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FIERCELY LOCAL NEWS ... FIERCELY LOYAL READERS

San Jose . San Marco . St. Nicholas

Feast of All Saints celebrated
at St. Nicholas school
Assumption Catholic School first-graders John Paul Avera, Marlee Chandler, Vadim Chelninsky and Mikey Davis wear costumes depicting their favorite saints on All Saints Day. READ MORE, PAGE 46

Evening under the Big Top wows gala guests
Dave Josserand with Ed and Linda Salem, Deonne Josserand, Debbie and Jack Hanania, and Debbie
and Jeff Parker gather for a photo under the circus tent at the 26th Annual River Garden Gala,
which benefits River Garden Hebrew Home. READ MORE, PAGE 26

Where’s Bubba? Not
just another fish tale

Festival d’Vine a
mighty fine event

No need to go fishin’…Bubba the Catfish
photobombs Ron and Mary Littlepage, honorary
chairs, at the annual fundraiser for Downtown
Ecumenical Services Council.

Pretty smiles from Megan Kolar, Kelley Wood
and Colleen Rodriguez, who enjoyed
sampling the fruit of the vine in support
of Catholic Charities.

READ MORE, PAGE 23

READ MORE, PAGE 27

Island vibes create easy
ambience for benefit bash
Supporters of Big Brothers, Big Sisters
of Northeast Florida, Dave Page, Felisa
Savage and George and Brenda Drake
get into the “Jimmy Buffet” spirit at
Margarita J’Ville.
READ MORE, PAGE 24

High school drill team salutes veterans
Veterans at Arbor Terrace in San Jose were thanked for their service by
members of the Samuel W. Wolfson High School Army JROTC drill
team. READ MORE, PAGE 48
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You Asked For It: What’s the status of the St. Nicholas Vision Plan?
Ford wrote: “Per the City Planning
Department, the JTA Mobility Works project
1. Reduced speed around the central hub more recently identified Complete Streets
From time to time, readers ask for help
of St. Nicholas (similar to the San Marco improvements for Beach Boulevard and
in getting answers to issues of interest or
area)
made recommendations for a “Squareabout”
concern.
for the St. Nicholas area based on a concept
On Sept. 18, The Resident received a letter 2. Revitalization of consumer activity in from the 2004 St. Nicholas Vision Plan. The
St. Nicholas
concepts from the Mobility Works Project
from Eric Johnson, a business owner in St.
for this area have not been approved by
Nicholas, requesting information about the
3. Reduce three-road mergers (Spring Park,
FDOT (the Florida Department of
status of the St. Nicholas Vision Plan pubBeach Boulevard, and Atlantic Boulevard)
Transportation), nor have any of the concepts
lished in 2004. Johnson also copied other
to a two-road merger (Atlantic Boulevard,
received any type of funding at this time.”
residents and business owners in the St.
Spring Park) by merging Beach Boulevard
Meanwhile, in speaking for FDOT,
Nicholas area, many of whom participated
and Atlantic Boulevard at Linden Street.
Pleasants said FDOT has no plans to do
in the vision plan’s creation and several
follow-on charrette discussions.
4. By doing No. 3, traffic can be re-routed any more roadwork in the St. Nicholas
Johnson wrote: “As we continue to see
back to the Hart Bridge or allowed to area at this time. She wrote:
“There are currently no plans to install a
the improvements of the I-95 corridor with
turn onto Atlantic Boulevard based upon
roundabout
or make any other changes to
the newly opened off ramp onto Atlantic
traffic volume. (Currently to change
Beach
Boulevard
or Atlantic Boulevard in
Boulevard East, we are beginning to see
directions you must drive through
this
area.
Citizens
are encouraged to share
additional traffic. I have noticed that speeds
residential neighborhoods after the
their
input
regarding
future improvements
in front of Bishop Kenny have been reduced.
Spring Park intersection.)
I believe that to be because of the newly
with the North Florida Transportation
installed stop lights at the end of the off 5. By doing No. 3, it would be feasible to Planning Organization (NFTPO), which
ramp and on the ramp coming from I-95
remove the flyover on Beach Boulevard plays a major role in planning long-term
South. The problem is that these new lights
eastbound and thereby remove all bridge transportation improvements throughout
become the starting gun for the next part
maintenance and expense forever.”
the region. North Florida TPO has a citizens’
of Atlantic and Beach Boulevards as motorists
advisory committee that meets on the first
travel eastbound.
In response to Johnson’s query, The Resident Wednesday of each month to provide
“The plan to change the area around Curry contacted Tia Ford, public information citizens with an avenue for participating
Thomas Hardware to be a large round-a-bout officer for the City of Jacksonville, and Sara in the transportation planning process.
was, I believe, widely seen as a positive for Pleasants, public information officer for the Additionally, the TPO is currently conducting
our community and I specifically ask that Florida Department of Transportation. Their a long-range transportation plan survey
we get feedback on this proposal.
responses are as follows:
to solicit citizen input on programs and
projects to meet the mobility needs of the
region’s residents through 2045.”
“There are currently no plans to install a roundabout
Marci Larsen, public affairs manager for
or make any other changes to Beach Boulevard or
the NFTPO, said the Town Center Vision
Plan for St. Nicholas was a City of Jacksonville
Atlantic Boulevard in this area.”
Planning and Development Department
— Sara Pleasants, public information officer, FDOT
initiative and not designed by the NFTPO.
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

“The benefits include:

It is something that her agency has had no
direct involvement with, she said, referring
to the City website for Town Center Programs.
According to the City website, Town
Center Programs, such as the St. Nicholas
Vision Plan, are intended to revitalize
older neighborhoods by providing planning
design and infrastructure improvements
to public spaces along key business areas
and corridors. The goal of the program
is to 1) enhance both visual appeal and
physical infrastructure in older neighborhoods’ commercial areas and corridors;
2) feature community visioning and
planning; 3) encourage public and private
partnerships; 4) leverage public dollars by
coordination with the Better Jacksonville
Plan improvements in the areas; 5) encourage
renewal of old commercial areas that in
turn will aid and serve the residential areas.
The Town Center Program provides
funding for improvements to commercial
areas of neighborhoods that are 30 years or
older, experiencing decline, and classified
as a collector or higher roadway, and the
program is administered in three phases –
Visioning, Design and Engineering, and
Implementation, according to the City website.
There currently are a total of 17 projects
listed in the Town Center Program, of which
the St. Nicholas Vision Plan is one. Total
funding for each project through the program
is up to $1 million, and so far, all Phase 1
– Visioning – funding has been awarded and
no new applications are being accepted,
according to the website.
For more information about the visioning
programs, contact Kristen Reed, chief of
the Community Planning Division, at (904)
255-7888.
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donation that will help local kids in crisis move
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• connect a neglected child with a
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A fresh perspective
on aging well.

Have you heard about AgeWell at Baptist Health?
It’s a special kind of primary care for people 65 and above who
want to age well. Whether that means staying physically and socially
active, getting ahead of common aging issues, or maintaining a good
memory, AgeWell offers a more complete way to manage
your health.
Our physicians are board-certified doctors who specialize in caring for
older adults. The medical team includes a range of professionals – like
a dedicated pharmacist, rehab therapists and a psychologist — all
under one roof.
Our doctors spend 30 minutes or more with you at each visit, so
you get the time and personal attention you need, and AgeWell
accepts Medicare.

904.202.4AGE (4243)
baptistagewell.com

AgeWell Center at Baptist Jacksonville
841 Prudential Dr., Suite 180, 1st Floor
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Now Open!

AgeWell Center at Baptist Beaches
1370 13th Ave. South
Medical Office Building A, Suite 118
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
© Baptist Health 2018

AgeWell
W
Well
Center
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Baptist Health friends and family gather for time capsule opening
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

On Nov. 5, 2018, when top brass at
Baptist Health and Wolfson Children’s
Hospital opened a time capsule that had
been buried during the dedication of the
pediatric hospital’s patient care tower a
quarter of a century ago, it was as much
as celebration of Wolfson’s progress as it
was a family reunion.
“This has been a great travel down memory
lane,” said Baptist Health CEO and President
Hugh Greene. “It causes you to really
recognize how many people have been
supportive as well as all that has taken place
at Wolfson to get us to that point, and it is
also a reminder of all the incredible things
that have happened in the subsequent 25
years as Wolfson has continued to evolve
into a regional as well as a statewide center

Former Baptist Health CEO and President Bill Mason with Larry
Freeman, former president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital

for pediatrics. This has really been an
exciting moment.”
T. O’Neal Douglas, who was chairman
of the board at Baptist Health when Wolfson
Children’s Hospital was built, agreed. “It’s
always nice to reminisce and think back
about the many occasions we met and
talked about building this building and
expanding the children’s hospital,” he said.
“It started out as a pediatric wing, but
through all of the support from the Women’s
Board – all those good people working
hard – the board decided it was time to
do it and support it with the right funds.
It’s almost unimaginable how much progress
has been made since then. The leadership
has done an outstanding job.”
Baptist Health and Wolfson Children’s
Hospital leaders, hospital board members,
donors, physicians and nurses, past and
present, were on hand to witness the unveiling
of items retrieved from the time capsule,
which had been buried in the sidewalk in
front of the children’s hospital. Due to a
threat of bad weather, the unveiling took
place in the Wolfson lobby.
Seen within the crowd were Larry Freeman,
retired Wolfson Children’s Hospital President
and his wife, Chris; Dr. George Armstrong,
retired Wolfson chief medical officer and
his wife, Kaye; Carolyn Johnson, retired
vice president of Wolfson Patient Care
Services; members of the Wolfson family
– Jeffrey Wolfson and Karen and Don Wolfson;
Linda Wilkinson, an ardent donor and wife
of the late Dr. Albert Wilkinson, Jr., one of
the founders of Wolfson Children’s Hospital
and Nemours Children’s Specialty Care;
former Wolfson Board Chairmen Skip
Frantz and Ellis Zahra; T. O’Neal Douglas
and his wife, Alice; Bill Mason, retired

Bronze plaque that covered the
Wolfson time capsule for 25 years

president and CEO of Baptist Health and
his wife, Julie, former vice president of the
Baptist Health Foundation and leader of
the Gift of our Children Capital Campaign;
Women’s Board President Beth Langley and
President-elect Katherine Forrester; former
Women’s Board Presidents Susan Smathers
and her husband, Bruce, and Kaye Glover;
Past Wolfson Children’s Hospital Auxiliary
President Margie Kalil; and pediatricians
Dr. Warner Webb, Dr. Dennis Lafer, Dr.
Ken Horn, and Dr. Gary Soud.

Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh Greene addresses
the crowd during the unveiling of the Wolfson Children’s
Hospital time capsule.

Although Wolfson Children’s Hospital
President Michael Aubin was unable to
attend, Wolfson’s Chief Medical Officer
Jerry Bridgham addressed the crowd and
was one of several Baptist Health notables,
including Chief Operating Officer John
Wilbanks, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Keith
Stein, Chief Nursing Officer Dr. Diane Raines,
and Chief Financial Officer Scott Wooten.
“I’ve been feeling nostalgic with this event,”
said Freeman before the contents of the
time capsule were unveiled. “I been feeling
really nervous. I’ve been retired for eight
years and coming back and seeing all these
people is really something.
“It was a historic day in 1993 when we
opened the children’s hospital,” Freeman
continued. “First Lady Barbara Bush was
our guest speaker when we buried that time
capsule. I have no recollection of what was
put into it, but I know it was a very special
day for Wolfson and Baptist Health.”
Unfortunately, once the time capsule
was opened, many of the items within it
were soggy. During the presentation Greene,
Mason, and Freeman highlighted several
items including an NICU baby onesie, an
“Inside Track,” the employee newsletter, a
groundbreaking shovel lapel pin, a “Gift
for Our Children” brochure, the book
“Goodnight Moon” that had been signed
and read to Wolfson patients by Barbara
Bush before the time capsule was buried,
and a commemorative Boehm plate, donated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.
See just how big your
savings could be.
Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc
Matt Carlucci, Agent
3707 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Bus: 904-399-5544

1103155.1

Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars
when you put all your policies together under our
State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Unveiling items in the time capsule were Baptist Health Director of Public Relations Cindy Hamilton and Vikki Mioduszewski,
manager of marketing and communications for Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Former Baptist Health President and CEO Bill Mason,
Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh Greene and former Wolfson Children’s Hospital President Larry Freeman look on.

As Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh Greene and former Baptist Health President and CEO Bill Mason look on, Larry Freeman
holds up a children’s book signed by former First Lady Barbara Bush, during the unveiling of a time capsule at Wolfson Children’s
Hospital Nov. 5. Bush read to Wolfson patients from the book when she attended the hospital’s dedication 25 years ago.

Baptist Health Executive Vice President and Chief Operating officer John
Wilbanks with Karen and Don Wolfson

Wolfson Chief Medical Officer Jerry Bridgham with Dr. Keith Stein, chief medical
officer Wolfson Hospital and Bill Mason, former Baptist Health president and CEO

Chris Freeman, wife of former Wolfson Children’s Hospital
President Larry Freeman, looks over items from the Wolfson
time capsule on Nov. 5.

by Helen Boehm from the first fundraiser
held by the Women’s Board.
“I remember when Mrs. Helen Boehm
came down to speak with us about the
history of her company,” said Freeman. “She
was very gracious, very sophisticated, and
she donated some of her plates for the first
Women’s Board fundraiser. It is my recollection that we raised $50,000 at that time.
Now with their Arts and Antique Show, the
Women’s Board raises over $1 million.”
During his remarks, Greene said it
seemed like yesterday that Baptist Health
held the dedication ceremony for the
then-new $45 million, 220,000-square-foot,
90-bed patient tower that also included
Jacksonville’s first and only pediatric bone
marrow transplant unit. During the

Former Board Chairman of Baptist Health
T. O’Neal Douglas and his wife, Alice

following 25 years he said Wolfson has
expanded greatly to include the University
of Florida Pediatric Cardiovascular Program
in 1996 and Kids’ Walk, the skyway connecting Wolfson and Nemours, which was
dedicated in memory of Mason’s late son,
Stephen, in 1997.
Other Wolfson highlights over the past
25 years that he mentioned include the
creation by Wolfson and Nemours of the
Northeast Florida Pediatric Diabetes
Center in 2000; Safe Kids Northeast Florida,
a childhood injury prevention program
in 2003; the Lucy Gooding Children’s
Neurosurgery Center, which was established with the UF College of Medicine
– Jacksonville in 2005, which was also
Wolfson’s 50th anniversar y ; a new
250,000-square-foot joint patient tower,
known as the J. Wayne and Delores Barr
Weaver Tower, which opened in 2012;
Wolfson’s first pediatric outpatient specialty
center in Lake City in 2012; and Wolfson’s
state designation as a pediatric trauma
center in 2018.
“Twenty-five years ago, we built this new
hospital and named it Wolfson after the
Wolfson family,” said Mason, noting it was
his idea to create the time capsule. “I had
one done when we built the Women’s Pavilion,
and when we opened it, it was such a success
among all the employees that we decided
to do it again with the children’s hospital.
Here we are, 25 years later, and the whole
family that was there is back now. It’s going
to be wonderful.”

Holiday parties are coming
quickly, are you prepared?

$59
•
•
•
•
•

Wedding Dance Lessons
Social Dancing
Healthy Lifestyle
Meet Exciting People
Couples & Singles Welcome

“It started out as a pediatric wing, but through all of the
support from the Women’s Board – all those good people
working hard – the board decided it was time to do it and
support it with the right funds. It’s almost unimaginable
how much progress has been made since then. The
leadership has done an outstanding job.”
— T. O’Neal Douglas

904.923.1511 - cell
904.739.1626 - office
anita@anitavining.com

1983 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville, FL

Amelia View | $2,000,000

ELEGANCE & TRANQUILITY
Relax and enjoy breathtaking scenery and exotic birdlife from your backdoor. Hop in your boat
and take a quick ride to Amelia Island or downtown Jacksonville. As you walk into this custom
built newer home you will be wowed by the spaciousness of each room and extraordinary detail.
Covered porches include fireplace and Summer Kitchen.
5 Bedrooms / 7 Full Bathrooms / 2 Half Bathrooms / 7,953 Sq. Ft. / MLS#948921

Mandarin |

INTRODUCTORY
DANCE PACKAGE

3 private lessons, 1 group class & 1 party

Mention this ad and receive $10 off

Former President of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital Larry Freeman and his wife, Chris

Arlington |

$865,000
BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME!
•Riverfront
•New Gated Community
•Cul-de-sac lot
•Enjoy
Enjoy incredible sunsets over St.
Johns River
•Lot dimensions: 104’ x 420
•MLS#961271

$475,000

San Marco

| $575,000
ULTIMATE FAMILY HOME
•Park-like backyard
•Updated Master Bath
•Walk or bike to Granada Park &
Colonial Lake
•‘A’-rated Hendricks Elementary school
•4 Bedrooms/3 Baths/2,871 Sq. Ft
•MLS#965141

San Marco |

$230,000

•ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES
•Riverfront
•1.19 acre high-bluff lot
•Enjoy
Enjoy incredible sunsets over St.
Johns River
•Two storage buildings
•4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths/2,550 Sq. Ft.
•MLS#966774

RIVERFRONT & CAREFREE LIFESTYLE
•River views
•3rd-story Unit
•Updated and renovated
•Hardwood floors
•Walking
Walking distance to shops,
restaurants, and MD Anderson &
Baptist Medical Complex
•1 Bedroom/2 Baths/1,014 Sq. Ft.
•MLS#963832

AnitaVining.com | Selling the Best of Jacksonville...
www.AvondaleDance.com

(904) 384-8324 | 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11 | Jacksonville, FL 32205

Proud Supporter of:

RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT|CERTIFIED LUXURY COLLECTION SPECIALIST
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker,
this is not intended as a solicitation
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Council members propose legislation to tighten ‘contract’ zoning
Developers, builders
engage in dialogue
with committee
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Three term-limited members of the
Jacksonville City Council are hoping to
draft an ordinance that will tighten up
what can and can’t be done through
minor modifications when it comes to
zoning changes.
Before their term ends June 30, 2019,
John Crescimbeni (Councilmember AtLarge), Lori Boyer (District 5) and Bill
Gulliford (District 13) want to see a change
to the Municipal Code, specifically Chapter
656.341, regarding requirements to change
a zoning category to a planned unit development (PUD).

“PUDs are being used to craft ‘contract
zoning’ and no two are alike,” said Crescimbeni.
“For the regulatory side of government,
when there is a complaint, the rules and
regulations are not consistent for PUDs.”
During discussion at the committee’s
Nov. 16 meeting among the three councilmembers, as well as members from the
Planning Department and the Office of
General Counsel, local developers and
builders, Boyer was charged with revising
the working draft of the as-yet unnumbered
ordinance to incorporate new language
regarding the use of minor modifications
to change previously-approved PUDs.
The proposed legislation indicates that
any requested changes which were previously
the subject of staff recommendations or
were modified by submission of a revised
site plan or revised written description at
the time of adoption of the PUD or any
major modification, would not be allowed
by minor modifications.

By not allowing such changes to be made
through minor modifications, which are
heard by the Planning Commission, any
changes to an approved PUD would require
a new application for PUD-to-PUD rezoning
and would be heard by City Council.
This measure will, in theory, protect the
adjacent property owners, especially residential properties abutting proposed retail
or commercial development in the event
changes are made during the development
process that would alter aspects such as
the location of entrances or driveways,
buffers, fencing or landscaping between
the properties, lot sizes, or the height of
perimeter boundary buffers.
At the committee’s meeting at City Hall,
attention was given to buffers – the width
of an area set aside – in 23 zones and
property uses. There are three types of
buffers: 1) street of right-of-way buffers;
2) parking lot or vehicle use area buffers,
and 3) project boundary buffers, generally

between incompatible uses. Screening – the
type of landscape, fencing or wall used in
a buffer – was also discussed, with details
on types and heights of trees, hedges vs.
shrubs, grass, groundcover, mulch and
low growing plants.
The draft document on buffers and
screening indicate the purpose for specific
requirements is to maintain the quality
of life and protect the health, safety, welfare
and general well-being of Jacksonville’s
citizens, indicating the use of properly
landscaped and maintained areas can
reduce the potential incompatibility of
adjacent land uses, conserve natural resources and maintain open space, protect
established neighborhoods, and promote
and enhance community image and
roadway beautification.
The committee’s next meeting is planned
for Friday, Dec. 7, tentatively set for 11 a.m.
in City Hall, the Office of City Council, 4th
Floor, Conference Room A.

“PUDs are being used to craft ‘contract zoning’ and no two are
alike. For the regulatory side of government, when there is a
complaint, the rules and regulations are not consistent for PUDs.”
— John Crescimbeni, Councilmember At-Large
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San Marco Location
2000 Hendricks Ave
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Anita Vining
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Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Billie Bernhardt

Camilo Ramirez

REALTOR®

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898 / 252-5181

REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

(954) 805-0428

CeCe Cummings

Claire Franson

REALTOR®

Conor Flynn

REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777
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(904) 923-5331

(352) 406-2042

Zackery Williams

REALTOR®

(904) 477-0219

9252 SAN JOSE BLVD # 2204 - $110,000
2/1/1-1,149 sqft.
Coveted location/quiet community. Unit is right next to
pool. Enjoy walks with your pet, relaxing poolside - indoor
or outdoor! Unit needs updated kitchen. Winter white paint
throughout. Lots of closet space.

5342 SKYLARK MANOR DR - $354,000
4/3-2,483 sqft.
Come home to Skylark Ridge! This hidden gem is centrally located close
to I-295 shopping and dining. This fantastic pool home was made for
entertaining in one of the nicest neighborhoods in Mandarin! This home
boasts tropical lush landscaping with LED lighting around the entire home.

2750 ESTATES LN - $589,000
4/3/1-3,070 sqft.
Welcome home to this beautiful pool home in Westover
Estates executive neighborhood and riverfront street culde-sac! Relax in your spacious screened lanai overlooking
the pool enjoying the lionhead fountains!

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 1205 - $619,000
2/2/1-2,123 sqft.
The Model of Sophistication! Former sales model has beautiful wood floors in private
elevator entry foyer, gallery, kitchen, and breakfast area. Cool and contemporary
designer wall treatments in both bedrooms. Picture perfect Downtown Jacksonville
and St Johns River views from almost every room and wrap balcony.

REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Wishing
everyone Peace
on Earth and
Joy to all
during this
Holiday Season.

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 2207 - $425,000
2/2-1,397 sqft.
FINANCING at THE PENINSULA with 25% DOWN!!! Enjoying the sunrise each
morning is what you’ll get 22 floors up in this spectacular condo! Watching
dolphins play in the St. John’s River, views of the skyline and beautiful scenery
to the east are just part of what this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo boasts.

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Guillion, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514 / 686-4312

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342 / 708-2423

1526 PALM AVE # 1526 - $230,000
1/2-1,014 sqft.
RIVERFRONT is your dream but not in your budget?
Looking for 2nd home? Look no more because here it is in
San Marco. Immaculately & beautifully renovated 2-story
Condo in the heart of sensational San Marco.

Genni Jet

1155 EUTAW PL - $575,000
4/3-2,871 sqft.
Haven for children in this fabulous backyard that feels like a park. Perfect
Family Home. Perfect Location. You will love the layout and bedroom
sizes. Spacious foyer and bright living area cheerfully welcomes any
visitor. Inviting living room radiates hospitality and charm.

REALTOR®

(904) 903-8993

6740 EPPING FOREST WAY N # 106 - $715,000
2/3-2,495 sqft.
Enjoy Carefree Living at one of Jacksonville’s most beautiful communities
of Epping Forest. First floor end unit offers multiple living areas and
fabulous river views. Walk through lobby door straight to unit w/o getting
in an elevator. Split bedroom floorplan with hardwood floors throughout.

REALTOR®

Lynne Fergusen
REALTOR®

(904) 514-0577

REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

SOLD

1830 SAN MARCO BLVD # 4
2/2-1,285 sqft.
SOLD by Anita Vining! : Adorable and newer built condo. Four unit
complex totally rebuilt and refurbished in 2005. Charming in every
way from the common front door entrance hall and stairway to
the convenient rear entry into the phenomenal kitchen.

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

7004 GAINES CT - $1.295MM
4/4/1-4,988 sqft.
The only home in Epping Forest that sits atop the bluff
next to the exquisite DuPont Mansion, this home shares
the same breathtaking views of the formal gardens, the
marina, & the St. Johns river.

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 1509 - $395,000
2/2-1,159 sqft.
FULL EAST FACING TWO BEDROOM @ THE PENINSULA UNDER
400k! Gorgeous unobstructed views all the way to Jacksonville
Beach from kitchen, living area, and both bedrooms. Unit features
Italian cherry kitchen cabinets and KitchenAid appliances.

