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Residents raise alarm
over sediment spill in
Millers Creek

A turbidity barrier floats in Millers
Creek after JEA installed it July 26, two
days after the spill occurred.
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

As far as several Millers Creek residents are concerned, the Jacksonville
Electric Authority (JEA) is at it again.
In the early afternoon July 24,
Louis Joseph, a creek-side resident
raised the alarm to his fellow neighbors after spotting a brownish-yellow
sediment flowing into the creek
from a drainpipe from property
owned by his neighbor Kate Thilges.
The possibility of another “illegal”
sediment spill heading into Millers
Creek was very concerning for
Joseph, who immediately took a
video of the floating discharge and
called his neighbor, Sharon Johnson.
Both Joseph and Johnson are board
members of the Millers Creek
Special Tax District, a band of 28
creek-side homeowners who have
elected to pay $3,000 per year in
extra taxes to cover the costs of
dredging the silt-filled waterway
near their homes.

GLOW FROM GENEROUS GIVING LIGHTS UP BENEFIT

Despite a brief power outage, John and Jen Bachman, Tori Pappas and Cameron Hooper didn’t let the lack of light dim their
spirits during The First Tee’s annual fundraiser at the TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse. READ MORE, PAGE 23

Nothing cooler than
popsicles on a hot
summer day at camp
Children at San Jose Episcopal Day
School enjoyed a variety of specialty
camps as well as tried-and-true summer
activities.
John and Lydia Van Rooy enjoy rocket pops with Samantha Taylor, Summer and Seth Stalvey and Parker Laurin

READ MORE, PAGE 37

STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 5

FRUSTRATION
CONTINUES
TO AGITATE
NEIGHBORS
ABUTTING SAN
JOSE ESTATES

Nonprofit dedicates rooms to donors, volunteers

Although home lots at San Jose Estates
are still for sale, vandals have painted the
words “Sold Out” across the sign advertising
the stalled development.

Jim and Sandy O’Leary and JP and Jennifer Saenz join Cathy and Michael
Howland, the Jacksonville Speech and Hearing Center’s director of operations and president/CEO, respectively, at their offices for room dedications
and a celebration of gratitude for donors and volunteers.

READ MORE, PAGE 8

READ MORE, PAGE 22

See what’s new at area schools
As students head back to school, area
principals have big plans for the
coming school year. Meet the top
educators in San Marco’s public and
private schools and learn what they
have up their sleeves as the school
year begins.

READ MORE, PAGE 33
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City budget debates begin

“And I Still Rise”
by Konstantin Dimopoulos

Council reviews Mayor’s
2018-2019 budget proposal
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Sculpture influences park, courtyard design
“By day the artwork resonates with
saturated color. At night the artwork will
richly glow,” said Konstantin Dimopoulos,
the artist commissioned to create the
26-foot high sculpture in Hope Park, a gift
to the community on the campus of Baptist
MD Anderson Cancer Center.
Passers-by at the corner of San Marco
Boulevard and Children’s Way can’t help
but notice the upward-rising, tapering
spire made of carbon fiber rods, which
move with the wind, responding to the
environment. The rods move very gently
back and forth under the influence of wind,
rather like seagrasses in their pulsating
movement. As the rods touch each other
when moving in the wind, they create a
gentle sound, said Dimopoulos.

“We redesigned the park after we saw
Kon’s sculpture design,” said Melanie
Husk, Baptist Health vice president,
marketing and communications. “We
decided early on that sculpture designs
will influence landscaping, park and
courtyard designs, not vice versa.”
The sculpture, one of four on the cancer
center campus, was donated by Preston
and Joan Haskell of Ortega. Haskell,
founder of Haskell Company, noted art
collector and benefactor, has sponsored
other Downtown sculptures, including
one at the JAX Chamber office.
During August, the focus will turn toward
completing the interior details and moving
in, with a community open house planned
for Saturday, Sept. 15, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Late last month Jacksonville Mayor Lenny
Curry presented to City Council his fourth
budget since taking office in 2015. The
budget proposed for fiscal year 2018-2019,
which begins Oct. 1, is just over $1.2 billion,
an increase over last fiscal year of almost
$33 million, according to Curry.
Curry is proposing to increase funds for
safety – with $30 million-plus for the
Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office and $17 million
for the Fire & Rescue Department; health
and education, with the goal of adding 60
more therapists at Duval County Public
Schools, expanding library hours, adding
new personnel and materials and replacing
the library in Oceanway; and investing in
the City’s parks with upgrades, repairs and
additional maintenance staff.
On July 24, council approved keeping the
current millage rates intact for the 2018-19
fiscal year, which are 11.4419 for most of
Duval County.
For most of August, the council’s Finance
Committee will debate Curry’s budget
proposal. By the end of September, council
will need to approve the remaining nine
budget-related pieces of legislation.
Three of the seven members represent
historic districts. Committee Chair Greg
Anderson lives in District 14, in Ortega.
District 14 Councilman Jim Love is a resident
of Avondale and District 5 Councilwoman
Lori Boyer lives in San Marco. The other
members of the committee include Joyce
Morgan, serving as vice chair, Reginald
Gaffney, Bill Gulliford, and Sam Newby.
In District 5’s Southbank and San Marco
neighborhoods, and in District 14’s Riverside
neighborhood, the capital improvements
budget includes $3.75 million for improvements along the St. Johns River.

Those line items include $950,000 for
St. Johns River Park, $1.3 million for upgrades at Friendship Fountain, $700,000
to expand the Southbank Riverwalk,
$500,000 for a civic/cultural node on the
Northbank Riverwalk, $100,000 for a
floating dock on the Southbank, and
$200,000 for new fencing and railings along
the banks of Memorial Park.
Also in District 14, the mayor budgeted
$270,000 for electrical upgrades and lighting
at the tennis courts in Boone Park, and in
Tillie Fowler Park $313,600 for a kayak
launch and $160,000 for septic system
replacement. He also put $2.2 million into
the Public Works budget for the Park Street
road diet and $500,000 for bulkhead replacement at Willowbranch Creek.
In District 5, the Millers Creek dredge
project will get a $275,000 special district
match; $150,000 was earmarked for pedestrian bridges on San Clerc Road, and
$500,000 for a bridge on River Road.
In total, the budget for District 5 is
$4,605,350 – a 33 percent decrease over last
year, while the $3,418,600 budget proposed
for District 14 is 53 percent lower than 2017.
Almost half of that budget will be used to
create a secondary ingress/egress in Ortega
Hills ($1,050,000) and a bridge on Collins
Road ($500,000).
Countywide, the 2018-2019 capital
budget is also down by 50 percent at
$39,135,660. The 25 projects slated for
citywide projects includes road resurfacing
(nearly $12 million) and another $1.25
million for signs, striping and signals;
ADA compliance ($4.545 million for curb
ramps/sidewalks and $2 million for public
buildings); park upgrades and repairs ($2
million); drainage system rehabilitation
($4.2 million); bulkhead assessment and
restoration along the St. Johns River ($1
million), and $1.2 million for a landfill
gas-fueled leach gate evaporator.
For details about the mayor’s proposed
annual budget, visit residentnews.net and
enter “budget” in the search box.

Library Warehouse Book Sale
It’s time for another book warehouse sale
from Friends of the Jacksonville Public
Library. The sale is Thursday-Saturday, Aug.
23-25 at FJPL’s Book Warehouse at University
Park Library, 3435 University Blvd. N.
Thursday, Aug. 23 (Member Night) – 4-8
p.m. Members receive a 25 percent discount
on one $15 bag and receive a second bag
free. Don’t worry – if you’re not a member
you can join at the door for just $10.

Friday, Aug. 24 – 4-8 p.m. Buy one bag
for $15 and get a second bag free.
Saturday, Aug 25. – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Clearance Sale, plus buy one bag for $15
and get a second bag free.
Special books will be discounted. Sales
tax of 7 percent is applicable to all sales.
Proceeds help The Jacksonville Public Library.
For more information call (904) 630-2304
or visit the website at FJPL.org.
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Do it for the people
you love.
Everyone knows annual mammograms save lives. Is it time for yours?
Screening mammograms at Baptist Health are quick and easy.
n

Our digital mammograms are fast – you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes.

n

We offer 3D Mammography™ exams – the latest screening technology.

n

A doctor’s referral is not required.

n

Most insurance plans cover the cost.

n

Our expanded hours mean we can get you in sooner.

Why wait? Same or next day appointments are often available.

904.202.2222
baptistjax.com/mammo
facebook.com/baptisthealthjx

© Baptist Health 2018
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Two issues could halt Millers
Creek dredging project
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

After discussing two issues that could
potentially shut down its dredging project
before it gets started, the Millers Creek
Special Tax District Board of Directors
unanimously voted to set its yearly assessment at $3,000 per parcel during it meeting
at Havana Jax Café in St. Nicholas July 23.
During the meeting, no residents spoke
against the $3,000 assessment, which is
the maximum amount allowed by city
ordinance. After the vote, Nicole Spradley,
District 5 Councilwoman Lori Boyer’s
assistant, shared the good news that Boyer
had placed a line item in the Mayor’s
proposed budget allowing the city to match
12.5 percent of the funds spent by the
special tax district on the Millers Creek
dredging project. “The line item is in there,
but as of now the budget has not been
approved,” Spradley explained.
During the meeting the board discussed
two issues that might be problematic toward
the success of the dredging project.
The first, a financial issue, was mentioned
by Spradley in Boyer’s stead. The Office of
the Auditor General of the State of Florida
had alerted the City of Jacksonville that Millers
Creek Special Tax District has neglected to
send it an audit report for the fiscal year
2016-2017. The auditor general requested a
response by August 3, 2018, she said. “This
is serious because if you don’t get it in to them,
they can shut you down,” said Spradley.
The second issue concerns the requirements set by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection. One chemical
sample in a small area of Millers Creek
tested slightly more elevated than FDEP
requirements, and the FDEP may want
both the sediment and the water coming
out of the sediment treated, “shutting the
project down in its tracks,” said Senior
Dredging Engineer Joseph Wagner of Wood
Environment and Infrastructure Solutions,
Inc. Wagner has been hired to oversee soil
testing in the creek for the district.
Tardy audit
The issue about the tardy audit came as
no surprise to the board. The Florida Auditor
General had also sent a notice July 23 to
Millers Creek Board Attorney Wayne Flowers
of Lewis, Longman & Walker, PA., which he
then forwarded to Board Chairman Sharon
Johnson and Board Treasurer Jonathan
Wright, who did not attend the meeting.
Robert M. Thaggard, CPA, will have the
audit finished and sent to the state in

September, said Johnson. Once the late
audit is done, he will begin to work on the
audit for the 2017-2018 fiscal year, she said.
Johnson said the delay may have been
caused by confusion when Wright took over
as treasurer for Christopher Rose, who
stepped down from that position after the
unexpected death of his wife, Teresa, in
February 2018.
She also mentioned there had been a
delay in finding an auditor whose fee was
“affordable” and there may have been a
misunderstanding among the board members
about how long it would take to have a CPA
finish the audit. No audit was due during
fiscal year 2015-2016, because the district
had not yet acquired any tax funding, she
said, also noting the City does not require
an annual audit.
“We’ve got to take these things very seriously. I’m not sure how this happened,
but I believe it was a combination of things,
and I take as much responsibility as anyone
here about it,” Johnson said after informing
the board she had spoken to several accountants more than two years ago, all of
which stressed it takes several months to
do an audit. Although she had passed their
names on to the board at that time, “this
somehow slipped through,” she said.
Creek testing and analysis
With one exception, there was lots of
good news to report concerning the Millers
Creek sampling and analysis plan, said
Wagner, who has presented his findings to
the FDEP and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE).
Testing took place on June 13 and was
divided into five areas, he said, adding that
each sample was taken at a depth of 12 feet,
two feet below the level the district intends
to dredge the creek. “The idea is that you
would dredge to 10 feet and while you were
out there you would dredge the additional
two feet as premaintenance. As it fills in, it
will fill in the extra depth that you don’t
necessarily need before it gets to the depth
you want to operate. If you just dredge to the
depth you want, the minute you stop dredging,
it becomes higher than you want,” he said.
Another benefit to dredging at a lower
level is that the sediment is “sandier” and
most likely will not have any “analytes” of
concern, he said. “This will give you a better
picture of the whole water body, and when
the permit is in place, you are not mandated
to dredge down to that depth but can go to
whatever level you can afford.”
It was also good news that the tests for
metals, pesticides, and PCBs came in below

Chart of the Millers Creek sampling areas as presented by Joseph Wagner of Wood Environment
and Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. July 23.

the amounts the FDEP requires for disposal
in residential areas, Wagner said. The only
problem within the findings came from the
level of benzo(a)pyrene, an oil-based hydrocarbon, on the dry weight PAH chart
he had distributed.
The level of benzo(a)pyrene was .76,
six-hundredths above the level of .7 required
for disposal in a commercial/industrial site
and .66 more than the required .1 for a
residential site. The aberration occurred in
Section A1, a small area of the creek closest
to the Atlantic Boulevard bridge and comprises 6.5 percent of the amount of sediment
to be dredged, he said.
The levels of benzo(a)pyrene in two other
areas of the creek were .25 and .11 respectively,
slightly higher than what can be disposed
of in a residential area, but far below that
which could be distributed in a commercial/
industrial area, he said.
Because the level of benzo(a)pyrene in
one small area of the section was higher
than required for commercial/industrial
disposal, as it stands now, it would have to
be disposed of in a landfill, which is more
expensive because the district would need
to pay a tipping fee, he said.
“The soil target clean-up levels are not
magic. Saying something is toxic at .1 and
suddenly not toxic at .09, that’s not the way
these things work. These are arranged by
grade, and the agencies have to look at how
you are planning to handle the material to
determine if what you are finally going to
do with it causes a concern,” Wagner said.
Currently the FDEP has said it wants the
one benzo(a)pyrene sample that came in
above the commercial/industrial disposal
requirement to be handled separately, possibly
causing a halt to the entire project, said Wagner.
“Not only do they want us to take that
material and handle it separately, they also
want us to handle the water that would come
out of that material and treat it before it goes
back into the same creek it came out of. That
is a no-go. That would stop this job in its
tracks,” he said, adding that in his career he

has never seen FDEP require special treating
of the water from sediment.
Wagner said his suggestion to the agencies
for the two areas that came within commercial/industrial standards but above
residential is mix them with the areas that
were well below the residential standards,
so sample averages will come in below the
disposal standards for residential.
Meanwhile, his suggestion for the area
that came in above the commercial/industrial
requirement is different. “We would test
the samples and then test the water that
comes out of those samples to see if any of
this material is found in the water. Our
argument would be if that water does not
exceed their standards, there should be no
argument that we would have to treat it
special,” he said. “We don’t expect to have
to do that. The stuff we are talking about
binds to soils and is related to the road – it’s
road hash. I’m arguing that we’re trying to
restore the creek back to where it should
be, and all I am asking of them is to give
me some standards that I can work with.”
The cost to retest the one area is $14,700,
Wagner said, noting the district could delay
paying for the additional testing until it
receives its dredging permits. “You could
go through the process to see what your
costs would be so at least you are not spending
any more money on testing,” he said.
Wagner said he has requested that FDEP
allow the sediment from the other four areas
to be disposed of as residential, and that
one area be retested and possibly be put in
a landfill if it comes in higher than the
commercial/industrial requirement. “It’s
only six percent of the whole 53,000 cubic
yards dredged,” he said.
Both Boyer and Dr. Quinton White, executive director of the Marine Science
Research Institute at Jacksonville University,
have written letters to the agencies in support
of the Millers Creek dredging project, Wagner
said. The agencies “respond really well”
when they see support from prominent
members of the community, he said.
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Sediment spill in Millers Creek
“Louis noticed it because he was the one
who spotted it last time and knew immediately what it was,” said Johnson, president
of the special tax district. This incident was
the third time JEA had unwittingly released
sediment into the creek, she said.
Two years ago, on July 13, 2016, Joseph
had also filmed yellow liquid with sediment
emitting from the same drain pipe, and in
a second video, Jonathan Wright, treasurer
of the special tax district, filmed a JEA truck
in the background and the chemicals beginning to disperse throughout the creek
later that same day.
The July 2016 incident had come on the
heels of a similar issue two months before
on May 15, 2016, when Bobby Baker of
Millers Creek took photos during an incident
involving a different storm drain accessing
the creek.
After immediately hearing about the July
24 spill, Johnson said she made two calls –
one to John Flowe, water branch manager
of the city’s Environmental Quality Division
(EQD), and to District 5 Councilwoman
Lori Boyer’s office. Flowe said he would
send a “team” to the site right away, while
Boyer’s assistant, Nicole Spradley, acting
on Boyer’s behalf, also called Flowe’s office
with the same request.
“They were flushing out the piping at a
manhole at the corner of Tiber Avenue and
Olive Street and there was a big mound of
sand nearby. What they are supposed to do,
and they don’t, is to erect a barrier so the
sediment does not go into the creek, only
clear water goes into the creek,” Johnson
said. “Like the last time, JEA did not put a
protective barrier up so all the sediment –
the sand and stuff – was going through the

JEA works to dewater a section underneath
Olive Street so it can fix a sewer line break.
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pipe and into the creek. It was a whiteish,
yellow sand.”
In a phone interview, Greg Corcoran, a
project manager at JEA, said the utility had
been called by a resident to attend to two
sewer line breaks along Olive Street 30 feet
apart near the intersections of Linden Street
and Tiber Avenue, a situation he termed
“normal standard repair.”
“Any time we have an issue with the road
we need to dig down and see what the
problem is,” he said, noting in this case the
sewer lines were more than seven feet below
the road’s surface. Because the water table
is so high near the creek JEA had to dewater
the hole by putting in a “well-point system”
so it could isolate the break, dry out the
area, and fix the issue, he said.
“While installing the well-point system,
the jet water was routed through a pipe
and down to a nearby storm drain,” said
Gerri Boyce, spokesperson for JEA in an
email. “Filter fabric and gutter barriers
were installed in the drains, however with
this water and the extremely heavy rains
that also happened Tuesday, this did not
completely protect the drains. As soon as
JEA was aware of the turbid water releasing
from the storm drain out to Miller Creek
we ceased operations. However, with the
continuing rains, waters from the entire
storm-water system, some from this job
and including anything that was already
in the drains, washed into the creek,” she
continued. “We have stationed a vac truck
to receive the well-point water before it
enters the drains and will release this water
into our sewer system once the truck is
full, instead of having these waters go into
the storm-water system.”
Cloudy water in the creek does not
necessarily mean new sediment is headed
into the creek from the storm-water drains,
said Lindsay Starner, a member of JEA’s
environmental team. “What happens when
water comes out faster than normal into
the creek, like you had with our job and the
torrential downpours, is called turbidity,”
Starner said. “The water mixes everything
up that is in the bottom of the creek, so if
there is sediment or if you hit the bottom
of the creek with water faster than normal
it looks like there is being sediment carried
down into the water, but that is not necessarily the case.”
Starner said JEA has taken special precautions to ensure that no additional sediment
will go into the creek. “We have put a different
kind of filter fabric in the work area all along
Olive Street down towards Gay, and we have
put some sandbags along the filter fabric
to ensure that if any sediment were to be
washed away due to rain it would not get
into the storm drains around that area,” she
said, noting the precautions are being
checked three times a day.

The water in Millers Creek turned a brownish-yellow color July 24 after JEA inadvertently unleased
sediment into the creek.

JEA also put up a “turbidity barrier” in
the creek on July 26 to ensure that if sediment
within the waterway is stirred up by fast-flowing water, it will not travel far and “will
settle back down to where it actually came
from,” Starner said.
“This is not something that we usually do,
but we were concerned about heavy rainfall
coming in the near future and the possibility
of something happening,” she said. “We
wanted to go that extra step and make sure
that barrier was in place and nothing happened to the creek area.”
In 2016, when Millers Creek residents
caught JEA employees unlawfully discharging turbid water with sediment into
the tributary, the utility was forced by
EQD to pay a fine of $6,400 to the city.
Corcoran and Starner said they had no
idea whether EQD would fine JEA again.
“We’re in communication with the City
now, and honestly, I don’t know what will
happen,” said Starner.

1983 San Marco Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL

EQD makes the determination if they
get a phone call from a concerned citizen,
said Corcoran. “Lindsay and our environmental team work very closely with the
EQD before, during, and after any kind of
inquiry from a customer,” he said.
Johnson said she hopes that if JEA is
fined, the money will go into the special
tax district’s coffers instead of to the City,
so that it can help defray the cost of the
dredging. “We are playing a fortune for
dredging, and other than the City’s possible
12 percent that’s been put in the budget
but not approved, we are funding this
out of our own pockets. There are not
many of us, and it’s going to be terribly
expensive,” she said, noting the dredging
cost is estimated to be more than $1.5
million. “Here they (JEA) are, filling it
up, and then they get a slap on the wrist.
JEA pays a minimum fine, which goes to
the City and doesn’t help us at all with
the dredging,” she said.
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Home Street apartment complex sports new name
Residential development under
construction on Southbank
By Marcia Hodgson
The Resident Community News

The land has been cleared and construction
has begun on the Southbank property that
was once a vacant lot behind Clara’s Tidbits
Restaurant and Catering.
SoBa Apartments, a new 147-unit,
four-story luxury community located on
land adjacent to Home Street, Kipp Avenue,
and Louisa Street is being developed by
Catalyst Development Partners, a residential
developer headquartered in Atlanta. The
residential compound will be positioned
with its front entrance along Home Street,
adjacent to Kipp and Hendricks Avenues.
The apartment complex, which was
formerly known as or Home Street
Apartments, has recently been rebranded
as SoBa – a name taken from the first two
letters of South and Bank, to denote its
Jacksonville location. It is Catalyst
Development Partner’s intention that the
new apartment complex become a landmark

Rendering of the new SoBa Apartment community
being built on property adjacent to Home Street,
Kipp Avenue, and Louisa Street on the Southbank.

in Jacksonville’s Southbank District, said
Rachael Abt, director of marketing for
Catalyst.
“We are developing SoBa because we see
tremendous need and demand for apartments this close to the Central Business
and Hospital Districts,” said Jorge Sardinas
of Ponte Vedra, principal of Catalyst
Development Partners. “Right now, most
Downtown office workers need to commute
20-30 minutes to and from work. We want
to provide an alternative for people to
walk, ride their bikes, or take the Skyway
back into work.”
The SoBa housing project is designed
to be urban and eclectic and will offer
one- and two-bedroom apartments ranging
from 612 to 1,151 square feet. The apartments will include gourmet kitchens with
table-sized islands, granite counters, subway-tile backsplashes, two-tone cabinetry,
wood-inspired plank flooring, stainless
steel appliances, walk-in showers, spacious
closets, full-size washers and dryers, plus
balconies and outdoor patios to maximize
views from most units.
The community will also offer ultrahigh-end amenities including a 24-hour
fitness club with Peloton bikes, interactive
cardio equipment, top-of-the-line cross
training equipment, indoor yoga/spin
room with Fitness On Demand classes as
well as comfortable co-working spaces for
collaborative meetings, media, entertainment and gaming opportunities, and an
onsite coffee café, according to a Catalyst
press release. Outside there will be a resort-style swimming pool, summer kitchens
with gas grill stations, pub-style dining
areas, a fire pit with cozy seating, garden
daybeds, and outdoor yoga.
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For Duval County Judge
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The property at the corner of Home Street and Kipp Avenue on the Southbank is being developed
into a 147-unit, four-story luxury apartment community.

