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Riverside  

A big smile accompanied a 
trophy for Riverside 
Presbyterian Day School 
Kindergartner Miles Valentino, 
of Fairfax Manor. He placed �rst 
in the Kindergarten division 
of �e Knight School’s Chess 

“Tournaparty,” held May 19. Over 
50 students in Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade from 
Duval and St. John’s Counties 
participated in the combination 
chess party, throw-down and 
end-of-semester celebration.

Tom Coughlin Jay Fund golf classic, 
dinner raise almost $600,000

READ MORE, PAGE 12

READ MORE, PAGE 27

STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 15

Kindergarten  
chess champ
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FLAG DAY CELEBRATION

�e GFWC Lakeshore Woman’s Club held its second annual celebration for 
Flag Day June 14, drawing more than 120 guests and welcoming veterans from 
three wars. Joining club leaders and City Councilmen Jim Love and Doyle Carter, 
and Florida Senator Stephen Wise were World War II veterans Sta� Sgt. Sollie 
Mitchell, 100, and Sgt. Robert Hall, 94, as well as George Clawson, 72, a Vietnam 
War veteran, and Dr. Henry Moreland, 84, a veteran of the Korean War.

Fishweir Creek restoration project moves 
into next phase with partnership agreement

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

In a few years, residents along Fishweir 
Creek may have an opportunity to 
swim with a manatee – that is if they 
aren’t concerned about the gators.

Big Fishweir Creek is classi�ed by 
the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection as a Florida Class III 
Waterbody, meaning it should be 
swimmable and �shable, according to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE). But the creek, which meanders 
from the St. Johns River in Avondale 
then heads west toward Roosevelt 
Boulevard, has not been easily navigable 
for over a decade, maybe two. 

�at will change soon now that the 
Corps’ Jacksonville District Commander, 
Col. Jason Kirk, has signed a project 
partnership agreement with the City 
of Jacksonville for the Big Fishweir 
Creek Aquatic Restoration project. 
With the signed agreement, the aquatic 
restoration project now moves into 
the design and permitting phase, which 
should be complete in about a year. 
Actual project construction is subject 
to future federal and non-federal ap-
propriations, but the Corps estimates 
the team will be ready to advertise a 
construction contract in July 2019, 
barring any unforeseen issues.   

Due to urbanization, including en-
croachment along the banks of the creek, 
sediments transported by storm events 
have covered the natural creek bottom, 
causing a degradation of the natural 
habitat of the creek and its banks.

Army Corps of Engineers 
planning public meeting 
in August

Kathy Spencer with 
her 13-week-old West 
Highland Terrier, 
Mazzie, was one of six 
precious pooches to 
compete in the annual 
Arf Barket costume 
contest at Riverside 
Arts Market May 27.

All smiles, 
Gabrielle Sellers 

perches on the 
lap of Disney 

princess Ariel at 
the 5th annual 

Dream Day.

READ MORE, PAGE 47

Arf Barket –  
It’s for the dogs

Kids’ dreams  
do come true

Front, Sollie Mitchell, Robert Hall, George Clawson and Dr. Henry Moreland; back: 
Nancy Ware, Terry Laws, Betty Hayes and Laura Bryan

VETERANS FROM THREE WARS   
JOIN LOCAL WOMEN’S CLUB IN

Tom Coughlin 
and Dan Hicken

PHOTO BY MIKE WEBSTER

A personal pursuit:
Restoring landmarks

It takes leadership and staying power to get big 
projects o� the ground. Steve Atkins has been at it for 
three mayoral administrations, and he’s beginning to 

make signi�cant strides.
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Letter 
TO THE 

Editor
Great job!

I just finished reading the 
May edition of The Resident. I 

can no longer read the 
newspaper without a pen and 

pad of Post-its. I make notes to 
contact people, congratulate 

friends, and put events on my 
calendar. I cut out articles for 

my folders because the content 
is so relevant to our 

neighborhood and my life.
I continue to be impressed 

with the important role that 
The Resident plays in our 

community. Great job! Great 
job! Thanks!

Pamela Telis
Avondale

Education is key when deciding which 
candidates to vote for. While political adver-
tising puts the candidates’ names and faces 
in front of voters, the unending flood of 
television commercials and billboards can 
often lead to confusion. 

If you’re currently undecided about those 
who are running for county, district, state and 

federal offices, as well as circuit and county 
court judges, begin by visiting duvalelections.
com to find who has filed, view their finance 
reports and other information.  

To vote in the primary election, Tuesday, 
August 28, you must have registered to vote by 
July 30. Early voting will be held August 13-26. 
To vote in the general election, you must register 

no later than Oct. 9. �e general election will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 6.

You may register at the Duval County Supervisor 
of Elections O�ce, 105 E. Monroe St., Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. or Saturday-Sunday, 8 a.m. 

– 4 p.m. You may also register at public libraries and 
at the Duval County Tax Collector’s O�ce at 231 
E. Forsyth St., Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Motorists concerned about the condition 
of the bridge on Lakeside Drive at Wabash 
Street near VyStar Credit Union have longer 
to wait until it’s replaced. 

Two Public Works projects on Lakeside 
Drive behind the Roosevelt Square Mall 
have been combined to be re-bid in the 
same bid package. �e Lakeside Drive Bridge 
plans and speci�cations are currently being 
revised by a City engineering consultant to 
include the sidewalks along Lakeside Drive 
in the same bid package, according to Tia 
Ford, City of Jacksonville spokesperson. 

The bridge replacement project has been 
on the City’s radar since 2013. Funding 
was first approved by the Jacksonville City 
Council in May 2015 for $700,000 to replace 
the existing 58-year-old bridge with a 
precast box culvert and to realign the 
roadway to provide a safer travel path by 
decreasing the turning radius and lowering 
the elevation. It will also improve drainage 
at the intersection with Wabash Avenue, 
and correct curbing deficiencies.

A project to �ll in gaps along sidewalks 
on Lakeside Drive from Herschel Street 

south to Wabash Avenue was put into the 
2017 Capital Improvement Plan but is now 
part of the bridge replacement project. 
Currently, sidewalks run alternately on both 
sides of Lakeside Drive, with gaps between 
where the sidewalk ends on the east side 
then begins on the west side of the local 
road. �e project is intended to �ll in the 
gaps on the both sides of Lakeside Drive, 
extending the sidewalk the entire way from 
Herschel Street to Roosevelt Boulevard if 
funding allows, Ford said.

Sidewalk woes

Sidewalk repairs, or the lack thereof, is 
causing one Riverside homeowner a bit of 

grief and personal injury. A longtime home-
owner has been �ghting for repairs since 2005.

Angel Corrales has been trying to get 
the sidewalk in front of his elderly mother’s 
Park Street home repaired for the past 13 
years. She lives across the street from West 
Riverside Elementary School and earlier 
this year tripped on the sidewalk, hit her 
head, broke her glasses and suffered bruises. 

“She had to pay $300 she didn’t have for 
new glasses,” said Corrales. “She was afraid 
to come out of her house for the next two 
to three weeks, afraid of falling again.”

Corrales said he had taken it upon himself 
several years ago to �nd matching hexagonal 
pavers and began to replace the sidewalk 
himself, but a city inspector put a halt to 
his e�orts, stating Corrales would need to 
apply for a Certi�cate of Appropriateness.

Five years ago, after a new neighbor 
moved in and lodged a complaint with the 
City about the sidewalk, Public Works 
marked the sidewalk for repairs, but they 
were never made. After Corrales’ mother 
suffered her recent trip and fall, he contacted 
District 14 Councilman Jim Love’s office, 
which reported that the repair was in the 
current fiscal year budget and it should be 
completed by the end of September.

The Lakeside Drive bridge was ranked �fth 
among “most traveled bridges in need of repair” 
in Northeast Florida, according to a report 
from the Florida Department of Transportation.

City combines bids on Lakeside Drive bridge, sidewalk projects

Casting 
your vote an 
important 
privilege

JAMES L.  
SCHUMACHER, D.M.D.

(904) 388-3559
WWW.FIRSTCOASTSMILES.COM

4201 ROOSEVELT BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210
@SchumacherDentalCenter

Your  Ne ighborhood  Dent i s t  S ince  1995

New patients scheduled in JULY for a complete  
exam, images and cleaning will be eligible for  
a complimentary 20 minute whitening.

 Excellence Through Experience!  
Implants  •  Crowns  •  Veneers

Celebrate Summer!
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ASK ABOUT OUR  
SOLUTIONS TO BEAT  
THE SUMMER HEAT,  

COOL OFF WITH US TODAY!

S K I P  T H E  L I N E  O R D E R  O N L I N E

FROZEN 
OR ICED, 
IT’S COOLER 
RIGHT NOW AT 
COOL MOOSE.

Emergency
Heating and Air Conditioning

904-376-5013  |  www.emergencyhvacjax.com

“Your Neighborhood Service Company”

Emergency
Heating and Air Conditioning

904-376-5013  |  www.emergencyhvacjax.com

CAC1817802



We are members of Leverage Global Partners, an international network of carefully vetted independent real estate 
brokerages in 150 markets worldwide. We can help you and your friends and family buy and sell real estate anywhere 
on the planet, secure in the knowledge that we are trusting our customers to the best professionals in the world.

(904) 388-0000
(800) 886-6160 

FredMillerGroup.com

REDUCED ORTEGA FOREST RIVERFRONT CONDO WATERFRONT

3030 LAKE SHORE BLVD - $925,000
$10K Buyer closing cost incentive! 
Waterfront entertainer’s dream - 

don’t let this one get away!

4617 ORTEGA FOREST DR - $549,000
Amazing kitchen + master bath 

remodel, open �oorplan, bonus room 
w/ full bath

1596 LANCASTER TERR #4B
$599,000

Stunning views! Luxurious 3/2.5, 
2365sf, 2 assigned parking spaces

4730 PRINCE EDWARD RD - $1,250,000
Gorgeous 2-story 4/4.5, 4847sf, 

saltwater pool, two 2-car garages, 
guest house, dock and lift

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

F R E D M I L L E R G R O U P . C O M

75' ON THE OCEAN AVONDALE BUNGALOW CUTE CAPE COD

2829 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD - $775,000
Charming beach cottage, 

new sea wall in 2016, 3/2 with great 
rental history

1615 TALBOT AVE - $299,000
Cute 3/2 

with 1-car garage 
in the heart of Avondale! 

4022 ORTEGA BLVD - $379,900
3/2.5, 2650sf, precious Cape Cod 
close to schools, open kitchen, 

family room, great backyard
TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

1-BR CONDO

4242 ORTEGA BLVD #24 - $99,900
1/1 upstairs unit 

with updated kitchen and bath. 
Quiet, shaded location

UNDER CONTRACT FAIRFAX MANOR

4614 ARLON LN  - $635,000
Fantastic 4/2.5, 3400sf, backyard 
oasis with designer pool and spa, 

Stockton School!

1754 MAYVIEW ROAD - $439,000
Immaculate 4/4 with separate guest 

suite, 2720sf, huge kitchen, great 
family room

SOLD IN 1 DAY!

4981 ORTEGA BLVD
Renovated 3/3 with split 

bedrooms, huge family room, 
and great backyard!

UNDER CONTRACT

4531 SUSSEX AVE #2 - $219,000
3/3, 1761sf waterfront townhome, 

new �oors, HVAC and fridge, 
great views!

SUSAN DONNELL
(904) 994-6677

ELIZABETH MEUX
(904) 704-1576

ORTEGA FOREST ORTEGA TERRACE OAKLEAF PLANTATION SCREENED POOL

4321 SHERWOOD RD - $349,900
Picture-perfect 3/2 in Stockton School 

district, updated kitchen, big family 
room opens to great backyard

4936 APACHE AVE - $825,000
Charming cottage style home 
4/3.5 + bonus/5th BR, 4074sf, 

fully renovated!

600 CHESTWOOD CHASE DR - $349,000
Renovated 5/3, 3634sf, 

2 bonus rooms, luxe master suite, 
lakefront lot

4553 VERONA AVE- $419,000
4/3, 2317sf, 

great space in this 
Ortega Forest split level

ELLEN GOULD
(904) 716-9106

NANCY MCFAULS
(904) 449-8698

WATERFRONT

4904 PRINCE EDWARD RD - $830,000
Brick ranch on protected 

Ortega Forest canal, 5/3, 3193sf, 
pool and playroom

HISTORIC BUNGALOWCOUNTRY ESTATE ORTEGA CLASSIC

1233 INGLESIDE AVE - $249,999
Amazing, updated 4/2, 

2462sf, 
must see!

6055 WAR ADMIRAL - $819,000
Bring your horses! 5/3.5, 4888sf with 

50-foot pool, horse paddock, backs up 
to Jennings State Forest

4751 ALGONQUIN AVE - $699,000
Classic brick 2-story in the Terrace, 

4/4, 3733sf, great spaces, 
2-car garage

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

FROM OUR 
PROUDLY INDEPENDENT

REALTORS®!
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Spurred by a fatal accident in early 
March outside their Herschel Street 
business, staff at Soluna Yoga+Spa started 
a petition to make the heavily traveled 
state road safer for pedestrians by having 
crosswalks installed.

A motorcyclist traveling south on Herschel 
Street March 4 had collided with an SUV 
attempting to turn le� (northbound) from 
Beverly Avenue, which is approximately 
250 feet south of Soluna. 

Subsequently, a group of concerned 
business owners and residents felt there 
was a need for a crosswalk on Herschel 
between Melrose and Beverly Avenues, and 
at least one additional crosswalk is needed 
further down Herschel, possibly between 
Irvington and Marquette, to cover the entire 
shopping district. 

�e group began a petition and collected 
465 signatures, which they turned over to the 
Florida Department of Transportation following 
an April 25 meeting with FDOT represen-
tative Tom Cavin, District 14 Councilman 
Jim Love, and Riverside Avondale Preservation 
Board Chair Nancy Powell and Jack Shad, 
RAP Transportation Committee Chair.

At the meeting, discussion included 
possible installation of a “bulb-out” at 
Herschel and Beverly Avenue, which could 
take three to fourth months. A bulb-out is 
a curb extension of the sidewalk into a 
parking lane to provide additional pedestrian 
space at key intersections. 

Following the meeting, the Jacksonville 
Sheri� ’s O�ce installed a dynamic speed 
feedback sign northbound on Herschel at 
Melrose to alert motorists to their speed in 
the 30-mph zone. 

While the JSO speed indicator was in play, 
FDOT conducted a three-day study of 
pedestrian and bicyclist counts from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., May 10-12. �ree cameras were 
set up in the approximately 310-foot distance 
between Beverly and Melrose Avenues. 

During the study, FDOT counted 130 
pedestrians and three cyclists on �ursday, 
May 10, as well as 206 pedestrians and four 
cyclists on Friday, May 11, and 155 pedes-
trians and �ve cyclists on Saturday, May 12. 

�e report released May 25 noted the 
study area has an annual average daily tra�c 
�ow of 10,500 vehicles with a maximum 
hourly volume of nearly 730 vehicles during 
the pedestrian peak hour of 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
�e report also stated the nearest signalized 
intersection – at St. John’s Avenue – was 
approximately 500 feet north of the inter-
section at Melrose Avenue.

“We have completed our midblock crossing 
study at SR 211 (Herschel Street) between 
Beverly Avenue and Melrose Avenue. Based 
on the results of our study, some improve-
ments are recommended in the area, including 
the installation of a marked crosswalk with 
a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 
(RRFB),” said Abimael Collazo-Vargas, P.E., 
Florida Department of Transportation 
Traffic Services Engineer, in an email. “We 
will recommend these improvements to 
be adopted as part of our work program. 
This process will take some time until the 
final product is completed.” 

The recommendation indicated the 
crosswalk should be located as close to 
the existing crossing patterns as possible 

– near the restaurant Chomp Chomp – and 
a conceptual layout noted six diagonal 
parking spaces on the east side of Herschel 
and two parallel spaces on the west side 
will be affected.

Tra�c study supports need for crosswalk on Herschel Street

�e crosswalk and beacon installation 
will be bittersweet for Soluna Yoga+Spa, 
which plans to relocate the business this 
fall to 2105 Park St. in 5 Points. “I’m just 
glad something is going to happen for the 
neighborhood, it’s been a long time coming,” 
said Sonya Hanlin, manager at Soluna.

Nine years ago, a man was struck and 
killed crossing the street a�er picking up 
takeout from a former pizza place where 
Chomp Chomp is now located. In the in-
tervening years, from 2013 to 2017, eight 
crashes – none of which involved pedestrians 
or bicyclists – were reported in the area, 
according to the study, which was conducted 
by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.

To read the report in its entirety, go to 
residentnews.net and search for crosswalk. 

While the Florida Department of Transportation was conducting a tra�c study along Herschel 
Street in May, the Jacksonville Sheri�’s O�ce installed a monitor to alert motorists to their speed.

Conceptual layout of a crosswalk and 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons on 
Herschel Street near Beverly Avenue.

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell
904.280.0486 office direct
elizabeth@elizabethhudgins.com
www.elizabethhudgins.com

“From Cottages to Castles”

Magnificent Mediterranean Style Home
Boasts elegant features and upgrades throughout. Once you reach the
custom made front door, you and your guests will be greeted by the 
splendor of thissplendor of this exquisite home.  exquisite home. $1,325,000 | 1,000 | 1855 EPPING FOREST

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® 

Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

live your life , love your hair

2534 OAK Street
seekhairpeace.com

Bruce Musser  |  Owner + Stylist

live your life ,live your life ,live your life  love your hair

2534 OAK Street
seekhairpeace.com

Bruce Musser  |  Owner + Stylist
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TOY & DONATION DRIVE

ChristmasJuly.com 

At Wolfson Children’s Hospital, toys and games have a huge impact on the 

healing process, helping kids feel at home and comforting them during 

procedures and treatments. Please help us restock! You can bring a smile to 

a sick child by being a part of our 7th annual Toy & Donation Drive. To help, 

please leave gifts in our toy bins at Jersey Mike’s Subs this July or give online 

at ChristmasJuly.com.

GIVE A TOY. 
 FEEL THE JOY.
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Ortega Forest resident Carolyn Snowden 
has a quarrel with the City of Jacksonville 
and the Jacksonville Energy Authority 
(JEA) over a swampy right-of-way in 
front of her home on Homestead Road. 
Snowden and her family have lived in 
the home for 10 years, and she says, 

“Enough is enough.”
Many of the houses on Homestead Road, 

Westfield Road, Water Oak Lane, and 
Verona Avenue in the Westfield area of 
Ortega Forest were built in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s. An aerial view of the 
community clearly shows a ditch running 
parallel to Homestead Road about eight 
feet from the street.

“We have leeches – it’s disgusting – and 
snakes,” said Snowden.

The issue seems to be an incomplete 
drainage system where some driveways 
have the required 8-inch drain pipe running 
under the driveway, said Snowden. “Ours 
does not. JEA is supposed to fix that. I 
gave up fighting it years ago, and now my 
current neighbors, all with small kids, are 
wanting to fight it again.”

Tiffany Post, who lives on Verona in the 
same subdivision, has what she describes 
as “the worst problem of all. The water 
main is exposed in our ditch. I’ve been 
trying to get the City to fill in my ditch 
for over three years. They have shaved off 
roots on an oak tree to widen the other 
side of the ditch.  Also, word is before I 
lived in the house, someone actually crashed 
their car into the huge ditch in front of 
my house,” she said. “And that was before 
it was widened and deepened. My mother 

Post-war Ortega Forest community �ghting drainage issues

Many driveways in Ortega Forest’s West�eld area contend with �ooding after every rainfall.

is afraid to back out of my driveway for 
fear of driving into the ditch.”

Post first notified the City about the 
standing water in the ditch after she moved 
in four years ago. She said their solution 
was to dig the ditch deeper and wider, 
resulting in a 3- to 4-foot deep ditch nearly 
6-feet wide. Her next call resulted in city 
workers shaving the roots of a huge live 
oak tree that grows beside the ditch, to 
make more room in the ditch. After another 
call, city workers brought out a high-pow-
ered hose to blow through the culvert 
under Post’s driveway. The last time she 
called about standing water, she said the 
same city workers told her the problem 
wasn’t the culvert, but that the ditch was 
too deep and too wide.

“JEA said their hands were tied until the 
water main breaks,” said Post. “And it wasn’t 
a matter of ‘if,’ but ‘when.’”

Post said she grew up in Ortega Forest 
and moved back there from Murray Hill 
to start a family but was very concerned 
last year when the Zika virus was so 
prevalent. She said the City will spray for 
mosquitoes, but “until something happens, 
nothing will change.” 

Because it takes so long for standing 
water to drain after a storm, the ditch is 
quickly overcome by weeds. They are not 
allowed, by law, to spray weed killer, and 
she’s afraid to get in the ditch with a weed 
whacker because of snakes. She said she’s 
also afraid of neighborhood children ac-
cidentally falling into the ditch, drowning, 
or being bitten by a snake.

In late April, Snowden entered an issue 
with 630-CITY, indicating she was told 
by employees of the City’s Right of Way 
and Stormwater Maintenance Division 

she needed to cite medical reasons to have 
immediate action taken. She provided a 
note from her 9-year-old daughter’s 
physician, which stated “She has seasonal 
allergies and sensitive allergic skin, which 
are exacerbated by bug spray and mold 
and pollen, all of which are exacerbated 
by standing water. Every accommodation 
should be made.”

Three days later, Snowden was notified 
the drainage issue “is more than a main-
tenance issue” and that it was turned over 
to the Public Works Engineering Division, 
which is set to perform a complete drainage 
study for the area. “This will allow a 
comprehensive plan to be developed to 
address these issues within the neighbor-
hood. Timeline is to be determined,” said 
Tia Ford, City of Jacksonville public infor-
mation officer, in an email to The Resident. 

While Snowden does not know if the 
drainage issues go back as far as six or seven 
decades, she said they have been ongoing 
since she and her family moved there in 
2008. “We have a very young street, and our 
yard is the one they all play in because of 
our shady tree,” she said. 

Snowden said nearby John Stockton 
Elementary School is why so many families 
buy into the area but, in addition to the 
drainage issue, there is another challenge 
to overcome.

“Our West�eld area is a great price point, 
but try selling your home with it being on 
septic – not so easy. We don’t want to sell, 
but it would be nice to ‘get with the times’ 
and get o� septic,” she said, adding they 
have twice replaced the septic tank and also 
created a large mound in the backyard to 
combat the drainage situation.

Located in Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552 
(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

I’m y�r 
REALTOR®

Welcome Home.

904-229-6251 | Catherine.Beaver77@gmail.com
Jacksonvilleareahomesforsale.com

Catherine Beaver 
REALTOR®

Rebuild, repair or create the 
dock of your dreams. If you’re 
seeking a quality job that’s 
executed properly — on time 
and without delay. DOCKS

DECKS
BULKHEADS
BOAT LIFTS
BOAT HOUSES 
AND MORE…

LICENSED &
INSURED

904.509.3377
legacyofjacksonville@gmail.com

Call for an estimate today!

JACK BAMPING
Owner / Operator
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651.6676

RYAN NIX
Director of Market Development
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To start a rewarding career in 
Real Estate, please call me!
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Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving” are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
LLC.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network is offered by USAA Relocation Services, Inc., a licensed real estate broker and subsidiary of USAA Federal Savings Bank. Program may be unavailable for employer-sponsored relocations. Not 
available for transactions in Iowa or outside the US. This is not a solicitation if you are already represented by a real estate broker. Obtaining a mortgage from USAA Bank is optional, not required to utilize the USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network, and can be acquired from other sources. Use 
of the term “member” does not convey any legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates.

ANNE 
RAIN 

472.9809

TONY 
CARIBALTES

536.5779

SETH 
KIMBALL
270.0210

CINDY 
COREY

673.6740

JESSE 
RAIN

536.3081

SHERRY  
FAIRCLOTH 

463.7649

DULCE  
LAKE 

589.7057

ERICA 
DAVIS

219.0954

ROBERT
VAN CLEVE

535.4420

KEITH  
SOWIN

314.4324

SHARON
FRIEDES
501.6558

DANIELLE
WRIGHT
534.1017

SHIRLEY
SINGLETON

536-7916

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DRIVE
6/5, 7,341 square feet

LISTED BY WADE GRIFFIN
$1,825,000

2117 RIVER BOULEVARD
10/5, 6,077 square feet

LISTED BY CINDY COREY
$1,100,000

1334 SUNSET VIEW LANE
4/3, 3,463 square feet

LISTED BY ANNE RAIN
$795,000

4227 ROBIN HOOD ROAD
5/3, 3,319 square feet

LISTED BY CATHERINE TAPPOUNI
$490,000

22863 LYDIA STREET
5/3, 2,868 square feet

LISTED BY CINDY COREY
$480,000

2646 FORBES STREET
3/2, 1,796 square feet

LISTED BY CINDY COREY
$390,000

2878 REMINGTON STREET
3/2, 1,369 square feet

LISTED BY TONY CARIBALTES
$315,000

2917 YALE AVENUE
3/2, 1,518 square feet

LISTED BY ANNE RAIN
$299,900

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED L ISTINGS

CATHERINE
TAPPOUNI
778-6716

TOP
PRODUCER

TOP
LISTING 
AGENT

TRIPP 
NEWSOM
234.6117

2779 SOUTHWOOD LANE
5/4, 3,282 square feet

LISTED BY ANNE RAIN
$695,000

6740 EPPING FOREST WAY UNIT 101
3/3, 2,854 square feet

LISTED BY CATHERINE TAPPOUNI
$675,000

3333 RIVERSIDE AVENUE
4/2, 3,124 square feet

LISTED BY WADE GRIFFIN
$675,000

1288 AZALEA DR
2/1, 1,566 square feet

LISTED BY TRIPP NEWSOM
$229,000

WADE 
GRIFFIN
534.0969

CHRISTIE 
RADNEY 
962.3049

WENDI 
MILLER

993-9381

TIM 
MILLER

382-7376

CURTIS 
WILLIS III 
505-0506

MARIEL 
BENN

703-473-8082

Please Join us for a Home Ownership Forum
Saturday, July 21st at 10:30AM at 3610 St Johns Avenue

Hosted by Realtor Seth Kimball and Allen Lewis of TIAA Bank
FIRST TIME HOMEOWNERS  I  UPSIZING AND DOWNSIZING  I  INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE  I  1031 EXCHANGES, IRA, 401K
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

When Hurricane Irma �ooded Janice 
Young’s 99-year-old St. Johns Quarter home 
last fall, causing her to retreat to the second 
�oor, it was a scary experience she never 
wants to occur again. “It stopped my business, 
it stopped my life,” she said. “Is it going 
happen again? I want the city to do its part 
and I want the Corps to do a lot more than 
it is doing now.”

During the �rst of four townhall meetings 
held at Sun-Ray Cinema in 5 Points June 
21, panelist Dr. Quinton White said there 
are a number of things that can be done to 
mitigate �ooding in the St. Johns River, “but 
City Council doesn’t want to do that because 
that’s money and you don’t want to do it 
because it will increase your taxes,” he said, 
referring to increasing street sweeping to 
prevent debris from getting to the river.

�e standing-room-only event, “River 
Uprising,” hosted by the St. Johns Riverkeeper, 
was billed as taking a “deep dive into issues 
a�ecting our community at the start of 
hurricane season,” and panelists discussed 
the impact of rising seas, earlier St. Johns 
River dredging projects, and the dredging 
currently underway.

Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman moderated a 
discussion with White, executive director 
of Jacksonville University’s Marine Science 
Research Institute, and Florida Times-Union 
reporter Nate Monroe who, with reporter 
Christopher Hong, wrote a special report, 

“As the Ocean Creeps In” about how decades 
of channelizing and dredging the river has 
le� Jacksonville more susceptible to severe 
storms, �ood events, and rising waters.

A�er 30 minutes of tossing questions to 
White and Monroe, Rinaman opened the 
�oor to the audience, whose concerns ranged 
from environmental mitigation, to increased 
�ooding from the dredging, erosion, the 
impact on �sheries, and more.

In regard to mitigating the e�ects on the 
St. Johns River and its tributaries by the nearly 
$700 million Jacksonville harbor deepening 
project, White said there were a number of 
things – in addition to street sweeping – that 
could be done, such as remove or breach the 
Ocklawaha River dam to increase the �ow, 
and do eco-restoration on tributaries, such 
as the Fishweir Creek project.

