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Fleming delights concert-goers
Taking in an “Evening of Grandeur” at the 
Jacksonville Symphony Jan. 20 were Donna 
Parrish, Jennifer Glock and Wendy Davis.

When the forecast in late December indicated snow just outside the reaches of North Florida, San Marco residents Raul and Hillary 
Patton had an idea. �ey took their children, Julia, 4, and Ayla ,7, and six-month-old Andrew, to experience snow for the �rst time in 
nearby Savannah, Georgia. In this photo, Julia and Ayla took a moment to pose with their snowman at the Brice Hotel in historic 
Savannah, where they also made snow angels and played until their hearts’ content.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Perhaps it was too much �nancial wran-
gling, a proposed appointment of a special 
City Council oversight committee, taxpayers 
voicing reluctance to “hold the note,” or a 
less than enthusiastic approval by the 
Downtown Investment Authority (DIA) 
that caused Elements Jacksonville to back 
out of their proposed plan to involve the 
City of Jacksonville in the mixed-use project 
called �e District. 

Regardless of the funding, plans are 
still underway, and have not been altered 
for the proposed 285,000 square feet of 
retail space, 200,000 square feet of office 
space, over 1,500 apartments/condomini-
ums, and a hotel. Elements had announced 
in November 2017 that Marriott would 
put a 200-room AC Hotel on the site.

In a board meeting Jan. 10, DIA CEO 
Aundra Wallace noted the DIA has set 
aside more than $5 million over the past 
three �scal years toward the project. He 
proposed to use $1.86 million to purchase 
the property – formerly the Jacksonville 
Energy Authority’s Southside Generating 
Station, and nearly $3.5 million toward 
public infrastructure costs.

DIA board members did approve the 
deal, but not without concerns voiced 
by three members and by two public 
commenters, Jimmy Hill and Billie Tucker. 
Hill’s argument was the project should 
stand on its own so that the City could 
invest in the Northbank. Tucker, a 
Southbank resident, had an issue with 
Rummell’s seat on the board of directors 

Southbank developers 
still working toward 
property purchase

Read More, Page 6

Read More, Page 12

Treasures sold support local nonpro�ts
Pilot Club Jacksonville’s Gail Pender, Karyl DeSousa, Diana Payne, president, Sherrill 
Casey-Bakai, president-elect, and Georgia Reed were some of the many women who or-
ganized the 69th Annual Charities Antiques and Vintage Show and Sale, which raises 
funds for local nonpro�ts. Visit residentnews.net for more.

Savannah, where they also made snow angels and played until their hearts’ content.

Miramar resident wins science fair, place at Joe Berg seminar
A Miramar resident Ashton Body’s interest 

in science has made her a two-time winner.
A sophomore at �e Episcopal School of 

Jacksonville in the Honors Science Seminar, 
Body was a �rst place winner in the Episcopal 
School’s Science Fair, and was selected to 
participate in the Jacksonville Joe Berg Seminar 
Series 2018-2019, which begins in February.

Body’s project on the breakdown of proteins 
earned her the opportunity to present their 
projects at the Northeast Florida Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair February 4-6.

ASSUMPTION’S ‘GOT TALENT’
Winners of the Assumption Catholic School talent show include violinist Rose 
Ossi; Riley McDaniel, who performed modern dance; Ava Carrillo, who sang to 
accompaniment by Ria Saldajeno on the ukulele, and �rst place winners Jacob 
Soulby, Cooper Lewis, Kalia Smith, Alex Lewis and Charlie Lawrence – a band 
which played the 1981 song “Should I Stay or Should I Go?” by �e Clash. Fine 
Arts Night was held Jan. 25 and included student artwork on display for sale.

Treasures sold support local nonpro�ts

First snow  
excites and delights  
San Marco siblings

Girls’ policy center 
celebrates �ve 
years of saving lives
San Marco residents Laura Lambert, �e 
Honorable Suzanne Bass and The 
Honorable Virginia Norton were among 
nearly 100 who attended the 5th Birthday 
Celebration of the Delores Barr Weaver 
Policy Center Jan. 31. �e nonpro�t, 
located at the Jessie Ball duPont Center 
downtown, has made a di�erence in the 
lives of more than 1800 girls who would 
otherwise have languished in the juvenile 
detention system.

Katie Nicholson, Ashton Body, Julia Downes

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
STUART FL

PERMIT NO 785

IN HOMES BY FEBRUARY 5TH, 2018



2   |   R E S I D E N T  C OM M UN I TY  N EWS R E S I D E N TN EWS. N E T    |    F E B RUA RY  2 0 1 8

In a story on solar energy in our January 2018 issue, we inadvertently 
indicated that the Jacksonville Energy Authority’s SolarSmart program was 
set to launch this coming April when, in fact, it had launched June 1, 2017, 
followed by SolarMax in November.

In the same story, we also noted the JEA’s Northside generating station 
would be retired in 2018, however, it is the St. Johns River Power Park which 
will shut down this year. We sincerely regret the errors.CO
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San Marco neighborhoods win �ght for reduced speed limit
A�er a multi-year e�ort, the Miramar and Colonial Manor neighborhood of 

San Marco will �nally have their speed limit reduced to 20 mph by the City. �e 
neighborhood came together a�er ongoing pedestrian safety concerns about 
speeding motorists cutting through their neighborhood. It took volunteers almost 
a year of going door-to-door to talk to residents and explain the process along 
with townhall meetings. 

�e City will reduce the speed limit on Gadsden, London, Morvenwood, 
Greenridge and Mapleton Roads. Approximately 85 percent of the neighborhood 
supported the e�ort. 

�anks to the generosity of many residents that felt strongly about the matter, 
there will be no cost to any residents as a result of this change. All fees have already 
been paid by numerous anonymous donors. 

It’s great to see the community come together to make such a positive change 
for the safety of pedestrians, kids and family pets.

John Baxter 
Neighborhood Lead

Editor’s Note: �e multi-year process began in 2013, at which time the speed 
limit was 30 mph. Lack of sidewalks, narrow roads used as cut-throughs led to 
safety concerns. A�er City Council enacted an ordinance in 2014 allowing 
neighborhoods to petition for lower residential speed limits, there were many 
individual, unorganized attempts in 2015 and 2016 to lower the speed limits or 
get speed bumps installed in these San Marco neighborhoods. Finally, in 2017, 
volunteers reached out to nearly 400 residents to obtain the required signatures 
and received 85 percent late in the year. �e Jacksonville Sheri� ’s O�ce was to 
begin enforcing the new speed limit late last month.

Letter TO THE Editor
By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

�e owner of the former Aetna building 
is continuing to �ght the proposed devel-
opment by Ventures Development on the 
adjacent vacant property on the Southbank. 

GV-IP Jacksonville Owner LLC is asking 
the Circuit Court to review a decision by 
the Downtown Development Review Board 
that granted several deviations to the plan 
to build a 13-story apartment on a 2.9-acre 
wedge-shaped lot.

Both GV-IP Jacksonville and Baptist Health 
have objected to the project, citing density, 
inadequate parking and increased tra�c in 
an already congested area next to Baptist’s 
emergency room, the Florida East Coast 
Railway tracks and the Acosta Bridge. In its 
petition to the court, GV-IP also said the 
building would block the view of the river.

Last summer DDRB approved the project 
with several deviations and the Downtown 
Investment Authority signed o� on it. �e 
deviations reduced parking spaces from 
559 to 337; change the landscaping along 
the railroad tracks; increased the building 
height from 60 feet to 190 feet; and reduced 
setbacks along the property line and along 
the bulkheads.

GV-IP appealed to the City Council, which 
sent the matter back to DDRB, which again 
approved the project in December.

In the meantime, the former Aetna building 
at 841 Prudential Drive will be getting a new 
identity – One Call Care Management, the 
anchor tenant. One Call has been leasing 
120,000 square feet of the building and is 
expanding to two additional �oors to ac-
commodate a workforce of about 1,200.

Aetna moved its insurance operation to 
Southside Boulevard.

Property owner to take developer to court 
over proposed Southbank high-rise

By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

Truck drivers could soon be getting 
designated routes through Jacksonville to 
help them navigate the city while avoiding 
unnecessary trips down residential streets. 

District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer, who 
represents San Marco, said designated truck 
routes are common in most large cities, but 
this will be a �rst for Jacksonville.

Ordinance 2017-807 would establish 52 
truck routes and 10 alternate routes. Most 
state roads would automatically be truck 
routes, unless speci�cally excluded. �e 
routes would show up on digital maps like 
Google Maps. 

Truck route ordinance would deter neighborhood cut-throughs
Truckers could still make deliveries in 

neighborhoods, but they could be �ned $100 
for using a residential street as a cut-through. 

At least one San Marco resident likes 
the sound of that. Brit Bradley is heading 
up an effort to lower the speed limit on 
River Oaks Road, a popular cut-through 
for transient drivers of cars and trucks 
between Philips Highway and Hendricks 
Avenue. River Oaks is popular with walkers, 
runners and cyclists, and cars are parked 
along the street.

Bradley, who lives on Southwood Lane, 
wants the speed limit lowered from 30 mph 
to 20 mph on the eastern section of River 
Oaks to mirror the speed limit on the section 
west of Hendricks.

She also wants additional speed humps 
– not bumps – installed on River Oaks. Two 
humps were installed in 2008 but Bradley 
said they are too far apart and drivers can 
speed up between them.

Bradley has been working with the City 
Traffic Engineering Department on the 
issue. Boyer is having a public meeting to 
discuss the issue but details have not yet 
been announced.

If 75 percent or 53 of the homeowners 
agree to the changes, the city will install 
four speed-limit signs and a speed hump, 
Bradley said. Homeowners on River Oaks, 
Fieldston Lane, Southwood Lane and 
�ornwood Lane would be required to pay 
50 percent of the cost of the signs, which 

cost $200 each. �at works out to about $6 
per homeowner.

 “I’m an avid runner and I use River Oaks 
as part of my run. �ere is a lot of tra�c, 
especially during commute times when 
tra�c backs up at the light,” Bradley said. 

“Sometimes it’s di�cult to make a le� turn 
on River Oaks because the tra�c is so backed 
up. I’m really hoping the tra�c-calming 
measures will deter the transient drivers.”

Bradley said she likes the idea of desig-
nated truck routes but thinks they would 
need to be enforced by law enforcement 
to be effective. 

�e ordinance is currently under review 
by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities 
Committee.

February Specials
$85 Love is in the Hair*

Package includes:

•  A complimentary treatment
•  Blowout
•  Home-care kit ($185.00 value)
*Client must prebook

Package includes:

•  30 Min Swedish Massage
•  30 Min Relaxing Facial
•  30 Relaxing Hand & Foot Treatment
•  Complimentary glass of wine or champagne

Package includes:

• $100 OFF Hair Extension Services
• $100 OFF Brazilian Blowout

$99 Spoil Your Valentine$100 Off

Packages Expire: February 28th

108 Bartram Oaks Walk Drive, Suite 201, St. Johns, FL 32259 | Mon: 10am-2pm | Tues & Wed: 9am-7pm | Thurs: 9am-8pm | Fri: 9am-7pm | Sat: 9am-5pm

904-899-1234  | www.bartramwalkspa.com

MARRIAGE RE-CONSECRATION SERVICE 
February 9, at 7 pm

L�e is all ��nd in Febru�y... is all ��nd in Febru�y...
and h�efully always.

Come and celebrate all the members of 
the congregation who are celebrating 
anniversaries in 5 year increments.

PICTURED: 
Bernie and Marilyn Datz who are 
celebrating 65 YEARS of wedded bliss. 

CONGREGATION AHAVATH CHESED
8727 San Jose Blvd.  •  (904) 733-7078  •  TheTempleJacksonville.org

Landscape Maintenance & Home Improvement

Call 904-414-1902 Today



Hope starts here, at one of the best children’s hospitals in the country. 
A place with world-class specialists and cutting-edge treatments. Hope 
begins with children like Christian, Claire, Gabe, and the thousands of 
children a year who depend on Wolfson Children’s Hospital for lifesaving 
care. But as a not-for-profit organization, hope also begins with you. 
Support our mission. Give now at HopeStartsHere.com.

WCH 33285 HSH RN Ad_v02.indd   1 10/18/17   3:27 PM
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By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

�e long-awaited construction on the former 
Jackson Square property – now christened 
San Marco Promenade – begins this month 
and may soon be getting a new neighbor.

San Marco Promenade will have 284 
apartments in two four-story buildings 
fronted by a 10,000-square-foot commercial 
building along Philips Highway. �e apart-
ments will include one-, two- and three-bed-
room units with rent starting at $1,000 a 
month. Entrances to the property will be 
on Philips and Mitchell Place.

Construction will begin on the northern 
end of the property and is expected to be 
completed next year. A second phase is 
planned to the south but details have not 
been announced.

The 17.3 acres at 2600 Philips Highway 
was, for years, a Jerry Hamm Chevrolet 
dealership. In 2008 developer Steven Cissel 
had it  rezoned as a planned unit 

Chance Partners begins construction for new San Marco housing
Company also eyeing property to 
north of former Jackson Square

development for 900 apartments and 
350,000 square feet of commercial space 
to be called Jackson Square, then the fi-
nancing for the project fell through during 
the recession. The site was cleared but the 
project was never built. Most recently the 
property was used as a temporary dump 
site for tree debris from Hurricane Irma.

Chance Partners LLC bought the property 
last spring and announced plans to build a 
less-dense $42 million residential community 
with 510 apartments and retail space. 

Chance Partners’ principals Judd Bobilin 
and Jeffrey Rosen have said they hoped 
San Marco Promenade would be a catalyst 
for the blighted area and, to that end, have 
recently released plans for San Marco 
Crossing, a quarter-mile north of the former 
Jackson Square property. 

New residential use for 
under-used property

In January, acting as Chance Olevia 
LLC, they entered a contract to buy 6.82 
acres, owned by Southside Assembly of 
God. North of San Marco Promenade, the 
property is bounded by Kings Avenue, 

the Florida East Coast Railway line, Olevia 
Street and Mitchell Place.

Chance Olevia plans to build San Marco 
Crossing, which includes 331 apartments, 
townhouses, a four-story parking garage 
and pool. Construction is expected to begin 
in early 2019 and be completed in 2020. 

Chance Partners wants to rezone the 
property from Community Commercial 
General and Commercial Office to a Planned 
Unit Development. According to the ap-
plication, submitted Nov. 10, 2017 to Land 
Use and Zoning, the project would be 
designed by Dynamik Design of Atlanta.

Between the two Chance Partners’ prop-
erties on Kings Avenue is a Super 8 Motel 
and Scottish Inns.

A hearing before the Planning Commission 
is scheduled for �ursday, Feb. 8, at 1 p.m. 
at City Hall. If the schedule of public hearing 
dates for zoning holds as planned, a public 
hearing would be held by City Council on 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, followed by a Land Use 
and Zoning hearing on Wednesday, Feb. 21.

Chance Partner also is redeveloping the 
former Commander Apartments and St. 
Johns Village in Avondale into the RiverVue 
Apartments.

Proposed site plan for a multi-family development on a nearly 7-acre parcel in East San Marco.

Lent is the 40-day period  
before Easter.

A time for reflection.
A time to get to know God.

ASH WEDNESDAY

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

February 14
7 a.m., Noon and 7 p.m.

Join us as we 
begin a walk 

into the desert 
with Jesus.

 –  South Kitchen + Spirits  –

DINNER
WEEKEND

And Catering

DINNERDINNER

And Catering NEW

southern classics.  
american standards.

www.southdelivered.com

3638 Park Street, Jacksonville FL

904-475-2362

{NEW} 

www.south.kitchen
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To kick o� the spring gardening season, 
UF/IFAS Extension Duval County will host 

“A Day of Gardening” Saturday, Feb, 24, 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at 1010 N. McDu� Ave. 
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. for a day of gar-
dening topics and shopping with local 
vendors to get ready for the growing season. 

General session topics include Putting 
Out the Welcome Mat for Pollinators, 
and Foraging for Edible & Medicinal 
Plants. For Breakout Session One, choose 
one topic: Managing Tough Weeds, Top 

Tomato Picks, Ideas for Themed Gardens. 
Breakout Session Two topic choices are: 
Mythbusters: Food Labels, Tool Time: 
Sharpening & Maintenance Tips, Storm 
Hardy Trees. 

�e $20 fee includes a light lunch, snacks 
and handouts. �e deadline to register is 
Friday, Feb. 16. To register with a credit 
card go to: www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-
a-day-of-gardening-tickets-41524974316 
or contact Sarah Freeman at sfreeman@
coj.net or (904) 255-7450.

Gardening seminar o�ered at Duval County Extension

By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

Two proposed ordinances currently 
before City Council’s Transportation, 
Energy and Utilities Committee would 
a�ect parking spaces for bikes, motorcycles 
and cars, and the size of sidewalks. 

Under Ordinance 2017-806, on-street 
parking spaces for motorcycles would be 
required to be 7-feet long and 4-feet wide 
(the current rule is 5 x 10 feet).

On-street parallel parking for cars would 
be required to have a minimum width of 
7 feet and a step-out zone of at least 2 feet 
along the curb.

Parking spaces angled at 60 degrees 
would be required to have a 2-foot overhang 
at the curb and a 2-foot step-out zone.

�e ordinance also changes the rules for 
bicyclists, who would be allow to “stop, 

stand or park a bicycle on a sidewalk” as 
long as it doesn’t impede pedestrians or 
other tra�c.

Bicycle racks would be required to 
support the frame in two places and allow 
space for locking wheels and frame.

Bike racks also would be required to be 
conveniently located near buildings, in 
well-lighted areas but not interfere with 
pedestrian tra�c, or block entrances or 
disabled parking spaces. Five feet of 
clearance would be required between a 
rack and a driveway or curb cut.

Ordinance 2017-805 addresses sidewalks, 
increasing the width of new or recon-
structed sidewalks to 6 feet in most areas 
and to 8 feet downtown.

�e ordinance also would require new 
or constructed streets to accommodate 
bicyclists in keeping with city’s 2030 
Comprehensive Plan.

Two bills under consideration 
a�ect parking, sidewalks

By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

San Marco merchants stress about not 
having enough parking spaces for their 
customers. Nearby residents complain 
about the people who park in front of 
their houses because they can’t find spaces 
in San Marco Square. 

And everyone is worried about the impact 
new development — coming in the not-
so-distant future — will have on merchants 
and residents alike.

So, they were interested in the ideas put 
forth at a public meeting Jan. 25 at Preservation 
Hall hosted by the Downtown Investment 
Authority. Roamy Valera, a consultant 
working for consultant Timothy Haahs & 
Associates, is in the midst of a parking study 
of the core city. He has been seeking input 
from residents and merchants in San Marco, 
Riverside/Avondale and Spring�eld.

Parking in historic districts can be both 
a catalyst and challenge, Valera said. 

“It is an asset we need to survive econom-
ically and to support our lifestyles,” he said. 

�e challenge in historic districts is that 
they are land-bound. �e demand for parking 
varies depending on the type of business, 
he said. A dry cleaner needs fewer spaces 
than a restaurant, a movie theater needs 
three-hour parking instead of two-hour.

Valera asked the audience what they 
thought was working. �e response:

• Southside Baptist Church’s willingness 
to share their parking lots.

• Tra�c �ow through the Square.
• �e fact that some storefronts are vacant, 

reducing the demand for parking.
• An upswing in people walking, cycling 

or using ride-sharing services.

City brings in consultant to address 
San Marco Square parking

What isn’t working?

• Zoning regulations that require restaurants 
to have a certain number of spaces based 
on seating capacity.

• Competition for spaces between businesses, 
and businesses and residents.

• The removal of on-street parking on 
Hendricks to accommodate bike lanes. 

• Fears that the shortage of parking will 
drive away customers and businesses.

• Parking on residential streets, which causes 
tra�c jams, property damage, noise and 
blocks access to driveways and sidewalks.

So, what are some possible solutions?

• More shared parking like the arrangement 
San Marco merchants have with Southside 
Baptist Church.

• A centralized parking lot or garage with 
shuttle service to the shopping district.

• Encouraging people who live near the 
Square to walk or cycle. 

• An app that would identify empty parking 
spaces.

• Designated o�-site parking for employees.

Some people think that autonomous 
vehicles will solve the problem by eliminating 
the need for personal vehicles, Valera said, 
but he doubts people will be parting with 
their cars in the immediate future. 

“I think it will be another 10 to 15 years 
before we begin to see that happen,” Valera 
said. “But hotels are already reporting a 
drop in demand for parking.”

Valera said he will be using the material 
gathered in the public meetings to come 
up with recommendations with the Downtown 
Investment Authority.

David Blue, owner of San Marco �eatre, 
said he likes the sound of Valera’s ideas, “but 
it all comes down to the same thing, what’s it 
going to cost and how is it going to be funded.” 

“San Marco Square used to be run down 
but it’s become a vibrant destination that 
everyone wants to come to. �e downside 
is there’s going to be people parking in front 
of your house.”

“The downside is there’s going  
to be people parking in front  

of your house.”
— David Blue, Owner, San Marco Theatre

You can view the ordinances here: http://cityclts.coj.net/coj/cojBillSearchNew.asp?type=PL

CUSTOM  BUILDING - REMODELING
Celebrating 56 Years as 

Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom Builder 

& Remodeler
CBC026189

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!
Residential & Commercial

BREATHTAKING SKYLINE AND 
RIVER VIEWS
• Wrap around balcony 
• High end furnishings included 
• Two secure parking spaces 
• Just minutes from downtowns   

best entertainment venues  
• 2 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/1,337 

square feet
• MLS # 912873 

RIVER BREEZES AND SUNSETS OVER 
THE ST. JOHNS RIVER 
• Recently renovated to highest standards 
•  Exquisite flooring, finishes and fixtures 
• Heated pool 
• Watch kids and pets play in beautiful 
backyard 

• Just minutes from the Bolles School
• 6 Bedrooms/4 & 2 half baths/5,899 sqft
• MLS# 910226

WATCH THE SUNSET FROM 11TH 
STORY BALCONY 
• Panoramic river views 
• Upscale renovation
• 2 car garage 
• Rare opportunity in popular building 
• Enjoy clubhouse, gym, pool and pier
• 3 Bedrooms/2.5 Bathrooms/2,157 
square feet 

• MLS #913566

Proud Supporter of:

Own a Piece of Jacksonville History 
This exquisite historic San Marco home is rich with detail and original architecture. High ceilings and 
spacious rooms adorned with hardwood floors are a few details that will capture your heart. Large, 
beautiful front yard is perfect for watching children play or entertaining guests. Walk out your front 
door to enjoy a morning walk or dinner and a movie in San Marco square. 
5 Bedrooms/4.5 Bathrooms/5,418 square feet. MLS #917192

Epping Forest~ $1,950,000

San Jose ~ $625,000San Marco ~ $399,000

San Marco ~ $425,000

Cell: 904-923-1511
 Office: 904-739-1626

Email: anita@anitavining.com
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, 
Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE IN 
COVETED NEIGHBORHOOD
•  Move in ready 
•  Steps away from bustling San Marco     
 Square

•  Private fenced backyard
•  4 Bedrooms/3 Bathrooms/1,961  
 square feet 

• MLS #918147

AnitaVining.com
Selling the Best 

of Jacksonville...
RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT

AnitaVining.com
Selling the Best 

of
Selling the Best 

of
Selling the Best 

Jacksonville...
Selling the Best 

Jacksonville...
Selling the Best 

San Marco ~ $900,000

Call Anita for information 
on privately listed 

homes for sale.

