’s nearly 300 partner brokerages has 
been carefully selected as demonstrating innovative 

leadership and peerless integrity in residential real estate. 

904.388.0000
800.886.6160 

fredmillergroup.com

F R E D 
M I L L E R 
G R O U P
R E A L T O R S

2893 SELMA ST
Beautiful stucco 3/1, 

wood floors, detached garage

4624 LAncELoT LAnE - $515,000
Amazing 5/4, 3663sf, single story home 

in the Stockton School district

3923 BALTIc ST - $439,000
old ortega, corner lot, renovated 3/2.5, 

1715sf, location!

3904 BARcELonA AVE - $985,000
Beautiful & immaculate 5/4 

in sought-after Granada

five bedrooms sold five bedrooms old ortega

1870 cHALLEn AVE - $2,995,000
1927 masterpiece on .8-acre lot, 

renovated 5/5/1, 6000sf

stunning riverfront
7004 GAInES cT - $1,499,000

Amazing custom 4/4.5, 4988sf, 
with breezy river view

epping forest
3723 RIcHMonD ST - $769,000

Elegant brick 2-story 4/2.5, 3425sf, 
great Avondale location

reduced
5015 LonG BoW RD - $799,000

ortega Forest beauty, 4/3, 3194sf, 
118’ on water, dock/lift

waterfront

1305 RIVER oAKS RD - $899,000
classic 1936 brick 2-story, 4/3.5, 

2974sf, near the Square

san marco
1320 RIVER oAKS RD - $995,000

Immaculate 1937 brick 4/4.5, 
renovated, location!

san marco 2-storY
4605 ARLon Ln - $469,900

Lovely, sprawling 5/3, 3063sf, 
in ortega Forest, pool

stockton district
8041 WHISPER LAKE Ln - $1,650,000

Gorgeous 2-story 6/5.5, 5200sf, 
1.16 acres on TPc Valley course

sawgrass island

Time to move? 
Call and let us open the door 

to your new home.

4325 VERonA AVE - $365,000
Rare 5BR 2-story home in ortega, 

2600sf, downstairs MBR

reduced

Tom Sandlin
904.237.0458

Susan Donnell
904.994.6677
Elizabeth Meux
904.704.1576

Nathan Miller
904.465.3001

Ted Miller
904.463.1731

7210 oAKWooD DR
Updated, adorable 3/2 in oakwood Villa, 

145’ deep lot, 2-car garage

contract pending
220 n SEREnATA DR - $915,000

Gorgeous 4/3.5, ground floor unit, gated, 
South Ponte Vedra Beach

oceanfront
4333 VEnETIA BLVD - $1,195,000

Amazing, updated 4/5.5, 
4428sf, pool, dock & lift

waterfront+pool

1776 EDGEWooD AVE - $749,000
Remarkable 5/3.5, 4564sf, 
great bones & location

historic

Fred Miller
904.699.6459

4233 VEnETIA BLVD - $779,000
charming 3/2, 2144sf, deep lot, 

floor plan for easy living!

riverfront home
4152 SHIRLEY AVE - $434,900

Immaculate 2011 2-story, 3/3 + 
large bonus room, huge backyard

low countrY
5074 cHARLEMAGnE RD - $439,000

Serene lakefront setting, 
immaculate 3/2, 2-car garage

just listed
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The Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office began 
issuing citations April 17 as part of the 
second phase of a four-month grant from 
the Florida Department of Transportation 
to ensure bicyclist and pedestrian safety 
along four dangerous traffic corridors, 
including the US 90 corridor known as 
Beach Boulevard from St. Johns Bluff road 
to South Shores Road.

The other three areas targeted by JSO are 
the corridor of 103rd Street from Hillman 
Drive to Blanding Boulevard; the corridor 
of Atlantic Boulevard from Cortez Road 
to Arlington Road; and the corridor of US 
23 from I-95 to North Canal Street.

The safety deployments began in February 
in four high traffic areas, which are prone 
to motor vehicle crashes and fatalities 

involving pedestrians, cyclists, and motor-
cycles. During the first two months of the 
grant’s period of operation, education 
materials were distributed to drivers, cyclists, 
and pedestrians during interactions with 
individuals in these areas.

JSO will continue to collect data during 
the deployments for submission to FDOT.

At a minimum, one deployment took 
place each week on one of the four corridors. 
At least one deployment is scheduled to 
take place on each corridor every month.

The deployments come courtesy of a 
$50,176 FDOT bicyclist and pedestrian 
safety grant provided to JSO in January.

For more information visit JSO’s website at 
www.jaxsheriff.org/departments/sheriffs-office/
news-room/jso-news/2017-fdot-grant.

Commuters encouraged 
to go car-free in May
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Motorists, move over. The Jacksonville 
City Council has proclaimed Friday, May 19, 
as Bike-to-Work Day, and the City’s Bicycle 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee is chal-
lenging residents to ride their bicycles, walk, 
or use public transportation in attempting 
a car-free commute for the entire week be-
ginning Monday, May 15 to Friday, May 19.

Dump the 
gas pump

“The goal is to build awareness of the City’s 
active transportation initiatives, and to help 
people break down the barriers to taking 
active transportation modes in the city,” 
said Amy Ingles of Riverside, Jacksonville’s 
bicycle/pedestrian coordinator in an email. 
It is important for motorists to see cyclists 
in regular clothing peddling to work so 
more drivers will be encouraged to give 
their vehicles a rest and use bikes, she said.  

Ingles encourages participants to take 
a photo or video of themselves on their 
commute and post it on social media using 
the hashtag #CarFreeWeekJax. The City 
is also interested in having non-motorized 
commuters fill out a Google Form survey 
about their commute, asking for information 
about the distance, mode, employer, etc.

“Super commuters,” will be recognized during 
a special awards ceremony at Intuition Ale 
Works after work on Friday, May 19, 6 to 8 
p.m. For those who posted commuter selfies 
and participated in the survey, prizes will be 

JSO gets serious about safety enforcement

Failing sewer main replaced on Baltic Street
JEA crews replaced an 80-foot portion of a failing sanitary sewer main near 4348 

Baltic St. in less than a week during the first week in April. Failures to sewer main lines 
can potentially cause major sewer back-ups and roadway issues. Upon completion of 
the project, any existing pavement, grass, curb, gutter, driveways or sidewalks affected 
during construction was returned to its pre-construction condition.

offered for “Longest Commute,” “Most 
Enthusiastic,” “Most Days Participated,” etc. 
To qualify for a prize, participants must fill out 
the survey: tinyurl.com/CarFreeWeekJax, and 
participate in the social media photo/hashtag 
posts. While sipping discounted beer, atten- 
dees at the celebration can network with like- 
minded cyclists and pedestrians, Ingles said. 

Pedestrians and runners are also encour-
aged to participate, and drivers who don’t 
think riding, walking or biking is feasible 
are encouraged to switch to public transit or 
carpool, or even park a distance away from 
their place of employment. Regular bus or 
skyway riders are encouraged to simply get 
off one or two stops earlier, Ingles said.

In Ordinance 2017-295, which was in-
troduced by District 4 Councilman Scott 
Wilson, the Council lent its support to 
Car-Free Week by citing bicycling as an 

“environmentally friendly” form of trans-
portation, and encouraged all Jacksonville 
citizens to support Bike-to-Work Week. 

In the Ordinance, the Council also declared 
cycling as beneficial to health and said, by 
setting aside the time for cycling to work, 
it hopes its citizenry can gain a greater 
public awareness of bicycle operation and 
safety in an effort to reduce accidents, injuries 
and fatalities on Jacksonville’s roadways.

“The City Council encourages Jacksonville 
citizens to partake in National Bike-to-
Work Week, from May 15 through May 
19, to take advantage of the opportunity 
to enjoy the health benefits, to reduce 
commuting costs, and to improve overall 
attitude and morale,” reads the Ordinance. 

“It is important that all levels of government, 
employers large and small, and the com-
munity as a whole encourage bicycling as 
a viable transportation alternative, both 
as means of reducing pollution and alle-
viating roadway congestion.”

For more details on eligibility or spon-
sorship, visit jacksonvillebikemonth.com/
carfreeweek. 

ELIZABETH O’STEEN 
Realtor®

Elizabeth.OSteen@
FloridaNetworkRealty.com

904.465.1706

CECE CUMMINGS 
Realtor®

CeCe@ 
FloridaNetworkRealty.com

904.434.9777
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4bd/ 3.2 baths 3440 sq ft. / Completely renovated high end finishings   $640,000

FLORIDA NETWORK 
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JAMES L.  
SCHUMACHER, D.M.D.
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1995

Welcoming New Patients!
Ask us about our  

20 Minute SMILE - In Office Whitening!

(904) 388-3559
WWW.FIRSTCOASTSMILES.COM

4201 ROOSEVELT BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210
Visit us on Facebook.

•  implants  •  crowns  •  veneers
Excellence Through Experience
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Timeline for construction 
underway
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Three years from the launch of a fund-
raising campaign, The American Cancer 
Society plans to break ground this fall on 
The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 
Hope Lodge in Jacksonville, the third lodge 
in Florida.

The Mayo Clinic is providing land on 
its Southside campus, but the 32-room 
facility will be available for patients seeking 
cancer treatment at any medical or cancer 
treatment center in Jacksonville. The other 
two lodges are the Winn-Dixie Hope Lodge 
in Gainesville (1986) and the Richard M. 
Schulze Family Foundation Hope Lodge 
in Tampa (2003).

The no-cost “home away from home” 
for cancer patients and their caregivers 
will be open to those seeking treatment 
at Jacksonville’s Mayo Clinic, UF Health, 
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Ackerman Cancer Center and St. Vincent’s 
HealthCare. “The demand for no cost 
lodging is there for cancer patients,” said 
Kellie Ann Kelleher, the Society’s cam-
paign director.

The fundraising campaign, championed 
by the volunteer leadership of Charlie 
Tomm and Carter and Cheryl Bryan, was 
launched in the fall of 2014 with an initial 
match challenge grant of $9.6 million from 
the family foundation of Best Buy founder 
Richard M. Schulze. 

The Jacksonville community very gener-
ously responded and the campaign ended 

with a substantial gift from the C. Herman 
and Mary Virginia Terry Foundation. 

 The Weaver Family Foundation Fund at 
The Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida also gave the American Cancer 
Society a $500,000 challenge grant, which 
matched community donations of $5,000 
or less, up to $500,000. The Richard M. 
Schulze Family Foundation also matched 
all funds to collectively make a $2 million 
impact on the $19.2 million needed to build 
and operate the Jacksonville Hope Lodge.  

“Mrs. Terry has made immeasurable 
contributions to the medical community 
in Jacksonville, funding both capital and 
patient services, as well as research,” said 
Kelleher. “With this gift to help make 
no-cost lodging for adult cancer patients 
and their caregivers a reality in Jacksonville, 
she feels as though everything has come 
full circle.”  

Once the Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation Hope Lodge of Jacksonville 

opens its doors, the American Cancer 
Society estimates it will provide nearly 
12,000 nights of free lodging to cancer 
patients and their caregivers each year. 
While the facility has been fully funded, 
the American Cancer Society will continue 
to raise operating funds.

“In all our years volunteering with the 
American Cancer Society we have seen the 
impact our dedication to the mission of 
the Society has had in the lives of cancer 
patients,” said Carter and Cheryl Bryan in 
a statement. “The reality of a Hope Lodge 
being built in Jacksonville is an accom-
plishment we are proud of, but moreover 
we are honored to have been a part of 
helping grow our medical community and 
break down barriers in accessing treatment 
for cancer patients.” 

If you would like to make a gift, visit 
cancer.org/hopelodgejacksonville or call 
the American Cancer Society at (904) 
391-3606.

Front, seated: Susan Williams, Carol Tucker, Cheryl Bryan; back: Kellie Ann Kelleher, Charlie Tomm, Dick 
Morales, Tim Torgerson, Mel Toran, Sheila Collier, George Egan, Carter Bryan, Ralph DeVitto, Jennifer 
Rensch; not present: Gil Pomar III and Syd Gervin

Hope Lodge reaches campaign goal, celebrates

CenterState Bank, a bank that believes in you.

Local Leadership | Local Market Driven | Local Decision Making

www.centerstatebank.com

Gil Pomar, Regional President

King Street
904.301.2144
1234 King St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Ortega
904.301.2250
2922 Corinthian Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32210

Southpoint
904.345.4802
7077 Bonneval Rd., Ste. 110
Jacksonville, FL 32216

Downtown
904.493.4992
100 N. Laura St., Ste. 120
Jacksonville, FL 32202

St. Augustine
904.342.4916
709 S. Ponce de Leon Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL 32084

Palm Coast
386.597.8145
175 Cypress Point Pkwy.
Palm Coast, FL 32164

CSB_JacksonvilleQtrPgVerticalGilPomarAd.qxp_Layout 1  3/27/17  12:52 PM  Page 1

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell • 904.280.0486 office direct
elizabeth@elizabethhudgins.com

www.elizabethhudgins.com
“From Cottages to Castles”

Great location & Gorgeous River Views!
Over 4000 SF of wonderful space perfect 

for formal or casual entertaining. Upon 
entry you will be immediately drawn 

through the Formal Living Room to the 
sunny River Room with expansive views 

of St. Johns River. Comes with large 
Family Room adjacent to the kitchen, 

formal dining room and more stunning 
river views from large master suite. All 

bedrooms with en suite bath. New fence 
around rear of property, new water heater, 

new driveway apron and sidewalk, new 
HVAC systems (2 in home and 1 in garage). 

house re-plumbed from street to house 
in 2000, Built-in Generac Generator for 

home included. $695,000

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a 
Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices 
of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is 
currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

PRICE REDUCTION

With your new home comes new responsibilities – like protecting your new investment 
with the right amount of homeowners insurance. That’s where we can help.
CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Discover why over 17 million 
homeowners trust State Farm®.

statefarm.com®

0907508FL
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Shad Khan lends quiet 
support to the effort

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Four years after a small group of like-minded 
individuals formed a nonprofit to bring an 
aquarium to Jacksonville, it may seem as 
though not much has been done. But Erika 
Sepega, volunteer treasurer and website 
administrator for AquaJax, doesn’t see it 
that way at all.

“There are hurdles and roadblocks a project 
like this runs into before doors open. It can 
be upwards of 20 years for projects like this 
to move from a sketch on a restaurant napkin 
until you can open the doors,” she said. “I 
don’t think we’re behind the ball; we’re 
progressing in a forward fashion.”

Sepega, a geophysicist, a licensed com-
mercial hard-hat diver, and mother of two 
small children, became interested in the 
venture when she saw the AquaJax exhibit 
at One Spark in 2014. Now, in addition to 
minding the group’s funds, Sepega also dons 
the Monty the Manatee mascot costume to 
drum up interest in and support for the 
multi-million-dollar project.

One of the first steps taken was a $50,000 
feasibility study, funded in part by the One 
Spark prize for first place in the public 
crowdfunding vote in the science category. 

The two-month study by ConsultEcon 
Inc. is finished but not yet publicly available, 
according to Sepega. “We’re in the process 
of updating the website, and will include 
information from the study. I can say the 
study did support Jacksonville’s ability to 
maintain an aquarium of the proposed 
size and stay in the black. That was a very 
happy result.”

The next steps include nailing down five 
acres of property for the aquarium and 
signing on a champion, followed by the 
launching of a capital campaign, Sepega said, 
indicating they are hoping to put the facility 
near the Jacksonville Fire Museum, west of 
Metropolitan Park on Gator Bowl Boulevard.

“We have been working with Shad Khan 
and Iguana Investments for a couple of years 
now. We meet every month or two,” she 
said. “They have given us the permission 

to say that Shad Khan and Iguana Investments 
support our efforts and are interested in 
the aquarium, but Mr. Khan has no interest 
per se in funding an aquarium. Of course, 
it will be an attraction bringing people to 
the hotels and restaurants.”

Sepega stated the latest proposal for the 
Shipyards does include three open areas 
where an aquarium could be located, although 
the facility is not written into Iguana 
Investments’ plan. 

“One spot is the one we wanted; one is 
where they would prefer to put it, near a 
hotel; and the other is a place with oppor-
tunity for expansion and parking,” she said. 

“They have put some thought into where 
the aquarium would fit into the big picture.”

The piece of the puzzle is funding, in-
cluding a champion donor. AquaJax Founder 
George Harrell and JJ Hammond have been 
meeting with many influencers throughout 
Jacksonville, said Sepega.

“Even when it comes to the 13,000 Facebook 
followers and the community events, it’s 
hard when you have an organization that 
people have supported for a couple of years 
and we have not made any major break-
throughs with the two major pieces of the 
puzzle,” she said. “We hope to be gearing 
up toward a larger capital campaign toward 
the end of the year.” 

The AquaJax team will hold a fundraiser, 
Rayo de Mayo, Thursday, May 18, 6-9 p.m. 
at Engine 15 Brewery, 6633 Myrtle Ave. N. 
Tickets can be purchased at Eventbrite.com.

Aquatic nonprofit still struggling 
to bring major attraction to city

Erika Sepega goes undercover as Monty the 
Manatee, the AquaJax mascot.

By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

The Murray Hill Mural Project continues 
to grow, in some cases figuratively. The 
latest design, on the northwest face of a 
building on the Florida Christian Apartments 
campus, features a modern take on flora.

“I wanted something vintage, classic, 
floral but with a fresh, modern look,” said 
Nicole Holderbaum, the Jacksonville 
Beach artist known as Nico, who was 
chosen for this mural. 

Located at 1115 Edgewood Ave. South, 
Mural No. 6 in the series sponsored by the 
Murray Hill Preservation Association 
(MHPA) began with an outline in mid-
April and was completed within 10 days.

One of the board members at Florida 
Christian Apartments donated money to 
fund the mural, and MHPA covered the 
rest. Costs include renting the lift as well 
as the paint.

Murals No. 7 and No. 8 are planned for a 
wall at J&W Discount, 4045 Post St., and 
were funded by the new owner of the business, 
Michael Danhour, after he saw a comment 
on social media indicating the buildings 
would make a great canvas for some artwork.

“I reached out to Jason Tetlak, and we 
decided this would be a cool spot to have 
a series of murals, with six bays measuring 
20-feet wide by 25-feet high,” said Danhour, 
president of Danhour Group, a real estate 
investment, land development, and dis-
tressed property rehabilitation company.

The artists selected for the first two 
murals are Elizabeth McConney, a con-
tinuing education instructor at Artistic 
Literacy, Inc. and art educator with the 
Jacksonville Public Library, and Meredith 
Kay Sullivan, a young artist in the process 
of completing a Fine Arts degree at the 
University of North Florida.

Sullivan’s design consists of tranquil 
brightly colored jellyfish. Sullivan, who 
used to work at the former Cowford Trader 
shop in Avondale, is hoping to complete 
the 30-foot high by 25-foot wide mural 
before Memorial Day. 

At this time Danhour’s not sure how the 
other four murals will be funded, but is 

working on a plan made possible through 
an unexpected discovery.

One of Danhour’s business ventures 
includes flipping older homes. He recently 
purchased the home of the late local artist 
Ben’h Usry, who passed away two years 
ago, and found a treasure trove of Usry’s 
work in the house. He hopes to auction 
the art to fund additional murals.

“It’s not really a money-maker, it’s more 
of making sure the art is not thrown out 
in the trash,” said Danhour, who hopes to 
work with CoRK Arts District and MOCA 
to hold a public sale of Usry’s artwork.

Murray Hill mural 
project blooming

Florida Christian Apartments sponsored Mural 
No. 6 in the Murray Hill Preservation Association 
mural series.

Early rendering of proposed Jacksonville aquarium on the Northbank.

Meredith Sullivan with a small-scale sketch of her 
jellyfish mural for J&W Discount.
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By Lilla Ross 
Resident Community News

Fair warning: The public right-of-way is 
off limits for all those “little signs.” You 
know the ones – garage sale, I Buy Junk 
Cars, lost dog.

Those signs – called snipe signs – have 
been illegal, unless they’re on private 
property, since 2005 when a zero-tolerance 
policy for litter on public property was 
enacted. If the signs are on public right-
of-way – the space between the sidewalk 
and the street – violators are subject to a 
fine of $55 per sign. 

More commonly, the signs just myste-
riously disappear when someone throws 
them in the trash, and as far as the city is 
concerned everyone is welcome to do that. 

So, if you’re having a garage sale, you are 
welcome to put a sign in your front yard or, 
with their permission, a neighbor’s yard, 
but if you put it in the right of way in front 
of your house or at the end of your street 
to alert passing motorists, you’re violating 
the law. And the fine is $55. 

The one group that has gotten a pass – up 
until now – is realtors. 

In 2013, realtors were given an exemption 
for “open house” signs through Ordinance 
2013-0262. At-Large Councilman John 
Crescimbeni said the rationale was that the 
real estate industry was still recovering from 
recession and were dependent on the signs 
to market houses. 

There were rules. Under the exemption, 
realtors had to get an annual $30 permit, 
good for up to five signs, and put the permit 
number on the signs. The signs had to be 
set out no earlier than late Friday afternoon 
and be picked up by Sunday afternoon.

Supreme Court ruling sends realtors scrambling for creative marketing

Signs placed in the public right-of-way are illegal and violators are subject to a fine.

But, no more. The exemption expired 
June 30, 2016 and won’t be reinstated because 
of a 2015 Supreme Court decision in Reed 
v. Gilbert, Crescimbeni said. 

Clyde Reed, the pastor of a small church, 
sued the town of Gilbert, Ariz., when he 
was cited for posting signs advertising 
church services at an elementary school. 
The town’s sign law had stricter requirements 
for church signs than other signs. 

The case went all the way to the Supreme 
Court, which ruled that signs cannot be 
regulated based on their content, 
Crescimbeni said. 

The decision doesn’t have any wiggle 
room, he said. “I have two options. No one 
puts signs in the right of way or to allow 
everybody to put signs in the right of way,” 
Crescimbeni said. “It wouldn’t matter what 
was on the sign. It could be a ‘for sale’ sign 
or hate speech. 

“I know the realtors are upset,” he said. 
“I’ve had calls from realtors wanting me to 
redo the ordinance I originally introduced 
in 2013. But there’s no way we can redo it.”

District 6 Councilman Matt Schellenberg 
introduced a bill March 28 that would have 
granted weekend exemptions for signs, but 
then withdrew it because it would have 
violated the Supreme Court decision. 

Another bill introduced at the same 
time by Schellenberg would give events 

– like the River Run – an exemption for 
things like detour signs that affect the 
flow of traffic. It is likely to survive because 
it affects government functions. The bill, 
2017-0230, is currently in committee with 
Land Use and Zoning where a public 
hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, May 2, 
and with the Neighborhoods, Community 
Investments & Services Committee (NCIS). 

A public hearing is scheduled before City 
Council on Tuesday, May 9. 

Although the ordinance to exempt open 
house signs expired nearly a year ago, 
realtors are now scrambling to find new 
ways to market their houses.

What’s at stake? In 2016, 937 houses sold 
in San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. That 
had the potential for a lot of open houses.

“We have always put out a limited number 
of signs for open houses and picked them 
up. That’s the way the majority of people 
find out about houses,” said Sheron Willson 
of Berkshire Hathaway. “This is going to 
hurt our customers.

“We’ll make adjustments. Use the internet 
more, do more personal marketing. We’ll 
work around it. Whatever it takes. If it’s the 
law, it’s the law,” she said.

Lee Norville of Norville Realty said the 
restriction “inhibits our right to do business. 
They are the bloodline of our business. It 
will be very hard to hold open houses 
without them.”

“Signage is what drives people into open 
houses,” said Anita Vining of Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty. “I don’t like the litter but people should 
be responsible and remove them or get fined. 
I understand we have to have regulations.”

Vining said she has always used the signs 
as well as the internet to advertise open houses.

“We post on Facebook, realtor.com, Zillow 
and Berkshire Hathaway,” Vining said. 

“Signage with balloon gets the attention of 
those driving by. People who may have no 
interest in buying a house might stop to see 

a house and fall in love with it because they 
saw a sign.”  

The realtors said they will be asking 
homeowners for permission to put open 
house signs on their property. But they also 
might get creative – decorating cars or 
getting people to wave signs. 