Rinaman said early on in the harbor 
deepening project there was $80 million 
earmarked for mitigation projects, but as 
the Riverkeeper was trying to negotiate a 

“tactical menu of options,” the Army Corps 
of Engineers gutted the line item to less 
than $3 million. “Because the City does not 

Townhall meeting raises dredging, high water concerns
have all of the money it needs from the 
Federal government for dredging, this is a 
good time for some mitigation,” said Monroe. 

“Attach that money to the big Federal project 
because once that opportunity goes away 
you’re le� trying to pursue eco-restoration 
projects piecemeal.”

White and Monroe also tackled questions 
about the increase in �ooding as a result of 
the Jacksonville Port Authority (JaxPort) 
project to deepen the channel from 40 to 
47 feet to allow larger container ships to 
come to Jacksonville. 

Equating the channel to a hole, White 
said “�e St. Johns River used to have a 
hole at the mouth that over time we have 
gradually increased from the size of a straw 
to a garden hose to a �rehose to a storm 
drain, and that amount of water now comes 
into the river. It’s pure capacity.

“Coupled with allowing our tributaries to 
silt in, there’s no place for that water to go 
and it’s going to push up and into the wetlands,” 
said White. “We’ve gradually changed the 
ecosystem and watched the salinity level 
move further and further upstream. Now 
when it rains a lot and we get the sudden 
surges, the plants and animals that live in 
those environments can’t take that stress.”

Monroe added, “�e river has been turned 
into a much more e�cient carrier of water. 
Deepening makes the bottom of the river a 
uniform depth and that makes it smoother. 
And straightening the river shortened the 
distance waves have to move before they 
reach downtown.” 

Toward the end of the meeting, Dave 
Bruderly, an engineer who has worked in 
dredging and storm water runo� for 51 years 
and who also has a background in merchant 

shipping, said the decisionmakers have not 
done their due diligence with respect to the 
economic justi�cation for the project. 

“It is based on obsolete technology,” he 
said. “�e ships they want to bring to this 
port are not going to come to this port. �e 
ships being launched in China and South 
Korea are dra�ing more than 47 feet, even 
55 feet. �ey will not come to Jacksonville 
unless they are half empty.”

Bruderly challenged city leaders to perform 
honest, transparent due diligence on what 
they are proposing to do. “Everybody assumes 
that what the Corps of Engineers has done 
is a thorough vetting. What everybody has 
ignored is the fact the Corps only reviews 
the project proposed by JaxPort. �ey are 
not in the business of comparing our economic 
business model with Savannah or Charleston. 
�ey have not done a regional maritime 
transportation analysis,” said Bruderly. “We 
are building dredging projects to nowhere.”

As for the Corps, when the panel was asked 
if it “really was the guilty party,” White said, 

“As a community we asked them to do this.”  
Monroe agreed. “�e Corps did not do 

this to us. We asked them to dredge the 
river. �e Corps would not be dredging the 
river were it not for the appetite by the City 
to get it done.”

Local voices ask questions, 
share opinions

“The St. Johns River used to 
have a hole at the mouth that 
over time we have gradually 
increased from the size of a 
straw to a garden hose to a 

�rehose to a storm drain... it’s 
pure capacity.” 

– Dr. Quinton White,  
Marine Research Science Institute

Last Riverkeeper  
townhall meeting

Wednesday, July 11, 6-7:30 p.m.
Intuition Ale Works, 929 E. Bay Street

Share your thoughts on the issues 
raised by the Riverkeeper.  

Email editor@residentnews.net.

Doors and More Refinishing
If Your Wood is Boring, Try Restoring

(904) 334-5177  |  doorsandmorerefinishing@gmail.com

DOORS, PERGOLAS, FENCES, GATES, DECKS, BOATS, AND MORE!

For a quick quote, simply text or email us a photo of your door. 
We will provide an estimate you can’t pass up.

Locally Owned and Operated

ASIDE FROM YOUR WELCOME MAT  
YOUR FRONT DOOR IS  

YOUR BEST FIRST IMPRESSION!

Weekly Schedule

WWW.RESURRECTIONJAX.COM

Saturday Men’s Breakfast
Begins at 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Service
Begins at 9:00 a.m.

Healing and Prayer Service 
Wednesday, July 11th at 6:30 p.m.

4406 Longfellow Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210

904-480-7057

IN THE BUSY WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE, 
EVERYONE NEEDS A PLACE OF PEACE AND QUIET.

Join us for prayer and quiet time from the busy world out there. 
You’ll maybe even “LIKE” us for it later! 

NOW IN THE MORNING, HAVING RISEN A LONG 
WHILE BEFORE DAYLIGHT, HE WENT OUT AND 
DEPARTED TO A SOLITARY PLACE; AND THERE 
HE PRAYED.

Join us at 
The Fellowship Tent 

after service

ResurrectionJax

— Mark 1:35



SOPHISTICATED LIVING

AVONDALE—ORTEGA
904.387.3555

4194 San Juan Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210

WatsonRealtyCorp.com
LuxuryPortfolio.com

Watson Realty Corp. and Luxury Portfolio: 
A Network of Fine Property Experts

You expect excellence in all things. The sale of your property should be no different.

A home such as yours requires a tailored approach to pricing, marketing and negotiation. 
Watson Realty Corp. represents a level of expertise that gives you the confi dence that comes from 

working with the very best.  As a member of Luxury Portfolio, the luxury division of 
Leading Real Estate Companies of the World ®, we are connected to the very best 

independent property brokerages in cities around the globe. 

Call your local Watson Realty Corp. offi ce 
today to reach a luxury real estate expert.
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How �tting that just two days before 
World Refugee Day, the British automobile 
brand Bentley Motors announced it would 
bring its handcra�ed luxury vehicles to 
Northeast Florida through Bentley Jacksonville, 
a dealership formed by a Cuban refugee.

Mario Murgado, president and CEO of 
Miami-based Brickell Motors, was just four 
years old when he came to America as a 
Cuban exile in 1966. Fi�y-two years later, 
Murgado was part of a group gathering at 
the Prime Osborn III Convention Center 
June 18 to announce he would bring the 
Bentley franchise to Jacksonville.

“�is should be an honor for Jacksonville. 
I’ve looked at this market for a long time. 
It’s Florida’s First Coast and it’s had the 
chance to really grow – sometimes it has 
and sometimes it hasn’t – but it has an 
opportunity right now,” said Murgado. 

Murgado and Bentley Motors President/
CEO Mark Del Rosso were joined at an 

unveiling event by Jacksonville city officials, 
including Mayor Lenny Curry and District 
11 Councilman Danny Becton, alongside 
business and community leaders who 
gathered to welcome Bentley Jacksonville.

“I am delighted to join fellow community 
and business leaders in welcoming Bentley 
Motors to Jacksonville,” said Curry. “As mayor, 
I am committed to supporting the vitality 
of our city, and am very pleased to position 
Jacksonville alongside Bentley’s prestigious 
car brand. Bentley’s presence certainly adds 
momentum to our growing economy.”

 The full-service dealership will be 
located on Bonneval Road, which is ac-
cessible from Philips Highway and J. 
Turner Butler Boulevard, and is expected 
to open showroom doors in 2019.

“�e location provides the opportunity 
to grab the attention of thousands of visitors 
and travelers, and to serve its current and 
future customers,” said Becton. 

International luxury auto brand 
to open location in Jacksonville

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

With more than 30,000 railroad crossings 
on 21,000 miles of tracks to manage in the 
United States – including 235 crossings in 
Duval County – the CSX tie teams are kept 
busy 24/7.

Unless there are incidents that may 
require immediate attention at a railroad 
crossing, maintenance is done on a cycle, 
according to a CSX spokesperson. �is 
past year, the tie teams worked on crossings 
along Roosevelt Boulevard/U.S. 17 from 
San Juan Avenue down to Orange Park.

More recently, two crossings near the 
Rail Yard District were repaired, to the 
relief of motorists who regularly cross the 
tracks at King Street and Stockton Street 
south of Beaver Street. “�ey were terrible 
forever! It is amazing how this can totally 
improve a day!” gushed one commenter 
on social media.

�anks to the recently formed Rail Yard 
District Business Council, who had advo-
cated with CSX corporate leaders to escalate 
the repairs, the two crossings now smooth 
the way from Riverside to Beaver Street, 
nucleus of the new business district. 

Some crossings are owned by CSX, 
others by municipalities, which may receive 
state funding for repairs. When state 
highways and roadways cross over railroad 
tracks, Florida Department of Transportation 
collaborates with the respective railways 
to maintain and upgrade them for safety 
and efficiency.   

To lodge a complaint about a rough railroad 
crossing, be sure to reference the DOT crossing 
number found on a blue sign near the crossing.

Railroad crossing 
repairs coordinated 
with city, FDOT

In one year the CSX tie team will repair 
speci�c groups of crossings that are due, 
but may skip some to create a better detour, 
said the spokesperson. 

“By grouping the crossings, crew can repair 
a few at a time, usually within 24 to 72 hours, 
then move down the line to the next group,” 
said the representative. “�ere are many 
factors that can delay or skip a crossing 
repair, including materials, crew or weather.”

CSX works closely with FDOT and the 
municipalities to create detours that will 
impact drivers the least amount of time. 
Routine crossing repairs include removing 
asphalt, replacing cross-ties, and re-paving.

Temporary repairs and emergency 
repairs can be done in response to com-
plaints, but all are evaluated, then prioritized. 

“The goal is to respond to every complaint 
about a rough crossing,” said the spokes-
person, who recommended that when 
lodging a complaint, be sure to look for 
the blue sign at the crossing which contains 
a DOT crossing number and then reference 
it in the complaint. 

�e 2019 crossing repair project schedule 
is still tentative, so to report a rough crossing 
or other issue, visit csx.com, then navigate 
to the About Us and the Contact Us page, 
where it will instruct the user to select 

“TellCSX” to complete an online form.
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Bentley of Jacksonville owner Mario Murgado, CEO of Brickell Motors, with Jacksonville Mayor 
Lenny Curry and Mark Del Rosso, president and CEO of Bentley Motors, Inc., stand in front of a 
Bentley Bentayga SUV.

Ackerman has the missing piece. People

I-295 & San Jose Blvd.
904-420-7418

At Ackerman Cancer Center, we know that during your  
journey, finding comfort and reassurance from the people 

around you is an important piece of the puzzle.

“I was cheering for you then, 
and I’m cheering for you now.” 

Hear Their Story AckermanCancerPuzzle.com



Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Taft Alexander
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

Melissa Lewis & Marcia 
Simmons, REALTORS®

(904) 716-1342 / 708-2423

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Nelson Higgins & Shannon 
Mckinnon, REALTORS®

(904) 613-4514 / 686-4312

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

(904) 477-0219

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Laura Wesson
REALTOR®

(305) 331-6518

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

Proven Success With the 

#1 Real Estate Office 
in the Neighborhood

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com  |  (904) 388-5005

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Claire Franson
REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

(904) 614-6949

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS®

(904) 463-1898 / 252-5181

Linda Ohlrich
REALTOR® 

(904) 449-9257

Dylan Rigdon
REALTOR®

(904) 540-7672

Natalie Reese
REALTOR®

(904) 535-7386

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

SOLD

SOLD by Margee Michaelis! Nestled among beautiful 
trees and along the shoreline of Fishweir Creek, sits this 
gorgeous 2 story Spanish Style home, waiting for you 
to make it HOME! From the moment you walk into the 

inviting courtyard, winding your way through the house, 
out to the backyard and down to the water’s edge.

3883 ARDEN ST
4 / 3 / 2,605 sqft.

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

505 LANCASTER ST # 10D 
3 / 2 / 1,835 sqft.

SOLD by Dylan Rigdon! A rare opportunity to own 
a recently renovated high-�oor condo in Park Plaza 

with incredible East, South and Westerly views down 
the widest part of the St. Johns River. High-end 
renovations completed in February/March 2018.

SOLD

1261 RENSSELAER AVE
3 / 2 / 1 / 1,924 sqft.

SOLD by Liz Bobeck! Co�ee or wine on the front 
porch? Kids can hang out in the fenced backyard 
while the grownups are cooking in the gourmet 

kitchen. Ride your bikes to the eateries of Avondale 
or Murray Hill, you are right in the middle of both.

2930 ST. JOHNS AVE
5 / 4 / 1 / 3,831 sqft.

SOLD

SOLD by Joy Walker! Enjoy rare water views & canal 
frontage! Beautifully renovated 1927 brick home with 
2 story renovated detached Guest House---or can be 

used as Home O�ce, or Duplex. Each unit of the Guest 
House is separately metered & each has a living area, 

full bath, and full kitchen, plus newer roof!

SOLD

SOLD by Liz Bobeck and Josh Nugent! Bungalow 
Beautiful in Avondale! Surrounded by equally adorable 

and well kept homes and within easy walking to The 
Shoppes of Avondale. Great �oor plan with wonderful 
�ow. Large well proportioned and purposeful rooms 

with lots of windows gives a real open, bright feeling.

1644 CHALLEN AVE
3 / 2 / 1,564 sqft.

SOLD

SOLD by Jane Slater! WOW! What a �nd in the heart of 
Ortega. Open concept living, updated kitchen, hardwood 

�oors, light �lled rooms, loads of storage, the list just goes 
on.. The beautifully landscaped and fenced backyard is 
perfect for entertaining, BBQs and holiday parties, this 

home is meant for family and friends to Enjoy!

4248 FAIRWAY DR
4/3-2,642 sqft.

SOLD

SOLD by Anita Vining! Move right in to this 
charming Avondale treasure. Totally and beautifully 
renovated with all NEW appliances, cabinetry and 
new appointments. NO trace of storm damage as 

owners completely remediated to perfection.

3888 RICHMOND ST
4 / 4 / 1 / 4,485 sqft.

SOLD

SOLD by Natalie Reese! Amazing home - original 
1920s construction and design with all modern 

updates. New kitchen with granite, updated bath-
rooms with all new �xtures. Beautiful hardwood 
�oors shine throughout. Brand new garage and 

deck add to the outside appeal.

4556 FRENCH ST
3/2-1,531 sqft.

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

SOLD by Marcia Simmons, Melissa Lewis, and Elizabeth 
O’Steen! Look no farther. This home has it all. Built by CF Knight 

only 20 years ago in a convenient and established neigh-
borhood it has a large open �oor plan that boasts gorgeous 
hardwood �oors and a cook’s kitchen with granite counters, 

Stainless steel appliances, wine bar, and room to dine.

4094 TIMUQUANA RD
4 / 3 / 1 / 2,729 sqft.

© 2018 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH A�liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant
(904) 610-3356
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Buying a home?
Contact me to discuss your 

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS# 
75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @ 
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

SOLD

2263 ST JOHNS AVE
4 / 2 / 1 / 4,053 sqft.

SOLD by Elizabeth O’steen and Cece Cummings! 
Ready for a home that you can move right in to and 
not have to update? From the moment you drive up, 
you will be drawn in by the attractive curb appeal of 
this Ortega Forest home. Everything has been done! 

New kitchen, new bathrooms, and HVAC 2016.

SOLD by Zack Williams and Liz Bobeck! Adorable Avon-
dale bungalow with a pool! This beautifully maintained 
home has been entirely updated. The large open kitchen 
is perfect for entertaining and hosting dinner parties. All 
of your friends will want to spend summer days hanging 

out your place with this paradise of a backyard!

SOLD

4672 NOTTINGHAM RD
4 / 2 / 2,453 sqft.

2788 LYDIA ST
3 / 2 / 1,762 sqft.

SOLD

FHA VA and FNEMA Approved. THE JOHN GORRIE a 
condominium was a former Jr. high school until 1997. 
It was used as a supply depot for teachers until 2009 
when it was purchased and a 2 1/2 year restoration 

and conversion to 68 condominium homes was 
completed in 2011.

Location is Everything! This Awesome Avondale 
traditional two-story home is just the right distance 
from The King Street Entertainment District. All the 
walk-ability set amidst an adorable neighborhood 

block consisting of other well kept homes.

This is what Old Florida is all about with 1818 Bayard 
Place. Few cars venture down this dead end street, 

but those that do create a sound of times gone by....
The street is narrow and speaks to the era of when 

Riverside was �rst created.

Historic Charmer in Avondale. Step back in time to this 
Awesome 1898 two story Home. Sit back and relax on 
the covered front porch and reminisce of the days gone 

by. Enter into the front foyer with formal living room 
and �replace.

$535,000

3863 OAK ST 
4 / 3 / 2,461 sqft.

$600,000

1818 BAYARD PL 
3 / 3 / 1 / 2,820 sqft.

$364,000

2770 FORBES ST
4 / 2 / 2,100 sqft.

2525 COLLEGE #1207
1 / 1 / 1,023 sqft.

$220,000

SOLD by Liz Bobeck and Zack Williams! Secluded enclave in 
the heart of 5-Points, relax on the front porch as you enjoy 
the view of the river and feel the breezes. Imagine the par-
ties that will take place in this Riverside gem. Leon Cheek, 
the Maxwell Co�ee magnate, built this home after the great 

�re of 1901 to live in while he built the Cheek mansion.
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By Kate A. Hallock 
Resident Community News

Steve Atkins doesn’t mind giving credit 
where credit is due. 

In fact, the longtime Miramar resident 
is quick to say the success of his latest 
venture – rehabilitating the Barnett National 
Bank Building and the Laura Street Trio 
(Florida National Bank Building, the Bisbee 
Building, and the Florida Life Building) in 
downtown Jacksonville – will have a lot to 
do with his partners in the project: �e 
City of Jacksonville, the Downtown Investment 
Authority (DIA), and Danis Construction.

“Unfortunately, one of the things Jacksonville 
has not done exceptionally well in the past 
is be a very good steward of these types of 
historic properties, which is a key part of 
the fabric that makes downtowns unique,” 
said Atkins, principal and managing director 
of SouthEast Development Group. “I felt 
that was something we could de�nitely 
capitalize on and improve.” 

Preservation of downtown 
landmarks key for developer

A lot of Atkins’ earlier projects were 
green�eld development, but some were 
adaptive, re-use, preservation stu�, he said. 

“�at’s where my passion lies, and I want to 
do that here in our downtown. I’m old 
enough to remember what our downtown 
used to be like. I think I got my �rst suit as 
a little kid at Levy-Wolf downtown. It’s 
important for me, as a resident, to do this.”

�is downtown restoration project is not 
the �rst time Atkins has put his money where 
his mouth is. In 2013, Atkins was awarded 
the Historic Preservation Commission’s 
award for the two-year restoration of the 
1901 Greenleaf & Crosby Clock at the corner 
of Laura and Adams Streets. He donated the 
cost and directed the rebuilding of the clock’s 
infrastructure and its re-installation.

Getting his hands on the four buildings 
was not a quick or easy process. �ere was 
a long period of time where the buildings 
were tied up by equity houses and banks in 
a portfolio with other properties, Atkins 
explained. The other properties were 

eventually sold or auctioned o�, and the 
portfolio dwindled down to the Barnett 
Building and the Laura Street Trio, which 
could not be separated in a sale. 

“It was a protracted e�ort and a lot of 
negotiation had to happen before they were 
willing to make a disposition of the properties 
in a way we could make it work. You have 
to have a willing and able city government 
to work with you. We went through three 
administrations and, fortunately, the current 
administration is business minded and the 
mayor made a commitment early on to 
Downtown. It’s been a great partnership 
working with the City,” he said.

Atkins noted that, during the period of 
acquiring and holding the properties, there 
was an absence, or a vacuum, within city 
government with regards to speci�c down-
town development. “�ere wasn’t a DIA, it 
didn’t have a director, it had no money, so 
that was a real disconnect, a real challenge,” 
he said. “I have to give a lot of credit to 
Aundra Wallace [who was named CEO of 
the DIA in 2013]. He and I have worked 
together for many years on this project. He’s 
a great partner and willing to stick through 
the tough times.” 

When Atkins began seriously looking 
at the project in 2009, the Barnett Building 
had been vacant nearly 10 years, the Laura 
Street Trio since the late 1980s/early 1990s, 
he said. “They had not been serviced well 
and, in many cases, were open to the ele-
ments, so there was a lot of deterioration 
and things have transpired over the years. 

You have to take that into account as you 
address how to rehabilitate them and put 
them back into service,” said Atkins.

Describing himself as detail-oriented, 
with a hands-on approach to his role, 
Atkins is on site every day, but acknowl-
edged “at the same time, I let people around 
me do their job. I feel my role is to empower 
them and support them in the best way I 
can. It makes me an effective developer, 
and them an effective contractor, and that’s 
a win for everybody. That allows us to 
work well together, stay on track, and 
ultimately be successful.

“�e reality is, the developer is only as good 
as their team, and I have to give a lot of credit 
to Danis Construction. �ey have more 
expertise in this �eld than anybody else in 
the local market. �ere is extensive planning 
that goes into these projects before we ever 
mobilize, from safety to execution,” he said.

Danis Construction began interior, 
structural, and window replacement work 
on the 18-story, 156,744-square-foot 
building in late October 2017. The reno-
vation project for the 92-year-old Barnett 
Building at 112 W. Adams St., is ahead of 
schedule, according to Atkins.

“As of today, we’re down from the 18th 
to around the 11th or 12th floor recondi-
tioning and reinstalling windows; we put 
on a new roof, and they are framing as 
they go, so all the apartment floors are 
ready to be dry-walled. It’s moving at a 

Rendering of a proposed 
six-level parking garage with 
retail fronting Laura Street.

CONTINUED ON PAGE  13

The JAX Chamber Board of Governors 
went on hard-hat tour of the Barnett 
Building on March 8, as part of its focus 
this year on downtown development.
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very, very fast pace,” he said in an interview 
early in June. “We’re on a tight schedule, 
very regimented, but are running probably 
30 days ahead of schedule.” 

Bringing tenants to downtown

Atkins expects to turn over space in 
December to the �rst tenant. �e University 
of North Florida – Atkins’ alma mater – 
announced in April it would lease approx-
imately 13,000 square feet of space in the 
Barnett Building for a satellite campus. �e 
UNF Coggin College of Business will occupy 
space on the fourth and ��h �oors of the 
building and is expecting to commence 
classes in January 2019.

Although not o�cially announced, Atkins 
said JPMorgan Chase & Co. will have their 
North Florida headquarters, their largest 
�agship branch, on the �rst �oor of the 
Barnett Building, as will Vagabond Co�ee. 
Atkins is also negotiating with a company 
in health and wellness, in addition to others 
looking for commercial o�ce space. 

When completed, the former Barnett 
Bank building will add 108 studio, one- and 
two-bedroom lo� apartments to the urban 
core. Ranging from 570 to 1,500 square feet, 
the average unit will be about 700 square 
feet, Atkins said.

A 600-space, $11-million parking garage 
also is part of the project and will be built 
on property at 28 W. Forsyth St. next to the 
Laura Street Trio.

Atkins said they will mobilize at the Laura 
Street Trio site this summer, but right now 
Danis is staged and operating on the Trio 
site for the Barnett project. “�ey are also 
ramping up the start of the parking deck, 
so to have three sites mobilized at one time 
is challenging,” he said. “In an urban site, 
people are constantly moving around.” 

�e Barnett Building will be �nished up 
in early spring 2019, with the parking deck 
within a few months a�er that, and the Trio 
will be completed in summer 2020, he said.

The Laura Street Trio will include a 
Marriott, a luxury boutique programmed 
around the historic context of the Bisbee 
Building, and the Florida Life Building, 
Atkins said. �e Florida Life Building, also 
known as the Marble Bank Building. will 
be the site for Bullbriar, a restaurant and 
bar. �e Bisbee Building will also have a 
market, a grocery, on the ground �oor.

Restoring downtown’s glory

In early March, the JAX Chamber toured 
the project at the Barnett Building.

“The Barnett is huge for downtown – both 
with what the project itself brings, but also 
the buzz and momentum created by 
breathing life back into a historic building 
that’s been vacant for decades,” said Debbie 
Buckland, JAX Chamber chair-elect, and 
Jacksonville market president for BB&T. 

“The tour was a great opportunity for 
business leaders to get a sneak peek at the 
renovations inside the Barnett and under-
stand the investment needed to pull off a 
project of this magnitude.”

Atkins agrees. “It’s good for Jacksonville. 
I feel that it’s a privilege to be part of this 

project because it’s important to our city. 
I’m excited about the changes that are 
happening to our downtown collectively,” 
he said.

For Atkins, the most exciting aspect in 
his projects is the construction phase. 

“Seeing it put back together is really fun. 
Projects like this have wrinkles along the 
way – you’re fixing things that are falling 
apart – but I like seeing it come back 
together. It’s a creative process so it’s 
gratifying from the respect it’s seeing 
something that was truly grand at one 
time and very, very special to a lot of 
people, seeing it fall away into a sad state 
of disrepair, then the process of bringing 
it back to life and putting it back together 
to its old glory and seeing it used in a 

whole new way is what’s exciting to me 
and what appeals to me.”

Even while managing this massive project 
which, collectively, will cost around $90 
million, Atkins is already considering what 
lies ahead. 

“I am looking at several other sites 
downtown, a variety of potential projects, 
some office, some mixed-used, heavy 
on the multi-family side,” he shared. 

“There is a tremendous market right now 
in the residential category downtown. 
We have received a tremendous response 
on the Barnett, and we feel like we can 
capitalize on that and create some addi-
tional opportunities. I’m also looking at 
a project in Atlanta and some other 
Jacksonville sites.”

Nearly 1,000 windows were 
reconditioned and reinstalled 

on the top �oors of the Barnett 
Bank Building downtown.

“Unfortunately, one of the things Jacksonville has not done 
exceptionally well in the past is be a very good steward of 
these types of historic properties, which is a key part of the 
fabric that makes downtowns unique... I felt that was 
something we could de�nitely capitalize on and improve.”

— Steve Atkins, managing director of SouthEast Development Group
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Education nonpro�t o�ers 
course to create civic leaders 

in public education
In response to the results of its annual 

Public Education Perceptions Poll, which 
revealed 93.8 percent of Duval parents 
don’t even know who their school board 
representative is, Jacksonville Public 
Education Fund (JPEF) launched Parents 
Who Lead, an initiative that seeks to 
turn Duval’s parents and caregivers into 
civic leaders in public education.

�e Public Education Perceptions poll 
released by JPEF in January revealed 
most respondents, particularly local 
parents, are uncertain about how to get 
involved in public education at the 
decision-making level. �e majority 
(74.6 percent) of Duval parents have 
not attended a school board meeting or 
contacted a school board member (73 
percent). In fact, 93.8 percent of parents 
do not know the name of the board 
representative for their district.

“Family engagement in public edu-
cation is critical. Students with engaged 
parents or caregivers earn higher 
grades, higher test scores and have 
better social and emotional skills,” said 
Trey Csar, JPEF president. “And when 
parents are engaged with public edu-
cation as a whole, that impact creates 
a ripple effect through our district, our 
economy and our city as a whole.”

�e Parents Who Lead curriculum helps 
parents become the leaders they would 
like to be for their children. �e 20-week 
course and civic practice o�ers detailed 
information on how change occurs in 
states and neighborhoods to improve 
outcomes for children. Parents focus on 
their interests in a supportive context and 
collaborative environment.

Applications and more information are
available at jaxpef.org/ParentsWhoLead. 
The deadline to apply is Aug. 3.

Ceremony planned 
for early July
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Jacksonville City Council took unanimous 
action May 22 to rename a local road the 
POW-MIA Memorial Parkway in honor 
of former prisoners of war and the more 
than 82,000 servicemen and women still 
considered missing in action.

New World Avenue, which runs from 
Cecil Field north to Normandy Boulevard, 
will soon see new signage, which will include 
something typically prohibited by the 
government – a hyphen. City Council 
waived a 15-year-old ordinance which 
requires street name changes not include 
hyphenation. Ordinance Code, Section 
745.105 (g) states “A proposed street name 
shall not exceed 30 characters in length, 
including directional and street type infor-
mation, and shall not include special 
characters, hyphenation or abbreviations.”

