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Budding pâtissières learn
trade secrets at Orsay
Restaurant Orsay Pastry Chef Sarah
Harper, left, shares some tricks of the
trade making macarons at a Jan. 19 pastry
class. With Harper are Chef de Cuisine
Donald Dean’s daughter, Ava, 11, who
loves citrus; Amoreena Eddy, 9, daughter
of Jason Eddy, Orsay managing partner,
and whose favorite flavors are strawberry
and coconut, and Sophia Williams, 11
(top right), who has a fondness for honey,
caramel and chocolate.

CRANSTON
DRAWS MORE
THAN 1,000
FOR FLORIDA
FORUM
The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital selected a winner when they
invited Bryan Cranston to headline the
Jan. 28 Florida Forum. The multi-talented,
award-winning actor, author, screenwriter,
producer and director drew patrons of
all ages to the Times-Union Center for
Performing Arts and afterwards to the
reception at the Omni Hotel.
Those delighted to be seen at the afterparty included Mark and Lisa O’Steen
with Judy and Bill D’Antignac (top), and
Noah and Sarah Marks with Lauren and
Lincoln Register (left).

Community Hospice
celebrates 40-year legacy
Community Hospice and Palliative Care
President/CEO Susan Ponder-Stansel
and supporter Connie Kolster celebrated
alongside other volunteers, donors, staff
members, Guardians of Light patrons
and 1979 Society members Jan. 25. The
event was held at the main campus on
Sunbeam Road in Mandarin.
READ MORE, PAGE 27

READ MORE, PAGE 27

New apartment building construction making progress

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Residents of the Park Plaza Condominium have a bird’s-eye view of the construction on the $6.16 million, five-story apartment building underway in Riverside
between Lomax Street and Bishop Gate Lane. Construction on the six-story
parking garage began shortly after Hurricane Irma inundated the property in fall
2017. Crews are now building the apartments which encircle the garage.
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When asked what percentage of the project had been completed and whether a
name had been selected for the new multi-family residential building, Katherine
Mosley, principal, Tribridge Residential, sent a succinct response: “We are planning
to open in Fall 2019; we have not yet selected a project name.”

» Ship museum torpedoed

I N H O M E S BY F E B R UA RY 5 T H, 2 0 1 9

Jimmy Peluso, Henry Mooneyhan, Randy DeFoor, Sunny Gettinger, Earl Testy

DISTRICT 14 CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES

SHARE THOUGHTS AT PUBLIC FORUMS
By Kate A. Hallock, Resident Community News

One of the most exciting electoral races this spring will be the one
for the District 14 City Council seat being sought by five candidates.
The incumbent, Jim Love, has served two four-year consecutive terms
and, by ordinance, is ineligible to run for a third consecutive term.
The candidates who qualified by obtaining the requisite number
of valid petitions include Randy DeFoor (Rep.), Sunny Gettinger

(Dem.), Henry Mooneyhan (Rep.) and Jimmy Peluso (Dem.). Also
filing as a write-in candidate is Earl Testy, who said he is a Republican.
To qualify via petition, each candidate needed to obtain at least
455 signatures, which is 1 percent of the 45,494 registered voters in
District 14. In addition, the candidate must have resided in District
14 for at least 183 days prior to the candidate’s qualifying date.
STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 14
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Letter
TO THE
Editor

Jacksonville in ‘green infrastructure’ pilot project
It’s appropriate that Florida is one of forest and how best to incorporate it into
seven states in the South to receive funding the city’s stormwater management program.
for a pilot project to demonstrate how
The ultimate goal of the project is to
cities can best utilize the urban tree canopy provide Jacksonville with a more strategic,
for stormwater mitigation. After all, Florida effective process for dealing with stormwater
coined the term “green infrastructure” in runoff, according to a presentation shared
a 1994 report by the Florida Greenways by Richard Leon Urban Forest Manager
Commission to reflect the notion that for the City of Jacksonville, which partnered
natural systems are important components with the Green Infrastructure Center and
of the infrastructure.
the Florida Forest Service for the grant.
Now, Jacksonville is one of two cities selected
The Green Infrastructure Center
in Florida to participate in the 14- to 18- builds landscape models, teaches courses
month project, which evaluates the urban and workshops, researches into new

More aircraft noise
than usual coming from
nearby base

Residents in neighborhoods surrounding
Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax)
may be noticing an increase in aircraft
activity and noise this month.
Last month carrier-based jet fighters,
such as the F/A-18 Hornet, and other types
of aircraft began arriving at the airfield on
Roosevelt Boulevard to participate in a
training program which runs through the
end of February.
The training operation is in support of
the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln,
based at Naval Station Norfolk, and Carrier
Strike Group 12, which will begin a
Composite Training Unit Exercise, a
training evolution designed to integrate
all the assets of the strike group, test their
ability to carry out maritime operations,
and assess deployability.
For noise complaints email nasjax_noise_
complaints@navy.mil.

methodologies and creates community
green infrastructure plans. The process
connects the landscape between parcel
boundaries, using the urban forest as a
vital tool in managing and reducing
stormwater runoff. The tree canopy can
intercept rainfall, delay runoff and transpire
captured stormwater, that is, give off water
vapor through leaves. Studies show that
20 percent or more of annual rainfall is
retained in the crown of the tree canopy
and that runoff can be delayed by up to
nearly four hours.

Ceremony planned for new grove to honor AIDS victims
Join members of the AIDS Memorial Project of Northeast Florida, Greenscape and
the City of Jacksonville, Thursday, Feb. 14, 12-1 p.m., for the planting of the first of
100 flowering trees in the newly-created Love Grove, 2870 Sydney St. as part of a
dedication ceremony.
The new grove is part of Willowbranch Park and is the beginning of the nonprofit’s
efforts to memorialize the almost 5,000 men and women in Jacksonville who have
died of AIDS over the past 35 years.
The dedication ceremony will include music, multi denominational prayers, words
of remembrance and the reading of 100 names of local individuals who succumbed
to this disease. The event is free and open to the public.

Riverside church to hold inaugural concert for new organ
Riverside Presbyterian Church, 849 Park St., will hold a free concert, open to the
public, on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 5 p.m. Internationally-known organist and composer
Chelsea Chen will perform the inaugural concert for the church’s new Colby pipe
organ. A reception will follow the concert.
Chen is organist and artist-in-residence at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. She splits her time between Florida and New York, where she is
also artist-in-residence at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Manhattan. Chen is a
graduate of The Juilliard School, where she received both her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees. She was also a full scholarship recipient at Yale University, where she earned
an Artist Diploma.

Please further clarify my comments
to the [Short-term Vacation Rental]
Committee on November 15. The
article [in the December 2018 issue]
stopped at all the issues and it gave
me the impression that the City, Jim
Love and my HOA had not made
any effort on my behalf. Perhaps a
better comment from me would be:
There have been improvements with
longer rentals observed. City Code
Enforcement and Mr. Love have
been working with me on these
issues and I am grateful.
Thank you,
Karen Rebello
Ortega Forest

Editor’s Note: At the Nov. 15, 2018
meeting of the Short-term Vacation
Rental Committee, Karen Rebello
spoke during public comments
about issues with the short-term
rental house across the street, indicating she has dealt with “cars
parked everywhere, doors slamming
at all hours of the night, garbage
strewn across the lawns because the
bags were not placed in bins, and
renters picking fruit from my trees.”

We are here to help protect
your most important
asset, your family.
LIFE, AUTO, HOME, HEALTH, LONG TERM CARE AND DISABILITY INSURANCE

Get a Quote! Call 904-290-8730 or visit FamilyLifeQuote.com
4070 Herschel St., Suite 4 Jacksonville, FL 32210

Licensed Agency

DINNER BELL
B E L LW E T H E R JA X .C O M
Now Serving Dinner
Wednesday–Saturday
100 North Laura Street
904.802.7745

The Perfect Day Wrapped in a Bow.
With over 100 pampering
treatments to choose from and
all day to enjoy the region’s largest
luxury spa facilities, it’s not only the perfect
day, it’s the perfect gift. Treat your Valentine with
a gift card to The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.
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Join us at the

41st annual Ortega River Run
on February 23rd!
(904) 388-0000
(800) 886-6160
FredMillerGroup.com

SUSAN DONNELL
(904) 994-6677

We are your official coffee and hot chocolate
providers for this fantastic community event!

RENOVATED & EXPANDED

SOLD

RIVERFRONT

4530 HUNTINGTON RD  $408,000
Fantastic 3/3 on a great street! New kitchen
w/ wine fridge, master suite w/ pedestal
tub, 2348sf on almost .5 acre!

4505 MAINMAST LN
Listed to close
in under 30 days!

622 RIVER RD  $450,000
Huge lot on peaceful River Rd in Orange
Park! Adorable 3/2, 1623sf bungalow on
a .75 acre lot

OLD ORTEGA

RIVERFRONT

REDUCED

SOLD

2954 IROQUOIS AVE  $329,000
Charming 3/2, 1923sf with split
bedrooms and an oversized 2-car
garage. Updated & move-in ready!

4157 ORTEGA BLVD  $1,695,000
100' waterfront! Timeless authenticity
in this 1914 river home. 4/4, 2 half baths,
3796sf, salt pool, excellent layout

4605 PRINCE EDWARD RD  $385,000
Remodeled 3/2,
new kitchen and baths,
attached 2-car garage

3855 TIMUQUANA RD
Vacant lot with breathtaking
skyline views

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

BEAUCLERC

HEART OF AVONDALE

GREAT NEW PRICE

GREAT DEAL

3602 RIVER HALL DR  $449,000
Rambling cedar shake with river views on
a private street! 5/3.5, 3310sf, 3-car garage,
open floorplan and 1st floor master

1776 TALBOT AVE  $799,000
Gorgeous brick 2-story on 2 lots! 2-car garage
plus separate guest house. Thoughtfully
renovated with rare craftsmanship and quality.

3744 ORTEGA BLVD  $1,195,000
Now is your chance to own Ortega
Point’s most wished for property!
The porch alone is over 2,000sf

6221 WESCONNETT BLVD  $149,000
Cute 2/2 on an acre
with fruit trees, storage,
and garage

ST JOHNS PARK

NEW PRICE

ORTEGA CLASSIC

SOLD

4257 BEVERLY AVE  $279,900
Spacious 2/2 bungalow with 1600sf,
updated kitchen and baths, bonus
room could be 3rd bedroom

4022 ORTEGA BLVD  $349,900
3/2.5, 2650sf, precious Cape Cod
close to schools, open kitchen,
family room, great backyard

4751 ALGONQUIN AVE  $650,000
Classic brick 2-story in the Terrace,
4/4, 3733sf, great spaces,
2-car garage

3852 MCGIRTS BLVD
100 × 140 lot on Ortega Point.
Renovate or tear down and build!
Existing home is 3/2.5, 2937sf

KEN WATSON
(904) 655-7220

ELIZABETH MEUX
(904) 704-1576

UNDER CONTRACT

BUILD ON THE BEACH

ORTEGA 4BR

2950 ST JOHNS AVE 6A  $269,000
Riverfront condo
with 180 degree views, 2/2.5,
1216sf, end unit

2777 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD  $425,000
DEP approval is done,
75' on the ocean
and HGTV plans are available!

4314 FOREST PARK RD  $450,000
Updated ranch on a great street!
4/3, 2418sf, master addition
w/ big closet

We are members of Leverage Global Partners, an international network of carefully vetted independent real estate
brokerages in 150 markets worldwide. We can help you and your friends and family buy and sell real estate anywhere
on the planet, secure in the knowledge that we are trusting our customers to the best professionals in the world.

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

WALTER WARE
(904) 759-8882

F R E D M I L L E R G R O U P. C O M
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Final construction beam placed on JTA’s future new offices
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Nineteen months after beginning construction on phase two of the Jacksonville Regional
Transportation Center (JRTC) in the LaVilla
section of Jacksonville, a milestone was
celebrated Jan. 10 when construction workers
with Balfour Beatty hoisted, then affixed the
final beam to the building’s skeleton.
In the topping out ceremony, the beam
– autographed by City of Jacksonville leaders,
Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA)
staff, construction workers and other guests
– was affixed to the second story of the
building where a pedestrian ramp will lead
to the Skyway level.
Speakers at the frigid morning ceremony
included Kevin Holzendorf, JTA board
chair; Nat Ford, Sr., JTA CEO; City Council
President Aaron Bowman; Dr. Charles
Moreland, City of Jacksonville Director of
Community Affairs; Steve Moore, president,
Vestcor Companies, and Daniel Davis, Jax
Chamber president/CEO.
“This is my first official event at chair and
I’m excited to be here this morning,” said
Holzendorf, who was voted new board chair
Dec. 14, 2018, succeeding Isaiah Rumlin.
“The practice of topping out a new building

Jacksonville City Council President Aaron Bowman
signs the final beam for the Regional Transportation
Center prior to its placement on the building.

can be traced to ancient Scandinavia, where
a tree was placed atop a building. Today’s
topping out signifies a new era in transportation in Jacksonville.”
Ford said the topping out ceremony would
be the first of many events to come for the JTA.
In another year, the JTA expects to be
celebrating the completion of the five-story,
40,000-square-foot administration building
which will connect to the Intercity Bus
Terminal across Forsyth Street with a pedestrian bridge.
“We’re now making those connections
between where people live, where they work
and where they play, we’re pulling it all
together,” said Ford. “The JRTC is going to
be a place for pedestrians, for commuters,
cyclists, buses, taxis…and the crowning
jewel will be the Ultimate Urban Circulator,
the U2C. It is built for the future, for generations to come.”
Before cutting his speech short due to
the cold weather, Bowman noted the regional
transportation center is an asset which
impacts all the counties around Jacksonville.
“This is not Chamber of Commerce weather,”
agreed Davis.
The building will house JTA staff offices,
a customer service area, passenger lobby,
and areas for local bus transfers, taxis, rideand bike-sharing, a Kiss ‘n Ride, and a
connection to the Skyway/U2C, an automated
people-mover system which will transition
from the elevated track to street level.
The two-phase project began in June 2017
with groundbreaking for the 9,660-squarefoot bus terminal, which opened in April
2018 and replaced the Greyhound Bus
Station on Pearl Street. Together, both
buildings create a $57.3 million transportation hub for intercity, regional and local
transportation providers.

JTA CEO Nat Ford, Board Member Isaiah Rumlin, Board Treasurer Jeanne Miller, Board Chair Kevin Holzendorf,
Board Vice Chair Ari Jolly, Board Secretary Denise Wallace, Board Member Scott McCaleb

The Regional Transportation Center in LaVilla is expected to be completed in about a year.

A Great Way to Say

Happy Valentines Day!

JAMES L.
SCHUMACHER, D.M.D.
Yo u r N e i g h b o r h o o d D e n t i s t S i n c e 1 9 9 5

So many of our smiles
begin with you!

Happy Valentines Day!
Excellence
Through
Experience
Implants • Crowns • Veneers

Broc Flores, DMD and
James Schumacher, DMD

(904) 388-3559
WWW.FIRSTCOASTSMILES.COM
4201 ROOSEVELT BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210
@SchumacherDentalCenter

Nicolaas Alexander, Ltd.
Specializing in Custom and Estate Jewelry

3875 St. Johns Avenue • 388-4212

Haevoanna
N

#DTJAX GALA . FEB 23 . 6PM
Tickets on sale at: DTJAXGALA.COM
A festive night at Novel Coworking to raise funds for
Downtown’s Lively And Beautiful Sidewalks Initiative.

Expert heart care,
close to home.

Jacksonville’s
#1 choice
in heart care

Baptist Heart Specialists welcomes two highly experienced, board-certified
cardiologists — Salil Patel, MD, and Nehu Patel, MD. Both doctors practice general
cardiology, along with additional specializations:
• Cardiac Testing
• Coronary Artery Disease
• Heart Failure
• Preventive Cardiology
• Uncontrolled Hypertension
• Vascular Disease
• Vein Disease
With eight offices throughout northeast
Florida, Baptist Heart Specialists is
unmatched in providing the best heart
and vascular care close to home.

“Having grown up in Florida,
I value the chance to provide
care in my hometown.”
~ Dr. Salil Patel

Our two new cardiologists practice at
these locations:
• Clay County
• Downtown Jacksonville
• North Jacksonville
• South Jacksonville
• University Boulevard

“I carefully listen to patients’
concerns so we can formulate

904.720.0799
Schedule an appointment

© Baptist Health 2019

a heart care plan together.”
~ Dr. Nehu Patel
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Baptist renovation to create comfortable
state-of-the-art maternity suites

Three State Road 211
projects underway,
lane closures limited
The big blue sign on San Juan Avenue
(State Road 211) posted at Stinson Park
indicates a Fall 2019 completion for the
Ortega River drawbridge project currently
underway by the Florida Department of
Transportation, however, it is lagging behind
by about four months.
“We currently estimate the project to be
completed in March, weather and unforeseen
circumstances permitting,” said Bianca
Speights, FDOT spokesperson.
During the next two months, no bridge
closures are expected, but periodic lane
closures will be necessary to complete remaining concrete repairs and painting of
the structural steel, Speights said. Additional
cameras will be installed for the bridge
tender’s use as well.
“The bridge may be on single-leaf operations (double-leaf with four-hour notice)
for the machinery area painting for approximately three to four weeks,” said Speights.
The $1.7 million project, awarded to
Astron General Contracting Co. Inc., includes
cleaning, painting, concrete work and
updates to the electrical system.

A crew from Parsons Construction “white wash”
the Ortega River drawbridge after months of
concrete repair work was completed in January.

involves cleaning and corrosion protection work.
To minimize traffic impacts near Fishweir
Elementary School, lane closures will not
be allowed Monday through Friday from
6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Lane
closures and construction may occur any
time Saturday and Sunday.
Herschel Street

Safety improvements on Herschel Street
(S.R. 211) at Van Wert Avenue are set to
begin in late January to mid-February. The
improvements will reduce the distance a
pedestrian must travel across the roadway
by 14 feet by bringing the curb lines in
closer together. Other added benefits of
the project will include improved viewing
for pedestrians to oncoming traffic, better
visibility of pedestrians in the crosswalk by
Fishweir Creek Bridge
vehicles approaching the crossing, and
reduced pedestrian crossing time.
The FDOT is scheduled to begin a bridge
American Lighting & Signalization was
rehabilitation project on the Fishweir selected to complete the $65,000 safety
Creek Bridge on St. Johns Avenue at improvement project by late February.
Herschel Street (S.R. 211) in late January Some portions of the sidewalk within the
to mid-February, weather and unforeseen project limits may be closed during concrete,
circumstances permitting.
curb and gutter work. Lane closures are
The $1.2 million rehabilitation project, only allowed Friday through Sunday from
awarded to Seig & Ambachtsheer, Inc., 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Searching Thoughtfully,
Serving Passionately,
Living Joyfully, Following Christ.
rpcjax.org

The postpartum room is part of the renovation of maternity suites at Baptist Medical Center
Jacksonville, designed to create a comfortable birthing environment for expectant mothers.

Expectant mothers heading to Baptist
will have an even more comfortable birthing
environment than before thanks to a new
$16 million renovation to the maternity
suites at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville.
“For decades, Baptist Health has been
the No. 1 choice of mothers to have their
babies,” said Michael Mayo, president
of Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville.
“Now at Baptist Jacksonville, we’ll have
a redesigned space for our moms and
families that’s as impressive as our stateof-the-art care.”
Taking the advice of a Family Advisory
Group comprised of mothers and expectant
mothers, each maternity suite has been
designed to provide a serene, hotel-like
environment with décor and amenities to
enhance the patient and visitor experience.
Each postpartum room will allow mothers
to have the option of having their baby
remain in the mother’s suite after the birth
and, if needed, they have the assurance the
specialized resources of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital’s neonatal care are only steps away.
With the new renovation, the entrance
to the first floor of the maternity ward
will be designed for a seamless check-in

and evaluation, minimizing patient wait
times and allowing mothers in labor to be
seen quickly.
The maternity suite renovations will
also include updated birthing suites,
postpartum suites and a nursery. Included
in the project will be multiple televisions
in each suite to accommodate moms, family
members, and other visitors, sleeper sofas,
furnishings designed to support maternal
bonding and breastfeeding, private bathrooms with ample storage for personal
belongings, new meal options for new
mothers and their guests, soothing-sound
doorbells at each room entrance, a nursery
with a “knee wall” to make it easier for
young siblings to view the newborn, and
welcoming retreat spaces for family and
visitors, complete with TVs, coffee, changing
stations and other amenities.
“Our clinical teams are passionate about
making every mother’s labor and delivery
a special experience,” said CC Brooks, vice
president of Patient Care Services for Baptist
Medical Center Jacksonville and Wolfson
Children’s Hospital. “Our new maternity
suite design is taking that commitment to
a whole new level.”

Preservation group to hold 45th annual meeting
The 45th annual meeting of Riverside Avondale Preservation will be held
Thursday, Feb. 21, 7-8:30 p.m., at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd,
1100 Stockton St.
There are nine award categories this year, which include Architectural
Preservation, Architectural Adaptive Reuse, Best New Construction, Good
Neighbor Award, Stewardship Award, Home Craftsman Award, Business
Craftsman Award, RAP Preservation Award and the RAP Award of Merit. In
addition to presenting the annual awards, RAP Founder Wayne Wood will
discuss the history of the nonprofit.

Riverside Presbyterian Church
presents

Show of1f
your1 love

Chelsea Chen
Internationally Renowned Organist/Composer

performing

The Inaugural Concert
of Riverside’s New Colby Pipe Organ
February 10, 2019 . 5:00 PM
Riverside Presbyterian Church
849 Park Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32204 | (904)-355-4585
Reception to follow . The concert is free and open to the public

JESSICALEAPHOTOGRAPHY.COM | 904-219-7784

TOP PRODUCER
& LISTING AGENT

ED
AKERS
651.6676

Beyond Home...Caring
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty is proud to support local organizations like Ability Housing, which develops
quality, affordable housing for individuals and families at risk of homelessness and adults with disabilities.
Through a CBV Cares grant, residents of Ability Housing properties will receive move-in kits with basic everyday
items, to ease the transition into housing. Being a good neighbor is more than who we are. It’s what we do.
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673.6740
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ANNE
RAIN
472.9809

TONY
CARIBALTES
536.5779

WADE
GRIFFIN
534.0969

CHRISTIE
RADNEY
962.3049

SETH
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KEITH
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CATHERINE
TAPPOUNI
778-6716

MARIEL
BENN
703-473-8082

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED LISTINGS

PRICE REDUCED!
1846 MARGARET STREET # 11A
2/2.5, 1,611 square feet
LISTED BY TONY CARIBALTES
$525,000

PRICE REDUCED!
1309 AVONDALE AVENUE
3/2, 1,835 square feet
LISTED BY TRIPP NEWSOM
$445,000

1405 EDGEWOOD AVENUE
4/2.5, 2,380 square feet
LISTED BY TRIPP NEWSOM
$449,000

PRICE REDUCED!
1620 CHERRY STREET
3/2.5, 1,987 square feet
LISTED BY ERICA DAVIS
$398,900

1371 BELVEDERE AVENUE
2/2, 1,341 square feet
LISTED BY CINDY COREY
$305,000

1864 CHALLEN AVENUE
3/2.5, 2,475 square feet
LISTED BY WADE GRIFFIN
$675,000

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DRIVE
6/5/2 half baths, 7,341 square feet
LISTED BY WADE GRIFFIN
$1,825,000

28855 SUNDBERG ROAD
3/2, 1,429 square feet
LISTED BY ERICA DAVIS
$230,000

PRICE REDUCED!
4726 NOTTINGHAM ROAD
3/2.5, 1,727 square feet
LISTED BY ROBERT VAN CLEVE
$309,900

PRICE REDUCED!
12205 RIDGE CROSSING WAY
3/2, 1,718 square feet
LISTED BY ED AKERS
$262,500

1665 BELMONT AVENUE
3/1, 1,092 square feet
LISTED BY WADE GRIFFIN
$239,900

Are you a successful real estate agent looking for a collaborative
and tech-savvy culture where your skills as a top professional
are valued? Do you want an environment where passion and
professionalism are appreciated and your success is supported
every day?

Call Mona today to learn more!

259 RUBICON DRIVE
5/3, 3,162 square feet
LISTED BY SHERRY FAIRCLOTH
$484,900

MONA
GARDELLA
Director of
Market Development
(904) 803-8739

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We Never Stop Moving” are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network is offered by USAA Relocation Services, Inc., a licensed real estate broker and subsidiary of USAA Federal Savings Bank. Program may be unavailable for employer-sponsored relocations. Not
available for transactions in Iowa or outside the US. This is not a solicitation if you are already represented by a real estate broker. Obtaining a mortgage from USAA Bank is optional, not required to utilize the USAA® Real Estate Rewards Network, and can be acquired from other sources. Use
of the term “member” does not convey any legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates.

DANIELLE
WRIGHT
534.1017
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First Coast YMCA announces
new capital campaign
Winston Family Y to expand

The capital campaign will fund an
8,000-square-foot third-floor rooftop
By Kate A. Hallock
wellness area – the first of its kind on the
Resident Community News
First Coast. The covered outdoor space
will provide additional areas for functional
Growth is good. It’s particularly good in training, yoga, meditation and more, while
the local fitness and wellness industry.
offering an unobstructed view of
Within two years after opening, the Jacksonville’s downtown skyline.
Brooklyn-based Winston Family YMCA’s
The campaign will also fund an expansion
membership base exceeded growth expec- of the Winston Y’s KidZone to serve the
tations by five years. As the former Yates growing need for a safe space and enriching
Aerial view of Winston Family YMCA third floor expansion
YMCA, the membership was one-third of the programs that nurture the development
15,000 currently enrolled at the Winston Y.
of children and teens, and will also provide Ivan Gordon, of San Marco, hopes to have
“As one of the First Coast Y’s most diverse
To address that growth, the YMCA of a much-needed space to support the the expansion finished.
branches in terms of race and socioeconomic
Florida’s First Coast is kicking off the wellness and social activities of the growing
“I got involved with the Winston Family Y status, the Winston Family YMCA is much
silent phase of a $3-million fundraising community of active older adults.
because I truly believe it is the most diverse, more than a gym and swim,” said Eric K.
campaign early this year to expand the
By the time the Winston Y’s fifth anni- inclusive, integrated and hopeful place in Mann, president and CEO of the First
Winston Y, its flagship facility.
versary rolls around in 2021, Board Chair our entire city. The common decency and Coast YMCA. “The Winston branch is a
respect shown to everyone at the branch, no destination Y in the middle of Jacksonville’s
matter their age, race or socioeconomic evolving urban core that represents a total
status, is inspirational,” said Gordon, who wellness resource in the community. As
is also leading the Winston expansion capital we continue to serve even more people,
campaign. “I’m honored to be a part of the the Winston Y facility must expand to
branch’s future growth, both in terms of the continue providing quality, impactful
facility expansion and opportunities it programs and services for all.”
creates to bring even more programs and
The growing pains of success include
services, to residents inside the building issues with parking because members come
and out in the surrounding neighborhoods. from all over the city – by car. Currently
Since opening in August 2016, the the Winston Y leases an adjacent lot which
Winston Y has been drawing members and could be the site of future development in
visitors from all over the county. Children the rapidly growing Brooklyn area that is
are bused to the Winston Y to learn to a short stroll from downtown.
swim. The capital campaign will enable
“The Winston Family YMCA is actively
the Winston Y to bring even more programs working on forward-thinking parking
and services focused on youth development, solutions to accommodate parking chalRendering of third floor wellness
healthy living and social responsibility to lenges,” said Tim Burrows, executive director
area at the Winston Family YMCA
its neighbors across the First Coast.
of the Winston Family YMCA.

A Full Service
Real Estate Agency,
Specializing in
Sales, Tenant
Placement
& Property
Management

At Traditions Realty, we are Jacksonville experts.