They also wonder whether the sign code 
will be enforced, noting that it is erratically 
enforced now. 

There are currently three sign enforcement 
volunteers, who are trained by code en-
forcement officers on sign enforcement and 
writing citations, according to Tia Ford, 
public information officer for the City of 
Jacksonville. “Code Enforcement wrote 
1,507 citations for illegal snipe signs in Fiscal 
Year 2016 [October 1, 2015 to September 
30, 2016],” she said.

Crescimbeni said the city can deputize 
citizens to issue citations in the same way 
citizens can issue citations to people who 
park illegally in handicapped parking spaces. 
They can also use the free MyJax mobile app 
to report blight, such as illegal signs.

And then there’s the annual city buy-back 
for tires and snipe signs Saturday, May 6 at 
EverBank Field. The city will pay $2 per tire 
for up to 20 tires and 50 cents a sign for up 
to 40 signs.

Interested parties can apply to become 
a sign enforcement volunteer through the 
Office of Volunteer Services (email volun-
teer@coj.net). Once they’ve gone through 
that process, they will be trained by code 
enforcement officers on sign enforcement 
and writing citations, said Ford.
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Carol Howard, Ortega
‘House for Sale’ or realtor signs I don’t object to, but 
other signs can go overboard. I agree with the city 
that we should not allow signs. I know some 
weekends there are too many signs, but if it is in 
someone’s front yard it is all right. No, I don’t think 
neighbors should cite their neighbors. And no, I 
would not allow them to put up signs in my yard. 
I’m very conservative. 

Kevin Mulvey, Riverside
I don’t have a problem with the signs. I think it 
is a good way to promote events, and if you are 
selling stuff it is an easy and unobtrusive way of 
doing it. I think the city should allow signs, but 
I guess if you are going to take a nothing approach 
and say you can’t have any signs, it would be 
good to enforce it by having regular people do 
it rather than police officers. The police have 
more important things to do than to worry about 
taking down signs. It would depend on the sign 
and on what it is advertising as to whether I 
would have it in my yard.

Laurie Mullis, Ortega
As far as temporary signs go, I’ve been guilty of 
it, such as for a lost dog. But people need to take 
them down afterwards. You know they can put 
that kind of stuff on the internet now. A lot of 
signs can get kind of trashy because some people 
put them up for weeks. I do agree with the city 
about having a ‘nothing’ policy, but I have been 
guilty of putting signs up. It’s touchy (to have 
neighbors cite neighbors). I don’t think I could 
do it, and it could cause problems in the neigh-
borhood because you need your neighbors to watch over you. If it was my 
immediate neighbor and I knew them well, I would allow them to put a 
sign in my yard, but otherwise, no. I don’t want a lot of signs in my yard.

Melissa Devnich, Riverside
I haven’t thought about it. It’s part of the physical 
background. I wonder what area of the city this 
is about that somebody cared so much about 
it to bring it to the city’s attention. I really don’t 
care one way or the other, but in Riverside and 
Avondale everything is very tasteful and under 
control here. I think having neighbors cite 
neighbors can lead to delightful situations, and 
I look forward to the entertaining stories that 
can come from this in the media or in the 
neighborhood. No, I won’t allow signs in my yard. 
They can put them in their own yards.

By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Based on a 2015 U.S. Supreme Court ruling, which mandates 
that municipalities take an “all or nothing” approach to allowing 
any type of signage on public right-of-ways, including sidewalks, 
street posts, easements, etc., the City of Jacksonville’s Office of the 
General Counsel has determined that no signs will be posted 
within the city limits. 

Included in the ban are yard sale signs, party directions, lost 
and found signs for pets and realtor open house signs. The new 
rule means that the City’s Municipal Code Compliance Division 

has the right to confiscate and/or cite owners of such signs, which 
are also known as snipe signs. Further, the City has a class that 
citizens can take to be authorized to issue citations for snipe signs 
on a public right-of-way.

The Resident asked local residents how they felt about temporary 
signage in the neighborhood. Do they agree or disagree with the 
City’s decision to take the conservative approach and ban any type 
of temporary signage on public property? What do they think 
about citizens issuing citations against their neighbors for posting 
yard sale signs and the like? Would they allow neighbors to place 
such types of temporary signage on their property to avoid putting 
it on a public easement or sidewalk?

Residents weigh in on new signage restrictions
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By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

By filing a lawsuit against the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the St. Johns 
Riverkeeper, a nonprofit, citizen-sup-
ported organization, is determined do 
all it can to protect the river that flows 
through the heart of Jacksonville from 
irrevocable damage due to a proposed 
dredging project by JAXPORT.

On April 7, the Riverkeeper filed a 
Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive 
Relief in federal court against the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
regarding the proposed St. Johns River 
harbor dredging project, according to 

Jimmy Orth of Riverside, executive director 
of the St. Johns Riverkeeper. 

In April 2015, the Record of Decision 
was issued to approve the USACE’s Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
for the JAXPORT proposal to dredge 13 
miles of the St. Johns River from a depth 
of 40 feet to 47 feet, finding the plan to 
be “economically justified” and “environ-
mentally acceptable,” Orth said.

The Riverkeeper’s complaint seeks 
review of the FEIS under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) citing 
five failures in the USACE’s proposal: 1) 
to take a hard look at the environmental 
consequences of dredging; 2) to provide 
appropriate in-kind mitigation for the 

Riverkeeper files legal challenge of St. Johns dredging project
environmental damage that will result 
from the dredging; 3) to provide adequate 
comprehensive economic analysis to de-
termine the merits of such a massive ex-
penditure of public funds; 4) to comply 
with public participation requirements; 
and 5) to supplement the FEIS when relevant 
new information or circumstances arose.

“We can’t afford to roll the dice with the 
future of the St. Johns. Once the damage 
is done, there is no turning back,” said St. 
Johns Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman. 

“Unfortunately, the Army Corps has failed 
to exercise due diligence and provide the 
public with assurances that our river will 
be protected.”

The Riverkeeper is particularly con-
cerned the mitigation plan is “woefully 
inadequate,” because it requires no 
restoration projects or strategies to offset 
damage incurred from the dredging, said 
Orth. One big problem is that dredging 
causes salt water to move further upstream, 
destroying wetlands, submerged grasses, 
and trees that provide critical habitat for 
fisheries as well as pollution filters for 
the river, he said.

Also, monitoring comprises the vast 
majority of the mitigation expenditures and 
is a standard permit condition, not a sub-
stitute for true compensatory mitigation, 
he said, noting that post-project monitoring 
will not undo damage from an irrevocably 
altered salinity regime in the St. Johns.

According to Orth, the USACE analysis 
is flawed and incomplete, significantly 
underestimating the potential threats to 
the health of the St. Johns River, because 
it used two different salinity models for 
the main stem and tributary analyses. 
Use of different models for the salinity 

intrusion makes the evaluation unreliable, 
he said, adding the USACE’s river channel 
sedimentation model does not provide 
necessary information to establish en-
vironmental effects for sedimentation.

The adverse impact on endangered 
species such as manatees, short nose 
sturgeon, North Atlantic Right Whales 
and sea turtles from the blasting of 
bedrock and sedimentation required in 
the dredging is of particular concern to 
the Riverkeeper, he said.

Also, federal and regional economic 
interests have not been demonstrated or 
verified, as required by Federal Law, 
according to Orth, who noted that a 
multi-port analysis assessing competition 
among regional ports was not conducted. 
The economic analysis did not follow 
USACE guidelines, nor were economic 
methods and assumptions adequately 
documented, he said.

“Regrettably, the Army Corps of Engineers 
has underestimated the environmental 
impacts, done nothing to offset the 
damage that will occur, and failed to 
demonstrate a clear economic need, 
leaving us with no choice but to challenge 
this project,” said Rinaman, who added 
that local logistics expert Dale Lewis 
recently conducted an independent 
analysis that questions the economic 
viability of the proposed dredging.

“This recent analysis needs to be taken 
seriously to make sure we are not pursuing 
a dredge to nowhere,” said Rinaman. “If 
the deep dredge doesn’t make economic 
sense, why even gamble with the health 
of our community’s greatest natural asset 
in the first place?”

4154 Herschel Street • Jacksonville, FL • 904-680-7344 • www.solunayogaspa.com

Bring in for a 60 minute Facial
$49 (valued at $75, save $26)
New client intro offer. Call to book your appointment.

Bring in for a 60 minute Massage
$59  (valued at $75, save $16)
New client intro offer. Call to book your appointment.

 H o l i s t i c  D a y  S p a

Monthly Spa
Membership
starting at
$65/month

North Florida’s only Dr. Hauschka
Licensed Facial Specialist
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

In his cover letter to the City of Jacksonville, 
Shahid Khan, president of Iguana 
Investments Florida and owner of the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, said he wants to 
move his proposed project from “world-
class vision to a world-class reality.”

“We believe the City’s vision and Iguana’s 
vision for the redevelopment of this 
property are perfectly aligned: mixed-use, 
world class design, and international 
capital implementing an iconic mixed-use 
development on downtown’s catalytic 
riverfront site.

“No proposer is more vested in the success 
of the redevelopment of this riverfront 
property than Iguana. Iguana’s affiliates, 
the Jacksonville Jaguars and Bold Events, 
lease the stadium, amphitheater and covered 
flex field adjacent to the property,” he said 
in his letter.

With three proposals to redevelop the 
City-owned property known as The Shipyards 
under consideration, Khan’s proposal was 
ultimately the winner, unanimously selected 
by the Downtown Investment Authority at 
its April 18 meeting. This is the second time 
Khan’s company has won the pitch. In 2015, 
the DIA also selected Iguana Investments 
but it never resulted in a development 
contract. That earlier bid did not include 
Metropolitan Park, which was added to the 
proposal for a total of 70 acres.

According to Khan’s proposal, Metro Park 
would be the site of a five-star hotel with 
up to 250 rooms. A new park, Veterans Park, 
would be constructed in the middle of the 
70-acre parcel, where Hogan’s Creek meets 
the St. Johns River.

Downtown Investment Authority selects Shad Khan’s master plan for Shipyards

Rendering shows possible mooring space for the 
USS Charles Adams

The proposal stated implementation of 
the master plan will require more than $500 
million in private investment, but did not 
provide any figures for the total potential 
cost of the development, which would 
include condominiums, apartments, office, 
retail, and restaurant space in addition to 
the hotel, and a private marina.

Portions of the property would be reserved 
for public use and remain as city property, 
to be developed with other funds. Those 
uses include attractions, such as an aquarium, 
mooring space for the USS Charles Adams, 
public parks, parking, and improvements 
for Hogan’s Creek Greenway, Bay Street and 
A. Philip Randolph Boulevard.

A tentative schedule included in the 
proposal would put construction of Phase 
I beginning in 2019. Phase I includes the 
residential units, hotel, office, retail, and 
restaurant, including parking and asso-
ciated public space.

Iguana Investment’s proposal requires 
the City to bear the burden of environmental 
cleanup necessary to prepare the Shipyards 
for development, improve certain Bay 
Street infrastructure, relocate Metropolitan 
Park, construct mooring for the USS Adams, 
among other requirements.

Next step will be negotiation of the City’s 
share of the costs, which will result in a de-
velopment agreement for City Council vote.

Aerial view of the Northbank properties which would be used in the redevelopment plan proposed by Iguana Investments.

4742 Attleboro Street 
Charming 3BR/2BA bungalow in Murray Hill. 
Hardwood floors, front porch, and rear deck. 

1-car garage 1,410 sq ft. $179,000

1318 Avondale Avenue      
3BR/2BA, with Mediterranean Style front porch, 
large open living area, dining area that opens up 
to outside deck, upgrades throughout with high 

ceilings. 1,606 sq. ft. $363,500

2821 Downing Street
3BR/2BA bungalow with private, fenced back 
yard with a deck, paver fire pit, and a large 

storage shed. The master bathroom features a 
double vanity and claw foot tub. 

1,366 sq. ft. $249,500

4557 Ramona Boulevard
Renovated 3BR/1BA brick home in the heart of 

Murray Hill. $169,000

2030 Herschel Street, #1
2BR/2BA first floor unit formerly on RAP Tour of 

Homes. Leaded glass colonnaded bookcases 
divide LR from DR with gas fireplace and built-in 
hutch. Kitchen with all stainless steel, high-end 

appliances. 1,186 sq. ft. $330,000

1333 Silver Street
Stately 4BR/3BA historic Springfield home.

Entry hall with fireplace, large eat in kitchen, granite 
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, laundry 

room. 3,858 sq. ft.  $369,000

3216 Oak Street, #3 
2BR/2.5BA Avondale Townhome features eat in 
kitchen, seperate dining room, spacious living 

room has a floor to ceiling brick wood burning 
fireplace. 1,576 sq ft. $220,000

1422 Windsor Place
Avondale brick home with two studio apartments. 
Featuring 4BR/2.5BA in Main House. Spacious living 
room with fireplace, Florida room, dining room, and 

beautiful new kitchen. 3,128 sq ft.  $529,000

1532 Ingleside Avenue
5BR/4BA, Avondale Home with a very well 

maintained duplex on the next lot behind the 
home. The home is located on a beautifully 

landscaped corner lot. 3,018 sq. ft. $685,000

Ready to buy or sell?  We are here to help! 

TraditionsJax.com
      facebook.com/
TraditionsRealtyJax

1046 Riverside Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230

A Full Service 
Real Estate Agency, 
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By Lilla Ross 
Resident Community News

Speakers at TEDxJacksonville put the 
spotlight on the St. Johns River at an April 5 
salon, establishing that although Jacksonville 
owes its very existence to the river that runs 
through its midst, the City is just now getting 
serious about embracing its waterway as its 
most valuable asset.

The TED Talk, moderated by Avondale 
resident Jeanmarie Grimsley, included a 
panel discussion with five experts on wa-
ter-related topics: Daniel Bean, president 
of the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship 
Association (JHNSA); Alyssa Bourgoyne, 
Groundwork Jacksonville interim director; 
Lori Boyer, City Council President; Aundra 
Wallace, Downtown Investment Authority 
CEO, and Dr. Quinton White, executive 
director of the Marine Science Research 
Institute at Jacksonville University.

Open to the community and held at 
Jacksonville University, the discussion focused 
on cultural, economic and recreational 
efforts to develop a river-centric identity. 

Boyer said the City’s latest “activate the 
river” initiative, which seeks to provide 
better access to the river by extending the 
riverwalks, adding boat ramps, and encour-
aging development, is building on previous 
efforts to better use the river. 

 “The city was created around waterways,” 
Boyer said. “The Navy is here because of 

TEDxJacksonville 
focuses on untapped 
resource

City leaders tired of hearing about river’s ‘potential’
water. The port is here because of the river. 
Our neighborhoods are defined by the water. 
We need to embrace water as our identity.”

City leaders have visited other cities like 
Oklahoma City and San Antonio to see 
how they use their rivers, but Boyer said 
Jacksonville can’t be like other cities. “We 
have a wide expansive river, you can’t 
pretend you can kayak in it,” she said. “It’s 
not that kind of waterway.”

The city Waterways Commission is coming 
up with recommendations for “activating” 
the river as well as a Maritime Management 
Plan, said both Boyer and White. 

Having spent several days on the river 
recently, White said he is “looking at the 
river with a different eye,” scouting out areas 
of the river that are not being used.

“There are some incredible jewels,” said 
White, a San Jose resident. “Some are 
low-hanging fruit and others are more far 
reaching.  We’re  developing some 
recommendations.” 

Making the river more accessible isn’t 
just about more marinas and boat ramps, 
he said. It is helping people get to the river 
and develop a relationship with it. For some 
people that could be fishing or boating, for 
others it might mean having dinner at a 
riverfront restaurant. 

The effort to bring the USS Charles 
Adams to the downtown waterfront as a 
naval museum is one way to attract people 
to the river. A campaign is underway by 
the JHNSA to raise $3 million to refurbish 
the ship and open it as a naval museum 
downtown along Pier No. 1 at the Shipyards 
property. It could arrive by fall, after un-
dergoing work at The Navy Yard in 
Philadelphia for four weeks. 

“We are a Navy city, the third largest in 
the country and one out of every four people 
has some connection,” said Bean, who is 
also a partner at the law firm of Holland & 
Knight. “This is a way to integrate the river 
with the Navy and to get more people to 
the river.”

Wallace said Jacksonville needs to manage 
its expectations and set its priorities. It 
needs to develop a strategy similar to South 
Florida by attracting state money like Forever 
Florida funds.

“We are in a good position, we just have 
to strategize and go after the dollars,” said 
Wallace, who lives on the Southbank. “We 
can be whatever we want to be as long as 
we are willing to invest. 

“Whatever we decide, the private sector 
will be there with us. They don’t always want 
to be in South Florida. Some of them want 
longer returns on their investment.”

 One vision for connecting to the river 
that is still in its infancy is the Emerald 
Necklace project being developed by 
Groundwork Jacksonville. 

Alyssa Bourgoyne, interim director, said 
Groundwork plans to create an 11-mile 
greenway that will integrate the Hogan’s 
Creek parks and the S-Line Rail Trail in 
Springfield with McCoys Creek in Riverside 
and the Northbank Riverwalk.

The project could take a decade to 
complete and will include restoring 
brownfields in the area as well as incor-
porate the needs of the residents who are 
often excluded from development plans, 
Bourgoyne said. It also could involve 

“daylighting” McCoys Creek, which runs 
under the Times-Union building. Uncovering 
the creek – exposing it to daylight – could 
be part of the property’s redevelopment. 

The T-U building has been on the market 
since June 2016. 

Groundwork Jacksonville’s partnership 
with the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the National Park Service enables it to 
tap into federal funds. “But the city is going 
to have to step up,” she said.

Both Boyer and Wallace said they are 
tired of hearing about the “potential” for 
using the river. 

“There is momentum now,” Boyer said. 
“We are making connections across the 
river. We need to bring the two sides of 
downtown together.” 

So much is happening, Wallace said, 
ticking off a list that included the Shipyard’s 
development, Brooklyn, The District and 
other Southbank apartment projects. Other 
development will happen eventually at the 
Landing, at Berkman Plaza 2, at the old 
courthouse and City Hall sites and the 
Times-Union property, he said. 

“We have to manage everyone’s expectations,” 
Wallace said. “We want to see change happen 
so fast. We are going through an evolution. 
We are strategically on the path. I can’t do 
everything everyone wants done. We are 
going to make sure it’s right for Jacksonville.”

TED is a nonprofit organization devoted 
to Ideas Worth Spreading. Started as a 
four-day conference in California 30 years 
ago, TED has grown to support its mission 
with multiple initiatives. One of those 
initiatives is TEDx, where x equals the 
independently organized event, which 
supports individuals or groups in hosting 
local, self-organized TED-style events 
around the world. TEDxJacksonville was 
started in 2013 by Avondale resident 
Douglas Coleman, a co-founder of the 
Riverside Arts Market in 2008.

An early rendering of what the Northbank could look 
like when the USS Charles Adams arrives in Jacksonville.
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Residents play key role in 
bettering health of St. Johns
By Marcia Hodgson 
Resident Community News

Conditions are ripe for a “toxic” algae 
bloom to crop up in the St. Johns River this 
summer, warned Dr. Quinton White, executive 
director of the Marine Science Institute at 
Jacksonville University during a meeting of 
the City’s Waterways Commission April 12.

“The river is warming up rapidly after what 
was a very mild winter. I’m very concerned 
that because the water is so warm, and we 
have so many nutrients in the river, there is 
a good chance a toxic algae bloom may occur 
sometime this summer,” White reported. 

In his report to the Waterways Management 
Commissioners, White also said he was 
concerned about “high salinity” in the river 
due to warmer water temperatures, a lack 
of rainfall, and an especially “bad drought” 
in Central Florida.

“Right now, salinity is running high – 20 
to 23 parts per thousand at JU while at the 
mouth of the river at Mayport, it’s running 
almost full strength sea water at 35 parts 
per thousand. The situation at JU is a little 
bit higher than normal,” White said, adding 
the water temperature was 75 degrees at 
the university, and at the mouth of the river, 
72 degrees.

In short, the current situation is “very 
stressful for marine organisms,” he said, 
noting when a “deluge” of rain comes, it 
drives the salinity down temporarily causing 
a yo-yo effect with the river’s salinity, forcing 
many marine species to shift to different 
parts of the river. 

“We’ve been watching all the submerged 
vegetation in the river in Duval County 
go away because of the high salinity. 
This will cause a problem in the fore-
seeable future, especially when we see 
potential dredging without active 
mitigation,” he said. 

However, the State of the River report 
was not all bad news. White’s JU colleague, 
Dr. Gerard Pinto, reported recently the 
manatee had been “delisted” from the en-
dangered species list and placed on the 

“threatened” list.
“We have 6,200 manatees, which is a lot 

higher than in the 1980s when the number 
was around 1,200,” said Pinto, noting in 
2017 there have been only two manatee 
deaths, one due to watercraft and the 
other due to stress from the cold. “The 
population is really coming back and 
growing,” Pinto said. “In the last 10 years, 
it has increased significantly.”

River problems: salinity and nutrients

In an interview at the Marine Science 
Institute April 17, White said the two main 
problems facing the river today are the 
increase in salinity and nutrients, which 
are the cause of algae blooms. While salinity, 
caused by a lack of rainfall and water-use 
patterns in Central Florida, is beyond an 
individual’s control, White said there is 
much individual residents can do to assist 
in limiting the amount of nutrients that 
flow into the river.

“People don’t fully appreciate that what 
they do impacts the river,” White said. 

“People think, ‘what I do doesn’t really matter,’ 
yet if we could get more people to reduce 
the amount of fertilizer they use and not to 

blow leaves and grass clippings into the 
street, it would make a difference.

“Also, it is important to be very strategic 
in watering. I don’t water my grass. I only 
water my fruit trees and my garden. My 
grass stays fairly green, though it’s mostly 
weeds,” he chuckled. “It’s wasteful to water 
your lawn all the time.”

Although the upcoming Jaxport dredging 
project will most likely cause damage to the 
river, dredging smaller tributaries such as 
Millers Creek can be “beneficial” to the 
health of the St. Johns, White said. “It in-
creases the river’s flushing capacity,” he said. 

“Tributaries are like our kidneys. We have 
silted them in through construction and 
road debris and by blowing clippings into 
the street,” he said. Having street sweepers 
routinely clean the streets would help in 
cleaning up debris, and it is important after 
a tributary is dredged to have a campaign 
against throwing debris down storm drains. 

“Until you stop the source of the sediment, 
you will have to keep up with the dredging 
because silt will flow right back in,” he said.

White said he is optimistic about the river’s 
future due to the increased awareness of the 
St. Johns by City Council President Lori 
Boyer’s Waterways Initiative, the city Waterways 
Commission, and other entities such as 
TruJAX, which has discovered that water has 
much to do with Jacksonville’s identity. 

The Marine Science Institute has worked 
hard to educate the public and bring an 
increased awareness of the river, he said. 
Through its research, it is encouraging the 
city to add more artificial reefs in the St. 
Johns. The two manmade reefs, which lie 
1,200 feet off Riverfront Park in San Marco, 
are already drawing fish and more fishermen 
to that section of the river, he said.

JU’s recent cooperative partnership with 
Ocearch, a nonprofit organization that 
does research and tracking on great white 
sharks and other large apex predators, will 
also help draw attention to Jacksonville 
and subsequently the river, he said. Ocearch 
has recently made its home base at JU, and 
Chris Fischer, the founder of Ocearch, is 
now the university’s “Explorer in Residence,” 
he said, adding that the Ocearch research 
vessel was docked at JU in April.

“Jacksonville may be the key to what Chris 
says is the “North Atlantic Great Shark 
Puzzle,” he said. “They (the sharks) all come 
through here, and what is starting to emerge 
from the data is that the female animals 
give birth every two years and their migratory 
patterns reflect that. The males, on the other 
hand, try to mate with every female they 
can find and tend to go back to the calving 
areas on an annual basis.”

The folks at Ocearch are also looking at 
the impact of plastics and currents and 
other ocean phenomena, he continued, 
noting that although Ocearch concentrates 
on the sea, its research will still raise aware-
ness of the St. Johns and its problems. 