�e request for the name change was 
initiated earlier in the year by the Cecil 
Field POW-MIA Memorial, Inc., a nonpro�t 
which has recently taken on the task of 
renovating and expanding the memorial. 
�e site is a national park located on 26 
acres in Northeast Florida at the former 
Naval Air Station Cecil Field Master Jet 
Base and now known as Cecil Commerce 
Center. �e shrine was dedicated in 1973 
by the families of POW-MIA pilots and 
servicemembers lost in the Vietnam and 
Desert Storm con�icts.

Cecil Field road renamed for 
prisoners of war, missing in action

Rendering showing new 
wings for the Chapel 

of the High-Speed Pass, 
part of the POW-MIA 

Memorial at Cecil Field.

Renovations include restoration of the 
Chapel of the High-Speed Pass, a mid-century 
modern building. A new roof was put on, 
interior electrical work completed, and 
painting is underway. Angel Corrales, manager 
of American Window Preservation LLC, was 
selected to re�nish four doors on the chapel 
and reseal two of the 26 windows on the 
sides of the chapel. Corrales, who grew up 
in Riverside, has been active in window 
preservation projects for many historic 
properties in the Riverside Avondale area.

“We saw Angel’s passion right away and 
knew he was the right guy for the project,” 
said Michael Cassata, executive director. 
The nonprofit thought it would have to 
replace the windows and had received a 
bid of $50,000 just for the 40-plus windows 
in the gable. “Angel recommended we keep 
the original windows, so we’re excited 
about that,” said Cassata.

Additionally, two sets of wings are being 
constructed by 3D Forge and will be a�xed 
to the chapel’s exterior. �e A-7 Corsair 
Association funded the Aviator Wings and 
the Viking Association funded the Naval 
Flight O�cer Wings.

Dedication of the wings and a road re-
naming ceremony will be held on the steps 
of the chapel Tuesday, July 10, at 9 a.m.

�e chapel at Cecil Commerce Center 
was originally dedicated in 1963, serving 
NAS Cecil Field, and serves as a focal point 
of the nonpro�t’s plans to create a place of 
education, respite and re�ection on the 
sacri�ces of POWs and MIAs.

In addition to donations, Cecil Field 
POW-MIA Memorial, Inc. is o�ering op-
portunities to purchase pews for the chapel, 
as well as brick pavers for the Memorial 
Benefactor Plaza. Details can be found at 
www.powmiamemorial.org.

By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

VyStar Credit Union, whose headquarters are located at 
4949 Blanding Blvd., is in acquisition mode. 

Shortly after purchasing the former Regions Bank 
branch in San Marco for $2.87 million, the 66-year-old 
financial institution may soon cut a check for many 
millions more to buy the SunTrust Tower in downtown 
Jacksonville.  The contract price has not been 
disclosed.

Less than two weeks a�er buying the 3,272-square-foot 
bank building at 1600 Hendricks Ave., VyStar announced 
it intends to make its presence known downtown, renaming 

the building the VyStar Tower a�er the deal closes later 
this month, according to Brian E. Wol�urg, VyStar pres-
ident/CEO, and a Lakewood resident.

In the meantime, the 17th-largest credit union in 
the nation plans to begin moving employees in by the 
end of this year. The purchase of the 29-year-old, 23-
story building at 76 S. Laura St. includes a 600-space 
parking garage. Building improvements within the 
past two years include the lobby and common areas, 
fitness center, conference center, and tenant lounge.

In a press release describing Wol�urg’s meeting with 
employees June 7 to announce the plan, he said, due to a 
variety of factors, the purchase of the SunTrust building was 
the most economical choice, saves the distraction that new 

building construction can bring, and will allow the company 
to scale up or down depending on sta�ng needs.

With 1,400 employees and still growing, VyStar will 
continue to occupy its Westside campus and a call center 
on Fleming Island. Since the credit union will not need 
all 380,000 square feet of space in the downtown building, 
it will evaluate all current tenant leases as they come up 
for renewal. Current tenants include Jacksonville University, 
the law firm of Morgan & Morgan, Tossgreen restaurant, 
and SunTrust.

VyStar, formerly Jax Navy Federal, was founded in 1952 
to serve civil service members, military employees and 
their families. According to the press release, the credit 
union has 610,000 members and over $7.6 billion in assets.

Northeast Florida’s largest credit union on the move
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The Florida softshell turtle has a dark 
brown to olive green shell, a long neck and 
elongated head with a snorkel-like nose, 
and are 6-30 inches in length.

There’s something in the water and 
it’s not good for the health and life of 
the Florida softshell turtle. According 
to the St. Johns Riverkeeper, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) is investigating a 
high mortality rate among softshell 
turtles and a few river cooters.

The FWC received reports in January 
2018 about dead and dying turtles 
throughout the St. Johns River watershed 
and are asking for help from the public. 
Reports of approximately 100 dead or 
dying turtles span several counties and 
include lakes, residential canals and 
private ponds.

At this time the cause of the incidents 
is unknown, but FWC biologists and 
veterinarians, in collaboration with 
the University of Florida, are moni-
toring the situation. Necropsies are 
being done on several turtle carcasses 
to help determine the cause of dead 
turtles found in Putnam, Orange and 
Seminole counties.

The St. Johns Riverkeeper is investi-
gating a possible connection between 
turtle deaths and water quality issues.

“It de�nitely is a red �ag. We want to 
�gure out what’s going on for the sake 
of the turtles, but also make sure there 
is not a larger human health issue to be 
concerned about,” said Lisa Rinaman, St. 
Johns Riverkeeper.

Eighteen of the 26 types of Florida 
turtle species are freshwater turtles, 
including three native species of so�shells: 
the Florida softshell, the Gulf Coast 
smooth so�shell and the Gulf Coast 
spiny so�shell turtle.

The public can help by reporting 
sightings to the St. Johns Riverkeeper 
Advocacy Director, Shannon Blankinship, 
at shannon@stjohnsriverkeeper.org, or 
by contacting FWC’s Fish Kill hotline 
at (800) 636-0511, or submitting a 
report online at MyFWC.com/FishKill. 
In all cases, be sure to include GPS 
coordinates and photos with size ref-
erence, if possible.

Wildlife agencies 
investigating so	shell 

turtle deaths�e project’s goal is to restore a healthy 
aquatic habitat in the Big Fishweir Creek 
ecosystem. �e USACE wants to dredge the 
creek, reusing 32,000 cubic yards of sediment 
for the restoration and re-create a 2.3-acre 
manmade marsh island that de�ned the area 
decades ago. Dredging also will create two 
converging channels and deepen the creek. 

The plan includes removing sediment, 
restoring habitat for manatees and other 
native species, removing exotic vegetation, 
restoring submerged and emergent aquatic 
vegetation, and restoring wetlands. The 
most notable benefit of the plan is the 
restoration of suitable habitat for the 
federally endangered manatee. Re-
establishment of deep stream channels 
will once again allow manatee access and 
assist them in migration.

�e Corps will host a community meeting 
in August to provide an update on the project, 
at which the public will have an opportunity 
to comment, but before the meeting occurs 
the Corps is addressing a concern that has 
been voiced by some residents, including 
Woodmere Drive resident Laurence Lee, 
since the project was �rst studied: the creation 
of a mid-channel island with the sediment 
removed from the creek.

Lee shared his concerns in a letter to �e 
Resident in April, stating that his only op-
position in the project was to the island, 
which he believes will a�ect the quality of 
life for property owners near the island.

In addition to obstructing his and his 
neighbors’ riverfront views, Lee expressed 
concern that the island would drive recre-
ational river tra�c too close to their docks, 
creating the potential for accidents and 
property damage. He also noted the island 
would attract �otsam and wondered who 
would be responsible for removing the litter 
he fears will accumulate around the island.

Studying the development of the island 
is one of several major aspects and chal-
lenges on the USACE’s list, which includes 
a topographic survey, soil sampling to 
determine potential contaminants, an 
archeological survey to check the channel 
for underwater vessels or anything of 
historic significance, and activities such 
as water-quality permits, quality-control 
review, real estate easements and identifying 
a staging area, among others.

“I want the team to be able to address the 
island. Can it be relocated, if so where, what’s 
the outcome of moving it, if it cannot be 
relocated, why?” said Jason Harrah, USACE 
Jacksonville District project manager, in an 
email. “I want to make sure we have answers 
to the public’s questions before we meet.”

In 2013, o�cials estimated the project’s 
cost to be $4.8 million with 65 percent 
coming from federal funds and 35 percent 
from the City. Today the price tag is around 

$6.5 million. “For every year that we have 
an authorized project that goes unconstructed 
we are required to complete an updated 
cost estimate,” said Harrah. “Since 2013 
these costs have certainly gone up, and keep 
in mind the �nal cost also includes a con-
tingency percent to allow for overruns in 
labor during design, etc.”

Residents express support

�e increase in project costs is one of many 
reasons Fairfax Manor resident Stephanie 
Freeman would like to see the restoration 
project done sooner rather than later.

“In the 20 years that it has taken us to get 
to a funded partnership agreement with 
the Army Corps, both the federal and local 
costs are more than double than if we had 
done it when it was recommended,” Freeman 
said. “�is is our opportunity to make a 
signi�cant change. Fishweir Creek has been 
an impaired tributary for too long.”

Mark Walker said residents of Fairfax 
Manor have been working with the Corps 
since the 1990s to get the project o� the 
ground. “It is exciting to see all the hard 
work of local river advocates culminate with 
the Project Partnership Agreement between 
the City of Jacksonville and the federal 
government. Also signi�cant for Jacksonville 
is that 65 percent of this project will be paid 
for by an investment of federal dollars,” 
Walker said in an email.

Most residents along the creek, with prop-
erties on Woodmere Drive, Dupont Circle 
and Arden Street, are happy about the project.

“As a resident who lives on the creek, we 
see evidence of the deterioration of the 
waterway on a daily basis,” said Mark 
Rubin. “After Irma, we have noticed an 
incremental degradation of the quality of 
the water and the wildlife. Debris gets 
stuck in the silt and continues to add to 
the choking off of the creek. The entire 
community (humans and wildlife) will 
benefit from the improvements.”

Devon Sprague, who also lives in Fairfax 
Manor, said the project is much more than 
dredging and creating a manmade island. 

“�e project engineers' intuitive design will 
restore necessary habitat for the threatened 
Florida manatees and other aquatic species. 
Our silt-covered creek bed will be restored 
to naturally-occurring vegetation, a food 
source for manatees. �e new island will 
serve as land reclamation, a crucial com-
ponent of the ecosystem. Increased �ow 
velocity and unblocked natural springs will 
once again provide fresh water for manatees, 
turtles, �sh, etc.” he said. “Fishweir Creek 
was damaged by man going back almost 40 
years ago and for the �rst time it’s getting 
a chance at full recovery. �is is a multi-mil-
lion-dollar gi� from the Federal government 
to our community and the wildlife that we 
share it with.”

Adrian Genotti lives across the creek from 
the former Commander Apartment Tower and 
recalls paddling around the creek in the 
1980s. “A�er passing the �ats of cattails and 
marsh grass in the middle of the two channels 
at the mouth of the creek, the channels 
converged and remained too deep to �nd 
the bottom with my paddle. �is depth 
continued all the way to the Roosevelt 
Boulevard culverts,” he shared in an email. 

“A�er returning from several overseas de-
ployments in the early 2000s, I was shocked 
and disheartened to �nd this once charming 
waterway in my old neighborhood choked 
with mud and awash even at mid-tide, 
making it virtually impassable to the current 
generation of young explorers.”

Freeman expressed concern for her future 
neighbors across the creek at RiverVue, the 
new multi-family residential complex un-
derway on St. Johns Avenue.

“�is large complex is bigger in scale than 
expected and directly abuts Fishweir Creek. �e 
developers’ plans have been to rent these 
units for $2,000+ per month,” she said. “�ere 
seems to be a lot of worry about the size 
and design of units and parking. However, 
the major concern citizens should have is 
of the view. If the units look out to muck, 
the success of this complex is jeopardized 
and will be problematic for our whole 
community. Only with a restoration of the 
area will there be true river views at RiverVue.”

Fishweir Creek dredging 
FROM PAGE 1

Mike Webster’s 
home on Fishweir 
Creek, where he 
shot this photo 
of an alligator, is 
three-tenths of a 
mile west of the 
bridge on Herschel 
Street before St. 
Johns Avenue.

�e Museum of Southern History
Preserving the History, Ideals, and Chivalry of the South

�is is a Museum of Southern American �is is a Museum of Southern American 
History and was established to maintain and History and was established to maintain and 
perpetuate an educational facility for those who perpetuate an educational facility for those who 
are interested in the history of the United States, are interested in the history of the United States, 
its early problems and di�culties in becoming its early problems and di�culties in becoming 
th Nation it is today. th Nation it is today. 

Special meetings and lecture series held the �rst Special meetings and lecture series held the �rst 
Tuesday of every month, sharing all parameters Tuesday of every month, sharing all parameters 
of history Free to the public. Check our online of history Free to the public. Check our online 
calendar for more info. calendar for more info. 

We are a 501C3 managed and run by volunteers. We accept no government financing of any kind. 
All donations, monetary and historical, are accepted and greatly appreciated. 

Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 4pm  |  4304 Herschel Street, Jacksonville FL, 32210  |  904-388-3571  |  www.MuseumOfSouthernHistory.com

Education:  
The Museum o�ers educational 

programs to school groups, giving them 
a basic knowledge of their past

Library and Research Facility:  
The Museum o�ers educational 

programs to school groups, giving them 
a basic knowledge of their past

The Lincoln-Era 37 star “Applegate” Flag
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Embracing that strength is, indeed, found 
in unity, nearly 350 businesses in a 4.5-square-
mile area bisected by West Beaver Street 
compose the Rail Yard District Business 
Council, a newly-formed nonpro�t. West 
of I-95 and north of I-10, the area includes 
neighborhoods such as Mixon Town, New 
Town, Brooklyn and Lackawanna.

At the new council’s May 9 meeting, ap-
proximately two dozen of those businesses 
sent representatives to learn about the 
group’s leadership, the history of the railyard 
area and the opportunities to join committees 
to make positive change in the area.

�e newly-coined district is not a small 
one in jobs and sales, reported Je� Edwards, 
president of the nonpro�t and chief �nancial 
o�cer for Beaver Street Fisheries, where 
the meeting was held. Nearly 6,300 people 
are employed in the Rail Yard District, 
bringing in more than $2.6 billion in sales.

The business council has plans for the 
district, but even before the meeting, several 
items were accomplished, including repairs 
of viaducts, street lights, roadways and 
railroad crossings. In addition, the Rail 
Yard District Business Council was the 
winner of the LISC (Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation) Community 
Development Award.

With its 501(c)(3) status approved, 
officers and a board of directors were 
named. In addition to Edwards as president, 
Annie Murphy (Eco Relics) will serve as 
vice president; Chef Chriss Brown (Beaver 
Street Commissary) as secretary, and 
Chris Webster (Battalion Airsoft Arena) 
as treasurer. Board members include Kara 
Scremin (Engine 15/The Glass Factory), 
Kristin Keen (Rethreaded), Kirk Sandifer 
(Cain & Bultman), Tom Duke (Thomas 

Duke Architect, PA), Don Gibson (Big 
D Building Center), and Jeff Edelson 
(Mixon Studios).

“It was a fantastic meeting to o�cially kick 
o� the RYD Business Council,” said Edwards. 

“We had 55 attendees…lots of new faces.”
Calling themselves “yardies,” members 

of the business council are signing up to 
serve on any of three committees: infra-
structure, membership and marketing, all 
of which will foster and advocate for 
making the district the best possible 
business environment for the area’s com-
panies and new businesses.

In fact, the Planning Commission recently 
approved a zoning exception for a fitness 
center at 546 Myrtle Ave. in a vacant 
warehouse in a Light Industrial zoning 
district. The almost 13,000-square-foot 
warehouse, built in 1950, will be used for 
an indoor soccer training facility with 
three fields, exercise and locker rooms 
and a clubhouse area.

�e Rail Yard District was one of the �rst 
to be recommended for funding for im-
provements through the Emerald Necklace 
project, according to Janet Owens, LISC 
executive director. �e project will connect 
14 miles of trails, parks and waterways that 
surround the urban core and will link at 
least 14 neighborhoods, including those 
within the Rail Yard District.

“�is is one of Jacksonville’s most impov-
erished ZIP Codes,” said Webster, who was 
in commercial real estate until 2011, then 
started Battalion Airso� Arena a year later. 

“When I came into this district, I fell in love 
with it, mainly because of the location. I 
wasn’t afraid of things like access, appeal, 
safety. I looked at what businesses have 
already done it here.”

�e group is planning a community event 
in the fall to be held at the Jacksonville 
Farmer’s Market.

Rail Yard District Business Council o�cers and board members: Thomas Duke, Je� Edelson, Kirk 
Sandifer, Je� Edwards, Annie Murphy, Chef Chriss Brown, Chris Webster, District 9 Councilman 
Garrett Dennis, Kara Scremin; board members not present were Don Gibson and Kristin Keen.

West Beaver Street, surrounding 
area create new business district

Besty Lovett with Emily Lisska

Peggy Allcorn with Patsy Moore

Ward Lariscy with Caroline Burroughs

Jane and Bob Still with Barbara Harrell

Friends, city leaders and supporters 
gathered at the Ortega home of Betsy Lovett 
June 8 to honor Emily R. Lisska, who retired 
earlier this year as Executive Director of 
the Jacksonville Historical Society.

Although leaving a paid position after 
22 years, Lisska will remain heavily 
entrenched in history as the president-elect 
of the Florida Historical Society Board 
of Directors and as a volunteer with JHS. 
Lisska was recognized by the Jacksonville 
City Council in February with a framed 
resolution detailing her accomplishments 
since 1996, but the intimate gathering 
at Lovett’s waterfront home meant just 
as much. 

Lisska received the Florida Historical 
Society’s Caroline P. Rossetter Award as 
the Outstanding Woman in Florida 
History in 2010 for her efforts to expand 
the society’s downtown footprint through 
restoration of the 1888 Old St. Andrew’s 
Church (JHS headquarters), the 1879 
Merrill Museum House (for which she 
is the curator), the 1878 Old St. Luke’s 
Hospital and the 1924 Florida Casket Co. 
building, both of which serve as archival 
repositories containing tens of thousands 
of documents and photographs.

A lifelong Mandarin resident, Lisska 
is a journalism graduate of the University 
of Florida and attended Florida State 
University for graduate studies in speech 
communications. She’s married to Lawrence 
Lisska, M.D., with whom she has two 
sons – William, a Vanderbilt University 
sophomore, and Joe, a University of 
Florida law graduate.

Lisska honored at 
Ortega gathering

24HR SERVICE CALL 396-7771
Serving Jacksonville For over 60 years!

Any residential service 
call or duct cleaning.
Excludes �lters. Must present coupon. 
Valid only with coupon. Not valid with 
any other o�er. Maximum discount 50% 
of total service. Expires 7/31/2018

The Good Air People

396-7771
indoorcomfortjax.com

$50 OFF

#RES#CAC1819482

Stay COOL in
the summer heat!

Call us today to have your A/C unit serviced and 
ready for the warm temperatures ahead. 

I can help you put down roots
Amanda Searle, Broker Associate | Realtor®

Root Realty | 904.710.5702 | amanda@rootrealtyjax.com



P.17RESIDENTNEWS.NET MOVERS & SHAKERS
R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S   

J U L Y  2 0 1 8

Warren Jones, a relative newcomer to 
Jacksonville, has been hired by the Riverside 
Avondale Preservation board of directors to 
be the nonpro�t’s new executive director.

Jones, a two-year resident of Avondale 
a�er he and his wife moved from Tallahassee 
to be closer to family, said he threw his hat 
into the ring because he enjoys living in the 
historic district.

“I love working with community. �is 
gives me a sense of purpose, so I get some-
thing out of it, and it also allows me to help 
our community be the type of community 

Riverside Avondale Preservation hires Avondale resident as new executive director
people want to live in. Everyone has an idea 
of what that means, and how a community 
comes together and de�nes that may change 
a little bit over time,” he said.

One of the advantages Jones brings to the 
position as a newcomer is that he’s asking 
questions. “I’m able to ask questions about 
why we’re doing this or that, and refresh 
people’s memories about why we’re doing 
some things. My sense of discovery in 
communicating that may be helpful.”

In Tallahassee, Jones was vice president 
and chief communications officer at 

Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare, a 
772-bed not-for-profit hospital, where he 
was responsible for community engagement, 
media relations, and overall communica-
tions strategy and implementation. He 
has since worked as a marketing and 
communications consultant at Inflection 
Point Communications. He is a graduate 
of the University of Florida with a degree 
in broadcast journalism.  

�e position had been vacant since RAP’s 
previous director resigned in February.

Warren Jones

Following �ve years 
of active duty as a dentist 
with the U.S. Navy, Broc 
Flores has joined the 
family and cosmetic 
dentistry practice of 
James L. Schumacher, 
4201 Roosevelt Blvd., as 
an associate dentist.

A�er obtaining bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in chemistry, 
Flores joined the U.S. Navy and earned his 
degree in dentistry in 2013 from Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine on a 
Health Professional Scholarship. Flores 
joined Schumacher in May. His passion is 
in restorative dentistry, endodontics and 
removal of wisdom teeth. He will �nish 
active duty in September, when he will in-
crease his hours at the dental practice. 

While serving at NAS Jacksonville, Flores 
and his wife, Stacey Branham, bought a 
home in Fishweir Park two years ago and 
built a garage in the backyard to serve as a 
brewing space. 

“I have always wanted to open a brewery, 
it’s always been a dream of mine,” said Flores, 
who is building out the former Fat Kat 
Lounge on Edgewood Avenue for the Fishweir 
Brewing Company. Flores and Branham 
also welcomed their �rst child, Charlotte, 
into the family in April.

Broc Flores

Navy dentist joins 
Schumacher Dentistry

Getting ready to cut the ribbon June 16 at the new location for the Westside Jazzercise franchise are instructors Clark LaBlond, 
Cheryl Virta, Sheri Parker, Monica Giotta, Jazzercise owner Lucia Miller, and Julie Anderson. A�er more than 30 years on Blanding 
Boulevard in the Lakeshore area, the �tness center re-opened June 12 at 4555 St. Johns Ave.

Jazzercise opens in new Westside location

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol 
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

3627 St. Johns Ave. | Jacksonville, FL 
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• Septic Tank Systems (inspections)
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Mariette Brodeur, J.D., joined �e Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida as Gi� Planning O�cer in May 2018. She will 
provide gi� planning services for donors and prospective donors, 
and will coordinate communication with, and provide leadership 
and support to the Foundation’s Professional Advisory Councils. 
Brodeur has 25 years of experience providing legal counsel and 
policy advice in the areas of healthcare, human services and 
public health. She received her Doctor of Law degree from St. 
Louis University School of Law.

Community Foundation brings on new o�cer

Mariette Brodeur

Short �lm to compete in 
New England �lm festival

�e locally-produced �lm, Ortega River 
Rats, was chosen to compete against 59 
other short �lms in the dramatic category 
for the 27th Annual Woods Hole Film 
Festival, located on Cape Cod. 

�e festival’s short �lm lineup includes 
17 World premieres, 41 New England 
premieres and 30 Massachusetts premieres 
in four categories: dramatic, animated, 
comedy, and documentary. 

Ortega River Rats, a 15-minute film 
produced by Lakeside Park resident Duane 
A. Sikes and Grace Herzog Bryan of Ortega 
Forest, was written by Sharon Y. Cobb of 
Avondale, and includes many local actors. 
�e �lm held its premier at Sun-Ray Cinema 
Jan. 21 for a standing-room-only crowd. 

�e Woods Hole Festival is scheduled 
for July 28-August 4. Box o�ce poster for Ortega River Rats

Shane Brisentine, of Avondale, has joined the Avondale 
office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty as a Realtor.

Brisentine has 20 years of retail management and business 
experience – including sole proprietor of Shane Alan Art Images, 
a landscape and fine art photography business. An avid traveler, 
he has visited 27 states, three U.S. territories, and five countries, 
but chose to put down roots in Northeast Florida 13 years ago. Shane Brisentine

Avondale man joins local realty �rm

Members of �e Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital convened at the Ortega 
home of Robert and Poppy Clements May 
25 to kick o� the 2018-2019 Florida Forum 
Speaker Series with a luncheon introducing 
the Forum’s chairs, Christine Hieb of Ortega 
and Suzanne Hinckley of Ponte Vedra Beach.

 Hieb joined the Women’s Board in 2012. 
She twice chaired Garden Week at the 
Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens as well 
as the Cummer Ball, and was a longtime 
volunteer at �e Bolles School where her 
children attended. 

Hinkley is a longtime supporter of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, where she’s 
been a volunteer since 1989. She is past 
president of the WCH Auxiliary, served 
on the Baptist Health Foundation Board 
for nine years and joined the Women’s 
Board in 2011. Hinckley is also past pres-
ident of the Cummer Council. “I have been 
a passionate supporter of WCH since I 
moved to Jacksonville in the late ‘80s. 
Children are our future, and without the 
help of WCH and the Women’s Board, 
some would not reach their full potential. 

Jacksonville is lucky to have such a great 
organization helping the children in our 
community and beyond,” she said.

Together with the annual Arts & Antique 
Show, the 27th annual Florida Forum will 
contribute vital funds for a �ve-year, $4 
million pledge supporting the creation of 
a new Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
at Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

�e 2018-2019 series will open on Oct. 
17 with veteran journalist Lara Logan, 
presented by Landstar. The series continues 
on Jan. 28, 2019 when Florida Blue presents 
Bryan Cranston, an acclaimed actor, writer, 
producer, director, and author. The season 
concludes March 27, 2019, with Pro 
Football Hall of Fame member Tony Dungy, 
presented by Wells Fargo.

About this year’s lineup, Hieb noted, “We 
are over the moon excited about this year’s 
series. It’s a diverse group of speakers that 
should appeal to many people. We also 
believe that our speakers are committed 
to the mission of Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital and are enthusiastic about the 
funding target, the new NICU.”

Florida Forum chairpersons introduced at luncheon

Front: Suzanne Hinckley with Michael 
Aubin, hospital president, Elizabeth Langley, 
Women’s Board president, and Christine 
Hieb, and members of The Women’s Board of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital

�e speaker series is presented by long-
time partners Wells Fargo, Florida Blue and 
Landstar, and will take place at the Times-
Union Center for the Performing Arts.

4854 San Juan Ave,
Jacksonville, FL 32210
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Avondale resident 
establishes insurance 

brokerage, risk 
management �rm 

Rick Stein, a 
25-year veteran in 
the insurance bro-
kerage industry, 
recent ly  estab-
lished Wellhouse 
Company, an inde-
pendent, privately-
owned insurance 
brokerage and risk 
management �rm. �e Avondale resident 
founded the �rm a�er the sale of his 
previous company, Fletcher Stein, to 
private equity-backed Acrisure.

Stein started in the industry as the 
president of Palmer & Cay’s Florida 
operations, a storied regional brokerage 
�rm in the Southeast, and then served 
as co-CEO and Managing Partner at 
both Lanier Upshaw and Fletcher Stein 
(formerly McNeill, Garrison & Fletcher).

He spent the latter part of 2017 putting 
together a team that includes two other 
industry veterans, Kerrie Kenna and 
Shelby Weikel, and his son, Richard. Stein’s 
goal is to provide high-touch service and 
complete coverage for any potential 
client’s business or personal risks.

Kenna handles Wellhouse Company’s 
commercial lines and carrier relationships. 
She brings 20 years of experience in 
account management and underwriting, 
most recently at LRA Insurance and 
Fletcher Stein. 

Weikel services and develops the 
company’s personal lines. During her 
17-year career, she has been consistently 
recognized for outstanding service by 
Five Star Professional, most recently with 
the Browning Agency of Ponte Vedra.

Richard Stein focuses on the company’s 
growth and operations. He has a back-
ground in investment banking and was 
instrumental in working with Rick to 
determine the best path for the company. 
Welhouse Company focuses on clients 
with complex corporate risks, smaller 
businesses with intricate business owner 
exposures, and private clients.