“SoBa was designed for the tech-friendly,
pet-loving, and health-conscious urbanite,”
Sardinas said. “SoBa is the front door of
the Southbank, which is transforming from
a 9-to-5 office-centric environment to a
24/7 urban/millennial neighborhood close
to all the major points of interest Jacksonville
has to offer.”
Catalyst Development Partners broke
ground on its property in late June after
receiving approval from the city June 27.
SoBa’s first residents are projected to move
in next summer, and construction is
scheduled to be complete in the first quarter
of 2020.
Summit Contracting Group, Inc. plans
to build the residential complex and its
three-story parking garage at a construction cost of $15 million. The architect is
Fisher Koppenhafer.
On May 15, Catalyst Partners purchased
the 1.92-acre parcel at 1444 Home Street
from San Marco Professional Building LLC,
a company owned by Dr. Robert Bass, a
gastroenterologist from Jacksonville Beach,
for $1.6 million. That same day they also
closed on a .81-acre parcel owned by
Prudential Insurance Company of America
for $850,000.
Bass’s company purchased a 1-acre parcel
located at 1444 Home Street for $1.43 million
in 2004 from Southbank Partners. According
to records from the Property Appraiser’s
office, the land was valued in 2016 at $964,622.
In January 2016, Bass told The Resident he
planned to develop the property into a
five-story, 50-unit apartment building with
a rooftop lounge and secured surface parking.
Since then, other parcels have been added
in the one-square block and the residential
development has tripled in size.
In September 2017, The Resident reported
that to accommodate the development’s
size increase, the Downtown Investment

We want to provide an
alternative for people to walk,
ride their bikes, or take the
Skyway back into work.
— Jorge Sardinas
Ponte Vedra, principal of Catalyst
Development Partners.

Authority (DIA) approved an Allocation of
Development Rights to the developer,
converting approximately 1.43 acres of
general office development rights to a
multi-family development right, during its
meeting Aug. 23, 2017.
Also, on Aug. 23, 2017, the Community
Redevelopment Agency board approved a
$2.53 million REV (Recapture Enhanced
Value) Grant, which represents 75 percent
of the property taxes to be collected and
paid out over 15 years.
In exchange for the grant, Catalyst
Development Partners, also known as CDP
Home Street LLC, was to allocate 10 percent
of the units for workforce housing – housing
that is affordable for households with an
earned income which is insufficient to
secure quality housing within a reasonable
proximity to a workplace, such as Downtown
Jacksonville, The Resident reported.
Collectively, the project will result in
the investment of approximately $24.8
million for the construction of the rental
apartment facility and associated improvements, according to the resolution approved
by the DIA.
A small .3-acre parcel at 1411 Louisa
Street, adjacent to the SoBa development,
is not included in the plan. Purchased by
SRJ Ventures, Inc. for $283,500 in 2004, that
land is currently used as a parking lot.
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SOLD

1854 EPPING FOREST WAY S
5/4/2-5,642 sqft.
SOLD by Melissa Keyes and Bronwen Krause! The Crown Jewel of Epping
Forest! Exquisitely renovated by the great craftsmen of the South.
Design work by James Michael Howard. Featuring hand-painted wall
murals and faux-marbre baseboards by Bob Christian of Savannah, Ga.

2949 BERNICE DR
4/4-2,788 sqft.
SOLD by Sarah Leuthold and Linda Maxwell! You will appreciate all
of the appealing finishes the owners have put into this open and
airy home. The upgrades are numerous and include beautiful new
flooring, new interior doors throughout, and smooth ceilings.

1334 MORVENWOOD RD
4 / 2 / 1 / 2,093 sqft.
SOLD by Elizabeth O’Steen, Cece Cummings, and Billie Bernhardt! This San
Marco jewel lives LARGE. The entire home is filled with natural light and
offers the historic feel with the functional features of a new home. Kitchen
completely remodeled with quartz countertops and stainless steel appliances.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 1601
2/2-1,337 sqft.
SOLD by Josh Nugent and Zack Williams! Rare South West
corner unit in the most luxurious building in all of Jacksonville.
Enormous sunset river views from wrap around balcony. Open
kitchen with Italian cherry cabinets and KitchenAid appliances.

REALTOR®

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

(904) 903-8993

Susan Tuohy

Helen Willoughby

REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548

9931 HALEY RD - $335,000
4/2/1-2,281 sqft.
Unique French Villa inspired heated pool home on a large
corner lot in the heart of mandarin. This remarkable property
boasts many recent upgrades artfully married with distinct
original architectural features to preserve this homes history.

6977 SAN JOSE BLVD - $419,000
4/3-2,990 sqft.
MOTIVATED SELLER - BRING ALL OFFERS! SELLER
OFFERING BUYER CONCESSIONS! From the moment you
walk through the door you will be awed by the attention
to detail and fabulous upgrades in each room you enter.

7004 GAINES CT - $1.395MM
4/4/1-4,988 sqft.
The only home in Epping Forest that sits atop the bluff next to the exquisite
DuPont Mansion, this home shares the same breathtaking views of the formal
gardens, the marina, & the St. Johns river. Wonderful & livable floorplan takes
advantage of the home’s premier location with views from almost every room!

5342 SKYLARK MANOR DR - $374,900
4/3-2,483 sqft.
Looking for the perfect stucco home with a perfect
split floorplan, in the perfect neighborhood? Look no
further; Skylark Ridge is a hidden gem in Mandarin
centrally located close to I-295 shopping and dining.

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Mckinnon, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514 / 686-4312

Natalie Reese
REALTOR®

(904) 535-7386

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

6647 EPPING FOREST WAY N - $1.399MM
5/5/1-5,539 sqft.
You will be wowed by the beautiful transformation that has
taken place in this inviting family home. The gorgeous wide plank
hardwood floors span throughout the first floor & presentation
stair case. Bright light walls newly painted for a pleasing refresher.

1603 RIVER OAKS RD - $449,000
3/2-1,853 sqft.
Well-maintained POOL home close to San Marco Square, hospitals,
downtown, Stadium. After a relaxing day by the pool, walk or bike
down to shop/dine in one of Jacksonville’s premier historic areas.
This home is full of charm with many updates throughout.

3005 BEAUCLERC OAKS DR S - $365,000
4/2-2,355 sqft.
SIGNIFICANT PRICE REDUCTION! Delightful one story
ranch home on a quiet cul de sac. Updated kitchen with
cherry cabinets and Cambria quartz counter tops with
backsplash. Recessed lighting, hardwood floors.

6750 EPPING FOREST WAY N # 115 - $920,000
2/3/1-3,217 sqft.
Spectacular panoramic views of the St. Johns River & Marina at the Epping
Forest Yacht Club from this 3rd floor one owner penthouse condo. Spacious
living area with gorgeous hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace, crown
molding, 10 ft. ceilings & a wall of windows overlooking the river.

REALTOR®
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REALTOR®

(904) 607-9244

(904) 699-4417

SOLD

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

Josh Nugent

Joy Walker

REALTOR®

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342 / 708-2423

REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

(904) 333-3883

Michael Starling

SOLD

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 1803
1/1-1,125 sqft.
SOLD by Josh Nugent and Zack Williams! Enjoy stress free
living in one of Jacksonville’s premier condo buildings.
Unit features Italian cherry kitchen cabinets and
KitchenAid appliances. Beautiful Italian marble baths.

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

(904) 614-6949

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

2771 SOUTHWOOD LN - $355,000
3/2-1,652 sqft.
Charming updated and restored painted brick bungalow on a delightful
street in the heart of San Marco awaits new owner. From the moment you
step inside you will notice and appreciate the architectural detail, the tasteful
updates and the desire to maintain the original integrity of the home.

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Linda Ohlrich
REALTOR®

(904) 449-9257

2344 LA MESA CT - $530,000
4/4/1-4,780 sqft.
Stately two story Georgian home located in desirable San Jose Forest on a quiet
cul-de-sac awaits a large/growing or multi-generational family. This home
boasts gorgeous hardwood floors, crown molding, 2 fireplaces, lovely upstairs
master suite & newer ground floor en suite master bedroom, office/study.

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

3809 LAVISTA CIR # 229
3/3-1,494 sqft.
You will not want to miss this incredible updated town home!
Beautiful new white kitchen with brand new backsplash. High
tech, but easy to use Nest Thermostat. New HVAC in 2017. New
roof in 2015. New (stainless inside and out) dishwasher in 2018.

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
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REALTOR®

(305) 331-6518

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

NOW HIRING NEW
& NOW
EXPERIENCED
AGENTS
HIRING NEW
&

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Buying
a home?
Buying
a home?
EXPERIENCED AGENTS
me to discuss
Contact Contact
me to discuss
youryour

• Exceptional support so you can focus on dollar productive activities
• Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
• New Agent Training Program, differentiate yourself
in a competitive business and build a career

ome?

uss your

REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Genni Jet

REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

Taft Alexander

Elizabeth O’Steen

Contact:
Contact:

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414

Mortgage
Co
Mortgag
(904) 610-335
(904) 610
Meredith.Med
Meredith
Apply
Online:

Apply On

Buying a home?

Mortgage
Consultant
Josh Cohen,
Managing
Broker
Josh
Cohen,
Managing
Broker
(904) 610-3356
904.422.2031
Contact me to discuss
your
904.422.2031
Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS#
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com

josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Meredi
Meredith
M
NMLSR
ID: 1
NMLSR

75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414

Mortgage Consultant
(904) 610-3356
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Prosperity H
75164. (NM
www.nmls

8 |

R ESID ENT COMM UNITY NEWS

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | AUGUST 201 8

Dispute takes a different course for San Jose homeowners
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

After repeatedly asking developers Feras
Mouded and James O’Nan to fix the faulty
drainage system at San Jose Estates, which
has caused soggy grass and standing water
in their backyard for the past 18 months,
Lynne and David Robison have decided to
take matters into their own hands.
In a 24-page document entitled, “San Jose
Estates: A Project that Never Ends,” David
Robison outlined a solution he planned to
immediately put into action to dry out his
backyard and requested the amount of
$35,000 from the owner of San Jose Estates
to cover its costs. Included in the $35,000
are Robison’s work in devising the solution
to the development’s drainage problem as
well as the cost to repair to his property and
his signed release to San Jose Estates of all
liability to his property except for artesian-fed
standing water.
The document was emailed July 5 to
Mouded, San Jose Estates owner, and O’Nan,
“coordinator of the entitlements of the
project.” Mouded seeks to build a small
subdivision, comprised of six parcels,
bordering San Jose Boulevard.
“We could not wait any longer,” said Lynne
Robison in a telephone interview. “This is
absolutely ridiculous. We can’t use our yard
because its soaking wet. I want to be able
to enjoy my property, and he’s been taking
that away from me for a year and a half.
They haven’t put up any kind of fence or
any kind of anything. They seem to be at a
standstill, and at this point it looks like
abandoned property,” she said.
When called by The Resident, Mouded said
he had received Robison’s email but was
“busy” and would not comment on whether

he would accept Robison’s solution and pay
him $35,000 to fix his backyard. When asked
if his development was “sold out” as indicated
in black paint on the onsite sign advertising
San Jose Estates, Mouded said his development was “not sold out,” and that he was
not aware that someone had painted on the
sign, which advertises “luxury single family
homes from the mid $400,000.”
“I wasn’t aware of it,” he said. “I will have
to check that out.”
Formerly wetlands, the San Jose Estates
property was purchased by Mouded, a Fort
Caroline realtor, in April 2016. Mouded has
since filled in his property with dirt and
built a drainage system, which, in the view
of Robison, a civil engineer, is insufficient
to prevent standing water from invading
his backyard and those of his Madrid Avenue
neighbors, which abut the development.
In May, O’Nan sent an email to the six
San Jose Estate abutters offering $250 cash
as part of a “Neighborhood Fund” for each
to use to fill and sod a portion of each
backyard as compensation for damage done
to their property due to the development
of San Jose Estates. To receive the money
all six homeowners were required to sign
a receipt waiving and releasing “any and all
current issues regarding the San Jose Estates
development as well as any future issues of
the same.” It was an offer Robison and his
Madrid Avenue neighbors easily refused.
In an email dated July 5, Robison informed
O’Nan that he had hired contractors to
“rectify the ongoing wetness in my backyard.
As we look at what is best for the neighborhood, it is clear that my contractors should
go into your perforated drainage system,
fix it, then link into it,” he wrote. “This would
require your permission and your funding.
This project has been going on for one and

Lynne and David Robison are raising the level of their property by four feet and building a
retaining way to prevent their backyard from flooding due to an insufficient drainage system
installed by the neighboring San Jose Estates development.

a half years. Enough. I have attached a
document that outlines what is wrong, what
I am going to do, and how I can fix the
whole thing.”
In his report, Robison said stagnant water
in the backyards of the Madrid Avenue
properties is caused by their location at the
bottom of a hill “where water permeates
into the soil at a much higher elevation.”
Historically, ground water was able to flow
from the San Jose Estate property when it
was wetlands and had permeable soil. But
when the developer compacted the porous
soil with low permeability fill, it stopped
the underground water flow, forcing water
to the surface, Robison said. “That is what
is keeping mine and my neighbors’ properties
wet,” he wrote. “This upward water movement
manifests itself as small artesian systems
and is active in periods of moderate rain.”
To solve the problem, Robison is in the
process of installing a four-foot retaining
wall on the property line separating his
property from San Jose Estates and filling his
backyard with nearly three feet of gravel and
stone as well as a foot of top soil. It is his plan
that water from his property will flow through
the gravel underneath the retaining wall into
the entire length of perforated pipe, already
installed by San Jose Estates, which would
now be also surrounded by gravel.
“The retaining wall elevates our property
grade high enough that even if there is a
failure, the water will flow into Christopher
Creek without reservoiring our properties,”
he wrote.
As long as any standing water sits on the
Madrid Avenue properties or in the San
Jose Estates culverts, Robison said he and
his neighbors plan to contest the issuance
of permits Mouded needs to advance his
development.
“I am spending money now so ‘damages’
are becoming real and quantified. Again
enough. I implore you to work with us, so
we can finish this off. We’ll get our

Kevin Conner’s backyard continues to be wet
since the developer of San Jose Estates filled
in the wetlands adjacent to his property more
than a year ago.

properties back and San Jose Estates can
get past this fill permit,” he wrote to O’Nan
in the July 5 email.
As of press time, Robison said he had no
response from the San Jose developers and
is prepared take legal action against them
to pay for the repairs to his property.
Robison’s closest Madrid Avenue neighbors, Kevin Conner and Harry Whittle,
said they support Robison. Both said they
have no plans at this time to hire contractors
to raise up their backyards but will support
any legal action Robison takes to receive
compensation in his efforts to rectify the
wet ground.
“I plan to move forward as a plaintiff with
the Robisons, financially helping to cover
the attorney fees and seeking damages,” said
Conner in an email.
Whittle, whose yard sits lowest of all the
abutters, said standing water is a constant
in his backyard and water comes up to
within an inch of invading his living room
during moderate rainstorms.
“I don’t have the funds to fix it upfront
like he (Robison) does, so I can’t build up
my property,” Whittle said, noting his young
grandchildren, who live with him, have a
backyard swing set they no longer use
because of the standing water. “Since they
filled in the wetlands, our property in the
back stays mushy all the time,” he said.
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SNAP members seek more secure neighborhood park
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Over the Fourth of July, more than 20 St.
Nicholas residents gathered in Palmer
Terrace Park to chow down on hot dogs
and hamburgers and enjoy an evening of
watching fireworks over the St. Johns River.
Organized by Darren Moses and Scott
Glass, both members of St. Nicholas Area
Preservation (SNAP), the Independence Day
party was the first of many the SNAP organizers hope to have in the park since the
society has taken the well-used greenspace
under its wing.
“On July 4 we brought down a generator
and strung up some string lights and 20 of
our neighbors gathered for a cookout,” said
Glass. “When it was time for the fireworks,
a bunch of people who were not from our
neighborhood came and joined us. We had
lots of hot dogs and hamburgers left over
so we said, if you want to come and partake,
please join us. They were more than happy
to do so. They had brought their kids, and
we had a really good time.”
There is nothing Moses and Glass would
like more than to see the well-used greenspace on the St. Johns River become a true
“neighborhood” park. Already the duo has
cut back overgrown foliage and frequently
heads down to the shoreline to clean up litter.
But before Palmer Terrace Park truly
becomes a place where St. Nicholas residents feel comfortable, more than litter
needs to be addressed. Ridding the pocket
park of after-hours activity, such as drug
use and vandalism, will help reduce the
chronic problems that the newly-rejuvenated SNAP organization wants to solve.
“Once we get that park secure, we can
keep the park like we want to,” Glass said.
In October 2015, The Resident reported
that vandals destroyed a heavy concrete
table and benches supplied by the City of
Jacksonville by taking a hammer to them
and tossing them into the St. Johns River.
As the City considered how to repair the
broken furniture, Virginia Mitchell of St.
Nicholas donated a tile-top table and four
chairs to the park, but soon her donation

St. Nicholas neighbors gather for hot dogs,
hamburgers and fireworks on the Fourth of
July in Palmer Terrace Park.

Scott Glass and Darren Moses

suffered a similar fate. Since then all donated
lawn furniture has been vandalized and
thrown over the bulkhead, said Glass.
Today there is no furniture in the park,
and SNAP is considering many options on
how to make the greenspace a more secure
location. Under discussion is encouraging
the Jacksonville Sheriff ’s Office to have
more of a neighborhood presence and
having neighbors who walk their dogs at
night to keep a watchful eye out, Glass said.
The group is also thinking of having
JEA run electricity into the park, so motion
lights might be installed. Another idea
bandied about by SNAP members is to
purchase the park from the City, so it can
be better secured by the neighborhood,
he said.
SNAP President Erik Kaldor said no
formal proposal to try to have SNAP buy
the park has yet to be officially discussed.
On the list of things SNAP currently plans
for the neighborhood is park beautification
and a way to make the greenspace more Sunset over Jacksonville as seen from Palmer Terrace Park in St. Nicholas.
secure, he said. It has even been suggested
that more neighborhood functions, including the annual St. Nicholas Christmas
party be held there so that neighborhood
streets would no longer need to be blocked
off, said Glass.
Palmer Terrace Park is “a place where
you can take your dog, close the gate, and
with knowledge, integrity and experience.
let your dog run free,” said Glass. “It’s a
place where people who don’t have waterfront property can hang out by the river,”
he continued, noting if there was a way to
curb vandalism, a children’s playground
might even be set up there.
“We decided to take the park under our
wing when we decided to get SNAP going
again. Through SNAP we are trying to
6644 Epping Forest Way North - Beautiful brick custom
1605 Parkwood Street - This home is one of the largest
protect the integrity of the neighborhood
home on Christopher Creek in Epping Forest! Large kitchen
in the area. Over 2300 sq. ft. The exterior has just been
repainted, roof is about 6 months old, 4-5 yr HVAC, updated with granite countertops and huge cooking island with ample
and the hometown feel of it, which is imseating. Dock with boat lift and party platform. The garage
kitchen and remodeled bathroom, brand new septic and
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is a car lover’s dream — GaragePro installed flooring and
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fabulous storage cabinets and work bench! Wonderful views
manicured lot. The bedrooms are large and if you need
neighborhood. We are trying to get everything
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and dryer. It is ready to move in. $254,900
work and it takes some people’s time, but
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106 Cypress Landing - Enjoy life on the St. Johns River in
this brick home in a small neighborhood with community
pool, tennis court and playground. Updated kitchen
with wood floors, Thermador and Sub Zero appliances,
Travertine floors in living/dining room and glassed sun/
family room! Gas cooking, grill, fireplace and Generac
whole-house generator — all fueled by 250 gallon buried
propane tank. 465’ Shared dock. $850,000
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8605 Villa San Jose Drive East - Wonderfully spacious
home on large lot in convenient Villa San Jose! Beautifully
updated kitchen with Cambria quartz countertops and
36-inch induction cooktop. Engineered hardwood floors
in kitchen, family room, living and dining rooms, upstairs
hallway and Owner’s Suite. Owner’s bath has Cambria quartz
counters, large shower and closet. Private pool with plenty of
“playroom’’ for kids and pets in the large yard! $475,000

Linda McMorrow REALTOR®
904-626-9900
florida_legends@msn.com
Selby Kaiser REALTOR®
904-626-8800
selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

904.739.7100 (Office) | 904.425.3989 (Fax) | info@sellinglegends.com | TheLegendsOfRealEstate.com
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Klutho’s dream of urban connectivity gains momentum
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Although it’s been long known as the
Emerald Necklace, a map of preliminary
alignments connecting 14 neighborhoods
in the urban core suggests a spider web.
Envisioned more than a century ago by
architect Henry J. Klutho to be a series of
connecting parks and greenways, the Emerald
Necklace will eventually include a hiking
and biking trail along several waterways,
but the project could take 10 years to build
and significant funding.
About 300 residents filled the auditorium
at Florida State College—Jacksonville’s
downtown campus July 24 to get a preview
of what Groundwork Jacksonville has in
mind for completing Klutho’s dream. The
nonprofit’s goal includes restoring creeks,
building trails, creating parks and installing
public art. It could also include a name
change if a “necklace” is no longer an
accurate description.

A rendering of a restored McCoys Creek along
McCoys Creek Boulevard gives future users a
glimpse of what an urban nature trail could
look like.

The 24-mile trail begins at and includes
the S-Line (a 4.8-mile rails-to-trails multiuse path) in the northeast section of the
urban core, stretches west to the KIPP
Middle School, wanders down to Memorial
Park in Riverside, then crosses the river
to San Marco. The project, at an average
cost of $2 million per mile, will have
significant benefits for the community,
said Kay Ehas, Groundwork Jacksonville
CEO, and Riverside resident, in an interview
prior to the public meeting.
According to research Ehas has done, the
improvements will raise property values and
spur economic development while providing
a safe, aesthetic environment for exercise.
During the July 24 presentation, Ehas said
trails retain youth and local talent, while
attracting new businesses and increasing
revenue at existing ones. Trails also support
active transportation, promoting less dependency on cars and expansion of roadways.
“We’re designing this for the 60 percent
of people who are interested but concerned
about riding bicycles on the road,” said Ehas,
stating they are trying to identify low-volume,
low-speed roads for the neighborhood
connections to the trail.
The master plan is looking at a variety of
trail types, from greenway trails completely
separated from vehicular traffic, to side
paths separating pedestrians and cyclists
from traffic by landscape buffers, to transforming under-utilized alleys into community
shared-used space, among other types.
Ehas believes a combination of public and
private dollars, including grants, may be the
way to get the trail built. An implementation
plan, when finalized, will identify the cost
and prioritization of each trail segment.