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

10904 GRAND TRUNK LN
3/2-1,940 sqft.
SOLD by Lisa Nguyen! If you’re looking for a spacious home with upgrades
and a split floor plan in an amazing location the in the Mandarin area, this
is it! This home features a large living area with separate dining, kitchen, a
covered/screened in back patio and a very spacious yard (corner lot)!

Julio Cesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

NOW HIRING NEW
& NOW
EXPERIENCED
AGENTS
HIRING NEW
&

Josh Nugent
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5176

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Buying
a home?
Buying
a home?
EXPERIENCED AGENTS
me to discuss
Contact Contact
me to discuss
youryour

• Exceptional support so you can focus on dollar productive activities
• Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
• New Agent Training Program, differentiate yourself
in a competitive business and build a career

ome?

uss your

Helen Willoughby

Jane Slater

SOLD

(904) 614-6949

REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Heather Cosgrove

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

Margee Michaelis

Elizabeth O’Steen
REALTOR®

(904) 994-1840

(904) 707-6548

REALTOR®

Elizabeth Loftin

REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

Taft Alexander

Dee Burnett
(904) 923-4073

Contact:
Contact:

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414

Mortgage
Co
Mortgag
(904) 610-335
(904) 610
Meredith.Med
Meredith
Apply
Online:

Apply On

Buying a home?

Mortgage
Consultant
Josh Cohen,
Managing
Broker
Josh
Cohen,
Managing
Broker
(904) 610-3356
904.422.2031
Contact me to discuss
your
904.422.2031
Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS#
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com

josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Meredi
Meredith
M
NMLSR
ID: 1
NMLSR

75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant

(904) 610-3356
477-6417

Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Prosperity H
75164. (NM
www.nmls
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Riverkeeper urges community to make sea-level rise a priority
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Unless City elected officials move quickly
to take precautions against sea-level rise
and do comprehensive mitigation to counter
the Jaxport dredging project, flooding of
the kind experienced in downtown Jacksonville
and its historic districts during Hurricane
Irma – or worse – is likely to happen again
a panel of experts agreed during a River
Rising Town Hall at the Museum of Science
and History Nov. 1.
“How many coastal cities in the world have
political leadership that doesn’t even seem
to acknowledge sea-level rise?” said one
panelist. “We may be the only one. It might
be a good start for the mayor and the City
Council to just start talking about it.”

St. Johns Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman

The event, sponsored by the St. Johns
Riverkeeper, had a different twist from
other town halls in the watchdog series
because it was co-sponsored by Greenscape
of Jacksonville. In addition to the upcoming
dredging project, the discussion also
centered around how green infrastructure
– trees – can play an important role in
alleviating flooding and other environmental
concerns that impact the resiliency of
urban communities.
Included on the panel were Nate Monroe
and Christopher Hong, reporters at the
Florida Times-Union, who have delved deep
into the dredging issue by writing a special
report entitled, “As the Ocean Creeps In.”
Dr. Quinton White, executive director of
Jacksonville University’s Marine Science
Institute, and Richard Leon, manager of
Urban Forestry for the City of Jacksonville,
were also panelists. St. Johns Riverkeeper
Lisa Rinaman moderated the event. E.
Zimmermann Boulos, a San Marco resident
and owner of Office Environments and
Services, was the “community spotlight”
speaker. Boulos spoke about the heavy
expense he incurred when his furniture
showroom in San Marco flooded during
Hurricane Irma.
“Hurricane Irma was a wake-up call for
Jacksonville, and not only to our vulnerabilities but also to the reality of rising sea
levels,” Rinaman said, noting the Category
1 storm brought with it a Category 3 storm
surge, taking the city off guard. “The infrastructure only made the situation worse,
turning our river into a toxic soup of sewage
and industrial waste. It’s time to learn from
our past mistakes and take action. For more
than a century, Jacksonville has continuously
deepened and strengthened the St. Johns

ASIDE FROM YOUR WELCOME MAT
YOUR FRONT DOOR IS
YOUR BEST FIRST IMPRESSION!
Before

After

Before

After

Doors and More Refinishing
If Your Wood is Boring, Try Restoring
DOORS, PERGOLAS, FENCES, GATES, DECKS, BOATS, AND MORE!

For a quick quote, simply text or email us a photo of your door.
We will provide an estimate you can’t pass up.
(904) 334-5177 | doorsandmorerefinishing@gmail.com
Locally Owned and Operated

insurance to $700,000, which is the maximum
he can get.
“I can do that once, but I can’t do it multiple
years,” he said, noting it took him six months
fix the damage and move back into his
showroom. “If we flood one more time, I
will stay in San Marco, but if it floods two
more times, I will have to move to another
part of the city, he said. “Flooding is too
destructive to businesses. A lot of people in
San Marco went out of business. They didn’t
have flood insurance, and a lot of residences
in the area really haven’t recovered.”
In doing research for their special report,
Monroe and Hong said they discovered the
upcoming dredging project will make the
City more susceptible to storm surge. They
said they were shocked to realize the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers simply considered
Courtenay Wilson with E. Zimmermann Boulos
inevitable the fact that the river will rise
three to six inches and in some places as
River, giving greater access to ships with a much as eight inches. “Without any sort of
blind eye to the risk.
explanation, they found that to be insignif“As reported in the Florida Times-Union, icant and just wrote it off,” Monroe said.
a deeper and more efficient channel has
Monroe also noted the natural state of
allowed more salt water to travel up the St. the mouth of the St. Johns River was six
Johns,” Rinaman continued. “It is bringing feet at low tide, causing shallow boats to
the ocean to our doorstep. Higher water have to wait for favorable tides and winds
levels and higher storm surge in our river before entering the river. Dredging the river
increases the risk of flooding of our homes, channel has deepened it to 40-51 feet while
businesses and public infrastructure. The removing grass beds and natural twists and
current plan to dredge the St. Johns River turns – elements that create “friction” – that
an additional seven feet for 13 miles will slow down the water.
only make these issues worse,” she said. “We
have a choice to make here in Jacksonville.
We can aggressively take action to make
our community more resilient and more
competitive, or we can allow our community
to be more vulnerable to the threats of the
21st century.”
With his family business located on San
Marco Boulevard since 1955, Boulos said
he saw it flood during Hurricane Dora in
the 1960s, when he was a child. Prior to
Irma, he had set up a disaster location in a
warehouse off Cassat Avenue, so he could
Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc. Executive Director Anna
continue business immediately if a cataDooley with Dr. Quinton White, executive director of
strophic storm occurred, and waterproofed Jacksonville University’s Marine Science Research Institute
his facility as best as he could. Even so, 14
inches of water seeped inside his San Marco
White said since he moved to Jacksonville
showroom, ruining his inventory and causing in 1976, he has watched the salinity of the
$600,000 in damage.
river gradually change, and he discussed
“I was fortunate to have $400,000 worth the reasons behind this and why the City
of flood insurance,” he said. “But when you is so susceptible to tide, wind and excessive
write a check for $8,000 to $10,000 a year rainfall. “It’s frustrating because our elected
for 25 or 30 straight years spending a total officials are just choosing to ignore it,” he
of $300,000, and when it doesn’t flood, you said. “When you see events like Hurricanes
begin to wonder why. Now, I know why,” Matthew and Irma, with Irma covering the
he said.
entire state of Florida, the numbers are
In response to the Irma catastrophe, mindboggling,” he added, noting 22 trillion
Boulos has since plugged holes in his gallons of water fell on the state during Irma
building inadvertently caused by electricians causing the entire land mass to be pressed
and the cable company, spent $8,000-to down geologically by the weight of the water.
$10,000 on new barriers, paint, and glaze
for his windows, and increased his flood
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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that trees should be considered as important
a part of urban infrastructure as sewer
systems, roads and bridges.
Jacksonville has applied for a grant with
the Green Infrastructure Center and the
Florida Forest Service to study how urban
trees affect hydrology, Leon said. The study
will help quantify how trees benefit the city’s
resiliency and the results should be out in
late spring, he said. He also invited the
public to attend Tree Commission meetings
at City Hall on the second and fourth
Thursdays of every month.
Rinaman said District 5 Councilwoman
Lori Boyer, who represents the San Marco
area, spearheaded a bill, passed by the City
San Marco Preservation Society President
Bryan Mickler with LeAnna Cumber
Council in August, to set up a taskforce to
study the need for resiliency and seek to
The reason Jacksonville floods so easily understand what the city’s flood risk and
is because of its location and topography drainage vulnerabilities are. Council President
– it’s flat, White continued. “Most of the land Aaron Bowman has yet to name members
in Downtown Jacksonville used to be marsh. to the committee, she said, urging the crowd
Most of San Marco was marsh, and we’ve to weigh in with him about its importance.
“In downtown Jacksonville, the St. Johns
gradually filled it in. We’ve gradually deepened and channelized the St. Johns River. River has risen five inches since the 1970s,”
We’ve piled dredge along the shoreline to said Rinaman. “That is a serious increase,
make it deeper. We’ve created a superhighway and with what the Army Corps is projecting
that allows water to race into the river,” he with its dredging project, it will accelerate
said, adding most “elected officials don’t sea-level rise by 25 years, shaving 25 years
off our planning horizon. Meanwhile, we are
look at the long-term consequences.”
Meanwhile, Leon said, as far as he is in a city that is not planning for sea-level rise.”
concerned, planting trees is the answer to
every environmental and resiliency problem
facing the City. “There is an old proverb,
‘When is the best time to plant a tree? Twenty
years ago. When is the second-best time to
plant a tree? Right now.’ I truly believe
whatever the subject is – crime, health – trees
are the answer,” he said.
Trees can help stop erosion, absorb water
through their roots, and slow down the
velocity of rain with their leaves helping to
prevent sea-level rise. They also help infiltrate
Riverkeeper volunteers Peter and Beth Welch
water into the Florida aquifer, he said, adding
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“Most of the land in Downtown Jacksonville used
to be marsh. Most of San Marco was marsh, and
we’ve gradually filled it in. We’ve gradually
deepened and channelized the St. Johns River.
We’ve piled dredge along the shoreline to make it
deeper. We’ve created a superhighway that allows
water to race into the river... most elected officials
don’t look at the long-term consequences.”
— Dr. Quinton White, executive director of Jacksonville University’s
Marine Science Research Institute

Shannon Blankinship, advocacy director “We’ve created a no-tax environment. I’m
for the Riverkeeper, said she hoped everyone sorry, folks, this is going to cost us some
would sign a petition demanding mitigation money. You are paying for it already because
be coupled with the dredging project if it the dredging project is a billion-plus dollars
goes forward. Also on display at the back going out of your pocket.
of the auditorium were letters from the
“Flooding is going to keep happening
Riverkeeper to Mayor Lenny Curry and because the city is flat, and the water has no
Bowman suggesting specific actions that place to go,” he continued. “Eventually incan be taken to address the City’s need for surance companies will quit giving businesses
resiliency now.
insurance or charge so much they will move.
Through a telephone call to San Marco We are going to see this happen, and it will
Preservation Society President Bryan Mickler be faster than you think because the sea level
during the question and answer period, is rising and climate change is real.”
Andrew Dickson, former president of SMPS
asked if planting more bioswales would
help prevent street flooding during high
tide in San Marco. “Regretfully there is not
a lot you can do,” answered White, noting
the city’s investment in expensive pump
systems is not practical because the river is
naturally rising. “What do you do when the
place you are sending the water is sending
you water?” he asked.
“We have to talk to our elected officials
and let them know this [combating sea-level
JEA Forester Joe Anderson with Mike Robinson,
rise] is a priority for us,” White continued.
retired JEA forester and Greenscape board president

In an emergency,
every minute counts

Ascension® care teams at St. Vincent’s HealthCare are here all day, every day
with shorter wait times from door to doctor. We work quickly to understand your
situation and provide the care you need for illnesses and injuries, including things
like chest pain, broken bones, allergic reactions, and other serious emergencies. If
you need to stay for additional care, we’re here for you.
Find 24/7 ER care near you and check in online at GetJaxHealthCare.com

If you are experiencing a
major emergency, go to
the ER as soon as possible
or dial 911.
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San Marco children enjoy new playground in Landon Park
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Dozens of neighborhood children flocked
to San Marco’s Landon Park Nov. 16 to
enjoy the new state-of-the-art Kompan
equipment recently installed by the City
of Jacksonville.
“It’s been fantastic to have this here, and
I like that it only took them two weeks to
put it up,” said Darrell Crethers, a San
Marco resident who lives nearby. “My
daughter loves it.”
It took two years of careful planning by
the City of Jacksonville and the San Marco
Preservation Society (SMPS) to finally
bring to fruition the new playground
equipment in Landon Park.
“It’s such a great improvement. I’m very
excited,” said San Marco resident LeAnna
Cumber, who spearheaded the project for
the preservation society. “It will be great
for everyone, from babies, who are crawling,
to teenagers. It’s going to be such a fun
park for all of us.”
In order to become compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
the City spent $85,000 to refurbish the
park with new Kompan play equipment
and other new amenities. Among the new
features are two ADA-compliant paths, a
picnic area, new swings, a cube, “spinner
bowls,” and a “super nova,” as well as a
refurbished drinking fountain.
Kompan playground equipment is
carefully designed to stimulate certain
types of physical play, social interaction,
and learning capabilities. Some of the old
playground equipment will still remain,
but the tall steel slide that has been a fixture
in the park for decades has been removed.

San Marco children flock to Landon Park to enjoy the new Kompan play equipment installed by the city in November.

Also in the works is a new, refreshed
formal rose garden, which will be planted
by the San Marco Garden Circle in
January. Having lost most of the bushes
to saltwater intrusion during Hurricane
Irma in 2017, the Garden Circle has
already removed all the old plantings
and plans to replace them with 100
boxwoods and 24 rose bushes.

“With the new playground, that whole
area will be a great stop between San Marco
Square and the development that will
eventually happen along San Marco
Boulevard to Baptist MD Anderson Cancer
Center. It’s a nice flow,” Cumber said. “You
can go to San Marco, get some coffee and
easily walk over there with your kids. It’s
a great neighborhood park.”

Louis Wilcox and Luke Otto enjoy the new
Kompan swing at Landon Park.

Mason Boone climbs in the Kompan cube as
his grandparents, David and Dorothy, watch.
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Enjoying the new playground equipment at Landon Park
were Katherine Cumbow, Abigayle Moore and Amelia Taras.
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4611 Lakeside Drive | CCC1330375

INTERESTED IN A CAREER
IN REAL ESTATE?
Call today to learn more.

904.421.6920
Missi Howell
Vice-President/Managing Broker

We’re in your neighborhood.

MEET OUR AGENTS

1822 River Road
$1,400,000

3 bedrooms/2.5 baths /3,386 sqft.
San Marco Riverfront: Gorgeous,
classic 1938 Colonial in the heart
of San Marco on the St Johns River.
This historic home is charming and
inviting, yet updated and convenient,
with restaurants, retail and theaters
so close, you may leave your cars
for days in the oversized Garage!
View the incredible sunsets from
the Dock, back deck, all downstairs
rooms, and enjoy amazing views
from the huge Master Bedroom! The
totally repainted and staged interior
will dazzle you, and the layout and
entertaining space will entice you to
stay and make this home yours
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

TRANSITION TEAM
Liz Reiman, 904.535.8686
(speaks Portuguese) &
Bruce Homeyer, 904.349.1390

David & Clair Team
904.716.7863

Joseph Poletto
401.450.9720

WATSON SAN MARCO COLLECTION

DREAM HOME TEAM
Michael Leachman, 904.309.2000
(Speaks German)
Gonzalo Mejia 904-472-0726
(speaks Spanish)

UNDER CONTRACT
Walking Distance to Shopping and Amenities

Gourmet Kitchen, Large Master Bedroom

Spacious Arlington Gem

201 Paradise Valley Drive

86 Bison Trail

7751 Mystic Point Court E

4 bedrooms / 3 baths

3 bedrooms / 2 baths

2 bedrooms / 2 baths

2,637 sqft / $445,000
David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

1,597 sqft / $375,000
David Butler & Clair Corbett 904.716.7863

1,464 sqft / $178,900
Michael Pringle 386.569.9125

CHARLES AND LORNA ANNO TEAM
Charles Anno, 904.993.7487 &
Lorna Anno, 904.485.0675

San Marco Home Near Shops and Restaurants

San Jose 3 Yr Old Pool Home

San Marco Bungalow

4405 Worth Drive W

2227 Cheryl Drive

1200 Monterey Street

4 bedrooms / 3 baths

5 bedrooms / 4 baths

3 bedrooms / 2 baths

2,181 sqft / $349,500
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

3,388 sqft / $699,900
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

1,567 sqft / $335,000
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

Jon Singleton
904.226.3480
Congratulations Top Producers October 2018
Top Sales Agent: Joe Poletto
Top Sales Team: David Butler and Clair Corbett
Top Listing Agent for Region: Jon Singleton
Top Listing Team: Dream Home Team

Renovated San Marco Home
1423 San Amaro Road

Del Webb Nocatee; Gated Active Adult Community.
213 River Run Boulevard

3 bedrooms / 2 baths

Owners enjoy use of the Anastasia Club with indoor & outdoor pools, fitness center, social

1,829 sqft / $429,900
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

café, grand ballroom with stage, arts/crafts facilities, pickle ball, tennis, bocce ball, walking
& biking trails & full-time activity director and a community garden. Nocatee amenities,
shopping, dining, waterparks & trails.

3 bedrooms / 2 baths
2,181 sqft / $389,000
David Butler 904.716.7863& Clair Corbett 904.521.3288

WatsonRealtyCorp.com
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JEA fined for Millers Creek spill
DEP grants permit for St. Nicholas
eco-restoration project

Connye Somerville and Terrance L. Patterson with hostess Betsy Lovett and Angela Patterson-Hughes

Ritz Chamber
Players honored
for distinguished
performances, talents
Leader recognized for his efforts
to encourage more musicians
Celebrating one of Jacksonville’s bestkept cultural secrets, friends and supporters
of the Ritz Chamber Players gathered
Nov. 10 at the home of Ortega resident
Betsy Lovett to hear a private performance.
The trio who performed for the intimate
group included Terrance Patterson, Ritz
Chamber Players founder and artistic
director on the clarinet, Kevin Sharpe on
piano, and Alison Buchanan, soprano.
Patterson founded the nonprofit in 2002
to address the dearth of black musicians

Martha Barrett with Jean Aikens and Santhea Brown

Susan Masucci and Katie McCaughan with Susan Masucci

and artists in established musical groups.
“Symphonies contain less than 2 percent
of blacks as players,” he said. “I’m hoping
for viable changes in the music field so
their talents can come to fruition.”
Lovett hosted the event to celebrate the
strong leadership and recognize Patterson
personally for his continued efforts and
accomplishments on behalf of the chamber
music players.

Jay Wright with Mary and Frank Watson

Start off your New Year in this beautiful home!!
Wouldn’t you
love to find
the keys to
this home in
your stocking?
Great location
backs up to a
quiet cul de
sac.

4382 Venetia Blvd

FLORIDA NETWORK
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Elizabeth.OSteen@
FloridaNetworkRealty.com
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Realtor®
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of Millers Creek near the Atlantic Boulevard
bridge, said Johnson, however, as of late
November she had not yet seen the results.
“The problem was isolated to that one
By Marcia Hodgson
sample area,” Johnson explained. “Since we
Resident Community News
are doing eight locations in that area, we
are hoping that the result will be much
It was a small victory, as far as the Millers lower than for that one area, which will
Creek Special Tax District Board was certainly improve our position. The first
concerned.
sample was really close to a large drainage
The Jacksonville Energy Authority (JEA) pipe. Now it is much more spread out. We
received a $2,800 fine for what was deter- hope that by spreading it out we will get a
mined to be a third illegal sediment spill much better sample.”
into Miller’s Creek July 24, according to
Getting a better sample with a lower level
a JEA spokesperson. However, the September of benzo[a]pyrene will mean a much lower
Millers Creek Board minutes put the cost to the district to dispose of the sediment
amount of the fine at $3,500, said Jonathan once that section of the creek is dredged,
Wright, treasurer.
she said. “That’s why it is imperative that
The spill occurred in the early afternoon we get a better sample,” she said.
and was called to the attention of the
The small section of creek where the
City’s Environmental Quality Division problem lies is roughly 6 percent of the
after Louis Joseph, a creek-side resident, project, yet to remove the soil from that
noticed a milky-colored sediment was small area if it is found to be above comflowing into the creek from a drainpipe mercial levels would cost 40 percent of
on property owned by his next-door the entire project, more than $1 million,
neighbor, Kate Thilges.
said Joe Wagner, senior dredging engineer
It was the third time since the Special Tax with Wood.
District was formed three years ago that an
incident like this has occurred in the creek
where 28 homeowners have elected to pay
$3,000 per year in extra taxes to cover the
“Due to the immediate
costs of the “eco-restoration” project that
corrective measures that
includes eventually dredging the silt-filled
waterway that borders their homes.
were taken and the lack
As with the previous two incidents, the
of negligence on JEA’s
money was paid into the City of Jacksonville’s
part, the City of
Environmental Protection Trust Fund. The
prior incidents occurred in 2016.
Jacksonville found JEA to
“JEA received a fine for the incident on
have created minimal
July 24 in the Millers Creek neighborhood
potential for harm to the
for insufficient sediment and erosion
control performance measures at the
environment. The
project site,” said Gerri Boyce, a spokesincident therefore
person for the utility. “Due to the immediate
resulted in a $2,800
corrective measures that were taken and
the lack of negligence on JEA’s part, the
fine. Fines levied by the
City of Jacksonville found JEA to have
COJ for these types of
created minimal potential for harm to the
infractions are paid to
environment. The incident therefore resulted in a $2,800 fine. Fines levied by the
the COJ Environmental
COJ for these types of infractions are paid
Protection Trust Fund,”
to the COJ Environmental Protection Trust
Fund,” she said.
— Gerri Boyce, JEA spokesperson
The fine came on the heels of a $275,000
allotment, provided to the district within
the city’s budget for its Millers Creek
“eco-restoration project,” said Sharon
Johnson, board president of the special
For the past few weeks, Wagner has
tax district. The money represents a City been in discussions with the city about
match of 12.5 percent of the funds spent finding a cheaper way for the Millers
by the special tax district on the creek Creek board to dispose of the errant soil.
project and came from a line item placed “The City has been very cooperative in
in the Mayor’s budget by District 5 trying to find the best means forward,” he
Councilwoman Lori Boyer.
said. “They are showing that they are
Johnson also noted the project is no willing to do the right thing, and that’s
longer called a “dredging” project but an always heartening. I know that’s what their
“eco-restoration” project. “We are more job is, and they want to do that, but it’s
likely to get assistance from the state or always heartening when you see it in
city or any place where we might get ad- action,” Wagner said.
ditional funding if we use the term ‘eco-resWhile so much rests on the results of
toration,’” she said.
the sampling, in the meantime, the board
On Oct. 30, the Millers Creek board re- has also had “favorable” discussions with
ceived its permit to dredge the creek from financial institutions as it looks toward
the Florida Department of Environmental financing its project, Johnson said.
Protection, provided it does additional
“I’m cautiously optimistic. One of the
testing in a small portion of the creek, where reasons things should go well for us is
the soil tested had a slightly more elevated because we are a special district, the debt
level of benzo[a]pyrene, an oil-based hy- sits first on all the property owners, even
drocarbon. The permit expires on Oct. 30, preceding the mortgage. If something went
2023, said Wright.
wrong and the bank tried to collect, it
The first time the small area in the creek would be first in line,” she said.
was tested, the level of benzo[a]pyrene was
“Everyone here pays $3,000 a year, and
.76, six-hundredths above the level of .7 this is our third year paying for this project.
required for disposal in a commercial/in- It’s so expensive. I just can’t believe how
dustrial site and .66 more than the required the cost has grown,” Johnson continued
.1 for a residential site.
recalling a letter she read once from the
In mid-November employees from Wood city dated in the 1950s-60s indicating it
Environment and Infrastructure Solutions, would cost $15,000 (to dredge the creek).
Inc., tested again, this time in eight different “The homeowners didn’t want to do it then
locations in a small section of the east side because it was too expensive,” she said.
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City Council committee on regulating vacation rentals
hears from hosts, opponents and industry lobbyists
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

