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Guard house
proposed

APRIL 2018, VOL. 11, ISSUE 04

The party’s over

Miramar rental mansion gets
slapped with code violation.

School hopes to add another
layer of security.

Read More, Page 6

Read More, Page 29

First Coast

Heart
&
Stroke
Ball
RAISES RECORD-BREAKING $1 MILLION
Pat Geraghty, Florida Blue CEO, and gala co-chair with his wife, Inger, helps Michele
Sahdala raise her bidding paddle at the annual gala to support the American Heart
and American Stroke Associations. Read More, Page 22

Cancer center skybridge
marks another milestone
By Kate A. Hallock, Resident Community News

It was a big day March 4 when Baptist MD Anderson Cancer
Center’s pedestrian sky bridge was raised, then laid to rest over San
Marco Boulevard. After months of careful planning and engineering,
the steel and glass structure envisioned by construction superintendent Scott Gibbs was delivered intact.
“We didn’t have a design for this 14 months ago, and the design
revolved around what I wanted to do,” said Gibbs, DPR Construction
Story continues on page 5
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Up in the air
Local developer Michael Balanky stands atop
the Kings Avenue garage overlooking property
that has been tied up in litigation between the
developer and JTA for several years.
Balanky floated the idea of a new mixed-use
tower and gondola project on the site at a recent
meeting of the Rotary Club of Jacksonville.

No wizardry needed; creativity,
hard work equal successful benefit
Posing at the Emerald City Ball, San Jose
Episcopal Day School’s Director of Education
Caitlin O’Keefe with Head of School Lori
Menger are just two of the many talented and
dedicated teachers and staff who make the
school a premier place of education.

Read More, Page 23

IN HOMES BY APRIL 5TH, 2018

Read More, Page 4

Using their noodles, students
test their engineering skills
Assumption Catholic School students Matthew
Werstine, Barrie Snyder, Ian Kirsch, and Kaleb
Thorpe created a double intersection Pratt
truss bridge using spaghetti noodles for one
of the challenges issued on STEAM Day at
Bishop Kenny High School.

Read More, Page 36

Fashion, food and art winning
combination for fundraising
Heart of the Runway event host Linda
Cunningham, Sally Hazelip, executive director
of North Florida School of Special Education,
and NFSSE supporter Peggy Bryan, take a
moment to pose for a photo before the annual
fashion show and luncheon Mar. 8.

Read More, Page 26
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Publishers’ Note

Captain Underwear,
Princess Pantaloons
need your help
When forced to choose, food and
shelter always beats socks and underwear. That’s why Captain Underwear
and Princess Pantaloons are coming
to the rescue and bringing their
powers to restore dignity to those
who simply cannot afford basic needs.
Join the annual Great Underwear
Challenge to raise $50,000 to provide
socks and underwear to those who
visit Downtown Ecumenical Services
Council. The first $10,000 raised will
be matched by a generous donor.
Visit https://secure.qgiv.com/event/
greatunderwearchallenge/ to donate.
A celebration event to recognize
donors and sponsors will be held
Tuesday, April 24, 6-8 p.m. at Mellow
Mushroom in the Shoppes of Avondale.

Bradford Rylee Poling

There’s always something to celebrate in spring – whether it’s the arrival of more singing birds, the bees,
and the bright flowering trees – you can sense its arrival. We’re reminded by these telltale signs that it’s
the little things that make living in our neighborhoods so fulfilling.
During this time, our family has much more to be thankful for than the changing of the seasons. We
welcomed our first grandchild into the world this month, an addition that will inevitably change every
season. Not only do we have another birthday, but Christmas, Thanksgiving and every holiday experience
will now be enriched by the newest member of the family.
Our daughter Tarryn Bradford Poling and our son-in-law Brandon Ryan Poling welcomed Bradford
Rylee Poling into the world March 6, 2018 at 4:39 p.m. Bradford, a healthy baby boy, was delivered by an
outstanding team of physicians and nurses at Baptist Medical Center South and weighed in at 8 lbs., 3oz.
Tarryn does an amazing job for us at the family business and has served many of our outstanding
advertisers as Business Development Manager for The Resident Community News Group, while Brandon
works in logistics for Estes Forwarding Worldwide (EFW), as a client services representative. We are so
proud of the two of them, for plunging into parenthood and working hard to support their lifelong goals
of being married and raising children.
We hope you have a season to celebrate with your family, as we all enjoy the changing of the seasons.

Calling crafters
Mandarin United Methodist
Women’s 29th Annual Fall Craft
Festival will be held Saturday, Oct.
6, 2018 at Mandarin United Methodist
Church, 11270 San Jose Blvd. Over
100 crafters participate and proceeds
are donated toward mission projects.
If you are interested in participating
and make handmade items, contact
Darlene at dhc1015@bellsouth.net
for additional information.

Happy Spring,
Seth and Pamela Williams

904.574.3557

organic • vegan • raw • gluten free
1510 King Street
Jacksonville, Florida

serving children in K – 12th grade with learning differences

SATURDAY, MAY 5TH AT 6 P.M. I THE HASKELL BUILDING
ENJOY RIVERFRONT VIEWS, FABULOUS MARGARITAS, THEME INSPIRED
COCKTAILS, HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES, DANCING & SILENT AUCTION
For event details and to purchase tickets visit

morningstar-jax.org/gala-auction
call 904-721-2144 or email: development@morningstar-jax.org
A fundraiser benefiting the only special education school in the Diocese of St. Augustine. Morning Star School is
a 501( c )(3) nonprofit organization. Please consider making Morning Star School part of your charitable giving.
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Hope starts here, at one of the best children’s hospitals in the country.
A place with world-class specialists and cutting-edge treatments. Hope
begins with children like Christian, Claire, Gabe, and the thousands of
children a year who depend on Wolfson Children’s Hospital for lifesaving
care. But as a not-for-profit organization, hope also begins with you.
Support our mission. Give now at HopeStartsHere.com.
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Developer wants to traverse St. Johns River by sky gondolas
Plans require
settlement of lawsuit
By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News
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We just want this thing resolved before
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2/27/18 12:16 PM

2007 of the $30 million Hilton Garden Inn/ Nathaniel Ford said KAR breached the
Homewood Suites at 1201 Kings Ave.
lease by failing to complete the second
For the second phase, Balanky wanted to phase of the project and failing to make
build a mixed-use building that would lease payments since 2009. Balanky said
include apartments, and which would require the company has escrowed $740,000 for
rezoning the land and amending the lease the lease with the court.
to allow for residential. But Balanky said
Now that the Overland Bridge project is
JTA asked him to delay the project and almost complete, and with the price of
donate a portion of the land to the state for construction materials on the rise, due in
the Overland Bridge project in exchange part to the new tariffs on metals, Balanky
for having the property rezoned and the said he wants to get the suit resolved so he
lease amended to allow residential.
can proceed with the project.
The property was rezoned but the lease
He said he is willing to double the amount
was never amended and Balanky sued JTA he is paying JTA to get the lease amended
and FDOT in state court in April 2014.
to allow residential.
JTA declined to comment for the story
“This will be good for JTA,” Balanky said.
but Balanky said JTA said it had second “It will give them a bigger return. It will be
thoughts about amending the lease because good for the Skyway and the garage. This
it might need the land for future JTA projects. project has languished for years. We just
JTA is currently in the midst of a project to want this thing resolved before the pricing
upgrade and expand the Skyway system.
makes it impossible.”
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Riverkeeper launches annual
River Friendly Yard contest

The garage location staging area along Nira Street, with the JOI building in the distance.

Cancer center skybridge From Page 1

project superintendent. “Most did not believe
me when I told them this was what I was
going to do. You usually don’t put glass on
something like this and then lift it into place.
But between the structural engineer, DPR
Construction and all our different subcontractors, we figured out how to do it with the
glass on it. We would have made it a wider
structure if we built it the traditional way.”
The 124-foot-long glass and steel bridge
weighs 150 tons, so it took some heavy
equipment to muscle it into place against
25 mph wind gusts. The day before the
“swing” took place, DPR Construction set
up two 450-ton cranes at the project site,
then shut down San Marco Boulevard near
the Cancer Center.
“The idea was build it, place it over San
Marco so we don’t have to shut down the
street every night,” said Gibbs. “This is
exacting, something different; you don’t do
something like this every day.”
Crews rigged the bridge to the cranes
to start the process, which entailed six
lifts with each one shifting the bridge
approximately 20 degrees. On Sunday,
March 4, the final lift moved the sky
bridge into place over two 36,000-pound
columns, marking another milestone in
the two-year project.
More than 1,200 workers from 45 different subcontractors have been involved
in the construction of the new Cancer
Center, led by a partnership between DPR
Construction and Jacksonville-based
Perry-McCall Construction. HKS Architects
Inc. and FreemanWhite, a Haskell Company
dedicated exclusively to health care, are
the design team.
The bridge portion of the project used
380 workers, with about 60 on site during
the placement. It was designed by Structural
Engineers Group and fabricated by Trinity
Steel, both local companies.
The new center is located across the street
from the existing Baptist MD Anderson
Cancer Center, which opened in October

2015. The more than $150 million,
332,000-square-foot center – including the
facility, bridge, park and 625-space parking
garage – will expand the world-renowned
cancer care available in Jacksonville.
“This is a once in a lifetime building; you
cannot ask for a more technical building
from an architectural standpoint nor a
structural standpoint,” said Gibbs, who
holds a degree in building science. “The
original RFP was ‘design an iconic building’
and it will come to stand out in San Marco,
Jacksonville and, in my opinion, the Southeast
as a whole.”
Baptist Health’s footprint

Baptist Health is one of six major medical
centers nationwide partnering with MD
Anderson Cancer Center and that collaboration makes it the largest health care system
in Jacksonville.
In terms of its footprint, the downtown
campus alone is spread across 20 acres,
including Baptist MD Anderson and
Jacksonville Orthopedics Institute. That’s
2.5 million square feet, heated and cooled,
and an additional 1.5 million square feet
of parking garages, according to Amanda
Williamson, media/public relations specialist for Baptist Health.
The new seven-story Palm Avenue garage,
which offers 2,200 spaces, opened in
February 2018 after a one-year construction
project. It has entrances on both Palm
Avenue and San Marco Boulevard. Also in
February, construction began on a fourdeck staff garage on Nira Street, with
completion expected in spring 2019.
When the new Cancer Center is opened
this fall it will include a specialty pharmacy
operated by Walgreens and dedicated to
the specific needs of cancer patients. The
facility will also have a spa-like retail space
dedicated to helping cancer patients
manage the changes in appearance that
treatment can cause.

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.
See just how big your
savings could be.
Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc
Matt Carlucci, Agent
3707 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Bus: 904-399-5544

1103155.1

Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars
when you put all your policies together under our
State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

The St. Johns Riverkeeper and Florida
Native Plant Society’s Ixia Chapter launched
its annual contest March 1 to recognize
individuals or businesses that have implemented River Friendly landscaping
and maintenance practices to reduce their
impact upon the health of the St. Johns
River and the environment.
Eligible candidates for the Outstanding
River Friendly Yard Award help to protect
area waterways by using low-maintenance
native plants, preventing storm water
runoff, and minimizing the use of irrigation,
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides.
The deadline to submit a photo and
statement is Earth Day, April 22. Duval
County residents must meet criteria based
on the University of Florida’s Florida Yards
and Neighborhoods principles, be a member
of St. Johns Riverkeeper and/or Florida
Native Plant Society, and submit a photo
and statement about the yard to shannon@
stjohnsriverkeeper.org, or on social media
(Facebook or Instagram) via #riverfriendlyyardaward. You may nominate yourself,
a neighbor, family member, or business.
Winner of the contest will receive a $100
gift card and a complimentary landscape
analysis with a native landscape expert,
compliments of Native and Uncommon
Plants. Winners also receive Outstanding
River Friendly Yard signage for your home,
a recognition photo session with leaders
from St. Johns Riverkeeper and Florida
Native Plant Society, and potential coverage
on the local news.
Based on the information submitted,
three finalists will be selected that best

1983 San Marco Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL

exemplify a commitment to native plants
and River Friendly Yard practices. A
committee composed of representatives
from St. Johns Riverkeeper, Florida Native
Plant Society – Ixia Chapter, and Duval
IFAS Extension office will then visit the
yards of the finalists and select a winner
using the following criteria.
• Homeowner uses fertilizer and chemicals
sparingly or not at all, waters only as
needed, and is tolerant of some weeds
and pests.
• Landscaped area is maintained and attractive (does not contain excessive or
overgrown weeds).
• Landscaped area utilizes drought-tolerant,
low-maintenance plant material and
groundcover, preferably including 50
percent or more native plants.
• Yard does not include invasive plants.
• If home has an in-ground irrigation
system, it is designed to be as efficient
as possible, by utilizing water efficient
components and strategies (e.g., drip
or micro irrigation, soil moisture sensors,
rain barrels) based on the type of plants
and their individual needs. Homeowner
frequently inspects, repairs, and calibrates
the system and adjusts timer in accordance to changing weather patterns.
• Landscaping and maintenance practices
are consistent with University of Florida’s
Florida Yards and Neighborhoods
principles (http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/homeowners/nine_principles.htm)

904.923.1511 - cell
904.739.1626 - office
anita@anitavining.com

MANDARIN | $1,800,000

Feel the river breeze from the spectacular oak trees surrounding this impressive colonial estate.
Situated on 1.5 acres with 124 feet of panoramic views of the St. Johns River, this home offers
much more than just an impression. Entertain guests around the pool and spa. Original architectural
details and hardwood floors throughout. New dock with covered boat lift. Central location near
wonderful schools, extraordinary grocery shopping & restaurants for all taste.
5 Bedrooms/ 3.5 Bathrooms/4,199 square feet / MLS # 925593

Epping Forest

San Marco

| $1,490,000
NEWLY UPDATED AND
SURROUNDED BY HISTORY
• Gorgeous wide plank hardwood floors
• Watch children play in the pool from
your lanai.
• Spacious kitchen and dining area
• Walk to Epping Forest mansion and
amenities
• 5 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths/5,539 sqft
• MLS# 921956

| $900,000

San Marco

| $399,000
VINTAGE CHARMER IN TOP
SCHOOL DISTRICT
• Beautiful front and back yard
• Newly updated with original
architectural details
• Walk or bike to wonderful restaurants
and parks
• Spacious sunroom
• 3 Bedrooms/2 baths/1,662 sqft
• MLS# 927566

St. Nicholas

| $1,500,000

OWN A PIECE OF JACKSONVILLE
HISTORY
• Rich in detail and architecture
• High ceilings and spacious rooms
• Watch children play on large front
lawn
• Walk to dinner in San Marco Square
• 5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths/5,418 sqft
• MLS # 917192

AnitaVining.com | Selling the Best of Jacksonville...

WATCH MANATEE AND DOLPHIN
SWIM FROM YOUR DOCK
• Unbelievable panoramic views of
downtown & St. Johns River
• Sprawling lawn perfect for entertaining
• Rich in detail and history
• Spacious rooms with wonderful flow
• 5 Bedrooms/6 baths/5,427 sqft
• MLS# 902481

Proud Supporter of:

RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker,
this is not intended as a solicitation

6 |

R ESID ENT COMM UNITY NEWS

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | APRIL 201 8

Riverfront party
mansion slapped
with injunction

Strategy group seeks your input, opinion

By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

A neighborhood dispute between the
owners of a riverfront estate and other
residents on a quiet street in Miramar may
be drawing to a close with an order by a
Circuit Court judge to stop using the
property as a destination rental.
The Tuscan River Estate, 4424 Kelnepa
Drive, has been marketed as “a premier
destination” listed on the Historic Registry,
though no mention of it is found on the
National Register of Historic Places.
“Stepping onto the property is like being
immediately in Tuscany, Italy,” according
to its website, tuscanriverestate.com. The
four-bedroom Mediterranean estate, built
on the St. Johns River in 1924, has a dock,
swimming pool, steam room, Jacuzzi,
summer kitchen and, according to its website,
has been decorated with $1 million in
imported furnishings. The cost: $650 a
weekend night, plus a 13 percent resort tax
and $425 cleaning fee, for up to 10 persons.
Until recently, it also was marketed on
the HomeAway website, attracting weddings and parties and headaches for the
neighbors, who complained to the City
of Jacksonville about traffic issues and
property damage on the short dead-end
street.
The City investigated and found that
Tuscan River Estate LLC was violating
the zoning code and the fire code by
using a single-family dwelling for “assembly
occupancy” (space used for at least 50
people) by marketing it for “short-term

Shape the future, share your vision

The Tuscan River Estate, 4424 Kelnepa Drive

rental for social activities,” according to
court records.
Estate manager Michael Johnigean
protested that they weren’t breaking
any laws.
“This has been so unfair. This is mostly
for people who come in from out of town.
They’re nice people who can pay this kind
of rent. It’s a $3.5 million home. It’s not
cheap,” Johnigean told The Resident last
summer. “If people want to have a party,
that’s their business as long as they’re not
bothering the neighbors.”
In February, the City sought and was
granted a permanent injunction.
“They didn’t show up at the hearing or
have a representative,” said Allan Biatts,
who has lived next door to the estate since
1999.
Biatts said he’s been told that someone
from the estate asked that it be allowed
to hold two more weddings. After those
events, Tuscan River Estate will be allowed
to continue to rent the mansion for overnight guests, but the rental period has to
be at least seven days.
“I’m hoping this resolves it now that a
judge has said you can’t do this,” Biatts said.
Although Johnigean ceased to accept
calls from The Resident after publishing
a story in the September 2017 issue, The
Resident reached out for comment but
there was no response.

Economic growth, talent development,
brand recognition and global competitiveness are typical goals for many companies. They also happen to be the goals
of a regional economic development
strategy group hoping to gain an effective
understanding of the region’s strengths
and needs.
Named “Elevate Northeast Florida,” the
strategy isn’t being conceived, though,
without input from businesses and residents,
who are encouraged to help shape the
Elevate Strategy and establish priorities
for the region’s future. Your input is important and will help establish the region’s
economic and workforce development
priorities for the next five years.
The consulting team includes Avalanche
Consulting and The Council for Adult
and Experiential Learning (CAEL), according to Matt Galnor, vice president
for public affairs for the JAX Chamber.
Avalanche has done similar work in major
metropolitan areas such as Atlanta,
Charleston, S. Carolina, and Charlotte,
N. Carolina and, in 2013-2014 worked
with the City of Jacksonville to review
and update public investment policies.
The strategy is being led by JAXUSA
Partnership, Northeast Florida Regional
Council, and CareerSource Northeast
Florida for seven counties (Baker, Clay,
Duval, Flagler, Nassau, Putnam, and St.
Johns) in Northeast Florida.

The goal is that Elevate
Northeast Florida will:
• Lead to increased economic
growth in the region by
identifying and capitalizing on
regional and county-specific assets.
• Lead to a more competitive talent
pool and increased employment
by connecting residents to jobs,
especially in target industries.
• Result in a marketing and branding
campaign that raises awareness of
the region’s assets to U.S. and
international audiences.
• Lead to enhanced global competitiveness by focusing on strategic
investments across the region.
Elevate Northeast Florida began in
February 2018 and is scheduled for completion in September 2018. You can make
your voice heard by taking a confidential
survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/elevatenefl. The deadline for completing this
survey is 5 p.m. Friday, April 13.
The final results of this survey will be
aggregated, and presented in total on the
project website in April 2018. All responses
will be kept confidential and viewed only
by the consulting team. No individual
commentary will be cited.

Elegant Event Space Available

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

Located in Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552
(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

904-387-5538 | 4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville

www.OrtegaLanding.com | Office@OrtegaLanding.com

Your Neighborhood Loop

DINE IN, TAKE OUT, & CATERING
904-399-5667 | 2014 SAN MARCO BLVD
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Road name change to honor POW, MIA
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Landscape plan for the downtown Interstate 95 corridor

Plans underway for I-95
Overland landscape project
The Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) hosted its second open house March
29 to provide feedback to the community
regarding its proposed landscaping of the
Overland project.
The open house was an informal event so
the public could speak to FDOT staff and
project design consultants and learn about
the landscaping project. The planning phase
is about 60 percent complete, with work anticipated to begin no later than summer 2019.
The landscaping project will include
plantings of numerous species of trees,

native palms, shrubs, ornamental grasses
and vines. Also included is irrigation,
hardscaping, soil work and other incidental
work relating to the overall landscape for
the downtown Interstate 95 corridor.
The proposed landscaping project has
been developed through District Two’s
FDOTree program, a new initiative developed
to promote communication and delivery
of the Florida Department of Transportation’s
Northeast Florida landscaping program.
For more information, visit www.nflroads.
com/FDOTree.

A bill to honor and recognize former
prisoners of war and the more than 82,000
service members still missing in action
and unaccounted for was heard at the
March 13 City Council meeting.
Proposed by Cecil Field POW/MIA
Memorial, Inc., Bill 2018-124 would rename
New World Avenue as POW-MIA Memorial
Parkway, effective July 1, if it is approved
by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities
Committee and by City Council.
New World Avenue is currently a sixmile road stretching from the hangars at
Cecil Field to Chaffee Road. This road also
crosses over the new First Coast Expressway
(State Route 23), also known as Branan
Field Road.
Nearly two dozen people showed up at
the meeting to support Cynde Coving,
Pam Cain and Steve Spickelmier present
the bill to councilmembers. According to
Michael Cassata, executive director of the
nonprofit, Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial,
Inc., all 19 members support the bill, which
is scheduled for a vote in April.
The Cecil Field POW-MIA memorial
was dedicated in 1973 by the families of
POW-MIA pilots and service members
to ensure that these brave soldiers were
not forgotten.
“This [new name] will serve as a constant
reminder for commuters who use the road
on a daily basis,” said Cassata.
Field operations began at Cecil Field in
December 1941, and the base was designated
a Navy auxiliary air station in 1952 when
it became known as Naval Air Station
Cecil Field, the South’s first master jet base.
Squadrons form Cecil Field were aboard

every Atlantic Fleet aircraft carrier deployed
to Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War
and during the same period, 13 Cecil Field
pilots were listed as prisoners of war or
missing in action.
The name change was reviewed and
approved by the 911 Emergency Addressing
Advisory Committee.
Tribute opportunities offered
To help fund the development of the
POW-MIA Memorial, the nonprofit plans
to offer personalized pavers for the Benefactor
Plaza. The memorial bricks can list up to
six lines of text of the name of a loved one
who served at Cecil Field Master Jet Base,
or a family member, military unit, squadron,
ship or branch of the military regardless
of where they served. Details can be found
at www.powmiamemorial.org.
Additionally, loved ones can be honored
by purchasing or contributing to the
purchase of a pew in the Chapel of the
High-Speed Pass, which is currently undergoing renovation. The roof is being
replaced by the City of Jacksonville, then
the interior will be repainted and new
pews installed.
Also, beginning Feb. 3, 2019, the chapel
will officially recognize that day as “Four
Chaplains Day,” to honor four Army
chaplains who gave up their life jackets
on the sinking deck of the U.S.A.T. Dorchester
in the North Atlantic in 1943. Rev. George
L. Fox, Rev. Clark V. Poling, Father John
P. Washington and Rabbi Alexander D.
Goode are still unaccounted for but were
awarded the Army Distinguished Service
Cross, the second highest decoration for
bravery, as well as the Purple Heart and
the Chaplain’s Medal for Heroism.

with knowledge, integrity and experience.