Rick Stein

Twenty-�ve attorneys from the 4th 
Judicial Circuit were honored at The 
Florida Bar’s annual convention, June 
13-15 in Orlando, for reaching the milestone 
of 50 years of service in the profession.

�is year, a total of 314 Florida lawyers 
admitted to the Bar in 1968 were honored, 
including 25 who practice in the 4th 
Judicial Circuit. Eleven are residents 
within �e Resident’s readership, including 
Timothy Austin Burleigh, A. Hamilton 
Cooke, Stephen Ellsworth Day, Lawrence 
Howard Lankford, Douglas John Milne, 
Earl Smith Poitevent III, Simon Donald 
Rothstein, Arnold Herbert Slott, Richard 
C. Stoddard, Rolf Harvy Towe, and 
Edward Jacob Witten.

The other honorees who practice in 
the 4th Judicial Circuit include Leonard 
Mayer Alterman, Charles Warner 
Arnold, Jr., Earl Middleton Barker, Jr., 
Donald L. Braddock, John Ferrell 
Fannin, Hugh McKay Flether, William 
A. Hamilton, III, Arthur Ivan Jacobs, 
Michael Alan Jennings, Daniel Irvine 
McCranie, Charles Thomas Shad, 
William J. Sheppard, Frederick R. Short, 
Jr., and Eric Brian Smith.

Local attorneys celebrated 
for �ve decades of service

Financial advisor 
opens doors in 
Avondale Shoppes

David Leavitt, a �nancial advisor with 
Edward Jones, recently opened his own 
o�ce in the Shoppes of Avondale, at 3578 
St. Johns Ave., a�er three years working at 
the company’s Ortega/Venetia o�ce.

Although he was raised in Mandarin, 
Leavitt’s mother grew up in Avondale and 
he calls the area home. His new o�ce was 
a former Fro-Yo (frozen yogurt shop) and 
he said the construction took �ve months 
to turn it into an Edward Jones location.

“I love this area, it’s beautiful and historic,” 
said Leavitt. “�ere’s fantastic foot tra�c, 
and it’s a high-quality, clean area. It consis-
tently has a fresh feeling outside that people 
want to be around.” 

Leavitt o�ers advice for retirement savings 
and income strategies, intergenerational 
planning, estate and legacy strategies, and 
more. He said he never dreamed of being 
a financial advisor, but growing up he 
enjoyed community service with Lakewood 
United Methodist Church, and said this job 
combines �nance and service.

“�is job is really a service job. I’m out 
meeting people and ultimately help them 
reach their �nance goals. I really do enjoy 
the relationships I’ve built with my clients,” 
he said. Leavitt is a member of the St. 
Vincent’s Shircli� Society’s Council.

A graduate of �e Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville and Auburn University, Leavitt 
holds a degree in �nance and has been with 
Edwards Jones since 2014. �e outdoor 
enthusiast enjoys sur�ng, rock climbing 
and soccer. Leavitt will be married July 28 
to Betsy Baggett, a geometry teacher at 
Mandarin High School, and the couple will 
make their home in Miramar.

David Leavitt

When Drew and Scooter Cavins moved to Jacksonville from Denver in 1998, they 
purchased the former Riverside Grille to share their passion for Southwestern food 
with the community, but little did they imagine they would celebrate the Mossfire 
Grill’s 20th birthday June 15. In their third year in business they renovated the restau-
rant and added the bar, then bought the building in 2002.

The couple originally named their restaurant the Tumbleweed Grill but received a 
request to change it from an out-of-state business with the same name. Scooter said 
Mossfire Grill is a locally-derived, customer-generated name. “Mark Rinaman suggested 
it and it stuck,” she said.

Scooter gives credit to the establishment’s success to its patrons and its sta�, many of 
whom have been with the Cavins for more than 10 years. “�e local community, from 
top city leaders down, has embraced us,” she said. “It’s all about our customers.”

Moss�re Grill celebrates  
20 years in 5 Points

Scooter and Drew Cavins
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Jesse Rain, Realtor®

904-536-3081
j rai n 904@ g m ai l. com

Anne Burpee Rain, Realtor®

904-47 2 -9809
ab rai n 4@ g m ai l. com

Close To The Shops In San Marco |  Over 3,200 SF. |  $695,000  

Jesse Rain, 
904-536-3081
j rai n 904@ g m ai l. com

Historic Home 
and 

Guest Suite!

Wedding bouquets, arrangements!

3802 Beach Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207   

904.398.8601

Wedding bouquets, arrangements!

Let Kuhn be your first choice Let Kuhn be your first choice Let Kuhn be your first choice 
on your Special day

Let Kuhn be your first choice 
on your Special day

Let Kuhn be your first choice 

— FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED! — 
2108 Blanding Blvd, (SR–21) 904.388.0612

LakeShoreBicycles.com
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9–7, Sat 9–5:30, 9–5:30, Sun 12–5

LakeShore
BICYCLES

RENT AN ELECTRIC BIKE FOR $4000/DAY!
(Apply two rentals to the purchase price)

BICYCLES • RENTALS • PARTS • ACCESSORIES • APPAREL • REPAIR • QUALITY WORKMANSHIP • ATTENTIVE SERVICE • GREAT VALUE



20   |   MOVERS & SHAKERS  |   R E S I D E N T  C OM M UN I TY  N EWS R E S I D E N TN EWS. N E T    |    J U LY  2 0 1 8

By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Pierre Allaire, Ph. D. o�en joked he had 
one fundraising campaign le� in him, and 
boy, was it a doozy.

When Allaire retired from his role as 
Chief Development Officer of the Baptist 
Health Foundation at the end of March, 
he left big shoes to fill, having raised $138 
million in five years by spearheading the 
healthcare system’s “Securing Tomorrow 
Together, the Campaign for Baptist Health.” 
It was the first-ever comprehensive fund-
raising campaign for the five-hospital 
health system, which is based in San Marco.

“Pierre has an undeniable gift, having 
led the most successful comprehensive 
campaign in the history of Baptist Health 
and to our knowledge, Jacksonville’s 
history,” said Hugh Greene, president and 
chief executive officer of Baptist Health. 

“While we celebrated his retirement in 
March, we will be forever grateful for his 
impact on the lives of our patients, now 
and for decades to come.”

�e secret to raising so much money for 
Baptist was a combination of things and 
hard work, Allaire said. “�e health system 
had well-de�ned, strategic goals and a 
strong following in a community that 
wants to support it,” he said. “We made a 
compelling case and asked for that support. 
Also, we were able to increase our sta�. 
You can’t raise that kind of money with a 
small group of fundraisers, so we doubled 
the sta�.” 

Allaire was well qualified to head Baptist’s 
first-ever comprehensive campaign. After 
earning his bachelor’s degree in science 
from St. Edward’s University in Austin, 
Texas, he picked up a master’s degree and 
a doctorate in biology from Stephen F. 
Austin State University in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, and the University of Louisville in 
Kentucky, respectively.

From 1985 to 2013, he worked in de-
velopment at Clemson University, the 
University of Florida, and the University 
of North Florida. During his tenure at UNF 
as vice president for Institutional Advance-
ment and executive director of the UNF 
Foundation, he oversaw two campaigns 
raising $130 million and $103 million.

Working for the Baptist Health Foundation 
was the perfect way to cap his career, he 
said. “I’d been at UNF for 17 years, and I 
had done those two big campaigns. When 
this position came about and taking into 
consideration that my academic back-
ground is biology, I thought working for a 
health system – getting back to the life 
sciences – would be interesting,” said Allaire. 

“�en having the opportunity to work with 
Hugh Greene and Audrey Moran (Senior 
Vice President for Social Responsibility and 
Community Advocacy), and other Baptist 
professionals was enticing. �e fact that 

Baptist is a faith-based organization also 
appealed to me since I had been at three 
public universities. Putting all that together, 
it was a great opportunity for me to be at 
Baptist, run the foundation, build the 
program, and do a campaign.”

Although he o�cially retired three months 
ago, Allaire has barely had time to relax. He 
still plans to remain active in his profession 
by working as a consultant. He also will 
spend time on his hobbies – bicycling, bird 
watching, and traveling. A trip to Europe 
is planned with his wife, Lorraine, for later 
this year, and then there is time to be spent 
with the grandchildren.

“We have �ve grandchildren in town, and 
I’m on three boards, so I won’t be lacking 
in anything to do,” he said. “�is is week 
seven. I’ve been busy for seven weeks, and 
I don’t see that changing,” he added. “But 
it’s a nice pace, and in retirement, you get 
to control things a little bit more.”

Pierre Allaire, Ph. D.

Retiring from Baptist Health, Allaire ends career on high note

“Pierre has an undeniable 
gi�, having led the most 

successful comprehensive 
campaign in the history  

of Baptist Health and  
to our knowledge, 

Jacksonville’s history.”
— Hugh Greene, president and chief 

executive o�cer of Baptist Health

When Joyce Gay started a home-based 
business selling pillow covers with in-
visible zippers on Etsy four years ago, 
she never dreamed she’d have a storefront 
in Riverside. But a�er expanding her 
line of goods to curtains and valances, 
it became more than one person could 
manage. In 2016, Gay asked her sister, 
Teresa Madrid, to move to Jacksonville 
from Colorado and manage Fresh Canopy 
while Gay held up the creative side.

Shortly thereafter, when the business 
threatened to overtake the home, the 
women opened their first location on 
King Street last year, thinking 1,100-square-
feet of space was more than they would 
ever need. But after adding more products 

– pillow inserts, café-style curtains, tree 
skirts, pet crate covers and more – in 
less than a year they discovered they 
needed to move again.

Desiring to stay in the Park and King 
business corridor, Fresh Canopy moved 
across the intersection to 2663 Park St. 
in March. For more information, visit 
freshcanopy.com.  

Sisters expand drapery 
workroom in Park and King 

historic district
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Teresa Madrid

DINNER BELL
BELLWETHERJAX .COM

Now Serving Dinner  
Wednesday–Saturday

100 North Laura Street  
904.802.7745

SERVING JACKSONVILLE SINCE 1949  |  BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORAL-LEVEL AUDIOLOGIST

 WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE OUR NEW LOCATION: 
1010 North Davis Street 

 Designed and built specifically to give
 our patients the BEST possible experience!

WE HAVE NEW HOURS:
 Monday – Thursday 7am-6 pm and Friday 8 am-6 pm

 Most Insurance Accepted. Hearing Aids at All Price Points

visit us online at: www.shcjax.orgDr. Fenja Mattson  Dr. Evonne Johnson

BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORAL-LEVEL AUDIOLOGISTS — NEW STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT

N E W  L O C AT I O N  *  N E W  H O U R S  *  S a m e  Q U A L I T Y  C A R E
 S E R V I N G  J A C K S O N V I L L E  S I N C E  1 9 4 9

 Call for your 
 Call for your appointment today!

 Call for your appointment today!

 Call for your 
904-355-3403

Susan Fuller Tuohy 
REALTOR®, GRI

904.707.6548 | 3627 St. Johns Ave
Susan.Tuohy@FloridaNetworkRealty.com

www.JaxRealEstateSuccess.com

The Key to Your New Home!

4652 ORTEGA BLVD
$849,000

4/3.5. 3,822 SQFT. 

Stunning shingle shake home 
on a gorgeous landscaped lot 

in the highly desirable 
Ortega area.

Susan Fuller Tuohy 

NEW LISTING

© 2018 BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. AN INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED SUBSIDIARY OF HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC., A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE, AND A FRANCHISEE OF BHH AFFILIATES, LLC
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Four Jacksonville teachers, including a 
teacher at San Jose Catholic School, received 
the 2018 Gladys Prior Awards for Career 
Teaching Excellence May 22 at an awards 
dinner at the River Club. �e awards were 
established by Gilchrist Berg, founder and 
president of Water Street Capital, to honor 
teachers who have had lifelong careers in 
teaching and inspiring students.

As of this year, 84 teachers will have been 
recognized with a Gladys Prior Award, an 
award given for excellence in teaching for 
the last 21 years. To date, Berg has given 
more than $1 million to honor Jacksonville 
teachers with an award named a�er his 
fourth-grade teacher, Gladys Prior, at Ortega 
Elementary School. 

The 2018 winners include MaryBeth 
Jones, San Jose Catholic School; Joan 
Bacon, LaVilla Middle School of the Arts; 
Virginia Dickert, Jacksonville Country 
Day School, and Darellee Naccarato, 
Seabreeze Elementary School. Together, 

Back row: Dr. Diane Yendol-Hoppey, UNF 
College of Education and Human Services dean, 
and Gilchrist Berg, who established the Gladys 
Prior Award; middle row: MaryBeth Jones and 
Darellee Naccarato; front: Joan Bacon and 
Virginia Dickert. (Photo credit: Michael Heath)

Career teachers honored with excellence award
these teachers have a combination of 119 
years of teaching experience.

�e University of North Florida College 
of Education and Human Services (COEHS) 
manages this gi� and coordinates the annual 
award competition. Each of these career 
teachers will receive $15,000. “�e success 
of our community directly correlates to the 
excellence of our teachers,” said Dr. Diane 
Yendol-Hoppey, COEHS dean. “Great 
teachers change students’ lives.” 

Jones, of Beauclerc, teaches third grade 
at San Jose Catholic, where she has been 
for 35 years. Bacon, a Hidden Hills resident, 
teaches science at LaVilla, located in down-
town Jacksonville, and is a veteran teacher 
of over 40 years. Dickert, of Bartram Park, 
is a music teacher with over 23 years in the 
classroom at Jacksonville Country Day. 
Naccarato, a Jacksonville Beach resident, is 
music teacher at Seabreeze Elementary in 
Jacksonville Beach and has been a teacher 
for 19 years. 

North Florida Land Trust receives state preservation award

Friederike Mittner (President, Florida Trust for Preservation), Christie 
Fitzpatrick (Deputy Assistant Secretary of State), Jim McCarthy 
(President, NFLT), Keith Holt (2018 NFLT Board Chair), Adam Hoyles (2016 
NFLT Board Chair) and Marc Hudson (NFLT Land Protection Director)

Burdette Ketchum, 
an integrated market-
ing agency on Kings 
Avenue in San Marco, 
has recently acquired 
North Star Destination 
Strategies, a leading 
national place-brand-
ing agency based in 
Nashville, Tenn.

North Star helps counties, cities, down-
town districts and states achieve competitive 
identities to serve their economic devel-
opment, tourism and community vitality 
goals. North Star uses a highly proprietary 
approach to research, strategy formation, 
branding, and bold creative thinking 
and has worked with more than 200 
communities across 42 states.

“�is acquisition solidi�es Burdette 
Ketchum’s capabilities in city, county and 
real estate branding and marketing, and 
allows us to expand this work nationally,” 
said Avondale resident Will Ketchum, 
president and CEO of Burdette Ketchum.  

North Star will remain a distinct division 
of Burdette Ketchum, maintaining o�ces 
in Jacksonville and Nashville. Burdette 
Ketchum will continue to service its core 
clients in a variety of industries, many 
of which are leading Jacksonville brands, 
as it has since its founding in 1996.

“Through our work with JAXUSA 
Partnership in marketing the Northeast 
Florida region and on the truJAX initiative 
mapping a vision for Jacksonville’s global 
identity, we understand how place and 
community branding are becoming more 
essential and play a critical role in a 
community’s strength and competitiveness,” 
said Ketchum.

Will Ketchum

San Marco company 
acquires Nashville agency

A�er receiving an award on the local level, North Florida Land 
Trust was recognized two weeks later on the state level for the 
same project. Following the annual Jacksonville Historic Preservation 
Commission awards May 3, NFLT was presented with the 2018 
Florida Preservation Organizational Achievement award for work 
done to acquire and preserve the 1898 Spanish American War 
Fort. �e award was presented by the Florida Trust for Historic 
Preservation at a ceremony May 18 at the Jessie Ball duPont Center.

NFLT partnered with the National Park Service in 2015 to serve 
as the acquisition and fundraising partner to save the fort. A�er 
a year-long capital campaign to raise funds to purchase the property, 
NFLT acquired the fort in 2016 and will turn it over to the National 
Park Service, who plans to add it to the Fort Caroline National 
Memorial as a public access park.

2142 Herschel Street 
4BR/2.5BA features a living room with fireplace, 

dining room, sunroom, office/TV room, hardwood 
floors, laundry room with half bath, kids play 
room, and master bedroom with fireplace.

2,658 sq ft. $369,000

1417 Menna Street
2BR/1BA with gorgeous wood floors, tile fireplace, 
kitchen with stainless steel appliances and granite 
counters, renovated bath taken to the studs with 
marble on walls and floor. Screen enclosed room 

overlooks back yard. 1,056 sq. ft. $239,900

3022 St. Johns Avenue
This previous RAP tour of homes (showcase 

3022 St. Johns Avenue
This previous RAP tour of homes (showcase 

3022 St. Johns Avenue

property) offers a large chefs kitchen, 3BR/3BA, 
charming dining room, large light & bright living 
room with fire place. Huge master includes a 

renovated en suite bathroom. 3,186 sq. ft. $749,000

1406 Donald Street 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA home features original 

hardwood floors, fresh exterior paint, an eat-in 
kitchen with built ins, a brick patio, and a garage 
for your storage or workshop needs. 1,268 sq ft. 

$259,900.

2038 College Street
3BR/2BA updated 2-story with all the charm that 

2038 College Street
3BR/2BA updated 2-story with all the charm that 

2038 College Street

people love in this neighborhood. Features a 
fireplace and tall coffered ceilings, natural wood 

work, hardwood floors, and a renovated gourmet 
kitchen, 2,530 sq. ft. $449,900

3211 Tivoli Street
3BR/2BA all brick home with beautiful hardwood 

floors and upgraded baths is not to be missed.  The 
bedrooms are a split plan with a master en-suite. 
The 2 car garage would make a great workshop 

space. 1,494 sq. ft. $310,000

At Traditions Realty, we are Jacksonville experts.

TraditionsJax.com
      facebook.com/
TraditionsRealtyJax

1046 Riverside Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230

A Full Service 
Real Estate Agency, 

Specializing in 
Sales, Tenant 

Placement 
& Property 

Management

4429 Iroquois Avenue 
This home features 3BR/2BA, a very open living 

4429 Iroquois Avenue 
This home features 3BR/2BA, a very open living 

4429 Iroquois Avenue 

and dining area with fireplace and built in book 
shelves. Kitchen with breakfast room with french 
doors that open up to a great deck for entertaining 

and a spacious back yard. 1,791 sq. ft. $349,000

2875 Sydney Street
Recently renovated 2BR/1BA corner lot home 

2875 Sydney Street
Recently renovated 2BR/1BA corner lot home 

2875 Sydney Street

in the heart of Avondale. Downstairs includes a 
bonus room or workshop. Newer kitchen and 

bath. 1,253 sq ft.  $195,000.bath. 1,253 sq ft.  $195,000.bath.

729 King Street 
3BR/1.1BA classic bungalow features kitchen, mud 

729 King Street 
3BR/1.1BA classic bungalow features kitchen, mud 

729 King Street 

room/laundry, living room with fireplace, formal 
dining room, hardwood floors throughout, tile in 
kitchen and baths. On a corner lot with a storage 

shed. 1,186 sq ft.  $181,500



Delicious Destinations

The most anticipated weekend in the 
year is just around the corner, and that’s 
why connoisseurs of gourmet food and 
fine wine have already made reservations 
for the 17th Annual Delicious Destinations.

The five-star culinary experience and 
fundraiser for St. Vincent’s Foundation 
will take place Friday, September 7th and 
Saturday, September 8th at The Ponte Vedra 
Inn & Club.

Delicious Destinations has become 
Northeast Florida’s premiere destination 
for scrumptious cuisine, with two days of 
fine wine and delectable dining flavored 
by philanthropy that lasts all year long. 
Top chefs from around the country, as well 
as local culinary superstars, show off their 
skills while contributing their time and 
talent to support St. Vincent’s Community 
Outreach Programs.  

“The 17th Annual Delicious Destinations 
affords food and wine connoisseurs an 
extraordinary opportunity. They can visit 
the top 14 chefs at internationally known 
resorts in one event. Support from our 
community for St. Vincent’s Outreach 
Programs is more important than ever. 
This is a great example of celebrating 
with our community for our community,” 
said Jane R. Lanier, CFRE, President and 
System Chief Development Officer of 
St. Vincent’s Foundation. 

Led by event partners �e Ponte Vedra 
Inn & Club and Southern Glazer’s Wine & 
Spirits, Delicious Destinations benefits 
St. Vincent’s Mobile Health Outreach 
Ministry, which includes Rural Outreach, 
Urban Outreach and Pediatric Outreach.  

The annual combination of cuisine and 
charitable giving has inspired some of 
the nation’s finest chefs to create an 
unforgettable dining experience, and this 
year is no exception. More than a dozen 
executive, banquet, sous and pastry chefs 
from Denver to Savannah, from Greenbrier, 
W. Virginia to Sea Island and more will 
prepare culinary delights.  

�e Ponte Vedra Inn & Club’s Executive 
Chef Hermann Muller has said there is a 
so� spot in every chef ’s heart for the op-
portunity to give back to the community 
while showcasing what they do best. With 
Jane Lanier, as one of the founders of the 
fundraiser, Host Chef Muller annually 
coordinates the visiting chefs and the menus.

No feast is complete without �ne wine, 
supplied by Southern Glazer’s and explained 
by wine educator, Julie Pepi, a second-level 
sommelier and director of the Heritage 
Collection for Trinchero Family Estates.

Culinary superstars 
gather for the annual 
‘must-attend’ fundraiser

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

�e weekend’s events

On September 7th, the Celebrity Chef by 
the Sea Luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. 

Executive Chef Hermann Muller of the 
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club will be the guest 
of honor at the VIP Preview Reception 
Saturday, September 8th, 6 p.m., where 
guests can sample culinary masterpieces. 

The main event, Delicious Destinations 
– A Gourmet Food and Wine Tasting, will 
follow at 7 p.m. featuring creations by Chef 
Muller as well as Chef Nathan Beriau 
(Palmetto Bluff), Chef Bogdan Boerean 
(Mar-a-Lago), Chef Olivier de Busschere 
(Gate Gourmet), Chef Garrett Gooch (Ritz 
Carlton, Denver), Chef Dusty Grove (The 
DeSoto), Chef Daniel McCathern (Hilton 
Atlanta), Chef Steve Mengel (The Greenbrier), 

Chef Mitchell Pagan (Mariner Sands), 
Chef Chris Pickren (The Lodge & Club), 
Chef Darin Sehnert (Chef Darin’s Kitchen 
Table), Chef Darek Stennes (The River 
Club), Chef Tim Turner (Epping Forest 
Yacht & Country Club) and Chef Daniel 
Zeal (The Lodge, Sea Island).

In addition, the silent and live auctions 
at Delicious Destinations o�ers friendly 
competition for those hoping to place the 
winning bids for enticing packages such as 
the “Dinner of a Lifetime,” a gourmet feast 
for ten prepared by Chef Hermann Muller 
in your home.  

To become a sponsor of Delicious 
Destinations or to make reservations for 
any of the events, contact Lauren Corley in 
the St. Vincent’s Foundation O�ce at (904) 
308-7306 or Lauren.Corley@Ascension. org, 
or visit deliciousdestinationsjax.com

Rick and Lynn Mullaney and  
Drs. Nina and Samer Garas

2017 Delicious Destinations Co-Chairs Amy Wacaster, Sala Pradhan and Mollie Sumner

FRENCH CUISINE RAW BAR CHARCUTERIE CRAFT COCKTAILS

3630 PARK STREET  |  HISTORIC AVONDALE  |  RESTAURANTORSAY.COM  |  904.381.0909

THURSDAY – SATURDAY
10PM – MIDNIGHT

NIGHT  

CAP

Julia S. Fattahi  |  Florida Network Realty
904.728.8992
julia.fattahi@floridanetworkrealty.com
www.juliasellsjacksonville.com
 

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a 
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed 
with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Julia S. Fattahi  |  Florida Network Realty

It’s not just an 
address, it is 

where you will 
live, work and 
play...so call 
Julia today!

“At Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty we are 
truly by your side with our exclusive software called ‘BuySide’.  We 

are now the Match.com of Real Estate—call for details on how we can 
match your home with a buyer or seller.”
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Passion for public education 
puts Nuland in best position

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

Karen Nuland believes in the public 
school system so much she began volun-
teering 30 years ago – even before she 
started her own family.

“I have a deep love for public schools. �ey 
are the only way some kids are ever going 
to get out of their situation,” said the com-
munity-minded president of the Lakeside 
Homeowners Association. 

Nuland is capitalizing on 30 years’ expe-
rience working with parents, teachers and 
students in the Duval County Public Schools 
and taking her passion for public education 
to the top, running for District 6 school 
board representative. Past president of the 
25,000-member Duval County Council of 
PTAs, the district’s largest and oldest child 
advocacy organization in Florida, Nuland 
is endorsed by the Duval Teachers Union.

Among her many endorsements is this 
one by a well-regarded community leader 
who was named one of the 50 most in�uential 
people in Northeast Florida in 2010. “I think 
Karen will do a great job as a member of the 
School Board. She is a strong advocate for 
improving our school system and is dedicated 
to insuring a quality education for our 
children,” said Wayne Wood, founder of 
Riverside Avondale Preservation. 

In 1991, as a volunteer with the Duval 
Public Education Fund, Nuland was tasked 
with presenting roses to the Teachers of the 
Year and thought, “We can do better than 
that.” �e next year she launched the Eddy 
Awards, now a black-tie optional gala with 
business partners who help elevate the role 
of Jacksonville’s best teachers.

Nuland herself is a product of public 
education. Her mother graduated from 
Landon High School in the 1950s, Nuland 
from Edward White High School and her 
two sons from Stanton College Preparatory 
High School. 

“You mostly hear bad things about public 
schools, but there are wonderful students, 
wonderful teachers and wonderful parents 
in the public schools. Duval County has an 
80 percent high school graduation rate and 
does it with less funding and more students 
than St. Johns County,” she said. 

�e recent $62 million cut in the district’s 
budget is alarming but it doesn’t faze Nuland, 
who looks at it as another challenge to 
address. “We still have to educate every 
child in Duval County and we will still 
manage to do great things with less money,” 

she said, recalling when arts, music and 
physical education were dropped due to 
funding at her sons’ elementary school. 
“�e community came together, �lling in 
the gaps by providing P.E. classes and art; 
we called it Art in a Cart,” Nuland said.

Her mission – to help secure a quality 
education for all – is challenging, but 
“Jacksonville has a world-class medical 
system, so don’t you think we should  have 
a world-class education system?” she said.

Nuland has three priorities to ensure that 
mission is successful. First, she sincerely 
believes that every high school should have 
at least one career-ready program in addition 
to college preparatory classes. “All students 
need to prepare for the future one way or 
another,” said Nuland.

Her second priority addresses the aging 
facilities and sometimes outdated technology 
in some of the oldest school buildings in 

the state of Florida. Just within District 6, 
�ve of its 17 elementary schools – Central 
Riverside, Fishweir, Ortega, Ruth N. Upson 
and West Riverside – are over a century 
old. “As a school board, it’s incumbent upon 
us to make sure our students and sta� 
literally have a good foundation to learn 
and teach in,” Nuland said.

Finally, ever the community-minded 
citizen, Nuland wants to increase and 
strengthen business, faith-based and neigh-
borhood partnerships in each school. While 
many elementary schools and some middle 
and high schools enjoy the bene�ts of a 
“friends” group, not all are so lucky, she said.

To learn more about Karen Nuland’s 
priorities as a member of the Duval County 
Public School Board, visit her website 
(karennuland.com) or give her a call at (904) 
233-3054. She’ll be more than happy to share 
her passion for your child’s education.

pd pol.adv. pd and approved by Karen Nuland for School Board

“Jacksonville has a world-class 
medical system, so don’t  

you think we should  have a 
world-class education system?”

— Karen Nuland

With supporters young and old, Karen Nuland (right, behind campaign sign)  
walks through Avondale to introduce herself to future constituents.

�e Salvation Army in Jacksonville will help local families 
send their kids back to school prepared for a new school 
year. �e nonpro�t will hold a back-to-school supplies 
drive now through July 20 and is asking for help.