At the start of the Nov. 15 special committee
meeting on short-term vacation rentals,
Committee Chair and District 11 Councilman
Danny Becton stated his goal was to leave
the meeting with a template to begin crafting
legislation that will provide guidelines for
the city departments which will oversee the
popular trend of renting private homes for
short periods.
Reminded of his promise at the Oct. 22
meeting that public comments would be
heard first, Becton rearranged the agenda
to allow 16 people to share their thoughts.
Of those who spoke, four were outspokenly
against allowing short-term rentals in
residential neighborhoods, nine were
current or former AirBnB hosts, and the
other speakers indicated support for local
control over the practice.
By the end of the meeting, following an
hour of public comment, and another hour
discussing considerations for local regulations and ordinances in other cities, Becton
didn’t have his template, but he did have
offers from vacation rental industry platform
providers to assist in creating the legislation
by sharing what they feel are best practices
in the industry.
“I’m happy to work with you to figure this
out, to create a definition for what’s considered an owner-occupied short-term rental,”
said Kenny Montilla, a policy associate with
AirBnB. “I’m happy to send the council
some language I’ve been working on, what
I’ve seen in other jurisdictions.”
For Avondale resident Colin Thakkar,
those words are akin to letting the fox into
the henhouse. “AirBnB’s strategy is they are
taking advantage of the fact the cities and
counties don’t really know how to enforce
their laws, so they are basically offering to
enter into agreements to do what they are
already legally required to do in exchange
for local governments to change the zoning
laws,” he said in a separate conversation
with The Resident.
Thakkar is currently at odds with a
neighbor who moved out of Avondale but
is renting the home for short stays. “We
want our kids to be able to play in the front
yard and the driveway. The houses are really
close together. Not knowing who it is, is
the problem, not just the times when there’s
a loud party. That’s frustrating,” he said.
American dream,
neighborhood nightmare
The ideal that everyone should have an
opportunity to achieve success through
hard work, determination and, apparently,
short-term rentals, appears to be butting
heads with property owners who fear for
the safety, well-being and integrity of their
neighborhood.
One of those who spoke at the meeting
against short-term rentals in residential
neighborhoods was Ortega Forest resident
Karen Rebello, who said a real estate company
had purchased the house across the street

from her in 2014 and turned it into an
AirBnB site. Since then, she said she has
dealt with cars parked everywhere, doors
slamming at all hours of the night, garbage
strewn across the lawns because the bags
were not placed in bins, and renters picking
fruit from her trees. Rebello said during
Hurricane Irma a renter came to the door
asking for help because she could not reach
the host, who does not live onsite.
“My concerns are for security. Is the man
I see leaving with a small boy his father, a
kidnapper, or a sexual predator?” she asked.
Rebello said she complained to code
compliance, met with her councilman, and
wrote her homeowners association, but said
the issues have continued.
Terry Moore, a real estate attorney who
served for seven years on the City’s Housing
Commission and the Duval County Housing
Authority under two mayors, stated the
committee members were being induced
by the promise of tax revenues from AirBnB,
VBRO and others to deal with them and
allow them into the city. “They don’t vote
here, they don’t live here,” he said. “They
are involved in this business for profit and
have been here for a number of years in our
city. Our General Counsel’s Office has said
this is an illegal activity. You cannot run a
hotel, a transient rental on residential
property. I’ve heard people talk about
property rights, but there are six, seven,
eight houses affected by it. Property rights
are mutual and there is an expectation when
you buy a home that the zoning code will
be enforced.”
Moore urged the committee not to do
anything at this point, but to go through
legislation, through publicly-elected officials
at the state level and get state relief.
Proponents for short-stay vacation
rentals spoke about their experiences as
hosts, some saying renting rooms or the
whole house was necessary to make ends
meet, others indicating it provides an
affordable solution for people, such as
students and seniors, who are on limited
budgets when traveling.
One host, who lives in Arlington, said he
has had guests from 12 countries and
business travelers from all over the U.S.
“AirBnB is not the devil, but helped me avoid
foreclosure,” he said. Jacob Southard, another
host, is a Navy vet and now a student, said
hosting helps him make ends meet. He
began as an owner-occupied host, but now
rents the whole house and hasn’t experienced
anything negative.
Avondale resident and former host Donna
Lewis said it’s important to maintain absolute local control and important to
distinguish between local hosts and corporate hosts. “It’s an important issue for
the tourist trade. It really enhances the
travel experience, to get to know a neighborhood and the best of what a neighborhood
has to offer,” she said. “But it’s important
to make a distinction because there is a
qualitative difference between commercial
entities that operate many, many, many
units and compete directly with the hotel
industry, and the little people who live on

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

site. It’s important to distinguish between
the institutional operators and the local,
live-in operators who have a vested interest
in their neighborhoods. I’ve had no complaints whatsoever from the neighbors. It
enriches our neighborhood to have people
come here to experience it and then want
to live here.”
Nancy Powell, board chair for Riverside
Avondale Preservation, and Jacksonville
Beach Mayor Charlie Latham, both advocated for local control over the short-term
rental industry.
“This committee, and our city, has to
implore upon our Duval Delegation and
the industry to take back local control of
this issue,” she said. “The Florida League of
Cities has advocated for this.
“As I understand the current laws, it is
legal in certain zoning districts, any that
allow hotels,” Powell said. “Encouraging
them downtown seems to make a lot of
sense and is already legal. At the same time,
there are certain zoning districts that allow
bed and breakfasts; you could also clarify
that any zoning district that allows bed
and breakfasts can apply for an exception
and it can be legal and this is without any
changes [in the law].”
She also said state laws are preempting
reasonable restrictions that could be
done and the City should take heed of
the lessons learned from other cities as
to the real impact to established neighborhoods as regards investor-owned
properties. “In Savannah, for 40 percent
of investor-owned properties, the owners
live not only outside of Savannah, but
outside the state,” Powell said.
Latham said the lobby for the short-term
rental groups has been very strong. “We
have to be the loud voice by working together
to go Tallahassee to get local control,” he
said. “We have to respect all property rights,
but it’s no small problem.”
The task at hand
The committee, which includes District
14 Councilman Jim Love and District 8
Councilwoman Ju’Coby Pittman, who was
not present, have a lot of variables to work
through before introducing legislation to
City Council in 2019.
Among the issues are the legalities of
short-term rentals, also known as shortstay vacations, in residential neighborhoods;
limits on frequency and duration of stay;
ADA compliance and other safety requirements; whether homeowners would
be permitted by right or by zoning exception; whether a license and/or certificate
of use would be required; whether the
City of Jacksonville should establish a
maximum number of short-term rentals,
and whether the venue must be an owner-occupied property.
Regarding licenses, Thakkar pointed
out state licenses are currently required
but is not really enforced. “For the homeowners it should be concerning because
most don’t have any idea a license is required; it’s a misdemeanor in the second

degree with up to a $1,000 fine the first
occurrence,” he said.
Following public comment, the committee
heard from Folks Huxford, the City’s Chief
of Current Planning Division; Jason Teal,
Deputy General Counsel for the City, and
Bryan Mosier with Municipal Code
Compliance. Huxford offered a list of
talking points for the committee to consider,
including owner-occupancy requirements,
public notices when a location applies to
become a short-term rental host, among
other considerations.
Teal walked the committee through a
matrix of regulatory ordinances enforced
in other tourist destinations, such as
Asheville, Charleston, Denver, Orlando,
New Orleans and Savannah, while Mosier
noted there are challenges to code enforcement, but which are diminished for owner-occupied sites.
“If you’re going to require registration
of those properties it’s obviously going to
take a good bit of manpower to keep track,
monitor, accept and process applications,
etc.,” said Mosier. “As far as enforcement,
we’ll enforce it indiscriminately and without
prejudice. There may be less issues with
the owner-occupied rentals; it’s much
easier to enforce when they are right there
on the property.”
The meeting concluded with comments
from AirBnB’s Montilla and from Paul Seago
with Expedia Group, who urged the committee to keep the registration process simple
for hosts.
As long as it’s something simple, something
someone can do online, in 10 minutes to
hour, not three weeks to register or put a
property on AirBnB or any other platform,
it shouldn’t take that much time to register,”
Montilla said. “Our main role is to create
an environment that allows you to preserve
the quality of life for your residents, but
also create an environment where it’s easy
for people who want to conduct the activities
and do so responsibly. Having us entering
these types of agreements is one less thing
our hosts have to worry about, one less
thing the county has to worry about. It’s in
our best interests as well to make sure that
this is being done correctly,” he said.
Paul Seago, with Expedia Group, which
does whole-home rentals, reiterated Montilla’s
suggestion the regulations should be simple
and easy to understand, a simple check list.
“No one wants this to be the Wild West,
where there’s no regulations,” he said. “Define
what a bedroom is and define the maximum
occupancy in the house, so you don’t end
up with ‘warehousing’. Name a responsible
party and a time limit in which they must
respond to complaints.” Those are some of
the things, he said, that make this rental a
more seamless experience for the traveler
and also for the local neighbors. “We’re
looking for fair and easy to comply with.”
Becton has not set a date yet for the next
meeting of the special committee. In the
meantime, if you have an opinion to share
about short-term rental opportunities in
residential neighborhoods, send your
thoughts to editor@residentnews.net.

E.W. NASH & SON, LLC
APPRECIATION OF THE PAST
PRESERVATION FOR THE FUTURE
Personal Property Appraisers &
Conservators of Antiques and Decorative Arts

CALL: (904) 384-2612 | STATE CERTIFIED: CACO58450

www.ewnash.com
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Rendering of proposed new mixed-use development in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn transformation continues with new mixed-used development
Sounds of construction will again fill promenade along Riverside Avenue. The
the air in the Brooklyn neighborhood north Vista Brooklyn team includes private
of Riverside when contractors will break equity firm MountainStar Capital, general
ground in January for a new mixed-used contractor Brasfield & Gorrie, J. Davis
development, Vista Brooklyn.
Architects and Rhode Island based Citizens
Jacksonville-based Hallmark Partners Bank. Estimated completion date is
and Nashville-based Bristol Development February 2021.
Group are planning a 308-unit apartment
“Since the development of 220 Riverside,
complex at 200 Riverside Ave., in the vacant the Brooklyn/Riverside neighborhood
lot north of 220 Riverside and Unity Plaza. has continued to evolve with new restauAmenities will include a club/pool deck rants, retail shops, apartments and cultural
space with an adjacent beer garden activities, which has enabled the neighoverlooking the St. Johns River and a borhood to have one of the fastest growing
rooftop dog park above the parking garage. millennial populations in the country,”
Vista Brooklyn will also include 13,000 said Keith Goldfaden, a principal with
square feet of retail space with a retail Hallmark Partners.

Vista Brooklyn’s amenities
will include a beer garden.

6322 CHRISTOPHER
CREEK RD W
$359,900
Beautiful home overlooking the
creek! Enjoy cookouts on the
shady deck off the great room
with fireplace. Owner’s suite on the first floor, three bedrooms and two
baths upstairs. Private office, spacious kitchen. Two car garage, inside
laundry and separate dining room. The shade over the expansive deck
will be the setting for many family cookouts! Close to Bolles and San
Jose Episcopal schools - great neighborhood!

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®

904-626-9900

florida_legends@msn.com

The Perfect Day Wrapped in a Bow.

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®

904-626-8800

selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

With over 100 pampering
treatments to choose from and all
day to enjoy the region’s largest luxury
spa facilities, it’s not only the perfect day, it’s the
perfect gift. Treat your special someone with a gift card
to The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club this holiday season.

6730 Epping Forest Way N.
Unit 109
$1,999,000
Spectacular Penthouse Villa in
the newest building in Epping
Forest! Magnificently appointed
public rooms designed for entertaining large numbers of guests with
high ceilings and breathtaking southwest views of the St. Johns River,
water garden and the Marina of the Epping
Forest Yacht and Country Club.

Don’t wait, wrap up your holiday
shopping today. Call us at 904.273.7700,
visit pvspa.com, or come see us at the
St. Johns Town Center.
MM1481

sellinglegends.com
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Women’s Giving Alliance makes record $543,000 in grants
The Women’s Giving Alliance (WGA)
has selected seven local organizations to
receive $543,000 in grants designed to lift
women from poverty, announced Ellen
Wiss, president, at the organization’s Oct.
31 meeting at UNF’s University Center.
This was the second round of grants totaling
over $1 million in the WGA’s poverty focus
announced last year.
The 2018 grant recipients were the
Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center:
Breaking the Cycle, $68,696; Family
Promise of Jacksonville: Back to Work,
Back to Home, $50,000; Girls Inc: Breaking
Cycles of Female poverty and Welfare
Through Mentoring Programs for 4-8th
Grade Girls, $100,000; Her Song: Economic

Empowerment Program/EMPath (Economy
Mobility Pathways), $38,210; I.M.
Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless and
Hubbard House: Step Up To Success,
$150,000; Jacksonville University: Power
Camp, $16,094; and Jewish Family and
Community Services: 360 Wraparound
Program, $120,000.
Thanking the entire membership of the
WGA for their contributions and participation in the focus of lifting women from
poverty, Wiss handed the gavel of leadership
to President-elect Mary Pietan.
Wanda Willis, Mone’ Holder, Aidee Chavez Frescas,
Meredith Guess, Ellen Wiss, Stephanie Cost,
Pam D. Paul, Yanira Cardona, Diana Donovan

Baptist Health announces two new executive vice presidents
Baptist Health announced that two of
its senior leaders, Audrey Moran and Scott
Wooten, have been named executive vice
presidents, expanding their current roles
within Jacksonville’s largest private
employer of nearly 11,000 employees.
Moran, of Avondale, is the health system’s
new executive vice president and also
president of the Baptist Health Foundation.
In her new role, she will assume executive
responsibility for Human Resources and
Leadership Development while retaining
leadership over Social Responsibility and
Community Advocacy, the Baptist Health
Foundation, Spiritual Care and Baptist
Behavioral Health. She will work alongside
Baptist Health’s exceptional community of
nurses, physicians, patients, team members,
and supporters to create strategies for
developing a highly engaged, patientcentered workforce of the future.
With a juris doctorate from Duke
University’s School of Law, Moran’s diverse

Audrey Moran

Scott Wooten

career has included roles as top prosecutor
at the State’s Attorney’s Office, Chief of Staff
for former Mayor John Delaney, and CEO
of the Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless.
She joined Baptist Health in 2011 and was
named Chair of the Jacksonville Regional
Chamber of Commerce in 2016.
Riverside resident Wooten, FACHE,
chief financial officer of Baptist Health,
has been promoted to executive vice
president. In his new role, he will continue

to serve as CFO and as a strategic advisor
to the CEO and Board of Directors, providing key financial oversight that has
helped Baptist Health to achieve a Standard
& Poor’s AA stable outlook bond rating.
In addition, he will assume greater responsibility in the development and integration
of future strategic business relationships
and alliances. Wooten will maintain his
integral role as a key executive in Baptist
Health’s current affiliations with Southeast
Georgia Health System, MD Anderson
Cancer Center, and Walgreens.
Wooten joined Baptist Health in 2014
with more than 30 years of experience in
corporate finance, starting his career at
Price Waterhouse and ultimately serving
as CFO at four major health systems. He
is a fellow in the American College of
Healthcare Executives, currently serves as
Chair of the American Heart Association
First Coast Board of Directors, and is
Chair-Elect of Cathedral Arts Project.

Red Rose Ball keeps event chairs in the family
The St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation announced the 2019
Red Rose Ball co-chairs, who already know what it’s like to work
together to ensure success. The Kulik sisters have spent a lifetime
in collaboration and, together with their spouses, will use their
familial formula for teamwork to ensure the 38th Annual Red
Rose Ball is one to look forward to.
Stephanie and Christian Harden, Susan and David Heekin,
Colleen and Andrew Sutter, and Jennifer and Charles Swain are
the co-chairs for the event which will be held Friday, February 15,
2019, at the Jacksonville Marriott.

Jennifer Swain, Stephanie Harden,
Susan Heekin and Colleen Sutter

San Marco residents named
for city appointments

Carlton DeVooght Nancy Chrisman

Courtney
Weatherby-Hunter

Three San Marco residents are awaiting
confirmation of appointments to various
city positions, pending approval by the
Jacksonville City Council. Resolutions
were introduced Nov. 13 to City Council
for the appointments.
Carlton DeVooght, senior executive
vice president, chief administrative officer
and counsel for Flagler Hospital, has
been recommended for appointment to
the Jacksonville Ethics Commission by
Mayor Lenny Curry. If approved, he will
begin a first full term Jan. 1, 2019, ending
Dec. 31, 2021.
Nancy Chrisman, founder and president
of Emergent 121 Consulting, has been
recommended as a member of the Duval
County Election Advisory Panel, for a
partial term ending April 16, 2019,
followed by first full term ending April
16, 2022.
Courtney Weatherby-Hunter, director
of distinguished gifts at the Children’s
Home Society of Florida, was recommended as a member of the Public Service
Grant Council with grant experience, for
a first full term, expiring Dec. 31, 2020.

Call today to schedule a
complimentary lunch and tour!
904.299.8298

Luxurious Living. Exceptional Care.
Resort-style amenities and personalized service affording you the peace of mind you deserve.

• Location: Unmatched comfort and vitality along the peaceful shores of Goodby’s Creek.
• Wellness: Robust wellness opportunities including a spa and salon, massage room, fitness studio,
therapy and rehab, and 24/7 care.
• Engagement: Luxurious amenities and endless opportunities to enhance your vibrant way of life.
• Culinary: Full-service, restaurant-style dining offered all day across multiple exquisite venues.
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD. | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257 | 904.299.8298 | StarlingLiving.com/SanJose | Assisted Living Facility #12887
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Joe Carlucci to lead San Marco merchants

David Rice
promoted to senior
vice president at
Baptist Health
David Rice, M.D., of San Jose Forest, was
promoted to senior vice president and chief
quality officer at Baptist Health. Previously
Rice served as chief quality officer.
In this new role, Rice not only oversees
all quality, safety and performance improvement monitoring across the inpatient
and outpatient care continuum at Baptist
Health, he also blends evidence-based data
with strategic insight and personal engagement to promote a culture of constant
vigilance and continuous improvement.
“Dr. Rice’s expertise in quality is only
surpassed by his passion and gift for
leadership,” said Hugh Greene, FACHE,
president and chief executive officer of
Baptist Health. “He has helped us achieve
outstanding results, yet he is never quite
satisfied; his drive is contagious.”
Rice’s leadership most recently contributed
to the high scores Baptist Health hospitals
recently received in the fall 2018 Leapfrog

David Rice

Hospital Safety Grades. Baptist Medical
Center Jacksonville, Baptist Medical Center
Nassau and Baptist Medical Center South
were awarded an “A” for patient safety.
Board certified in internal medicine,
Rice joined Baptist as a hospitalist in 2001
and has served in progressive leadership
positions, including medical director of
Clinical Integration and Utilization
Management and chief medical officer for
Baptist Physician Partners, an integrated
partnership of approximately 1,000 physicians and five Baptist Health hospitals
working to improve quality, safety, efficiency
and outcomes for its patients.

The 30th Annual First Coast Head Race,
the oldest rowing head race in Florida, featured
23 clubs – including rowers from the Bolles
School, the Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
the First Coast Rowing Club, the Jacksonville
Rowing Club and S&M Rowing. Other clubs
came from Central and South Florida,
Georgia and South Carolina to compete in
the regatta Oct. 13 in Arlington on the St.
Johns and Arlington Rivers.
The competing organizations included
boats ranging from single- to eight-rower
teams entered in more than 30 races.
In addition to celebrating the race’s 30th
year in Jacksonville, rowers and volunteers
recognized October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month by participating in Row

Longtime San Marco resident Joseph
Carlucci II, co-owner of Brightway Insurance
in San Marco, will head up the San Marco
Merchants Association as of the first of
the year.
Carlucci will take over for Attorney
Robert Harris, a San Jose resident, and
partner in the San Marco law firm Harris,
Guidi, Rosner PA. Harris has served as
president of SMMA for the past two years.
As SMMA president, Carlucci said it is
his goal to bring more awareness and more
efficiency to the board. “I want people to
know who we are as a group and as individual board members,” he said, noting
he wants to make sure the organization
gets credit for all the hard work it does
on San Marco’s behalf.
It is not just the inner workings of the
organization he hopes to make more
efficient, but also its events, promotions,
and support of local businesses, he said.
One SMMA initiative that will be rolled
out in early 2019 is a colorful local map
and directory of all San Marco businesses,
which will be placed in Jacksonville hotels,
Visit Jacksonville locations, and commercial
establishments in the area. “With big help
from the city and our executive director,
we have made big headway on bridging

Joseph Carlucci II

relationships with hotels, Visit Jax centers
and the Jacksonville International Airport
to hopefully funnel more people to San
Marco Square,” he said.
“My goal has never been to be in the ‘top
seat.’ Ironically, the board tried to get me
to there last year, but I wasn’t quite ready,
and Robert Harris was doing an amazing
job! It means a lot that I have this great
opportunity, and I really hope to continue
building on his success.”

Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville awarded
‘A’ in Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade

Annual rowing head
race also benefits breast
cancer research

Members of the First Coast Rowing Club wear pink to
support Row for the Cure during competition in the First
Coast Head Race.

for the Cure’s 25th annual National “Pinking
the Boathouse” initiative. Rowers and
volunteers wore pink to promote awareness
and in solidarity with survivors. Row for
the Cure is the rowing and water-sports
community’s crusade against breast cancer,
raising over $2.5 million to benefit local
affiliates of the Susan G. Komen® Breast
Cancer Foundation.

We’re more than just a great rate
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
Minimum deposit $1000
1 - Year APY*

|

2.75%

Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville safety of our patients, their families and
received an “A” for patient safety, the each other.”
highest category, in the fall 2018 Leapfrog
Baptist Medical Center South and Baptist
Hospital Safety Grades.
Medical Center Nassau also received an “A”
The Leapfrog Group, a Washington, grade. “Our health care teams are dedicated
D.C.-based organization aiming to improve to collaboration and open communication
health care quality and safety for consumers – two keys to success in achieving the highest
and purchasers, released the new Leapfrog quality safety standards in our hospitals,”
Hospital Safety Grades Nov. 8. Only 33 said David Rice, MD, senior vice president
percent of graded hospitals in the nation and chief quality officer of Baptist Health.
were awarded an “A” for their efforts in “We emphasize and cultivate a culture of
protecting patients from harm and meeting safety every single day.”
the highest safety standards.
In addition to the Leapfrog grade, the National
“Receiving an ‘A’ for the third consecutive Research Corporation has named Baptist
time is truly an honor,” said Michael Mayo, Health the “Most Preferred Healthcare Provider”
FACHE, hospital president of Baptist Medical every year since 1990. All five hospitals have
Center Jacksonville. “The grade is a testament also earned the Magnet™ Designation, the
to our team’s continued dedication to the highest honor for excellence in patient care.

Jonathan M.
Leonard
Financial Advisor
1950 San Marco Blvd Ste 3
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-731-0418

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 9/27/2018. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bankissued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not Jonathan.Leonard@EdwardJones.com
yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership www.edwardjones.com
category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional
FDI-1916H-A
information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold
prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net
of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide.
All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Don’t miss our annual
Christmas Window Display!
3802 Beach Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32207
(904) 398-8601

Let Us Help with Your Holiday Arrangements
CHRISTMAS • WEEKLY SPECIALS • FRUIT & GOURMET BASKETS

$50 OFF
Any residential service
call or duct cleaning.

Excludes filters. Must present coupon.
Valid only with coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Maximum discount 50%
of total service. Expires 12/31/2018

The Good Air People
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UF Health TraumaOne
celebrates 35th anniversary
UF Health TraumaOne, the only adult
and pediatric Level I trauma center in
Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia,
marked its 35th year of service to the
community Oct. 31 with an anniversary
celebration on campus.
The trauma center also recently received
official verification from the American The first helicopter in service when TraumaOne Flight Service
College of Surgeons, a distinction given began two years after the trauma center opened in 1983.
only to trauma centers that meet the most
stringent criteria.
“Trauma can happen to anyone, at any
UF Health Jacksonville’s trauma center time, and it does not discriminate. Our
opened in 1983, the first trauma center in team has been doing this for 35 years,
the state, and quickly became the region’s while also leading the way in disaster
premier facility for immediate, lifesaving preparation, and we will continue to be
care. The trauma center currently treats a leader in trauma care moving forward.”
approximately 4,000 patients each year.
UF Health Jacksonville’s trauma program
“Trauma care is just one of the many began with the help of many, but it was
missions we have at UF Health Jacksonville, the efforts of three physicians in particular
but it is important because it saves so – Joseph Tepas, M.D., David Vukich, M.D.,
many lives each year,” said Leon L. Haley and Ray Alexander, M.D. – that led to its
Jr., M.D., MHSA, CEO of UF Health creation. Their names are now part of the
Jacksonville and dean of the University TraumaOne air ambulance fleet, with their
of Florida College of Medicine – Jacksonville. initials emblazoned on the helicopters.