1551 N. Alexandria Place

Beautiful 3BR/2.5BA with a welcoming front
porch and view of Whatley Park. Filled with
designer details, including a gourmand’s kitchen with
a gas stove, stainless steel counters and appliances
2,232 sq ft. $678,000.

2535 Forbes Street

3BR/2BA with rocking chair front porch. Original
hardwood floors, high ceilings, lots of charm. This
property has been a rental home in the recent
past and is ready for a new owner to love it and
make it their own. 2,185 sq. ft. $299,000

1846 Margaret Street, 5A

Historic Riverside condo, 2BR/1.5BA. Wood
floors, kitchen with tainless steel appliances.
Gated off street parking, high ceilings, and more.
1,313 sq. ft. $295,000

4017 Corrientes Court East

Charming 2BR/2BA manor home located on the
water in the Villages of San Jose. This home offers a
split floor plan with a bedroom and bath on each
side of the house, fresh interior and exterior
paint.1,376 sq. ft. $225,000

1817 Willowbranch Terrace

Beautiful Avondale Tudor on the water. Each unit in
the duplex features 3BR/2BA. Garage apartment. is
500 sq. ft. with 1BR/1BA. Located near The Shops of
Avondale, St Vincent’s Hospital and Downtown.
$649,000

1613 Hawkins Cove Drive East

4BR/2BA. Master has its own en-suite that is complete
with garden tub and stand-alone shower and also
opens out to beautiful screened area and pool. Great
open kitchen layout. 2,054 sq. ft. $295,000

1046 Riverside Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32204

904.683.5230
TraditionsJax.com
facebook.com/
TraditionsRealtyJax

3609 Valencia Road

3BR/2BA home, steps from restaurants, shops, and
parks.This home features original hardwood floors
throughout, fresh exterior and interior paint, with a
spacious floor plan. 1,442 sq. ft. $230,000

4819 Attleboro Street

2BR/2BA, living room with fireplace, dining room,
sunroom / office, large family room, hardwood
floors, nice kitchen and laundry room. The home
is in the exciting Murray Hill neighborhood.
1,468 sq. ft. $184,000

3216 Remmington Street

2BR/2BA in the Stellalina Condos. Award winning
renovation at Historic 5 Points completed in
2008. Office space with built-in desk and wall
book hutch, richly stained woodwork and many
other built-ins throughout 1,211sq. ft. $325,000
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Sea-level rise, flooding concerns District 14 residents
By Marcia Hodgson, Resident Community News

Following The Resident’s coverage of the series of townhall forums hosted by the St. Johns Riverkeeper in 2018 to address the effects of the Jacksonville Harbor Deepening project
between the Dames Point Bridge and the Atlantic Ocean as it relates to sea-level rise and flooding, we asked for opinions from residents in the historic neighborhoods: “Do you
worry about sea-level rise and its effect on the St. Johns River and do you think the City is doing enough to handle flooding in the historic districts?”
I believe the City
could do more. I
do notice flooding,
and it’s pretty
prevalent in our
area, especially in
Murray Hill. In
general, I could see
sea-level rise
changing things in
Jacksonville.
— James Wilson,
Murray Hill

I think they are, but
it’s overwhelming. I
do think they are
paying attention to
it. I was not affected
by the Irma floods
but a lot of people
around me were. I
think if it happens
again, people will be
more prepared for it.
— Margaret Hall,
Ortega

I do know there is a difference in the rise of the sea level because
I’ve gone to Alaska a few times and I’ve noticed a big difference
there with the glaciers melting and the effect of that. I’ve never
thought about its effect on the St. Johns River. I do know I’ve been
here all my life, and the St. Johns River is a much healthier river
today than it was 30 years ago. Thirty years ago, there was trash
being dumped into it. We’ve come a long way. But there is probably
a lot more that can be done. Flooding in Avondale is an issue. I
don’t know how they can solve that or how quickly. We have a
business on Bay Street downtown, and I know when we had the
hurricane the water came into all those businesses. It isn’t just
the residents here but all over, and I think the City is aware of it.
Do I think the City is moving fast enough to take care of things?
No, I don’t think so. They are probably thinking of doing something, but could they do it much quicker? I think they could.
— Susan Miller, Avondale

I am concerned about flooding and the sea-level rise because
obviously global warming has been affecting everything. I do
know that last year when the hurricane came there was terrible
flooding in this area. From what I’ve seen, the City hasn’t done
a whole lot to address that issue. I feel like it is important because
this is a historic district. There is a lot at stake here if it all gets
washed away with rising waters from the St. Johns River. It’s a
big issue, and it should be addressed more than it is.
— Anthony Smith, Riverside

Oh man, honestly, I was walking along the Riverwalk the other
day, and I was pretty shocked at how horrible the condition of it
was since the last hurricane. So, from what I see, I don’t necessarily
think they are doing enough. It’s extremely concerning, because
the environment is changing, the river is rising, and hurricanes
are getting worse. We definitely have to protect the area, because
we are right on the water. Every year the protection they have is
just getting chipped away further and further. The sea level rises
naturally anyway so something needs to be done for sure.
— Morella Jansheski, Riverside
I’m not sure how much the sea level affects the river, but I do know
that during big storms we have a lot of flooding. I’ve lived here all
my life, and it is always been bad like right now. They’ve made significant improvements in the drainage in Venetia, but we still had
flooding during the last hurricane. I know the City Council and the
mayor are aware of this, and I am sure they are doing what they can.
On the sidewalks, my husband and I walk very early in the morning
before daylight, and the sidewalks are very uneven, causing people
to trip, and there is standing water on the sidewalks, too.
— Caroline Ross, Venetia

“Our need to
connect is as
fundamental
as our need
for food
and water.”
Soluna Yoga Studio + Holistic Spa offers
a wide variety of services within the
realm of Yoga, personal growth, creative
introspection and movement.

• Therapeutic Massage,
Reiki, Thai Massage,
Prenatal Massage
• Weekend Workshops
• Yoga Classes

— Matthew
Lieberman,
Ph D.

591 Oak Street
Jacksonville, FL

10200 Beach Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL

HOURS: Mon-Fri: 7:30am-5:30pm
Sat-Sun: Closed

HOURS: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm
Sat-Sun: Closed

904-358-9800

Voted Best Yoga
in Jacksonville
Magazine
2016 & 2017

• Specializing in Yoga Therapy,
Chair Yoga, Yoga for improved Mobility & Strength,
Restorative yoga, Yoga for beginners, Prenatal Yoga
• Private sessions to begin or further your yoga practice

(904) 646-4000

www.mymaxiriverside.com
Contact us today
904-680-7344

solunayogaspa@gmail.com
4154 Herschel St., Jacksonville FL, 32210

YOUR FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION IS OUR TOP PRIORITY

ve
a
S
!

G
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B

Raymond James & Associates, Inc., Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
Diversification and strategic asset allocation do not ensure a profit against
a loss. Investing always involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss. No
investment strategy can guarantee success.
Investments & Wealth Institute™ (The Institute) is the owner of the certification
mark “CIMA®,” the service marks Certified Investment Management AnalystSM,”
Use of CIMA® or Certified Investment Management AnalystSM signifies that the
user has successfully completed The Institute’s initial and ongoing credentialing
requirements for investment management professionals.

$10 OFF!

VALVOLINE HIGH MILEAGE
OR FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/19
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North Florida Land Trust turns over Spanish
American war fort to National Park Service
North Florida Land Trust officially
turned over ownership of the 1898 Spanish
American War Fort to the National Park
Service Dec. 14, 2018 at the National Park
Service’s Jacksonville headquarters.
Special guests invited to join the ceremony
to mark the occasion included Lake Ray
IV, who presented an antique post flag to
NFLT President Jim McCarthy, who then
presented it to NPS Superintendent Chris
Hughes. The flag had 45 stars, which was
the official United States flag between
1896 and 1908 and would have been the
type that flew over the 1898 Spanish
American War Fort.
“It was a pleasure to be able to help save
this important piece of Jacksonville’s
history and we are so thankful for all of
the support we received,” said McCarthy.
Representing the Delores Barr Weaver
Fund, which was instrumental in funding
the purchase of the property, was Susan
Datz Edelman, vice president of strategic
communications, The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida. Weaver
offered a $100,000 challenge grant toward
the $400,000 purchase price of the property,
bought at a tax auction and originally
slated for new development.
City funding in the amount of $162,500,
secured by City Councilman Tommy
Hazouri, and many other generous donations
from throughout the community, including
a $39,000 match donation from an anonymous donor, helped secured the grant.
NFLT served as the acquisition and
fundraising partner of the NPS. The
preservation made sure the only actual

Memorial tree
planted in 5 Points

Wyman Hunt, Riverside Presbyterian House
administrator, takes delivery of an elm tree from Joel
Philips, owner of Philips Garden Center.

Displaying the 45-star American flag are Keith Holt, Chris Hughes, Jim McCarthy, Adam Hoyles, Lake Ray, Lake Ray IV.

fort in Duval County remained intact to
become part of the Timucuan Ecological
and Historic Preserve. “This was a yearlong-plus journey to acquire this property
and we are excited to now be able to hand
it over to our partners, the National Park
Service,” said McCarthy. “A special thanks
and a lot of credit goes to our Land Protection
Director Marc Hudson. His interest and
passion for history really drove the project
and he worked closely with the National
Park Service to make it a success.”
“We are grateful for the partnership with
the North Florida Land Trust and for their
help to save this piece of history,” said Chris
Hughes, National Park Service superintendent
of Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve.
“Obtaining ownership of this historic property
really is a feather in the cap of the National
Park Service and a huge accomplishment for
the citizens of our country. Now our work

starts to assess this 120-year-old fort, which
has been in a state of disrepair. Our hope is
to eventually allow responsible public visits
to the site while making sure it remains
unimpaired for future generations.”
The 1898 Spanish-American War artillery
battery fort was one of four forts on St.
Johns Bluff that acted in defense of the
river and is the only one that remains. The
first, Ft. Caroline, was constructed in 1564
by French Huguenots. It was later taken
by the Spanish and renamed Fort San
Mateo. The exact location is not known,
but it is believed changes in the river left
it submerged. An English fort was constructed in 1778 and was likewise lost when
man-made changes to St. Johns Bluff caused
considerable erosion along the marsh. A
Confederate Earthworks was built in 1862
and has been buried. It now lies underneath
a residential development.

A 15-foot elm tree
was planted in the
garden at Riverside
Presbyterian House,
a retirement community at 2020 Park
Street, in memory
of Omer “Jack”
Masters, Jr.
Masters passed Omer “Jack” Masters, Jr.
away Dec. 10, 2018
at Community Hospice, at the age of 97,
said Norman Young, a representative of
Masters’ estate.
“Until very recently, Jack enjoyed being
outside walking in the garden. This will
provide much needed shade in our
center garden in an area where we recently
lost a major tree,” commented Wyman
Hunt, RPH administrator.
Before moving to RPH, Masters was
a longtime resident of the Riverside
community, a Navy veteran, a retired
executive of Florida Blue, past president
of the docent corps at the Cummer
Museum of Art and Gardens, and active
in community theater.

Shop for your

Valentine

at the Cathedral Gift
Shop & Bookstore
221 E Church St

Bring in this ad
and receive
20 % off
your purchase!
Drema Farmer Jewelry
Designs Trunk Show
February 8, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
February 10, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Jordan Marchman
Equity Partner

Partnered with the nation’s top providers
Comprehensive coverage for your assets
Local presence to better serve you
Trusted and proven since 1877
The difference is service

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

1000 Riverside Ave, Suite 500
Jacksonville , Fl 32204
904.421.8632 | 904.339.1778

jmarchman@hpbins.net

www.hpbins.net
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Navy changes course on plan for USS Adams in Jacksonville
By Kandace Lankford
Resident Community News

It has been more than 10 years since the
Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association
(JHNSA) conceived the idea of bringing a
retired Navy warship to Jacksonville to be
used as a floating museum, but after a decade
of spending money and exerting effort, the
JHNSA announced in December that the
vessel will not be berthed in the Bold City.
For reasons that were not made entirely
clear to JHNSA, the Navy determined that
it would not donate the USS Charles F.
Adams to Jacksonville – instead, it will be
scrapped. The JHNSA was interested in
that particular ship because of its deep
roots here. The USS Charles F. Adams was
based out of Mayport from 1969 until it
was decommissioned in 1990 and subsequently transferred to Naval Inactive Ship
Maintenance Facility in Philadelphia.
“It’s been about a 10-year effort for me,
and about 12 years for our plank owners.
We have submitted two or three different
applications through the years. We submitted the first one in 2010 or 2011 and
the Navy said it was the best application
they had ever received,” said Daniel Bean,
JHNSA president. “Things went swimmingly
until 2015, when the Navy offered for us
to take possession of the ship. We didn’t
have enough financing or a spot with the
City as far as a pier, so we didn’t accept it
at the time – probably one of the biggest
mistakes I made.”
About six months later, the JHNSA got
$1 million from the State, and the City
offered them a slip. They then reached out
to the Inactive Ship Maintenance Department
of the Navy, but did not receive responses
to their emails or phone calls. When JHNSA
finally did receive a response from the Navy,
they were caught up in an eddy of redundancy
and previously unmentioned requirements
that resulted in them spending countless
hours and hundreds of thousands of dollars
trying to make it happen.
“It was ridiculous, the hoops they made
us jump through. We had to resend 90
percent of our applications. They wouldn’t
accept Crowley’s tow bid of $350,000 – they
said it was too low. They told us we had to
have a $10 million insurance policy now,

which wasn’t in the instructions or application. They kept moving the goalpost,” said
Bean. “We think the reason is, there have
been too many ships on display that have
come back to the Navy and asked for millions
of dollars for help. We accept that, but we
think they made the decision in 2015 and
didn’t tell us.”
Congressman John Rutherford became
personally involved in the effort to bring
the USS Charles F. Adams to Jacksonville.
He worked with Navy officials to get approval
to have the ship transferred here, but even
that did not yield the desired result.
“We were disappointed by the Navy’s
final decision, especially considering the
effort that so many put forth over the
course of this project. Though JHNSA
found their communication with the Navy
to be lacking at times, several conference
calls and correspondence transpired regarding this project, particularly after the
congressional delegation became involved.
It is important to note that JHNSA’s application was open for nearly a decade.”
When the U.S. Navy was asked why it
decided against releasing the ship, a response
came from Colleen O’Rourke, Naval Sea
Systems Command, office of corporation
communication. “After the ex-Charles F.
Adams was placed back on donation hold,
the Navy continued to work with Jacksonville
Historic Naval Ship Association (JHNSA)
to assist them with outstanding requirements in their donation application.
Although there were improvements, the
Navy was unable to approve the donation
application due to deficiencies that remained from JHNSA’s updated proposal,”
she said, adding “The ship will be disposed
of via dismantlement.”
Although the ship has sailed regarding
USS Charles F. Adams, the dream to bring
a warship museum to Jacksonville is still
afloat, according to Bean. A representative
from a warship that is on display elsewhere
in the country contacted the JHNSA because
they are having trouble housing their ship
and would like the JHNSA to have it. JHNSA
representatives have already made two
trips to inspect the ship and will soon be
sending divers to inspect the hull.
At the ship’s current location, the pier is
going away because the surrounding

USS Charles F. Adams (Courtesy ussadams.com)

property is being developed. The location work. Reunions can be held and we can
is not being disclosed at this time, per the show our appreciation for the Navy, which
potential donor’s request. The hope is that is a big part of Jacksonville,” said Love. “It
the ship will be towed to Jacksonville before would be a tourist draw for downtown to
hurricane season begins, if the hull is strong have the ship there. My goal is to be able
enough and a transfer is feasible. The ship to see it from I-95. People could see it when
would be docked at the shipyard close to they drive over the bridge, and they would
the Berkman Plaza pier. It’s a good location want to go see it.”
because the pier is strong and the water is
According to Bean, the JHSNA business
an optimal depth.
plan calls for the ship to be rotated every
District 14 Councilman Jim Love, a Navy 10 years, so once they get the first ship here,
pilot and retired Naval Reserve Captain, they would apply for a second ship. There
has a personal interest in bringing a wartime would never be more than one ship docked
ship museum to Jacksonville, and he thinks at a time.
it would be good for the city as well.
“Jacksonville is a Navy town, and Florida
“I think that Jacksonville deserves a ship is the third largest Navy state in the country,”
and I will be working with Dan Bean to try Bean said. “We have worked with developers
to help make that happen. We would like of the Shipyards, they are excited about it
the USS Adams, but another ship would – we are all excited about it.”

Find Your Flow
WORKSHOP

February 23rd,1:00pm-3:00pm
$30 Pre Registration
AVONDALE
3653 St Johns Ave 32205
Yoga-Den.com

JUST LISTED I $445,000

904-356-6856
2534 Oak Street
SeekHairPeace.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

1405 EDGEWOOD AVE S
JACKSONVILLE
4 BR · 2.5 BA · 2,380 sq ft

$449,000

FOR SALE

1864 CHALLEN AVE
JACKSONVILLE

3 BR · 2.5 BA · 2,475 sq ft

$675,000

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DR.
JACKSONVILLE

6 BR · 5 FULL, 2 1/2 BA · 7,341 sq ft · 1.57 acres

$1,825,000

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

rewade.com
1309 AVONDALE AVE.
JACKSONVILLE
3 BR · 2 BA · 1,835 sq ft

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

904.534.0969
wade@rewade.com
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Developers aim to make a place of ‘ambience, fiber and essence’
Downtown Dwellers hear City’s
top visionaries describe what’s
on tap for next five years
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

The District – Life Well Lived developer
Peter Rummell has said it many times: “You
can’t be a suburb of nowhere, and Jacksonville’s
downtown is now nowhere. We’ve got to
make it a place with ambience, fiber and
essence so it can have a personality.”
Perhaps no one agrees more with Rummell
than the Downtown Dwellers, a group of
downtown residents who banded together
a few years ago to build a sense of community among those who reside in the
sparse residential developments that lie
on Jacksonville’s Northbank and Southbank.
It was standing-room-only when more
than 200 Downtown Dwellers and their
guests crowded into the large ballroom at
the Omni Jacksonville Hotel Jan. 7 to listen
to Rummell and his partner, Michael Munz,
both of San Marco, join Jaguars President
Mark Lamping, overseer of Shad Khan’s
downtown mixed-use initiatives, and District
5 City Councilwoman Lori Boyer describe
City projects underway Downtown this year.

Jacksonville Jaguars President Mark Lamping, District 5
Councilwoman Lori Boyer with The District – Life Well Lived
Developers Peter Rummell and Michael Munz

Northbank initiatives
Khan’s Northbank initiatives, which
include revitalizing the shipyards area near
TIAA Bank Field, will do much to “stabilize”
the Jaguars as a team, Lamping said. “When
Shad Khan purchased the Jaguars, it was
evident to us that the franchise will only
go as far as Downtown Jacksonville goes.
We realized early on, if we are not focused
on bringing more people to Downtown,
not only as visitors, but also as employees
and residents, we will probably fall short
of our goals,” he said, noting his firm is
aligned with the City in its focus to bring
economic strength downtown.
“We are somewhat of a reluctant developer. We don’t have the accomplishments,
honors, and international and national

The existing Southbank Riverwalk (solid yellow line) will be extended by the City of Jacksonville and adjacent property developers.

recognition that Peter and Michael have
in their careers, but we do have real incentive,” he continued. “Our incentive is
to have a stable and economically strong
[NFL] franchise in Jacksonville.”
Lamping said Khan’s development will
begin this year in Lot J, a large surface
parking lot with 1,400 spaces west of Daily’s
Place near the stadium, and noted there
will be five parts to the first phase of its
development. First, a large surface parking
structure above the retention pond that is
just west of Lot J will be built. “It would be
a very large structure because there is a
need to replace the parking currently held
in Lot J and also to provide some parking
for the developments that follow,” he said.
Lot J would be divided into four quadrants
– ideally two quadrants will provide office
space, each with a major employer on site
to bring activity to the area 365 days a year.
An alternative might see one quadrant with
office space and one quadrant of residential.
The remaining two quadrants would provide
an entertainment district with restaurants,
shops and amusements to complement the
stadium, baseball grounds, and Daily’s
Place, as well as a hotel.
“We have initiatives that are underway
in each of these four quadrants, and we
are excited to have a great development
partner in this first phase, Cordish
Companies,” he said, describing Cordish
as the “perfect partner,” with similar urban/

Love me. Love me knot.
Corsica Knot
Knobs and Pulls
by Jeffrey Alexander

sports center development experience in
Kansas City, St. Louis and Baltimore.
Khan’s second phase will depend on what
Jacksonville chooses to do as it relates to
a convention center. “If there is a decision
at some point in the future to build a
convention center, we have a great location
at the base of the St. Johns River,” he said.
Part of Khan’s master plan shows a
convention center on the Metropolitan Park
site as well as a large five-star hotel and a
renovated and remodeled marina, allowing
for day traffic and permanent nautical
boarding opportunities. “I don’t think it is
any secret that Shad is really interested in
bringing a Four Seasons [Hotel] to Jacksonville,”
Lamping said, noting the Jaguar’s owner
already owns the Four Seasons in Toronto.
The third phase to be built will be residential
units on the parking lots north of Lot J.
“Hopefully, if this is successful, we will be
able to develop a nice sustainable neighborhood to encourage even more involvement
on the Northbank between the Hyatt [Hotel]
and the Sports Complex,” he said.
Lamping also added he hopes the city
will relocate its downtown correctional
facility away from the riverfront.
“We are committed to seeing this through,”
he said. “It is one of those things, as Peter
can attest, that is hard to see through, not
because of a lack of will to get it done, or a
lack of capital, but because there are a lot
of pieces that have to come together as it

relates to making sure the community thinks
it’s a good idea. We hope to be one of the
parties that transforms Downtown, and we
want to do it in a way that doesn’t lose any
of the things that drew all of you Downtown,”
he continued. “Our goal is to build a sustainable Downtown neighborhood where
you have people that live and people that
visit, all together.”
The District – Life Well Lived
Although Lamping’s projects are often
perceived to be in competition with The
District, nothing could be further from the
truth, said Rummell. “Everybody tries to
convince me that we’re enemies, that we are
competing with each other, but I wish Mark
was done by at least half or all the way done
because the more that happens in Downtown,
the better off we all are. I wish him nothing
but the best of luck and that all this happens
sooner rather than later,” he said.
The District is scheduled to break ground
in May or June 2019, said Rummell. “We
think it will take about two years – ‘til summer
2021 – when you will be able to have a drink
on a very cool bar in The District,” he said.
Munz agreed. “I’m trying to get the gold
shovel going before Lori Boyer is out of office,”
he laughed. “The greatest day I had with
Peter was August 17, 2017 when we got a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Dock Repairs
New Construction
Piling Repair & Replacement
Bulkheads / Concrete Caps
Boat Lift Experts
Gazebos & Nature Walks
Dock and Bulkhead Inspections
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904.387.4814
BWMarineConstruction.com
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4048 Herschel Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205
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letter from the state telling us our property
was environmentally clean, sound, and ready
to go forward with development.”
At this point, The District, a 30-acre,
Southbank multigenerational development
designed for healthy living, will consist of
1,170 residential units for rent and sale,
150-200 hotel rooms, 288,000 square feet
of retail space, 150,000 square feet of office
space and a 125-slip marina.
First to be built will be an AC Marriott
Hotel, which is under contract. The marina
is currently at the “Army Corps of Engineers
stage,” which is an 18-month process, said
Munz. Eventually, townhomes will face
the wooded area at the back of the complex,
and the Riverwalk will front the development, which will include a four-acre,
riverfront public park. A wooden boardwalk
will join the Riverwalk, encircling the
backside of the development, allowing
residents and visitors to walk around the
entire site, Munz said, adding it’s a ninemile walk when you consider both the
Northbank and Southbank Riverwalk and
the walking path around The District.
“What other city in America has a ninemile linear park that covers two sides of
the river where you can walk, bike, take a
water taxi, and, as I understand, JTA
(Jacksonville Transportation Authority) is
talking about having an autonomous bridge
that could go back and forth. This is a
spectacular opportunity for us to have a
Northbank and Southbank connect like no
other city has,” Munz said.
Also included in the plan is a second
“front door,” a road connecting the development with the I-95 interchange. “Peter
often wants to take full credit for the I-95
exchange design, but it really is great for us,
because you can quickly get on I-95 behind
the project or enter from Prudential Drive,”
Munz said.
In answer to queries from residents posed
by Boyer, both the developers said they
were not concerned about flooding on
their properties, adding the developments
will be specially designed and “engineered”
to take excess water into consideration.
Rummell said his site had little standing
water during Hurricane Irma because JEA
had added fill and made the property higher
when it conducted its $28 million soil
remediation a few years ago. Residents in
adjacent neighborhoods should not worry
that The District will add to flooding woes
in their areas, he said.
“Jacksonville is going to be a very different
place in five years,” Rummell said. “I just think
we are at the right place at the right time.”
Wallcast Outdoor Venue
In order to draw more visitors to
Downtown and make the area more exciting
for residents, the City is planning to install
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a Wallcast Outdoor Venue in the area near
the Times-Union Performing Arts Center,
said Boyer. The installation includes
livestreaming of symphony, theatrical
performances and movies on the sides of
the performing arts center and the CSX
building and will be modeled after
Soundscape Park in Miami Beach.
The parking area near the Times-Union
Center will be created into a Performing
Arts Garden, a lawn area with “informal
and unstructured” seating. Speakers will
ring the edges of the lawn allowing movies
and visual features to be projected from the
garden’s rear onto the side of the CSX
building, Boyer said, adding that the appropriation for the new garden was being
considered by City Council.
Another element which will augment the
performing arts center enhancement will
be the construction of a Northbank Riverwalk
Riverfront Visitor Center, located at the
corner of the performing arts building that
is closest to The Landing. Its appropriation
is currently being considered by City Council.
Perhaps most exciting will be a nightly
multimedia show, with 360-degree visuals
that will beam off the Main Street and
Acosta Bridges, Friendship Fountain, the
CSX building and the Performing Arts
Center, that is being currently developed
by Miller Electric, TLC and the Moment
Factory of Montreal, said Boyer.
“I have been looking for about a year to
find the right kind of multimedia company
that will do public spaces,” Boyer said, noting
they have done public installations throughout the world as well as shows in amusement
parks and at the Super Bowl. The three
companies are engaged in developing the
show’s concept, cost estimates, hardware
and software specifications as well as operating cost estimates, she said.
The multi-site show will include stories
about Jacksonville told through a “chronology
of rhythms.” The synchronized light and
projection visuals will also incorporate audience participation through clapping, and
a seven-act sequence might include the
themes of ecological (connections between
citizens and ecosystems), indigenous
(Jacksonville’s pre-colonial history and traditions), beat ( movement of people and
trade along the river), train (ways the train
replaced river travel and changed the cultural
landscape), musical (Jacksonville’s rich
musical traditions throughout the ages),
sports (civic pride in play and competition),
and military (a source of employment and
sense of pride).
The four sites will light up in synchronicity
to reveal a unified story for the set duration.
Each show can be viewed one site at a time,
where the story is discovered through a new
perspective with each visit or viewed through
multiple sites throughout the duration of
one show, Boyer said.
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Boyer gives updates on North
and Southbank projects
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

At the start of her presentation before
the Downtown Dwellers meeting Jan. 7
at the Omni Hotel, District 5 City
Councilwoman Lori Boyer provided an
update on the status of several ongoing
projects on the North and Southbank
including:
• The Liberty Street Project, which
includes the roadways, basin and
bulkhead, will be completed sometime
in Summer 2019.
• The demolition of the old Duval
County Courthouse and City Hall
Annex properties will be completed
in May 2019.