1983 San Marco Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL

http://cityclts.coj.net/coj/cojBillSearchNew.asp?type=PL 
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Ongoing street flooding 
prevents homeowner 
from hurricane repairs
By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

Alicia McLaren thought the coast was 
clear when the �ood waters from Hurricane 
Irma receded, but her property on Moro 
Avenue in San Marco has �ooded two more 
times since and she wants answers. 

“We had no rain, but the ditches were 
still �lled with water,” McLaren said. “I 
don’t know where the water is coming from. 
I feel like we’re sitting on a bog.”

�e �ooding is delaying repairs to her 
house that was swamped by Irma. “We had 
to rip out the �oors,” she said. “We’ve in-
stalled a sump pump and it keeps pumping 
water. We’ve been there 20 years; something 
has changed but we don’t know what.” 

Several forces are at play, says District 5 
Councilwoman Lori Boyer. 

You might think Irma is now in the history 
books, but storm water from the mega 
storm that slammed Florida in September 
is still draining from the 5,000-square-mile 
basin of the St. Johns River, so the water 
levels continue to be unusually high, and 
higher still during full moons. 

When river levels are that high, Boyer 
said, there is backflow onto land. The city 
has installed pumps at Landon Street and 

A San Marco resident shot this photo from her 
front steps on Moro Street after rain in early 
January.

Nira at Children’s Way. Backflow valves 
were installed last year but they have 
gotten clogged and haven’t been working 
since Irma, Boyer said. The valves are 
located underground and are not easy to 
access for repairs. 

 �e Public Works Department said it is 
working with the valve manufacturer and 
contractor to come up with a �x for the 
problem, according to city spokesperson 
Tia Ford.

Meanwhile, Public Works cleaned out 
drainage lines, which drained the �ood 
water on Moro Street.

Aging Adults

Preliminary applications for competitive grants of $20,000 are now available to 
nonprofit organizations serving older adults and their caregivers in Northeast Florida. 
These applications should focus on work to improve the quality of life for older adults 
by assisting under-served and under-resourced seniors in Duval, Clay, Baker, St. 
Johns and Nassau counties. Preliminary applications are due by March 1, 2018 for 
grants that will begin on September 1, 2018.

Early Childhood – Programmatic

Preliminary applications for competitive Programmatic grants up to $15,000 are now 
available for nonpro�t organizations who serve at-risk children in Duval County from 
birth through pre-Kindergarten by working with parents and/or caregivers. Proposals 
should help build the capacity of providers and childcare workers, bring innovative 
strategies to the community, and provide parent and caregiver education. Applications 
are due by March 8, 2018 for grants that will begin on September 1, 2018.

Visual Art in St. Augustine

Preliminary applications are now available for nonpro�t organizations that promote 
visual art appreciation or education in St. Augustine. Grant proposals of $2,500 to 
$5,000 will be accepted. Proposals for $2,500 or less are called Sponsorships and require 
only a Preliminary Application. Sponsorship applications are accepted at any time 
throughout the year, while funds are still available. Preliminary applications are due 
by April 5, 2018 for grants that begin on September 1, 2018.

The Community Foundation opens 
applications for grants in three areas

Applications are now open for nonpro�t organizations serving aging adults in Northeast 
Florida and young children in Duval County, and for organizations promoting visual art 
and art education in St. Augustine. 

All grantmaking is through �e Community Foundation for Northeast Florida. Applications 
can be found at www.jaxcf.org/receive and are limited to these areas at this time:

at Haskell, which provided the cost estimate for public 
infrastructure development.

Although the developers of �e District are again back 
to seeking investors for the purchase of Southbank property, 
Peter Rummell and Michael Munz said they have made 
progress on other aspects of the $433 million project, which 
they describe as a “new market” for downtown Jacksonville.

“While we have been working diligently on the regulatory 
and approval processes, we have also been working with 
and negotiating with investors, developers and advisors 
to create this new market,” said Munz in an email last 
December to Downtown Investment Authority board 

members, attempting to justify a financial deal structure 
with the DIA and the City of Jacksonville.

In that email to the DIA board Munz also included an 
“alphabet soup” list of items the firm has been working 
on since 2014, when the Jacksonville Energy Authority 
accepted its $18.6 million bid to purchase 30 acres of 
Southbank property adjacent to Duval County Public 
Schools property.

Elements’ to-do list includes master planning and market 
studies; amending the DRI (Development of Regional 
Impact) process to include an NOPC (Notice of Proposed 
Change); obtaining approval for a marina; pad solicitations, 

design and planning; PSA (Purchase and Sale Agreement) 
and LOI (Letter of Intent) negotiations; horizontal site 
work planning, including budgets and timelines; BRSA 
(Brown�elds Site Rehabilitation Agreement) and work 
with the Federal Department of Environmental Protection 
on closure of areas of concern and obtaining certi�cations; 
master developer negotiations, and City of Jacksonville 
Redevelopment Agreement negotiations.

According to Munz, that list of work has cost Elements 
at least $2 million, not including a $250,000 deposit paid 
to JEA to be used toward the purchase of the property, 
which has a July 16, 2018 closing date.

Southbank Developers From Page 1

[

YOUR VALENTINES DAY HEADQUARTERS!

Residential & Commercial  .  24 Hour Service  .  Free Estimates

• Expert Repairs & Re-piping
• Back�ows Installed
• Water Heater Service & Installation

www.TouchtonPlumbing.com  |  (904) 389-9299  |  416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254

STATE CERT. #CFC056489

• TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections
• Under Slab Leaks
• Sewer & Drain Service

• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Shower Pan & Tile Work
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By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

Bonnie Arnold said she never expected 
to get such a wonderful gi� in such a dis-
agreeable way. 

Last September Hurricane Irma destroyed 
her South Shores home and her business, 
Bonnie’s Floral Designs.

“�e water was up to the windowsills,” she 
said. �e river water, infused with sewage 
from a failed JEA sewage treatment plant, 
ebbed and �owed through the house for 
�ve days. A separate building that she used 
for her business was destroyed, too.

Arnold had evacuated with her mini-camper 
to Atlanta. When the �ood waters receded, 
her son was able to get to the house and 
kick in the door. 

“He called me and said, ‘Mom, you’ve got 
to move on. Everything is gone.’”

She was able to salvage a few things – a 
beloved grandmother clock, her diploma 
and family birth certi�cates. But her clothes, 
furniture, family antiques and everything 
else was soaking wet and covered in mold. 
She had to wear a hazardous material suit 
while dragging everything to the curb.

Losing everything she owned at age 76 
was overwhelming at �rst. “You learn the 
cost of things and the value of things that 
are priceless,” she said. “You learn to let 
things go.”

She shared her grief on Facebook and 
help came pouring in, everything from a 
coffee maker to Thomasville furniture, 
including a four-poster bed. Everything she 
needed to set up housekeeping in her new 
place at Alexandria Condominiums a couple 
of miles away.

“I’ve been tested but I know I can survive,” 
Arnold said. “I have more con�dence and 

more peacefulness. I’m happier than I’ve 
been in many years.”

But she still has a mold-invested house, 
built in 1922 on a �ood plain. She bought 
it in 2004 and especially loved the wooded 
lot, but it routinely �ooded during storms 
or unusual high tides. 

�en another gi� arrived in the form of 
a buy-out o�er from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). In the wake 
of Irma, federal money was available to buy 
and demolish as many as 73 homes in South 
Shores. �e program was voluntary; no one 
could be forced out. 

Forty-three people, almost 60 percent 
of the neighborhood, applied for the buy-
outs at pre-Irma appraised values. The 
process can take up to two years to complete 
and people can back out at any time.

District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer said 
the city has received complaints for years 
about nuisance �ooding in South Shores, 
which o�en inundated streets and yards, 

making it di�cult for people and emergency 
vehicles to get to the homes. 

Boyer said several options had been 
considered over the years, including in-
stalling pumps or drainage ponds and 
raising the roads. But pumps and ponds 
are not realistic in such a low-lying area 
and raising the roads would only have 
forced more water onto private property.

�e FEMA buy-outs o�ered a way for 
homeowners to get the money out of their 
property and start over somewhere else, 
Boyer said.

Once the houses are demolished, the land 
will be returned to a natural state. And that 
appeals to Arnold, the �orist. 

“Mother Nature wants it back and I like 
that. I think it’s the right thing to do,” Arnold 
said. “What a beautiful way to take this 
disaster and turn it into something precious. 
I don’t want to be there when they bulldoze 
the house, but I want to see it become 
wetlands again.”

One of 43 residents to accept a FEMA buy-out, Bonnie Arnold had to wear a HAZMAT suit when going through her �ooded South Shores home last September.

FEMA buy-out a gift for South Shores woman who lost everything

“I’ve been tested 
but I know I can 

survive. I have 
more con�dence 

and more 
peacefulness. I’m 
happier than I’ve 

been in many 
years.”

— Bonnie Arnold

Established 1981 • DMS7-G

904.387.4814
www.bwmarineconstruction.com

Dock Repairs
New Construction
Piling Repair & Replacement
Bulkheads
Boat Li Experts
Gazebos & Nature Walks
DDock and Bulkhead 
Inspections

“We Build e Best 
and Fix e Rest”

We are currently enrolling 
students for the  

2018-2019 school year.

Come gr�w
with us!

� Serving ages 18mo. - 4yrs. �
� VPK Provider �

� 8:45am - 12:45pm �
� Extended day until 3:00pm �

6233 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904-737-6698
steppingstonesjax.com

ACSI Accredited  |  License #13445
Stepping Stones Preschool admits students of any 

race, color, national or ethnic origin to all rights, 
privileges, programs and activities generally 

accredited to students at the school

BOOST YOUR
BRAIN POWER
>  CONCENTRATE BETTER
>  SAFEGUARD YOUR MEMORY
>  STAY SHARP LONGER
>  CUT DEMENTIA RISK
>  IMPROVE SPORTS & ACADEMIC 
    PERFORMANCE
>  TREAT DEPRESSION, MIGRAINES,  
    ANXIETY & SLEEP DISORDERS 

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA, INC.

904.646.0054 • BIOFEEDBACKASSOCIATES.COM • MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

VINTAGE U
SO

DINNER AND

02 
17 

18
 

saturday  
february 17, 2018

invites you to 
Join us for our 3rd annual 

fundraising event

645 Oak Street  
Jacksonville, FL 32204

1940’S FRIDAY MUSICALE 1940’S FRIDAY MUSICALE

*a portion of proceeds will be 

donated to the jacksonville USO

tickets 
$75  

per person

come in  
your best 

1940’s 
attire!

Music  
from 

Fascinating 
Rhythm 

Orchestra Featuring  
Harry  

& Sally

PURCHASE  
TICKETS NOW 

CALL 

904.355.7584  
OR ONLINE AT  

FRIDAYMUSICALE.COM
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Registered 12 years ago as a professional 
daycare center called Happy Family, the 
one-story concrete building at 1075 Hendricks 
Ave. was proposed to be razed in 2009. 

In its place was planned a three-story, 
mixed-use development consisting of a 
10,000 square foot restaurant on the �rst 
�oor and 18,000 square feet of leasable o�ce 
space on the second and third �oors.

Instead, for the next nine years the building 
languished. Now it will see new life as a 
daycare center for “fur babies.”

Southbank resident Addie Kasraeian plans 
to open Dogtopia, a franchised open-play 
dog day care center mid-2018. A corporate 
sales director for Bailey’s Health and Fitness, 
it’s not a stretch for Kasraeian to want 
pampered pups in the San Marco area to 
also have a play to run and exercise.

Nearly 4,000 square feet of space will include 
three rooms for di�erent sizes of dogs, and 
an outdoor play area. Dogtopia’s corporate 

New doggy daycare to open before summers ‘dog days’ arrive

Rendering of the west elevation for Dogtopia, to be located at 1075 Hendricks Ave.

focus is all-day, open-play every day, with 
dogs separated by size and temperament.

�e 15-year-old company’s website indicates 
it o�ers live webcams for owners to watch 
their pets; a professionally designed spa; 
supervised playrooms with �oors made 
from compressed rubber to reduce the 
impact on the dogs’ joints and feet; meals 
prepared by the owners’ direction; sound-
proo�ng; and enclosed boarding suites for 
owners who want more privacy for their 
pets during rest times. Some facilities o�er 
overnight stays.

�e Hendricks Avenue property, next to 
Reddi-Arts, is owned by Insetta Family 
Properties.

Review board recommendations

�e proposed project was up for review 
at the Downtown Development Review 
Board’s (DDRB) Jan. 18 meeting, which 
gave conceptual approval to move forward 
with architectural designs. The project 
summary did note six deviations from the 

Downtown Overlay Zone and Downtown 
District Regulations will be required, in-
cluding setback lines, entrances, parking, 
and streetscape designs, among others.

The proposed refurbishment of the 
building maintains the existing setback 
and the project will require the deviation 
to comply with the guideline to provide 
continuous frontage along sidewalks, 
creating a pedestrian-oriented and pedes-
trian-scaled environment.

Existing parking behind the building will 
be demolished with the intent to use that 
space for outdoor exercise. 

�e sta� report also noted lack of an 
entrance from the Louisa Street frontage 
does not meet the guidelines and will require 
another request for deviation. �e application 
notes an entrance from Louisa Street will 
create issues in security and internal circu-
lation, presenting a potential escape hazard.

�e report also indicated additional devi-
ations will be needed for reductions in required 
parking and transparency, location of trash 
and loading areas, and streetscape design.

In the architect’s letter to the DDRB, �omas 
Duke noted parking would be met with eight 
spaces for short-term parking for drop-o�s 
and pick-ups on the Hendricks Avenue side 
,10 on-street spaces on Louisa Street, surface 
parking under the nearby Overland Bridge 
and at the Kings Avenue Skyway station.

To address a requirement for transparency 
on street façades – that is, more glass, less 
solid construction – the applicant is planning 
to add large storefront windows and a large 
glass storefront entrance, as well as graphics 
and landscaping to make the existing blank 
wall more pedestrian friendly.  

As far as landscaping, the architect is re-
questing permission to plant two Sabal pal-
mettos instead of Washingtonia palms along 
the Hendricks Avenue frontage. Additional 
landscaping closer to the building is proposed 
to include crape myrtle, Asiatic jasmine, 
viburnum, and other plants and grasses.

The contractor will be Sweetwater 
Restoration, with landscaping by Donnell 
Landscape Design, and engineering by 
Mechling Engineering & Consulting.

Saturday 8AM
March 24, 2018
Seawalk Pavilion, Jacksonville Beach

1stplacesports.com/races/pawprints5k

Lace up your shoes, leash up your dog and join us for the 2018 Paw Prints in the 
sand Beach Run & Festival.

The Paw Prints in the sand Beach Run & Festival is a unique event that participants 
can enjoy, with or without their dog, on the beautiful beach of Jacksonville Beach.

The Paw Prints in the sand event includes a 5K run/walk, 1-mile fun run/walk, 
and festival with sponsor & vendor booths, live music, food trucks, contests, dog 
demos, dogs available for adoption, activities for kids, massages, raffle prizes and 
a silent auction.

All 5K and 1-mile race registrants will receive a souvenir tech t-shirt and race 
packet filled with goodies for people and pups; the top 5K race finishers will be 
awarded hand-made ceramic dog bowls.

Proceeds raised from the event will bene�t 
nonpro�t St. Francis Animal Hospital to provide 
medical care to family pets in need.

St. Francis Animal Hospital is a not-for-pro�t animal 
hospital providing a�ordable veterinary care to all 
owned pets in the surrounding Jacksonville area. 
For more information about St. Francis Animal 
Hospital, visit www.saintfrancisanimalhospital.org.

904.674.7223
2727 Atlantic Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32207

@saintfrancisjax

REGISTER TODAY!Formerly known as Chariots of Fur

AT THE BRAND NEW
Jacksonville Humane Society

8464 Beach Blvd.

MARCH 3RD @ 9AM

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1103155.1

See just how big your
savings could be.

Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars 
when you put all your policies together under our 
State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM

CALL ME TODAY.

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc 
Matt Carlucci, Agent 

3707 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Bus: 904-399-5544
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LISTED AND SOLD BY US

1840 RIVER RD  –  5br / 4.5ba / 6,214 sqft.

SOLD by Anita Vining! NEW IN 2003.Architectural 
splendor is found throughout this AMAZING home. 
Detail and �nishes incredibly designed by local 
architect. Originally built in 1940’s,and transformed 
in 2003.Solid concrete walls and columns con�rm 
the homes sound construction.

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

913 SORRENTO RD  –  4br / 3.5ba / 4,925 sqft.

SOLD by Anita Vining! Navigate to St. Johns River in 
seconds. Park one or 2 boats at your back door. San 
Marco’s charmer from front entrance to Lake Marco. 
Newly restored and rebuilt in 2002 on double lot. 2 
story family room boasts �oor to ceiling windows 
with breathtaking views.

SOLD

8820 HOLBORN CT  –  1br / 5.5ba / 4,358 sqft.

SOLD by Lynne Ferguson! Walk inside this executive 
two story home and be greeted by soaring ceilings 
and a wall of French doors that open to a lushly 
landscaped private backyard with a covered lanai 
and sparkling pool ideal for entertaining.

SOLD

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 2408  –  2br/2ba/1,667 sqft.

SOLD by Josh Nugent, Zack Williams, and Liz 
Bobeck! Beyond Views, Beyond Luxury, and Beyond 
Fabulous in this Rare Southeast Corner Unit! Clas-
sically redesigned and decorated with the highest 
attention to quality and detail.

$699,000

3134 WELLESLEY SQ – 4br / 4.5ba / 5,963 sqft.

Architectural Masterpiece! Exceptional and 
Incredible details throughout including a glass and 
steel roof in entrance. Walk inside to Grand 2-Story 
Atrium Foyer & presentation Staircase.

$265,000

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 1403 – 1br / 1ba / 1,125 sqft.

BEST PRICE HIGHRISE CONDO IN ALL OF SAN 
MARCO/SOUTHBANK! Enjoy stress free living in 
one of Jacksonville’s premier condo buildings. 
Unit features Italian cherry kitchen cabinets and 
KitchenAid appliances.

$399,000

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD 1501 – 2br/2ba/1,337 sqft.

Luxurious living at its best in this high rise 
condo.. Enjoy the beautiful views of downtown 
Jacksonville and St. John’s River sunsets from the 
wrap around balcony. Catch a water taxi at your 
back door and venture across the river to multiple 
restaurants and Jaguar games.

$849,900

6631 EPPING FOREST WAY N – 
5br / 5ba / 3 ½ba / 6,929 sqft.

Located in the prestigious Epping Forest neighbor-
hood, the former Dupont family estate, this fabu-
lous Mediterranean home has it all. There is room 
for everyone in this elegantly appointed home.

$1.395MM

7004 GAINES CT  –  4br / 4.5ba / 4, 988 sqft.

The only home in Epping Forest that sits atop the 
blu� next to the exquisite DuPont Mansion, this 
home shares the same breathtaking views of the 
formal gardens, the marina, & the St. Johns river. 
Wonderful & livable �oorplan takes advantage of 
the home’s premier location.

$675,000

6740 EPPING FOREST WAY N 101 – 3br / 3ba / 2,854 sqft.

Welcome to one of Jacksonville’s most beautiful & 
secured gated communities,beautiful & desirable 
Epping Forest. The original mansion & winter home 
of Alfred Dupont which still remains as Epping 
Forest Yacht Club.

$645,000

1431 RIVERPLACE 1405 – 2br/2.5ba / 2,123 sqft.

Peninsula Perfection! Private elevator entrance and 
wood �ooring. Large living and dining area with 
wrap balcony to take in the amazing views day and 
night. Custom window treatments with specialized 
roll down shades already in place

$900,000

2311 LAUREL RD – 5br / 4.5ba / 5,418 sqft.

Looking for a special home in San Marco? Look 
no further! ONE OF A KIND! Own this historic and 
famous San Marco Estate home. All brick rich with 
detail and original architectural appointments 
including gorgeous hardwoods.

The #1 Metropolitan  
Real Estate Company  

with Offices in San Marco Square and  
The Shoppes of Avondale

www.SanMarcoHomes.com  |  (904) 739-0717

NMLS ID: 
648915

www.SanMarcoHomes.com  |  (904) 739-0717

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

This is a paid advertisement and does not constitute an endorsement.  15ERM0219.03 EverBank NMLS ID: 399805  © 2014-2015 EverBank. All rights reserved.

© 2018 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH 
A�liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, 
Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

$450,000

2845 POST ST  –  4br / 2.5ba / 2,250 sqft.

Fabulous Full Home Restoration and Renovation! 
Riverside living at it’s �nest. Walk to all of the ex-
citement of the King St entertainment district and 
restaurants. Grand front porch ready for gatherings 
with family and friends.

$445,000

1543 AZALEA TER  –  3br / 2.5ba / 2,396 sqft.

From the wrought iron balcony to the unique brick 
work, this home is full of historic charm. And once 
you step inside, the beautiful renovations will 
charm you even more! The updated kitchen features 
stainless appliances and plenty of storage.

$425,000

4958 ARAPAHOE AVE  –  3br / 3ba / 2,494 sqft.

When you think about your home, what do you 
imagine? A tranquil retreat from the outside world, 
hosting dinner parties, sitting by a cozy �replace 
or cooking a nice meal? This timeless Ortega home 
o�ers the opportunity for all of these!