Pine Castle receives major gift from longtime donor
Pine Castle, a
local nonprofit that
supports adults
with intellectual
and developmental
disabilities, will
receive a $250,000
gift from longtime
donor Dr. Thom
Borowy to expand
ser vices to help
Thom Borowy
adults with autism.
The announcement came during Pine
Castle’s Annual Inspirations Luncheon
Oct. 30, held each year to raise unrestricted
donations to fund the ongoing operations
of the nonprofit. The event took place at
the Borowy Family Life Enrichment
Center, where attendees celebrated the
10th anniversary of the center’s opening,
thanks to a lead gift from the Borowy
Family Charitable Fund in 2008.
During the event, Borowy thanked all
the donors to the life enrichment center

who were present, before announcing his
new lead gift to allow Pine Castle to help
more adults with autism.
“I recently heard that of the 1,600 adults
in northeast Florida who are on a waiting
list to receive services from agencies like
Pine Castle, many of them are living with
autism, and the incidence of autism is
growing” Borowy said. “While Pine Castle
serves about 40 adults with autism today, I
felt compelled to give the organization the
necessary funding to help them better serve
this growing need in our community.”
To expand services for adults with
autism, Pine Castle CEO Lori Ann
Whittington said Borowy’s donation
would once again be the lead gift for a
new campus facility. “Our hope is to be
the best provider of adult autism services
in the region, and Thom’s generous gift
will allow us to move past our current
capacity to bring adults in from that
waiting list and offer the most current
and effective services to meet their needs.”

Golf association raises record
amount for scholarship program

JAGA Scholarship Trust officers Bob Streightiff and Ken Hicks with tournament
chair Adair Roberts (center), former JAGA president 2014-2015

The Jacksonville Area Golf Association
(JAGA) raised a record $20,000 Oct. 29 at
its 16th annual Scholarship Golf Classic,
where 104 golfers participated in a fourman scramble on the Ocean Course at the
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.
The money raised goes a long way toward
supporting JAGA’s Scholarship Trust
program, which currently provides financial
aid to 25 students who represent 16 JAGAmember clubs and 15 different colleges in
and outside the state of Florida. Since the

Trust was formed in 1974, JAGA has awarded
approximately $1.75 million to more than
300 deserving area students who aspire to
earn college degrees. The golf event was
launched by former JAGA president, the
late Bill Black (1993-94), and carries on in
his honor.
The first-place Gross prize-winning team
included Matt Lucas, Jeff Dennis, Scott
McCaleb and Joe Bynum, while the top Net
prize-winning team members were Fred Seely,
Tom Tomlin, Joe Stepnes and Jeff Adams.

Science teacher honored by Air Force Association
Veteran Bishop Kenny High School
science teacher Vicki Schmitt was the recipient of the Air Force Association Falcon
Chapter #399 Member of the Year Award
for 2018. A key supporter of the Falcon
Chapter’s Aerospace Education Programs
which are designed to promote STEM
education, Schmitt advises the Chapter’s
leadership team on STEM activities at the
high school level and is instrumental in
providing outreach to the community
through Bishop Kenny Programs.
Schmitt has taught at Bishop Kenny for
the past 22 years and has been the Science
Department Chair for 14 years. She currently
teaches AP Chemistry and Chemistry I
Honors and three years ago founded STEAM
Day at the school to promote middle school
engineering. Schmitt is on the core team
for the Northeast Florida Regional Science
and Engineering Fair, and her students

Happy Holidays
from

Vicki Schmitt with Larry Belge

participate in the Army Corps of Engineers
annual high school competition.
“Vicki Schmitt has been an advocate for
STEM education on so many levels, and
we can’t thank her enough for raising
awareness about the AFA Falcon Chapter
#399 in Northeast Florida,” said Larry Belge,
AFA Falcon Chapter board chair. “She is
truly an asset to Jacksonville and to her
students at Bishop Kenny High School.”

Northeast Florida Plumbing Experts
• Backflows (installations, testing & repairs)
• Septic Tank Systems (installations, repairs, inspections & permitting)
• Drain Fields (installations, repairs, inspections & permitting)
• LIft Stations (installations, repairs, operations & inspections)

Residential & Commercial . 24 Hour Service . Free Estimates
STATE CERT. #CFC056489 RSTC-SR0051487

TouchtonPlumbing.com | (904) 389-9299 | 416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville

Don’t Lose Your

HSA Benefits
Contact us for a hearing exam today!

Jax Speech & Hearing

$500 Any Premier *
Hearing
Aid!
OFF
*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Dr. Fenja Mattson

Dr. Evonne Johnson

(904) 355-3403 | www.shcjax.org
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Dignity U Wear founder’s family converts
Fanny Landwirth Foundation to advised fund
The Trustees of
the Fanny Landwirth
Foundation have
conver ted their
private family foundation to an advised
fund at The Community Foundation for Northeast
Henri Landwirth
Florida and one at
the Western North Carolina Community
Foundation in Asheville, NC.
The Fanny Landwirth Foundation was
established in 1982 by Henri Landwirth
in memory of his mother, who was killed
in the Holocaust. Henri survived, and
devoted himself to improving the lives of
those in need. Henri created the Fanny
Landwirth Foundation to help ensure that
the pain and agony of the innocent victims

of the Holocaust is never forgotten. Sadly,
Henri Landwirth passed away on April 16,
2018. The Fanny Landwirth Foundation
has contributed more than $10 million in
the past 35 years to numerous nonprofit
organizations addressing critical needs in
communities where Trustees live.
Landwirth was also the founder of
Dignity U Wear, which was based in
Riverside since its founding in 2000 until
it was absorbed by Soles4Souls, out of
Nashville, Tennessee in July 2017.
Grants will be considered and made in
line with the Landwirth family’s values
and areas of interest, which include safety-net services; Jewish causes; Holocaust
remembrance and awareness programs;
efforts to reduce prejudice, bigotry, and
hate; programs addressing elder care, including, but not limited to, elder care

education, and programs that provide
comfort, solace, joy, and respite to individuals
with disabilities, serious, chronic or life-threatening illnesses and their families.
“We are so honored to be a part of the
next chapter in the Landwirth family
philanthropy,” said Nina Waters, president
of The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida. “Henri was a hero in
so many ways, and his charitable legacy
in creating Give Kids the World Village
and Dignity U Wear cannot be underestimated. We look forward to this partnership with the Landwirth family to
continue his work in perpetuity.”
At this time the family is not accepting
applications for recommendations for
funding; instead, they will be contacting
organizations in their communities to
discuss funding opportunities.

Educator joins San Marco real estate office

Anne Marie McGowan

Anne Marie McGowan, a fourth-generation Jacksonville native how grew up attending
Jacksonville schools – graduating from Assumption Catholic School, and Bishop Kenny
High School, has joined the San Marco office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty.
McGowan graduated with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in elementary education
from the University of Florida and most recently worked for the St. Johns Classical
Academy as an educator.

DeLuca receives Catholic Leadership Award
Deacon Robert A. DeLuca, Bishop Kenny
Director of Campus Ministry, is the recipient
of the Catholic Leadership Award presented
by his alma mater, Saint Anselm College in
Manchester, New Hampshire.
After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts
in Theology in 1974, DeLuca began work
in catechetical ministry and has served in
high schools, parishes, and colleges in New
Hampshire, New York, and Florida for
more than four decades. In 1986 he earned
a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry from
the Jesuit Institute of Pastoral Ministry
and Religious Education at Boston College
and has pursued additional post-graduate

work at Providence College and the University
of Notre Dame.
Twenty years ago, DeLuca was recruited
by Father Michael Houle to move to Jacksonville
and take leadership of the Department of
Campus Ministry at Bishop Kenny. In 2006
he was ordained to the Sacred Order of
Deacons by Bishop Victor Galeone. In addition
to serving at Bishop Kenny, DeLuca also is
a member of the pastoral staff of St. Luke
Catholic Church, is the Chairperson of Clergy
Continuing Education and a faculty member
of the Ministry Formation program with the
Diocese of St. Augustine, and is an adjunct
Instructor of Theology at Saint Leo’s University.

Give the
gift of
memories
this holiday
season!
JESSICALEAPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

904-219-7784

Robert DeLuca receives the Catholic Leadership Award from
Dr. Steven DiSalvo, president of Saint Anselm College.
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MOSH president receives
leadership award

Maria Hane

Maria Hane, president of the Museum
of Science & History (MOSH), received
the Tillie K. Fowler Distinguished
Leadership Award at the annual Leadership
Jacksonville Alumni Luncheon Oct. 30.
Hane was nominated by fellow alumni
based upon community service and
leadership efforts that have positively
impacted the community and her
demonstration of the Leadership
Jacksonville core values of ethical
leadership, awareness and understanding
of complex community issues, value of
diverse leaders sharing and challenging
perspectives, shared community vision
and action taken for the greater good.
A Riverside resident, Hane has served
as president of MOSH since June 2009.
During her tenure at MOSH, she has
completed more than $5 million in
capital improvements, including the
Bryan-Gooding Planetarium, one of
the largest single-lens digital planetariums in the nation.
During her 25-year tenure in the
nonprofit and public sector, Hane has
served in key positions with extensive
experience in volunteer and board development, advocacy, fundraising, communications, governance and strategic
planning. She is an active member of
Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2002, is
a Fellow in the National Arts Strategies
Chief Executive Program and serves on
the boards of Visit Jacksonville, the
Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida
and Florida Association of Museums.

Let us help you plan
your holiday dinner
San Marco’s Premier Family Owned Butcher Shop
(904)-624-8346 | Clinescustommeats@gmail.com | 1625 Hendricks Ave, Jacksonville, Fl 32207 | ClinesCustomMeats.com

Wishing you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
904-396-6456
www.RiverPointRealEstate.com

Residential Real Estate Specialists Since 1983
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Crop Walkers
raise money
for UCOM

Walkers from several area churches joined together
to raise money for World Church Services and UCOM.

Runners and walkers from several area
churches joined together to raise money for
Church World Service and the local United
Community Outreach Ministry (UCOM)
during South Jacksonville Presbyterian
Church’s Annual Crop Walk Nov. 4.
Eighty-five walkers represented South
Jacksonville Presbyterian, Geneva Presbyterian,
Lakewood Presbyterian, Faith United
Methodist and San Jose Baptist churches at
the event. Nearly $4,000 was raised for
Church World Service with $1,000 remaining
in the local community as a donation to
UCOM, which runs a food pantry.
Walkers and runners who participated
in the event chose between a 1- or 3-mile
route. Boy Scouts from Troop 35 provided
a water station for the participants.

Enterprise presents $21,000 to Clara White Mission
The Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation presented a Your Tank program donations made locally are determined
$21,000 gift to the Clara White Mission at the 24th Annual by local Enterprise operations.
“Feed the City.” Over 250 community volunteers, including
“The Enterprise Rent-A-Car-Foundation gift comes at a
Enterprise employees, served lunch to over 1,000 homeless, critical time, when many residents in the Jacksonville
homeless veterans, and low-income families at the mission community are facing the silence of hunger, especially
Nov. 10. In addition, a distribution of clothing, free haircuts during the upcoming holiday season,” said Ju’Coby Pittman,
and bike repair were available.
CEO/president of the Clara White Mission. “It’s estimated
The donation from Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation that over 322,000 residents find it difficult to make ends
addresses food insecurity in Northeast Florida and is part meet, and many are served through the Clara White Mission.
of a program called Fill Your Tank that celebrates Enterprise This support will go a long way in the upcoming year.”
Rent-A-Car’s 62nd Anniversary by providing $60 million
The event was sponsored by Celebrations Church and
over six years to fight hunger around the globe. The Fill radio stations 93.3/V101.5.

While Enterprise associate Mindy Doyal looks on, Ju’Coby Pittman accepts a
$21,000 check from Todd Broadwater of Enterprise Holdings.

Did they spend

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

aDidfortune
or
they go to

VIKTOR’S?

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES
SUCH AS:

Broken Pipes
Damaged Faucets
Leaks
Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks
Broken or Overflowing Toilets

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping
Emergency Plumbing Services
Water Heater Service & Installation
Sewer & Drain Service
Drain Cleaning/Stoppages
Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.net

ONE OF JACKSONVILLE’S
BEST KEPT SECRETS FOR DISCOUNT FURNITURE & MORE!

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

25.00 OFF

$

Get $25 OFF your service.
Call any Weekday in

.

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires
3 , 2018.

6612 San Juan Avenue

904-786-5424 • viktorspayless.com
Hours: Tues-Sat 9–5:30
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Hundreds
enjoy SMMA
business fair
Eighteen San Marco Merchants Association
businesses had the opportunity to have a
close encounter with the lunchtime crowd
at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville when
SMMA held its annual business fair in the
lobby of the busy healthcare facility Nov. 5.
Approximately 800 Baptist employees,
patients and hospital visitors passed by the
merchants’ tables during the noontime
crush, enjoying various samples offered by
the San Marco shopkeepers and restaurants,
including Taverna’s chicken orzo salad,
Peterbrooke chocolates, and ice cream from
the Marble Slab Creamery.
The purpose of the fair is to raise awareness
of the businesses in San Marco, said SMMA
President Robert Harris, who was joined
by his colleague Jerry Snider at the HarrisGuidi Law Firm table. The fair was very
successful and enjoyed a great response
from everyone, he said.
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Memorial golf tournament raises
fund for brain cancer research

Joe Carlucci handed out popped corn at
the Brightway Insurance booth

Jerry Snider and SMMA President Robert Harris
manned the Harris-Guidi Law Firm table.

The 2nd Annual “Big O” Memorial Golf
Tournament to honor the memory of the
late Oren Margol, who died of brain cancer
in 2013 at age 48, was held Nov. 19 at San
Jose Country Club. With a field of 21
foursomes, comprising 84 golfers, the
tournament raised approximately $75,000
before expenses, with proceeds to be
donated for brain cancer research.
“What makes this tournament so special
is the love, warmth and generosity of donors
and participants, all of whom cared so
deeply for my brother, Oren,” said Drew
Margol, who founded the Oren Margol
Foundation with Lane Strumlauf, Joe
Nasrallah and David Vandroff. “Our family
and our foundation thank the many sponsors,
donors, vendors and volunteers from the
bottom of our hearts, and we hope to see
them all at the 3rd Annual ‘Big O’ Memorial
Golf Tournament set for Nov. 18, 2019.”
The winning foursome were Howard
Teitelbaum, Rick Plotkin, Jeff Leach and
Mike Shumer.

Oren Margol Foundation Founders Joe Nasrallah,
Lane Strumlauf, Drew Margol and David Vandroff

Winning Foursome Howard Teitelbaum,
Rick Plotkin, Jeff Leach and Mike Shumer

CSXexecutivejoinsWolfsonChildren’sHospitalBoard

Courtney Dawson of Taverna

Claire Backus handed out chocolate coins
at the Peterbrooke table.

|

Jeannie Smith of Odyssey Travel in San Marco

Tracy Thompson, Katherine Wohlers, Kim Goodman, and Amanda D’Anna of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Mark Wallace, executive vice president of sales and marketing
of CSX Corporation, has joined the Wolfson Children’s Hospital
Board of Directors as its newest member.
Wallace earned his undergraduate degree at Laurentian
University in Ontario, Canada, and has spent more than 20
years in senior executive leadership roles in the railroad industry,
holding senior management positions with Canadian National
for 15 years and, prior to his tenure at CSX, serving as vice
Mark Wallace
president of corporate affairs and chief of staff at Canadian
Pacific from 2012 to 2017.
“With his history of leadership and wide-ranging experience across many disciplines, Mr.
Wallace is going to bring a new set of skills to our Board that will help us impact children
in our community,” said Michael D. Aubin, FACHE, president of Wolfson Children’s.
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Flappers, bootleggers and all that jazz
celebrate Epilepsy Awareness Month

Riverplace Capital celebrates
20 years in business
For one local investment firm, a 20-year
milestone has been reached. The leadership team at Riverplace Capital
Management thought it would be fitting
to gather friends, family and clients at
MOCA Jacksonville to celebrate the
company’s success and enjoy a party
deserving of the accomplishment.
Founder Peter Bower recognized his
outstanding team while also taking time
to thank his longtime clients. “We’ve
assembled a great team and have a bright
future ahead,” said Bower, as he made his
speech to the guests assembled in the
atrium, “…and we look forward to serving
your needs for many years to come.”
By way of sound money management,
market knowledge, and a strong track
record of serving clients with distinction,
Bower has assembled a strong team. The

Karen and Peter Bower

group of money managers are proud to
have helped numerous clients reach their
long- and short-term goals while investing
and trusting in the financial management
of their assets.
Riverplace Capital Management is
located in the Riverplace Tower, 1301
Riverplace Blvd., on the Southbank.

In recognition of Epilepsy Awareness
Month in November, Epilepsy Florida hosted
its first Great Gatsby Charity Bash Nov. 15
at Friday Musicale, where approximately
100 guests came from Georgia, South Florida,
Gainesville and from all over Northeast
Florida.
Supporters took a step into the Roaring
‘20s as they participated in a raffle, enjoyed
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres from Jacqueline
Davis Catering, and danced the night away
to tunes by Derek Major, all while celebrating
epilepsy heroes in the community, and
spreading some epilepsy awareness.
About 1 percent of the U.S. population – 3
million adults and nearly half a million
children – suffer from epilepsy. Epilepsy
Florida, established in 1971, serves an estimated 400,000 Floridians who have
epilepsy.

Kayla Jurney and Carol Stokes with Janét Stoddard

Andy Head and Amber Hill

Patty Heard with sister Lauren Heard

Kevin and Jeanette Ferrell

Ericka McKinney and Christal Davie, staff at Epilepsy Florida

Paige and Matt Price with Matt Carlucci, Jr. and Lauren Carlucci, and Scott and Katherine Wohlers
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Private Event Rooms ∙ Private Wine Lockers

BOOK YOUR
HOLIDAY PARTY

VYSTAR CREDIT UNION PRESENTS

RESERVE FOR NEW YEARS EVE
Serving Brunch Saturday & Sundays
including Bottomless Mimosas!

Happy Hour Weekdays 3 - 7 pm
90 4. 619. 21 5 0 ∙ B ar r iqu e O f Av o n dale .c o m
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Present this ad for $10 off your tab of $50 or more
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Expires 3/31/19

Spirit of Giving Art Walk
DEC. 5, 2018 | 5-9 P.M. | DOWNTOWN

Shop local for the holidays and visit Hemming Park for the annual
Holiday Tree Lighting with Mayor Curry, Jacksonville Symphony
performances, a snow zone, local artist displays and more.

iloveartwalk.com
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‘Where’s Bubba?’ benefit breaks fundraising record

Stephanie Bellino and Daniel Brock with Kathy and Pat Kilbane

Preemies supported through
annual Signature Chefs benefit
The 28th Annual Signature Chefs Auction
at the Nov. 15 event at the Omni Hotel in
downtown Jacksonville offered supporters
the opportunity to vote for Top Chef from
among the area’s top culinary talent and
the award went to Laird Boles, executive
chef at The Ice Plant.
The biggest winner was March of Dimes,
which raised just over $140,000 from about
250 guests who enjoyed a cocktail reception
and tasting stations, as well as dessert and
wine during a live auction, which offered
exclusive chef experiences, getaways and
more.
Event co-chairs were Dawn Duss, M.D.,
Pediatric Eye Consultants of North Florida,
and Charles Duss, M.D., Atlantic Eye Institute.
The Stephens family served as March of
Dimes Ambassadors, and guests heard the
touching story of Mario Christopher and
Marshelly Stephens and their preemie twins,
Mario Michael and Mila, now 5 years old.

Laura and Mike Langton with Rod Brock

The success of this year’s annual fundraiser
for Downtown Ecumenical Services Council
was no fish tale. “We estimate 200 were in
attendance, and we are at $118,000 and
counting. It is definitely the most successful
Bubba event to date!” said Executive
Director David Clark, referring to the Nov.
17 “Where’s Bubba?” benefit held at Haskell.
The event began as a fishing tournament
in the 1990s to catch Bubba, a big catfish.
Honorary Chairs this year were Ron and
Mary Littlepage, who greeted guests at the
door, while Event Chair Julie Handley
made sure all enjoyed the Southern-style
Jessie and Tim Hedrick
catfish and barbecue dinner, live music
and a digital fishing adventure to reel in downtown churches joined forces to help
the biggest catch of the night.
homeless people and working poor families.
Proceeds from the event will support The center is in the basement of the First
the community’s impoverished and homeless Presbyterian Church and served nearly
with food, clothing and financial assistance. 12,000 families with food, clothing and
DESC was founded in 1981 as several financial assistance last year.

Theresa Bennett Hill and Shay Hill

Jenny and Richard Reid

Linda and Ken McEnery

Charlie Reid, David Clark and Ellen Reid

Blake Hood and Claire Heusinger

Craig Sharp and Boril Ivanov

THE LEADER IN JACKSONVILLE TREE REMOVAL
Tree Limb Removal • Storm Preparation • Stump Grinding • Over 5 Years Experience
Reliable Quality Service • Affordable Pricing • Satisfaction Guaranteed

WE WILL TREAT YOUR PROPERTY AS IF IT WERE
OUR OWN AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR PROJECT.

GIVE US A
CALL TODAY!
904.322.7799
Cindy Craig Johnson with Bill Byrne

Liana Hood with Caroline Nichols and Carrie Thornton

tom@jaxtreeremoval.com

Tom Jackson, Owner

Dr. Larry and Kathy Kanter Fund for Jewish Preservation presents:

Crypto-Judaism in America:

Discovery and Recovery of Jewish Identity in the 20th and 21st Centuries

Dr. Seth Ward

Professor of Philosophy & Religious Studies University of Wyoming

Tues., December 11 ◆ 7 PM
Congregation Ahavath Chesed
8727 San Jose Boulevard

RSVP 904-733-7078 • rsvp@TheTempleJacksonville.org
It is a well known fact that many individuals, usually of Spanish descent who came to
the Americas in the 15th Century escaping religious persecution, kept their religion
hidden and assimilated into the Spanish mainstream. Now, after many generations,
they are beginning to recognize their Jewish heritage.
Dr. Ward’s presentation will place this phenomenon in the context of major trends of
religious change and development from WW II to the present and discuss its continuing
significance in an age that emphasizes personal choice of religious and community identity.
Refreshments will be served – please join us!

Thanks to Dr. Larry and Kathy Kanter, whose generosity through the Kanter Fund for Jewish Preservation
enables us to provide this learning opportunity to the Temple family and general community.
Congregation Ahavath Chesed “The Temple” · 8727 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32217 · www.TheTempleJacksonville.org
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Margarita J’Ville
celebrates rebranding for
Big Brothers, Big Sisters

CCA Florida celebrates passion for
marine resources conservation

Island escapism was the order of the
day when Big Brothers, Big Sisters of
Northeast Florida held its Margarita
J’Ville bash at Casa Marina in Jacksonville
Beach Nov. 9.
Although thunder and lightning forced
the party inside from the venue’s beachside
courtyard, no one seemed to notice as
Caribbean tunes were played by the Chris
Thomas Band and guests mingled in
enough splashy floral prints to make
Jimmy Buffett proud.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres, signature drinks,
and a special dessert presentation featuring
Starbucks cake pops and designer doughnuts from the Donut Experiment in St.
Augustine were served.
During the program, Board Member
Obi Umunna, who experienced the nonprofit’s program as a Little Brother after
his family emigrated from Africa, addressed
the crowd.
“This is an exciting year for us,” said
CEO Sara Alford, noting the nonprofit

is more than 100 years old. “We’ve rebranded with a new logo and we are
reimaging the way we talk about mentoring
and the urgency and necessity of mentoring for the success of the youth in
Northeast Florida. This is in part a celebration, part fundraiser. The money
raised here will help cover enhancements
to our program and essential operations
not otherwise covered by grants,” she
said, adding that her agency will launch
an enhanced volunteer recruitment effort
in 2019. “We want to get more kids off
our wait list.”

Billing themselves as the “No. 1 representative for recreational fisherman,” the
Coastal Conservation Association’s Jacksonville
Chapter held its annual banquet and auction
Nov. 8 at the Garden Club of Jacksonville,
where the ballroom was stuffed to the gills
with fishing gear, coolers, artwork, a surfboard
and many other items in the silent auction.
“Our goal is to see that we have fish for
our grandchildren to catch,” said Charles
Holt, a member of CCA Florida, a grassroots
organization committed to conserving and
protecting marine resources.
The Florida Conservation Association
(FCA) became the fifth state chapter of the
Coastal Conservation Association in 1985
and has spent the past three decades protecting Florida’s fish from practices that
would prevent future generations from
enjoying recreational fishing.
In the 1990s the FCA played a major role
in banning commercial drift gillnet fishing,
an indiscriminate practice that ensnared
sea turtles and other marine life in mile-long
nets along with swordfish, tuna and other
commercial species. “It’s a big reason we
have a many fish as we do today,” said Holt.
The group also promotes habitat restoration
and reef building. In 2014, after CCA Member
Payton Scheppe worked for four years to
get two artificial reefs put into the St. Johns
River, the CCA Reef and the George Holt

Reef were established on the river bottom
near San Marco. George is the late brother
of Charles Holt, owner of Charles and
George Car Wash in the Ortega area.
CCA Florida also recently partnered with
Shell Oil Company, and CCA’s National
Habitat Program, the Building Conservation
Trust (BCT), to deploy an artificial reef
within the boundaries of the Floyds Folly
pre-permitted site at a depth of about 70
feet, just over 20 miles southeast of the
mouth of the St. Johns River.