Spend

CINCO
DE
MAYO
with u s
celebrating
our 1 year

anniversary!
822 Lomax St, Jacksonville, FL 32204 | MON.-SAT. 11AM - 8PM | SUN. 12PM - 6PM

WWW.GENERATIONUS.COM

4519 Glen Kernan Parkway East - This 5 BR, 5.5 BA,
Neo-Mediterranean designed home is palatial yet warm.
Two summer kitchens, fountain and casita for your guests.
Heated salt water pool and spa, and outdoor shower.
You will notice updated finishes throughout the house. A
spacious master bedroom with a massive custom closet w/
island. The features are endless...home includes a one-year
home warranty. $1,890,000

Audrey Lackie

BROKER-OWNER

904-703-7652
audreylackie@gmail.com

2436 Sedgwick Place - This 4BR, 4BA home might be
the best maintained move-in ready home you’ll see! Open
kitchen to spacious family room, separate game room/
media room and formal living room. Three indoor gas
fireplaces. An outdoor fireplace for BBQ-ing and a “built in
firepit.’’ Pool and spa with new filtration and pump system.
Freshly painted, hardwood floors through most, inlaw/teen
suite. $589,000

Karen Zambetti
REALTOR®

904-537-4744
zambettisellsjax@gmail.com

6148 San Jose Boulevard West - You will love coming
home to this gracious colonial inspired home on the St
Johns. Welcoming living room with fireplace and French
doors open to the lawn and river, family room, kitchen,
breakfast room, study, dining room and downstairs
bedroom and bath complete the first floor. Upstairs are
the owner’s suite and two other bedrooms, along with a
very large bonus room. $2,197,500

Linda McMorrow REALTOR®
904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com
Selby Kaiser REALTOR®
904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

1442 Mayfair Road - Fall in love with this charming,
updated and expanded home on Millers Creek! In addition
to the ample heated and cooled living space with four
bedrooms, four baths and over 3,600 square feet, there
is a huge area under the house for workshop, storage
or “Man Cave!’’ Private deck with hot tub overlooks the
beautiful, manicured lawn and landscaped areas leading
to the water with dock. $825,000

Linda McMorrow REALTOR®
904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com
Selby Kaiser REALTOR®
904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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Median work underway
along Hendricks Avenue

Emergency approval
for additional funding
will allow Riverplace
Boulevard work to begin
By Lilla Ross
Resident Community News
Riverplace Boulevard is finally starting
its long-awaited “road diet” that will make
the street on the Southbank slower-paced
and pedestrian friendly.
The project was put out for bid last fall
but the bids, opened in December, were
over budget. In March, District 5
Councilwoman Lori Boyer pushed through
an emergency measure adding $642,663
to the project budget.
The $6 million project, unveiled in
2015, will reduce the street from five
lanes to three and includes the addition
of bike lanes, crosswalks, wider sidewalks,
shade trees, landscaping and lighting,
access to the Riverwalk and 36 on-street
parking spaces.
The goal is to give the road between Main
Street and Prudential Drive a more neighborhood feel, in keeping with the changing
character of the area, said Boyer, who
represents the area.
The Southbank is home to a number of
office buildings, but in the last decade,
three high-rises – The Strand, The Peninsula
and San Marco Place – have brought
hundreds of residents to the Southbank.
And a new complex, the Broadstone on
the River, is expected to be completed by
this summer.
To the east, The District – Life Well Lived,
a mixed-use development, could break

Aerial view of Riverplace Boulevard between
Prudential Drive and Main Street to undergo
a “road diet.”

Rendering of approved conceptual plan for
Riverplace Boulevard.

ground by fall on 30 acres of riverfront
land owned by the JEA.
In addition, efforts are underway to
activate the riverfront with the renovation
of Friendship Fountain and the addition
of thematic pocket parks along the
renovated Riverwalk. The bike lanes will
tie into the new bike lanes being installed
on Hendricks Avenue, giving cyclists a
dedicated path from southern Jacksonville
to downtown.
Boyer is hoping restaurants and retail
will be attracted to the area.
The project was delayed because underground utility lines were incorrectly
located on JEA maps and the design had
to be adjusted.
The project is expected to be completed
by the end of 2019.

Before

After

One of the older, wider medians on Hendricks
Avenue between Peachtree Circle North and
Dunsford Road flagged for replacement.

The narrower footprint of the new medians
on Hendricks Avenue between Peachtree
Circle North and Dunsford Road will allow for
parking lanes and biking lanes.

The Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT)is making progress with the San
Jose Boulevard/Hendricks Avenue (State
Road 13) from Cornell Road to San Marco
Boulevard resurfacing and improvement
project that is expected to be complete in
spring 2019.
The $5.4 million project includes resurfacing three miles of roadway, restriping
the shoulders to provide for new bicycle
lanes, and the removal of on-street parking
from Dunsford Road to San Marco

Boulevard and from Cornell Road to
Peachtree Circle North.
Additionally, medians along Hendricks
Avenue are being narrowed to provide for
the bike lanes; a pedestrian island with
audible countdown timers at Hendricks
Avenue Elementary School, and similar
timers at Ridgeland, Dunsford and River
Oaks Roads will be installed, while Emerson
Street and Greenridge Road will get new
traffic signals in addition to countdown
pedestrian timers.

Let us be the ‘KEY’ to your

HOME MORTGAGE LOAN
904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

n Great low rates.
n Convenience – we keep it simple.
n Financing is available up to
100% of your home value.

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES
SUCH AS:

Broken Pipes
Damaged Faucets
Leaks
Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks
Broken or Overflowing Toilets

firstatlantic.bank | 904-348-3100

Jacksonville • Orange Park • Ponte Vedra • St. Augustine
Copyright 2017 All rights reserved. FirstAtlantic Bank is a division of
National Bank of Commerce. Mortgage Lender NMLS #514390.

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping
Emergency Plumbing Services
Water Heater Service & Installation
Sewer & Drain Service
Drain Cleaning/Stoppages
Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

DINNER BELL
B E L LW E T H E R JA X .C O M

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Now Serving Dinner
Wednesday–Saturday

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.com

100 North Laura Street
904.802.7745

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

25.00 OFF

$

Get $25 OFF your service.
Call any Weekday in

.

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires
3 , 2018.
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New incentive plan proposed for Southbank development
‘Brown bag’ lunch meeting
held to lay out plan

5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer at a brown bag
workshop for the DIA board and City
Council members.
Under the new plan, the city would provide
By Lilla Ross
$56 million in property tax rebates over 22
Resident Community News
years to the developers’ company, the
Elements of Development Jacksonville LLC.
It’s not a done deal, but the latest proposal The rebates, called Recaptured Enhanced
by the City of Jacksonville’s Downtown Value or REV grants, are 75 percent of the
Investment Authority could mean The property taxes and are dependent on how
District—Life Lived Well, a large development much of The District is built and added to
on the Southbank, is closer to moving from the tax rolls.
the drawing boards to a construction site.
As part of the deal, the city would create
The plan by Elements Development of a community development district that
Jacksonville LLC developers Peter Rummell would enable Elements to issue bonds to
and Michael Munz to build a $600 million raise $30 million for streets and utilities in
health-oriented mixed-use development the development. Community development
on 30 acres has been on the drawing boards districts are commonly used in suburban
since 2015 when JEA agreed to sell them projects, but this would be the first time
the Southbank site for $18.5 million.
one has been used downtown.
The deal has been delayed several times.
In addition, Elements would give the city
The development rights were entwined with four acres of riverfront property where the
the Northbank and had to be untangled. DIA would spend $26.4 million for public
And the state had to sign off on JEA’s $20 amenities including 3.75 acres of park space,
million environmental cleanup on the former a 1,900-foot Riverwalk extension with
Southside Generating Station, but that didn’t bulkhead, a boardwalk trail, 100 parking
come through until last summer.
spaces and three road extensions.
Then, two months ago, a proposal for the
Wallace said the DIA has $5 million for
City to buy the land from JEA and lease it the project and $4 million to come in the
to Elements met with stiff opposition and next two years. The remainder of the money
was withdrawn.
would be borrowed from the city at 2.66
A new incentive plan was unveiled March percent over 20 years, pending council
26 by DIA CEO Aundra Wallace and District approval. The loan would be repaid using

“I expect conversation and dialogue,
but I don’t expect problems.”
— Michael Munz, partner in Elements Development of Jacksonville LLC

tax revenue from the Southside Tax Increment
Financing District, which encompasses part
of the Southbank.
The deal must be approved by the DIA
board and the City Council.
And it needs to be done by July 18, the
deadline for purchasing the property.
“When everyone studies the proposal,
they’ll see that it is not new, it is not different. It has proven to work in Jacksonville
in 10 or 11 places,” Munz said. “I expect
conversation and dialogue, but I don’t
expect problems.”
More steps forward than back
Despite the setbacks, there has been
progress as well.
Last fall, Marriott announced it would
build a 200-room AC Hotel. Impact Properties
of Tampa will develop, own and manage
the hotel.
Last month, Elements announced that
Kitson & Partners of Palm Beach Gardens
would coordinate the project. Kitson &
Partners is known for innovative, sustainable
development including Babcock Ranch,
the nation’s first solar-powered town near
Fort Myers.
And Munz said he also received the goahead from the state Department of Fish
and Wildlife for the 125-slip marina.
Negotiations are underway with developers for an apartment complex and retail,
including a greengrocer and yoga studio.
Rummell also hinted that a major company
in Jacksonville is considering moving its
headquarters to The District.
Assuming the redevelopment agreement
is approved by the City Council, Munz said

ground will be broken as soon as the engineers give the green light.
The “horizontal” work — site clearing,
roads and utilities — would take from 18
to 24 months to complete. Work would
begin on the western side of the property
and move east, allowing “vertical” construction of buildings to begin.
The specifics for the development presented
at the DIA meeting had changed somewhat,
having been right-sized for the market.
The original proposal for 1,170 residences
had been reduced to 950; 200 hotel rooms
down to 147; and 285,000 to 134,600 square
feet of retail space. The 200,000 square feet
of office space remained unchanged.
Munz said he knows some people are
frustrated by the delays, but big projects
like The District are complicated. He noted
that it took Alex Coley several years to build
220 Brooklyn, a much smaller project than
The District.
“We don’t need applause, but we need
people to recognize the time, commitment
and financing we have put into it and respect
that we haven’t given up when we have had
a lot of challenges to face to get to this point,”
Munz said.
Second workshop planned
A second brown bag “lunch and learn”
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April
4, 12:15-1:30 p.m. in the Lynwood Roberts
room at City Hall, 117 W. Duval St. The
meeting will be presented by Aundra Wallace
and is a continuation of the dialogue on the
proposed framework for the development
of the former JEA Southside Generating
Station site.

Magnificent Mediterranean Style Home
Boasts elegant features and upgrades throughout. Once you reach the
custom made front door, you and your guests will be greeted by the
splendor of this exquisite home. $1,450,000 | 1855 EPPING FOREST
Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®
904.553.2032 cell
904.280.0486 office direct
elizabeth@elizabethhudgins.com
www.elizabethhudgins.com

“From Cottages to Castles”
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®
Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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Commercial-grade dehumidifiers win
battle against unhealthy crawlspaces
A dry crawlspace is vital for your home’s health and yours

Pine Castle staff with members of Russian disability organizations who toured the campus to
learn best practices for the disabled to have access to services and accommodations.

Pine Castle hosts emerging
Russian leaders on campus
Emerging Russian leaders were hosted
by Pine Castle, Inc. March 20 in a visit
arranged by GlobalJax, the local partner
for the U.S. Department of State International
Visitor Leadership Program.
Pine Castle, 4911 Spring Park Rd., serves
adults with intellectual and other disabilities. GlobalJax, is a local nonprofit
working with leaders in more than 180
countries. The visitors from Moscow, St.
Petersburg and other Russian cities toured
Pine Castle’s campus learning best practices
for serving adults with intellectual and
developmental differences.
After the tour, Pine Castle’s leadership
team answered questions about the
programs, budgets, philanthropy and
the participant’s ability to choose their
life goals.

“Pine Castle was honored to host visitors
from very similar programs in Russia for
people with disabilities. Our conversations
were focused around serving the whole
person and their right of choice in how
they spend their time at Pine Castle,
whether it be working, learning or simply
connecting with others,” said Lori Ann
Whittington, CEO.
The visitors were identified by the
U.S. embassy as emerging leaders in
Russia to participate in the International
Visitor Leadership Program focused
on disabilities, access to services and
accommodations. Their backgrounds
ranged from working in organizations
serving individuals in wheelchairs to
autism, clinical psychology, philanthropy
and other intellectual disabilities.

Just thinking about what could be lurking
under your home is enough to make your
skin crawl. Bugs, pests, mold and other
creepy-crawlies love moisture, especially in
a wood environment, but there’s a cure for that.
By dehumidifying your crawlspace, you
are taking back every inch of your home
because crawlspace invaders hate a dry environment. They can’t thrive long without a
constant source of moisture, so when you
dehumidify you are “turning off their tap.”
Fortunately, Turners Underseal has the
best solution for keeping a crawlspace nice
and dry – and free of the crawlspace “nasties.”
“Just about the only way to maintain a
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a permanently installed, commercial-quality
dehumidifier, like Turners Underseal compact
unit,” said Turner, who is passionate about
health – yours and your home’s.
“We install a 6-by-6-foot liner with a
mounting pad under the commercial dehumidifier with an automatic pump, partial
vent closings and drainage to the outside for
trouble-free operation,” he said, adding that
getting your crawlspace dry and keeping it
that way will prevent it from becoming a
nasty breeding ground while improving
indoor air quality.
Warning: Crawlspace contaminants
harmful to your health
Moist crawlspaces are breeding grounds
for mold and mildew, and can make you sick,
especially if you have allergies or asthma. But
even if you’re not prone to allergies, contaminants from crawlspaces can still irritate your
eyes, skin, nose, throat, and lungs.

JACKSONVILLE VETERANS
MEMORIAL ARENA

May 8

COMING SOON!!!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT TICKETMASTER.COM
AND TOM BUSH FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS BOX OFFICE

Technician preparing to apply
wood sealer to crawlspace.

“If you keep your
crawlspace dry year
round, that means you
are pumping dry air
into your home all the
time. In Florida, our
dehumidification
system is the only way
to keep it dry!”
— Chris Turner, owner, Turners Underseal

With over 30 years’ experience as a certified
indoor air quality professional, Turner
knows his stuff when it comes to healthy,
dry crawlspaces.
“After creating healthy, dry crawlspaces
for years, we’ve found that our dehumidifier
systems have resulted in tremendous improvements in our clients’ homes,” said Turner.
In addition to affecting your health, damp
air in your crawlspace may damage the
structure of the home, its flooring, your
furniture, and items stored in a crawlspace.
Joan McNish of Jacksonville struggled with
swollen floors until she called Turner.
After treating the wood underfloor with
solution to sanitize contaminants, Turner
sprayed his proprietary product, Turners
Underseal, on the fibers of the wood, then
installed a commercial-grade dehumidifier
to keep humidity to a minimum.
“It’s been one year since the dehumidifier
and wood sealer installation. The swollen
floor has settled back down and the whole
house feels much better and drier,” said
McNish, who has a 25-year guarantee against
moisture, mold and mildew.
Katie Penkala of Avondale also experienced
extreme humidity in her 90-year-old home.
After other air quality control companies
turned her down, Turner diagnosed the
problem as the crawlspace, and the job was
completed within a week.
“After the first day of having my dehumidifier installed, I already had a noticeable
difference in the humidity level,” said Penkala.
“It has made my drywall stop cracking, my
carpet is no longer damp, and there are no
musty odors in my house.”
“I would definitely recommend Turners
Underseal to anyone who wants a healthier
crawlspace and a less humid house,” she said.

In addition to the dehumidification system, Turners Underseal also does crawlspace
wood sealing and crawlspace liners. For your free crawlspace inspection, contact
Chris Turner at (904) 903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. or check
out Turners Underseal at turnersunderseal.com/
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Episcopal grads share culinary success, raise funds for school
The Episcopal School of Jacksonville
alumni “foodies” took over the campus
March 3 for “Chef ’s Table: Rooted in
Episcopal,” an event that raised more than
$100,000 for the school.
Chaired by Tamara Bogan, the Celebration
2018 Committee welcomed 300 guests to
for the school’s fundraising auction, which
featured food by some of Jacksonville’s best
foodies, all of whom are ESJ alumni.
Alumni participants included Jennifer
Earnest ’00 (The Candy Apple Cafe &
Cocktails/The Chef 's Garden Catering &
Events), Christopher Dickerson ’90 (Corner
Taco), Michael Schmidt ’96 (The Bearded
Pig BBQ), Ben Davis ’92 (Intuition Ale
Works), Brittany Moore ’03 (Good Dough)
and Scott Meyer '05 (Congaree and Penn).

Episcopal alumni Michael Schmidt (The Bearded
Pig BBQ), Jennifer Earnest (The Candy Apple
Cafe & Cocktails /The Chef's Garden Catering &
Events), Christopher Dickerson (Corner Taco)

Celebration 2018 Committee: Tara Maw, Michelle Wright, Kim Watkins, Lisa Gielincki, Ann McCarthy, Katherine Rabil, Cara Hodges, Janine Moore, Event
Chair Tamara Bogan, Julie McLaurine, Laura Jane Pittman, Heather Moseley, Stacy Chupp, Andree King, and Martha Greene; not pictured: Marla Anderson,
Kari Barron, Mary Cook, Lili Corbin, Andrea Frick, Catherine Kirkpatrick, Paula Kowkabany, Ginger Kurlas, Paige LaBorde, Lara Leinenweber, Kim Mansur,
Ingrid McCawley, Lynne Murphy, Amy Perkins, Raymur Walton Rachels, Lindsay Lastinger Riggs, Kristen Schmidt Seay, Amy Summerlin, and Dawn Tatarka

New consignment shop offers boutique experience

Industry West opens studio,
headquarters in San Marco
Industry West, an e-commerce furniture
company focusing on furnishing restaurants,
hotels, high-tech startups and residences
throughout North America, unveiled its
new studio and headquarters at 1407
Atlantic Blvd., at a soft opening March 29.
The 4,300-square-foot facility, which
formerly housed Stellers Gallery, offers
customers the ability to view and purchase
a rotating selection of items from the
company’s extensive Mid-Century Modern
collection while providing trade professionals with a location to work with the
Industry West team on new projects.
Industry West’s sales team, design consultants customer service representatives
and senior leadership are also on site.
Industry West has a warehouse on
Morton Street in San Jose. They have
provided seating for local restaurants

Jordan and Anne England

liked M Shack, Town Hall, Moxie, Orsay,
Taverna and Bold Bean.
The company was founded in 2011 by
Jordan and Anne England, who have two
daughters, and live in San Marco. They met
on a mission trip in 1995 as teenagers, then
both attended Emory University.

Revolve, a new consignment shop for
women and men, has opened at 1960 San
Marco Blvd. on San Marco Square.
“Some resale businesses can have that
‘flea market’ feel, but I strive to create a
boutique experience for my customers.
Some customers walk in and don’t even
realize that they are in a consignment
store,” said Dawn Harrison, sole proprietor.
“I am a Jersey Shore girl who relocated
to St. John’s nine months ago with one
goal: to open another consignment store
here in Jacksonville.
Harrison has done retail merchandising
and staging for 10 years, and co-owned
and operated another consignment
business, House of Style, in Manasquan,
New Jersey, and said she is bringing the
same type of vibe to Revolve.
“San Marco is very reminiscent of
Manasquan; it has the same quaint flare
with a little bit of everything, that is,

Dawn Harrison

culture, trendy eateries and shopping,”
said Harrison. “I’m truly excited to be
here and everyone that I have met so far
has been extremely welcoming. I’m looking
forward to planting deep roots for many
years to come.”
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Invest in your children’s education, future plans

Workshop helps navigate
529 savings plans
Struggling to save for a college education can be a financial juggling act
for young families. When the Internal
Revenue Code added a college savings
plan that would not be taxed federally
two decades ago, many parents and
grandparents jumped on the idea.
Since then, the costs of not just college
tuition, but also private primary and
secondary schools, has skyrocketed,
causing many families to really tighten
the financial belt – or make the difficult
decision to forego a Catholic education
for their children.
“More than ever, young people need
a solid foundation in faith and reason to
navigate our complex and challenging
world. Catholic schools provide the tools
to do so, by teaching children to pursue
knowledge and true wisdom and live
lives of meaning and purpose in service
of others,” said Lesley Harvey, M.Ed.,
Executive Director of the Council of
Catholic Academies.
“The Council of Catholic Academies
has been called upon to work hand-inhand with Catholic educational leaders
at the school and diocesan levels to
continue this mission and cultivate opportunities of excellence,” she continued.
“As a board, we share wisdom, resources,
and a passion for Catholic education and
are happy to be able to provide current
or prospective families the strategies and
tools to invest in a Catholic education in
the most cost-effective way.”

