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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville

To Help Celebrate, soothe your pet’s skin and 
get 50% OFF Forever Vets Gentle SHampoo!

VA L I D  M A Y  1  –  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2

Did you know 
that May 

is allergy 
awareness 

month?

WOMEN’S BOARD 
CELEBRATES A 
MILESTONE, HITS 
50 YEAR MARK
Co-chairs announced for the 
Florida Forum’s 30th season

It’s a big year for the Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital, the women’s collective 
celebrates 50 years of raising essential funds, 
growing brand awareness as ambassadors and 
showcasing the very best of what Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital has to offer the region.

During this 50th Anniversary Year of the 
organization’s founding, the Women’s Board will 
deliver another season full of prolific speakers, 
they have yet to be announced for the 2022-23 
Florida Forum season, but are highly anticipated 
by donors, sponsors and the hospital’s leadership. 

Co-chairs for this season’s 30th Anniversary 
of the speaker series are Sharon Pentaleri and 
Beverley Brooke, the Women’s Board President 
supporting the duo is Robin Albaneze during 
this anniversary year. “Sharon and I are excited 
to be co-chairing, this season is really special 
and our lineup is going to be outstanding,” shared 
Beverley Brooke. Brooke and Pentaleri wished 
they could share more about the speaker lineup, 
but negotiations are ongoing and have yet to be 
made official as of press time.

The legendary speaker series lineup has built 
momentum leading into this coming Florida 
Forum Speaker Series, coming off an appearance 
by Tim McGraw on the final installment in 
February of 2022.  

READ MORE ON PAGE 30

CELEBRATING           YEARS             

R I V E R S I D E  |  A V O N D A L E  |  O R T E G A  |  M U R R A Y  H I L L

COMMUNITY NEWS

Immediate Past Board Chair, Baptist Health 
Foundation, Richard Sisisky, with Board Chair, 
Joe Barrow, at the Borowy Tower patrons 
celebration.

READ MORE ON PAGE 26

Blending the  

The 46th Annual RAP Home Tour brought members 
of the local community, visitors from out of the area 
and many local volunteers and passionate members of 
the community to browse the offerings over the course 
of the two-day affair, April 22 and 23.

Patrons Ben Montgomery, Keith Jordan, Richard 
Walker, Clark LaBlond, (in front, left) Cindy Manouilidis 
and Julie Sisam were snapped in this photo while 
parting the Mission style bungalow on display at 1366 
Challen Ave.

READ MORE ON PAGE 30

A Vision for Art, the fundraiser and multi-day art show, has become an annual tradition which draws a big opening night crowd, pictured are 
Chloe Wood with Christina Crapps, Jennifer Bechan, Diana Fanning, Ginger Longmire, Rebekah Hagan, Bebe Alexander, Emily Magevney, 
Stephanie Davis and Nina Human.  

The story about its humble beginnings and coverage of the latest showcase begin on page 34.

Home Touring 
with a little help 
from my friends

Brushstroke
  of Communities

Brooke and Pentaleri 

BOWORY TOWER OPENS
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I just wanted to reach out and say how much I 
look forward to reading the Animal House column 
in The Resident Community News. I love and 
appreciate how Julie Garmendia highlights those 
groups and individuals in our community who 
work every single day helping animals in need. 
Duval has some of the most compassionate 
citizens when it comes to helping local homeless 
animals and wildlife. We are lucky to have some 
notable large animal welfare agencies, several 
smaller rescue organizations, wildlife rehabilitators, 
compassionate veterinarians, and several individuals 
who will stop and help an animal in need. There 
is a saying in the animal community that "it takes 
a village" and Duval has one of the best around 
and I thank you for being part of it.

Thanks so much,
Jill Mero 

EDITORtoLETTER

MAY 8TH

Submit a photo of your yard and win $100 gift card  
to one of many participating restaurants editor@residentnews.net

MAYYARD of  the MONTH

LeeAndCatesGlass.com

Give your bathroom  
a facelift.
MIRRORS • SHOWER DOORS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill, San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For advertising information please call 904.388.8839. Editorial submissions are welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s discretion. Facts and statements expressed in the editorial content are not necessarily those of The Resident.  
All content is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2021. Locally Owned and Operated.
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When the Wine Cellar restaurant at 1314 
Prudential Drive closed on Oct. 16 after 
serving customers on downtown’s Southbank 
for 47 years, many wondered what would 
take its place. Six months later, John Nagy 
and his wife, Karen Belloit Thomas, answered 

those questions with the announcement 
that they will operate the 4,200-square-foot 
restaurant as the City Grille and Raw Bar.

The new restaurant will focus on high-
quality ingredients including raw-food 
cuisine, in addition to steaks and other 
seasonal specialties. An extensive wine list 
from wine regions around the world will 
make use of the Wine Cellar’s distinctive 
wall-long wine rack. The restaurant plans 
to open in the fall with lunch and dinner 

six days a week and the possibility of a 
Saturday and Sunday brunch.

Belloit Thomas and Nagy, who live in 
Avondale, also own Eleven South restaurant 
at Jacksonville Beach and 3 Palms Grille at 
Ponte Vedra Beach. Together they have 
more than 50 years of restaurant experience. 
Belloit Thomas operated The Filling Station 
Café, which was located around the corner 
from the former Wine Cellar and on Hendricks 
Avenue, from 1987 until she sold it in 1994.

City Grille and Raw Bar coming to former 
home of Wine Cellar on Southbank

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News



Sunrise or Sunset?

Market News
What’s happening in our neighborhoods?

New listings are lagging compared to this time last year, and are 
well below historic norms. Buyer activity continues to be higher 
than normal. Interest rates for mortgages have begun their 
upward trend as promised, though they remain historically low.

If you’re considering selling this year, sooner is better than later. 
Feel free to call or email us for the latest available market data!

Two incredible lots - one in Ortega Terrace on the St. Johns River with downtown vistas and one on 
Ortega Island with frontage on the Ortega River featuring nature and watersports views.

Did you know?
In 2021, the largest group of home 
buyers were Millennials, and the 
largest group of sellers were 
Baby Boomers. Gen X buyers had 
the highest incomes and bought 
the most expensive homes of all 
generational cohorts.

Source: National Association of REALTORS® 2022 Home Buyers and Sellers Generational Trends

ORTEGA RIVER SUNSETS

4839 Ortega Boulevard

1.03 acre • 100ft river frontage 
concrete bulkhead • mature shade trees

Offered for $1,750,000

Contact Ted Miller • 904.463.1731

ST JOHNS RIVER SUNRISES                                                 

0 Ortega Island Drive

.82 acre • 184ft river frontage • concrete 
bulkhead • dock with 10,000lb lift

Offered for $1,000,000 

Contact Leslie Wilkins • 904.476.4188

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

LINDSEY BARTON
(904) 318-6911

LESLIE RIOS WILKINS 
(904) 476-4188

MATTHEW ABERCROMBIE 
(904) 343-8139

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

WALTER WARE 
(904) 759-8882

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596 

ANN ABERCROMBIE
(904) 382-1346

ALISE FERRANTI
(904) 434-0767

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

ELIZABETH MEUX 
(904) 704-1576

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

MillerCompanyRealtors.com

2905 CORINTHIAN AVENUE • Or tega Vil lage • 904-388-0000 
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1301RIVERBIRCHLANE.COM 3338RIVERSIDEAVE.COM

rewade.com 
904.534.0969  

wade@rewade.com

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE
$2,200,000

4 BR · 3 FBA · 2 HB
3,764 sqft

AVONDALE

1301 RIVERBIRCH LN
$4,350,000

5 BR · 6 FBA · 1 HB
8,266 sqft

SAN MARCO

3610 Saint Johns Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32205

Miller Electric is attempting to sell several adjacent parcels in 
Riverside's Five Points neighborhood that it used to call home, 
before relocating to the Southside.

Real estate is very valuable in the neighborhood and several 
tenants and others could be potential buyers, or not. Miller's 
representatives were uncertain, during an April 11 meeting with 
area residents arranged by City Councilwoman Randy DeFoor, 
as to who may eventually occupy the property or for what uses.

Representatives from The Southern Group, who said there are 
no plans for new construction, focused on Miller's application 
to consolidate zoning and land use designations among the 
parcels, some of which have flexible planned unit development 
(PUD) zoning, the terms of which are negotiated with city planners, 
and others with community general commercial (CGC) zoning.

But the land use is what has sparked opposition from nearby 
residents. Miller seeks to change the land use on two parcels 
from commercial general to light industrial, which they fear will 
be more intensive.

Robin Lumb, a former city councilman who resides on Gilmore 
Street, fears the requested PUD zoning and light industrial land 
use is an attempt by Miller to maximize the resale value of their 
property at the expense of the neighborhood's quality of life. 

He said it may also be a way to avoid compliance with the 
historic district's residential overlay that he says encourages 
residential redevelopment over commercial redevelopment.