“Anytime you raise awareness of the envi-
ronment, the rising tide floats all boats,” 
White said. “Ocearch at Jacksonville University 
will bring attention to Jacksonville, and 
Chris Fischer is pumped about having some 
sort of center here where we can have 
displays and tours and all that.  All we need 
is money, and a little time,” he said.

“I think it’s fascinating that all this interest 
in the river is coming to a point,” he said. 

“As somebody who has worked on the river 
for 40 years, it’s kind of fun to see this kind 
of grassroots support. It’s what we only 
dreamed of 30 years ago.”

Dr. Quinton White

Local marine scientist predicts toxic algae bloom in river this summer
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3239 RIVERSIDE AVE
3/2/1-3,331 sqft. SOLD by Jane Slater, Elizabeth Loftin, 
and Josh Nugent. Live in a piece of Jacksonville history 
located in one of the Great Neighborhoods of Jacksonville, 
Historic Avondale… This Marsh & Saxelbye designed 
home features spacious rooms and welcoming fireplaces.

5008 YACHT CLUB RD
4/5-3,434 sqft. SOLD by Allison Steilberg! Lovely 
waterfront home facing Pirates Cove in Ortega. 
Minutes from the Florida Yacht Club and Timuquana 
Country Club, this home has hardwood floors, Pella 
Windows, a wood burning fireplace, pool and dock.
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4258 MELROSE AVE
4/2-2,063 sqft. SOLD by Elizabeth O’Steen and CeCe 
Cummings! Built in 1926, this home has only had 
two owners in 91 years! From the minute you enter 
you will recognize how beautifully maintained and 
loved this home has had over the years.

4692 IVANHOE RD
4/3-2,881 sqft. SOLD by Jane Slater and Melissa 
Keyes! Charming brick accent home located on a 
lovely street in one of the Great Neighborhoods of 
Jacksonville, Ortega Forest.

4300 LAKESIDE DR 4 - $259,000
3/2-1,940 sqft. LIVE ON THE RIVER! Come see this 
spacious riverfront condo adjacent to Avondale’s 
Historic District, close to shops and restaurants. 
Beautiful views of the river and marina from the 
living area and the master bedroom.

4529 LAWNVIEW ST
3/2-1,323 sqft. SOLD by Lisa Nguyen! Live near 
Four Corners Park in Murray Hill! This home is 
truly charming! Equipped with a NEW ROOF and 
additional space that includes an enclosed sun porch 
and detached garage!

2525 COLLEGE ST 1117 - $224,500
1/1/1-1,125 sqft. This is one of only two - 1BR/1.5BA townhouses 
at The John Gorrie a condominium. This fabulous condominium 
home features hardwood floors from the original gymnasium/
basketball court, your own private terrace, 42’’ espresso kitchen 
cabinets with Caesar Stone quartz kitchen counters.

1057 FAIRWOOD LN SOUTH
3/2-1,161 sqft. SOLD by Lisa Nquyen! New 
Construction just completed in September! 
A rare find in the up and coming Murray Hill 
neighborhood! It is located on a nice corner lot in 
Murray Hill close to the shops and restaurants.

4984 ORTEGA FOREST DR - $1.375MM
6/5/2-5,263 sqft. From the moment you enter this beautiful 
brick home you will be drawn in by the stunning river views, 
spacious rooms and spectacular location. Enjoy the sparkling 
pool or launch your boat and cruise the Ortega River...
endless possibilities here and a great place to call home!

1671 WOODMERE DR – 1.29MM
4/4/1-5,017 sqft. Wake up and greet the day with your 
morning coffee on the wrap around deck as you enjoy 
the expansive river views – was that an eagle that just 
soared overhead? Located on a beautifully landscaped 
double lot within walking distance of Avondale.

4002 MCGIRTS BLVD - $1.375MM
4/2/1- 4,005 sqft. What a gorgeous setting nestled 
among the live oak trees and overlooking the Ortega 
River and Ortega Bridge. This home is a lovely mix 
of old and new. With 5.5 garage spaces ... this is 
perfect for a car collector.

2970 ST JOHNS AVE 6D - $229,000
3/2-1,696 sqft. This 6th floor condominium has a great floor 
plan and commanding views of Avondale and the canal that 
was the yacht basin for the original Florida Yacht Club! Enjoy 
your morning coffee from the two large covered balconies 
that will also afford you amazing sunset views.

4238 LAKESIDE DR 102
3/3-2,472 sqft. SOLD by Allison Steilberg! Image living in 
a luxury condo with fine finishes overlooking the yachts 
of the Ortega Landing Marina! This first class boutique 
building has only 8 units. You’ll enjoy your own private 
elevator lobby, an excellent floor plan & spectacular views.

1849 WILLOW BRANCH TER - $3.25MM
5/5/1-7,575 sqft. Revisit the dignity and grace of 
years gone by. Elegantly & totally renovated to 
todays standards. Entire home was transformed 
in 2003 by current owner. 3 stories of the highest 
quality finishes found in any Jacksonville residence.

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

SOLDSOLD

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

SOLD

2525 COLLEGE ST 1115
2/2-1,823 sqft. SOLD by Josh Nugent and Liz 
Bobeck! Live the Carefree Lifestyle in Riverside! This 
beautiful, unique, and historic John Gorrie townhouse 
style condominium is one of only two in the entire 
development and one of the few with a private patio.

SOLD

2726 DOWNING ST
3/2/1-1,888 sqft. SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Located 
in the heart of the Park and King district with all 
the fun shoppes and eateries, this painstakingly 
restored home is AMAZING! Fabulous 
gourmet kitchen.

SOLD
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Allie Andrew of Avondale was hired 
as Rethreaded’s new Business Develop-
ment Manager. In this new-to-the-or-
ganization role, Andrew’s focus will 
be expanding, developing and manag- 
ing corporate and business partnerships 
through wholesale sales, corporate gift 
sales and outside events. 

Andrew joins Rethreaded, a non-
profit which provides work oppor-
tunities for women seeking to leave 
the sex trade, after acting as the 
Senior Community Manager at Yelp. 

Prior to Yelp, Andrew helped bring 
LivingSocial to the Jacksonville market 
as the Senior Marketing Consultant. 
Andrew has also held sales positions 
at CCS Presentation Systems and 
Randstad. 

“We’re excited about having some-
body actively focused on developing 
business for Rethreaded. We are es-
pecially excited about Allie’s sales 
experience with corporate and startup 
businesses coupled with her passion 
for creating opportunities for women 
to be who they are created to be,” said 
Riverside resident Kristin Keen, founder 
and president of Rethreaded.

The Hightower Emerging Leaders Fellow-
ship, a six-month program to connect 
talented young professionals with com-
munity leaders, began with a formal kickoff 
April 3. More than a dozen young profes-
sionals from a variety of different industries 
were selected for the inaugural class.

The fellowship is named for San Marco 
resident Mike Hightower, who as JAX 
Chamber Chair in 2009 helped launch 
ImpactJAX, the Chamber’s young profes- 
sional organization.

“Mike has always been passionate about 
developing the next generation of leaders 
here in Jacksonville and this fellowship is 
another prime example of that commitment,” 
JAX Chamber Chair Darnell Smith said.

Hightower, chief public affairs officer for 
JEA, said he’s grateful business leaders are 
willing to dedicate their time and share their 
stories to help the next generation of leaders.

“We’re asking these extraordinarily suc-
cessful business and community leaders to 
talk about their personal and professional 

successes and challenges, to share what 
some of the bumps were along the way and 
decisions that led them to where they are 
today,” Hightower said.

Community leaders who will be speaking 
at monthly meetings include Ed Burr, Nat 
Glover, Delores Kesler, Betsy Lovett, Kelly 
Madden, Ricardo Morales, Audrey Moran, 
Herb Peyton, Ambassador John Rood, 
Peter Rummell, Smith, and Susie Wiles.

“The primary mission for the fellowship 
program is for today’s influential leaders 
to positively assist in the mentoring and 
grooming of our next generation of 
emerging leaders as the Jacksonville business, 
civic and philanthropic leadership torch 
is successfully passed,” Hightower said.

The inaugural fellows are Gracie 
Simendinger, development manager for 
BEAM (Beaches Emergency Assistance 
Ministry); Diana Donovan, director, Office 
of the President Jacksonville University; 
Chester Aikens, leadership teacher for 
Duval County Public Schools; Ranaldo 

Allen, CEO and founder of Assemblymen; 
Hana Ashchi Ferguson, director of 
Experience for Downtown Vision, Inc.; 
Matt Brockelman, partner at Southern 
Strategies Group; Jordan Elsbury, director 
of Intergovern-mental Affairs for Mayor 
Lenny Curry; Elizabeth Feustel, public 
policy research assistant for the Jacksonville 
Civic Council; Britten Hughes, product 
consultant at Black Knight Financial 
Services; Tyler Mathews, project manager 
at England-Thims & Miller; Richard 
Naylor, external relations manager at Year 
Up; Jordan Pope, manager of Government 
Relations for JEA; Jason Pratt, co-owner 
at The Pratt Guys; Joseph Rogan, associate 
at Smith Hulsey & Busey; Kate Spilsbury, 
retail center director at Florida Blue; 
Ashley Strickland, director of Community 
and Donor Engagement at Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Northeast Florida; and 
Haleigh Hutchison, executive council 
assistant for Jacksonville City Councilman 
Tommy Hazouri.

Inaugural class chosen for new Chamber fellowship

Inaugural Class of Hightower Emerging Leaders

Allie Andrew

Rethreaded hires 
Avondale woman to 
develop business

WINSTON FAMILY YMCA
221 Riverside Avenue
904.355.1436

Stop by the Welcome Center today 
or sign up online at 
FirstCoastYMCA.org.

Financial assistance is available.
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Cory Meyers appointed 
Volunteers in Medicine 
Board Chair

Volunteers in Medicine, a nonprofit 
focused on providing free healthcare 
programs and services to Jacksonville’s 
vulnerable, working uninsured, recently 
named Cory Meyers as the Chair of the 
organization’s board of directors. Meyers, 
of the Fairfax neighborhood, takes the 
reins of the organization from two-term 
chair Helen Morse. 

“We are so very fortunate to have Ms. 
Meyers as our board chair,” said Mary 
Pat Corrigan, CEO of Volunteers in 
Medicine. “We’re confident that her 
30-year career in healthcare, coupled 
with her passion for Volunteers in Medicine’s 
mission will serve our patients well.” 

Currently serving as Vice President of 
Risk Management, Privacy and Patient 
Safety for Baptist Health, Meyers brings 
a wealth of experience to the position. 
She holds a Master’s degree in Nursing, 
is a Licensed Healthcare Risk Manager 
in Florida, a Certified Professional 
Healthcare Risk Manager, and is also 
certified in Healthcare Privacy Compliance.

Cory Meyers

Community Nutcracker, Inc.  distributed 
$50,000 in donations to eight local charities 
during a presentation at the Florida Theatre 
April 12. A donation was made to the 
featured charity, Dreams Come True of 
Jacksonville, and the following organiza-
tions: Community Hospice PedsCare; 
Designs from the HeART; Healing Every 
Autistic Life (HEAL); Jacksonville Speech 
& Hearing; Learn to Read; Sanctuary on 
8th Street, and WeCare Jacksonville. 

Proceeds were raised from the 25th 
annual production of The Nutcracker Ballet, 
sponsored by Community First Credit 
Union, which was presented in December 
2016 at the Florida Theatre. Including these 
donations, Community Nutcracker, Inc. 
has donated over $600,000 to locally-based 
non-profit organizations since 1993.

Members of the Community Nutcracker Board of Directors join with representatives from all eight local 
charities and Community First Credit Union, the 2016 principal sponsor for the production, to celebrate 
$50,000 in donations granted to organizations from the Northeast Florida community. 

Community Nutcracker presents $50,000 to eight local charities

Who knew eating submarine sandwiches 
could be so lucrative for children in need 
of medical attention?

Wolfson Children’s Hospital received a 
check for $45,000, from Jersey Mike’s Sub 
Shop’s 7th Annual “Month of Giving” fund-
raising campaign April 3.

Wolfson had joined forces with 13 Jersey 
Mike’s locations throughout the Jacksonville 
area for the annual fundraising campaign 
and benefitted each time a Jersey Mike’s 
customer at any location made a donation to 
the hospital throughout the month of March.

The campaign culminated on March 29, 
when all local Jersey Mike’s restaurants 
donated 100 percent of their sales during 
that day to Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
More than 440 sandwich orders alone were 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital President Michael Aubin 
stands with Wolfie and Andrew Maider, owner of the 
Jersey Mike’s Subs store on Roosevelt Boulevard.

Sub shops raise $45,000 for 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Last year, the Month of Giving campaign 
raised more than $33,000 for Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital and over $4 million for 
180 different charities nationwide. Since 
2010, Jersey Mike’s locations throughout 
the country have raised nearly $18 million 
for worthy charities and distributed more 
than 1.5 million free sub sandwiches to help 
numerous causes. 

placed online with the Jersey Mike’s restaurant 
on Roosevelt Boulevard by Baptist Medical 
Center employees and were delivered to the 
medical center.

Jersey Mike’s franchisee Michael Phillips 
said he chose Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
as the company’s local charity of choice as 
a way to give back after the excellent treat-
ment one of his twin daughters received in 
the hospital’s Newborn Intensive Care Unit 
four years ago.

“Wolfson gives life and attention to so 
many kids that need it in this community 
and never asks for anything in return,” said 
Phillips. “Without a facility like Wolfson to 
help families deal with serious conditions 
or those who cannot afford quality treatment, 
Jacksonville would not be the same. It was 
an easy organization for our group to support 
because the hospital touches so many people, 
and would not exist without the tremendous 
local support.”

5335 Ortega Blvd., Jacksonville

(904) 388-4400
www.NorvilleRealty.com

Lee NorvilleWinfield Duss Linda Shepherd David TaylorLee Gudal DavisBart Colbert Cathleen Lee Toy Scott Lisa Anthony Tucker

Trust your home to 
the local experts 

for 31 years!

ORTEGA FOREST             $349,000
4BR/3BA brick beauty with mother-in-law/

guest suite, a block away from A-rated Stockton 
Elementary! DAVID TAYLOR 424-3946

ORTEGA FOREST           $345,000
Well maintained two story home in the heart of 
the Forest!  4BR/2.5BA with 2,372SF on a large, 

corner lot. LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

VISTA DEL MAR                    $696,000
Oceanfront, ground floor condo plus garage!  

3BR/2BA, updated unit w/ 1,379 SF and just steps 
to the beach! LINDA SHEPHERD 955-0442

AVONDALE AVENUE         $479,000
Majestic brick home with 3BR/2BA main house + 

1/1 guest suite over garage.  2 fireplaces, hardwood 
floors… a charmer! LEE GUDAL DAVIS 608-6881

PIRATES BAY WATERFRONT $585,000
Magnificent views of the bay from this 3BR/2.5 

bath beauty! Cathedral ceilings, fireplace & 
hardwood floors. DAVID TAYLOR 424-3946

BROADVIEW TOWERS #4B $629,500
European flair & luxury, breathtaking views, 

Italian marble & hardwood floors, custom designer 
touches throughout! LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
In this life we cannot always do great things,
but we can do small things with great love.

Mother Teresa

Norville Realty is 
pleased to announce 
Lee Gudal Davis
as Sales Leader of 

the Month!

SALES LEADER OF ThE MONTh

Lee Gudal Davis, Realtor® 904-608-6881
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McMath honored 
by Jacksonville 
University

Riverside resident and former exec-
utive director of The Cummer Museum 
of Art and Gardens Hope McMath was 
awarded the Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne 
Distinguished Dolphin of Service Award 
April 7 by Jacksonville University.

The award honors outstanding civic 
leaders who have provided superior 
service to the community and 
Jacksonville University. Kinne, former 
president of Jacksonville University 
and current Chancellor Emerita, has 
lived a life dedicated to serving both 
the campus community and the world. 
Kinne’s passion for giving, kindness 
and making an impact embody the 
spirit of this award. The distinguished 
recipients for this award were deter-
mined by a committee appointed by 
the University President and the first 
award was given at the 2016 Celebration 
of Service Luncheon.

The University awarded McMath, a 
prestigious alumna, for her commitment 
to advancing causes of social justice 
and awareness within the community 
as well as her outstanding leadership 
in educating the community on the 
importance and power of the arts.

Dr. Carla Fry, Undergraduate Director 
of the Nathan M. Bisk Center for Online 
Learning and Director for the Keigwin 
School of Nursing’s RN-BSN Program at 
Jacksonville University, has been awarded 
a prestigious 2017-18 Fulbright Scholarship 
to teach and conduct research at the University 
of Belize. 

The Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program is 
the U.S. government’s flagship international 
educational exchange program sponsored 
by the State Department and, since its in-
ception in 1946, it has provided more than 
370,000 participants the chance “to study, 
teach and conduct research, exchange ideas 
and contribute to finding solutions to shared 
international concerns,” according to the 
State Department’s Fulbright website. 

 “To me, a Fulbright Scholarship represents 
hallowed grounds, and my head is still 
spinning with excitement, questions and 

ideas,” said Dr. Fry, an Avondale resident 
and Assistant Professor of Nursing in the 
Brooks Rehabilitation College of Healthcare 
Sciences. “I hope I can use my time and 
talents to assist faculty at the University of 
Belize with whatever they need, and if we 
can create a lasting and meaningful relationship 
with Study Abroad opportunities between 
UB and JU, that would be terrific.”

Dr. Fry departs for Belize in late 2017 and 
will return the following May. She said her 
14-year-old daughter will attend school in 
Belize for the semester. They plan to travel 
to the Central American nation on their 
36-foot sailboat with Dr. Fry’s partner, Curt. 

Dr. Fry joins the ranks of esteemed 
participants who have become heads of 
state, ambassadors, CEOs and university 
presidents, and include 58 Nobel Laureates, 
82 Pulitzer Prize winners and 16 Presidential 
Medal of Freedom recipients.

Hope 
McMath

Dr. Carla Fry

Fulbright Scholarship awarded to JU’s Dr. Carla Fry

Women’s Giving Alliance (Photo by Benear Interiors, Inc.©laird/blac palm inc.)

Women’s Giving Alliance  
hosts national forum

The Women’s Giving Alliance (WGA), an initiative of The 
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, recently hosted 
the 2017 Women’s Collective Giving Grantmakers Network (WCGN) 
National Leadership Forum in Atlantic Beach. 

The WCGN 6th national conference, “Women Together Making 
Waves,” brought women from across the U.S. to Northeast Florida 
to connect, learn and share. The conference co-chairs were Paula 
Liang and Martha Baker. 

Conference highlights included keynote speaker Jackie Bezos, 
president, Bezos Family Foundation, and speaker Teresa C. Younger, 
president and CEO of the Ms. Foundation for Women.

The WCGN consists of 49 giving groups in 24 states – including 
the Women’s Giving Alliance of Northeast Florida – and represents 

more than 13,000 women. Collective Giving Grantmaking is a 
rapidly growing, grassroots, philanthropic movement that em-
powers women to join together, invest their financial resources 
and strengthen their communities. 

2 Shircliff Way 
Suites 200-220
DePaul Professional Bldg.
ClaymanMD.com
MyMiracleSpa.com 
ClaymanPlasticSurgery.com

Scan to view 
our Video Testimonials
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20 weeks after CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of Brian Biesman, MD
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9 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of Edward Becker, MD
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12 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of A. Jay Burns, MD
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12 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
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15 weeks after CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of Scott Gerrish, MD
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16 weeks after CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of John B. Fasano, MD

Eliminate fat with the 
world’s #1 non-invasive
fat removal treatment.

afternoon tea
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 | 1-4pM

Includes Coolsculpting® consultation
afternoon tea with Lite Bites, free Gift 

& special Pricing for attendees

RSVP now    904-208-2727

You’re
Invited
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St. Vincent’s HealthCare announced the 
four recipients of the 3rd Annual Mary 
Awards at a ceremony on April 20 at the 
San Jose Country Club. The winners – 
Kayley DeLay, Jordan Mayfield, Alyssa 
Maynor and Tanisha Mugwimi – are all 
high school seniors.

The young women were honored for their 
courage and willingness to serve God and 
their neighbors through their faith com-
munity. The awards were created around 
St. Vincent’s HealthCare’s core values: 
Service of the Poor, Reverence, Integrity, 
Wisdom, Creativity and Dedication. 

More than 70 applications from Duval, 
Clay, Nassau, St. Johns and Baker counties 
were reviewed before 12 finalists were chosen 

and interviewed by the judges. One finalist 
from each of the four categories received a 
Mary Award and a $1,000 gift.

The evening’s keynote speaker was 
Andrea Mail, a Jacksonville resident and 
graduate of Harvard University and the 
University of London. Mail has traveled to 
more than 80 countries and lived in Jerusalem, 
Paris, London, New York, Boston and 
Jacksonville. Her professional background 
includes leading an educational foundation, 
event planning, fundraising, life coaching, 
public relations and fitness instruction. She 
volunteers extensively and serves on the 
boards of WJCT, Generation W, the Jewish 
Community Foundation, Galinsky Academy 
and the Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project.

Mary Awards recipients honored

The doors are still open at Green Man 
Gourmet in the Shoppes of Avondale, after 
a change of ownership for the second time 
in the past two years. The shop, located at 
3543 St. Johns Ave., was bought by profes-
sional spice blender Ana Hernandez, who 
formerly owned and operated All Spiced 
Up in San Marco Square, and Jason Bott, 
a chocolatier.

Hernandez and Bott have plans to qua-
druple several lines, including chocolate, 
honey and tea, and have already doubled 
the number of spice blends. They also plan 
to bring in more beers and hold food pairing 
tastings. A visiting chefs’ series is also in 

Jason Bott and Ana Hernandez

Popular gourmet foods 
store keeps doors open 
with new owners

the works, including cooking classes by 
kids, for kids.

In addition to buying local, the shop 
sources from family-owned businesses in 
other areas, such as Joy’s Gourmet, in 
Melbourne, Florida, which produces garlic 
spreads and pasta sauces, and Fat Toad 
Farm, a caramel sauce producer in Vermont.

Green Man Gourmet will hold a grand 
re-opening Saturday, May 20.

Avondale salon celebrates first anniversary
Melanie Ogden has two reasons to celebrate this month.
On May 2, 2016, she took over ownership of the Aveda salon 

in the Shoppes of Avondale, renaming it Om Salon. Late last 
month, she became a home owner in Murray Hill, having spent 
seven years in Bartram Park.

“It’s been really great, a lot of hard work, definitely stressful,” 
said Ogden about the past year. “This is my first business where 
it’s me by myself. I’ve been in the industry 12 years with Aveda, 
but couldn’t make 100 percent of the decisions.” 

Ogden said she had been thinking about it seriously for the 
past few years and then felt she had reached the glass ceiling 
where she was. “I knew there was something more out there for me,” she said. 

“Instead of doubting myself I just did it and it’s probably been the most liberating 
thing I’ve done.”

Om Salon, located at 3574 St. Johns Ave., is involved in the community, raising funds 
in April for the St. Johns Riverkeeper and in October for Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation. The business also supports Ronald McDonald House, American Cancer 
Society and several local churches and schools with gift certificates for baskets.

Melanie Ogden

Front: Alyssa Maynor, Jordan Mayfield, Tanisha Mugwimi, Kayley DeLay; back: Dr. Nayla Osman-Chahlavi, 
Andrea Mail, Mary Baer, Jane Lanier, St. Vincent Foundation president and system chief development officer

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a 
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed 
with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Julia S. Fattahi  |  Florida Network Realty
904.728.8992
julia.fattahi@floridanetworkrealty.com
www.juliasellsjacksonville.com
 

$449,000 | MLS#876641
Custom home in the 
heart of the historic 
district. Certain features 
can be customized while 
under construction. Call 
for details.

Located at 920 Acosta St. Jacksonville, FL 32204   |   Avondale / Ortega Metropolitan

Wine Specials
5% off 6 bottles
10% off a case of 12

Our craft beer selection is one of the best 
in town-try our fresh, alternating offerings!

wine 
.
 beer 

.
 liquor 

.
 ice 

.
 mixers

tOO busy tO cOme in?

use our Drive thru 

the ultimate convenience

in yOuR neighborhood!