Fountain, has been funded and construction will begin in first quarter 2019.
Its theme is Exploration of the St. Johns
River – Ribault’s landing, Ft. Caroline,
and the Timucuan – and includes a
picnic area and a lush garden walk.
Ribault’s Landing Play Park is undergoing its preliminary design and
will be put out to bid in spring 2019.
Located in the area between Friendship
Fountain and the Main Street Bridge,
it will include a large play structure
shaped like a French Galleon, a splash
park and a dry park. The playground
has been patterned after London’s
Princess Diana Memorial Playground
in Kensington.
Southbank Riverwalk
and Overland Loop

• The procurement process for design,
Two-thirds of the Southbank Riverwalk
build, and contractor for the removal and Overland Loop has been funded or
of the Hart Bridge ramps will begin is currently under construction. When
in 2019, but construction may not start finished, the multi-use loop will circumthis year because federal grant money navigate the entire Southbank, including
is involved.
The District property, said Boyer.
Segments of the loop which front
• Northbank bulkhead reconstruction Baptist Medical Center to the Fuller
on the Times-Union Performing Arts Warren Bridge as well as sections on
Center section between Hogan Street Children’s Way and Nira Street near
and West Coastline Drive has been Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center
fully funded. The contract is in pro- are under construction. The connection
curement and it is estimated to be from Children’s Way/Nira Street to the
under construction by summer 2019. Fuller Warren Bridge was funded last
year and is in design.
• The Riverplace Boulevard Road Diet is
The appropriation for the Riverwalk
scheduled to be complete by July 2019. portion from the One Call building to
the Fuller Warren Bridge was $700,000
• Construction on the Riverplace Tower for the design, $6.3 million for conFinger Piers, additional docks for struction and $500,000 for a floating
private recreational vehicles, is scheduled dock near the base of the bridge.
to be complete by 2019.
The Southbank Riverwalk in front of
the Ventures Development Group res• Wayfinding signage, to be installed on idential project will be built by the
and near the Riverwalk, will be installed developer starting in 2019.
this spring.
The PUD for 1230 Hendricks Avenue,
the old Florida Baptist Convention
Boyer said construction on St. Johns building, has applied for City permitting
River Park and Friendship Fountain and the developer is to construct the
should begin in the first half of 2019. The multi-use path on Nira Street in front of
design and build contract for the fountain the property to Hendricks.
restoration, including new pumps and
The portion of the Southbank
features is in place. Included in St. Johns Riverwalk that will front The District
River Park will be Bartram’s Garden and – bulkhead, riverwalk and the park –
Ribault’s Landing Play Park.
was funded pursuant to City Ordinance
The garden, located between River 2018-313 at a cost of $17 million. It
City Brewing Company and Friendship will include a new taxi dock.
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Public forums showcase candidates’ views FROM PAGE 1

The primary election will be held Tuesday,
March 19. If no candidate obtains 50 percent
plus one vote, the two candidates with the
highest vote totals will be on the ballot in
the general election, Tuesday, May 14.
Four of the five candidates are running
for the first time.
DeFoor is a senior vice president at Fidelity
National Financial, serving as their National
Agency Counsel. She holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University of the South
and a jurisprudence degree from the
Cumberland School of Law. DeFoor lives
in Ortega Forest, is married and has three
grown children.
Gettinger works for Google Fiber as the
metro expansion lead for Florida. She holds
a bachelor’s degree from Yale University
and a master’s in Public Policy from Harvard.
Gettinger lives in Avondale, is married and
has two elementary school-age children.
Mooneyhan is a retired businessman,
having worked for 50 years in the transportation industry. He graduated from Andrew
Jackson High School and studied transportation and logistics at Florida State College.
Mooneyhan lives in Argyle, is married, and
has four children and five grandchildren.
Peluso, a U.S. Navy veteran, currently works
as a Naval reservist and as a government
consultant. He is a graduate of George
Washington University and the University of
Pennsylvania. Peluso, single, lives in Riverside.
Testy, of Murray Hill, ran for the District
14 seat in 2011 as one of 10 candidates. His
candidate’s statement indicates he holds a
Bachelor of Arts in sociology and general
science from the University of Oregon, and
he said he has also studied criminal justice.
Two public forums were held in January
to introduce the candidates and their platforms to residents of a district that stretches
from 5 Points to Argyle Forest.
5 Points forum

All five candidates were present to gain
support for their platforms on Jan. 29 at a
forum hosted by Riverside Avondale
Preservation and Sun-Ray Cinema, and
moderated by John Citrone. The 90-minute
event included a brief question-and-answer
session with a standing-room-only the
audience of over 200.
Three questions were thrown at the
candidates, ranging from their ability to
work within a strong-mayor form of mayor-council government, to the removal of
the City’s three Confederate monuments
and, finally, whether economic progress as
regards the harbor deepening project on
the St. John’s River is worth the environmental
and human sacrifice.
Mooneyhan made it clear with the first
question that he is striving to stay out of
the friction at City Hall. “I’m not going to

sign on to be Lenny Curry’s boy. If it does
not benefit the people in this district, in
this city, I will not vote for it,” he said. DeFoor
also said she would work for the citizens,
although noting “Bottom line, if you don’t
work with the mayor, nothing gets done,
it’s just a fact.” Testy noted he would support
the mayor, especially when it concerns
criminal justice and the prisons, but hoped
he could say no to the mayor when he
disagreed with him.
Gettinger and Peluso both took the view
that a Councilmember’s job was to ask the
hard questions, but Gettinger said, “You
can’t be oppositional for the sake of being
oppositional. The point is to get the right
policies for the whole city, and we need to
be much more strategic, much more critical,
and we need to use data rather than politics
to make decisions.” Peluso was more pointed
about he called a toxic environment in City
Hall, stating that as a military officer with
experience in “command climates,” when
leadership creates a sense of fear and instability among subordinates it leads to poor
planning and poor policy.
Regarding removal of the Confederate
monuments, Mooneyhan and Testy felt they
should remain to help future generations
understand the history behind the city’s
racial problems. Gettinger and Peluso
suggested they should be put in a place with
context, such as a museum, while DeFoor
didn’t offer an opinion, instead saying there
should be a candid conversation about
racism and raising awareness about
Jacksonville’s black history.
After quoting the St. Johns Riverkeeper’s
comments about the harbor deepening
project, Citrone asked the candidates
whether economic progress was worth
environmental and human sacrifice, referencing the aftermath of Hurricane Irma
and sea-level rise.
Gettinger said that without proof and
data about the promised economic outcome

Tony Nasrallah, owner of the Murray Hill Theatre,
welcomes guests to the forum.

Jimmy Peluso answers a question at the Murray Hill Preservation Association-sponsored forum while Randy DeFoor,
Sunny Gettinger and Henry Mooneyhan wait for moderator Jason Tetlak, right, to lob more questions their way.

of the dredging project there is not a
business case for the project and she does
not support it. Mooneyhan said that as a
sensible project under scrutiny, deepening
the harbor could regrow Jacksonville’s
transportation economy. Testy said he
would support dredging but that it is affecting private property along the river.
Peluso said the City needs to focus on
making good on mitigating while the
dredging was happening. “Dredging is a
federal project that will be very difficult for
City Council to get in the way and completely
stop it,” he said. “We need to fight for the $50
million Alvin Brown was pushing for mitigation; we haven’t even seen a tenth of that.”
DeFoor focused on flood drainage issues,
suggesting in the future property owners
may have trouble getting flood insurance,
loans or post-disaster assistance from FEMA
if the City doesn’t address investment in that
infrastructure. She also said she had never
heard of a project like the harbor deepening
one that didn’t involve mitigation.
Murray Hill forum
Earlier in January, the Murray Hill
Preservation Association (MHPA) hosted
a candidates’ forum Jan. 15 at the Murray
Hill Theatre, where approximately 60 people
gathered to hear how DeFoor, Gettinger,
Mooneyhan and Peluso would answer
questions specific to the Murray Hill community. Testy was a no-show for the event.
Jason Tetlak, MHPA president, moderated
the forum, which consisted of four questions,
ranging from crime, economic growth, parks,
and what the candidates considered the
biggest issue facing Murray Hill.
When asked how they would help small
businesses in Murray Hill thrive, DeFoor’s
and Gettinger’s responses took aim at Visit
Jacksonville’s newest slogan “Jax. It’s easier
here.” Both women noted the difficulty and
amount of paperwork it took to open a
small business or to obtain approval for

building permits. “It’s too hard to do business
in Jacksonville,” DeFoor said, “so we need
to really look at that, figure out what does
and doesn’t make sense.” Gettinger agreed,
stating, “I’d like to see people engaging
neighborhoods with their great business
idea on the front end so when they go for
the permit there’s no surprise or month-long
hearing process.”
Regarding the biggest issue facing Murray
Hill, DeFoor and Mooneyhan felt that public
safety was the No. 1 issue in Murray Hill,
including “soft” crimes like speeding through
neighborhood streets, recommending more
police officers, cameras and neighborhood
watch groups to deter crime.
Gettinger said residents told her the
biggest issue was about investing in the
residential neighborhoods to make them
safely walkable. “Safety is a key piece but it’s
not just safety from crime, it’s physical safety
in the things you do every day,” she said. “I
would love to see us put some money in to
making this a walkable neighborhood.”
Peluso indicated that growth was a
benefit as well as an issue. “One of the
issues I see involving growth is that a lot
of residents, who have been here for second,
third and fourth generations, might be
getting priced out We need to be mindful
that the people who live here now might
be a little worried that they might be next
to have to leave,” he said.
Although not a Murray Hill resident,
Elaine Burnett has been active in the community for many years and shared her
thoughts about the forum.
“All the candidates were able to show a
willingness to be engaged in the diverse
community of District 14, and their desire
to help good neighborhoods like Murray
Hill thrive,” said Burnett, a Riverside
resident. “The most impressive were the
candidates who had a community engagement approach which stemmed from asking
‘What does the neighborhood need, what
is the public vision?’”
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Local chapter of U.S. Green Chamber
of Commerce officially in business
Submitted by Mike Bonts

The Episcopal School of Jacksonville

Two well-established private
schools agree to merge
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Episcopal School of Jacksonville (ESJ)
and Beaches Episcopal School (BES) announced the two schools will become one
on July 1, 2020.
After thorough discussion and an indepth review, the governing boards of
ESJ and BES, the Diocese of Florida, and
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
voted unanimously to merge BES into
ESJ to continue their mutual mission of
Episcopal Christian education. A legal
agreement was signed on Dec. 13. Both
schools believe this combination advances
the passion and commitment each school
has to quality education, which benefits
its students and families, as well as the
faculty and staff, and the greater Jacksonville
community, according to a statement
released Dec. 14, 2018.
ESJ was established in 1966 and its
56-acre campus includes a 28-acre estate
once belonging to the Packer-Cummings
family. Upon Mary Packer-Cummings death
in 1912, she willed the land to St. John’s
Cathedral, which used it to open a boys’
home in 1921. The home for needy children
closed in 1953 as a result of financial issues.
Some 10 years later, a planning committee
began the process of establishing an
Episcopalian high school, with the first class

Beaches Episcopal School

Adam Greene

Martha Milton

graduating in 1970. Current enrollment is
900 students in Grades 6-12.
“We look forward to honoring the wonderful history and culture of Beaches
Episcopal as it is merged into Episcopal
School of Jacksonville. We are excited for
the opportunities this merger will create
for our schools and our community,” said
the Rev. Adam Greene, ESJ Head of School
since 2017.
BES, which has 132 students, is more
than a decade older than its Duval County
counterpart, having been established in
1952 as a pre-kindergarten/kindergarten
by St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church.
In 1957 it became a parish day school and
by 1966 included six full grades. The school
was renamed Beaches Episcopal School
in 1991, acknowledging a broader community outreach.
Martha Milton has been Head of School
at BES since 2013. “We are thrilled to have
the opportunity to become one with Episcopal
School of Jacksonville. The merger of the
two Episcopal schools reflects the importance
of continuing an excellent academic education for children that nurtures mind, body,
and spirit. We are looking forward to a
robust future,” she said.
The two schools will spend the 20192020 school year working on the operational
implications of the merger. BES will
continue to operate as an independent
school through June 30, 2020, after which
time it will be fully merged into ESJ.

The North Florida Chapter of the U.S.
Green Chamber of Commerce celebrated
a very successful launch Jan. 17 at the
Museum of Science and History (MOSH).
Over 200 attended the event, officially
heralding the North Florida Green
Chamber of Commerce (NFGCC), a
regional networking organization for
businesses and community organizations
of all sizes, including nonprofits that
emphasize green and sustainable business
practices.
“The night actually surpassed our expectations. The level of excitement and local
commitment to sustainability was very
gratifying. I think we have a great start
and look forward to what’s ahead,” said
NFGCC Executive Director Christina W.
Kelcourse, Esq, CFP, CRPC.
After a stirring video on how protecting
the environment and supporting sustainability is vital to the region, Michelle
Thatcher, CEO and co-founder of the
U.S. Green Chamber of Commerce,
gave the keynote address to a packed
planetarium.
“It was a remarkable turnout for a first
event. It’s a testament to Christina’s
vision for the local Green Chamber and
signals the community’s passion and
willingness to protect the earth, its
occupants, the economy, and future
generations through education, networking and advocacy,” said Thatcher.
Speakers included Aaron Gottlieb,
CEO and owner of Native Sun Natural

Chamber and Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC)
Board member Mary Tappouni, Chamber Executive
Director Christina Kelcourse, Michelle Thatcher, CEO of
the U.S. Green Chamber, and FGBC Executive Director C.J.
Davila. (Photo by Jeff Strohecker)

Foods Market, and Ryan Murphy,
Director of Cultural Events, St. John’s
County Board of Commissioners, St.
Augustine Amphitheatre and Ponte
Vedra Concert Hall.
In addition to promoting the economic
success of NFGCC members using environmental, socially responsible and
sustainable practices, the North Florida
chapter plans ongoing networking and
educational events, job fairs and a mentoring program.
Member-only benefits include a newsletter, access to the chapter’s webpage to
promote company events and news,
listing in the local Green Market Place
and on the chapter’s engaging consumer
app, as well as sponsorship opportunities
and discounts.
To learn more email contact@
northfloridagreenchamber.org,
call (904) 878-3474 or visit
www.NorthFloridaGreenChamber.org.
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$1.5 million raised to restore historic Memorial Park, Florida’s WWI memorial

Memorial Park, Jacksonville’s third oldest
park, has statewide significance as Florida’s
World War I memorial. Listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and a
key part of the Riverside-Avondale National
Historic District, the park has also been
recognized as the finest small urban park
in the nation designed by the Olmsted
Brothers still in existence. The park is home
to Spiritualized Life, the statue that has
become the iconic image of our city.
Thanks to efforts of the nonprofit
Memorial Park Association (MPA) and
support from individual citizens, corporations, foundations and its public-private
partner, the City of Jacksonville, the park
is being preserved and enhanced. The $1.5
million raised in the Spirit of Victory
Campaign is being invested in the realization of a master plan that addresses the
experience of today’s visitors while honoring
the original vision of the park.
“The goal of the campaign was to raise
the funds needed to restore the park to
its original Olmsted Brothers glory by its

“While we are committed
to restoring the park’s historic
design, we have also taken
the opportunity to adapt the
park so that it can be operated
more efficiently,”
— Michele L. Luthin, vice president,
Memorial Park Association’s Board of Directors

100th birthday in 2024,” said Michele L.
Luthin, vice president of Memorial Park
Association’s Board of Directors and chair
of the communications and marketing
committee. “While we are committed to
restoring the park’s historic design, we
have also taken the opportunity to adapt
the park so that it can be operated more
efficiently,” Luthin said.
From a vision of a Citizens Committee
led by Rotarian George Hardee and philanthropists Morgan V. Gress and Ninah
Cummer, Memorial Park was funded entirely
by private contributions on land provided
by the City. A grand opening and dedication
was held on Christmas Day 1924. The
partnership of citizens, private contributors,
and the City of Jacksonville continues today
and is the reason this landmark park has
survived passage of time. In 1986, Memorial
Park Association was created by a group
of park enthusiasts and local philanthropists
concerned with Memorial Park’s persistent
state of decline and disrepair. Their efforts
revitalized the park, which has emerged as
a vibrant center for the community.
Today, the park is home to athletes and
yogis, sunbathers, book readers, fishermen,
artists, nature lovers, historians and other
visitors. As it was in 1924, the park continues to be a favorite place to stroll around
the oval walkway and along the promenade
that lines one of the widest points of the
St. Johns River, listen as the wind rustles
the park’s majestic trees, admire the iconic
memorial statue, Spiritualized Life, and
the large-scale bronze eagles in the park’s
plaza, and play a game of frisbee or chase
on the lawn.

Hurricane Irma struck a blow to the
park in 2017 with flooding that destroyed
the balustrade and many of the park’s
oldest plantings. The partnership of the
MPA and City has been important in
addressing the damage. The work continues
and has not deterred other initiatives including the recovery and restoration of
the memorial scrolls bearing the names
of Florida’s Fallen and a glorious commemoration of the 100th anniversary on
November 11, 2018 of the signing of the
armistice that ended WWI. Recently, MPA

has developed a 15-point Historic Walking
Tour and is working on the development
of its Field Guide. In addition, MPA is also
raising funds to build an endowment that
will be invested to maintain and preserve
the park for future generations.
There’s almost always something going
on in Memorial Park. Visit the park at 1620
Riverside Avenue and visit memparkjax.
org to learn of upcoming speakers and
events, to volunteer, and to make a tax-deductible contribution to preserve and
enhance the park. See you at the Park!

For general inquiries, email Memorial Park Association, Inc. at info@memparkjax.org. To donate in support of the park, visit memparkjax.org/donate/
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Leaders in local fundraising raise awareness for the career
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Regardless of the title – development
director, charitable gifts administrator,
director of funding – the people who fill
those roles all have something in common.
They are professional fundraisers, specifically
to generate philanthropic support for a wide
variety of charitable institutions.
Guided by a 59-year-old organization –
the Association of Fundraising Professionals
– people, like Courtney Weatherby-Hunter
and Annie Tutt, who choose to make a
career of gently twisting arms are raising
awareness not just about their nonprofits
but about their profession.
Weatherby-Hunter, president of the AFP’s
First Coast Chapter, said she joined the
Chapter in 2008, the same year as Tutt,
immediate past-president. Both residents
of San Marco, the women’s journeys into
fundraising had different beginnings.
“I started my development journey as a
student fundraiser for Dance at the University
of Florida. I have been a development
professional for almost 16 years,” said Tutt,
while Weatherby-Hunter said she had always
“dabbled in it” since her first job as a case
worker at Guardian ad Litem but has been
a professional fundraiser now for 10 years.

Although she doesn’t wield the gavel now,
Tutt said she is passionate about increasing
the recognition of AFP’s role in hosting
National Philanthropy Day. “I see the NPD
event as a great way to encourage new organizations to get involved with the Chapter,
grow membership and highlight the incredible
work of even more local nonprofits,” she said.
Weatherby-Hunter’s focus is to have
leaders in the community see the members
as experts. “Our Chapter members’ roles
in nonprofits range from communications,
major gifts, corporate giving, planned giving,
direct mail, board development, executive
leadership, etc.,” she said. “We have a broad
membership base and I would love to see
our chapter as the ‘go to’ when companies
want to give, form a board, or need a speaker
on development.”
She plans to implement that goal through
teamwork. “Our Chapter could not succeed
without the people sitting around the
table. We are a diverse, outgoing, fun group
who truly values each other and our goals. It
has been key to my planning for my presidency this year. I met with each one and
talked through why and how they can impact
our Chapter. Making this all happen takes
each one of us.”
One of the reasons Tutt said she loves
AFP is its diversity. “We continue to work

to increase diversity and inclusion. I enjoyed
creating strong collaboration between board
members and watching powerful connections
and relationships grow between our members.
The collaboration is very more meaningful
because so many different ideas and perspectives are around the table,” said Tutt,
who also noted she enjoys serving as a
mentor and a coach. “It has been a place
of joy in my career and in my AFP involvement. Welcoming those that are new to the
nonprofit sector or the fundraising field
and sharing my knowledge and experience
is the one way I can continue to contribute
regardless of my AFP leadership roles.”
For Weatherby-Hunter, contributing to
the long-term sustainability of the development community and the Chapter comes
through teaching others that fundraising
is a skill and a legitimate career choice.
“Colleges are just recently offering classes
and degrees in development,” she said. “My
generation sort of ‘fell into it’ and learned
along the way. AFP helped each of us in
that way. The best way to sustain it is to
continue involving not just our membership
but the greater community.”
For those on the fence about joining the
AFP, Tutt offers some good advice. “The
greatest value of the Chapter is in the people
you meet. These professional connections

Courtney Weatherby-Hunter and Annie Tutt

and friendships are a virtual team that is
always in your corner. They will take your
calls when you need support, they celebrate
your biggest wins with you, and they challenge you to continue to grow,” she said.
And for members who are not sure about
taking on leadership roles, WeatherbyHunter said, “You are not alone as a
leader. You have an entire team behind
you. Many of us are a team of one in our
various organizations. It can get lonely. Our
Chapter is anything but lonely. I encourage
our members to be as involved as they
want to be but know that we in leadership
are always there to talk through their first
ask, bond over a troublesome board meeting
or share our worst days.”

Animal lover, philanthropist honored for work in securing a future for homeless pets
The Jacksonville Humane Society (JHS)
celebrated the end of the Campaign for a
Compassionate Community and honored
Linda Berry Stein, campaign chair and
major donor with a special ceremony Jan.
15 at the Beach Boulevard facility.
The campaign raised $14.5 million to
build the JHS Adoption, Education and Pet
Help Center after a fire had destroyed the
former center in 2007.
“We’re almost approaching 12 years since
the fire,” said Denise Deisler, chief executive
officer. “They actually started a campaign
for a new building before the fire that
destroyed the shelter, and then immediately
after the fire in 2007 the economy tanked,
so that was the worst possible time to be
raising money for a new building. There
were some stops and starts along the way,
but we went at it with gusto and we’re not
stopping or looking back.”
The Campaign for a Compassionate
Community began in 2013 with a goal of
raising the funds needed for a new building.
Construction for the new center began in

David and Linda Stein toast the completion of the Campaign
for a Compassionate Community at the Jacksonville
Humane Society.

2016 and the building officially opened
in November 2017.
At the ceremony, JHS unveiled a prominent
sign that features Linda Stein’s name in
appreciation for her personal contributions
and dedication to the animals in Jacksonville.
“We’re celebrating our campaign chair,
Linda Stein, and her success. It’s a special
day to honor Linda for all of her hard work
leading us here, as well as take a deep breath,

and say ‘Yes, this is done and so what’s
next?’” said Deisler.
“It doesn’t end here. This is the beginning,
it opens brand-new doors for us to impact
and serve our community,” Deisler continued.
“Our education program has taken off and is
thriving, our animals are healthier and stay
here a shorter amount of time, it’s friendlier
so people come in to adopt more, and that
translates to being able to care for more
animals. We’re fast approaching the 9,000
mark and we were barely at 4,000 [animals
sheltered] when we started down this path.”
Deisler said the JHS would be taking on
a regional and state role, using their experience to share with other communities
who may be endeavoring to do the same.
“We’ll share with them how to do a great
adoption program, a great intake program,
best practices, model programs and we’re
just at the beginning of sharing that. We’ll
always be committed to our community
and now we’re committed to sharing that
and helping other communities have great
moments like that, too,” she said.

Board members Mike Gehlen, Kristine Cherek, Gary
Meeks, Lisé Everly, Sean Lueck and Linda Berry Stein with
Development Director Theresa Scordo, Chief Executive
Officer Denise Deisler, Nancy Peterman, Chief Operating
Officer Nikki Harris, Ann Korczyk and Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Stan Hill raised a toast at a special campaign
recognition ceremony to honor Linda Stein.
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Bloom Realty adds talented, versatile agent
Taft Alexander brings a
breadth of knowledge and
passion to the business
Taf t A l e x an d e r
doesn’t see himself
through the single lens
of a real estate sales
professional. He’s not
content being put in a
box, a singular category,
or a career that limits
Taft Alexander
him to sales. “I’ve
worked at several of the top real estate
companies, but they simply don’t allow
me to be as creative and versatile with my
business,” said Taft. “Bloom Realty has
really afforded me the ability to bring all
of my skills to the table.”
As he shared his personal journey
through the business of real estate, Taft
elaborated on his unique skill set and
his background, one that has led him to
succeed in many facets of the industry.
Taft embraces the fact that he’s not just
a real estate agent. He’s also a home
renovator, an investor, a designer, a luxury
stager, and an expert on historic homes
and historic restoration and preservation.
It is this combination of qualities which
enables him to successfully represent
clients who are intrigued by the prospect
of real estate investment and development
but in need of guidance. His luxury
staging, which he provides to his clients,
is instantly recognizable — a collection
of antiques and contemporary pieces that
reflects his decades-long study of design.
Taft was introduced to historic home
restoration at a young age, along with
design and antiques — an early influence
which he credits to his upbringing. As
his parents undertook projects on 19th
century homesteads in both New York’s
Hudson Valley and Wilmington, North
Carolina’s historic district, there was
always a draw to learn more for young
Taft. A passion for history, architecture,
and design fueled his growth. His father,
a contractor, instilled in him a strong
work ethic from an early age. From working
on home projects to helping with the

family business in the summers, Taft has
been renovating for as long as he can
remember. As a child, he enjoyed antiquing
with his mother in New England, a haven
for antiques, collectibles, and architecture.
From exploring old farm houses to the
Gilded Age estates of the Hudson River
Valley, Taft’s early travels nurtured an
admiration for varying aspects of architecture and lifestyles. “It taught me a great
deal about architecture, historic period
pieces, quality, and an appreciation for
history in general,” he mused.
In Charleston, South Carolina — one
of the country’s most beloved and beautiful
cities, steeped in history and replete with
an architectural heritage that reflects
this history — Taft discovered a tangible
means of employing his interests. After
earning his degree, he worked in both
real estate and the construction industry,
honing his skills for design and pursuing
his passion for real estate and historic
preservation. When he met his fiancée,
Ackerly, he knew that historic homes
were in his future, as Ackerly had been
raised in historic 18th century Charleston
homes and shared his passion for design,
antiques, and historic preservation.
Upon settling in Avondale nine years
ago, Taft and Ackerly embarked upon the
renovation of her grandparents’ historic
Spanish Colonial home, built by her
grandfather in 1926. Here, Taft found
himself inspired by the beauty of yet
another historic neighborhood, with its
own unique amalgamation of diverse
architectural styles.
Taft is poised to help anyone seeking
a knowledgeable real estate professional,
a studied historic preservationist, a
designer with extensive renovation
experience, and a strong advisor to investors. Furthermore, his ability to envision
the potential in a fixer-upper as well as
his understanding of luxury properties
makes him a versatile agent for a variety
of opportunities.
You can reach Taft Alexander by phone
(904) 994-1840, email taftalexander@gmail.com,
Instagram @taftalexander, or visit the website
bloomrealty.com for more information.
PD. ADV.

Isabel Burgos

JAX Chamber names new ImpactJAX board

Britten Shea

Amanda Trotenberg

Jon Cagan

Three local residents were named to the Chair; Ebony Carter, Black Knight, AtJAX Chamber’s 2019 ImpactJAX Board of Large Board Member; Elizabeth Feustel,
Directors. Avondale resident Britten Shea, Jacksonville University, Public Policy
with Black Knight, was named Social Chair, Chair; Graham Hawkins, CenterState
Riverside resident Amanda Trotenberg, Bank, Professional Development Chair;
Burdette Ketchum, is an At-Large Board Richard Naylor, Tom Coughlin Jay Fund
Member, and Ortega resident Jon Cagan, Foundation, Chair-Elect; Kayla Nocella,
Cagan & Cagan Law Firm, will serve as AXA Advisors, At-Large Board Member,
Community Pride Chair.
and Ashley Rogan, River City Science
Lauren Braddock Alcorn, commercial Academy, Immediate Past Chair.
business development representative for
ImpactJAX is the young professionals’
SERVPRO of The Beaches/Ponte Vedra, organization of the JAX Chamber and
will lead the board as Chair in 2019, and the venue for Jacksonville’s next generation
other members include Mike Belle, Catholic of leaders to connect with each other and
Charities Bureau, Service and Giving the community.