The good news is changes in the tax code
now offer a savings plan starting from
kindergarten on through to college, so new
parents can begin saving and investing
immediately to help defray Catholic elementary and high school tuition.
If you’re unsure about investing, the
best guidance you can get is from a
professional financial planner, who will
help you through the steps so the impact
of education expenses don’t create a major
lifestyle-altering event.
To understand how to find the most
tax-efficient way to save and pay for a
Catholic education at any level, join Lou
Walsh, a Chartered Financial Analyst
and chair of the Council of Catholic
Academies, at a workshop Tuesday, April
10, for current and expectant parents.
The event will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the
Harris Center at Bishop Kenny High
School, 1055 Kingman Avenue.
Reserve your seat at the table, RSVP
no later than April 6, by visiting www.
choosecatholicschool.com, or call (904)
262-3200, ext. 153.

PD. ADV.

Local golfers honored,
recognized at 6th annual
Celebration of Golf
A sellout crowd turned out Feb. 28 at
the World Golf Hall of Fame for the sixth
annual “Celebration of Golf Banquet.”
The evening’s featured speaker was Peter
Kuchar, whose son is PGA TOUR star
Matt Kuchar.
Ortega resident Joe Louis Barrow, Jr.,
who recently retired as CEO of The First
Tee, was presented the Deane Beman
Award for contributions to golf in North
Florida, with numerous other 2017
tournament winners and award recipients
also recognized. Also from Ortega,
longtime JAGA director Fred Seely was
honored by JAGA president Don Gilmore
for his second term as President of JAGA
in 2016 and 2017.
San Jose Country Club members Chris
DeBusk and Todd Bork received two
awards each from the Northern Chapter
of the North Florida PGA from the 16
given. DeBusk was recognized as Player
of t he Ye ar and w it h t he Pl ayer
Development award, while Bork received
awards for Senior Player of the Year,
and Merchandiser (Private) of the Year.
The Jacksonville Women’s Golf
Association, which celebrated its 90th
year in 2017, presented a $27,000
check to Challenge Enterprises, is a

Joe Louis Barrow, Jr.

multi-dimensional organization that
offers training, housing and employment
to hundreds of disabled men and women
along the First Coast.
The banquet, which is co-sponsored by
JAGA and the Northern Chapter of the
North Florida PGA, was a sellout affair
for the third year in a row, with 200 in
attendance. After five years at Timuquana
Country Club, the event moved this year
to the World Golf Hall of Fame at World
Golf Village in St. Augustine.

2017 award winners for the Northern Chapter of the North Florida PGA

CLASS IS IN SESSION
noted
All Classes $25 (unless
otherwise) | 6:30-8 p.m.

April 10: Craft Beer 101 ($20)
May 1: German & Czech Styles
June 5: British & Irish Styles
www.alewifebottleshop.com

1035 park street

|

904.575.4951

Elegant Avondale
Waterfront
Offered At $1,950,000

Walk To The Shoppes Of Avondale

3554 Richmond Street
4 Bedrooms 4.5 Baths

Jane

Slater

3627 St. Johns Ave. | Jacksonville, FL

cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com | NeighborhoodsofJax.com

REALTOR®, GRI

President’s Circle
Top 4% of the Network
Connecting You to
the Neighborhoods
of Jacksonville
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2nd annual Hightower Emerging
Leaders Fellowship announced

Major gift endows
opportunities for children
for years to come
The widow of a 96-year-old San Jose
man who passed away two years ago has
released $3.5 million from their estate
to establish an endowment at the Jewish
Community Alliance.
Hilda Goldman, 87, wanted to put their
savings to use prior to her own death, according to Myron Flagler, JCA executive
director. The gift was announced during
the 30th anniversary celebration in February
as part of a new Legacy Giving campaign.
Goldman’s husband, Sol, established the
Gold Merit Meat Packing Plant after serving
in World War II. It was one of only three
meat distributors in Florida, counting
Winn-Dixie as a major customer. At the
time of his death, Sol Goldman was a
20-year member of the JCA.
“Sol was a wonderfully kind, quiet, private
man, who loved children,” said Flagler. “He
would come to the J to work out, then sit
and watch the children play, with a twinkle
in his eye. That our work made such a

|

Sol and Hilda Goldman

difference in Sol’s life and prompted him
to leave such a gift is an amazing thing.”
Allison Korman Shelton, JCA board
president, indicated in a newsletter the
Sol and Hilda Goldman Memorial
Endowment for Early Childhood and
Camp Scholarships will provide financial
support for children who will benefit
from the JCA’s children’s programs.
Proceeds from the endowment will
provide full and partial scholarships for
“promising, worthy, talented, industrious,
needy and deserving” children in the
center’s preschool and camp programs.
“Sol made a difference that will change
the course of many children’s lives for
decades to come,” Flagler said.
Established in 1988 and located at 8505
San Jose Blvd., the JCA serves 10,000 people.

Former commercial banker joins local realty firm
San Marco resident Josefina Diaz has joined the San Marco
office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network
Realty as a Realtor.
Born and raised in the Northeast United States, Diaz moved
to the Dominican Republic in 1998 and spent the next 18 years
living and working there, including seven years in commercial
banking, as well as two years with real estate operations in the
Dominican Republic. More recently, Diaz worked in the
marketing department for Ultimate Racing, Inc., helping to
promote and grow the company.

Josefina Diaz

Mike Hightower and JAX Chamber Board Chair John Peyton with the 2018 Hightower Emerging
Leaders Fellowship and Steering Committee

The 2nd annual Hightower Emerging
Leaders Fellowship, a nine-month program
to connect talented young professionals
with community leaders, kicked off Feb.
26 with more than a dozen young professionals from a variety of different industries
selected for the class.
The fellowship is named for Mike Hightower,
who as JAX Chamber Chair in 2009 helped
launch ImpactJAX, the Chamber’s young
professional organization.
Community leaders who will be speaking
at monthly meetings through November
include Darnell Smith, Tim Cost, John Peyton,
Audrey Moran, Betsy Lovett and Ed Burr.
The 2018 Fellows are Kenneth Ackerson,
Vice President & Commercial Associate,
Bank of America Merrill Lynch; Tricia
Bautista, Development Coordinator, Nemours
Fund for Children’s Health; John Brigman,
Commercial Banking Relationship Manager/
Vice President, BB&T; Chris Conner,
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, W.I.L.D
Program Coordinator; Ashley E. Cook,
North Florida Regional Director, U.S.
Senate; James Croft, Senior Public
Communications Officer, City of Jacksonville;
Tad Dickman, Senior Manager of Public

All together for
your family’s
health.
Medical Director Amy McCoy, DO, and her health care
team provide a medical home to your family members
ages 5 and above.
We offer the following services:
 Management of chronic conditions
 Mental health, including ADHD management
 Minor skin procedures
 Preventive medicine
 Weight management
 Wellness visits
 Women’s health
Plus, our patients have access to MyUFHealth, a secure
web portal that allows them to communicate with their
providers, schedule appointments, request prescription
refills, view test results and more.
Call today to make your new-patient appointment and
ask us about our virtual visit program.

Urgent care same-day appointments
are available.

UF Health Family Medicine – San Jose
2777 University Blvd. W., Suite 26, Jacksonville, FL 32217
Hours: Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Phone: 904.633.0475

Relations, Jacksonville Jaguars; Alex Douglas,
II, Raymond James & Associates Inc.,
Financial Advisor; Sarah Henderson, United
Way of Northeast Florida, Director of
Marketing and Communications; Jennifer
C. Kjellman, Dream Finders Homes, National
Marketing Manager;
Kim Kristoff ,
Operational KPI Management, Manager,
Acosta; Kristin Livingston, Director of
Programs, Cathedral Arts Project Inc.;
Liam O'Reilly, GreenPointe Holdings,
Senior Development Manager; Ashley
Rogan, River City Science Academy, Teacher;
Katherine Ruttell, Director of Marketing
and Development, Live Oak Contracting;
Jessie Spradley, Northeast Florida Builders
Association, Governmental Affairs Director,
and Joey Vaid, Driver, McAfee, Hawthorne
& Diebenow, Attorney.
The five-member 2018 Steering Committee
is Andrew Kisz, Ernst & Young; Thomas
Lee IV, Lee & Cates Glass, and Chris Warren,
University of North Florida, all Hightower
Fellowship Founding Members, plus Tyler
Mathews, England-Thims & Miller, and
Gracie Simendinger, Beaches Emergency
Assistance Ministry, 2017 Hightower
Fellowship Alumnus.

14 |

MOVERS & SHAKERS |

Close the door on expensive replacements;
refinish professionally at fraction of the cost

Before

A wood door is often the showpiece of
a home’s exterior, but when it’s been treated
harshly by Florida weather it’s hard to
imagine the grandeur of what it once was
when all you see is a faded finish on a
rough and dried out façade.
Your inclination might be to replace
the old door, but first consider getting a
quote from R.J. Katsma, owner of Doors
And More Refinishing. Refinishing is
much more affordable than you think, it
will be restored to its natural beauty – and
you’ll get a one-year warranty.
Below the surface of a tired and
weathered wood door, Katsma finds the

Before

After

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | APRIL 201 8

R E SID E NT C OM M UNI TY N EWS

After

qualities that will bring your door back
to stunning splendor.
“The door is typically the focal point
of your home’s exterior, the first thing
someone will notice,” said Katsma, a
master refinisher. “Doors are expensive,
so you need to take care of them.”
Katsma loves working with wood and
also refinishes shutters, pergolas, outdoor
teak furniture, and even teak sailboats.
He takes his time and pays great attention
to detail, as many happy clients agree.
“RJ combines craftsman and professional
like few other home contractors. He has a
real eye for detail, precision and quality
and takes great pride in his work,” said Will
Ketchum, of Avondale. “Our front door
(the original door on our home built in
1929) may not have been refinished since
the 1950s. His process of stripping, sanding
and refinishing left it beautifully restored.
We wish we had done it sooner! Best of all,
RJ works in a professional manner. He was
exactly on time on the exact day we scheduled, did exactly what he proposed and
even helped us noodle on the color until
we got it just right. We had a great experience
and would recommend him to anyone,
especially owners of older homes who want
their refinishing handled with care.”
For a quick quote, simply text a photo
of your door to (904) 334-5177 or email
doorsandmorerefinishing@gmail.com.
Katsma will provide an estimate you can’t
pass up.
PD. ADV.

ELM founder retires after
40 years in architecture

With more than 40 years of experience in the design and construction documentation of a variety of project types and clients,
Tim Miller, a principal with Ervin Lovett Miller (ELM), retired
the end of March. A registered architect in the states of Florida,
North Carolina, Georgia, and Washington, Miller and partners
Russ Ervin and Steve Lovett founded ELM in 2001, and in 2004
renovated a former hardware store on Kings Avenue into the office
used by ELM’s 17 employees today.
The longtime San Marco resident will remain on ELM’s Board
of Directors and, following a three-month sabbatical, will maintain
a consulting role on a part-time basis to serve the firm’s expanding
Tim Miller
mix of clients and projects.
Miller has led multidiscipline design teams on complex projects, primarily in the
southeastern United States, and would seek to find solutions based in the traditions of
craftsmanship, community, and sustainability. During his career, he has compiled extensive
experience in the design of unique office and commercial buildings; residential buildings
and homes; and resort and club facilities, including golf clubs, and fitness, spa, and
wellness facilities; community amenities, and places of worship.
After receiving a Bachelor of Design from the University of Florida in 1981, Miller
pursued and earned a Bachelor of Architecture from Auburn University in 1987. While
at the University of Florida, he pursued a diverse field of study which emphasized historic
preservation and passive solar design. He is a member of the American Institute of
Architects (AIA), the Institute of Classical Architecture (ICA), the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, and the San Marco Preservation Society. He also served on the
City of Jacksonville’s Downtown Development Review Board for eight years, holding the
position of Board Chairman for the last two years of his service.

San Marco Toastmasters advance to division competition
Two members of the Top O’ The Rock
Toastmasters club have advanced to the
Division level contest. Bob Warren, in the
International Speech Contest, and Erika
Burgess, in the Table Topics Contest, won
competitions at both the club and area levels.
The International Speech Contest focuses
on preparation and delivery of a 5- to 7-minute
speech on an aspect of life that is of importance to the speaker. The Table Topics Contest
is an opportunity for contestants to respond
directly and specifically to a posed question Bob Warren and Erika Burgess, Toastmasters
within a 1- to 2-minute time limit.
Area Contest first place winners
The Division contest will be held on
Saturday, April 7, where Warren and Burgess their public speaking and leadership skills. The
will test their skills against members from local group, Top o’ the Rock Toastmasters,
clubs throughout Jacksonville. The winners meets in San Marco every Wednesday from
will move on to compete at the state and Noon to 1:15 p.m. at Riverside Chevrolet
international conventions.
on Philips Hwy. It is open to the public and
Toastmasters is a world-wide organization serves all surrounding areas. More infordedicated to helping individuals improve mation can be found at www.toporock.com.

CUSTOM BUILDING - REMODELING

Landscape Maintenance & Home Improvement

Call 904-414-1902 Today

Celebrating 56 Years as
Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom Builder
& Remodeler

CBC026189

Residential & Commercial

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!

April Showers Bring May Flowers
Never More True in
Real Estate Than Right Now

Jesse Rain, Realtor

®

904-536-3081
jrain904@gmail.com

We Love Selling Real Estate Because of
You and Your Beautiful Homes.

Anne Burpee Rain, Realtor
904-472-9809
abrain4@gmail.com

®
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North Florida Land Trust
earns national recognition

North Florida Land Trust has been accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, an independent program of
the Land Trust Alliance. This national
recognition places NFLT within a network
of 398 accredited land trusts across the
nation that have demonstrated a commitment
to professional excellence and to maintaining
the public’s trust in their work. NFLT has
been saving open and natural spaces since
1999 and this national recognition shows
their commitment to permanent land
conservation throughout their 10-county
focus area and beyond.
“This accreditation is a huge step for us
and brings credibility to our operations,”
said Jim McCarthy, president of NFLT. “A
donor, large or small, will know we operate

to the highest standards and are among the
very best in the country. This designation
has strengthened our mission to preserve
the beautiful lands throughout our state for
future generations to enjoy.”
The land trust accreditation program
recognizes land conservation organizations
that meet national quality standards for
protecting important natural places and
working lands forever. NFLT is one of 1,363
land trusts across the United States according
to the most recent National Land Trust
Census, released December 1, 2016 by the
Land Trust Alliance.
A complete list of accredited land trusts
and more information about the process
and benefits are detailed at www.landtrust- Jim McCarthy, Rebecca Perry, Marc Hudson, Andrea Conover, Susan Carr, Cassie Froeba, Elizabeth
accreditation.org.
Guthrie, Emily Dunn, Dana Doody, Genevieve Fletcher and Allison Cologne

DESC brings on new
executive director

Baptist South president honored with Top 25
Minority Executives in Healthcare award

Downtown Ecumenical Services Council
has named David Clark executive director
after a year-long search. He will work with
the Board of Directors, staff, volunteers
and donors in leading the charge to help
12,000 individuals and families a year with
emergency assistance.
“It’s very exciting to join an organization
fulfilling the most basic needs for those who
so desperately need help,” said Clark. “I am
fortunate to be teaming up with a passionate
Board of Directors and staff as well as
dedicated donors and volunteers. In just a
few weeks’ time, I’ve met many wonderful
people receiving services who are so grateful
for everything we can offer them.”
Clark was previously with Children’s
Home Society for 15 years, serving as director of development for 11 years and as
regional director of philanthropy for the
past four years. Also in the nonprofit sector,
Clark served as vice president of communications for United Way of Northeast
Florida for eight years.

Nicole B. Thomas, hospital president
of Baptist Medical Center South, was
recognized by Modern Healthcare as one
of the nation’s Top 25 Minority Executives
in Healthcare in 2018.
Thomas is president of Baptist Health
of Northeast Florida’s second-largest
hospital and is the first female and African
American hospital president in the organization’s more than 60-year history.
After joining Baptist Health in 2011,
Thomas successfully led a range of comprehensive programs and initiatives,
including the launch of the Baptist Stroke
& Cerebrovascular Center in 2013 and
the Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center
partnership in 2015.
Since her appointment as hospital
president of Baptist South in 2016, she
has led a $130- million expansion plan
that has included more than a dozen
campus projects. During the past year
alone, she has overseen construction of
an eight-story patient tower, a 1,200-space

David Clark

Holding a bachelor’s degree in public
relations and journalism from Auburn
University and a master’s degree in communication arts from the University of West
Florida, Clark is also an adjunct professor
at the University of North Florida, teaching
courses in public relations since 1998.

Nicole B. Thomas

parking garage and a four-stor y,
100,000-square-foot medical office building
for physicians and outpatient services.
In its seventh year, Modern Healthcare’s
biennial award honors the top minority
health care executives who are influencing
the policy and care delivery models across
the country.

Linda Strickland
REALTOR®
lindastrickland@comcast.net
www.janieboyd.com

904.881.4811

2229 Park St. | $393,000

1908 Morningside Rd. | $725,000

Historic Avondale photo attached

Keep things
Breezy this spring!
Call us today to have your A/C unit serviced and
ready for the warm temperatures ahead.

$50 OFF
Any residential service
call or duct cleaning.

Excludes filters. Must present coupon.
Valid only with coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Maximum discount 50%
of total service. Expires 4/30/2018

The Good Air People

Serving Jacksonville For over 60 years!

24HR SERVICE CALL 396-7771

396-7771

indoorcomfortjax.com
CAC022429 | 1062246
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Gate Hospitality brings in
new membership director

Kimberly Patterson Younkin

Kimberly Patterson Younkin joined Gate
Hospitality Group in January as the Director
of Membership for both Epping Forest
Yacht & Country Club and The River Club.
Younkin has over 12 years of experience
in hospitality, including nearly five years
with Hyatt Hotels. Her expertise covers
hotel sales, food and beverage sales,
marketing and revenue management.
She is a graduate of the University of
Florida with a Bachelor of Science in
hospitality and tourism management
with a specialization in event management
and marketing.
Younkin is a Jacksonville native who
grew up in the Tampa Bay area and returned to Jacksonville in 2008. She enjoys
spending time with her two sons, hosting
tailgate events throughout the nation,
traveling, sports, and boating.
Skip the
Velvet Rope.
You’re invited!

A voice for arts education turns 25
In celebration of providing quality arts
education – including dance, music,
theatre and the visual arts – to more than
27,000 kindergarten through eighth-grade
students in Duval County for 25 years,
this year Cathedral Arts Project is launching
a summer camp which will feature multidisciplinary arts classes for 6- to 11-yearold students.
Founded by Gail Weltsek in 1993 and a
small group of parishioners at St. John’s
Episcopal Cathedral, CAP began with one
dance class for 10 students at a nearby
transitional housing facility to provide an
opportunity for meaningful arts education
to children who otherwise would not have
access to the arts.
The original dance class was taught at
the Cathedral until an elementary school
principal asked if a similar program could
be offered to the students at her school.
The small group of parishioners grew to
eight volunteer board members who
worked with every school that was willing
to participate. Within three years, CAP

had partnered with 15 elementary schools,
providing free dance classes.
By 1999, programming had expanded to
include the visual arts and violin and, following such rapid growth, CAP decided to
incorporate and was designated as a 501(c)
(3) charity in 2000. Shortly afterward, Kimberly
Hyatt was hired as president and CEO.
Multidisciplinary programs are now
offered at more than 20 schools and
community centers each year, professional
development sessions are offered to local
artists and educators, and CAP has
become a voice for the importance of
arts education.
CAP has received recognition as a leader
in arts education at the local, regional and
national levels – including funding from
the National Endowment for the Arts to
support a visual arts program for incarcerated youth.
“Everyone’s childhood should include
exposure to an arts education. For 25 years,
the Cathedral Arts Project has provided
students with multiple artistic languages to

Heather Moore

Kimberly Hyatt

express their creativity and show their
emotions in positive ways,” said Heather
Moore, board chair. “Our students are given
the opportunity to explore their talents and
develop skills that will serve them well
throughout their lives. It has been an honor
to serve as CAP’s Board Chair as we advocate
and build support for every student to experience a quality arts education.”
The Cathedral Arts Project will highlight
its 25th anniversary with the 14th annual
Spring for the Arts, Friday, April 27, at the
River Club. The signature fundraising event
for the organization has generated nearly
$5 million for arts education programs since
its inception and will feature performances
by current CAP students as well as alumni.

Congregation Ahavath Chesed to welcome new senior rabbi in July
Af ter an eig hteen-month search,
which began July
2016, Congregation
Ahavath Chesed has
announced a new
senior rabbi will join
The Temple July 1.
Rabbi Elizabeth
B ahar comes to Rabbi Elizabeth Bahar
Jacksonville from
Temple B’nai Sholom in Huntsville, Alabama,
where she has served since 2009 following
her ordination at Adath Israel Congregation
in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The 21-member search committee, cochaired by Joanne Cohen and Judy Poppell,
interviewed three candidates before confirming Bahar as the next senior rabbi.
Bahar succeeds Rabbi Joshua Lief, who
served from 2008-2016. During the twoyear interim, the congregation was served
by Rabbi Rick Shapiro from July 2016 to
June 2017, and by Rabbi Matthew Cohen,
associate rabbi at The Temple.
Bahar was born and raised in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, where she was a member of
Rodef Shalom Congregation. She attended
Brandeis University and graduated with a
degree in philosophy and minor in Women’s

Studies and Jewish Studies. She graduated
with a Master of Arts in Hebrew Letters
from Hebrew Union College – Jewish
Institute of Religion in Jerusalem.
Bahar was recently named as one of 33
inspirational rabbis in the country by the
Jewish Daily Forward. Her interests include
biblical archaeology, Jewish Law, Mussar
Texts, prophetic literature and rabbinic
literature. Bahar and her husband, Uzi, have
three children, Aiden, David and Daniel.
Congregation Ahavath Chesed was formally
chartered in 1882, moving to its current
site at 8727 San Jose Blvd. in 1979 and now
numbers 700-plus families.