3644 st. JOhns Avenue 
@ DAncy stReet in the 

shOppes Of AvOnDAle
open 365 Days a year 

10am-2am
*minimum of $300 per order for delivery

904-389-1131

We’ll take your order & deliver 
to your next big party*!

Wine Gala 
& tastinG

Join us 
may 13th!
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The HDR Foundation, Greenscape and 
the Late Bloomers Garden Club are part-
nering to provide 90 trees on and around 
The Arc Jacksonville Village. Opened in 
April 2016, The Arc Jacksonville Village is 
a nationally recognized model of affordable, 
apartment-style communities designed for 
individuals with disabilities to live inde-
pendently and inclusively.

On April 17, the HDR Foundation awarded 
Greenscape an $8,650 grant to plant 70 trees 
at The Village for beautification, storm water 
retainage, energy conservation and to provide 
a wildlife habitat. The Foundation awards 
four grants nationally, this being the first 
one in Florida. The Late Bloomers Garden 
Club is donating funds to plant approximately 
20 large oak trees around the community.

On Saturday, May 6, volunteers will join 
together from 9 a.m. to noon to plant the 
trees around the neighborhood.

Joined by individuals from Greenscape, the Late Bloomers Garden Club and The Arc Jacksonville Village 
residents, representatives from the HDR Foundation present a check for $8,650 to Greenscape as its 
executive director, Anna Dooley, plants the first tree for the project.

Local conservation groups join forces with global 
foundation at The Arc Jacksonville Village

“This collaboration reminds me that it 
takes a village to provide shade for The Arc 
Jacksonville Village,” said Anna Dooley, 
Greenscape executive director. 

The HDR Foundation was founded in 
2012 by a global engineering company based 
in Omaha, Nebraska, and has provided 
more than half a million dollars in grants 
to local organizations and the communities 
in which they work, focusing on education, 
healthcare, healthy communities, and a 
healthy environment. 

“We are thrilled to partner with such 
generous organizations to support The 
Village in such a unique way. We are grateful 
for vision of the HDR Foundation, 
Greenscape and the Late Bloomers Garden 
Club to join together to make a lasting 
impact for the residents and the community,” 
said Jim Whittaker, president and CEO of 
The Arc Jacksonville.

Community Hospice 
announces name 
change, new brand

Community Hospice of Northeast 
Florida announced a name change to 
Community Hospice & Palliative Care 
to reflect its growing line of services 
and programs. With the new name, the 
organization also introduced a refreshed 
logo, with colors that represent the four 
elements of self that impact the overall 
quality of life of its patients and families: 
physical, emotional, spiritual and social.

Since 1979, Community Hospice has 
served the end-of-life needs of patients 
and families in Northeast Florida. In 
February, Florida’s Agency for Health 
Care Administration (AHCA) awarded 
Community Hospice a Certificate of 
Need to begin providing hospice 
services to the residents of an 11-county 
region of north and north-central 
Florida, including Gainesville, Palatka 
and Lake City. The new name and logo 
better reflect all of the services and 
programs offered, as well as the com-
munities the organization now serves.

“It is important that our name reflect 
the growth of organization beyond 
solely providing hospice services, as 
well as our geographic expansion from 
serving five counties to a 16-county 
service area,” said President and CEO 
Susan Ponder-Stansel. “The refreshed 
name honors the unique value and 
heritage that “Community” has within 
our organization, and aligns our growing 
palliative care services with our hospice 
care, since both are designed to provide 
comfort and support to those facing 
serious and life-limiting illnesses.”

If there’s one thing Jacob Danner knows 
how to do right, it’s host an exhibit. The 
owner of Anazao Galleries in the Shoppes 
of Avondale serves as a personal curator, 
bringing together fine art, one-of-a-kind 
jewelry, apparel and collectibles from all 
over the world for his clientele.

Danner also brought together more than 
160 visitors to the shop at 3568 St. Johns 
Ave. April 1 for a one-year anniversary 
celebration of the gallery’s opening. The 
event featured works from three local artists, 
which are on exhibit through the summer.

“This place reminds people of galleries 
and boutiques in Europe,” said the Avondale 
resident. “It’s unlike anything else in 
Jacksonville.” Jacob Danner, collector and curator

Anazao Galleries celebrates one year in the Shoppes

• Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www.AvondaleDance.com

Mother's Day Special
Buy one 

get one FREE
$59 Introductory 
Dance Package 

3 private lessons, 1 group class & 1 party 

2712 Park St.

6 Piece Wedding Package 
only $299

American  Beauty Florist

388-0094

We Make Your

SPECIAL
WEDDING
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Library Director wins 
national recognition, 
announces retirement 

Jacksonville Public Library Director 
Barbara A. B. Gubbin, a resident of the 
Fairfax Manor neighborhood, was chosen 
by the American Library Association to 
receive the 2017 Ernest A. DiMattia, Jr. 
Award for Innovation and Service to 
Community and Profession. 

In early April, Gubbin announced her 
decision to retire effective June 30, 2017.

The award, supported by the DiMattia 
Family, recognizes a public librarian who 
demonstrates leadership in anticipating 
emerging trends in services, products and 
technologies that will enhance the library’s 
position in its community. The winner 
also participates in the life of the community 
using membership in and volunteer service 
through a broad range of community 
organizations and projects. Gubbin will 
be presented with the award, along with 
$5,000, and a plaque at the upcoming 
annual ALA Conference June 22-27, 2017 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

Gubbin is being honored for her many 
accomplishments throughout her library 
leadership career in which she significantly 
increased library access for children, en-
gineered library advances even in the 
tightest economic times, and built strong 
connections between urban core populations 
and their public library. 

When the city’s budget was reduced 
by $4 million in 2012, Gubbin took 
actions that not only maintained but 
also fortified valuable library resources, 
repositioning the Conference Center at 
the Main Library from a city-funded 
operation to an independently-run, 

entrepreneurial, revenue-generating en-
terprise. In the years following the budget 
cuts, Gubbin worked with the Board of 
Library Trustees to secure $1 million to 
restore library hours at 11 libraries.

Gubbin was appointed director of the 
Jacksonville Public Library in 2005. She 
oversaw the opening of seven new libraries, 
including the 300,000 square-foot Main 
Library, and renovations under the Better 
Jacksonville Plan. Gubbin previously 
served as director of the Houston Public 
Library from 1995-2005, where innovative 
programs she initiated continue to grow 
and expand to this day.

Active in the Florida Library Association 
(FLA), she has served on the Board and 
chaired its Legislative Committee. Gubbin 
has also been a Board member of the 
Northeast Florida Library Information 
Network (NEFLIN). Elected to the Public 
Libraries Committee of the International 
Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA) she co-authored the 
IFLA Public Library Service Guidelines, 
focusing on public library standards of 
operation and service. 

Barbara A.B. Gubbin

Former counter girl 
takes reins as Loop 
controller

From counterperson to controller, an 
Avondale resident will soon take the baton 
from The Loop’s current controller, Mark 
Starbuck, who plans to retire this year. 

Stephania Obenza began her career with 
The Loop in 2007 at age 18, working at the 
former Avondale location. She has been 
training since March with Starbuck, who 
said he would not leave “until she says her 
training is sufficient.” 

With an accounting and finance double 
major from the University of North Florida, 
Obenza is excited about working the books 

– all nine of them.
“It’s a very complex organization,” said 

Starbuck, who has been in food service 
nearly all of his life, beginning in Columbus, 
Ohio – which he calls the “fast-food capitol” 
of the U.S. With six corporate locations, 
nine franchises, a couple of advertising 
co-op companies, Obenza will be working 
on the books for each. 

Working at The Loop from the time she 
graduated high school, part-time through 
college, then as a second job until 2014, 

Obenza was able to take advantage of the 
company’s tuition reimbursement program. 
She even met her boyfriend, Sam Wescott, 
at the Avondale location in 2008. Today, 
Wescott is service manager at the San Marco 
restaurant.

“I’ve always felt it was family. One of the 
best things was the Christmas party each 
year,” she said. “We’re still friends with a lot 
of the people.”

“Loopers are a tight-knit group,” agreed 
Starbuck, who noted that employee turnover 
is significantly lower in the 36-year-old 
organization than in most fast-food 
companies. 

Starbuck had started with the company 
in operations in 1993, taking over the 
controller’s position four years ago. A sailor, 
Starbuck is hoping to do some volunteer 
crewing along the Eastern seaboard.

Mark Starbuck and Stephania Obenza

Michael Danhour, president of The 
Danhour Group, is adding a new dimen-
sion to his real estate businesses. The 
Venetia resident recently purchased the 
23-year-old J&W Discount Store, located 
at 4045 Post St. in a former A&P grocery 
store location.

“It seemed like an exciting opportunity,” 
he said. “The discount retail operations are 
doing very well while department stores 
are going out of business.”

Danhour plans to modernize the op-
eration, create efficiencies, and give the 
building – and the brand – a facelift. New 
uniforms complementing the store’s new 
color palette were ordered for the 11 
employees, all of whom worked for 
previous owner Wayne Fanning.

“We’re giving it a full facelift,” said 
Danhour. He’s also giving Stephenie and 
Jimmy Anastassiadis, general manager 
and operations manager respectively, more 
power and resources to grow the business. 

“I will be very active,” said Danhour, who 
manages a group of companies dealing 
with real estate investment, land develop-
ment, distressed property rehabilitation, 
and brokerage services.

Danhour and his wife, Rachel, live in 
Venetia with their five-year-old son, Caleb. 
The couple is expecting another son,  to 
be named Luke, right around the time 
J&W Discount re-opens. A grand re-opening 
is planned for mid to late May.  Check the 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
jandwdiscount/ for details.

Local businessman takes 
on new venture in retail

Michael, Rachel and Caleb Danhour
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Like its zen-ful namesake, Om Salon in 
the Shoppes of Avondale can be your calm 
oasis in the middle of your chaotic routine. 

“We give you that moment to de-stress. 
If it’s first thing in the morning we can 
set the tone so you can have a less stressful 
day,” said Melanie Ogden, owner of the 
hair salon that also offers spa services. 
“Or later in the day when you come in 
after an important call or trying to close 
a big business deal, you can sit in that 
chair and just laugh, share stories and 
have a glass of wine. 

“It’s your time to talk to the stylist about 
anything you want to talk about.” 

As Ogden celebrates the hair salon’s first 
anniversary this month, her goal remains 
the same as when she opened the doors – to 
satisfy the needs of each individual. “Clients 
deserve to be pampered,” she said. 

“It’s not about us. It’s all about our guests,” 
Ogden explained. “We want to pamper you 
with hand treatments, scalp and shoulder 
massages, so you are completely refreshed 
when you leave the salon.” 

Om Salon offers cuts and bang trims, 
styles and updos, as little or as much color 
as you want, conditioning treatments, an-
ti-curl treatments to take out curls, or 
permanents to put them in. 

“When a guest says, ‘My hair looks amaz-
ing,’ that’s most gratifying,” said Ogden.

While up to six guests at a time can enjoy 
hair services by Stylists Kelly Blinsinger, 
Ellie Wimberly, Kaylena Davis, Marlena 
Burgess, Brynn Titone, and Devon Juliano, 
the spacious shop also has a private room 
for facials and body treatments by 
Aesthetician Carolyn Patterson. 

There you’ll relax with a 30- to 90-minute 
facial, eye or acne treatments, peels and 
exfoliations, or a customized body treatment 
where you determine the focus, then leave 
with smoother, softer skin texture, a de-
toxified body and hydrated skin.

Aveda products line the shelves on both 
sides of the salon and that’s no coincidence. 
Ogden spent 12 years with the Aveda 
company, most recently as assistant director 
of the Aveda Institute she helped open here 
in Jacksonville.

Guests won’t be surprised, then, to be 
offered a cup of Aveda Comforting Tea, 
naturally sweetened and decaffeinated, or 
coffee, water and, on special occasions, 
Mimosas or a glass of wine.

When it came to naming the salon, Ogden 
wanted it to be a statement, but also a re-
flection of herself. “It just came to me one 
day. Om – I like the meaning, the energy 

BUSINESS PROFILE

The Om Salon experience 
can’t be missed

behind,” she said. “Some think it’s my initials 
backwards, but I like what Om stands for.”

“Connecting with our guests is really 
important. I know pretty much every guest 
here by name,” said Ogden. “Having rela-
tionships is most gratifying to me. When 
we haven’t seen guests in a while, we reach 
out and see if they are doing okay.” 

Ogden said it’s so important to build 
relationships, she encourages her staff 
to send handwritten thank-you notes to 
their clients.

Om Salon is firmly established in the 
Shoppes of Avondale at 3574 St. Johns Ave. 
Call (904) 389-6221 for an appointment 
or book it online at www.omsalonjax.com.

Guests leave calm on the inside, gorgeous on the outside 

“We want to pamper you with hand treatments, scalp and shoulder massages, 
so you are completely refreshed when you leave the salon.” — Melanie Ogden, Owner, OM Salon
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Members of 34 garden circles from all 
over Jacksonville gathered for a mem-
bers-only preview sale April 7 at the Garden 
Club of Jacksonville in Riverside to kick 
off the 10th Annual Blooms Galore & More 
plant sale the following day.

Organizing the event, which is one of the 
club’s major fundraisers, was Carol Waters, 
a Wildflower Circle member and president 
of the Garden Club of Jacksonville.

Seen at the event were Gail Beveridge, 
manager of the Community Gardens, and 
Ernest Bigelow, a Riverside resident, African 
violet specialist, member of three separate 
garden circles and staff member of the 
Garden Club of Jacksonville.

In addition to a plant sale, the Garden 
Club sold items that were left over from 
its annual flea market as well as new 
merchandise – jewelry, scarves, and the 
like – to fund its projects throughout the 
city, including a variety of civic plantings 
and garden therapy activities.

Garden Club members gather 
before Blooms Galore sale

Elizabeth Niebrugge, Carol Waters, president of the 
Garden Club of Jacksonville, Susan Fraser and Lea Pinter

Elizabeth Meux, Marlene Goodwin and Virginia Kirby

Emily Manning of Riverside emerged 
from a sea of 1,500 runners to win the 2017 
Women’s Wine and Chocolate 5K Road 
Race April 22 in San Marco Square.

Manning won the 3.11-mile race, in 19:45. 
The race was hosted by 1st Place Sports 
Running and started and finished in San 
Marco Square. It served as a fundraiser for 
the San Marco Merchant’s Association’s 
ongoing beautification efforts.

Many runners within the field wore 
T-shirts sporting slogans such as “Run now, 
wine later,” or “I run on chocolate.” All 
finishers enjoyed a post-race celebratory 
glass of wine in Balis Park, as well as a bag 
of chocolate-covered popcorn courtesy of 
race sponsor Peterbrooke Chocolatiers.

Orange Park’s Dylan Nelson, a freshman 
at Oakleaf High School, won the men’s race 
in a time of 17:45. 

Turning in a better performance than last 
year was second-place Neil Chandler of San 
Marco, who finished a few seconds behind 

Riverside runner wins women’s 
race in Wine and Chocolate 5K

Nelson. “Last year I got a large hunk of 
chocolate,” said Chandler, who finished 
third in 2016. “This year my kids hope we 
get an even larger chocolate prize. Last year’s 
[prize] was finished in just a few seconds 
by these guys,” he said, pointing to his sons, 
Aidan and Ryan.

Emily Manning of Riverside won the women’s 2017 
Wine and Chocolate race in San Marco April 22.

For 29 years, Greenscape’s signature 
event was a flowering tree sale. Not content 
to rest on leafy laurels, the nonprofit 
launched its inaugural Tree Festival – no 
fooling – on April 1 at Metropolitan Park. 
The broader environmental focus of the 
festival allowed Greenscape to partner with 
sponsors and donors such as JEA, CSX, 
JAXPORT, GATE and others.

The family-friendly event on Jacksonville’s 
Arbor Day included a 5,000-tree giveaway 
– to help the city replenish those lost during 

Hurricane Matthew in October 2016 – as 
well as a dozen “acts” on the stage, including 
a flag ceremony by Boy Scout Troop 136, 
music by five different groups, storytelling 
by JEA Forester Joe Anderson, demon-
strations of tree planting and pruning, and 
a book discussion, among others.

Elsewhere in the park, kids enjoyed a 
petting zoo, dog adoption opportunities 
through the Jacksonville Humane Society, 
arts, crafts and food trucks.

Trees for the taking at inaugural Tree Festival
Russ Taylor, Greenscape Executive Director Anna Dooley, Julian Newland, Pam Taylor
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Opening in May
 

UF Health North opens the region’s newest — and North Jacksonville’s only — hospital in May.  

Our patient suites offer private accommodations in a comfortable atmosphere, with staff who deliver  

outstanding hospitality and service. And our renowned UF Health specialists provide quality, compassionate 

care using the most advanced treatments in medicine. Learn more by visiting North.UFHealthJax.org.

 

UF Health accepts most major commercial insurance plans, including TRICARE.

15255 Max Leggett Parkway, Jacksonville, FL 32218
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Cummer Ball Celebrates the Permanent Collection

It was an evening fi t for a garden party and soiree, as patrons participated in fun and fanfare along the St. 
Johns River in the enchanted Cummer gardens. Complete with outstanding weather and tremendous turnout, 
the festivities included a bagpipe performance.

Th is year’s ball paid respects to the countless works in the Permanent Collection at the museum and looked 
back on the history of gracious donors, fi ne works, and carefully curated collections – from Classic to Contemporary. 

Th e evening was made possible by support from countless patrons, but special work by Pam Paul and Martha 
Baker, alongside Event Co-Chairs Liz Parks and LeAnna Cumber helped to make this year special. Honorary 
Chair Joannie Newton, and grandchildren of the Stein and Newton families, including Ashley Stein Wotiz, 
Kimberly Stein Tonning and Kelly Stein Kuntz were on hand to celebrate – and pay tribute to – the hard work 
of the ball committee, museum staff , junior docents and volunteers.

New York fl air brought to Gabriel House of Care gala

Th ere were countless grateful guests present at the Gabriel House of Care’s annual gala at the TPC Sawgrass 
Clubhouse April 8. Th is year’s theme, Central Park Aft er Dark, was supported by Honorary Chairs Jorge and 
Leslie Bacardi along with hundreds of event attendees.  

Th e Bacardi Corporation stepped up for the title sponsorship alongside A Care Connection, Mayo Clinic, 
the Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation, W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractors as well as Dan and Cecilia Carmichael.

Gabriel House of Care continues to serve families in need as they travel to receive organ transplants. Those 
in need of lifesaving respite during their battles with severe complications and organ transplants have a home 
away from home at Gabriel House of Care on the Mayo Clinic Campus in Jacksonville. The nonprofit, its 
facilities, and greatest givers have a direct connection to the success of the mission, to learn more visit www.
gabrielhouseofcare.org.

BBQ bash raises funds 
for better sight, support

It was another great gathering in show of support for 
an area nonprofi t that makes a diff erence for the eyesight 
of countless citizens in Northeast Florida. Th e Western-
themed party brings its top supporters together to enjoy 
smoky barbecue and cold beverages, all while bidding 
on silent auction items, enjoying musical entertainment, 
and celebrating camaraderie and fellowship.

Vision is Priceless provides vision screenings to 
school children, homeless and the indigent in our 
community. Th e organization’s top program off ers some 
lucky recipients a cataract surgery, free of charge, during 
a special Gift  of Sight event at the holidays. By growing 
programs and raising awareness for the importance of 
vision care and the impact it can have on our population 
here in Jacksonville, the organization changes lives. 

Did you know one in four school-aged children in 
Duval County have a vision impairment severe enough 
to aff ect learning? To get involved or learn more facts 
about the importance of supporting these programs, 
visit www.visionispriceless.org.

Holly Joyner with Ginny Walthour and Bebe Alexander

Laura Kettell with Sherry Bartlett, Cindy Thompson, 
Lee Kettell and Vivian Kellermann

Jamie Harmon with Laurie Thakkar Greg and Beville Anderson with Amy and Rick Morales

Bill Courtney with Muff et Corse and Owene Courtney

Vanessa Holland with Tiff any Massey, Kasey Wagner, Co-Chair Molly Curry and Mayor Lenny Curry

Jacksonville Zoo’s Director of Donor Relations Diane David 
with Jacksonville Zoo Executive Director Tony Vecchio, and 
Renee Bumpus of the Houston Zoo.

Tommy and Becky Grimes with John and Kathy McIlvaine

Farley and Tina Grainger with Paul Grainger and Allison Ortega

Gary and Ann-Marie KnightRachel and Dr. Kevin Crismond Maruchi and Jim Schumacher

VIP Executive Director Jami Beuker with VIP Board Chair Dr. 
Jeff rey Levenson and Kristin Sitchler, an ESC Teacher at River 
City Science and Innovation Academy

Betty, Tom and Claire Autrey with 
Sandy Livingston and Buck Autrey

Ava and Rebecca Witt with 
Michelle Dunham and Libby Kelly

Serving up the BBQ were Dewitt Gibbs, Judge Gary Flower, Ed Witt, Jr., 
Glenn Brown, Fred Johnston, Ronnie Roberts and Ladd Roberts

ExZOOberation 
Celebrated in White

From unique dance routines to beautiful artwork on 
display, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens annual 
ExZOOberation gala April 4 was an evening to remember. 
With a tremendous turnout and patrons donning their 
best White Party attire, the annual soiree paired celebration 
with conservation, in a truly unique setting. Th e zoo’s 
gardens and garden exhibits treated patrons to an open 
array of enjoyment and festivities, with cool cocktails, 
delicious eats and a fun-fi lled evening for adults.
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Michelle Dunham and Libby Kelly

Serving up the BBQ were Dewitt Gibbs, Judge Gary Flower, Ed Witt, Jr., 
Glenn Brown, Fred Johnston, Ronnie Roberts and Ladd Roberts

ExZOOberation 
Celebrated in White

From unique dance routines to beautiful artwork on 
display, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens annual 
ExZOOberation gala April 4 was an evening to remember. 
With a tremendous turnout and patrons donning their 
best White Party attire, the annual soiree paired celebration 
with conservation, in a truly unique setting. Th e zoo’s 
gardens and garden exhibits treated patrons to an open 
array of enjoyment and festivities, with cool cocktails, 
delicious eats and a fun-fi lled evening for adults.

Elizabeth 
Baldwin

904-608-9156

Flo  
Bliss

904-463-1692

Felicia  
Bowen

904-673-9857

Greg  
Bowen

904-673-2929

Bonnie  
Brady

904-477-4266

Terri  
Cornell

904-613-6162

Dave 
Shortz

904-219-7495

Belinda 
Felscher

904-699-9299

Vicki  
Flannery

904-334-2008

Reggie 
Fountain

904-635-3347

Heather  
Gill

904-993-1624

Corinne  
Grant

904-334-8135

Russell  
Grooms

904-631-3411

Mary  
Blajian 

904-742-7067

Christy  
Hilpert

904-252-9615

Susan  
Hopkins

904-477-2076

Todd  
Jarvis

904-993-4884

Maxine  
Kelley

904-923-3136

Laine 
MacWilliam

904-654-6830

Kim  
Kowal

904-598-4365

Katie  
Maranto

904-655-1520

Hugh  
Mattox

904-535-7941

Tammy 
McKinley

904-421-3577

Michael H.  
Myers 

904-566-0773

Bahman  
Nakhai

904-463-6600

Debbie  
Sapp

904-662-9030

Margie  
Scarborough

904-910-1624

Paula  
Sheldrick

904-421-3570 

Jon  
Singleton

904-226-3480

Julie
Dokken

904-486-8942

Keith  
Waldrip

904-434-7117

Kellyann  
Wulbern

904-238-9040

Ortega/Avondale Office • 4194 San Juan Avenue, Jacksonville, Fl 32210 • 904-387-3555 • LMReynolds@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

Neil  
Bridgers 

904-580-2289

Vickie  
Douglas 

904-704-9931

Kyle  
Williams 

904-304-9499

Lorri 
Reynolds

Broker

We’re in your neighborhood!