"At Monday’s meeting representatives from the Southern Group 
admitted the only reason for the proposed re-zoning was to make 
it easier for Miller Electric to sell the property and to sell it at a 

higher price," Lumb said by email to the councilwoman. "While 
I respect Miller Electric’s right to seek the best possible price for 
its property, this is hardly a compelling rationale for a major 
re-zoning. If satisfying the desire to maximize resale value 
becomes the acceptable standard for a commercial re-zoning, 
there’s no logical stopping point. Any commercial property 
owner looking to boost resale value could use the same rationale 
to demand a zoning change anywhere else in the city."

Miller's representatives, Chris Hagan and Taylor Mejia, 
countered this month that current zoning would permit up to 
six stories. Residents may translate that as a threat to add yet 
another large cube storage facility in the neighborhood, said 
Riverside Avondale Preservation's Director Shannon Blankinship.

Mr. Lumb certainly took it that way. He said residents should 
not be expected to "negotiate with themselves" to reach a 
compromise to achieve the requested zoning and land use 
changes.

Mr. Hagan and Ms. Mejia said their client is willing to negotiate 
on terms of a potential PUD agreement with the city. They said 
it could include traffic and pedestrian safety improvements, less 
on-street parking and the like, to please neighbors.

What neighbors would like to see is the continuation of a 
pattern now underway on Gilmore — the exit of a former 
ambulance company and the ongoing rehabilitation of several 
bungalows. That should mean more residential housing that is 
in such short supply, making living here unaffordable for many.

Another meeting with Miller representatives was scheduled 
for April 27, said Ms. Blankinship, at 4 p.m. at 214 N. Hogan St. 
downtown.

"More to come though," said Councilwoman DeFoor's executive 
assistant Brooks Dame on April 20. "Miller is revising their 
exhibits and then we’ll review and have additional meetings 
as necessary."

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News

Neighbors resist PUD-zoning deal with 
Miller Electric

Gilmore Street bungalows undergoing renovations

Top from left: Chris Hagan, Taylor Mejia and Councilwoman Randy DeFoor meet with 
residents on April 11, 2022

There is always plenty on offer at Avonlea on Mother’s Day!

40,000 sq. ft. of the finest dealers 
and designers in Florida offering 
a fabulous and eclectic mixture of 
inventory that meets the demands 

of the modern homemaker.JOIN US THIS MOTHER’S DAY
for our legendary Mother’s Day 
Brunch, then Sip and Shop the 
afternoon away with your mom!

Booking is essential for this event:
Call: 904-503-3829

  @AvonleaAntiques

Full Circle’s legendary Mother’s Day Brunch is back! 
Sunday, May 8th | Book early to avoid disappointment.

11am-5pm Everyday Except Saturday 10am-6pm  |  (904) 636-8785  |  8101 Philips Highway, Jacksonville, FL 32256  |  avonleamall.com

‘Don’t forget, 
Mother’s Day Gift 

Cards are available 
online and at the 
store. Minimum 
amount $25’.



Tickets purchased for this chance drawing benefit  
Wolfson Children’s Hospital

WolfsonBassTournament.com

——————— TITLE SPONSORS ———————

MAY 19 - 21, 2022
PALATKA CITY DOCKS

Win  
this boat!

Courtesy of Bullet Boats and Mercury Marine

Presented by:

—————— GRAND SPONSORS ——————

WCH 40433 Bass Tournament 2022 RN Ad_v04.indd   1WCH 40433 Bass Tournament 2022 RN Ad_v04.indd   1 4/20/22   4:06 PM4/20/22   4:06 PM
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"The inconvenience of a few impatient 
drivers during morning rush hour should not 
take precedence over residents and 
families who live, work, and play along 
Beverly Avenue.”  

 
- Cory Donoher    

Starbucks® and state and local authorities have their eyes on a traffic 
snarl that has caused more than two dozen accidents in recent years 
at the company's US 17/Roosevelt Boulevard store in the Fairfax area.

Vehicle bottlenecks are created on the highly-trafficked thoroughfare 
with direct access to the coffee giant, which also has an entrance on 
a side road, Beverly Avenue, leading to a small parking lot at the rear 
of the store and looping back onto Roosevelt. 

It gets very cramped at rush hours as waiting to-go order customers 
crowd the parking lot, sit-down customers enjoy the sunshine on the 
patio and commuters fill the drive-thru. Councilwoman Randy DeFoor 
asked Starbucks® about a potential short-term solution, and the initial 
response was to make coffee faster. 

The drive-thru line at 4265 Roosevelt Blvd. frequently wraps the 
building and spills out onto US 17 where cars idle while traffic rushes 
past at more than 50 miles an hour, said the councilwoman via press 
release. 

"Over the last few weeks, Florida Department of Transportation’s 
Traffic Services Program Engineers completed a thorough review of 
this location and recommended it modify their internal circulation 
to address the danger. The report outlined clear recommendations 
and tracked multiple instances where drivers or pedestrians along 
Roosevelt. Ave could be in danger," the release reads.

"I would like to thank the engineers and staff at the Florida Department 
of Transportation for completing their traffic analysis. We appreciate 
our Jacksonville Sherriff’s Office for installing 'Heavy Traffic Ahead' 
signboards and assistance from State Attorney Melissa Nelson," it said.

Starbucks® appears to be listening.
"We're committed to listening to the needs of our customers and 

community members and always upholding a safe experience at our 
stores," said an email from Caroline at Starbucks media relations 
April 22. "We have been and continue to work directly with FDOT 
(Florida Department of Transportation), the Jax Sheriff’s Office and 
Councilwoman DeFoor to address these concerns in addition to 
making modifications both in our café and in the drive-thru."

According to The Florida Times-Union, a Nassau County jury 
recently awarded some $9 million to a Starbucks® customer hit in a 
drive-thru lane.

"The owner is Marc Angelo. However, it’s a ground lease so the 
leasee is Starbucks Corporate. I believe Starbucks is responsible for 
managing the drive-thru line, therefore their responsibility," said 
the councilwoman's assistant Brooks Dame.

"There have been 28 reported crashes in the last few years," she 
said.

Nearby residents want a solution.
"The inconvenience of a few impatient drivers during morning 

rush hour should not take precedence over residents and families 
who live, work, and play along Beverly Avenue," said resident Cory 
Donoher to the councilwoman on April 22. "Fairfax is a niche, tucked 
away neighborhood possessing houses which date back to the early 
1900s.  My own home was built in the early 1920s. This street was not 
intended to handle automobile drives to cater to a corporation which 
made close to $30B in revenue last year."

Mr. Donoher is not alone.
"Over 400 neighbors indicated this was an issue, I believe many of 

them have been impacted or witnessed accidents. We know not all 
accidents are reported to JSO so the reported number is always low," 
said Ms. Dame.

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News

Authorities working on coffee shop traffic snarl

A view of the drive-thru lane at Starbucks, where obstruction illustrates the problem of cars remaining in Roosevelt Blvd. travel lanes while waiting in line. Hazardous results 
have a higher probability of occurring, due to the nature of the speeds and traffic impediments.

Councilwoman Randy DeFoor with Curry Pajcic, a constituent during a press conference in April

GRAND OPENING
MAY 28th, 10am-5pm

3655 St. Johns Ave., Avondale, Shops at Avondale 
904-300-3779

www.roomwithaviewinteriors.com

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR

Avondale/Ortega Metropolitan

Cell: 904-434-9777
cececummings.com

Florida Network
Realty

1472 Creeks Edge Ct  /  4 Beds  /  3 Baths  /  2,599 sq. ft.

$465,000

JUST SOLD!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

"A home is one of the most important assets that most  
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust."

~Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.



Tripp 
Newsom

904-234-6117

Amy
Owens

904-422-1505

Amy
Sawyer

904-806-3236

Christina 
Jenkins

904-214-6865

Glenn 
Guiler

904-707-7712

Sonia  
De Los Santos
954-439-5208

Ed 
Akers   

904-651-6676

Tina 
Mattucci

904-710-3641

Wade 
Griffin

904-534-0969

Alan 
Aptheker

904-982-3950

Robert 
Van Cleve

904-535-4420

Keith 
Sowin

904-314-4324

Erica 
Davis

904-219-0954

Mariel 
Benn

703-473-8082

Nancy Pedrick 
Cusimano

904-728-0981

VANGUARD REALTY

Avondale Office: 3610 St. John’s Avenue 904-394-2316

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell  
Banker Real Estate  LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and "We  
Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

this is home.