$384,900

3685 HEDRICK ST  –  3br / 2ba / 1,576 sqft.

This historic 2-story home has been lovingly 
preserved with only two owners. Original amenities 
include wood shake siding , wood �oors, working 
windows, 10’ ceilings, wood paneled sunroom, 
picture molding, baseboards, and ample parking.
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

A�er su�ering standing water and soggy 
grass in their backyards for nearly a year, 
two Madrid Avenue residents are taking 
legal action against the developer of San 
Jose Estates.

On January 26, David and Lynne Robison 
joined their next-door neighbor Kevin 
Conner in hiring a lawyer to notify San 
Jose Estates LLC, the developer of the 
small housing development adjacent to 
their properties, that they intend to take 
legal action unless he immediately fixes 
the drainage system on the site of his 
upcoming development.

For nearly a year, six Madrid Avenue 
homeowners have been unable to use 
their backyards due to standing water 
incurred after the swampy, old-growth 
forest was cleared from land that abuts 
their property. David Robison, who holds 
degrees in civil, electrical, and mechanical 
engineering, claims San Jose Estate’s 
drainage system was incorrectly designed 
and accommodates surface water only. 

Robison said the reason his backyard 
has standing water and spongy grass is 
because Edwards Engineering and Everett 
M. Frye, supervising professional engineer 
for the St. Johns River Water Management 
District (SJRWMD), have failed to take 
into consideration groundwater bubbling 
up from artesian springs beneath the site. 
Edwards Engineering is the firm hired by 
San Jose Estates LLC to design the drainage 
system. SJRWMD issued the permit to 
clear and fill the site. 

“�ey just blew it,” said Robison. “�e 
folks at the St. Johns River Water Management 
District and the engineer completely missed 
it. �eir whole design is based on surface 
water, and that’s why their plan has failed. 
I kept telling them there are artesian springs 
below the property,” he said.

“What they did was fill in the whole area 
with soil that is basically impermeable,” 
Robison continued. “They put a giant plug 
in the middle of all that ground water, 
which used to go underneath all our houses 
and settled two-and-a-half feet lower than 
our property lines. Before they started 

Residents threaten lawsuit unless drainage issue �xed

building this, we never had soggy property. 
Even during Hurricane Matthew, we had 
no standing water. It wasn’t until they 
filled the land that we had problems. It’s 
because of hydraulic pressure from 
Christopher Creek’s high-water table, the 
springs, and rainwater coming down the 
hill. When it hits the impervious soil they 
put in, it causes the water to go into our 
yards keeping them wet. There is so much 
hydraulic pressure the water is physically 
bubbling out of the ground.” 

Robison also contends he has seen “tidal 
movement” in the existing nine-inch 
drainage pipes placed on the easement 
behind his house. After recently having 
his land surveyed, he said he discovered 
San Jose Estates LLC had encroached on 
at least two feet of his property while 
putting in the drainage system.

“We feel we need to notify these people 
as part of the legal process as soon as 
possible,” Robison said. “That will put 
pressure on the St. Johns River Water 
Management District and on the city. The 
City of Jacksonville probably won’t issue 
a building permit if it’s all in litigation. 
We need to get the legal process started 
before they pour concrete, because once 
they do that, in the State of Florida, your 
chances of success dry up rapidly.”  

Robinson said he believes the under-
ground retention pond installed in the 
middle of the San Jose Estates’ site, which 
is called for in the design plan, has been 
installed two and a half feet higher than 
the drain pipe used to drive the local water 
table. He also said the drains in the easement 
between his property and San Jose Estates 
lie a foot and a half too high for his property 
to drain properly. 

Other issues he has with the developer 
include the fact no environmental barriers 
have been installed between his property 
and the new development, allowing pol-
lution – oil and gasoline – to sit in the 
standing water, killing his grass and 
poisoning his dogs. One dog came down 
with giardia after accidentally drinking 
some of the water, said Lynne Robison.

When San Jose Estates raised the level 
of its property at least four feet higher 
than the abutters, the Madrid Avenue 
properties became the lowest points in 
the area. The lakes that have formed have 
become breeding grounds for mosquitoes, 
Robison said.

Robison did not appeal the permit with 
SJRWMD because he believed the city was 
issuing the permit. By the time he was 
informed of this by someone at City Hall, 
the 20-day window for complaints had 

passed and the damage was done, he said. 
Fortunately, he learned about SJRWMD’s 
role in the process in time to appeal San 
Jose Estate’s request to amend the design 
of the drainage system, what he calls a 

“bait and switch.” His complaint caused the 
developer to decide to stick with the original 
plan, he said. “The water district never 
notified any of the abutters of the change 
in land use,” said Robison. “They advertised 
it only in a local newspaper in Palatka.”

Conner said he is upset that heavy mud 
and standing water have soaked more than 
half of his backyard over several months. 
He is also unhappy his fence was removed 
by the San Jose Estates’ contractor when he 
was not home and not restored on his 
property line as promised. Without the 
fence, his dog can no longer run free in his 
backyard safely, he said. Conner also added 
that the developer has never contacted him 
directly, and the site contractor was forced 
by San Jose Estates LLC to renege on the 
promise to restore the fence. 

Meanwhile, threatening to have the 
permits pulled, which it usually doesn’t 
do, the City forced San Jose Estates to 
install a temporary pump while it built 
the permanent drainage system, said 
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer. 

By having a faulty drainage system, 
Robison estimates San Jose Estates LLC 
has devalued his home by $50,000 to $60,000. 
�ere will always be a �ooding issue, he 
said, and if it is not �xed properly, there 
will be friction between his Madrid Avenue 
neighbors and the folks who eventually live 
in San Jose Estates. “�ey will leave us with 
a bunch of lawsuits, and it will be neighbor 
vs. neighbor,” Robison said.

One solution to the problem is for the 
developer to raise the backyards of the 
abutters to the same level as the six much 
higher San Jose Estates home sites, Robison 
said. “They need to raise the elevation of 
all the properties around here and redo 
the fences,” he said, estimating it might 
cost between $35,000 and $40,000 per 
abutting property to fix the situation. “If 
my property is going to flood, theirs needs 
to flood as well.”

Kevin Conner points to the �ooding behind his house due to the development of San Jose Estates.

Continued on page 11

• Wedding Dance Lessons
• Social Dancing
• Healthy Lifestyle
• Meet Exciting People
• Couples & Singles Welcome

(904) 384-8324 • 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 • Jacksonville, FL 32205 • www. ballroomblissdance.com
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Robison’s neighbor, James Black, a Madrid 
Avenue resident for 30 years, said his yard 
was always dry, even during heavy storms, 
until the forest was removed. When a 
previous owner wanted to �ll the land 20 
years ago, Black said his wife, Sheila, com-
plained to the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and the project was halted. In the case of 
San Jose Estates, the trees came down too 
quickly a�er he and his wife �rst spotted 
the San Jose Estates sign, he said. 

“If they do everything legally, I don’t have 
an argument, even though I hate the fact 
the trees have been torn down,” he said, 
noting he is not yet ready to take legal 
action. “I want to see what their next step 
is. As far as I’m concerned, the damage is 
done. If they can put in the drainage system 
properly and my yard is not wet, then I 
don’t have an issue.”

Wet history

It was nearly a year ago that San Jose 
Estates LLC began clearing the six parcels 
in the Christiana Forest subdivision bordering 
San Jose Boulevard near Christopher Creek 
and Nathan Krestul Park. 

In April 2016, San Jose Estates LLC owner 
Feras Mouded, a Fort Caroline realtor, 
purchased the property, which has been 
zoned RD-90, low-density residential with 

90-foot setbacks for more than 30 years, 
and was previously considered unbuildable. 
Tagged by the Jacksonville property appraiser 
as “jurisdictional wetland,” Mouded pur-
chased the land from Christiana Forest SJ 
LLC, a limited liability company registered 
to John R. Reynolds, for $165,000. �e 
property has changed hands four times 
since 2002 and Reynold’s purchased the 
property in 2013 for $48,000, according to 
the Jacksonville property appraiser’s website.

It is Mouded’s intention to build six 
custom-built, “villa” homes ranging in 
price from $435,000 to $840,000, according 
to the San Jose Estates website. The website 
states, “the lifestyle at San Jose Estates 
revolves around the world-class amenities 
at the Epping Forest Yacht &Country Club,” 
and notes a club membership will be in-
cluded with the sale of each parcel. Epping 
Forest Yacht & Country Club lies a short 
distance north of the development across 
San Jose Boulevard.

It was SJRWMD and not the City of 
Jacksonville that gave the go-ahead and 
permit to develop the site, said Boyer. “The 
challenge for this property is that it was 
subdivided into a plat 30 to 50 years ago 
and the six lots have been zoned residential 
for a very long time. No one needed to 
come before the City to get permission for 
rezoning. This project didn’t go through 

the planning commission or the city council 
because it was zoned properly to be used,” 
she said, adding the City does not get in-
volved in boundary line disputes between 
individual homeowners.

Because the site was a wetland, SJRWMD 
issued a permit to fill the site, said Boyer. 

“They regulate from a water-quality 
standpoint and are mainly concerned 
with how filling in the wetland will ulti-
mately impact the water quality. They are 
not focused on flooding,” she said, noting 
SJRWMD allowed San Jose Estates LLC 
to purchase mitigation credits so trees 
can be planted, or swampland put under 
conservation in another area of the St. 
Johns River watershed. 

“The City doesn’t pre-empt the water 
management district. Even though the City 
regulates road drainage when it comes to 
�ooding, it has always taken the position, 
historically, that the St. Johns River Water 
Management District’s permit to �ll pre-
empts our ability to regulate. So, if they gave 
them a permit to �ll, we couldn’t say no to 
it,” Boyer explained. 

“What the City does is fact check. The 
engineer of record designs the system, 
tells the City what the amount of water is 
that flows from the adjacent properties. 
He designs a system to accept that and 
take the water away. The City only verifies 

his calculations but doesn’t have anyone 
go out in the field,” Boyer continued. 

“Ultimately the engineer who turns in the 
plans to the City is signing off on his 
professional license that he has reviewed 
the topography of the area. He is saying 
that he has done the calculations and has 
designed a system that will take all the 
drainage that was previously coming onto 
the site. The City relies on that engineer’s 
professional license.”

Developers who fill in wetlands have a 
responsibility to continue to accept the 
drainage flow from their property to the 
extent it flowed prior to pre-construction, 
Boyer explained. “The developer has an 
obligation to make this right. You can’t 
dam up your property and cause flooding 
on your neighbor’s property that wasn’t 
there before.”

Prior to construction, Site Engineer Gray 
Edwards and Jim O’Nan,  a “coordinator of 
the entitlements of the project,” for San Jose 
Estates, met with nearby residents in Nathan 
Krestul Park, spreading out their site plans 
on a picnic table, said Lynne Robison. “�ey 
assured us our property was going to be 
‘bone dry’ with this plan,” she said.  

“It broke my heart to see all the trees come 
down,” Lynne Robison continued. “But we 

Continued on page 12

Three survey markers in David and Lynne Robison’s backyard show the end of their property line 
on their side of the easement is in standing water.

The new drainage system installed by San Jose Estates developer Feras Mouded didn’t seem to be 
doing the job in mid-January.

CHRISTINE STONE
Professional Organizer

904-536-9306
christinestone@neatlydesigned.com 

@neatlydesigned
neatlydesigned.com
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One of Jacksonville’s most unique and elegant shoppes

• MURANO PAPER WEIGHTS
• STERLING SILVER ITEMS
• PERIOD FURNITURE
• CHANDELIERS
• PERIOD LAMPS

• CHOICE GIFT ITEMS
• FINE CHINA
• ANTIQUE BIRD CAGES
• STERLING TOPPED  

   DRESSER JARS



12   |   R E S I D E N T  C OM M UN I TY  N EWS R E S I D E N TN EWS. N E T    |    F E B RUA RY  2 0 1 8

World-renown soprano leaves 
symphony guests glowing with praise

The Jacksonville Symphony’s “Evening of Grandeur” began with a VIP reception 
before a performance of classical and contemporary works starring guest artist 
Renée Fleming, and conducted by Music Director Courtney Lewis. The GRAMMY-
winning soprano wowed the audience with selections from Strauss, Puccini, Dvořák, 
Lerner & Loewe’s “My Fair Lady,” and George Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess.”

Following the Jan. 20 concert at Jacoby Symphony Hall, guests enjoyed a VIP 
dinner with Lewis and Fleming, who has also received the National Medal of Arts, 
then finished the gala with an after-glow party.
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Melanie Cost Young and Ken Young with Dianne and George Scanlon, Stephanie and Tim Cost

Jonathan Smith and Bonnie Arnold Je� Stone and Rebecca Ryan-Gonzalez Stone

�gured if they were to build here, and it wasn’t 
wetlands, and everything was �ne, well, it’s 
a little disappointing to lose the woods, but 
that’s the way things go. If they were going 
to put nice homes here, that would be �ne, 
but this has been a disaster, and we knew 
it would be from the beginning.”

Engineer admits 
groundwater problem

In an January 16 email to �e Resident, 
Frye said “the district has no reason to 
believe that the permittee does not intend 
to construct the project as authorized by 
the district permit.” �e district has “nu-
merous legal options” and the “statutory 
authority” to enforce the permit, he added. 

“We are committed to resolving any com-
pliance issues related to the district permit.” 

Frye also insisted the drainage system 
design approved in the permit would take 
care of all future drainage issues. 

In response to Robison’s complaints, Frye 
made a site visit January 18 to investigate 
the “standing water matter.” In a January 19 
email to Robison he wrote that he “empa-
thized” with Robison’s feelings about the 

“extended length, messy condition, and 
impact” on his backyard and said he was 
going to do his “level best to keep the engineer 
on task and stress to him that the District 
wants the project to �nish and �nish soon.”

 Frye also wrote that he had met with 
Edwards at the site and agreed that switching 
from ADS (plastic-based) pipe to RCP 
(reinforced concrete) pipe between the 
bypass inlets might do the trick and that 
the drainage system should be �xed in 
several weeks.

“I observed that one section of ADS pipe 
between two inlets ‘�oated’ above ground 

and severed the connection from the inlet 
in your backyard area to the outfall pipe, 
thus causing the standing ankle-deep pool 
in the area. Once the new RCP pipe is 
installed and a continuous connection 
between all the inlets is in place and the 
area sodded and stabilized, I believe things 
in your backyard area will improve dra-
matically. I appreciate the patience you’ve 
shown thus far and contend that the �nish 
line is in sight,” Frye wrote.

However, in an email to Robison six 
days later, Frye went further and seemed 
to agree with Robison’s assessment that 
groundwater is the trouble. He wrote that 
he had discussed the matter further with 
Edwards and decided to install perforated 
pipe to absorb groundwater into the 
by-pass collection system. “This is pretty 
much what you suggested in your email. 
I’m doing my best to press the engineer 
to press his client to finish the job,” Frye 
wrote, noting he had asked the engineer 
for a “completion timeline.”

Robison said he was happy with Frye’s 
admission that the groundwater was the 
problem. “It’s the first time he’s acknowl-
edged the groundwater. I’m glad Everett 
and the engineer have agreed to address 
it. We will have to wait and see how it 
goes,” Robison said. 

In a brief telephone interview, Mouded 
said he “de�nitely” intends to follow the 
civil engineer’s guidelines. “It’s no problem. 
We will do what we have to do for our side 
in the civil engineering to comply with the 
permit,” he said, noting he has no �rm 
timeline for when the homes will be built 
and is “taking it day by day.”

Meanwhile, in an email dated January 24, 
O’Nan said Mouded had selected the property 
for development due to its “good” location. 
He also estimated the drainage problems 
would be �xed “within a week to 10 days.”

Continued from page 11
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RIVERSIDE ARTS MARKET · 715 RIVERSIDE AVE
GENERAL ADMISSION 4-7 P.M. · VIP ADMISSION 3 P.M.
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT COMMUNITY PEDS CARE AND THE RIVERSIDE ROTARY CLUB

FOR TICKETS, INFORMATION AND UPDATES, VISIT US ON FACEBOOKnouracafe.com  |  8am - 9pm
1533 University Bvd W
Jacksonville - Fl 32217

904.739.0033

Catering

Private Parties

Seasonal Menu
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Take-Out

fscjartistseries.org  
(904) 632-5000

PUCCINI’S MADAMA BUTTERFLY 
follows Pinkerton, an American naval 
captain who is exploring the World 
in the name of pleasure. He sets his 
sights on the best and fairest of this 
land: the stunning Japanese beauty 
Cio-Cio-San. What will become of 

Butterfly’s great hope?

FEBRUARY 16
Times-Union Center ÷ 8 p.m

Full Scale Production
International Soloists • Chorus
Beautiful Sets and Costumes 

Full Opera Orchestra

MADAMA
BUTTERFLY

THE OPERA

Teatro Lirico D’Europa



We’re in your neighborhood.

Bruce Homeyer
904.349.1390

Charles & Lorna Anno
904.993.7487
904.485.0675

INTERESTED IN A CAREER
IN REAL ESTATE?

Call today to learn more.

904.421.6920

MEET OUR AGENTS

Gonzalo Mejia
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2970 ST JOHNS AVE #9C

WATSON SAN MARCO COLLECTION

$699,000

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
3,022 sqft.  

You will love this spacious 
3000+ sq foot 9th floor unit 
with ever-changing views in 
Beau Rivage. This striking 
residence, was completely 
renovated with beautiful interior 
finishes will take your breath 
away. Wood plank porcelain tile 
& parquet hard wood anchor 
this beautiful unit. 

904.731.5800

Brick pool home 
on a large lot

1110 Martinique Rd

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Baths
2,226 sqft  /  $248,000

David Butler & Clair Corbett  904.716.7863

Enormous potential on this coveted  
San Jose Forest home

6776 La Loma Dr
5 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths

3,344 sqft / $339,900
904.731.5800

Cul-de-sac townhouse 
conveniently located

 4814 Kingsmeadow Ln
2 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths

1,439 sqft / $132,900
904.731.5800

Love, live and work in downtown.  
Renovated condo

311 W Ashley St #1003
1 Bedrooms / 1 Bath

456 sqft / $58,000
904.731.5800

Enjoy life on the river in this  
penthouse condo

2280 Shepard St #604

3 bedrooms / 3 baths
1,771 sqft / $235,000

David Butler & Clair Corbett  904.716.7863

Great investment opportunity
 1261 Wainwright Dr

3 Bedrooms / 1 Bath
981 sqft / $65,000

Michael Leachman 904.309.2000

Well-designed living space 
filled with upgrades

124 St Johns Forest Blvd
5 bedrooms/ 5 baths
4,051 sqft / $495,000

David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

Neat Well-Kept Cinder Block Home
2426 Clemson Rd

2 Bedrooms / 1 Bath
900 sqft / $125,000

904.731.5800

Welcome home! Beautiful Sawmill 
Lakes property

1117 Pine Mill Ln
4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths

2,106 sqft / $415,000
904.731.5800

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

Congratulations Top Producers December 2017
Top Sales Agent: Joseph Poletto

Top Sales Team: Dream Home Team
Top Lister Agent: Joseph Poletto

Top Lister Team: David & Clair Team
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Liz Reiman
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Michael Leachman
904.309.2000

(Speaks 
German)

Butler/Corbett Team
904.716.7863



A dry crawlspace is vital for your home’s health and for yours

Dehumidify. Dehumidify. Dehumidify.
At the risk of sounding like a broken 

record, Chris Turner of Turners Underseal 
said there’s no better way to restore your 
home to good health and keep it that way 
than to dehumidify it.

Crawlspaces, in particular, are breeding 
grounds for mold and mildew, and can 
make you sick, especially if you have al-
lergies or asthma. But, whether or not 
you’re prone to allergies, contaminants 
from crawlspaces can still irritate your 
eyes, skin, nose, throat, and lungs.

“Just about the only way to maintain a 
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a per-
manently installed, commercial-quality 
dehumidifier, like Turners Underseal 
compact unit,” said Turner, who is passionate 
about health – yours and your home’s.

In Florida, there’s no getting around hu-
midity and, according to Greg Weatherman, 
a top indoor air professional, “Soil is always 
wet, even when it appears to be dry. Water 
from ground sources continuously moves 
through the particles of the soil.”

Fortunately, Turner has the solution to 
keeping a crawlspace nice and dry.

“We install a 6-by-6-foot liner with a 
mounting pad under the commercial de-
humidi�er with an automatic pump, partial 
vent closings and drainage to the outside 

for trouble-free operation,” said Turner, who 
added that since Hurricane Irma, getting 
your crawlspace dry and keeping it that way 
will prevent bad indoor air quality.

With over 30 years’ experience as a certi�ed 
indoor air quality professional, Turner 
knows his stu� when it comes to healthy, 
dry crawlspaces.

“A�er creating healthy, dry crawlspaces 
for years, we’ve found that our dehumidi�er 
systems have resulted in tremendous im-
provements in our clients’ homes,” said Turner.

In addition to affecting your and your 
family’s health, damp air in your crawlspace 
may damage the structure of the home, 

BUSINESS PROFILE

Install a commercial-grade 
dehumidi�er for a much 
dryer home

In addition to the dehumidi�cation system, Turners Underseal also does crawlspace wood sealing and crawlspace liners. For your free crawlspace inspection, contact Chris 
Turner at (904) 903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. or check out Turners Underseal at turnersunderseal.com/

its flooring, your furniture, and items 
stored in a crawlspace. That’s why it’s so 
important to control the relative humidity 
in these areas with a Turners Underseal 
dehumidifier system.

Earlier this year, Katie Penkala of 
Avondale brought Turner in to address 
extreme humidity in her 90-year-old home.

“I called many different companies 
asking for their assistance in fixing the 
problem,” she said. “Every company told 
me that they could not fix the problem 
and that I needed to call someone else.”

That “someone else” was Turner, who 
came to Penkala’s home, and diagnosed 

the problem was the crawlspace. After 
thoroughly explaining the process, the job 
was completed within a week.

“After the first day of having my dehu-
midifier installed, I already have a noticeable 
di�erence in the humidity level,” said Penkala. 
“It has made my drywall stop cracking, my 
carpet is no longer damp, and there are no 
musty odors in my house.”

Penkala went on to say “I am so thankful 
Turners Underseal was able to quickly and 
e�ciently �x a problem that many others 
just passed o�. I would de�nitely recommend 
Turners Underseal to anyone who wants a 
healthier crawlspace and a less humid house.”