Darren Dailey with KT Boling and Scott Hedrick

Ashley Lewis, Melisa Keenan with Natasha Thomas

Bill Klima, Jr. and Bill Klima, Sr.

Gary and Karen Burdette with Nancy Mortensen

Payton Scheppe with Joe Kistel

Pat Orman and Brennan Heintzman

Megan Ortega, director of fund development for Big
Brothers, Big Sisters of Northeast Florida, with Sara Alford,
CEO, and Jason Spencer, board chair

Jimmy Orth with Jeff Marks and Jim Orth

CONTACT LENS STUDY
Are you interested in trying contact lenses for the first time?
Vue Optical is conducting a clinical research study
investigating a contact lens for people that are between
18 and 40 years old, who have never worn contact lenses
before.
There are five (5) visits for this study, taking place over
approximately five (5) weeks. The first visit will take about
2.5 hours, and all other study visits will take about 1.5 hours.
You will be paid $30/hour for your time spent in our office.
Additionally, you will receive contact lenses to wear for the
duration of the study and you will learn how to insert and
remove, and clean the study contact lenses.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Vue
Optical for more details about the study, including inclusion
and exclusion requirements.

Vue Optical
The Shoppes of Avondale
3588 Saint John’s Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-388-7767
lookfabulous@ilovevue.com

INDIVIDUAL BOXED MEALS

ORDER

ONLINE
Handcrafted convenience; no special occasion necessary!

TAVERNA.RESTAURANT/ONLINEORDERING

20% Off Your First Order with Promo Code ONLINE18
DELIVERY AVAILABLE.

PARTY PLATTERS

P&P 10x16 Nov_Pajcic Res Ad_Layout 1 10/24/18 2:53 PM Page 1

Service.
Experience.
Results.
The success Pajcic and Pajcic has had in the courtroom not only benefits our seriously injured
clients, but other deserving members of our community that the law firm cares so much about.
Our firm has twelve AV rated “preeminent” attorneys, and we have received a perfect 5.0 rating
in client satisfaction on Martindale-Hubbell's list of Top Ranked Law Firms. We have handled more
than 10,000 cases, recovering $1 billion for our clients.

We take pride in our personal
attentive service to clients.

BEST
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David and Linda Stein

Jody and Janne Brandenburg with Eunice and Barry Zisser

Donna Berger, Rochelle Proctor,
Gaye Sager and Jim Lyon

Evelyn Peck with Duane and Amanda Lacy and River
Garden Marketing and Communications Director Kari Bell

Robinson Repass, D.R. Repass and Gala Co-Chair Kasey Repass
with JDRF Executive Director Brooks Biagini and Gala Co-Chair
Kristina Greco and her husband, Chris

Glamorous evening breaks
records for JDRF Foundation

“Step right up, don’t be shy. Get ready to
experience the time of your life…” is what
circus ringmasters often shout. And there is
no question the more than 500 guests at the
26th Annual River Garden Foundation Gala
– The Greatest Gala on Earth – abided by the
advice, boldly supporting the popular fundraiser
that benefits River Garden Hebrew Home.
Raising more than $200,000, the event
had the atmosphere of a glitzy Big Top, as
guests were welcomed under a multi-colored
tent for cocktails and a silent auction before
the big show began.
Orchestrating the circus-themed event
at Sawgrass Marriott Nov. 17 were Co-Chairs

An evening of old-time Hollywood glamour,
complete with larger-than-life golden Oscar
statues, drew a record-setting crowd of more
than 500 for the 18th Annual JDRF Miracles
Gala – One Night in Old Hollywood – at
Ponte Vedra’s Sawgrass Marriott Nov. 3.
The star-studded event generated a whopping $600,000 – the most ever raised at a
JDRF fundraiser. Kristina Greco and Kasey
Repass co-chaired the event with an eye to
transforming the yearly fundraiser into a
million-dollar gala within three years.
A $100,000 donation by Fund A Cure
Champions Jennifer Glock and Michael Ward
of San Marco was the largest single gift ever

Rachel and Colman Brodsky. The fun
and formal event included a cocktail
reception, silent auction, dinner, dancing
to The All in One Band, and amusing
performances by Bittersweet Entertainment
that included magicians, jugglers and
an aerial contortionist.

Jennifer Glock and Michael Ward

Bryan and Lindsey Bartlett

River Garden’s Greatest Gala on
Earth is really big show

Ginny and Dr. Dennis Lafer, president
of The Coves, with Michelle Branly

S O C I A L

Happy
Holidays

David and Emily Rottmann

Mary Johnson and Nicole Delashmutt

received by JDRF North Florida. The Van
Zant family donated $50,000 on behalf of
the Lynyrd Skynyrd Foundation.
Bill Hughes received the foundation’s
Living and Giving Award for generating over
$100,000 over 10 years through the foundation’s One Walk Program.

OYSTER PERPETUAL

air-king

Wishing You and
Your Family a Wonderful
Holiday Season and
a Happy Healthy
New Year!

rolex

oyster perpetual and air-king are ® trademarks.
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Blair Woolverton, Sara and Morgan Andrews
with Pat Andrews and Fred Lambrou

Davy Parrish, Judy DuBose, and Doro Nichelson

Quinn Barton and Agnes Danciger

Ray Hays with Kristy Knight and Frank Wallmeyer

Tremendous turnout for
annual Oyster Roast celebrated
St. Johns River

Live music from The Firewater Tent Revival,
an outstanding silent auction and raffle, and
delicious oysters and seafood made for a
special evening Nov. 16 at the Garden Club of
Jacksonville as guests celebrated the St. Johns
River and supported the St. Johns Riverkeeper.
The annual Oyster Roast to benefit the
St. Johns Riverkeeper has become known
as one of the best parties of the year. More
importantly, the critical fundraising event
supports the Riverkeeper’s effective advocacy, outreach, and education programs.
The day before the event, the Riverkeeper
received
good news from the National
0.75”
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Jake and Dana Gordon with Deena and John Wallace, and Catherine and Matt Rabil

Ida and Dr. Richard Gropper with Bruce and Haley Jones

Marshall and Sarah Hall with Olivia and Stephen Frick

Annual ‘event under the tent’ a
success despite soggy skies

Rob Smith and Karen McCombs with Gary McCalla

Geographic Committee of Research and
Exploration, which awarded the nonprofit
a River Exploration (RiverX) program
$29,410 grant for the spring education boat
trips. With this grant, the Riverkeeper can
provide over 1,500 fifth-grade students
with an on-the-water experiential learning
opportunity they won’t forget.

As announced, rain or shine – and it did
rain, the 15th annual Festival d’Vine was
held Nov. 2 at Treaty Oak/Jessie Ball duPont
Park on the Southbank, where the “event
under the tent” rolled out 108 types of wine,
served beer from local breweries and offered
tasty bites from 22 restaurants to support
the mission of the Catholic Charities Bureau
of Jacksonville.
Over 550 guests helped raise over
$130,000 that will assist the nonprofit to
provide emergency financial assistance,
workforce development, food assistance,
immigration legal services, refugee resettlement and care for persons with different

Tia Colao, Guy Weinberg and Jen Wilburn

intellectual, physical, social and emotional
abilities. Over the past 14 years, this
signature event has raised nearly $1 million
for Catholic Charities, whose programs
served more than 16,712 individuals last
year in five counties.

LIVE F IR S T C OAS T

Town: 5233 S an J ose B oulevard, J acksonville, F lorida 32207 – 9 04.7 31.9 7 7 0
Beaches: 820 H ighway A1A N ., S uite E 15, P onte Vedra B each, F lorida 32082 – 9 04.285.7 7 00
Amelia Island: 5548 F irst C oast H ighway S uite 101, Amelia Island, F lorida 32034 – 9 04.27 7 .6 522
Gallery Office: Inside the R itz C arlton, Amelia Island – 9 04- 310- 09 81
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11032 RIVERPORT DRIVE WEST
$2,995,000
7 B edrooms; 5 F ull & 1 H alf B athrooms,
7 ,7 28 S q. F t.

2790 SYLVAN ESTATES COURT
$2,399,000
5 B edrooms; 5 F ull & 2 H alf B athrooms,
6 ,47 7 S q. F t.

Deanne Noles • 904.716.3521

Kasey Ritter • 904.449.6648, Catarina Soares 352.222.2224
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4368 WORTH DRIVE EAST,
$599,000
4 B edrooms; 3 F ull & 2 H alf B athrooms
3,256 S q. F t.

1118 MONTICELLO ROAD
$359,000
3 B edrooms; 2 F ull & 1 H alf B athrooms,
1,9 86 S q. F t.

Kasey Ritter • 904.449.6648, Catarina Soares 352.222.2224

Angie Renn • 904.465.0357
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9548 WATERFORD ROAD
$575,000
5 B edrooms; 3 F ull & 1 H alf B athrooms,
3,36 8 S q. F t.

2823 FOREST CIRCLE
$2,395,000
6 B edrooms; 4 F ull & 2 H alf B athrooms,
7 ,011 S q. F t.

Jane Chefan • 904.463.1179

Jane Chefan • 904.463.1179

Choosing how to
deliver your baby
is as important as
choosing where.

UF Health North
UF Health North’s labor and delivery suites combine advanced technology with warmth and comfort.
And dedicated obstetric operating rooms for planned or emergency cesareans are just steps away. For women
with uncomplicated pregnancies who want a natural experience in a homelike setting, the UF Health Birth Center
is also on campus.
Visit North.UFHealthJax.org to learn more.

SAN MARCO RESIDENT MORE BIRTH OPTIONS AD.indd 1

11/14/18 3:15 PM
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Feeding Northeast Florida fundraiser seeks to fill empty bowls
“You have not lived today until you have
done something for someone who can
never repay you. Today you have lived and
made it so many others can live as well,”
said Feeding Northeast Florida Board
Chairman Josh Martino, to a crowd of
more than 276 during the Jacksonville
community food bank’s Empty Bowls
luncheon fundraiser at the Jacksonville
Main Library Nov. 2.
Martino, who owns Bono’s Bar-B-Q, was
only one of several speakers who took part
in a program that included Dr. Jennifer
Brown, executive director of KIPP
Jacksonville Schools, Frank Castillo, CEO
of Feeding Northeast Florida, agency

Yan Cumper, Joanne Cohen and Susan Datz Edelman

clients, and foster parents Trevic and
Michelle McAfee of Mayport Naval Station,
who have utilized resources from the food
bank to feed more than 11 foster children
they have had in their custody over the
years. Action News Jax Chief Meterologist
Mike Buresh served as master of ceremonies
during the event, which raised $32,455.
Many local restaurants offered soup at
the luncheon including Black Sheep
Restaurant, Restaurant Orsay, Black Sheep
at Intuition, Bellwether, Moxie Kitchen +
Cocktails, River and Post, Bistro AIX,
Southern Grounds Coffee, Indochine,
Biscottis, The Bread & Board, The Happy
Grilled Cheese, Bono’s Pit Bar-B-Q, NOLA
MOCA, The Magnificent Café, and M.
Hospitality Restaurant and Catering Group.
Art students from The Bolles School,
Fishweir Elementary, the Jewish Community
Alliance, John N.C. Stockton Elementary,
Robert E. Lee High School, Samuel Wolfson
High School and Venetia Elementary School,
and others donated empty ceramic bowls
to be sold at the event.
In his parting words Castillo mentioned
the empty bowls provided to each guest at
the fundraiser. “As you look at the empty
bowl you will take home today, please
know there are many others in the community who are also looking at empty
bowls, which they will not be able to fill,”
he said. “Food insecurity in Northeast
Florida is a $1.1 billion problem, and if
you don’t remember any other number
from this presentation, that’s the one I
want to leave you with. The good news is
hunger and its many underlying problems
are solvable. I believe within the community
we have the intelligence, the resources, and
the generosity to overcome this.”

The Community Foundation of Northeast Florida supported Feeding Northeast Florida’s fundraiser Nov. 3. Front: Yan Cumper, Grace
Sacerdote, Janet Allen, Nina Waters, Delores Barr Weaver, Latrice Wright, Erin Broderick. Back: Emmanuel Fortune, Kathleen Shaw,
Joanne Cohen, Amy Crane, John Zell, Carol Nieves, Christina Fleck, Amber Jubinsky, Mariette Hartley, Susan Datz Edelman.

Kaci Honeycutt, Sarah Dobson and Michelle McGriff

Megan DeGance, Dr. John Montgomery, with Tabatha Carlyle and Dennis Morrison

NEW YEAR
NEW YOU
2019
Please join us for a
fashion show brunch
By Petunia Patch Fashion Express

Saturday, January 19th
11am - 3pm
Garden Club of Jacksonville
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon with
a delicious menu and the latest
spring fashions modeled by our
own members!

Call (904) 355-4224
For Reservations ($30)
1005 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204

There Are
Reasons For
OPTIMISM
When
INVESTING...

Providing essential and innovative
services and care for individuals,
families, and communities throughout
Northeast Florida to prepare for and
support graceful aging.

> Nutrition
> Affordable housing
> In-home services
including personal care
and housekeeping
> Mental Wellness
> Caregiver Support Services
> Care Coordination

Steve Hyers,

ChFC, CLU
2120 University Blvd. W.
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904.730.3877

Capital
Dimensions
FINANCIAL SERVICES

> ACHC accredited and
Medicare certified Home
Health Agency (License #29993139)
A Non-Profit Organization
Enabling Home-Based Senior
Independence in Northeast Florida

@AgingTrue

Securities offered through Linsco Private Ledger (LPL) Member FINRA/SIPC.

IRAs • Education Planning • Mutual Funds
Insurance • Retirement Planning
Certificates of Deposit • Bonds • Stocks

Tim Owen, Mary Strickland and Frank Castillo

(904) 807-1245 | INFO@AGINGTRUE.ORG | AGINGTRUE.ORG

Cindy McCormick and
Judge Kimberly Sadler

30 |
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Generous hearts recognized at annual philanthropy banquet
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

“Make Your Mark” was the theme for the
2018 National Philanthropy Day luncheon
and awards program held Nov. 6 at the Hyatt
Regency Riverfront Hotel and it was an
appropriate theme for the six organizations
and three individuals who were honored
for making their mark.
After opening remarks by Annie Tutt,
president for the Florida First Coast Chapter
of the Association of Fundraising Professionals,
the awards were presented by Christy Smith,
event chair, and Jessica Waugaman, event
co-chair, with WJXT reporter/anchor Kent
Justice serving as emcee.
Meredith Chartrand Frisch was named
Outstanding Philanthropist, nominated by
The Discovery School, where she serves a
chair of its Board of Trustees. Frisch took
on initiatives in early childhood development
to create a recipe for academic success, a
community of care and solid footing for
tomorrow’s children, raising more than $1.5
million for the Jacksonville Beach-based

Velma Monteiro-Tribble and Jim Towler

school which serves children ages 3 to 12.
“I feel incredibly humbled but am also
mindful that I’m fortunate to have this base
and the resources to dedicate my time and
to doing what I love,” said Frisch. “What I
want to share is how meaningful philanthropy
is when you practice it together.”
Kit Thomas rightly comes by the award
for Outstanding Fundraising/Development
Professional. Over the course of 16 years,
Thomas has raised millions of dollars for
United Way of Northeast Florida, to The
Arc Jacksonville and The North Florida
School of Special Education and is committed
to ensuring that “differently-abled” persons
have the same advantages as anyone else.
“We cannot and do not do this work alone,”
said Thomas, who was nominated by The
Arc Jacksonville and NFSSE. “It’s because
of many of you in this room that opened
doors for us and you share our mission and
our vision for the future with your colleagues
and friends.”
J.C. “Jay” Demetree, Jr., was nominated
as Outstanding Volunteer by St. Vincent’s
HealthCare Foundation, Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Jacksonville and Sulzbacher.
Demetree has a long history of leading
fundraising campaigns and serving on the
boards of these nonprofits. “I’ve been very
blessed,” said Demetree. “As far back as I
can remember giving back and making your
mark is so very important. I’ve been surrounded by people who were great examples
of giving back.”
The Riverside Rotary Club of Jacksonville
was named Outstanding Civic Organization,
nominated by Community Hospice &
Palliative Care, the recipient of funds raised
by the annual Riverside Craft Beer Fest. In

Reformer Pilates
Low impact - great results.
For all ages and fitness levels

2000 Hendricks Ave, Unit 4
San Marco | 904.584.3468

Ortega Computer Repair

Don’t let viruses sneak up on you, partner!
• N e t w o r k es t - u p
• Co m p u t e r cl e a n u p

• In st a l l a t i o n & Co n us l t a t i o n
• Sm a l l b u si n e s & h o m e

Bryan Arnold, Owner

Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com | www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

Monday–Friday: 9:30–5:30 • Saturday: 10:30–4:00 • 904.410.0127

Let us do the dirty work…

Kit Thomas, Grace Friedman, Peter Ghiloni, Jay Demetree, Jr., Meredith Chartrand Frisch, Pam Cown,
Christine and Steve Chapman, Gilchrist Berg and Tim Volpe

Sara McMillan, JJ Vitale, Maren Bertozzi
and Linda Malloy

Nicola Barnack, Lauren Weedon Hopkins,
Jessica Hurst and Katie Zahn

his remarks, Immediate Past President Tim
Volpe said, “The Riverside Craft Beer Fest
was a stroke of genius, and I credit the
original visionary and founder of the event,
Chris Croft, and it has been an extraordinary
success, emulated by Rotary Clubs all over
the country. We’ve raised over a quarter of
a million dollars in the past six years.”
Nominated for the Community Award
by the PACE Center for Girls, the AT&T
Pioneers Jacksonville Life Members Club
was established in 1918 with the vision to
be recognized as a world-class leader in
volunteerism. Last year the Pioneers logged
over 7,500 project hours in Northeast
Florida. “When we do this, we don’t expect
anything because we do this from the heart,”
said Pam Cown, who accepted the award
for the group.
All American Air, an HVAC company
founded in 1980 by Steve Chapman in St
Augustine, was nominated as the Outstanding
Small Business by Community Hospice &
Palliative Care. Chapman and his wife,
Christine, created the All American Air
Table Tennis Classic in 2009, which has
raised more than $500,000 and supported
more than 80 nonprofits in Northeast Florida.
The Berg Family Foundation was named
Outstanding Foundation, nominated by
the University of North Florida, St. Vincent’s

HealthCare Foundation and the Jacksonville
Symphony. Accepting the award was
foundation founder Gilchrist Berg, who
is an alumnus of Ortega Elementary School
and also established the Gladys Prior
Excellence in Career Teaching award after
his fourth-grade teacher at the school.
The Outstanding Corporation award went
to Swisher International, nominated by
Jacksonville University, which has been
heavily funded by the Jacksonville-based
cigar company. Company founder Carl S.
Swisher was the university’s first major
donor and benefactor and the foundation
in his name continues to invest in JU to this
day. Swisher CEO and President Peter
Ghiloni, who will retire at the end of the
year, said, “We’ve had a long history with
JU since 1934 and that partnership will
continue in the future.”
The Betty Griffin Center and Hubbard
House nominated Harrison Snowden and
Teens Take a Stand Club of Ponte Vedra
High School for the Next Generation
award for their efforts in spreading
awareness about domestic violence and
raising funds for both nonprofits. Snowden,
who formed the club in 2016, is attending
Princeton University, so the award was
accepted by Grace Friedman, a current
member of the club.

DINNER BELL
B E L LW E T H E R JA X .C O M
Now Serving Dinner
Wednesday–Saturday
100 North Laura Street
904.802.7745

904-729-6040
@groundcontrol24.7
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Best Buddies names 2018 Champion of the Year
Although 350 guests enjoyed Best
Buddies Casino Night of Champions at
TPC Sawgrass Nov. 9 to celebrate Northeast
Florida professionals and community leaders
who were nominated as “Champions” by
raising funds over a 10-week period, there
is no risk in saying the ultimate winners
are the thousands of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities who
benefit from the nonprofit’s programs.
Twelve fundraising champions were
toasted at the event with Wally Conway
taking home the 2018 Best Buddies
Champion of the Year by raising $40,000.
During the 10-week period, $187,000 was
raised for the nonprofit.
Nominated for the ultimate Champion
honor were Champions Wally Conway,

Staci Barnett with Barry and Eunice Zisser

Michelle Glass, Amy Croft, Jennifer Bauer,
Lisa Haas, Carly Lozo, Staci Barnett,
William Li, Frieda Jones, Abby Walsh,
Marta Grudzinska, and Dr. Randall Haas.

Local. Neighborly.
Alternative.
Staci and Rebecca Barnett with Mike and Deanna Lissner and Annabelle Barnett

Celebrating
Amazing Years
Rod and Whitney Brock with Atillio Cerqueira

Gladys and Michael Pelegrin

Grab & Go Organic
Sandwiches & Salads
Organic Smoothies & Juices
Over 4OO Craft & Import Beers
• Organic Produce
• Organic Meats
• Organic Dairy
• Organic Groceries
• Organic Wine
• Gourmet Cheeses
• Vitamins & Herbs

Happy
Holidays
Thank you for supporting
our local business!

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

Terri Pope, Peter Weigold and Michelle De Sousa

Wanda McReynolds, Lisa Andrews,
Christian Oliva and Maddie Andrews

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

Our family business has happily served our local community since 2006
/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

We’re proud to be your local health
food store for the holidays!
@Grassroots5Pts
Raymond James & Associates, Inc., Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
Diversification and strategic asset allocation do not ensure a profit against
a loss. Investing always involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss. No
investment strategy can guarantee success.
Investments & Wealth Institute™ (The Institute) is the owner of the certification
mark “CIMA®,” the service marks Certified Investment Management AnalystSM,”
Use of CIMA® or Certified Investment Management AnalystSM signifies that the
user has successfully completed The Institute’s initial and ongoing credentialing
requirements for investment management professionals.
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904-384-4474 • 2007 Park Street • L o ca ted i n H i st o ri c 5 Po i n ts
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Season’s Greetings!

Enjoy these great offers & gift ideas!

Jacksonville’s bes t
specialty toy store!

Spoil the furry members
of your family this
holiday season with

15% OFF

Playmobil, Hape, Calico Critters, Corolle,
Lee Middleton Newborn Nursery Dolls,
Hearthsong, Micro Scooters, Fat Brain,
Le Toy Van Doll Houses and Castles, Brio,
Melissa & Doug, and so much more!

ALL PET TOYS
Expires 12/31/18

3590 St. Johns Ave. | 904-683-5274
woofgangbakery.com

3581 St. Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 389-3099 | thegreenalligator.com

Decorum
Wit
Flair
Fine Paper
Leather Goods
Exquisite Gift
009 | thewritetouch.com
1967 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207 | (904) 398-2

AIMING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?

NE Florida’s Premier Firearms Dealer & Indoor Shooting Range

Gun Sales • Indoor Shooting Range • Training & Classes Gif
t Ca
Availa rds
ble
RANGE COM

OTS

.

(904) 301-0700 | Wells Rd OP - next to General RV | Open 7 days a week

Be Different This Holiday Season!

Desigual . Joseph Ribkoff . Pixie Mood . OkaB
Volt . Corkys . Frank Ideas . Chagnon . Origin

Willie's Jacksonvilles
Dress Shop For Children

Let Wil
your danlies be
headquacewear
rters!

Infant, Toddlers,
Boys & Girls 4 Through 16

3567 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205 | (904) 384-3664

Shop The Safe Depot
this holiday season
We are your Safe Place to Shop!

1017 Park St. in 5 Points | 11-6 Mon.-Sat. |

@fivepointsedgecity

Delivery and Installation offered as
well, inquire now for holiday delivery!
Over 150 Liberty Gun safes in Stock

Here at The Safe Depot, our safes aren't
just a tasteful addition to any room; they
fill you with the peace of mind that your
valuables are protected.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
from our troops to yours!

Military Miniatures, Toy Soldiers,
Military Art and more!

Troops of Time
904.381.6828 | www.troopsoftime.com

Holiday
Special
h
ts throug
n
u
o
c
is
d
er!
Decemb

Family Owned and Operated for over 40 Years!