Feeding Northeast Florida appoints new CEO from ranks
Frank D. Castillo, former COO/CFO for
Feeding Northeast Florida, steps into a new
role as the organization’s new president and
CEO, after leading the organization as
interim CEO since September 2017.
“We are thrilled to name Castillo as Feeding
Northeast Florida’s president and CEO,” said
Feeding Northeast Florida Board Chairman
Josh Martino. “Castillo deeply understands
the issue of food insecurity, as it affected
him personally growing up. His commitment
to the cause, vision for the future and record
of accomplishment at Feeding Northeast
Florida sets him up for success in this role.”

A Nightclub and Benefit Concert for the
nonprofit Florida Theatre

Beginning at seven o’clock:
• complimentary valet parking •
• open bar all night long •
• endless heavy hors d’oeuvres •
• private disco •
• benefit concert featuring
surprise guest performers •
• dancing on the historic Florida Theatre
stage with live music by the Boogie Freaks •

floridatheatre.com/ s tu dio54j ax

Frank Castillo

Fun, Free & Focused On You.

S
A , 

Caregiver Expo 2018 will give you a place

 ..   ..

to “refresh and renew” your caregiving
spirit. This free event will connect you with
the resources to provide excellent care for
those you love, and ways to focus on your
own self-care. Caregiver Expo will feature:

Castillo joined Feeding Northeast Florida
in November 2015 as vice president – finance
and administration. In June 2017 he was
named COO and CFO. He joined the Food
Bank after more than 20 years of financial
and administrative experience in the private
sector, where he successfully turned around
struggling or emerging companies in Silicon
Valley and in North Florida.
Castillo received a Bachelor of Science
in Commerce from Santa Clara University
in Santa Clara, California. He also holds a
Master of Divinity from Reformed Theological
Seminary of Oviedo, Florida.

2018

EverBank Field
US Assure Club East

Hosted by:

Presented by:

• 100+ exhibitors
• No-cost health screenings
• Complimentary pampering services
• Free on-site respite care
• Free parking
• Food available for purchase on-site

CHO 261 Caregiver Expo 2018 Prit Ad - Resident Daily News.v2.indd 1

Register for FREE at

CaregiverExpo18.eventbrite.com

Keynote: Donovin Darius
Former Jacksonville Jaguar
Caregiver

3/12/18 2:34 PM

The #1 Metropolitan
Real Estate Company

with Offices in San Marco Square and
The Shoppes of Avondale
www.SanMarcoHomes.com | (904) 739-0717

Anita Vining

Beverley Brooke

Billie Bernhardt

Camilo Ramirez

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

(904) 910-2782

(904) 710-1550

(954) 805-0428

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898 / 252-5181

CeCe Cummings

Claire Franson

Dee Burnett

Dylan Rigdon

Elizabeth Loftin

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

(904) 923-5331

(904) 923-4073

(904) 540-7672

(904) 477-0219

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

(904) 962-5479

SOLD

$399,000

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®

$450,000

SOLD

1133 MORVENWOOD RD – 3br / 2ba / 1,662 sf

4248 GREAT OAKS LN – 3br / 3ba / 1,911 sf

6977 SAN JOSE BLVD – 4br / 3ba / 2,990 sf

1478 RIVERPLACE BLVD #2007 – 2br/2ba/1,311 sf

Attractive Vintage charmer in Colonial Manor
(Granada) will lure you in as soon as you ride by.
Drive into the original brick drive which extends to
rear of property & a rear entry attached garage.

SOLD by Anita Vining! Look no more for the perfect address. This adorable home is available for
immediate occupancy. Precious front screened
enclosed porch could be another room in the
home. Cozy and comfortable spot for those lazy
days of summer.

Great opportunity to live in desirable San Jose
in a newer quality built home with a fabulous
open floor plan. Upgraded finishes throughout.
Attractive wood look floor tile in most rooms.
Kitchen boasts abundant counter space/storage,
and butler’s pantry.

SOLD Josh Nugent! Rarely available 07 line
has unobstructed views of the St John’s
River, Everbank Field, and all the way east to
Jacksonville Beach! One owner unit has been
well cared for and maintained.

(904) 993-4483

(904) 707-6548

$595,000

SOLD

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

$625,000

7043 CATALONIA AVE – 3br / 2.5ba / 2,972 sf

2344 LA MESA CT – 4br / 4.5ba / 4,780 sf

7010 GAINES CT – 6br / 4-2ba / 5,899 sf

6730 EPPING FOREST WAY #105 – 2br/2.5ba/2,660 sf

SOLD by Lynne Ferguson! San Jose well-built
painted brick pool home awaits new owner.
Spacious multiple living areas flow beautifully for
entertaining or function well for raising a family.

Stately two story Georgian home located in
desirable San Jose Forest on a quiet cul-de-sac
awaits a large or growing family. This home boasts
gorgeous hardwood floors, crown molding, 2
fireplaces, and lovely upstairs master suite.

SOLD by Anita Vining! Alfred I Dupont and
wife, Jesse Ball chose this beautiful property in
1926 to construct their Florida home. You too
can enjoy the romantic ambiance and history
everyday as you drive through the Epping Forest
Yacht Club gate.

Welcome to one of Jacksonville’s most beautiful
communities of Epping Forest. The Woodford
Building originally built and every unit designed
by each home owner is truly one of the most
elegant and well built condo buildings available.

(904) 333-3883

$1,350,000

$6,200,000

$675,000

3904 ALHAMBRA DR W – 5br / 6-5ba / 10,204 sf

3134 WELLESLEY SQUARE – 4br / 4.5ba / 5,963 sf

7000 SAN FERNANDO PL – 4br / 4ba / 4,770 sf

3837 LA VISTA CIR – 3br / 2.5ba / 1,824 sf

Enter the gates of this stunning riverfront estate
and you will instantly feel as though you have
been swept away to a chateau in Normandy,
France. Exquisitely designed with extensive
custom finishes , this home is truly a masterpiece
in design and built for entertaining.

Architectural Masterpiece! Exceptional and
Incredible details throughout including a glass
and steel roof in entrance. Walk inside to Grand
2-Story Atrium Foyer & presentation Staircase.
Formal Living & Dining Rooms are grand.

Drastic price reduction. Pristine home and
property will convey as-is. Private and Peaceful
all brick charm on 225 feet of river frontage.
Private road and protected park across the street.
Pristine & move in ready. Step inside and enjoy
river views from almost every room.

Securely live in this fabulous community. 24 hour
controlled gate. Walk your pet or yourself around
a 1 mile perimeter following the neighborhood
sidewalk around a large lake. Stop and meditate
as you sit on one of the quaint benches along
the way.

$275,000

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Joy Walker

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

REALTOR®

$1,490,000
6647 EPPING FOREST WAY N – 5br/5.5ba /5,539 sf
You will be wowed by the beautiful transformation
that has taken place in this inviting family home.
The gorgeous wide plank hardwood floors span
throughout the first floor & presentation stair
case. Bright light walls newly painted for a
pleasing refresher.

$875,000

(904) 699-4417

$1,395,000

$645,000

1200 JEAN CT – 3br / 2ba / 2,184 sf

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD #1405 – 2br/2.5ba/2,123 sf

7004 GAINES CT – 4br/4.5ba/4,988 sf

New Year! New Price! Enjoy exquisite sunsets &
river breezes on 100 feet of the St. Johns River just
minutes from San Marco Square at a remarkable
price. Cozy up to the fireplace in the riverfront
family room or spacious living room or take the
party outdoors under the large covered lanai.

Velit expliquisque deruptat. Rit, sed ulparchit
untem fugiasi non ped que dolores et repudan
digendandi con rae quidus, tor aut ex eria
doloribusam, iust omnimol orestis maior sequi
archit occatiis et adi rerum nonem harchit omnihic
aecerunt inum elenimin cones iur

The only home in Epping Forest that sits atop the
bluff next to the exquisite DuPont Mansion, this
home shares the same breathtaking views of the
formal gardens, the marina, & the St. Johns river.
Wonderful & livable floorplan takes advantage of
the home’s premier location and views!

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

(904) 614-6949

Lynne Fergusen

Liz Bobeck

Lisa Ly Nguyen

Linda Ohlrich

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

Helen Willoughby

Jane Slater

Natalie Reese
(904) 535-7386

Margee Michaelis

REALTOR®

(904) 233-6755

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342 / 708-2423

Heather Buckman

Heather Riley

Susan Tuohy

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514 / 686-4312

REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Genni Jet

Zackery Williams

(904) 994-1840

Elizabeth O’Steen

(904) 210-6399

(904) 755-1911

(904) 449-9257

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Leslie Fraleigh

Lee Sheftall Elmore

Laura Wesson

Kathy Suber

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

(904) 699-4503

www.SanMarcoHomes.com | (904) 739-0717
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America,
Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
This is a paid advertisement and does not constitute an endorsement. 15ERM0219.03 EverBank NMLS ID: 399805 © 2014-2015 EverBank. All rights reserved.

(305) 331-6518

(904) 509-0587

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

NMLS ID:
648915

William Milne Mortgage Loan Officer
904.465.4987 | william.milne@everbank.com
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Jewish community
honors long-standing
preschool
What began in 1942 as a nursery-kindergarten program for three-, four-, and fiveyear-old children at the Jacksonville Jewish
Center at Third and Silver Streets in Springfield
has grown into Jacksonville’s oldest Jewish
early education program, now located on
Crown Point Road, near Mandarin.
On March 18 The Galinsky Academy
held the DuBow Preschool 75th Anniversary
Celebration and Award Dinner at the
Jacksonville Jewish Center. With all
proceeds benefitting the L’Dor V’Dor
Annual Giving Campaign, more than 360
guests enjoyed cocktails and a seated
dinner. The event’s co-chairs, Haley Trager
and Faye Hedrick, pulled out all the stops
in creating a program that highlighted
the DuBow Preschool’s amazing history,
and served as the evening’s emcees as well.
Following an inspiring program, the
evening’s highlight was the presentation
of two awards, including the Rabbi David
Gaffney Leadership in Education Award
to the DuBow family in recognition of
their years of love and support of the
Galinsky Academy’s schools and educational
programs. A second award was presented
to Jewish Family & Community Services

Lex and Nina Waters, Sally Hazelip and Kit Thomas

Former Jacksonville Jaguar Tom Myslinski and his wife, Amy, with Tom Coughlin, Jacksonville
Jaguars executive vice president

Roberta Scharf, Rabbi Marty Scharf, Greg and
Barbara Arnold

14th annual wine tasting gala
supports Tom Coughlin Jay Fund

in gratitude for JFCS’s commitment to
special needs inclusion in Jacksonville’s
Jewish day schools. The Community
Partner Award was accepted by Colleen
Rodriguez on JFCS’s behalf.
The Galinsky Academy serves children
from one year of age through high school,
currently numbering approximately 300
children in total, and includes the DuBow
Preschool, Bernard & Alice Selevan
Religious School, Setzer Youth Education,
and Martin J. Gottlieb Day School.

One of the best places to rub elbows with
sports celebrities is at the Tom Coughlin
Jay Fund Foundation Annual Wine Tasting
Gala and this year’s fundraising event
March 16 at the Wells Fargo Center was
as good as ever.
Wine enthusiasts, food connoisseurs,
philanthropists and supporters mingled
with Jacksonville Jaguars Executive Vice
President Tom Coughlin and his guests,
who included Jacksonville Jaguars Coach
Doug Marrone, General Manager Dave
Caldwell, 2012 Head Coach Mike Mularkey,
Jaguars alumni Josh Scobee, Mike Dempsey,
Tom McManus and Tom Myslinski, current
players A.J. Cann, Carson Tinker, and Josh
Lambo, as well as Matt Rapp, Senior Vice
President of Championship Management
for the PGA Tour, and others.
Guests enjoyed cuisine from 35 of the
area’s top restaurants and over 250 worldclass wines while making bids in the
online silent auction for rare experiences,
wine, sports memorabilia and exciting
trip packages.
All funds raised support the Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund Foundation in its
efforts to help Jacksonville area families
tackle childhood cancer.

Nancy Moss, Harry Frisch and David Bielski with honorees Laurie and Linda DuBow

Bonnie Glober and Max Glober

Jason Remmel and Maya Bednarz

Reformer Pilates
Low impact - great results.
For all ages and fitness levels

2000 Hendricks Ave, Unit 4
San Marco | 904.584.3468

CALL: (904) 384-2612 | STATE CERTIFIED: CACO58450

Let Kuhn be your first choice
on your Special day
Wedding bouquets, arrangements!

ATTENTION FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS

Affordable Homeownership

Specializing in renovating properties priced
lower than market and restoring them
• Credit scores as low as 530
• 30- year fixed-rate conventional and FHA, VA,
USDA-RD

Step into the spotlight
this summer!
3802 Beach Blvd.

|

Jacksonville, FL 32207

904.398.8601
Qualified teaching artists in
dance, music, theatre, and the
visual arts. $199 per camper,
per week. All experience levels
welcome. Ages 6-11.

June 1-15 | June 18-22
June 5-29 | Juy 9-13

Enroll today at capkids.org/encore

ANTIQUES & SUCH
•
•
•
•
•

MURANO PAPER WEIGHTS
STERLING SILVER ITEMS
PERIOD FURNITURE
CHANDELIERS
PERIOD LAMPS

• CHOICE GIFT ITEMS
• FINE CHINA
• ANTIQUE BIRD CAGES
• STERLING TOPPED
DRESSER JARS

One of Jacksonville’s most unique and elegant shoppes
4302A Plymouth Street (across Roosevelt from the Kent Campus, FSCJ)

• Down Payment Assistance - receive up to
$40,000.00.
Qualified buyers must complete homebuyer
education. course offered by any U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
*Income and purchase price limits vary by
county and community.
Debanded is an Equal Opportunity Housing
entity. Opportunities are available on a fair and
equal basis regardless of race, color, religion,
sex, familial status, national origin, military
status, disability or ancestry

Apply at http://reit4u.net
813.309.0482
561.305.9002
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Root Ball patrons wear the green at annual fundraiser
“Irish for a Day, Green All Year” was
the theme of Greenscape of Jacksonville’s
11th annual Root Ball held at the Jacksonville
Zoo and Gardens March 17, and it was
clearly evident throughout the evening
with entertainment by Irish musician/
songwriter Brendan Doherty, accompanied
on the fiddle by Philip Pan, former concertmaster for the Jacksonville Symphony.
Clad in “casual green” attire, 240 patrons
dined on dishes with a twist, such as Irish
Cheddar Mac ‘n Cheese and Colcannon,
Corned Beef Sliders, Mini Shepherd’s Pie,
and for dessert, a Bailey’s and Guinness
Chocolate Trifle. The silent auction featured
original artwork, fine wines, a putter autographed by Arnold Palmer, and a catered
cruise on Innisfail, the 1930 Mathis-Trumpy
yacht which hosted several U.S. presidents.
Proceeds from the ball, produced by Sally Hall, Amber Amerson, and Jackie Cornelius with Richard Warholic and Mary O’Brien
the Late Bloomers Garden Club, will be
used to purchase and replant trees that
were damaged and destroyed throughout
the city as a result of Hurricane Irma in
September 2017.
Honorary chairs for Root Ball 2018 were
Susan Fisher, co-founder of Greenscape
of Jacksonville, and Late Bloomers Garden
Club co-founders Alice Coughlin and
Jacque Loomis; event co-chairs were Marty
Jones and Carol Worsham.

Lisa Rinaman, St. Johns Riverkeeper, with Maureen
Mickler and Susan Caven

Alice Coughlin with Jacque Loomis, founders
of Late Bloomers

Laura Byres with Chad and Andrea Shaw

Steve Hyers,

ChFC, CLU
2120 University Blvd. W.
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904.730.3877

Capital
Dimensions
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Securities offered through Linsco Private Ledger (LPL) Member FINRA/SIPC.

IRAs • Education Planning • Mutual Funds
Insurance • Retirement Planning
Certificates of Deposit • Bonds • Stocks

TICKETS

ON SALE NOW

APRIL
5

BUDDY GUY

7

DISNEY JUNIOR DANCE PARTY
ON TOUR

12

CIVIC CINEMA:
ERIN BROCKOVICH

13
14
17
18

CHRIS BOTTI

19

SCOTT BRADLEE’S
POSTMODERN JUKEBOX

21
24

MUMMENSCHANZ

26
27

JOHNNY MATHIS

Spencer and Michele Luthin with Karen McCombs

WITH JIMMIE VAUGHAN

THE REVIVALISTS
ABBA: THE CONCERT
BRIAN CULBERTSON:
COLORS OF LOVE TOUR

DAVID FOSTER:
THE HITMAN TOUR
SGT. PEPPERS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY TOUR

WITH BLACK JACKET SYMPHONY &
JACKSONVILLE ROCK
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Schoolhouse
Soiree draws
City Year
supporters
The Museum and Gardens of Jacksonville
was the venue for City Year’s Schoolhouse
Soiree, a fundraiser celebrating five years
of City Year Jacksonville’s service to
students throughout Duval County. The
March 10 event was well attended by
members of the Red Jacket Society, philanthropic individuals and families who
make the work of City Year AmeriCorps
members possible.
Guests enjoyed wine and appetizers as
City Year members tested their knowledge
in English, math and science. The academic
exercise was followed by a pep rally, where
attendees had the opportunity to show
their spirit and invest in City Year’s impact,
as well as meet City Year’s Starfish Student,
eighth-grader Jayda Mikell, whose dramatic
advances in English and math have placed
her on the A/B Honor Roll. The Afterschool
Party featured a food truck court, dancing
and a Sweet Pete’s candy buffet.

There Are
Reasons For
OPTIMISM
When
INVESTING...

28

ALAN PARSONS LIVE PROJECT

29

JOHN MULANEY

WITH SPECIAL GUEST CARL PALMER
(OF EMERSON LAKE & PALMER)

904.355.2787 | floridatheatre.com
128 East Forsyth Street, Downtown Jacksonville

City Year Jacksonville Executive Director Dan Foley, AmeriCorps Member Jennifer Stanford, Duval
County Public Schools Executive Director, Discipline and Student Supports Jackie Simmons,
Starfish Student Jayda Mikell, Impact Manager Lauren Flanagan.

Your backyard,
our battlefield.
We treat commercial and
residential properties to control
mosquitoes, ticks and fleas.
Misting systems, special events
and barriers sprays available.
Jen and J.P. Saenz, Haskell vice president/chief
operating officer

WGA President Ellen A. and Jim Wiss, Red
Jacket Society members

904-236-4110 • MosquitoJoe.com
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Southbank apartment complex on
track for late summer opening

Rena Coughlin, Robert Lupton, Karen McCarthy, Arthur Croft and Penny Kievet

Under construction on the Southbank, Broadstone River House, being built by
Phoenix-based Alliance Residential Co. on a 3.8-acre site, is expected to be completed
late this summer. The 263-unit luxury apartment complex sits next to the Duval
County Public Schools building (right) and the Lexington Hotel (on the other side of
the development). The six-story, 463-space garage (center) was under construction
this time last year. The entire project is estimated at $26.6 million, and includes a
public plaza and two public-access bridges to the Riverwalk.

Your
NEIGHBORHOOD
Veternarian

904-737-0403
Caring For
4448 Hendricks Ave, Ste 1
ALL ANIMALS
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Three honored for
making difference
in lives of homeless
Three “difference makers” were honored
March 22 at City Rescue Mission’s 3rd
Annual Difference Makers Banquet in
recognition of their contributions in service
to the area’s homeless and to CRM.
After a musical performance by the
Bethune-Cookman Inspirational Gospel
Choir, CRM Executive Director Penny
Kievet presented awards to Rena Coughlin,
CEO of the Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida; Dr. Karen McCarthy, who founded
the medical clinic at CRM 25 years ago
after hearing a sermon on servanthood;
and Robert Lupton, author of “Toxic Charity,”
and founder of FCS (Focused Community
Strategies) Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia.

Author Robert Lupton signs copies of his book,
“Toxic Charity.”

Master of Ceremonies Arthur Croft, a
radio morning show host, introduced
Lupton as keynote speaker, and closed the
evening with a plea for support of City
Rescue Mission’s work with the homeless.
Approximately 200 attended the event held
at the Lexington Hotel on the Southbank.

LEGAL EXPERTISE, UNQUESTIONED ETHICS,
UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO OUR CLIENTS

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury

Workers’ Comp

Social Security

Civil Law

Criminal Law

Wrongful Death

Estate Planning

Family Law

FREE CONSULTATION

904-777-7777

Since 1986, we’ve been committed to our local community
1837 HENDRICKS AVENUE | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207

HARRISGUIDI.COM

LUXURY
CONSIGNMENT
AT IT’S BEST!

904.900.3816
In the Shops of Goodbys Creek
3928 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL

Hours: Mon-Fri: 11am - 6pm • Sat: 11am - 5pm
Email: CUTconsignment@att.net
@C.U.T.Consignment

@CUTconsign

P&P 10x16 April_Pajcic Res Ad_Layout 1 3/20/18 7:09 PM Page 1

TAKING GREAT PRIDE
IN OUR PERSONAL
ATTENTIVE SERVICE.
The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes great pride in being able to give back
to our community. The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom
not only benefits our seriously injured clients, but other deserving members
of our community that the law firm cares so much about.
Ambassador Caroline Kennedy
was in Jacksonville recently
and members of the Pajcic
Firm were able to spend a little
time with her. The daughter of
President John F. Kennedy
was speaking as part of
the The Florida Forum
series which benefits
Wolfson Children's
Hospital. The firm
was one of the
event sponsors.

The Pajcics donated money to cover
the cost of materials for numerous
ramps. Volunteers build the ramps
in one day. The woman and her
daughter were overwhelmed with
gratitude. Seth Pajcic was there
to see first-hand how the firm’s
contribution literally changed lives.