�e cost of school supplies can put a strain on families 
with limited resources, so local businesses, churches, groups, 
and individuals can help by hosting a collection. �e 

Salvation Army will distribute the supplies on August 3 to 
families who applied and demonstated �nancial need. 

Anyone interested in hosting a school supplies collection 
should call (904) 301-4846 or email meghan.keith@uss.
salvationarmy.org to sign up. Individuals wishing to drop 
o� supplies may do so during business hours through July 
20 at �e Salvation Army’s downtown locations at 900 W. 

Adams St. or 328 N. Ocean St. (Monday through Friday 
only at Ocean St location). 

Requested supplies include backpacks for K-12 boys 
and girls, folders, scissors, rulers, crayons, pencils, 
markers, pens, colored pencils, loose-leaf paper, glue 
sticks, composition notebooks, spiral notebooks, hand 
sanitizer, and baggies. 

The Salvation Army to hold school supplies drive for local kids in need

READY TO Sell, Rent or Price 
YOUR HOME RIGHT THE FIRST TIME?

Fifteen Minutes could save you up to $500...easily!

CALL TODAY FOR A  
FREE HOME CONSULTATION

Jennifer Grunewald
BROKER ASSOCIATE

904-885-1714

904-701-3276 (Press #4) | CenterBeamRealEstate.com |  577 College Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

Katie Shoda
REALTOR®

904-608-8410

SIGN UP with our property 
management division within 
the next 60 days and get 
Property management for 
ONLY $50 per month!

2912 St. Johns Ave. Unit #2; $150,000; 1159 sqft; MLS # 926327  /  3664 Hedrick Street; $775,000; 5,025 sqft; MLS #931042  /  10550 Baymeadows Rd #709 (Coming soon!)

Periodontics  |  Dental Implants  |  Laser Procedures  
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

(904) 647-2789 . 1511 Stockton St. Jacksonville, FL . berdydentalgroup.com

We provide a high level of 
comprehensive dental care for your 

complete oral health in a comfortable, 
inviting environment.

Schedule your next 
appointment today!

Ask about our same day Crown service
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By Karen J. Rieley
Resident Community News

Due to proposed budget cuts in arts edu-
cation, including �eld trips, the Museum of 
Contemporary Art – Jacksonville, or MOCA, 
will continue to get creative in order to reach 
beyond its doors and engage young minds. 

Dedicated arts magnet schools, such as 
Central Riverside and Fishweir Elementary 
Schools, and LaVilla and Douglas Anderson 
Schools of the Arts, could see their arts 
programs cut to one day a week or lose 
arts resource teachers, thus limiting op-
portunities for exposure to the arts.

While MOCA provides arts education 
for Duval County Public School children 
as well, government cuts in arts budgets 
will present challenges for the museum, too. 

“Currently, we no longer have government 
funding to bring children in Title I schools 
to our museum,” said Nan Kavanaugh, 
director of communications and marketing. 

“Sponsorships and private funding have 
become critical.”

It was private funding in 2016 through 
a gift from J. Wayne and Delores Barr 
Weaver that allows the museum to employ 
an educator for family and children’s 
programs, and offer two flagship education 
programs. As the Weaver Educator, Anthony 
Aiuppy oversees “Voice of the People,” 
which brings fourth-graders from under-
served schools to the museum twice a year 
to write an essay about an art piece and 
record an interpretive art essay for museum 
visitors to hear, and “Art Aviators,” an 
educational initiative designed for children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
and other exceptionalities. 

In the meantime, MOCA is creatively 
working to attract visitors of all ages. For 
example, it hosts hands-on family days to 
get children into the museum, where they 
can engage with the permanent art.

�e museum recently collaborated with 
Friends of Hemming Park on a Family Day, 
and is working with the other local museums 
and the main Jacksonville Public Library 
next door. 

“We are also looking for outreach oppor-
tunities outside of downtown, such as 
satellite or pop-up art events like the one 
we hosted in Space 42 art gallery in Riverside,” 
said Kavanaugh. 

In January, the museum teamed up with 
Space 42 to host New York City artist 
Rosemarie Fiore as she did a live “smoke 
painting” performance. “We want people 
to have the opportunity to experience 
contemporary art outside of our downtown 
walls,” Kavanaugh said.

Exposing youth to contemporary art in 
an educational format isn’t brand-new to 
the 94-year-old museum. Since 2009, MOCA 
has had a �ourishing relationship between 
its artists and scholars and the University 
of North Florida students, faculty and sta�.

“MOCA provides UNF with a learning 
laboratory in which ideas important to our 
time and place can be explored,” said MOCA’s 
new director, Caitlín Doherty. “�at vitality, 
sense of exploration and curiosity drive 
artists and scholars alike and serve as a 
bridge back to our Jacksonville community 
as a whole.” 

Doherty sees the challenge of deepening 
the relationship between UNF and downtown 
Jacksonville as an opportunity for growth 
that will attract new audiences to the museum. 

 The museum is making strides in in-
creasing UNF student and faculty involvement 
beyond merely taking field trips to the 
museum. As one example, more UNF art 
classes are actually based at the museum. 

UNF’s gallery space in the museum is 
coordinated by regionally-known artist and 
art teacher Jim Draper. He works with UNF 
faculty who guide students in creating their 
own art shows in the museum. 

“Our goal is to have students understand 
all aspects of creating art,” Kavanaugh said. 

“While not every student will become a 
well-known artist, with exposure to all 
aspects of the arts, a student may end up 
curating art, funding the arts, loaning art 
from a personal collection and appreciating 
art, in general.”

In 2014, MOCA added a student-in-res-
idence program with separate studio space. 
The student works with a curator, directs 
the installation team in hanging the student’s 
art and has the opportunity to interact 
with the public who comes to view the 
student art.

UNF students can also work in a paid 
position as MOCA ambassadors. �ey are 
the �rst point of contact for visitors at the 
guest relations desk and throughout the 
museum. �e program is open to all UNF 
graduate and undergraduate students who 
have a passion for museums, art history, 
and contemporary art.

Gabbi Bautista is a public relations major 
at UNF. Bautista, who graduated from Douglas 
Anderson School of the Arts, appreciates the 
opportunity to interconnect arts and media 
and hopes to put her high school art skills 
to use in working with the media as a public 
relations professional someday. 

“It is a very fun job,” Bautista said. “People 
o�en tell me how nice it is to have someone 
in the museum to talk to them about our 
works of art.”

�e museum also o�ers internships to 
UNF students. Interns are exposed to art 
and art history, art education, the museum 
profession, and public programming.

MOCA is the perfect setting for art 
students as it is “self-curating,” according 

to Kavanaugh, explaining that it researches, 
collects, documents and creates its own 
exhibitions, rather than renting art shows 
like many museums choose to do. 

Conversely, the museum’s first sculp-
ture-only exhibition, “A Dark Place of 
Dreams,” will travel to Charleston, S. 
Carolina, after it closes here Sept. 9. The 
monochromatic assemblages of Louise 
Nevelson (1899-1988), one of the pioneering 
American sculptors of the 20th century, 
will stand alongside three contemporary 
artists: Chakaia Booker, Lauren Fensterstock 
and Kate Gilmore.

“For those living in or nearby downtown, 
a visit to MOCA can provide a transfor-
mational experience through the arts but, 
short of that, you can just enjoy a great 
meal, send your kids to a fun art camp or 
be entertained by a special film in the 
auditorium,” said Charles Gilman, outgoing 
board president. He will pass the torch 
to Rick Hawthorne, attorney at Driver, 
McAfee, Peek & Hawthorne, as the in-
coming board president.

Museum shop closing 
for new retail venture

 Taking a step toward downtown revi-
talization, the museum is partnering with 
Troy Spurlin, owner of the 5 Points retail 
store Generation Us, to transition the 
museum shop to create a contemporary 
retail destination retail.

A larger initiative includes redevelopment 
of the lobby to make the museum’s first 
floor an open community space and to 
bring more people downtown, according 
to Doherty.

Spurlin, who also owns Troy Spurlin 
Interiors in Riverside, served as MOCA’s 
director of marketing and special events 
from 2004 to 2007. He decided to open a 
second retail store to be part of the focus 
on stimulating downtown commerce.

After the closing sale, which runs through 
July 14, the MOCA Shop will close for 
renovations, with an anticipated opening 
to kick off the fall exhibition season.

Public school budget cuts present 
opportunities, challenges for 
downtown museum

UNF student Gabbi Bautista with Nan Kavanaugh, director of communications and marketing

The Museum of Contemporary Art at Hemming Park

Any residential service 
call or duct cleaning.

Excludes �lters. Must present coupon. Valid 
only with coupon. Not valid with any other 

o�er. Maximum discount 50% of total service. 
Expires 7/31/2018
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Serving Jacksonville for 55 years
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WORKING TOGETHER.
WORKING FOR YOU.

The Law Firm of Pajcic and Pajcic takes great pride in being able to give back
to our community.  The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom
not only benefits our seriously injured clients, but other deserving members
of our community that the law firm cares so much about. 

There's nothing better
than dogs, babies and a
Jaguar football player.
They were all on hand 
as the Pajcics made 
donations for important
causes in our community.
Jags kicker Josh Lambo
won a closest to the pin contest
at the Pajcic yard golf event last
month, so the Pajcics offered
$6,000 to Josh’s charity of choice.
He selected the Fur Sisters  
Furever Urs Rescue, Inc, a nokill
dog shelter in Jacksonville Beach.
That’s where Josh and his wife got their rescue named Lana a
few months ago. Josh said he was grateful for the opportunity
Pajcic & Pajcic gave him, and since the FUR sisters meant so
much to his family, choosing the local rescue was the perfect

fit. Also, The Pajcic Firm pledged to match every donation and
all prizes won at the golf event for Jacksonville Area Legal Aid,
so JALA got a $6,000 check as well. Helen Nicholson and her
baby were representing The Pajcic Family Foundation and
Michael Pajcic was representing the law firm. JALA's Jim
Kowalski was there, as well. In all, the Pajcic golf event raised
more than $150,000 for legal aid. 

Michael Pajcic thoroughly
enjoyed reading to pre
kindergarten students at
North Shore Elementary
School. He read them a
book about what to expect
next year when they are in
kindergarten. It is all part of Jax Kids Book Club supported by
the Pajcic Firm. The organization encourages kids to read and
supplies them with books and other materials with the hopes
that they develop a lifelong love of reading. 

BEST   SERVICE |  EXPERIENCE |  RESULTS

P&P 10x16 July_Pajcic Res Ad_Layout 1  6/21/18  9:22 AM  Page 1
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North Florida School of Special 
Education combines dinner and 
craft cocktails with a local twist

Capitalizing on the popularity of  its urban 
farm, Berry Good Farms, the North Florida 
School of Special Education launched a new 
“farm to cocktail” dinner series June 15 at 
Manifest Distilling. 

The benefit celebrated the farm, the 
students of the school’s micro-enterprises, 
and community partnerships with the 
release of 128 bottles of a bespoke Ginger 
Citrus Vodka made using Kaffir lime leaves, 
ginger root, and a small portion of Florida 
citrus to create a unique, distilled vodka 
found only at the downtown distillery. For 

the hip Asian-inspired dinner, Berry Good 
Farm’s Chef Brett Swearingen teamed up 
with Chef Dennis Chan of Blue Bamboo 
to serve the 75 guests a unique repast in 
an intimate setting.
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Ann Atkins, Rina Park, Sally 
Hazelip, Claude and Sheila Collier

Matt Clark and Mac Bracewell Trey and Christian Mills Anna Heise with Tracy Arthur

Kristen and Tom Majdanics

Dr. Ross and Jean Krueger

Trey and Christian Mills Anna Heise with Tracy Arthur

Jay Fund draws support from 
celebrities at signature fundraiser
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Sunshine, Carmen and 
Precious Townsend

Valerie de la Torre with 
Bonnie Solloway and Pam Joiner

Tommy and Judi Zitiello 
with Janine Nolan

Joe and Caryn Carreiro with 
Eric and Chavet MasonDr. Fabir and Nicole Mody

Art, music create beautiful memories for 25 yearsFunk and Zitiello champion hope for two great causes

Two great causes – pancreatic cancer research at the Mayo Clinic and the JT Townsend 
Foundation –  bene�ted from one spectacular gala and golf tournament when the Funk-
Zitiello Foundation held its 2nd Annual Champions of Hope Gala and Golf Classic June 
15 at TPC Sawgrass.

“JT was the most impactful person I have ever met in my life,” said PGA golfer Fred Funk, 
referring to JT Townsend, an Episcopal High football player who su�ered a spinal cord injury 
on the �eld in 2004 and passed away in 2013. “�en when Judi [Zitiello, a four-year survivor] 
came down with pancreatic cancer, we realized we really needed to get this thing going.”

�e two-day event raised more than $618,000, topping last year’s amount by $18,000. Tom and Kristina McManus
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North Florida School of Special 
Education combines dinner and 
craft cocktails with a local twist

Ann Atkins, Rina Park, Sally 
Hazelip, Claude and Sheila Collier

Tad Dickman and Spencer Wickenden 
with Sydney Foran and Max Zaun

Madison Shelly and Sarah Morris with 
Mandy Gerhardt and Kevin Klevenz

R E G I S T E R

Dr. Ross and Jean Krueger

Steve Wickersham and Glenna Veiga 
with Susan and John Bunker

Diane Hale and 
Charlie Parker

Linda Cooper and 
Shelton Hull

R E G I S T E RR E G I S T E R

Jay Fund draws support from 
celebrities at signature fundraiser

�e 23rd Annual Tom Coughlin Jay Fund 
Celebrity Golf Classic and Dinner raised 
well over half a million dollars to help local 
families tackling childhood cancer. The 
two-day event, held May 20-21 at TPC 
Sawgrass, drew dozens of sports and enter-
tainment celebrities such as Supermodel Kim 
Alexis, ESPN sportscasters Chris Berman, 
Chris Mortensen and Sean McDonough, 
former Jacksonville Jaguars mascot Curtis 
Dvorak, and local sports anchor Dan Hicken, 
and many others.

�e signature event became the foundation 
on which the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund was 
built. When this annual tradition began in 
1996 it raised $51,600. �is year the event 
brought in $588,000 from the tournament 
of 160 golfers and from the more than 450 
guests who attended the one-of-a-kind dinner 
and auction the evening before, where they 
honored local families tackling cancer. 

Dr. Fabir and Nicole Mody

Art, music create beautiful memories for 25 years

In celebration of the Riverside Fine Arts Association’s 25th Anniversary, a black tie-op-
tional gala was held June 9 at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, where 60 guests 
from all over Jacksonville enjoyed a cocktail reception and dinner, musical performances, 
and a silent auction featuring the artwork of Jacksonville artists.

�e nonpro�t was founded in 1993 by Dr. Ross Krueger, Lorraine Roettges, Ted Pappas, 
Dr. David Moomaw and John F. Gaillard to o�er local, national and international performers 
and small musical ensembles the opportunity to perform in the unique setting of the Riverside-
based church where the recent bene�t was held. �e associations o�ers six concerts a year 
and funds Project Listen, a free music outreach program in the public schools.

Funk and Zitiello champion hope for two great causes

Tom and Kristina McManus

Brooke and Fernando Acosta-Rua

Nancy and Gary Chartrand

Steve and Gerri Spurrier
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Comprehensive Care Is Now
More Convenient.
North Jacksonville is home to the region’s newest medical complex, 
o�ering a wide range of leading-edge services, including:    

UF Health North brings high-quality care to more residents of Northeast 
Florida and Southeast Georgia.

   · A new 92-bed hospital with 
all-private rooms

   · An adult and pediatric 
emergency room open 24/7

   · An outpatient surgery center

   · More than 20 UF Health 
specialty practices

   · Outpatient imaging, lab and 
other diagnostic services

   · A midwife-led birth center      
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An opening night reception was held 
June 6 at The Cummer Museum of Art and 
Gardens for a new display, “Azaleas to 
Zinnias: A Floral Exhibition,” which supports 
restoration of the Riverside museum’s 
gardens damaged by Hurricane Irma. 

It was the largest Jacksonville Artists 
Guild participation ever, according to Tim 
Baker, JAG president. Sixty-four artists 
presented work for consideration in the 
exhibit; eight pieces were selected to hang 
at the Cummer and 34 pieces are on display 
at Berdy Dental Group. 

The artists’ works displayed at the 
Cummer include Susan Astleford of 
Epping Forest, awarded Best in Show; 
Lynn Matyi of Avondale, who received 
the Judges Recognition Award; Ron 
Episcopo of Riverside, Helen Ashmead 
of St. Nicholas, Julie Giuliani of Ortega 
Farms, Mary Sumner of Ortega, Pamela 
Walker Hart of Ponte Vedra Beach, and 
Reggie Przybysz of Riverside.

“Gardens really have become enduring 
symbols of hope and beauty, which seem 

Floral art exhibit bene�ts Cummer garden restoration

Brett and Debbie Cantrell with Jane Arnold (center)

John Hurtibise with Ric Goodman and his 
granddaughter, Ryan Brooke Goodman

Exhibit Co-chair Cookie Davis 
with Jean Dodd

to be in such perpetual need in this world. 
We are very thankful for what the Cummer 
does here, it’s greatly appreciated,” said 
Baker as he presented a check to Dr. Nelda 
Damiano, Cummer Curator, for the Garden 
Restoration Fund.

Visitors to the dessert reception at Berdy 
Dental, 1511 Stockton St., cast ballots for 

“Fan Favorite,” which was awarded to Doug 
Johnson, a Deerwood resident and retired 
radiation oncologist.

Drs. Cary and 
Christian Berdy

Glenn Jones and Ron Episcopo, exhibit chair

Mary Sumner  
and Liz Broxton

Floral art exhibit bene�ts Cummer garden restorationFloral art exhibit bene�ts Cummer garden restoration

Brett and Debbie Cantrell with Jane Arnold (center)

SECLUDED SAN JOSE HOME  $324,000
Professionally remodeled 3BR/2.5BA home with 1,963SF 

located on a private drive.  Numerous updates & upgrades!
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ORTEGA RIVERFRONT          $525,000
Meticulously maintained and updated 3BR/3BA 2,723SF

pool home!  Bring your boat & jet ski and prepare to enjoy!

LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

2-STORY POOL HOME ON .5 ACRE!      $299,000
Rural living minutes from I-295! 4BR/2.5 BA home with

2,597 SF and a sparkling pool in privacy-fenced back yard!
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HISTORIC RIVERSIDE GEM              $299,000
Unlimited potential for a stunning restoration!  3BR/2BA,

1908 home or office, zoned CRO, walk to everything!

BART COLBERT 472-4018

AVONDALE AVENUE BEAUTY  $650,000
Stunning, newer custom home in Historic neighborhood.

3,274SF 4BR/3BA with every detail imaginable!

LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

WALK TO STOCKTON ELEMENTARY!      $425,000
Gorgeous all brick 2,742SF, 4BR/3BA home just a half
block from Stockton School!  New roof, HVAC & more!

LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

TIAA Bank® is a division of TIAA, FSB.
©2018 TIAA, FSB. 18ERM5095. TIAA, FSB NMLS ID: 399805

Contact me to learn more about
home financing options 904-465-4987

William Milne
Senior Residential Mortgage Lender
william.milne@TIAABank.com

TIAABank.com/wmilne
NMLS ID #648915
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�e Jacksonville Alumnae Panhellenic 
Association (JAPA) held its annual Spring 
Luncheon at Marsh Landing Country Club 
May 19, celebrating 104 years of providing 
assistance to local graduating high school 
seniors who will continue their education. 

Four students were selected on the 
basis of recommendations, grade point 
averages, high school activities, community 
involvement, and need. Each recipient 
was sponsored by a current JAPA member.  

Ariane Canlas, a senior at Paxon School 
for Advanced Studies, was sponsored by 
JAPA member Rebecca Russo. Canlas, the 
daughter of Shaine and Armando Canlas, 
plans to attend the University of North Florida.

Emily McCarthy, a senior at Fleming 
Island High School, was sponsored by 
JAPA members Hope Diamantis and Kari 
Hooks. McCarthy, the daughter of Karen 
and Peter McCarthy, has chosen to enroll 
in Florida State University.

Katherine Begley, sponsored by JAPA 
member Joanne Caraway, is the daughter of 
Ellen and Steve Bagley of Ortega Forest. She 
will be attending the University of Tennessee.

Sara Himebauch, who plans to attend 
the University of South Carolina, is the 

Front: Martha VanDerMallie, Mary Cumella, Emily  McCarthy, Ariane Canlas, Wendy Mueller; 
back: Rebecca Russo, Karen McCarthy, Donna Libal, Shaine Canlas, Joanne Caraway

daughter  of  Catherine Kirkpatrick and 
Chris Himebauch. She was sponsored by 
Martha VanDerMallie of San Marco.

Neither Begley nor Himebauch were able 
to attend the luncheon as their graduation 
from �e Episcopal School of Jacksonville 
was held at the same time.

Mary Cumella of Riverside and Wendy 
Mueller of Murray Hill were the co-chairs 
of JAPA’s Scholarship Committee this year.

Following the presentation of scholar-
ships, installation of newly-elected JAPA 
officers included Brandy Hibbard, pres-
ident; Patricia Lawrence, vice president, 
and Holli Hiltbrand, recording secretary. 
Riverside resident Jayne Jett, treasurer, 
and Kayla Gothier, corresponding secretary, 
will be installed at a later date.

Sara Himebauch Katherine Begley

Jacksonville chapter of national sorority 
association awards scholarships

‘Celebrities’ don aprons 
to serve homeless,  
help stomp out hunger

�e 24th annual Miracle on Ashley Street 
Celebrity Servers luncheon held May 18 
at the Clara White Mission commandeered 
an army of 160 celebrity servers and 50 
volunteers to make and serve food at 46 
stations to more than 1,300 homeless and 
food-insecure people.

“When we say ‘celebrity,’ that can be 
anyone with a willingness to help. We 
usually have congressional members, 
senators, City Councilmembers, someone 
from the Mayor’s office, if not the Mayor, 
and community leaders,” said Rosa 
Nichols, Clara White Mission’s marketing 
director.  “Many companies will send 
their CEO, their directors, managers 
within their organizations to donate 30 
minutes of their time to serve food. Any 
time you stand behind our lines and 
assist with stomping out hunger, you are 
a celebrity.”

Hosted by Richard Nunn, WJXT 
Channel 4 Meteorologist, the event 
featured Chartwells Chef William Ratley 
and Training Chef Keith Smith, who 
were responsible for providing three of 
the dishes from a menu which included 
seven types of entrees, a dozen sides, 
desserts and lemonade.

�e three-hour bene�t raised $67,000, 
and title sponsors were Citi and the Delores 
Barr Weaver Fund.

Jane Buttermore, Beth Tramel and  
Chartwells Executive Chef Will Ratley

Chief Brian Kee, Councilmen Jim Love 
and Matt Schellenberg

State Representative Tracy Davis with  
Seth Williams, publisher of The Resident
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BLOOMREALTY.COM  |  904-701-0096  |  1107 MARGARET STREET JACKSONVILLE FL, 32204

AVONDALE  .  RIVERSIDE  .  SAN MARCO  .  ORTEGA  .  SPRINGFIELD  .  MURRAY HILL

HISTORIC  HOME  SPECIALISTS

$539,000
3019  Herschel St, 32205
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2200 sq.ft

$389,000
2847 Park St, 32205

3 Bed | 1.5 Bath | 1636 sq.ft

$429,000
3725 Pine St, 32205

3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1200 sq.ft

UNDER

CONTRACT

Established 1981 • DMS7-G

904.387.4814
www.bwmarineconstruction.com

Dock Repairs
New Construction
Piling Repair & Replacement
Bulkheads
Boat Li Experts
Gazebos & Nature Walks
DDock and Bulkhead 
Inspections

“We Build e Best 
and Fix e Rest”
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Four local celebrity teams competed 
against each other to win the Lip Sync for 
Lungs Live Battle and raise more than 
$57,000 for the American Lung Association 
May 18 at  Friday Musicale. 

More than 150 supporters in attendance 
cheered on winner Gonzalo Mejia, sales 
manager at Watson Realty Corp.’s San 
Jose office.

When asked about his experience, 
Mejia said, “I decided to participate in 
the Lip Sync for Lungs as an opportunity 
to help other who suffer from lung 
diseases. Through my efforts to raise 
awareness and educate others about 
these health issues, a friend of mine felt 
touched by them and decided to quit 
smoking. For me that is the best reward 
I could have gotten from participating. 
That is the real win.” 

Other contestants included Orangetheory 
Fitness Head Trainer and Studio Manager 

Bryant Bass and Matthew Malone; Jessica 
Morgan, Communications Director of 
Jacksonville Moms Blog with special guests 
Vicky Lane and Megan Kilis, as well as 
Kendall Fordham, Financial Advisor at 
Raymond James, accompanied by special 
guest AJ Cann of the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

Event sponsors included Nemours 
Children’s Specialty Care, �e PQH Group, 
Crowley Maritime Corporation, �e Main 
Street America Group, Duval Motor 
Company, Watson Realty San Marco, Eric 
and Lori Holshouser of Buchanan Ingersoll, 
& Rooney PC, Selphi Eco Salon, �e CSI 
Companies, Cunningham Jewelers, Inc, 
Legacy Ale Works, Carve Vodka, Sight and 
Sound Productions, and PRP Wines.

All proceeds from the event will go to 
�e American Lung Association mission 
of saving lives by improving lung health 
and preventing lung disease, through re-
search, education and advocacy.

Mike and Pam Korn, Kelley and Tim Strong, Marc Mayo, Eric Holshouser,  
Anne Mayo, Lori Holshouser, Mike and Erin Lufkin

Jacksonville residents compete in lip 
sync battle to support lung health

Elijah Cabler (center) won �rst place in the Key 
Auto Company Junior Anglers competition 
and the Inshore Slam winners were Eddie 
Cabler (left) and Brian Dutcher (right).

Five of the nine Junior Anglers who placed  
in the competition show o� their prizes.

Clay Roberts Memorial Inshore Slam 
Tournament Founders Terry and 

Gary Roberts with daughter Casey

Annual memorial �shing 
tournament a success; 
scholarship awarded

The 11th Annual Clay Roberts Memorial 
Inshore Slam Tournament sponsored by 
American Electrical Contracting and the 
Key Auto Company Junior Angler 
Tournament welcomed 93 registered 
fishermen to Beach Marine June 16. 

Forty-five teams, including junior 
anglers, weighed in fish. Fifteen slams 
(one flounder, red and trout each) weighed 
in, with the top prize of $1,500 going to 
Eddie Cabler and Brian Dutcher, whose 
catch weighed in at a near-record 15.11 
pounds. First place category winners were 
Leroy Holloway (7.01 lb. red), Larry Finch 
(5.05 lb. trout) and Ryan Hall (5.35 lb. 
flounder), who each received $1,000.

The junior angler winner was Elijah 
Cabler with a red weighing 5.96 pounds.

In River Or Ocean, the foundation 
started by Gary, Terry and Casey Roberts 
in 2008 in memory of son and brother, 
Clay, announced that the 11th Clay Roberts 

Memorial Scholarship was awarded to 
Connor Sidman, a graduating senior at 
Bishop Kenny. Sidman was selected by 
the Scholarship Committee as the student 
who best emulated Clay’s spirit and values. 
Sidman fished in the tournament along 
with three other past scholarship winners, 
Hunter Parry, Will Parry and Natalie Hart.
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Wednesday, July 4th
Fireworks at 9:20pm

Gates open at 5:00pm

Live Entertainment . Kids Zone
Food Trucks . No Pets Please

Paid for by Clay County TDC Tax Fund

FREE ADMISSION

Featuring 

Clark 
Hill

AMERICAN PRIDE 
4TH OF JULY
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Nearly 200 Orangetheory Fitness members, 
and Volunteers in Medicine volunteers 
and donors participated in a series of  

“Charity Burns” April 24-May 2 at locations 
throughout Northeast Florida. The col-
laborative fundraising initiative was spear-
headed by Leslie Gordon, Volunteers in 
Medicine’s April Woman With Heart.

Held in seven locations for a week, par-
ticipants walked, ran and rowed, burning 
more than 70,000 calories and nearly 3,000 

“splat” points. A “splat” point is earned every 
minute a participant keeps their heart rate 
at 84 percent or higher – the theory behind 
the “splat” point was scienti�cally proven 
to keep fat burning over a longer period of 
time post-workout.   