Ascension Florida, St. Vincent’s name new leaders

Susan Cornejo

Huson Gilberstadt

Michael Morrical

Kim Shrewsbury

Ascension Florida, comprised of St. Vincent’s serves as the system vice president of finance,
HealthCare based in Jacksonville and Sacred has been named Ascension Florida’s new
Heart Health in Pensacola, officially named chief financial officer.
its new chief operating officer, chief financial
Huson Gilberstadt, M.D., will be chief
officer and chief clinical officer. The statewide clinical officer of Ascension Florida. Dr.
health system operates seven hospitals and Gilberstadt has held the same role with St.
more than 100 sites of care, and employs Vincent’s HealthCare for the past three
more than 10,000 associates.
years and is also president of St. Vincent’s
Susan Cornejo, who currently serves as Medical Center Riverside. Michael Morrical,
Ascension Florida’s chief financial officer, currently St. Vincent’s Riverside’s vice
will become the chief operating officer. president of operations, will become the
Previously, she was CFO and COO for hospital’s new president.
Sacred Heart. Kim Shrewsbury, who now
The changes are effective January 1, 2019.
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adds two board members

Kathy Stark
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Humanitarian award honorees announced

Katie Mitura

Kathy Stark, of Lakeshore, has joined
the Timucuan Parks Foundation’s board
of directors. Stark, a local artist, was
joined by Arlington resident Katie
Mitura on the board of the nonprofit
organization which protects and promotes Jacksonville’s vast network of
preservation parks. Mitura is vice
president of marketing and communications at Visit Jacksonville.
Stark specializes in watercolor and
oil painting, and most of her artwork
depicts natural Florida landscapes,
which she explores by hiking, kayaking,
canoeing, mountain biking and dog
walking. Stark is the creator of the book
and traveling exhibit titled “The
Wilderness of North Florida’s Parks,” a
blend of art and education of the great
unspoiled stretches of the wild park
system in the North Florida region.
Stark’s work has been shown in museums
and galleries throughout Northeast
Florida and has been collected both
privately and corporately.
Mitura moved to Jacksonville in 2004
and began working with Visit Jacksonville
that fall to coordinate the communications center for Super Bowl XXXIX
in 2005. Mitura is now in charge of
overseeing all marketing, communications and visitor center departments
for Visit Jacksonville. Her main objective
is to create and maximize exposure for
the region as a destination for visitors.
Some of her major initiatives include
the Jax Ale Trail, Kids Free November,
Winter on the Water and the Front Line
Employee Attractions Program.
Mitura and Stark join a board made
up of a diverse group of professionals
from throughout North Florida. There
is a total of 11 members on the board
of directors.

Myron Flagler

Patrick Geraghty

Janet Owens

Five honorees have been selected to receive honorees, the 2019 Acosta-Rua Young
awards from OneJax at its annual Humanitarian Professional Award will be given to Basma
Awards Dinner, Thursday, April 11.
Alawee, an immigration activist and teacher.
The 2019 Silver Medallion honorees
The event, held at the Prime Osborn III
include Myron Flagler, recently retired Convention Center, includes a formal
executive director of the Jewish Community ceremony to recognize outstanding humanAlliance; Patrick Geraghty, CEO for GuideWell itarians and raise funds to support OneJax’s
Mutual Holding Corporation, Florida Blue programs. OneJax Humanitarian Awards
and GuideWell Group, Inc.; Janet Owens, began in 1970 to honor individuals who
executive director, Jacksonville office of have made a significant humanitarian
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC); contribution to their communities.
Julia W. Taylor, longtime community trustee.
The Silver Medallion is awarded each
In addition to these four Silver Medallion year to men and women in recognition

Riverside Baptist
Church welcomes
new minister

Julia Taylor

Basma Alawee

of the individual’s outstanding dedication
and community service. Recipients of
this award have exhibited an extensive
record of involvement in civic, charitable,
volunteer and professional organizations;
dedication to the improvement of human
relations among diverse groups in our
city; impeccable personal and professional
integrity; sustained commitment to humanitarian ideals; history of placing
humanitarian concerns above self-interest;
and realistic humility about his/her importance in the world.

Ortega-based day school names interim head

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth J.
Meyers joined Riverside
Baptist Church as its new
pastor. He was formerly on
Kenneth Meyers
staff at the Alliance of
Baptists, serving as faith
formation specialist. He has also served a variety of churches
throughout the United States.
Meyers’ experience in spiritual formation can be credited to
his extensive teaching and preaching around the world – including
Romania, England, El Salvador, New Zealand, and China, where
he taught at Guangxi University. His educational background
includes a Master of Arts from Southern Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky, a Master of Divinity and a Doctor of Divinity from
Wesley Seminary in Washington, D.C., with added academic
study at Oxford.
Meyers is married, has three children and one grandchild.

The Board of Trustees of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School has named Edward
Costello as Interim Head of School, effective
January 7, 2019.
Costello was identified from a field
of exceptional candidates, coming highly
recommended from the Florida Council
of Independent Schools as well as
Southern Teachers Agency. Working in
independent schools for over 40 years,
14 of those as Head of School at Durham
Edward Costello
Academy in Durham, North Carolina,
and his most recent contributions at Episcopal Day School
of Pensacola as Interim Head, were all compelling characteristics in his selection.
Costello holds an A.B. in American Studies from Syracuse
University, where he graduated Magna Cum Laude, and a Master
of Arts in Liberal Studies from Wesleyan University.
The Board of Trustees’ goal is to name a new, permanent Head
of School in the fall of 2019, anticipating a July 2020 start date
for the 2020-2021 school year.
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Riverside resident named
director for new UNF center
Karen Bowling, of Riverside, has been appointed the new director of the University of
North Florida’s Center for Entrepreneurship,
located in the newly-renovated Barnett National
Bank Building downtown.
Bowling, a UNF alumna with a Bachelor
of Arts in Literature, has more than 30 years’
experience in both public and private companies within the healthcare, government
and technology industries.
Prior to joining UNF, Bowling served as
president of Thrive Consulting, LLC in
Jacksonville, where she consulted in the
healthcare and government sectors. She previously served as chief administrative officer

St. Johns Country Day School adds to staff

Karen Bowling

for the City of Jacksonville, the CEO of 34
Solantic Urgent Care Clinics and in various
communication roles at healthcare firms.
Bowling currently serves as chair of the
Florida State College of Jacksonville Board
of Trustees as well as a member of the
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors.

BHHS Florida Network Realty adds new realtor to Avondale office

Denise DeLavallade

Denise DeLavallade has joined the Avondale office of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty. A resident
in the Normandy Manor area, DeLavallade moved to Jacksonville
in 2003.
In addition to holding a license as a REALTOR®, DeLavallade
is a certified empowerment coach specializing in leadership
growth and development. She has also worked in customer
service, and is an active member of the Impact Church of
Jacksonville. DeLavallade is married, has three daughters and
her favorite form of exercise is Zumba.

Emergency
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Caroline Morris

St. Johns Country Day School added two
new staff members to its Orange Park campus.
Jordan Robbins Rechcigl of Avondale,
a 2010 St. Johns graduate, joined the
school as director of development. Caroline
Morris, of San Marco, joined the private
school as St. Johns’ new director of college
counseling.
Rechcigl had been working in fundraising
with the Children’s Miracle Network,
American Lung Association, and other

nonprofits since she graduated from the
University of Florida in 2014 and brings
a wealth of experience back to her St.
Johns family for this position.
Morris holds a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Virginia and master’s
degrees in social work and counselor education from Columbia University and the
University of North Florida. She has served
as assistant director of college counseling
at The Bolles School since 2007.
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Jacksonville welcomes new philanthropic nonprofit
The CSI Companies, a recruiting firm based in Jacksonville, announced
its philanthropic arm, CSI Gives Back, was granted official nonprofit status
in January. The group’s efforts to make a difference in the community
began with sponsorship of community events in 2005.
Now under the leadership of Executive Director Becky Lowry, CMP,
the nonprofit will continue its mission of “providing acts of kindness
Becky Lowry
and bringing smiles to our community.”
Lowry has more than 10 years of event planning and charitable giving experience and
leads all community service initiatives for CSI, including partnerships with Dreams Come
True, American Lung Association, Team HEAL, Habitat for Humanity, Hunger Fight,
Rethreaded and more. Chris Flakus serves as board chair, Jeff Lawton as treasurer and
Deborah Valentine as secretary.
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Area realtors recognized at
2018 NEFAR awards program

Murray Hill resident joins Groundwork Jacksonville
Shanell DavisBryant, a resident of
Murray Hill, has
joined Groundwork
Ja c k s o nv i l l e a s
program manager.
While in graduate
school, Davis-Bryant
Shanell Davis-Bryant
conducted research
on the intersections of public policy and environment issues. She will put that experience
to work directing the nonprofit’s environmental improvement initiatives including the
Green Team Youth apprenticeship program.
Davis-Bryant earned a Master of Public
Administration (MPA) with a concentration
in management and program evaluation
from Ohio State University. She earned

her Bachelor of Arts in International
Affairs with a minor in ecology from the
University of Georgia School of Public
and International Affairs.
Davis-Bryant has broad experience in
housing and real estate from her work with
HabiJax and most recently as client services
coordinator for Colliers International.
While attending OSU she served as graduate
assistant and program manager for The
Community Shelter Board’s Unified
Supportive Housing System (USHS), where
she assisted individuals experiencing
homelessness in Central Ohio. She is
committed to volunteerism and serves as
tri-chair of the Urban Land Institute Young
Leaders Group as well as secretary of the
Murray Hill Preservation Association.

Meninak Club installs 100th president during centennial year
Kerry Varkonda was installed as the 100th president of the
Meninak Club on Jan. 5, at the President’s Reception, taking the
helm from Capt. Bob Buehn, USN (Ret.) during the club’s centennial anniversary year.
“I am honored to have been chosen as Meninak’s 100th president.
Since 1919, the people of Meninak have made service to our
community and ongoing learning priorities in their lives. When
I work alongside people who focus on helping others, it helps me
Kerry Varkonda
to make others a priority too. I am excited to be part of preparing
for our next 100 years of service and giving together,” said Varkonda.
Varkonda is a partner with PHW Energy, LLC., a Jacksonville Beach-based renewable
energy company which develops renewable electric generation projects and enhanced
renewable fuels in the United States.
Varkonda has worked with fellow Meninaks to teach Junior Achievement’s financial
literacy curriculum to elementary students in two Jacksonville Title 5 elementary schools.
He has also been a Take Stock in Children mentor for the past six years and has chaired
the Meninak’s membership and mentoring committees and has served as a director.

Sally Suslak

Among many awards presented at the
Northeast Florida Association of Realtors
annual installation and awards gala Jan. 17,
four were bestowed on local realtors Sally
Suslak, Lorri Reynolds and Gonzalo Mejia.
Suslak, broker/owner of Traditions Realty,
received one of two Circle of Honor awards
and also received the Golden R award. The
Circle of Honor is given to any NEFAR
member for many years of exceptional
service and contributions to the community,
state and the real estate profession. Gonzalo
Mejia, of Watson Realty Corp., received
the second Circle of Honor award.

Gonzalo Mejia

Lorri Reynolds, vice president and
managing broker of the Avondale/Ortega
office of Watson Realty Corp., was given
the Educator of the Year award, presented
to an instructor of NEFAR courses who
has provided exceptional educational instruction to NEFAR in 2018.
Suslak also received the Golden R, awarded
to a NEFAR Realtor member for faithful
long-term service to NEFAR.
For information on other award winners
and a list of new NEFAR officers and directors installed at the gala, go to residentnews.
net and enter NEFAR in the search box.

Mulrain joins Avondale real estate firm
After working for
decades as a referral
agent, Avondale resident
Joanelle Wood Mulrain
has joined the Avondale
office of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty
Joanelle Mulrain
as a Realtor.
As CEO of Mulrain Resource Group,
LLC, Mulrain has an extensive background
in marketing communications, networking,
public relations, strategic planning, and
multi-disciplinary advertising (print,
broadcast, digital).
In addition to expertise in real estate, sales
and marketing, Mulrain is a professional
artist, photographer, and author of several
books, including “Re-Rooting: Life’s Journey”

San Jose couple to chair annual Black & White Ball
The annual Black & White Ball, a fundraising gala in support of Catholic Charities
Jacksonville, will be held Saturday, March 9, 6 p.m., at the US Assure Club East at TIAA
Bank Field. This year’s event chairs are Karen and Greg Montana, of San Jose.
Greg Montana, a corporate executive vice president for FIS, serves as the company’s
chief risk officer and is a member of Catholic Charities Board of Directors. Karen
Montana serves Assumption Catholic Church in adult and youth ministries.
Over the past 27 years, the Black & White Ball has raised more than $3.1 million for
the nonprofit’s emergency financial assistance program.

Lorri Reynolds

AMANDA
SEARLE

BROKER ASSOCIATE,
REALTOR®

and is currently writing “The Life & Times
of Florence Nightingale.” A former Jacksonville
Business Journal Woman of Influence,
Mulrain was awarded Woman of Distinction
by the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council. She
is currently a member of The Women’s Board
of Wolfson Children’s Hospital and the
National Arts Club in New York.
Mulrain’s diverse career includes positions
as vice president of corporate communications with Baptist Health, and in special
projects for former U.S. Senator Bill Nelson.
Mulrain holds a bachelor’s degree in fine
arts from Jacksonville University and studied
archaeology at the University of Guadalajara.
She has summited Mt. Kilimanjaro and
crewed the H.M.S. Bounty tall ship from
Jacksonville to South Street Seaport, New
York with her oldest son.

4335 Marquette Avenue

3654 Valencia Road

4 beds/3 bath/2,251sf w/2car garage

4 beds/3 baths/2,578sf

$449,000

$599,000

ROOT REALTY | 904.710.5702 | AMANDA@ROOTREALTYJAX.COM

Love at First Sight!
We’re honored to care
for your entire familyfrom Grandbabies to
Grandparents.

RIVERSIDE
St. Vincent’s Hospital
DePaul Building, Suite 120
ORANGE PARK
2023 Professional Center Dr.
FLEMING ISLAND
1615 County Rd. 220, Suite 140
MANDARIN
11790 San Jose Blvd.

904.272.2020

www.clayeye.com
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Community Foundation selects
eight women, six men for class

Nearing completion, a 6,000-square-foot mural at Beaver Street
Fisheries was celebrated by the art community on Nov. 16.

Front: Courtney McGehee, Marion Lane, Willie Lane, Susan Kelly, Ragu Murthy, Priyanka Murthy; back: Kendall Sisisky Valliere,
Michael Schmidt, Ashley Stein Wotiz, Matthew Wotiz, Autumn Combs, Mandy Hudson, Ashton Hudson and John Baker (Photo by laird)

The Community Foundation for Northeast
Florida has seated its latest class of the
Weaver Philanthropic Initiative, a program
now entering its 20th year. The 14 emerging
philanthropists in the 2019 class will learn
more about the community’s needs and
how to maximize their charitable giving,
just like their predecessors.
The Weaver Philanthropic Class of 2019
includes John Baker, Autumn Combs,
Ashton Hudson, Amanda Hudson, Susan
Kelly, Edward W. Lane, Marion Lane,
Courtney McGehee, Priyanka Murthy,
Raguveer Murthy, Michael Schmidt, Kendall
Valliere, Ashley Wotiz and Matthew Wotiz.
Program alumni and members of The
Community Foundation’s Board of Trustees
welcomed the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative

Class of 2019 at a reception in November.
Late last month, the class began its six-month
education process, including opportunities
to experience hands-on grantmaking. Along
the way, members will learn about the critical
issues and abundant opportunities that exist
in the community. At its conclusion, participants will have a strong understanding
of their own philanthropic leadership style,
as well as an enlightened look at the grantmaking opportunities in the area.
The philanthropic leadership program
has been guiding the next generation of
philanthropists since 1999 and, in 2013,
was renamed the Weaver Philanthropic
Initiative in recognition of J. Wayne and
Delores Barr Weaver’s philanthropic commitment to the community.

Railyard District begins
makeover at Beaver
Street Fisheries
The massive mural on the face of a warehouse
facing Beaver Street was not quite completed
in time for its reception Nov. 16, 2018, but
the art community assembled to toast the
international artist, Alessandro Battisti (aka
Etnik), and view the work in progress.
Etnik, of Italian and Swedish heritage,
arrived in Jacksonville Nov. 8 and began
working 10-hour days on the 6,000-squarefoot mural at Beaver Street Fisheries, which
commissioned the project through local
artist Nicole Holderbaum and Irina
Kanishcheva, an urban art curator and
project manager from Gainesville, who was
recommended by the Cultural Council of
Greater Jacksonville to manage the project.
Etnik said he used about 30 different
colors, including about 10 shades of blue
latex paint, to render the image, which
combines architecture and nature. He

Beaver Street Fisheries Chief Financial Officer Jeff Edwards
with Ann Carey Holt, Cultural Council board chair

presented an initial sketch to secure the
project, but made some adjustments after
getting his first look at the warehouse. He
planned to finish the mural by the end of
the weekend, saying he had a flight back
to Italy on Nov. 19.
Holderbaum said other businesses in
the Railyard District are interested in doing
the same. “This is a catalyst for creative
revitalization here,” she said. “I’m excited
to get other Jacksonville artists involved
with the project because there’s an amazing
young group of artists who are very talented
and ready to expand and grow as artists.”

Valentines Roll - Pink soy paper
wrapped with tuna, salmon,
avocado roll with fish eggs
and crunch on the outside

Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

Great Beer, Wine
and Sake Selection

Check out our Organic and Vegan Menu Items,
made with Organic Ingredients!
Totally new rolls and appetizers, come try them today!

3620 St. Johns Ave.

904.388.5688
www.SushikoJax.com
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Viktor’s Payless – Best-kept Secret
for Name Brand Quality Furniture
Unheard of deals on furniture brands
such as Anthropologie, Broyhill, Hooker,
Lilly Pulitzer, Michael Amini, Stanley,
Thomasville, Young American and more
– under one roof.
Mattresses by Stearns & Foster, Sealy,
Serta and others – under one roof.
All over Jacksonville, real estate agents,
landlords, production companies,
newly-established businesses, parents
of college-bound children and others
have already found Viktor’s Payless
and Grocery at 6612 San Juan Ave. is
the one destination that’s sure to have
top furniture and mattress brands at
steep discounts.
“Drexel, Barclay Butera, Pulasky,
Collezione-Europa – any high-end brand
that exists, we have,” said Viktor Gjergji,
who enjoys passing those steep discounts
on to nonprofits, churches, and even
college students.
Viktor’s selling power comes from his
connections with government auctions
and seizures, unclaimed freight, and
overstocks from other retailers. Buying
new, unused goods through these outlets,
Viktor’s Payless can provide endless
deals on fine furniture, outdoor furniture,
and high-end mattresses and box springs,
as well as grocery, personal and sportswear items.
Viktor’s not only furnishes steep discounts for businesses and real estate
staging services, but for anyone who
wants half off or more on fabulous, exclusive furniture brands.
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Artists, innovators kick off
New Year in contemporary style
The Museum of Contemporary Art’s New
Year’s Eve pARTy included a variety of activities for the guests’ enjoyment. UNF
students and professors Jenny Hager and
Lance Vickery from the Art and Design
Department created a living timepiece and
music box, performing every hour. Vickery
also demonstrated a live nickel pour outside
the museum on Laura Street, while Mama
Blue rocked guests on the dance floor under
the latest Project Atrium installation.

MOCA New Year’s Eve pARTy Chairs
Charles and Marilyn Gilman

Viktor Gjergji

“Not everyone can afford to buy fine
furniture, but they can here,” he said.
“We do a lot for college kids and homeless
shelters, Lutheran Social Services, and
churches.”
Have college-bound offspring? Viktor’s
has a package deal at the ready.
Need a new Lilly Pulitzer bed set for
your master bedroom, or a Michael
Amini credenza for the dining room of
your vacation home? Viktor’s has what
you want.
Viktor’s clientele all knows one thing
– no day is the same at Viktor’s Payless.
Shipments of goods arrive daily, and
every trip to the store can yield a delightful
surprise or two to be found among the
newly-stocked items.
Viktor’s Payless, 6612 San Juan Ave.,
(904) 786-5424, Tuesday-Saturday 9:30
a.m. – 5:30 p.m.; viktorspayless.com

PD. ADV.

Betsy 1/22/19
Lovett and9:46
WardAM
Lariscy
Jamario Stills with Heather Moore
Resident__Cunningham1.19.qxp_Cunninham
Ad 1/24/04
Page 1

SPICE THINGS UP!
LEARN TO DANCE

$59

INTRODUCTORY
DANCE PACKAGE

3 private lessons, 1 group class & 1 party
Buy one get one free for the month of February
When you mention this ad

•
•
•
•
•

Wedding Dance Lessons
Social Dancing
Healthy Lifestyle
Meet Exciting People
Couples & Singles Welcome

TRUNK SHOW
MON., FEB. 25
THROUGH
SAT., MARCH 2

AvondaleDance.com | (904) 384-8324 | 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205

THE LEADER IN JACKSONVILLE TREE REMOVAL
Tree Limb Removal • Storm Preparation • Stump Grinding • Over 5 Years Experience
Reliable Quality Service • Affordable Pricing • Satisfaction Guaranteed

WE WILL TREAT YOUR PROPERTY AS IF IT WERE
OUR OWN AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR PROJECT.

GIVE US A
CALL TODAY!
904.322.7799
tom@jaxtreeremoval.com

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864
M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tom Jackson, Owner

www.lindacunningham.com

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue At Prudential Drive
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Chamber swaps meeting
agenda for good time
A lot of fun and networking took place
among the region’s business leaders at the
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce’s 134th
annual meeting held Jan. 24 at JAX Chamber
headquarters downtown. “After 134 years,
we still call it a meeting – but let’s be honest,
it’s really a party,” said the invitation.
Chamber members and guests mingled
outside to live music from The Band Be
Easy as they enjoyed food and beverages
from local restaurants. Sponsors of the
annual event included PRI Productions,
JAXPORT, The Florida Times-Union,
Jacksonville Icemen, Wexford Strategies
and St. Vincent’s HealthCare.

Monica Sweet and
Kaci Honeycutt

David Hager
and Joe Grass

Hans Krieg with Kerri Stewart

Daniel Davis, Jax Chamber president,
with Brad Talbert and Chris Hagan

Will Ketchum with Drew Frick, Allan Wulbern and Dan Jackson

Leah Goodwin and
Katherine Hardwick with Junine Castin

Ed Nimnicht with Leslie and Harold McCart

Downtown law firm begins
second century in new digs
The law firm of Smith Hulsey & Busey
welcomed guests and colleagues in the field
of law to celebrate the beginning of its
second century providing legal services in
North Florida.
The Jan. 17 reception at the firm’s offices
in the Wells Fargo Center was attended by
more than 100 civic, business, legal and
community leaders.
The firm occupies 23,000 square feet on
the 32nd and 33rd floors of the 37-story
office tower on Independent Drive. Smith
Hulsey & Busey relocated from One
Enterprise Center, where it had its offices

Daryl Calhoun and Jim McKee with Jeanne Marie
Miller and Todd Higginbothan

Dick Schwalbe with George Doyle and Jay Smith

Steve Busey with Sidney Simmons,
Preston Keyes and Richard Lewis

since 1986. The firm was started in 1917
by Herbert Lamson, who was joined by
Lloyd Smith in 1936. Mark Hulsey, Jr. joined
Lamson & Smith in 1969, retired as senior
partner in 1994, and passed away in 2011.
Stephen Busey joined the firm in 1974 and
has been chairman since 1994.

Azhar Syed with
John Thomas

Don and
Kakie Roberts

Pulling Together for Jacksonville’s Future
My campaign is about people pulling together to
create opportunities for future generations in
Jacksonville. Pulling together to create new
opportunities for every neighborhood and
community. Pulling together to improve our
quality of life, support public safety and create
more jobs.

By pulling together we can have…
A fun and safe downtown,
Better access to culture and the arts,
World class schools,
New hope and new opportunities in
our vulnerable neighborhoods,
Parks, beaches and family spaces,
that are second to none,
A great world seaport,
Honest and ethical government.
Political Advertisement, paid for by Matt Carlucci, Republican for City Council.

Our legacy is what we will leave the next
generation. I promise all my energy and
optimism to make Jacksonville a better
city for our children and grandchildren.
As a former City Council President and
Budget Committee Chairman, I know it is
an honor to help guide this great city.
I’m asking for your support…let’s pull
together for Jacksonville’s future. I’m
Matt Carlucci and I want to earn your
vote!

The Carlucci family.

ENDORSED BY:
Congressman John Rutherford
FORMER JACKSONVILLE MAYORS
Jake Godbold
Tommy Hazouri
John Delaney
John Peyton
Alvin Brown
PUBLIC SAFETY
Fraternal Order of Police
Jacksonville Association of Fire Fighters
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Warren Jones
Cheryl Grymes

CURRENT BEACHES MAYORS
Ellen Glasser
Elaine Brown
Charlie Latham
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
Jacksonville Jaguars
Jax Biz, the arm of Jax Chamber
N.E. Florida Public Employees Local 630
COMMUNITY LEADERS
Audrey Moran
Bill Scheu
Jim Bailey
Alton Yates

VoteCarlucci.com

Proven Success With the

#1 Real Estate Office
in the Neighborhood
www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | (904) 388-5005

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke

Liz Bobeck

Dee Burnett

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

Heather Cosgrove

REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

(904) 210-6399

REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

(904) 903-8993

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Julia Fattahi

Lee Sheftall Elmore

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

(904) 699-4503

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

Zackery Williams

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

3027 ST JOHNS AVE
4/3/1-4,317 sqft.
SOLD by Jane Slater and Elizabeth Loftin! Love where you live!
So close to the river you can feel the breezes. Magnificent,
historic home - soaring ceilings, hardwood floors and light
filled rooms, this is a house you can’t wait to come home to.

2635 IROQUOIS AVE - $350,000
3/2-2,394 sqft.
Wonderful historic home nestled in Old Ortega amongst the
oak trees. This home boasts lots of living spaces where you can
entertain with ease, large eat-in kitchen with gas cook top,
and stainless appliances.

3859 ARDEN ST - $795,000
3/2/1-3,022 sqft.
Avondale gem full of charm. This home and the outdoor spaces
are so divine you are not going to want to leave. Cathedral
ceiling covered porches on the first and second floor. Great flow
and open floor plan make this house ideal for entertaining.

3659 RIVERSIDE AVE
2/2-1,425 sqft.
SOLD by Linda Maxwell, Sarah Leuthold, Josh Nugent, and Zack
Williams! Location, Location, Location - right in the heart of
Avondale! This well-maintained Avondale Bungalow is just steps
from the Shoppes of Avondale, the St. Johns River and Boone Park.

REALTOR®

(352) 406-2042

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

(904) 705-6464

Joy Walker

Claire Franson

REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

1604 MALLORY ST - $439,900
3/2/1-2,100 sqft.
Imagine coming home to this beautiful brick Colonial in the heart
of historic Avondale! With over 2,400 square feet of fully renovated
living space, this classic beauty offers refinished hardwood floors
throughout, kitchen featuring Carrera marble counter tops.

4521 ORTEGA BLVD – 1.595MM
4/4-5,786 sqft.
Offered for less than a recent appraisal, this gracious red brick
single story home is sited on a magnificent waterfront lot with
stunning downtown views. Located in the heart of Ortega one of Jacksonville’s premiere neighborhoods.