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

Located in Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552
(904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

Preliminary Alignments

A network of trails would connect Jacksonville’s urban areas in a bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly way.

The $88,200 cost for the trail master plan,
developed by PATH Foundation and KAIZEN
Collaborative, is being privately underwritten
by a $50,000 donation from JTC Running
(JTC), as well as through grants from Local
Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) and
the Giving Forward Community Endowment
Fund at The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida.
PATH Foundation has built over 275
miles of greenway trails, including the
Atlanta BeltLine, and KAIZEN has master-planned 875 miles of multi-use trails
with more than 30 communities.
To generate excitement about and support
for the ambitious project, Groundwork is
trying to first develop a “model mile,” which
will show what can be done and how it will
benefit the community. They are currently
looking at three options.
One option, from Riverside Park to Central
Riverside Elementary School, will cost $1.5
million to develop 1.3 miles of walkable,
bikeable trail. Another option connects Hogan
Street from an area slightly north of FSCJ
down to The Landing, a cost of $2 million
for 0.9 miles, while the last option at the
S-Line on W. Beaver Street and works its way
to McCoys Creek past the convention center.
Those 1.4 miles would cost $3.6 million.
Next steps after collecting public feedback
include finalizing a Master Trail Plan report
to submit to City Council for adoption, and
then designing building the “model mile”
trail segment would begin.

McCoys Creek restoration
As part of the Jacksonville Master Trail
plan, Groundwork Jacksonville is partnering
with the City to develop the creek restoration
plan portion of Mayor Lenny Curry’s
McCoys Creek project.
Mayor Curry’s proposed budget for
2018-2019 includes $13 million to begin
restoration of 2.8 miles of McCoys Creek,
which has been estimated to cost nearly
$60 million over four years. The plan
would include raising or removing bridges,
restoring natural channels, creating greenways, and building kayak launches.
Groundwork is working with Wood
Environment & Infrastructure Solutions,
Inc., a Florida creek expert, on a natural
channel design to potentially redirect the
flood-prone McCoys Creek by removing
manmade barricades.
“Natural channel design becomes stronger
over time,” said Ehas, who has support
from the St. Johns River Water Management
District for the concept. “Planting the
right trees makes it more self-sustaining
over time, and it will be able to deal with
more storm water than it does today.”
The McCoys Creek Restoration evaluation
and design plan will cost $326,242 and is
coming from a variety of sources, including
a request by the City’s Environmental
Protection Board for City Council to
approve $84,600.

17 th Annual

September 7 & 8, 2018 at
the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

Founding Sponsors In Partnership With
TM

Visit America’s Top 14 Resorts in one evening.
Experience a celebration of inspired food featuring
acclaimed chefs from some of the nation’s
most iconic restaurants and resorts
paired with a variety of exceptional
wines from selected vineyards.

Proceeds Benefit

ST. VINCENT’S COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROGRAMS

DeliciousDestinationsJax.com
Sponsorships are now available starting at $2,500
on our website or call (904) 308-7306.

INTERESTED IN A CAREER
IN REAL ESTATE?
Call today to learn more.

904.421.6920
Gonzalo Mejia
Vice-President/Managing Broker

We’re in your neighborhood.

MEET OUR AGENTS

2344 LAUREL RD
$1,485,000
5 bedrooms/4.5 baths
5,046 sqft.
Fantastic San Marco Estate
on a lush 2/3 acre lot in the
Heart of San Marco. This is
an entertaining Oasis, with
expansive original hardwoods,
multiple fireplaces, open
floorplan, large Kitchen,
spacious rooms, separate Gym,
elaborate Owner’s Suite
Jon Singleton
904.226.3480

WATSON SAN MARCO COLLECTION

SOLD
Really cute Bungalow. Walkable section of
San Marco/Miramar
4025 Birmingham Rd

All brick home in desirable San Marco
1130 Holly Ln

2 bedrooms / 1 bath

2,347 sqft / $500,000
Charles & Lorna Anno Team
904.993.7487/904.485.0675

1,236 sqft / $240,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

3 bedrooms /2 baths

San Marco Investment
1610 Minerva Ave

Rented Home and Garage Apartment
Zoned CRO
$225,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

TRANSITION TEAM
Liz Reiman, 904.535.8686
(speaks Portuguese) &
Bruce Homeyer, 904.349.1390

David & Clair Team
904.716.7863

Joseph Poletto
401.450.9720

DREAM HOME TEAM
Michael Leachman, 904.309.2000
(Speaks German) &
Eleana Carrion, 904-476-8682
(speaks Spanish)

CHARLES AND LORNA ANNO TEAM
Charles Anno, 904.993.7487 &
Lorna Anno, 904.485.0675

WELCOME JON SINGLETON
904.226.3480

All brick ranch home in Brierwood
5067 Somersby Rd

3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

1,750 sqft / $224,999
David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

Spacious Arlington gem
7751 Mystic Pont Ct E

ALL Brick Miramar Renovation
1244 Preston Pl

1,464 sqft / $179,900
Michael Pringle 386.569.9125

1,468 sqft / $335,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

2 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths

Exquisite Manor Home
3126 Wellesley Square

Two blocks from San Marco square
1722 Belmonte Ave

Magnificent San Marco Estate
1090 Arbor Ln

4,591 sqft / $849,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

2,395 sqft / $424,900
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

5,338 sqft / $1,200,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

4 Bedrooms / 4.5 Baths

4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths

5 Bedrooms / 5.5 Baths

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

Congratulations Top Producers June 2018
Top Sales Agent: Joseph Poletto
Top Sales Team: David & Clair Team
Top Lister Agent: Joe Poletto
Top Lister Team: David & Clair Team
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FDOT passes halfway mark on
major road improvements project
intersections and adjusting lane closures
accordingly, and lanes are being reopened
as work is completed. Generally, lane
While motorists tap the brakes as often closures will not occur during rush hour/
as they impatiently tap their thumbs on times of typically heavy traffic.”
the steering wheel while travelling State
Daytime lane closures are not permitted
Road 13 (Hendricks Avenue/San Jose during northbound morning and southBoulevard) in stop-and-go traffic, the good bound afternoon rush hours or near a
news is the year-long project has passed signalized intersection or at the Hendricks
the halfway mark.
Avenue Elementary School zone.
In the meantime, traffic is often restricted
Phase 2 of the eight-phase project is the
to one lane in each direction.
longest, encompassing 120 to 150 days of
“The contractor is currently completing median improvements. The first phase,
paving operations throughout the length which began in January, widened a portion
of the project, which requires intermittent of San Jose Boulevard between Dunsford
daytime lane closures,” said Sara Pleasants, and River Oaks Roads to allow on-street
public information officer for the Florida parking to remain. Now road crews are
Department of Transportation. “The project improving existing medians or adding new
team is monitoring traffic near major ones in the three-mile stretch from Cornell
Road north to San Marco Boulevard.
In addition to removing and replacing
the top layer of asphalt during Phase 2,
the project will include pedestrian, bicyclist
and traffic safety improvements along the
route. Traffic safety upgrades included
driveway improvements at Arcadia Drive
during Phase 3, sight-distance improvements at San Jose Boulevard South in
Phase 4, and intersection improvements
at Emerson Road in Phase 5 – which were
concurrent with Phase 1.
For pedestrians, crosswalks at several
intersections will be restriped and enhanced
and countdown pedestrian signals will be
installed at Greenridge Road, Emerson Overview of the State Route 13 resurfacing project which will not be completed until Spring 2019.
Street, Ridgeland Road, Dunsford Road and
River Oaks Road during Phase 6. Crosswalks crossing, and a pedestrian island will be widened by narrowing the median allowing
Motorists on Hendricks Avenue/San Jose
and pedestrian signals will also be updated constructed in the school zone.
for on-street parking to remain.
Boulevard deal with single-lane traffic while
the road is resurfaced.
at the Hendricks Avenue Elementary School
The shoulders along the corridor on
FDOT expected paving operations to be
both sides of the road will be striped for complete by mid-August, then the roadway
bicycle lanes, connecting existing bicycle will be striped in its final configuration,
lanes
south of Cornell Road to existing including restoration of on-street parking
ASIDE FROM YOUR WELCOME MAT
bicycle lanes on Hendricks Avenue that from Peachtree Circle North to Dunsford
YOUR FRONT DOOR IS
begin at the intersection of San Marco Road. After paving is complete, the contractor
Boulevard. In order to provide a marked will move on to signal work, said Pleasants.
YOUR BEST FIRST IMPRESSION!
bicycle lane throughout the project limits,
After milling and resurfacing during
on-street parking was removed from Cornell Phases 7 and 8, some of which is occurring
Road to Peachtree Circle North and from concurrently with Phase 2, the $5.4 million
D u n s f o r d R o a d t o S a n M a r c o project is scheduled to be completed by the
Boulevard. Between Peachtree Circle North end of the year, barring any weather delays
and Dunsford Road, the roadway was or unforeseen circumstances.
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Reformer Pilates
Low impact - great results.
For all ages and fitness levels

2000 Hendricks Ave, Unit 4
San Marco | 904.584.3468

BANKING BUILT FOR
YOUR BUSINESS
We provide financing for expansion, equipment
purchases, and buying your own building.

Doors and More Refinishing
If Your Wood is Boring, Try Restoring

DOORS, PERGOLAS, FENCES, GATES, DECKS, BOATS, AND MORE!

We help manage cash flow and reduce risk.
We can provide Lines of Credit for working capital.

When you need us, we’re here to help!

For a quick quote, simply text or email us a photo of your door.
We will provide an estimate you can’t pass up.
(904) 334-5177 | doorsandmorerefinishing@gmail.com
Locally Owned and Operated

firstatlantic.bank | 904-348-3100
Jacksonville • Orange Park • Ponte Vedra
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With children back at school, motorists advised to slow down, be alert
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

On the surface it seems to be an easy job
requiring little more than wearing a safety
vest, pressing the walk button on a traffic
light, and holding up a paddle to stop traffic.
But the role of school crossing guard is not
for sissies – just ask Patricia Bridgeman.
The longtime San Marco resident said she
has had many strange encounters with traffic
during the nine years she has manned her
post in front of Hendricks Avenue Elementary
School. With school starting August 13, she
reminds drivers not to speed and to pay
close attention when they enter school zones,
especially on Hendricks Avenue, which may
be the busiest road in San Marco.
“Motorists need to be aware that children
are fixing to cross once the light changes to
red,” she said. “Drivers need to pay attention
because a lot of times they are watching the
light and not watching me and the children.
Kids are kids, and they’ll drag their feet and
sometimes it takes them forever to cross the
street. Often I see cars fixing to come on and
the kids haven’t finished crossing yet.”
For the next six months, children who
traverse Hendricks Avenue to get to HAE
need to be extra careful due to road construction in front of the school, Bridgeman
said. The construction area, which is littered
with orange markers, can be confusing to
drivers, presenting a more dangerous
situation than normal, she said.
It is the Florida Department of Transportation’s plan to have the repaving project
complete and the road restriped with two
traffic lanes, a dedicated bike lane and
on-street parking in both directions by
December, said FDOT Spokesperson Sara
Pleasants. To establish a work zone so the
medians could be narrowed, traffic has
been shifted to the outer edges of the
roadway, eliminating on-street parking in
the area, she said.
This means that speeding cars fly past
Bridgeman and her young charges within
a foot of the curb, she said.
“We’ve lost the distance of a parking space
between us and the cars, making it easier

Pat Bridgeman ferries students from Hendricks
Avenue Elementary across busy Hendricks
Avenue after school.

While Pat Bridgeman holds up
traffic in the northbound lanes of
Hendricks, children still run across
the southbound lanes making for
a potentially dangerous situation.

for the kids to [inadvertently] step out into
traffic,” she said. “I think they [FDOT] have
made it worse in front of the school. They
don’t have any parking anymore where they
used to have extra parking,” she said, adding
the present lack of on-street parking makes
it difficult for her to find parking close to
her post so she can use her car as shelter in
case of a thunderstorm.
To help keep kids safe while they are
waiting to cross the street, Bridgeman advises
parents to share the following tips with their
children: 1) No playing around. 2) No
goofing off. 3) No running around when
standing with the crossing guard. “If they
are not paying attention, they could step
out in traffic, which is whizzing by only a
foot away from the curb,” she said. “We have
a lot of speeding along here, especially in
the afternoon. When the kids are released
from school early, people are usually flying
through here.”
Bridgeman also cautions that the same
laws which govern cars on the roadway
apply to bicyclists as well. “Bicycles need
to follow the same regulations vehicles have,
and some bikes don’t think they need to
stop when I am crossing the children,” she
said.
Because Hendricks Avenue is a divided
highway, normally two crossing guards
are assigned to see children make their
way across both the northbound and
southbound lanes. However, often on
Hendricks only Bridgeman is available,
and things can get dicey, especially if the
light changes before all the children have
made their way across, she said.
“When we have only one crossing guard,
I work both sides. When I take the children
over there, I still must come back to my
post. If the light changes while I am coming

Drive Safely!
Precious Cargo Is Back On The Road.
Missie Sarra LePrell Always Makes The Grade In San Marco!

2525 Laurel Road
$770,000

Missie Sarra LePrell,

1034
Sorrento Road

2782
Green Bay Lane

UNDER
CONTRACT

UNDER
CONTRACT

“Expect The Best”

Broker Associate, gri
Multi Million Dollar Producer
904.803.4141
Missie@MissieSold.com

back, I can be caught and have had to blow
my whistle to get the cars to stop,” she said.
Over the years, Bridgeman said she has
suffered many close calls, mainly from
distracted motorists focused on cell phones
or texting.
“People are looking at their cell phones
and talking and not really paying attention.
I’ve almost gotten hit more than once because
of it. They can be stopped but take their
foot off the brake because they are so interested in their phones, and the cars gradually
move further and further up while I’m trying
to bring the children across,” she said. “The
next thing I know is I have a car right there,
and it’s a little close for comfort.”
And the hardest part of the job is staying
alert herself. “You need to be paying

“The JAX Chamber connects you to networking,
community involvement, educational and business
development opportunities. From a one-person business
to companies of all sizes — joining the Chamber and actively
participating is the best way I can think of to expand your
network personally and professionally. It’s a whole world of
opportunity just waiting to be tapped into.”
— Sarah Marie Johnston
Co-owner of Town Hall and Moxie Kitchen + Cocktails
2017 Overall Small Business Leader of the Year

Join Us
Today!
myjaxchamber.com

Each office independently owned and operated.

attention all the time. You can’t be lackadaisical or be daydreaming. You need to
keep your eyes roaming and be aware.
When you have bumper-to-bumper traffic,
it can be hard to find a gap, so you can
stop them,” she said.
But the job of crossing guard has an upside,
too. The best part is getting to know the
parents and children and watching them
grow, Bridgeman said. One time, when she
was absent for an extended period with a
broken ankle, a parent arrived at her door
with flowers, indicating that she was missed.
“The parents are all wonderful people,
and it’s amazing to watch the children
grow. I have 11 grandchildren, so I appreciate the different ages and stages they go
through,” she said.
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Out-of-state financing comes through
for early closing on The District
Should the debt repayment on the bonds
fall short, property owners in The District,
such as AC Marriott Hotels, may be charged
Three days ahead of schedule, the partners a fee to make up the difference.
behind The District Jacksonville — Life
Michael Munz, a partner in the deWell Lived (The District) closed July 13 velopment with Peter Rummell, said a
on property owned by the Jacksonville purchase and sales agreement was in
Energy Authority (JEA). Financing for the place for the hotel parcel, and they are
$18.5 million acquisition was provided by in talks with a number of retail users as
Dallas-based Preston Hollow Capital, LLC. well as multi-family, and other types of
Jumping the July 16 closing date to begin vertical development users.
the development process as quickly as
The property closing came just a few
possible on the 30-acre site adjacent to weeks after the Jacksonville City Council
property owned by the Duval County approved the project’s Redevelopment
School Board, Elements of Jacksonville Agreement that had been previously apLLC is almost ready to put shovels in the proved by the Downtown Investment
ground – but not before more i’s are dotted Authority and endorsed by Mayor Lenny
and t’s are crossed.
Curry’s administration. The $82 million
Before any work can begin on horizontal incentives package will help build public
construction, however, Elements will form infrastructure and parks, including 3.5 acres
a Community Development District (CDD), earmarked for three riverfront parks, a
whose board will issue up to $30 million boardwalk, kayak launch, and bulkhead.
in bonds. The bonds will be repaid through
“The path from being awarded the RFP
a portion of tax rebates granted to the by JEA to closing has been a planning,
project. The rebates will kick in after vertical regulatory and detailed approval process
construction begins, estimated in late 2020, that we are glad is behind us as we look
so there is ample incentive to turn the forward with great anticipation to begin
vacant property into an income-producing the real work of actual development,” said
development as soon as possible.
Rummell, in a prepared statement.
The District is designed for what Rummell
has called “Generation H, a generation
defined not by age but by the common
belief that the most fulfilling, most productive of lives are achieved by healthy
living.” Beyond the bike paths, fitness
centers and daily activity, The District will
feature the innovative Base Camp to offer
a wealth of services, including yoga classes
— Peter Rummell
and personal health counseling to community gardening and a health concierge.
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

“We look forward with
great anticipation to
begin the real work of
actual development.”

Home of West Jacksonville’s only Yamaha Master Technician

MENTION THIS AD FOR

15 OFF
%

Labor for 100 and 200 hour Yamaha Service
Packages, during the Month of August.
Offer Expires 8/31/18

ASK ABOUT FREE WATERFRONT
PICKUP AND DELIVERY!

Come see our lineup of

A holiday tradition for more than 30 years,
the annual Jacksonville Light Boat Parade
is returning to the Thanksgiving weekend,
to be held on Saturday, Nov. 24, 2018 on
the St. Johns River.
Spectators will gather along the north
and south riverbanks in downtown
Jacksonville to see vessels of all shapes and
sizes adorned with festive decorations.
The 33rd annual boat parade will begin
at 6:30 p.m. Boats will start at Metropolitan
Park and follow along the Northbank
Riverwalk to the Fuller Warren Bridge. The
parade will then cross to the Southbank
and follow along the Riverwalk to the Duval
County School Board
building. The evening will culminate with
one of the best fireworks show on the First
Coast, featuring “waterfalls” off the Main
Street and Acosta Bridges.

Puff the Christmas Dragon was a grand prize
winner in 2015.

Captains and crews of registered motor-assisted vessels are invited to participate in the
Jacksonville Light Boat Parade, to be
produced by the City of Jacksonville.
Registration is open and participation is free.

Study reveals lack of inclusion for LGBTI

The largest survey of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) adults
ever conducted in Northeast Florida finds
that three-quarters of LGBTI respondents
have experienced “everyday discrimination,”
such as being disrespected, threatened or
harassed in the past 12 months. Respondents
who reported everyday discrimination were
most likely to indicate that these experiences
were due to their sexual orientation or sex.
A large majority of LGBTI survey respondents were currently employed. However,
many respondents also reported lifetime
experiences of major discrimination in the
workplace, including being unfairly fired
from a job, passed over for a job for which
they were qualified or denied a job promotion. Respondents most frequently cited
their sexual orientation as the reason for
the discrimination.
Data from the study also showed that
most sexual minority respondents, including
those who self-identify as LGB and so forth
and those who reported same-gender
partners, reported being out as lesbian, gay,
bisexual, or queer to someone in their lives,
and large majorities said they were out to
all of their LGBTI friends, immediate family
members and current healthcare providers.
A substantial majority of those who were

out reported acceptance from all, most or
some of the people who knew they were a
sexual minority.
Researchers at the Williams Institute at
UCLA School of Law, with funding from
The LGBT Community Fund for Northeast
Florida and in partnership with a local
Community Advisory Board, conducted The
Jacksonville-Area Community Assessment
to learn about the composition, experiences
and health of adults in Northeast Florida’s
LGBTI community. Community members
were involved at every stage of this project,
from conceptualization through interpretation
of results and the generation of recommendations, and were integral to its success.
Michael Meyers, president of The LGBT
Community Fund, said “The results of the
survey show that we in Jacksonville have
significant work to do to achieve full inclusion
of LGBTI people into our community, while
also showing the value, for many parts of the
community, of coming out to move acceptance
forward. The LGBT Community Fund will
use the survey results to inform our work
going forward, and we hope the results will
be a basis for broad discussion about issues
affecting the LGBTI community.”
The full report can be found at residentnews.net.
Enter “discrimination” in the search bar.

Newcomers social club not just for new-to-area
Southside Newcomers, a social group, welcomes women in the Greater Jacksonville
area whether new to the area or are long-time residents. Learn more about Southside
Newcomers by attending coffee or breakfast at Mimi’s Café in St. John’s Town Center
on the first Monday of every month or email sncmembership84@gmail.com. The
annual $30 membership entitles you to participate in activities from cards and board
games to dining out and day trips and more, but does not include monthly luncheons.

boats today!

Located behind
The Loop Pizza Grill & Synergy Studio
We’re a certified Clean Marina and
Boatyard, Longtime financial supporter
of the St. Johns Riverkeeper & Member
of the Jacksonville Marine Association

Annual boat parade returns
to Thanksgiving weekend

4599 Lakeside Drive
Mon.-Fri. 8-6 | Sat. 8-4 | Sun. Closed

904.384.1383 | www.SadlerPoint.com

Rebuild, repair or create the
dock of your dreams. If you’re
seeking a quality job that’s
executed properly — on time
and without delay.

Call for an estimate today!

904.509.3377
legacyofjacksonville@gmail.com

DOCKS
DECKS
BULKHEADS
BOAT LIFTS
BOAT HOUSES
AND MORE…
LICENSED &
INSURED
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Jacksonville volunteers plan annual philanthropic show
The Art & Antiques Show, hosted by
The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, announced the 2018 show chairs.
The 42nd annual show will feature a Lilly
Pulitzer-inspired theme “A Place in the
Sun,” and will be led by show chairs Liza
Barnett Emmet, Holland Gibbs and Claudia
Adams of Ortega, and Marleigh Gulliford
of Avondale. The event will be held at the
Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center,
Nov. 29 – Dec. 2, 2018.
The 2018 Art & Antiques Show welcomes
over 40 acclaimed art and antiques dealers
from across the country. The black-tie
gala will highlight the elegance of Old
Palm Beach and include live music from
The Chris Thomas Band. The weekend
culminates with the Children’s Fashion
Show, featuring current and former patients
of Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
The Women’s Board founded its annual
Art & Antiques Show in 1977 to raise
community awareness of Wolfson’s unique
facility and fund state-of-the-art services,
programs, equipment and facilities to provide

The 2018 Art & Antiques Show Chairs: Claudia Adams, Marleigh Gulliford, Holland Gibbs, Liza
Barnett Emmet (Photo credit: Tanner Deprin, Figure 8 Studio)

the best health care for all children in the
Northeast Florida/Southeast Georgia region.
For tickets, information or to find out
how to become a sponsor of this year’s Art

& Antiques Show, visit www.womensboardwolfsonchildrenshospital.com, call (904)
202-2886, or email womensboardwch@
bmcjax.com.