(904) 387-0042 | thesafedepot.com
2144 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32210
Libertysafesofnorthflorida.com
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Celebrating the season with varied holiday traditions
Each year those who live in the San Marco community celebrate the holidays in different ways.
The following are a few traditions neighborhood residents follow during the season.
By Marcia Hodgson, Resident Community News

Lighting up the season
What started with a single string of lights likes white lights and I like colored, so we
on a lonely bush in 1959 has become an compromise. We put white lights on the
illuminating tradition for one San Marco house and colored lights on the trees. I want
resident.
to put them up as soon as November comes,”
For the past 10 years Denise Kowkabany she explained, noting it takes two days to
has transformed her home on Peachtree install them during the week of Thanksgiving.
Circle North into a seasonal wonderland “I always feel sad on New Year’s Day when
by installing thousands of Christmas lights it comes time to unplug them,” she said.
in her front and back yards.
When she was six years old, Kowkabany
“It’s an addiction,” said Kowkabany, who moved to her San Marco family home with
has dressed the family home she inherited her parents and four older siblings, Brenda,
with her sister, Claudia, in white and colored identical twins Claudette and Claudia, and
lights every year for the past decade. “At her brother John, who passed away a year
first, we started with a few lights in the front ago. It was then her dad decorated the bush
yard, then added the back yard. My sister in the front yard and she fell in love with
Christmas lights. But it was in the early
2000s that she became seriously interested
in decorating outdoors when her boyfriend,
Tom Bush, who is now deceased, installed
two lighted reindeers with bobbing heads
on the front lawn. Since then she has dressed
her home with lighted gift boxes, window
candles and illuminated wreaths, she said.
“It’s like a fairyland to me. It brings us joy,
and everyone seems to enjoy it. They stop
by, they slow down in their cars, and when
they see me outside, they stop to talk with
me. It’s like giving a gift to other people,”
she said. “I think it’s wonderful that more
and more people are putting lights up outside
of their homes. It’s very festive and happy
and signifies the whole magical spirit of
Christmas. I always feel so much a part of
it with the lights up.”
Denise Kowkabany

Trimmed in colored and white lights, the Kowkabany house on Peachtree Circles North lights up the neighborhood

Eating chili in your pajamas

Cindy Jarrell

For many years the Jarrell home in St. Nicholas was
the place to go on Christmas Eve, if you had no other
place to go.
“Every Christmas Eve after church, our family would
serve chili to anyone who wanted to come and did not
have plans,” she said. “My mom always liked to have
people that were alone with no family or loved ones
around. We got to the point where we told people to
go home, get in their PJs, and come over – to be comfortable and have chili with us.
“Our celebration grew and grew each year, and everyone looked forward to it,” she said. “Some people

had grown children that lived out of town. Some were
widows who had no one. Some could not drive, and
we would pick them up. Anyone who wanted to come
was invited. My mother sang in the choir at Southside
United Methodist Church and some choir members
would come, too. Lots of people celebrated on Christmas
Eve, but for those who did not, our house was the
place to go.”
Although over the past four years since her mother’s
death Jarrell has not carried on the tradition, she said
this year will be different. “I will resurrect it and get
in the spirit!” she said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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Feast of Seven Fishes
Over many generations the Italian side
of Anita Morrill’s family has enjoyed seafood
on Christmas Eve.
Carrying on a tradition she gleaned from
her paternal grandmother, for more than
20 years the San Marco resident has never
missed hosting a traditional Feast of Seven
Fishes banquet for her family and friends
on December 24. Even after her home
flooded during Hurricane Irma, she hosted
a meatless feast, she said. “Even when our
home was under construction, I made it
happen. We had a lovely dinner,” she said.
“This is a tradition we have done for many
years, and always on Christmas Eve. My
grandmother did it, my Aunt Carol did it – but
never my mother, because she was German.
When I got married, I kept it going. When I
was a little girl, Santa would come, and we
would open presents, and I kept up the same
kind of tradition with my boys. It is something
my boys love, although now that they are
grown, Santa does not come Christmas Eve
but on Christmas Day. We have an open
house, and they bring their friends,” she said
estimating that nearly 20 people attend her
Christmas Eve feasts each year.

The Morrill Family on Christmas Eve,
2010: Anthony Edwards, Steve Morrill,
Anita Morrill, Alex and Nick Edwards

Anthony Edwards holds a platter of antipasto at the family’s
annual Feast of Seven Fishes celebration.

Following in the Italian tradition, Morrill’s
seafood banquet usually has consisted of
seven of the following: linguini and clams,
shrimp cocktail, calamari salad, caviar pie,
antipasto salad, oysters on the half shell,
crab cakes and avocado salad, pistachiocrusted Chilean sea bass, grilled scallops.
“The work and the time together I spend
to prepare is part of it,” she said. “Christmas
Eve is not about the presents, it’s about the
memories we make.”
The Franks family
with their stockings.
Back: Gail Logan, Ella
Campbell, Logan Franks,
John Franks, Jack Mixer,
Amy Franks. Front: Dana
Mixer, Peyton Franks,
Austin Franks, Chris
Mixer, Ali Campbell, Zoe
Campbell, Veryl Logan,
and Jane Mixer.

Above: A fish hook remover is gifted to the
members of the Franks family every year.
Left: A traditional note usually
accompanies Jack Mixer’s gift of
the fish hook remover.

The Morrill Family table is set for its annual
Christmas Eve Feast of Seven Fishes Celebration.

The Morrill Family on Christmas Eve: Alex, Anthony and
Nick Edwards with Anita and Steve Morrill and Dylan

Putting the ‘stuffing’ in Christmas
When the Franks family gets together, it’s
not the presents Santa brings but what’s in
the stockings they fill for each other that
makes the holiday.
Since Amy Franks was a little girl, her
grandmother, Aunt Gail, parents and siblings
have enjoyed a stocking stuffing tradition
that went beyond candy and small toys. It
continues to be something she has incorporated into her own family tradition today.
“Each person has a theme, and we would
all have to guess it,” she said. “Sometimes
the gifts were so big that we had to put out
giant trash bags and staple the stocking to
it. And if someone brought a friend, we
would make them a bag and add a bag for
them. The stuffers were a bigger deal than
presents because we had so much fun. As
kids we would walk into Grammy’s house,
see the bags and get giddy.”
Franks said part of the tradition is to
pause and wait for each person to pull out
the same stuffer and listen to the giver
speak about it. “It was the explanation of
the stuffer that was fun, and the giver was
always proud of the moment,” she explained.
“It made us appreciate waiting, and every
gift was awesome regardless of whether it
was homemade, came from the Dollar

Store, was an expensive piece of jewelry
or a rare coin!”
Over the years, stuffers have included
nail clippers from her husband, “who can
never find any in the house,” hand-painted
aprons that say “Happy Birthday, Jesus”
from her daughter, plants, gardening tools,
sunglasses, poems and riddles, treasure
hunts, photo books and baked goods. But
the most memorable of all were the fishing
lures her father would give and take back
after the holiday, as well his notorious
fishing hook remover. “This was hysterical
because we all got one for probably 10
years. I think my dad had a warehouse full
of them. We have since tried to do funny
things with them, like make wreaths or
frame those red treats!”
Meanwhile, her mother’s stuffers always
had a spiritual bent to them, she said. “My
mom always had a Bible verse to go with
hers. She kept us grounded. My favorite
was one of her last stuffers – a pill box with
a mustard seed in it and the words of Matthew
17:20: ‘For truly, I say to you, if you have
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move, and nothing will
be impossible to you.’”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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Giving a nod to Hungarian heritage
It was a bit of a culture shock the first
time Martha Jakab visited her future husband’s family. Born from parents whose
grandparents had emigrated from Hungary
in the 1800s, Kevin Jakab’s kin attended
Hungarian Mass and ate Hungarian food,
especially during the Christmas holidays.
As an eighth-generation North Floridian,
Jakab desired to give her growing children
a taste of their Hungarian heritage, so four
years ago she began the tradition of having
her daughters learn to make Hungarian
goulash and dumplings from scratch on
Christmas Day.
“For me, being a Floridian forever, there
was no cultural awareness of anything from
my family. Now that my children are getting
older, we’ve talked about Hungary and about
how my husband’s great-grandparents came
over here in the late 1800s,” she said. “Going
to Toledo with my husband when we were
dating was very eye-opening. The city was
segregated by different ethnic groups in a
way I’d never experienced here. There was
a Hungarian Catholic Church, a Polish
Catholic Church and a German Catholic
Church and restaurants and markets for
each group. Florida is just not that way.”
On Christmas Eve, the Jakab family
enjoys a traditional Florida spread of ham,

sweet and mashed potatoes, okra, green
beans or collard greens, macaroni and
cheese or squash casserole with apple,
cherry or pumpkin pie for dessert. But on
Christmas morning, Jakab and her daughters
get up early to whip up goulash in a crockpot
from a recipe obtained from a cookbook
Jakab ordered online from ladies at the
Hungarian Catholic Church in Toledo.
When they return from 4 p.m. Mass at
Assumption Catholic Church, 11-year-old
Lindy starts the dumplings, which take
only 10 minutes to make with a special
spaetzle maker her mother had imported
from Germany.
“Lindy started making them when she
was seven and now, she is a pro,” said Jakab.
“She can do the whole thing from start to
finish. She was so proud to show her
grandpa that she knew how to make
dumplings,” Jakab said.
Although nine-year-old sister Jillian only
assists on the dumplings, this year Jakab
plans to have her begin making traditional
Hungarian filled cookies from her Hungarian
grandmother’s recipe.
Meanwhile, six-year-old Nick would
rather play hockey and stay out of the kitchen,
Jakab said. “Nick isn’t interested in making
them, he just likes to eat them.”

Ginny Stine Romano,
Carolyn “Honey”
Graham and Stacia
Stine Dean hold up
samples of what
the men, women
and children in their
family will be wearing
this Christmas Eve.

Ginny Stine Romano’s family dresses alike each Christmas Eve. From left, Heather, Pierce and
Lee Stine, Ginny Stine Romano and Dick Romano, Holly Dean and Tommy Dean. Carolyn (Honey)
Graham, Stacia Stine Dean and Wallace Stine, Clinton, Ginger and Worth Dean.

Lindy Jakab uses the metal spaetzle maker her
mother ordered from Germany to make Hungarian
dumplings from scratch on Christmas Day.

Lindy Jakab spoons
out dumplings
to go with her
family’s traditional
Hungarian Goulash
on Christmas Day.

Hungarian filled cookies

Dressing alike at Christmas
Members of Ginny Stine Romano’s family would match each other, and the adult
never have to worry about what they are men and women match each other,” Romano
going to wear on Christmas Day.
said. Including her mother, Carolyn
For more than 50 years, the San Marco “Honey” Graham, husband Richard Romano,
interior designer has crafted matching outfits Stacia and Lee and their spouses, Tommy
for her family to wear on Christmas Day and Dean and Heather Stine, grandchildren
she has a special photo album to prove it.
and their significant others, she will dress
“I know it’s an odd tradition, but it is done 18 this Christmas.
with love,” she said.
The real trick is finding matching pieces
Romano started the tradition 53 years in the required sizes,” explained Romano,
ago, when she started sewing matching who begins shopping for the matching
mother and daughter outfits for herself and outfits in July. “I start early so I can find
her daughter Stacia. “My daughter was born enough correct sizes for each item. All the
when I was 18 and in college. We didn’t guys shirts match, and this year they will
have much money and I used to make all have a tartan. The girls will have cashmere
our own clothes,” she said.
sweaters, and of course I will want to coorEach Christmas, Romano fashioned dinate those colors, too. And the younger
twin outfits for herself and Stacia, carefully boys will match each other, but they won’t
coordinating neckties or other accessories match the men,” she said.
for Stacia’s father, ex-husband Ronald
Romano said her Christmas album, where
Stine of St. Nicholas, and her son, Lee. the only photos are of family dressed for
But it was when Stacia got married and Christmas, is one of her most prized possoon had four children in five years that sessions. “Matching outfits is the common
the tradition really took off. “The kids denominator in this album,” she said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 36
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Old fashioned carriage rides
A touch of Norman Rockwell Christmas
spirit – complete with horse-drawn carriage
rides – comes to the San Marco area each
year when Paula Joyner, her good friend of
50 years, Ruth Bragg, and their families host
their annual holiday party Christmas Eve
at Joyner’s Colonial Manor home.
“It’s anything but formal. People go to
early church, people go to late church, and
then they can come any time in the evening
for an open house. I never send an invitation.
It’s always by word of mouth, and yet I get
about 50 people,” Joyner said, adding that
her guests are served soup and sandwiches
and enjoy sipping hot chocolate while sitting
around small fires in her front and back
yards as well taking in the festive atmosphere
of her home and “retro” garage.
A main draw of the party, of course, is
the old-time jingle bell rides provided by
Bieni Boyce of Jacksonville Carriage
Company each year. “We developed a
special kinship with Bieni. She is a delight.
A few years ago, Bieni was so busy with
live nativities at Christmas she asked her
sister, Lisa Boyce, and brother-in-law,
Kevin O’Neill, to manage it. They are like
part of the family and it wouldn’t be
Christmas without them,” said Joyner.

Mary and Anna McManus help prepare for
Paula Joyner’s Christmas party

Joyner got the idea of renting a carriage
on Christmas Eve 30 years ago as a fun
surprise for her husband and sons. After
her husband’s death 25 years ago, she
continued the tradition for many years at
her River Road home, and with help from
Bragg and her husband, Garry, Bragg’s
daughter Gage and her husband, Mark
McManus, and their two daughters, 11-yearold Mary and 9-year-old Anna, Joyner has
kept the tradition going after moving to her
new address on Lakewood Road.
“It gives a place for people to come who
don’t have family.” Joyner said. It’s all really
about the warmth of Christmas. Having
Christmas Eve with our families and friends
around us is the best Christmas gift ever.”

Paula Joyner, Ruth Bragg, Mary McManus, Audrey and Aoife Cain with
Anna McManus enjoy a carriage ride through San Marco

‘Thru Mary’s Eyes’
Mary Coyle Green calls her favorite
family tradition “a moment in the chaos
of life.” It comes during the time between
dinner and opening gifts Christmas Eve,
when her mother, 89-year-old Anna Coyle,
performs the annual 30-minute rendition
of her religious musical, “Thru Mary’s
Eyes,” for her large, extended family.
In the presentation, of which Coyle
composed the music and wrote the lyrics,
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is portrayed as
an older woman retelling the story of
Jesus’s life through word and song in the
way Mary herself might have told early
Christians about the early life, death,
resurrection and ascension of the Lord.
“For us, it is a bringing back of the reason
for the season, to hear about Mary as a
mother and Jesus’ birth,” said Green. “We
all as mothers can tell the story about each
individual child. This tells me that Mary
was a real human and that she did live life
as a mother. It encompasses the things a
mother does to raise a child.”
A concert pianist who has studied piano
since she was seven and attended Peabody
Conservatory of Music in Baltimore,
Maryland, Coyle, a San Marco resident,

y Green, hold a
Anna Coyle and her daughter, Marproduction put on
ical
shofar, which is part of the mus h Christmas.
by Coyle for her family eac

Anna Coyle performs
her musical
production “Thru
Mary’s Eyes.”

has written hundreds of songs and musical
plays since 1979, when her ninth child
was old enough to fend for herself.
In its entirety, a performance of “Thru
Mary’s Eyes” runs approximately 45 minutes,
comprises seven original songs and the use
of a shofar, a ram’s horn, a Jewish instrument
used in ancient rituals. Coyle has been
performed the musical many times during
the past 30 years in churches and other
public venues in Jacksonville, throughout
Florida and the United States.
A member of San Jose Catholic Church,
Coyle abbreviates her private Christmas
Eve version of the play to 30 minutes and
allows family to perform with her. “We
need to keep their attention span,” she
said. Often her daughter, Patricia Coyle
Farrell, will accompany her on the flute
or guitar, while her grandsons or great
grandsons will be tapped to play the three
Kings. Brothers Robin, Logan, and Aaron
Mendenhall played the Magi last year.
“To me it is an interesting insight into
another view of the story. It represents the
ins and outs of the daily life of Mary, Joseph
and Jesus,” she said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 37
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Celebrating Santa’s Day December 6
When Roli Selfors was growing up, he
did not eagerly await Santa’s arrival Christmas
Eve, as American tradition has it, but on
Santa Day, December 6.
In Switzerland, children meet “Samichlaus”
as they call the jolly old fella in Swiss German,
and his companion “Schmutzli,” who dresses
in black, as they emerge from their cottage
in the woods to visit the children in their
homes, he said, noting the man in red never
flies in a reindeer-drawn sleigh, but instead
shuffles through the snow with a donkey.
Santa Day was a method of making sure
Swiss children were well-behaved, Selfors
said. “Normally Santa comes to your home
and tells the kids what they have done good
and what they need to work on. Santa
straightens them out,” he said, noting when
his parents’ were young, bad children were
kidnapped by being put in Schmutzli’s bag
and brought back into the woods. “However,
now it is not so extreme.”
Since he has moved to Florida, the Swiss
native, who with his wife, Karin, has lived
in San Marco for the past five years, does
not look for Santa to visit his children,
12-year-old Shawn and 9-year-old Siena,
according to Swiss tradition. However, his
family does mark the occasion by baking

Siena and Shawn Selfors with Grittibanz

The Selfors family makes Grittibanz for their Dec. 6 celebration

traditional Grittibänz, a slightly sweet, brioche-like bread formed in the shape of a
little man, with raisins for the eyes and nose.
“We bake a kind of special bread for Santa
Day, but since we have moved to the United
States, we don’t celebrate Santa Day the same
way,” Selfors said. “You only celebrate it if
you can see Santa on that day. Here you can
visit Santa for pictures at the Town Center,
and he doesn’t have any other jobs to do.”
Like both Swiss and American families,
the Selfors celebrate Jesus’s birth by exchanging gifts on Christmas Eve and follow
similar American traditions such as putting
up a Christmas tree and enjoying special
treats, he said.

Santa and his helper with Siena and
Shawn Selfors when they were in Switzerland

Shawn Selfors with Santa and his helper in Switzerland

Partying with the ‘hood

Members of the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department join Jerry Davenport at the St. Nicholas Christmas Party.

Darren and Michel Moses with Dennis
and Joanne Ford as Santa and Mrs. Claus

Jerry Davenport and Dennis Ford as Santa

For Darren and Michel Moses, Christmas
means selling luminaria kits and joining
the neighbors for a Christmas bash on Tiber
Avenue in St. Nicholas.
For the past five years, the Tiber Avenue
residents have joined with their neighbors,
Scott Glass, Pam and Dave Hudgens, and
Charles Stevens and his wife to host the
annual St. Nicholas Christmas Party, a
longtime tradition in the historic neighborhood where friends and neighbors gather
on Tiber Avenue to eat chili and potluck
dishes and meet Santa Claus.
Over the years, the Moseses have also
taken on the responsibility of selling luminaria kits in front of their home to
nearly 300 St. Nicholas families from
Holmesdale Road to Mayfair Road. All
money raised from selling the kits goes
to paying for upkeep to the Historic St.
Nicholas Cemetery and landscaping
neighborhood islands, she said.
“It’s become one of the wonderful traditions
we have here in St. Nicholas,” said Michel.
“A group of the same folks come down and
we see them each year. It wouldn’t be
Christmas without our selling the luminaria
kits and going to the holiday party.”

St. Nicholas residents for 21 years, Michel
Moses and her husband frequently attended
the party when it was hosted by Jerry
Davenport on San Mateo Road in years past.
Davenport kept the festive tradition going,
even when the St. Nicholas Preservation
Society folded nearly 20 years ago, and five
years ago, Michel and her husband took it
over to keep the community gathering alive.
“We wanted to meet our neighbors and
continue to have them have an opportunity
to get to know each other,” she said. “A lot
of people have been here for years and
now that we have young families with
children moving in, we wanted it to be
here for each other.”
With the resurgence of SNAP this year,
Alex Varkonda has taken over the organization of selling the luminaria kits at his
house, but the Moseses expect to take their
turn doing the sales.
Denis and Jo Ann Ford dressed as Santa
and Mrs. Claus for many years but have
since relinquished their Santa suits to Linda
and Vince Ferrigno. Supplying the sound
system each year are the Stevens, while
firefighters from Station No. 12 in St. Nicholas
also come over to join in the fun.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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Three Christmases and a Thanksgiving
When the holidays approach, Noel and
Rutledge Liles always head into traveling
mode.
From Thanksgiving, when the entire
extended Liles family gathers together in
Georgia, through New Year’s, the San Marco
couple hits the road in order to celebrate
Christmas three separate times, taking in
the festivities with each of their daughters
and their families.
“It’s a whirlwind time, but it’s a lot of fun,”
said Rutledge Liles. “We dump presents
all along the way, taking a bundle here and
a bundle there, along with plenty of wine
and baked hams. Doing Christmas this
way gives us a pocket of time with each of
the three families by themselves.”
The Liles traditionally spend Thanksgiving
with all their children and grandchildren,
at a 450-acre farm, owned by their oldest
daughter Ashley and her husband, Andrew,
near Sparta, Georgia. “We have honey-baked
ham, fried and roasted turkey with Noel’s
famous dressing that includes raisins, white
wine and sausage,” Rutledge said. “It is also
a time when the men go out deer hunting.”
After Thanksgiving, the Liles return to
San Marco to celebrate their first Christmas

in Miramar with daughter Hillary Almond,
her husband, Eric, and their three children,
Ander, Kathryn and Fenley, on the weekend
before Christmas.
After visiting with the Almonds, they
pack up the car to make their way to
Marietta, Georgia where they spend
Christmas Eve with their youngest daughter,
Stacey Corn, her husband, Zach, and their
children, Addison, Maston, and Owen.
“With Stacey we go to church and she always
makes Beef Wellington,” Rutledge said.
After visiting with Stacey, the Liles make
their way back to Ashley’s farm on December
26 where they hold their third Christmas
with Ashley, Andrew and children Rutty,
Ella and Reid. “We started this when their
children were little because we realized
when the grandkids needed to be in their
own homes for Christmas,” said Noel.
Meanwhile, Hillary and her family make
their way to Cashiers, N.C., to celebrate
Christmas Eve in the Liles’ second home.
After Christmas, Stacey and family join
the Liles and the Almonds in Cashiers in
time to celebrate the Lile’s wedding anniversary, Dec. 28. “We’ll be married 55 years
this year,” Noel said.

The extended Liles family Christmas card: From left, Maston, Stacey, Zach, Addison and Owen Corn with Eric, Ander,
Kathryn, Hillary, and Fenley Almond, Noel and Rutledge Liles, and Ashley, Andrew, Ella, Rutty and Reid Jones.

The Liles began their traveling over the
holidays, taking trips to Europe when
their girls were in college. “When they
got to college, we decided not to give
them stuff. We would plan a trip on
Christmas Day when the planes are empty.
Prior to that we would mail them hints

at school as to where we were going. It
made for a close-knit experience,” Noel
said. “When they were in college, they
didn’t care so much for mom and dad, so
this way we had a captive audience, which
made it fun for Rut and me.”

Holiday plates hold cherished memories

Holiday plates

Lara Patangan’s Christmas
plate collection

The Patangan family:
Pat, Lara, Patrick and Alex

When her children were very young, Lara
Patangan decided to begin a holiday tradition
that would be both useful and fun for her
kids and meaningful to her.
“Since 2005, when my oldest son, Patrick,
was three years old and his brother, Alex,
was nine months, I have been taking
them to Doing Dishes Pottery during the
holiday season. They each paint a plate,
and then they eat their breakfast on it
on Christmas morning,” the St. Nicholas
resident said. “The idea is that they will
eventually each have their own set of
holiday dishes to use with their families.
This year’s plate will be No. 13, so I hope Alex and Patrick Patangan with their 2017 holiday plates
they have big families!”
Patangan said having this tradition has
“I try to display as many plates as I can
allowed her to spend time with her children during the Christmas season, but with
while watching how their artistic skills 24 plates it’s not possible. Still, it’s fun to
progress and how the subject matter changes pick which ones and to take a moment
over each year that they paint.
to remember the different phases and
“When one son was into guitars, he happy moments of my children’s lives,”
painted Santa playing the guitar. Another she continued.
time, my son wrote his line from his first“Even though this started as a fun activity
grade Christmas play,” she recalled, noting for the kids when they were small, it has
the plates are among her most prized really grown into a meaningful tradition,
possessions and that when her boys are at least for their mama! They have been
grown, they may have to bring their families good sports about it, and that’s the best gift
to her house if they want to use them.
they can give me.”

Get your home

Holiday Ready!
Every Item Thoroughly Cleaned
Rebuild, repair or create the
dock of your dreams. If you’re
seeking a quality job that’s
executed properly — on time
and without delay.

Call for an estimate today!