“If you keep your crawlspace dry year round, that means you are pumping dry air into your home all the 
time. In Florida, our dehumidi�cation system is the only way to keep it dry!”

— Chris Turner, owner, Turners Underseal

Located in Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552 
(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

LEGAL EXPERTISE, UNQUESTIONED ETHICS, 
UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO OUR CLIENTS

Personal Injury

Criminal Law

Workers’ Comp

Wrongful Death

Social Security

Estate Planning

Civil Law

Family Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Since 1986, we’ve been committed to our local community

1837 HENDRICKS AVENUE | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207

HARRISGUIDI.COM

FREE CONSULTATION

904-777-7777
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A stylist for 18 years, Teri Judalena 
considers herself a true “hepcat.” Coined 
in 1937, the term denotes someone in the 
know regarding fashion, music and art. 
Hepcats is also the name of Judalena’s new 
San Marco hair salon, where the vintage 
decor and music further add to the image. 

�e Jacksonville native is a self-admitted 
history junkie and said San Marco’s 
history, along with its hospitality and 
safety, is why she chose the 1429 San Marco 
Blvd. location to open her own salon.

“I am also an educator for the products 
I use in my ‘clean and free of ’ concept 
salon,” said Judalena. “�is means our 
color line is free of chemicals. All of our 
shampoos, conditioners, and styling 
products are naturally derived as well. 
�is combination is better for us as stylists 
and better for our clients looking for a 
healthier alternative.” 

Judalena said the salon’s atmosphere 
is approachable for men and women, 
and employs two stylists in addition 
to Judalena. For hours and more in-
formation, call (904) 374-1277.

Teri Judalena

New San Marco 
stylist a real ‘hepcat’

Michael A. Wodrich, a long-serving member with Jacksonville 
law �rm Rogers Towers and a Miramar resident, has joined 
Stellar as senior vice president, general counsel. Wodrich will 
also serve on Stellar’s Board of Directors. 

Wodrich’s focus at Stellar, a fully integrated �rm focused on 
design, engineering, construction and mechanical services worldwide, will be risk 
management. While at Rogers Towers, Wodrich represented contractors, architects 
and engineers in contract negotiations with developers, owners and subcontractors. 
His practice also included structuring and negotiating complex business transactions 
for clients in healthcare, commercial real estate and other industries. 

Wodrich, an AV Preeminent-rated attorney by Martindale-Hubbell, received both 
his bachelor’s and doctor of jurisprudence degrees from the University of Florida.

Michael Wodrich

Wodrich joins Stellar as senior 
vice president, general counsel

�e law �rm of Rogers Towers, P.A. announced the promotion 
of two shareholders.

Meg S. Hixon, of Ortega, joined the �rm in 2005 and is a 
member of the Real Estate department. She earned her Juris 
Doctor, with honors, from the University of Florida Levin College 
of Law.

Jason P. Rudderman, of Miramar, joined the �rm in 2012 and 
is a member of the Business and Tax department. He earned his 
Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from Florida State University.

Rogers Towers, P.A., founded in 1905, is a Florida law �rm with 
o�ces in Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Augustine, Amelia 
Island, and Fort Lauderdale. 

Meg Hixon

Jason Rudderman

Two attorneys named 
shareholders at Rogers Towers

The boards of directors for the Jewish 
Federation of Jacksonville and the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Northeast 
Florida unanimously approved the merger 
of the two organizations at separate 
meetings in December 2017.

The Federation was established in 1939 
as a fundraising organization to support 
the local and global Jewish community. 
Alan Margolies has been executive director 
since 1990, and Ken Jacobs was elected 
president for a two-year term in June 2017.

“When it was determined [in 1996] to 
begin a planned giving program for our 
Jewish community and to do this as a 
partnership for the Federation, its major 
local recipient agencies and the syna-
gogues, it was determined that the best way 
to proceed was to establish a separate or-
ganization,” said Margolies. 

The Foundation was established in 
1996 to help donors develop charitable 
giving plans and to ensure synagogues 
and Jewish agencies would exist to provide 

Traditions such as the lighting of the giant outdoor chanukiyah for Chanukkuh are kept alive for 
future generations, thanks to the Jewish Federation of Jacksonville and the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Northeast Florida, which announced a merger.

future generations with the Jewish heritage 
and traditions. 

It was funded in the beginning by the 
Federation, providing perhaps 50 percent 
of the funding and the other partners 
providing together 50 percent, according 
to Margolies. Currently, there are ap-
proximately 100 funds; 30 are permanent 
and the balance are Donor Advised Funds, 
he said.

Sue Nussbaum has served as the foun-
dation president of the board of trustees 
since 2015, and Laura Thompson has been 
interim executive director since July 2016, 
following the departure of Jeff Klein, when 
he took a position with a similar foundation 
in Boca Raton in January 2017.

“In December of 2016, a little more than 
a year ago, leadership of both organizations 
decided it was the right time to take a 
fresh look at what might be the best way, 

going forward, to be responsible for planned 
giving for the Jewish community,” said 
Margolies. “A number of models in other 
cities were explored and together it was 
determined that a merger would be in the 
best interest of the Jewish community.”  

With the merger, the Jewish Federation 
will take responsibility for planned giving, 
with the goal to build upon relationships 
with donors to the annual campaign and 
to do all they can to ensure the future of 
the Jewish community, according to Jacobs, 
in a message to readers of the Jacksonville 
Jewish News.

While conducting a search for a planned 
giving director, the Federation will establish 
a new Planned Giving Development 
Committee to work with the new director. 
Jean Brantley, of the Jewish Foundation, 
has joined the Federation staff during the 
search for a director of planned giving.

P.15
Local Jewish 
agencies agree 
to merge

Sue NussbaumKen Jacobs

Jesse Rain, Realtor®
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Jesse Rain, Jesse Rain, Realtor®
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Today’s market needs experienced agents. 
We Would Love the Opportunity to Help You.

Anne Burpee Rain, Realtor®
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Bolles President and Head of School Dave 
Farace announced last month he will leave 
Bolles’ top administrative post to accept the 
Head of School position at his alma mater, 
Baltimore-based McDonogh School. Farace 
plans to remain in his role at Bolles through 
at least the end of the 2017-18 school year.

“I love everything about Bolles, particularly 
the people – the Board of Trustees is vision 
and mission-driven, the faculty and sta� 
serve children with an abundance of love 
and compassion, our parents and alumni are 
proud ambassadors of the school and the 
students are a tremendous source of joy for 

me,” Farace said in a letter to the Bolles 
community on January 11. “I have a deeply 
rooted personal connection to McDonogh 
and the city of Baltimore – McDonogh is, 
simply put, home.”

�e Bolles School Board of Trustees named 
Farace the school’s eighth Head of School in 
October 2014. Chairman of the Bolles Board 
of Trustees Daniel Rice said the board has 
not yet determined Farace’s last day at Bolles, 
but said he expects Farace to remain in his 
role through the end of this school year. Rice 
said the board will begin the process to select 
a new Head of School in the coming weeks.David Farace

Bolles School Head accepts position in Maryland

Ryan A. Schwartz, chief operating o�cer 
of US Assure and a resident of Miramar, 
has begun a two-year term as chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of �e Community 
Foundation for Northeast Florida. 

Schwartz has been a Foundation trustee 
since 2011 and served as chair of the 
Finance Committee from 2013 through 
2016. Schwartz has also chaired the boards 
of the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 
Jacksonville and the Nonprofit Center of 
Northeast Florida.

Also, two long-time community leaders 
have joined the board for 2018-2020: 
Michael R. Meyers and Julia W. Taylor, 
replacing Trustees Tracey Westbrook and 
Jim Winston, who rotated off the board 
at the end of 2017. Westbrook served for 
11 years and Winston served for five years.

Meyers, trained as a lawyer, is an active 
board member for and trusted advisor to 
many for-profit and not-for-profit orga-
nizations. In 2016, Meyers retired after 

Ryan 
Schwartz

Julia Taylor Michael 
Meyers

Schwartz to lead The Community Foundation board

23 years at Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 
LLP, an international law firm where he 
practiced corporate and finance law, mostly 
in the energy sector. He currently serves 
as the president of the LGBT Community 
Fund for Northeast Florida (an initiative 
of The Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida) and as a board member of the 
ACLU of Florida, and the Peter Michael 
Foundation (a 501(c)(3) focused on prostate 
cancer research and treatment).

Taylor has had an active career in both 
the private and nonpro�t sectors, including 
Director of Community A�airs, UNF College 

of Business and Assistant Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement at UNF; State 
Director of Development, PACE Center for 
Girls, Inc.; and Director, Boutique and 
Agenda, Stein Mart, Inc.

She currently chairs Barnabas Center, 
Inc.’s Endowment Campaign; and is a 
member of the Delores Barr Weaver Policy 
Center Leadership Council and the Board 
of Directors of the Children’s Campaign, 
a statewide advocacy organization. 
Previously, she served as president of the 
Women’s Giving Alliance (also an initiative 
of The Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida) and the Junior League 
of Jacksonville, Inc. 

Meyers and Taylor join Martha Baker, 
Dr. Solomon Brotman, Peggy Bryan, the 
Honorable Brian J. Davis, Michael DuBow, 
Deborah Pass Durham, Barbara Harrell, 
Robert Hill, Jr., Paul Perez, Madeline 
Scales-Taylor, Ryan Schwartz, Richard 
Sisisky and Dori Walton as trustees of The 
Community Foundation.

Former Jacksonville Mayor John Peyton, 
of Miramar, will serve as 2018 JAX Chamber 
chair. Peyton is president of the fami-
ly-founded GATE Petroleum Co., an almost 
60-year-old private diversi�ed company.

Peyton was elected by the JAX Chamber 
Board of Directors on October 14, 2016 
to serve as 2018 Chamber chair. Debbie 
Buckland, market president of BB&T 
personal and business banking and 
mortgage company, is chair-elect this 
year and will serve as chair of the 
Chamber Board in 2019. The Chamber 
traditionally selects its chair more than 
a year in advance. 

In 2017 Peyton led the 2017 Leadership 
Trip and the Chamber’s Board of Governors, 
a larger group of business leaders that 
helps to implement policy and priorities 
set by the Board of Directors. 

Peyton rejoined GATE Petroleum a�er 
leaving City Hall in 2011 and was named 
its president in 2012. Among other 
community activities, Peyton is a former 
chair of the Jacksonville Transportation 
Authority and the Jacksonville Symphony. 
He is a graduate of Mercer University 
and the Harvard Business School Executive 
Education Program.

John Peyton

Former mayor to 
serve as Chamber of 

Commerce Board Chair

THU•02•15 6 to 9 p.m.

BRITISH INVASION:
AN ENGLISH DINNER PARTY 
Round up some mates, dress in your British best, and 
support the reconstruction of the historic Cummer Gardens 
at the next Inspired Palates Dinner Party. Guests will enjoy 
a pub crawl-style evening with a live Beatles cover band, 
activities, beer pairings, and favorite pub cuisine! Proceeds 
will support the reconstruction of the English Gardens.

Registration required by 02•08•18 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION, PLEASE VISIT 
CUMMERMUSEUM.ORG/DINNERPARTY

PRESENTS

LUXURY 
CONSIGNMENT 

at it’s Best!

Consignment
classic unique trendy

C U T

904.900.3816 

@cutconsign

3928 Baymeadows Road, Suite 104
Jacksonville, FL
Hours: Mon-Fri: 10:30am-6pm • Sat: 11am-5pm
Email: CUTconsignment@att.net
. 

4460 Hendricks Avenue | 904.636.7772
openroadbicycles.com

=LOVE
The perfect equation for a happy Valentine’s Day. 
Just bring in this ad and get 10% off any bicycle 
or accessory in stock. Expires 3/3/18. Must present coupon. Excludes sale items.
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�e San Marco and Avondale o�ces of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty welcomed three new 
associates at the beginning of the year.

Joining the Avondale o�ce as a Realtor 
is Vanessa Deap, who joins the brokerage 
with a year of experience and �uency in 
speaking the Khmer language.

Nicole Bishop and Tere Mari have joined 
the San Marco o�ce as Realtors. Before 
becoming a Realtor, Bishop was a local 
business owner – owning and operating 
a cosmetic and beauty store for eight years. 
Mari has a bachelor’s in creative writing 
from Jacksonville University, a Master’s 
of Business Administration from Davenport 
University, and speaks Spanish �uently.

Nicole BishopVanessa DeapTere Mari

Local realty �rm adds  
three to local o�ces Kerrie Slattery, formerly executive director 

of development for Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital and Baptist Neurological Institute, 
was promoted to vice president and chief 
development officer for Baptist Health 
Foundation, e�ective Jan. 1, 2018.

In her new role, Slattery will assume 
executive leadership of the fundraising 
arm of Baptist Health, a locally governed, 
not-for-profit health system, which supports 
and enhances essential programs and 
services at its five hospitals along with 
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center.

“I’m excited to build on the success of 
the Baptist Health Foundation, which 
was created 32 years ago to advance 
charitable giving for the health system’s 
mission to serve patients, their families 
and the community's health care needs,” 
Slattery said. “My goal is to bring con-
tinued growth and purpose to our work 
in the years ahead.”

Slattery succeeds Pierre Allaire, who 
retired as vice president and chief devel-
opment officer for Baptist Health Foundation 

Baptist Health Foundation announces personnel changes

Kerrie Slattery Ryan AliJoanna Blinn

at the end of 2017 but is maintaining a 
transitional role through March 2018.

Ryan Ali joins the Baptist Health Foundation 
as Director of Development for Baptist MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. He will oversee all 
fundraising e�orts for Baptist MD Anderson 
Cancer Center’s new expansion, as well as 
its newly created Art in Healing Endowment. 

“MD Anderson Cancer Center is one of 
the leading cancer care provider in the country, 
and to have an opportunity to work with the 
Baptist Health team to replicate the MD 
Anderson model for our community is the 
ultimate reward,” Ali said. “Baptist MD 
Anderson is truly a gi� to the community 
and unlike anything we have seen before.” 

Prior to his new role at the Baptist 
Health Foundation, Ali was the Director 
of Development for the Cultural Council 
of Greater Jacksonville, leading the or-
ganization’s fundraising and community 
outreach initiatives. 

After five years with Baptist Health 
Foundation supporting Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, Joanna Blinn transitioned to a 

recently created position of director of 
operations for the Foundation. 

In this new role, Blinn hopes to bring 
together all the philanthropic e�orts for 
Baptist Health’s four adult hospitals, Wolfson 
Children’s and Baptist MD Anderson. 

Prior to joining Baptist Health Foundation, 
Blinn worked as the FSCJ Foundation and 
then at Dreams Come True, a local nonpro�t 
that grants dreams for local children battling 
a life-threatening illness. 

“Across the system, we hope to convey 
impact and show how donations make a 
significant difference,” Blinn said. “Our 
donors support underfunded programs. �ey 
enable us to maintain a high level of quality 
of care. �ey help us �ll the void le� by 
funding cuts. Philanthropy is more critical 
now than ever before.”

Martin A. Goetz, River Garden CEO, is celebrating a career 
milestone in 2018 – his 40th anniversary with the Mandarin-area 
nonprofit. Hired in 1978 as the Associate Administrator, Goetz 
became Chief Executive Officer in 2004. 

Goetz is a past member of the Board and Executive Committee 
of the Florida Association of Homes & Services for the Aging 
(FAHSA) and served as its treasurer. In 2001, he received FAHSA’s 
Public Policy Award for advocacy on nursing home litigation 
reform and in 2003 he was the recipient of FAHSA’s Distinguished 
Service Award, the highest award given by the association. In 2007, 
Goetz was presented with the Chairman’s Award by FAHSA in 
recognition of his years of service to the board and its members, 

and in 2008 was elected by FAHSA membership to a three-year 
term in the AAHSA (now LeadingAge) House of Delegates.

In 1994, Goetz was the recipient of the Dr. Herb Shore Young 
Administrator of the Year Award by the Association of Jewish Aging 
Services (AJAS) in Washington, D.C. In 2005, he was elected to the 
AJAS Board of Directors and served as its Board Chair from 2011-2013. 
In 2016, he was presented with the Dr. Herbert Shore Award of Honor.

Goetz served as a member of the Community Advisory Board 
for Av-Med Health Systems (2002 – 2006), a statewide managed 
healthcare organization with a central o�ce in Gainesville, Florida. 
He has also served as a member of the Dean’s Advisory Council 
at the University of North Florida College Of Health in Jacksonville.
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Martin Goetz

River Garden a ‘career home’ for CEO

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Let Us Manage Your 
Investment Property for You!

Our Services...

904-853-6624 (Office)     |     LegendsRentals@gmail.com      |     PropertyManagementLegends.com

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®
904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®

904-626-9900
florida_legends@bellsouth.net

6750 Epping Forest Way North, Villa 101 - �is 
spectacular penthouse villa in Epping Forest features 
living, dining, family, media and river rooms – perfect for 
entertaining with breathtaking views of the St. Johns River. 
Separate owner’s wing with his and her baths, water closet 
and two very large walk-in closets completes this three 
bedroom, four full and two half bath condominium with 
over 4,700 square feet. $2,200,000

1607 Geraldine Drive – �is adorable brick home in a 
welcoming, family-friendly neighborhood features three 
bedrooms; two baths; over 1,800 square feet; hardwood 
and tile �oors throughout; plus living, dining and family 
rooms. �e two-car garage has many shelves and a utility 
sink - it was a �rst class work shop for the previous owner! 
�e two-car carport adds protected o�-street parking for 
all the family. $285,000

With �e Legends of Real Estate East Coast 
Property Management, you can set your mind 
at ease, letting the professionals take care of 
your investment property on your behalf!

  Full Service Property    
      Management 
  Long-term and  

 Short-term Rentals 
  Vacation Rentals 
  Investment Properties 
  Corporate Housing  

  Relocation Services 
  Golf Course, Waterfront,  

 and Oceanfront Views 
  Luxury Homes and   

Condominiums 
  Available 7 days a week for  

tenants and property owners 
 

  Local o�ces means we can     
      visit your property quickly  
      when needed 
  Coordinate and Supervise    
      Maintenance and  
      Emergency Repairs
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Abilities in Art began in 2014 to help raise disability awareness and provide an op-
portunity for the community  to come together to create art using wheelchairs. The 
5th Annual Abilities in Art was held Jan. 20 at Riverside Arts Market, where visitors 
were invited to hop on a wheelchair and zip down a canvas, leaving paint tracks in a 
pattern. Placing the canvas on a slight incline also showed participants how difficult 
it can be for a disable person to move a wheelchair up a ramp.

“We use this forum to sign up new volunteers and introduce the general public to the 
programs and services provided at the ILRC [Independent Living Resource Center],” 
said Beth Meyer, Director of Development. “We also use this forum to create interest 
in the Mystery Trip Suitcase Party, which is on March 3rd and where we will sell the 
artwork created at Abilities in Art.

Abilities in Art 
Raising awareness for disabled residents
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Left, Terry Duke, The ILRC operations assistant, and Director of Development Beth Meyer, right, 
paint wheels before Mackenzie Padgett takes her turn at creating wheelchair art at Abilities in Art, 
Jan. 20 at Riverside Arts Market.

Grayson Neely, a third-grade student at River 
City Science Academy

 The ILRC’s interpreter, Johanna Neely, with her 
daughter, Lexi, sign “I love you,” before heading 
down the canvas at Abilities in Art.

Margarita Maldonado, director of programs 
and services at The ILRC, helps Bella Dorthalina 
create wheelchair art on a canvas at Riverside 
Arts Market.

Fabian Solano supports The ILRC at Abilities in 
Art, Jan. 20 at Riverside Arts Market.

Frisbee flinging isn’t just for Fido nor is 
it a sport for the fearful. As strenuous as 
soccer, Ultimate (as it is officially known) 
uses hands instead of knees or feet to 
advance the ball, but there’s just as many 
opportunities to hit the ground.

Jacksonville Ultimate League has been 
around since at least 2004, although it 
officially organized as a nonprofit in 2012 
and over the years has accumulated as 
many as 800 unique players, according to 
Matt Bishop, league president.

For the past several years, the league 
has hosted a gala to raise funds to put 
high school leagues into Duval County 
private, public and charter schools. This 
year the 3rd Annual Gala to Benefit 

Youth Ultimate in Jacksonville was held 
Jan. 27 at Intuition Ale Works, with all 
proceeds going to subsidize an upcoming 
high school league and other youth 
clinics/events.

“We run the youth league so it’s as af-
fordable as possible for the youth and, by 
extension, their families,” said Bishop. 

“The revenue brought in from the gala 
helps defer costs we have for insurance, 
fields, supplies, and more. A typical league 
season costs several thousand dollars to 
run. Teams are still forming but we hope 
to have between six and eight this spring.”

�e gala included a Best Bow Tie com-
petition, giant Jenga and cornhole games, 
photo booth, and trophy presentation.

Annual gala bene�ts Youth Ultimate

Arts Market.

Ultimate League President Matt Bishop with 
William Kilgannon

Michael Raulerson and Mandy Rypkema

Joe Rawlinson and Megan Johnson

904-387-5538 | 4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville 
www.OrtegaLanding.com | Office@OrtegaLanding.com 

Elegant Event Space Available
Your Neighb�hood Loop

DINE IN, TAKE OUT, & CATERING

904-399-5667  |  2014 SAN MARCO BLVD
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‘Continental’ dinner series benefits Cummer Gardens reconstruction

�e �rst of three unique dinner parties 
to bene�t reconstruction of the Cummer 
Gardens, heavily damaged in September  
2017 by Hurricane Irma, was held Jan. 11 
to a sold-out crowd of 180 diners. 

La Dolce Vita – �e Sweet Life – began 
with a VIP tour of art selected to complement 
the seated, family-style Italian dining expe-
rience. Chicken caprese and a porcini 
mushroom and veal ragu were the o�ered 
entrée choices.

Sponsors included Jim and Joan Van Vleck, 
Inspired Palates Dinner Series Presenting 
Sponsor; Lory Doolittle, Helen Lane, Joannie 

and Russell Newton, Italian Dinner Partners; 
Carolyn M. Lindsay, Mary Pietan, Tom and 
Stephanie Welchans, Italian Dinner Underwriters. 

“�e Dinner Party series is a wonderful 
way to gather the Cummer family to support 
the museum and help the reconstruction of 
our beloved historic gardens,” said Joannie 
Newton. “It was lovely to see long-time and 
new supporters at this new event!”