Financial advisor moves to San Marco Square

Jonathan Leonard and Kailee Wagner

Jonathan Leonard is opening new doors,
literally. The Edward Jones financial advisor
recently moved his office from Miramar
Center on Hendricks Avenue to 1950 San
Marco Blvd., in San Marco Square.
Leonard started with Edward Jones three
years ago at the Miramar location, following
a 10-year career with the U.S. Navy. The
Iowa native said he’s always wanted to work
in finance and holds bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in business management.
“I’ve always had a desire to help people. I
served the country as a United States Naval
Officer for 10 years, attached to NAS

Jacksonville, as a flight school instructor
where I helped the nation’s latest Naval
Flight Officers earn their Wings of Gold,”
said Leonard, now a Lieutenant Commander
in the United States Navy Reserve.
Leonard and his office administrator,
Kailee Wagner, are excited to become familiar
faces in the community.
“We put our clients first and have the
opportunity to be a small business owner
in the very communities we live in. As a
branch, our vision is to be the premier,
solutions-based financial services firm in
San Marco,” Leonard said.
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JCA Theatre Department
wins award for Holocaust
remembrance production
The Jewish Community Alliance (JCA)
Theatre Department received the Biennial
Excellence Award in the category of
“Recognizing Excellence in Jewish
Engagement” for its production of the
Holocaust remembrance show “Just Like
Me” at the JCC (Jewish Community
Center) Association Biennial conference
in Memphis, Tenn. in May.
“Just Like Me” was produced to encourage intergenerational dialogue
between Holocaust survivors and younger
generations. Participants and audiences
learned the stories of 10 courageous
survivors. These narratives served as a
tool to share this important part of our
history with the entire community. This
production also highlighted the importance of speaking up for justice, celebrated
diversity and encouraged tolerance and
cultural understanding.
The JCC Biennial Excellence Award
identifies truly outstanding, visionary
program initiatives that reflect maximum
effect or potential for change in the
community and programs with the
potential for implementation in other
JCCs. The JCC Association recently
changed the format of the biennial awards,
offering fewer awards to concentrate on
quality of programming and impact
within the Jewish and general communities.
Within this new competitive format, the
JCA was one of only six who received
awards out of applicants from the 350
JCCs across the country.
For the past 20 years, the JCA has been
a leader in benchmarking scores among
the country’s other JCCs and consistently
been at the forefront of programmatic
and leadership excellence.

San Jose’s Hayden Hurst part of Ravens franchise
Although Hayden Hurst didn’t get picked
up by his father’s favorite team, the
Pittsburgh Steelers, San Jose resident Jerry
Hurst couldn’t be prouder of his 25-yearold son.
The Class of 2012 Bolles School alumnus
was drafted by the Baltimore Ravens in
April. Hurst played baseball at Bolles, turned
down a scholarship at Florida State, and
was drafted out of high school to play baseball
for the Pittsburgh Pirates’ minor league
team. In 2015, he left baseball and went to
the University of South Carolina to play
football as a tight end for the Gamecocks.

The 6-foot-5-inch, 250-pound Hayden
decided to skip his final year of eligibility
with his college team to enter the 2018 NFL
Draft. Back in January, he was thought to
be as high as a second-round draft pick, but
he was the Baltimore team’s first round 25th
pick in the draft.
Hurst, a tight end for the Ravens, missed
three of the four training camp practices
in July dealing with a minor soft-tissue
injury. The Ravens will play the Pittsburgh
Steelers Nov. 4 at M&T Bank Stadium in
Baltimore, a game that may be a challenge
for Jerry Hurst’s loyalties.

Hayden Hurst (Photo courtesy of the Baltimore Ravens)
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New community partnership provides meals for charity’s guests
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Jacksonville recently partnered with
Feeding Northeast Florida, a hunger relief
organization and food bank that works
with local grocery stores, manufacturers
and farms to rescue high-quality food and
transform it into meals for those in need.
Each year, Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Jacksonville supports the

Jack Corey (Feeding Northeast Florida driver),
Vernetta Stewart, (Chef/Kitchen Manager, Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville) and
Rafael Febus (Feeding Northeast Florida driver)
take a group photo following the first delivery of
the new community partnership.

health and wellbeing of more than 1,000
families of critically-ill children seeking
care at local medical treatment facilities.
The partnership, which entails Feeding
Northeast Florida providing nutritional
food items each week, supports Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville’s
health and wellness program, which
provides families three nutritious meals,
including a home-cooked dinner, every
day of the week.
“We are excited to enter into this important
partnership with Feeding Northeast Florida.
Together, we will make a difference in
providing nutritious meals to our families,”
said Diane Boyle, Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Jacksonville’s Executive
Director. “Our collaboration supports
both of our missions and also supports
our health and wellness program at Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville
by ensuring that our nutrition program
always has a stable pantry of wholesome
foods for our families.”
Feeding Northeast Florida President and
CEO Frank D. Castillo was also pleased
with the launch of the program.
“So many families in Jacksonville and
beyond are one unexpected life event

Educators partner with local breweries for an
innovative twist on professional development
Megan Judy and Caitlin O’Keefe, educators
at San Jose Episcopal Day School with a
combined 28 years in education, have
launched Teachers on Tap as a new way to
offer engaging and creative professional
development for teachers in Jacksonville.
Judy and O’Keefe are partnering with
local breweries in Jacksonville to host
professional development workshops for
educators from any school to network and
gather new ideas to implement in their
classrooms. Topics range from technology
integration and STEAM projects to Design
Thinking. Host breweries include Wicked
Barley, Intuition Ale Works, Bold City, and
the Green Room. Tickets for Teachers on
Tap can be purchased on Eventbrite.

Caitlin O’Keefe and Megan Judy

Judy and O’Keefe also organized the first
Edcamp JAX in February 2018, a participant-driven “unconference” to build teacher
networks and share best practices, open to
all educators.

I CAN HELP! DON’T LET VIRUSES FOOL YOU!
CALL BRYAN ARNOLD TODAY • Network set-up
• Computer clean-up
FOR ALL YOUR I.T. NEEDS!

904.410.0127

• Installation & consultation
• Small business & home

ORTEGA COMPUTER REPAIR

Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com | OrtegaComputerRepair.com | Mon. - Fri.: 9:30am-5:30pm Sat.: 10:30am - 4:00pm

Vernetta Stewart (Chef/Kitchen Manager, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville),
Diane Boyle (Executive Director, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville), Sarah Hall
(Director of Agency Relations, Feeding Northeast Florida) and Shelli Martin (Family Operations
Manager, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville) pose in the food pantry of Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville.

away from needing food assistance. The
work that Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Jacksonville does on behalf
of children needing medical treatment is
critical,” said Castillo. “As the region’s
largest hunger-relief network, we are
proud to come alongside them in this

effort to ensure that these families have
the nourishment they need. Through this
strategic partnership, we are making sure
these families do not have to worry from
where their next meal will come and can
have the healthy food necessary for their
child to get well.”

Women’s civic club earns outstanding award for 12th time
The Uptown Civitan Club in Jacksonville
will receive the coveted Dr. Courtney W.
Shropshire Outstanding Civitan Club award
during opening ceremonies of the Civitan
International Convention July 22 at the Grand
Sierra Resort in Reno, Nevada. This is the
unprecedented 12th time Uptown has received
this award, which recognizes the best allaround Civitan club in 30 countries.
The Uptown Civitan Club was chartered
in May 1983 as a club of energetic, dedicated and civic-minded women who
were seeking opportunities for fellowship,
knowledge, enhancement of leadership
skills, and community involvement. Over
35 years of service to the community
Uptown has raised and donated more
than $600,000 to local nonprofits and
expended many thousands of hands-on
volunteer service hours.

In addition to the Shropshire award,
Uptown will receive two more awards. “We
have been recognized for our outstanding
club newsletter and for our outstanding
service project, Tee Up for Pine Castle, for
those with development disabilities. This
Flagship event was held at Topgolf last
summer and funds were raised to support
Pine Castle,” said Mattie Fraser, a longtime
member. “This year our Flagship event, to
be held August 26 at Topgolf, will raise
funds for the North Florida School of
Special Education.”
The Uptown Civitan Club is part of
Civitan International which is a worldwide
organization of men and women volunteers
whose members are dedicated to serving
individuals and community needs with
an emphasis on helping people with development disabilities.
Jonathan
M. Leonard

We’re more than just a great rate
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
Minimum deposit $1000
1 - Year APY*

2.45

%

Financial Advisor
1950 San Marco Blvd Ste 3
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-731-0418

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 7/12/2018. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bankissued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
FDI-1916H-A

Beat the Heat!
Let us make sure your A/C unit is
running at its best to keep your
home cool this summer.

Ask about our Air Duct
Cleaning & Air Handler
Sanitation Services

www.edwardjones.com

• Residential A/C Service &
Planned Maintenance
• A/C System Replacement
• Air Duct and Dryer Vent
Cleaning
• Commercial HVAC Service
& Planned Maintenance
• Industrial HVAC Service &
Planned Maintenance
• Commercial & Industrial
System Replacement

Air Conditioning . Heating
Refrigeration . Clean Air Professionals
SINCE 1963

$50 OFF

Any residential service
call or duct cleaning.

Excludes filters. Must present coupon. Valid
only with coupon. Not valid with any other
offer. Maximum discount 50% of total service.
Expires 8/31/2018

“Your Inside Weather Guys & Gals”
A Division of Weather Engineers

Air Conditioning . Heating . Refrigeration . Clean Air Professionals Since 1963

Serving Jacksonville for 55 years Call 356-3963 or visit WeatherEngineers.com
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New partnership prepares 160 inner-city youth for a lifetime of safe swimming

Jessica Waugaman

Waugaman joins North Florida
School of Special Education
North Florida School of Special
Education has hired Jessica Waugaman
as Director of Advancement for the
school. Waugaman was previously
special events manager for St. Vincent’s
Foundation for four years. She brings 14
years of nonprofit and business experience
to the school, where she hopes to make
a difference for the children it serves.
“I knew about the school, but when I
stepped foot on campus I realized that
this place is truly magical, and I am so
excited to be a part of such an amazing
mission!” said Waugaman, who moved
to Jacksonville four years ago from Stuart,
Florida. She and her husband, Kevin, a
graduate of the Episcopal School of
Jacksonville, have a 1-year-old son.

Hodges joins San Marco
real estate firm
Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida
Network Realty welcomes Tracy Hodges
to its San Marco office.
A cosmetologist for
30 years and local
owner of two salons
for over 20 years,
Tracy Hodges
Hodges has two sons.
She has run nine marathons, plays tennis
several times a week and loves to travel
globally, including to the Middle East.

Thanks to a generous gift of $10,000
raised by The Bolles School Swim Program,
not only are Boys & Girls Club youth going
to a local City pool, but they are also getting
swim lessons from City of Jacksonville
lifeguards that will prepare them for safe
swimming for life.
Nearly 16 percent of all Duval County
child fatalities in 2017 were attributed to
drowning, according to data from the Florida
Department of Children and Families. Boys
& Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, The
Bolles School Sharks, and The City of
Jacksonville are focused on decreasing this
number through a new collaborative
partnership that will provide swim lessons
for 160 inner-city youth this summer.
Every summer, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida (BGCNF) hosts summer
camps at its 25 locations around the region.
A combined 160 kids from Fort Caroline
Elementary Boys & Girls Club and Arlington
Heights Boys & Girls Club are attending
the pool at Terry Parker High School for a
total of eight lessons per child during their
summer camp. The funds donated from
The Bolles School Sharks will go toward
the cost of the lifeguards and transportation
for the youth to and from the pool.

Boys & Girls Club member Jazmine, Lifeguard Lacey Radloff, Bolles School Swimming & Diving
Head Coach/Aquatics Director Jon Sakovich, Boys & Girls Clubs Arlington Community & Board
Liaison Jami Houston, Fort Caroline Elementary Boys & Girls Club Unit Director Eric Razor,
Lifeguard Bobby Radloff, and Club member Nerwin.

Rotary Club of Jacksonville
appoints Jenks as president

San Marco attorney contributes
to book on the law of evidence

Traci Jenks, of Ortega, has been named
president of the Rotary Club of Jacksonville
for the 2018-19 term. Jenks is the third
woman to lead the club since it was established in 1912. With 216 members, the
Rotary Club of Jacksonville is the oldest
Rotary club in the state and the largest
Traci Jenks
within its district, which encompasses 63
clubs in 12 counties throughout northeast
and central Florida.
Jenks, who specializes in office leasing and sales with global
commercial real estate firm Cushman & Wakefield, has been
involved with the Rotary for 10 years. She has served as a member
of the club’s board for two years, and previously held the role of
Fellowship Chair, which is primarily responsible for event coordination, for five years.
Jenks was inducted as president on June 21 at the Florida Theatre,
when Past-President David Boree presented her with the presidency
in the traditional “passing of the gavel” ceremony.

San Marco resident Michael Cavendish,
principal at Cavendish Partners, a downtown law firm, contributed four chapters
to an 800-plus-page book published by
The Florida Bar in cooperation with
LexisNexis. The 11th edition of “Evidence
in Florida” provides updates to case law,
Michael Cavendish
statutes and regulations for civil and criminal
practice rules of evidence in the state.
Cavendish received two copies of the $334 book for his efforts.
Cavendish, who said he has contributed to the association’s legal
publications for almost 20 years beginning when he worked at
McGuireWoods one summer, also said this would be the last time
doing so. Having opened his own law firm in November 2017, he
said he just doesn’t have the time to spend 20 to 30 hours per chapter.
His contributing chapters cover the areas of privileges, impeachment
and parol (oral) evidence; he also wrote the introductory chapter.
Cavendish was an attorney with Gunster Law before striking
out on his own nearly a year ago.

Northeast Florida Plumbing Experts
• Backflows (installations, testing & repairs)
• Septic Tank Systems (installations, repairs, inspections & permitting)
• Drain Fields (installations, repairs, inspections & permitting)
• LIft Stations (installations, repairs, operations & inspections)

Residential & Commercial . 24 Hour Service . Free Estimates
TouchtonPlumbing.com | (904) 389-9299 | 416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville

STATE CERT. #CFC056489 RSTC-SR0051487

Love Where
You Live

Historic Avondale
offered at $930,000

3027 St. Johns Ave.

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms

Jane

Slater

3627 St. Johns Ave. | Jacksonville, FL

cell 904.333.3883
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com | NeighborhoodsofJax.com
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Gracious Rooms,
Soaring Ceilings

President’s Circle
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of Jacksonville

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation
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Lakewood church offers
faith, fellowship and fun
There are many great reasons to get
involved with a church congregation, chief
among them the opportunity to worship
and to enter into fellowship with those
who share your beliefs. Did you also know
regular worship attendance may help increase your lifespan?
While studies in the recent past have
suggested faith and fellowship can benefit
your health, that’s probably not news to
longtime members of Lakewood
Presbyterian Church, which will celebrate
its 70th anniversary in 2022. When the
congregation was formed to provide a
spiritual home for new residences in the
Lakewood area in 1952, less than four
dozen adults and children gathered for
that first service. Today the congregation
is more than 10 times the size, with
members ranging in age from infants to
seniors who were infants when the church
began, and folks are as nice as ever.
“Lakewood Presbyterian is one of the
friendliest, most welcoming communities
I’ve ever served,” said Rev. Tom Borland,
interim pastor. “They do a wonderful job
of welcoming strangers and visitors and
assimilating new members into the life of
the congregation.”
In addition to Christian spiritual
development through worship and Bible
study, there’s something for everyone at
LPC. The church’s choir has a rich history
of members who also sing in the
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus, of international tours and local performances,
of a regular music ministry on Sunday
mornings. A hand bell choir, band and
ensemble of female voices round out the
musical offerings and opportunities.
The youth at LPC enjoy retreats, camping
trips, summer mission trips and fun-filled
faith lessons year-round, while seniors
look forward to get-togethers and outings.
For those who crave to cook, Family Life
Ministry offers ample opportunities to
get involved with mid-week dinners, fish
fries and more. And, if community service

SAVE THE DATES!

August

• Tailgate Party Saturday, August 25,
4:30-6:30 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs
and grab dinner at one of the onsite food
trucks. The evening is sure to be fun with
live music from Express Sound, along
with games and activities for all ages!
• Rally Day Sunday August 26, 2018 Join
us Sunday morning to learn more about
the Sunday school classes to be offered
this year. Time, to be determined.

October
• Trunk or Treat Sunday October 28, 2018,
4:30-6:30 p.m. Wear your best costume
and join us for a fun afternoon of treats,
games and fun!

is a must on your list of reasons to get
involved, that box is checked, too, as
members of all ages are actively engaged
with United Community Outreach Ministry
(UCOM), Sulzbacher Center, Hubbard
House, and other giving projects.
If you haven’t been to a worship service
in a while, this might be a great time to
visit Lakewood Presbyterian Church,
located at 2001 University Blvd. W. Drop
in on Sunday mornings or begin with a
casual visit during the weekday so staff
can show you around. Interested? Call
(904) 733-8055 or visit LPCJAX.org.
PD. ADV.

Jewish Community Alliance promotes two to new positions
The Jewish Community Alliance recently
promoted two staff members, moving Lior
Spring from a communications and development role into a fulltime position as Director
of Development. Filling Spring’s previous
position will be Iman Byfield, transitioning to
Director of Communications from her roles as
writer, editor and public relations specialist.
Spring has worked in the nonprofit field
for 15 years, moving to Jacksonville in
2012 from New York City, where she worked
as managing director of Camp Programs
at the 92nd Street Y. Prior to her eight
years at the 92nd Street Y, Spring worked
at the Jewish Community Centers Association
of North America in the Program Services
department planning special events. She
graduated from Cornell University in 2003
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Industrial and Labor Relations. Spring and
her husband, Daniel Miller, live in San
Marco and have one son, Jacob. “I am
thrilled to be the JCA’s first full-time development director,” said Spring.

North Florida School of Special Education hires new director

Kim Namey

Kim Namey has joined the North Florida School of Special
Education as Director of Business Operations and Donor Relations.
She previously worked as executive director of the Community
Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation for two years, and at United
Way of Northeast Florida for 10 years, including in the position of
vice president of resource development.
After obtaining a bachelor’s degree in exercise and sports sciences
from the University of Florida, Namey worked at the YMCA in
membership development and facility operations. She enjoys
walking on beach with her husband, reading, running, gardening,
and participating in running races and triathlons.

CLASS IS IN SESSION
noted
All Classes $25 (unless
otherwise) | 6:30-8 p.m.

August 7: Barrel Fermenting & Aging
September 4: Sour Beer Basics
October 2: Sensory Training
October 9: Craft Beer 101 ($20)
www.alewifebottleshop.com

Jacksonville, FL 32207

1035 park street

904.398.8601

$

100 OFF

$

50 OFF

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18.

New customers only. Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18.

$

25 OFF

OPTION 2 OR 3
FLEA SERVICE
New customers only.
Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18.

25 OFF
RODENT PROTECTION
$

$

Pest Elimination & Protection
GUARANTEED for 1 Full Year

50 OFF

TICK SERVICE
Call for Details
New customers only.
Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18.

$

50 OFF
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Protect your home & family
Rodents can carry over 35 diseases

Prevent Asthma, Lyme, Zika and other infectious diseases and illnesses

904.575.4951

“NEW” ANNUAL SERVICE (APC)

Elimination & Protection
100% GUARANTEED

(904) 389-3323 (DEAD)

|

“NEW” TERMIDOR TERMITE
®

Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

A Mandarin resident, Byfield is a writer,
editor and educator from Chicago, Illinois.
She graduated from Chicago State University
in 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts in Professional
and Technical Writing and held various
roles in the field of publishing and literary
arts before moving to Seoul, South Korea
as an English language instructor in 2009.
Byfield returned to the United States in 2013
to complete a Master of Fine Arts in Creative
Writing from her alma mater. Before moving
to Jacksonville in 2014, she worked as a
Literature and Composition professor at
colleges in Illinois and New Jersey.

Howard Dyal, president of Prodigy Home Loans, has been elected
president of the Rotary Club of San Marco for the 2018-2019 year. He is
a charter member of the club.
Other officers include Pete Helow, president-elect; Cory Driscoll, vice
president; Rev. Dr. Kyle Reese, treasurer; Meg Folds, secretary; Tony
Howard Dyal
Potochick, sergeant-at-arms; Billy Dale Tyson, membership chair; Ruth
Ann Helper, foundation chair; Doris Leach, service projects chair; and Janet Reagor, public
relations chair/immediate past president.
During his installation ceremony at the DoubleTree Riverfront Hotel, Dyal said his main
goals for the coming year are to focus on membership growth, foundation giving and supporting
local and international charities with both financial and hands-on resources of the club.
The Rotary Club of San Marco was chartered in 2008 and has 26 active members. Breakfast
meetings are held every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at the DoubleTree Riverfront Hotel.

Wedding bouquets, arrangements!

|

Lior Spring

Dyal elected San Marco Rotary Club president

Let Kuhn be your first choice
on your Special day

3802 Beach Blvd.

Iman Byfield

Call for Details

FREE

LAWN SERVICE
12th Service FREE with
a 1 Year Contract

New customers only.
Must present coupon at time of estimate.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18.

MOSQUITO
SERVICE
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New customers only.
Must present coupon at time of estimate.
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We Care celebrates 25 years
volunteering specialty
medical care
More than 4,000 low-income, uninsured
patients annually receive specialty
medical care, thanks to a local nonprofit
celebrating 25 years of community service.
In 1993, George S. Trotter, MD, and
the Duval County Medical Society’s
(DCMS) Indigent Care Committee
founded We Care Jacksonville as a volunteer coalition of healthcare professionals, clerical personnel, and local
church groups to provide primary and
specialty care to the uninsured, the
homeless, and the medically underserved
people of Jacksonville.
Working with a network of 10 free
clinics, 500 volunteer specialty physicians
and all hospitals in Duval County,
patients annually receive specialty
medical care, valued at more than $16
million dollars in 2017, and ranging
from diagnostic x-rays to complex and
life-saving cancer treatment.
“Outside of funding, We Care’s core is
its volunteers. Volunteer physicians and
hospital systems are the heart of our
network,” stated Sue Nussbaum, Executive
Director for We Care Jacksonville. We
Care’s current volunteer network exceeds
500 medical specialists and other medical
professionals who donate their services
to patients referred through 10 free
clinics throughout Duval County.