Jessica  
Jenkins 

904-891-8026

4281 McGirts Blvd.
$435,000

1365 Belvedere Ave.
$319,900

UNDER CONTRACT

Jesse  
Matos 

904-294-7390

Mike  
White 

904-537-7604

2001 Wiley Oaks Ln. 
$142,500

SOLD

2005 Herschel St. #1
$282,500

UNDER CONTRACT

3563 Valencia Rd.
$244,000

4328 Savannah Ave.
$236,000

SOLD
1397 Dancy St.
$239,900

UNDER CONTRACT
3898 Park St.
$189,900

2670 Myra St.
$159,900

1445 Seminole Rd.
$1,050,000

4338 Colonial Ave.
$324,900

3953 McGirts B1vd.
$315,000

SOLD

8827 Herlong Rd.
$215,000

UNDER CONTRACT

4531 Post St.
$159,900

4842 River Basin Dr. N. 
$985,000

NEW LISTING
3700 Collins Rd.
$575,000

NEW LISTING
8208 Hampton Lake Ln. 
$469,900

NEW LISTING
4760 Ortega Blvd.
$374,000

NEW LISTING

4317 Ortega Farms Cir.
$250,000

1610 Pershing Rd.
$259,900

UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT
3633 Walsh St. 
$245,000

UNDER CONTRACT
3557 Post St. 
$249,900

2975 Herschel St. 
$249,900

NEW LISTING

3876 Boone Park Ave.
$175,000

SOLD
1331 Pine Grove Ct.
$168,725

SOLD UNDER CONTRACT
537 William Penn St. 
$149,900

NEW LISTING
3750 Barmer Dr.
$145,000

NEW LISTING
5233 Clarendon Rd. 
$139,900

UNDER CONTRACT
2912 St Johns Ave. 
$139,000

UNDER CONTRACT
6642 Kane Creek Dr. 
$136,000

NEW LISTING



women
Underarms......................$99
Abdominal Trail......$50
Bikini..................................$120
Brazilian..........................$199
Lower Legs..................$250
Toes.........................................$35

men
Underarms......................$99
Abdomen.....................$200
Glabella (Center  Brow)...$35
Back of neck................$50
Front of neck...........$100
Lower Back..................$150

LAser HAir removAL
speCiAL priCinG For 1sT Time CLienTs

Price for the first time treatment through 5/31/2017

Guaranteed Results!

Harvard educated, board certified
plastic surgeons

speCiALizinG in:
Breast Enlargements • Face Lfts • Eyelids • Liposuction

Rhinoplasty • Tummy Tucks • Surgical Facial Peels
Laser Hair Removal • Botox® • Juvéderm™ • Asian Double Lids

No Sweat Special • Medical Spa • CoolSculpting®

904-208-2727

Dr. Loren Clayman Dr. Mark Clayman

Call or visit us online
ClaymanPlasticsurgery.com

MyMiraclespa.com 
ClaymanMD.com

2 shircliff Way
suites 200-220
DePaul Professional Bldg.
Jacksonville, Fl

MM34426

            Tuesday, May 30, 2017 | 1-4pm

Includes CoolSculpting® consultation
Afternoon Tea with Lite Bites, Free Gift 

& Special Pricing for Attendees

                   RSVP 904-208-2727

BEFORE

9 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of Edward Becker, MD

BEFORE

12 weeks after 2nd CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of A. Jay Burns, MD

BEFORE

16 weeks after CoolSculpting® session
Photos courtesy of John B. Fasano, MD

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT.

eliminate fat with the 
world’s #1 non-invasive fat 

removal treatment.

see a slimmer you...  No surgery.  N
o aNesthesia. No dowNtim

e.

You’re
Invited

sCAn To view 
oUr video 

TesTimoniALs

“I was just over the moon, pleased with the 
results. He took several years off my face.”  -Serena

“He far exceeded my expectations with 
the surgery. I’ve got my life back.”  -Shelby

“Dr. Clayman does great work, is very affordable, 
and cares about his patients. I now have a better 
body image and feel valued as a patient.”   -Brooke

“Dr. Clayman gave me a beauty physically that 
I did not think was possible. I am extremely 
grateful. He CARES about women! The staff is 
amazing. I have been shouting and telling the 
world since I have been here!”   -Ramonda

mUsT see video TesTimoniALs!

Botox 
Any 2 Areas

Juvéderm
1 Syringe
Expires 6/30/2017 or while supplies last
After $100 BD Instant Rebate

Volbella 
For Fine Lines Around 
the Mouth & Lips
Expires 6/30/2017 or while supplies last

Kybella
Eliminate Double Chin
Expires 6/30/2017 or while supplies last

Miracle Massage 

Miracle Facial

$300
now

$400
now

$100 oFF

$50 now

$50 now

$100 oFF

FACiAL peeL deAL
Reduces Dark Spots, Fine Lines, 
Acne, Wrinkles & Signs of Aging

Glycolic $50      
Rejuvenize $150      

Vitalize $125 

LATisse speCiAL
Grow Longer, Thicker, 

Darker Lashes  

Includes:
• Latisse 5ml size (RX included)
• SkinMedica Brightening Miracle
• RevitaLash Volumizing Mascara
• 2 Comedy Zone Tickets

$250    $150 NOW 

afternoon tea
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Now in its fourth decade, the 31st annual 
Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon and 
Silent Auction to benefit The Salvation 
Army was held March 30 at the Prime 
Osborn Convention Center, which was 
decorated with a Spring/Easter theme.

Hosted by the Women’s Auxiliary, the 
event featured 11 chefs primarily repre-
senting a variety of charitable organizations, 
including Molly Curry, Jacksonville’s First 
Lady; Lori Delgado Anderson, executive 
director for Mission House at Jacksonville 
Beach; Darren Dailey, president and 
artistic director for Jacksonville Children’s 
Chorus; Jordan Joseph, volunteer coor-
dinator for the Catty Shack Ranch Wildlife 

Sanctuary; Keli Coughlin Joyce, executive 
director for the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund 
Foundation; Susan King, executive director 
for BEAM (Beaches Emergency Assistance 
Ministry); Joe Markley, regional director 
for First Florida Credit Union; Michael 
O’Brien, CEO for the Greater Jacksonville 
Area USO; Emily Friend O’Leary, president 
of the Jacksonville Junior League; Jennifer 
Plotkin, regional vice president for TD 
Bank, and Lisa Rinaman, the St. Johns 
Riverkeeper.

Although final figures are not in yet, 
thanks to its supporters, the Women’s 
Auxiliary is well on its way to meeting its 
philanthropic goal of $85,500.

Major Janine Vincent, Keli Coughlin Joyce, Jennifer Plotkin, Emily O’Leary, Joe Markley, Molly Curry, Mike 
O’Brien, Susan King, Lori Delgado Anderson, Lisa Rinaman, Darren Dailey, Jordan Joseph, Major Rob Vincent

Women’s Auxiliary begins fourth 
decade of Celebrity Chefs

The setting for “A Night on the St. Johns” 
Gala and Auction to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of Morning Star School couldn’t 
have been more perfect. The April 8 event 
was held at the Haskell Building, which 
overlooks the river from a park-like campus.

Amid a wide variety of silent auction 
items, guests enjoyed gourmet cheeses, 
smoked salmon, crab cakes, coconut shrimp, 
chicken and beef dishes, as well as handmade 
desserts by Joann Leskanic and Jamie Terry, 
former staff at St. Paul’s Catholic School.

The school’s comfort dogs, Nova and 
Zenbowie, were on hand to greet guests, 
who had fun with virtual props at an open-
air photo booth and danced to the sounds 
of DJ Icon of Streetworx Music. 

Morning Star is the only special education 
school in the Diocese of St. Augustine, and 
this year added a ninth grade, with plans 
to build a high school building. The school 
serves multiple counties, welcoming children 
with learning differences, attention deficit 
disorder, autism spectrum disorders, and 
mild intellectual disabilities.

The event raised $25,000 after expenses 
to Monies raised to provide classroom 
enhancements, educational tools, technology 

Morning Star gala 
celebrates school’s 
60th anniversary

Samantha Barnes (left), daughter of Jean Barnes, 
Morning Star principal, and the school’s  

comfort dogs, Nova and Zenbowie

and specialized programs. Partial proceeds 
from this year’s gala will also benefit the 

“Building A Brighter Future” campaign to 
help offset start-up costs of the long-awaited 
high school program.

Briana Graham, Erica Carter,  
back: Rachel Hoover, Natalie Bryan

Supporters of St. Mark’s Episcopal Day 
School enjoyed a journey to Cuba at the 
school’s annual Festive Evening and Auction 
on April 8. 

 Co-Chairs Ashley Meeker, Liz Nottingham, 
and Amy Summerlin and their committees 
transformed the school’s campus into a 
Havana Night complete with old cars, palm 
trees, and a delicious menu. 

 Encouraged by salsa dancers, the crowd 
moved to the sounds of a live conga drum 
and guitar player, while a large selection of 
specialty cocktails and an outdoor hand-
rolled cigar bar put everyone in an island 

Conga drum, cigar bar set mood 
for Cuba-themed festival

Co-chairs Liz Nottingham, Amy Summerlin,  
and Ashley Meeker

mood. A variety of live and silent auction 
items included unique opportunities and 
one-of-a-kind pieces of art. Elizabeth Rodriguez and Eric Sauvageau

FB: Momni Love, Momni Boutique
IG: @momnijax 
TW: @momniboutique
PIN: Momni Boutique
Blog: theboutiquenextdoor.org

1188 Edgewood Ave. S.
(904) 321-9087
www.momniboutique.com 

 A Shop for Mothers 
and Daughters.

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services

Moody Baker, Linda Strickland, Trey Martin, Betty Thomas, 
Janie Boyd, Cheryl Laucks, Charlie Boyd, Jamie Spicer, 

Randy Baker, Tammy Druash, Carolyn Tatum

904.527.2525 • www.janieboyd.com
Buy With Confidence. List with Success.

4521 Iroquois Ave.
Renovated

$249,500
4630 Martingale Road 

Renovated
4521 Sussex Avenue #5

Waterfront

2917 Yale Avenue
New Listing

4618 Apache Avenue
New Listing

4414 McGirts Boulevard
Riverfront/Pool

$229,000$220,000

$315,000$585,000 $1,125,000
1372 Avondale Avenue

Historic Avondale with pool

$685,000

4324 St Johns Avenue
New Construction

$319,900

Wherever you are… 
we come to you!

Mobile Nail services 
specializing in Senior Care.

Ask for Rishawn,  
licensed and experienced

PROTOTYPE NAILS
(904) 655-8302

Coming Soon!

2017-2018 Newcomer’s Guide
www.ResidentNews.net



You know how precious time is — those special moments with the ones you love. But do you 
know the importance of time and state-of-the-art expertise when it comes to stroke? Would 
you recognize the symptoms and know what to do?

Time lost is brain lost. And new, advanced treatments, when received in time, can mean the 
difference between devastating loss and life as you imagined.

Baptist Stroke & Cerebrovascular Center is the regional epicenter for advanced treatment 
of all strokes, aneurysms and other brain conditions. Our renowned neurosurgeons, 
working with expert neurologists, neuroradiologists and multidisciplinary teams, perform 
groundbreaking, minimally invasive procedures unavailable at most hospitals. 

And our multi-site system of stroke care offers everyone in the region access to these life-
saving options. That means we can give more families more precious time together. That’s 
changing health care for good.

Visit baptistjax.com/stroke

Time is precious. 

Time is
brain.

© Baptist Health 2017
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

For John Pridgen of Avondale, who died 
March 10, his working life began and ended 
on Edgewood Avenue. It was “life full circle,” 
said his sister-in-law Ann Pridgen.

He grew up on Remington Street in 
Avondale and as a child helped out in his 
father’s grocery, Pridgen’s Food Store, on 
Edgewood Avenue. At the end of his life, 
he worked part-time for another Edgewood 
Avenue establishment, James and Harris 
CPA, as he had nearly all of his life. It was 
a job he dearly loved. 

“His number one passion was his work. 
He loved what he did,” said his wife, Nancy 
Pridgen. “He loved public accounting, and 
he had an incredible reputation. I don’t 
think he ever had an enemy, ever, in any 
capacity. Most of the people he did work 
for, he had done for a long time.” 

Pridgen was a staff accountant for James 
and Harris CPA, and Nancy worked in a 
physician’s office when they first became 
aware of each other, but later they would 
meet socially at a party. They married May 
7, 1978.

Nancy’s first impression of the man who 
would be her husband was very favorable. 

“I thought he was a really nice man, he was 
down to earth, kind, friendly, a good guy,” 
she said, as she recalled meeting John 
through work. 

“My children called him a gentle giant. He 
was a sweet guy, just nice,” said Ann. “I grew 

– In Memoriam – 

John Randall Pridgen 
August 21, 1942 – March 10, 2017

up a house away from him and remember 
him as a child.” 

Going by his middle name, Randy, he 
attended West Riverside Elementary, John 
Gorrie Middle, then Robert E. Lee High 
School, where he graduated in 1960. Four 
years later, after graduating from Florida 
State University School of Business, Pridgen 
spent six months in the Army Reserve on 
active duty, where they insisted he be 
known by his first name.

When he was a kid his father would take 
him waterskiing, Nancy said. “He always 
loved boats.” They had five or six through 
the years, starting with a 17-foot boat, then 
ending with a 30-foot Cruisers, which they 
took up and down the Intercoastal Waterway 
from Charleston, South Carolina, to the 
Keys and to the Bahamas. They also tra-
versed the Florida coasts from Okeechobee 
to the Gulf before giving up boating due 
to Pridgen’s back problems. 

Those back problems resulted in five 
surgeries and forced the couple to give up 
boating entirely, and move from their 
three-level home on the Black Creek to a 
single-story home. After selling the boat 
about 10 years ago, the couple bought a 
travel trailer and did their traveling by land.

Pridgen also enjoyed woodworking. “One 
of the things he like to do was build things 
from time to time,” Nancy said. “He had 
a little workshop and would build a few 
pieces of furniture. He like to putter.”

Although semi-retired, Pridgen had 
around 250 clients when he died, she said. 

“He always said he would work until he 
died and that’s exactly what he did.

“He would help anyone any time they 
needed it, especially with advice. People 
would call him at home all the time,” con-
tinued Nancy. “He was never aggravated 
or annoyed with a question. He didn’t mind 
answering questions at all. He gave away 
a lot of free advice.”

Nancy and John Pridgen 
on their 30-foot cruiser

John Pridgen

ROpen HouseR

Miramar Animal Hospital has been a staple in the San Marco community for 
over 30 years, originally opened by Dr. Dawne Lazar in 1986. After being 
an integral part of the practice for 3 years, Dr. Greg Stacey and his wife, 

Dr. Jennifer Ferrin, purchased the animal hospital in March 2016. This past 
year has been filled with such great response from the community, and we 
would like to show appreciation to everyone in the San Marco area. Please 
join us for an afternoon filled with food, drink, and door prizes. Come meet 

our staff and check out the changes we have made to better serve you.

The open house originally 
scheduled for May 6 has been cancelled

CANCELLED

904-318-3763
Dr. NaTalla S. McCoy, CCC-A 

Board Certified Audiologist

5114 San Juan Ave. • Jacksonville • www.mccoyinstitute.org

Hearing aids • TinniTus (ear ringing) 
Wax removal • CusTom ear molds 
BalanCe TesTing • musiCian moniTors

Hear Todayfor a better tomorrow

Expires April 30, 2017

Bring in this ad for your

Free
HearING TeST,

or call today to book
your appointment. The 2017 retreat is open to any 

Duval County grandparent 
or relative caregiver 55 and 
older who cares for a child 
age 18 or under. 

Free respite and childcare will 
be available for the children 
of attendees. Transportation 
to the event is available upon 
request. Please ask when 
registering for the retreat.

Calling all Superhero grandparentS: 

To reserve a spot, call Aging True
904-807-1203 or 
904-807-1292

Registration closes July 4th!

www.AgingTrue.com | 4250 Lakeside Drive

July 22, 2017 | 10A.M-5P.M
Adam W. Herbert University Center

12000 Alumni Drive | Jacksonville

3Rd AnnuAl GRAndPARenTs & 
RelATives As PARenTs PRoGRAM 

of JAcksonville ReTReAT

regiSter now for free!
aCtivitieS inClude:
• fRee food & BeveRAGes
• fRee swAG BAG foR cAReGiveRs

• infoRMATive vendoRs
• GuesT sPeAkeRs 
   on ToPics of kinshiP & GRAceful 
   AGinG As A kinshiP cAReGiveR

• PAMPeRinG seRvices such As 
   MAssAGes, Mini-MAnicuRes, MAke-uP &    
   hAiR-sTylinG
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Planting a tree as a living memorial does 
more than ensure the loved one will be 
honored for years to come; it also contributes 
to the forest canopy for the future.

And there was no better way to celebrate 
the life of Harold McKeon than to plant a 
tree in his name in Boone Park South.

Family and friends joined McKeon’s widow, 
Pamela Telis, on a sunny Sunday afternoon 
April 9 to share stories about the well-known 
Avondale resident and to send him their 
last well wishes on paper doves affixed to 
the branches of a live oak.

McKeon was diagnosed with ALS (amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis) in December 2014 
at the age of 60. After traveling the country 
in 2015 for five months in an RV (recreational 
vehicle), McKeon began to decline and was 
cared for at home by his wife until his death 
Dec. 22, 2016.

During the celebration of life, residents 
shared stories about McKeon’s prowess as 
a local handyman. Judy Klein summed it 
up best when she said, “The word got around, 
and there was a clique of old single women 
who all wanted Harold and it got to where 
he was in great demand.”

McKeon’s live oak joins three other memorial 
trees in the park, located across St. Johns 
Avenue from the home where he spent many 
of his last months on the porch watching 
children on the new playground.

“In the last few months, trees have been 
planted for two dogs that loved the park 

Friends dedicate live oak 
for former Avondale man

and recently died and, of course, hubby 
Harold,” said Telis. “We welcome others to 
consider memorial trees.” 

If a memorial tree sounds like a good 
idea, coordinate with the Friends of Boone 
Park South, which has a replanting plan for 
the park. Memorial pavers for the St. Johns 
Avenue entrance at the park are also available. 
The cost is $90 and proceeds help maintain 
the park. Leave a message at the Facebook 
page of Friends of Boone Park South or 
contact Telis at patelis@bellsouth.net.

Nancy Smith looks on as her grandson Tyler 
Smith affixes a paper dove to a live oak planted in 
memory of Nancy’s brother, Harold McKeon.

One of the many paper doves attached to 
branches of a live oak planted in Boone Park South 
in memory of Harold McKeon.

Pamela Telis helps Rocky Smith hang a paper dove 
on the live oak planted in in Boone Park South in 
memory of her husband, Harold McKeon.

Daughters pay tribute to

Bette Mackoul

Happy Mother’s Day to all of you beautiful, tender & 
caring women who have been given one of the greatest gifts... 

family

A Mother Wears Many Hats!   

Our Mother Was the Root of Our Family.

Going from a young woman to 
an instant mother the moment that 
baby is placed in her arms, soon dis-
covering how to turn a cheek, look 
the other way, see good in a diffi-
cult situation, instill rules, boundar-
ies and guidelines, pick us up when 
we fall, offer a shoulder to cry on...  
never giving up, no matter what.

It took having our own children 
to understand the trials and tribula-
tions, quickly to understand mother-
hood isn’t an easy task! 

“Our mother gave us a full color 
wheel of childhood dreams. From 
fabulous birthday parties filled with 

We did think we knew better at 
times and even knew it all... now 
we’re having a chuckle at how wrong 
we were! Her wisdom proved came 
through always.

From an early age, Mom had goals 
of what she wanted to accomplish in 
her life, all of which required cour-
age, faith and perseverance. Never 
missed a day of school... read with 
vigor... loved meeting people no 
matter where. Had a caring and ten-
der soul and adapted to new envi-
ronments easily! She could make a 
home and friends no matter where 
she was.   

Mom was blessed with two strong 
loves in her life. Earl Wadkins, our 
father, who passed away at a very 
young age, Mom taking over his re-
sponsibilities with purchasing and 
managing family-owned apartments, 
where she spent many a day doing 
much of the labor on her own. Sev-
eral years later she was blessed with 
Edward Mackoul, where together 
they created the Avondale Gift Bou-
tique, which was their pride and joy.

After suffering two strokes of her 
own she still maintained her inde-
pendence and pride. She worked 
hard with her rehabilitation and 
brought gifts to all responsible for 
making her recovery a success. She 
was so grateful. Her heart was full 
of love for her family, friends and 
community. She enjoyed interacting 
and watching her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren grow and con-
tinue with family traditions. Mother 
loved tradition! Thanksgiving was 
our biggest holiday together as a 
family and Mother made sure it was 

excitement, decorations and that 
special gift; Christmas with all the 
trimmings... beautiful new Easter at-
tire from the shoes to the hat along 
with the grand hunt for eggs... wear-
ing a witch costume at the front 
door with dry ice and candy apples 
to greet the trick-or-treaters, usually 
scaring us half to death... slumber 
parties with ghost stories, parties 
with dancing and music and wonder-
ful food... she gave it all... her ener-
gy, enthusiasm, and love. We can all 
remember the parties at home with 
Mom holding a mic & singing... what 
a voice she had!”

 Cindy Manouilidis 

always special and the “best one” 
every year!  

“Mom made her mark in this world 
in such a way that her presence is 
now significantly missed. She was a 
beautiful woman inside and out. We 
are thankful for our blessings and 
wonderful memories. Recently relo-
cating to Jacksonville to spend more 
time with my family gave me a great-
er appreciation of just how many 
wonderful and special people there 
are here and how much love and ap-
preciation she was surrounded by. I 
believe she touched everyone’s soul 
with her own.  

A quick description of Mom from 
me: she could take a simple seed, 
plant it anywhere and a beautiful tree 
would grow and blossom through 
her wisdom, nourishment, faith, love 
and patience.” 

Cindy Manouilidis

“I had the privilege to work with 
our mother in our shop and seeing 
her with our Avondale Gift Boutique 
family made me appreciate her even 
more. The love that poured out of 
her, every smile, every hug…these 
were gifts no one could buy and 
she gave them freely. I listened and 
learned and enjoyed every life les-
son. She was special. After having 
my own child, I understood even 
more clearly what a gift our mother 
was to our family. Seeing her with my 
daughter always filled my heart with 
such joy that it seemed at times it 
would burst. I miss her so.” 

Samantha Wyatt

Dear Mom, 
Even though you’ve left 

our lives and left holes in 
our hearts, this tribute is 
our Mother’s Day gift to 
you this year.

No matter our location, 
lifestyle or age... you were 
our influence, strength and 
security... this is our special 
“thank you” to you.

FRENCH CUISINE RAW BAR CHARCUTERIE CRAFT COCKTAILS

3630 PARK STREET  |  HISTORIC AVONDALE  |  RESTAURANTORSAY.COM  |  904.381.0909
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Riverside man trades 
technology for the arts
By Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Resident Community News

At a time when his peers were amassing 
pension funds and looking toward retirement, 
Ron Episcopo bailed out of Corporate 
America – without a golden parachute – to 
pursue a lifelong dream. 

“I was the first person in my family to 
graduate from high school or go to college,” 
said the Riverside resident. “When I told 
my parents I was going to college to study 
art, they didn’t say no, but they made it 
difficult. So, I got a degree in business.” 

Originally from Wilmington, Delaware, 
Episcopo worked in software consulting 
for Lexis Nexis, traveling for 16 years 
to train attorneys in legal research 
systems. He relocated to Florida in the 
late 1970s and managed 17 representatives 
for his company.  

Still drawn to art and design, Episcopo 
hit the re-set button in his 60s, got a degree 
in interior design, and took the leap to open 
his own design firm in Boca Raton. 

In another life change, he met Glenn 
Jones online and they were, coincidentally, 

living in the same condominium complex. 
“There was a lake between us at the condos; 
I could see his front door!” laughed Episcopo. 
When they got together for a glass of wine, 
Episcopo’s little poodle Ebony (“a universal 
hater”) curled up in Jones’ lap – it was the 
seal of approval. Together ever since, they 
married in Boston seven years ago. It was 
Jones who encouraged Episcopo to pursue 
his artistic dreams and enter his first juried 
art exhibition at the age of 66. 