�is �rst bene�t, in honor of the Cummer’s 
Italian Garden, will be followed by “British 
Invasion,” an English dinner party, �ursday, 
Feb. 15, and “South Hampton,” a New York 
dinner party on �ursday, Mar. 15.

20

Delicious Destinations delivers funds for community outreach

A�er a four-month postponement, the 
16th Annual Delicious Destinations was 
held Jan. 6, at the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, 
a founding partner, along with Southern 
Glazer’s Wine and Spirits in partnership 
with Miller Electric, W.W. Gay Mechanical 
Contractor, Wells Fargo, Bank of America 
and Merrill Lynch.

 Event chairs for the program themed 
“Come Sail Away” were Sala and Ash Pradhan, 
M.D., Mollie and W.E. “Billy” Sumner III, 
M.D., and Amy and Steven Wacaster.

The celebration of inspired food and 
notable wines benefited St. Vincent’s 

HealthCare’s community outreach programs, 
which provide free medical care for un-
derprivileged children and adults throughout 
the area. 

An exclusive VIP reception recognized 
the sponsors who support the critical 
mission of St. Vincent’s, and was followed 
by the premier food and wine event, live 
auction, and recognition of the chefs. Wine 
educator Julie Pepi was on hand during a 
special wine tasting to discuss wines donated 
by Southern Glazer’s. More than 180 wines 
were provided to accompany a stellar array 
of dishes prepared by 13 celebrity chefs.

Maribeth and Ryan Ashley  
with Matt and Jessica Crews

Brent Zimmerman with  
Tray Davis and Henry Brown

Ash Pradhan, M.D. and his wife, Sala, Amy and  
Steven Wacaster, Mollie and William Sumner, M.D.

Emily Valaer and 
Michael Leslie

Velma Monteiro-Tribble 
and Annmarie Knight

Gigi Feazell, Jayne Jeney, and Linda Cooper

Lori Ann and Ron Whittington Sheila Russo with Gail and Ken Rowles, Bonnie Foster

Mary Carr Patton and Martha Barrett

Baseball executive draws large crowd at Florida Forum

Baseball executive �eo Epstein, president 
of baseball operations for the Chicago Cubs, 
was the Florida Forum’s second keynote speaker 
in its 2017-2018 series, held Jan. 16 at the 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts. 

Epstein, who led the Cubs in 2016 to their 
�rst World Series title in 108 years, drew 
1,300 to the lecture, which was moderated 
by Tim Cost, president of Jacksonville 
University; an estimated 350 attended the 
reception following.

 Epstein and his twin brother, Paul, started 
a foundation, called Foundation To Be Named 
Later, which has raised $7.3 million to help 

disadvantaged youth in Chicago, and in Boston, 
where Epstein was the General Manager for 
the Boston Red Sox, the youngest GM in the 
history of the MLB. He also led the Red Sox 
to World Series victories in 2004, their �rst 
in 86 years, and again in 2007.

�e Florida Forum Speaker Series concludes 
on March 5 with Ambassador Caroline 
Kennedy. For more information, visit �e 
Women’s Board website at womensboard-
wolfsonchildrenshospital.com. For more 
information and to purchase tickets, visit 
�e Women’s Board website at womensboard-
wolfsonchildrenshospital.com.
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Katie and Dan Dearing with Kelley and Steve Kunz

Hunt and Janet Reagor Patricia Ross, Beth Langley and 
Kendra McCrary

Dominic Gonzalez, Kia Nord and 
Kenny Ortiz

Kevin and Jennifer Ancelin

Culinary delights, original art 
showcase students’ abilities

Spirits couldn’t be dampened by the 
weather as over 300 students, families and 
supporters of North Florida School of 
Special Education gathered under tents on 
the campus for the annual Dinner on the 
Farm fundraiser Jan. 28.

The school’s transition and post-grad 
students prepared and served a delightful 
dinner, and guests browsed artwork created 
by students. Live music and a raffle topped 
the evening which benefited Berry Good 
Farms, a self-sustaining microenterprise. 
Event sponsors included Live Oak 
Contracting, EverBank, City of Jacksonville’s 
Disabled Services Division, Rayonier 
Advanced Materials, VyStar Credit Union, 
Summit Construction Group and J.E. 
Abercrombie, Inc.

Former Mayor John Peyton  
with Janet and John Haley

Monica Jacoby and Laurie Dubow,  
with Marilyn Carpenter

Ab Deshmukh, Jena Cawley,  
Kristen and Tom Majdanics

Elise Nowikowski  
and Matt Carlucci

Emily Abood and 
Melody Pendlebury

Robert Harris and Paola Parra Harris  
with Sarah and Bert Brown

Join Us for the 2018 
Children’s Champion Awards Gala

The Honorable

John A. Delaney
President,  

University of North Florida

February 22, 2018, 6 to 9 p.m.
Omni Jacksonville Hotel

Visit ECS4Kids.org or call 904-674-6284 for tickets or tables.

HONORING

Bene�ting Episcopal Children’s Services – providing early 
childhood education services for more than 50 years.

Corporate Honoree

Richard G. Skinner, Jr. M.D.
Pediatrician and  

Early Learning Pioneer

Dr. Nathaniel Glover
President,  

Edward Waters College

OYSTER
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are ® trademarks.
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‘Continental’ dinner series benefits Cummer Gardens reconstruction

�e �rst of three unique dinner parties 
to bene�t reconstruction of the Cummer 
Gardens, heavily damaged in September  
2017 by Hurricane Irma, was held Jan. 11 
to a sold-out crowd of 180 diners. 

La Dolce Vita – �e Sweet Life – began 
with a VIP tour of art selected to complement 
the seated, family-style Italian dining expe-
rience. Chicken caprese and a porcini 
mushroom and veal ragu were the o�ered 
entrée choices.

Sponsors included Jim and Joan Van Vleck, 
Inspired Palates Dinner Series Presenting 
Sponsor; Lory Doolittle, Helen Lane, Joannie 

and Russell Newton, Italian Dinner Partners; 
Carolyn M. Lindsay, Mary Pietan, Tom and 
Stephanie Welchans, Italian Dinner Underwriters. 

“�e Dinner Party series is a wonderful 
way to gather the Cummer family to support 
the museum and help the reconstruction of 
our beloved historic gardens,” said Joannie 
Newton. “It was lovely to see long-time and 
new supporters at this new event!”

�is �rst bene�t, in honor of the Cummer’s 
Italian Garden, will be followed by “British 
Invasion,” an English dinner party, �ursday, 
Feb. 15, and “South Hampton,” a New York 
dinner party on �ursday, Mar. 15.

Delicious Destinations delivers funds for community outreach

A�er a four-month postponement, the 
16th Annual Delicious Destinations was 
held Jan. 6, at the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, 
a founding partner, along with Southern 
Glazer’s Wine and Spirits in partnership 
with Miller Electric, W.W. Gay Mechanical 
Contractor, Wells Fargo, Bank of America 
and Merrill Lynch.

 Event chairs for the program themed 
“Come Sail Away” were Sala and Ash Pradhan, 
M.D., Mollie and W.E. “Billy” Sumner III, 
M.D., and Amy and Steven Wacaster.

The celebration of inspired food and 
notable wines benefited St. Vincent’s 

HealthCare’s community outreach programs, 
which provide free medical care for un-
derprivileged children and adults throughout 
the area. 

An exclusive VIP reception recognized 
the sponsors who support the critical 
mission of St. Vincent’s, and was followed 
by the premier food and wine event, live 
auction, and recognition of the chefs. Wine 
educator Julie Pepi was on hand during a 
special wine tasting to discuss wines donated 
by Southern Glazer’s. More than 180 wines 
were provided to accompany a stellar array 
of dishes prepared by 13 celebrity chefs.

R E G I S T E R

Maribeth and Ryan Ashley  
with Matt and Jessica Crews

Brent Zimmerman with  
Tray Davis and Henry Brown

Ash Pradhan, M.D. and his wife, Sala, Amy and  
Steven Wacaster, Mollie and William Sumner, M.D.

Emily Valaer and 
Michael Leslie

Velma Monteiro-Tribble 
and Annmarie Knight

Gigi Feazell, Jayne Jeney, and Linda Cooper

Lori Ann and Ron Whittington Sheila Russo with Gail and Ken Rowles, Bonnie Foster

Mary Carr Patton and Martha Barrett

Baseball executive draws large crowd at Florida Forum

Baseball executive �eo Epstein, president 
of baseball operations for the Chicago Cubs, 
was the Florida Forum’s second keynote speaker 
in its 2017-2018 series, held Jan. 16 at the 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts. 

Epstein, who led the Cubs in 2016 to their 
�rst World Series title in 108 years, drew 
1,300 to the lecture, which was moderated 
by Tim Cost, president of Jacksonville 
University; an estimated 350 attended the 
reception following.

 Epstein and his twin brother, Paul, started 
a foundation, called Foundation To Be Named 
Later, which has raised $7.3 million to help 

disadvantaged youth in Chicago, and in Boston, 
where Epstein was the General Manager for 
the Boston Red Sox, the youngest GM in the 
history of the MLB. He also led the Red Sox 
to World Series victories in 2004, their �rst 
in 86 years, and again in 2007.

�e Florida Forum Speaker Series concludes 
on March 5 with Ambassador Caroline 
Kennedy. For more information, visit �e 
Women’s Board website at womensboard-
wolfsonchildrenshospital.com. For more 
information and to purchase tickets, visit 
�e Women’s Board website at womensboard-
wolfsonchildrenshospital.com.

Katie and Dan Dearing with Kelley and Steve Kunz

Hunt and Janet Reagor Patricia Ross, Beth Langley and 
Kendra McCrary

Dominic Gonzalez, Kia Nord and 
Kenny Ortiz

Kevin and Jennifer Ancelin

Culinary delights, original art 
showcase students’ abilities

Spirits couldn’t be dampened by the 
weather as over 300 students, families and 
supporters of North Florida School of 
Special Education gathered under tents on 
the campus for the annual Dinner on the 
Farm fundraiser Jan. 28.

The school’s transition and post-grad 
students prepared and served a delightful 
dinner, and guests browsed artwork created 
by students. Live music and a raffle topped 
the evening which benefited Berry Good 
Farms, a self-sustaining microenterprise. 
Event sponsors included Live Oak 
Contracting, EverBank, City of Jacksonville’s 
Disabled Services Division, Rayonier 
Advanced Materials, VyStar Credit Union, 
Summit Construction Group and J.E. 
Abercrombie, Inc.

Former Mayor John Peyton  
with Janet and John Haley

Monica Jacoby and Laurie Dubow,  
with Marilyn Carpenter

Ab Deshmukh, Jena Cawley,  
Kristen and Tom Majdanics

Elise Nowikowski  
and Matt Carlucci

Emily Abood and 
Melody Pendlebury

Robert Harris and Paola Parra Harris  
with Sarah and Bert Brown

R E G I S T E R
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The location, the style, the feeling you get when you 
walk through the door – every aspect of your home 
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Your best life begins with a home that inspires you.
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THERE’S A LOT TO LOVE THIS MONTH 
AT O’STEEN VOLVO 

KEEPING FAMILIES SAFE FOR GENERATONS

2018 S90 T5 MOMEMTUM 
$459/39 MONTH -  10K MILES /$4,000 DOWN (V7361)

2017 S60 T5 INSCRIPTION 
$289/39 MONTH - 10K MILES /$4,000 DOWN (V6938)

No security deposit required with approved Tier 1 credit through VCFS. Sales tax and $598.50 dealer fee not included. 
See dealer for details. Offer expires February 28, 2018.

10863 PHILIPS HIGHWAY
JACKSONVILLE, FL
904-396-5486
OSTEENVOLVO.COM

O’STEEN VOLVO CARS OF JACKSONVILLE
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Rev. Bruce Jones, Southside United Methodist 
Church, with Denise Lee, City of Jacksonville 
Fight Blight Director, at the MLK Breakfast Jan. 12.

Decorated Montford Point Marines George Gillis, retired Marine Master Sergeant, Jordan McIvory, 
WW II veteran, Alpha P. Gainous, WW II Sta� Sergeant, and Ronald Jackson.

Approximately 800 volunteers and several community partners 
joined United Way of Northeast Florida and Wells Fargo for the 
Fourth Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 15. 
Sponsored by Wells Fargo, the event featured 27 service projects 
across Northeast Florida in Spring�eld, New Town, Arlington, 
East and Northwest Jacksonville, and St. Johns County. Projects 
included enhancing neighborhoods, building educational trails, 
improving school facilities and informing neighbors about how 
to strengthen their �nancial stability. (Photos by Jeremy Paterno)

Neighborhoods enhanced 
through Day of Service

Volunteers of all ages participated in family-friendly 
projects during United Way of Northeast Florida’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 15.

Hundreds of Wells Fargo employees volunteered during United Way of 
Northeast Florida’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 15. Wells 
Fargo is the lead sponsor of this Day of Service event.

Groundwork Jacksonville kicked o� its year-long project to create a 
community-inspired mosaic in the Sugar Hill neighborhood with the 
help of volunteers during United Way of Northeast Florida’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 15.

An image of the United States was refreshed by volunteers at St. Clair 
Evans Elementary during United Way of Northeast Florida’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service Jan. 15.

Colorful images were painted on playground 
sidewalks by volunteers during United Way of 
Northeast Florida’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
of Service Jan. 15.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s only visit to 
Jacksonville, Florida was not planned, nor 
was it a positive experience 54 years ago. 

Arrested for stopping to eat at a “whites-
only” restaurant in St. Augustine on June 
11, 1964, King was transferred to the Duval 
County Jail after spending a night in jail 
in St. Johns County. His hearing was held 
before a Grand Jury at the Federal court-
house in Jacksonville. 

In St. Augustine during its 400th anni-
versary, King and others were there to 
gain support for the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. On June 18, after being arrested for 
protesting segregation at a motor lodge, 
the Grand Jury asked them to leave St. 
Augustine for one month to diffuse the 
racially tense situation, but they remained 
there until July 1.

The Civil Rights Act was signed July 2, 
1964, with Dr. King attending. He was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on Dec. 
10, 1964.

Fifty years after his death (April 4, 
1968), Jacksonville commemorated King’s 
birth (Jan. 15, 1929) beginning with the 
31st Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Breakfast, Jan. 12 at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center. 

Three young people were recognized 
as Tomorrow’s Leaders, selected on the 
basis of an essay. Jerome Singleton, a 
fifth-grader at R.V. Daniels Elementary 
School, Kaila Skeen, an eighth-grader at 
Kirby Smith Middle School, and Kehinde 

Daniel Sogbesan, a 10th-grader at The 
Bolles School, were honored for exempli-
fying the ideals and principles of Dr. King.

In her remarks about the breakfast’s 
theme “Lifting the Legacy,” keynote speaker 
Vernice “FlyGirl” Armour said “Before 
we lift up the legacy, we have to stand up!” 
and “We have so much power and possi-
bility, but the question is ‘what are we 
going to do with it beyond today?’ It’s not 
just about one day, it’s about every day.”

On Jan. 15, after a wreath-laying ceremony, 
the 37th annual parade was held Downtown, 
followed by a celebration in Hemming 
Park. Also on Jan. 15, hundreds volunteered 
across Jacksonville to spruce up schools 
and neighborhoods as part of the 2018 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

City honors legacy of King at inspirational annual events

Anne-Marie Knight, Mayo Clinic community 
relations administrator, with Nicole Thomas, 
president of Baptist Health South, at the MLK 
Breakfast Jan. 12.

Tayloe McDonald, Delores Barr Weaver Policy 
Center, with Bishop Rudolph McKissick Sr. and 
Kristin Murray at the MLK Breakfast Jan. 12.

Replace with larger

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.
president of Baptist Health South, at the MLK 
Breakfast Jan. 12.
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4631 Arlon Lane  4 Bd/2.5 Ba  
2,657 sf  |  $415,000

1543 Azalea Terrace  3 Bd/2.5 Ba 
2,396 sf  |  $445,000

Fresh on The Market 
in Avondale and 

Ortega Forest
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‘Re�ned’ low-country boil 
draws rowing club supporters

�ere couldn’t be anything more appropriate for the First 
Coast Rowing Club’s gala than dancing to bluegrass tunes from 
Cain’t Never Could at “A Night on the Riverbank – A re�ned 
low-country boil,” held Jan. 27 at the Ortega River Club.

Originally planned for last September, Hurricane Irma had 
other plans for the former Stanton River Bank Rowing orga-
nization. With a new club name and a new date, the annual 
fundraiser drew guests from all over Northeast Florida in 
support of the medal-winning rowing club.

Founded in 1990 to help children establish strong character, 
learn life skills and develop physically and emotionally through 
the sport of rowing, the nonpro�t has won numerous local, 
state, regional and national championships.
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Carol Grimes, Jane Condon  
and Jeanne Chambliss

Keith and Claudia Portell with Dorothy and Bob Waggoner

Karen Allen, Chris Allen Marme Kopp, Sandra 
and Joseph Coyle 

Lowkey networking over o�cial business at JAX Chamber ‘meeting’
Perhaps not a lot of o�cial business occurs 

at the JAX Chamber’s annual meeting, but 
a tremendous amount of networking among 
the region’s business leaders took place at 
the 133rd annual meeting held Jan. 25 at 
the Doro District. “A�er 133 years, we still 
call it a meeting – but let's be honest, it’s 
really a party,” said the invitation.

With both indoor and outdoor venues, 
Chamber members and guests mingled to 
live music from �e Firewater Tent Revival 
as they enjoyed signature cocktails from 
Manifest Distilling and cra� beer from Intuition 
Ale Works, and food from local restaurants.

Sponsors of the meeting, er…party, were 
Girl Scouts of Gateway Council, Gresham, 
Smith and Partners, JAXPORT, and PRI 
Productions.

Event sponsor Girl Scouts of Gateway Council’s Bridgette Jones, Girl 
Scout Troop Support Coordinator with Courtney Horton and Heather 
Persampieri, both with Girl Scout Community Engagement

Chuck Shealy, LISC Lending Program O�cer 
with Downtown Vision’s CEO, Jake Gordon

JAX Chamber Chair-elect Debbie Buckland 
with Kelly Pourciau, Chamber COO

Rebekah Hagan, CenterState Bank’s Wally Barrs with Paul Woods of the 
Monique Burr Foundation, and Rebecca Davis

Valerie Beaubrun, manager of St. Johns Town Center, with Lyndsay 
Rossman, Manisha Joshi and Julie Ryan

6612 San Juan Ave.  |  904-786-5424 
Tues-Sat 9-5:30

www.viktorspayless.com
Swing by today and browse one of 

Jacksonville’s best kept secrets!

A little bit of everything.

Viktors-adp-portfolio.indd   1 10/27/17   2:06 PM

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE  
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES 
SUCH AS:

  Broken Pipes        Damaged Faucets 
  Leaks        Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks     
  Broken or Overflowing Toilets

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
  Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping       Emergency Plumbing Services
  Water Heater Service & Installation       Sewer & Drain Service
  Drain Cleaning/Stoppages       Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

$25.00 OFF Get $25 OFF your service.  
Call any Weekday in February.

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy! 
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. 
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.  
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires February 28, 2018.

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL  •  PERSONALIZED SERVICE

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.com
STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597
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�e Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, 
along with the Berdy Dental Group, are 
partnering to present a community-fo-
cused juried art exhibition featuring 
works by members of the Jacksonville 
Artists Guild. 

�e exhibition, titled Azaleas to Zinnias, 
will be presented, beginning June 6 through 
December 16, 2018, in support of the 
Cummer’s Garden Reconstruction Fund.

�e Museum will exhibit the works of 
10 artists in its Bank of America Concourse 
Gallery, among which will be a “Best in 
Show” and “Judges Recognition.” 

Additional space for selected partic-
ipants to exhibit their works will be 
provided in the Berdy Dental Group 
gallery/o�ce at 1511 Stockton St. Berdy 
will award a $150 cash prize for one work 
voted a “Fan Favorite.”

A joint reception will be held on Wed-
nesday, June 6, 2018, beginning with a wine 
and cheese reception at �e Museum from 
5:30 to 7 p.m., and a dessert reception at 
Berdy Dental Group from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Members of the Jacksonville Artist 
Guild should contact Ron Episcopo at 
episcopor@gmail.com for additional 
information or to acknowledge their 
intention to participate. You must be a 
member of JAG in order to participate. 
Visit jacksonvilleartistsguild.org for a 
membership application.

Cummer Gardens to 
bene�t from juried 
art exhibition

Episcopal Children’s Services will 
recognize the Hon. John A. Delaney, Dr. 
Nathaniel Glover, Richard G. Skinner, Jr., 
M.D. and Florida Blue at the 13th annual 
Children’s Champion Awards Gala, �ursday, 
Feb. 22, at the Omni Jacksonville. 

“These honorees are local heroes – 
change-makers whose e�orts have made 
a positive di�erence for our youngest 
and most vulnerable citizens,” said Connie 
Stophel, Episcopal Children’s Services 
CEO.  “We are grateful for their dedication 
to children and delighted to celebrate 
their accomplishments.”

Since 2006, ECS has presented Children’s 
Champion Awards to individuals and 
organizations, such as this year’s corporate 
honoree Florida Blue, that make children’s 
well-being a top priority for the community. 
For information about the award recipients, 
visit ecs4kids.org/childrens-champion-
awards-gala.

Episcopal Children’s Services 
to honor ‘local heroes’

�e 2nd Annual Taste of San Marco to 
bene�t the American Cancer Society was 
a huge success, according to Alexandra 
Davis, ACS community manager. Held Jan. 
20 at �e Bolles School, about 140 guests 
helped raise over $8,300, almost $3,000 
more than the �rst year, said Davis.

“I am so grateful for all of the support 
for our 2nd Annual Taste of San Marco! 
With help from our sponsors, food and 
beverage partners, and guests we were 
able to surpass last year’s total to raise 
funds for the American Cancer Society,” 
said Davis. “It was such a wonderful night, 
with some incredible food and drinks! As 
someone who grew up in San Marco and 
went to The Bolles School, it warms my 
heart to see such an amazing community 
come together to support the American 
Cancer Society as we attack cancer from 
every angle.”

During the evening, Dr. Steven Soud, 
director of college counseling at Bolles, 
told the story of how cancer has impacted 
his life.