It is difficult for most of us to imagine, but a St. Johns County
woman who suffered multiple strokes was literally trapped
in her home for 4 months. She needed a ramp to get her
wheelchair out of her house. That’s where the St. Johns County
Council on Aging and The Pajcic Firm came to the rescue.

The Pajcic Firm was delighted to take part in a fundraiser for
Girls Inc. of Jacksonville. The organization provides life-changing
tools and resources to young girls in our community to help
break the cycle of poverty.
More than 1,000 girls from
kindergarten through 8th
grade participate in the
program that encourages
them to be STRONG,
SMART & BOLD!

BEST

SERVICE

|

EXPERIENCE

|

RESULTS
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Lesley Mullins, Taylor Frier with Canitha Raynor and Jay Drayton

S O C I A L

Lee Ann and Peter Rummell

Rev. Rafael Lavilla with Lauren Weeden Hopkins and James Hopkins

Michael Munz with Pam Paul and Michelle Shelor

Ivan and Tia Colao

Roger Stark, Paul Eason and Warren Shelor

Heart Association’s Jacksonville
Chapter celebrates 60 years
A full house of supporters adorned in red,
white and black turned out to commemorate
60 years of the American Heart Association’s
presence in Jacksonville by attending the
Annual Heart and Stroke Ball March 3 at
the Marriott Resort at Sawgrass.
“It’s an amazing event because not only
are we raising money to fuel research for
heart disease and stroke, but we are also
raising awareness on the First Coast where
there are a lot of people suffering from these
diseases,” said Inger Geraghty, who co-chaired
the event with her husband, Patrick. “The
ball tonight is raising awareness and moving
our mission forward. It’s amazing how the
community has stepped in to help.”
Peter Rummell of San Marco and 18-yearold Avi Wolf of Ponte Vedra were special
honorees during the 60th anniversary bash.
“We are celebrating two wonderful people
tonight,” said Patrick Geraghty. “We are

Jerry and Kathy Weedon with
Anne and John McKenzie

Michael and Lisa Obringer with
Michael and Eileen Orr
Martha Barrett, Jay Wright with Mary Alice Phelan

celebrating Avi Wolf ’s journey through heart
disease. He’s had several open-heart surgeries
and is now an active and healthy 18-year-old.
Peter Rummell has spent his whole career
building healthy housing and liveable communities,” he said.
Wolf, who was born with a heart defect,
endured three surgeries, two when he was
an infant and one last year when he was 17,
said his father, Erez Wolf. Members of the
Wolf family and many friends were on hand
to celebrate including Avi’s parents, Erez and
Dawn Wolf, and his grandparents, Malka
and Judah Wolf.
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Black & White Ball raises funds for those in financial crisis
Teal and gold fittingly provided the splash
of color for Catholic Charities’ 26th Annual
Black & White Ball, held March 3 in the U.S.
Assure Club at EverBank Field, home of the
Jacksonville Jaguars.
The event serves as one of the primary fundraisers for Catholic Charities Jacksonville Regional
Office of the Diocese of St. Augustine, with
proceeds assisting the agency in reaching out
to the community with emergency assistance.
The Faze Band provided music for an evening
that featured gourmet food, dancing and a
Jewelry Pull, offered by Kendra Scott Jewelry.

The Emergency Assistance program helps
prevent homelessness by assisting families who
are facing eviction or the loss of utilities due
to a recent financial crisis. Short-term assistance
with rent, mortgage payments, utilities, and
food is provided. All proceeds raised by the
Black & White Ball will support those efforts.
Last year, the Emergency Assistance program
served 13,459 individuals, and distributed
135,951 pounds of food to those in need in the
community. Over the past 25 years, the Ball
has raised more than $2.9 million for Catholic
Charities’ Emergency Assistance Program.

OYSTER PERPETUAL
RPETUAL

milgauss

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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Cindy and Colin Hodges with James and Kelly Usery

Charles Bush with Olivia and Chuck Bush

Suma and Vikram Gopal with Jane Badger

Event Co-Chairs Erin Cumiskey,
Kallie Tucker and Christine Young

Donnie and Megan Edwards
with Shannon and Jay Nunley

No wizardry needed for
successful fundraiser

Callie Hugo, Sharon Lucie, Debbie Thompson and Deborah Gervin with
Cheree Graham, Elli Zimmerman, Kaye Glover and Robin Albaneze

Sarah Gooden and
Elysia Nicols

Caroline Kennedy ends Forum season with elegance
The Florida Forum’s 2017-2018 season
ended on a positive note for the Women’s
Board, which was able to pay the last installment of a $4-million, five-year pledge to help
Wolfson Children’s Hospital become a
Pediatric Surgery Center of Distinction,
including a professorship in pediatric surgery.
The Forum’s final speaker was Caroline
Kennedy, daughter of President John F.
Kennedy, who spoke to approximately 1,300
guests March 5 at the Times-Union Center
for the Performing Arts. A graduate of
Harvard University and Columbia Law

School, Kennedy ser ved as the U.S.
Ambassador to Japan from 2013 to 2017.
Prior to her keynote speech, she toured the
hospital, then mingled with patrons at the
pre- and post-event receptions.
Over the past 25 years The Florida Forum
has delivered a world-class speaker series
and raised community awareness and funds
for Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Presenters
for the 2017-2018 season included Florida
Blue, Wells Fargo, Landstar System, Baptist
Health, and Michael Aubin, president of
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Ann and
Rich Thompson

Stephan and
Ellie Mentler

Dave and Kate Medill with Julie and Colin Campbell

The Emerald City Ball proved there’s no
place like San Jose Episcopal Day School
when it comes to quality education. The
March 10 fundraising event on the campus
drew 205 supporters, some appropriately
clad in ruby-red slippers, who walked the
Yellow Brick Road in search of great auction
items, while enjoying cocktails, hors d’oeuvres,
and music from the Boathouse Cello Choir.
A silent auction via mobile bidding, a
buffet catered by Biscottis, dancing, and a
live auction with several vacation packages
topped the evening.
Chaired by Kallie Tucker, Christine Young
and Erin Cumiskey, the host and event
committees put on an affair which raised
$85,000 for the benefit of the students and
support of the school’s mission to inspire a
passion for learning, a life of integrity and
a heart for Christian service.

LIVE SAN MARCO
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1020 Oriental Gardens Road - $1,125,000
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715 Rio Lindo Drive - $821,000

Town: 5233 San Jose Boulevard, Jacksonville, Florida 32207 – 904.731.9770
Beaches: 820 Highway A1A N., Suite E15, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082 – 904.285.7700
Amelia Island: 5548 First Coast Highway Suite 101, Amelia Island, Florida 32034 – 904.277.6522
Gallery Office: Inside the Ritz Carlton, Amelia Island – 904-310-0981
rolex
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are ® trademarks.
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INTERESTED IN A CAREER
IN REAL ESTATE?
Call today to learn more.

904.421.6920
Gonzalo Mejia
Vice-President/Managing Broker

We’re in your neighborhood.

MEET OUR AGENTS

910 ORIENTAL GARDENS RD
$509,900
4 bedrooms/2.5 Baths
3,210 sqft.
UNPARALLELED BEAUTY
AT IT’S BEST! This San Marco
Entertainers Paradise brickclad ranch style home aims to
impress with 4 bedrooms and
2.5 bathrooms. Updates have
brought new floors, granite
countertops, and windows
along with stainless appliances
in a stadium kitchen.
Joseph Poletto
904.738.6446

Liz Reiman
904.535.8686
(speaks
Portuguese)

Bruce Homeyer
904.349.1390

Butler/Corbett Team
904.716.7863

Joseph Poletto
401.450.9720

WATSON SAN MARCO COLLECTION
Charles & Lorna Anno
904.993.7487
904.485.0675

Rare opportunity to Live/Work
in San Marco!
1617 Thacker Ave

4 bedrooms / 2 baths

2,570 sqft / $374,900
Jon Singleton 904.421.3580

Sought-after Pickwick
Park Location!
9733 Sharing Cross Dr

3 bedrooms / 2 baths

2,034 sqft / $268,000
David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

Michael Leachman
904.309.2000
(Speaks
German)

1 story condo in the Heart of
Avondale/ Riverside
2970 St Johns Ave #9C

4 bedrooms/ 3 baths

3,022 sqft / $699,000
Joseph Poletto 904.738.6446

Olga Smirnoff
904.348.0708
(Speaks
Russian)
Congratulations Top Producers February 2018

Beautiful DS Ware home on the
Northside of Jax
12899 Chandlers Crossing Ln

3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

1,779 sqft / $250,000
David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

1-story home located in the
Heart of Avondale
1299 Rensselaer Ave

3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

1,554 sqft / $229,900
Joseph Poletto 904.738.6446

Spacious condo with fantastic views
from 2 Balconies
6000 San Jose Blvd #11-F

2 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

1,578 sqft / $325,000
Jon Singleton 904.421.3580

Beautiful bungalow plus
finished guest house
1722 Belmonte Ave

4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths

2,395 sqft / $464,900
Jon Singleton 904.421.3580

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

Top Sales Agent: Joseph Poletto
Top Sales Team: Charles & Lorna Anno Team
Top Lister Agent: Joseph Poletto
Top Lister Team: Dream Home Team Jax
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Annual ‘Mystery Trip’ continues to draw supporters
The chance to be whisked away by plane,
yacht or car from the annual Mystery Trip
Suitcase Party for a unique dining experience
is always a big draw for supporters of the
Independent Living Resource Center and
this year was no different.
While waiting for the lucky winners to
rejoin the party after their dinner adventure,
200 patrons enjoyed drinks, dinner, auctions,
and the bluegrass music of The Grass is
Dead March 3.
Live and silent auctions included a
Roderick Lacerna and Lashlee Morris with
mountain cabin getaway, a private violinist Sammy T Ch and Tyler Lasher Morris, ILRC
for a special occasion, wheelchair art created executive director (Photo by Seth Langner)
during the annual Abilities in Art, jewelry,
Sponsors included the Independent
and other unique items from local artisans
and businesses. Also, back by popular Living Foundation, Malone AirCharter,
demand, Mystery Wine Boxes, containing Inc., Tom Bush Family of Dealerships,
a bottle of wine valued from $20 to hundreds Avondale Artworks, Let Destiny Design
and Longhorn Steakhouse.
of dollars, were available.

Brooke Anderson, Janie Anderson and Celia Weeks with Ryan Sanecki and Tiffany Hutto
(Photo by Seth Langner)

Ali Korman Shelton, Mayor Lenny Curry and Jamie Shelton (Photo by Brandi Hill)

Mukti Ball
proceeds
change lives
for the better

Hezkhel and Melissa Teferra
(Photo by Tin Can Photo Lounge)

The annual Mukti Ball to benefit Rethreaded
was nearly a standing-room-only event
March 3 at the Glass Factory, a newly
renovated building designed in 1936 by
Henry Klutho.
Mukti, which means freedom in Bengali,
brought 520 leaders and supporters from
the Jacksonville community together to enjoy
an evening of shopping Rethreaded’s Pop-Up
Store and the silent auction, dining and
dancing while raising money to support
Rethreaded’s Survivor Advocacy Program,
which helps survivors of human trafficking.
Gala co-chairs were Carman Kasper and
Princess Evans, and the evening’s emcee
was Steve Kowkabany, president of Nepture
Fire Protection Engineering. Rethreaded
sales associate Lah’nesha Kee read the

Jacalyn Crecelius and Tiffany Parisi
(Photo by Tin Can Photo Lounge)

words to “Rise Up,” a song by Andra Day,
at the beginning of the program. Renata
Bryan, Rethreaded finance and administration lead, provided a survivor’s testimony.
Mayor Lenny and First Lady Molly Curry
concluded the evening with a blessing.

May 4-13, 2018

Fall in LOVE again
in America’s Most
Romantic City!

10 Awesome Days with Over 80 concerts, shows and exhibits including:
Kaleidoscope of Dance, Cinco de Mayo Concert, Gamble Rogers
Music Festival, Chamber Music Series, much more !

RomanzaFestivale.com
RF 2018 Resident News Ad.indd 1

3/26/18 4:47:28 PM

26 |

RESID ENT C OM M UNI TY NEWS

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | APRIL 201 8

Child respite care fund marks 10th anniversary of giving
The Temple, Congregation Ahavath
Chesed, in San Jose was the venue for an
“upscale barbecue” to commemorate the
10th anniversary of the launch of the Kelsi
Leah Young Respite Care Fund at Community
Hospice & Palliative Care.
The March 8 milestone celebration included remarks by Tom Coughlin, executive
vice president of football operations for
the Jacksonville Jaguars, to recognize the
impact the fund has had on the more than
360 Community PedsCare® families who
have used respite care.
The fund was established by the Young
family in memory of their daughter, Kelsi,
a former Community PedsCare patient

who died in 2005. “Losing Kelsi was a very
difficult time for us, but we didn’t realize
it was also the start of a new journey,” said
Leslie Young, co-founder of the fund and
Kelsi’s mother. “The enthusiasm and
support of our community over the past
10 years has exceeded our goals and expectations. We should all be so proud of
how we’ve been able to assist so many
families in our community.”
More than $50,000 raised will support
the Kelsi Leah Young Respite Care Fund
and provide a pediatric nurse who is
trained to handle a child’s specific needs
and respite for primary caregivers to take
care of themselves and their families.

Leslie Young, Carly Young, Brian Young, Jake Young with Jacob Brathman, Community Hospice
& Palliative Care President/CEO Susan Ponder-Stansel and Raymond Pasukinski

Lisa and Ray Driver, board chair for the
Community Hospice & Palliative Care
Foundation with Lanier Drew and Phil Gibbs

Mark Young, Leah Kennelly, Kevin Young and
Scott Kennelly

Kit Thomas, event co-chair Fran Hickinbotham, and Sally Hazelip, Head of North Florida School of
Special Education, with Kathryn McGehee

Art students celebrated at
annual Heart of the Runway
Linda Cunningham opened the doors to
her Kings Avenue boutique March 8 for the
6th annual Heart of the Runway fashion
show and luncheon, co-chaired by Sheila
Collier and Fran Hickinbotham, to benefit
North Florida School of Special Education.
As in previous years, 170 guests dined al
fresco in the courtyard or in the event room,
enjoying a meal catered by the school’s own
Berry Good Farms. In addition to viewing
fashions provided by Cunningham, and by
Dillard’s St. Johns Town Center for the
young ladies and men, guests were encouraged to browse and buy works of student
art, inspired by artists Judith Scott, Maude
Lewis, Monet and Gustav Klimt.
Proceeds from the show will benefit the
school’s art programs. One of the raffle
items included a mosaic window created
by NFSSE student Braxton Beattie. Another
item, the “Everything NFSSE” basket,
contained tickets to next year’s Dinner on

the Farm and Heart of the Runway, as well
as Berry Good Farm products and art.
New this year, “Heart for the ART” matching
donation sponsor Peninsular Pest Control
will match donations made at the event.
Gross results from the show are $33,000, plus
Linda Cunningham will donate 10 percent
from all sales that day, according to Melanie
Jensen, NFSSE development director.

Sisters Brenda Farah, Claudette Rodenborn,
and Denise Kowkabany

Rhonda Burney with Debbie Johnson and
Karen Western

Jen Contreras with Karen Fisher, Rebecca Zebouni

Monica Jacoby, Clare Berry and Dorothy Thompson

Event co-chair Sheila Collier with Tracy Libby,
Roulla Essa and Maureen Sissine

Spring Has Sprung & The Houses Are
Blooming In San Marco!

Now Open in Riverside
LOCAL SEAFOOD & CRAFT COCKTAILS
LUNCH • DINNER • PRIVATE DINING

904.575.2366 | riverandpostjax.com
1822 River Road
Repriced to $1,400,000

Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, gri

2782 Green Bay Lane
New on the Market $839,000

“Expect The Best”

Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com

Each office independently owned and operated.

For every woman at every age.

UF Health Women’s Specialists – North
For the latest advances in obstetric and gynecological services, see us. No matter your age,
no matter your need, UF Health physicians and medical professionals offer a level of personal
care found nowhere else.
For more information or to request an appointment, call 904.383.1000.

15255 Max Leggett Parkway, Jacksonville, FL 32218
North.UFHealthJax.org
UF Health accepts most major commercial insurance plans, including TRICARE.
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City Council candidate eyes
Jacksonville’s long game
For Matt Carlucci, public service is in
the DNA.
The longtime San Marco resident is
seeking to become an At-Large Jacksonville
City Councilman when voters go to the
polls in spring of 2019. The At-Large Council
seat represents everyone from the Beaches
to Baldwin.
“Public service is a Carlucci family tradition,
and frankly, I miss it,” Carlucci said. “There
has never been a better time in my life for
me to serve our city again. I want to leverage
lessons learned from both the successes and
failures in my life to make Jacksonville a
better place for future generations.”
A Jacksonville native who still lives in the
same neighborhood where he grew up,
Carlucci has vast political experience to
bring to City Council. From 1987 to 1994,
he represented Duval County as an At-Large

Matt Carlucci

Council member and later held the Council’s
District 5 seat. During his three terms in
office, he chaired the finance committee for
two years and was Council President from
2001-2002. He has also been a board member
for nonprofits including the Jacksonville
Historical Society, Theatre Jacksonville and
Big Brothers, Big Sisters.
Honesty and trust in government are
important to Carlucci. Appointed by Governor
Rick Scott, he recently served five years on
the Florida Commission on Ethics. As
chairman, he helped change legislation
allowing the commission to garnish the
wages of state officials who are fined for
unethical practices and extended the State’s
Statute of Limitations on such bad behavior
from two years to 20.
Important to Carlucci is making sure that
Jacksonville becomes a “perfect environment
for strong and sustainable economic development.” He wants an economically vibrant
city where jobs will be created, and families
can thrive. His family has lived in the city
for five generations, and he has been married
to his wife, Karen, for 40 years. His two sons
– Matt, Jr. and Joseph II – and their families
and live and work within a mile of his San
Marco home.
A staunch advocate for Jacksonville’s
business community, Carlucci has owned
a State Farm Insurance Agency for 37 years,
following in the footsteps of his father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather, who
also sold insurance. His dad, Joseph Carlucci
Sr., was a State Farm agent until his untimely
death in 1986.

The Carlucci Family

Karen and Matt Carlucci

“Public service is a Carlucci family tradition.”
— Matt Carlucci

“The virtue of public service was learned
from my family. My grandfather and father
considered it a community duty,” Carlucci
said, adding that his grandfather was recruited to run for school board in Huntington,
Long Island, and his father served both in
the Florida Senate and as an At-Large City
Council member on the first consolidated
Jacksonville City Council.
With his eye focused on the city’s long
game, Carlucci hopes to reduce poverty
through job creation and better education,
including vocational opportunities. He
supports a platform that includes having
a well-trained and fully equipped police
force; a clean and thriving downtown;
infrastructure improvements; enhanced
cultural and arts communities; improved
and strengthened schools; more vocational
education; better parks, beaches and family

spaces; and, most importantly, an honest,
transparent, and accessible government.
“What Jacksonville needs is people with
vision,” he said, noting his view includes
many residents who currently feel left out.
“I hope to be the hand that reaches out,
because everyone, as my dear ol’ dad would
say, deserves a fair shake.”
A Republican, Carlucci said he views local
government through a non-partisan lens.
“In addition to my commitment to future
generations, I want to make sure Jacksonville’s
government is transparent and conducted
in the sunshine,” he said. “It’s not a time for
the politics of the past, or the common
political strategies of today. It’s time for
statesmanship, which we all are so hungry
for now and in the future.”
For more information go to VoteCarlucci.
com or give him a call at (904) 703-0999.

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Matt Carlucci, Republican for City Council

Full Circle Fashion
Bring Us Your

Funky & Fabulous
Items Today!

Now Accepting Consignments

Full Circle Fashion

www.shopatrevolve.com

904.619.5670

1960 San Marco Blvd.
*BUY*SELL*TRADE*CONSIGN*

RIVERSIDE AVONDALE PRESERVATION

SATURDAY 10AM-5PM
& SUNDAY 12PM-5PM
FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION VISIT:
WWW.RAPHOMETOUR.COM
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Private school has plans to
modify campus entrance
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News
The Episcopal School of Jacksonville has
submitted to the City of Jacksonville an
application to put a security gatehouse on
a public street at the entrance to its campus.
Currently, no guard house exists at the
entrance to the school from St. Elmo Drive,
which is also access from Atlantic Boulevard
for residents of the adjacent Live Oak Manor
neighborhood.
If the City’s Planning Commission approves
the application, vehicles exiting Atlantic
Boulevard at St. Elmo Drive – school and
residential traffic alike – would have to go
through the guarded entrance.
One of the concerns is a potential twice-daily
traffic backup from Atlantic Boulevard while
school traffic waits to clear security during
drop-off and pick-up times, however, school
administration has a plan for that.
“Passing the security guard house at dropoff and pick-up will be expedited by the
special ESJ stickers all parents and students
already have in their vehicle windows. There
will also be two lanes of ingress and egress,
whereas today there is only one,” said Meg
Sacks, ESJ spokesperson. “Traffic backing
up should not be an issue; upon reviewing
our plans, the City did not feel a traffic study
was necessary.”
Secondarily, what is to stop school traffic
from by-passing security to take the residential lane through on St. Elmo Drive to
the back of the campus?

“There will be additional security personnel
at the back entrance to the school at the
Middle School (but no physical guard house
there). We also have security at the school
entrance at the end of Highland Avenue/
Art Museum Drive, and those gates are also
locked during the day,” Sacks said.
“The guard house is simply another layer
on top of many security procedures and
policies we already have in place, some of
which we share and some of which we do
not make known publicly,” she said. “The
guard house is not intended to render the
campus impermeable; its purpose is to move
the check-in point to the front of campus,
increase security for all those coming to
campus who aren’t parents or students, and
to place security front and center.”
Property owners on St. Elmo Drive and
Live Oak Lane are also concerned parking
needs for events held on the ESJ campus
will overflow into their neighborhood. The
application, prepared by Almond Engineering,
indicates “No parking on St. Elmo Drive,
Live Oak Drive or Live Oak Lane will be
permitted for picnic functions. Parking for
picnics will be designated for Munnerlyn
Drive and under the Hart Bridge. Overflow
parking for picnics will be available in the
sophomore and faculty parking lots.”
The application for the minor modification
to the 1997 Planned Unit Development
(approved under Ordinance 1997-834-E)
was submitted Dec. 8, 2017. It was originally
scheduled to be heard by the Planning
Commission at its Feb. 8 meeting, then was

Rendering of proposed new
entrance to the Episcopal
School of Jacksonville, which
will include a guard house.

deferred to March 8, when it was again
deferred. The item is currently scheduled
to be heard at the Planning Commission’s
meeting Thursday, April 5, at 1:30 p.m. at
City Hall in Council Chambers.