904.509.3377
legacyofjacksonville@gmail.com

DOCKS
DECKS
BULKHEADS
BOAT LIFTS
BOAT HOUSES
AND MORE…
LICENSED &
INSURED

Linda’s Home Cleaning
20 years experience

904-993-5247
Ow ner Oper ated • Licensed & I nsur ed
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– In Memoriam –

James Horner Winston
October 31, 1933 to September 19, 2018

Jacksonville has
the U.S. Navy to
thank for bringing
one of the biggesthearted philanthropists to Northeast
Florida, which has
benefited greatly
from the leadership
and generosity of
James H. Winston,
who passed away Sept. 19, 2018, just weeks
shy of his 85th birthday.
Born in Raleigh, North Carolina on
October 31, 1933 to the late Robert Watson
Winston Jr. and Anne McKimmon Winston,
he was valedictorian of his 1951 graduating
class at Virginia Episcopal High School
and earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in three years from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.
In 1954 Winston entered Naval Officers
Candidate School and, during that time,
married Mary Burgman Winston, his wife
of 54 years who passed away January 13,
2009. After retiring from the Navy in early
1958, the Winstons remained in Jacksonville,
where they raised two children, Mary
“Kimmie” McKimmon Winston and Dr.
James “Jimbo” H. Winston Jr.
Winston’s 60-year business career included real estate investing and development
with the Charter Company, and the Barnett
Winston Company, which developed the
Ritz Carlton on Amelia Island.
Well-known among the ranks of civic and
business leaders, Winston was tapped for
service on many nonprofit boards. One of
the earliest he joined was the Episcopal
School of Jacksonville’s Board of Trustees
in 1970, on which he served until 1976. He
served as a trustee again in 1985 until 1989.
Winston was named a Trustee Emeritus,
the highest honor Episcopal can give to one
of its former trustees and, in 2017, Episcopal
dedicated its head of school office, named
Winston House, in his honor.
“Episcopal has had few champions like
Jim Winston. From the beginning, he was
very involved in the school’s founding and
especially supportive during the challenging
early years of the school. Jim has connected

our leadership with his vast network of
friends and associates, bringing new families,
financial contributions and resources to
campus. He has even led tours of the school
himself !” said The Rev. Adam Greene,
Head of School.
For more than 20 years, Winston served
on the board of the YMCA, as Chair in 1985
and later chairman of its capital fund drive.
The new YMCA on Riverside Avenue was
named the Winston Family YMCA in
recognition of the Winston family’s contribution to its success over the decades.
“Jim cared deeply for both the Y and the
city. He really understood the impact the
Y has on the community. That’s what drove
his involvement in our important work for
more than 50 years,” said Eric K. Mann,
president and CEO of the First Coast YMCA.
“How incredibly fitting that his name graces
the Winston Family YMCA, a place that’s
welcoming to all and serves as a shining
example of the good that can happen when
a community comes together. His YMCA
family will certainly miss him, but every
day we will honor his legacy through the
lives we transform in Jacksonville and across
the First Coast.”
Winston is survived by longtime family
friend and wife, Jeanne Bass Winston,
who grew up with his first wife, Mary,
during summers in North Carolina. “Jim
loved Jacksonville and was so concerned
that I would love it as much has he did,”
said Jeanne, who lived in Ft. Lauderdale
before marrying Jim. “Nobody could sell
Jacksonville better than he did.”
Winston is also survived by Jeanne’s
children, Brett Bass (Caroline), Dr. Brian
Bass (Susie), and Dr. Brenda Bass (Ken),
and grandchildren Hana and Leo Mason
and Aiden and Hunter Winston, as well as
nieces and nephews.
“I grew up with the Winstons but didn’t
realize how special Mr. Winston was until
I was older and saw how much he cared
about people. He had sparkle in his eyes,
an inner light,” said Anne Burpee Rain, of
Ortega. “He shared his warmth with every
person he spoke with because he genuinely
cared. Many of us will miss his twinkle
and his smile.”

CUSTOM JEWELRY
JEWELRY REPAIR
PEARL RESTRINGING
APPRAISALS

H OL IDAY SP ECIAL
V AL ID TH ROU G H

DEC. 2 0

One Year

Yoga Den Membership

$649

(Valid at one studio)
AV ON DAL E
3 6 53 St Jo h n s Ave 3 2 2 05
Y o g a - De n . co m

“Nobody could sell
Jacksonville
better than he did.”
— Jeanne Bass Winston

Happy Holidays

from our Deluxe family to yours,
we appreicate your business!
• Shoe Repair
• Alterations
• Rug Cleaning
Your Next Dry Cleaning order of $25.00! • Wedding Gown Preservation
Coupon must be presented with incoming order.
• Luggage & Handbags
Offer Expires December 31, 2018
• Window Treatments

20% OFF

Ask about our FREE
pick-up & delivery service!

We do wash and fold
(6 lb. minimum)

Two Neighborhood Locations 4312 Herschel St. or 2255 Oak St. | 387-0415
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THE WAY WE WERE: HARRY & PHYLLIS GEIGER
A Diplomate, American Board of
Orthodontics, Dr. Harry Lawrence (“H.L.”)
Geiger has earned his wings as one of the
nation’s top orthodontists, having served
as president of the Northeast District Dental
Association and chairman of several Councils
for the Florida Dental Association. During
his nearly five decades of fashioning straight
teeth and bright smiles, Dr. Geiger has
always gone above and beyond…seeking
new and innovative procedures for his
patients; reaching out to educate and encourage youth in the community about
better dental hygiene. One example of his
dedicated outreach was the early role he
played as project director of a major dental
exhibit in the Medical Dental Science Wing
of the Jacksonville Children’s Museum (now
MOSH), which was toured with great enthusiasm by elementary students from
throughout Duval County and beyond.

Phyllis Lockwood and Dr. H. L. Geiger wed April 8, 1989 at All
Saints Episcopal in San Marco.

Married to Phyllis Lockwood Geiger,
founder of Peterbrooke Chocolatier, the
versatile Dr. Geiger has also earned his
wings as a licensed commercial pilot and
real estate broker who, although he now
calls himself “retired,” maintains his credentials in all his specialties. Recently, still
licensed by the State of Florida, he took
over the practice of a fellow orthodontist
who was temporarily incapacitated.
“Orthodontics is a beautiful, creative
profession,” declared Geiger. “Using your
hands and mind, you have the privilege of
helping people improve their appearance
and thus, their psyche.”
Creativity runs in the family, on both
sides. Phyllis Lockwood Geiger has the
all-American entrepreneurial spirit in her
blood. Born in Westchester, New York, her
ancestry goes back to the founding fathers
of the nation, including Major Ebenezer
Lockwood, a courageous hero of the
Revolutionary War and founder of Pound
Ridge, New York.
When Phyllis was 5 years old, she and
her sister, Isabelle (“Izzie”), age 8, lost their
beloved mother, Phyllis Ticehurst Mulligan
Lockwood, to breast cancer. Their father,

Howard Alsop Lockwood, Jr., remarried,
moving his family to Darien, Connecticut,
where Phyllis was destined to become the
first female lifeguard for the Darien Red
Cross at Pear Tree Point Beach.
She credits her pioneering pluck and
tenacity to her late mother, a beautiful
socialite who sang in French, said prayers
with her two daughters every night, and
taught them the Lord’s Prayer and the 23rd
Psalm. “Our mother was a Mulligan, her
family from Banbridge, Ireland,” said Phyllis.
“We inherited our Irish resiliency and sense
of humor from her.”
A student at the prestigious boarding
school, Williston Northampton School
(WNS) in Easthampton, Massachusetts,
Phyllis earned a reputation as an innovative
scholar and a spirited prankster. Under her
photo in her senior yearbook at WNS was
the prophetic line, “Everything is sweetened
by risk.”
As a single mother in 1983, Phyllis took
the “sweet risk” of apprenticing herself to
a European Chocolatier in New York, being
trained in the European method, and
founding Peterbrooke Chocolatier (named
after her son, Peter, and her daughter, Brooke).
She opened her first store in San Marco.
Two years later, the intrepid entrepreneur
partnered with Karen Glenn and T. Wayne
Davis to open Café Carmon in San Marco.
Peterbrooke Chocolatier, during the past
30-plus years, has become a basic holiday
expression of love in Northeast Florida and
beyond – with baskets, boxes and gift assortments of specialties such as peppermint
bark, hand-dipped graham crackers, assorted
reindeer pops, and, the most popular item,
Peterbrooke’s chocolate-covered popcorn,
being shipped all around the United States.

Phyllis with Peter and Brooke

The legendary chocolate popcorn story
is just one of many inventive steps Phyllis
Lockwood Geiger has taken during her
long and successful career. As a new shop
owner in 1983, having sunk everything
she had into her limited and expensive
chocolate inventory, Phyllis was unprepared
to join the other San Marco merchants as
they handed out free samples during their
neighborhood holiday festival. She had

BY SUSAN D. BRANDENBURG
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Dr. H. L. and Phyllis Lockwood Geiger and their Beechcraft Bonanza

to come up with an inexpensive solution
– and fast! Rushing next door to the San
Marco Theater, she returned with a large
bag of buttery popcorn and dribbled a bit
of milk chocolate on it. The rest, as they
say, is history.
Even before marrying this imaginative,
adventurous woman nearly 30 years ago,
Dr. Harry L. Geiger was known in San
Marco as a highly-respected professional
and a man about town who enjoyed the
excitement and adventure of piloting his
own plane during his leisure hours. A
longtime member of the Aircraft Owners
and Pilots Association (AOPA) as well
as the American Bonanza Society, Dr.
Geiger has owned several single-engine
Beechcraft Bonanzas. He has flown them
both for business and pleasure, to a dental
lab in Savannah, delivering Peterbrooke
chocolate popcorn to their stores in
Winter Park, Orlando or, for the pure
pleasure of it, to their vacation home in
Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas.
With the easy, amiable relationship of a
long-married, loving couple as well as
mutually respectful business partners, the
Geigers sit at their kitchen table, joking
about Phyllis co-piloting many of the
business flights to Orlando. There, chocolate-covered popcorn would regularly be
shared with the tower and those on the
ground at the private airport, creating great
anticipation when the Geiger Bonanza
would be spotted in the air. Upon their
approach to the tower, the question, “Is
Mrs. G. aboard?” would usually be answered
in the affirmative by Dr. Geiger, “Yes, the
Supreme Commander is here, and the
co-pilot is executing all duties flawlessly.”
“I’ve been around airplanes all my life,”
said Geiger, who grew up in Cleveland,
Ohio, which served as an arsenal during

HELP
IN
HELP
HELP IN
IN
THE
THEYARD
AND
AND
THE
YARD
THE
AND
YARD AND
AROUND
AROUND
AROUND
YOUR
YOUR
YOUR
HOME!
HOME!
HOME!

World War II. “My dad had a pilot friend,
after the war, who would take me flying
and hand me the controls. I learned to be
apprehensive but never fearful. I learned
the importance of concentrating 100
percent on the task at hand. That knowledge
has served me well in the air as well as in
my professional life.”

Harry Geiger, project director of the Jacksonville Children’s
Museum, shown here with Doris Whitmore, museum
director, at a dental exhibit in 1973.

Receiving his B.S. and D.M.D. degrees
from Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, and his master’s degree in the
specialty of orthodontics from the State
University of New York at Buffalo, Dr.
Geiger was a captain in the United States
Army Dental Corps when he took the State
of Florida Dental Examination at the old
Seminole Hotel in Jacksonville. “At the
time, there was no school of dentistry in
Florida and the exam was so difficult that
only 50 percent of us passed,” he said,
adding that he decided then to put down
his roots in Florida, taking the risk of
leaving his hometown in Ohio and opening
CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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his new practice in Jacksonville in 1968,
despite the fact that he knew no one.
It was when he opened a satellite office
in the Baymeadows area in 1984 that Dr.
Geiger became a San Marco resident and
got to know that pretty chocolatier, Phyllis
Lockwood. On April 8, 1989, when they
were married at All Saints Episcopal Church,
Phyllis’s son, Peter, was 15, and her daughter,
Brooke, 11. The family lived on River Road
in San Marco for the next 10 years. During
that time, Phyllis often visited her mentor
and friend, Calligrapher Bobbi Yoffee, who
lived in a home on the St. Johns River that
had received an award from the American
Institute of Architects for outstanding
design by noted architect Bob Broward.
“Someday, I hope to have a view like this,”
Phyllis told Yoffee, never realizing that her
“someday” would come to fruition when
the Yoffees put the house up for sale in
1999 and the Geigers bought it. Daily, Phyllis
remembers her late friend, Bobbi Yoffee,
with great affection as she works in the
same home office where Bobbi produced
her beautiful calligraphy for Café Carmon
and Peterbrooke Chocolatier.
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Surrounded by bits and pieces of their
professional careers, Phyllis and H.L. are
relishing retirement while still youthful
enough to pursue their many interests,
which include cooking, gardening, swimming, antiquing, flying, socializing and
traveling. H.L. regularly volunteers as an
ambassador at the Jacksonville International
Airport, and Phyllis, still active with the
North Florida Republican Party, also gives
occasional speeches in support of Small
Business Development, specifically at UNF.
She is currently working on her bucket list
book, “A Life Sweetened by Risk.”
Now that their mother has retired from
her storied career as a chocolatier, both

H.L. and Phyllis Lockwood Geiger and grandson, Daniell Lockwood Behringer,
fishing last summer in Tampa Bay with Capt. Joel Brandenburg.

Peter Behringer and his sister, Brooke Joyner

“Everything is
sweetened
by risk.”
— Phyllis Lockwood

Phyllis and H. L. Geiger in retirement

Peter and Brooke are carrying on her
legacy. Daughter Brooke is passionate
about chocolate and owns the Atlantic
Beach Peterbrooke Store. She has also
started a popular cookie company called
“Brookie’s Cookies.” After graduating from
Rollins College, son Peter Behringer
trained professionally in the science of
confections, which goes far beyond
chocolate. His “Sweet Pete’s” has become
a national success story, with Peter and
his wife, Allison, partnering with Marcus
Lemonis, The Profit on NBC, several
years ago. However, according to Phyllis,
the sweetest achievement of her son Peter
and his wife Allison, by far, was the birth
of her grandson, Daniell Lockwood
Behringer, now 15.
Daniell (the double “l” after his
great-grandmother Mamie Prince Daniell
Lockwood), loves spending time with his
grandparents and shares the joy of fishing
with his grandfather, H. L., having fished
recently at Mosquito Lagoon in Indian
River, Florida and in Tampa Bay with
Capt. Joel Brandenburg of Ana Banana
Fishing Company. Already a traveler, an
adventurer and avid outdoorsman, young
Daniell has illustrious ancestry that can
be traced back to America’s Revolutionary
War, and a family heritage of courageous
risk-takers who were richly rewarded for
their entrepreneurial spirit. His future,
especially under the loving tutelage of
his grandparents, Phyllis Lockwood Geiger
and Dr. H. L. Geiger, is destined to be
one of sweet success.

A unique place to be
Supported throughout your care journey.
When you and your loved one need a little extra
support, turn to River Garden’s premier Adult Day
program. Available Monday – Friday and staffed by
caring professionals, the Adult Day program provides
a safe place for seniors experiencing cognitive
impairment. The Adul t Day program offers a variety
of ability-specific activities to stimulate mind, body
and spirit. For caregivers, a monthly support group

www.rcmdds.com

Dedicated to helping you maintain your health
and your beautiful smile for many years to come.
Richard C. Mullens
DDS

provides fellowship and encouragement.

James H. Nguyen
DMD

Comprehensive
General Dentistry,
Rehabilitative and
Cosmetic services

Learn more about the Adul t Day
Care Program at River Garden.
Visit rivergarden.org or call (904 ) 260 -1818.

904-399-3163 | 3215 Hendricks Ave Ste. 1 Jax, FL 32207 | appointments@rcmdds.com
RGSS-18-001 River Garden Senior Ser vices - Resident News San Marco Ad 4C 4.917”x 11.942”
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Chilly morning makes for
a good ‘running’ start
On the first really chilly day of autumn,
Ortega United Methodist Church hosted
the 6th Annual Ryan’s Run – a 5K Run/
Walk, in memory of Ryan Perry. All proceeds
from the Nov. 3 event directly benefit the
Ryan D. Perry Endowment at OUMC, and
the church’s goal of growing children’s
ministries in the community.
A contingent of runners from Riverside
Presbyterian Day School ran in the one-mile
fun run through the tree-line streets of Old
Ortega. Following the 5K, 127 participants
plus family and supporters gathered for the
post-race celebration, including food, refreshments, and family-friendly games and
bounce houses.
The first run, held in 2012 two months
after the 10-year-old Ryan’s death in a
playground accident, was part of McKenzie’s
Run but the next year Ryan’s Run was established as its own race. Thus far the endowment has funded the church’s Life Center,
where a variety of exercise and fitness classes
are held and open to the public.

Delaney and Erika Glas, who placed second in top three
female overall and 11th in order of finish

Laura Perry, Elizabeth Perry, Ines Hines, Gloria Martinez, George and Deirdre Bolter

Kathryn Gay with son Maddux

Katherine and Abigail Naugle

Sarah Cotchaleovitch with sons Peter, who placed fourth in
Male 10 & Under, and Ian

Peyton and Allie Martin

Kenneth Harland placed second in top three male overall and
second in order of finish and his sister, Katherine, placed first
in top three female overall and ninth in order of finish

Get some Holiday Green!
BRING IN YOUR PRESENTS FROM HOLIDAYS
PAST AND WE’LL GIVE YOU HOLIDAY CASH!
Why trust your valuables to an out of town stranger? Don’t bargain with a wanna
be coin dealer at a tradeshow, on the internet, or at a pop-up retailer. Trust a
reliable resource that’s been serving the community for over 40 years. We have a
reputation to uphold, that’s why we value your business and treat you right!

WE BUY, SELL
AND TRADE

Gold,
Gold, silver,
silver,
diamonds,
diamonds,
jewelry,
jewelry, watches,
watches,
guns,
guns, knives,
knives,
currency,
currency, stamps
stamps
and
and much
much more.
more.

Bank and House Calls Available for Large
Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”

www.A-Coin.com | 904.733.1204 | 6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32217 | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm
WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS. A-COIN IS
KNOWN WORLDWIDE, AND OUR INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS ASSURE YOU OF SELLING TO THE COMPANY WITH THE WIDEST CLIENTELE OF ANY OTHER. WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST CASH PRICES. PLEASE NOTE... THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO SELL.. NO CHARGE FOR OUR EXPERTS TO EVALUATE YOUR TREASURES. MINIMUM PURCHASES APPLY.
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Eagle Scout strives to tidy up historic cemetery
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By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Under the leadership of prospective Eagle
Scout Will Weinbecker of St. Nicholas, the
Historic St. Nicholas Cemetery got a
much-needed spruce up Nov. 4 thanks to
the efforts of Boy Scout Troop 106 from
Assumption Catholic Church and more
than 20 neighborhood residents.
A sophomore at Bishop Kenny, Weinbecker
lives within shouting distance of the
historic grave site. He said he selected the
cemetery clean-up project in order to
perform a valuable community service.
“There are graves here from the 1800s, and
there are not a lot of people here to take
care of the gravestones,” he said. “I think
a bunch of people who are buried here
are from this area, so it is kind of nice to
give back in this way. Three years ago, I
needed service hours for my school and
I was in here raking leaves. It was then I
saw in what disrepair this place is. When
I needed to do my Eagle project, I figured
this place needed some work.”
After consulting with Kay Ellen Gilmour,
a St. Nicholas resident who has informally
looked after the cemetery for more than
20 years, Weinbecker said in addition to
using able workers from his troop, he also
called for neighborhood help by posting
a request for assistance on the St. Nicholas
neighborhood Facebook page. Many nearby
residents showed up to assist, including
Jim Williams, who recalled he was a Boy
Scout in the early 1960s.
“I’ve done cemetery cleanup here for 19
years,” said Williams, who arrived with his
chainsaw. “Be prepared is my motto, and
when the hurricane comes, I am prepared.”
Weinbecker’s project consisted of using
Wet & Forget, a liquid chemical cleaner
to dissolve algae, moss, mildew and mold
from the old headstones and stone walls.
He and his helpers also picked up sticks
and trimmed back vines growing along
the fences. “We will clean every gravestone.
I expect to be finished today,” he said.
The last time a Boy Scout cleaned up the
Historic St. Nicholas Cemetery as his Eagle
project was in 1987, when Rob Heekin Jr.
of St. Nicholas cleaned up the area and
catalogued as many of the graves as he could.
“It was a jungle here at that time,” said
Heekin’s father, Rob, who currently serves
as an assistant scoutmaster for the troop.
Scoutmaster Tim Wilkinson said Weinbecker’s
project was “wonderful,” and very timely.
“This place has been in need of work for a
while,” he said. “And it is great that it is in
the Eagle Scout’s neighborhood.”

Scout Leader Tim Wilkinson, Patrick Patangan, Bradley Mann, Tripp Heekin, Brett Hale, Cameron Oliver, Ty Oliver,
Will Weinbecker, Charlie Lawrence, Carson Mann, Alex Patangan and Eagle Scout Advisor Rob Heekin
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Students participate in
seasonal food drive

Left, front to back: Emma Ruth Ferguson, Olivia Clontz,
Kathryn Arrowsmith, Isabella Villano, Alexandra Unger and
Chloe Barron; right: Jake Officer, Evan Raynor, Carl Ferbrache,
Adam Enoch, Levi Pietschker and Antonio Kirkland Jr.

Riverside Presbyterian Day School
sixth-grade students helped pack a
trailer full of food on Nov. 15 to deliver
to Downtown Ecumenical Services
Council (DESC). Over $7,000 worth
of items were collected school-wide
during the two-week food drive. All
the food collected for DESC will help
to provide to those in need throughout
the holiday season.

Episcopal alumni flock to
homecoming

Prospective Eagle Scout Will Weinbecker demonstrates how to clean a gravestone in the Historic St. Nicholas Cemetery with
Wet & Forget as his fellow Boy Scouts watch.

Cristi Skeels, Class of ’91, with husband, Warren, and
children, Ellie and Clancy

Ginger and Bunker McClendon trim the bushes near the Historic St. Nicholas Cemetery sign while Beth Pavlicberry looks on
during a clean-up day that was part of neighbor Will Weinbecker’s Eagle Scout project Nov. 4.

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville
welcomed nearly 300 alumni and their
families back to campus for Homecoming
on Nov. 2. Despite the rain, alumni
enjoyed a barbeque and reception.
The dinner was catered by The Bearded
Pig, owned by Michael Schmidt,
Episcopal Class of 1996. Episcopal
hosted Bishop Kenny at Jangro Stadium
but was not victorious.

FROM OUR PETERBROOKE FAMILY TO YOURS.
OVER 14 NORTHEAST FLORIDA LOCATIONS
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San Jose Episcopal Day
School campus swells
with grandparents
On a typical day, the campus of San
Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS) hosts
just under 300 students, faculty and staff.
On November 9, the campus population
nearly doubled on SJEDS’ annual
Grandparents Day.
“Grandparents Day is a unique opportunity
to welcome families and friends on our
campus and showcase our school,” said
Caitlin O’Keefe, director of education and
curriculum. “Our students are excited to
share their knowledge with their grandparents. By the time our sixth-graders
graduate from SJEDS, they are confident
leaders and passionate learners. That’s
why Grandparents Day is so important.
It underscores the entire family’s commitment to education, which is critical to
student success” O’Keefe remarked.
Students invited their family members
or special friends to join them at their
classroom and participate in other activities

Fourth-grader Liam D’Arienzo raises his hand
during a Jeopardy-style game.

Paraguayan student orchestra performs at Douglas Anderson

Student musicians from Paraguay play instruments made from trash.

Sisters Elyse and Lauren Farquharson enjoyed having
their grandparents tour the campus.

on campus. Visitors tested their knowledge
with Jeopardy-style games, interacted with
hands-on STEAM activities, and participated in interviews about their own elementary school experiences. The fine arts
department was featured throughout the
campus, including art displays and drama,
piano and choral performances.
After visiting their student’s classroom,
both visitors and students were able to have
some fun with two photobooths strategically
placed across campus. It was also the final
day of the week-long SJEDS Scholastic
Book Fair. Students were able to make
purchases that will both foster their love
for reading and benefit the school.
“I had an amazing time sharing my
school with my grandparents!” said Lila
Weaver, a sixth-grade student. “I loved
learning more about my grandparents
with the activities we did.” Weaver continued, “My favorite part was showing
them everything we’ve been learning in
science class and they loved my cell model
made out of clay!”

Their town is full of garbage. Their school
is situated by a landfill. All of their instruments are made of trash, yet the music
performed by high school students from
Cateura, Paraguay, was beautiful.
In November, the Paraguayan students
of the Landfill Harmonic Orchestra visited
the orchestra classes at Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts, and played their homemade instruments.
“Our students can’t afford professional instruments,” explained Favio Chavez, the
Landfill orchestra director, “so they make them

out of the garbage they find in the landfill.”
Chavez described for the DA students
how his kids were able to fashion a violin
out of oven trays found in the landfill.
The DA students had a chance to interact
with the Paraguayan youngsters and play
the handmade instruments.
“Our students were inspired by the dedication and commitment of the South
American students to make music,” said
Brian Griffin, chair of the Orchestra
Department at Douglas Anderson. “It truly
is a testimony to the human spirit.”