The food and beverage pairing event 
brought together many local businesses,  
such as Taverna with Intuition Ale Works; 
Matthew’s with Carve Vodka; Rue Saint-
Marc and Manifest Distilling; Town Hall 
and Grape & Grain Exchange; Epping Forest 
Yacht and Country Club with �e Volstead; 
Bearded Pig BBQ and Bold City Brewery, 
and for dessert, Good Dough with Wicked 
Barley and �e Hyppo with Wine Decadence.

Second 
annual cancer 
fundraiser 
improves 
on �rst-year 
success Bonnie Davis,  Gracie Register, American Cancer Society Community Manager Alexandra Davis, 

Event Lead Heather Riley, Sarah Skinner and Emily Dostie

Bonnie Davis with The Honorable Eleni Derke

Heather Jones and Larry Shears

Brittaney Brown, Michael Thomas and Scott Riley

Jason Smith with Kellie Ann Kelleher, American 
Cancer Society Major Gifts Director

Scott Olson with his wife, Jan Olson, Bolles 
School Director of Communications

Will Robertson with Tyler Ruppel, Annie Lee and Luke O’Steen

EASY
LOCAL

DELIVERY
OPTIONS!

SweetPetesCandy.com              400 N. Hogan Street                855-SWT-PETE



Your heart is like a house, 
made up of the structure itself 

and on the inside: 
the walls, plumbing and electricity. 

The structural soundness of your heart is paramount. If it fails, the whole house is at risk. 

In cardiology, we call this Structural Heart Disease. At St. Vincent’s, our Structural Heart 

team has decades of experience. With us, your heart’s structure is secure.

Learn more about our program at jaxhealth.com/handymen



R E S I D E N T  C OM M UN I TY  N EWS   |   27F E B RUA RY  2 0 1 8    |    R E S I D E N TN EWS. N E T

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

A�er surviving two open-heart operations, 
Hunt Hawkins is a true believer in the mission 
of the American Heart Association (AHA).

Born with a congenital heart defect – a 
bicuspid aortic valve –  but not discovered 
until he was 20 years old, the San Jose 
resident and self-described health nut 
underwent his �rst major surgery at the 
Cleveland Clinic at age 50. Several years 
later, a�er undergoing dental work in 2013, 
he incurred a staph infection that forced 
him to return to the operating table.

“I had the dental work done in September, 
and had traveled back and forth from the 
West Coast to the East Coast over four 
weeks,” said Hawkins, a 24-year veteran at 
Stein Mart’s Southbank headquarters, serving 
as Senior Vice President of Human Resources, 
Chief Administrative O�cer, and Chief 
Operating O�cer before becoming Chief 
Executive O�cer more than a year ago. 

“Almost exactly four weeks from seeing the 
dentist, I ran six miles on a Saturday morning 
while my wife was out shopping. When I 
�nished running I felt like I was getting the 
�u. �e dental work I had ended up infecting 
my replacement heart valve with a staph 
infection. I went septic overnight. I had 
full-blown septic shock and DIC (disseminated 
intravascular coagulation) from Sunday 
morning until Tuesday when I was able to 
wake up,” he recalled, adding he had emergency 
surgery at Baptist Heart Hospital to replace 
the faulty valve a second time.

“I’m a double 10-percenter for surviving 
the DIC and septic shock, and I’m on my 
second heart valve, so the American Heart 
Association is very important to me,” he 
said. “It’s a big deal to have two open hearts, 
and I’ve had them. It’s like the American 
Heart Association says, you need to eat 
right, you need to exercise, and you need 
not to smoke. I’ve never been a smoker, but 
my parents were. My mother died of a 
massive heart attack and my father died of 
lung cancer,” he added. 

As a top administrator for Stein Mart, 
Hawkins made sure his company became 
involved with the American Heart Association 
when it was asked to take part in the non-
pro�t’s annual Heart Walk. “We raised a 
little bit of money then, and the next year 
we raised $45,000 in corporate,” he said.

Two-time open-heart 
survivor has mission to 
support AHA research

It was last year that Stein Mart got serious, 
quadrupling its annual donation to $210,000 
by getting customers in its stores involved 
nationwide during Heart Month in February. 

“We talked to our customers and said, 
‘How would you like to give to the American 
Heart Association? Heart disease is the No. 
1 killer and stroke is the No. 5 killer.’ We 
want to educate our customers with posters 
and messages in the stores and give them 
a chance to support heart research. So many 
of our associates and their families have 
been impacted by heart disease, as have our 
customers,” he said. 

Stein Mart also encouraged its employees 
to participate in free CPR classes taught by 
AHA representatives at its corporate head-
quarters. At its corporate o�ce, employees 
were asked to form teams that were challenged 
to take the stairs, walk the Riverwalk, and 
join company walking and running clubs,” 
said Hawkins, who served several years on 
the AHA’s executive Heart Walk team before 
joining AHA’s Jacksonville board this year. 

“I’m one of those individuals that keeps 
an eye on employee health because healthy 
individuals are better and more productive 
employees. Health insurance is a major 
cost to the company, and it’s a major 
concern for the country. As a company 
we encourage our people to get into exercise 
and make sure they take care of themselves,” 
Hawkins explained. 

This February, Stein Mart stores will 
continue their campaign as part of the 
American Heart Association’s annual “Life 
is Why We Give” fundraiser. “Its goal is 
to raise $300,000,” Hawkins said. “Heart 
disease goes on in my mother’s side of the 
family pretty far back, so I’ve been con-
scious of it for a long time. Even when I 
gave to the United Way – which I still do 

– I designate those funds to the American 
Heart Association to support its research. 
There is no question, it’s important to get 
heart disease and stroke off the list as the 
country’s No. 1 and No. 5 killers.”

�e guidelines for high blood pressure 
have changed, and a free community-based 
program is making a di�erence to help 
participants battling the health threat, 
which is the second leading cause of death 
in the United States, according to the 
American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association.

Sponsored locally by Florida Blue, the 
free online program, Check. Change. 
Control., helps residents track and manage 
their blood pressure. So far, participants 
in the science-based program have seen 
an average drop in systolic blood pressure 
of 11 mmHG, according to Lisa Craig, a 
spokesperson for the Heart/Stroke nonpro�t. 
�ose wishing to take part in the program 
can sign up at www.ccctracker.com/aha/
�oridablue. �e Jacksonville community 
campaign code is FBY17.

“Only cigarettes kill more people than 
high blood pressure,” said Florida Blue 
Chief Medical O�cer Elana Schrader. 

“You can’t see or feel high blood pressure, 
so regularly check your numbers and be 
accountable in a program like Check. 
Change. Control. �is program can help 
motivate people to make life-saving 
changes. And we encourage the community 
to participate in this free program.”

According to the American Heart/
Stroke Association, such programs need 
more extensive use because more than 
100 million American adults fall into the 
first stage of high blood pressure 

(hypertension) as de�ned by the new 
perimeter reading of 130/80 or higher, 
down from the former old standard of 
140/90. A reading below 120/80 is con-
sidered normal. High blood pressure 
increases the risk of heart attack, stroke, 
and heart failure, and also can contribute 
to vision loss and kidney disease.

African Americans are more likely to 
have high blood pressure at a younger age, 
and blacks along with Hispanic Americans 
are less likely to have their blood pressure 
under control, according to recent research 
by the heart/stroke association.

Florida ranks 33rd in the United States 
in high blood pressure rates, according 
to the Center for Disease Control. 
Nationwide, more than 65,000 people 
have enrolled in Check. Change. Control., 
which o�ers a way to keep blood pressure 
in check with monitoring, group activities, 
and mentoring.

Informational events about the program 
will be held simultaneously at Florida 
Blue Retail Centers and the Winston 
Family YMCA, located at 221 Riverside 
Avenue, on Monday, Feb. 5, Monday, April 
2, and Monday, May 7, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Florida Blue is located at 4855 
Town Center Parkway and 13141 City 
Station Drive.

For more information about Check. 
Change. Control. in Jacksonville, contact 
Ashley Plotts at (904) 903-5212 or email 
Ashley.Plotts@heart.org.

Free program helps residents  
maintain healthy blood pressure

Hunt Hawkins

Blood Pressure Category Systolic mm Hg
upper number

Diastolic mm Hg
lower number

Normal Less than 120 and Less than 80

Elevated 120-129 and Less than 80

High Blood Pressure
Hypertension - Stage 1 130-139 or 80-89

High Blood Pressure
Hypertension - Stage 2 140 or Higher or 90 or higher

Hypertension Crisis
Consult your doctor immediately Higher than 180 and/or Higher than 120

NO 
SMOKING

NO 
CAFFEINE

NO 
EXERCISE

AVERAGE 
THE READINGS

CONSIDER  
3RD READING

In the 30 minutes 
before your BP is 
taken:

Make sure the cu� 
is the right size and 
in the right place.

Wait  minute and 
retake your BP.

Keep your cu�ed 
arm on a flat surface, 
like a table, & at 
heart level.

Sit upright, back 
straight, feet flat  
on the floor.

Keep log and bring 
to every check-up.

Bring your device 
yearly to make sure 
it is accurate. 

In the 5 minutes 
before your BP  
is taken:

DON’T TALKSIT STILL

BEFORE DURING AFTER

How To Get Your Blood Pressure Checked
The First step in controlling your blood pressure is knowing your numbers, and that requires an 

accurate BP reading. Here’s how to do it right, whether you’re at a clinic or at home.

By American Heart Association News

“There is no question, it’s 
important to get heart 

disease and stroke o� the 
list as the country’s No. 1 

and No. 5 killers.”
— Hunt Hawkins

Center for Foot Health
Diabetic Foot & Wound

GERIATRIC FOOT CENTER
2550 Park Street
904.387.0433

centerforfoothealthcare.com

Specializing In Geriatric Podiatry  
and General Podiatry.

Dr. Earl Horowitz, 
Podiatrist We Keep Patients Functioning, Mobile And Pain Free!
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By Karen J. Rieley
Resident Community News

Capping off its year-long celebration of 
100 years “helping people help themselves,” 
Jewish Family & Community Services 
(JFCS) held a grand reopening Jan. 21 for 
its renovated and renamed Allison Stein 
Robbins Building. 

Previously known as the Dupont Building, 
the Allison Stein Robbins Building, at 6261 
Dupont Station Court E in San Jose, is 
named for one of David Stein’s daughters. 
During the Sunday dedication, Stein told 
the story of his daughter’s decision to make 
a gi� to the food pantry. He and Allison 
were having breakfast together one day in 
April 2013, and she told him she wanted to 
make a donation to a worthy charity. 

Right a�er they �nished breakfast, Stein 
took Allison to JFCS to introduce her to 
Colleen Rodriguez, executive director, who 
told them how many families were hungry 
in Jacksonville and how the food pantry 
helped them. Allison wrote a check on the 

Stein family sees loved one’s memory live on at Jewish agency

Suzanne Zimmerman, JFCS �nancial assistance 
specialist and food pantry manager, with 
Marsha Pollock, president of River Garden 
Hebrew Home

spot for $10,000 as a match to the Block 
family’s $10,000 Challenge Match to bene�t 
the Max Block Food Pantry. 

Allison was a long-time San Marco resident 
until she passed away in September 2013, 
not long a�er the donation, at the age of 53. 
�e family remembers that she loved to tell 
people that she would be spending eternity 
in her 32207 ZIP Code where she and two 
generations before her grew up and lived. 

Allison was known for her generosity. She 
helped build school playgrounds and �lled 
backpacks of food so that children would 
not go hungry. She loved giving most when 
it was spontaneous. She paid o� a purple 
church hat that had been on layaway for 
years for an unknown elderly women she 
just met. Her legacy not only lives on in her 
son and granddaughter, but in the JFCS 
building that now bears her name. 

�e ceremony included dedication of the 
building’s expanded Max Block Food Pantry 
and new Fanny Landwirth Clothes Closet.

The food pantry was expanded from a 
single room with a pass-through service 
window where staff and volunteers handed 
people a pre-packed bag of food to a 
900-square-foot area that offers food-in-
secure families the ability to shop for what 
they need and like, based on healthy nu-
trition guidelines. The pantry provides 
over 70,000 meals annually to local food-in-
secure families of all races, religions and 
backgrounds. The clothes closet provides 
much-needed clothes to the families who 
come to JFCS for help, as well as the many 
foster children the agency serves.

“We’re excited that our capital campaign 
is nearly complete, which will make both 
the Allison Stein Robbins Building and the 
Alan J. Ta�et Building mortgage-free,” said 
Rodriguez,. “�at means future donations 

that people make to the agency will go directly 
to provide services to people in need.”

�e dedication also celebrated the sixth 
anniversary of the Jacksonville chapter of 
PJ Library®, which partners with communities 
around the world to provide families raising 
Jewish children with the gi� of free, high-qual-
ity children’s books, music and resources 
that foster deeper engagement with Jewish 
life. �is initiative was envisioned and �-
nancially supported by Harold Grinspoon, 
a successful real estate mogul and founder 
of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 

In 2011, Laurie and Linda Dubow and 
their family and Sheryl Greenwald from 

Looking on as Katie Robbins cuts the ribbon are (front) Bill, Lauren, Je�rey and Alex Block; Dave 
Robbins, David and Linda Stein; back: Melinda Sebasovich, Colleen Rodriguez, Cole and Tracy 
Westbrook and Jodie Leach

the Sam Berman Charitable foundation 
saw the value in bringing PJ Library to 
Jacksonville and on December 1 of that 
year, PJ Library Jacksonville participants 
received their first shipment of books direct 
to their homes. Since that time, 633 PJ 
Library recipients from Nassau County to 
St. Augustine and everywhere in between 
have received 23,699 books.

�e dedication was concluded with a PJ 
Library Family Concert by Rick Recht, who 
has been recognized as a pioneer of the 
Jewish rock music genre, putting it to use 
to develop Jewish pride and identity. 

“Future donations that people make to the agency will go 
directly to provide services to people in need.”

— Colleen Rodriguez, Executive Director, Jewish Family & Community Services

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell
904.280.0486 office direct
elizabeth@elizabethhudgins.com
www.elizabethhudgins.com

“From Cottages to Castles”

Magnificent Mediterranean Style Home
Boasts elegant features and upgrades throughout. Once you reach the 
custom made front door, you and your guests will be greeted by the 
splendor of this exquisite home. $1,490,000

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  

Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

PRICE REDUCTION!

Now Open in Riverside
 

LOCAL SEAFOOD & CRAFT COCKTAILS

LUNCH • DINNER • PRIVATE DINING

904.575.2366  |  riverandpostjax.com
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Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church will 
host a free organ concert Sunday, February 
25 at 4 p.m. Locally renowned organist 
Andrew Clarke will play the Schlueter 
pipe organ with its antiphonal organ and 
Trompette en Chamade, performing many 
beloved and familiar classics, such as 
choices from Handel’s “Water Music” and 
the “Toccata” from Widor’s “Organ 
Symphony,” favorite Broadway tunes, 
much-loved American hymn classics, 
traditional “Southern Harmony” melodies, 
and some of the wonderful improvisations 
for which Clarke is known.

Clarke holds a master’s degree in impro-
visation from Yale University and an un-
dergraduate degree in music from the New 
England Conservatory of Music. He pursued 
advanced organ study in Europe, has taught 
organ improvisation at the Institute of 
Sacred Music at Yale and at Williams 
College, and has been on the faculties of 

Free concert features local 
improvisational organist

Andrew Clarke

Every day, Lucille Nagy said she gives 
thanks to the Lord for the new day. It’s her 
secret, she said, to reaching the age of 100.

More than 60 residents, friends and 
families gathered at the Towers of 
Jacksonville on Jan. 19 to celebrate Nagy’s 
centennial birthday that day.

Before moving to the Towers 28 years 
ago, Nagy had lived on Cortez Road in 
Southside Estates, where she raised three 
children, worked as a cashier at Winn-
Dixie and before that, as a bookkeeper for 
a jeweler.

Not one to keep still, when she moved to 
the Towers, she worked at the desk until she 
broke her arm seven years ago. “I still vol-
unteer,” she said.

Nagy is in good health and still cooks 
– for herself and for her across-the-hall 
neighbor, Frances Crews. “Keep yourself 
active and, as long as you do, you’re going 

Lucille Nagy

Giving thanks, staying active helps resident reach 100

to keep going,” said Nagy, imparting 
another Fountain of Youth secret.

“She cooks and feeds me, and she cleans her 
kitchen �oor; it looks like it’s wet it’s so clean 
and shiny. Everybody loves her,” said Crews.

Jacksonville University and Florida State 
College in Jacksonville.  

Since 2013, Clarke has been the organist 
at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church 4001 
Hendricks Ave., and prior was the organist 
and music director at Riverside Presbyterian 
Church for 35 years. Throughout his career, 
Clarke has been a choral director, organ 
recitalist, piano accompanist, teacher, and 
composer; he still occasionally composes.  

For more information about the concert, 
call (904) 396-7745. 

PD. ADV.

There’s more to love 
about Sweet Pete’s

Jacksonville’s sweetest 
destination adds ice cream 
parlour and toy shop

There’s always something new at Sweet 
Pete’s! From top to bottom of the three-sto-
ry candy factory and emporium, you’ll 
always find handcrafted quality chocolate 
and more than a thousand different 
types of candies – but now there’s even 
more to explore!

Check out the new Farrell’s Ice Cream 
Parlour on the second �oor, where you’ll 
�nd good, old-fashioned ice cream and 
other treats for dessert. Plus, it’s a great 
place to host a birthday party for any age. 
As servers bring out special creations, 
like the 30-scoop “Zoo” on a stretcher, 
they’ll serenade the birthday child – or 
adult – because everyone loves ice cream!

If you want to melt your young ones’ 
hearts even more, don’t skip Pete’s Over 
the Top Toy Shop on the third floor. The 
new, circus-themed toy store – under a 
red-and-white-striped tent – offers nearly 

a thousand items, from classic books 
and plush characters to match, to edu-
cational toys, and playsets. For make-be-
lieve play beyond your child’s wildest 
imagination, visit the Princess Room, 
full of dress up, unicorns, baby dolls and 
all things pink! Under the main tent 
you’ll find magic show items and puppets 
of all shapes and sizes. 

From one �oor to another, you’ll �nd no 
excuse for being empty-handed on Valentine’s 
Day – or any day. Drop in at Sweet Pete’s, 
Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlour, and Pete’s Over 
the Top Toy Shop at 400 Hogan St. downtown. 
Visit sweetpetescandy.com for hours and 
more information.

All Classes $25             | 6:30-8 p.m.

February 6: Beer Ingredient Series - HOPS
March 6: Beer Ingredient Series - YEAST
April 3: Beer Ingredient Series - WATER

April 10: Craft Beer 101 ($20)

CLASS IS IN SESSION

1035 park street  |  904.575.4951

Register online: 
www.alewifebottleshop.com/beerschool

CLASS IS IN SESSION
(unless noted 
otherwise)

CALL: (904) 384-2612  |  STATE CERTIFIED: CACO58450

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, gri
Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com Each office independently owned and operated.

“Expect The Best”

You Will Fall In Love Living On The St. Johns River!
Happy Valentine’s Day

1822 River Road
Repriced to $1,400,000

10160 Village Grove Drive  W.
$1,075,000

1967 San Marco Boulevard | Jacksonville, Florida 32207 | 904.398.2009 | thewritetouch.com

INVITATIONS | STATIONERY
WRITING INSTRUMENTS

FINE LEATHER | UNIQUE GIFTS 

The first step to your perfect day 

the
WRITE

TOUCH
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THE WAY WE WERE : BOB & BARBARA SWINDELL
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News 

Bob Swindell says that his and Barbara’s 
love story is the “greatest one ever told.”  

“We’ve been married 57 years, 5 months, 26 
days and 2½ hours,” he announced, glancing 
at his watch during an interview at 4:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 13, 2018.  

With a steel-trap memory, tempered and 
honed by deep a�ection for his wife, Bob 
Swindell explained exactly why he considers 
their love story to be the greatest ever told. 

He was about 13 years old when he found 
a wallet in the San Marco �eater. It had 
no money in it, but there was an I.D. that 
said it belonged to a Barbara Wilson with 
an address on Sorrento Road. Being an 
honest boy, he took the wallet to that address. 
When he knocked on the door, a lovely lady 
with beautiful eyes answered it. She was so 
grateful that she gave him 50 cents.  

Fast forward to Landon High School, 
where Bob was a junior and Barbara was 
a sophomore. “We didn’t know each other 
back then,” recalls Bob. “I was dating a 
girl and thought she might be at a party 
on Ridgeland Road, so I knocked on the 
door looking for her.”  The door was opened 
by that same lovely lady with the beautiful 

eyes! She had moved, but she recognized 
that boy who returned the wallet. When 
he discovered the girl wasn’t there, she 
invited him into the kitchen and gave him 
a bowl of ice cream.

In the meantime, Barbara remembers 
asking her neighbor, Bob Harris, who was 
that boy who always wore a cowboy hat. 
�at was, of course, Bob Harris’ best friend, 
Bob Swindell.  

Their parallel lives were again reinforced 
when Bob’s parents took him at about age 
13 to Southside Christian Church in San 
Marco to be baptized, because their church 
in St. Nicholas didn’t have a baptismal 
font. Barbara’s family attended Southside 
Christian Church.

�en there was the day at the beach, shortly 
a�er Bob graduated from Landon, when 
he was playing with his new puppy, a Boxer 
named Satan, and a group of girls came up 
to him.  “What’s wrong with his ears?” one 
girl asked. Patiently, but with an irritated 
sigh, Bob explained that Satan’s ears had 
been clipped and nothing whatsoever was 
wrong. Barbara, the girl with the question, 
was destined to meet Satan again.  

Fast forward, Bob was in his sophomore 
year at The Citadel and was home on 
Christmas break. He and his buddy, George 
Truitt, were hanging out at the Crystal 
Drive-in (across the street from Bishop 
Kenny High School).  

They ran into a couple of cute girls and 
jumped in the back of their car. The girl 
driving the car was quite attractive. Her 
name was Barbara Wilson. Bob asked her 
for a date and when he knocked on her 
door, the Ridgeland Road address seemed 
familiar. Sure enough, the lovely lady with 
the beautiful eyes opened the door. Barbara 
was stunned to see her mother laughing 
and talking with this young man as if she 
knew him. Ruth Wilson explained to her 
daughter, “I knew him long before you did!”  

“We had all these crazy connections that 
went back years!” exclaimed Bob. “We were 
truly meant for each other.”  

In addition to the fact that he already 
knew her mother, Bob connected with 
Barbara on the dance �oor as well. She loved 
to dance and, wow, that boy could dance! 