1301 RIVERBIRCH LN - $4,350,000
5 BR | 6 FULL BA | 1 HB | 8,266 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

2703 HOLLY POINT RD E - $2,875,000
5 BR | 5 FULL BA | 2 HB | 5,860 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

1279 LECHLADE CIR - $360,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,223 SQFT
Listed By Glenn Guiler | 904-707-7712

1348 LECHLADE ST - $335,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,602 SQFT
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082

3671 ALEC JEREMY LN - $240,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,332 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

4851 APPLETON AVE - $178,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 943 SQFT
Listed By Robert B Van Cleve | 904-535-4420

10641 GRAYSON CT - $500,000
4 BR | 4 BA | 2,790 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

1218 WILLOW BRANCH AVE - $450,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,419 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

13825 GOODSON PL - $360,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,675 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

3327 ROSSELLE ST - $155,000
2 BR | 1 BA | 829 SQFT
Listed By Alan Aptheker | 904-982-3950

7781 LENOX AVE - $248,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,452 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

COMING SOON

UNDER CONTRACT

SO
LD

UNDER CONTRACT

SO
LD

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SO
LD

145 BRANSCOMB RD - $295,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 2,000 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

SO
LD

1636 KING ST #1 - $342,000
2 BR | 2 FULL BA | 1 HB | 2,454 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE - $2,200,000
4 BR | 3 FULL BA | 2 HB | 3,764 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

7745 DEERWOOD POINT CT - $575,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 2,505 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

2970 ST JOHNS AVE 1B - $319,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1,480 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

Tiffany 
Hebert

904-855-5495

Patrick 
Danylchuk

347-860-2245

Vaughn 
Clark 

904-887-3992

UNDER CONTRACT

SO
LD

UNDER CONTRACT
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Jacksonville University will open a College of Law in 
downtown Jacksonville in the fall of 2022 supported 
by private funding and a $5 million commitment of 
public investment from Jacksonville Mayor Lenny 
Curry.

The College of Law anticipates an inaugural class 
of 20-30 students with a projected total enrollment 
of 150 students in Fall 2024. It will offer a three-year 
Juris Doctor degree program that is designed to 
prepare graduates for the Florida Bar exam.

“We are proud to partner once again with Mayor 
Curry and the City of Jacksonville to propel northeast 
Florida toward a stronger future,” said Jacksonville 
University President Tim Cost. 

The Jacksonville University College of Law is the 
state’s first new law school in more than 20 years. It 
is Jacksonville University’s fifth college and fifth 
doctoral program.

“Jacksonville is currently the largest city in the U.S. 
that does not have a law school,” said Mayor Lenny 
Curry. “This College of Law will offer a prime opportunity 
for current residents and serve as a magnet to attract 
talent back into our city and our downtown.”

Students will take courses at the university’s 
Downtown Jacksonville location in the VyStar Tower. 
The Duval County Courthouse and its extensive legal 

library are within a 10-minute walk, as are numerous 
legal organizations where students will secure 
externships and mentorship opportunities.

All applicants will be considered for merit scholarships, 
up to $14,400 per year, based on their transcripts from 
previous institutions and LSAT scores. No additional 
application is needed for merit scholarship consideration.

“Jacksonville University continually earns the support 
of the community and its alumni base which will 
ensure the success and prominence of the university’s 
law school graduates,” said Michelle Barnett, partner 
of Alexander, DeGance, Barnett, and immediate past 
president of the Jacksonville Bar Association.

Consistent with accreditation protocol dictated by 
the American Bar Association (ABA), the Jacksonville 
University College of Law will start classes in 2022 
and will begin the accreditation process in the spring 
of 2023 with the Council of the Section of Legal 
Education and Admission to the ABA. The University 
anticipates achieving conditional approval of 
accreditation by the time the first class of students 
graduates in 2024. 

Jacksonville University is fully accredited through 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). The University 
holds nine accreditations from national organizations 
serving business, healthcare, the arts, nursing and 
orthodontics.

The University is now accepting applications for 
the College of Law. For more information and to 
apply, visit www.ju.edu/law.

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News

Jacksonville University 
launches College of Law at 
its downtown location

Jacksonville University President Tim Cost addresses the audience at the Feb. 28 announcement of the College of Law 
at Jacksonville City Hall.

Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry expressed his support for the establishment of the College of Law, calling it "a prime 
opportunity" for the city.



We know going to trial may sound scary, but it’s a fight you don’t have to face alone. For more than 45 years, we’ve prepared 
cases as if they are going to trial, and the insurance companies know it. You deserve a team who isn’t afraid to take on the 
insurance companies – one that fights for you and protects you. We know a lawsuit can be hard on you and your family, but 
we’ve got your back.

Fighting for the seriously injured since 1976.

COKERLAW.COM  |  904.356.6071
OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE

she 
shouldn’t 
have to 
be afraid 
of the 
future. 
And 
neither 
should 
you. 

yyoouurr  ffiigghhtt  iiss  nnooww  oouurrss
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According to the Northeast Florida Association 
of Realtors, while sellers remained firmly in the 
driver’s seat by the end of the first quarter of 
2022, several factors point toward a more 
moderate and stabilizing real estate market 
coming to Northeast Florida. NEFAR’s April 
report showed a combined total of 2,676 homes 
were available at the end of March – 7.5% fewer 
than February.

“The upside is the number of new listings is 
3,144, up 14% in March compared to February,” 
said Mark Rosener, NEFAR’s president. “This 
trend should continue over the next several 
months, which will make it a little easier for 
buyers to find a home that meets their needs.”

Rosener said the additional inventory may 
be due to older millennials seeking to improve 
on their residences. 

“There are signs that older millennials are 
looking to upgrade or upsize from their current 
homes, which is creating some additional 
inventory in first-time homebuyer price ranges,” 
he said. “However, these listings are quickly 
absorbed by the younger millennials who are 
looking to purchase a home for the first time.”

The combined median sales price of single-
family homes, townhouses, and condos in 
Northeast Florida in March was $350,000 with 
single-family homes alone climbing to $370,050, 
a 4.7% increase. Meanwhile, the median sales 

price of single-family houses, condos, and 
townhomes combined was $350,000, a 4.5% 
increase over February and a 25% increase from 
last year at this time.

“The moderate month-over-month increase 
is in line with the median price trend since 
November of 2021 and is more evidence that 
pricing in our market is beginning to return 
to a more stabilized level. Increasing mortgage 
interest rates are now putting pressure on the 
home affordability index that dipped to 92 
over the region in March, Rosner said. 

The index measures whether or not a typical 
family earns enough income to qualify for a 
mortgage loan on a typical home at the national 
and regional levels based on the most recent 
price and income data. A value of 100 means 
that a family with the median income has exactly 
enough income to qualify for a mortgage on a 
median-priced home.

According to NEFAR, sales remained brisk 
with only 15 days on the market as the median, 
a 7% increase from this time last year.

“Homes that closed or are under contract 
pending a closing are in line with historic 
seasonal trends with closed sales up 22.5% 
over closings in February and pending sales 
up 4.3%, Rosener said. “When compared to 
March of 2022, both closed and pending sales 
are down considerably as the first quarter of 
2021 was inflated by pent up demand created 
by the COVID pandemic. All these factors 
continue to point to a slow movement toward 
a more moderate and stabilizing real estate 
market in Northeast Florida.”

Missy Cady-Kampmeyer, a real estate 
advisor with Compass realty company in 
Jacksonville, still feels like this is the time  
to buy. 

“Interest rates have gone up and it is still a 
seller’s market, but it is also a buyer’s market 
because the rates are still much lower than 
they were years ago,” said Cady-Kampmeyer. 

“The main problem is not lack of inventory; it 
is a surplus of buyers. To be successful in 
getting the home they want, buyers need to 
ask the seller questions about what is most 
important to them and be flexible in meeting 
the seller’s needs.”

She shared the example of a seller who may 
not have extra money to make repairs before 
selling the house.

“The buyer’s agent can include an offer for 
the buyer to deduct the anticipated cost of 
repairs from the purchase price,” she said. 

Cady-Kampmeyer also cautioned that 
“cash doesn’t always rule.”

“One reason why sellers tend to prefer all-
cash offers is because those deals close more 
quickly. A cash sale can be turned over in a 
seven to 10 days. Closing on a mortgage may 
take 30 days or longer,” she said.

“I encourage the seller to consider whether 
they can wait the additional days to get 
the same amount of money. I would rather 
sell a house to a family than an investor, 
assuming the offer is the same. The seller 
will have the satisfaction of putting a family 
in a home. It’s better for the neighborhood 
too.”

NEFAR reports that, in Duval County, the 
March median price of single-family housing 
was $330,000, up 6.5% since February 2022. The 
median days on the market was 15, with 41.8% 
of sales closing above asking price and 100.7% 
of sellers receiving list price. Active inventory 
for the county was 1,184 homes, a decrease of 
10.5% from last month and slightly less than a 
one-month supply. The Home Affordability 
Index registered at 98, down 5.8% from February.

“Thirty-three percent of homes in the Riverside/
Avondale/Ortega are selling for over list price. 
We have 1.4 months-worth of inventory in our 
historic area, which is well under the six months 
that constitutes a stable market. The market 
remains highly competitive for buyers, but not 
impossible,” said Heather Buckman, who is the 
broker/owner of Cowford Realty & Design in 
Avondale. “Escalatory clauses, appraisal gaps, 
shortened inspection periods, free leasebacks 
for sellers - these are all tactics that are being 
used with success.”

“There is a lot of speculation right now about 
the market and whether it will crash. No one 
can tell the future, but we can say that none of 
the major economists are predicting any crash,” 
she said. 