“Volunteer physicians
and hospital
systems are the heart
of our network.”
— Sue Nussbaum, Executive Director,
We Care Jacksonville

To celebrate the silver anniversary, and
to honor medical professionals who
volunteer their time each year, We Care
Jacksonville will host its 2018 Caring
Awards Gala Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m., at the
Jacksonville Marriott Hotel Southpoint.
Current year honorees are Ortega
Forest resident Stanton Longenecker,
MD, Orthopedic Surgeon, Jacksonville
Orthopedic Institute, who will receive
the Distinguished George S. Trotter
Founders Award, while Awards of
Service will be given to Southbank
resident Michael Solloway, MD,
Psychiatrist, Baptist Health; Avondale
resident Paul Nowicki, MD, Gynecologic
Oncologist, Baptist MD Anderson
Cancer Center with colleagues Stephen
Buckley, MD, and Jenny Whitworth,
MD; and Freddie Webster, RN, Nurse
Manager, We Care Jacksonville.
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Dog agility club brings home awards at state competition

Two of three teams from Jacksonville’s dog agility club, Pals and Paws, at a state competition.

Pals and Paws, a Jacksonville dog agility
club, sent 23 owner/handlers and 27 dogs to
the annual Dog Agility Competition of
Florida (DACOF) June 30-July 1 and came
home with two of the top five places.
Clubs and training schools from all over
Florida sent up to three teams of nine dogs,
three at each level of competition.
“It is a veritable three-ring circus with 400plus dogs competing simultaneously in three
agility rings – one Novice, one Open and one
Excellent/Masters – throughout the weekend,”
said Christine Tarantino, whose Shetland
Sheepdog, Regan, was on a fifth-place team,
competing on the Excellent/Masters level.
“This is a state agility competition that can be
found nowhere else in the United States.”
The competition was held at the Silver
Spurs Arena, an indoor facility in Kissimmee,

Florida, where Pals and Paws teams Uptown
Funk, Jive Talkin’, and Don’t Stop Believin’
put their pups through their paces.
The teams consisted of very seasoned
dog/handler combinations and first-time
dog and handler combinations. Miramar
resident Shannon Murphy was team captain
and her Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Kermit,
helped put Uptown Funk in second place,
while Jive Talkin’ took fifth, and Don’t Stop
Believin’ was in 24th place out of 50 teams.
Pals and Paws also took Large Team second
place in the Crating Area Team Challenge,
earning the club $75 toward its 2019 DACOF
team entry fee.
“This is the best Jacksonville has ever done
at this competition since it started in 2001,”
Kermit, a Cardigan Welsh Corgi owned by
said Tarantino.
Shannon Murphy, goes through his winning

agility paces. (Photo by Pix and Pages Photography)

Wolfson Children’s Hospital designated a pediatric trauma referral center
Ranked among top 50
children’s hospitals
Wolfson Children’s Hospital was named
the only state-designated Pediatric Trauma
Referral Center in Northeast Florida by the
Florida Department of Health (FDOH),
moving the Southbank-based hospital from
provisional status.
Additionally, U.S. News & World Report
ranked Wolfson Children’s Hospital among
the top 50 hospitals in two specialties in its
2018-19 Best Children’s Hospitals rankings:
pediatric neurology and neurosurgery, and
pediatric cancer.
The state designation officially began
July 1, 2018, and continues through June
30, 2025 (Wolfson Children’s will need to

reapply for the designation before the
2025 date).
The FDOH named Wolfson Children’s
Hospital a provisional Pediatric Trauma
Referral Center in December 2017. The
hospital’s goal with this new designation is
to continue to provide comprehensive,
high-level care to the most critically injured
children when they need it most.
“The process of earning the status of
Pediatric Trauma Referral Center has not
been easy. It involved a lot of work, patience
and persistence,” said Michael D. Aubin,
Wolfson Children’s Hospital president.
“Physicians with Nemours Children’s Specialty
Care, Jacksonville, the UF College of Medicine
– Jacksonville, and Emergency Resources
Group, along with Wolfson Children’s
Hospital and Baptist Health team members

representing all disciplines and departments,
have invested their time and talent in earning
this designation. We have been providing
lifesaving trauma care for many years, and
our highly skilled team will continue to
make a positive impact in our region as a
Pediatric Trauma Referral Center.”
Wolfson Children’s trauma transport fleet
includes one fixed-wing aircraft, two air
ambulance helicopters and three Kids Kare
Mobile ICUs.
U.S. News & World Report began ranking
children’s hospitals in 2007 on their ability
to help children, particularly those with
rare or complex medical conditions such
as cancer; congenital heart disease; diabetes
and metabolic disorders; brain, spine and
nervous system conditions; diseases of the
digestive tract and more.

Old San Jose On The River | Single Famly Home | Club Amenities | 3,463 SF | NEW PRICE $769,000

Jesse Rain, Realtor

®

904-536-3081
jrain904@gmail.com

Anne Burpee Rain, Realtor
904-472-9809
abrain4@gmail.com

®
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Christmas comes twice a year at Wolfson Children’s Hospital
The annual Wolfson Children’s Hospital
Christmas in July Toy and Donation Drive,
spnonsored by Jersy Mike’s Subs, was celebrated when franchise owners Drew Maider
and Austin Whetsel, along with staff and
employees, dropped off two trucks full of
toys at the hospital rotunda July 25. They
also presented a check for the Child Life
endowment at Wolfson Children’s Hospital
in the amount of $61,694, the results of
Christmas in July donations and the 14
stores’ Month of Giving campaign in March.
Toys are part of the healing process for
young patients at Wolfson Children’s Hospital
and are needed throughout the year. The
toy supply typically dwindles during the
summer, so the summer toy and donation
drive provides an opportunity for members
of the community to give new, unwrapped
toys, art supplies, and financial donations
to purchase developmentally appropriate
toys for kids with special needs.
During the July 25 drop-off event, community members and businesses delivering
toys at Wolfson Children’s Hospital were
greeted by Wolfie, the hospital’s mascot,
and by Santa Claus (annually portrayed
by John Hucks), who delivered more than
3,800 toys (valued at nearly $39,000) to

Sarah C. Sanders

Nemours creates new
marketing position
Wolfson Children’s Hospital Vice President CC Brooks (far right) accepts a check from Jersey Mike’s
Subs franchise owners Austin Whetsel (second from right) and Drew Maider (second from left),
who also delivered two trucks full of toys to Wolfson Children’s Hospital during Christmas in July.

children in the hospital. In addition to
Jersey Mike’s Subs significant contribution,
another $9,361 was collected at the event.
Online giving continues through July 31
at ChristmasJuly.com.
Wolfson Children’s Hospital treats
more than 157,000 children each year
in the North Florida and South Georgia

region, using toys and art supplies to
help soothe, distract and ease the anxieties
of children of all ages during treatment
for illness and injuries. Child Life specialists use these items to help ease fears
by encouraging children to engage in
normal activities to make their hospital
stay less overwhelming.

Philanthropists step up, match grant for Cathedral Arts Project anniversary
Thanks to the generosity of Delores Barr Weaver, Helen Lane,
Joannie and Russell Newton Jr., and Monica and Bob Jacoby the
Cathedral Arts Project’s 25th anniversary year will finish with the
2017-2018 school year goals met.
Weaver, of Riverside, issued a matching gift challenge to provide
$25,000 if an additional $75,000 could be secured. The Newtons,
also of Riverside, Lane of Ortega and the Jacobys of Ponte Vedra
Beach, made sure the challenge was met. Because of their generous
support, more than 1,000 local students participated in CAP
programs, receiving over 2,000 hours of instruction in dance,
music, theatre and the visual arts.

“It was wonderfully gratifying to have four of our most longstanding donors come together with additional gifts in honor of
our 25th anniversary. Glad and generous hearts of people like
Monica and Bob Jacoby, Helen Lane, Joannie and Russell Newton
and Delores Barr Weaver have made it possible for CAP to transform the lives of so many children these past 25 years. They all
understand that there is something about the arts that reaches
children in ways nothing else can,” said Rev. Kimberly L. Hyatt,
president and CEO.
Weaver, who has supported CAP’s work for over two decades, was
its inaugural recipient of the Guardian of the Arts Award in 2006.

Nemours Children’s Health System’s
newly-created position of senior vice
president and chief marketing officer
was filled by Sarah C. Sanders, formerly
associate chief marketing office at the
University of Pennsylvania Health System.
In this new role, Sanders will lead
the multi-state health system’s local,
regional and national marketing
strategy to help advance the health of
children and their families. She will
report to David J. Bailey, MD, MBA,
president and CEO of Nemours, and
will work with geographically diverse
marketing and communications teams
in Central and North Florida and the
Delaware Valley.
“I am delighted to welcome Sarah to
Nemours where she will help elevate
our enterprise-wide marketing strategy
and brand evolution. Her background
and experience are a wonderful complement to our strong educational and
academic mission,” said Bailey. “With
her expertise and leadership, we will be
able to reach even more families in the
U.S. and internationally, fulfilling our
promise to help every child in our care
reach his or her full potential.”

Realtors pack meals, raise funds to fight hunger
The Northeast Florida Association of
Realtors held its second annual NEFAR
Fights Hunger event May 23, with 250
NEFAR members packing 75,000 meals
for hungry children and families in
Northeast Florida. Prior to the event,
which is conducted in partnership with
local charity organization Hunger Fight,
NEFAR members raised the money to
buy the food to be packed into the meals.
Hunger Fight distributes the packaged
meals to multiple schools and local
agencies throughout Northeast Florida
that serve children and families who are
food insecure.

In its first partnership with Hunger Fight
last year, NEFAR raised the money for and
200 members packed 50,000 meals. This year,
NEFAR upped the ante by setting goals for
250 members to participate in the meal
packing event and for $18,750 (the cost of
75,000 meals) to be raised. NEFAR member
donations exceeded the goal, with $20,706
being raised. The excess funds raised have
already been allocated as seed money for a
2019 NEFAR Fights Hunger event.
The community service project was
conducted through the efforts of NEFAR’s
Community Affairs Task Force, led in 2018
by NEFAR member Lisa Andrews.

Julia S. Fattahi | Florida Network Realty
904.728.8992
julia.fattahi@floridanetworkrealty.com
www.juliasellsjacksonville.com

“At Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty we are
truly by your side with our exclusive software called ‘BuySide’. We
are now the Match.com of Real Estate—call for details on how we can
match your home with a buyer or seller.”

It’s not just an
address, it is
where you will
live, work and
play...so call
Julia today!
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed
with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Members of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors came together May 23 to pack 75,000
meals for Hunger Fight.

Comprehensive Care Is Now
More Convenient.
North Jacksonville is home to the region’s newest medical complex,
offering a wide range of leading-edge services, including:
new 92-bed hospital with
· Aall-private
rooms
adult and pediatric
· An
emergency room open 24/7
· An outpatient surgery center

than 20 UF Health
· More
specialty practices
imaging, lab and
· Outpatient
other diagnostic services
· A midwife-led birth center

UF Health North brings high-quality care to more residents of Northeast
Florida and Southeast Georgia.
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Steve Sherman, Angie Koury and Joel Chamberlain

Michelle Branly with Mark and Michelle Penson

Andrea Marks and Ninah Kossoff
with Rabbi Elizabeth Bahar

Scott Redfield, Anne Brittle and Troy Spurlin

Dedications honor donors,
volunteers, longtime partners
A Summer Giving Celebration hosted by
the Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center
at its offices July 25 honored its generous
donors and members of the 1010 Society
(named after 1010 N. Davis St. where the
offices are located).
Also at the event, President/CEO Michael
Howland dedicated the Audiology Suite to
the Joseph & Gertrude LaRose Foundation
and the Speech Therapy Room to Sharon
Kesler, former longtime speech therapist.
Kesler, who retired in 2015, had been with
the center since 1963, helping children with
speech disorders gain the power of
communication.
Board Chair Jim O’Leary dedicated the
production room to board member Bill
Shelton and the Children’s Playroom to
dedicated volunteer and Director of Operations
Cathy Howland. The center was dedicated
to the Haskell Company by Amy Ruth,
immediate past board chair.

Carole Wolpin with Mike and Deanna Lissner
and Ina Taffet

La Rae Hendrix, Eunice Zisser and Billy Hendrix

Gloria Williams with Herman and Judy Paul

Jim White, Fionnuala Geoghegan and Bill Shelton

LIVE FIRST COAST
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140 MONTEREY BAY LANE
$4,444,444
7BD/5BA/1HB • 6,229 sq ft

3601 HOLLY GROVE AVENUE
$2,885,000
6BD/6BA/1HB • 6,931 sq ft

Angie Renn • 904.465.0357

Angie Renn • 904.465.0357, Jane Chefan • 904.463.1179
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2502 LYNNHAVEN TERRACE
$2,495,000
5BD/6BA/1HB • 6,771 sq ft

1912 GROVE BLUFF ROAD
$1,350,000
4BD/3BA • 3,266 sq ft

Jane Chefan • 904.463.1179

Jane Chefan • 904.463.1179
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3939 CORDOVA AVENUE
$1,295,000
4BD/4BA/2HB • 4,600 sq ft

7990 BAYMEADOWS RD E STE #920
$147,900
3BD/2BA • 1,408 sq ft

Kasey Ritter • 904.449.6648, Catarina Soares 352.222.2224

Kasey Ritter • 904.449.6648, Catarina Soares 352.222.2224

Noam Wolf, Judy Israel,

Jewish community throws ‘big

Andy and Nicole Brown

Two months after Israel celebrated the
70th anniversary of its founding as a state
on May 14, 1948, Jacksonville’s Jewish community threw a “Big Birthday Bash for Israel”
on July 14.
The event, held at Congregation Ahavath
Chesed, The Temple in San Jose, included
a traditional Middle Eastern bazaar, an
Israeli-inspired dinner catered by the
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Robert Hentze and Bobbie Jean Demunck
with Janelle and Joshua Zenner

Laura Riggs and Cynthia Fisher

Mike Elkin and Goldie Lansky with Master of Ceremonies/Auctioneer Dan Kossoff

Lightning strikes at
Taste of Golf event
Jim Laudenslager, Chip Trefry
and Bob Mielnikowski

, Linda Rodman, Susan Board, and Shelly Shalev
Chris and Casey Morgan with
Stephanie Ebers and Reggie Thompson

bash’ for Israel’s 70th birthday
Athenian Owl Restaurant, music provided
by SunJammer and Israeli singer Noam
Wolf, and both live and silent auctions,
emceed by Dan Kossoff.
The fun evening out also offered onsite
childcare services so the adults could enjoy
Israeli dance lessons,. The bazaar – or shuk
– sold Mediterranean and Israeli beer and
wine, jewelry, and Dead Sea spa products.

Sue Nicotra, Kim Silbar and Bernyce Tobias

Ray Joseph, Nick Morris and Michelle Pollina
of San Jose Country Club

Although a lightning strike on the clubhouse
at TPC Sawgrass darkened the venue for an
hour, it did not dampen the spirits of 600
guests who came to enjoy offerings by some
of Northeast Florida’s finest chefs June 28
during the 13th Annual Taste of Golf to
benefit The First Tee of Northeast Florida.
Lack of power and air conditioning in the
spacious gathering rooms upstairs caused
the good-humored, albeit slightly overheated,
guests to taste their delicacies in the dark
for the first hour.
Local news anchor John Bachman served
as emcee of the event, which included a toast
to the chefs, silent auction, and raffle. Chefs
from 12 country clubs and resorts, including
San Jose Country Club, The River Club and
Epping Forest Yacht and Country Club
participated in the event. Chef Chris Beck
of 3 Palms Grille at the Oak Bridge Club at
Sawgrass was judged the winner with his
pickled Mayport shrimp, green tomato
chow-chow, honeydew melon gazpacho and
crispy prosciutto.

A GLOBAL
CONNECTION
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TAKING GREAT PRIDE
IN OUR PERSONAL
ATTENTIVE SERVICE.
The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom not only
benefits our seriously injured clients, but other deserving members
of our community that the law firm cares so much about.
For more than 40 years The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized in
representing individuals and families who have suffered a serious injury or
wrongful death because of the fault of others.
Our firm has twelve AV rated “preeminent”
attorneys, and we have received a perfect 5.0
rating in client satisfaction on Martindale-Hubbell's
list of Top Ranked Law Firms. We have handled more than 10,000
cases, recovering $1 billion for our clients.

SERVICE

|

EXPERIENCE

Martindale-Hubbell's List of
Top Ranked Law Firms

|
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Why I’m running for Tax Collector…
By Jim Overton

Public service is more than a job to me
I am committed to serving the citizens
of Duval County. Helping people understand
how their government works, and giving
them access to the tools and information
they need as citizens is a rewarding position.
Additionally, I value the dedication, competency, and professionalism of the staff
working within public departments.
Public service has been the greatest honor
of my life – and I have acquired solid experience and perspective about being a good
steward to all the people of Jacksonville.
That is why I am in the race to become Tax
Collector in August.
The Tax Collector’s Office
is remarkably complex
It benefits from being led by a person
with a track record in management, a sound
understanding of our tax system, and strong
relationships across other city and state
departments. The office staff handles 1.8
million annual transactions for 32 different
taxing authorities, and $2 billion flows

Jim Overton

through the office from 90 different functions
including driver’s licenses, tags, fines and
fees, as well as the property tax. Operations
span 10 branches with 260 employees plus
another 50 part-time workers. Heading the
organization is a multi-faceted management
job critical to the city welfare.
A management track record
I have extensive management and leadership experience in both the private and
public sectors. My background includes
running a family-owned electronics business, launching a new venture in television
production, and representing District 14
on the Jacksonville City Council. As a
member of City Council, I was elected
president and served on every standing
committee. I also chaired both the Finance
Committee and the Rules Committee. I
bring a private-sector view to public office,
and am motivated by innovation, good
customer service, and fiscal responsibility.
A sound understanding of our tax system
A life-long resident of Jacksonville and
longtime public servant, I understand –
and know how to apply – Florida statutes
and tax laws for the benefit of the people
of this city. As Property Appraiser from
2003-2015, I was responsible for a tax roll
of nearly $100 billion through the heights
and depths of a recession. The real highlight
of the job was working with a large, talented
staff to transform the office culture.
Working together, we established a more
flexible organization, with agile teams
responsive to the public.

Jim, Connie, Sarah and Will Overton

Strong relationships across
city and state departments
As Tax Collector, I will approach the job
applying the same principals of professionalism and progressiveness that underpinned my success as Property Appraiser
while using the knowledge gained from a
graduate degree in Public Administration,
a deep understanding of local government,
and my demonstrated commitment to the
communities in Duval County.
Plan for the Tax Collector’s Office
As Tax Collector, I will hit the ground
running…no on-the-job training using
your tax dollars. The previous Tax Collector
was a steady hand who approached the job
in much the same way I propose. The office

has an excellent staff, many of whom I
know personally from working with them
while I was Property Appraiser.
The challenge for this large organization
is mapping out and implementing a path of
continuous improvement, particularly in
the context of fast-changing technology.
Better outcomes are achieved with the right
technology deployed appropriately. The
office must retain skilled and motivated staff
to ensure excellent service delivery. And,
importantly, improvement comes from the
partnership of innovative, experienced and
competent leadership combined with motivated employees.
If you’re interested in seeing more information, or getting in touch with me,
please check out www.jimoverton.com.
Thank you for your VOTE on election
day, August 28.

Paid by Jim Overton, Republican, for Duval County Tax Collector

Ladies
sizes

NEW HOMES AVAILABLE IN RIVERSIDE

0-1x

Luxury consignment for fashionistas,
trend setters, and bargain hunters alike!
1260 Lydia Court

We invite you to see what
the chatter is all about!
(In the Shops of Goodbys Creek)

Hours: Mon-Fri: 11am - 6pm • Sat: 11am - 5pm

904.900.3816 | 3928 Baymeadows Road | CUTconsignment@att.net

@C.U.T.Consignment

@CUTconsign

2,534 Sq Ft.

|

|

$569,950

|

Cowford Homes

4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths

|

3 Car Garage

QUALITY NEW CONSTRUCTION IN HISTORIC RIVERSIDE - Our Builders have
12 premium lots in Riverside. Are you looking for the Energy Efficiency
and Lower Maintenance that new construction provides coupled with
the walkability and charm of Riverside? Call us at 904.234.4755 for
additional information, floor plans and lot map. We specialize in New
Construction in Jacksonville’s Historic Districts.

Dr. Ed Bez

President of the Biblical Botanical Gardens Society
Speaks on

Biblical Thorns and Thistles

Presented through the generosity of the Dr. Larry and Kathy Kanter Fund for Jewish Preservation

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 AT 7 P.M.
RSVP (904) 733-7078 or
rsvp@TheTempleJacksonville.org
CONGREGATION AHAVATH CHESED

2052 Ernest Street | $499,950 | Springfield Builders
2,400 Sq Ft | 4 bedrooms 3 baths | Near 5 Points
Brian Gabree, Broker
904.234.4755

briangabree@gmail.com

8727 San Jose Boulevard

Exceptional Effort. Proven Results.
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WAY WE WERE: LEE BEGER
Lee Beger, Ph.D., is convinced she got her
creative genes from her father.
Directing is in her blood, history shows.
When her mother, Pearl Lee Lowery from
Georgia met her father, Arthur Stewart from
Alabama, they had both recently moved to
Jacksonville.
Pearl worked for a linen company. Arthur
had been moved to Jacksonville by Sears
Roebuck & Company to help open a new
store.
Arthur’s role was to design the storefront
windows. Then, Sears asked him to move
again, this time to the company’s headquarters
in Chicago, which Pearl and he didn’t want
to do. On top of that, the company tried to
make him design the windows the way their
other stores were designed. The other Sears
stores were in the north and designed to
catch the attention of people walking by.
Arthur told the company that people in his
hometown didn’t walk through downtown;
they drove.
So, he designed the window the way he
knew would be more effective for people
driving past in cars; he put a big pile of
batteries in the window with a large sign
advertising them. The company disagreed,
and Arthur decided to strike out on his own.
“I guess I hadn’t thought about how much
I’m like my father,” Lee said. “I like directing
because I can control what will make a play
work best, just like my father knew what
made a store window most effective.”
Pearl and Arthur opened Stewart’s Five
and Dime store on Florida Avenue on the
east side of downtown Jacksonville and not
far from the current location of TIAA Bank
Field. At first, they kept their full-time jobs.
Lee’s grandmother opened the store and
ran it until Lee’s parents could arrive after
work. They eventually worked full-time
managing 14 or 15 stores scattered around
Jacksonville, including stores in Springfield,
the Westside, and San Marco among other
locations. Gradually, in later years, they
sold all of the stores.

Lee’s parents

Lee Beger directed The Laramie
Project for The 5 & Dime.