“My parents used to push the furniture back 

in our living room on Friday nights and 
dance,” recalled Bob. “�ey taught us well. 
Barbara always says the reason she married 
me was because I could dance!”  

The daughter of Royal and Ruth Wilson 
of San Marco and the son of Robert and 
Gladys Swindell of Arlington, Barbara 
and Bob were secretly married on July 18, 
1959 at the First Methodist Church in 
Folkston, Georgia.  

Barbara, having attended Jacksonville 
University for a short time, was a student 
at the University of South Carolina and Bob 
was still a cadet at �e Citadel. A member 
of the elite Summerall Guards, Bob wasn’t 
due to graduate until 1960. Cadets were not 
allowed to be married and he would have 
been kicked out of school, so he and Barbara 
told no one that they had tied the knot.  

“When I look back, we were foolish,” said 
Barbara. “�ere was no reason for us to get 
married except that we didn’t want to wait 
any longer…back then, six or eight months 
was a lifetime.”  

By November 1959, however, Barbara’s 
mother had started making wedding plans 
for her daughter, so they had to tell their 
parents. Luckily for them, both sets of 
parents already had accepted that this young 
couple would be together forever.

A�er Bob graduated from �e Citadel, 
the Swindells moved to Savannah, Georgia 
for a short time until Bob heard from his 
best friend, Bob Harris, that a better op-
portunity awaited them in their hometown. 
Bob and Barbara were thrilled to return to 

Barbara and Bob Swindell, 2009

Barbara and Bob Swindell  
in Charleston, April 1959 Continued on page 35  

“Barbara always says the 
reason she married me was 

because I could dance!”
— Bob Swindell

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N   |   A D U L T  D A Y  C A R E   |   H O M E  H E A L T H  C A R E   |   L O N G - T E R M  C A R E   |   M E M O R Y  C A R E   |   I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G

Thank You, 
Jacksonville, for Your 
Continuing Support

11401 Old St. Augustine Rd. (at I-295 South)  |  Jacksonville, FL 32258  |  904-260-1818  |  www.RiverGarden.org  |   @RiverGardenSeniorServices

Nursing Home In 
The State of Florida
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Jacksonville, where he began a long career 
in the print industry, working for the 
Jacksonville Paper Company, International 
Utilities, Palmer Paper Company and the 
International Paper Company, eventually 
retiring a�er 38 years.   

In the meantime, Barbara gave birth to 
their two children, Chris and Carrie, and 
when she wasn’t carpooling them to school 
at Bolles and making sure that her husband 
and children were well-fed, clothed and 
happy in their San Marco neighborhood, 
she developed a great interest in antiques.  

“My passion for antiques went from being 
a hobby to becoming a career, �rst as an 
antique store owner of a small shop called 
76 Antiques and then, in real estate,” she 
said, noting that she began attending estate 
sales with her friend, Beverly Brandenburger, 
earned her real estate license in 1978 and 
became a real estate broker in 1983.  

And it was in 1983 that another parallel 
happenstance occurred. Barbara, who 
grew up in San Marco and has always loved 
Brookwood Road, was a realtor now and 
learned about a home for sale on Brookwood. 
When she saw the home, she immediately 
called Bob and told him he needed to 
come right away because she had found 
the house she wanted to live in. Bob pulled 

up and walked in and immediately said, 
“Let’s buy it.” She looked at him inquisitively 
and said, “You haven’t even gone upstairs.” 
Bob smiled. “I’ve been in this house before,” 
he said. “My friend, Don Smith, lived here.”

�ey still live in their beautiful brick home 
on Brookwood Road and, a�er graduating 
from Bolles and the University of Florida, 
both of their children, Chris Swindell and 
Carrie Atkins, returned to their home turf, 
raised their children in San Marco, and live 
nearby. “We all love San Marco,” said Barbara. 

“Our fondest memories are right here.”
Barbara remembers learning to drive 

within the con�nes of Hendricks Avenue 
over to the River, which included the famous 

“�rill Bridge.” “It was high and steep back 
then,” she recalls, “but they eventually took 
the thrill out of it, for safety reasons.” 

Back in the 1950s, it seemed that ev-
eryone knew everyone in Jacksonville. 
Landon High School students frequented 
the San Marco Theater, Blane Rexall 
Drugstore, the bowling alley and Abe 
Lavert’s Record Shop. Kids could listen 
to a record and if they liked it, they could 
buy it. One day, a man came into Abe 
Lavert’s Record Shop and approached a 
group of teens, asking to take a photo of 
them because he was doing “a thing on 
Elvis Presley.” Barbara was among those 
teenagers and that photograph eventually 
ran in Life Magazine. She still remembers 
the kids in that photo and, in fact, still 
sees some of them to this day.  

“We have a Landon reunion every �ve 
years,” said Barbara. “Bob and I have never 
missed one.”

Today, Barbara’s Riverpoint Real Estate 
Office is located nearly within walking 
distance of their home. Bob maintains 
their home and Barbara’s office building, 
which they own, and spends time with 
his grandchildren, Zach, Lauren, Shannon 
and Robby. He visits with his father, Robert 
Swindell, now 101 years old, plays golf at 
San Jose Country Club, visits with his best 
friend, Bob Harris, in Orlando, and 
substitute teaches at Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary, Mandarin Oaks, and Stanton 
High School.  

“We have a great life!” said Bob. “We’ve 
traveled the world and introduced our 
grandchildren to a love of travel, but there’s 
no place like home. Every day, Barbara and 
I pass by a memory. It’s great to live where 
you grew up.”

Swindell Family 1967: Bob and Barbara with 
daughter Carrie and son Chris

Winners of a San Jose Country Club costume party, 1974

“There was no 
reason for us to 
get married 
except that we 
didn’t want to 
wait any longer…
back then, six 
or eight months 
was a lifetime.”

— Barbara Swindell

Fall in love with a stunning natural setting, nestled on the 
waterfront of beautiful Julington Creek. Enjoy a variety of 
spacious choices in residences. Let us enhance your lifestyle 
through services and amenities, from maintenance-free 
living to dining, housekeeping and 24-hour security — plus 
the assurance of a full complement of supportive services. 

Call (877) 280-3594 today to learn more!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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IN SENIOR LIVING

Our special menu is available
Friday, 2/9 through 
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table, call today!

Or order from our custom Ala carte menu
�ree courses for $47
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www.winecellarjax.com

1314 Prudential Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

VALENTINE’S DAY MENU

Your backyard,  
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By Susan D. Brandenburg 
Resident Community News

�anks to its warmth and concern, the 
Cascone family has never forgotten the great 
start Morning Star School gave Sharon, one 
of the school’s �rst students when it was 
founded in 1956 to serve children with 
learning disabilities.

“�e Cascone family approached us about 
helping to fund our new Life Skills Center 

– that in itself is a gift from God,” said 
Morning Star School Principal Jean Barnes.

The fourth child of Michael and Dorothy 
Cascone of Jacksonville, Sharon Cascone 
Ray was born with a hearing disability 
which led to speech impairment. Sharon 
and her family attribute much of her success 
in life to her foundational learning expe-
rience at Morning Star School, and for this 
reason, The Michael, Jr. and Elizabeth 
Belyea Cascone Family Foundation has 
made a naming donation in her honor to 
the school’s new Life Skills Classroom. 

On December 18, 2017, Sharon, her son, 
Charles Ray, and her brother, Michael 
Cascone, Jr., visited Morning Star School. 
�ey were there to take a tour of the school 
(speci�cally the new high school wing and 
the Life Skills classroom) hosted by Principal 
Jean Barnes, Sister Elise Kennedy (former 
principal of St. Pius and now on sta� at 
Morning Star), and Deacon Scott Conway 
(Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Diocese 
of St. Augustine).  

Also on hand to greet Sharon Cascone 
Ray for the �rst time in 60 years was Sister 
Elizabeth Marie Stoup, SSJ (principal of 
Morning Star School when Sharon was 
attending in the late 1950s).  

Morning Star School classroom named after former student

Sharon Cascone (in plaid dress)

Sharon Cascone Ray and Sister Elizabeth Marie 
Stoup, SSJ

For the Cascone family, the dramatic 
reunion of former student and teacher 
took precedence even over the tour of the 
school’s beautiful new high school wing 
and planned Life Skills classroom.  

“This is my teacher!” declared Sharon, 
enthusiastically introducing Sister Elizabeth 
Marie to her brother and son. “We haven’t 
seen each other for 60 years!”  

Embracing her former student, it was 
obvious that Sister Elizabeth Marie re-
membered Sharon fondly. “Sharon was a 
stand-out student to begin with,” she said. 

“There were only a few students at the 
beginning and all of us on the staff were 
responsible for the whole shooting match, 
so I got to know Sharon well. First, she 
was one of the most helpful students I 
ever taught. There were different levels 
of learning and different ages of children 
in the classroom and Sharon wanted to 
assist me in teaching them all.” 

Sister Elizabeth Marie grinned, recalling 
that “Sit down, Sharon!” was a phrase she 
used frequently.  

“Sharon was smart and knew exactly what 
she wanted,” continued her former teacher, 

“but sometimes it was hard for her to express 
her needs and she would get impatient. 
�at’s where I came in. I’ve been told I’m a 
very patient person…and it helped that I 
could understand what she was saying.”

The positive support she received at 
Morning Star School from second grade 
on helped Sharon to grow and flourish, 
preparing her for the challenges she would 
face as a sixth grader in public school.  

“I was so proud of her when she went into 
the public school,” recalled Sister Elizabeth 
Marie. “It was before the law was passed 
giving special needs children the right to 
education and she went into a situation that 
took real courage.”  

Sister Elizabeth Marie shared an old 
black and white photo of Sharon’s class at 
Morning Star “back in the day,” and the 
two laughed as they pointed out the young 
girl in a plaid dress standing directly in the 
middle of the photo. “�at’s Sharon,” said 
Sister. “Right in the middle of everything!” 

Friendly, fearless, and outgoing, with high 
self-esteem instilled in her at home and at 
school, Sharon was an all-around athlete 
and a good student. She made many friends 
among her classmates at public school, but 
not all of them were understanding about 
her deafness. At a Paxon High School 
reunion in 2010, she marched up to a fellow 
alumni and declared, “I know you! You were 
a bully!” Embarrassed, the man apologized 
profusely and gave her a big hug.  

After graduating from Paxon High School 
in 1970, Sharon worked for the Civil Service 
in the Handicapped Program, teaching 
life skills to persons with disabilities.  

On June 26, 1971, she married Air Force 
Airman Charles Edward Ray II and thus 
began her wanderlust as the young couple 
were stationed at Air Force Bases in 
California, Florida, Germany, Washington 
State and Alabama. During those years in 
the Air Force, their daughter, Yvette, and 
son, Charles, were born.

Today, Sharon, who lives in the Ortega 
Farms area, is the doting grandmother of 
Yvette’s daughter, Maya Pinfield, a talented 
performing arts student at Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts. In addition to carpooling 
her granddaughter after school and pro-
viding caregiving to her elderly parents, 
Sharon continues to enjoy traveling the 
world. She has traveled to Costa Rica, 
South Africa, Europe and Amsterdam, 
where her son, Charles, currently resides.  

A woman of substance, humor and 
determination who has lived her life her 
way and enjoyed it to the fullest, Sharon 
Cascone Ray is an inspiring example for 
others who were born with a disability.  

Neither Sharon nor her family have ever 
forgotten the integral role played by 
Morning Star School in readying her for 
future challenges.  

“We’ve always been impressed with what 
the Sisters of St. Joseph have done for those 
of us in need,” said Michael Cascone, Jr. 

“Growing up with a sister who  was deaf, 
we understand the importance of developing 
life skills as the students transition from 
school age to adulthood. As we looked at 
the opportunities to support Morning Star, 
that program stood out as one we had 
personally experienced, so we’re gratified 
to be able to honor Sharon by donating to 
the Life Skills Classroom.” 

>  Skilled Nursing

Health assessments, skilled medical 
services, education and coordination of care.

>  Therapy

Physical, occupational and speech therapy 
sessions targeting physician-identified focus 
areas to help clients maintain or restore the 
highest possible level of independence.

>  Medical Social Worker

Access to assistance with financial planning, 
end-of-life planning, long-term care planning 
and other useful community resources to 
promote an independent lifestyle.

>  Home Health Aide

Help with personal care and hygiene, such as 
bathing, dressing and grooming.

Aging True Home Health Agency
The Aging True Home Health 
Agency is ACHC accredited and 
Medicare certified, and offers 
a holistic and comprehensive 
system of in-home senior 
care. Our mission is to ensure 
the continuity of care and 
coordination of services with 
our clients and their physicians.

Our professionals specialize 
in assisting clients and their 
caregivers with reaching their 
health care goals in the safety 
and comfort of their homes.

We preserve our clients’ 
independence and help them 
reach their optimal health 
potential.

(904)  807-1245  |   AGINGTRUE.ORG VISIT WWW.CCBJAXEVENTS.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

JAC K SONV I L L E
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�e Bolles Bots robotics team �nished its 
FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) season as one 
of the top 10 teams in the northeast region. 
�e second-year middle school team com-
peted against 33 area high school teams 
during the January 13 event at Paxon School 
For Advanced Studies. 

�e season-ender is the culmination of 
many months of hard work. �e team, which 
includes Ava Sickler, Aman Shaik, Max 
Zhalilio, Devin Velez,  Noah MacGregor, 
Will Chamberlain, Cameron Gratz, Sean 
Breuer and Michael Burgstiner, began de-
signing, building and programming their 
robot in August and competed in �ve meets 
across the state. �e Bartram campus also 
hosted an FTC tournament in December. The Bolles Bots robotics team during a competition

Bolles middle schoolers compete against high school students
“�ese student are the future and they 

showed it the entire season.” said coach Mark 
Meyers. “�eir dedication and teamwork 
to this robotics program by working dozens 
of hours outside of school proves they are 
amazing young people and I am so very 
proud of them all.”

While the FTC team completes its season, 
the Bolles Bartram FIRST Lego League 
(FLL) team will compete at the Northeast 
Florida FLL Regional Championship on 
Saturday, February 3, at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center. �e FLL team earned 
the Robot Design Award at the qualifying 
tournament and will be among 48 teams 
competing for bids to state and national 
tournaments. 

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Teenagers from Jacksonville helped Pope 
Francis ring in the new year when members 
of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus Touring 
Choir (JCC) joined with the Upper School 
Chorale and Honors Chorale from the 
Episcopal School of Jacksonville to perform 
during the Papal Mass at the Vatican Jan.1.

Jacksonville’s historic neighborhoods 
were well-represented in both choral orga-
nizations during the week-long festival.

�e JCC Touring Choir, under the director 
of JCC President and Artistic Director Darren 
Dailey, included Trinity Webster-Bass of 
Ortega, Ross Johnson of San Marco, and 
Katharine Conklin of Murray Hill, an Episcopal 
senior, who also sings with the JCC.

Singing for Episcopal were Klare Byran 
and Katherine Fackler of Ortega, Jake 
Moorehead of Avondale, Anna Combs of St. 
Nicholas, and Parker Joyce, Anna Mayo, and 
Michael Mumford of San Marco.

�e choirs took part in the 3rd Annual 
Youth and Young Adult Choir Festival in 
Rome and at the Vatican. �ey had the op-
portunity to view Pope Francis up close when 
they sang “Let �ere Be Peace on Earth,” in 
St. Peter’s Square New Year’s Day. 

�e Papal Mass celebrated the Holy Day, 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, and 
was performed in St. Peter’s Basilica in the 
Vatican. �e students sat 10 rows from the 
Papal altar and alongside the Sistine Chapel 
Choir, one of the most elite choirs in the 

world. �e singers had all the chants of the 
Mass memorized and sang along in perfect 
unison, said Carolyn Tuttle, director of 
choral music at Episcopal. 

�ere was a collective gasp when the Pope 
came into view the �rst time, she said. “I 
heard many students say their hard work 
had �nally paid o� from the hours of rehearsal 
we spent learning the Mass music prior to 
arrival. It was truly a trip of a lifetime for 
these students, and I am so extremely proud 
of the way they sang, the way they represented 
themselves, and the way they looked a�er 
one another,” Tuttle said.

�e JCC singers, which numbered 23 teens 
between the ages of 12 and 18, and the 
Episcopal vocalists, which included 20 students, 
also performed several times at the festival 
and at several local Italian churches, including 
during Mass at St. Francis Basilica in Assisi, 
a full concert in St. Ignatius Basilica, and 
impromptu performances at the Blessing of 
the Creche in St. Peter in Chains, San Sebastian 
Basilica and St. Paul’s Outside the Walls.

In addition to singing in the festival, the 
singers toured the Ancient City of Rome and 
the Sistine Chapel.

“�e cultural signi�cance of this tour for 
Northeast Florida is quite high,” said Dailey. 

“�e JCC was invited to participate, which 
is an incredible honor. As we prepared to 
export our artistic excellence in music to 
one of the world’s most important choral 
hubs, we were grateful to our local community. 
Without its help, none of this would be 
possible,” he said.

Teen singers perform  
for Pope at Vatican

Jacksonville Children’s Chorus President Darren Dailey directs his 
singers in a rendition of “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” as Pope 
Francis and his security pass through St. Peter’s Square in Rome.

Members of both the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus and the Episcopal Choir joined together to 
sing at a Papal Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican on New Year’s Day.

Ross Johnson
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The Community Service Council, the 
National Art Honor Society and 21 service 
clubs at the Episcopal School of Jacksonville 
hosted a Volunteering Festival Jan. 6 in 
Jangro Stadium. The event support-
ed Angels for Allison and also Creative 
Canvas for Kids,  a nonprofit recently 
started by Courtney Crawford, a senior 
at Episcopal. 

Students painted angels for Angels for 
Allison, played flag football with Wounded 

Warriors, designed T-shirts for Help4Jax, 
braided twine to make gates for Heart, 
Hands and Hooves Too, made bracelets 
with the Dominican Republic Club to 
benefit the La Suiza orphanage, made dog 
toys for ESJ for Animals, cut magazine 
pictures to help Hope of Hand and designed 
motivational posters for the Daniel 
Foundation. Students also recycled holiday 
cards to use for holiday projects next year 
for different organizations.

Avery Perce, Yama Pouye, Robert Pritchard, Julian Rubiano, Libby Donahoo and Jessica Lynch at a 
Volunteering Festival Jan. 6. (Photo by Laura Evans Photography)
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Volunteering festival fun way to support nonpro�ts

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

�e inspiration to help others o�en comes 
from the unlikeliest of sources.

A documentary about poverty in Africa 
shown during Global Community Day at 
the Episcopal School of Jacksonville prompted 
Courtney Crawford, a senior, to start her 
own nonpro�t to support arts education. 

“Watching the documentary, I got a glimpse 
into the life of a little girl living in poverty 
in Liberia. Her story was the de�ning moment 
for the formulation of Creative Canvas for 
Kids,” said Crawford. “I remember the rain 
and the tears and the dirt and the chalk and 
the drawings that �lled the notebook of this 
little girl. She was kicked out of school for 
filling up her one small notebook with 
drawings instead of taking notes.”

Sensing there are children in Jacksonville 
who may be deprived of artistic expression 
because their families cannot afford art 
supplies, Crawford put money from 

birthday gifts into a bank account and 
started a GoFundMe to solicit funds for 
art supplies. 

To formulate a plan for her target audience, 
Crawford met with Anthony Sznakowski, 
Duval County Public Schools Elementary 
Arts Specialist, and Jeffrey Smith, Arts 
Program Director. �ey then put her in 
contact with Teresa Woodlief, art teacher 
at Central Riverside Elementary School.

To assess what art supplies are most 
applicable for budding artists at Central 
Riverside Elementary, Crawford asked the 
students to write about their passion for 
the arts and then rank a list of supplies they 
would like to have. She delivered personalized 
boxes of supplies to Woodlief ’s students at 
Central Riverside before the holiday break.

Crawford also volunteers at Daniel and 
is co-president of the Daniel Club at Episcopal. 
She plans to provide applications for art 
supplies to children at Daniel Home.

“My hope is that each and every student 
that has the desire or the need to express 
themselves through art will have the 
personal supplies that they need to do 
so,” Crawford said. 

Episcopal student 
creates nonpro�t to 
support arts education

Students at Central Riverside Elementary with 
their personalize gift boxes of art supplies, 
donated by Courtney Crawford (far right).

San Marco students 
visit Big Apple
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Eleven students from the San Marco 
area were among 53 from the Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville to visit New York 
City on a four-day performing and visual 
arts tour in mid-January.

Among the teens who enjoyed the “Big 
Apple” experience were Caroline Dent, 
Parker Joyce, Olin Moseley, Gracie 
Phillips, Lauren Press, and Daniella 
Teixeira of San Marco, Anna Combs of 
St. Nicholas, Averie Perce of Empire 
Point, and Lizzi Duvall, Madelene Garcia, 
Margaux Halloran of San Jose.

All the students attended three Broadway 
shows and a dance performance at the 
Joyce �eatre. Also on the itinerary were 
tours of the 9/11 Memorial, the Met, and 
Museum of Modern Art, as well as a Sunday 
morning church service at Trinity Church 

on Wall Street, where the teens heard the 
well-known church choir. While lunching 
at the famous Stage Door Deli, the group 
was able to root for the Jaguars as they 
defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers in the NFL 
Playo�s January 14.

Visual art students enjoyed a gallery 
walk through New York’s Chelsea neigh-
borhood while the performing arts 
students participated in a workshop 
hosted by Broadway musical director 
and friend of the school, Ed Linderman, 
as well as a Broadway choreographer.

One highlight of the visit was a “talkback” 
with cast members from “SpongeBob 
SquarePants the Musical” following the 
performance. Actor and lead of the show, 
Wesley Taylor, a former student of ESJ 
Interim Director of Fine Arts and Episcopal 
alumnae Katie Labhar Black, shared his 
experiences as a working actor in New 
York and later met with the group for lunch 
and more conversation.

Students from the Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville pose in Times Square during a 
four-day visit to New York City.

904.729.6040  |   @GROUNDCONTROL24.7

WHATEVER 
YOUR NEEDS

WE ARE HERE TO HELP 
KEEP YOUR GROUNDS 

UNDER CONTROL!
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

13 Jacksonville locations

Flu? Cold? Stomach Bug? WE’RE HERE FOR YOU.

Treating all kinds of “crud” 7 days a week, including 
nights and weekends.