“For buyers who are wanting to wait until 
things slow down, that's a bit of a gamble. 
Housing values are projected to continue to 
rise, and interest rates are also rising, so not 
only will the same house today cost more 

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News
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CELEBRATE CINCO DE MAYO AT THE BEACH!

Join us for a lively evening of fiesta, food and fun to benefit 
Sulzbacher’s Beaches Health Center. Your support means 
homeless and disadvantaged people in our community receive 
the healthcare they need!

This year we’re celebrating our HEALTHY HERO, 
Mayo Clinic Jacksonville! Mayo Clinic is an 
incredible partner to Sulzbacher, providing services 
to our neighbors in need at our Beaches Health 
Center and on our HealthMobile.

Tickets & Sponsorships: SulzbacherJax.org/Fiesta2022

For more information email AllisonWenzel@SulzbacherJax.org

Trends point to market stabilization
Buying still remains highly competitive despite low inventory
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tomorrow, but the cost to finance that purchase 
will also be higher,” said Buckman. 

“For sellers, it's a different challenge. Many 
sellers say that they would love to tap into the 
equity of their home, but don’t know where they 
would move,” she said. “One strategy for sellers 
is to incorporate a lease-back into the sale of 
their home, where they essentially become 
renters in their own home on closing day, so 
that they can then go find something to buy 
without a contingency to sell their home.”

“Although there has been a slight uptick, 
inventory of homes for sale remains historically 
low. Most of the data we have seen from 
trustworthy sources like Core Logic, Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac forecasts that home prices will 
increase another 6.7% this year,” Josh Cohen, 
managing broker/coach of Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty, said.

“The market remains super competitive and 
multiple offers at all price points are the norm. 
Buyers have many options they can implement 
to ensure success and make their offer stand 
out to the seller. Professional consultation is 
vital,” he said. 

Cohen suggested that if the property appraises 
for less than the offer price, the buyer can agree 
to cover a gap between the appraisal and the 
agreed upon purchase price. 

“We recommend a cap dollar amount over 
the appraised value not to exceed the purchase 
price. The buyer can offer to pay all or a portion 
of the seller’s closing cost. This increases the 
sellers’ net profit without inflating the purchase 
price and could reduce concerns about 
 raising value for financing/appraisal.” Cohen 
said.

“If you’re trying to sell your home, make sure 
you have a meaningful discussion with your 
agent on the marketing strategy,” he said. “While 
the agent is getting the property ready for 
showings soon, the agent can put out a ‘Coming 

Soon’ sign to get the neighbors talking. The 
agent can also begin showcasing all the home’s 
qualities on social media platforms sharing 
professional photos and video. This creates a 
nice ‘buzz’ and generates positive energy on 
the property.” 

Cohen also advised reviewing best practices 
on how your agent will handle offers. 

“It’s not always in your best interest to have 
a ‘best and final’ bidding process,” he said. 

According to Investopedia, the best and final 
offer in a real estate bid is the most favorable 
terms the buyer is willing to offer the seller for 
the purchase of the property. A seller who 

receives multiple offers will resolve the situation 
by asking each bidder to submit only one offer 
that represents their best and final offer.

“Some buyers don’t want to be in a multiple 
bidding situation and could walk away from the 
property. Their offer that’s on the table could 
be the best scenario and the seller may not want 
to lose that opportunity. That said, every property 
scenario is different. Consult with your agent 
on what’s best for you,” Cohen said.

The most recent PropertyShark study,  
“The Gender Housing Gap Widens: Single Women 
Now Priced Out of 12 More Cities Than Men,” 
reported that Jacksonville is now the only larger 

city in Florida where singles can afford to 
independently buy a starter home, with women 
spending 27% of their income on mortgage 
payments compared to men spending 20%.”

“We tell our buyers every day that if they have 
a goal to buy in this market, it may not happen 
on the first offer that they write, but with some 
grit and perseverance, it absolutely can be 
done,” Cohen said. “On the other hand, with 
sellers sitting on record amounts of home 
equity, there has never been a better time to 
present your home to the world. Northeast 
Florida is wonderful, vibrant and growing,”  
he said.

AVERAGE OF ALL 
7 FORECASTS

CORELOGIC HPES FANNIE MAE MBA FREDDIE MAC NAR ZELMAN

GRAPH PROVIDED BY JOSH COHEN, BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES FLORIDA NETWORK REALTY 

HOME PRICE FORECASTS FOR 2022

The gift that’s everything you could   
want for them and everything they desire.

Treat them to something special with a gift card from   
The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. Call us today at 904.273.7700,  

come see us at The Spa, or shop from anywhere at pvspa.com.
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Riverside Avondale Garden TourRiverside Avondale Garden Tour
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The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital is celebrating 50 years of philanthropy 
and fundraising this year.

Michael Aubin, FACHE, Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital president and Baptist Health 
Foundation chief philanthropy officer, said 
the Women’s Board is an organization unlike 
anything he’d ever experienced prior to 
arriving at Wolfson. 

Throughout its 50 years, the board has raised 
more than $34 million, which helped transform 
several hospital facilities, including the 
Children’s Emergency Center, the Bone Marrow 
Transplant floor and the Oncology floor. Early 
in his presidency, Aubin recalled, funds 
provided by the Women’s Board revamped 
the hospital’s Behavioral Health Center.

“They invested in our behavioral health area 
and helped actually build the Behavioral 
Health Center when we had a very old and 
tired in-patient behavioral unit that really was 
not sensitive to kids or their families,” he said. 

“They made that possible when back then, 12 
years ago, people were not making investments 
into children’s behavioral health.”

The Women’s Board is currently working 
towards reaching its latest pledge, launched 
in 2018 — raising $4 million in five years for 
a “premiere NICU unit” — a target Women’s 
Board President Robin Albaneze says the 
board “feels very strongly” will be reached by 
the end of this year.

“I don’t know what we’d do without the 
Women’s Board,” Aubin said. 

With a volunteer force of more than 400 and 
a membership consisting of several legacy 
members — grandmothers, mothers and 

daughters — Albaneze says this fellowship of 
women has been an inspiring group to be around 
all while raising money for a worthy cause.

“I’ve made some really wonderful friends 
because we all love the children and we love 
working on the two events — the Florida 
Forum and the Winter Design Show,” she said. 

“It’s like we’re giving back so the children of 
the First Coast are so well taken care of. It’s 
very important.”

To celebrate the board’s golden jubilee this 
year, Albaneze said the women are planning 
additional “little touches of golden things, 
opportunities coming through the next year 
that we don’t usually have. Other ways to raise 
money.”

San Marco resident Kaitlyn Weatherly has 
been a member of the Women’s Board for 

more than five years now. Weatherly grew up 
being an active volunteer with the Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital, where her mother worked, 
so when she relocated to Jacksonville with 
her husband, it was natural for her to volunteer 
with her new local children’s hospital.

“I think every member of a community has 
some responsibility to make that community 
better,” she said. “…Being that role model for 
my kids — you’re figuring out a way that you’re 
helping the community, you’re helping the 
community do better, you’re helping the 
community receive a different level of care 
that’s unique to Jacksonville. We’re setting 
our city apart in the level of care and healthcare 
from what we’ve seen in the past and continuous 
improvements, both on the healthcare and 
technology side of things.” 

Chief Medical Officer of Nemours Children’s 
Health, Jacksonville Dr. Gary Josephson 
offered his congratulations to the Women’s 
Board for their 50 years of service, stating, “…
Their dedication and success in raising 
awareness and funds has enabled Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital and Nemours Children’s 
Health to grow innovative programs and 
provide nationally and internationally rec-
ognized care.  This wonderful work has 
favorably impacted our ability to become 
both a regional influence in the care of 
children and a destination center for many 
complex services that we provide.  We are 
forever grateful for their unwavering hard 
work, dedication, benevolence, and 
stewardship.”

The founding members of the Women’s Board, launched in 1973 (photo from 2012). Since its inception, the Women’s Board has raised more than $34 million for Jacksonville’s Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Photo courtesy 
of the Women’s Board. 

The Women’s Board turns 50

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

 “I’VE MADE SOME REALLY 
WONDERFUL FRIENDS BECAUSE WE 

ALL LOVE THE CHILDREN AND WE LOVE 
WORKING ON THE TWO EVENTS — THE 

FLORIDA FORUM AND THE WINTER 
DESIGN SHOW, IT’S LIKE WE’RE GIVING 
BACK SO THE CHILDREN OF THE FIRST 
COAST ARE SO WELL TAKEN CARE OF. 

IT’S VERY IMPORTANT.” 

—  Robin Albaneze    

“THE WOMEN’S BOARD IS AN 
ORGANIZATION UNLIKE ANYTHING 
I’VE EVER EXPERIENCED PRIOR TO 

ARRIVING AT WOLFSON.”  

—  Michael Aubin

Dan Powers, Realtor 904-386-1478 • www.oldfloridarealtor.com
Three Generation Of Real Estate, Heritage You Can Count On.

Attention Buyers! Learn How To Maximize Your 
Chances of Finding Your Next Home and Getting Your 
Offer Accepted. Go To Our Website or Scan The QR Code.
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It is only fitting that the Jacksonville Historical 
Society (JHS) is headquartered in a historic 
building. 