Landscape rendering offers a bird’s-eye
view of the Y-shaped entrance, before a
change in the plan which would allow
school traffic to enter from one lane and
residential traffic from another, prior to
clearing the guard house.

BEST RATES
FOR YOUR
GOLD &
SILVER COINS
Bill Hatchett, owner of A-Coin, is a rare
coin and currency expert who has loyally
served Jacksonville, FL for nearly 40 years.
When you visit our location, you will receive
honest service from a true professional.
All you have to do is bring us your coin
collection. We’ll take care of the rest!
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2 GREAT STORES - 1 GREAT CONCEPT

A
RD

25% OFF

ALL USED APPAREL & SHOES
*not good with other offers

904.513.3910
@KIDTOKIDJACKSONVILLE

904.438.5258
@UPTOWNJACKSONVILLE

LOCATED IN MANDARIN LANDING ON SAN JOSE BLVD.
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www.A-Coin.com | 904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, Florida
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm
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Daughters of American
Revolution to hold
luncheon April 14

Women’s Giving Alliance focuses
on poverty among women

Dawn Crumly Lemongello, Florida State
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution Regent, will be the speaker at
the Jacksonville Chapter’s luncheon at
Timuquana Country Club, 4028 Timuquana
Rd., on Saturday, April 14, at 11:30 a.m.
The Jacksonville Chapter is known as
the “Mother Chapter of Florida” because
it is the first Daughters of the American
Revolution chapter in Florida. The
Jacksonville Chapter was formerly recognized in 1895 by the National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
(NSDAR), five years after the 1890 founding
of National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution.

By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News

Ken Norwood, winner of the George
Washington trivia contest, with Trish Gillespie,
recording secretary, Jacksonville Chapter
of the DAR, and Goodby’s Creek resident
David Ramseur, a member of the Sons of
the American Revolution, at the Northeast
Regional Conference, Feb. 17 at Marsh Landing.

Cummer Gardens to benefit from juried art exhibition
The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, the Berdy Dental Group gallery/office at
along with the Berdy Dental Group, are 1511 Stockton St. Berdy will award a $150
partnering to present a community-focused cash prize for one work voted a “Fan Favorite.”
juried art exhibition featuring works by
A joint reception will be held on Wednesday,
members of the Jacksonville Artists Guild. June 6, 2018, beginning with a wine and
The exhibition, titled Azaleas to Zinnias, cheese reception at The Museum from 5:30
will be presented, beginning June 6 through to 7 p.m., and a dessert reception at Berdy
December 16, 2018, in support of the Dental Group from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Cummer’s Garden Reconstruction Fund.
Members of the Jacksonville Artist Guild
The Museum will exhibit the works of should contact Ron Episcopo at episcopor@
10 artists in its Bank of America Concourse gmail.com for additional information or to
Gallery, among which will be a “Best in acknowledge their intention to participate.
Show” and “Judges Recognition.”
You must be a member of JAG in order to
Additional space for selected participants participate. Visit jacksonvilleartistsguild.
to exhibit their works will be provided in org for a membership application.

With the Women’s Giving Alliance focus
on alleviating the numbers of women in
poverty, the 2018 Membership Forum
presented approximately 237 attendees
with a great deal of pertinent information
on the subject at a March 1 meeting at the
University of North Florida.
Keynote speaker Melanie Patz, Vice
president of Community Investment and
Impact for Baptist Health, gave a presentation titled “Women In Poverty: An
American Crisis.”
Patz introduced attendees to ALICE
(the United Way’s acronym for Asset
Limited Income Constrained Employed),
which represents people (the majority of
them women) of all ages and races who
get up each day to go to work but who
aren’t sure if they’ll be able to put dinner
on the table for their families. In addition
to the working poor across the nation,
the factors of gender and race play a large
part in the plight of poverty. Patz displayed
a chart illustrating the wide Gender Pay
Gap between white men ($1.00), white
women ($0.79), black women ($0.63) and
Hispanic women ($0.54).
The Women’s Giving Alliance, an initiative of the Community Foundation of
Northeast Florida is aiming to break the
cycle of female poverty through prevention
and intervention through investing in
the lives of women and girls in Northeast
Florida. WGA Membership was encouraged,

Nancy and Scott McLucas with Trish Meili

Women’s Giving Alliance members pose with
keynote speaker Melanie Patz (center, in blue
jacket) at the March 1 forum.

and various ways that WGA Members
can employ to help break the cycle of
female poverty were presented, including
the annual $1500 tax-deductible contribution, or a one-time Legacy gift of
$25,000 or more to endow a WGA membership in perpetuity.
Delores Barr Weaver offered a 1:3 challenge
match to add to the WGA 2018 Grant Pool,
committing $15,000 if WGA raises $45,000,
and the Baker Family has already agreed to
contribute $10,000 toward that goal.

N OW U N DE R N E W M A N AG E M E N T

Call today to schedule your
complimentary tour! 904.510.5482

Luxurious Living. Exceptional Care.
Resort-style services and personalized care that affords you the peace of mind you deserve.

• Location: Unmatched comfort and vitality along the peaceful shores of Goodby’s Creek.
• Wellness: Holistic wellness opportunities including a spa and salon, massage room, fitness studio,
therapy and rehab, dedicated Medical Director, and 24/7 care.
• Engagement: Luxurious amenities and endless opportunities to enhance your vibrant way of life.
• Culinary: Full-service, restaurant-style dining offered across multiple exquisite venues.
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD. | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257 | 904.510.5482 | StarlingLiving.com/SanJose | Assisted Living Facility #12887

100 OFF

FREE

$

“NEW” TERMIDOR TERMITE

TERMITE & BED BUG
EVALUATION
TION & INSPECTION

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/18.

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/18.

®

Elimination & Protection
100% GUARANTEED

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

For your Home & Office

50 OFF

FREE

$

LAWN
SERVICE

“NEW” ANNUAL SERVICE (APC)

(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

Pest Elimination & Protection
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

12th Service FREE with a 1 Year Contract

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/18.

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/18.

25 OFF

$

RODENT PROTECTION & PROOFING
Protect your home & family
Rodents can carry over 35 diseases

It’s that time of year . . . Termite Swarm Season is HERE!!!
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$
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Call for Details
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Historic districts represented at Jax Book Fest
More than 100 local authors and illustrators,
including several from the historic districts,
represented every genre from fiction to
mystery to romance – including graphic
novels and zines – at the 2018 Jax Book Fest.
Representing Avondale were Scott Ennis,
a civil engineer turned artist and author of
“Pow Pow Meow Meow,” and returning exhibitor Tim Gilmore, author of 15 books and
professor at Florida State College Jacksonville.
Gilmore is currently working on a book about
Rollins Christopher, a squatter on Goat Island,
now known as Blount Island.
Brenda Kato, from Murray Hill, stood
in for the Wisconsin author whose children’s
book, “I’m a Secret Superhero,” Kato illustrated. Author Judith Irwin, a retired attorney
from San Jose, was a returning exhibitor
with her fifth and newest book, “The Ballet,”
due out March 10.
Books, talks, workshops and more were
available for every age group from toddlers to
teens to adults at the all-day festival March 3 Judith Erwin holds a ballet slipper,
at the Jacksonville Main Library downtown.
representing her latest novel, “The Ballet.”

French immersion course offered through Sister Cities
If learning conversational French is one
Classes will be held Monday-Saturday,
of the items on your bucket list, for little June 25-30, with afternoon tours provided
more than $300 and airfare you can fulfill by The Maison des États-Unis (The House
that dream during one week in June.
of the United States) in Nantes.
Thanks to the Sister Cities Nantes Committee
The goal is to enable participants to gain
and Alliance Française Jacksonville, based a level of understanding and appreciation
in San Marco, you can immerse yourself in of the French culture and language that is
another language and culture by participating not normally available when learning a
in a language study program abroad.
new language.
Live with a host family, attend French
The number of participants is limited,
courses in the morning, and explore Nantes so you must enroll before April 30. Contact
through cultural visits and sightseeing Alliance Française de Jacksonville at (904)
tours in the afternoon. The program wel- 469-4964 or nantes.committee@gmail.com
comes all ages and accommodates all levels for an application.
of French language proficiency.

Dr. Samantha Barnes, Matthew Barnes, Cody Anderson, and Mark Santeiro stride from the
clubhouse to the course at San Jose Country Club. The team won Last Place Gross, netting a
bucket of foam practice balls. (Photo by CMC Photography)

Morning Star raises $26,000 for tuition assistance
Despite morning rain, golfers came out
to support Morning Star School at its 10th
annual Shoot for the Stars golf tournament
March 19 at San Jose Country Club.
The school raised about $20,000 from
the event and launched a campaign that
also raised $6,000 for the “Tuition Assistance
Fund,” which will need $75,000 next school
year to help 30 families who will require
tuition assistance for their children.
Morning Star high school students
Madison Wingerter, Norman Lane and
Elayna Carandang were volunteers in the
tournament, joined by their Bishop Snyder
high school mentors Danny Neri, Katelyn
Bancroft and Elena Carmona, while
Morning Star Freshmen Griff Jones and
Lawrence Whitefield played the course
with Bishop Kenny Freshman Jack Brophy.

The First Place Gross team of Joel Bickel,
Morning Star student Griff Jones, Greg Jones
and Jonathan Montoro won a foursome
to play again at the San Jose Country Club.
(Photo by CMC Photography)

Major sponsors included Walsh Investment
Consulting (golf cart sponsor) and Wine
Decadence (lunch and award ceremony
sponsor), along with 13 others.

A little bit of everything.

Providing essential and innovative
services and care for individuals,
families, and communities throughout
Northeast Florida to prepare for and
support graceful aging.

> Nutrition
> Affordable housing
> In-home services
including personal care
and housekeeping
> Mental Wellness
> Caregiver Support Services
> Care Coordination
> ACHC accredited and
Medicare certified Home
Health Agency (License #29993139)

6612 San Juan Ave. | 904-786-5424
Tues-Sat 9-5:30

www.viktorspayless.com
Swing by today and browse one of
Jacksonville’s best kept secrets!
Viktors-resident.indd 1

2/10/18 12:09 PM

A Non-Profit Organization
Enabling Home-Based Senior
Independence in Northeast Florida

@AgingTrue
(904) 807-1245 | INFO@AGINGTRUE.ORG | AGINGTRUE.ORG
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The Way We Were: Carolyn Smith Gentry
in each occurrence … are tenderly written
in Carolyn’s “jottings.”
For instance, one Thanksgiving, her late
Carolyn Gentry cares deeply about the
daughter, Mary, sent 52 little scrolls expressing
memories she’s made with her family and
her gratitude to Carolyn as her mother.
friends. She treasures the rich history of
Carolyn opened one scroll a week for the
her ancestry in the Jacksonville neighborhood
next year.
on the St. Johns River where she was born
While she was inspired by the memoirs
and raised. Inspired by diaries, journals and
of Buck Fannin (“Growing Up Buck”) and
“jottings” of her mother, grandmother and
Ann Hyman (“Chaos Clear as Glass”),
great-grandmother, Carolyn has chronicled
Carolyn credits her mother’s diaries as the
the large and small moments of her life for
main catalyst for writing her own memoir.
future generations in a book for family
“Emma Frances Hopping Smith Strickland
entitled “Mile Stones – Jottings of My Family
[Mama] kept diaries beginning in 1972
History … Diaries and Journals Tell a Story.”
almost up until her death in 1998 … I read
With the exception of going away to the
Conrad, Carolyn, Chuck, Mary and Meredith with Persian cat, Mary Ann Sue
Mama’s words and with it the pain and
University of Florida and living for short
pleasure of living,” said Carolyn. “She restretches in Virginia, Carolyn has always
“In 1923, my grandfather donated the Public Affairs Director by the time she corded what time she arose, how she felt,
lived on the same land that her great-grand- land that is now my street address – San retired in 2007. As a consultant for the where she went, what she cooked for family
father, Samuel L. Hopping, bought in the Jose Boulevard West – to Duval County,” next nine years, she co-managed several dinners, what kind of fish she pulled from
late 1800s.
she writes, adding that “San Jose has of the Times-Union’s community events, the river, where she bought her thread for
historical significance because of its Spanish including the prestigious EVE Awards
Continue on page 33
roots and the historically important that celebrate the accomplishments of
structures built during the 1920s land women; High School Journalism Awards,
boom. Names like Alcazar, Segovia and and Regional Spelling Bee Championship.
San Pedro remind us that San Jose traces
Carolyn, one of four daughters born to
its heritage to the vast property holdings Emma and Horace Smith at St. Vincent’s
of Francisco Xavier Sanchez, one of the Hospital (all delivered by Dr. Ernest W.
richest men in east Florida who remained Veal), met Conrad Gentry when they were
behind when Spain ceded the Florida students at the University of Florida. They
province to Great Britain.”
were married on August 5, 1960 at Southside
If the foregoing quote appears to be United Methodist Church. Their son, Chuck,
particularly precise and informative, it was born on February 25, 1962 and their
was written by a former educator who twin daughters, Mary and Meredith, were
taught English and journalism for 15 years. born on January 6, 1967.
Carolyn graduated from the University
A widow since Conrad died on January
of Florida, earned her master’s degree 8, 1993, Carolyn, sadly, lost her daughter,
from Jacksonville University, joined The Mary, to end stage liver disease on December
Florida Times-Union in 1975 as educational 1, 2014. Memorable details of births, wedCarolyn’s twin daughter, Mary, a model who
Carolyn and Conrad Gentry
services coordinator and had risen to dings and deaths … and the people involved
died in 2014 of liver disease
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News

s
k
n
a
h
T a million!
The First Coast American Heart Association, thanks local
executives, corporate sponsors, healthcare professionals,
individual donors, and all our local supporters for making
the First Coast Heart & Stroke Ball a success.
It was a wonderful, inspiring evening that raised One Million Dollars
for AHA’s lifesaving mission! Special thanks to this year’s chairs Pat &
Inger Geraghty for leading the way, Peter Rummell for helping build a
healthier community, and Avi Wolf for sharing his inspirational story.

DISCOVER THE
NATURAL CHOICE
IN SENIOR LIVING
Fall in love with a stunning natural setting, nestled on the
waterfront of beautiful Julington Creek. Enjoy a variety of
spacious choices in residences. Let us enhance your lifestyle
through services and amenities, from maintenance-free
living to dining, housekeeping and 24-hour security — plus
the assurance of a full complement of supportive services.

Call (877) 280-3594 today to learn more!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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Carolyn, Derin and Julide Gentry
aboard the Empress of the Seas on
the way to Havana and Cozumel

crocheting, who sent letters, who died, who
came to visit, what she planted, what she
canned and what she wanted to remember.”
Carolyn still lives in the house built by
her late husband and designed by his friend,
architect Sidney Chesnutt, back in 1964.
The house, located on a parcel of land given
to them by Carolyn’s parents, has stood the
test of time, having survived every hurricane
from Dora to Irma, despite its close proximity
to the St. Johns River.
Within days of moving into their brandnew home with its “contemporary” glass
wall, just 200 feet from where she grew up,
Hurricane Dora hit Jacksonville. Carolyn
remembers that only one of the TV meteorologists, George Winterling at Channel
4, predicted the ferocity of the storm, but
they were “somewhat prepared.”
“We filled the bathtub with water and
bought lots of Spam, tuna, cereal and
canned milk … Barbara and Bill Wheeler
spent the first night with us. It turned into
a frat house party with candles dripping
on the Oriental rug while we watched the
pine trees bend almost double from the
force of the wind,” she wrote. “By morning,
all the reserve water was used up from
flushing the commodes throughout the

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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night, water had risen almost up to the
deck, trees were down and schools were
closed … the glass wall was spared.”
Like her home, Carolyn Gentry has
valiantly stood the test of time, approaching
each new day with optimistic anticipation
and a strong resolve to make a positive
difference. That strength and determination,
along with her intelligent and energetic
participation in many of the events that
have shaped the history of Jacksonville
and the world, have garnered her countless
awards and accolades over the past five
decades. To name just a few, in 1980, she
received a Tribute to Women in Industry
(TWIN) award; and in 1985, she was
honored by the Jacksonville Section
National Council of Jewish Women. She
was presented Florida Public Relation
Association’s community service award
in 1994 and was a National Philanthropy
Day Honoree in 1995. River City Business
and Professional Women’s Club saluted
her as an outstanding woman in journalism
during National Business Women’s Week,
1996. She was recognized as a “Woman
of Distinction” by Gateway Girl Scouts
Council in 1997. The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc. named her “Woman
of the Year 1997 for sustained productive
service,” and The Women’s Center honored
her as an Unsung Shero on its 20th anniversary in 2015.
A former member of South Jacksonville
Rotary and a Leadership Jacksonville
Alumni, class of 1979, Carolyn was president
of the Jacksonville Women’s Network and
has served on too many prominent cultural,
health-related, educational, and charitable
boards to list in the space of one article.
The daunting challenges and stellar accomplishments in the life of Carolyn Smith
Gentry have been impressive, often extraordinary, and yet, today, she is first and foremost
a sister, a mother and a grandmother who

Interior & Exterior
Affordable Pricing
Commercial & Residential
Always Prompr & Courteous Service
Pressure Washing & Minor Repairs
Carpentry & Drywall Repair
Complete Window Reglazing

Carolyn Gentry at home, 1989

is determined to encourage others to cherish
and record their legacy.
For Carolyn, writing her memoir helped
bring her highest priorities and values back
in line. Those are: her sense of place, her
family traditions, and her heritage.
“As the grandmother of Julide and Derin,
two incredibly wonderful and talented
young people, my mission is to convey to
them the importance and power of the
written word, and how eternally grateful I
am that our ancestors made the time to
keep diaries and journals of their daily lives,”
she said. “By leaving us this precious legacy,
their history is preserved and they remain
alive in our hearts and minds forever.”

Conrad and Carolyn Gentry

SENIOR DAY 20% Discount
Every Tuesday 10 A.M. – 5 P.M.
(65 and older)

10% OFF

Thomas Painting
& Pressure Washing
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904.619.4646
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904.354.7707 • info@thomasappw.com • www.thomasppw.com
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ROOSTERS CLUB CUT
You’ll get a great haircut, followed by a warm shampoo
and conditioning to make sure all the clippings
are removed, a hot facial towel treatment and
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Children surprised with late gift after returning to school
New playground designed
with special needs in mind
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Catering
Private Parties
Seasonal Menu
Daily Specials
Take-Out

nouracafe.com | 8am - 9pm
1533 University Bvd W
Jacksonville - Fl 32217

904.739.0033

Imagine a playground in such bad shape
it fell apart when it was moved to make way
for building construction. For over a year,
students at Morning Star Catholic School
didn’t have swings or a slide or other playground equipment on which to play and
expend their energy.
“The old playground was over by the high
school Peace Garden and the intention was
they were going to lift it and move it to the
other side of the school. When they did
that, it just fell apart and wasn’t worth saving,”
said Maria Johnson, development director
for Morning Star.
“All of a sudden the little kids [5-12 years
old] did not have a playground for about a
year and a half. I said ‘Let’s make it part of
the building campaign,’ so we started researching playgrounds and someone mentioned Kompan,” she said. “Their playgrounds
are really different.”
Coach Natalie Bryan had visited the new
playground at Boone Park South after it was
installed in October 2016, so she got involved
with Kompan representative Stacy Moseley.
“We wanted something easy for the kids
to play on, something really inclusive and
centered around helping the kids with
their issues,” said Johnson. “Stacy knew
kids with autism like to spin and recommended the spinners. She recommended
Pour-in-Place seamless ground cover,
instead of mulch, for kids with balance
issues and for wheelchair access.”

Morning Star Catholic School Principal Jean Barnes with Warren and Joanne Powers on the new
playground with students and Nova, the service dog.

The playground came with a hefty price
tag, though – $145,000, of which the ground
cover was almost $40,000.
At the dedication of the new high school
in August 2017, Johnson set up a display
board with the playground proposal.
Warren Powers, a supporter of the school,
started to ask some hard questions about
why they picked that playground and why
it cost so much.
“By the end of the ceremony, he said he
would pay for the playground,” Johnson
said. His daughter, Nancy Powers, runs the
Warren P. and Joanne C. Powers Charitable
Foundation and has been involved with the

school for a while, Johnson said, noting the
Foundation has given smaller grants for
specific needs, including a $14,000 grant
for high school furniture.
Playground construction began in December
2017 when the Christmas holiday started and
finished the day before students came back
to school. “Stacy was really on it and we didn’t
have any hiccups. It was like a Christmas
present for the children,” said Johnson.
“The dedication of this school’s leadership,
combined with Kompan’s passion for
creating inclusive play spaces for children
of all abilities, has yielded a playground
like no other in Jacksonville,” said Moseley.

THE LONGEST-RUNNING AMERICAN
MUSICAL IN BROADWAY HISTORY

Installation of the new playground occurred during the Christmas break.

Finished playground at Morning Star Catholic School.