Heritage Feast celebrates neighborhood’s diversity
For over 15 years, fourth-grade students
at Hendricks Avenue Elementary School
have celebrated diversity with a Heritage
Feast. During this special meal, each student
contributes a dish that is special or unique
to their family. Parents and grandparents
were invited to participate in this treasured
lunch Nov. 20. “It is one of our favorite
days of the year because students and their
families showcase traditions and share
family favorite recipes with a thankful sense
of community,” said Joy Kettel, a teacher
at the school.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary School Teachers Joy Kettel
and Patrice Henderson with their fourth-grade class at the
Heritage Feast

“ THRILLING,

SPECTACULAR &
UNFORGETTABLE”
The New York Times

Grades 6 through 12 with changing or changed voices

Christmas at the
Cathedral
Christmas Eve

Monday, December 24 - 4, 6 & 11 p.m.

Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 25 - 10:30 a.m.

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Monday, December 31 - 5 p.m.

NEW Cathedral
Bookstore & Gift Shop
NOW OPEN for Christmas shopping
Jewelry, Ornaments, Nativities, Angels and More!

THE MUSICAL PHENOMENON

JANUARY 22-27
TIMES-UNION CENTER

fscjartistseries.org
(904) 632-5000

221 E Church Street

now auditioning!

VISIT YoungMenschorusjax.org
OR CALL 353.1636, ext.1
NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org
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Cold weather underscores
all-too-real homeless
experience for youth
Vowing “no matter the temperature or
weather,” Family Promise’s major fundraiser,
Cardboard City was held Nov. 16 at Southside
United Methodist Church as temperatures
plunged into the 40s, giving participants a
true taste of what the homeless in Jacksonville
encounter each winter.
Individuals, families or groups spent the
chilly night in cardboard boxes, tents and
cars to raise awareness of the number of
homeless families in the community and
to raise money for Family Promise of
Jacksonville. More than 3,300 students in
Jacksonville are homeless.
Elizabeth McClure, a sixth-grader at The
Bolles School, is a newcomer to the South
Jacksonville Presbyterian Church youth
group and thought the event would be a
good introduction as well as raise awareness
about homeless students.

Youth from South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church: Eleanor
King, Andrew Moseley, Trenton Orr, Jack Stephens, Viki
Wood, Elizabeth McClure, and Wendi Orr, chaperone.
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Florida Ballet dancers raise awareness for shelter pets

Cooper Hayman, a sophomore at Episcopal School of
Jacksonville and a member of Southside Methodist
Church, constructs an igloo as his temporary cardboard
home. “This is a good way to raise awareness about the
homeless,” he said.

“I also wanted to experience and relate to
the ongoing issue of homeless in the community,” said Trenton Orr, a member of the
same youth group and a junior at Episcopal
School of Jacksonville.
New to the event this year was the Social
Services Maze, an interactive experience
staffed by the students of Florida State
College Jacksonville through the Center of
Civic Engagement. Participants were given
a scenario and navigated through a series
of stations to get the resources needed to
move out of homelessness and into shelter
and jobs.
Family Promise of Jacksonville collaborates
with 18 local congregations, multiple social
service organizations and 800 volunteers
to help homeless families return to self-sufficiency by obtaining employment and
permanent housing.

Student-athletes commit to colleges

Hunter Barco, Patrick Libby, Ben Foltz, Alex Hastings, Charles Hicks,
Dylan Lageman, Chase Rivera, Cade Black, Paul DeGrado and Cobi López Miró

Ten student-athletes were honored Nov. to Davidson College, and Lakewood resident
14 at The Bolles School for committing to Chase Rivera to the United States Naval
a particular college or university to continue Academy. Cade Black committed to Trinity
their athletic and academic careers.
University for men’s golf, and for men’s
Committing for baseball were Hunter swimming Epping Forest resident Paul
Barco of Ortega to the University of Florida DeGrado committed to the University of
and Patrick Libby of Goodby’s Creek to Texas while San Jose resident Cobi López
Furman University. For men’s cross country/ Miró chose Virginia Tech.
track and field, Ben Foltz committed to
Two more college commitment cereGeorge Washington University; Alex monies will be held at Bolles this school
Hastings to the University of Chicago; year – February and April 2019 – to
Ortega resident Charles Hicks to Stanford recognize additional student-athletes as
University; Dylan Lageman of Beauclerc they commit to colleges.

San Jose Episcopal Day School provides
an intimate learning environment where
teachers help each individual identify their
own unique talents and strengths.
With a balanced approach that is nurturing
yet challenging, each child can reach their
fullest potential, however high that may be.
Come see for yourself why an education at
SJEDS is an investment in a brighter future.
017 W I N N E R •
•2

7 WinneR
201

7 WINNER
201

|

Pre-K 3 through 6th grade

7423 San Jose Blvd. · 904-733-0352 · www.sjeds.org
SJEDS welcomes qualified applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6 without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin. Accredited by FCIS, FKC, SACS and the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.

Taking advantage of a social media
trend, dancers of the Florida Ballet
Conservatory took time from their rigorous
schedule to visit the City of Jacksonville’s
Animal Care and Protective Service facility
on Forest Avenue to pose with shelter
dogs and kittens.
Many dancers post photos of themselves
in pose with their own pets, but Riverside
resident Amina Kolenc, a senior at the
Florida Ballet Conservatory and co-president of the National Honor Society for
Dance Arts with San Marco resident Clio
Chazan-Gabbard, decided to add a charity
twist to the trend.
Kolenc coordinated with nine other
dancers, a photographer who is also a
dancer, and the shelter for late afternoon
photo session on Nov. 16. “Dancers being
photographed with their pets has become
a trend on social media, mostly Facebook
and Instagram,” said Kolenc’s mother, Alisa.
“It was a chance to see a personal and fun
side to the dancers, who usually are
photographed in such a serious and
professional-style fashion.”
The Florida Ballet will be able to use the
photos to recognize the work of their

Clio Chazan-Gabbard and Amina Kolenc pose with Capella,
available for adoption at Animal Care and Protective Services.

Honor Society. The dancers will be able
to use the photos in their own social medias.
And, most importantly, the ACPS will be
able to use the photos to promote adoptions
from their shelter and to bring awareness
to the work they do there, said Alisa Kolenc.
Prior to a mega-adoption event Nov.
29-Dec. 1, there were 592 animals at ACPS,
305 dogs and 287 cats and kittens.

Members of the Florida Ballet Conservatory at Animal Care and Protective
Services (Photo by Samantha Barcia, a Florida Ballet student)

Susannah Goodwin strikes a pose with
a kitten. (Photo by Samantha Barcia, a
Florida Ballet student)

46 |

Jr. RESIDENTS |

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | DECEMB ER 201 8

R E SID E NT C OM M UNI TY NEWS

Annual tree lot funds student field trip to nation’s capital
The Hendricks Avenue Elementary Tree
Lot celebrates 25 years as a neighborhood
tradition. The lot, located on the southeast
corner of the campus, will be open evenings
and weekends through Wednesday, Dec. 19.
“The tree lot has become a beloved
tradition in San Marco. Families love the
idea of supporting young people earning
a once in lifetime trip to Washington,
D.C.,” said Kate Hurst.
In fact, the tree lot was started 25 years
ago by Richard Jordan, father of a safety
patrol member, as a way to help fifth-grade
students earn the trip to D.C. Throughout
the years, it has funded trips for students
who would not otherwise have been able
to afford the trip.
In addition to trees of various sizes,
wreaths and poinsettias are also available.

HAE Ambassadors Cheyenne Rodriguez and Liv Baggs

Students learn Australia’s
more than Crocodile Dundee
Hendricks Avenue Elementary School
students celebrated Australia during
Cultural Arts Week Nov. 12-16. Each year
the school spends one week in November
immersed in all aspects of a foreign country.
In the past, students have learned about
France, Japan, and Brazil. This year’s events
included a performance by Didgeridoo
Down Under, demonstrating the horn
instrument created by the Aboriginal
people and used over 60,000 years ago in
Australia. Students colored boomerangs
and enjoyed tasting ANZAC biscuits. They
learned that the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) was established during World War I, and wives
and women’s groups sent the biscuits to

Students celebrate the saints in annual tradition

Surrounded by eighth-grade students on All Saints’ Day are Father Fred Parke (left) and Bishop Felipe J. Estévez.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary students create dot paintings.

soldiers abroad. Students also created art
inspired by the dot paintings that are
internationally recognized as unique to
the Australian Aboriginals.

Assumption Catholic School celebrated
an annual tradition that began when the
Servant Sisters from the Home of the Mother
joined the St. Nicholas-based campus in
2006. Instead of wearing a Halloween
costume to school on Oct. 31, students
wear a costume the next day on All Saints’
Day. They are asked to pick a saint they
relate to and the older grades do more
research and sometimes papers on their
chosen saints. Bishop Felipe Estévez came
to visit the eight-grade class to hear about
their saints and to spend time with them,
as this is their year of Holy Confirmation.
Sixth-grade student Claire Kelleter is part of
the Ecology Elective and it was her turn to do
the morning watering on All Saints’ Day.

Nov. 29

2018

to

Dec. 28
PRESENTED BY

Dec. 7-9
Dec. 14 - Jan. 5
Closed Christmas Day

by the Jacksonville Historical Society

25 Days of Gingerbread!

The Gingerbread Extravaganza, a local
holiday tradition, showcases
gingerbread and confection creations
by amateurs and professionals.
Often called the “most creative art
show in Jacksonville.”
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Come in for a tour!
In Jacksonville
For ages 2 -12

Avondale Tinseltown
Tinseltown
42749726
Herschel
St.
9726
Touchton
Touchton Rd. #111 Rd. #111
904.387.8602
904.683.4554
904.683.4554
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Scholastic chessmen finish strong in area tourneys

Susan Norris (Mimi) and Torrie Grelle (Grammy) with
their granddaughters Zoe and Kara Rose Norris

Students share school
day with grandparents,
special friends
The Riverside Presbyterian Day
School campus was full of excitement
Oct. 25 with one of its longest standing
traditions – Grandparents and Special
Friends Day. Guests were treated to a
special chapel service with musical
performances by several grade levels.
They also visited with their grandchildren in their classrooms to read books,
play, and check out many of their
projects and assignments.

West Jones with his
grandmother, Leslie Jones

Dr. Meera Oza with her
grandson, Jahan Oza

Several San Marco students from area
schools took home awards during two recent
scholastic chess tournaments in Jacksonville.
Hendricks Avenue Elementary School,
which always puts forward strong competition,
carried home gold in the K-5 division at
the National Chess Day Tournament at the
Museum of Science and History Oct. 13.
Playing for HAE were Lux Wichterman,
Catherine Shore and Ava MacDowell.
In addition to hosting the tournament
where 12 Northeast Florida teams competed,
MOSH also had 20 unique chess sets on
display, including a larger than life set with
chess pieces over three feet tall, said HAE
Coach George Foote, noting students were
also able to build their own chess sets at
the event.
Several San Marco students from area
schools also performed well at the Greenwood
Open Chess Tournament Nov. 3. Twelve
teams comprised of 68 competitors participated in the event, which took place at
Greenwood School in Arlington.
HAE’s K-2 team, comprised of Liam
Drake, Braden Keiter, Chase Lockamy,
Peter Dulay and Austin Spann, won its
division, while Julian Norris, Catherine
Shore and Luca Popic, who played in the
K-5 division, tied for third. Popic also
took home fifth place in individual competition in the K-5 division.
Gabriel Keiter of San Marco, a seventh
grader at Julia Landon College Preparatory
School, tied for second place in the K-8
division.
Ben Graf and Griffin Mickey, both San
Marco residents who attend Greenwood
School, competed for the host school. Graf,
an eighth grader, joined his teammates in
winning the K-8 division, while Mickey
played with Greenwood’s K-2 team.

San Marco’s Ben Graf (with trophy) stands with his Greenwood School teammates and Coach
Cynthia Hall after winning the K-8 division in the Greenwood Open Chess Tournament Nov. 3.

Hendricks Avenue Elementary’s K-5 team tied for third place
in the Greenwood Open. On the team were Julian Norris,
Catherine Shore and Luca Popic, with Coach George Foote.
Luka Popic and Hendricks Avenue Elementary
Chess Coach George Foote. Popic was fifth in the
Greenwood Open tournament.

Winning the K-2 division in the Nov. 3 Greenwood Open
Chess Tournament for Hendricks Avenue Elementary were
Liam Drake, Braden Keiter, Chase Lockamy, Peter Dulay and
Austin Spann who stands with his little sister. Also pictured
is Chess Coach George Foote.

Lux Wichterman, Catherine Shore and Ava MacDowell of
Hendricks Avenue Elementary made up the winning K-5
team at the National Chess Day Tournament at MOSH Oct. 13.

JO IN U S FO R AN O P E N H O U SE

Ponte Vedra Beach Campus
Fri., Jan. 11, 9-11 a.m.

Whitehurst Campus
Tue., Jan. 15, 9-11 a.m.

Bartram Campus
Thu., Jan. 17, 9-11 a.m.

Explore a World of Opportunities
Bolles Life includes a superior curriculum and
the greatest variety of high-quality educational
offerings in Northeast Florida for grades
Pre-K to 12. Extraordinary opportunities and
grand discoveries await you in our vibrant,
global community.
Join us for an Open House to experience a day in
the life of our students. We encourage you to see

for yourself how our high-caliber teachers engage
students in exciting, active and challenging
learning. Try Bolles Life for a day and you might
not want to leave!
Discover the possibilities at Bolles. To find
an upcoming Open House, please visit
www.Bolles.org or call (904) 256-5030.

San Jose Campus
Fri., Dec. 7, 8 a.m.
Fri., Jan. 18, 8 a.m.

Four Unique Campuses
Ponte Vedra Beach Pre-K–5
Whitehurst Pre-K–5
Bartram 6–8
San Jose 9–12
Day school Pre-K through 12
and Boarding for Grades 9–12
with 5- and 7-day options.
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San Jose Episcopal Day School
students celebrate Día de los Muertos

High school students
honor veterans at assisted
living community
Veterans who live at Arbor Terrace San
Jose were honored Nov. 5 by members of
the Samuel Wolfson High School Army
Junior Reserve Officer’s Training Corps
(JROTC). The 13 residents, 11 men and
two women from each branch of the
military, gathered in the courtyard to
watch the Honor Color Guard present the
colors and the drill team perform drills.
After the performance, the students shook
hands with each resident, thanking them
for their service.
More than 3,200 students in 14 Duval
County Public Schools are enrolled in the
JROTC program. Wolfson is one of five
schools which participate in the Army

Members of the Samuel W. Wolfson Army JROTC perform
drills for residents at Arbor Terrace in San Jose.

JROTC. The Honor Color Guard works
hard during the school year, practicing
three afternoons each week for nearly two
hours. They are required to perform at two
or more football and basketball games,
participate in two competitions and in one
community service event.

Silhouettes perform in
Veterans Day celebration
In a salute to the nation’s military veterans,
the Silhouettes choral group at Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts performed
at the Florida Blue Veteran’s Day Celebration
Nov. 12.
After a respectful rendition of the “Star
Spangled Banner,” the Silhouettes performed
a medley of pop/jazz songs, including
“Here’s That Rainy Day,” “Quiet Place,” and
“Bridge Over Troubled Waters,” which
earned a standing ovation.
The most moving portion of the program
was the salute to the veterans present from
all five service ranks, whom DA vocalists
honored with a stirring Armed Forces Medley.
“Prior to the Veteran’s Day engagement,
none of the students knew the Armed

San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS)
students immersed themselves in Mexican
culture, learning about “Día de los Muertos”
or Day of the Dead. The Mexican tradition
celebrates and honors the memories of
those who have passed away.
“Dia de los Muertos is a unique opportunity
to educate our students about cultures that
are different than ours,” said Senora Liz
Van Brunt, Spanish teacher. “Disney’s film,
‘Coco,’ offers a pop culture reference that
students are familiar with and this holiday
is an opportunity for teachers to dive deeper
and get students excited about learning.”
All grade levels at SJEDS receive Spanish
language education as part of the school’s
commitment to challenging and engaging
academics, and all participated in the
celebration of Día de Muertos. From the
papel picado (hanging paper decor), to
the construction of an altar to the memories
of the dead, SJEDS students learned and
appreciated the Mexican tradition. Students
were encouraged to bring in photos of

their loved ones or pets who had passed,
to honor their memory.
“It’s kind of cool to think other kids like
me are doing this in Mexico. It’s something
you don’t think about every day, that kids
are different all over the world” said Evelyn
Connell, a sixth-grade student.

Jason Yazeji and Andrew Borne, fourth-grade students,
create paper flowers for Day of the Dead activities.

Parker Laurin, first-grade student,
affixes a photo to the display.

Sixth-grader Marley Foster puts a
photo on the Day of the Dead altar.

Douglas Anderson choral group, the Silhouettes

Forces tunes,” said Jeffrey Clayton, chair
of the DA Vocal Department. “By the time
we performed, the students had a much
deeper awareness and understanding of
this process of serving our nation.”
“We loved the opportunity to perform
in front of such an appreciative audience
of veterans. Florida Blue really rolled out
the red carpet for us and treated us like
professionals,” said Anaya Dowdell, a
senior member of the Silhouettes.

2018

Breakfast
Lunch
& Dinner

Fine
Middle Eastern
Lebanese Cuisine.
Dine In
Take out
Catering
Private Venue

10th Annual

North Florida’s
#1 Diner.

Void Magazine • Folio Weekly • Florida Times Union

San Marco

3302 Hendricks Avenue
(904) 398-3701

MANDARIN

12807 San Jose Boulevard
(904) 638-6185

Ortega

saturday,

december
15th

2:00 and 5:00pm
hendricks avenue
baptist church

For tickets, visit

JaxChildrensChorus.org

or call 353-1636
funded in part by:

4495 Roosevelt Boulevard
(904) 999-4600
Sunday – Thursday • 6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday • 6:30 am to 8:30 pm
metrodiner.com

Enter drawing to win a Peterbrooke
holiday basket at each show!
And visit the Peterbrooke table in the lobby.

1533 University Blvd W
904.739.0033
( Monday - Saturday, 8am - 9pm )

w w w. n o u r a c a f e . c o m
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RPDS basketball teams sweep championships

Evan Lewis, Cameron Yunos, Milo Kitska, Ian Kirsch,
Ellie Kirsch, Julie Hathaway

Annual Brain Brawl brings
Catholic schools together
for trivia tournament
Assumption Catholic School students
competed against 17 other teams in the
diocese in the Brain Brawl trivia competition Nov. 3 at Bishop Kenny High School.
In the first session of the tournament,
three seventh-grade students (Ellie
Kirsch, Milo Kistka and Evan Lewis)
and three eighth-grade students (Julie
Hathaway, Ian Kirsch and Cameron
Yunos) competed against seven other
schools in a series of seven rounds, taking
third place and moving into the championship tournament. The championship
consisted of six teams that competed in
five rounds. At the end of the competition,
the Assumption team was tied in third
place for overall wins, but once all points
were tallied the team did not have enough
to take home the trophy.
“Our students did an amazing job and
I was so proud of how they worked
together so well, had such positive attitudes and showed much excitement
to compete!” said Kelly Branson, junior
high math teacher.

Tournament Champs, standing: Coach Erik Pietschker, Colton Kellogg, Clancy Skeels,
Levi Pietschker, Adam Enoch, James Gibbs and Coach Patrick Dussinger;
kneeling: Sammy Dussinger, Jackson Morreale, Charlie Morreale and Henry Morreale

All four fifth- and sixth-grade Boys
Basketball teams at Riverside Presbyterian
Day School played in the semifinals of the
North Florida Independent Schools Athletic
Conference tournament in November, then
became the only teams that were in the final
four. Both games were close in score and
fun to watch as Boys Team 2 and Team 4

Tournament Champs Lauren Fant, Avery Jenkins, Maggie Riggs, Lily Simmons, Agnes Hughes,
Eve Surface, Emily Gunnlaugsson, Aidan Pajcic and Coach Mike Sullivan

advanced to the Championship Game played
on Nov. 10, hosted by Jacksonville Country
Day School. Team 4 won the game by a score
of 50-49. It was a great end to an awesome
season for the 36 boys who participated.
All three fifth- and sixth-grade Riverside
Presbyterian Day School Girls Basketball
teams, comprised of 26 players, played in

Forum on anxiety provides
coping strategies
The Episcopal School of Jacksonville and
Baptist Health recently hosted “Stress,
Anxiety, and Coping Skills” with Baptist
Health’s Aubrey Brown, LCSW, and Dr.
Stephanie Kinnare.
The presentation, given Nov. 13 in Episcopal’s
Munnerlyn Center, covered anxiety and
coping skills for teens – anxiety disorders
being among the most common mental
health conditions affecting youth today. The

Aubrey Brown, LCSW, Dr. Stephanie Kinnare and The Rev. Adam
Greene, Head of School (Photo by Laura Evans Photography)

forum identified its prevalence among
today’s teens, gave parents red flags for when
to realize anxiety is shifting to an unhealthy

the semifinals of the North Florida Independent
Schools Athletic Conference tournament
in November, with the St. Mark’s Episcopal
Day School team taking the remaining spot.
Girls Teams 1 and 2 advanced to the
Championship game played Nov. 10, hosted
by Jacksonville Country Day School. Team
2 won the game by a score of 18-13.
level, and provided concrete strategies on
how to effectively manage anxiety and
promote brave behavior. A video of the
presentation can be found at esj.org/campus-life/health-wellness/.
Episcopal will host two more events with
Baptist Health in the spring: “Influence &
Effects of Social Media and Screen Time”
on Thursday, March 7, and “High Risk
Behavior/Substance Abuse” on Tuesday,
April 9. Both events are free and open to
the public and begin at 5:30 p.m. in Episcopal’s
Munnerlyn Center. Parents are invited to
bring their teenaged children.

W HE R E

Avoid the
drama.
$30* flu shots
for the whole family.

From flu shots to flu tests — we’ve got
you covered.
Flu shots: The CDC recommends the flu shot as your best
protection against flu this season.
Flu tests: Feeling flu-ish? Get tested as soon as possible!
Studies show that if you’re diagnosed within 48 hours,
antiviral medication may help lessen the duration and
severity of the flu.
Remember you can schedule all visits online at CareSpot.com!

13 Jacksonville locations
*High-dose vaccine not
included in this price
promotion

OPEN HOUSE:

Thursday,
1
9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
RSVP to: openhouse@jcds.com

904.641.6644 | jcds.com
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Santa Claus at Christmas time with children and adults in Downtown
Jacksonville during the depression, December 1933.

Photographs of various holiday activities in the 1940s and 1950s taken by commercial photographer Robert E. Fisher, who worked
for various agencies and newspapers in Jacksonville between 1941 and 1961.
Courtesy of Jacksonville Historical Society Archives. To see more of the amazing historical photos from the Jacksonville Historical Archives, visit www.jaxhistory.org/research

Happy Holidays

RIVERSIDE
St. Vincent’s Hospital
DePaul Building, Suite 120
ORANGE PARK
2023 Professional Center Dr.
FLEMING ISLAND
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140
MANDARIN
11790 San Jose Blvd.

904.272.2020

www.clayeye.com

THE ALL-NEW
VOLVO S60
BLEND OUT
Introducing the unique sedan
that stands apart from the rest.
The dynamic and elegant
Swedish sedan, designed to
inspire every journey.

S C A N D I N AV I A N E X P R E S S I O N
D E S I G N E D TO TA K E YO U FA R

The all-new Volvo S60 is the sport sedan that rewrites the driving story.
Effortless performance meets intuitive technology, while a sophisticated
chassis balances comfort and control. And a choice of driving modes
puts you at the center of a dynamic experience. The interior is tailored
around you – with connected, easy-to-use technology and human-centric
innovation that can only come from Scandinavian design.

New 2019 Volvo S60 T6 R-Design
Lease Now*

499

$

36 MONTHS/10K MILES
$4005 DUE AT SIGNING
FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES

*Lease $499/mo. 36 months/10K miles. $4,005 due at signing. No security deposit required with approved Tier 1 credit thru VCFS. Sales tax and $648.50 dealer fee not included. Price includes trade equity or indicated amount due at signing based
on model. See dealer for details. Offer expires December 31, 2018.

10863 Philips Hwy
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Family owned & operated for 4 generations
Free Valet Pick-up for service repairs (See Dealer for full details.)

Top-ranked care
for your top priority.
Wolfson Children’s Hospital
is proud to be ranked
among the Nation’s 50
Best Children’s Hospitals by
U.S. News & World Report.
At Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, our top priority —
like yours — is your child.
That’s why we never stop
striving to improve our care.
When we get better, kids
get better.
Learn more about our
nationally recognized care
at wolfsonchildrens.com.

Wolfson Children’s Hospital works as one team with our
world-renowned partners to provide outstanding care to children.

© Baptist Health 2018