The JHS offices are located at 314 North 
Palmetto Street in downtown Jacksonville, in 
what was originally St. Luke’s Hospital. Built 
in 1878, the building has since been added 
to the National Register of Historic Places 
and bears a plaque denoting it as such just 
inside the entrance. 

The building later became the offices of 
Congressman Charles Bennett. 

Today, JHS calls the building home. 
The organization has changed drastically 

since its very first meeting at the Carling Hotel 
on May 3, 1929. Its charter membership of 
231 has grown into a full-time staff plus 
volunteers and the organization has solidified 
itself as an integral part of the Jacksonville 
community. 

JHS continues to evolve under the leadership 
of Chief Executive Officer Dr. Alan Bliss, who 
would like to see Jacksonville’s historical 
society expand and take its place as a premiere 
historical and educational facility for the 
community. Inspired by museums and historic 
centers in some of Jacksonville’s peer cities, 
including Tampa Bay and Orlando, Bliss 
co-chaired the first Strategic Planning Project 
when he was on the Board of Directors. 

“This is an older city than Tampa and in 
many ways has a much richer and more 

complicated history,” he said. “We think we 
don’t do enough with that in Jacksonville…
We think that if we really are prepared to live 
up to this city’s role and its ambitions, then 
public history really needs to be a big part of 
the community discourse. That’s what we do.”

In addition to its community outreach and 
educational programming, JHS possesses a 
vast collection of archived materials — a 
collection started by those first charter members 
which continues to grow today with the help 
of material donations from the public. 

“It has a wonderful archive of documents, 
letters, clippings and photos that is the 
greatest collection of Jacksonville historical 
memorabilia in existence,” said Jacksonville 
historian Dr. Wayne Wood. “We’re constantly 
trying to obtain from the public any old 
papers or photos that they have to add to 
this great collection of Jacksonville historical 
documents.”

This growing collection, in part, is what 
inspired the society’s $1.3 million capital 
campaign to renovate the three-story brick 
building adjacent to its headquarters. Bliss 
would like to see the former Florida Casket 
Company factory completely renovated and 
its entire second floor transformed into a “a 
modern, state-of-the-art archive with digital 
processing and preservation work stations, 
room for the staff to spread out, room for our 
research collection to be safely stored and 
professionally catalogued.”

These archived collections are available to 
the public for research purposes and JHS is 
happy to accommodate requests to review 
materials, although it does require community 
members call ahead to specify the topic or 
time period needed so archivists can pull 
relevant materials and assist if necessary.

One of the society’s accomplishments Bliss 
has “taken the most satisfaction from,” however, 
is its bicentennial project.

“This is all coming to a head in the next 
several weeks, but we’ve really been mindful 
of this for the past few years,” he said. “So 
messaging the importance of it, the arrival 
of the bicentennial moment has been part of 
the conversation for some time.”

The celebrations will take place on Saturday, 
June 11 in downtown Jacksonville and will 
include a community festival and fireworks 
display. Jacksonville was founded on June 15, 
1822. 

“In Europe, 200 years is not very old — some 
of the cities go back thousands of years,” Wood 
explained. “In the United States, there’s not 

many cities especially the size of Jacksonville 
that have been around for more than 200 
years. So it’s important for everybody to kind 
of get with it and see how important it is that 
we’ve been around for 200 years.”

At its core, JHS acts as a steward for 
Jacksonville’s legacy, preserving its past and 
sharing its stories with its community to 
strengthen citizenship, Bliss said. 

“Everything is an inheritance and a legacy,” 
he said. “And as you become aware of that, 
you become more aware that the generations 
that come after us — your children and their 
children — they’re gonna stand on the 
shoulders of what we do in this moment…
That’s the value of history and the more you 
know about that, the more you become aware 
of your citizenship role.”

Inheritance and legacy: The stewardship 
of the Jacksonville Historical Society

The historical society’s research library, including city directories dating back to the 1920s, college yearbooks and high school annuals, only 
shows a fraction of the society’s archived collection.

A collection of medical tools pays homage to the building’s origins 
as a hospital and is on display just inside the Historical Society’s 
entrance. 

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

 The Jacksonville Historical Society is headquartered at the Old St. Luke’s Hospital building, built in 1878. 
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AnitaVining.com 
Riverfront to Oceanfront
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1983 San Marco Blvd.,  
Jacksonville, FL

$900,000
9.5 acres in the city! + outbuildings and pond stocked with fish.
Build a family compound or bring your horses!
3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths / 2,806 Sq. Ft. / MLS#1158894 / 630 x 660 (lot dimensions)
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Custom built all brick beauty on acreage! 20 min. drive to downtown Jacksonville
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MomMom is always there for you…

make sure your gift is there 
for her this Mother’s Day!

We’ll pack and ship it for you, 
so you’ll have time to spare!

A lot can change in six years.
What started as a planned unit development (PUD) rezoning 

of the former Deluxe Laundry and Cleaners property at 2216 
Oak St. for a new blues bar and restaurant is no more after 
years of litigation.

The long-boarded-up buildings due to code enforcement 
violations were rezoned by the city in 2016 for a 150-seat 
eatery and bar. That approved rezoning was later appealed 
by a neighborhood group, PROUD, or Positive Riverside 
Optimized Urban Development. 

Last February, the First District Court of Appeals ruled in 
favor of the property owner, Anthony Saleeba, who plans to 
renovate the dilapidated structure, leaving "nothing but four 
walls," for a new restaurant from Ted Stein and J.C. Demetree, 
restauranteurs behind Wonderbird and The Local at the 
beaches and in the Miramar neighborhood.

"We're excited," said Mr. Saleeba on April 25.  He said the 
next steps, now that the zoning is secure, are to move ahead 
with engineering, design and permitting for the renovations, 
which should eliminate a long-standing neighborhood eyesore 
when the project is complete.

The city will have a hand in that process, he said, as the 
historic district where the commercial property is located 
requires a certificate of appropriateness.

"All exterior work in a historic district or to a local landmark 
requires an approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
application. An approved COA is required for such work as 

repairs, alterations, window replacement, additions, new 
construction, demolition and relocation," reads the city's 
Planning and Development Historic Preservation website.

PROUD and some of its supporters are willing to be good 
neighbors and partners in the process as well. They welcome 
redevelopment that could be much less intense than a  blues 
bar with live music late into the evening.

"We held them off for six years," said PROUD supporter 
John Hurtubise. "What we're going to get today is a far better 
product than we would have had six years ago."

He calls Mr. Stein a great friend and Mr. Stein's plan for the 
space may be an Italian restaurant and bar without the live 
entertainment. He said plans have not been finalized but, 

"it's a nice location for a quiet restaurant; no blues bands 
blasting ... I wish them the best."

It appears residents and the developers have grown less at 
odds in recent years.

"We're all tired of fighting a lot of things," said Mr. Hurtubise.
He still thinks the neighborhood's zoning rules need to be 

modified to encourage residential development rather than 
commercial development. 

"I know they keep saying downtown is going to happen but 
I don't see it," Mr. Hurtubise said.

But in terms of what was once dubbed "The Roost" that 
sparked consistent opposition from neighbors, there may be 
some common ground forming.

Mr. Saleeba, the property owner, said litigation can be 
lengthy and given the pandemic, the six-year delay was not 
unexpected. He said he sees the code enforcement issues 
associated with the property as collateral damage from the 
zoning fight.

He admitted there were some "missteps" in the process 
but now a new concept from a "first-class very successful 
restaurant group," referring to SDS Restaurant Group,  gives 
him optimism.  Mr. Stein and Mr. Demetree are the manager 
and treasurer, respectively, of SDS, corporate records show.

"It will be five stars," assured Mr. Saleeba.

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News

Oak Street restaurant zoning fight ends

The storefronts of the old Deluxe Laundry on Oak Street on April 25, 2022.
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Wedding Gown Preservation

Ask about our FREE pick-up 
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delivery!

Happy Mother's Day!
Helping neighborhood Mom’s 
look their best for generations.
We look good when you look good!
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The Cathedral Arts Project (CAP) held its 17th annual 
Spring for the Arts, presented by FIS, on Friday, April 15, 
2022, at Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club. The 
organization’s signature fundraiser raised more than 
$650,000 in support of arts education for children and 
youth in Northeast Florida. 

Since its inception, Spring for the Arts has generated 
more than $7 million for arts education in our community. 
It is a fundraiser that celebrates community engagement 
in support of funding arts education initiatives throughout 
Northeast Florida. 

“The success of this year’s event demonstrated once 
again just how deeply so many throughout the First Coast 
care about CAP’s mission to empower every child’s 
creative spirit,” said Rev. Kimberly L. Hyatt, President & 
CEO of CAP. “This infusion of support will have a lasting 
impact on CAP students, their families and our community 
for years to come.” 