Orangetheory Fitness owners Leslie and 
George Baccash and Rick and Donna 
Fenchel believe in the importance of giving 
back to the communities where their 
members live, work and play. Acknowledging 

that “community” is one of the company’s 
core values, they have embedded it in their 
business model by donating dollars for 
splat points earned to several community 
nonpro�t partners.

The Fenchels and the Baccashes joined 
Volunteers in Medicine CEO Mary Pat 
Corrigan and 2018 April Woman With 
Heart Leslie Gordon to celebrate the 
amazing partnership with the presentation 
of a check totaling more than $5,000 from 
the seven “Charity  Burn” events . 
Orangetheory Fitness members stepped 
up to the match challenge, donating ad-
ditional dollars for “splat” points earned 
for a grand total of nearly $10,000.  

Women With Heart are an exclusive and 
select group of Northeast Florida women 
recognized annually by Volunteers in 
Medicine for their leadership, philanthropy 
and service to the community at the orga-
nization’s signature fundraising luncheon.

Charity Burn raises nearly $10,000 
for Volunteers in Medicine

George and Leslie Baccash, Leslie Gordon, Mary Pat Corrigan, Donna and Rick Fenchel

Small charity 
with mighty  
swing serves up 
‘cure to ace cancer’

Eight years ago, three members of the 
Deerwood community came together 
with the desire to help “serve up a cure” 
for cancer and started a charity tennis 
tournament in 2011, raising $15,000 in 
that inaugural year.

This year’s event, held June 8-10 at 
Deerwood Country Club, included two 
night of socializing and two days of 
tennis competition.

The annual event supports the Ellie 
Kavalieros DIPG Pediatric Brain Cancer 
Research Fund, Community Hospice & 
Palliative Care and �e Gabriel House of 
Care. Last year each received $10,000 from 
the tennis tournament.

Serving Up A Cure founders Brian 
Monroe, Bill Sharp and Tom Gable have 
raised and given away over $210,000 in 
total to local cancer treatment and re-
search organizations.

Serving Up A Cure founders Bill Sharp, Tom 
Gable and Brian Monroe

Rayhana Goll, Kendall Taylor, Shylo Kline and 
Carol Cha�n

Buy With Con�dence. List with Success.

$585,000 
1840 Seminole Rd.

$299,000  |  4278 Rapallo Rd

$339,000 
4250 Oristano Rd

$565,000
4618 Apache Ave

Motivated Seller, new additon master suite/full bath, updated kitchen

$389,500
4997 Arapahoe Ave.

904-527-2525 | www.JanieBoyd.com

• Massage
• Facials, Waxing, Tinting
• Spa Treatments
• Workshops
• Yoga Classes

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

3620 St. Johns Ave.
904.388.5688

www.SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items, 
made with Organic Ingredients!

Seashore Roll – 
Shrimp tempura, 

real crab, avocado, 
topped with fresh tuna, 

scallops dynamite, 
jalapeῆo and spicy sauce

Great Beer, Wine 
and Sake Selection

Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!
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Drawing interest from many local 
residents, a quarter-scale replica of the 
CSS H.L. Hunley submarine was on display 
June 16 at the Museum of Southern History, 
4304 Herschel St.

Among the visitors were Florida Congress-
man Jay Fant and his son, Jack, who dropped 
by to check out the exhibit, tour the museum 
and enjoy barbecue. Fishweir Park resident 
Monica Schramer brought her sons, Evan 
and Brendan, to what she said is one of their 
favorite local museums.

In addition to the submarine on display, 
members of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Kirby-Smith Camp 1209 and the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy 
Martha Reid 19 wore period attire and 
provided oral history about �e War Between 
the States. 

�e original Hunley was built in Mobile, 
Alabama by Horace Lawson Hunley to �ght 
the Union blockade of Charleston’s harbor 
in 1863. �e crew hand-cranked a propeller 
to power the 40-foot-long cra�, which had 
only a candle and a compass to guide them. 

Civil War submarine 
highlights historic battles

�e cra� sank during its test run in August 
1863, killing �ve crew members. It sank 
again in October 1863, killing all eight 
crew, including Hunley. A�er the Feb. 17, 
1864 attack on the USS Housatonic, the 
Hunley sank for the third time, along with 
all eight crewmen.

�e barbecue sale, along with a bake sale 
and book sale, raised nearly $1,500 to 
�nance expansion and renovation, according 
to Evelyn Wright, a museum volunteer who 
organized the event with board member 
Ben Willingham.

Jay Fant and his son, Jack, peruse drawings of 
the interior of the CSS Hunley.

Sons of the Confederacy, Kirby Smith Camp 1209: John Ru�, Frank Marjenjo�, John Carson, Chris 
Bunton and Kim Ho�ecker

When IGY Marinas – the management 
company for the Lakeside-based Marina 
at Ortega Landing – sought a local nonpro�t 
for its worldwide service day project, one 
of its boating clients recommended �e 
Sanctuary on 8th Street.

Leslie Jones, a longtime San Marco 
resident and realtor, was on the founding 
board of the Spring�eld-based nonpro�t, 
which provides a�erschool, summer school 
and homeschool programs. A slip holder 
at the marina for her 42-foot catamaran, 
Now & Zen, which o�ers sailing charters 
on the St. Johns River, Jones suggested the 
Sanctuary to Cam Melangton, the marina’s 
general manager.

Once a post office, The Sanctuary’s 
88-year-old building needed a good 
sprucing up on the exterior, so Melangton 
and 14 others – including five staff and 
nine volunteers from the marina’s boating 

community – power washed the building 
and sidewalk, repainted the front of the 
building in lavender and green, and in-
stalled tropical-themed stained-glass vinyl 
graphics on boarded-up windows. Fresh 
mulch was also placed around trees at 
the “Giving Day” event.

“June 9th was a day that IGY Marinas all 
came together to support a greater cause in 
their communities, and we are thrilled to 
have the opportunity to help �e Sanctuary 
on 8th Street improve the charity’s branding 
and curb appeal,” said Melangton. “It was 
amazing to hear the cars honking and people 
yelling to thank us while we were working 

– it just gave everyone such a great feeling.”
In addition to nearly 100 manhours in 

volunteer labor, the Marina at Ortega Landing 
donated nearly $3,000 in paint, mulch and 
window graphics, plus a check for $500 to 
fund summer school supplies at �e Sanctuary.

Marina sta� and boaters from The Marina at Ortega Landing donated material, labor and a 
check for $500 to The Sanctuary on 8th Street.

ARMY VETERAN

JURIS DOCTORATE WITH HONORS - UF

EXTENSIVE TRIAL EXPERIENCE

EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY  
IN MANY LEGAL FIELDS

MEMBER CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY

MEMBER JACKSONVILLE  
WOMEN LAWYER’S ASSOCIATION

FORMER VICE PRESIDENT  OF  
JACKSONVILLE MIRACLE LEAGUE 

MEMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
HOPE HAVE LEGAL CLINIC

MEMBER JACKSONVILLE BAR ASSOCIATION

A+ RATING BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

BUSINESS OWNER

Gerald Wilkerson
For Duval County Judge

Experience makes  
all the di�erence

VoteWilkerson.com
Paid political advertisement, committee to elect  

Gerald Wilkerson for Duval County Judge, Group 3

Sanctuary on 8th gets fresh 
look, funds from local marina

(904) 477-4266

Bonnie K. Brady, GRI
BROKER ASSOCIATE

bonniebrady@watsonrealtycorp.com

4318 Melrose Ave
Wonderful home with guest cottage.  

4 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home with  
a 1 bedroom, 1 bath cottage.  
Priced to sell at $395,000.

4220 Melrose Ave
UNDER CONTRACT IN 4 DAYS!

Contact me 
today to 

learn more!
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An artists’ reception was held June 6 at 
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church for its 
newest exhibit, this one honoring the 
mentor/mentee relationship among artists. 

The show features the art of seven well-
known Jacksonville artists, all of whom 
have contributed to the growth of the art 
community. Each work is paired with that 
of a mentee who the artists feel embodies 
the concept of absorbing the learning 
experiences and then synthesizes a new 
direction in their own art. 

The paired artists include University of 
North Florida professor Louise Freshman 
Brown with Anna Reynolds-Patterson, 
adjunct instructor Jim Draper with Laura 
Schwenn, and associate professor Nofa 
Dixon with Cole Collier; Paul Ladnier, 
retired from UNF, with Tonya Lee; Brian 
Frus, associate professor at Jacksonville 
University, with Maria Beaty; Dustin 
Harewood, professor at FSCJ, Kent Campus, 
and Joanne Cellar, and Jim Smith, visual 

Mentoring artists display 
works at church gallery

Joanne Cellar with mentor Dustin Harewood

arts instructor at The Bolles School, with 
Sarah Peyton. 

The exhibit, at 4001 Hendricks Ave., 
runs through the end of August, and 
includes paintings, sculptures, collages, 
ceramics and glass. For more information, 
call (904) 396-7745.

Louise Freshman Brown with her mentee, 
Anna Reynolds-Patterson

Laura Schwenn with mentor Jim Draper

Nonpro�t gathers to 
celebrate with suds  
and diaper donations 

Supporters of Emergency Pregnancy 
Services came out for the 44-year-old 
Riverside-based nonprofit’s fundraising 
event May 23.

Live music provided an enjoyable back-
ground for guests as they browsed silent 
auction items, and enjoyed a brew and light 
hors d’oeuvres a�er donating a package of 
diapers at the “Beer for Life” event.

Since 1974, EPS has offered options 
counseling for pregnant teens and women, 
adoption and post-abortion support, as 
well as maternity and infant clothing, 
diapers, formula and other nursery items.

Mike and Janine Ondina

Autumn Martinage, Patricia Cronk, Brooke Acosta-Rua, Margaret Cavin

Ellie King, Sandra Duggan, Ruthie Simmons, 
Ben Simmons

Lucy and Phil Bravo with Stephen Turner and 
Kevin Mooneyhan

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE  
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES 
SUCH AS:

  Broken Pipes        Damaged Faucets 
  Leaks        Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks   
  Broken or Overflowing Toilets

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
  Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping       Emergency Plumbing Services
  Water Heater Service & Installation       Sewer & Drain Service
  Drain Cleaning/Stoppages       Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

$25.00 OFF Get $25 OFF your service.
Call any Weekday in .

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy! 
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. 
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.  
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires  3 , 2018.

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL  •  PERSONALIZED SERVICE

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.net
STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

www.A-Coin.com  |  904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, Florida

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

CURRENTLY 
ACCEPTING 
JEWELRY 
& WATCHES
Bring in your loose diamonds and all 
diamond jewelry, watches, antique and 
modern firearms, precious metals, rare 
stamps and other collectibles today. 
An honest estimate may just put some 
cash in your pocket.

& WATCHES
Bring in your loose diamonds and all 
diamond jewelry, watches, antique and 
modern firearms, precious metals, rare 
stamps and other collectibles today. 
An honest estimate may just put some 

*WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY.
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Nearly four dozen volunteers representing 
nine groups gathered early on June 2 at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, at the corner of 
Park Street and McDu� Avenue, to bag 
12,500 pounds of potatoes for 13 area food 
banks and agencies. 

�e event, the 1st Annual Neena Eisenberg 
Potato Drop, was organized by Sam Eisenberg, 
whose wife of 66 years, Cornelia “Neena,” 
passed away March 4. Members of Avondale 
United Methodist Church for 24 years, the 
couple had been involved with the Society 
of St Andrew since 2002, helping glean 
unneeded harvests for use by local food 
banks. Sam, who is a member of the Men’s 
Garden Club, wanted to honor his wife’s 
memory by establishing what he hopes will 
become an annual event.

�e potatoes, along with some lemons 
and some onions, came from UF Test Field 
(IFAS) in Hastings and from Feeding 

Resident honors wife’s memory with project to �ll food banks
Northeast Florida, and were delivered in 
nine bins to Trinity’s parking lot the evening 
prior. A�er getting bagged in 3-lb. and 10-lb. 
plastic bags, the produce was picked up by 
food agencies who had committed to receiving 
the potatoes, including the Trinity Food 
Bank, which accepted 2,000 pounds’ worth. 
Eisenberg’s original goal was 40,000 pounds, 
but there were not enough commitments 
for that amount.

�e Society of St. Andrew was formed in 
1979 in Virginia as an intentional community 
of two families called to life and ministry 
together in Christ. It has grown into an 
ecumenical, nonpro�t dedicated to leading 
others into lives of Christian community 
and service. Since 1983, the Society of St. 
Andrew has salvaged fresh, nutritious 
produce from American farms – produce 
that otherwise would be le� to rot – and 
delivered it to agencies across the nation 
that serve the poor.

“When you go out into a �eld and look at 
the amount of stu� in the �eld and know 
tomorrow they’re going to plow it under, 
it’s sickening, especially when you think 
about the number of people who are going 
hungry in America,” said Larry Rood, 
Northeast Florida area coordinator for the 
Society of St. Andrew. “Our goal is to lower 
the number of pounds that are going to be 
plowed under and to lower the number of 
people who aren’t going to get food.”

�e volunteering groups were primarily 
local churches, including Trinity, Avondale 
United Methodist Church, Christ Church, 
Family Church, Celebration Church, and 
City Bible Church, as well as the Master 
Gardeners from UF, the Men’s Garden Club, 
and employees from United HealthCare. 
For more information about the Society of 
St. Andrew, visit endhunger.org.

Larry Rood, center, shows Marty Gottlieb and 
Judy Mitchell how to tie o� a 3-lb. bag after 
�lling from a bin of red potatoes. Some of the many volunteers who came to Trinity Lutheran Church June 2 to bag 12,500 pounds of potatoes.

Jim and Beth Masters work with Master Gardeners Debra McEachin and Coleen Foucht to �ll bags 
of potatoes for local food banks.

1708154

Boat insurance 
without a hitch.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm® boat insurance doesn’t cost much, but 
covers a lot – like your boat, motor and trailer. It 
also protects you and your passengers. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave

Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206

cam@camanderson.net

$50 OFF
BED BUG SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

$50 OFF
TICK SERVICE

Call for Details
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  Not 
valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

$100 OFF
“NEW” TERMIDOR® TERMITE

Elimination & Protection 
100% GUARANTEED

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

$50 OFF
“NEW” ANNUAL SERVICE (APC)

Pest Elimination & Protection  
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

$25 OFF
RODENT PROTECTION 

& PROOFING
Protect your home & family

Rodents can carry over 35 diseases
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  Not 
valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

$25 OFF
OPTION 2 OR 3 
FLEA SERVICE

New customers only. 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.
(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

Prevent Asthma, Lyme, Zika and other infectious diseases and illnesses

MOSQUITO 
SERVICE

CALL FOR DETAILS
New customers only.  

Must present coupon at time of estimate.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

FREE
LAWN SERVICE

12th Service FREE with a 1 Year 
Contract

New customers only. 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.  

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/18.

Provided by,
Document Shredding

The UPS Stores are independently owned and operated 
by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., an indirect 
subsidiary of United Parcel Service of America, Inc., a 
Delaware corporation. Services and hours of operation 
may vary by location. Copyright ©2007 Mail Boxes 
Etc., Inc. 41018560407

Get Your Shred On!

$1.00 Per Pound
1/2 pound minimum

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
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Marvin Hollis, 93, has been coming and 
going almost from the time he was born. 

Fi�een months a�er he was born Nov. 4, 
1924, his mother passed away. His siblings 

– two brothers and a sister – were 10, 13 and 
15 when he was born. He was raised by his 
grandmother until his father remarried, 
then his father died when he was 11. 

For several years, Hollis lived with various 
relatives, including an aunt and uncle who 
owned a drugstore, then with his sister 
and her husband in Colorado, then went 
back to his hometown, Texahoma, Oklahoma 
for eighth grade to live with a cousin and 
her husband, whom he helped with planting, 
plowing, and harvesting. 

His brothers bought him a horse and 
buggy to travel the two and a half miles 
back and forth to grade school, and the 
enterprising teen soon earned a contract 
with the School Board to carry drinking 
water to the country school, which had no 
well. He earned the vast sum of $4 a month. 

Although most of the local families had 
opted to send their children to the city 
school, a teacher was hired for an eight-
month contract for the country school 
during his last year there. When Hollis 
arrived the first day at the one-room 

WAY WE WERE: MARVIN GLENN HOLLIS BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

schoolhouse, he found he was the only 
eighth-grader and his sole classmate was a 
fourth-grade girl. “I was the teacher’s pet, 
valedictorian and head of the class,” he joked. 

After finishing eighth grade, Hollis 
moved into town to go to high school and 
stayed at Mrs. McDaniel’s boarding house. 

“Two or three of us slept at her house, and 
if it snowed she fed the kids from the 
school and they spent the night,” he said. 

“Sometimes there’d be four or six kids in 
a bed with you. My brothers paid her 
$13.50 a month and she fed me and washed 
and ironed my clothes. She was a mother 
to a lot of people. She was a midwife, too. 
She probably brought over 100 children 
into the world. She passed on while I was 
in the service.”

In 1941, during his junior year in high 
school a local boy had joined the Marine 
Corps and came back to town dressed in 
Marine blues. 

“I thought that was the most beautiful 
uniform I had ever seen. Therefore, I 
decided to drop out of school and join the 
Marines,” recalled Hollis about what 
eventually became a three-year circuitous 
route from Oklahoma to Murray Hill. 

“I hitchhiked the 108 miles from Texahoma 
to Amarillo, Texas to the recruiting station, 
which was at the post office. Since I was 
only 17 they said I had to have my brother 
sign for me. So, I hitchhiked back home. 
My oldest brother said he would not sign. 
But the next to the oldest said, ‘Oh hell, 
you might as well sign. He’s not going to 
amount to a hill of beans anyway.’ So, I 
hitchhiked back to Amarillo the next day, 
Nov. 25, 1941 and enlisted.” 

War was declared on Dec. 7, 1941, and 
by Jan. 2, 1942 Hollis was training on the 

rifle range in California then boarded a 
ship to “somewhere.” That “somewhere” 
happened to be Pearl Harbor. “We saw all 
the destruction. Ships were upside down. 
We thought the world was coming to an 
end. We were put on trucks with no lights 
and taken to a tent in a camp – had an 
evening meal – then were taken back to 
the harbor to work. Afterwards, we were 
separated out. There were about 300 of us 
to go to different places, and I was sent to 
Midway Island,” said Hollis. 

Eleven hundred miles from Pearl Harbor, 
Midway, a tiny atoll in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, consisted of two islands – 
Sand and Eastern. “The airstrip was on 
Sand and the rest on Eastern. I was on 
Eastern for 17 months,” Hollis said. 

“We had a telephone out�t in a dugout. We 
got a message, which was previously relayed 
from a submarine to Admiral [Chester] 
Nimitz (U.S. Paci�c Fleet Commander), that 

the Japanese were coming to bomb us. Some 
ships went out to intercept. Supplies were 
brought in. We rolled barbed wire and bound 
it together. �en someone would swim out 
and attach it o�shore.” 

In addition, the Marines built gun em-
placements, laid sandbags and shelters and 
readied themselves for the assault which 
began on June 4 and continued until June 
7, 1942.  “�ey blew up our water supply 
and our mess hall,” he said. 

A�er his time at Midway, for which he 
has received many accolades, certi�cates 
and recognitions, Hollis ended up back in 
Pearl Harbor, then tiny Eniwetok Atoll and 
Guam until the end of the war. While at 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, Hollis 
had hitchhiked to Jacksonville a few times 
to visit his sister who had “married a guy 
who worked for the Jacksonville Journal 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37

Marvin and Isabel Hollis 
with daughter, Jan

Marvin Hollis and Sandy Bahret
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newspaper,” so, in 1944 at age 21, he stuck 
out his thumb in Oklahoma and headed east. 

“I had money in my shoes, cap and several 
pockets,” laughed Hollis, as he recalled that 
adventure. “I made it to Shreveport, but 
couldn’t catch a ride, so I dozed a while at a 
�lling station, then a car passed with only 
one person in it. I said a bad word, but he 
turned around and came back. He asked if I 
could drive. He was an Army o�cer and was 
a bit drunk. He gave me his billfold to buy 
gas, fed me, then I caught a ride in a truck 
to Jacksonville. I only lacked a credit and a 
half to �nish high school, so I went to school 
on Duval Street and for $21 got my diploma, 
then I was o� to the University of Florida.” 

A�er a few misstarts, on the recommen-
dation of a professor Hollis decided on a 
degree in agriculture, graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in 1949. In the meantime, 
while in Jacksonville on a visit, he met a 
young woman at the Rexall Drug Store on 
Edgewood Avenue – Isabel Watkins. 

“She was from Jacksonville; her folks lived 
on Gilmore Street in Riverside. I don’t know 
what possessed me. I just fell in love,” he 

said. �e couple married Dec. 22, 1946 at 
what was then Wesley Memorial Methodist 
Church on Stockton Street and moved back 
to Gainesville for Hollis to continue school. 

After graduation they came to Jacksonville 
and bought a house on Lancaster Street in 
Murray Hill and baby Jan, now Jan Hollis 
Mathis, and the mother of Jeremy and 
Cody, was born in December 1952. Hollis 
worked as parts manager at Ferguson 
Tractor Place on Edgewood, then the Ford 
Tractor Place on 5th Street, then David 
Brown Tractors. He and Isabel won a trip 
to England to tour the Brown factory and 
sightsee in London. 

Unexpectedly, Hollis received a call from 
Smith Hardware Company in North Carolina 
asking him to move up there and take over 
the wholesale farm equipment and hardware 
business. �ey o�ered incentives, such as 
paying to move him and his family, buying 
his gas, helping him get a house and a 
signi�cant raise. He �ew up and “talked 
and talked.” �e persistent company called 
Isabel and convinced her. “When I went 
into the o�ce to resign my job with Brown, 
my boss o�ered a lot of incentives to get 
me to stay. I said, ‘Well, if you can do it now 
why didn’t you do it before?’ So, we went 
to North Carolina for a few years.”

When the Hollises returned to Jacksonville, 
he retired from the workforce but a glance 
at his current calendar shows the many 
committees, duties, activities and meetings 
he has with Murray Hill Methodist Church 

– Men’s Club, Wesley Fellowship, Sunday 
School, Finance Committee, and president 
of Young at Heart for the past eight years. 
A Young at Heart member remarked that 
he is impressed with Hollis’ posture, saying, 

“He is ramrod straight – just like he came 
out of the Marines.” 

Hollis was frequently asked to participate 
in programs related to the Battle of Midway, 
but his wife, Isabel, was ill and then passed 

away in 2008. A�erwards, his daughter, Jan, 
encouraged him to attend commemoration 
services and sometimes accompanied him. 
He has been a guest speaker at several or-
ganizations and at the Naval Air Station. A 
table in his home is �lled with plaques, 
statues, �ags and other memorabilia rec-
ognizing his service in the Marines and at 
the Battle of Midway. 

Despite his world travels with the military, 
and his cross-county hitchhiking days, Hollis 
and his long-time companion, Sandy Bahret, 
don’t travel as much as they used to since 
she is still employed fulltime. Previously 
they had traveled to Mexico and the Bahamas. 

“We met in Sunday School at Murray Hill 
Methodist about eight years ago. My wife 
had passed on and Sandy was a widow; I 
had tickets to some shows downtown, so I 
called and asked her, as a friend, if she would 
like to go and it gradually developed into 
more,” he said. 

Hollis said he doesn’t even know how to 
turn on a computer, has few hobbies, and 
doesn’t go to movies, but at age 93 is in 
excellent health and just likes “hanging out” 
with Sandy, and an abandoned cat named 
No Name, which lives in his garage. 

“I read a bit of everything. I used to walk and 
exercise but now I just live my life,” he said. 

Although he still spends a lot of time in 
Murray Hill, Hollis and Bahret live at Settler’s 
Landing, where he continues in a leadership 
role as treasurer of the Homeowners’ 
Association. When asked about changes in 
Murray Hill, he remarked, “�ere are new 
stores coming and going, new eating joints, 
but it’s mostly the same.”  

Hollis has also been coming and going 
for almost a century – from a small town 
in Oklahoma to the middle of the Paci�c 
Ocean, from Jacksonville to North Carolina 
and back, and he’s still going strong. Plus, 
he doesn’t have to hitchhike anymore.Marvin Hollis with World War II memorabilia

Marvin Hollis in the eighth grade In the U.S. Marine Corps

University of 
Florida college 

graduate

904-387-5538 | 4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville 
www.OrtegaLanding.com | Office@OrtegaLanding.com 

Jacksonville’s Premier Yachting Destination

We are pleased to announce that we were recently named 
one of SeniorAdvisor.com’s Best of the Best.

The Windsor at Ortega is one of 12 
Legend Senior Living communities to 
be honored. Come see for yourself 
why residents and families say that 
Legend is the “best of the best” choice.

SeniorAdvisor.com’s Best of the Best 2018 Award winners represent 

the best of the best of senior living providers, based on the 

online reviews written by seniors and their families. This exclusive 

designation honors the top 1% of senior care providers nationwide.

 A Residence of Legend Senior LivingTM

www.legendseniorliving.com  |  (904) 353-9500

5939 Roosevelt Blvd  |  Jacksonville, FL 32244

2018 Best of the Best!

 1

Call Petros Estate Planning 904.824.5656 to reserve a space.

Not affiliated with any government agency. This is an educational event. Per federal law, no 
specific plans or companies will be discussed. Instructor will be a Florida Insurance licensed agent.

THREE SESSIONS ON JULY 25:
 10 a.m.  |  2 p.m.   |  6 p.m.

or call to reserve a one-on-one consult.

VOTED #1 
Workshop/Seminar

4655 Salisbury Rd., Ste. 100
Jacksonville, FL 32256

Near the corner of Butler and I95
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By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Tom Hightower isn’t normally a wall�ower, 
but decreasing attendance at the Lane Wiley 
Senior Center’s weekly ballroom dance 
sessions has the 85-year-old Lakeside Park 
resident worried that he may have to hang 
up his dancing shoes.

�e Westside center, located at 6710 Wiley 
Rd., used to welcome close to 100 men and 
women on Tuesday evenings tapping toes 
and swinging to music by Side-by-Side, a 
duo who has played there for the past three 
years. Randy Rickard, on piano, and Ron 
Spencer, on bass and trombone, provide the 
tunes that get the seniors up and moving, 
doing a two-step, some line dancing and, if 
there are enough women attending, a little 
ballroom dancing.

“We have some really nice people out 
here,” said Hightower. “�is is such a nice 
place, with a big �oor and a kitchen. 

“�e band is really good. I’d like to get more 
people to come,” he said. “Sometimes a bus 
comes from Florida Christian Apartments, so 
we have a group of 20 or so.”

Hightower learned to dance in his late 
teens/early twenties while in the service. 

Senior enjoys dancing, 
seeks more partners

Tom Hightower

A�er quitting high school in the 10th grade 
to join the Air Force at age 17, he ended 
up in Lubbock, Texas. He said it was a “dry” 
county, so he and his young bride, Yvonne, 
would hitchhike from the base to a private 
club to dance, have a few beers and relax.

After serving for four years as a training 
crew member on B-25 twin-engine bombers, 
when he left the Air Force at age 21, 
Hightower moved to Jacksonville, where 
his sister was a beautician downtown 
before getting her own shop, Laura’s, in 
Murray Hill.

Hightower worked at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville rebuilding aircraft for 35 
years before retiring in 1987. In the late 
1960s, he bought a home in the Lakeside 
Park area, which he said is a “straight 
shot down San Juan Avenue” to the Lane 
Wiley Senior Center.

In addition to weekly dances, the center 
offers resources for computer labs, billiards 
and table tennis, instructor-led sewing 
classes, and exercise equipment, and is 
often available for private rentals. 

Recalling their own days of “rockin’ 
around the clock,” nearly 150 residents at 
�e Windsor Ortega and visitors turned 
out for a summer sock hop and barbecue 
under the front portico of the assisted living 
and memory care residence at 5939 Roosevelt 
Blvd. Vintage cars courtesy of �e Clay 
County Cruisers and plenty of polka dot 
decorations gave the June 9 event a festive 
feel, and many enjoyed treats from Cool 
Scoops ice cream truck.