1025 WOLFE ST - $245,000
4/3-1,785 sqft.
ALL brink bungalow with a detached guest suite in Murray
Hill awaits your inner interior designer. This spacious home
has had some major systems updated such as the roof, HVAC,
windows, and equipped with a termite bond.

5303 ORTEGA BLVD # 205 - $289,900
3/2-1,675 sqft.
Ortega Townhouse Condo with PRIVATE Garage! Rarely
available Southpointe of Ortega unit is move in ready. Nicely
updated kitchen and bathrooms and gleaming wood floors
throughout. Wood-burning fireplace in living room.

REALTOR®

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

4845 PRINCESS ANNE LN
4/3-2,545 sqft.
SOLD by CeCe Cummings and Elizabeth O’Steen! Lovely home
situated in the heart of Ortega Forest. This home has only had
two owners and has been meticulously maintained. As you
enter the foyer to your left is a graciously sized living room.

4532 COUNTRY CLUB RD
4/3/1-2,905 sqft.
SOLD by CeCe Cummings and Elizabeth O’Steen! Traditional 2-story
brick home located in Ortega Terrace offers grace, charm and is
inviting to all! Entertaining is a breeze with a completely remodeled
kitchen and breakfast room overlooking to spacious family room.

4318 MELROSE AVE
5/2/1-3,296 sqft.
SOLD by Julia Fattahi! This modern farmhouse is waiting for
you in the heart of St. John’s Park! One mile from the shoppes of
Avondale without the price tag of Avondale homes! Wonderful
porch and breezeway will remind of you of the good ‘ol days!

1311 TALBOT AVE
3/1/1-1,258 sqft.
Popular 1920’s Craftsman style bungalow in the center of the hip
and enchanting area known as Avondale, an unhurried historic area
that invites you to walk its sidewalks, meet your neighbors and be a
part of one of Jacksonville’s most sought after neighborhoods.

REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Genni Jet
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

Kathy Suber

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
(904) 463-1898 / 252-5181

REALTOR®

(904) 923-5331

Nelson Higgins & Shannon
Guillion, REALTORS®
(904) 613-4514 / 686-4312

Anita Vining
(904) 923-1511

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

4337 GALILEO AVE
4/3-1,802 sqft.
SOLD by Susan Touhy! You know you are in a special place
as soon as you enter this charming Venetia home! This
meticulously maintained 4 bed/3bath home is situated on a
quiet street in a great neighborhood for walking or biking.

1230 BELVEDERE AVE
2/1-1,322 sqft.
This adorable,well maintained, corner lot bungalow in a very
special spot in the heart of Avondale,is move-in ready! Freshly
painted and professionally landscaped with Beautiful wood
floors with inlays and great original built-ins.

3649 WALSH ST
3/2-1,150 sqft.
SOLD by Jane Slater and Elizabeth Loftin! Love where you Live! Walk to
Everything.. The Shoppes of Avondale, Boone Park, Orsay, South Kitchen.
This adorable bungalow is perfectly located to let you enjoy all Avondale
has to offer – restaurants, outdoor activities, shopping, great neighbors.

5561 SALERNO RD
3/2-2,026 sqft.
SOLD by CeCe Cummings and Elizabeth O’Steen! Charming Venetia
Manor home ready for a new family. This home is priced to sell so
that you can make it your own. Three bedrooms and two bathrooms
with an additional room that could be a great playroom or office.

Melissa Lewis & Marcia
Simmons, REALTORS®
(904) 716-1342 / 708-2423

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

Elizabeth O’Steen

Lisa Ly Nguyen

Josh Nugent

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

(904) 962-5176

REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Margee Michaelis

Julio Cesar Mendez

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

(904) 614-6949

(904) 304-5458

NOW HIRING NEW
& NOW
EXPERIENCED
AGENTS
HIRING NEW
&

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

(904) 477-0219

© 2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Buying
a home?
Buying
a home?
EXPERIENCED AGENTS
me to discuss
Contact Contact
me to discuss
youryour

• Exceptional support so you can focus on dollar productive activities
• Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
• New Agent Training Program, differentiate yourself
in a competitive business and build a career

ome?

uss your

REALTOR®

Conor Flynn

Helen Willoughby
(904) 655-8232

Lynne Fergusen
(904) 514-0577

Contact:
Contact:

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414

Mortgage
Co
Mortgag
(904) 610-335
(904) 610
Meredith.Med
Meredith
Apply
Online:

Apply On

Buying a home?

Mortgage
Consultant
Josh Cohen,
Managing
Broker
Josh
Cohen,
Managing
Broker
(904) 610-3356
904.422.2031
Contact me to discuss
your
904.422.2031
Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS#
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com

josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Meredi
Meredith
M
NMLSR
ID: 1
NMLSR

75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant

(904) 610-3356
477-6417

Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Prosperity H
75164. (NM
www.nmls
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John and Deena Wallace with Hillary and
Michael Aubin, Wolfson Children’s Hospital president

Dr. Angela Black with her
brother, Rick Prevatt

Sarah and Dr. Robert Van Cleve

Greg and Beville Anderson

Tyler Carl and
Jessica Ligator

Sharon Lucie with Kaye Glover

Brett Chafin
and Josh Henry

Florida Forum guests spend an
evening with Bryan Cranston

Cummer celebrates the Orient
with Japanese party

“Charity is the price you pay for good fortune,” said
award-winning actor Bryan Cranston, sharing what “Malcolm
in the Middle” co-star Jane Kaczmarek once told him.
Cranston kept the audience of 1,100 spellbound in an interview
format with Tim Cost, president of Jacksonville University,
at the Times-Union Center for Performing Arts Jan. 28.
As author, Cranston’s memoir, “A Life in Parts,” is a
New York Times bestseller. He has also produced an instructional DVD called KidSmartz, designed to teach
families how to stay safe from child abductors and internet
predators. KidSmartz raises money for the National Center

Japanese culture was the focus of the first in a series
of three themed dinner parties in 2019 to benefit The
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens. “Artful Umami”
was held Jan. 10 at the Riverside-based museum, where
its new director, Adam Levine, was on hand to greet
patrons and supporters. A private art tour for VIP guests,
some clad in colorful Japanese attire, included a
signature cocktail.
The evening celebrated the exhibit “Fields of Color:
The Art of Japanese Printmaking” and included performances by Japanese artists, umami-packed food and

Susan, Emma and Jim Towler

for Missing & Exploited Children by donating half the
proceeds from sales.
Funds raised from The Florida Forum benefit Wolfson
Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville and the creation of a
new Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). Florida Blue
was the sponsor of this second forum presentation in the
2018-2019 series of three.

Kathleen Shaw and Kerrie Slattery with JF Bryan

Hilda and Lisa Federico

Robert Field and
Alicia Smith

Ric Goodman, Kim Pomar and John Hurtubise

sake. Lory Doolittle was the presenting sponsor and
Peggy and J.F. Bryan, along with Publix Super Markets
Charities, were sponsors.

NEW LISTING

3041 Doctors Lake Dr.

$1,124,705

4810 Arapahoe Ave.

$898,365

5145 Pirates Cove Rd.

$829,000

DON’T HOUSE-HUNT.

HOME-HUNT.
904.387.3555

SOLD

SOLD

3967 Oak St.

$532,100

3751 Cedarcrest Dr.

1853 Powell Pl.

4528 Tunis St.

10754 Long Cove Ct.

$500,000

UNDER CONTRACT

3577 Boone Park Ave.

$296,000

$289,000

$469,000

$279,000

LMREYNOLDS@WATSONREALTYCORP.COM

AVONDALE/ORTEGA OFFICE

SOLD

4194 SAN JUAN AVENUE, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210

Brittany
Alltop
904-421-3582

Mary
Blajian
904-742-7067

Flo
Bliss
904-463-1692

Felicia
Bowen
904-673-9857

Greg
Bowen
904-673-2929

Neil
Bridgers
904-580-2289

Terri
Cornell
904-613-6162

Jason
Corey
904-993-0407

UNDER CONTRACT

4353 Vicksburg Ave.

$182,000

Vickie
Douglas
904-704-9931

Belinda
Felscher
904-699-9299

Vicki
Flannery
904-334-2008

4364 Longfellow St.

$169,900

Reggie
Fountain
904-635-3347

Heather
Gill
904-993-1624

Corinne
Grant
904-334-8135

Russell
Grooms
904-631-3411

SOLD

6993 Hanson Dr.

$164,000

Christy
Hilpert
904-252-9615

Susan
Hopkins
904-477-2076

Jessica
Jenkins
904-891-8026

VISIT PHOTOS.RESIDENTNEWS.NET FOR MORE
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Michael and Danielle Frei with Alexis and Rob Ellis

Dawn Townsend and Kyle Williamson with
Danielle McGrath and Jim Monahan

Jody Brandenburg with Marty Goetz

Brittany Muller, Nicole Ashran and Morgan Ashran
with Jessica Tozy and Paige Vaughan

Susan Winkler and Chris Heighton

Jackie Aquino and Trudy Harris

William Magevney, Brock Stefura, Kallen Stefura,
Emily Magevney, Mary Martin and Lucas Waterworth

Mike Harper
with Linda Hale

Andrea Fritz and Evelyn Ward

Nonprofit celebrates 40 years
of caring, compassion

Bowtie Ball a ‘casual affair
to remember’

Although the idea of hospice is centuries old, the
first modern hospice in the United States wasn’t established until 1974. Shortly thereafter, the beginning of
what is now called Community Hospice & Palliative Care
came in 1978 when Rev. Paul Brenner formed Friends
of Hospice. Now, 40 years later, the nonprofit is
far-reaching in its mission and scope, serving 16 counties
in Northeast and North Central Florida.
At its 40th anniversary celebration Jan. 25, Community
Hospice also recognized the Guardians of Light and
The 1979 Society members, all generous donors and

The Shircliff Society, a group of young professionals
who support the mission of St. Vincent’s Foundation, held
its 2nd annual Bowtie Ball Jan. 26 in an elegantly casual
setting at Manifest Distilling. Gentlemen sporting bowties
added to the spirit of the event which raised funds to
purchase three Novii Wireless Fetal Monitoring Patch
Systems for the Family Birthplace at Ascension St. Vincent’s
Medical Centers Southside and Riverside.
The monitoring system safely monitors fetal heart rate,
maternal heart rate, and uterine activity via Bluetooth in
the final stages before giving birth.

Char Miller with Amy Davis and David Luck

supporters who have made an impact on the quality of
life in the community.
“We are so grateful for the charitable support we
receive from those who believe in our mission and
values,” said Michael Ruble, chair of the Board of
Directors for the Community Hospice Foundation.

Josh Pruschen and Stephanie Pruschen

Lauren Corley with Father Jose Pazheveettil
and Geretha Terrell

Caroline and Luke Pope served as event chairs and,
along with Courtney Bell, Shircliff Society president, and
Jane Lanier, CFRE, president and system chief development
officer for St. Vincent’s Foundation, welcomed society
members, supporters and guests to an evening of live
entertainment, delicious hors d'oeuvres, signature drinks,
a silent auction and plenty of fun.
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Service.
Experience.
Results.
For 45 years, The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized in
representing individuals and families who have suffered a serious
injury or wrongful death because of the fault of others. We have
handled more than 10,000 cases, recovering $1 billion for our clients.
Our firm has 12 AV rated “preeminent” attorneys, and we have received a perfect 5.0
rating in client satisfaction on Martindale-Hubbell’s list of Top Ranked Law Firms.
The success Pajcic & Pajcic has had in the courtroom, allows us to give back to our community
through volunteerism and charitable donations. The causes we are passionate about include
education, feeding the hungry, and most recently, helping victims of Hurricane Irma.

We take pride
in our personal
attentive service
to clients.

BEST

FE BRUA RY 20 19 | RESI D E NTNEWS. NE T

RESIDENT COMMUN ITY N EWS

| 29

Baptist MD Anderson celebrates new Walgreens cancer-based pharmacy
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Top brass from Baptist Health, the
Walgreens Corporation and the City of
Jacksonville were on hand to celebrate
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center’s
grand opening of its new cancer-based
specialty pharmacy located in the new San
Marco facility Dec. 13.
Those celebrating, which included Mayor
Lenny Curry, President and CEO of Baptist
Health Hugh Green, Baptist MD Anderson
Medical Director Dr. Bill Putnam, Jon
Reitz, regional vice president of Walgreens,
City Council President Aaron Bowman
and his wife, Debbie, and At-Large Group
5 City Councilman Samuel Newby, made
note that the cancer-based, full-service
pharmacy was not only a first for Jacksonville
and the Baptist MD Anderson Cancer
Center but also for the entire country.
“This pharmacy is a good reflection of
having all you need in-house,” said Putnam
before the ribbon-cutting ceremony. “It
reflects our entire model of surrounding
the patient with every aspect of the care
they need, whether it’s medical oncology,

Ann-Marie Grietens, Baptist MD Anderson
director of radiation oncology, with Sydney
Beliles, Walgreens manager at Baptist Health

surgery, radiation, chaplaincy services,
specialty oncology services, dietary nutrition,
or speech therapy. All these things are what
we want to provide to give our patients an
extra advantage with their cancer care.
“Walgreens has a wonderful relationship
with our Baptist Health system,” he continued.
“We wanted to leverage the relationship
Baptist Health and Walgreens has with our
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center. It’s
very special to be able to meet our patients’
needs through this Walgreen’s specialty
oncology pharmacy, and this is the only
one in the country that is physically located
in a cancer center. It makes a big difference.”
With a staff of pharmacists trained to
specialize in handling cancer drugs, the
onsite pharmacy is meant to give personalized service to patients, offering them
the ability to better focus on their treatment,
which may include infused and oral
medications as well as supportive care
medications to prevent and manage side
effects during treatment. Also included
in the pharmacy’s services will be Walgreens’
new Feel More Like You™ program, which
is available at more than 400 stores across
the country and was developed to help
people living with cancer and their caregivers manage potential physical changes
associated with cancer treatment.
Walgreens and Baptist Health first began
their collaboration in 2016, and the next
year Baptist Health opened retail pharmacy
operations under Walgreens ownership at
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville and
three retail health clinics in Walgreens stores
throughout the city operating under the
“Baptist Health Clinic at Walgreens” brand.
“Basically, Baptist MD Anderson is meant
to be a comprehensive center. While it requires diagnosis and treatment, once a

Cutting the ribbon to celebrate the new Walgreens Pharmacy at Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center were Baptist MD
Anderson Administrator LeeAnn Mengel, At-Large Group 5 City Councilman Samuel Newby, Katie Lestan of Walgreens, City
Council President Aaron Bowman, Mayor Lenny Curry, Baptist Health President and CEO Hugh Greene, Sydney L. Beliles,
PharmD., Walgreens Clinic Manager; Baptist MD Anderson Medical Director Dr. Bill Putnam, Jon Reitz, Walgreens regional
vice president; Thomas Isbon, PharmD., Walgreens Healthcare Specialty supervisor

patient has been diagnosed, it offers other
services that are very important to restore
that person to good health,” said Greene,
agreeing the new second-floor facility is
like a pharmacy on steroids. “Having a
specialty pharmacy here that handles
medicines that would also be in a retail
pharmacy precludes the person with a
compromised immune system from going
into a public store, which is invaluable for
that patient and his recovery.”
The event also celebrated the grand
opening of the cancer center’s Life Wellness
Center, a retail shop next door, where
patients and survivors can receive wellness
services and purchase specialty products
associated with cancer care. “The Life
Wellness Center provides privacy, especially
for the women who face breast cancer by
helping them with their needs post-surgery,”
Greene said.
In his remarks to the crowd, Curry said
having the first cancer-based specialty

Ryan Ali, director of development Baptist Health, with
Senior Vice President and Chief Philanthropy Officer Cindy
Reynolds, David Ashman and Marion Feder

pharmacy was a “big deal” for the city and
the patients the cancer clinic will serve.
“This piggybacks on what Baptist MD
Anderson is all about,” he said. “Obviously
we care about the jobs and the benefit to
the neighborhood, but most important,
this is about patient care. The city is blessed
to have Baptist MD Anderson and its
relationship with Walgreens.”

sip it in!

AMAZING WINE, FOOD & MUSIC–
DON’T MISS THE INAUGURAL FESTIVAL

february 22 - 24

WINEMAKER DINNER, CHAMPAGNE SOIRÉE,
BURGUNDY SEMINAR & LUNCHEON, TRADE + PUBLIC,
FAMILY MEAL & SILENT BOTTLE AUCTION

get tickets

904tix.com/organizations/restaurant-orsay
Call 904.381.0909 for Festival details
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Breast cancer’s faces are
those of friends and family

First Friday gathering
offers opportunity to
meet local artists
Riverside Avondale Preservation rang in
2019 with a new twist to its monthly First
Friday events. More than the usual “mix
and mingle” hosted by a local business, the
Jan. 4 event was held at Space 42, a gallery
owned by Kevin and Michelle Calloway at
2670 Phyllis St. in the CoRK Arts District.
While singer/songwriter and “The
Voice” contestant Niki Dawson provided
background music, nearly 200 visitors
had an opportunity to see the works of
four artists – Lana Shuttleworth, Elena
Øhlander, Jason Tetlak, and Luisa Posada
Bleier – on display.
The monthly get-togethers were initiated
in May 2016 and hosted by RAP’s young
professionals’ group, The Revivals, to give
residents an opportunity to chat about
their concerns with RAP leaders in a
social atmosphere and to introduce
businesses to the community.
Now approaching the third anniversary
of First Friday, RAP Executive Director
Warren Jones is hoping to build on the
success of last month’s event by finding
unique venues to host and possibly provide
tours of the location.

Randy DeFoor with Lara Diettrich

Hope Floats, a fundraising team dedicated to raising money for the DONNA
Foundation, hosted a reception Jan. 26
for the exhibit, “The Many Faces of Breast
Cancer,” at CoRK Art Studios. The breast
cancer survivor portrait series of local
women and one man was created by Laura
Evans, owner of Avondale-based Laura
Evans Photography.
The exhibit is centered on raising
awareness about breast cancer, which
afflicts both women and men, while celebrating and honoring those directly
impacted by the disease. Each portrait
was accompanied by handwritten thoughts
from the survivor.

Lana Shuttleworth

Jason Tetlak

Iris Eisenberg with Nancy and Ted Powell

Jim Schwarz and
Trisha Meili

Melissa Carbona
and John Finotti

Laura Evans with Donna Deegan

Survivor Tammie Sweat with her supportive friends Sheila and Shawana Baker

Survivor Jennifer
Weithman
with her
mother Nancy
Damnjanovic

James Keegan, who spends
half of his time in Palm Coast
and the other in New Jersey,
was glad to bring a man’s
perspective to the photo exhibit.

Pam Gerrish-Nelson, a breast cancer survivor and local investment
advisor, shared her story during the exhibit reception.

$1 OFF Notary Service
We have a notary on staff at all time!
No Appointment Necessary!
Monday thru Friday: 8:00 AM–6:30 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM–3:00 PM
The UPS Store in the Publix Shopping Center • Suite 302
The UPS Stores are independently owned and
operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc.,
an indirect subsidiary of United Parcel Service of
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and
hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 41018560407

YOUR WORKOUT

The UPS Store

1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904-381-6678

Jacksonville’s Premier Yachting Destination

Celebrate American Heart Month
with the workout that makes ﬁtness fun!
Make your health a priority at
Jazzercise Jacksonville Westside Fitness Center
4555-5 St. Johns Ave Jacksonville, FL 32210
904-388-9734 jazzjaxwestside@gmail.com jazzercise.com
47 classes weekly; variety of classes; childcare; new facility; 50 years strong!
Voted Folio Weekly’s Best of Jax: Best Gym
904-387-5538 | 4234 Lakeside Dr., Jacksonville

www.OrtegaLanding.com | Office@OrtegaLanding.com
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Garden Club
kicks off 2019
with fashion show

Members of the Garden Club served as models
for the Fashion Show and Luncheon Jan. 19.

Kathy Royce with Debbie Rood Byrd, fashion show chairperson

Longtime fashion entrepreneur Peggy
Johnson brought the Petunia Patch Fashion
Express to the Garden Club of Jacksonville
Jan. 19 for a “New Year New You 2019” fashion
show, hosted by the Women’s Garden Club.
With brunch by Davoli’s Catering and
background music by Robbie Trice, more
than 100 Garden Club Circles members
and their guests enjoyed a preview of upcoming spring fashions, followed by a raffle
for gift cards from the Petunia Patch, Riverside
Liquors and Tapas, River & Post, a bead
necklace from Nicolaas Alexander Jewelers,
gift basket from Kaw-fee & Sugar Gourmet
Coffee and a Laura Haley floral design from
the Late Bloomers Garden Circle.
The sold-out show helps support the
Garden Club of Jacksonville, Inc. as well as
enables it to support civic projects in the
community. The Garden Club of Jacksonville,
Inc. will contribute to the Jacksonville
Arboretum & Gardens in 2019.

Joan Burchell and Jackie Williams
with Miriam O’Hagan

Elaine Atchison with
Becky Rood and Sandy Marshall

Virginia Kirby models
a two-piece pants
outfit with choice of
sheer coverup.

Ackerman has the missing piece.

Pam Yonge, Donna Davis and Janie Jones with Patsy Gaillard,
Jean Beere, Diane Ludwig and Maggie Means

Anne Ellis and Pat Setzer with Liz Parsons and Mimi Barley

Time

“I started my Proton Therapy
treatment two weeks ahead of
schedule. That was a big deal to me.”
At Ackerman Cancer Center, we recognize the needs
of our patients and provide timely access to the
most advanced care, including Proton Therapy.
Let’s solve your cancer puzzle.

Hear Reggie’s Story

AckermanCancer Puzzle.com

San Jose Blvd. & I-295
904-420-7418
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Community celebrates Murray Hill
Branch library’s 50th anniversary
City leaders honor late Bill
Brinton at library rededication

Created and narrated by Dan Kibler,
former board member of Friends of the
Murray Hill Library, the video noted that
in 1959 bookmobile service had been inBy Kate A. Hallock
stituted in Murray Hill, but residents wanted
Resident Community News
their own brick-and-mortar library. They
initially proposed a former church on Kerle
Through a twist of financial circumstance, and Ingleside be repurposed as a branch.
the Jacksonville Public Library’s Murray
The Jacksonville Public Library’s board
Hill Branch was both the last library to be of trustees met in 1965 to discuss a new
built before and the first to be open after branch for the community of Murray Hill
City-County Consolidation in 1968.
and asked Harry Brinton, director of the
Nearly 100 gathered Dec. 15 to celebrate library system, to find a location for the
the library’s 50th anniversary, learn the new branch. Brinton, father of the late Bill
strange tale of its beginnings, and honor a Brinton, identified property on Edgewood
man who followed in his father’s footsteps and Kerle, owned by a barber, and the board
as a champion of libraries.
chose the architectural firm Hardwick and
After Branch Manager Shirdellah Groulx Lee to design the new building.
welcomed the gathering, Jacksonville Public
Ground was broken at 918 Edgewood
Library Director Tim Rogers shared opening Avenue South by Board Chairman Cecil C.
remarks before turning the podium over Bailey and Mayor Hans Tanzler on Nov. 16,
to Dr. Charles Moreland, director of 1967. After construction was well underway,
community affairs for the City. Moreland it was discovered the $75,000 set aside for
introduced the video which told the story materials for the new branch had been
of the library and the people behind it.
suddenly eliminated by the City Council.
The board of trustees would have to wait
until after city-county consolidation to find
new funds for books.
The Murray Hill Branch library was
completed in June 1968 – before consolidation – but did not officially open until
Dec. 17, 1968 – after consolidation in
October. At the dedication, the Murray
Hill Baptist Church youth orchestra
provided music and the Murray Hill
Citizens Club provided refreshments. The
building had over 7,000 square feet of
enclosed
space and shelf capacity for over
Virginia Bicksler and her mother, Leslie, with Luke and
Adams Graham and their mother, Caroline Brinton
22,000 volumes. In the first nine months,

Commercial & Residential
Roofing Services

Shingle, Tile,
Flat, Metal,
we do it all!
FREE ESTIMATES

CCC1330375

The wind threatened to spoil the reveal of the new name for the Murray Hill Branch Library.

the branch set a record of over 100,000
books circulated.
Through the decades, the Murray Hill
Branch library was close to the heart of Bill
Brinton, who was 16 when the library first
opened. He launched the Friends of the
Murray Hill Library in 2010 to fight for
restoration of library hours following a
budget cut. Brinton, one of the nation’s
preeminent first amendment attorneys, cut
the ribbon reopening the library full-time
in 2010, and later brought his grandsons,
Luke and Adams Graham, through the
doors for their first library cards. Brinton
served on the Friends board from 2010
until his death in June 2017.
To honor his good friend Bill Brinton,
Councilmember At-Large John Crescimbeni
initiated a bill in early November 2018 to
have the library renamed the Bill Brinton
Murray Hill Branch. Joined by 13 other
councilmembers, and with the help of Sam
Mousa, the City’s chief administrative officer,
the bill was pushed through and signage
was created less than a month later.
Crescimbeni also surprised the gathering
by reading a book, “Bill Brinton – Library
Hero,” he wrote and created with the help
of his executive assistant, Nikki Evans. Each
of Brinton’s three grandchildren, the Graham
brothers and their cousin Virginia Bicksler,
received copies of the book.
Only four out of the 22 libraries in
Jacksonville are named after someone.
Brinton’s legacy joins that of Charles D.
Webb (Webb Wesconnett Regional Library),

904.387.7663 (ROOF)

Niki Brunson with Murray Hill Branch Library
Manager Shirdellah Groulx.

DRINK SPECIALS INCLUDE:

$1.50 off all Draft Beer
$4.00 Single Liquor Well Drinks
$4.00 House Margaritas
$4.50 House Wine
1537 MARGARET STREET
n u day unday

904.355.4434
Mossﬁre.com

happy

H UR

Everyday
from
3-7pm

Councilman John Crescimbeni reads his book, “Bill Brinton –
Library Hero” to Brinton’s three grandchildren.

Olga L. Bradham and Etta L. Brooks (Bradham
and Brooks Branch), and the Rev. Dallas
James Graham (Dallas Graham Branch).
Other speakers at the celebration included
Jay Stuckey, president of Friends of the
Murray Hill Library; District 14 Councilman
Jim Love, and Councilmember At-Large
Tommy Hazouri, as well as Caroline
Brinton, daughter of the late Bill Brinton,
speaking on behalf of the Brinton family
about the honor.
“My father would be deeply humbled by
this generous showing of gratitude for his
endeavors. My grandparents and father
quickly grew deep roots in the community
they adopted in 1959 and those roots run
deepest through the public library system,”
she said. “At my grandfather’s retirement,
my father said of his father, ‘He’s been a
great inspiration to me and I hope that I
am half as successful in my profession as
he has been in his profession.’ My dad had
a particular affection for this branch, which
I must partially attribute to its proximity
to the Dreamette.”
Following the program, all in attendance
gathered outside the front doors of the
library to see the new name revealed, with
a lot of help from the wind, as two staff
members pulled a blue tarp off the new
sign. Groulx, and many others, struggled
to hold back tears as the Jacksonville Public
Library Bill Brinton Murray Hill Branch
was applauded.
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Leadership Jax alumni
enjoy evening reunion

Florida House’s newest
representative honored
Friends, family and supporters of Wyman
Duggan, along with his colleagues at
Rogers Towers gathered Jan. 17 at the
Southbank-based law firm for a victory
celebration for Florida’s newest member
of the House of Representatives, representing District 15. Duggan, a Republican,
bested his Democratic opponent, Tracye
Polson, receiving 51 percent of the vote.
A shareholder at Rogers Towers, Duggan
is a fifth-generation Floridian who graduated from the U.S. Marine Corps Officer
Candidate School, graduated magna cum
laude from The University of the South,
and earned his law degree from The College
of William & Mary. His areas of practice
include land use, zoning, permitting,
charter amendments and property tax
valuation challenges, among others.
Former Jacksonville Mayor John Delaney
welcomed guests to the event and Mayor
Lenny Curry shared a few brief remarks.
When asked about his goals as a congressman, Duggan noted Florida’s priorities
should include vocational and technical
training in junior and senior high school.
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Alumni of Leadership Jacksonville
gathered to catch up with former classmates
at a reception held Jan. 22 at The Cummer
Museum of Art and Gardens.
About 100 past graduates mingled with
fellow Leadership Jacksonville, New
Leadership Summit and Collegiate Leadership
Experience alumni, while enjoying hors
d’ouevres catered by the Cummer Café and
viewing the Augusta Savage exhibit.
“Understanding others through art and
culture is a key component for the four
Leadership Jacksonville programs,” stated
Leadership Jacksonville Chief Executive
Officer Jill Langford Dame. “We are proud
to partner with The Cummer Museum and

Rogers Towers Managing Director Fred Franklin
with Florida House District 15 representative
Wyman Duggan and Marty Fiorentino

Mark Mitchell with Markenson Pierre

Nicole Bryan with Jill Dame and Meg Folds

other art institutions to introduce our
pipeline of community trustees on assets
like the Cummer.”
Leadership Jacksonville graduated its
first class in 1977 with 29 members. Through
the decades the total number of participants
is more than 4,200 with over 2,000 still
living in Jacksonville. The nonprofit’s
mission is to develop community trustees
who will be part of building and strengthening their communities.