Donor impact 
felt by 
generations 
of art students, 
programming

Guardians of the Arts award recipients Tim and Stephanie Cost with Linda Stein and The Rev. Kimberly Hyatt

Kirk Larsen and Kristine Cherek with Frances and Anthony Jabbour

Cinda Sherman with Darnell Smith 

Brett and Karin Lucas with Linda and Alan Pickert
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Sanctuary on 8th Street has added three new 
members to its Board of Directors to help lead 
the nonprofit. The nonprofit’s core programs 
provide positive, supervised alternatives to fill 
children’s idle time and offer homework 
assistance and computer access.

Bridget McDonald is the owner of Queen 
Bee Events, an event management company 
in Northeast Florida. She has been a member 
of the TEDx Jacksonville team and currently 
volunteers with the St. Johns Riverkeeper.

Steve Rosenbloom grew up on Jacksonville’s 
Westside and was in the 1969 Lee High School 
graduating class.  He had a 30-year career with 
Merrill Lynch in the Jacksonville Beach office. 
Now that he is retired he is looking forward to 
being involved at the Sanctuary again.

Tyler Holder serves as the director of strategic 
communications at High Reason. He's a senior 

marketing communications leader with 
experience in media and public relations, social 
media, and corporate, internal and crisis 
communications. Over the years, Tyler has 
volunteered with organizations such as Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, the National MS Society 
and A&B Transports, a group that transports 
fostered or adopted dogs across states to their 
new owners.

In response to the changing needs of the 
neighborhood, the Presbytery of St. Augustine 
and the former Springfield Presbyterian Church 
started Urban Ministries of Springfield in 1992. 
In 2001, the nonprofit’s name was changed to 
the Sanctuary on 8th Street after it relocated 
to the historic post office building at 120 E. 8th 
Street. The program has grown from a dozen 
to over 100 children in its afterschool and 
summer camp programs.

Sanctuary on 8th Street welcomes new 
board members

STEVE 
ROSENBLOOM BRIDGET MCDONALD TYLER HOLDER

Jacksonville Area Golf Association 
launches Friends of JAGA fundraising

The Jacksonville Area Golf Association 
(JAGA) has introduced its first-ever 
fundraising initiative, called the 
Friends of JAGA. Funds raised will 
meet the association’s administrative 
costs, enhance its programs and allow 
the organization to grow, as well as 
help fund JAGA’s scholarship program, 
according to JAGA President Jeff 
Adams.

“Since its founding in 1954, JAGA 
has made significant contributions 
to the growth and promotion of golf 
while providing financial assistance 
to hundreds of college-bound students 

in northeast Florida,” Adams said. “The 
leadership of JAGA feels very strongly 
that the time is right to be proactive by 

seeking new means of financial support.”
For years, the primary means of funding JAGA operations has been entry fees 

and member club dues.
In announcing the fundraising campaign, Adams honored Fred Seely as the 

first Friend of JAGA. Seely is a three-term president of JAGA in 1983, 2016 and 
2017 and founder of the Underwood Cup.

“I’m happy to become the first person to publicly pledge my support for the 
Friends program,” Seely said. 

A minimum gift of $25 entitles a person to become a Friend of JAGA. Those 
who contribute $100 or more will receive one premium “Coreline” personalized 
Friend of JAGA bag tag for every $100 donated.

Learn more about the program’s focus, how gifts will be used and how to 
become a Friend of JAGA at https://jaxareagolf.org/friends-of-jaga/.

Fred Seely, three-term president of JAGA and founder of 
the Underwood Cup, shows off his membership card as the 
organization’s first FRIEND OF JAGA.
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Professionalism Integrity Experience
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“Jon and his team did a phenomenal job selling our 

Nocatee home and helping us buy a fantastic brick 

Colonial in St Nicholas! That’s the third sale our family 

has had with the Singleton Team, so we’ve told all of our 

friends they’ve got to give them a call!” – Jessie & Alex

Susan Hopkins, Jon Singleton and Katherine Wohlers - Watson Realty Corp.
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Simple ingredients.
True flavor.
An attention to detail that elevates the ordinary.

DINNER • LUNCH • BRUNCH • ON THE GO • COCKTAILS • PRIVATE DINING • CATERING

SAN MARCO SQ. 398.3005 WWW.TAVERNA.RESTAURANT

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty welcomes Kelly Wilson to 
the Metropolitan office with locations in 
Avondale and San Marco. 

“Please join me in welcoming Kelly to the 
Avondale office of Florida Network Realty! 
Kelly is a Jacksonville native with a strong 
entrepreneurial drive, which led her to 
establish a neighborhood-based business 
known as the Community Couriers of 
Jacksonville – a shopping and restaurant 
delivery service that operated from 2013-2021 
in downtown, Riverside, Avondale, Murray 
Hill, and Ortega. In addition to her experience 
as a business owner, Kelly has previous real 
estate experience as well, mainly working in 
property management. Now, as a Realtor, 
she’s eager to share her love of Jacksonville 
and her local’s knowledge of the neighborhoods 
and communities with her clients – to help 
them find a house they can call ‘home.’ I’m 
thrilled she’s joined us, and look forward to 
celebrating her success here with us,” shares 
Josh Cohen, Broker/Manager of the Metropolitan 
office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty with locations in 
Avondale and San Marco.

KELLY WILSON

Kelly Wilson joins 
Berkshire Hathaway

To address the growing need for accessible mental health 
resources, Baptist Health and Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
are collaborating with Crisis Text Line, the nation’s largest 
text-based crisis-intervention service, to ensure mental 
health support is only a text away.

 Crisis Text Line is guided by a vision for an empathetic 
world where no one feels alone. Individuals of all ages 
facing mental health struggles can text LIFE to 741741 to 
connect with a live, trained Crisis Counselor and receive 
confidential support – 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Counselors are trained in active listening, collaborative 
problem solving and safety planning to help texters navigate 
difficult emotions. 

“COVID-19 continues to have countless negative effects 
on the mental health of adults, teens and children, and we 
are committed to finding new, innovative ways to better 
serve our community,” said Terrie Andrews, PhD, vice 
president of Baptist and Wolfson Children’s Behavioral 
Health. “In a focus group with local teens, we found they 
preferred texting for help over calling because it was easier 
to express their feelings. Crisis Text Line is not only an 
accessible option for those in need, but it’s also an 
approachable one, broadening our reach and helping us 
prevent future crises from happening.” 

  Since its launch in 2013, Crisis Text Line reports it has 
answered more than six million texts, with 75% coming 
from those under the age of 25. 

 Adults, teens and kids can also call the Baptist Health 
24-Hour Crisis Hotline or Wolfson Children's Kids & Teens 
Helpline at 904.202.7900 to connect with a trained mental 
health expert and receive emergency telephone support 
and assessment, crisis stabilization information and referral 
to follow-up care, if needed. 

Baptist Health and Wolfson 
Children’s introduce free, 24/7 
Crisis Text Line for all ages
Mental health support is now at your fingertips.

The JDRF One Walk is coming up on Saturday, May 21st and 
will take place at UNF, at the J.B. Coxwell Amphitheatre. Festivities 
begin at 8 a.m., the walk begins at 9 a.m. 

Darnell Smith, Market President of Florida Blue is serving as 
Corporate Chairman of this year’s walk and JDRF staff, board 
members and other sponsors invite families and companies 
from all over Jacksonville to join in the fun in order to have a 
lasting impact on efforts to improve lives and cure type 1 diabetes.  

Pictured at the recent JDRF Walk Kick-Off breakfast were Pam 
Williams of JDRF, Tom Anderson, Vice President, GuideWell, 
Board President JDRF, Brooks Biagini, Market Director JDRF, 
Darnell Smith, Corporate Chair, Gabe Rosario, Youth Ambassador 
and Mark Bennett, Market President for Bank of America. 

The Link to register is: http://walk.jdrf.org/jacksonville2022, 
if there are any questions, call Brooks Biagini, Market Director 
at (904) 386-2851. 

JDRF announces 
corporate chair, date 
for One Walk at UNF
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North Florida Land Trust’s Director 
of Philanthropic Service Lee Anderson 
Louy has been named a Thomas 
Mulkeen Award Winner by the 
University of North Florida. Louy 
received the honor for the doctoral 
dissertation that best exemplifies 
practice-centered inquiry. Her 
dissertation is titled The Role 
Academic Deans Play in Public 
Higher Education Fundraising. 

“We are proud of Lee for this 
wonderful honor and are very lucky 
that she is a leader in our philanthropic 
department,” said Jim McCarthy, 
president of NFLT. “Lee joined us 
in August of last year and has helped 
to expand our donor base. We could 
not do what we do without her 
efforts.”

LEE ANDERSON LOUY

Louv named a 
Thomas Mulkeen 
Award Winner

Here Tomorrow has launched a Match to Reimagine 
Suicide Prevention campaign with the goal of 
raising $4M over the next three years to help expand 
access to mental health services in Northeast 
Florida.

Both the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund and 
the J. Wayne Weaver Fund have pledged to match 
contributions up to $500,000 for a total of $1,000,000. 
Likewise, Here Tomorrow founder Joe Kenney will 
match donations up to $1,000,000. The multi-year 
challenge grant will run through December 31, 2024.