Lee’s parents first lived on Jean Court in
Springfield. In 1943, they bought a house
on the river, south of Miramar in an area
called Hollywood Park, when Lee was still
a babe in arms. Lee remembers a photo of
her grandfather holding her in the backyard
of the house and looking out on the river.
She thinks the house was designed by
Harold Saxelbye and its original address
was, simply, Foot of Ardsley Road. “I remember when the post office made us change
the address to 4600 Mundy Drive,” Lee said.
The house sat high on a bluff. In fact, her
father told her that he picked it out because
it was the highest point between San Marco
and what is now called Mandarin.
“I loved the big oak trees, all of the plants
and the old Florida feel of the property,” Lee
remembered. She has planted her current
backyard to be very natural as well, because
it is very comforting to her.
“My fondest memories of my homeplace
were of the river and the sunsets over the
river. We had a staircase that went up to a
landing and then turned to go up to the
second floor. There was a window on the
landing where I could look out over the
river.”
Lee was not supposed to play on the river,
but she remembers that didn’t stop her. “I
would skid down the bluff to where my
father had put white sand and a bulkhead.
Off to the side were trees that went over the
water and made a great hideout.”

Aging True
Home Health Agency
The Aging True Home Health Agency is ACHC
accredited and Medicare certified, and offers a
holistic and comprehensive system of in-home
senior care.
Our mission is to ensure the continuity of care
and coordination of services with our clients
and their physicians.

@AgingTrue

BY KAREN J. RIELEY
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1989-90 Folio Awards for Excellence in Theatre: Brad Trowbridge (Best Actor), Pam Jackson (Best
Lighting Design), Michael Higgins, Lee Beger (New Director) and Richard Sikes (Best Supporting Actor)

She also remembers that she was a pretty
wild teenager. “We had a long circular
driveway with gateposts at the street. I
regularly bounced the car off the posts trying
to make the sharp turn into our driveway,”
she recalled.
The person who bought the house after
they lived there tore it down and leveled
the property so that there is no longer a
bluff. At the time the house was being sold,
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& Residential
•
•
•
•

Shingle
Tile
Flat
Metal

Lee talked to her sister, Connie Stewart
Green, who now lives in Neptune Beach,
about whether they should buy the house
because of its historical value, but a real
estate agent convinced them that they would
have a hard time selling it eventually.
Lee attended Hendricks Avenue Elementary
School and graduated from Landon High
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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We preserve our clients’ independence and help
them reach their optimal health potential.

904-387-7663 (ROOF)
(904) 807-1245 | INFO@AGINGTRUE.ORG | AGINGTRUE.ORG

4611 Lakeside Drive | CCC1330375
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School. She started college at CarnegieMellon University in Pittsburgh, Penn., but
when she had a waterskiing accident during
the summer, she couldn’t go back to school
in the fall because she needed surgeries. She
went to Jacksonville University instead and
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in theater.
After teaching for two years at newly-opened
Wolfson High School, she left Jacksonville
to earn her master’s degree in theater at
Southern Illinois University. After that, she
didn’t want to return to Jacksonville. “I
wanted to see the world and have adventures,”
Lee said.

It was just a dirt yard with a big oak tree,
but it reminded her of her home on the
bluff at the river, and she knew she could
landscape it to look like old Florida. “It has
been such a wonderful neighborhood with
families who stay and look out after each
other,” Lee said.
The house was Cathy’s and her home for
more than 30 years until Cathy’s death in
2016. Lee still lives there with her dog, Sugar,
and lots of photos and mementos from their
personal and professional lives and their
travels together.
Cathy was born in Georgia. She had only
been in Jacksonville a couple of years when
Lee and she met. In addition to her work
as an event planner in the travel industry,
Cathy was the stage manager for the first
Shakespeare at the Met that Lee directed in
Metropolitan Park and, after that, all of the
shows that Lee directed for six years in the
late 1970s and early 1980s.
Lee was hired to be house manager for
The Florida Theatre when it reopened as a
performing arts center in the early ‘80s. She
had completed her coursework at Florida
State University for a doctorate in theater.
All that remained was defending her
Cathy Smith and Lee Beger
dissertation.
“Working at The Florida Theatre gave me
She was offered a teaching job at the the chance to be part of something bigger
University of Montana, and while there, met than myself that opened new possibilities,
Richard Beger. Lee insisted that he meet Lee said. “The Florida Theatre taught me a
her parents, so they returned to Jacksonville lot about theater operation, how to organize
and married. They lived in Jacksonville for and work with people and how to run a
about a year, while Lee worked retail and theater as a business.”
Richard worked as a mechanic to earn
Even though she loved her time at The
enough money to get a start as a married Florida Theatre, “the best advice I ever recouple and return to Montana. Even though ceived was from someone who told me to
they divorced after 10 years, he is still her leave The Florida Theatre job and get a job
best friend, Lee said.
teaching theater in a new art school that
Lee’s art of creating in Jacksonville was was opening, and finish my dissertation,”
also an act of nature. “I came back to Lee said.
Jacksonville because my mother had died
That new art school was Douglas Anderson
and my father asked me to return to take School of the Arts, which had been renovated
care of him,” Lee said. “I told him he needed into a magnet high school in 1985. Two
to ‘sweeten the pot’ to get me to come.” So, years later, Lee was asked to start the theater
he bought her a small house on Mango program at the school, an opportunity for
Place and refinished the floors for her. He her to teach the arts, as well as direct.
lived another 10 years until he was 96
“I always taught them as if they were going
years old.
to be professionals even though statistics
After she met Cathy Smith, who lived say that maybe only 30 percent of them
next door to her, they realized that neither would go into the arts,” Lee said. “That’s the
had a home large enough for two people. only way to teach. Don’t teach to the middle;
“I happened to go to a small meeting on teach to the ultimate. Then, students are
Peachtree Circle East in Lakewood. I knew prepared to do anything. They can make
the house was for sale. When the owner their own path.”
offered to show me the deck and backyard,
Lee taught at Douglas Anderson for 28
I immediately asked, ‘How much do you years before retiring in June 2015. She saw
want for this house?’”
the program grow from two faculty into
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seven and 50 students to more than 200
students. A number of her students have
made names for themselves in the acting
world. One of her legacies is Liz Pearce, who
is a member of the cast of off-Broadway’s
“Sweeney Todd.” Another is Daniel Torres
who is in the current Broadway cast of
“Beautiful.” And, Nick Sacks is an understudy
in the Broadway play “Dear Evan Hansen.”
“I thought teaching at Douglas Anderson
would just be something I would do for a
short time until I could go back north. But
I fell in love with it.”
Lee enjoyed building DA’s theater program
from nothing, under the guidance of then
principal Jackie Cornelius. “I miss it. I was
able to direct two shows a year. Within reason
I could choose what I wanted to direct.”
In addition to her many years of directing
students at Douglas Anderson, Lee directed
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“Pippin” at Theatre Jacksonville, a series of
plays in the late ‘80s for Jacksonville Actors
Theatre at Grand Boulevard Mall, Shakespeare
at the Met, and a couple of new scripts by
Ian Mairs at Theatre Jacksonville. Since
retiring, she has directed “August, Osage
County” and co-directed “Into the Woods,”
both at Players-by-the-Sea.
Lee recently finished directing “The
Laramie Project” for The 5 & Dime, a theatre
company in downtown Jacksonville. “I
directed the play years ago at DA, but I had
to tone its content down for students to
perform,” Lee said. “Still, the fact that I
could do it at all is a testament to what that
school is.”
“It is so great to do the play with adult
actors for an adult audience, as it should
be done,” she admitted. “Cathy would be
so happy that I’m directing it.”

A unique place to be
Protected by a community
of caring. Rated #1 in the state
of Florida by U.S.News & World
Report , River Garden delivers the
highest quality care with the greatest
attention to every detail. Tucked away
on 40 beautiful acres in the heart of
Mandarin, seniors feel safe, engaged
and cared for. Providing a care
environment that exceeds expectations
is our goal. Come see for yourself
why there’s no place quite like
River Garden.

rivergarden.org
There’s more to River Garden Senior Ser vices
Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation Ser vices | Adult Day Care
Short - term Care | Home Health | Independent Living
Lee Beger posing in the backyard of her childhood home in San Jose
RGSS-18-001 River Garden Senior Ser vices - Resident News San Marco Ad 4C 4.917”x11.942”
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Bosom Buddies founder retires after
three decades of community service
After strolling down a pink carpet and
perusing a “memory lane” of photos at the
Women’s Center of Jacksonville, Bobbi de
Cordova-Hanks greeted guests at her June
25 retirement party from Bosom Buddies
of Jacksonville, a breast cancer support
group she founded in 1988.
A three-time cancer survivor herself,
Hanks was surrounded by current and
former Bosom Buddies, along with friends
and family, who toasted her many
accomplishments.
“Bobbi has been a foundation of this
community of women for 30 years, an advocate of women,” said Maureen St. John.
“As someone who is multi-cultural, Bobbi
can deal with people on any scale.”
Teresa Miles, executive director for the
Women’s Center, spoke about how Bosom

Bobbi Hanks

Buddies works within the Colcord Avenue
nonprofit.
“Women who had faced tremendous,
significant issues with their health needed
something that was not necessarily fulfilled
in the medical community at that time,”
said Miles. “Hospitals can’t necessarily
replicate what Bobbi has brought to these
individuals who come here on Monday
evenings. The greatest challenge for us in Bosom Buddies friends and supporters gather around Bobbi Hanks, center, at Hanks’ retirement
losing Bobbi is to lose something we can’t party June 25.
replicate. You can’t make another Bobbi,”
she said.
Hanks said she looked at a lot of nonprofits in the city for a safe place to hang
their hats and “flip their wigs off. I’m so
grateful to the Women’s Center and taking
us in and letting us be part of the family.
“It’s been such an incredible journey to
meet all these women filled with love,
courage, hope,” she continued. “We’re not
sitting there saying ‘Oh, poor me, I’ve got
Bob Kidd, Bobbi and Jerry Hanks, Saundra Kidd
Tammy Lefils, Karen Lahey, Monica Rojas,
cancer.’ We’re getting on with life. They’ve
Joellen Coggeshall
given me so much love over the last 30 years
and I’ve never regretted a minute of it.”
Hanks’s husband of 36 years, Jerald, was
her caregiver during her treatments, beginning with her first diagnosis of breast
cancer in 1986. She founded Bosom Buddies
after deciding no woman should ever face
breast cancer alone. The nonprofit is now
one of the most comprehensive breast cancer
programs in Northeast Florida, offering
support, advocacy and education.
Eileen Rodden, program coordinator
and elder advocate at the Women’s Center,
presented Hanks with an etched plaque,
commemorating her three decades of
Alma Ballard, Shirley Webb, Jan Gallagher, Arnold Wood, Gillian Ticehurst
service to women.

CURRENTLY
ACCEPTING
JEWELRY
& WATCHES
Bring in your loose diamonds and all
diamond jewelry, watches, antique and
modern firearms, precious metals, rare
stamps and other collectibles today.
An honest estimate may just put some
cash in your pocket.

River Garden Auxiliary presents contemporary remakes of classic films
The River Garden Auxiliary will hold a premiere viewing of its 2019 calendar Wednesday,
Aug. 22, 7 p.m., in the Cohen Auditorium at River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Rd.
The themed calendar features major blockbuster movie films with a twist, starring members
of The Coves.
Dessert and coffee will be served at the event, which is free and open to the public. Proceeds
from calendar sales will benefit the residents of River Garden. For more information or to
RSVP, contact Mimi Kaufman at (904) 626-2472, or Michelle Steinfeld, (904) 636-7588.
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RE:MIND hosts expert panel on opiate crisis

| 29

– In Memoriam –

Richard Mette
April 3, 1948 to July 9, 2018

Front: Lois Chepenik, Susan Pitman, Vicki Waytowich, Ed.D., Tara Wildes, Millie Tannen; back: Rico
Bodin, Raymond Pomm, M.D., Marion Tischler

Substance abuse and, specifically, opiate
abuse is pervasive and does not discriminate
based on religion, race or other socio-economic status, according to a panel of experts
in a discussion hosted by the RE:MIND
initiative at the Jacksonville Jewish Center.
The panel of eight included Lois Chepenik,
former executive director of the Jacksonville
Community Council Inc. (JCCI); Susan
Pitman, founder of Drug Free Duval; Vicki
Waytowich, executive director of Partnership
for Child Health; Tara Wildes, a consultant
on correctional and justice-related issues
and programs; Millie Tannen, a dentist; Rico
Bodin, manager of the Recovery Connection
program at Gateway Community Services;
Raymond Pomm, medical director of Gateway
Community Services and of River Region
Human Services; and Marion Tischler, member
of the RE:MIND advisory group.
Opiates are drugs, like morphine or heroin,
as well as any drugs that are derivatives of the
opium poppy, such as OxyContin, Hydrocodone,
and Percocet, said panel members.
Misusing prescription drugs has been a
driving force in the opiate crisis, they said.
Often opiate drugs are prescribed for pain,
of which the dosage and frequency of use
are not adequately monitored. It only takes
five days to stimulate an addictive response.
Addiction to prescription drugs often leads
users to street drugs, which are more readily
available and of varying types and lower cost.
Consider this: 16 percent of parents and
27 percent of teens believe that using prescription drugs to get high (escape, feel
better) is safer than using street drugs. And,
people with mental illnesses are three times
more likely to misuse prescription drugs.
Pitman provided direction on how each
person can be part of preventing prescription
drug misuse.

• Use medication as directed
• Talk to your doctor about non-addictive
options for treating your condition
and consult them before adjusting
medication dosage
• Consider adding physical exercise as
part of recovery/treatment
• Store medication in a safe place, not
accessible to others
• Call 911 for immediate help with a
medication emergency
• Properly dispose of expired and unused
medications
Pomm is the architect of the six-month
Duval County Opioid Epidemic Pilot “Project
Save Lives,” which treats addicts in crisis
and engages them in long-term recovery.
“For many, drug use has been viewed as
a recreational activity,” said Pomm. “Fentanyl
(100 times more potent than morphine and
many times that of heroin) is being cut into
street drugs making them lethal for the
users. Buying street drugs can be deadly!”
The important message to impart to
teens and adults is that buying drugs off
the street is like walking into a mine field,
never knowing when you might step on a
mine. One can no longer experiment as
these drugs can kill on the very first try,
said Tischler.
The RE:MIND initiative at the Jacksonville
Jewish Center offers its programs free to
the community with a vision to improve
mental health and reduce stigma by
changing the conversations and attitudes
about mental illness and mental health
and by creating a community of acceptance,
respect and kindness. For more information,
contact Marion Tischler at (904) 731-7887
or remindjax@aol.com.

Come explore the newest antique mall in Jacksonville

antiques • collectibles • artisan wares • fine art • home decor

Of all the things for which Richard Mette
may be most remembered, it will be what
he has done for others. The Spring Park
resident and graduate of Landon High
School was 70 when he passed away July
9 after battling cancer.
Mette had retired in May 2015 after nearly
24 years with the Fourth Judicial State
Attorney’s Office as an administrator and
also director of the consumer mediation
program. He was also the owner of First
Coast Antiques and co-founder of
JaxHealthFitness.com. Prior to joining the
State Attorney’s Office in 1991, he served
under former Mayor Tommy Hazouri, 19871991, in the consumer affairs division.
“Richard is a hard worker. He hits the
ground running. He was more efficient in
the parking meter division than anybody
who’s ever been there,” said Hazouri, at
Mette’s retirement party three years ago.
“He made sure he did his job in consumer
affairs; we responded on time and in a way
that we helped people. When he succeeded
our administration succeeded.”
Mette’s retirement party was hosted by
Angelia Savage, Miss Florida USA 1997 and
top runner up in Miss USA. “We go back
25 years and he helped me on my campaign
for Miss Florida USA. Everyone knows
him, and everyone adores him so that’s
why we’re giving him a big party,” said
Savage during the event, where more than
100 people gathered to wish Mette well,
among them District 5 Councilwoman Lori
Boyer and Judge Tyree Boyer, past Secretary
of State of Florida Bruce Smathers, Florida

Richard Mette

State Attorney Angela Corey, then Supervisor
of Elections Jerry Holland, former State
Senator Mattox Hair, and Mike Williams,
then candidate for Jacksonville Sheriff.
Mette’s generosity started decades earlier
when he began a personal campaign to
honor the memory of his older brother,
Robert, who died from acute meningitis
in 1956, just 65 days after graduating from
Landon High School and entering the U.S.
Marine Corps.
Mette donated annual scholarships in
his brother’s name to two local Marine
Corp Reservists, and installed two benches
on Landon Middle School’s lawn, which
were dedicated 59 years after Robert’s death.
“He was one of the most kind people
our family ever knew. Richard had no
immediate family left so he would celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas with
friends, including our family.
He always would bring a gift,” said Matt
Carlucci, Sr. “He did so many nice things
for people with no expectations of anything
in return. He was a giver, not a taker. He
was an advisor and a huge helper. Most
of all he was my friend and I loved him
as such. I will miss his smile, laugh and
positive attitude. I will just plain miss him.”

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES
SUCH AS:

Broken Pipes
Damaged Faucets
Leaks
Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks
Broken or Overflowing Toilets

12,000 Square Feet of Vintage Antiques
& Modern Decor to Explore!

9365 Philips Highway at the Shad Road Intersection I 904.434.1897 I jaxantiques.com

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping
Emergency Plumbing Services
Water Heater Service & Installation
Sewer & Drain Service
Drain Cleaning/Stoppages
Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL • PERSONALIZED SERVICE
2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.net

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

25.00 OFF

$

Get $25 OFF your service.
Call any Weekday in
.

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires
1, 2018.
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Travel abroad creates lasting friendships for Epping Forest couple
beginner to fluency. The Université
Permanente of the University of Nantes
provided 18 total hours of instruction to
For artist Susan Astleford, a week-long each student, and lunch each day at a
immersion program in France was the nearby restaurant.”
perfect way to kick off summer.
Afternoons were devoted to tours – or
“As an artist, I consider France to be my just wandering the energetic and creative
favorite country to visit – and to combine art city. “A behind-the-scenes tour of the
with a French immersion class was perfection design and hand-manufacture of the giant
for me!” said Astleford, of Epping Forest.
Les Machines creatures was a huge highAstleford and her husband, Paul, were light,” Astleford said. “We traveled around
two of an enthusiastic group of 42 people Bretagne by car, and the salt marshes,
from Jacksonville to spend six days in late quaint medieval villages and harbors, and
June in Nantes – Jacksonville’s Sister City especially the rows and rows of puzzling
– as part of the program organized by the ‘standing stones’ near Carnac, were fasciJacksonville Sister Cities Association and nating and paint-worthy.”
Alliance Française de Jacksonville, along
The City of Nantes and the Nantes
with their French partners at La Maison Metropole government honored the visitors
des États-Unis.
with an evening reception at its city hall.
The diverse group (ages 6 to 81) spent On another evening, the city provided
six mornings in the classroom, said Richard dinner at a riverfront restaurant to them
Shieldhouse, Jacksonville Sister Cities vice and their host families.
president for the Nantes committee.
“Our host family was welcoming and
“Participants were at all levels of experience accommodating, and our French class was
with the French language – from absolute informative but light-hearted – we have
already planned a meeting here in Jacksonville
with our new friends to follow up on our
studies,” said Astleford.
During the Nantes visit, representatives
from Sister Cities and Alliance Française
met with Les Machines de L’île Nantes,
the famous organization that creates
enormous mobile creatures out of wood,
metal, and leather, such as the 30-foot-tall
elephant that in 10 years has come to
symbolize Nantes. The group from
Jacksonville explored the pathway to acquiring such an attraction for Jacksonville,
perhaps to be installed as part of new
riverfront projects downtown.
Vincent and Catherine Vitoux, left, hosted
“Besides the intriguing antiquities, I was
Susan and Paul Astleford on their week-long
immersion trip in Nantes, France.
fascinated to see how our Sister City Nantes
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Jacksonville dignitaries provide scale
for the 30-foot-tall elephant that has
become a popular tourist attraction in
Nantes, France.

has been transformed from a World War
II shipyard town to the highly successful
sixth-largest city in France,” said Paul
Astleford, former Visit Jacksonville CEO.
“Tourism has been accelerated due to attractions such as Les Machines, which
Jacksonville could utilize in the same way
to promote us as a well-known and prosperous global destination.”

The group also met with the organizers
of the International Floralies, a huge flower
show in Nantes every five years. Jacksonville
Sister Cities Association member Terry
Rankin is organizing a large display with
Jacksonville themes for the May 2019 edition.
This effort will require the efforts of talented
landscape architects, master gardeners, and
other volunteers, Shieldhouse said.

Your champion
for health.
Jami Feltner, MD, welcomes you at
Baptist Primary Care in Lakewood.

As a board-certified internal medicine physician, my focus is 100% on adults. My training
enables me to deal with all kinds of problems, no matter how common or rare, and give my
patients the answers they need. But what is most important to me is the relationships I enjoy
developing with my patients over time. I find it so rewarding to help them feel their best and
maximize their health. In my way of thinking, we’re in this together. So, how can I help you?
Schedule your well or sick appointment today.