 “I had always been afraid to do it. These 
were my babies, and I didn’t want anyone 
criticizing them,” he explained. “But, I got 
accepted and even won third place! In the 
next show, I won first place and the piece 
sold. Then the next show I got first place, 
Best in Show, and it sold! My favorite medium 
is mixed – photographs with layering of 
tissue paper – something that stimulates 
the emotions. A bit edgy.” 

The road to Riverside came through Jones, 
who had undergone several back surgeries, 
and woke up two years ago in Pompano 
stating, “This is not where I want to die. I 
want a new experience.” 

Having been to Jacksonville several times 
on business, Episcopo suggested they give 
it a try. After selling their home in South 
Florida, they became temporarily homeless 
when a house they had a contract on in 
Jacksonville fell through. They booked 
reservations at the Riverdale Inn, looked at 
30 (yes, 30) houses with their realtor, before 
falling in love with Riverside and their 

“forever home” on Osceola Street. 
Their recently renovated 100-year-old 

home (nicknamed “Portobello” by Jones 
for its overhanging red roof, which reminds 
him of a mushroom) showcases their 
dedication to preserving the architecture 
and history of the area and reflects their 
eclectic, artistic “design aesthetic” in every 
nook and cranny. 

The oak floors gleam, the chandeliers 
sparkle as they did in the 1930s. The juxta-
position of eBay purchases, antiques, “ri-
diculously expensive” dining chairs with a 
yard-sale stool purchased for $1 and uphol-
stered with a Bold Bean coffee sack, as well 
as various sculptures and Episcopo’s artwork 
offer plenty of visual delights and many 
amusing stories of acquisition. 

Jones and Episcopo are active in the 
community. Episcopo is busy creating art, 

“bringing some beauty into the world,” he 
said. As event planner for the Jacksonville 
Artists Guild, he is co-coordinating Chords 
of Unity, a juried art exhibit at Unity Plaza 
on Saturday, June 3. 

Meanwhile, Jones stays busy rocking 
babies at Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
Nicknamed “the baby whisperer” by Wolfson 
nurses for his uncanny ability to calm agitated 
newborns, Jones’ soothing manner works 
magic on screaming infants just as his calm 
demeanor worked on a cantankerous little 

poodle 11 years ago when he met Episcopo. 
There has only been one baby, so far, he has 
not tamed.

Now at age 70, Episcopo is living his 
youthful dreams. An exhibiting artist, he 
has an active investment in the Jacksonville 
arts community, a home that is a work of 
art, a life partner and supporter in Jones, 
as well as the energy and enthusiasm for 
the next chapter of life, which includes 
Rufus, their 11-year-old Labradoodle named 
after Jones’ dad. “He doesn’t look like my 
dad, but he looks like a Rufus,” said Jones. 
And, of course, Ebony, the “universal hater,” 
now blind and deaf at age 17. 

“Years ago, I won an Erik Wahl painting 
at a corporate event and I didn’t really want 
it. Only later did I find out that it was 
valuable,” said Episcopo. “Then I read Wahl’s 
book “Un-think” and it inspired me. It 
focuses on helping you to un-think all the 
bad things you’ve learned in life and look 
at things a different way. It’s never too late.”

Never 
Too Old

Never Too Old takes a look at senior residents 
who think out of the box or step out of their 
comfort zone. If you know someone who has 
a similar story to share, send information to 
editor@residentnews.net

Glenn Jones and Ron Episcopo at their 1917 home in Riverside
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By Ellin Iselin   
Resident Community News

At age 95, Walter Ford Rogers, Jr.’s memory 
has not faded. The Avondale native can 
still vividly recall the day in 1927 when 
President Calvin Coolidge traveled down 
Post Street in an open car, as well as the 
headlines announcing Charles Lindbergh’s 
flight across the Atlantic, and fighting with 
his unit behind enemy lines in France 
during World War II.

But most noteworthy among all his 
memories are the times spent with his 
childhood friends – Wilson Baldwin, Malcolm 
Fortson and Rogers “Tiger” Holmes – all 
of whom shared his classes at West Riverside 
Elementary, John Gorrie Junior High and 
Lee High School.  

THE WAY WE WERE: WALTER FORD ROGERS, JR.
Born at Riverside Hospital on Feb. 15, 

1921 to Walter F. Rogers Sr. and Mary 
Harrell Rogers, Rogers Jr. grew up on Post 
Street near John Gorrie Junior High. At 
that time, Post Street between Stockton 
and Barrs Streets was not paved, and one 
day in 1927 President Calvin Coolidge 

“came down the street in an open car and 
tipped his hat to me,” said Rogers. Besides 
presidential processions, Post Street also 
served as a main hub for the media. 

While many people might be acquainted 
with the iconic image of a newspaper boy 
on the corner, Rogers heard the sales pitch 
himself. “Extra, extra read all about it: 
Lindbergh Lands in Paris!” was a headline 
shouted out when he was six years old, and 
he remembers it well.

 In 1929 Walter Sr. bought the Florida 
Yacht Club (currently the site of River 
Shore Village condominiums) and turned 
it into a single-family home. Life was good 
in the neighborhood, and while Rogers 
recalls the Great Depression as a bad time, 

“we always had enough to eat,” he said. 
Growing up in the 1920s and 30s, times 

were simple. “Boys played marbles and ball. 
Girls did hopscotch, jump rope, rock-the-
cradle,” Rogers explained. Additionally, the 
pastimes were gender-specific. “Jacks were 
a girls’ game,” Rogers said emphatically. 

Since money for many families was 
scarce, the children of the early 20th 
century were forced to invent playthings. 
Commonplace items could be transformed 
into toys in an instant, he said, adding that 
inner tubes made good rubber guns and 
slingshots. Pop guns were created out of 
bamboo, with berries for ammunition. 
Baseball was played freely without an 
organized team, club, or adult supervision. 

A pair of roller skates could take him as a 
far as Memorial Park, and on those days 
when the kids were too tired to skate, run 
or even walk, they could count on taking 
a streetcar Downtown, Rogers said, noting 
they would pay in tokens and often ride 
to Herschel Street or even San Juan Avenue 
in Ortega where the line ended.  

Summers were often spent on the Harrell 
and Rogers family farms in Murfreesboro, 
Tenn. His father had been born in Smith 
County, Tenn. in 1889, and never saw an 
automobile until he was 20, Rogers said. 

“After World War I, my father got out of 
the Army and was a young lawyer,” said 
Rogers. Armed with a Harvard law degree, 
Rogers’ father moved to Jacksonville after 
he was offered two jobs, accepting the 
one that provided better pay. Rogers Sr. 
was a city councilman and city attorney 
for South Jacksonville, now the Southbank 
and San Marco, which at the time was a 
separate municipality. 

Initially when the family traveled north, 
Rogers Jr. had his parents and grandparents 
all to himself on their farms. “I had a pony 
for a while,” Rogers said. Then siblings 

Minerva, John and Henry were added to 
the growing family. 

In September of 1939, Rogers enrolled 
in Harvard College in Cambridge, Mass. 
When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, Rogers, a cadet in 
the Harvard ROTC, crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean to join back-up troops to the 
Normandy Invasion. 

Landing on the beaches of Normandy, in 
late June 1944, only a week or two after the 
historic invasion on June 6, he and his 561st 
Field Artillery Battalion had moved across 
France and entered Belgium by autumn. 
Their fateful mission put the soldiers directly 
in the path of the German 1st SS Panzer 
division with 500,000 troops. The Battle of 
the Bulge had begun. It was December 16, 
1944. From December 17th to the 23rd, the 
Americans retreated but readied for a 
counterattack on Christmas Eve. 

In his memoirs entitled, “Summary of 
Military Service in World War II,” Rogers 
wrote “The rest of the war in Germany 
proceeded favorably, crossing the Siegfried 
Line fortifications, the Roer and the Rhine 

Rogers children in 1932: Walter supporting Henry; 
twins Minerva (left) and John (right)

Walter F. Rogers Jr. as a toddler with his parents and grandparents in Tennessee

Continued on page 35
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how you think, feel, and function.
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health and wellness by tapping in your 
body’s natural healing abilities.
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Rivers, and reaching the Elbe River, which 
divided the American and Russian zones, 
by May 1. The Germans surrendered on 
May 8, 1945, V-E Day!” 

Recalling when the Allies were celebrating 
their hard-won accomplishment, Rogers 
described the atmosphere in Paris as one 
of parades along the Champs-Élysées and 
parties at the Arc de Triomphe with nurses 
in fancy uniforms. “Girls would dance and 
kiss,” said Rogers. “We had a happy day.”  

The Avondale native’s bravery earned 
him a Letter of Commendation from 
General Charles de Gaulle. On the dining 
room wall in his home hangs the certificate, 
insignias, and two medals, including a 
Croix de Guerre, with Silver Star, a French 
military decoration. 

Upon returning to the United States, 
Rogers began Harvard Law School and 
started a family with his wartime-bride 
Dorothy Arnold of Ortega Point, whom 
he married on June 26, 1943. Together 
they had two children, son Arnold and 
daughter Winfield. 

As a lawyer, Rogers and his wife enjoyed 
an active social life. He recalls with fond 
recollection joining a special dinner group 
that formed around 1960 with three other 
couples: Malcolm and Katherine Fortson, 
Wilson and Julia Baldwin, and Bill and 
Betty Skinner. 

The Rogers were married 43 years, and 
Dorothy died on July 30, 1986. 

Rogers later married Janet Rowland on 
May 4, 1991 and moved to Neptune Beach. 
Walter and Janet continued the dinner 
group tradition and traveled to Missouri 
and Europe. When Janet passed away on 
May 4, 2007, Walter continues to stay in 
close contact with her daughters from a 
previous marriage. 

At age 96, Rogers still lives on his own in 
the home he shared with Janet. His daughter, 
Winfield Duss, an Ortega Forest resident, 
said he spends one night a week with her so 
he can play poker with his Avondale buddies, 
a routine they’ve kept up for 30 years. 

Wearing their poker hats (navy-blue 
baseball caps with their names on them), 
John Allen, 92, Dave Howard, 97 and Rogers 
comprise the original group. Malcolm 

Fortson, 95, and Wilson Baldwin, who died 
in 2013, played in the past, as did Allen’s 
older brother Wallace until his death a 
couple of years ago, too. Howard’s son, Hayes, 
has joined the group.

“Last week he managed to lose six dollars,” 
Duss said. Winnings are generally in the 
range of $1.85, she said, noting it’s all in 
good fun and a chance for her father to 
connect with pals as far back as high school. 

Rogers family in 1961: Front row, on the steps: Walter F. Rogers Jr., Walter Rogers Mason in the lap of Walter 
F. Rogers Sr., Mary Harrell Rogers, Winfield Rogers (Duss); from left, Marcy Mason (Moody), Minerva Rogers 
Mason, Raymond Knight Mason, Beverly Baggs Rogers, Henry Darwin Rogers, Dorothy Arnold Rogers, 
Jonathan Yerkes Rogers on lap of John Harrell Rogers, Varina Mason (Steuert), Walter F. Rogers III on the 
lap of Rebecca Yerkes Rogers, Captain Chapman’s wife, Arnold Sabrie Rogers, Raymond Knight Mason, Jr.; 
gentleman top right, unknown.

In 1933, there was a WPA project to replace the wooden bulkheads at Willow Branch Creek, where the 
Rogers’ house was located. Private residents had to pay for any repairs on their own property.

Walter Rogers Sr. in the yard on  
St. Johns Avenue in 1947.
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River advocates say getting feet wet  
is first step toward lifelong passion
BY ROB DEANGELO, RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

While it’s certainly true you can develop a passion for something at any age, early 
exposure to it can be key to a lifelong love affair. For these river advocates, dipping in 
the toe or casting the rod as young boys have given them a deep appreciation and 
love for our city’s greatest asset – its waterways.

The St Johns River is the reason this city exists and we need to be better stewards of it. 
For example, the city and JEA need to repair or replace leaking septic tanks (we have 
thousands of them, I understand) which are the primary source of e. coli bacteria in our 
tributaries, like Fishweir and Willowbranch creeks in my neighborhood. The city needs 
to do more street sweeping to keep leaves and debris out of the storm sewers; and all of 
us must quit blowing leaves into the street, and we need to stop using our waterways for 
trash disposal. 

The river provides so much for us. It’s a thing of beauty, it moderates the weather for 
thousands who live near it, it provides drinking water for some cities, plus we kayak, 
swim, water ski, boat, and fish in and on it.

Doug Coleman, founder of Jacksonville Ski Club

Many people don’t realize that the St. 
Johns is one of only 14 rivers in the entire 
United States federally designated as an 
American Heritage River. It received this 
esteemed designation because of the tre-
mendous historical, cultural, recreational, 
ecological, and economic benefits that it 
has provided to Florida and the historic 
neighborhoods of Jacksonville where the 
river is such a prominent feature and constant 
presence in our lives. 

I have the benefit of working on the river. 
Our offices at Jacksonville University’s 
Marine Science Research Institute overlook 
the St. Johns. I have a fishing pole in my 
office and occasionally head down to the 
dock during my lunch break to clear my 
head and soak in the sights, sounds and 
smells of my surroundings. More times than 
not, I fail to land a fish, but I always return 
to my desk with a greater sense of purpose 
and resolve for protecting this magnificent 
waterway.

Jimmy Orth, Riverkeeper  
Executive Director

For me, water is not just a neighborhood setting but rather a defining feature of my home, 
work and call to conservation advocacy. I reside on a half-acre lot on Fishweir Creek. Since 
1990, I have been based at Lambs Yacht Center Yacht Brokerage. Much of the immediate 
area is quite literally a “working waterfront” – three boat yards and related services.

There is daily engagement with the boats, and often the adjacent river, during trial runs 
and vessel demonstrations. It is always fascinating to experience the river and water 
environment at the docks in its different states because of tides, wave action or wind.

And the people! All connected by the “water gene” but you don’t have to have a large 
boat to enjoy area waters. Enjoy them by kayak, like I do! 

Mike Webster, yacht broker

I was in the special events business and there was a lot of stress related to that 
job. One of the best ways I found to deal with it was to be out on the river 
paddling. There’s nothing like being in nature and nothing better than a relaxing 
morning on the St. Johns River or one of the local creeks.

I do have concerns for the river like the algae blooms that occur, and as a 
concerned citizen I do worry about the future of the river. Thank goodness for 
Riverkeeper. I’m also concerned about land use around the river. I wish there 
were more parks and public access.

John Ruskuski, Commodore, Seminole Canoe & Kayak Club
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The St. Johns River contributes to so many aspects of our city, including real estate 
values, commerce and quality of life. Growing up on the river gave me a special appre-
ciation for it, but it wasn’t until the algae blooms in 2005 that I began to understand the 
challenges facing the St. Johns. That summer, foul conditions on the river had a negative 
impact on our business. 

There are many ways to get your feet wet without a boat. Take a kid fishing. Jacksonville 
has a great park system, many are waterfront. There are sailing programs and paddle 
sports outfitters in this town for people with different budgets and ages. If more of us 
realize the value of the St. Johns, advocate for it and expose its wonders, our community 
and the health of the river will improve.

Brooks Busey, owner of Sadler Point Marina

I remember standing on County Dock in Mandarin, watching 
the river. Beautiful yet underused. The St. Johns Riverkeeper was 
working on the Georgia-Pacific pipeline issue at the time. I thought 
my personal goal to swim across the river could demonstrate how 
we can use recreation to bring focus to the issue and more com-
munity value to the St. Johns. After meeting with Jimmy Orth at 
St. Johns Riverkeeper, JumpingFish, a nonprofit that advocates for 
the waterways, was born. In the summer of 2011 after much training, 
studying, practice and reconnaissance work, I swam it with a great 
support team just as passionate about the river. It was 3.8 miles 
across the St. Johns from Fleming Island to County Dock. 

Up the River Downtown is now an annual event. A trained, 
open-water team swims, accompanied by a flotilla of kayaks and 
boats, from Jacksonville University six miles to the Riverside Arts 
Market. It sends a message. That’s how the community can care 
for the waterways. Use them or lose them. Use the River Taxi, walk 
by the river, paddleboard, kayak or watch the dolphins. 

Jim Alabiso, writer and founder of JumpingFish

I grew up on the river and spent countless hours in it, on it, over it, around it, competing 
with it – I was literally raised in the river, like all of my friends. My father and I built a boat 
together when I was in first grade; the boat and the river she plied for years represented freedom, 
exploration, excitement, friendships, love of nature, and deep respect.    

First job at 15 was working for a dock builder and I commuted to work by boat.  Manatees 
nuzzling your legs and crabs pinching your toes while setting dock pilings or walking the flats. 

Racing Lasers, Thistles, sailboards, J24s…the river is a racecourse, the battle ground. You 
work hard to beat the other sailors and you strain your mind to understand what the river 
is telling you; little hints leading to advantages or the wrong way. You race against the river 

– it is always different. 
The river and the coast is part of my identity and that of the city. 

Will Newton, Florida Yacht Club member

Living in Atlantic City, New Jersey, and 
traveling during the week, I wanted some-
thing to do on the weekend that would be 
fun, enjoyable and adventurous. After 
winning a 7-foot sailboat in a retail store 
contest, I took it down the Brigantine canals 
and knew right away that a) I enjoyed this 
sailing thing and b) I needed a bigger boat! 

After purchasing a Catalina 21-foot 
sailboat with a swing keel, I set sail without 
lessons. When I ran aground in the canal, 
which was often, I just cranked up the swing 
keel and off I went – my first “depth finder!”

Three boats and two states later, after 
sailing Long Island Sound and the Gulf of 
Mexico, I landed at The Marina at Ortega 
Landing with my 32-foot Hunter, Euphoria. 
I have spent many relaxing and enjoyable 
days sailing the St. Johns River, participating 
in the Light Boat parades and just relaxing 
at the dock, where I can hop in the pool 
or watch television in the clubhouse.

Warren Hickernell, General Manager, 
The Marina at Ortega Landing

Sailboat sunset submitted by Will Newton
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Lawn and landscape 
firm earns their business

No job too big, nor too small for Ground Control

For most homeowners, trying to hire 
someone to take care of the lawn and gar-
dens is tough. Knowing how hard they will 
work, how much time they will put into 
your landscaping and property manage-
ment, and just how meticulous their fin-
ished product will be is rarely a sure thing. 
If you’re looking for a guarantee, look no 
further than Ground Control’s Josh Willett.

In the industry, Josh stands out head-
and-shoulders above the rest, with partner 
Nicole Anderson, who works side-by-side 
with him, providing design assistance in 
the field. The finished look of landscapes 
and final products, from installations to 
maintenance and upkeep, never disap-
point their clients. 

“Each and every time he’s been to our 
home, he’s meticulous and there’s not a 
stone unturned,” said Jane Evans of Hid-
den Hills in Arlington. “Josh and Nicole 
are perfectionists and it shows in the up-
keep of multiple properties we own.”

Whether it’s standard landscaping, from 
the grass to the hedges and trimming the 
yard to seasonal flower and plant instal-
lations, you can’t help but notice the care 
and planning that goes into his work. Your 
yard and gardens will always look good if 
Ground Control is in charge of your out-
door spaces, and it’s worth comparing 
their prices against any competitor. 

Josh prices the job so you enjoy your 
space, not worry about how much you’re 
going to spend on it. His quotes can’t be 
beat when it comes to installations and 
plant selections, not just because he can 

If there is too much sun, or not enough 
water to foster growth, he’ll know. Josh is 
comfortable recommending alternatives 
and work to ensure they live strong, live 
long and provide a lasting presence in your 
landscapes. Taking several trips to the job 
site to learn the daylight tendencies and 
the fall of shadows under trees, to include 
the strength of full sun on your property 
is something he absolutely believes in. Be-
fore one plant goes in the ground, he un-
derstands more than most will ever know.

Hiring a Professional
From clipping shrubs and maintaining 

creeping fig with the utmost of care, the 

save you money, but because he knows 
where to plant, what to plant and how to 
nurture everything to health once installed. 
The difference is simple – care and concern, 
not churn and burn, and plants that are 
healthy and blooming, not dry and dying.

Valuable Lessons Learned from the Best
Josh is meticulous and caring; it shows 

in his work from the very slightest detail. 
From a young age, he had a great teach-
er and mentor in his father, who showed 
him the ropes for many years. From the 
age of 12, Josh spent his formative years 
beside his father, a landscape profes-
sional in charge of gardens and museums 
throughout Macon, Georgia. Many of the 
historic sites and gardens were impeccably 
designed and maintained by his father, in-
cluding the gardens dedicated as a memo-
rial to the Allman Brothers band. 

Josh credits his father for giving him 
a solid work ethic and strong knowledge 
base. From understanding the require-
ments of varying species of plants and 
flowers, to managing seasonal changes 
through routines for trimming and im-
plementing fertilizers and understanding 
growth expectations, years of learning 
were passed from one man to another. 

Spring Installation and Advice 
It’s spring and Josh believes in picking 

the right plant for the right place – for the 
right price. He believes that producing the 
best results comes from research, from the 
sun to the right amount of natural rain-
fall, and how this all affects your choice 
in landscaping. He has a respect for your 
bottom line and won’t waste your time and 
energy installing landscapes that won’t 
work or bear fruit in your surroundings. 

process is not speed and completion, but 
that of precision and perfection. Someone 
who cares for your property and wants to 
make plants live happily in their best pos-
sible natural environment is what Josh has 
in mind. Setting goals to make that happen 
is his specialty. 

If you’re seeking a true perfectionist 
to produce wonders for your landscapes, 
from shady areas that never produce 
blooms to full sun that burns everything 
you’ve installed, look to Ground Control 
for all your needs, from the mowing and 
blowing to the maintenance of your most 
prized landscapes. 

Contact Ground Control by calling (904) 729-6040, email groundcontrol24.7@gmail.com or look them up on Facebook by searching groundcontrol24.7

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER
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The Marina at Ortega Landing is more than just a marina, 
it’s the boating lifestyle. We don’t just store your boat and 
see you in passing; we invite you into our community. 
Relax on your boat with friends and enjoy the picturesque 
views. Have drinks by the pool or relax in our clubhouse. 
Make The Marina at Ortega Landing your homeport.

904-387-5538 | 4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville 
www.OrtegaLanding.com | Office@OrtegaLanding.com 

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

3620 St. Johns Ave.
904.388.5688

www.SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items, 
made with Organic Ingredients!

Memorial Roll - Smoked 
eel, real crab, cucumber, 
avocado roll wrapped with 
seared tuna, scallions and 
special sauce.

Great Beer, Wine 
and Sake Selection

Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!

4599 Lakeside drive | 904.384.1383
www.sadlerPoint.com

Monday-Friday 8-5 | saturday 9-4 | CLosed sunday

2017 Boat show in MetroPoLitan Park
May 19th & 20th

Come meet our new yacht broker, tom davitt.

• Home of West Jacksonville’s 
   ONLY Yamaha Master Tech
• Large Inventory of  
   Stocked Yamaha Parts
• Covered & Uncovered Boat Slips
• Dry Storage

• KenCraft Boat Sales
• Engine Service & Repairs
• Expert Fiberglass & 
   Gelcoat Repairs
• 35-Ton Marine Travelift
• Custom Fabrication
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Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP), 
St. Johns Riverkeeper and the Ixia Chapter 
of the Florida Native Plant Society named 
1855 Powell Place the winner of the 2017 
River Friendly Yard Award. 

The recipients of the 6th Annual River 
Friendly Yard Award were Mell Bridges 
and Gregory Curry, 1855 Powell Place, 
whose yard was on display during the annual 
Riverside Avondale Preservation Spring 
Tour of Homes last month. 

Award winners Gregory Curry and Mell Bridges with Riverkeeper Executive Director Jimmy Orth and Sally 
Steinauer, of the Native Plant Society Ixia Chapter. 