“Lives depend on our mission,” Kenney said.
Founded in January 2021, Here Tomorrow has 

a mission to prevent suicide by building a community 
where mental healthcare is acceptable and accessible. 
The nonprofit organization uses a peer support 
model to offer same-day mental health support 
to those in crisis and is currently serving 529 
community members.

“We aren’t waiting for those most at-risk for 
suicide to come to us and ask for help,” said Hannah 
Hackworth, Here Tomorrow’s Executive Director. 

“We’re collaborating with the suicide hotline, 
community partners, and utilizing search engine 
optimization to identify and engage people before 
it’s too late.”

“Wayne and I are proud to support this new, 
grassroots effort,” said Delores Barr Weaver. “Clearly, 
the community need is great, and we hope many 
people will join in to make the campaign a success.”

If you or someone you love is experiencing 
hopelessness, contact Here Tomorrow at 904-372-
9087 or Hello@HereTomorrow.org. There is no cost 
for the support and follow-up services. For more 
information or to donate, visit HereTomorrow.org.

Duval County teachers 
receive $15,000 awards
Four Duval County Public 
Schools teachers have been 
awarded $15,000 each. The 
University of North Florida 
College of Education and 
Human Services honored the 
teachers with the 2022 Gladys 
Prior Awards for Career 
Teaching Excellence.

Two of the four teach at 
schools in Jacksonville’s 
historic districts — Sara Henry, 
first grade teacher from Ruth 
N. Upson Elementary School 
in Murray Hill and May Hotard, 
world languages teacher from 
Bishop Kenny High School 
in San Marco. Crystal Parker, 
language arts teacher from 
Edward H. White High School 
on the Westside and Meshellia 
Hughes, third grade teacher 
from Andrew A. Robinson 
High School in Springfield also won.

The Gladys Prior Awards for Career Teaching Excellence were established in 1998 
by Gilchrist Berg, founder and president of Water Street Capital, to honor teachers 
with lifelong careers in education. 

Berg has given more than $2 million to honor Jacksonville teachers. The award is 
named after Berg’s fourth grade teacher, Gladys Prior, at Ortega Elementary School.

“I have always wanted to teach,” Hotard said in an interview with News4Jax. “I 
remember starting out teaching and thinking, they’re paying me to do this!”

“I am amazed and overwhelmed and so excited right now,” Henry said to News4Jax. 
“In my heart of hearts, I’m thinking about all of the kids that I’ve taught and just 
thinking about all the things we can do for our school with this giant check!”

Each teacher was surprised in class with their principal and Dr. Diane Yendol-
Hoppey, UNF COEHS dean.

Sara Henry, who teachers first grade at Ruth N. Upson Elementary School in 
Murray Hill, shows off a $15,000 check for winning the Gladys Prior Award.

Here Tomorrow launches 
match campaign
Weavers step up for suicide prevention
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We Have You Covered!

A FREE Workshop Series
for LGBTQ Adults Age Your Way

Understanding and Planning for Your Legal Choices

RSVPs required for this free, password protected workshop. 
Register today at MyElderSource.org/AgeYourWay 

Presented by: Funded by: 

LIVE ZOOM PANEL

May 24 • 11:30 am - 1 pm

This workshop, the first in a series of five different programs, offers vital 
information on understanding and planning for the legal decisions necessary for 
living your best life as an older LGTBQ adult. Experts will discuss how to:

• protect your assets
• honor your end-of-life wishes
• navigate nursing home and housing rights
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Family Promise names 
Friberg as Board Chair

Ellen Friberg of Avondale was named 
the board chair of Family Promise of 
Jacksonville. She has served on the 
board of directors since 2018 and 
previously served as vice president of 
the board. Friberg is retired from the 
Office of Chief Counsel — Internal 
Revenue Service. In her last position 
with the agency, she served as the Area 
Counsel for the Small Business & Self-
Employed Division.

Jackie Van Laningham, also of Avondale, 
serves on the board of directors as the 
recording secretary. She is an attorney 
with Abel Bean Law. She has served on 
the board of directors since 2019.

 

ELLEN FRIBERG

JACKIE VAN LANINGHAM

The 14th annual Subaru Share the Love campaign not only resulted 
in Subaru of Jacksonville’s largest donation yet to Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, but also the largest charitable gift of all Subaru dealerships 
this year nationwide. Leaders from Wolfson Children’s accepted a 
$157,889.47 check from Subaru of Jacksonville’s owners Thursday.

The donation will help fund care and advanced technology to treat 
critically ill and injured children at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
along with child passenger safety education through THE PLAYERS 
Center for Child Health at Wolfson Children’s.

During this year’s campaign, Subaru donated $250 for every new 
vehicle purchased or leased from Subaru of Jacksonville between 
November 18, 2021, and January 3, 2022. Customers could choose 
from four national charities for the $250 donation – including ASPCA, 
Make a Wish Foundation, Meals on Wheels and the National Park 
Foundation – or Subaru of Jacksonville’s hometown charity, Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital. Subaru of Jacksonville matched every $250 
donation, plus more, regardless of the charity chosen by the customer, 

with all matching funds benefitting Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
Additionally, Subaru of America and Subaru of Jacksonville donated 
$2 and $3, respectively, to Wolfson Children’s for every Subaru oil 
change at the dealership during the campaign.

Subaru of Jacksonville was the first corporate partner to support 
trauma services at Wolfson Children’s and established the “Subaru 
of Jacksonville Porter Family Trauma Services Endowment,” creating 
a legacy of support for generations to come. To date, Subaru of 
Jacksonville has donated $1.3 million to Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 

“With every passing year of this partnership, we feel more and 
more fortunate to be in a position to make these donations,” said 
Phil Porter, owner of Subaru of Jacksonville. “We haven’t always 
been able to make a donation like this, but the growth and success 
of the Subaru brand has truly helped us make a huge impact in and 
around our community. We consider it an honor to be able to 
support the hospital and all of the families that are helped each 
and every day.”

Subaru of 
Jacksonville 
tops dealerships 
nationwide 
with $157,889 
gift to Wolfson 
Children’s 
Hospital
Donation from annual Share 
the Love campaign helps fund 
children’s trauma and injury 
prevention programs Phil Porter, Owner of Subaru of Jacksonville and Michael Aubin, Hospital President, Wolfson Children’s Hospital and Chief Philanthropy 

Officer, Baptist Health Foundation

Aesthetic Wave
EMSCULPT
904-270-9471 • 2257 Oak Street 
conveniently located in Riverside
aestheticwavesjax@gmail.com
www.AestheticWavesJax.com
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Emsculpt Neo is a non-invasive body contouring 
treatment that builds muscle and sculpts the body. 
The machine is approved to use on those seemingly 
immune-to-exercise spots, including the buttocks, 
thighs, arms, and legs.

By using high-intensity focused electromagnetic 
technology (HIFEM), Emsculpt deeply and 
intensely stimulates the muscles, to “allow you 
to achieve fitness goals that otherwise remain 
hard to achieve, that when used, it triggers 20,000 
muscle contractions in the targeted area in just one 
30-minute session, essentially tricking your body 
into thinking you just did 20,000 crunches or squats 
to tone and strengthen the area. 

EmSculpt is pain-free with zero down time. And 
the best part? There aren’t any known side effects of 
Emsculpt, (like a known side effect of CoolSculpting 
called PAH) so you can try the treatment worry and 
pain free.

Eduardo Balbona received his M.D. from the Medical College of 
Georgia and completed specialty training in internal medicine 
at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. 
Balbona has served as a Naval Officer and Physician at the U.S. 
Capitol providing medical care to the Representatives, Senators 
and Supreme Court Justices. 

Want a Body Contouring Treatment that is 
non-invasive, builds muscle and burns fat — 
without needing to step foot in a gym?

EMSCULPT ne
o

Call for your free consultation

Taylor Cox  
Director of Aesthetics
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CLAYEYE.COM |  NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CARING FOR PATIENTS OF ALL AGES
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EYE APPOINTMENT  
TODAY!  

904-272-2020

Riverside
St. Vincent’s Hospital,  

DePaul Building, Suite 120
Orange Park

2023 Professional Center Dr.

*Fleming Island
1855 East West Pkwy.

(*new location)

Mandarin
11790 San Jose Blvd.

Middleburg
1658 St. Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

When Dr. Gary Josephson agreed to speak at 
his undergraduate alma mater’s commencement 
ceremony, he never imagined writing his 
speech would lead to writing a book.

Humbled but surprised by the invite, 
Josephson recalled asking why he’d been 
selected.

Among other things, the university cited 
his “caring for children regardless of their 
financial capabilities, regardless of any 
background they may come from…They said, 

‘We decided we would like to have you. We 
think you can motivate and inspire the 
graduating class.’”

As he brainstormed speech topics, his wife 
suggested he discuss his seven principles — 
foundational principles he’d identified over 
the years and by which he led his life and 
pursued his career. So he did.