Get tested for flu as soon as possible! Studies show 
that if you’re diagnosed within 48 hours, anti-viral 
medication may help lessen the duration and severity   
of the flu.

Remember that you can schedule online at      
CareSpot.com!

It’s 
CRUD 

Season

CS_CRUD_Resident News_ALL_Q1_2018.indd   1 1/18/2018   4:45:23 PM
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Nearly 1,600 ��h-grade students were 
treated to performances Jan. 16-17 by a 
professional historic actor representing 
Alexander Hamilton. �e annual event was 
hosted and sponsored by The National 
Society of �e Colonial Dames of America 
in �e State of Florida (NSCDA-FL) and 
organized by Philip Little of Duval County 
Public Schools.

At the Jacksonville Public Library down-
town, students from Duval County public 
and private schools watched as Eben Kuhn 
represented Hamilton during three stages 
of the character’s life, including the early 
years and education, during wartime and 
establishing America’s independence, and 

Hamilton’s work in Congress for the 
Constitution and establishment of the 
National Bank.

The NSCDA-FL brings more than 13 
years of historic character performances 
to students throughout Northeast Florida. 
The award-winning performances are 
recognized by the NSCDA-FL’s historical 
actor program and has received Lamar 
Award for Excellence in the Historical 
Activities category. 

The presenters are well versed in the 
portrayal of their characters including 
personalities, cultural nuances, and history 
with a 45-minute interactive presentation 
and question and answers from the students. 
�e school programs are coordinated by 
the Dames, school teachers, and school 
district department supervisors, along with 

‘Alexander Hamilton’ performs for �fth-grade students

a curriculum and essay contest. �e programs 
are designed to share a much deeper un-
derstanding of the people and issues that 
shaped the United States and inspire en-
thusiasm about history.

Winners of the essay contest included 
Bolles School student Amanda Tun, Ryonelle 
Mijeres from Hendricks Avenue Elementary, 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School student 
Hannah Miller, Charlie Morgan from St. 
Johns Country Day School, William Zang 
and Akhil Gayakavada, both from Jacksonville 
Beach Elementary, and from J. Allen Axson 
Elementary, Kingston Hernandez and 
Annie Heiry. They all received a certificate 
and a crisp, new $10 bill. 

�e yearly performances are underwritten 
by the Roger L. and Rochelle S. Main 
Charitable Trust.

Phil Little, Win�eld Duss, essay winners Amanda Tun and Ryonelle Mijeres with Alexander Hamilton

Riverside Presbyterian Day School student Mac 
Verlander with Alexander Hamilton

Assumption students 
display geographic prowess 

in competition
Assumption Catholic School students 

participated locally in the National 
Geographic Bee, an annual competition 
organized by the National Geographic 
Society, designed to inspire and reward 
students’ curiosity about the world. 

The sixth- to eighth-grade students 
began grade-level competitions before 
the semester break, then narrowed 
down the field Jan. 17 to seventh-graders 
James Bishop, winner, and Ian Kirsch, 
runner-up.

Students in grades four through eight 
from 10,000 schools across the United 
States compete for a chance to win college 
scholarships and the glory of being the 
National Geographic Bee Champion.

The championship round winning 
questions at Assumption were:

1. Iowa and Missouri both share long 
boundaries with what other state 

on the Mississippi River? Illinois

2.Amelia Earhart went missing in 
1937 while attempting to fly 

around the world with her navigator, 
Fred Noonan. National Geographic is 
sponsoring an expedition to search for 
the crash site at Nikumaroro Island. 
Nikumaroro Island is a part of the Kiribati, 
located in what ocean? Paci�c Ocean

Spelling Bee winner James Bishop with 
runner-up Ian Kirsch
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1  BLACKBERRY SMOKE  
2   PHILLIP PHILLIPS 

3   CLUB 70S 
  at 927 Events - A fundraising event 

3  BILL MAHER 

4   WILD KRATTS LIVE! 
7   ART WALK 
8  LOS ANGELES GUITAR QUARTET 

10 EARTH, WIND & FIRE 

11  IRISH ROVERS 

14 US ARMY FIELD BAND 

16 GET THE LED OUT 

18 ALICE COOPER 

20 DEEPAK CHOPRA 

24 VIDEO GAMES LIVE! 

25 THREE DOG NIGHT 
  with The Lords of 52nd Street 

29 DENNIS MILLER 

31 MAKS, VAL & PETA 

6  CIVIC CINEMA: 
  DO THE RIGHT THING 
7  DIANA KRALL 
8  CODY JINKS 
  Ward Davis and Sunny Sweeney

10  LITTLE RIVER BAND 
  with Pablo Cruise 

11  BLUES TRAVELER 

13 THE HOT SARDINES 

16 PAULA POUNDSTONE 

17 DANIEL O’DONNELL 

18 GORDON LIGHTFOOT 

21 RODRIGUEZ  

22 JAMEY JOHNSON  

23 AIR SUPPLY  

TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW

MARCH

JOIN OUR E-CLUB  > Text the word “Shows” to 228-28

904.355.2787  |  floridatheatre.com 
128 East Forsyth Street, Downtown Jacksonville

Follow us for the latest event news

FEBRUARY

Reformer Pilates
Low impact - great results. 
For all ages and fitness levels

2000 Hendricks Ave, Unit 4
San Marco  |  904.584.3468

Metric Motorcycle 
Parts and Repair

6112 Arlington Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL

904-683-0498
Tues - Fri 9-5 | Sat 10-2 | Sun - Mon Closed

REGISTER FOR SPRING BREAK & SUMMER CAMP TODAY!

(904) 396-4425  •  www.theatrejax.com

Give us 90 minutes and you will be amazed!  
Babies 3 to 12 month of age, along with parents 

or caregivers, are asked to sit and relax on the �oor 
while enjoying a live performance of 

the show, Everything’s A Circle, 
Theatre Jacksonville’s original play.

Every month at
DuBow Preschool

3662 Crown Point Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32257
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City Year builds student leaders through positive role models
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News

Now celebrating its ��h year in Duval 
County, City Year Jacksonville began in 
2012 with an intervention and support 
model called “Whole School, Whole Child.” 

�e approach used two diverse teams of 
well-trained young adult AmeriCorps 
members who served full-time at Matthew 
W. Gilbert Middle School and Andrew 
Jackson High School.

Today, Quintin Gri�n, 25, is one of 120 
City Year AmeriCorps members who work 
with students at 12 Duval County Public 
Schools. As a team leader, Gri�n is making 
a powerful impact on students at Edward 
White High School.

Nationally, City Year is celebrating 30 
years of partnering with school districts 
in 28 cities. The AmeriCorps organization 
places corps members in the schools that 
are the most challenged and provide 
students with one-on-one support. 

In addition to working daily with indi-
vidual students who are at risk of dropping 
out, City Year also provides support to 
help transform whole schools – leading 
school-wide events and activities, af-
ter-school programming and in-class 
support for teachers.

In 2010, when Gri�n graduated from Ed 
White High School, statistics showed that 
one in three Duval County students didn’t 
make it graduation. Quintin remembers 
that the atmosphere at the high school was 
tough, providing many opportunities to 
drop out, but he was lucky.  

“I loved math and got great support from 
my mother,” he said. Griffin’s mother, 
Faithelle Kay, a Radiologist at Shands 
Hospital, was his mentor. “She’s amazing,” 
he said. “I could tell her anything.”

In addition to strong family support, 
Gri�n had two other reasons to stay in 
school and make good grades: 1) He was a 
role model for his younger brother, Robert 
Kay, II (now at Stillwell Middle School), 
and 2) he had a close-knit group of friends 
who also considered learning important.  

In 2016, Gri�n was encouraged by his 
girlfriend, Amelea Gray, to apply for City 
Year. “Amelea is with Teach For America, 
another AmeriCorps program, and she 
thought City Year might be for me,” he 
explained. 

To clarify, Teach For America recruits, 
trains and places teachers at the front 
classrooms, whereas City Year embeds 
mentors and tutors into the classroom, 
lunchroom, and a�er school settings to 
support students and teachers.  

“At �rst, I didn’t know what to expect,” 
Gri�n said. “I’ve always been a reserved 
person and going into the classroom was a 
challenge, but I fell in love with what we do 

and now I’m a team leader at the Edward 
H. White Military Academy of Leadership.” 

Gri�n’s current challenge is helping his 
team learn to interact with the students and 
get comfortable enough to impact their 
lives. “Time made the di�erence for me, 
and that’s what I tell my team,” he said. “It’s 
like math – it will never be easy, but the 
challenges can be overcome – and the 
rewards are worth it.”

Gri�n credits the City Year training for 
strengthening his leadership skills. City 
Year AmeriCorps members commit to 
working full-time for 11 months, going into 
classrooms for two periods each day and 
striving to make a lasting impact on students’ 
lives by providing extra academic, emotional 
and social support.  

City Year training involves several formats 
including BTA (Basic Training Academy), 
LDDs (Learning and Development Days), 
and ATA (Advanced Training Academy), 
as well as Leadership and Re�ecting.  

City Year’s basic ABCs come from Johns 
Hopkins University Research indicating that 
students at risk of dropping out can be 
identi�ed as early as elementary school 
using three early warning signs: poor 
Attendance, disruptive Behavior and Course 
failure in English and math. A child exhibiting 
even one of these indicators by sixth grade 
has a 75 percent chance of dropping out.  

Today, in addition to leading his team 
at Ed White, Griffin provides positive 
role-modeling to the students he sees on 
a daily basis. He has become close to 
several of his students during the school 
year and receives great satisfaction from 
the impact he is making. 

For instance, he talks of a 10th grader 
named Titus who has improved his math 
skills and now calls him his mentor. “Titus 

loves basketball,” noted Gri�n. “We played 
basketball at the park last summer with his 
mom’s permission.”  

“Quintin has a passion for serving his 
community, and we’re glad to have leaders 
of his caliber working with students 
throughout Jacksonville,” said Brandie Z. 
Harris, a former City Year AmeriCorps 
team member, and now manager of 
Institutional Giving and Communications 
at City Year Jacksonville.

Proudly wearing their distinctive City 
Year Red Coats, Griffin and Harris posed 
for a photograph in the Jacksonville 
headquarters, where each wall holds an 
inspirational message. “We Know Every 
Child Can Succeed,” is the message on the 
wall and on the confident, smiling faces 
of Griffin and Harris.  

Inspired to become a leader at City Year 
and working with students at his own alma 
mater, Quintin Gri�n may also have found 
his calling for the future.  

“I’d like to develop my own mentoring 
space on Jacksonville’s Eastside someday,” 
said the young leader. “�ere’s a void in the 
Eastside that needs �lling with o�erings 
like African-American studies and diversity 
classes. I may be able to help �ll that void.”

Avondale resident Tom Caron, managing 
director of external affairs at City Year, 
notes that many City Year alumni return 
to schools as teachers, counselors or other 
support staff. Others pursue various career 
options outside of education, but remain 
engaged in their communities as mentors 
and advocates for students.  

“We are beyond grateful for Quintin and 
for the hundreds of young idealists that 
have served with City Year Jax these past 
�ve years,” said Caron. “�ey are, in fact, 
Leaders for Life, as our alumni motto states.”

Quintin Gri�n and Brandie Harris

“It will never be easy, but the challenges can be 
overcome – and the rewards are worth it.”

— Quintin Gri�n

Annual
FLEA 

MARKET

1005 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

gardenclubofjacksonville.org/events

FEBRUARY  
23rd: 10am-3pm
24th: 8am-2pm

CLOTHING BOUTIQUE AND GARDEN CAFE WILL BE OPEN!

At the  
Garden Club of Jacksonville

CLOTHING BOUTIQUE AND GARDEN CAFE WILL BE OPEN!CLOTHING BOUTIQUE AND GARDEN CAFE WILL BE OPEN!

FREE 
ENTRY
FREE 

ENTRY

JACKSONVILLEZOO.ORG
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MONDAY, MARCH 19TH, 2018
NOON SHOTGUN START

SAN JOSE COUNTRY CLUB
7529 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32217

Serving children in kindergarten through 12th 
grade with learning differences, attention 

deficit disorders, autism spectrum disorders, 
and mild intellectual disabilities since 1956

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Tee off with family, friends and 

colleagues at this fun-filled event 
to support special education!

CHARITYCHARITY

Charity Golf TournamentCharity Golf Tournament

Your entry fee of $150 includes lunch, 
golf, and a memorable award ceremony. 

Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Sponsorships are also available.  

Sign up on-line by February 15th and 
receive $50 off your foursome!

morningstar-jax.org/golf-tournament
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS VISIT

(904)721-2144
development@morningstar-jax.org

Janell Ussery–Realtor
Florida Homes Realty and Mortgage, LLC

homesbyjanell@comcast.net

904.704.4502

923 Point La Vista Rd North
Jacksonville, Fl 32207

4 Beds / 3 Baths / 2,540 Sq Ft
$585,000
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Although an unexpected hitch derailed 
his �rst �nal project, San Marco’s Parker 
Joyce was able to begin again, learning 
valuable business lessons on his way to 
becoming an Eagle Scout.

Prior to his 18th birthday, Joyce, a senior 
at the Episcopal School of Jacksonville, 
earned the Boy Scouts’ coveted Eagle Scout 
rank and admission into the Order of the 
Arrow, the Boy Scouts of America National 
Honor Society.

Joyce had gotten his start in Scouting as 
a �rst grader with Pack 477 at San Jose 
Episcopal Day School. In 2011, he crossed 
over to Troop 136 at All Saints Episcopal 
Church, where he advanced through seven 
ranks of Scouting, earning 31 merit badges 
while holding leadership positions each year.

Boy Scouts seeking to earn Eagle rank 
must develop and lead a project that 
benefits the community before their 18th 
birthday. Joyce’s first effort was to design 
and build a meditation labyrinth for the 
students of the North Florida School of 
Special Education. 

“Early on, I met with a local stone company 
and received a generous donation of stones 
to build the labyrinth,” he explained, noting 
it was his intention to install the stones 
four months later a�er raising money for 
other project costs and rowing during the 
busy regatta season for the Episcopal team.

“When the season was over, I was ready 
to install my project, however, a few 

Initial project snafu teaches 
Eagle Scout big lesson

Parker Joyce

di�culties arose giving me the opportunity 
to learn many important business lessons,” 
he said. “�e school wanted me to move 
my project to a di�erent parcel of land and 
install it following my 18th birthday, which 
would not work. Also, the stones had been 
sold,” he explained.

Husting to �nd another project he could 
complete under the wire, Joyce met with 
North Florida School of Special Education 
Executive Director Sally Hazelip. 

“We looked at several projects on her 
wish list, and I told her I would complete 
her most pressing project,” he said. “Turns 
out, the school’s urban organic farm, Berry 
Good Farms, needed mint gardens to 
contain and grow the mint used in the 
school’s teaching kitchen and food truck. 
I built two four-tier mint gardens adjacent 
to the farm’s greenhouse.”

Annie Ruperto, of San Marco, and Anya Raheja and Dennis Rao from the San Jose area 
are three of 12 Bolles School students who will participate in the Jacksonville Joe Berg 
Society seminar series, beginning in February at the Museum of Science and History. 

Ruperto, Raheja and Rao, along with classmates Elise Anderson, Katherine Beltz, Charu 
Chaturvedi, Leah de George, Yash Gulani, Samantha Josephson, Rishi Misra, Justin Oleary 
and Grant Szymanski, made a two-year commitment to attend the seminars led by local 
experts in the �elds of science and the humanities or by civic and community leaders.

Annie Ruperto Anya Raheja Dennis Rao

Joe Berg Society welcomes 12 from Bolles
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Helping out as volunteers at the Wolfson Children’s Challenge were Jessica Richards, 
Tara Wol�, Christina Kelly (front), Christy Falco, Sierra Wilhelm and Yamirely Rivera. 
Each year, the Wolfson Children’s Challenge honors 55 children, each representing the 
tens of thousands of children who are cared for by Wolfson Children’s Hospital each 
year. Presenting sponsor for the annual 55K Ultra held Jan. 27 at the Jacksonville 
Baseball Grounds was �rivent, who also sponsored the race last year.

Thrivent sponsors Wolfson Children’s Challenge

Pre-K 3 through 6th grade
7423 San Jose Blvd. · 904-733-0352 · www.sjeds.org

SJEDS welcomes qualified applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6 without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin. Accredited by FCIS, FKC, SACS and the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.
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San Jose Episcopal Day School provides an 
educational environment that inspires a passion 
for learning, a life of integrity and a heart for 
Christian service.

Come see for yourself why we were voted the  
Bold City Best Private School! 

Now enrolling for 2018-2019.
Call today to schedule your personal tour 
to learn more and meet our team.    

(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

Prevent Lyme, Zika and other infectious diseases and illnesses

FREE
LAWN SERVICE

12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$50 OFF
BED BUG SERVICE

CALL FOR DETAILS
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$100 OFF
“NEW” TERMIDOR® TERMITE

Elimination & Protection 100% GUARANTEED
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$50 OFF
“NEW” ANNUAL SERVICE (APC)
Pest Elimination & Protection GUARANTEED 1 Full Year

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

FREE
TERMITE HOME/OFFICE INSPECTION/

EVALUATION FOR TERMITE ELIMINATION
New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$25 OFF
RODENT PROTECTION & PROOFING
Protect your home & family. Rodents can carry over 35 diseases

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$50 OFF
TICK SERVICE
CALL FOR DETAILS

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.

$25 OFF
OPTION 2 OR 3, FLEA SERVICE

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18.It’s that time of year . . . 

Termite Swarm Season 

is HERE!!!
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PA RT I C I PAT E 

The 6th Annual Mt. Acosta Classic will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 p.m., starting 
from the Haskell Building at 111 Riverside 
Ave. The Acosta Bridge is closed for three 
hours for participants to bike, run or walk 
the 2.2-mile loop. Participants can choose 
a one-hour event or try to see how well 
they can climb “Mt. Acosta” for the full 
three hours.  

From pen to pedal, you can stroke a check or pump your legs…  
all e
orts are appreciated when it comes to local bene�t races.

B Y  M A R I A N  J O H N S ,  R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

Jacksonville’s Mt. Acosta Classic not only brings together serious, hard core endurance 
athletes for a unique event, but also helps to honor the memory of fellow athlete and 
ironman Jared Bynum. Monies raised from the race go towards funding the Jared Bynum 
Scholarship Foundation, which helps send underprivileged Landon Middle School 
students to college.

VO LUNT E E R 

Volunteer to work the various water stations 
at the event. If you are walking the great 

“Mt. Acosta,” you can help with set-up prior 
to the race or be a part of the cleanup crew. 
To volunteer, contact Gena Star at starg87@
gmail.com or visit signup.com/go/pAguDJB. 
For more information about the race, visit 
mtacostaclassic.com/index.html

It is not hard to see that most people involved with the Mt. Acosta Classic event have 
a love of athletic competition. However, it is much more than the competition aspect 
that motivates race director Marie Vogler McMaster to be a part of this community 
event each year. For McMaster, who has been involved with the Mt. Acosta Classic since 
the very �rst race in 2013, the event is also a chance to help make a child's life better. 

“Giving back to the Jacksonville community in a way that bene�ts our future leaders 
is very rewarding,” McMaster said. “It is great to be able to tie in my love for competition 
with the Jacksonville community.”

As the race director, McMaster oversees everything from gathering sponsors to 

coordinating the temporary shut-down of the Acosta Bridge to getting the word 
out to potential race participants about the event. 

McMaster, who was a close friend and co-worker of Jared Bynum, whom the event 
is designed to honor, said learning about the local children which the race bene�ts 
makes it all worthwhile. 

“�e best part about being involved with the Mt. Acosta Classic is getting updates 
on the students who have bene�tted from the Jared Bynum Scholarship Foundation,” 
McMaster explained. “Knowing that this event has such a large e�ect on even one 
child’s life, makes the event successful.”

Marie McMaster Did Something
Marie McMaster

Organ Concert WITH Andy Clarke
Sunday, February 25, 2018, 4pm

Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church

Andrew Clark will play HAB’s glorious pipe organ, performing many beloved 
and familiar classics, such as selections from Handel’s Water Music and the 
Toccata from Widor’s Organ Symphony, favorite Broadway tunes, much 
loved American hymn classics, traditional Southern Harmony melodies, and 
some of the wonderful improvisations fro wich Andy is known. 

Andy holds degrees from Yale and New England Conservatory of Music. He 
Studied organ in Europe and taught organ improvisation at the institute of 
Sacred Music at Yale and at Williams College. He has been on the faculties of 
Jacksonville University and Florida State College of Jacksonville. 

Free Parking  |  4001 Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32207  |  Call (904) 396-7745

DINNER BELL
BELLWETHERJAX .COM

Now Serving Dinner  
Wednesday–Saturday

100 North Laura Street  
904.802.7745
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Panama Park, a community north of Jacksonville located on the Trout River, was owned 
and heavily promoted by developer George W. Clark, Sr. �e idyllic pose of romance, in 
reality, featured Clark’s youthful wife and Clark’s son, George Clark, Jr., and was intended 
for a promotional brochure extolling the virtues of his pastoral patch of real estate.

Photo courtesy of the Jacksonville Historical Society, from its archives.  
To learn more, visit jaxhistory.org or call (904) 665-0064.

904.900.1059

M–Th 11am–9pm
Fri 11am–10pm
Sat 4am–10pm

4440 Hendricks Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32207

904.900.1059

Closed Sunday. Reservations & Private parties only www.toscanajax.com toscanalittleitaly 

Only on Valentines Day

HEART–SHAPED

RAVIOLI
LOBSTER

HAPPY 
HOUR
4–7

Let Kuhn Be Your 
First Choice

Ask about our Luxury Collection
3802 Beach Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207   

904.398.8601

WEEKLY SPECIALS  •  FRUIT & GOURMET BASKETS

Let Kuhn Be Your 
First Choice



© Baptist Health 2017

Standing as a symbol of our partnership with world-renowned MD Anderson Cancer 

Center, our new, nine-story cancer center is designed to be uniquely responsive to the 

needs of patients and families, as well as their care teams. Scheduled to open in summer 

of 2018, this extraordinary building will expand the capacity of our current facility, serving 

as a beacon of hope to more cancer patients throughout the region. In this light- lled and 

inspiring environment, our dedicated cancer care teams will provide all-encompassing care 

that addresses the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of each patient. 

To learn more, visit us at BaptistMDAnderson.com.

The new  
Baptist MD Anderson  
Cancer Center 
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