Powell Place home 
wins 6th annual River 
Friendly Yard award

Scheduling conflict nearly 
sinks annual show
 
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

It was on. Then it was off. Now it’s on 
again, thanks to three area businessmen 
who stepped in when the 21st Annual 
Southeast U.S. Boat Show’s producer, Current 
Productions, ran afoul of the City of 
Jacksonville’s Office of Special Events.

The three-day nautical festival, supposedly 
scheduled for the weekend of April 22-24 
at Metropolitan Park, was “cancelled” after 
event founder and organizer Jimmy Hill 
discovered he had not locked down the 

Rough sailing for Southeast U.S. Boat Show
dates for the venue and was, instead, locked 
out of Metropolitan Park. 

According to the city, the Welcome to 
Rockville music festival had reserved the same 
weekend to begin preparations for its annual 
event the following weekend, April 29-30.

Despite negotiations between Current 
Productions and Danny Wimmer Presents, 
the Rockville organizers, Hill announced on 
April 17 the show was cancelled. However, 
according to the city, it was never scheduled.

“While we value our long-standing rela-
tionship with the Southeast U.S. Boat Show, 
Current Productions had failed to make 
final payments to the City for their 2016 
event, which did not allow them to reserve 
2017 dates,” said Marsha G. Oliver, Director, 
Public Affairs, in a statement. 

“For nearly a year (June 2016), the City 
had been in communications with Current 
Productions about this and offered a payment 
plan, alternative options, and collection 
attempts which resulted in a bounced check 
by Current Productions,” Oliver said. “We 
have even facilitated communications with 
them and Danny Wimmer Presents to 
determine a potential solution that would 
support both interests. It is my understanding 
that these efforts have been unsuccessful.”

On April 20, businessmen in the boating 
industry stepped in to ensure that the show 
would go on. Carl Cannon, owner of Atlantic 
Coast Marine; Dick Boger, owner of Dick 
Boger Yacht Sales, and Rusty Gardner, 
co-owner of Jacksonville Marine, came 
together as members of the Jacksonville 
Marine Association to salvage the event, 
which now has been scheduled for May 
19-21 at Metropolitan Park.

Gardner, a JMA board member, said 
they were working with the city to support 
the boating community and JMA members. 
Many boat dealers and vendors had already 
spent upwards of thousands of dollars in 
preparation, including boat detailing, 
exhibits and marketing.

“Some 25 to 26 boat dealers would have 
lost in excess of $350,000 total in deposits,” 
said Boger, JMA board president. “They 
needed the show to go on to recoup their 
deposits and needed that jump start for 
their season to get off the ground.”

If Hill had not accepted the May dates, 
the next available opening at Metro Park 
was in June – too late for the boating season.

“In the boat business, you need to jump-
start the season in the spring, not the 
summer,” Boger said. “A summer boat show 
was strictly not in the cards.”

It’s no understatement to say the annual 
Steeg Member-Guest Tennis Tournament 
is wildly popular. While the Florida Yacht 
Club tournament has sold out for the past 
17 consecutive years, this year the 28th 
annual event sold out in a record four hours. 

There were 110 members and 110 guests 
competing in 52 women’s and 48 men’s 
teams; each team was composed of one 
member and one guest. The tournament 
kicked off with Ladies’ Night on March 29 
and a Men’s Calcutta on March 30 to benefit 
The Daniel Kids Foundation. 

Tournament play ran from March 31 to 
April 2, with a Players’ Welcome Party on 
Friday evening. The Steeg benefits the 
MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation 
as well as More Than Me Academy in 
Monrovia, Liberia.  

The 2017 Men’s Open champions are 
Patrick Emmet, member, and Scott Lindset; 
Men’s 9.0: Ryan Salem, member, and Billy 
Harris; Men’s 8.0: Huson Gilberstadt, 
member, and Chris Guzewich; Men’s 7.5: 
Andrew Vihlen, member, and Scott Hernandez; 
Men’s 7.0: Ronnie Worsham, member, and 
David Worsham; Men’s 6.0: Thompy Taylor, 
member, and John Naugle; Men’s 5.5: Paul 
Venderheyden, member, and Russell Healley. 

Popular tennis tournament 
benefits local, global nonprofits

Winners in the Ladies categories include: 
Women’s 9.0: Julie Ferguson, member, and 
Gayle Rudman; Women’s 8.0: Leslie Gilliland, 
member, and Nina Appleby; Women’s 7.5: 
Cathy McQuade, member, and Margaret 
Irwin; Women’s 7.0: Catherine Stiefel, 
member, and Steffi Renninger; Women’s 
6.5: Morgan Storm, member, and Cat 
Tiedberg; Women’s 6.0: Kelley Rimer, 
member, and Allison Wise; and Women’s 
5.5: Steph Shaar, member, and Paige Holmes.

The award is issued annually by the 
three nonprofit organizations to a Riverside 
or Avondale home or business that adheres 
to environmentally-friendly landscaping 
and maintenance practices based on the 
University of Florida’s Florida Yards and 
Neighborhoods principles. 

The award recognizes the efforts of 
members in the community to create a 
River Friendly yard or landscape that has 
a significant impact upon the health of the 
local waterways and natural environment 
by using low-maintenance native plants, 
reducing storm water runoff and minimizing 
the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pesti-
cides from rain and irrigation that ultimately 
washes from yards into the St. Johns River 
and its tributaries.

Marcia Simmons, Gai-gai Quarterman

4275 Herschel Street | 904-384-4501 | www.sjpcjax.org

Sunday WorShip Schedule
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

in the Main Worship Center

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Services
in the Main Worship Center

Join us on Sunday

Don’t forget...

Vacation Bible School at St. Johns!  
June 5th-8th from 5-8 p.m.

 KicKoff regiStration event 
June 4th at 5:30 p.m.  Dinner Included! 

regiSter online at Sjpcjax.org

Custom Jewelry
Jewelry repair
pearl restringing
appraisals

Offer Expires May 31, 2017.
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To Order, Call 388-1743 • 4218 St. Johns Ave. • TerrysToGo.com

For any special occasion...

Mother’s Day • Father’s Day 
Graduation • Memorial Day
We’re cooking so you don’t have to!

Give Mom the day off for Mother’s Day
and let Us cook for Her!

FREE
LAWN  

SERVICE
12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

$50 OFF
BED BUG SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

$100 OFF
“NEW” TERMIDOR® TERMITE

Elimination & Protection 
100% GUARANTEED

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

$50 OFF
“NEW” ANNUAL SERVICE (APC)

Pest Elimination & Protection  
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

$25 OFF
FLEA SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

$25 OFF
RODENT PROTECTION 

& PROOFING
Protect your home & family 

Rodents can carry over 35 diseases
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

Prevent Asthma, Lyme, Zika and other infectious diseases and illnesses

LYME DISEASE BED BUGS

MOSQUITO 
SERVICE

CALL FOR DETAILS
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/17.

INK, SILK,  
AND GOLD 
ISLAMIC TREASURES FROM THE 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

MAY 19 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 3

Experience Islamic art in a variety of 
periods, regions, and mediums, presented 
as a comprehensive exhibition for the 
first time since the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston began collecting Islamic art more 
than 130 years ago.

For more information, visit 
cummermuseum.org.

If you’ve never been down to J&W 
Discount in Murray Hill, you’re not saving the 
cash you should be. If you’ve shopped there 
and know of the deep discounts and super 
deals, you would likely have met the new 
owner, Michael Danhour, as he’s been putting 
in long hours to transform the business over 
the course of the past few months. 

Danhour, an entrepreneur, has big plans 
for the space and he’s just about ready to 
unveil them to the public. “Our doors have 
been closed and it’s been a lot of work,” the 
36-year-old Danhour said in describing 
recent redecoration and modernization 
efforts. “We’re excited about what we’ve 
done and we look forward to creating a great 
customer experience. 

 “We have a loyal customer base and we 
hope to expand upon that. J&W Discount 
is known in Murray Hill but we want to 
expand to Ortega and Avondale. Murray 
Hill is really turning the corner in terms of 
restaurants opening and stores coming in, 
and it’s exciting to be a part of that.”

Danhour, a native of Clearwater who 
graduated from the University of North 
Florida in 2002 with a degree in Finance 
and Investment Banking, has a business 
plan that calls for an additional three to five 
J&W stores over the next few years. But for 
now, his focus is on improving the current 
Post Street location and, in turn, helping the 
neighborhood grow. Danhour has already 
invested several thousands of dollars in a 
four-phase mural project on the building’s 
exterior, as he’s encouraged by the unique 
art and cultural movement along Edgewood 
Avenue in Murray Hill. Danhour has 

Big changes in store at local discount retailer
New owner invites patrons to shop and save

Michael Danhour, third from left, with his staff at J&W Discount. The retailer is a close neighbor 
of the Edgewood Diner on the corner of Post Street and Edgewood Avenue in Murray Hill.

BUSINESS PROFILE

quickly become involved in the Murray Hill 
business community and redevelopment 
and has big plans for his stores.

“The goal is to make it more like a Big Lots 
or Tuesday Morning, but our pricing will stay 
the same as it’s been,” Danhour explained. 
“We will offer a pretty wide range of products 
that are really attractively priced.”

The store will continue to feature name-
brand grocery items, household goods, 
clothing, home furnishings and more. 
Inventory will be updated and rotated on a 

regular basis, meaning each shopping trip is 
sure to yield new bargains.

While J&W is his first foray into retail 
sales, a background in business and real 
estate under the Danhour Group companies, 
has convinced the new owner that the store 
is properly positioned for success. 

“I know the real estate investment and 
land development businesses, and I was 
intrigued by retail and the niche that 
J&W Discount occupies,” Danhour said. 
“Currently retail is getting hit hard, not 

only with store closings, like Kmart and 
Macy’s, but also by online shopping. 

 “Our goal is to make the store attractive 
to everybody. From those in our area on 
fixed incomes, to other customers in the 
neighborhood who come to the store in 
search of bargains. We also have eBay and 
Amazon pages for those who prefer to 
shop online.”

Aiding in J&W Discount’s transition are 
Stephenie and Jimmy Anastassiadis, both 
veterans of the retail outlet. “Stephenie is the 
general manager and has been with the store 
for seven years,” said Danhour. “And Jimmy 
is the operations manager. They’ve been 
great in helping me understand the store 
and customers.

“There are a lot of moving parts to a retail 
business, including inventory and related 
items. And it’s been a much bigger challenge 
to renovate a 12,000-square-foot building 
than it is a residential home. But we’re on 
schedule for a May re-opening and looking 
forward to making the customer experience 
even better while offering great products at 
discount prices.”

Danhour and his wife, Rachel, live in the 
local community and they’re raising a young 
son, with another on the way. “Yes, there’s a 
lot on my plate right now,” Danhour said with 
a laugh. “But we love the neighborhood, the 
people, the energy and the chance to make 
J&W Discount a great store for our returning 
customers as well as new customers.”

Visit J&W Discount at 4045 Post Street 
but don’t forget to check out daily specials 
on their new Facebook page at facebook.
com/jandwdiscount.
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By Robert DeAngelo 
Resident Community News

Growing up within sight of the water, it 
seems natural that youngsters would be 
drawn to St. Johns River-based recreational 
activities. That is indeed the case for a 
number of local girls and boys who partic-
ipate in competitive sailing and rowing.

Aiding these youngsters in their desire 
to explore sports on the water is the existence 
of entities such as The Florida Yacht Club, 
Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club, The 
Rudder Club, Jacksonville Rowing Club, 
and the Stanton Riverbank Rowing Club. 

For the Monahan children of Ortega Forest, 
sailing has become a family endeavor. Reedy 
was introduced to the sport as a 4-year-old 

attending a camp at the Florida Yacht Club 
in 2006. Sisters Bridget and Mary Katherine 
were each 6 when learning the basics at 
different FYC camps in subsequent years.

“The awesome camp counselors would 
teach us the basics by making it fun with 
swim breaks, prizes and games,” Bridget 
Monahan, now 13, recalled. “When I was 
younger, I sailed in multiple regattas and 
did okay, not dead last, and these races 
would teach me how to be more aggressive 
to focus on starting, out-maneuvering others, 
along with how the boat works.” 

Reedy found success right out of the gate 
and has been hooked on the sport ever since. 

“My first regatta was in Daytona at the Halifax 
Youth Sailing Center. I remember winning 
one of the races. I was surprised to find 
myself in the front of the fleet and was even 
more surprised when I won it.

“Being on the water and the competition 
at the bigger regattas makes me want to do 
it,” said Reedy, now 15. “Learning from the 
kids at the top of the fleet has helped me 
become a much better sailor.”

Added Mary Katherine, now 11: “I like 
sailing because it’s an individual sport and 
team sport that is unique and it allows you 
to travel around the country and sail in 
some really cool places.”  

Will Weinbecker learned to sail as a 
7-year-old in New Orleans and by the time 
his family relocated to the St. Nicholas area 
three years ago, he had already competed 
in a pair of national championships. 
Weinbecker also qualified to attend the 2015 
U.S. National Team trials in Miami.

Honing his skills on the St. Johns River, 
the teen continued to excel and last year 
traveled to San Francisco to sail in the 
national team trials. 

“I finished 74th out of 290 of the best 
sailors in the country and made the U.S. 
national team’s developmental team,” said 
the 14-year-old Weinbecker. “On this team, 
I have had the opportunity to practice 
around the country with the top sailors and 
train with the top coaches. 

“What I like about sailing is you have to 
improve both your body, physically, but 
also mentally. There is a lot to know to 
compete in sailing and it requires lots and 
lots of practice as well as good coaching.” 

Not a sailor, Olivia Schueth of Avondale 
instead got into rowing as a high school 
freshman after participating in dance for 12 
years when her friend, Sarah Gayle Thornton 
of Ortega, decided to take up rowing.

Jacksonville waterways good proving ground for youth competitors

Tim Monahan with his winning daughters, Mary 
Katherine, left, and Bridget, as they receive the 
Burroughs Trophy at the 2016 Yachtsman of the 
Year Award Banquet at Florida Yacht Club. Mary 
Katherine won for Top Green Fleet Opti Sailor, 
while Bridget was Top Advanced Fleet Opti 
sailor for 2016. With the Monahans are Caroline 
Burroughs and her son, Chandler, who presented 
the Dick Burroughs Memorial Trophy.

“Rowing really appealed to me because it 
was a sport in which my taller body type 
was actually desired, unlike in dance where 
it is best to be short and small,” said Schueth.

Now 16, Schueth has competed with the 
Stanton Riverbank Rowing Club in two 
spring seasons and one winter season, in 
events ranging from eight-person boats to 
four-person boats. Her Women’s Varsity 
Four team won city championships and 
the club also won the award for total points, 
something they haven’t done for six years.

“Overall, that regatta was a major success, 
and it just goes to show that even though 
we may be smaller than some of our com-
petitors in Jacksonville, we can still compete 
on their level,” she said.

Stanton Riverbank Rowing Club’s gold-medal 
winning team of Hannah Moody, Haile Taylor, 
coxswain Sarah Gayle Thornton of Ortega, Olivia 
Schueth of Avondale and Regan Fernandez. 
They won the Women’s Varsity 4+ at the city 
championships April 1 on the Ortega River.

Will Weinbecker, left, Reedy Monahan and Wes 
Myler at the 2016 US National Team Trials Regatta 
in San Francisco last May.
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Boys & Girls  
Walking to 

Age 17

REGISTRATION FEE
½ OFF

New Students Only.
Expires 5/31/17  |  Resident(CORNER OF BLANDING & SHIRLEY)

www.gyminators.com

A Flipping Good Time!

388.5533

K i d s  C a m p s 
S u m m e r  C a m p 

J u n e  5  t h r o u g h  A u g .  4

Gyminators

4603 SHIRLEY AVE.

Jacksonville’s Premeire Preschool Program
Walking to 5 years with age appropriate goals/skills. Well‑rounded 
curriculum, challenging your child’s creative and physical fitness.

Sign up for new classes!Sign up for new classes!
CHEERLEADING • GYMNASTICS

 TUMBLING • DANCE • NINJA WARRIOR 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

Don't 
miss 

out

 WALKING TO 18 YR OLDS
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Ruth N. Upson Elementary School’s 
three fourth-grade classes learned what it 
takes to be a mural artist. 

The mural was part of Jax Kid’s Mural 
Project, an outreach program of the Jax 
Kid’s Mural Festival, a One Spark grant. 
Through this project, Nicole Holderbaum, 
an artist who goes by the name Nico, visits 
Title 1 schools located in underprivileged 
areas, particularly schools that no longer 
have art programs. 

The project was organized by fourth-grade 
teacher Kim Spence, who guided the students 
in designing the mural. After Holderbaum 
outlined the design – influenced by the 

St. Paul Catholic School second-grade 
student William Petersen and member of 
Wolf Cub Scout Troop 2, won the 2017 
Pinewood Derby held at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church. Approximately 40 
cars competed in the derby. Petersen 
worked many hours and put at least 12 
coats of paint on his car, named Flame, 
before applying his graphic design.

Cubmaster Gene 
Russell with  

William Petersen

St. Paul’s Catholic student 
wins derby competition

Ortega resident receives 
scholarship from Tulane

Anne Bayley Shoemaker of Ortega, a 
senior at Episcopal School of Jacksonville, 
has been awarded a Presidential Scholar 
Award from Tulane University and invited 
to join the school’s Honors Program.

Shoemaker received the award based 
on academic merit. To be eligible, she was 
considered by Tulane’s admission’s committee and was rewarded 
for her outstanding academic qualifications. The scholarship 
is renewable for four years.

Anne Bayley 
Shoemaker

Upson students paint a pretty picture

Students at St. Paul’s Catholic School 
hosted a shoe drive for Soles4Souls as 
a Lenten service project. As a result of 
the shoe drive at the Riverside elementary 
and middle school, 684 pairs of shoes 
were collected. Soles4Souls, an interna-
tional organization, collects shoes to 
provide relief in many developing nations 
around the globe in times of disaster, 
and helps bridge the economic gap in 
the United States and Canada.

Riley Rogers, sixth grade, and Gabriella Rogers, 
third grade, delivered 17 boxes of shoes to the 
Sole4Souls distribution center on Gun Club 
Road in Imeson Park.

Catholic school students 
host shoe drive for Lent

school’s gardening club, which meets in 
that area to tend to their hydroponic gardens 

– the students took turns painting the mural 
and completed it in about three hours.

Christina Corrie’s fourth-grade class pose in front of 
their mural at the school.

Retha Dixon’s fourth-grade class pose in front of 
their mural at the school.

Fourth-grade students Charles Massey, Caden Ivey 
and Whitson Blackwell wield brushes for a mural at 
Ruth Upson Elementary School.

See www.esj.org/summer to sign up for camps.

Programs run May 26 - August 3       Grades K-12 

904.423.1377
kids1dentistry.com

HealtHy teetH make for HealtHy kids!

Dr. Jila J. MahaJan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Most insurances & 
care credit accepted

mother’s day raffle

4495 roosevelt Blvd., suite 111 | roosevelt square shopping center

New patients that come in for the month of May: MoM is eNtered to wiN a spa gift card! current patients can stop by & enter for mom to win.  
Must be a patient of record to enter. See office for full details.

(904) 396-4425
www.theatrejax.com

Theatre Jacksonville’s Summer 
Camp explores the world of live 
performance with experienced 
artists who love to share their 

passion for theatre.

Children gain self-esteem, 
confidence, communication tools 

and friendships.

For ages 7-13
Session A: June 5-30 

Session B: July 10-Aug. 4

ENROLL TODAY!

MAKE.
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Hands-on learning helps 
St. Johns River

St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School fourth 
graders led a school-wide effort to “Save 
the St. Johns River” by holding a clean-up 
day in Stockton Park on April 8. Because 
of their efforts, a lot of trash will not 
find its way to pollute the river, and the 
park was beautiful for the Easter Sunrise 
service April 16.

Students have been studying the St. Johns 
River and why it is so important to the 
community. They have read the book, 

The January 2007 cover of The Resident’s 
inaugural issue for the Riverside, Avondale, 
Ortega and Murray Hill neighborhoods 
featured a photo of a bevy of ballerinas 
from the Fishweir Elementary School play.

Ten years after the 14 first- and sec-
ond-grade girls performed in The Nutcracker, 
The Resident was able to track down Vivian 
Cruickshank, now a junior at Robert E. 
Lee High School.

“I work at the St. Johns Flower Mart, and 
I go back to Fishweir often to help Mrs. 
Futo and her daughter with upcoming 
productions. My dad, Mark Cruickshank, 
still works at Fishweir as a fifth-grade 
science teacher,” said Cruickshank. “I’m 

not dancing any-
more, but I am in 
the Lee Women’s 
Choir and I love it.” 

Under the direc-
tor of Dance and 
Drama Director 
C e c e l i a  F u t o , 
Fishweir’s dance, drama, and chorus 
students will perform “The Music Man” 
on Thursday, May 11 and Friday, May 
12 at 7 p.m., and Saturday, May 13 at 3 
p.m. in the school auditorium.

If you know the whereabouts of the other 
13 ballerinas and would like to share, send 
information to editor@residentnews.net

Vivian Cruickshank

Fishweir ballerina 10 years later CPR/AED training funds 
awarded to Bishop Snyder 
High School

Last fall Bishop John J. Snyder High 
School joined forces with the Michael 
Namey AED Initiative offering CPR training 
to every student. After that training session, 
Athletic Director Zach Osbeck submitted 
a funding request to Firehouse Subs Public 
Safety Foundation to enable the school to 
further the education of its students, faculty 
and coaches on life-saving techniques.

The school was delighted to learn the 
request was approved, receiving $7,828.12 
from Firehouse Subs Public Safety 
Foundation to purchase five AED trainers 
and 16 mannequins to support continued 
education and training of CPR/AED at 
Bishop Snyder.

The Michael Namey AED Initiative was 
launched in memory of University of 
Central Florida freshman Michael Namey, 
who attended Assumption Catholic School 
and Bishop Kenny High School. 

Jeanna Batt practices chest compressions as 
Rebecca Eurom keeps count.

Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation 
joined efforts with Namey’s mother, Connie, 
and Dr. Sylkia Martinez, a pediatrician, 
to raise awareness for sudden cardiac 
arrest on school campuses by providing 
CPR/AED training and increasing access 
to AEDs, and creating an educated and 
prepared environment among students, 
faculty and staff.

Jack Letcher and  
Dillon Morgan

Hannah Border  
and Claire Wilson

“Trouble on the St. Johns River,” by Jane R. 
Wood, and spent a day at Jacksonville 
University learning from The Riverkeeper.

An unseasonable lack of rain in the 
neighborhood was a boon for Mallory and 
Edward Deacon, Malina Bowles, Karma 
Deacon and Alissa Bowles, who cleaned a 
1975 Cadillac Sedan DeVille during a car 
wash in early April. Malina and Karma are 
members of the fifth grade Fishweir Safety 
Patrol, which is raising funds for a trip to 
Washington, D.C. at the end of June.

Few April showers boost car wash fundraiser

The cover photo from The Resident’s inaugural issue included:  Front: Kassidy Suggs, Christina Martin, 
Vivian Cruickshank; second row: Brianah Willis, Sydney Turner, Dahnai Harris, Alexis Nesmith; back row: 
Ellie Bedingfield, Eden Wintz, Katie Slaughter, Mallory Wintz, Dance and Drama Director Cecelia Futo, 
Sarah Tibble, Tristin Pinholster, Maya Shay

 

Child Struggling 
with Reading  
and Spelling

Dyslexia Consultation Services, Inc.
(904) 302-4624

Nancy Kravet
Dyslexia Screener since 2015
Certified Public School 
Teacher since 1997

nancy@dyslexiaconsult.com   
 www.dyslexiaconsult.comI Can Help!

BE A CHOCOLATIER FOR A DAY!

DIP, DECORATE AND PACKAGE YOUR VERY 
OWN DELICIOUS CHOCOLATE TREATS. 

MAKE A CUSTOMIZED GIFT BOX AND LEARN 
HOW TO EXPRESS YOUR CREATIVITY WITH 
CHOCOLATE! 

CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PETERBROOKE FOR DATES 
THROUGHOUT JUNE, JULY & AUGUST

DAY CAMP

Summer Camp Ad 2016.indd   1 3/24/2016   10:22:17 AM

Make this summer
COUNT

   

WITH SUMMER LEARNING AT SYLVAN

800-838-7231
North Jacksonville & Orange Park

ASK ABOUT OUR ROBOTICS, CODING, ENGINEERING,
READING AND MATH CAMPS.

Kids can lose up to 2 1/2 months of learning in the 
summer. Stay ahead of the curve with Sylvan’s   

summer sessions!
Summer sessions are filling up fast. Call today!

ONLY $75  FOR A SKILLS TEST.  Exp 5-31-17.  Not  valid  with other offers.
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Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, known 
internationally as the “Dynamic Deacon,” 
spoke at St. Matthew’s Catholic Church for 
a parish mission during Holy Week. Part 
of his visit included speaking to the middle 
schoolers. Honest, energetic, and funny, 
he spoke to the sixth through eighth grade 
students about listening for and to the voice 
of God in their lives, said Assistant Principal 
Kristin Kata. 

Burke-Sivers holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Economics and Business Administration 
from the University of Notre Dame, as 
well as a Master of Theological Studies 
from the University of Dallas. He is a 
Benedictine Oblate of Mt. Angel Abbey, 
and also a member of the Fellowship of 

The “Dynamic Deacon” speaks to students at St. 
Matthew’s Catholic School.

International evangelist speaks to middle school students

Catholic Scholars and the Confraternity 
of Catholic Clergy. Burke-Sivers lives in 
Portland, Oregon, where he assists at 
Immaculate Heart Catholic Church.

Snyder boys win district track championship
Coached by Ortega resident Nathan Stanley, the Bishop John J. Snyder High School 

boys took first and the girls placed second in the district track and field competition 
April 11, held on the Snyder campus. 

Ten schools with approximately 400 student athletes participated. The win gives the 
Snyder team the green light to participate in the regional competition April 25. State 
competition will be held Friday and Saturday, May 5-6.

The Bishop John J. Snyder High School Boys Track & Field team poses with their winning trophy. 

There’s probably nothing more natural 
for a book club to do than to promote 
reading outside its own circle. That’s just 
what the 7-year-old Venetia Book Club 
did when they decided to install not one, 
but two Little Free Libraries at Venetia 
Elementary School.

Linda Hunter, a member of the club and 
30-year resident of Venetia said she acquired 
a newspaper box from the Florida Times-
Union, and when she stopped at Ortega Paint 
and Decorating to check out paints, the staff 
there said someone else in the community 
was also building a Little Free Library.

“John Hamilton had started one, but he 
didn’t like what he did and threw it away,” 
said Hunter, who used to do woodworking 
with her father. The two teamed up to create 
two library boxes, but didn’t always agree 
on everything. “He’s into structure and I’m 
into aesthetics,” said Hunter. 

“We agreed 99 percent of the time and had 
a lot of fun doing it,” said 85-year-old Hamilton, 
whose taller Little Free Library will house 
adult books while the lower newspaper 
box will hold books for children.

The community project was supported 
with donations by Ortega Paint and 
Decorating, Builders First Source, Baker 
Glass, and the Venetia Book Club, which 
donated books and funds to buy cedar 
shingles for the adult library and to 
register the boxes with Little Free Library. 
Artwork on the children’s box was done 
by Sara Heath.

After the boxes were installed at the 
school, a ribbon-cutting was held April 3 
by the Venetia Book Club. According to 
Principal Jennifer Collins, the library boxes 

John Hamilton receives a certificate of 
appreciation from Venetia Elementary School 
Principal Jennifer Collins for his role in building a 
Little Free Library for the community.

were deliberately not erected near the 
sidewalk, which parallels Timuquana Road. 

“There’s too much traffic on the road. We 
want people to pull into the school and 
park in front,” she said.

The neighborhood will serve as book 
stewards, replenishing the boxes, and 
checking to make sure the books in the 
children’s box are appropriate, said Hunter.

Venetia neighborhood school 
gets new outdoor library
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Boy Scout Troop 522, based at Ortega United Methodist Church, 
is holding a shoe drive as a service project and a fundraiser to 
help pay for summer camps. The Scouts will earn 40 cents per 
pound and are already more than halfway toward their goal. 

“Our goal is to collect 2,500 pairs of new and/or gently worn 
shoes by June 30. This can be any type of footwear, adult and 
children’s sizes,” said Bobbie Brewer, Troop committees chair. 

“The shoes will be picked up by the Orlando-based organization 
Funds 2 Orgs, who work with people in developing counties to 
set up micro enterprises selling the shoes as a way to support 
their families. It also helps keep these shoes from becoming one 
of the 600 million pair that end up in our landfills annually!” 

If you have shoes to donate to the Troop to help them reach 
their goal, Brewer is willing to make pick-ups on the Westside. 
Contact Brewer via email at bsa_troop522@yahoo.com and put 
Shoes:NextDoor in the subject line. Or you may drop them off 
on Saturday, June 3, 9 a.m. to noon at the Scout Hut, located 
in the parking lot on Iroquois Avenue behind the church at 
4807 Roosevelt Blvd.

Troop 26 Boy Scouts Christopher Jansson 
and Luke Morgan received Eagle Scout awards 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Ortega 
during ceremonies on April 1 and 2. 

Jansson, a freshman at FSCJ, held scouting 
positions of Patrol Leader, Scribe and 
Quartermaster. His Eagle project was to build 
25 bird houses for Four Creeks State Forest. 

Morgan held scouting positions of Senior 
Patrol Leader, Chapter Chief of Ogala 
Chapter, and Brotherhood Member of the 
Echockotee Arrow of Light. The Paxon 
High School student designed and installed 
a labyrinth on the St. Mark’s Youth Center 
lawn for his Eagle project. 

Boy Scout Troop 26, sponsored by St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at St. 
Mark’s Youth Center, 2916 Ionic Ave. Scout-age 
boys and their parents are welcome to visit. 

Troop 26 holds back-to-back Eagle ceremonies

Taireeq Tyrell States said he was 
nervous April 22 awaiting the start 
of his Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
Ceremony at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
at the corner of Park Street and 
McDuff Avenue.

The 17-year-old Westside High 
School junior was receiving his Eagle 
Scout award after having completed 
his project to stock the Food Pantry 
at Trinity. States contacted local 
grocery stores and businesses, and 
went door-to-door, soliciting canned 
goods for the pantry, which has filled 
a need in the Riverside Avondale 
community for 22 years.

States was familiar with the Family 
Life Center at Trinity, where he played 
basketball at age 10 in the CEW 
(Children’s Enrichment Workshop) 
after-school program. The church’s 
pastor, Rev. Robert Kinley, gave the 
keynote address at States’ ceremony. 
States received certificates of com-
mendation from the National Rifle 
Association, Alpha Phi Omega – a 
national service fraternity, West Point 
Military Academy and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

Front: Connor Barry, Jackson Sellers; middle: Jax Germeyer, Michael Silver Jr., Alex 
Smith, James Morgan, Assistant Scoutmaster Scott Morgan, Turner Rundlett, 
Nathan Brewer, Clark Jones, Grayson Sawyer; back: Assistant Scoutmaster Rich 
Green, Gage Smith, Assistant Scoutmaster Patrick Sawyer, Scoutmaster Sean Deese

Local Scout Troop collecting shoes for service project

Scout stocks local food 
pantry to earn Eagle 
designation

Luke MorganChristopher Jansson

Taireeq 
Tyrell States

Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.

904.387.8602

Tinseltown
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904.683.4554
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Days, evenings 
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• Fun private parties

www.kidspark.com
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Family

Registration
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O�er expires 6/1/17
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2108 Blanding Blvd. (SR–21)
Jacksonville, FL  
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Electric
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LittLe Artists CAmp
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CheCk out www.riversideartscenter.org For times & priCing.
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Avondale student receives 
scholarship to UVA

Jack Kellmanson of Avondale, a senior at 
the Episcopal School of Jacksonville, has been 
awarded a Jefferson Scholarship to attend 
the University of Virginia from the Jefferson Scholars Foundation.

The award will cover tuition and enrichment experiences for 
four years.

During his senior year at Episcopal, Kellmanson was president 
of the Honor Council. He also played trombone in the Episcopal 
band and the Jacksonville University Honors Band. While in 
high school, he has participated in the Model UN and rowed for 
the Jacksonville Rowing Club.

At the University of Virginia, Kellmanson plans on studying 
classics and engineering.

The mission of the Jefferson Scholars Foundation is to serve 
the University of Virginia by identifying, attracting, and nurturing 
individuals of extraordinary intellectual range and depth who 
possess the highest concomitant qualities of leadership, schol-
arship, and citizenship.

Jack Kellmanson

West Riverside Elementary 
celebrated its annual Play Day, 
March 16, to kick off spring.

 Sponsored by CEW (Children’s 
Enrichment Workshops), the 
students spent the day having 
fun and enjoying the fresh 
air. Students from Lee High 
School volunteered to operate 
each activity and make sure 
that the children had fun. This 
annual event is much anticipated 
by the students, and features 
classic field day games such as 
sack races, romper stompers 
and outdoor parachutes.  

Led by West Riverside 
Elementary Reading Coach Teresa Shoemaker and Librarian 
Josh Jubinsky, a reading camp-in was held April 13 for students 
and their families, who brought their own tents. They enjoyed 
pizza from 5 Star Pizza, and had a special story reading around 
the “campfire” by Avondale resident Billie Quinene. After a 
round of campsite stories, families were able to go into their 
own tents and read stories themselves.

Kindergarteners Landon Vihlen, 
Malcolm Harmon and Owen Roth 
took part in a reading camp-in at 
West Riverside Elementary School.

West Riverside Elementary students enjoy a sack race on Play Day.

Students have fun indoors 
and out at Riverside school

Young woman to attend 
youth leadership seminar

Meghan Oliver, a Fairfax Manor resident 
and sophomore at Trinity Christian 
Academy, will represent her school at 
the Hugh O’Brien Youth (HOBY) Leadership Seminar June 
1-4 at Florida State University in Tallahassee.

As a HOBY ambassador, Oliver will take part in hands-on ac-
tivities, meet leaders in the state, and explore her personal leadership 
skills while learning how to make a positive impact on her com-
munity. Oliver, who holds a 4.2 GPA with four honors core courses, 
was elected as her 10-grade homecoming representative. She also 
sings in the high school chorus and plays varsity volleyball for 
Trinity and for the North Florida Pirates Volleyball Club. 

After the seminar, Olive and the other HOBY ambassadors 
will be challenged to give back to their communities with at least 
100 volunteer service hours.

HOBY has helped cultivate leaders for 56 years by inspiring 
a global community of youth volunteers.

Meghan Oliver

Lee Class of 2017 breaks 
academic records

The Robert E. Lee High School Class 
of 2017 is reaching new heights when it 
comes to academic success. The Class 
of 2017 is on track to earn more college 
admission decisions, military enlistments, 
and college scholarships than ever. 

The Senior class has over 320 acceptance 
letters on file, five military enlistments, 
and over $4,000,000 in scholarships. The 
numbers grow every day and the school 
is preparing to celebrate their students’ 
success by hosting an Academic Signing 
Day event Thursday, May 4. 

The Robert E. Lee Academic Signing 
Day is part of a national program created 
by former First Lady Michelle Obama, 
according to Dr. Khristi Keefe-Bowens, 
school counselor. 

“This nationwide event is designed to 
celebrate all students who commit to take 
the next step in their academic journey 
whether it be through college, military, 
or a vocational training program,” she 
said. “The school counselors coordinate 
the Academic Signing Day as a pep rally 
style event. Every senior who has shown 
proof of and declared their intention for 
a post-secondary program is invited to 
sign the Senior Banner in front of their 
peers, family, and community members 
during the event.” 

This year’s event will include a special 
acknowledgment of the scholarship total. 
Last year, the Class of 2016 collected just 
over $2,000,000 in scholarships.

Candace Dunn, Class of 2016, is now a student 
at Florida State College Jacksonville.

Accepting Applications
For the 2017-2018 School Year

Age 1 - Grade 6

904.388.2362
stmarksdayschool.org

Inspiring Learners. Creating Leaders.

Summer Camp available for 
ages 2 - entering Kindergarten!

Back-to-School & Sports Physicals ONLY $45

•	 Broad range of services,	including	X-rays	
and	lab	testing	in-house	for	a	one-stop	
experience!

•	 Open	7	days	a	week,	including	nights	and	
weekends.

•	 Walk	in,	call	ahead	or	schedule online	at					
CareSpot.com. 

13 Jacksonville locations

Beat	the	Summer RUSH!

$25

*Offer valid in Jacksonville centers May 1 to Sept 
30, 2017 on children’s back to school & sports 
physicals for self-pay customers with this coupon. 
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The Clara White Mission held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony April 19 for the 
Beaver Street Veterans Villas, a new per-
manent housing initiative for homeless 
veterans, located at 605 West Beaver Street.

The opening of the villas represents the 
culmination of a public-private partnership, 
begun in 2012, that has transformed a 
historic vacant downtown structure into 
a life-changing mix of 16 apartments and 
a resources and referral center for homeless 
veterans and low-income residents. 

The facility was dedicated to Dr. Eartha 
M. M. White, founder of the Clara White 
Mission, and philanthropist Henri Landwirth 
of Ponte Vedra, founder of Dignity You 
Wear and other charities. In addition, 

Delores Barr Weaver holds scissors for the 
Beaver Street Veterans Villas ribbon-cutting 
while chatting with Henri Landwirth.

Homeless veterans get opportunity for 
new lifestyle at Clara White Mission 

floors were named after longtime supporter 
and local philanthropist Delores Barr 
Weaver and Wells Fargo.

Front: Ann Herndon, Jodie Raymond, Jacksonvlile Ladies president Veronica Potter, Gail Williams; back: 
Anita Stoner, Kathy Cayton, Mary Ann Brown, Christine Monroe

Honoring military deceased, Jacksonville Ladies make ‘Last Tribute’
By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

For the past eight-and-a-half years, every 
interment at the Jacksonville National 
Cemetery has had something in common. 

Shortly after the cemetery was dedicated 
in fall of 2008, veterans have been accom-
panied to their final resting place by at least 
one member of the Jacksonville Ladies.

Founded primarily by members of the 
Navy Wives Club in November 2008, the 
30 Jacksonville Ladies began their mission 
to ensure that no veteran would be buried 
alone. Distinctive in navy blue suits, a pa-
triotic scarf or a flag pin, they were present 
at the first interments January 7, 2009.

Since then, 88-year-old Jodie Harkins 
Raymond, one of the founders, drives from 
her East Arlington home twice a month 
to pay a silent and last tribute on behalf 
of the nation to the former military men 

and women who are laid to rest at the 
cemetery located north of the Jacksonville 
International Airport.

Her devotion to the mission is personal.
Raymond’s father was drafted in November 

1943, leaving behind a family of five, in-
cluding Raymond, the oldest at 15, and 
her 8-week-old brother. 

“He was wounded in the Battle of the 
Bulge and died January 6, 1945 of the 
wounds. He was buried at Netherlands 
American Cemetery in Margraten, Holland,” 
she recalled. “A Dutch family found his 
grave and took care of it until we could 
bring him home. I am paying back the 
kindness that Dutch family paid to my dad.”  

Raymond’s husband, three brothers and 
two nephews also served in the military, 
a common reason some of the other 
Jacksonville Ladies volunteer.

Margie Miller, an Avondale resident, has 
been volunteering for the past four years, 
after moving 17 times in 26-plus years as 
an Army wife. Her father, father-in-law, one 
brother and two brothers-in-law all served, 
and two of her three sons are currently on 
active duty.

“I have always volunteered in the com-
munity wherever we lived, and when we 
moved back to Jacksonville [in 2010] I 
wanted to do something where I could give 
back to our veterans and their families,” 
said Miller.

Every service is poignant for Miller, who 
said the same honors are rendered to each 
veteran, whether they were a private or seaman 
or a four-star general or admiral. Each cer-
emony has the same tradition, dignity and 
respect performed by the honor guard.  

“One special moment occurred several 
years ago when an elderly World War II 

veteran was buried with no family present. 
His only surviving family member was a 
brother who lived in New England but was 
too ill to travel,” Miller shared. “He had 
been distressed at the prospect of his 
brother being buried alone. He subsequently 
received the burial information packet 
with a card from the Jacksonville Ladies. 
We later received an inspiring letter from 
him expressing his appreciation and 
gratitude for our being present at his 
brother’s funeral.”  

Although the Ladies, of which there are 
currently 23, are required to volunteer one 
day per month, most do more. The group 
also participates in Wreathes Across America, 
as well as the Missing in America Project 

(MIAP), which locates, identifies, and inters 
the unclaimed cremains of veterans.

Of the 147 National Cemeteries, only four 
have this program. “It is a privilege that we 
have it here in Jacksonville,” said Miller. “If 
you are looking for a way to serve our 
community and give back to veterans and 
their families, being a Jacksonville Lady is 
a meaningful way to do so.”

Raymond also encourages others to join. 
“When I come home from a day at the 
cemetery, I am so grateful to have my 
family,” she said. “I only hope I have helped 
someone get through their bad days. The 
feeling in your heart can’t be explained.”

For information about the Jacksonville 
Ladies, visit www.jacksonvilleladies.org.Margie Miller
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Want to get involved in the community? Sometimes it just 
takes a little push to do something, from the smallest gesture 
to the grand donation. Get ready to get nudged.

B Y  M A R I A N  J O H N S ,  R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

DOSOMETHING

It’s never too early to instill a spirit of giving in children and 
often easier when they know they are helping other children who 
are less fortunate. Jacksonville has many nonprofits which focus 
on helping children get educated, clean and fed, and local students 
do their part to make that happen. If their acts of selfless service 
motivate you to do something, here a few charities that could use 
your help.

Catholic Charities

Donate: Put together an “Angel Kit” (bathroom kit, kitchen kit, 
preschool kids kit for ages 3-5, personal grooming kit, cleaning 
kit or baby kit). Go to www.ccbjax.org/how.php#volunteer for 
complete list of what is needed in each particular kit. Donate 
children’s books, organize a food drive at your company, church 
group or club to collect non-perishable food items. Donate house-
hold and furniture items such as dishes, silverware, chairs, dining 
tables or blankets for families in the Catholic Charities’ Refugee 
Resettlement Program. Financial contributions can be made online 
at www.ccbjax.org. $100 provides groceries for a family of four 
for three days and $50 can help a family to buy gas, food, diapers 
or school supplies. 

Volunteer: Join the Women’s Guild, be an office helper or become 
a Refugee Resettlement Mentor and help a recently arrived refugee 
family to transition into our community. Contact volunteer@
ccbjax.org or call (904) 632-0600.

The Sulzbacher Center 
downtown campus offers a 

complete range of health-care 
services to residents.

St. Matthew’s Catholic 
School Did Something

In the true spirit of the Roman Catholic 
saint and priest, Vincent de Paul, who 
dedicated his life to helping the poor, the 
students of St. Matthew’s Catholic School 
are doing their part to make a difference 
for those in need.

As one of only nine youth St. Vincent de 
Paul Society chapters in Florida, the St. 
Matthew’s “Minnie Vinnies” collect needed 
supplies for Catholic Charities’ Refugee 
Relocation Services, the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society food pantry, and help with various 
projects for the Sulzbacher Center.

“It makes me feel happy knowing that 
I’ve helped someone,” said Natalie Knize, 
the group’s treasurer and a seventh grader 
at St. Matthew’s.

“I like to see the smile on their faces,” 
said eighth grader and Minnie Vinnies 
Co-president Josemaria Esquivia-Cruz, 
when describing what motivates her to 
volunteer.

Fellow student and Co-president Olivia 
Wallace, who is in eighth grade at St. 

St. Matthew’s Catholic School Minnie 
Vinnies Olivia Wallace, co-president, 
Natalie Knize, secretary, Katy Rodriguez, 
treasurer, and Josemaria Esquivia-Cruz, 
co-president.

Matthew’s, said she has similar feelings 
about the impact their group has had on 
so many.

“It makes me happy to know that I am 
able to help people who don’t have as much 
as we have,” said Wallace.

Sulzbacher Center

Donate: Hygiene products (unopened), twin sheets, diapers, baby 
wipes, towels, and socks. Go to www.sulzbachercenter.org/content/
kind-donations for a complete list of items needed at the shelter.

Volunteer: Tutor youth, help adults with job searching or prepare 
and serve a meal. Volunteers with dental or medical experience are 
especially needed in the clinics. Visit www.sulzbachercenter.org/
support-us/volunteer for more information or call (904) 359-0457.

Blessings in a Backpack

Donate: According to Blessings in a Backpack, over 50 percent 
of children in Duval County receive the Federal Free and Reduced 
Price Meal program at school. On the weekends and during school 
breaks, many of these children need supplemental food supplies. 
A $100 donation can provide food for one child each weekend for 
the entire school year. Visit firstcoastblessingsinabackpack.com 
to donate. You can also mail donations to Blessings in a Backpack 
Bank Lockbox, P.O. Box 950291, Louisville, KY 40295 and in the 
memo line write “First Coast Blessings in a Backpack.”

Volunteer: Groups are needed to help collect and pack food for 
students to have during spring break and around the holidays. For 
additional information, contact Kimberly Ward, Managing Director, 
at (904) 574-6802 or kimberly@blessingsinabackpack.org

The Episcopal Church 
of the Good Shepherd

Share the joy of the 
50 days of Easter 

and help us honor our veterans 
at the end of the month

1100 Stockton Street, Jacksonville, FL
904-387-5691 |  www.gsjax.church

Sunday Services:
8 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
10 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II

Happy
H UR

DRINK SPECIALS INCLUDE:
• $1.50 off Draft Beer
• $4.00 House Margarita
• $4.00 Single Well Liquor
• $4.50 House Wine

daily from 3-7pm

1537 MARGARET STREET | OPEN EVERY DAY | 904.355.4434 | Mossfire.com

tHe perfect spot 
for spot...

No need to leave 
your furry friend at 
home- come check 
out our pet-friendly 

outdoor dining!

– South Kitchen + Spirits –

Open Daily at 11AM

Happy Hour 

3PM to 6PM every day + 

10PM to midnight 

Thursday - Saturday

Order online at 
www.south.kitchen

904-475-2362
3638 Park Street

Jacksonville, FL  32205



Martindale-Hubbell's list of 
Top ranked Law Firms

BEST   

The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes great pride in being able
to give back to our community.  The success Pajcic and Pajcic has
had in the courtroom not only benefits our seriously injured clients, but other
deserving members of our community that the law firm cares so much about. 

For more than 40 years The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic represents individuals and families who have suffered serious 
personal injury or wrongful death due to the fault of others. All 12 of our attorneys are  AV rated "preeminent".  
We are one of the few firms on Martindale-Hubbell's list of Top Ranked Law Firms in the Southeastern U.S. to 
receive the perfect 5.0 rating in client satisfaction.

Service.
Experience.

Results.

We take pride in our personal attentive service to clients. 
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904.387.3333 | westdentistry.com

Conveniently located in Historic Riverside / Avondale.
2301 Park Street • Jacksonville, FL • Just 3 Blocks from 5 Points

General Dentistry  •  Cosmetic Dentistry  •  Botox & Juvederm 

904.387.3333 | westdentistry.com

West Dentistry
wishes you a

Happy Mother’s Day.

Without the  love and support 
of our mothers, we wouldn’t be 
who we are today.

To all mothers everywhere, who 
taught us how to brush our teeth, 
we’re sending a great big hug.
Thanks Mom, for all your smiles!

We are committed to you!
At West Dentistry, our goal is to create an exceptional dental experience for our patients. 
We accomplish this by helping you feel completely comfortable in our office. We see only 
one patient at a time, giving you the personalized attention you deserve and getting to 
know you well. We make sure you get to know us, too, building a relationship of trust 
your you throughout your entire time at our Jacksonville dental office. We run on time 
and use advance dental techniques, procedures and materials. Dr. West and our staff are 
committed to continuing education, and we take great pride in providing high quality 
customer care. We treat every patient with honesty and respect, and we’re improving the 
world, one smile at a time.

Our goal is to make sure your smile has what it needs to thrive.

Patricia West before

Dr Jacqueline West, DMD

Member