Girl power evident at Women of Vision celebration
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News

MAY 17–20
TIMES-UNION CENTER

fscjartistseires.org
(904) 632-5000

The 2nd Annual Women of Vision
Celebration Luncheon was held by Girls
Incorporated of Jacksonville on March 8 at
WJCT Studios. In celebration of International
Women’s Day, this year’s theme was “The
Power of a Girl,” and, according to Girls
Inc. of Jacksonville’s CEO, Robin Rose, Ph.D.,
the local affiliate annually serves approximately 1,100 kindergarten through eighth
grade girls in Duval County.
“On both the national and local level, the
impact we are having is life-changing,” said
Rose, noting that Girls Inc. girls are changing
the face of STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) and are on
track to make on-time grade transitions
and graduate from high school, thus supporting their ability to break generational
cycles of female poverty. They are also
gaining a deeper understanding of their
civic responsibilities and ability to solve
problems in their communities.
Girls Inc. believes that it is every girl’s
right to grow up “Strong, Smart & Bold,”
and in light of that belief, two of Jacksonville’s
most powerful women received awards at

the event. Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne,
Jacksonville University’s Chancellor Emeritus,
a Florida Women’s Hall of Fame inductee,
and a trailblazer for women of all ages,
received the 2018 Women of Vision Award.
Audrey McKibbin Moran, Senior Vice
President for Social Responsibility and
Community Advocacy at Baptist Health,
and active Women’s Giving Alliance Member,
received the 2018 Champion for Girls Award.
Keynote speaker Rear Admiral Bette
Bolivar, Commander, Navy Region Southeast,
followed two impressive “Girl Power
Council President Anna Brosche and WGA
Testimonials” from Girls Inc. participants City
President Ellen Wiss with Audrey Moran, 2018
Kynnedee Mayhew and Shakila Ali.
Champion for Girls award winner
“Chicks rock!” exclaimed Admiral Bolivar,
as she took the stage and congratulated
It seemed that nothing could top the
the girls, noting that each of them were passionate and informative speech by
strong, smart and bold examples of the Admiral Bolivar, but the Biscayne Elementary
impact being made in Jacksonville and Girls Inc. chorus’s lively, rousing rendition
throughout the country by Girls Inc.
of a song entitled “Girl Power” literally
Admiral Bolivar encouraged all present brought the house down.
to be “self-aware and stay true to who you
“Those little girls were so cute and talented,”
are.” She touted her tried and true command said Dr. Kinne, applauding vigorously. “It
philosophy, learned through being a took me back to the first year I taught music
“rough, tough, can’t get enough leader” in in a school in Iowa. I was only 18 years old.”
the Navy: 1) treat people right, 2) be
Still strong, smart and bold, the indomhonest, 3) practice teamwork and loyalty, itable Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne will be
and 4) make a difference in the world.
101 years old on May 27, 2018.
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Olympic games teach sportsmanship at Catholic school
Excitement filled the air at San Jose Catholic
School March 8 when athletes gathered to
participate in the annual Second Grade
Olympics. The journey began with a Social
Studies unit about “The Olympics Then &
Now,” where students learned the history
and significance of this time-honored event.
The teams spanned six continents and
marched in the Parade of the Athletes
carrying flags they had worked together to
create. The Opening Ceremonies included
a paper torch relay, yet in true Olympic
tradition, an actual tiki torch flame was lit
and burned throughout the competition.
The top three winners of each event stood
on the podium and received their gold,
silver, and bronze medals. The athletes all
gave their best and experienced the valuable
life lesson of sportsmanship.

Battle of books shows
off reading skills

Out of 10 schools participating in the
Diocesan Battle of the Books held at St.
Joseph’s Catholic School Feb. 28,
Assumption Catholic School’s team
made it to the top five oral competition
round and finished in fourth place. The
team – Marcela Perez, Julie Hathaway,
Nick Amico, Evan Lewis, Clare Coyle,
Ian Kirsch and Eleanor Kirsch – had to
read 16 books and be prepared to battle
it out by answering questions about
what they had read.

Winners in the San Jose Catholic School
Second Grade Olympics include Richie M.,
Kiera D., Joey O., Andres D. and Humberto O.

Nine honors organizations
induct Bishop Kenny students

College coed performs
two roles in ‘Wolf Hall’
San Marco resident Susan “Susie” St. Denis
recently made her acting debut, performing
in two roles, as Elizabeth Cromwell (wife
of Thomas Cromwell) and Mary Boleyn
(sister of Anne Boleyn), in “Wolf Hall” at
Theater Jacksonville March 2-18.
“Overall this play is a powerful historical
narrative. It shows not only the complex
relationships in the British Court but
also the hidden powers of the women at
that time,” said St. Denis. “It was a fun
challenge to play two characters that
were so drastically different – Elizabeth
Cromwell, wife of Thomas Cromwell –
played by the amazing Jason Woods and
Mary Boleyn, sister to Anne – beautifully
portrayed by Abigail Hunger.”
The acting bug first bit St. Denis when
she was just seven years old, memorizing
part of Richard III. She performed in a
play while at The Bolles School, but “Wolf
Hall” is her first major performance posthigh school.
Currently a sophomore at the University
of North Florida studying communications
with a concentration in multimedia journalism and production, and a minor in
Chinese, St. Denis attended Hendricks
Avenue Elementary School, Julia Landon
College Preparatory School, and graduated
from Bolles School 2016. She also worked
as a model at Sessions Modeling Studio.

35

Susan St. Denis plays Elizabeth Cromwell, wife
to Thomas Cromwell played by Jason Woods,
in “Wolf Hall.”

“Wolf Hall” the play is a two-part adaptation of the Man Booker Prize-winning
novel of the same name by Hilary Mantel
and follows the rise to power of Thomas
Cromwell in the court of Henry VIII from
1500 to 1535. The performances at Theatre
Jacksonville, 2032 San Marco Blvd., were
directed by William E.P. Davis, a freelance
theatre director and teacher.
“The director, Will Davis, was magical
to work with as was the whole cast of Wolf
Hall. They were all extremely supportive
and I would love to have the chance to act
alongside them again,” said St. Denis, who
is the oldest of five children.

Newly inducted members of the International Quill and Scroll Society, one of nine organizations
represented at Bishop Kenny High School’s Annual Honor Societies Induction Program: Emily
Willis, Franchesca Peralta, Julia Rodriguez, Olivia Burch, Niah Aleger, Max Montana, and Keith
Stokes II. Quill and Scroll recognizes and encourages both individual and group achievements in
scholastic journalism.

The Carla Harris Performing Arts Center
at Bishop Kenny High School served as
the setting for the school’s annual Honor
Societies Induction Ceremony March 5,
where 230 students were inducted into one
or more of nine participating honors organizations during the hour-long program.
Many of the students were inducted
into multiple organizations bringing the
total number of new memberships to 316.
An estimated 600 students and parents
were in attendance at the ceremony which

was followed by a brief reception.
Organizations participating in the annual
program included National Art Honor
Society; The International Quill & Scroll
Honor Society; International Thespian
Society; Tri-M Music Honor Society;
Société Honoraire de Francais de Bishop
Kenny; Delta Epsilon Phi, National Honor
Society for High School Students of
German; National Junior Classical League
Latin Honor Society; Sociedad Honoraria
Hispánica, and the National Honor Society.

Programs for Grades K - 12
May - August
For more information, go to
esj.org/summer
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Pasta bridges and bristle bots engage minds at annual STEAM Day
Inspiring middle school students to
Over 45 Bishop Kenny students served
explore the fields of science, technology, as guides and demonstrators for the various
engineering, the arts and math (STEAM) activities completed by 24 teams representing
is a challenge eagerly undertaken by students 14 Catholic elementary schools. The overall
at Bishop Kenny High School, which hosted winners of the event received $250 from
its 2nd Annual STEAM Day Feb. 24.
the Air Force Association, Falcon Chapter.
The event is patterned after the Engineering
In preparation for STEAM Day, middle
Competition sponsored by The Army Corps school students were given a take-home
of Engineers and “Explorathon,” an event project, the construction of a bridge, to
held at the Museum of Science and History exact specifications using pasta as the
that was, for many years, coordinated under primary material. The bridges were tested
the direction of retired Bishop Kenny science for their strength to weight ratio by guest
teacher Suzanna Suarez.
engineers. Also incorporated into this
year’s STEAM Day activities was a robotics
competition which was held in Bishop
Kenny’s new robotics laboratory. The
student teams designed and created a
“bristle bot,” which was then tested for its
distance-time performance.
A team of students from San Jose Catholic School observe and decorate the formation of a
The schedule also included a variety of polyurethane sculpture.
science demonstrations and hands-on
activities including acid-base titrations,
polymer chemistry reactions, sublimation
demonstrations, and performing graphical
analysis with wireless probes on iPads.
Last but not least, on a day highlighting
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math, the participants visited the Bishop
Kenny Art Gallery to see an exhibit of art
submitted by young artists from the Catholic
Students from San Jose Catholic School try
Elementary Art students, and enjoyed a Students from St. Matthew School observe
BK parent and engineer Dan Blaydes and
catching a heavy carbon dioxide bubble in the
“floating bubbles on a bed of carbon dioxide
hands-on opportunity to make crafts from gas” as they learn that carbon dioxide is more
Junior, Dinith Mendis test a pasta bridge for its
“Leaky Shower” during STEAM Day activities in a
recycled polymers.
load failure.
Chemistry lab at Bishop Kenny High School.
dense than air.

Spaghetti bridge not
for consumption
Two teams of seventh-grade students from Assumption Catholic
School competed in the Bishop Kenny STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, math) competition Feb. 24 to build weight-bearing
arch bridges out of uncooked pasta noodles.
“Revenge of the Spaghetti Bridge” provided students with a lesson
in maximizing the strength to weight ratio of the bridge, using only
uncooked spaghetti and hot glue. The resulting bridge was required
to cross an open span of two tables placed 24 inches apart, have a
continuous roadbed for test vehicle, and be able to support a bucket
of sand suspended from an eye bolt under the bridge.

Mary Melville, Mary Catherine Rogero, Grae Camerlengo, and Julie Hathaway hold a Pennsylvania truss bridge constructed out of
spaghetti noodles.
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Local school holds prayer service on Walkout Day

Walkathon goal exceeded,
principal becomes
student for a day
The numbers kept changing, but that
was okay as the Friends of Hendricks
Avenue Elementary School saw their
walkathon goal of $50,000 first exceeded
by $590, than raised to $51,269 after all
pledges and donations came in.
At the March 9 flag raising, the early
figure was display by students who earned
the privilege. Gavin Kennedy was second
place top fundraiser; Val Kolar was first
place top fundraiser; Rowan Andrews,
third place top fundraiser; Max Berzsenyi
was first place walker with 116 laps (14.5
miles); Brooke Curry, second place walker
with 112 laps or 14 miles, and Graham
Glasheen, who walked 106 laps/13.25 miles
for third place.
Principal Mindy McLendon challenged
the students to walk a cumulative 750 miles
and if they succeeded she would become

|

On March 14, when students across the
country held a walkout, the Bishop Kenny
High School community paid tribute to
the 17 lives that were lost at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in the
most recent in a series of senseless acts
of violence in schools, and in unity with
those urging government leaders to enact
laws to protect school children.
Students were joined by administrators,
faculty, and staff in the John Baldwin
Athletic Center for a schoolwide prayer
service recalling the tragic events that
took place in Parkland, Florida on February
14, and to pray for a speedy and peaceful
resolution to this national concern.
Principal Todd Orlando, Rev. Martin
Raj, Deacon Robert DeLuca and members
of the Student Council led the service,
which included music, Gospel and other
liturgical readings. Student Government
President Madeline Ward read the names
of each of the 17 victims aloud. During
the moment of silence that followed each
name, a single long-stem rose was placed
in a vase by Student Council representatives
from all grade levels. After all 17 roses
were placed in the vase, an 18th flower
was also placed in memory of all other
victims of gun violence this year.
As a Catholic school, Bishop Kenny
supports this and other organized, peaceful,
respect-life protests, including the national
March for Life in Washington, D.C. and
the Jacksonville Stand for Life.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary School Principal
Mindy McLendon’s 750-mile challenge was
met so she became a student for a day.

a student for a day. The goal was surpassed
by 16.25 miles so McLendon spent a day
in classrooms after getting a backpack to
fill with books, a lunchbox for her cafeteria
meal, a pencil, hand sanitizer so she wouldn’t
get the flu, a Teacher’s Pet hat, and the
book “The Kissing Hand,” so she would
know she was well-loved on her first day
back to school.

Bishop Kenny High School Principal Todd
Orlando looks on as school chaplain Father
Martin Raj leads the student body in prayer.
Also pictured are Student Council President
Madeline Ward and Deacon Robert DeLuca.

Officers of the Bishop Kenny High School
Student Council participated in a schoolwide
prayer service on March 14, National School
Walkout Day.

Students at Hendricks Avenue Elementary School hold numbers signifying the amount raised
from the annual walkathon.

Assumption students attend math competition
Students from Assumption Catholic School’s seventh- and eighth-grade Math
Counts Elective participated in the 2018 MATHCOUNTS Competition for the
Northeast Chapter at the University of North Florida Feb. 23, sponsored by the Florida
Engineering Society. MATHCOUNTS is a national mathematics competition for
middle school students, and the competition held at UNF is the largest local competition in the nation.
Holding their school placard are Jennifer Swain, Enrichment teacher; David Cratem,
Ismael Perez, Quentin Thompson Davoli, Ian Kirsch, Matthew Werstine, and Kelly
Branson, junior high math teacher. They placed in the top half of the participating schools.

STATE CERT. #CFC056489

Northeast Florida
Plumbing Experts
TouchtonPlumbing.com | (904) 389-9299 | 416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville

Residential & Commercial . 24 Hour Service

Free Estimates

• Backflows (installations, testing,
repairs & certifications)
• Septic Tank Systems (installations
& repairs)
• Drain Fields (installations & repairs)
• Lift Stations (installations & service)
• Expert Repairs & Re-piping
• Water Heater Service & Installation
• TV/Video Sewer Line Inspections
• Under Slab Leaks
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Shower Pan & Tile Work

DAY CAMP
DIP, DECORATE AND PACKAGE YOUR VERY
OWN DELICIOUS CHOCOLATE TREATS.
MAKE A CUSTOMIZED GIFT BOX AND LEARN
HOW TO EXPRESS YOUR CREATIVITY WITH

CHOCOLATE!

BE A CHOCOLATIER FOR A DAY!
Summer Camp Ad 2016.indd 1

CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PETERBROOKE FOR DATES
THROUGHOUT JUNE, JULY & AUGUST
3/24/2016 10:22:17 AM
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Halls were alive with
sounds of music, laughter

Changing the world for kids with cancer

Hendricks Avenue Elementary School
came alive with music and art the evening
of March 8, drawing students and their
families back to the campus for a funfilled night.
The school’s annual Family Fine Arts
Night included music performed by the
fifth-grade chorus, led by Caron Prisby,
music teacher, and a performance by
students from LaVilla School of the Arts.
Students also enjoyed an interactive
dance session led by Kit Rossi from
Dance for Joy.
The hallways were decorated with
student art projects from all grades, led
by art teacher Jenny Reid, who also
provided an opportunity for artistic
expression in the cafeteria. With assistance
from Reddi-Art’s Jennifer LN, students
drew, painted, created origami and did
bead work.
Touch of Paint decorated the faces,
arms and legs of students with beautiful
designs and glitter tattoos, while Bill
Burbridge had families laughing up a
storm as he created caricature drawings
for a long line of students. Local artist
Isaac Henderson displayed several of
his unique pieces of art, including several
self-portraits.
The event was sponsored by the PTA,
and chaired by Mary Jane Hewes.

HAE student raises funds for
Tom Coughlin’s Jay Fund
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News
Illustrating her passion to help sick children
live longer, 10-year-old Molly Hicks singlehandedly raised $700 to assist the families
of cancer patients at Wolfson Children’s
Hospital patients.
A fourth-grader in Elizabeth Seeker and Marissa Ierna of the Tom Coughlin’s Jay Fund
Molly Hicks explains her penny drive to
Cheryl Pearthree’s gifted class at Hendricks Foundation with contributor Molly Hicks
members of Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church
Avenue Elementary, Hicks was assigned to
do a month-long project on something she to give in his honor to Baptist MD Anderson yard to sell cookies, brownies and “monkey”
was passionate about. Mindful of the recent Cancer Center, where he had been a patient. bread to her San Marco neighbors.
loss of her grandfather, Steve Hicks, to However, after consulting with administrators
With the blessing of her youth minister,
esophageal cancer, Hicks aimed to raise $50 at the cancer center, she decided to donate Claire Chin, Hicks also addressed church
any funds she raised to the Tom Coughlin members during two services at Hendricks
Jay Fund, earmarked to help young cancer Avenue Baptist, where her grandfather had
patients at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, said been a lifelong member, and held a “penny”
Hicks’ mother, Joy.
drive at the church to solicit donations.
“We met with Marissa Ierna from the Jay
Although her original goal was a modest
Fund, and we decided to go through them $50, Hicks raised a whopping $700, with nearly
to donate to kids at Wolfson who are cared $300 coming from the penny drive alone.
for by Baptist MD Anderson doctors,” Joy
“I want to help people with cancer since my
Hicks explained.
grandfather was a cancer patient,” Hicks
To raise funds for her project, Hicks made explained. “I want to try to help them have a
Rainbow Loom bracelets and slime, a popular longer and happier life. What I learned from
gooey substance, to peddle to her classmates my project is that it doesn’t matter what age
The late Steve Hicks and his granddaughter, Molly at school and set up a bake sale in her front you are, you can still help change the world.”

HAE Chessmen tops
in Jacksonville

Addison Swindal pauses from drawing to
share a giggle.

Enjoying a frozen treat are Lily Hodgett and
sisters Ava and Sophia MacDowell.

Once again, the Hendricks Avenue
Elementary School chess team took home
“1st in Jacksonville” honors at the 21st Annual
Jacksonville Scholastic Chess Championship.
More than 20 elementary schools were
represented in the citywide contest, which took
place Feb. 10 at St. Mark’s Ark in San Marco
and included 113 individual competitors.
Both the kindergarten through second
grade team and the third through fifth grade HAE’s winning third to fifth grade team included Coach George Foote, Sophia Bueker, Charlie Alessandro,
James Helmick, Jude Yu, Keegan Maclean, Isaiah Narian, Sahana Chokshi, Ava MacDowell, Lucas
team defended their title as city champs. In Repper, Carsten Bahr, Landon Matthis, Avisa Resaei, Maddy Bowyer, Catherine Shore, Elias Piquer,
addition, several individual HAE players Lucy Pearson, Graham Glasheen, Coleman Safi, and James Francis (not pictured – Sophia King)
took home awards.
Hendricks Avenue Elementary took home
the top three awards in the kindergarten
competition. Nehemiah Yu won the event.
Simryn Chokshi was runner-up and Sagar
Chokshi placed third.
Also winning were Avisa Rezaei in the
fourth grade division and Charlie Alessandro
in the fifth grade division.
Taking home third place in their indi- HAE’s winning first and second grade team
vidual categories were first-grader Bradan included Lux Wichterman, Henry Gray, Ben
Soliday, Ben Lovelady, Bradan Keiter, Matthew
Keiter, fourth-grader Landon Mathis and Repper, Max Pratchard, Addison Booher, and
HAE’s top three kindergarten competitors were
fifth-grader Elias Piquer.
Nehemiah Yu, Simryn Chokshi, Sagar Chokshi
Sophia MacDowell.
SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018
8 A.M.-12 P.M.

One sweet deal:

Riverside Presbyterian Day School

Both events are open to ALL
children in the community!
The Duathlon (run, bike, run) is
for children ages 5-15.
NEW this year is the addition of
the Tot Trot (2 laps around the
RPDS track) for children ages 6
and under.
TO REGISTER OR
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.rpds.com/duathlon
or call (904) 353-5511 Ext. 186

Both races will conclude with a celebratory family-friendly
festival, complete with inflatables, face painters and
MUCH MORE!

Days, evenings
and weekends!

50% off

• Hourly drop-in childcare
• Preschool education programs
• School age activities
• Fun private parties

Family
Registration
($12.50 value)
Offer Expires 5/1/18

No cash value.

www.kidspark.com
Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

Avondale
4274 Herschel St.
904.387.8602

Tinseltown
9726 Touchton Rd. #111
904.683.4554

License # CO4DUO724

License # CO4DUO978
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Two Bolles track athletes
compete at national
indoor meet

Chase Rivera and Charles Hicks at the New
Balance National Indoor Championships

Bolles track athletes Chase Rivera and
Charles Hicks, both Class of 2019, traveled
to New York City March 9-11 to compete
in the New Balance National Indoor
Championships, held at the Armory
Track. The duo competed in the meet in
2016 as well, where Rivera won and Hicks
placed fourth in the boys’ freshman mile.
Rivera claimed another victory in the
mile, this year in the Emerging Elite
division, in a time of 4:14.69. He rebounded
after a 23rd place in the 800-meter run
the night before. Hicks competed in the
championship division of the two-mile,
placing fifth in his heat and ninth overall
in a time of 9:09.27.
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Exchange students enjoy new experiences in Spain
Spanish exchange students from The
Bolles School spent spring break on an
incredible 10-day exchange trip to Madrid,
Spain where they took in the culture and
sights, practiced their Spanish and lived
with local families. Accompanied by Bolles
Spanish teachers Adriana Stam and Carrie
Ezzell, the 14 students attended classes with
their host students at the Colegio San Agustin
(CSA) and took day trips around Madrid
during their visit. The group also visited
the City of Toledo, the Madrid Royal Palace,
the Cathedral, the Plaza Mayor, the Puerta
del Sol and The Prado Museum, among
other local sites.
Students got a feel for the Spanish day,
which includes a post-midday and robust
lunch, a siesta in the afternoon and family
meals that last into the late evening.
The Bolles group, which included Marley
Barton, Haley Bowmaster, Kloe Brill, Jordan
Bunn, Amelia Emas, Nicole Foster, Brooke
Geddes, Michael Hume, Abigail Lynch, Henry
Maw, Amanda Morales, Cole Rutkowski,
Shelby Taylor and Sushmita Udoshi, returned
to Jacksonville March 25. The same Spanish
students who have been hosting Bolles
students will travel to Jacksonville in the fall
for a similar exchange experience at Bolles.

Bolles Spanish exchange students visit Madrid, Spain, during spring break.

Teens dance to raise money ‘for the kids’

Bolles French students
compete in State Congrès
Audrey McCabe and Dougie Milne cut up during a Dance Marathon.