904.733.9211

Baptist Primary Care
2014 University Blvd. W., Jacksonville, FL 32217
baptistprimarycare.net
© Baptist Health 2018
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Catholic schools offer academic excellence, college acceptance

Well-rounded curriculum in faith-based setting keys to success
If you had any doubts about the value of
a strong Catholic education, you could do
no better than to meet Julie and John Tucker,
San Marco residents and graduates of Notre
Dame. John, a Class of ’75 graduate of Bishop
Kenny High School, led the way for their
five children.
“We chose to send our five children to
Bishop Kenny High School because we
believe that it does the best job of educating
the whole person and preparing them for
college,” Julie said. Three of the Tucker
children graduated from the University of
Notre Dame, one from West Point and the
youngest is a junior at Bishop Kenny.
BK, as it’s commonly known, belongs
to the Diocese of St. Augustine’s Office of
Catholic Schools, as does Bishop John
Snyder High School. BK was established
in 1952 in St. Nicholas, then 50 years later
BJS opened on the Westside. Together they
have been graduating young people prepared
to succeed in college and beyond for 82
years, collectively.
Senior classes achieve a 100 percent
graduation rate and typically a 99-100

percent college acceptance rate. Students
are encouraged to begin the college exploration process early in the high school career,
and college applications are filed at the
beginning of the senior year.
As Bishop Kenny enters its 67th school
year, 200-250 members of the student
body are legacy students. “Our alumni
send us a clear message that they value
their own BK experience when they send
their children here to benefit from the
same opportunities that they had,” said
Todd Orlando, principal.
“The primary goal of BK is the same as
it was in 1952 – to provide the finest college
preparatory education to the young people
of the Diocese of St. Augustine in a faithfilled Catholic environment,” Orlando said.
“While the ways that we teach continue to
change, certainly with regard to technology
for example, we stay true to our founding
vision and mission.”
Julie Tucker agreed. “Our children left BK
having grown in their faith,” she said. “They
entered their college years grounded in
positive values on a more mature and informed level and with solid friendships.”
Deacon David Yazdiya, principal of Bishop
Snyder, is a 1981 graduate of Bishop Kenny;
his wife, Caroline Corrigan Yazdiya, also
graduated from BK, and their three children
are graduates of BJS.
“With a well-rounded curriculum that
includes a variety of world languages, drama,
art, chorus, sports and computer/technology,
as well as many extracurricular activities
and sports, all within a Catholic setting,

Bishop Snyder High School has everything
a student needs to thrive and grow in faith
and into the wonderful person God created
them to be,” Yazdiya said.
Rhonda Rose, another Bishop Kenny
alum, is assistant superintendent of Catholic
Schools. “Our schools are unapologetically
Catholic. Faith permeates every aspect,
rather than being an additional piece or
only relevant in religion class. It is who we
are,” she said.
All Catholic school ninth-grade students
take English, math and science classes.
Where a student goes from there is entirely
up to the student. Students who perform
well in one subject and not another may
work at their own level of expertise in each
subject. Courses are offered at standard,
honors and AP levels. As Catholic college

prep high schools, they offer religion all
four years. BK is the only private high school
in the area to offer the NJROTC program
for all four years as well.
“Our schools have high standards for
student performance and behavior, and
that contributes to a learning environment
any teacher would be happy to work in,”
Rose said.
Orlando added, “We believe that the
reason people choose Catholic or other
private religious schools over private secular
schools is the very nature of a religious
school. Speaking for Catholic schools, we
are grounded in the lessons of the Gospels. We
believe in teaching our students the lessons
of Jesus as well as traditional academic
classes. We strive to prepare the whole
student – mind, body, and soul.”

Visit www.bishopkenny.org and www.bishopsnyder.org to learn more about Jacksonville’s premier Catholic high schools.

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
LOCAL SEAFOOD & CRAFT COCKTAILS
LUNCH • DINNER • PRIVATE DINING
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New school year
brings new goals,
challenges, changes
BY M ARCIA HODG S ON, R ES ID EN T C OMMUN IT Y N E WS

After an all-too-short summer break, students in the San
Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas areas will head back to
school later this month. The Resident asked the Duval County
Public School principals and heads of schools for private
schools what goals and challenges they anticipate as the
school year begins.
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PAT WALKER

Jacksonville Country Day School

Jacksonville Country Day School is a school that focuses on
nurturing minds and building character while giving students
the opportunity to thrive in specialty areas like art, music,
Spanish, and physical education, said Head of School Pat Walker.
This year, Walker’s goal is to continue to provide her students with
an excellent academic program while keeping character education a top priority, she said.
This fall, the school is introducing a new dining concept, which will center around
community connections and healthy choices “to match the opportunities we give
students with daily physical education and recess,” she said, noting she will begin her
fifth year as head of school and 25th year as an educator at Jacksonville Country Day.
Ensuring the emotional and physical safety of each child in her care is her biggest
challenge, she said. “We continue to seek expert advice about both issues.
“Every year we celebrate our graduates and their successes. We define our graduates
as those who are prepared for academic success, approach challenges with confidence,
communicate thoughtfully and effectively, act with compassion, respect others and
lead by example,” she continued. “We are fortunate that our students, as well as faculty
and staff, are happy and passionate about their efforts. It is joyous to see the results
of intentionally teaching and modeling good character. I love coming to work each
day to a place where children are loved and respected.”

JENNIFER STUDER

MARILYN BARNWELL

San Jose Catholic School

Alfred I. duPont Middle School

Brian Wheeler surprised everyone at San Jose Catholic School
when he suddenly resigned his position as principal on July 1
to take a position at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School
on Palm Coast. Replacing Wheeler at the helm of San Jose
Catholic this year will be Jennifer Studer, a Jacksonville native
and alumna of Christ the King and Bishop Kenny High School.
Studer holds an education degree from the University of North Florida and a master’s
degree in educational leadership from Barry University. She also has experience leading
Catholic schools having served as principal of Palmer Catholic School in Ponte Vedra
and San Juan del Rio in Fruit Cove. “I am excited to take everything I have learned
in Catholic education and bring it to San Jose Catholic School,” she said.
San Jose Catholic is dedicated to fostering Catholic identity and academic excellence
through faith, love, and knowledge, said Studer. In addition to a strong academic
curriculum, under her leadership, San Jose Catholic will continue to offer a variety of
extracurricular activities ranging from fine arts to sports, she said.

In the diverse academic community that is Alfred I. duPont
Middle School, International Business and World Language
Academy, Principal Marilyn Barnwell’s motto is “Changing the
World One Student at a Time!”
Although the school is not initiating any new programs next
fall, it will continue with its Dual Language Spanish program, International Business
program (Global Scholars), as well as its Pre-Early College, Chinese, French, and
Spanish World Language Programs.
“We approach teaching and learning from a global perspective,” Barnwell said. “Our
goal is to move student reading proficiency in math and literacy by 5 percent overall.
“We are proud of our accomplishments this year and the fact that we’ve raised student
achievement by 59 points according to the latest statewide assessment results,” she
said. “Our challenge will be to continue on the current trajectory on our quest to move
our school to an “A” school.”

MARYANN JIMENEZ

MELANIE L. HAMMER

Assumption Catholic School

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts

Assumption Catholic School expects to add more afterschool
enrichment opportunities as well as two new sports to its list
of offerings, said Principal Maryann Jimenez.
Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM),
and Spanish Club will be in added to an extracurricular line-up
that already includes chess, debate, robotics, and other opportunities. “We want to
offer more afterschool options for our students in addition to sports and fine arts,” she
said. “I am hoping to start cross country with our younger students and to begin a
track team in the spring,” she said.
Coding and a “Work Smart” elective will be added to Assumption’s middle school
curriculum, and the school will provide more tablets in every classroom, she said.
Among the challenges facing Jimenez in the coming year is the maintenance of
Assumption’s physical plant. “We have two new buildings, but three old buildings we
are continually updating in line with our Facilities Management Plan,” she said.
“We are a large school, but we have a close-knit community. I feel we are warm and
welcoming, and foster spiritual and academic growth and excellence,” Jimenez said.
“The students, families, and teachers make my job full of joy!”

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts has no specific goals
this year other than to strive to meet its mission – to be the
leading public arts high school in the United States, said Principal
Melanie Hammer.
“Our primary goal is to keep raising the bar in academics and
arts. DA wants to be the leading public arts high school in the nation, and we are
always working toward that goal,” she said.
One sign that the school is gaining national recognition is that DA’s jazz band has
been invited to perform at the prestigious Midwest Conference in Chicago this year.
The school is also working to expand its Animation program. “Our Animation
program fits in with our Visual Arts and Cinematic Arts Departments,” she added.
Hammer, who just finished her first full year as principal after taking over from
longtime head Jackie Cornelius, describes her school as a “visual and performing arts
school with high-level academic courses, including AP and honors classes. “Our
students are creative, compassionate, and problem solvers,” she said. “Douglas Anderson
students will make a difference in the world and watching them grow and learn every
day is exciting.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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MINDY MCLENDON

Tyler Hodges

Hendricks Avenue Elementary

The Bolles School

A new but familiar face will be at the helm when students
return to the Bolles School this fall.
Tyler Hodges, who served as associate head of school for the
past three years, is taking over as president and head of school,
assuring a smooth transition as the school year begins. He
replaces David Farace, who has returned to Maryland to become Head of School at
the McDonogh School, his alma mater.
“I would characterize next year as one defined by a community-wide sense of forward
motion and ongoing enthusiasm around educational advancements we have been
developing during the past two years,” said Hodges. “All four of our campuses are
experiencing tangible or structural enhancements in all areas of school life, so we see
opportunity and expanded global context over challenge – and that is exhilarating!”
Specifically, George Hall, a new 10,800-square-foot gym and multipurpose room
will open on Bolles Lower School campus in Ponte Vedra Beach this fall. It will widen
Lower School opportunities in music, drama, and indoor athletics, as well as provide
an amphitheater for performances and group gatherings.
“We are moving our school forward toward aspirational visions,” said Hodges, adding
Bolles is exploring online course offerings and the creation of a new leadership development program for its faculty and staff. “One of the strategic goals for the school
is to further develop the area of global studies. A committee has been meeting during
the past year to develop a formalized and documented Pre-K through Grade 12 World
Studies Program that meshes Bolles’ deep current offerings with new initiatives –
particularly in the areas of curriculum, service learning and clubs,” he said.

PAULA SMITH

Getting along with less due to budget cuts and loss of staff is
the major challenge facing Hendricks Avenue Elementary this
year, said Principal Mindy McLendon, who will be leading the
school for her second year beginning next fall.
“The loss of teacher positions makes it difficult to start out
the school year with appropriate staff in place,” she said, noting HAE’s overall school
goal is to continue to focus on improving reading achievement in all grades.
“We also lost our reading coach/interventionist position, which will greatly impact
the support we were giving to our teachers and children in reading. These changes
will require us to leverage our current resources to ensure we are providing the
maximum amount of services to our children.”
This year will be Hendricks Avenue Elementary’s first as a “Leader in Me” school, where
the program will be offered in all grades. The Leader in Me program embodies Franklin
Covey’s whole-school transformation process, which teaches 21st century leadership and
life skills to students, and creates a culture of student empowerment based on the idea
that every child can be a leader, according to the Franklin Covey website.
HAE will also offer a new language immersion program through its media center
resource class.
“Hendricks Avenue Elementary has served this community for over 80 years. The
school’s success is built upon experienced staff, strong parent involvement, amazing
students, and strong support from our community stakeholders. Our vision and
mission are built upon building future citizens that will continue to serve and lead in
their communities as adults,” McLendon said.

LORI MENGER

San Jose Elementary

San Jose Episcopal Day School

As the largest ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
elementary school in Duval County, Paula Smith’s biggest
challenge this year is elevating her students’ reading proficiency. “Our students always show great reading growth, but
we continue to push for more students being proficient on
grade level,” she said, noting that 47 percent of the 800 students enrolled at San
Jose Elementary are ESOL students.
“Our school is the most diverse and culturally rich learning space in Duval County,”
Smith explained. “Our students come from 42 different countries around the world,
and we have seven major languages spoken on our campus.”
The goal at San Jose Elementary this year is to show at least a 10-point increase
in each academic area on the Florida Standards Assessment, Smith said, adding
the school will host a “variety of monthly parent engagement events to empower
parents with tools to support the level of rigor with state standards.”
Smith also plans to use “restorative justice practices with peer mediation as
consequences for behavior support needs.”
This year San Jose Elementary will implement the new science curriculum the district
has adopted, and will also continue to host what have become Proud Panda annual
traditions – Day of the Arts, World of Nations, and Panda Olympics that promote
school pride, Smith said, noting it will continue its partnership with San Jose Baptist
Church and Lakewood United Methodist Church, which support the school with
volunteers and student recognition.

Campus improvements are a top priority at San Jose
Episcopal Day School this fall, said Principal Lori Menger.
“We are in the midst of transforming and updating some of
our learning spaces, which can be challenging, but also very
exciting,” she said. “The challenge is to find the right balance
and create learning spaces based on leading-edge educational research yet preserve
our traditions and honor our historic property.”
To improve her students’ experiences at school this year, the lower school
playground will be transformed, thanks to a grant from the Henry and Lucy
Gooding Endowment.
Also, the 68-year-old campus will be brighter thanks to the installation of LED
lighting, which also supports the school’s commitment to be a good steward of its
resources, she said. “The financial support to make this happen is being provided
by the Vestcor Family Foundation,” said Menger. “School board member Barbara
Ondo of Barbara Ondo Designs is working with Giglio Signs to design new campus
signage, which will be installed this summer.”
San Jose Episcopal does not intend to implement any new programs this year and
instead will be expanding and improving on programs it has introduced during the
recent past. “In the learning process, we teach our students the value of reflection and
evaluation and so want to practice and model this,” Menger said.
“I love the warm, loving family atmosphere of our school,” she said. “It is palpable
and something you can feel when you walk on our campus.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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TIMOTHY FEAGINS

CHRISTOPHER BEGLEY

Julia Landon College Preparatory &
Leadership Development School

Samuel W. Wolfson School for Advanced
International Studies and Leadership

Students at Julia Landon College Preparatory & Leadership
Development School will adhere to a different kind of
schedule when they head back to class this fall, said Principal
Timothy Feagins.
“This year we are transitioning into a seven-period day where students will attend
every class every day, as opposed to meeting every other day,” he said. “Although this
will result in more contact time with students on a weekly basis, students have been
used to an A/B day schedule, and our challenge will be helping the students learn to
balance every class, every day, and to adjust to meeting new deadlines.”
Also new at Landon this fall will be the Global Scholars Program, which is designed
to link Landon students to students across the globe. “Students participating in this
program will communicate via Skype to learn about each other’s cultures and traditions
as well as to participate in authentic learning tasks,” Feagins said.
“This year we are going to continue to grow the excellent academic traditions we
have at Landon. Our teachers work very well with the students to provide them with
a highly rigorous instructional environment that is supportive. Every year we analyze
ways we can improve our academic programming to give every student the best opportunity to reach his or her greatest potential,” he said.
A leadership development school that has the goal to teach its students how to be
a productive citizen in a global society, Landon utilizes Sean Covey’s book, “Seven
Habits of Highly Effective Teens,” to teach leadership from within and to have students
develop qualities that will ensure academic success, he said.

REV. ADAM GREENE

Bishop Kenny Catholic High School

Due to strong admissions and a high demand for its Four
Pillars (academics, athletics, fine arts, and spiritual life) approach
to education, Episcopal is bursting at the seams and the school’s
biggest challenge this year is “managing enrollment,” said Rev.
Adam Greene, head of school.
“We are now reaching a point where we are physically constrained because of the
demand for an Episcopal education,” he said.
One priority will be analyzing facility needs, especially “student-focused classroom
and collaboration spaces,” in keeping with the school’s 2018-2023 Strategic Plan initiatives, said Greene.
“We are also excited about the Episcopal School of Jacksonville Cultural Connection,
a new arts partnership between Episcopal and the greater Jacksonville community,”
Greene continued. “We will be collaborating with various local arts organizations
to bring events to our campus, which offer our students the opportunity to participate
with and learn from Jacksonville’s arts community.”
Episcopal also offers an expanded peer-led robotics program, more opportunities
for community service, and a new varsity sailing program in partnership with the
Florida Yacht Club. Also enhanced are the school’s athletic facilities with new
covered softball batting cages, a new cross-country trail, and a new track.
“Episcopal is academically rigorous, but it’s also a happy place where kids feel cared
for and connected,” Green said. “It’s the type of community that we hope our students
will seek to build when they are out on their own.”

50 Years in Bu

Like many other public schools in Duval County, Samuel
Wolfson School for Advanced Studies and Leadership is challenged by district-wide budget cuts, said Principal Christopher
Begley. “We are shifting classes and making responsibility
adjustments in order to make sure that all classes are offered at the high quality that
parents can expect,” he said.
This year is Wolfson High’s 50th year of being accredited, and top school officials
celebrated with a ceremony and reception June 5 at the Duval County School Board
Building. This fall, Wolfson will offer only advanced and honors courses through the
Advanced Placement program and International Baccalaureate Programme.
“Our goal next year is to offer a high-quality Advanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate Programme to our incoming students,” Begley said. “We are partnering
with the Friends of Wolfson to further capital building projects as well as teacher and
student support,” he said. The Friends of Wolfson is a parent-led nonprofit, volunteer
organization 501(c)(3) that supports the students and staff at Wolfson High School.
“The mission of Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced Studies is to develop self-directed learners in an environment of academic excellence through a balanced and
advanced curriculum,” Begley said. “My favorite aspect about Wolfson is that all the
teachers and administrators love coming to work. Wolfson is a safe, calm, peaceful
place to be. Teachers, administration and staff are all involved and work together to
encourage students to participate, not only in academics, but also in clubs, sports, and
community service.”

TODD ORLANDO

Episcopal School of Jacksonville

Celebr
atin
g

With concern nationally over a spate of school shootings this
past year, Principal Todd Orlando is making the safety and
security of his students a priority. Bishop Kenny’s program will
include the presence of a daily, off-duty JSO officer on campus
as well as rotating monthly weather, lock-down, and active
shooter drills, and campus-wide communication. The school has also limited outside
access to its campus entrances and has enhanced its system of security cameras to
provide the safest possible environment for its students, staff, and visitors.
“The events of the past few years have strengthened that commitment leading us
to invest even more time and resources to ensure that we have the most updated
and comprehensive security plan possible,” he said.
Celebrating 67 years of service to students in greater Jacksonville, Bishop Kenny
intends to refurbish and rededicate Bishop Tanner Chapel and honor alumni from
the 1960s in its Annual Founders’ Mass, Orlando said.
In his 17th year as principal of the “inclusive Catholic college preparatory school
which offers standard, honors, and advanced placement courses to meet the needs of
all types of learners,” Orlando plans to do a complete mapping of the school’s entire
curriculum. This year, Bishop Kenny will expand by three the number of AP courses it
offers, adding Human Geography, Latin, and Computer Science to its AP curriculum.
“This brings the total number of AP offerings at Bishop Kenny to 23,” he said.
“I am blessed to work with a dedicated faculty and staff,” said Orlando. “That coupled
with our partnership with the BK parent community is gratifying as we prepare our
students’ minds, hearts, and souls for college and life.”
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Church youth
group helps
community in
Mississippi
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Self-care, healthy
relationships among focus
at Episcopal School

Helping others who have so much less
was an eye-opener for several of the seven
youth from Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church who traveled to Shaw, Mississippi
on a mission trip in early July.
The boys and girls, ranging in age from
12 to 18, ran a day camp at Delta Hands
for Hope, where they offered music, science,
recreation, reading, and computer. They Hendricks Avenue Baptist youth and Delta Hands for Hope volunteers at a 4th of July celebration
also worked in the local community garden in Greenville, Mississippi.
pulling weeds and watering plants.
Additionally, they built trellises and tomato left out and everyone laughed and had a
For fun, they traveled to Greenville,
cages to be used in the garden.
great time together,” said Drew Shapard, Mississippi for a 4th of July celebration on
“My favorite part of the trip was how seventh-grader at Lavilla School of the Arts. the Mississippi River, and on the final night
everyone worked together. The kids, students, “I also learned that we are blessed to have of camp had dinner and went bowling with
youth, and even the adults. No one was ever everything that we have. Most of us have the staff and high school volunteers from
access to at least three meals every day, Delta Hands for Hope, said Britt Hester,
whereas many of the children we served Minister of Youth and Christian Education.
sometimes have one per day or do not eat
“Going to Shaw, Miss., to do mission work
at all. It was eye-opening and makes me opened my eyes to the injustice and ingrateful for all that I have.”
equality some people face in our country.
Elizabeth Duvall, a rising senior at the Just being there a week, I experienced the
Episcopal School of Jacksonville, agreed inconvenience of food deserts, I saw the
with Shapard. “To see how parts of our effect that the lack of funding in education
country are impoverished makes me appre- had on some of the kids, but I also saw
ciate everything that I take for granted in how despite all this, the people of Shaw,
my day-to-day life. It was also nice getting Miss., kept fighting to do what’s right,” said
to know the kids we worked with at Delta Hannah Gray, a junior at Mandarin High
Hands for Hope. Connecting with them, School. “Neighbor helped neighbor. They
even though we were from different back- made sacrifices for each other. Most imgrounds, was special for me, and I will never portantly, they realized the significance of
Drew Shapard, Maddie Weise, Elizabeth Duvall,
forget the relationships we built together,” community and supported one another in
Wyatt Reese, Carson Haines and Macaiden
she said.
every way they knew how.”
Weise in Shaw, Mississippi on a mission trip.

Youth kick off mission trip
with community party

All Saints Episcopal youth group with members of the community at a Love and Hope lunch July 18.

All Saints Episcopal Church youth went
to Madison, Florida for a mission trip to
work at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church July
18-21, but first kicked off the event locally.
Their first mission assignment was a
community event July 18 at Angelina Danese
Park, where they provided free lunches,
toiletries, and Vacation Bible School crafts,
T-shirts etc. for children in the community
served by UCOM UrbanServ, whose director
said a young girl was seen going through
garbage for food.
“I do love that we are kicking this mission
trip off right in our backyard!” said Hillary
Citrano, youth director at All Saints.

Amy Perkins
(Photo by Laura Evans Photography)

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville’s
new Health, Safety and Well-being program
is community-wide and involves students,
parents, and faculty and staff. The program
will focus on four themes in 2018-2019:
Self-Care, Healthy Relationships, Global
Awareness, and Choice.
Within these themes, key topics include
stress, anxiety, mindfulness, physical
health, bullying, social media, gratitude,
diversity and tolerance, service, and
high-risk behaviors.
“Episcopal seeks to value and prioritize
these issues with a commitment that
goes beyond any single year of programming,” said Amy Perkins ‘92,
Director of Student Services. “We have
planned a comprehensive and evolving
array of opportunities for students and
parents, professional development for
faculty and staff, and resources for the
entire community.”
The school schedule will devote at least
three special activity and event periods
per semester to Health, Safety, and Wellbeing for students; professional development for faculty and staff; and special
events for parents. Topics relating to the
Health, Safety, and Well-being effort will
continue to be incorporated into one
Chapel session per semester and into
Global Community Day, to be held Tuesday,
Feb. 12, 2019, and which will focus on
mental health and global awareness.
Episcopal, located in Empire Point, is
also partnering with Baptist Health for
the upcoming school year. Baptist Health
will provide four expert speaker panels
for the Episcopal parent community. Two
events will take place during the fall
semester and two will take place in the
spring, addressing the following topics:
Physical Health/Nutrition; Anxiety/
Stress/Coping Skills; Influence & Effects
of Social Media and Screen Time, and
High-Risk Behavior/Substance Abuse.
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Variety of summer camps keep
kids engaged in mind, body
Summer campers at San Jose Episcopal
Day School enjoyed a variety of specialty
camps with activities such as Water Day, a
visit from Jacksonville Fire and Rescue
Station 21, making slime, baking cupcakes,
brownies and other treats, creating obstacle
courses in the gym for dodge ball, and more.
Faculty- and staff-led specialty camps
included Judy Bryan’s 20th annual art camp,
Shannon Nunley’s Harry Potter-inspired
Camp for Muggles, Allison Weaver’s STEAM
camp, Kathy Balek’s Lego WeDo Robotic
camp, Wendy Monger’s American Girlinspired camp, and Elaine Luers’ Scooby
Doo-inspired Mystery Camp.
Twelve campers earned certification in
CPR, babysitting safety, and first aid. Other
campers made their own clothing in Judy
William’s sewing camp, and practiced their
basketball skills in Coach Verdy Buckholtz’
basketball camp.
(Photos by Amy Blumstein)

Seth Way on water slide at San Jose Episcopal
Day School summer camp.