Scott Padgett with Tom Birdsong
Steffani Fletcher, Julie McNeil and Maria Hane with Stephanie Stephens,
Bruce Musser, Susan Grandin and Jake Gordan

Sherrie Webb, Catherine Burns,
Warner Webb and Pam Gerrish Nelson

John Falconetti with Michael Stewart, Allen Hieb, T.R. Hainline and Tom Bryan

Janet Reagor and
Joanelle Mulrain

Sunny Gettinger, Marcus Haile and Trey Csar

HIGH GROWTH AREA

20+ ACRES ZONED RR

$1,500,000

RIVERFRONT PARADISE!

$505,000

Tremendous development opportunity adjacent to I-295 W Beltway!
Currently a 500 seat church, parish hall, and 7+ outbuildings.

Swim, ski & play on the Ortega River! Immaculate 3BR/3BA
home with screened pool, dock with boat & jet ski lifts & much more!

BART COLBERT 472-4018

LEE NORVILLE 707-3030

5335 Ortega Blvd., Jacksonville

904.388.4400

www.NorvilleRealty.com

Sales Leader of the Month
BART COLBERT, REALTOR®
904-472-4018

CEDAR RIVER WATERFRONT LOT

$465,000

SECLUDED LAKEWOOD BEAUTY

$299,900

Prime development opportunity, zoned RMD-D, approved for
Nestled on a private drive just off San Jose Blvd, this updated
9 townhomes/condos or 3 parcel single family (subject to zoning.) 3BR/2.5BA home is minutes from restaurants, shopping & downtown!!

LINDA SHEPHERD 955-0442

BART COLBERT 472-4018
NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

Contact me to learn more
about home financing solutions
William Milne

Senior Residential Mortgage Lender

904.465.4987

THE VENETIAN CONDO

William.Milne@TIAABank.com
TIAABank.com/wmilne
NMLS ID #648915

LEE GUDAL
DAVIS

WINFIELD
DUSS

KAREN
KOCH

$114,900

The perfect starter home in the perfect neighborhood! Fully renovated
2BR/1BA with hardwood floors, stainless appliances & much more!

LEE GUDAL DAVIS 608-6881

WINFIELD DUSS 710-7948

TIAA Bank® is a division of TIAA, FSB.
©2019 TIAA, FSB. 18ERM5095. TIAA, FSB NMLS ID: 399805

BART
COLBERT

$130,000 SAN MARCO BUNGALOW

Beautiful 2BR/2BA with updated kitchen & tile floors, overlooking
the sparkling pool! Waterfront clubhouse with views galore!

CATHLEEN
LEE

LEE
NORVILLE

TOY
SCOTT

BILL
SHEFFIELD

LINDA
SHEPHERD

DAVID
TAYLOR

LISA ANTHONY
TUCKER

ELLEN
WILSON
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Best-selling author speaks at
Ortega book club luncheon

Chiropractor wins Men’s 75
Doubles tennis championship
By Peggy Harrell Jennings
Resident Community News

Chiropractor Robert (Chip) Travis and
his tennis partner, Jim Parker, recently took
the trophy for the 2019 Men’s 75 Doubles
Champions, sponsored by the National
Senior Men’s Tennis Association. The NSMTA
Super Senior Doubles Championships were
held Jan. 9-12 in Naples, Florida.
Although Travis adheres to a strict
regime – eating healthy, lifting weights
and playing tennis five times a week – he
said he only had a month to prepare for
the tournament. “I worked with former
tennis pro Bill Gatlin, went to the chiropractor, got massages and went to a
hypnotherapist – a physical, mental and
emotional workout,” he said.
Travis and Parker, who are long time
acquaintances as teammates and former
tennis coaches at Rice University in Texas,
have played doubles together only once
before and had only one practice session
before starting the tournament.
“Jim lives in New Mexico. He flew in, I
met him at Naples the afternoon before
the tournament and we hit a few balls, but
he was shaky,” recounted Travis. “Now this
is a guy who has been No. 1 in the world
in every age division. But the difference in
the 7,000-foot altitude of New Mexico,
playing inside versus playing at sea level
in the sun and wind – it was really getting
to him. Bill Gatlin, who had been coaching
me and encouraging me, advised me to
just play steady, but I realized I’d have to
play more aggressively. If we lost, I knew
everyone would blame me. I didn’t want it
said that Jim Parker lost because he was
playing with a one-legged guy.”

Chip Travis and a partner took the trophy in
National Senior Men’s Tennis Association beating12
other teams to take top-ranking award.

Travis lost part of one leg in 1970 in a
Navy jet crash when the plane he was piloting,
an A3-D dual engine aircraft, broke a rudder
during a single engine landing training
session. Later he had knee replacement
surgery on the other leg, but is not one to
let the loss of a limb slow him down.
In the finals, the duo played a third set
that went to 6-6 in games, at which time a
7-point tiebreaker was played, which they
won 7-0 to win the trophy – temporarily.
“The trophy is on loan until next year. I
have to return it or return and play for it. If
I win three years in a row, I get to keep it
and it’s my intention to go back and win
again. I was in pretty elite company down
there and most of the people we were playing,
Everette Jonsson, Hank Irvine and Fred
Drilling, were previous world champions!”
said Travis, a Lakeside Park resident. “I
always knew I had a chance. As I get older,
the people I’m playing against get older too.”

Through a friendship between a New
York Times best-selling author and a former
Ortega resident, the Tale Spinners Book
Club kicked off its 49th year of endearing
friendships, delicious meals and love for
reading with a visit from Patti Callahan
Henry, author of 14 novels.
Anis Daley and her four daughters, Muffet
Rhyne and Annie Pajcic of Ortega, Cameron
Crowe of Birmingham, Alabama, and Susan
Hamner of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, hosted
a luncheon for 20 members of the book
club Jan. 9 with Henry as a special guest.
Crowe, who grew up in Ortgea, had
invited Henry, also from the Birmingham
area, to speak at the luncheon about her
newest and first historical fiction, “Becoming
Mrs. Lewis: The Improbable Love Story
of Joy Davidman and C.S. Lewis.”
While Henry is on the USA Today bestseller list for “Becoming Mrs. Lewis,” her
journey did not start there. She grew up
in Philadelphia as the daughter of a
Presbyterian minister from whom she
learned early the value of storytelling.
She attended Auburn University for her
undergraduate work, and Georgia State
University for her graduate degree. Once
a Pediatric Clinical Nurse Specialist, she
now writes full-time. The mother of three
children and one granddaughter, Henry
has homes in Mountain Brook, Alabama
and Bluffton, South Carolina.
Published in numerous languages, Henry
was a finalist in the Townsend Prize for
Fiction, an Indie Next Pick, an Okra Pick,
and a multiple nominee for the Southern
Independent Booksellers Alliance (SIBA)

Susan Hamner, Cameron Crowe, Patti Callahan Henry,
Anis Daley, Annie Pajcic and Muffet Rhyne

Novel of the Year. Her articles and essays
have appeared in Southern Living, PINK,
Writer’s Digest, Portico Magazine,
Birmingham Magazine and more. She
will be introducing her 15th novel, “The
Favorite Daughter,” this summer.
Crowe made the shrimp-corn chowder
served at the luncheon, Rhyne created
the floral arrangements of white hydrangeas and “Free Spirit” roses and also
coordinated the kitchen with the help
of her daughter, Anne Clayton McCaul,
and friend, Jay Townsend.
“I could not have hosted such a beautiful
luncheon without the help of my daughters.
From the grocery shopping, flower arranging, kitchen preparation, cooking,
serving, greeting, and praying, I was
overwhelmed with the blessings of this
event. Patti could not have been more
engaging and lovelier,” said Daley.

Handcrafted happy hour.
$4–$7 FROM 4PM–7PM
MONDAY–FRIDAY

904-384-5661 or 904-241-2884

AT TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, WE
CAN HANDLE PLUMBING EMERGENCIES

Handcrafted cocktails
Craft beer
Curated wines
Bar bites
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Broken Pipes
Damaged Faucets
Leaks
Slab Leaks or Under Slab Leaks
Broken or Overflowing Toilets

SAN MARCO SQ.

398.3005

WWW.TAVERNA.RESTAURANT

tav1714-happyHourResidentAd-v1.indd 1

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
Expert Plumbing Repairs & Re-piping
Emergency Plumbing Services
Water Heater Service & Installation
Sewer & Drain Service
Drain Cleaning/Stoppages
Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
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DOWNTOWN VISION PRESENTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL • PERSONALIZED SERVICE
2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

TerryVereenPlumbing.net

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

25.00 OFF

$

Get $25 OFF your service.
Call any Weekday in February.

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661
Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances.
Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires February 28, 2019.
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Taking the headache out of home remodeling, one client at a time
Simplify your next project,
hire the right help

In today’s market of skyrocketing real
estate prices, there’s a new dilemma that’s
arriving for far too many homeowners. Do
you sell your home and cash in your equity
and get back in the homebuying game? Stay
put in your favorite neighborhood where
you love your schools and friends? Buy
property and build from the ground up? Or
do you simply remodel and get what you
want out of your current home?
These are all good options to have, but what
if you’ve already made up your mind and want
to explore the process? Perhaps you want to
get busy on plans with an architect, hire the
contractor and get underway building
something that lasts. Where do you begin?
After all, there are no manuals, and nobody
to provide guidance when you’re ready to
bust out walls, pull permits and start the
long and arduous process. The best answer
is to engage Lindsay Shilling of Pacific
Standard Construction. Lindsay is the wife
of a contractor and a mother of three who
has the experience and knowledge to help.
She’s down to earth, skilled in the field and
she’s built an impressive resume over the
last 10 years.
Whether it’s the six homes built from the
ground up, or her own personal project – a
total home remodel of her own – one she
accomplished alongside her husband, Jacob,
she brings talent and peace of mind to any
undertaking.
Her skills and understanding of the various
steps required to build, remodel and update

homes both historic and contemporary are
endless. From lot lines, zoning codes, building
codes, setbacks and other laws in Jacksonville
– she’s loaded with talent and design skills
as well. She understands how difficult it is
for working couples and individuals to
handle projects, so she’s ready to help
homeowners realize their dreams through
her new business.
It’s difficult in North Florida right now to
get a call back from a construction company
or a general contractor. Whether it was the
recession that impacted skilled trades, or the
hurricanes that have skilled craftspeople
occupied by current jobs, it’s a tough market
in which to find great people. This dilemma
is only going to get worse while the market
remains hot. But Lindsay offers a solution
and she certainly knows how to play the game,
plan and help organize the entire process
from start to finish. After all, you never know
the quality of the work, unless you’re in the
business and know what to expect. There’s
nothing more frustrating than a contractor
who’s never around, never on time, doesn’t
shoot straight with you and runs into difficult
circumstances time after time.
For most working families and individuals, this is a tough crossroads. If you
want to be your own contractor – buckle
up! It’s going to be a rough ride. Build in
time you don’t have, finances you didn’t
intend to dedicate to the project and
headaches galore. Or, you can make a
phone call, set up a consultation and get
together with Lindsay to get sound advice,
the best subs working for you and her
assistance handling the day to day operations that help projects come together.
Not only will she save you time, but she’ll

Lindsay Shilling, vice-president Pacific Standard Construction

save you money and the countless issues
that arise will be handled for you. If you
would rather skip the arguments with
people who don’t commit, fail you day in
and day out and take the fun out of what
should be a game-changer for your home
and lifestyle – give her a ring.
From Lindsay Shilling’s perspective, there
is a true partnership that can exist during
this process that should be simple and enjoyable – after all, this is your new space.
Not only will you learn a process, but you’ll
gain a much greater understanding of your
home, the way it is constructed or the way

that it was constructed many years ago. The
plan is to bring your passion and special
touches to the project, while remaining free
and clear of the difficulties and pitfalls.
Does this sound like a service you want to
explore? If you’re already having the remodel
talk and could use a pro that’s seasoned in
this field – reach out to Lindsay at 904-4010964 or email Pacificstandardconstruction@
comcast.net to set up your personal consultation. It will be one of the best decisions
you could have made, aside from the
finishing touches that embellish your new
space for years and years to come.

Pacificstandardconstruction@comcast.net | 904-401-0964 | www.pacificstandardconstruction.com

Jacksonville’s leader in heart care
St. Vincent’s Cardiology

Riverside

At Ascension St. Vincent’s, we know the most important heart to you is yours. That’s why we get to know you, so
we can deliver the heart care that’s right for you. Whether your need is big or small, trust your heart to our skilled
cardiologists and care teams. Have confidence knowing you’re choosing care backed by the most cutting-edge
technology, right here in Jacksonville.

Only in Jacksonville. Only at St. Vincent’s.

Southside

Talk to your doctor about getting the
heart care that’s right for you.
ascension.org/jaxheart

Clay County
© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.
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Third time was charm for
attorney’s trek on El Camino trail
By Karen J. Rieley
Resident Community News

It took two tries, but El Camino de
Santiago’s lure finally captured local attorney
and Ortega resident Tim McDermott. “I
had heard about the El Camino a number
of years ago and always thought it would
be an interesting experience, if the time
and opportunity presented themselves,” said
McDermott, a business litigation and civil
trial attorney with Akerman LLP.
In 2017, two lawyer friends from his
early years practicing law and living in
Milwaukee asked McDermott to join them
and four of their friends in walking the
last third of El Camino into Santiago de
Compostela, where El Camino ends.
Unfortunately, his schedule didn’t allow
him to do it, and he passed on that chance.

A trail marker along the El Camino de Santiago

When the same friends called him in early
2018 and asked him to join the six of them
in walking the first third of the French route
of El Camino starting in Southern France
in the fall, he decided to make the time.
“I must confess that having just turned
68, I have been increasingly realizing the
fact that that there are only so many
granules of sand in that old hourglass of
life,” McDermott said. “I did not want to
pass on this opportunity once again, so I
told my law partners that I was going to
be AWOL for two weeks on the trail.”
He walked close to 225 miles of El Camino’s
total 500-mile length over 16 days. “It was
two of the most enjoyable weeks on vacation
that I have spent in many years,” he said.
This isn’t the first time McDermott has
hiked. He recalls the summer of 1972 when
he and his late wife, Mary, were newly
married and fresh out of college. “We
backpacked across Europe for seven weeks
and had an absolute ball,” he said. “We had
no money, slept on beaches in Spain and
Italy, parks in Amsterdam and hostels in
Germany, Austria, France and Italy, living
on bread and cheese and beer.” When they
got off the plane in New York, they had one
dime in their pockets.
He views this trip as somewhat in
character for him. “I will say, however, that
my days of sleeping uncomfortably in
parks and on beaches are over. We slept
in three- or four-star hotels every night,
and I felt not one teaspoon of guilt.”
McDermott and friends began their trek
in Saint-Jean Pied-de-Port on the French
side of the Pyrenees and traveled on to

It was not all tedious walking, as evidenced by this photo,
taken at 8:30 in the morning, of McDermott drinking red wine
at a winery along The Camino. The owner had a spigot built
into the wall that dispensed a glass of red wine to any traveler
who wanted to partake. “I’m Irish, so, of course, I partook,
even if I came across it at 8:30 a.m.,” McDermott said.

Roncesvalles on the Spanish side ending
their trip at Burgos, Spain. The trail, which
goes through four of Spain’s 15 regions, is
named for Santo Iago (Saint James), an
apostle and brother of Jesus, and who is
said to be buried under what is today the
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in
Galicia. Beginning in the ninth century,
religious pilgrims would travel to the apostle’s
resting place, seeking forgiveness for their
sins. Now El Camino beckons all types,
many seeking spiritual discovery.
“I viewed it as not only a chance to catch
up with old friends and meet some new
ones along the way, but to also spend some
time to myself, to reflect a bit on life, with
all of its great ups and some of its unexpected
downs,” McDermott said. “Also, I love to
travel, and the pure enjoyment of walking
across Northern Spain was hard to resist.”

All hikers in the group received a T-shirt from a Canadian
hiker whose brother owns a maple syrup company.

To prepare, McDermott downloaded a
book about suggested do’s and don’t’s when
walking El Camino, bought the best pair
of hiking boots he could find, and broke
them in while walking with his Ortega
walking buddy, Jane Arnold, to build up
some stamina.
“I was pleasantly surprised by the camaraderie that virtually all pilgrims on the
trail exhibited,” McDermott said. “On the
other hand, my greatest enjoyment was the
two days when I was able to walk by myself
and engage in a little quiet thinking time.”
He also enjoyed getting reacquainted
with his two friends and getting to know
the other four. “Plus, I’d be lying if I did
not admit to loving being out of the office
in the outdoors for two weeks enjoying
absolutely perfect weather.”

2019 Best of the Best!

Aging True Community Services invites you to tee off at our

27th ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC
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Florida Christian Center celebrates new bus for senior community
they weren’t in bad shape, but they weren’t
in the best of shape. Our board of directors
made the decision our residents needed
After a year spent raising funds to pur- and deserved something better. They realized
chase a replacement for its deteriorating the transportation we provide is one of the
2001 bus, the Florida Christian Center at most significant aspects of our ministry.”
1115 Edgewood Ave. S. held an event Jan.
The center’s activity coordinator, Susie
11 to bless Grace, the new 2018 14-passenger Rokosch, uses the bus for weekly trips to
bus which will enable the center to continue the grocery store as well as other outings
its mission of serving seniors in the com- to events in the community. Equipped with
munity. Over 50 people turned out for the a bus lift, the new vehicle enables residents
afternoon event, including representatives in wheelchairs and walkers to also participate,
from The Community Foundation for according to Weir.
Northeast Florida, a major donor.
Their dream would not have come to
The center’s previous bus, which was fruition had it not been for a $20,000 grant
purchased used in 2011, had started to fail awarded by The Community Foundation
significantly in 2018 and, due to lack of for Northeast Florida through the I. R.
parts to repair the wheelchair lift, some Bowen and Katherine H. Bowen Fund. This
residents had not been able to use the bus gift, as well as incredibly generous individual
since last June.
gifts from those who support the ministry
“We started out looking for a bus that or learned of the center’s need, helped them
was used, that was good enough,” said reach the $60,000 needed for the bus.
Chaplain Kimberly Weir, the center’s ex“After meeting the residents, there was
ecutive director. “We looked at several and a burning desire to make sure they had
access to transportation,” said Emmanuel
Fortune, program director at The Community
Foundation. “We’re grateful we could
make a small deposit in what matters the
most – which is community, you all being
together here or on the road on those fun
rides to Walmart.”
The Florida Christian Center is a ministry
to more than 300 residents of the Florida
Christian Apartments, Sundale Manor
apartments, and Edgewood Condominiums
in Murray Hill. The apartments provide
independent living for low-income senior
and disabled adults. With half of the
residents no longer able to drive or have
their own vehicle, this vital aspect of the
Emmanuel Fortune, program director at The
ministry enables seniors to stay connected
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, cuts
the ribbon for the new passenger bus.
and involved.
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Grace, the new 14-passenger bus at Florida Christian Center

Norma Phillips, resident at the Florida Christian Apartments
and a member of the Florida Christian Center’s board of
directors, cuts the ribbon to the wheelchair access for the new
bus. “We prayed for it, we worked hard for it,” said Phillips.

Kimberly Weir, Emmanuel Fortune and Norma Phillips

Felt a lump?
You don’t have to
wait for answers.

Same-day breast assessment.
A lump or other breast abnormality brings lots of questions. But waiting weeks to know if
you have breast cancer is no longer necessary.
The UF Health Breast Center – Jacksonville offers appointments for biopsy, imaging and
treatment consultations with nationally recognized breast health specialists, all on the
same day.
Don’t wait. Learn more at UFHealthJax.org/breast or call 904.244.4387 to schedule your
private consultation.
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THE WAY WE WERE: JOHN ALLEN, SR. AND JOHN CORSE
Loon Lake and The Pier are, as the poet
Lawrence Ferlinghetti wrote, “Pictures of a
Gone World.” But to anyone over the age of
80 who grew up in Ortega or Venetia those
terms spark happy memories of youthful fun.
John Allen, Sr., 94, recalls when the
Timuquana Bridge was made out of wood,
the time before Roosevelt Boulevard existed
and before Ortega Forest was developed,
when the area in front of what is now Long
Bow Road was a swamp.
Allen’s family moved to Venetia in 1931 about
one-half block from where Pirate’s Cove is
presently. “That washed-out place was a river
full of water,” he said. “It was so thick with
hyacinths you could practically walk on them.
It was a haven for snakes and alligators.”
One of his many alligator stories involves
an 8-footer that he and his brother Wallace
shot – about 11 times – then dragged home.
They planned to skin it and sell the hide for
shoes; however, their father had other plans
and carried it back to the river as a feast for
the crabs.
Around age 7, John and Wallace went to
Loon Lake – the area where the gas station
is presently on the corner of Roosevelt and
Genoa – to shoot shotguns. “That thing
blew me backwards and I cried. But when
I realized I wasn’t dead I wanted to do it
again,” Allen said, recalling, “You could get
a box of shotgun shells back then for about
75 cents.”

Brothers Wallace and John Allen, circa 1929

He explained that Loon Lake and Back
Lake connected the Cedar River, McGirts
Creek and the Ortega River. Skinny dipping
in Loon Lake was also a favorite pastime
and on Sundays (hopefully no skinny dipping
was going on then) people would come out
and sail miniature boats on the lake.
Allen said Venetia was originally designed
to be like Venice, Italy. “There was a pavilion
in the middle with painted Italian poles.”
The youngsters roamed freely playing and
exploring, he recalled. “The whole area was
just woods and there were stills all through
the woods in Ortega. We went all over the
place. We caught huge blue crabs, bass and
shrimp in the river.”
Allen also tells of Leon Wages – the father
of Harmon Wages and husband of Nell

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Original plat map for Venetia

John Allen

Wages who owned Nell Wages’ Specialty
Shop on Edgewood Avenue until the 1970s
– making the kids sandwiches at the Pinegrove
Deli. “We’d show up over there about lunch
time and he’d be eating. He’d say, ‘Come on
in and let me make you a sandwich.’ He
wouldn’t let you pay for it,” Allen said.
He remembers going to the Yacht Club
when there were barely any houses. “If the
tide was high and the wind was right, sand
would blow all over Yacht Club Road and
pile up. His excursions continued into
Avondale and Willowbranch, where the kids
used two-cell flashlights to explore and
climb through storm sewers for blocks.
“We’d come up a manhole and cut across
some lady’s yard.”
Imagine Ortega Forest and Westfield as
bird sanctuaries, Venetia Boulevard the
fairway on the golf course and DaVinci a
marsh. Allen’s memories bring the past alive
with descriptions of this “gone world.”
Life on the River

his family moved in with his grandparents
in Green Cove Springs. It was an idyllic
childhood, he recalled, “swimming in the
river, playing in the hyacinths, swimming
in the Green Cove Pool. I won my first swim
meet in that pool – a gift certificate for $5.
I bought a varnished bamboo fishing pole.”
The 50 acres at Grandfather Judge Doggett’s
home was great except for having no electricity and no phone. “We used Coleman
lanterns and had a battery-operated radio.”
The family moved back into their home
on the Point in Ortega when his mother
[author Carita Doggett Corse, a graduate
of Concordia School, where Friday Musicale
is now, as well as Vassar and Columbia] got
a job with the WPA and received “a great
raise for the magnificent sum of $128.”
Their home on Ortega Boulevard across
from the historic Bettes House has been
torn down for new residences, but at the

John Corse

John Corse, 94, meets every Wednesday
with a group of men who know firsthand
the changes which have taken place in the
past 70 or 80 years. He jokes that they “tell
a lot of lies.”
Corse spent his childhood going back
and forth from Ortega to Green Cove Springs.
From 1930 to 1937, during the depression,

time the houses had fences around them
for the cows. He remembers his next-door
neighbors, the Arnolds, having a cattle grate.
He laughs about hiding in the bushes and
jumping out to pull the control cord on the
hookup for the street car which had to slow
down to turn right onto McGirts Boulevard.

Graham’s Boatyard

“The driver would get so mad and we would
run like hell,” he said.
“Mother would buy drinks for us to sell
for a nickel apiece to folks passing by the
big oak tree in front of the Bettes House.
When I was about six years old my brothers
left me in charge, so I took the $5 we had
made, pulled my red wagon over to Mr.
Graham’s boatyard [now the Marina at
Ortega Landing] and bought an old beat-up
row boat. Mother put a 100-foot chain on
it, and we’d take it out in the river. A steam
wheeler pushed barges down the river to
Palatka and created a rolling wake. Later
on, we’d take the 12-foot outboard with a
5hp Johnson motor and have fun jumping
that,” Corse said. He also said it was a fad
to build caves for fun, “so we dug tunnels
and covered them with boards and palmettos
then would go down there and light candles.”
Corse and his wife eventually bought and
lived in the Bettes House before moving to
Avondale. What does he miss most about
life in old Ortega? “The shopping center in
the Village – The Banner Store by Carter’s
where the bank is now, and Mr. Boutwell’s
Pier,” he said, noting that as well as being
the social center for dances on Friday and
Saturday nights Mr. Boutwell raised rabbits
for people to buy for food.

THIS VALENTINE’S DAY,
HELP SOMEONE YOU LOVE.
GET THEIR HEARING CHECKED.

$500
OFF
Any Premier Hearing Aid!