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville
and Bishop Kenny High School became
dance partners for an evening at their
inaugural Dance Marathon “For the Kids,”
a Children’s Miracle Network fundraiser
to raise money for Wolfson Children’s
Hospital and UF Health Jacksonville.
Over 150 participants stayed on their
feet for six hours March 17 at Episcopal’s
Buck Center, according to Patrick

Front: Morgan Kelly, Carley Smith, Caty Allen, Becca Emery; back: Cecilia
Rhoden, Chris Keyser, Caroline McMillan, Nick Mosley

Patangan, a St. Nicholas resident and
student at Bishop Kenny. “We raised
$33,020.41, far exceeding our $4,000
goal,” he said.
The money was raised through the Donor
Drive website, which allows the funds to
go directly to Children’s Miracle Network
to buy equipment for the hospitals.
“We are excited that this event was such a
success and that we were able to raise such

a significant amount of money for such a
good cause,” said Patangan.
The Episcopal committee members were
Kate McQuiddy, Emily Teems, Audrey
McCabe, Connor Murphy, Charlotte
Rosenberg and Xander Magevney. Including
Patangan, the Bishop Kenny committee
included Emma St. John, Andrew McBride,
Brooklyn Devenny, Tyler Thompson, Patrick
Brennan and Teresa Gutteridge.

French students from The Bolles School
traveled to Orlando March 8-10 to
participate in eight competitions, including acting, poetry recitation, impromptu speaking and other categories,
in the 2018 Congrès de la culture
française en Floride. Placing fourth
overall in their division, some of the
21students competed at one or two
levels above their current French class.
Costumed for a scene from Ionesco’s
“La cantatrice chauve” (The Bald Soprano)
are Serena Scalcione, Andrea Hakim,
Madi Duhnoski, Elizabeth McGrane and
Gabriel Bassin, who received a superior
rating in the theatre competition.

“We Build e Best
and Fix e Rest”
Dock Repairs
New Construction
Piling Repair & Replacement
Bulkheads
Boat Li Experts
Gazebos & Nature Walks
Dock and Bulkhead
Inspections

Give us 90 minutes and you will be amazed!
Babies 3 to 12 month of age, along with parents
or caregivers, are asked to sit and relax on the floor
while enjoying a live performance of
the show, Everything’s A Circle,
Theatre Jacksonville’s original play.

Every month at

DuBow Preschool

3662 Crown Point Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32257

904.387.4814
www.bwmarineconstruction.com
Established 1981 • DMS7-G

(904) 396-4425 • www.theatrejax.com

AGES 7-15? REGISTER FOR SUMMER CAMP TODAY!
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HOPE
LIVES AT
ST. JOHN’S

Worship with Us
Sundays at
8, 9 & 11 a.m.
St. George’s Day Evensong
with Jax Pipes & Drums and Choir
April 29 at 5 p.m.

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org
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Therapy dog in training draws attention wherever she goes
By Karen J. Rieley
Resident Community News
For a self-described homebody like Rachel
Murphy, having a dog like Flora might be
considered a burden. Quite simply, Flora
is beautiful and attracts a lot of attention.
A medium-sized, snow white, fluffy ball of
fur with intelligent eyes, perky ears and an
engaging attitude, Flora is irresistible – a
real people-magnet. When Murphy takes
Flora out, she knows that all ages and kinds
of people will ask if they can pet her.
Despite her own introverted tendencies,
however, Murphy wants people to interact
with Flora, because Flora is in training to
become a therapy dog. Murphy got Flora,
a Samoyed, when she was eight weeks old,
and has been training her personally for six
months. She takes Flora on walks and to
public spaces like San Marco Square to help
Flora acclimate to people, other animals
and various sounds.
“I got interested in pet therapy because a
dog I had when in college was instrumental
in helping me get through some stressful
issues I faced,” Murphy said. “I grew up
with a great family and had a ton of support,
but it’s not the same as the easy companionship, unconditional love and the unique
support system a pet can give you.
Murphy grew up in Jacksonville. She
graduated from Providence School of
Jacksonville and the University of North
Florida. She’s a behavioral therapist at Little
Star Center and Behavioral Clinic. Her
husband, Rad Murphy, graduated from The
Bolles School and now teaches marine
science at his alma mater. The couple bought
a home in San Jose a year and a half ago.
“I walk Flora up and down San Jose
Boulevard all the time, because it helps her
get used to sound of traffic and horns,”
Murphy said.

– South Kitchen + Spirits –

DINNER
WEEKEND
Sisters Campbell (front) and Cate Taylor with
Rachel Murphy and Flora

And Catering NEW
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Rachel Murphy and Flora

Flora is a purebred Samoyed, a breed of – and already has 500 followers after only
large herding dogs, from the Spitz group, a few months.
with a thick, white, double-layer coat. Its
“I hope to take her into hospitals first to
name comes from the Samoyedic peoples visit patients,” said Murphy, who already
of Siberia. Samoyeds are known to be playful, knows how helpful Flora can be for patients.
lively, alert, friendly and sociable.
She cut her thumb seriously this past
“Flora is completely different at home than November when she opened a metal can
she is when I take her out,” Murphy said. and has been recovering ever since.
“At home she likes to play, but when I tell
“At first I was upset because I thought my
her ‘Let’s go to work,’ her mindset completely recovery would slow down my ability to work
changes, and she becomes very calm and with Flora, but she was wonderful and caring
sweet in public.”
and has helped me with my therapy by letting
Therapy dogs are trained differently me pet her to gradually gain sensation and
than service dogs. While service dogs are strength in my thumb,” Murphy said. “It was
trained to work with one person, therapy a learning experience for both of us and
dogs are socialized dogs trained to work proof that everything happens for a reason.”
with many people in a variety of situations.
Flora is a quiet dog; in fact, Murphy has
Murphy will soon have Flora attend the trained her to not bark unless she says
Canine Obedience Club of Jacksonville, “speak” to her. She does have one other
which has a course for therapy dogs. When special talent, however. When Murphy says
Flora turns one year old, she can take the “sing,” Flora does just that. She’s a remarkable
certification test to be a therapy dog. Flora dog that Murphy hopes will bring comfort
has an Instragram page – florathesamoyed to many people as a pet therapy dog.

The Dr. Larry & Kathy Kanter Fund for Jewish Preservation presents…

The Secret History of Saudi Arabia and Israel
Presented by Dr. Ellen R. Wald

southern classics.
american standards.

Dr. Wald is a historian and scholar of Energy
Industry and Western Involvement in the Middle East.She
consults on energy and geopolitics, is an adjunct professor
of Middle East history at Jacksonville University.

Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m.
Congregation Ahavath Chesed

{NEW}
www.southdelivered.com
3638 Park Street, Jacksonville FL

8727 San Jose Boulevard Jacksonville, FL 32217
904.733.7078 | www.TheTempleJacksonville.org

• Is the Saudi Kingdom our friend - or a threat?
• Has its history with Israel been one of only animosity?

904-475-2362

• What role has Aramco played in the Arab rise to power?

www.south.kitchen

RSVP 904.733.7078 or at
rsvp@TheTempleJacksonville.org

• What does the road ahead look like?
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The Multiple Sclerosis Foundation estimates that more than 400,000
people in the United States and about have MS, and about 200 new
cases are diagnosed each week in the United States. You can wear an
orange ribbon to support awareness or you can do something more.
BY MARIAN JOHNS, RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS
This month, hundreds will gather at Unity Plaza to participate in Jacksonville’s MS
Walk to raise funds for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. The event is just one of the MS
Society’s fundraisers which helps the organization provide resources and supports finding
a cure. Bike MS, another of the MS Society’s major events, is the largest fundraising bike
event in the world with nearly 100,000 cyclists across the U.S. each year cycling for the
cause. Whether they choose to support the MS Society on two wheels or on their own
two feet, local residents are doing something.

Here’s how you can ‘Do Something’
•

Gather a team of friends, family, coworkers or neighbors to participate in Jacksonville’s
MS Walk at 9 a.m. on April 21 at Unity Plaza, 220 Riverside Ave. Help the North
Florida Chapter reach its 2018 $100,100 goal.

•

Is cycling your thing? Then join the Bike MS: PGA Tour Cycle October 13-14 for a
scenic ride from the TPC Sawgrass area to the sunny shores of Daytona Beach and
back. There are multiple one- and two-day route options ranging from 36 to 160 miles
and any level of participation will help reach the $1,050,000 goal.

•

Join the MS Society’s efforts in advocating for polices at the federal, state and community level which will benefit those with MS. You can also help at the local MS office
by assisting with mailings, phone work and data entry. For more information visit
www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/FLN/Volunteer or call (904) 332-6810.

Jonathan Zahler (right) with
“Team Maree” teammates
Michael Maddux (left) and
John Coleman (center)

Jonathan Zahler Did Something

Jonathan Zahler likes to say that he
“lives and plays in San Marco.” Part of his
play comes in the form of training to ride
over 100 miles each year in the Bike MS
event, helping to bring awareness and raise
funds for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.
Zahler, an attorney and family law
mediator, has been cycling for over 25
years. He was inspired to join the Bike
MS ride while in law school at the University
of Florida by his friend Michael Maddux,
whose mother, Maree, has MS.
Today, Zahler is in his 10th year of the
Bike MS and his team, “Team Maree,”
named after Michael’s mother, raises at
least $1,000 each year as they cycle nearly
100 miles on the first day of the ride.

“The ride is for an amazing cause and
our team has built great camaraderie,
amazing spirit and it’s in honor of Maree,
who is an inspiration,” Zahler said. “Despite
her nearly five decades of MS, she maintains
a positive spirit.”
“The organization (MS Society) is amazing
because they fund projects and research that
are day by day helping people directly,” he
said. “The organization works together to
find a cure which is getting closer all the time.”
This year Zahler and Team Maree will
once again strap on their cycling helmets
and come together to “do something” to
help those affected by MS.
“We have an incredible group of dedicated
team members both on and off the bike,”
said Zahler.

License #CAC041190

Air Conditioning . Heating . Refrigeration . Clean Air Professionals
Since 1963

“Your Inside Weather Guys & Gals”

Call us for all of your
Air Conditioning & Heating needs.
• Residential A/C Service
& Planned Maintenance
• A/C System Replacement
• Air Duct and Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Commercial HVAC Service
& Planned Maintenance
• Industrial HVAC Service
& Planned Maintenance
• Commercial & Industrial
System Replacement

$50 OFF

THANK YOU

COMMUNITY
When the weather
OUTSIDE is frightful...
We make INSIDE
so delightful!

Any residential service
call or duct cleaning.

Serving Jacksonville
for 55 years

Excludes filters. Must present coupon.
Valid only with coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Maximum discount 50%
of total service. Expires 4/30/2018

Call 356-3963
WeatherEngineers.com

“Your Inside Weather Guys & Gals”

356-3963

WeatherEngineers.com

#RES

Ask about our Air Duct
Cleaning & Air Handler
Sanitation Services

A Division of Weather Engineers

Thank you to all of our members and friends
who attended Inspired Palates: A Dinner Party
Series. Your attendance has bolstered our efforts
to return our beautiful gardens to their historical
and horticultural prestige through the Garden
Reconstruction Fund.

AS YOU ENJOY YOUR GARDEN THIS SPRING,
CONSIDER SUPPORTING THE RESTORATION
OF OURS. DONATE TODAY AT
CUMMERMUSEUM.ORG/GARDEN-RECONSTRUCTION.
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— In Memoriam —

Marvin Edwards
June 29, 1921 to February 10, 2018

Marvin Edwards served as a U.S Air Force navigator
during World War II.

Marvin Edwards holds the TODAY Show’s monkey,
J. Fred Muggs, who was brought to Jacksonville
in 1954 to help raise nearly $15,000 for the
Jacksonville Humane Society.

When asked about what was important in his life, Marvin Edwards
always had a ready answer: to fight for the truth and what is ethically
right. Edwards, who passed away Feb. 10, 2018, was a civic activist
in Jacksonville, fighting for better schools, fair and enforced local
taxation, enforcement of the Florida Sunshine Law and easier access
to public records.
Edwards’ family moved to Jacksonville in 1940, when his father, Albert
H. Edwards, a mechanical engineer and vice president for National
Container Corporation, was transferred from New York to manage a
paper mill and corrugated box plant.
In 1944, while a senior at New York University, Edwards left college
to join the U.S. Air Force as a navigator during World War II, flying
B24 “Mosquito” airplanes over Germany for the O.S.S. (Office of
Strategic Services, now the CIA). Edwards also worked with the
Maquis, rural guerrilla bands of French Resistance fighters, part of
the French Underground.
Everywhere he was posted Edwards served as war correspondent,
editor or started a newspaper. His most important position was editor
of the “Carrier Courier,” a military newspaper of the U.S. Air Force
Station, Munich and European Air Transport Service. He covered the
post-war trial of Dachau Concentration Camp Schulzstaffel (SS)
personnel implicated in the Malmedy Massacre during the Battle of
the Bulge. He also covered proceedings of the United Nations Organization
(now UN) in London.
After his discharge, Edwards graduated from NYU with a degree
in business administration and finance, with a minor in journalism,
and worked for the Securities & Exchange Commission in Washington.

War correspondent Marvin Edwards shares a
phone call with Thunder, a German Shepherd at
the newspaper office during World War II.

In 1955 he married Helene Sirota, bought his San Marco family home
in 1956 and in 1958 opened his investment counseling firm, Edwards
& Edwards, Inc., retiring in 2009. He also dabbled in journalism and
investigative reporting, and over the years, has contributed countless
articles and columns to local newspapers.
Committed to community organizations, Edwards’ most famous
fundraiser was the 1954 Little Animal Circus to raise much-needed
funds for Jacksonville Humane Society to build a new facility. He wrote
to Dave Garroway, first host of NBC’s TODAY show and asked if J. Fred
Muggs, a chimpanzee who appeared on the show, could visit Jacksonville.
The famous chimp would headline a fundraising variety show to be
held at the Swisher Estate, courtesy of Mrs. Carl Swisher, also a Humane
Society supporter. J. Fred Muggs did attend, along with his entourage:
an NBC producer, publicity staffer and two handlers. They were guests
of the George Washington Hotel downtown. Muggs did publicity appearances at the beach and visited children at Hope Haven Hospital
(now Nemours).
Of his many honors, Edwards was proud of winning Jacksonville’s
Award for Excellence in Ethics in 2010 for his service and activism in
the community, and in 2012 he was named a Knight of the French Legion
of Honor. He was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor March 21, 2018, for his work with the OSS during World War II.
Edwards is survived by his wife of over 62 years, Helene Edwards, his
children Jeffrey (Mary), Douglas (Kristen), and Carolyn (Dan), grandchildren Lauren, David, Adam (Aaron), Nathaniel, and Avalon Edwards,
and Christopher and Michael Oliveri, along with numerous nieces,
nephews and extended family.
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Thank You,
Jacksonville, for Your
Continuing Support

Nursing Home In
The State of Florida

11401 Old St. Augustine Rd. (at I-295 South) | Jacksonville, FL 32258 | 904-260-1818 | www.RiverGarden.org |

@RiverGardenSeniorServices

WELCOME TO
VOLVO’S XC LINE
OF EXCELLENCE
ONLY AT O’STEEN VOLVO
2019 XC40 T5 Momentum

36,195

$

Strong, contemporary style with a
confident urban look, available in
contrasting combinations.

2018 XC60 T5 Momentum

46,895

$

Dynamic, refined and intuitive –
the Swedish SUV has evolved.

2018 XC90 T5 Momentum FWD

49,485

$

Experience uncluttered design with
cutting-edge innovation creating a
calming Scandinavian sanctuary.

10863 Philips Hwy
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Family owned & operated for 4 generations
Free Valet Pick-up for service repairs (See Dealer for full details.)

OUR BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE

Connecting the community
to advanced cancer care.
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center’s sky bridge to our
future facility across San Marco Boulevard has been raised,
symbolizing a new level of cancer care for patients and
families in our community and beyond. To meet the
growing needs of our region, our beautiful new facility
currently under construction will triple the capacity of our
current cancer center when it opens later this year.
Want to stay connected?
Sign up for insider video releases
and more at endcancerjax.com.
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Steampunk artist hosts
reception at MOSH

Seven women named Girl
Scout Women of Distinction

Jim Smith, longtime art instructor at
The Bolles School,
will host a familyfriendly event April
13 that will have
Jim Smith
Bolles School’s own
Laurel Ripple playing the role of Martha
Doyle Jennings, the (fictional) great-granddaughter of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
British writer of the Sherlock Holmes
series.
An “imagINvention” artist reception
for Jim Smith’s Improbable Sci-Show, an
unveiling of fictitious prototype devices,
will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Museum of
Science and History, 1025 Museum Circle.
Smith, who has taught at Bolles since
moving to Jacksonville from New York
City in 1977 to pursue a master’s degree
at Jacksonville University, is considered
a premier artist in steampunk art, which
began as a literary genre in 1987 but has
spread to fashion, music, games, movies
(the 2009 “Sherlock Holmes” movie had
steampunk touches) and to art. He has
been an active participant in the art
community, is a founding member of
the Northeast Florida Sculptors Group,
and has shown his art internationally in
both Mexico and Europe.

James and Dawn Gilman,
executive director for
Changing Homelessness

Martha Baker

Giselle Carson

Tamara Baker

Camille Harrison

The Girl Scouts of Gateway Council
announced the Women of Distinction
2018 honorees, who will receive awards
Thursday, April 19, at 5:30 p.m., at the
Jacksonville Marriott located at 4670
Salisbury Rd.
Northeast Florida’s Girl Scout council
will honor seven local female leaders at
the upcoming fundraising event, recognizing them for their professional accomplishments, service to others and
community impact.
The women nominated exemplify the
Girl Scouts’ core values of honesty,
fairness, caring, responsibility, service

Robert Devers, Salvation Army
major gifts manager, with
Ginny Myrick

Mary Kelli Palka

Penny Thompson

Nicole Thomas

to others and community, inclusivity,
respect and sisterhood. The 2018 honorees
are Martha Baker, community volunteer
and advocate, from Ponte Vedra Beach;
St. Nicholas resident Tamara Baker,
founder/principal of Baker Klein
Engineering ; Giselle Carson, of Montclair,
an attorney with MarksGray, P.A.; Camille
Harrison, Florida Blue vice president,
of St Johns; Mary Kelli Palka, The Florida
Times-Union editor, of East Arlington;
Nicole Thomas, president, Baptist Medical
center South, and resident of the Villages
of Pablo, and consultant Penny Thompson,
of Avondale.

Cynthia Montello with Naomi
Lumley

Local filmmaker, attorney team up for new reality show
By Karen J. Rieley
Resident Community News
Little did Jacksonville natives Warren
Skeels, a filmmaker, and Lawrence Najem,
an attorney, know that serving as members
on the Mayor of Jacksonville’s Advisory
Council for Film and Television would lead
them to produce MTV’s hit reality show,
“Siesta Key.” Perhaps it was kismet.
After all, both had produced and sold a
number of full-length motion pictures.
Both appreciated what each other had
been able to achieve in the industry. They
became friends and, as the saying goes,
the rest is history,.

Lawrence Najem in his Prudential Drive office
at Ossi & Najem, PA.

Skeels, 42, was born and raised in
Neptune Beach. Filmmaking is part of his
heritage. “My uncle, Arledge Armenaki,
is a cinematography and film educator,”
Skeels said.
Skeels attended Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts and continued his theater
and film education at University of Southern
California. He worked in Los Angeles and
New York City after college. When he and
his wife, Cristi, decided it was time to start
a family, he brought her back to the place
where he grew up – Jacksonville. They
chose to live in the San Marco area.
“We love the quaint feeling of the area,
while being so close to everything,” Skeels
said. Cristi and he have two children, ages
9 and 11.
Najem, 54, was also born in Jacksonville.
He grew up in San Jose and attended
Bishop Kenny High School. He remains
rooted in the neighborhood, living with
his wife in the old Oriental Gardens area
of San Marco, where they have raised
three children, ages 16, 18 and 20. His
law firm, Ossi and Najem, is also in the
neighborhood, on the Southbank.
After learning about Skeels’ background
in filmmaking, Najem decided to approach
him about an idea he had for a reality show.
“Having served as general counsel for John
Travolta, I am attracted to the production,
finance and business side of film and entertainment,” Najem said. “In 2015, I met
with a client in Sarasota who told me that
he thought his kid and friends might make
good material for a reality show.
“Warren and I decided that we really had
something here,” Skeels said. He directed

Warren Skeels (center) talking with Siesta Key stars Brandon and Madisson. Notice Skeels is
proudly wearing his Hendricks Avenue baseball coach’s jersey. (Photo credit: Nick Shirghio)

a pilot, which included framing the most “Chops” and “Thespians,” and the features
important relationships and showcasing “Who’s Your Monkey” with Jason London
the personalities. They chose to partner and Kevin Durand, and “Surfacing” with
with Entertainment One Television to pitch Joy Thomas and Lin Shaye.
the project, and MTV became a natural fit
“Siesta Key” follows a group of young
for the young adult show. Skeels is both the adults confronting issues of love, heartbreak,
show’s creator and executive producer. betrayal, class, and looming adulthood
Najem also has a dual role as attorney and as they spend the summer together in
producing partner.
their beautiful hometown. Nothing is off
“We knew from the inception that we limits while these friends come of age,
wanted to not only capture the natural beauty figuring out who they are and who they
of Siesta Key, but also showcase a narrative want to become – LGBTQ issues, interracial
style that isn’t represented in the reality TV relationships and mental health. The show
category,” said Skeels. To achieve his goal, has consistently been No.1 on Mondays
Skeels tapped several North Florida artists at 10 p.m.
for the project, among them Flagler alumnus
“We’re really proud of our work,” said
and cinematographer Gareth Paul Cox.
Najem. “It meant a lot for us to represent
While “Siesta Key” is the first reality foray North Florida on this show, and it was
for Skeels, he’s an award-winning filmmaker important for us to showcase local crew
known for his work on documentaries with us on the shoot.”