The sock hop is one of the ways The 
Windsor helps its memory care residents 
recall their past and make them feel 
comfortable in their environment. The 
event was also an opportunity for potential 
residents to visit the facility, which opened 
in Ortega/Venetia in 2014.

Sock hop evokes fun memories

Eleanor Smith and Leah Kelly were visitors at 
The Windsor during a Summer Sock Hop.

Visitors Blanche Demers with Phyllis and Sherman 
Thatcher at The Windsor’s Summer Sock Hop

Jerry Orr and Dale Taylor

Rebecca McNeil with her father, Jerry Faircloth, 
and cousin, Heather Rosdol

Dr. Howard Acree, a resident at The Windsor, was 
a longtime, well-known veterinarian in the area.

“This is such a nice place, with 
a big floor and a kitchen... 

The band is really good. I’d like 
to get more people to come.”

— Tom Hightower
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

When Debra Rankin’s grandfather was a 
resident at St. Catherine’s Labouré Place in 
1978, he was unable to get out and attend 
the Jacksonville Concert Ballet Company’s 
end-of-year recital. Rankin, as company 
director, decided to take her troupe on the 
road to perform for him and other residents. 
Now, 40 years later, the “road show” has 
become a joy-�lled tradition for the company. 

Today, several of the present-day dancers 
are the children of those �rst performers, 
and the dancers get as great a blessing from 
performing as the residents do from watching, 
said Rankin, a  Murray Hill resident. 

“It’s important for young people to learn 
to give back to the community by sharing 
their talents. These performances help our 
dancers gain confidence and poise. 
Performing in unusual venues stretches 
the dancers’ capabilities and gives them 
the opportunity to demonstrate their skills 
and technique,” she said. “It gives the 
younger ones an appreciation and under-
standing of those whose lives are different 
from their own. We give these performances 
as a gift to the community.”  

Recently the company celebrated its 
anniversary performing selections from 
Vivaldi’s “Seasons” for residents at St. 
Catherine’s Labouré Place, Cross Creek 
Nursing Home and Signature HealthCARE 
nursing homes.

�e nonpro�t consists of a junior and 
senior company of dancers who are accepted 
by audition. Many of the dancers train at 
Baggs Studio of Ballet in Murray Hill, and 
many are enrolled in public performing 
arts schools. Most perform in the annual 

Nonpro�t dance company celebrates 40 years, takes performances to seniors 
Jacksonville Community Nutcracker in 
December as well.  

Rankin said several of the dancers who 
have come up “through the ranks” are now 
contributing choreographers. 

Ida Vera, who has performed with the 
company for 12 years, made her choreo-
graphic debut for the senior company with 
a moving dance, “Three Rounds and a 
Sound,” to the soundtrack from the movie, 

“Schindler’s List.” Pamela Litz, who started 
in the junior company at age 9, and whose 
mother performed with the JCBC in 
previous years, created “Trois,” a jazz 
number performed by Caroline Owen, 
Morgan Murwain and Larris Bostick, al-
ternating with David Brandon. 

 The JCBC is a family affair with the 
Rankins in harmony with dance, music 
and marriage. Roslyn and Curtis Evelyn 
are another married duo. There are several 
sets of sisters and brothers, including 
Caroline and Jack Owen, Lanny and Morgan 
Murwain, Chelsea and Chase Virta-Steel, 
Chris McGill, his sister Melissa Cooper, 
and her daughter Alana Cooper. To para-
phrase an old expression, “The family that 
dances together, stays together.” 

When you spend hours in class and re-
hearsal each week and are dependent on 
one another for a successful program, the 
bonds of friendship become like family. �e 

“Not So Over the Hill Gang,” Sue Barry, Dr. 
George Trotter, Peggy Harrell and the Evelyns, 
have been performing together for more 
years than they wish to mention. 

Numerous comments were made by the 
senior care facility residents about the 
strength of the male dancers, and the beauty 
and grace of the girls. �ey enjoyed Hugh 
Rankin’s tuba playing and educational dance 

history remarks. Many swayed back and 
forth in their wheelchairs to “Up the Lazy 
River” and a gospel favorite, “Just a Closer 
Walk with �ee.”

Shouts of “Thank you! Thank you so 
much! It was beautiful,” followed the dancers 

Pam Litz and Chris McGill

Carousel Waltz �nale

Ballerina Ida Vera, front, with Dr. George Trotter, 
Roslyn and Curtis Evelyn and Sue Barry

out the door. “It is heartwarming to see the 
smiles on the folks’ faces, knowing that 
most can’t get out to enjoy the arts. �e 
gratitude expressed is very humbling and 
I am blessed more than the residents,” said 
Sue Barry.

A small group from the Friends of the 
Murray Hill Library donned work gloves 
for a morning of planting at the Edgewood 
Avenue-based library June 9. A recent in-
stallation by the City of Jacksonville of a 
ramp in compliance with the American 
with Disabilities Act opened a new area for 
planting shrubs and �owers, according to 
Judy Klein, member of the Friends group. 

Because there is no irrigation system 
at the library or ready source of water, 
Master Gardner Hella Schull chose plants 
which are drought-tolerant for locations 
that will receive at least a minimal amount 
of rain water. Klein said the group had 

Jay Stuckey and his son, James, with Hella Shull, Judy Klein, John Peck and Mary Lou Sutherlin get 
ready to add more plants to the front of the Murray Hill Library.

New ramp installed at Murray 
Hill library, bike racks to come

requested a water spigot be installed on 
the front of the building but was told it 
was not in the City’s budget. To care for 
newly-installed plants, they have to bring 
buckets of water from the library’s restroom, 
she said.

In addition to the ramp, the City put in 
an automatic door for easier access by 
wheelchair-bound residents. Five new 
bicycle racks will also be installed and the 
library’s book return drop book will be 
painted blue to match the racks. 

�e Friends of the Murray Hill Library 
are planning a celebration for the branch’s 
50th anniversary in December.
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in the Main Worship Center
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Fifteen veterans 
seeking careers
By Susan D. Brandenburg
Resident Community News

Bradley Dedeaux is seeking a career in 
management.  “A career,” he stresses.  “Not 
just a job.”

An Army veteran who won a football 
scholarship to the University of Kansas 
and graduated with a degree in business 
management, Dedeaux was part of the 25th 
Cohort of Operation New Uniform grad-
uation June 8.  

An executive training program co-founded 
in 2014 by Navy veteran and University of 
North Florida graduate Justin Justice and 
Michele McManamon, co-owner and operator 
of Sandler Training, ONU provides veterans 
with the tools, mindset and ability to con�-
dently search for, �nd and retain their dream 
careers. The program helps bridge the 
transition gap that many veterans face, o�ering 
job preparedness training, interview coaching, 
resume writing workshops and many other 
professional development exercises.   

Dedeaux knew he was a natural leader, but 
something was holding him back from 
conveying that self-con�dence to potential 
employers. “I didn’t know where to turn,” he 
said, “and then someone told me about ONU.”  

Noting that ONU is so much more than 
vocational rehab, Dedeaux stood at the 

Bradley Dedeaux, Michele McManamon 
and  Kevin Rasch

Operation New Uniform graduates largest cohort in four-year history

podium con�dently, thanking not only his 
instructors but his fellow veterans for the 
support and camaraderie established in the 
short but intensive 3½ week training program. 

“We really grew a close bond,” he declared, 
revealing that he lost both of his parents to 
illness a few years back and that ONU truly 
became like a family to him. “I’m eternally 
indebted to ONU,” he said. “Anything they 
need from me, I’m there.”  

�e graduation for 15 veterans, held at 
�e Haskell Company in Riverside, was the 
largest in ONU’s four-year history. �ere 
were nine graduates in Cohort 25, including 
Georgina L. Williams, Roger Hausman, 
Joanna C. Jackoby, Nicole R. Scott, Bradley 
Dedeaux, Willie D. Tippens, Mathew Elkins, 
Christopher Manley and Alison Houston, 
and six in Cohort 2 of ONU at Night, in-
cluding Shelia Meola, Mickla Adams, Willie 

Operation New Uniform graduates largest cohort in four-year history
Johnson, Gunther Helms, Quincy Donohue 
and Steven Drenning-Blalock.  

As each professionally-dressed, confi-
dent-looking graduate came to the podium, 
the power of the program was evident. In 
addition to family members, many attendees 
who crowded the room were corporate 
supporters and sponsors of ONU, on hand 
to congratulate graduates and scout for 
potential employees, including veteran-com-
mitted companies such as Miller Electric, 
Wells Fargo, Haskell and Macquarie group.  

Following speeches by graduates and 
presentation of a number of special awards, 
Michele McManamon, who has just accepted 
the position of executive director of Operation 
New Uniform, introduced two new ONU 
team members, Cedric Twillie, director of 
veteran training, and Bella D’Errico, mar-
keting director.  

Kevin Rasch, a retired Navy helicopter 
pilot and a member of ONU’s Cohort 15 
graduating class, was on hand to witness the 
25th Cohort graduation and provide whatever 
support he can to his fellow veterans. Now 
managing the Wounded Warrior Project’s 

“Warriors to Work,” Rasch noted he has found 
that sometimes the more senior you are in 
the military, the more di�cult it is to transition 
into the corporate environment.  

As an executive with the Wounded Warrior 
Project, Rasch now helps veterans with career 
coaching in a program similar to ONU and 
is excited at the interaction between his 
agency and ONU. “We serve a wider demo-
graphic than ONU, reaching out nationally, 

but we work in the same space and it’s 
heartening to see how many organizations 
are here to help veterans transition,” he said. 

“I try to attend as many ONU graduations as 
possible. �e talent that veterans bring to 
the table is impressive.”  

Rasch and his family live in Avondale. “My 
wife, Beth, and I bought the Avondale house 
back in 2000 because we were drawn to the 
culture of the neighborhood, and we’ve lived 
there ever since, minus a few years when we 
were living overseas,” Rasch said. “Now we are 
raising our four children, ages 6 to 14, in local 
schools and enjoying our permanent home.”  

Operation New Uniform o�ers veterans 
a new sense of permanency and the oppor-
tunity to participate in the program at no 
charge. �ere is a 97 percent success rate 
for graduates, most of whom have landed 
a career that provides at least $60,000 per 
year. As of the recent graduation, 217 veterans 
have gone through ONU’s program. 
McManamon commended the Haskell 
Company for partnering with ONU and 
hosting the graduation. She encouraged all 
present to consider supporting ONU with 

“time, talent and treasure.”  
Pausing for a photograph with Bradley 

Dedeaux and Kevin Rasch, McManamon 
said, “It was nice to have alum like Kevin 
Rasch, from Cohort 15, join us to support 
their new alum family in Cohort 25, like 
Brad Dedeaux. We’re proud of all our alum 
and that support is ongoing. Any veteran 
who needs our help can feel free to reach out 
to us at (904) 328-1600.”

Sunlight consists of UVA and UVB radiation. 
�e UVA rays penetrate deeper into the skin 
and cause premature skin aging. Alternatively, 
UVB rays are what cause skin to “tan” and 

“burn.” Although each causes its own damage, 
both are linked with skin cancer, so apply 
broad-spectrum sunscreen to all exposed 
skin every time you go outside.

Research shows one of �ve Americans 
will be diagnosed with skin cancer. �e 
three main types of skin cancer are basal 
cell carcinoma (BCC), squamous cell car-
cinoma (SCC), and malignant melanoma 
(MM). BCC is the most common and 

Medical students share tips for minimizing skin cancer risk
A Riverside resident and regular reader of �e Resident, Joshua Patton, Doctor 

of Osteopathic Medicine Candidate 2019, teamed up with Megan Barber, Doctor 
of Pharmacy Candidate 2019, teamed up to share professional advice to help reduce 
the risk of sun cancer while still getting out and enjoying the great outdoors.

fortunately has the least chance to metastasize. 
SCC is the next most common and has a 
minimal chance of spreading. MM, however, 
is the worst of the three and has the highest 
chance of metastasizing. Most importantly, 
using sunscreen can decrease the incidence 
of all three.

What is commonly known as “sunscreen” 
actually falls into the broad category of 
photoprotective agents. The two main 
photoprotective agents are sunblock, which 
is opaque and “blocks” the sun, and sun-
screen, which is translucent and must be 
reapplied frequently. 

The Great Sunscreen Debate: Which type is best for you?
Two important ingredients to look for in 

a sunblock are titanium dioxide and zinc 
oxide. Both act by re�ecting UV rays and 
do not degrade in sunlight. For this reason, 
they are recommended for use in children 
and those with sensitive skin. Newer zinc 
oxide and titanium dioxide containing 
products are micronized which allows them 
to “disappear” into dark skin. 

Alternatively, avobenzone is the best 
known chemical in sunscreens, and is 
the most widely used organic ingredient. 
When purchasing photoprotective agents, 
ingredients to avoid are para-aminobenzoic 
acid (PABA), oxybenzone, homosalate, 
and octinoxate. People with allergy-prone 
skin, acne, or rosacea should avoid 
products with fragrances as these may 
exacerbate their conditions. For dry skin, 
choose a sunscreen with moisturizers 
such as lanolin, oils, or dimethicone.

For minimal sun exposure, such as walking 
to the car, SPF 15 is su�cient. With extended 

time in the sun, SPF 30 or greater is advised. 
Additionally, although a product may be 
water- or sweat-resistant, it is still recom-
mended to apply at least 30 minutes before 
sun exposure and reapply every two hours 
or a�er toweling o�. 

�e two biggest reasons sunscreens fail 
is under-application and failure to reapply. 
A normal-sized adult should use one ounce 
(capacity of a shot glass) of sunscreen each 
application to cover from head to toe. �e 
most commonly uncovered parts are feet, 
upper back, bikini area, and hands.

�e best advice to avoid premature skin 
aging and the risk of skin cancer is to avoid 
direct sun exposure between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m., reapply sunscreen at least every two 
hours, spend most of the time in the shade 
while outside, and wear a wide-brimmed 
hat and long sleeves when in the sun.  

�e next time you shop for sunscreen, 
remember – the best sunscreen is the one 
you will consistently use.  

David A. Breitmoser, GJG (GIA)
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Happy 4th of July!

Florida’s moist crawlspaces can be hazardous to your health

Most crawlspace problems occur because 
of one thing: moisture. 

“Rodents don’t like dry, insects don’t like 
dry, mold and mildew doesn’t like dry, wood 
rot doesn’t like dry,” said Chris Turner, 
owner of Turners Underseal. “�ey all thrive 
in a warm, moist environment.”

Eliminate the moisture and all kinds of 
good things happen, Turner said. “Dry, 
healthy air comes into your house and you 
breathe clean air. Your doors and windows 
don’t stick, and your wood �oors don’t warp. 
�e bottom line is it really is all about breathing 
healthy air in your home. Crawlspace moisture 
is your enemy – you need to stop it,” he said.

Before Reggie and Rita Walden bought 
their 1925 Avondale home in March 2017, 
they had never lived in a house with an open 
crawlspace, so they didn’t know it could be 
the source of a problem. “I have a very 
sensitive sense of smell,” said Rita, “and the 
mustiness and mildew made me think that 
perhaps things weren’t clean enough.” 

Rita also said towels never got totally dry 
and pots and pans would get spotting that 
looked like mildew. �en they discovered 
moisture in the crawlspace of their home, 
and initially thought the best solution was 
a spray foam. When that didn’t remove or 
stop more moisture, mold and rot from 
occurring, the Waldens turned to Turners 
Underseal, who installed a dehumidi�er 
system with modi�cations.

“I saw his ad in �e Resident and gave 
Chris a call,” said Rita. “He came out and 
put in a dehumidi�er and it has taken care 

Turners Underseal can take 
the ‘moist’ out of crawlspace 
breeding grounds

In addition to crawlspace wood sealing 
and crawlspace liners, Turners Underseal 
also does home air quality inspection. 
For 10 percent o� wood treatment 
services, contact Chris Turner at (904) 
903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m., or check out Turners 
Underseal at turnersunderseal.com

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

of the problem. I haven’t noticed musty 
odors or dampness since.”

Moist crawlspaces are breeding grounds 
for mold and mildew, and can make you 
sick, especially if you have allergies or 
asthma, Turner explained. But even if you’re 
not prone to allergies, contaminants from 
crawlspaces can still irritate your eyes, skin, 
nose, throat, and lungs.

“Just about the only way to maintain a 
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a 
permanently installed, commercial-quality 
dehumidifier, like Turners Underseal 
compact unit,” said Turner, who is passionate 
about health – yours and your home’s.

“We install a 200-square-foot liner with 
a mounting pad under the commercial 
dehumidifier with an automatic pump, 
partial vent closings and drainage to the 
outside for trouble-free operation,” he said, 
adding that getting the crawlspace dry and 

keeping it that way will prevent  it from 
becoming a nasty breeding ground while 
improving indoor air quality.

With over 30 years’ experience as a 
certified indoor air quality professional, 
Turner knows his stuff when it comes to 
healthy, dry crawlspaces, and that was 
immediately evident to the Waldens.

“You need to �nd the source of the problem 
before you can �nd the solution,” said Rita 
Walden, who said she would recommend 
Turners Underseal to anyone.

Spray foam insulation in a crawlspace does not seal and allows moisture and odors right into the house A dehumidi�er system keeps crawlspace dry.
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Florida’s moist crawlspaces can be hazardous to your health

Most crawlspace problems occur because 
of one thing: moisture. 

“Rodents don’t like dry, insects don’t like 
dry, mold and mildew doesn’t like dry, wood 
rot doesn’t like dry,” said Chris Turner, 
owner of Turners Underseal. “�ey all thrive 
in a warm, moist environment.”

Eliminate the moisture and all kinds of 
good things happen, Turner said. “Dry, 
healthy air comes into your house and you 
breathe clean air. Your doors and windows 
don’t stick, and your wood �oors don’t warp. 
�e bottom line is it really is all about breathing 
healthy air in your home. Crawlspace moisture 
is your enemy – you need to stop it,” he said.

Before Reggie and Rita Walden bought 
their 1925 Avondale home in March 2017, 
they had never lived in a house with an open 
crawlspace, so they didn’t know it could be 
the source of a problem. “I have a very 
sensitive sense of smell,” said Rita, “and the 
mustiness and mildew made me think that 
perhaps things weren’t clean enough.” 

Rita also said towels never got totally dry 
and pots and pans would get spotting that 
looked like mildew. �en they discovered 
moisture in the crawlspace of their home, 
and initially thought the best solution was 
a spray foam. When that didn’t remove or 
stop more moisture, mold and rot from 
occurring, the Waldens turned to Turners 
Underseal, who installed a dehumidi�er 
system with modi�cations.

“I saw his ad in �e Resident and gave 
Chris a call,” said Rita. “He came out and 
put in a dehumidi�er and it has taken care 

Turners Underseal can take 
the ‘moist’ out of crawlspace 
breeding grounds

In addition to crawlspace wood sealing 
and crawlspace liners, Turners Underseal 
also does home air quality inspection. 
For 10 percent o� wood treatment 
services, contact Chris Turner at (904) 
903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m., or check out Turners 
Underseal at turnersunderseal.com
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of the problem. I haven’t noticed musty 
odors or dampness since.”

Moist crawlspaces are breeding grounds 
for mold and mildew, and can make you 
sick, especially if you have allergies or 
asthma, Turner explained. But even if you’re 
not prone to allergies, contaminants from 
crawlspaces can still irritate your eyes, skin, 
nose, throat, and lungs.

“Just about the only way to maintain a 
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a 
permanently installed, commercial-quality 
dehumidifier, like Turners Underseal 
compact unit,” said Turner, who is passionate 
about health – yours and your home’s.

“We install a 200-square-foot liner with 
a mounting pad under the commercial 
dehumidifier with an automatic pump, 
partial vent closings and drainage to the 
outside for trouble-free operation,” he said, 
adding that getting the crawlspace dry and 

keeping it that way will prevent  it from 
becoming a nasty breeding ground while 
improving indoor air quality.

With over 30 years’ experience as a 
certified indoor air quality professional, 
Turner knows his stuff when it comes to 
healthy, dry crawlspaces, and that was 
immediately evident to the Waldens.

“You need to �nd the source of the problem 
before you can �nd the solution,” said Rita 
Walden, who said she would recommend 
Turners Underseal to anyone.

Spray foam insulation in a crawlspace does not seal and allows moisture and odors right into the house A dehumidi�er system keeps crawlspace dry.
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Recognizing that childhood cancer a�ects 
the whole family, the Tom Coughlin Jay 
Fund Foundation recently took a step toward 
ensuring that siblings going through the 
experience are provided with peer support 
and education.

�e foundation launched the new sibling 
support program, Just Among You Siblings 
(J.A.Y.S. Team), June 7 at TIAA Bank Field 
with the help of the Jacksonville Jaguars.

“�e goal of the Jay Fund is to be there 
for the whole family,” said Keli Coughlin, 
executive director, who introduced Kimberly 
Todd, sibling support program specialist.

“�e goal of the program is to hold quarterly 
events for siblings age 6-18 to meet in a 
relaxed, recreational sitting, share common 
struggles and feelings, an opportunity to 
learn more about their sibling’s diagnosis 
and treatments,” said Todd, who previously 
worked as a child life specialist at the Proton 
�erapy Institute. “J.A.Y.S. Team will provide 
siblings with opportunities to express their 
thoughts, fears, and feelings openly and to 
promote positive coping.”

A�er the program kicko�, more than 150 
childhood cancer families were given a 
behind-the-scenes tour of TIAA Bank Field, 
a meet-and-greet with some of the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, and then treated to dinner and an 
ice cream sundae bar. 

�e Tom Coughlin Jay Fund Foundation 
was created in 1996 in honor of Jay McGillis 
who played for the Boston College Eagles 
when Coughlin served as head coach. In 
the eight months between Jay’s diagnosis 
and the day he lost his battle to cancer, the 
Coughlin family saw �rst-hand the physical, 
emotional and �nancial strains the illness 
caused the McGillis Family. �e foundation’s 
mission is to help families tackle childhood 
cancer by providing comprehensive �nancial, 
emotional and practical support.

Siblings of cancer 
patients welcomed into 
new support group

A reception at St. Vincent’s Spirituality 
Center, held April 27, updated Fonkoze’s 
Jacksonville community about the work 
ongoing in Haiti, and gave prospective 
supporters an opportunity to learn 
more about the organization. 

�ey also met Steve Werlin, a former 
Chicago college dean who moved to 
Haiti, where he serves as Fonkoze’s 
communications and learning o�cer 
for Chemen Lavi Miyò (CLM), a program 
for the extreme poor.

Fonkoze, (pronounced fon-kow-ZAY, 
which means “shoulder to shoulder”), 
provides �nancial and humanitarian services 
in Haiti, and is supported locally by Haitian 
Micro�nance, Inc., a foundation established 
by Michael Fisher, and by Riverside 
Presbyterian Church and Uptown Civitan.

�e organization also announced do-
nations made to the CLM Summer Camp 
program will be matched by a Jacksonville 
donor. CLM’s Summer Camps give Haitian 
children of CLM families a rare chance 
to spend time together playing, eating 
well and learning during the summer 
school break. Just $15 will send a child 
to a summer camp, and each gi� marked 
for Summer Camps will be matched. 
Donations may be made through the 
Fonkoze website at www.fonkoze.org.  

Local groups support 
Haiti’s extreme poor

Steve Werlin, author of “To Fool the Rain: 
Haiti’s Poor and Their Pathway to a Better Life,” 
speaks to supporters of Fonkoze Jacksonville.

Chris Tomberlin brought his daughters, Addison 
and Emerson, to the event with help from his 
sister-in-law, Ashley, left.

Theo Kelly, 6, was busy on artwork during the 
event. He is currently battling Optic Nerve Glioma.

Melanie Blanc (left), a leukemia survivor, played 
a game of giant Jenga with her sister, Emily, and 
brother, Tyler.
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Stockton students enjoy annual art, culture day

Nathan Bell and Charlie Poleski  made 
Japanese koinobori – carp streamer kites.

First-grade students enjoy drums, beat boards, and tambourines at Stockton Elementary Schools’ Art Fest.

Maddox Breeding, Morgan Wu, Mason Dupree, 
Zoe Szilagyi and Laurel Halliday make Russian 
Matryoshka or stacking dolls.

Hilda Barragan �nishes a Guatemalan worry doll.

Noah, Olivia and Landon create Mexican sugar 
skulls.

John N.C. Stockton Elementary School 
students enjoyed a day full of art and culture 
at its May 18 Art Fest, an all-day event where 
students learn about several countries by 
rotating between art projects and cultural 
activities from around the world. �ere 
were also workshops, which focused on 
other forms of art. Professionals in their 
�elds ran the workshops and volunteers 
helped students with the art projects.  

The art events included Russian 
Matryoshka, or stacking, dolls, Mexican 
sugar skulls, Indian henna (mehndi) art, 
Monet-style oil pastel water lily drawings, 
African face masks, Chinese dragons, 
Guatemalan worry dolls, Egyptian amulets 
with hieroglyphics, Scotland tin punch 
art, Native American totem poles, Japanese 
koinobori (carp streamer kites), and 
Zimbabwean thumb pianos.  

The cultural workshops included fencing, 
karate, Capoeira (a Brazilian martial art 
that combines dance and acrobatics), 
yoga, juggling, gymnastics, and creating 
a musical beat with drums, beat boards, 
and tambourines. 

Capoeira Jacksonville, Gyminators 
Gymnastics, CMAI Karate, and Jacksonville 
Fencing Club volunteered their time and 
expertise for the fun-filled day, enjoyed 
by students, parents and grandparents. 
Some even dressed up in their country’s 
heritage costumes and researched extra 
information to share.

Snyder track and �eld 
team has state champs 

Bishop John Snyder High School’s Track 
and Field teams had a very successful 
season, with Semaj McGhee and Jalen 
Chance becoming the school’s first indi-
vidual state champions at the state meet 
May 4-5. McGhee became only the second 
Northeast Florida female to sweep the 
jumps, winning high jump, long jump and 
triple jump. Chance also won triple jump, 
completing a sweep of that event for Snyder. 
Alana Lecointe found success in shot put 
placing second. 

In all, the girls’ team placed third, the 
highest finish ever for the program, and 
all six girls who qualified for the state 
meet broke a school record, placed or 
both. The boys placed sixth as a team, also 
the highest ever finish in program history. 
This built on the earlier season success of 
the girls’ and boys’ teams sweeping the 
team titles at the region meet and the boys 

Semaj McGhee, Head Coach Nathan Stanley, 
Jalen Chance

winning districts. There were 13 new 
school records set this year, 13 individual 
district champions and 13 individual 
region champions. 

“�e hard work and long hours these 
athletes invested in their individual and 
team events paid o� in a big way at the 
state championship,” said Head Coach 
Nathan Stanley. “I couldn’t be more proud 
of each and every one of Snyder’s track and 
�eld members.”

Crossing guards honored 
at retirement for service

At the end of the school year, beloved 
Fishweir Elementary School crossing 
guards, John and Janet Reiger, retired 
from service and were honored by the 
school’s Parent-Teacher Association June 1. 

Mrs. Janet, as she is lovingly known by 
students, sta� and parents, had served 
Duval County Public Schools for 12 years 
and remembered every student’s name, 
including former students and parents. 
Neighbors would honk and wave to see her 
smile. Mr. John had served seven years, 
protecting the rear of the school and bus 
zone, where he would give his favorite 
students mints.  

In honor of their place in the Fishweir 
“family,” the PTA presented the Reigers 
with signs which permanently name their 
crossing spots as “Reiger Corner.” On 
last day of school, parents and students 
presented the couple with handmade 

Front: Max Hardaker, Zinnia Hardaker, Chloe 
Marshall, Lily and Daisy Hardaker; back: John 
Reiger, Casey Marshall, Janet Reiger

cards, flowers and gift cards for retirement, 
telling them they will be dearly missed 
in the neighborhood.
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In less than two months, a dedicated group 
of about 10 students at Robert E. Lee High 
School worked 136 hours on a special project 
for the homeless and for sheltered animals. 

�e AVID (Advancement vis Individual 
Determination) group took up crochet hooks 
and skeins of yarn to create blankets, hats 
and scarves for a community service project.