**

*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Dr. Evonne Long

(904)355-3403

Dr. Fenja Mattson

CONTACT US FOR A HEARING EXAM TODAY!

www.shcjax.org
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Riverside’s historic park brings old
friends, acquaintances together
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

Will Wheeler, Henry Beckwith, Stuart Ira, John Godfrey, Dr. John Lovejoy, Barry Allred, Dave Burrows,
Carter Bryan, John Kirby, Lynn Ellis, Josh Horenstein, Jim Callahan, Brooks Busey, Bob Gay and Peter Fleming

Nonprofit promotes Jacksonville
from its best view, the waterways
to see even more interest in 2019. We have
added more information for potential members
and cruise interests on our website and expect
When it comes to promoting the River to see the civic duties of the league expand.”
City’s waterways as economic and recreational
The cruises last about three hours and
assets, there are none better to serve as are captained and crewed by members of
ambassadors than the members of the the League, and include cruise guides who
44-year-old Jacksonville Commodores League. point out the key landmarks of the area and
The civic-minded group of business and provide historical perspective of Jacksonville’s
professional leaders who believe the area’s 200 years, according to Horenstein.
marine environment, and the playground
Most boats are berthed at local clubs, such
that is the St. Johns River, is a great asset as the Florida Yacht Club or the Epping
to the City of Jacksonville was formed Forest Yacht & Country Club, or at the
during the days when Mayor Hans Tanzler Ortega River area marinas. A few are docked
promoted Jacksonville as the Bold New at residential and institutional facilities, all
City of the South.
of which are part of the St Johns River and
“It is said that to truly enjoy Jacksonville its tributaries, said Horenstein.
you need to be ‘into’ the river – in it, on it
There have been 32 Flag Commodores
or by it,” said Josh Horenstein, the group’s since the beginning in 1975, some of whom
new Flag Commodore. “JCL does just that have served as many as three terms over
for potential newcomers to our area. JCL their years of membership. Horenstein took
members possess a passion for the city and the gavel from Barry Allred, immediate past
its river environs and a love of boating on it.” Flag Commodore, at the Change of Watch
Among potential newcomers who enjoyed ceremony in November 2018. The group
the hospitality of the League were J. Wayne meets 10 times a year at luncheons which
and Delores Barr Weaver, who brought the include speakers who address the group on
Jaguars NFL team to Jacksonville in 1993. civic or nautical topics. They also make site
Other celebrity guests who have cruised visits to local points of interest, such as the
the local waterways on power vessels ranging two Naval Air Stations, on board Navy ships,
from 25-foot sportcraft to yachts of more or to the Mandarin Museum and Historical
than 100 feet include President Gerald Ford Society, which is near the wreckage of the
and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger along Maple Leaf, a Civil War steamboat.
with Egypt’s president, Anwar Sadat, for
The goal of the Commodores League is
Mideast Peace talks in 1975, shortly after simple. “We ask what we can do for our
the League officially formed.
community,” said Horenstein. “The members
The JCL has more than 35 members who of the JCL are prepared to do what it takes
have hosted hundreds of cruises for orga- and of their own resources to make the JCL’s
nizations evaluating a potential relocation goals of community growth through exploor expansion to Jacksonville and Duval ration of the river setting a reality.
County, or are affiliated with economic
“Our mantra for this is commitment to our
development, such as the Chamber of community and to have just a bit of camaCommerce, Rotary Clubs, Downtown raderie while doing so. We hope the community
Development groups and others.
and its organizations can appreciate the
During the most recent recession and advantages that JCL commitment bring and
through its slow recovery, JCL cruise requests then take advantage of them for all of our
fell into single-digit territory from normal betterment. JCL is ready to pursue that.”
levels of 12 or more. “Since then, the recovery
For more information about the
has occurred and our cruise activity – read Jacksonville Commodores League, visit
‘interest in our community’s growth’ – has jacksonvillecommodoresleague.com. Sue
recovered as well,” Horenstein said. “We hope Heinzel volunteers as the nonprofit’s secretary.
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

* Helping Hands for Yards and Gardens *
Sustainable Methods: No Gas-Powered Tools
Affordable Work Done with Integrity
Call/Text Scott (904)318-6115

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Members of Memorial Park Association
and guests were treated to an interesting
look back at New York City’s Central Park
from the perspective of the founder of the
Central Park Conservancy, Elizabeth
Barlow Rogers, who also wrote four books
about the famous park, including “Saving
Central Park: A History and A Memoir.”
Rogers was the keynote speaker after a
reception and book signing Jan. 23 at
Haskell. A San Antonio, Texas native,
Rogers initiated the nation’s first public-private park partnership, the Central
Park Conservancy, in 1980, providing a
model for MPA to engage with the City
of Jacksonville in 1987 in a similar effort,
then called “Adopt-a-Park.”
Though vastly different in size, both
Central Park and Memorial Park were
designed by Olmsteds – the 840-acre
Central Park by Frederick Law Olmsted
and the six-acre Memorial Park by his
sons John Charles Olmsted and Frederick
Law Olmsted, Jr.
It’s not just the parks that tie Rogers with
Jacksonville. San Marco resident Susanna
Barton, whose mother-in-law Agnes Danciger
is on the MPA board of directors, grew up
with Rogers’ two nephews and a niece in
San Antonio. “Many of the San Antonio
references she made in her talk, including
the bit about her mom sending a dress for
her first big park fundraising event from
San Antonio’s Frost Bros. department store,
did not slip by unnoticed!” said Barton, who
also shared that people from San Antonio
are very proud that that the two most iconic

Memorial Park Association Officers, front: Mary Jarrett,
Kelly Varn and Michele Luthin; back: Tim Burleigh, Percy
Rosenbloom and Matthew Cochran

park conservancy groups in New York City
– Central Park and the High Line (founded
by Robert Hammond) – were both founded
by changemakers from the Alamo.
Additionally, the event gave Riverside
resident Trisha Meili the opportunity to
get together with Rogers’ husband, Ted,
with whom Meili serves on the board of
Achilles International, a nonprofit which
provides training and racing opportunities
for children and adults with disabilities
or traumatic injuries. Meili was the founding
chair of the organization. Ted Rogers has
run 33 consecutive New York City Marathons,
including the 1995 race, alongside Meili.
Percy Rosenbloom III, immediate past
president, figuratively turned the gavel over
to new MPA President Timothy A. Burleigh.
Other new officers include Mary W. Jarrett,
executive vice president, Laurie N. Jarvis,
secretary, and Michael M. Blackstone as
vice president-at-large, while Matthew
Cochran serves again as treasurer and
Michele L. Luthin as vice president-at-Large.
Joining the 16-member board this year are
Stanton W. Hudmon, Keith Marks and
Mendy Thompson.

March 1-2, 2019
Jacksonville Fairgrounds
28th Annual

Visit our community's largest resale
sale and purchase one-of-a-kind
thrifty finds!
Visit www.jljacksonville.org for more
information!

CALL: ( 9 0 4 ) 3 8 4 - 2 6 1 2

| STATE CERTIFIED: CACO5 8 45 0
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In Memoriam
Burk Bryant Brinton
March 20, 1926 to October 24, 2018
A few weeks before he passed on, Burk
Brinton climbed the stairs to his office at
Brinton’s Paint Company for the last time.
On the wall beside the doorway is a framed
certificate of thanks with multicolored
handprints from the children he worked
with as a volunteer at the YMCA. His tidy
office is still filled with memorabilia and a
life time of memories. There is the late 1800s
Victrola that he was restoring. There are
photos of Brinton with his family – his wife
Mary, his sons Bob and Tom, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, numerous framed
certificates and plaques for professional
achievement, and framed photos of Brinton
on the slopes in Mexico at Ski Apache and
other favorite skiing destinations.
“Dad skied up until he was into his 80s.
Our last big trip was around 10 years ago,”
said his son, Bob Brinton. “We learned to
ski when we lived in Colorado; we took ski
trips every year after we moved. My mother,
who was the store secretary, stopped going

Burk B. Brinton

some years ago so it became a guy trip with
my brother Tom and me, Dad and a couple
of friends, Don Presley and Sid Porter.
“Dad was always active. He believed in
the YMCA and went there every day. He
felt guilty if he didn’t exercise. Although
he would have an evening cocktail, he
believed in eating right, exercising and no

James E. Cobb
Jan. 20, 1930 to Dec. 31, 2018
James Edgar Cobb, a respected member
of the legal community, passed away Dec.
31, 2018. Born in Quitman, Georgia, Cobb
was raised in Jacksonville, where he graduated
from Robert E. Lee High School in 1948
and the University of Florida in 1952.
Cobb served in the U.S. Air Force for
two years, worked briefly as a tour guide
for NBC Studios in New York City, then
enrolled at the University of Florida Law
School, where he earned his jurisprudence
degree in 1958.
With his wife, Virginia Wenz Cobb, the
new lawyer moved back to Jacksonville,
where he initially joined the Bedell Firm,
then moved to Mathews, Osborne and
Ehrlich, where he became a partner in 1966
and served as a trial lawyer for 27 years. In
1991, he joined three other lawyers to found
Peek, Cobb, Edwards and Ragatz, where he
worked until he retired.
“Jim influenced and changed our lives
forever,” said Gene Peek III, a firm co-founder.
“Jim was not only an outstanding professional
and legend in the practice of law, but someone
who was the epitome of professionalism,
integrity and at all times a gentleman in the
challenges of the legal profession.”

James E. Cobb

Cobb was a past president of the
Jacksonville Bar Association, a former
member of the Florida Bar’s Board of
Governors, and president of the Florida
Bar Foundation.
“I did trial work with Jim. As a mentor
he stressed fighting hard for your client
but behaving professionally and as a
gentleman,” said Thomas S. Edwards, Jr.,
also a co-founder of the law practice. “He
also stressed the importance of working
to improve the Bar and the community. As
the Bar grows, some of the collegiality
becomes more difficult and he believed

Happy
President’s Day
JOIN US, Sunday Worship Schedule
9 p.m. ~ Traditional Worship in the Main Worship Center
11 a.m. ~ Contemporary Services in the Main
Worship Center

4275 Herschel St. • 384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax • www.sjpcjax.org

smoking! He first discovered that something was wrong with his heart on an
exercise bike. It registered that his heartrate
was 164 beats per minute. So, he thought
it was a defect in the machinery and went
to another bike. Then he realized he had
a problem.”
Brinton was an energetic person with
an expansive personality. “If he saw
anyone in the store looking at paint colors
he’d go over and strike up a conversation,”
said Bob. “He never stopped being a
salesman and teacher. He received a
master’s degree from Peabody College
in Tennessee, taught school for several
years, then saw a financial opportunity
to work for Sherwin-Williams.”
As Brinton rose in the ranks the family
was transferred from Arkansas to Colorado
to Missouri and finally to Jacksonville.
Brinton left Sherwin-Williams when the
store was on Park Street, ironically across
from where his present store now stands,
and purchased Wilshire-Gooden Paints on
Bay Street in 1976, where he remained until
the property was purchased in 1985 by JTA
to make way for the Skyway.
Brinton took his son over to look at a
building on Park Street and said, “This is

where we need to put our new store.” Bob
remarked that there was no room for
parking, but the persistent elder Brinton
solved the problem by suggesting that they
take out 25 percent of the front of the
building. Problem solved! They called it
Brinton’s Paint Company and added
Wilshire-Gooden in smaller letters to
maintain their product identity.
“Dad and I were a team. We worked on
our houses together, laid floors, put in
sprinkler systems; we made business decisions together,” said Bob. “Every morning
we would be at the front desk at 6:30 a.m.
He would have already been to the post
office. He would open the mail, separate
the checks and stack them up. We’d bounce
ideas off each other.”
Brinton had made the decision to move
closer to Bob and Tanya’s home near
Oakleaf last year but did not get to move
into the new house. Bob laughed as he
recalled his father – “ever the salesman”
– taking a nurse all over the house he was
selling and giving his sales pitch. “He was
still making friends – still trying to make
a sale.” Burk Brinton – Navy veteran,
teacher, salesman, father – left a legacy
of kindness, self-control and loving people.

that Bar members and particularly leaders
must work at maintaining it. He will be missed.”
Like his father, Fred Cobb, who served
as president of the Meninak Club in 1946,
Cobb held that position in 1972 and became
the centerpiece of a Meninak legacy when
his son, Larry, served as president in 2013.
“My favorite memory of Jim will always
be his beautiful singing voice. He would
often lead the Meninak Song and if he was
in the audience you could always hear him
singing loud and clear,” said Cathy Hill,
executive director, Meninak Club.
A dedicated member of the Meninak for
55 years, Cobb left a gentlemanly impression
on its members. “One of the wonderful
things about being a Meninak is the people
you get to know in the club,” said John F.

Lovejoy, Jr., MD. “Jim was a regular attendee
and the epitome of a gentleman. Always
nicely dressed and cordial. He supported
our work and worked tirelessly to make
Jacksonville a better place. His calm manner
and gracious personality will be missed.”
Cobb also served the community as
general counsel for the Jacksonville Chamber
of Commerce, as a past president of the
North Florida Heart Association, Literacy
Pros, and the UNF Foundation Board, where
he and his wife established an endowed
scholarship for outstanding graduates of
Lee High School who enrolled at UNF.
He was a lifetime member of both the
Florida Yacht Club and the Timuquana
Country Club, as well as St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church.
“Jim was a longtime faithful member of
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church serving, just
to name a few, as a lay reader, vestry
member and Senior Warden. He will be
remembered most as the leader of children’s
chapel. During his tenure, the children
would leave ‘big church’ at the reading of
the Gospel and have their own mini-service
led by Jim. Those children, as adults today,
still recall those days and his meaningful
words. What a legacy!” said The Rev.
Deacon Saundra Kidd.
Cobb is survived by his wife of 64 years,
three children, 11 grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, and a brother.

James and Ginny Cobb (left) with Dr. Dan Thomas and his wife
at a Meninak Toy Ball to benefit the Salvation Army Toy Drive.

Br ya n Ar nold
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In Memoriam
Dorothy Surrency
Rosenbloom

Gown Shop. They lived in Riverside for 10
years before moving to Venetia to raise their
three children, Percy III, Steven and Beverly.
Rosenbloom worked as a bookkeeper for
her husband’s business, Royal Services
Aug. 25, 1928 to Dec. 31, 2018
Janitorial Contractors, for 25 years. It was
during this time she got her private pilot’s
A real “hometown gal,” Dorothy S.
license to join Percy on business trips. She
Rosenbloom was laid to rest in Riverside
also took up golf and became a member of
Park Memorial Cemetery next to her childthe Jacksonville Women’s Golf Association,
hood sweetheart a week after she passed
winning the Deer wood Golf Club
away Dec. 31, 2018.
Championship in 1968. She also enjoyed
Rosenbloom, who celebrated her 90th
fishing with her children, catching bream
birthday just a few months prior to her
and bass for dinner.
death, grew up a Murray Hill girl, attending
The couple loved to travel and enjoyed
what is now Ruth N. Upson Elementary
cruises
and trips abroad, especially train
Percy and Dorothy Rosenbloom
School, John Gorrie Middle School and
trips. They toured Africa on a wildlife-viewing
Robert E. Lee High School. Through
safari and took the famous Blue Train trip
those school years, her future husband, drug store, and everyone went to Dreamette from Johannesburg to Cape Town, South
Percy Rosenbloom Jr., was a classmate. for ice cream.
Africa. They rode bullet trains in Japan,
Their parents, Clifton and Leona Surrency
After graduating high school in 1946, crisscrossed the U.S. on trains, and rode
and Percy and Ethel Rosenbloom, were Rosenbloom attended Wesleyan College in the Rocky Mountain Express from Vancouver
good friends.
Macon, Georgia, the first college in the across the Rockies.
In an interview with The Resident in world chartered (in 1836) to grant degrees
Rosenbloom was a leader for her daughAugust 2016, Rosenbloom recalled that to women. In January 1948, Percy proposed ter’s Girl Scout troop, 10-year volunteer
back in the 1930s and 1940s almost anything during a walk on a beach in St. Augustine at the Downtown Ecumenical Services
could be bought at the shops on Edgewood and the couple married Sept. 4, 1948 at Council, and a member of the Garden
Avenue without having to leave the neigh- Riverside Baptist Church, where she walked Club of Jacksonville, for which she judged
borhood. Woods Pharmacy was the local down the aisle in a gown from Riverside flower shows.
Hot
Red s Day
’
entine
Val Deals
Come in for an Electric
bike test ride today!

She was predeceased by her husband
Percy Rosenbloom, Jr. in 2015; her daughter,
Beverly Rosenbloom Thompson; and her
daughter-in-law, Betty Hoyt Rosenbloom.
She is survived by two sons, Percy
Rosenbloom III, and Steven M. Rosenbloom
(Paula); nine grandchildren; and many
great-grandchildren.

Murray Hill Elementary School 1940

LakeShore
BICYCLES

OPEN: Monday–Friday 9–7 • Saturday
9–5:30 • Sunday 12–5

2108 Blanding Blvd. (SR–21) • 904-388-0612
www.LakeShoreBicycles.com

904-527-2525 ❘ www.JanieBoyd.com

Tinnon Froehlich, Trey Martin, Cheryl Laucks, Charlie Boyd,
Janie Boyd, Randy Baker, Carolyn Tatum, Jamie Spicer
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Experts agree dry crawlspaces are a must for clean air
Turners Underseal is the
smart choice in war on mold

Your house may be making you sick from
the ground up.
Experts at the 2019 Indoor Air Quality
Association annual meeting in Atlanta
confirm that many toxic buildings become
that way from problems in the crawlspace
under the first floor.
Chris Turner, owner of Turners Underseal,
met with Jeff May, certified indoor air quality
professional, licensed mold assessor and
author of “My House is Killing Me!”, at the
January conference to get May’s opinion
about crawlspaces.
“Crawlspaces can be a real nightmare,”
stated May. “Rarely is the humidity controlled,
so there’s a lot of moisture. It’s even worse
if there is no dry system.”
May said crawlspaces are the perfect
place for growing mold – on the subfloor,
the floor joists, even in the insulation. “If
the dampness problem doesn’t look severe,

Rich Johnson and Chris Turner

you may not see the mold, but it’s still
there,” he said. “Crawlspaces always have
mold growing on the surfaces even if it’s
not visible.” May added that the problem
is compounded by mold-eating mites which
produce a lot of allergens.
Rich Johnson, CEO, Air Allergen & Mold
Testing, also attended the conference and
spoke with Turner, confirming what experts
say about moisture and mold. “We do over
a thousand inspections year and we find
that moisture in the crawlspace is a significant contributor to the adverse health
effects that can come from microbial growth
within the home,” Johnson said. “So we
definitely think the crawlspace is an important part of the health of the home and
it should be kept dry and mold-free.”
Turner also spoke with Bill Sothern, a
certified industrial hygienist and chief investigator with Microecologies, who added
weight to what Turner has been preaching
for years: “You have to keep the crawlspace
dry at all times or it becomes a toxic stew,”
Turner said.
Jacksonville has more than its fair share
of hot temperatures and rainy days, resulting
in the right conditions for subflooring
moisture and kicking off the war against
illness-causing mold. It can make you sick,
especially if you have allergies or asthma,
Turner explained. But even if you’re not
prone to allergies, contaminants from
crawlspaces can still irritate your eyes, skin,
nose, throat, and lungs.
An article in the December 2018 issue
of Healthy Indoors magazine stated “Wellconducted epidemiology studies in several

A dehumidifier system keeps crawlspace dry.

countries have consistently shown that
exposures from building/house dampness
and mold have been associated with increased risks for respiratory symptoms,
asthma, hypersensitivity pneumonitis,
rhinosinusitis, bronchitis and respiratory
infections,” according to the American
Industrial Hygiene Association.
The solution is clear.
“Eliminate the moisture and all kinds
of good things happen,” said Turner. “Dry,
healthy air comes into your house and you
breathe clean air. Your doors and windows
don’t stick, and your wood floors don’t
warp. The bottom line is it really is all
about breathing healthy air in your
home. Crawlspace moisture is your enemy
– you need to stop it,” he said.
“Just about the only way to maintain a
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a

permanently installed, commercial-quality
dehumidifier, and a liner system with
modifications,” said Turner, who has over
30 years’ experience as a certified indoor
air quality professional.
“Don’t get fooled by offers to encapsulate
the crawlspace. They are not sealed so they
end up trapping water, mud and even
sewage above the liner. I recommend never
to encapsulate, but keep the crawlspace
dry year-round,” he said, adding that getting
the crawlspace dry and keeping it that way
will prevent it from becoming a nasty
breeding ground while improving indoor
air quality.
Why wait for mold to appear before your
eyes? Start the war against toxicity in your
home with an inspection to determine
whether it has elevated moisture conditions.
Call Turners Underseal today.

In addition to the Turners Underseal Dry Crawlspace System, Turners Underseal also does sub-floor sanitizing, permanent wood sealing and home air quality inspections. For
$300 off installation services, contact Chris Turner at (904) 903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., or check out Turners Underseal at turnersunderseal.com/

Jacksonville’s Premier dealer of
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Youngsters and their chaperones took to
the aisles at the Target store on Roosevelt
Boulevard during the 11th annual Sanctuary
on 8th Street holiday shopping spree Dec 12.
Paired with chaperones, the 41 elementary
school students in Sanctuary’s after-school
program checked out toys, clothing and
items for gifts, after making some tough
decisions when they exceeded their $75
limit. One child purchased a Christmas tree
for his family, while another said she wanted
to buy a present for each of her cousins who
were coming for the holidays.
Students who attend the program every
day, work hard and exhibit good behavior
are rewarded with the annual field trip.
There were many first-timers this year in
kindergarten and first grade, and eyes lit

up at the toy aisles. Several of the chaperones
this year were old hands at the event as well
as those who regularly help with after-school
lessons at the Springfield-based nonprofit.
In addition to a $2,000 grant from Target,
funds were donated by the chaperones
and other supporters of the Sanctuary on
8th Street. Target set aside two registers
for the school as well as a break room with
snacks for the kids after their exhausting
shopping adventure.
“The holiday shopping experience is
a highlight of our Christmas season for
not only our children, but for our staff,
donors and volunteers. We are very grateful
to everyone who helped make the afternoon a resounding success,” said Rick
Cartlidge, executive director.

Ruth Upson fourth graders Henry Massey, Cheyenne
Knight and Isabel Levine

Elementary students ring in
New Year helping others
Leah McNeill helps Elijah choose items at Target.

Adrianne Sooriash gets a
hug from Sanaiyah Poitier

Sandy Spurney calculates
the total for Mariah.

Leah McNeill and her mother, Rebecca,
with Gaje, Elijah and Jeremiah

Rick Cartlidge, Bernard Augustin with Julian Simmons,
Damoni Williams, Laniya Peters, Jaylen Cutter, Jacques Daniels

Sp end mor e t ime

with
the one you love
t h is V alent ine’ s Day , E at In!
Terry’s Kitchen
Call today to reserve your
favorite meal to go.

388.1743

4218 St. Johns Ave. | TerrysToGo.com
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Crystal Browning gets a hug
from Khyra in the toy aisle.

Students, families and teachers at
Murray Hill's Ruth N. Upson Elementary
School believe in giving back to the
community whenever they can. Recently
the school rallied together for two important causes.
In a need to supply the school’s pantry,
which distributes food weekly through
the Blessings in a Backpack program,
the school collected 800 items of canned
goods and food items. Blessings in a
Backpack helps feed over 50 Upson
families each week and is sponsored by
counselor Arianne Smith.
Wendy Mueller’s fourth-grade students
collected the most, so the class enjoyed
an ice cream party for collecting 128
items. Some of the food was shared with
the Murray Hill Baptist Food Pantry.
The church is very active in supporting
the local community through a food
program and other endeavors.
After the devastation left in Florida’s
Panhandle by Hurricane Michael, Upson
students decided to make a difference.
Through a school-wide project, “Pennies
for the Panhandle,” they are tirelessly
collecting pennies.
“The result has been extraordinary
donations from our students and parents!
The penny and change collection demonstrate how contributing a small amount
can make a significant impact. We are
hoping that our donation will find its
way to those in need after the devastation
and slow recovery process,” said Yvonne
Spinner, school principal.

CUSTOM BUILDING - REMODELING
Celebrating 57 Years as
Jacksonville’s
Premier Custom Builder
& Remodeler

Residential & Commercial

CBC026189

(904) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com • Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Young pianists share extraordinary talent at annual competition
The 15th annual Outstanding Young
Pianists competition, sponsored and
hosted by Friday Musicale, resulted in a
concert Jan. 18 for eight young musicians,
grades 5 to 12. The competition was held
Jan. 12 in six categories and was judged
by Dr. Sean Kennard, Stetson University;
Dr. Katherine Svistoonof, independent
teacher of piano, and Dr. Scott Watkins,
Jacksonville University. Competition
Chair was Michael Mastronicola, University
of North Florida.
The winners in the four grade categories
include:
Nathan Alcudia, a sixth-grade student
at Fleming Island Elementary who has
studied piano since 2015 with Christine
Couch, and competed in the Friday Musicale
competition for the second time, won the
5th-6th Grade category.
Matthew Phan, a seventh-grade student
at Blessed Trinity Catholic School who has
studied piano for the past six years with his
only teacher, Mary Lou Wesley Krosnick,
and has performed at Carnegie Hall in New
York City, was the winner of the 7th-8th
Grade category.
Winner of the 9th-10th Grade category
was Zach Yu, a sophomore at The Bolles
School who has eight years of formal private
training with Krosnick also, and performed
for the third time at Friday Musicale.
In the 11th-12th Grade category, Courtney
Dantzler, a senior at Stanton College
Preparatory School, was the winner. She
has studied piano for 10 years, the past five
under Aida Ribeiro Mechetti, and plans to
attend Duke University in the fall.
In the ensemble category, Sadie Pichelman,
a senior at Ponte Vedra High School,
played piano, accompanied by Colin
Whatley, a sophomore at Bartram Trail

Fifth-graders perform
at Florida Music
Educators Conference

Zach Yu

Reed Krueger

Nathan Alcudia

Sadie Pichelman (seated), Matthew Rowell, Colin Whatley

Courtney Dantzler

Amy Lao

Matthew Phan

High School on the bassoon, and Matthew four solo categories of the Friday Musicale
Rowell, a junior at Brunswick High School Outstanding Young Pianists Competition.
in Georgia on the oboe. They are members A senior at Stanton College Preparatory
of the Cane and Ivory Trio.
School, Lao is a junior docent at the Cummer
Pichelman has studied under Mechetti Museum of Art and Gardens and shares
for the past six of her nine years in piano her classical music with children at the
lessons; Whatley has studied bassoon under Jacksonville School for Autism.
Laurie Zentz and Jason Duckett, while
Friday Musicale, now in its 129th season,
Rowell has been an oboe student for the will hold its 4th annual fundraiser on Feb.
past six years, two under Claudia Minch. 16, 6 p.m., at its 645 Oak Street venue. The
In the concerto category, Amy Lao, 17, musical South Pacific Adventure will be
studies under Krosnick, and has won all family-friendly.

Riverside Presby te r i an D ay
School fifth-grade
students Reed
Krueger and Peter
Cotchaleovitch
were selected to
perform at the
Florida Music
Educators ConPeter Cotchaleovitch
ference in Tampa
Jan. 9-12, the first students from RPDS
to ever be selected for this conference
performance.
Krueger was selected to join the AllState Elementar y Chorus, while
Cotchaleovitch was chosen to join the
All-State Orff Ensemble. Both students
had to audition to be selected, with
1,000 students submitting auditions
throughout the state.
Krueger prepared a singing audition
and was selected out of 200 students.
Cotchaleovitch prepared an audition
with singing, playing the recorder
and xylophones and was one of 100
students selected.

A Year End Review

How did 2018 compare to 2017?

AVONDALE
Number of homes sold
Average sales price
Volume sold

RIVERSIDE
Number of homes sold
Average sales price
Volume sold

ORTEGA
Number of homes sold
Average sales price
Volume sold

MURRAY HILL
Number of homes sold
Average sales price
Volume sold

10%
11%
02%
25%
11%
39%
14%
07%
05%
20%
07%
28%

Interested in learning what your home
would sell for? Call me at 904-477-4266

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23

1 5
MILE

Fun Run
8:00 AM

MILE

Grand Prix Race
8:30 AM

FAMILY FRIENDLY STREET FAIR ALL MORNING!

Races start & finish at St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School - 4114 Oxford Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32210

Run Features:

Medals for all registered 1-mile finishers and collector medals for the first 2,000 5-mile finishers.

A fun-filled street fair with food and giveaways. Strollers welcome (must start at back of race).

The 2019-2020 5th
anniversary issue of
Jacksonville’s best
guide to the area’s
historic neighborhoods
is coming this summer.

Register @ www.OrtegaRiverRun.org

Dont Miss out! Advertise and
reach your target audience!

Awards for top male & female runners in a variety of categories and ages.
A historic course over two bridges and along tree-lined streets.
5 miles is the perfect training run two weeks before the Gate River Run!