Isla Baxter and Summer Stalvey with a
Jacksonville firefighter

Charlotte Smith and Emily Cumisky participate
in Judy Bryan’s 20th annual art camp.

Ethan Sparks enjoys Water day at San Jose
Episcopal Day School summer camp.

Summer camps engage brains, challenge creative skills
Anyone who thinks that summer is a
time to be lazy has not attended a session
of STEM Camp at Hendricks Avenue
Elementary School. Rising third- to sixthgrade students spent part of their summer
at one- or two-week camps solving
challenges in the areas of science, technology, engineering, and math, and loved
every minute of it, according to third-grade
teacher Tracy Langley.
Some of the challenges included saving
as many “Lincolns” as possible from a
deserted island, creating a castle out of pool
noodles and toothpicks, and coming up
with the best design for a slip and slide. For
outdoor fun, there was a corn hole tournament and some hard-fought games of Kick

the Can. The annual fashion design is always
popular, and this year was no exception. “It
was amazing to see what was created with
coffee filters, tape and scissors,” said Langley.
Each day campers were invited to dress
for the Theme of the Day. Since costumes
must come from items found at home, the
originality and creativity were usually “over
the top.”
When campers notice that their fellow
campers went above and beyond in
sportsmanship, teamwork, or helpfulness
they were recognized as a Camper of the
Day because being smart is not the only
thing that counts at Hendricks. All students
demonstrated their ability to lead as well
as be a productive member of a group.
Front: Michael Lyvers, Chase Lochamy, Lux Wichterman, Jude Boger, Jacob Seamon, Zach
Pennywitt, Josiah Twigg and Thaine Deverson; middle: Elias Twigg, Bryson Williams, Brooks
Chandler, Micah Twigg, Santiago Callahui, Hayes Bettman, Isaac Adams and Ian Bullock; back:
Regan Foote, George Foote, Eladio Alemida; not pictured, Lena Neal

Chandler, Pennywitt crowned
chess camp tourney champs
Theme of the Day winning team, Rainbow Day
and the Leprechaun at the end of the rainbow.
Counterclockwise from back left: Abby Tucker,
Reese Tucker, Parker Shell, Delaney Friday,
Campbell Shell, Parker Phan, James Lindsey

Reese Livingston, Sam Venus, and Ben
Hopkins make a working pinball machine out
of a pizza box and popsicle sticks during an
engineering challenge.

Brooks Chandler and Zach Pennywitt were the winners of ScholasticChess.Org’s
chess camp tournament, held at Southside Baptist Church in June.
Chandler was crowned advanced level champ while Pennywitt took beginner honors
during the camp, which taught participants strategies and tactics of the game.
Sixteen chess campers enjoyed playing chess, chess variants, giant chess, and built
MineCraft-themed chess sets during the camp, which was mentored by George Foote
of San Marco.

•
•
•
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San Marco family enjoys cultural exchange with French, Danish youth
to Ichetucknee Springs, spent a weekend at
the beach, went to the Alligator Farm in St.
Augustine, swam with dolphins in Orlando,
For Jacksonville youth involved with attended a Jumbo Shrimp game, and shopped
Children’s International Summer Village at the Town Center, as well as participated
(CISV), it can be hard to decide whether in a service project at Angels for Allison.
it’s more fun to be host to boys and girls
“I have a lot of close friends who go to
from other countries or to take a turn as CISV and they got me interested in the
guest in a foreign country.
program. Since then I’ve been looking into
Caroline Cavendish spent the first half it and so, here I am,” said Cavendish, who
of July sharing a variety of activities in has just gotten involved in CISV this year.
Florida with Victoria Giesecke from France,
The Cavendish family was one of about
then left Jacksonville mid-month to see the 20 local families who hosted youth from
sights in Paris.
Copenhagen, Denmark and Paris, France
Cavendish, a freshman at the Episcopal building global friendships and gaining a
School of Jacksonville, hosted Giesecke at deeper understanding of other cultures.
her home in San Marco, but the two teens
“Three of Caroline’s closest friends have
spent very little time there. With the French had wonderful experiences with CISV,” said
delegation and their hosts, the girls went Cavendish’s mother, Shelly. “We have been
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Caroline Cavendish at home with her French
guest, Victoria Giesecke

around CISV for about five years, and when for a month with youth from 12 other
we heard this year’s exchange was to Paris, countries; eight youth went to “Step Up”
Caroline was all in and she has loved it.”
camps in Indonesia and Norway with fellow
In addition to the Interchange, 14 14-to-15-year-olds from 10 countries, and
Jacksonville 11-year-olds attended CISV seven youth ages 16-to-18 went to internainternational camps in Brazil, Denmark, tional camps in Egypt, Guatemala, Finland,
Germany and Michigan, where they lived Sweden, Mexico, and Pittsburgh, Penn.

School lunches offer “wow” with healthy variety

Three students awarded
Civitan Club scholarships
The Civitan Club of South Jacksonville,
Inc. awarded scholarships of $2,000 each
on June 8 to three well-deserving high school
seniors. Erin Elkins, a graduate of Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts, Kaitlyn Devine,
a graduate of Stanton College Preparatory
School, and Harrison Snowden, a graduate
of Ponte Vedra High School were given
Cecil B. Carroll Scholarships based on
academic achievement and civic/community
involvement.
These seniors have shown leadership and
commitment to this community through the
various activities they have created or worked
in as a participant. Devine, a Baymeadows
area resident was involved in the Stanton

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville will
offer students a new dining experience this
year – one that focuses on healthy food
options that are of exceptional quality.
The school has partnered with SAGE
Dining Services to offer a “wow” experience
with signature concept meals that fit every
dietary need.
Key elements of this experience are
the food, the focus on education for
students and the technology to support
it. SAGE makes meals from scratch
with locally-sourced ingredients whenever possible and is particularly mindful
of offering many options for students
with allergies.
The layout in the Buck Student Center
is now designed to enhance students’ dining

Harrison Snowden and Erin Elkins

Junior Civitan Club for four years and will
attend the University of Florida, focusing on
becoming a pediatric nurse. Elkins lives in
the Miramar area and will attend the University
of Central Florida with plans to major in
musical theater. Snowden, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, will be studying at Princeton with the
ultimate goal of attending medical school
and becoming an oncologist.
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At the airport, Caroline Cavendish, right,
welcomes Victoria Giesecke to Jacksonville.
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experiences and allow them more time to
visit with each other and enjoy their food.
There is a single, all-inclusive lunch which
offers unlimited seconds.
SAGE’s philosophy is “Variety, Balance,
and Moderation.” Their Spotlight Program
helps students make informed decisions
about what to eat by using a color-coded
system to show an item’s nutritional value,
based on current USDA guidelines. Green,
yellow and red dots indicate how much
and how often foods should appear on a
plate. SAGE and Episcopal also offer
Educational Seasoning, a monthly
program that brings historical, cultural,
and culinary topics to life for our students
with informational guides and creative
displays.
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Rising freshman get
campus preview
In July, members of Bishop Kenny High School’s incoming freshman class participated in Preview BK, an
optional three-day sneak peek at campus life Bishop
Kenny style. The students participated in hands-on,
fast-paced activities designed, among other things, to
provide an opportunity for the students to make new
friends with future classmates coming to BK from schools
throughout the Jacksonville area, navigate the campus,
and read the rotating class schedule.
Instructors and volunteer student counselors emphasized team building and success strategies for

Say Cheese – 100 members of the Bishop Kenny High School Class of 2022 gathered at the Carla Harris Performing Arts Center
during Preview BK 2018. Students wore tie-dye shirts made during the three-day camp for a group photo taken on the last day.

freshman year throughout the program. One hundred
of the expected 305-member freshman class attended
Preview BK 2018. Bishop Kenny’s total school enrollment
is expected to be approximately 1,210 students for the

2018-2019 school year, including the freshman class of
305 students. The first day of school for ninth-grade
students is August 14. The entire school will return to
school on August 15.

Graduating seniors reconnect at HAE
For Hendricks Avenue Elementary School,
it is a new tradition. For HAE alumni, it is
a new rite of passage.
In June, on the last day of school, graduating high school seniors who attended
HAE as elementary school students were
invited to walk the halls of their old elementary school – for many the school where
it all began – one last time.
Twenty-four recent high school graduates
paraded through HAE’s hallowed hallways
as current students and faculty offered them
high fives, fist pumps or hugs.
“It was such an emotional experience to
walk down the halls of my elementary
school and get high fives from the kids
and hugs from my old teachers,” said
Christina Lopez, a Granada resident who
recently graduated from Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts.

The seniors hailed from Stanton College
Preparatory School, Paxon School for
Advanced Studies, Douglas Anderson,
Bishop Kenny High School, Englewood
High School, and Samuel Wolfson School
for Advanced Studies and Leadership,
Episcopal School of Jacksonville, and
Robert E. Lee High School. Most donned
their caps and gowns or other graduation
paraphernalia. For all it was a chance to
reconnect, reminisce with former elementary
school friends, many whom they had not
seen since fifth grade, and discuss what
the future holds.
While lining up on HAE’s stage for a
group photo, they laughed about their
fourth-grade play, and many remarked that
the auditorium looked much smaller now.
“Standing next to all my old classmates
in the place where we grew up was just

Members of the Class of 2018 came back for a visit to their alma mater in June. Back row: Trevon
Laidler, Chance Mead, Cory Vaughn, Curtis Martin, Nicholas Johnson, Trace Rankin, Kenneth Lee,
Shaan Patel, Rashaan Smith, Jacob Becker, Peter Mavros, Brian Koehler and Nathan Morgan. Front
row: Cameron Ibach, Grace Woodward, Hope Hershey, Olivia Ellis, Benet Lewis, Graysin Phillips,
MaryMargaret Flynn, Chloe Carmichael, Brianna Smith, Emy Sellers and Christina Lopez.

surreal,” Lopez said. “It was crazy to talk
to kids who had the same faces as the fifth
graders I once knew but had grown several
feet and were now going on to big

universities. There were several moments
of silence where we all sort of just looked
around and reflected on how far we’ve
come, and I think it moved us all.”

COURAGE. INTEGRITY. COMPASSION.

Experience the

Extraordinary
Bolles Life includes a superior curriculum and
the greatest variety of high-quality educational
offerings in Northeast Florida for day and boarding
students in grades Pre-K to 12. Extraordinary
opportunities and grand discoveries await you in
our vibrant, global community.
Unlock your true passions and talents as you
build the foundation for a remarkable future.
Bolles students develop a lifelong love of learning,
meaningful personal connections, skills to succeed
and values to make a difference in the world.
Bolles alumni like
Ryan Murphy ’13,
3x Olympic Gold
Medalist, have
gone on to become
judges, Pulitzer
Prize winners,
Olympians,
Rhodes Scholars,
renowned artists,
professional
musicians,
CEOs and so
much more.

Discover who you are and what you want to
become.

For more information on
#BollesLife and to schedule your
tour, please visit www.Bolles.org
or call (904) 256-5030.

Four Unique Campuses
Ponte Vedra Beach PreK–5
Whitehurst PreK–5
Bartram 6–8
San Jose 9–12
Day and Boarding
School from Pre-K
through Grade 12.
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Wolfson Wolfpack
welcomes Class of ‘22
It may still be summer vacation, but
the rising ninth-grade class at Samuel
Wolfson School for Advanced Studies is
ready to get an early start. Members of
the incoming freshmen class participated
in two midsummer mixers, giving them
the chance to meet future classmates as
they got to know teachers, administrators
and guidance counselors while becoming
more familiar with the campus.
Having fun with a summertime theme
at the first mixer in June, students and
teachers wore colorful leis and participated
in a series of different games and relays,
all culminating in a scavenger hunt that
gave the students the chance to score early
tickets to the opening football game this
fall. Still to come this summer, the rising
freshmen will head back to Wolfson for
an early-start survivor boot camp, which
will help them prepare for their first days
of high school with helpful strategies that
will set them up for long-term success
with their academic pursuits.

Teen creates celebrity recipes cookbook to fight breast cancer
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

To wonder if cooking is in the genes for
Miss River City Outstanding Teen Brookie
Brown is like asking “Does icing go on cake?”
Along with the rest of her talents, Brown’s
recently-published 136-page cookbook,
“Recipes to Celebrate the Finish,” is a sweet
topping for her many successes this year
as she promotes and advocates for breast
cancer survivors.
The proceeds from the cookbook go to
the Donna Foundation, particularly to
women and men who are struggling to pay
for treatment while experiencing the trauma

Brookie Brown helping with a book drive at
Dreams Come True.

Incoming Wolfson freshmen assemble puzzles
as part of a midsummer mixer on campus.

Summer
Worship at
St. John’s

Sunday Worship
8 and 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast 9 a.m.
Free Contemplative Yoga
9:15 a.m.

of the disease. Most of the recipes are from
local celebrities and breast cancer survivors,
and in memory of those who died, but
several are from Brown’s maternal grandmother, Betty Hays, who died from the
disease before Brown was born.
Brown’s mother, Valerie, taught her to
cook, using many of her grandmother’s
recipes, and they found cooking has been
a great way to connect the generations
through the shared experience.
Brown explained the idea for the cookbook came as she promoted her platform
of breast cancer awareness and the Donna
Foundation. “I thought ‘What do we all
have in common? We love to eat.’ People
have been so giving and kind. All I had
to do was say I was raising money for
breast cancer and I got many ‘secret’ recipes
from amazing people,” said Brown, a San
Jose resident.
From Dr. Susan Arnold’s “Almond Joy
Cookies” to Mary Baer’s “Under the Oaks
Derby Pie,” the dessert section is enticing.
Mary and David Garrard’s “BBQ Pancakes”
and River City Live’s Host Rance Adam’s “Rib
Pockets” promise to be hearty fare, as does
Olympian Shannon Miller’s “Chicken Teriyaki.”
How 17-year-old Brown found time to
plan and pull together such an extensive,
mouthwatering and, as she jokingly said,
“not always pageant-friendly” collection while
volunteering for the Donna Foundation, K9s
for Warriors, Dreams Come True, and as
photographer for Hope Therapy for children
with disabilities; singing the National Anthem
at Jumbo Shrimp games; and working three

Old and young came together to learn
more about Jesus when All Saints Episcopal
Church held its Vacation Bible School June
18-22 in San Marco.
Special needs adults from All Saints day
program joined more than 50 campers for
fun and spiritual learning under the theme
“Shipwrecked.”
“One of the most rewarding aspects of
being able to provide Vacation Bible School
from ages 2 to 75 is seeing the children, Aiden and Hunter Riley, Thomas Taylor, Carson
youth, and special-needs adults come together Newman, Tanner Mattson and Mason McGovern
to praise Jesus!” said Hillary Citrano, All
Saints’ VBS organizer. “God’s love and
learning have no age limit. I’m so proud to
be a part of something so sweet and special.”
Citrano extended special recognition to
Renae and Rick Johnston, Emily Raymore,
Tiaria Hutchenson, Kim Fishback, and Dr.
Michael Mastronicola, who gave invaluable
service as volunteers, and especially to
Mother Lisa Meirow, who has come on
A group of castaway campers sing songs of
board at All Saints Episcopal. She started praise as they get off the island during All Saints
off each day of VBS with a prayer.
Episcopal Church’s Vacation Bible School in June.

I’m

The VBS students shared music with special
needs adults from the All Saints Learning Center.

Emily Citrano shakes hands with Sadie, who is
one of All Saints special needs campers.
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Welcome Home.
Your backyard,
our battlefield.
Catherine Beaver

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

jobs (at Deerwood Country Club, Bubbles
Car Wash, and as a tech assistant at Sweet
Repeats) is a testimony to her discipline,
responsibility and dedication.
Stir in preparation for pageants (hopefully
to win college scholarships). Fold in
practicing her singing; whip in the academic
side where she has maintained a 4.7 GPA
at Christ Church Academy; toss in more
public appearances, and spice with preparations to attend Florida State University
in pre-med to major in pediatric oncology
research and minor in music, then mix it
all together for a recipe for success as
sweet as Donna Deegan’s, “Aunt Kim’s
Sweet Potato Casserole.”
Cookbooks can be ordered by contacting
Valerie@breastcancermarathon.com

Adults and kids enjoy VBS at All Saints Episcopal

Bring your own mat. Cummings Chapel

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Brookie Brown, right, with Rance Adams, host
of River City Live, whose Rib Pockets recipe is
in the cookbook.
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We treat commercial and
residential properties to control
mosquitoes, ticks and fleas.
Misting systems, special events
and barriers sprays available.
904-236-4110 • MosquitoJoe.com
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Eagle Scout installs fencing
for HAB Community Garden
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Thanks to the efforts of Mason Lane Hicks
and his team, the fruits and vegetables
growing in the community garden at
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church are no
longer at risk of being trampled during
baseball season.
Hicks, a rising freshman in the International
Baccalaureate program at Samuel Wolfson
School for Advanced Studies, was awarded
his Eagle designation by the Boy Scouts of
America July 7. A Scout since first grade,
he is a member of Troop 35, which is led
by Scoutmaster Adam McDonough.
Inspired by his father, who was also an
Eagle Scout, Hicks is the son of Tim and
Joy Hicks of San Marco, and recently
finished eighth grade at Julia Landon
College Preparatory School.

Mason Hicks

Earning 23 merit badges along the way,
the 14-year-old received his Eagle rank after
installing picket fencing, an arbor gate and
signage around the community garden
adjacent to the baseball fields at HAB. The
project took 122 hours to complete and cost
approximately $850 to install.
“The hardest, but most rewarding, part of
my journey to Eagle was my Eagle Scout
project,” wrote Hicks in his Letter of Ambition.
“Even though it was hard to keep up and
manage all the pieces of my project, I was
excited when it was completed, and I could
see what I had in my head, to be a plan on
paper and be able to see it ‘live’ right in
front of me. I loved seeing the excitement
it brought to my church and community
and know that it will help solve some of the
problems they were experiencing.”
HAB utilizes the garden as a quiet, sacred
space for meditation and reflection. Also
used as a teaching place for children in the
church’s Little Friends Preschool, it produces
vegetables for church dinners and weekly
donations of fresh food to UCOM, which
serves the needy in the community.
To complete the project, Hicks consulted
with General Contractor Roger McFarland,
who volunteered his labor, and worked with
seven members of his troop and 10 volunteers
from the community and church.
When asked what advice he would give
to future Scouts working toward their Eagle
designation, Hicks said, “Stay determined,
stay organized, and don’t procrastinate!
You’ll learn a lot, make a lot of friends, and
accomplish many goals. It’s hard, but totally
worth it in the end!”

Front: James Mathis, Mason Hicks, William Wright, Sam Davis, Colton Champion and Bob Simmons;
middle: Rebekah Duvall and Elmyra Morris; back: Sue Wilson, Claire Chin and Britt Hester

Mason Hicks builds a fence as part of his Eagle
Scout project.

Mason Hicks, Sam Davis and Colton Champion
work on Hick’s Eagle Scout project at Hendricks
Avenue Baptist Church.

Mason Hicks stands with his finished Eagle
Scout project of fencing, an arbor gate and
signage for the Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church Community Garden.

In an emergency,
every minute counts

St. Vincent’s HealthCare is close to home, giving access to all your healthcare needs.
If you are experiencing a life-threatening
emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Accidents and illnesses happen, and time is important. Ascension emergency
care teams at St. Vincent’s work quickly to understand your illness or injury and
provide the personalized, compassionate care you need.
Find care that’s right for you and check in online at GetJaxHealthCare.com.
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Bartram School for Girls, established in 1934 by four Jacksonville families,
was named after William Bartram, an American naturalist who explored the
St. Johns River in 1774. The girls’ school was the female counterpart for The
Bolles School, a military school for boys founded in 1931, for many decades
until the schools’ 1991 merger. To see more historical photos from the
Jacksonville Historical Archives, visit www.jaxhistory.org/research/.
Bartram School Class of 1969
(Photo courtesy Jeff Hartzer, www.OldOrtega.com)

Pages from the Bartram School’s informational booklet

Sale

“It’s A Good Thing”
Saturday, August 18
9 am til 4 pm
AN UPSCALE RESALE

to benefit South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church
including jewelry, purses, shoes, accessories,
home decor, garden center and everything Christmas
Plus Bargain tables from $1 to $10

Come meet our great vendors
selling new stuff!
SHOP LOCAL

A Church
For Our Community
Celebrating Word,
Worship and Witness
2137 Hendricks Ave • Jacksonville

The Key to Your New Home!
RECENT
SALES...

HOW
CAN I
HELP
YOU?

4652 ORTEGA BLVD

SOLD

4833 MAID MARIAN LN

SOLD

5086 ORTEGA FOREST DR

SOLD

4034 BALTIC ST

SOLD

1343 HOLLYWOOD AVENUE

SOLD

Susan Fuller Tuohy,
REALTOR®, GRI
904.707.6548 | 3627 St. Johns Ave
Susan.Tuohy@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
www.JaxRealEstateSuccess.com
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Bartram Head Mistresses
Lula Miller and Olga Pratt
(Photo courtesy Jeff Hartzer,
www.OldOrtega.com)

Jacksonville and Volvo
Looking Stylish Together

2018 VOLVO
XC60 T5 AWD MOMENTUM
Lease Now*

419

$

PER MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS,
UP TO $2,000 IN ALLOWANCES*

DYNAMIC, REFINED AND INTUITIVE
THE SWEDISH SUV HAS EVOLVED.

*Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between August 1, 2018 and August 31, 2018. $3,869 due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $419, based on $43,245 MSRP of 2018 XC60 T5 AWD Momentum with
Heated Front Seats and Heated Steering Wheel, includes destination charge, $750 Lease Bonus and $1,000 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25/mile. *Purchase and Finance:
$2,000 includes application of $1,000 Volvo Allowance and $1,000 Loyalty Bonus. Advertised lease payment and financing excludes taxes, title, and registration fees and is available for qualified customers based on FICO score through Volvo
Car Financial Services. Payments may vary as dealer determines price. Offers available at participating dealers. Applicable vehicles are subject to retailer availability and may need to be ordered. See dealer for details. Additional disclaimers at page
footer. Vehicle shown may include optional equipment.

10863 Philips Hwy
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Family owned & operated for 4 generations
Free Valet Pick-up for service repairs (See Dealer for full details.)

Top-ranked care
for your top priority.
Wolfson Children’s Hospital
is proud to be ranked
among the Nation’s 50
Best Children’s Hospitals by
U.S. News & World Report.
At Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, our top priority —
like yours — is your child.
That’s why we never stop
striving to improve our care.
When we get better, kids
get better.
Learn more about our
nationally recognized care
at wolfsonchildrens.com.

Wolfson Children’s Hospital works as one team with our
world-renowned partners to provide outstanding care to children.

© Baptist Health 2018