“We could not decide if it would be for 
homeless individuals or animals so they 
decided to do both,” said Pamela Clark, 
AVID coordinator. “We will be donating 10 
hats, 10 scarfs, and �ve blankets to the 
Sulzbacher Center and 20 blankets to the 

Students turn hands to vintage skill for community service
animal shelter on Forest Street. “We were 
not a big group but every stitch was done 
with love.”

Some of the students already knew how 
to crochet, but Clark taught the others.

“We are open to any community donations 
of crochet supplies or if individuals want 
to crochet a blanket or such we will add 
them to our donation baskets,” said Clark. 

Donations can be dropped o� at Robert 
E. Lee High School, 1200 McDu� Ave. S., to 
the attention of Pamela Clark, who will collect 
the supplies or �nished items for the group’s 
return at the beginning of the school year.

Ogechi Jones, Keshawn Waters, Marissa Mack, 
and seated, Josephyne Clark

Henry Caine, a Sanctuary on 8th Street 
graduate, received his Eagle Scout badge 
and medal in a ceremony at the Spring�eld-
based nonpro�t May 22.

Caine, age 18, achieved the 21 merit 
badges required to receive the Eagle Scout 
award, the highest rank that the Boy Scouts 
offers. Only 4 percent of Boy Scout members 
attain this prestigious honor. For his final 
project, Caine rebuilt an outdoor playhouse 
for the Sanctuary on 8th Street, an af-
ter-school and summer program Caine 
attended for many years.

A member of Boy Scout Troop 622, Caine 
also volunteers at Sanctuary and coached 
the 9- to 10-year-old basketball team in the 
Riverside Presbyterian Church league. 

Janet Reagor, associate director, said 
they wanted to have the ceremony at the 
Sanctuary so he can show off his project 
and hopefully inspire some of the students 
to go into Scouting.

Eagle Scout Henry Caine

Sanctuary on 8th volunteer receives Eagle Scout award
“�e Boy Scouts changed my life by showing 

me the way to live by the Boy Scout code 
and teaching me life skills,” said Caine.

Caine presented the Sanctuary’s Executive 
Director Rick Cartlidge with the Mentor 
Pin for his role in guiding and encouraging 
the young man the past eight years. 

“We are very proud of Henry’s achieve-
ment of becoming an Eagle Scout,” said 
Cartlidge. “He has been an integral part 
of the Sanctuary since he started attending 
in 2009. He is a role model for our children 
and we are excited to have him working 
this summer during our camp.”

“The Boy Scouts changed my 
life by showing me the way to 

live by the Boy Scout code and 
teaching me life skills.”

— Henry Caine The 11th Annual Farmers Market 
for the Bolles Upper School, held 
March 15, provided a perfect day of 
shopping and relaxation under the 
San Jose Campus oaks. Students visited 
a variety of vendors offering unique 
wares and fabulous fare including 
fresh flowers, toffee, crepes, wildflower 
honey, ice pops, smoothies, jewelry, 
and much more.

It was a treat to shop with local 
nonprofit organizations representing 
the McKenzie Club, the North Florida 
School of Special Education’s Berry 
Good Farm’s Barkin’ Biscuits, Angels 
for Allison, and Rethreaded. The 
petting zoo was aflutter with activity 
as students bonded with baby goats, 
guinea pigs, bunnies, ponies, pigs, 
ducklings, and sheep.

Goats, gastronomy, 
and good times 

at school farmers 
market

Executive Council Farmers Market Chair 
Sara Brackin with Vice Chair Joelle Lockett

The online, 
anytime way 
to schedule care.
Schedule online with Ascension 
care teams at St. Vincent’s

Why wait to schedule an appointment to get the care you need?
With online scheduling, you can quickly make an appointment no matter where you are, 
what time it is, or what you’re up to. Get the care you need when and where you need it at 
GetJaxHealthCare.com.
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�ree Bishop Kenny High School seniors 
were among 12 students from throughout 
the greater Jacksonville area named as �-
nalists in the annual Mary Awards Program 
sponsored by St. Vincent’s HealthCare. 
Each �nalist is selected for her work in one 
of four categories: academics, volunteerism, 
leadership and athletics.

�e Bishop Kenny �nalists were Emma Jane 
Warren, Kylee Meehan and Madeline Ward.

�e Mary Awards honor the courage and 
willingness of young women, all seniors 
in high school, who are serving their faith 
communities and their neighbors. All the 
�nalists were recognized and honored by 

Three from Bishop Kenny are Mary Award �nalists

Emma Jane Warren, Kylee Meehan 
and Madeline Ward

The Annual 6th Grade Service Luncheon 
held May 24 provided an opportunity 
for Riverside Presbyterian Day School 
to honor the sixth-graders for their 
commitment to spread grace, compassion, 
hope and kindness throughout Jacksonville. 
The students were also treated to a 
speech from former professional tennis 
player MaliVai Washington on the 
importance of giving back. 

This past school year 51 sixth-graders 
supported 10 local agencies and provided 
over 4,095 hours of community service 
for the following organizations: Catholic 
Charities Jacksonville, City Rescue 
Mission, Downtown Ecumenical Services 
Council, Family Promise of Jacksonville, 
The WELL Jax, Impact Learning Center, 
MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation, 
Presbyterian Social Ministries, The 
Sanctuary on 8th Street, and Sulzbacher.

William Green and MaliVai Washington, former 
professional tennis player

Lilly Rain Charles, Maia McEvoy, Olivia Meux

Sixth-grade students honored 
for community service

Four students from Ruth N. Upson Elementary were honored during a county-wide 
Fifth Grade Recognition Ceremony for scoring in the Top 5 percent of Duval County 
fifth-graders.

Charles Massey, Garrett Spinner and Emily Goldie from Tamara Bettes’ class and 
Lorianna Capes from Jennifer Cogburn’s class were recognized during a ceremony at 
Atlantic Coast High School.

Dr. Sheree  Cagle, region chief for Duval County Public Schools presented the awards. 
�e Top 5 percent ranking has been a system-wide program for the past 15 years. 

The students were also recognized at the Murray Hill school’s year-end awards 
program by Principal Yvonne Spinner.

Charles Massey, Garrett Spinner, Emily Goldie and Lorianna Capes

Ruth N. Upson �fth graders rank in top 5 percent

the Jacksonville community and St. Vincent’s 
HealthCare in Riverside during an evening 
program and dinner held at San Jose 
Country Club in April.

Avondale girl named 
student of year

St. John’s Country Day School selected 
fifth-graders Grace Dunton, an Avondale 
resident, and Ty Neal as the 2017-2018 
Best All-Around Lower School Students 
of the Year. St. John’s recognized Grace 
and Ty for their achievements in aca-
demics, athletics, and arts.
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When it comes to preparing your 
child for kindergarten and beyond 

St. Paul Catholic School rises 
above the rest.

Come see what St. Paul can o�er 
your family. Schedule a private 

tour today!
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Educating mind body  
and spirit since 1923

New Location!
Full body workout- cardio, strength, and stretch!

Jazzercise Jacksonville Westside Fitness Center � 4555-5 St. Johns Avenue � 
Jacksonville, FL 32210 � 904.388.9734 � Schedule at jazzercise.com

Jazzercise Jacksonville Westside Fitness Center
has moved!

Check out our new, updated, current facility with suspended wood 
floors, changing rooms, shower, and new equipment.

We offer a variety of classes including Strike, Core, Interval, 
Strength, and Lo Impact.

New customers receive one week of unlimited classes free 
Offer good through July 31, 2018
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INC.
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Bolles Fine and Performing Arts Director 
Laura Rippel, and Kelly Cullen, sponsor of 
the Phoenix Society, led the induction of 20 
new student members to the Phoenix Society 
May 10 in Lynch �eater on the Bolles Upper 
School San Jose Campus. Many friends, family, 
faculty and society members were present.

New members include Alexis Andrews, 
Brooke Bowmaster, Madison Clubb, Jake 
Goldman, Lily Guo, Olivia Harris, Rachel 
Johns, Brooke Kent, Lanie Kirchho�, Gabriela 
Landolfo, Allyssa McAdoo, Marlo Morales, 
River Reynolds, Marla Saikali, Serena 

Scalcione, Spenser Smith, Pam Sun, Angela 
Sun, Chance �omson and Tyler Wang.

Founded in 1967 by noted Bolles arts 
educator Arthur Carnes, the Phoenix Society 
is an honor society within the Bolles �ne 
and performing arts department that rec-
ognizes juniors and seniors who excel in 
two or more areas of the arts. Phoenix 
Society candidates demonstrate a commit-
ment to the demands of artistic vision, 
delight in the process of creative discovery 
and show gratefulness and humility in the 
face of achievement.

Front: Rachel Johns, Serena Scalcione, Marlo 
Morales, Lanie Kirchho�; back: Chance Thomson, 
Tyler Wang, Jake Goldman, Spenser Smith, River 
Reynolds, Marla Saikali, Madison Clubb, Olivia 
Harris, Lily Guo and Honorary Faculty inductee 
Daphne Vagenas; not pictured: Alexis Andrews, 
Brooke Bowmaster, Brooke Kent, Gabriela 
Landolfo, Allysa McAdoo, Pam Sun, Angela Sun

Phoenix Society inducts 20 young men, women

The Southern Association of Basketball 
Officials (SABO) bestowed its coveted 
2017-2018 J.C. Green Sportsmanship 
Award to the Bishop Kenny basketball 
program during a special presentation 
in late April.

Receiving the award were the school’s 
Head Basketball Coach Charlsea Clark 
and Head Boys’ Basketball Coach 
Jerry Buckley. The award is presented 
to the school that best exemplifies the 
true meaning of sportsmanship towards 
its fellow student athletes, coaches, 
and officials.

“This type of award is every bit as 
important as a trophy won in competition,” 
said Bishop Kenny Athletic Director 
Mark Thorson. “I am honored that our 
students and coaches have been recog-
nized in this way.”

Bishop Kenny Head Girls’ Basketball 
Coach Charlsea Clark, Check Probes of the 
Southern Association of Basketball O�cials 
(SABO), and Bishop Kenny Head Boys’ 
Basketball Coach Jerry Buckley

Bishop Kenny basketball 
recognized for good 

sportsmanshipEleven students from schools in Jacksonville’s 
historic neighborhoods received state and 
national recognition in the 2018 PTA 
Re�ections Competition, a nationwide arts 
appreciation and recognition program for 
students from pre-kindergarten to 12th grade. 

In the competition, all the students were 
asked to express themselves on a common 
theme, “Within Reach,” and could submit 
entries in one or more of six categories – 
dance choreography, �lm production, lit-
erature, music composition, photography, 
and the visual arts.

Benjamin Peralta of Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts won Awards of 
Excellence, the highest, for his work in 
dance choreography, on the county, state 
and national levels. 

Ava MacDowell, a student at Hendricks 
Avenue Elementary, received national rec-
ognition with an Award of Merit in pho-
tography. She received Awards of Excellence 
both in the state and county competitions.

Receiving Awards of Excellence in the 
Florida PTA State Competition in their 
divisions were Nicolle Alexandra Bahamon 
of Julia Landon Middle School, and DA 
students Elsa Kang and Corey Kreisel. Also 
from DA, Mathew Sommers, Sydney Connor, 
Ashley Kramer, Hannah Over�eld and 
Darvin Nelson won Awards of Merit in the 
State competition.

Two students from Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary, Emma Lee and  Kelsie Kiernan, 
took home Awards of Merit from Hendricks 
Avenue Elementary. 

In the Duval County Competition, students 
from Douglas Anderson, Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary, Julia Landon Middle School, 
and Stanton College Preparatory School 
also performed well.

Eleven DA students received Awards of 
Excellence including Peralta, Sommers, 
Connor, Kramer, Over�eld, Nelson, Kang, 
and Keisel as well as Haley Andrews, 
Antonio Colon, and Travis Davis. Receiving 

Neighborhood students recognized in Reflections competition
Awards of Merit were Haley Pa�ord, Jordan 
Warner, Kyiara Brown, Brianna Eisman, 
Jessica Oleynik and Kaylin Hillman. 

Six students from Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary received Awards of Excellence 
in the Duval County competition: Emma 
Lee, Magnolia Betancourt, Sophia MacDowell, 
Ava MacDowell,Bella Bond, and Kelsie 
Kiernan. Being recognized with Awards 
of Merit from HAE were Catherine Shore 
and Burke Scharer.

At Julia Landon College Preparatory 
School, two students, Nicolle Alexandra 
Bahamon and Charlotte Caccam received 
Awards of Excellence. Five students received 
Awards of Merit: Bonny Bruzos, Campbell 
Scharer, Michael Weidle, Samira Isack and 
Richard Matthew Chavez. 

At Stanton College Preparatory School, 
Alexandru Bordanca of Ortega and Gannon 
Nolan of Avondale received Awards of 
Merit in literature.

Grab your Dinner
  and Apple Pie  for the 4th  of July 

              at  Terry's!
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TerrysToGo.com |  388-1743
4218 St. Johns Ave. 

Terry’s Kitchen

Fresh 
Frozen Food...

To Go!

Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

SCHOOL’S OUT! It’s a great time to 
schedule your child’s appointment.

4495 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 111 • kids1dentistry.com

(904) 423-1377Conveniently Located in the  
Roosevelt Square Shopping Center

Most insurances and care credit accepted

Dr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. Mahajan

schedule your child’s appointment.schedule your child’s appointment.schedule your child’s appointment.

Dr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. MahajanDr. Jila J. Mahajan

FREE SCOOP EverY wEDnESDAY in jUlY

J U l Y

Bryan ArnoldDon’t let viruses
put the fire in your 
works, get it cleaned 
this summer!
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Venetia Elementary School’s 451 students 
came together during a two-week Summer 
Toy Drive in May to collect toys for the 
Orange Park Medical Center, where the 
items will be given to children who come 
into the medical center’s care.

The drive was sponsored by one of the 
school’s clubs, Anchored 4 Life, whose 
Comfort Crew provides support to both 
military and non-military students who 
experience change due to moves and 
parent deployments. The club gives out 
welcome, moving, deployment and “to-
gether again” kits when students need 
peer encouragement.

Anchored 4 Life is a program sponsored 
by the military, and Venetia Elementary 
draws students from nearby NAS 
Jacksonville. Fourth- and fifth-grade 
students serve as team leaders, with two 

The Venetia Elementary School’s Comfort Crew led a toy drive to bene�t Orange Park Medical 
Center. Plastic buckets were �lled with items for indoor and outdoor play.

crew members in each classroom to serve 
as buddy for the day, according to Ellyn 
Osborne, a second-grade teacher at the 
school. “They do activities with new kids 
or those going through transitions. They 
also post character development quotes 
around the school and will choose kids 
to teach lessons about them.”

�e toy drive was a competition between 
kindergarten through ��h grades, with the 
grade bringing the most new toys winning 
an ice cream party. �e second grade won. 

As a medical magnet school, Venetia 
Elementary sends its 60 ��h-graders to 
Orange Park Medical Center on a �eld trip, 
where they tour di�erent departments and 
test the surgery robot. “�is is our way of 
giving back to them, where the medical 
center can give toys to children at need,” 
said Osborne.

Venetia student club extends comfort outside school walls

American Heritage Girls Troop FL0611 
of Avondale held its year-end Court of 
Awards June 7 at Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church, which hosts the troop’s bi-monthly 
meetings. �is year the girls earned badges 
in Cinematography, Horsemanship, Living 
in USA, Caring for Your Environment, and 
Sewing. An extra service patch was earned 
to commemorate the girls’ community 
service projects throughout the year, and 
several girls earned additional badges on 

American Heritage Girls receive 
badges in Court of Awards

their own time. �e troop will break for 
the summer, resuming in the fall. For more 
information, look for American Heritage 
Girls Avondale on Facebook.

Fifth Annual Dream Day gives joy to 
children with life-threatening illnesses

The Fifth Annual “Dream Day” event 
– a partnership between Dreams Come 
True of Jacksonville and San Marco-based 
PRI Productions transformed the lives 
of 40 children with life-threatening ill-
nesses even as the local studio was 
transformed into the ultimate entertain-
ment venue for children.

Following a 150-foot red-carpet entrance 
with blue and white confetti and a cheering 
crowd, the boys and girls were escorted by 
their favorite storybook, movie and television 
characters into a wonderland of music, 
games, magic and food.

Each child participating in the event has 
been served throughout his/her medical 
journey by Dreams Come True. Dream 
Day, hosted and made possible each year 
through the generosity of PRI Productions, 
a number of local businesses and nearly 
200 volunteers, is part of a program which 
provides unique experiences for children 
before and a�er their dream is granted. Brooklyn Gregory escorted by Ariel

VISIT STMARKSDAYSCHOOL.ORG OR CALL TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL CAMPUS TOUR 904.388.2632    

AN EDUCATION 

AS UNIQUE AS YOUR CHILD.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS AVAILABLE FOR AGE 2 - ENTERING KINDERGARTEN

THERE IS STILL TIME TO ENROLL 
FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR

AGE 1 - SIXTH GRADE

4 Year olds
HALF DAY SESSIONS

MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 A.M. – 12 P.M.

5 - 14 Year olds
FULL DAY SESSIONS
MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 A.M. – 4 P.M.

Register online today at mocajacksonvillle.unf.edu

Moca Summer Art Camp
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John N.C. Stockton Elementary School 
in Ortega Forest was selected to start an 
Anchored 4 Life program for the recent 
2017-2018 school year. Sponsored by the 
U.S. Navy, the student-led program provides 
support services to Stockton students going 
through transitional periods, such as a 
parent’s deployment, reintegration or 
moving to a new school.   

In April, Anchored 4 Life team leaders 
hosted a donation drive for Animal Care 
and Protective Services as a service project. 
�ey collected everything from food to 

Edward Julian, Emily Bartley, Phelps Miller, 
Olivia Zilla, Jayden McClam (kneeling)

Food, toys, blankets 
collected for animal shelter

St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School hosted 
�e Knight School Jacksonville’s Chess 
Tournaparty on May 19. �e school was a 
chess frenzy, packed with students and 
parents from schools all over town. 

Eight �rst- through ��h-grade students 
participated on the St. Mark’s team, and 
St. Mark’s second-grader, Kendel Badger, 
won the event as the 2018 Rainbow Champion. 

The Knight School is a national orga-
nization with a fun and interactive, par-
ty-style approach to teaching chess in 
schools. Led by Coach R.E.B. Phillips, the 
Jacksonville Chapter began as an after-school 
activity at St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School 
and has quickly spread throughout 
Jacksonville in several other public and 
private schools.

St. Mark’s Rainbow Champion, Kendel Badger, 
during a match

Second-grader wins chess ‘tournaparty’

Scott Givonetti of Avondale, a teacher at 
Bishop Kenny High School, and his class of 
Digital Information Technology students 
recently launched rockets they designed in 
their classroom and manufactured in part, 
using one of the school’s 3D computers.

At the heart of the project is a design 
process, which provides a framework to 
teach 21st-century concepts that include 
collaboration and creativity. The students 
learned 3D modeling and printing using 

Bishop Kenny students show o� rockets made using the school’s 3D computers

Bishop Kenny students blast o¥ using 3D modeling
a variety of software while honing their 
math skills with applied trigonometry in 
combination with the application of an 
iPad app used for home construction.

“STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) literacy is more than 
just math or science knowledge,” said 
Givonetti. “It’s learning to work together 
in a technology-rich future where 
challenges will require a mix of skills 
found in this project.”

toys and blankets, �lling two large boxes, 
which they delivered May 19 to the Forest 
Street animal shelter.

Five students from Duval County competed in the International Science and 
Engineering Fair in Pittsburgh, Penn., in May. Standing outside the exhibit hall in 
Pittsburgh are Devanik Biswas of Stanton College Preparatory School; Katelyn 
Nicholson, The Episcopal School of Jacksonville; Mary Alice Young, Bishop Kenny 
High School; Julia Downes and Isaac Zhang, both of The Episcopal School of Jacksonville.

Duval County students compete in international fair

American University
Belmont University
Berry College
Birmingham-Southern College
Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univ.
Emory University
Emory University (Oxford College)
Fairfield University (University 
College)

Flagler College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Gulf Coast University

Florida Institute of Technology
Florida State College at Jacksonville
Florida State University
Georgetown University
Hawaii Pacific University
Hofstra University
Jacksonville University
Judson College-AL
Liberty University
Louisiana State University
National University of Ireland 
Maynooth 

McGill University
Middlebury College
National University of Ireland 
Galway

New College of Florida
North Carolina State University
Nova Southeastern University
Oglethorpe University
Pace University, New York City
Palm Beach State College 
Pennsylvania State University
Rollins College
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Samford University
Santa Fe College
Savannah College of Art and Design
St. Johns River State College
Stetson University
Tallahassee Community College
Texas Christian University

The University of Tampa
Troy University
University of Central Florida
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of North Carolina at 
Asheville

University of North Florida
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida, St. Pete
University of South Florida, Tampa
Valdosta State University

$2.2 million awarded 
by colleges and 

universities
�

17 seniors eligible 
for over $631,000 in 
Florida Bright Future 

awards
�

6 received athletic 
scholarships 

�

2 National Merit 
Commended Scholars

�

6 AP Scholars

ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Class of 2018

College Prep, Redefined.      sjcds.net  •  3100 Doctors Lake Drive  •  Orange Park, FL 32073

St. Johns seniors were accepted to the following colleges and universities:
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The 2018 Jacksonville Debutante Coterie 
was presented June 15 during the Magnolia 
Ball at Timuquana Country Club. The 
coterie will make its final, formal bow on 
Saturday, Dec. 22 during the annual 
Christmas Ball at the Florida Yacht Club. 

The 16 young women are Christina 
Michael Alexander, a student at Valdosta 
State University; Claudette Priestman 
Bryan, a student at the University of Florida; 
Elizabeth Farley Callaghan, a student at 
Florida Gulf Coast University; Phoebe 
McDonald Clements, a student at Vanderbilt 
University; Sarah Patricia Duggan, a student 
at the University of Florida; Virginia-Anne 
Knight Feeley, a student at Texas Christian 

Magnolia Ball kicks o¥ debutante season
University; Ashton Kay Hanigan, a student 
at Virginia Tech; Chase Pierpont Nicholson, 
a student at Southern Methodist University; 
Anne Elizabeth Pentaleri, a student at the 
United States Naval Academy; Anne Bayley 
Shoemaker, a student at Tulane University; 
Dawson Elizabeth Simpson, a student at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill; Charlotte Isabella Steilberg, a student 
at the University of Georgia; Caroline 
Jordan Still, a student at the University of 
Virginia; Francesca Schofield Walton, a 
student at Princeton University; Emma 
Reade Whitner, a student at the University 
of Florida, and Kathryn Compton Williams, 
a student at Washington and Lee University.

Front: Chase Pierpont Nicholson, Phoebe McDonald Clements, Ashton Kay Hanigan, Caroline 
Jordan Still, Emma Reade Whitner, Christina Michael Alexander, Sarah Patricia Duggan; back: 
Claudette Priestman Bryan, Anne Elizabeth Pentaleri, Anne Bayley Shoemaker, Charlotte Isabella 
Steilberg, Dawson Elizabeth Simpson, Francesca Schofield Walton, and Virginia-Anne Knight 
Feeley. Not pictured: Elizabeth Farley Callaghan and Kathryn Compton Williams.  
(Photo courtesy Janet Masterson Photography)
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cheerleading, dance, rock climbing wall, 
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DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

SERVING BEER, 
WINE & SAKE

4530 St. Johns Ave. Suite 9 | Tel: (904) 503-0690  |  Fax: (904) 524-8244
(Corner of Roosevelt Blvd. and St. Johns Ave., next to Pet Supermarket)

Order Online: www.SuhsiBearJax.com
Lunch Specials Daily: 11am - 3pm

Monday-Thursday: 11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday: 11am - 11pm
Sunday: 12pm - 10pm

$5 OFF
Purchase of $25 or more
Valid for dine in only. One coupon per 
table. Discount applied to sub total. 
Must present coupon. Not valid with 
any other offers. Expires 7/31/18. 

$10 OFF
Purchase of $50 or more
Valid for dine in only. One coupon per 
table. Discount applied to sub total. 
Must present coupon. Not valid with 
any other offers. Expires 7/31/18. 

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

You only get 18 summers
to make a di�erence in your child’s life.

Native Sons and Daughters 
Parent-Child programs

Parents spending quality time with their children.

How many do you have le�?

Find out more today at join.nsdjax.org
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Governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, Florida’s 19th governor 1905-1909, and his
brother, Montcalm Broward (far le�), with enormous jew�sh, circa 1910. Gov. 

Broward (right, wearing white shirt and suspenders) died at age 53 prior to gallstone 
surgery on Oct. 1, 1910. He and his wife, Annie, had eight daughters and one son.

Two women wearing bathing costumes on 
the beach in the early 1900s hold a 

parasol to keep the sun o� their faces.

As it is today, boating on the St. Johns River was a favorite 
pastime during the summer in the early 1900s. (From the 

Leah Mary Cox photo collection)

�e Spring�eld Park swimming pool was a popular place during the heat of 
summer in Jacksonville. �e city’s �rst municipal pool opened in 1922, 

then a new one was built in 1939. A polio scare in the 1950s temporarily 
closed the pool, which eventually closed for good in 1961 following a racial 

integration e�ort, and demolished in 1970.

Courtesy of Jacksonville Historical Society Archives. To see more of the amazing historical photos from the Jacksonville Historical Archives, visit www.jaxhistory.org/research/

HAPPY HOUR
DAILY 3PM-7 PM

House Margaritas
Single Well Liquor
Glass House Wine

DRINK SPECIALS INCLUDE:

904.355.4434  |  WWW.MOSSFIRE.COM  |  1537 MARGARET STREET

NEW HOURS:
OPEN TUES. - SUN.
(CLOSED ON MONDAY)

NEW BAR MENU

$4.00
$4.00
$4.50

NEW AND IMPROVED BAR 
SEATING, INSIDE AND OUT!!
18 YEARS AND OLDER ALL DAY

HAPPY HOUR
DAILY 3PM-7 PM

NEW HOURS:
OPEN TUES. - SUN.
(CLOSED ON MONDAY)

NEW BAR MENU
CELEBRATING 

20 
GREAT YEARS!

CELEBRATING 

20 
GREAT YEARS!



XC60 T5 AWD MOMENTUM

10863 Philips Hwy
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Family owned & operated for 4 generations
Free Valet Pick-up for service repairs (See Dealer for full details.)

Lease Now*

PER MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS,  
UP TO $2,000 IN ALLOWANCES*

DYNAMIC, REFINED AND INTUITIVE
THE SWEDISH SUV HAS EVOLVED.

$419

*Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between July 1, 2018 and July 31, 2018. $3,869 due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $419, based on $43,245 MSRP of 2018 XC60 T5 AWD Momentum with Heated 
Front Seats and Heated Steering Wheel, includes destination charge, $750 Lease Bonus and $1,000 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25/mile. *Purchase and Finance: $2,000 
includes application of $1,000 Volvo Allowance and $1,000 Loyalty Bonus. Advertised lease payment and financing excludes taxes, title, and registration fees and is available for qualified customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car 
Financial Services. Payments may vary as dealer determines price. Offers available at participating dealers. Applicable vehicles are subject to retailer availability and may need to be ordered. See dealer for details. Additional disclaimers at page 
footer. Vehicle shown may include optional equipment.

2018 VOLVO

Jacksonville 
and Volvo Looking 

Stylish Together



Taking Your Smile In The Right DirectionTaking Your Smile In The Right Direction

• Wait-free appointments

• All routine family  

dentistry performed

• Metal-free crowns and fillings

• Specializing in Smile Makeovers

• End your headaches with 

Neuromuscular Dentistry

• Invisalign®, the invisible  

braces system

• Botox & Juvederm

(904) 387-3333  .  WestDentistry.com
Conveniently located in Historic Riverside / Avondale. Just 3 Blocks from 5 Points at 2301 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL

“Always gentle, always friendly.”

Dr Jacqueline West, DMD

Happy 4th  
from West Dentistry

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$100 OFF

!!! CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: NEW ADDITION OPENS FALL 2018 !!!