Bonnie K. Brady
B R O K E R A S S O C I AT E , G R I , S R E S , A H W D , L M C

(904) 477-4266 | Bonnie@fpmproperties.com
711 Margaret St., Jacksonville, FL 32204
www.fpmproperties.com

Proceeds benefit the Financial Aid/Scholarship Program at

(904)388-8839

SPACE IS LIMITED AND FILLING
UP FAST. CONTACT US TODAY!
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Instant Decision Day results in nearly $6 million in scholarships
applications, students meeting with college
representatives, and students learning
instantly if they qualify for a particular
For seniors looking forward to attending college or what they need to do to qualify
college, one of the most stressful times for admissions.
is the long and anxious wait to hear back
Dr. Stone, Lauren Eggleston and Shannon
from schools after submitting their ap- Revels (UNF school counseling students),
plications. Generally, students who submit and Elizabeth Marroquin (UNF school
applications in early fall wait four to six counseling alumni and Terry Parker High
months to get a response. This waiting School counselor) recruited representatives
period can be an apprehensive time for from 20 Florida and Georgia colleges to
students and their parents and can create spend a week in Duval County Public
the anxious, uneasy feeling of not knowing High Schools reviewing transcripts and
if they have been accepted into the schools discussing admissions with students.
or not.
Students at local high schools, including
To reduce the anxiety and make this Robert E. Lee High School, prepared for
process smoother, Dr. Carolyn Stone, School their interviews by completing college
Counseling professor at University of North applications, financial aid forms, and
Florida, created an alternative way for practicing their interview skills before
students to apply, interview, and receive an the big day.
admission decision all in an “instant.”
Over 150 Lee High School seniors met
Instant Decision Day is an event that with college and university representatives
provides students assistance with the Dec. 7 in the REL Media Center. Every
college application process. The event student received at least one admissions
includes assisting students with college offer, with many receiving multiple offers.
Students also learned if they were only one
or two ACT or SAT points away from being
admitted or just shy of the GPA requirement.
Overall, students collected over 300 admissions decisions during the event.
Student records were also evaluated
during the event for scholarship awards
by some colleges. The seniors who participated in Instant Decision Day at REL
were awarded $5,790,000 in merit-based
scholarships. Many of these awards will
also “stack on top of federal financial aid,”
meaning many of these students earned
awards that will offset their entire college
tuition
bill, according to Dr. Khristi Keefe,
Senior Caleb Allison meets with
REL school counselor.
Barry University representative Justin Hoyte.
Submitted by Jaidyn Carter
Robert E. Lee High School Junior

ALL ABOARD!
Jump Start Your Bolles Experience

Senior Kalei Micheau gets a handshake from Bethune-Cookman representative
Billy DaJuste as she is granted admissions to the Daytona Beach-based university.

This is the ninth year of Instant Decision
Day and, so far, the event has been a
success. In fact, the numbers of admissions
and scholarships have grown along with
the number of high schools and colleges
participating. Last year, there were over
1,000 college admissions and a total of
$19,882,456 awarded in scholarships. This
year, the number of awarded scholarships
given to students is expected to increase
significantly based on the strong academic
records of DCPS students and increased
involvement of colleges and universities.

If you’re not already on board — hop on the Bulldog Express in
Grade 5 and be on the right track for middle school. Entering
Bolles in Grade 5 better prepares students to be successful in
middle school and beyond.
n

n

n

n

COURAGE. INTEGRITY. COMPASSION.

Senior Emmanuel Brinkley meets with Justin Prengaman,
Saint Leo University representative.

The Bolles curriculum helps students merge seamlessly into
their middle school experience and ensures a successful pace
for approaching new academic rigor.
Students are mentored by upper school students who have
experienced the same transitions.
Students are exposed to a thriving community — full of spirit,
rich in global learning and robust diversity.
Students make friendships for life, visit the middle and upper
school campuses and enjoy many exchanges that prepare them
well for their next steps.

Come to an Open House to learn more:
Monday, March 11, 2019
11 – 12 p.m.
or Thursday, March 28, 2019
11 – 12 p.m.
Bolles Lower School Whitehurst Campus
7400 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida 32217

Four Unique Campuses

Visit www.Bolles.org/AllAboard to make a reservation.
Or call (904) 256-5030, or email admission@Bolles.org

Ponte Vedra Beach PK–5 | Whitehurst PK–5
Bartram 6–8 | San Jose 9–12

We can’t wait to get you on board and explain why we

Day and Boarding School from Pre-K
through Grade 12.

success. Make Bolles your destination today.

think coming to Bolles in the fifth grade is the ticket for
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Fishweir students make holidays better for rural community
By Kate A. Hallock
Resident Community News

With the idea of “children helping children,”
students from Fishweir Elementary School
collect canned goods to donate to Grace
United Methodist Church in Lawtey, which
provides weekend food boxes for 25 children
in 10 families at Lawtey Community
Elementary School through a program
called Feed My Sheep.
Fishweir Elementary also has a semi-annual tradition of donating items from the
Lost and Found box before the Christmas
and summer breaks to a needful organization.
This past Christmas, the school donated
the unclaimed items, along with new
pajamas and socks, to the church in Lawtey,
a rural community in Bradford County.
“We were delighted,” said Sheron Willson,
pastor of Grace UMC. “So far we have

Milo Chandler, Aiden McFall,
Sawyer Jackson and A.J. Cruz-Medina
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Central Riverside
students sweep category in
essay competition

Sheron Willson, pastor of Grace United Methodist Church in Lawtey,Florida with Fishweir Elementary
students Ethan Royce, William Dobbins, Lily and Daisy Hardaker

distributed 20 jackets or sweaters and a pair ‘Feed My Sheep’ and ‘Follow Me’ and then
of shoes to local children. We are continuing in 2013 I attended the Walk to Emmaus
the distribution as the school staff, local where the call became clear for me.”
officials, and friends of Grace UMC identify
While continuing in the real estate business,
the needs.”
Willson trained to become a Licensed Local
Willson, an Avondale resident, was a real Pastor in the Methodist church. In early
estate broker for more than two decades, 2018 she retired from real estate and was
most recently with Berkshire Hathaway called to serve Grace UMC in July.
HomeServices Florida Realty Network. She
“Being raised in Riverside and Avondale
was also an active lay servant at Lake Shore and managing the historic offices of
Methodist Church.
BHHSFNR for so long, this historic church,
“I often delivered the Sunday message built in 1889 and its rich history, is a
when the pastor was out of town or when perfect place for Jack and me at this time
the church was between pastors,” said of our lives. The congregation is an active,
Willson. It was during her lay ministry warm and welcoming group with a heart
service that she realized the call to full-time for the community and we are so very
ministry. “On a trip to Israel with Shoresh happy to be serving the Lord in this place,”
USA in 2008, I was drawn to the verses said Willson.

Micah Hall, Ivery Brammann and Lydia Jones with
Bernadette Harris, teacher

Ivery Brammann, a fourth-grade
student at Central Riverside Elementary
School, isn’t the only budding writer.
Although she won the elementary school
category in the 2019 Tomorrow’s Leaders
writing competition sponsored by the
City of Jacksonville, the runners-up were
also from Central Riverside.
Fourth-graders Micah Hall and Lydia
Jones also joined Brammann at the 32nd
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast,
held Jan. 18 at the Prime Osborn
Convention Center. A month earlier,
Mayor Lenny Curry, had surprised the
students with a visit to their school Dec.
14 to announce Brammann’s prize.

Did they spend

a fortune or
Did they go to

VIKTOR’S?
A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING
ONE OF JACKSONVILLE’S
BEST KEPT SECRETS
FOR DISCOUNT FURNITURE
& MORE!

6612 San Juan Avenue

904-786-5424

viktorspayless.com
Hours: Tues-Sat 9–5:30
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Oil spill clean-up focus of
winning science fair project
Kennedi Fields, a John N.C. Stockton
Elementary School fourth-grader, was
awarded first place from among all
fourth-grade students participating in
the Duval County Public School district
science fair Jan. 10. Her project, “Oil Spill
Clean Up,” focused on the best ways to
clean up oil spills.
When asked how she came up with the
idea, Fields responded, “I hear about
crashes and all the oil that spills out on
the road. I talked with my dad and I
decided to find the best way to clean up
an oil spill.” Field’s father is a Jacksonville
firefighter and assists in many car accidents.
“I wanted to help figure out ways to clean
up our environment and make it better
for the animals,” she added.
Her favorite part of the project was
pouring the motor oil into aluminum
pans on her driveway and using different
materials to see which ones cleaned the

75 years transforming lives

BALL
Saturday, March 9, 2019
US ASSURE CLUB EAST
1 TIAA BANK FIELD DRIVE
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

Kennedi Fields

ccbjax.org/event | 904.899.5505

oil up best. She tested sawdust, industrial
absorbent (kitty litter), sand, and absorbent pads.
Fields said she was very excited to be
the top selected project at Stockton
Elementary as well as Duval County and
loved presenting at the county fair.

Bishop Snyder junior performs at music conference
Bishop Snyder High School’s Nadia Nightingale, Class of
2020, attended the All-State Women’s Honor Chorus in Tampa,
Jan. 10-12. Snyder’s music teacher, Brian Urso, accompanied
Nightingale and her family, including father Downing
Nightingale and mother Trista Johnson, to the performance.
Nightingale, a Venetia resident, performed with Florida’s top
vocal students in the state and was accepted after extensive
auditioning and testing.
The All-State Chorus was hosted by the Florida Music
Nadia Nightingale
Education Association at its 75th Anniversary Professional
Development Conference, attended by more than 10,000 people.
In addition to approximately 250 clinic sessions and concerts, it was host to 22 AllState Ensembles featuring Florida's top Band, Orchestra, Chorus, Guitar, and
Elementary Orff students conducted by world-class conductors and teachers.
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1/2 OFF

SCHOOLS CLOSED

G y m in a to r s
Re g i s t r a t i o n Fe e

Join Us For Camp!
Feb. 15th & 18th AND
March 11th thru 15th

New Students Only
Ex p i r e s 1 / 3 1 / 1 9 . (Resident)

CHEERLEADING
GYMNASTICS
TUMBLING
DANCE
NINJA WARRIOR
BIRTHDAY PARTIES

Jacksonville’s Premier
Gymnastics &
Preschool Program

SIGN UP FOR A

FREE
TRIAL CLASS
H om e of the 2 0 1 8 S tate C ham p s!

4 6 0 3 S hi rley A v e.

Corner of Blanding & Shirley

9 0 4 .3 8 8 .5 5 3 3

www.g ymi nators.com
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Rotary oratory competitors head to finals

Steve Madden with speech contestants Chris Conley, Kara Lane, George Pratt
and Nicole Kershner; back: Jim Kelly, Bill Langley and Tomas Jimenez

Kamara Cotton, Lincoln Price, Beckett Eiseman, Brooklyn Barrett, Laila Higbe,
Eli Tatum, Luke Dearing, Austin Lochrie, and Imogen Flowers

Stockton robotics team earns Rising Star award
The Dynamic Dolphins Gold robotics
team – led by Sarah Smith, second-grade
teacher at Stockton Elementary School,
and Donald Price, a Stockton parent –
competed at their first robotics competition
on Jan. 11 at the Robo Thrasher 2 FIRST®
LEGO® League Qualifier, earning the “Rising
Star” award as the team to expect great
things from in the future.
The team of fourth- and fifth-grade
students has been working hard over the
past months to build and program robots
to complete missions in a robot game.
The Gold team competed against 15 other
fourth- through eighth-grade teams from
Duval County.
Each year the FIRST LEGO League issues
a challenge based on a real-world scientific

topic. This year, the 30th, the league choose
“Into Orbit,” requiring participants to identify
a physical or social problem face by humans
during long duration space exploration.
The Dynamic Dolphins Gold team thought
space food tasted bland, so they came up
solutions such as growing more food at
the space station, including more fragrant
foods due to smell being a large part of
taste, and adding essential oils to the food.
The robotics team does so much more
than build and program Legos. As the
Dynamic Dolphins work on their missions
they make sure to demonstrate teamwork
while upholding core values, celebrating
everyone’s discoveries, and showing
gracious professionalism with school
teammates and other teams in the league.

High school seniors on the First Coast the next 20 years regarding social service
are competing for college scholarships, to humanity?”
courtesy of six Rotary Clubs, by participating
The students had approximately two
in the fifth annual Rotary Oratory Competition, months to research, write and prepare
a project initiated by the Rotary Club of their presentations. The candidates were
South Jacksonville in 2015.
assigned geographically to a nearby Rotary
The Rotary Club of West Jacksonville Club, where they first competed in a
hosted four high school students at its Jan. “regional” contest. Those who won their
9 luncheon at the Florida Yacht Club, where regional will vie for a first-place college
the students gave 5-minute oratory speeches scholarship and a runner-up college
on the topic of cultural trends in social scholarship in a final competition to be
service and were judged by the club’s held Thursday, Feb. 21, at WJCT Studios,
membership and guests.
which will air it later in the spring.
Avondale resident Chris Conley, a senior
Each participant received a $100 gift
at Bishop John Snyder High School was card, with regional winners receiving a
declared a regional winner, besting Nicole $500 scholarship to their college or post-secKershner, Stanton College Preparatory ondary education institution. The finals
High School; Kara Lane, Robert E. Lee winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship
High School, and George Pratt, Paxon and the runner-up a $3,500 scholarship.
School for Advanced Studies. The Trinity
Rotary Clubs participating in the
Christian Academy contestant was a project include the Rotary Clubs of
no-show.
Fernandina, Orange Park, St. Augustine,
The topics are meant to be current, South Jacksonville, West Jacksonville,
meaningful and thought-provoking. This and the Rotary Club of Jacksonville. The
year’s topic was “What are developing Rotary holds seven regional competitions,
cultural trends that will change our with two hosted by South Jacksonville
community at home and worldwide over Rotary Club.

P R E K- 3 T H R O U G H 8 T H G R A D E

Registration
is Open
For grades PreK-3 through 8th

ALL IN FOR ST. PAUL’S

Poker Tournament
Thursday, April 4th, 2019
6:15pm Hors d’oeuvres and lessons | 7pm Cards fly
Best Bet Jacksonville - 201 Monument Road

$100 Per person
CASH PRIZES:
1st place $1500 | 2nd place $1000 | 3rd place $500
(904) 387-2841 | SPSJAX.ORG | 2609 PARK STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204

AUGUSTA SAVAGE:
RENAISSANCE WOMAN
THROUGH APRIL 7, 2019

Overcoming poverty, racism,
and sexual discrimination,
Augusta Savage became one of
this country’s most influential
artists of the 20th century,
playing an instrumental role in
the development of some of the
most celebrated Black artists.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT CUMMERMUSEUM.ORG.
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Hurricane Michael relief
efforts still underway

Third-grade students from St. Mark’s
Episcopal Day School loaded a car full of
supplies to be sent to Holy Nativity
Episcopal School in Panama City, Florida
to help with their recovery from Hurricane
Michael. Supplies, including books, flash
cards and construction paper, were personally delivered by Frank Surface, a St.
Mark’s parent, to Holy Nativity in December.

Ortega boy advances
to county spelling bee
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Jefferson demonstrates how Declaration of Independence was written
More than 1,300 fifth-grade students
from 18 public and private elementary
schools in Duval County attended the annual
historical character performance hosted and
sponsored by The National Society of The
Colonial Dames of America in The State of
Florida (NSCDA-FL) and funded by Wells
Fargo and The Roger L. and Rochelle S. Main
Charitable. The performances were held Jan.
22-23 at the Jacksonville Public Library
downtown for students and each culminated
with awarding of certificates to winners of
the essay competition.
Each year’s presenter is well-versed in
the portrayal of his or her character, including
personalities, cultural nuances, and history
with an interactive presentation and question
and answers from the students. The school
programs are coordinated by the Dames,
school teachers, and school district department supervisors along with a curriculum
and essay contest.

Professional historical actor and “first-person interpreter” Steven Edenbo represented
Thomas Jefferson, one of America’s most
successful practical visionaries and effective
leaders as the nation’s third president. Edenbo
has a bachelor’s degree in English from
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Penn., and
has impersonated Jefferson since 1999.
Jefferson engaged the students, bringing
a group of 10 onstage to help demonstrate
how his initial draft of the Declaration of
Independence – calling it America’s first
birthday card – was edited during the process.
He also used a 14th century cup-and-ball
toy, called a bilboquet in French, to illustrate
how ideas can be improved upon throughout
the generations.
Winners of the essay contest included Giulia
Angiolillo, Riverside Presbyterian Day School;
Kayden Sanders, St. Mark’s Episcopal Day
School; Kaden Townsend, St. Johns Country
Day School; Cyrus Vaghefi, Bolles Whitehurst

Thomas Jefferson with three of the essay contest winners:
Lindsay Johnson, R.V. Daniels Elementary; Giulia Angiolillo,
Riverside Presbyterian Day School, and Kayden Sanders, St.
Mark’s Episcopal Day School

Campus; Lindsay Johnson, R.V Daniels
Elementary School; Gwendolyn Raspberry,
R.L. Brown Elementary School; Oscar Stone,
Jacksonville Beach Elementary School; Samantha
Lee-Duffell, J. Allen Axson Elementary School,
and Micah Al-haleem, Daniel Academy.

Debutante Coterie presented
at 142nd Christmas Ball

Robert Adams, a fifth-grade student
and Ortega resident, was named the 2018
St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School Spelling
Bee winner. After 25 rounds, Adams
correctly spelled the word “nicety” in the
final round, advancing to the preliminary
Duval County Spelling Bee at Atlantic
Coast High School. Payton Marousky, in
the sixth grade, was the runner-up.
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The 2018 Debutante Coterie was presented at The Florida Yacht Club’s Christmas
Ball on Saturday, Dec. 22. Debutantes
presented included (front): Caroline Jordan
Still, Elizabeth Farley Callaghan, Anne
Bayley Shoemaker, Chase Pierpont
Nicholson; middle: Ashton Kay Hanigan,
Christina Michael Alexander, Sarah Patricia
Duggan, Emma Reade Whitner, Dawson
Elizabeth Simpson, Phoebe McDonald
Clements, Virginia-Anne Knight Feeley;
back: Claudette Priestman Bryan, Anne
Elizabeth Pentaleri, Kathryn Compton
Williams, Charlotte Isabella Steilberg and
12:24 PM Page 1
Francesca Schofield Walton.

RIVERSIDE Presbyterian Day School
Accepting 2019 - 2020 applications for
PreK 3 - 6th Grade

Admission Lunch & Learn

Wednesday, February 6 • 11:30 a.m.

Visit www.rpds.com/events to learn more and RSVP

• electric brush
• toothpaste
• anticavity fluoride rinse
*New patients only, must bring in ad.

kids1dentistry.com | 904.423.1377 | 4495 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 111

GET YOUR GROUNDS
UNDER CONTROL!
Looking for attention to detail?
Tired of pivots in your yard?
Have your yard professionally maintained with
small equipment and non-riding mowers.

/rpdsjax

904-729-6040
@groundcontrol24.7

@rpdsjax

@rpdsjax

830 Oak Street | Jacksonville, FL | admission@rpds.com | 904.353.3459

www.rpds.com

50 |

RESID ENT COM M UNI TY NEWS

RESIDENTN EWS. N ET | F EB RUARY 2019

Comedian surprises Murray
Hill adoptive mom with college
tuition check for $100,000
By Marcia Hodgson
Resident Community News

Comedian Jimmy Fallon and Barbie™, a
brand of the Mattel Corporation, gave a
Murray Hill mother a jaw-dropping surprise
when she attended his show in New York
City Dec. 18, 2018.
Jessica Hamm, a 31-year-old pediatric
intensive care nurse at Wolfson Children’s
Hospital had made international headlines
in 2017 when she decided to adopt twins
– both abused, with one so severely hurt she
needed to spend a month at Wolfson.
Producers of The Tonight Show with Jimmy
Fallon learned of the adoption through
extensive national media coverage at the
time of the adoption. With the help of
Wolfson Marketing Manager Vikki
Mioduszewski, Fallon’s team developed an
elaborate ruse to lure the unsuspecting
Hamm and her daughters, Delilah and
Caroline, to New York so they could award
her with a check for $100,000 to support
her girls’ college dreams.

Jessica Hamm fell in love with her adopted twins, Caroline
and Delilah, while on duty at Wolfson Children’s Hospital

“The producers really wanted to make
Jimmy’s story impactful. Last year they gave
$50,000 to a homeless Girl Scout troop. The
producer told me she had never gotten
$100,000 from a sponsor,” said Mioduszewski.
“I couldn’t tell anyone.” Because Hamm is a
working nurse, Mioduszewski cleared it
with the producers that she would mention
it only to Hamm’s boss, who would be
sworn to secrecy.
The Tonight Show flew Mioduszewski,
Hamm and the two girls to New York in
mid-December. “We had to come up with
a story about why she was going to The
Tonight Show, so the reason we told her
was cute,” recalled Mioduszewski. “I told
her she was going to be in a People Magazine
photo spread with other people who had

been featured in its ‘Heroes Among Us’
column. Jess knew People Magazine as my
favorite magazine of all time,” she said
noting that Hamm had been featured in a
full-page Heroes Among Us Spread in its
May 14, 2018 issue, a “big deal” for the
children’s hospital. However, the story was
just a fib and People Magazine had nothing
to do with her recent cash award, she said.
“I figured if I told her that, Jess would
probably not question why the Wolfson PR
person was going with her in this situation,”
said Mioduszewski.
And in an effort of full disclosure,
Mioduszewski also made sure the producers’
realized that because the girls had been
adopted through the Florida Department
of Children and Families (DCF), they would
already be awarded full in-state tuition
when the time for college arrived. “They
just told me it was okay, that wouldn’t cover
all college costs,” she said, adding that the
show generously paid for plane tickets,
dinner and front row seats to The Tonight
Show. During the program, when Fallon
awarded Hamm with a Christmas sweater,
“Jess truly had no idea.”
“I am still in shock about the entire experience!” said Hamm. “It amazes me how
many people our story has reached and
touched. To me it’s just everyday life of how
we became a family. When I realized what
was happening on the show, I was speechless.
It was a humbling moment that went so
quickly I can’t even be sure what I said at
the time.
“As a parent, I feel like you are in a
constant state of worry. Am I doing this
right? Am I giving them everything they
need? How do I ensure their futures? It’s
an endless list,” she continued. “Just talking
about the college funds makes me tear up.
To know my girls will not have to worry
about what college they can apply to or
whether we will be able to afford to make
their dreams come true no matter what
career path they choose, is priceless. It’s
the greatest gift. Seeing that it was Barbie
was just the icing on the cake. The girls
are avid Barbie enthusiasts! Thankfully,
Netflix allows us to watch all the Barbie
we could ask for!”
Hamm’s first encounter with her daughters
came in March 2017 when the little girl she
would later rename Delilah was only a
14-month-old baby. Delilah had been rushed
to Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s pediatric
intensive care unit with a skull fracture,
brain bleed, broken femur and fractured

Jessica Hamm with her daughter Delilah and fiancée Jennifer Paez, holding Caroline.

wrists. Malnourished and weighing only 11
pounds, the fragile toddler had a fresh
handprint-shaped pattern of bruises on her
face. For treatment, doctors hurried her
into emergency surgery to drain the fluids
and pressure in her brain.
“You know when you just know something,
when you just have that feeling,” Hamm
related to Mioduszewski in an article she
wrote for the hospital in April 2017. “That
day, I saw this beautiful child, and I told
my co-workers I was going to take her home.”
Hamm, who has since divorced, had been
trying to conceive a biological child for four
years with her husband and had undergone
multiple infertility treatments to no avail,
according to Mioduszewski.
To carry out her plans for adoption, she
approached Wolfson PICU Social Worker
Jim Hutcheson, who with 19 years of
experience, had often seen pediatric
caregivers consider adopting abandoned
and abused children but never witnessed
anyone complete the process. Since there
was alleged abuse, Delilah’s case had been
taken up by DCF. Hutcheson also advised
Hamm to call Family Support Services of
Northeast Florida, so she could start the
process of becoming Delilah’s foster parent,
Mioduszewski said.
It was only after DCF approved her as
a foster parent, that Hamm discovered
Delilah was a fraternal twin. Delilah’s
sister had been brought to Wolfson’s

Adoption day “we were a PB & J sandwich,” Jessica said.
Included in the photo are Judge David Gooding of the Duval
County Family/Dependency Court with Jessica Hamm, Delilah
and the girls’ godmother, Gennara Fitzroy, with Caroline.

At Halloween 2018, the twins dressed as Disney characters
Hei Hei the Rooster (Caroline) and Moana (Delilah)

emergency room hours after she had been
admitted. Also malnourished, X-rays of
the child soon revealed healing fractures,
indicating the second little girl had also
suffered chronic abuse. Later renamed
Caroline by Hamm, the toddler had been
placed on another floor, and hospital
personnel had yet to make the connection
between the two.
When Hamm learned the situation could
be a twofer, she didn’t hesitate. Without
even meeting Caroline, she decided to take
both girls home as their foster parent as
soon as each was discharged.
Although the biological mother had
been fighting to keep them, in her last
visit with the girls, she saw how much
their adoptive mother loved them and
quickly decided to sign away her rights as
a parent. “I thought I would be filled with
hate for her after what had happened to
the girls, but when I met her, I just felt
very sad for her,” Hamm told Mioduszewski.
“That day, she saw how much I loved the
girls and how well they were doing. If she
didn’t do anything right as a mom before,
she did this time. She signed the termination
of parental rights that afternoon.”
The adoption became final on Oct. 31,
2017 in Judge David Gooding’s office.
Since the ceremony took place on Halloween,
Hamm dressed her new family in costume
– Caroline as peanut butter and Delilah
as jelly – with Hamm, naturally, clothed
as the bread that would hold her new
family together.

CALL OR CLICK TODAY! LEARN MORE AT SJCDS.NET/OPEN

College Prep, Redefined.
Merit Scholarships Available!
Grades 7 and 9

St. Johns Country Day School

Join us for an Open House:
February 13, 2019, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Or call us for a personal tour!

sjcds.net • admissions@sjcds.net • (904) 264-9573

PURCHASE A VOLVO,
GET A TRIP TO SWEDEN
TAKE A VACATION WHERE THE SOUVENIR IS
PART OF AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE.
Purchase a Volvo from O’Steen Volvo Cars
of Jacksonville within the Volvo Overseas
Delivery Program and you’ll discover a truly
unique way to buy a car, as well as a truly
unique way to travel around Europe.
HERE’S WHAT’S INCLUDED:
Two round-trip tickets
to Scandanavia
A free first class hotel night
in Gothenburg, Sweden
Savings off the U.S. MSRP
on U.S.-model Volvos
Complimentary home shipment to
O’Steen Volvo valid for up to 6 months

THE ALL-NEW, RE-DESIGNED
2019 V90CC IS HERE NOW!
2019 Volvo V90 Cross Country

56,295

$

10863 Philips Hwy
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-396-5486
OSteenVolvo.com

Family owned & operated for 4 generations
Free Valet Pick-up for service repairs (See Dealer for full details.)
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ZOOM! Teeth Whitening
For You and Your Valentine!
Includes Take Home Bleach Trays
(Savings of $250... Please call office for details)
Offer expires 02/28/19. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for a payment for any other services, examination or treatment which
is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee,
or the reduced fee, service, examination or treatment. ADA D9310.

DENTISTRY WITH A
WOMAN’S TOUCH
Wait-free appointments
We perform all routine family dentistry
We offer metal-free crowns and fillings
We have completed continuing
education in Smile Makeovers

Dr Jacqueline West, DMD

We may be able to end your headaches
with Neuromuscular Dentistry
We now offer Invisalign®, the Invisible braces
NEW! Botox, Juvederm & Dysport

Taking your smile in the right direction.
Jacqueline West, DMD
2301 Park Street, Jacksonville
Just 3 blocks from Five Points

(904) 387-3333 . WESTDENTISTRY.COM