“After my address, a number of people came 
up to me — students and parents — and said 
they wanted to know more; they wanted to 
understand more about my principles. So 
when I returned home, I looked at my wife 
and I said, ‘I think I gotta write a book so I 
can share with more people.’”

For the next six years, in his free time, 
Josephson began committing these seven 
principles to paper and expanding them into 
a full-length book.

The result was “Ordinary to Extraordinary: 
Seven Principles for Life Success” — a self-
help book “for newly launched boomerang 
and early career seekers (and their parents) 
who intend to transform their ordinary 
livelihood into extraordinary lifelong  
success.” 

The e-book is now available for purchase. 
The paperback is set to release on Aug. 9. 
Josephson recently received advance copies 

of his book and was able to actually hold it 
in his hands for the first time. 

“It was pretty incredible and it’s really amazing 
to actually see the finished product,” he said.

Josephson believes these seven principles 
— attitude, knowledge and wisdom, 
relationships and community, sustainable 
wealth, spiritual core, healthy living and 
the art of giving — are “evergreen principles” 
that, when laid as a foundation for a person’s 
life, will lead “to success no matter which 
career or what aspirations you have.”

While Josephson does include some stories 
from his own life and upbringing, he envisioned 
and created this as a self-help book rather 
than an autobiography. As such, it features 
short essays about each principle, followed 
by “Matters of Fact” backed by research (with 
sources are cited at the end of the book) and 
tips on how to master each one.

Along with the book, Josephson has also 
launched the “O2E (Ordinary to Extraordinary) 
4 Life Success” website, which will feature 
supplemental information pertaining to his 
principles. The most recent blog post discussing 
the first principle — attitude — underscored 
the importance of a positive attitude and 
different ways to alleviate stress.

“With the COVID pandemic increasing the 
rates of anxiety and depression globally, 
finding a simple way to alleviate stress and 
worry is essential,” the blog post read. “Using 
positive mental imagery techniques has shown 
to improve anxiety.”

Josephson is the chief medical officer for 
Nemours Children’s Health, Jacksonville. 

“Ordinary to Extraordinary: Seven Principles 
for Life Success” is available for pre-order 
at O2E4life.com and most major online 
retailers.

Pediatric physician pens book, 
shares principles for success

Dr. Gary Josephson holds his advance copies of “Ordinary to Extraordinary: Seven Principles for Life Success. Photo courtesy of Dr. Gary 
Josephson.

While the e-book of “Ordinary to Extraordinary” is available now for 
purchase, the paperback is set to release on Aug. 9. Photo courtesy 
of Dr. Gary Josephson.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News
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Charity arm of Coldwell 
Banker impacts 
merchant association

The charitable works of the local Avondale Coldwell Banker office operations, CBV Cares, 
donated $750 to the Historic Avondale Merchants Association, March 8, during a check 
presentation. Presenting the check were Robert Van Cleve with Christina Jenkins, Chris 
Dickson, Bronwyn Benoit, Wade Griffin, Erica Davis, Nancy Cusimano and Glenn Guiler.

The collective of local agents at the Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty office in Avondale 
sponsored the Small Business Saturday event through the Historic Avondale Merchants 
Association, a local non-profit, to help deliver awareness for the need of small business 
and merchant success. 

The Historic Avondale Merchants Association puts on popular events throughout the 
year, including Music in Avondale and Christmas in Avondale. The merchants also 
support beautification of the St. Johns Avenue corridor surrounding the Historic Shoppes 
of Avondale.

NORVILLE REALTY SELLS NORTHEAST FLORIDA!

CATHLEEN  
LEE

904.505.3468

VICKI 
FLANNERY

904.334.2008

CHRISTINE 
ALLMAND

904.537.1236

SCOTT
FORTENBERRY
904.309.3564

WINFIELD 
 DUSS

904.710.7948

LEE  
NORVILLE

904.707.3030

LISA ANTHONY 
TUCKER

904.868.6056

DAVID
TAYLOR

904.424.3946

SHEFFIELD  
SLIER 

904.525.0816

TOY 
SCOTT

904.699.4621

ELLEN
WILSON

904.445.1846

LINDA
SHEPHERD

904.955.0442

BILL 
SHEFFIELD

904.445.8340

LEE
GUDAL DAVIS
904.608.6881

CONGRATS TO OUR  CONGRATS TO OUR  
SALES LEADER!SALES LEADER!

NORVILLEREALTY.COM
(904) 388-4400 

5335 ORTEGA BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL

Proudly serving  
homeowners in NE  

Florida for over 35 years.  

RESPECTED, 
EXPERIENCED, 

PROFESSIONAL. 
 

904.465.4987  |  William.Milne@myccmortgage.com

NMLS ID #648915

William Milne 
Senior Loan Officer

Contact me to learn  
more about home 
financing solutions.

Stunning 4BR/3.5 BA condominium, 3,250SF  
and breathtaking river views!

VILLARIVA • $1,475,000

 WINFIELD DUSS: 904.710.7948

SOLD

3BR/2.5BA 2,256SF & 3BR/2.5BA 1,946SF condos, 
both with panoramic river views!

ORTEGA YACHT CLUB • $650,000 & $532,500

BILL SHEFFIELD:  904.445.8340

SOLD

Unique, lakefront Art-Deco triplex with  
4,655SF in the heart of San Marco!

1815 LARGO ROAD • $1,100,000

LEE GUDAL DAVIS:  904.608.6881

SOLD

Stately 3BR/3.5BA 3,147SF all brick home ½ block 
from John Stockton Elementary!

ORTEGA FOREST • $579,310

LEE NORVILLE:  904.707.3030

SOLD

Exquisite, updated 5 BR custom home  
w/ 3 car garage, and amenities galore!

JULINGTON CREEK PLANTATION • $698,000

ELLEN WILSON:  904.445.1846

SOLD

2BR/2BA condo at the Club Continental  
with gorgeous river views & huge balcony!

CONTINENTAL PALACE • $394,500

VICKI FLANNERY (selling agent) 904.334.2008

SOLD

Room with a View Interiors is the answer 
for those who wish to transform their living 
spaces with elevated design where functionality 
blends with superior aesthetics.

Owner Cathie Clark is devoted to merging 
her clients’ vision for their living spaces — from 
several rooms to a new custom build — with 
the inspiration she draws from the world 
around her to create designs that uplift both 
the room’s motif and one’s mood upon entering 
it. 

“It started with just realizing how your 
environment impacted your mood,” she said. 
“I’ve always felt like having a functional and 
aesthetically pleasing interior has a great 
impact on your well-being and your state of 
mind.”

Clark works extensively with each of her 
clients when they begin a new project to get 
a better feel for their lifestyle — do they en-
tertain a lot? Do they like to cook? Are they 

casual or more formal? — and their space 
planning needs while also forging a design 
path based on the aesthetics her clients like. 

“…A lot of clients will show me a Pinterest 
board or a Houzz file they’ve made,” she ex-
plained. I try to see the commonality in that 
and then see how I can upgrade that look to 
give them the best version of what they’ve 
tried to explain to me.”

On May 28, Room with a View will open 
its first retail location in the heart of Avondale. 
Located at 3655 St. Johns Ave., this showroom 
will be a new facet of Clark’s business and will 
feature unique and intriguing furniture pieces 
and accessories for purchase. 

“I’m exposed to so many cool things and I 
thought, ‘I’d love to be able to have a space 
where I can purchase some of those and make 
those available to the public, things they might 
not normally come across.’ I’m excited to see 
how that goes,” Clark said.

Local Interior Designer 
Opens Avondale Showroom

3655 St. Johns Ave., 

Avondale, Shops at Avondale 

904-300-3779

www.roomwithaviewinteriors.com

cathie@roomwithaviewinteriors.com

@roomwithaviewinteriors



24  |   R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T    |    M A Y  2 0 2 2

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
A FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS SINCE 1972

MasterClean
WE ARE THE CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY EXPERTS

(904) 388-5330
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm

mastercleanenterprises.com

We Clean 
Carpets,  

Area Rugs, 
Upholstery  

& Draperies

• Residential
• Commercial

• Routine
• Fabric Protection

Great renters rates 
for any budget.

Protect your stuff at a surprisingly great rate.  
Call me for a quote today.
 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants subject 
to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL 

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

2101567

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave
Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206
spiritof1922.com

After play was suspended for two years because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Pajcic’s Yard Golf returned 
this year on April 3rd. The event benefits Jacksonville 
Area Legal Aid (JALA), which assists those in need 
with civil legal issues.

The highlight of the normally annual event is a 
$6,000 prize to anyone getting a hole-in-one on the 
event’s “island green.” Michael McCaffrey was the 
lone winner this year. 

Former pro-golfer Mark McCumber was closest to 
the pin during the celebrity shoot-out. He chose to 
donate his $6,000 winnings to JALA. Former Jaguar 
and Florida State Seminole great Greg Jones was the 
closest to the pin among the Jaguar entourage and 
will be choosing his favorite charity to make a donation.

From its start a decade ago at the Avondale home 
of Steve and the late Anne Pajcic, the Pajcic’s Yard 
Golf event has evolved into an 18-hole course that 
now includes the home of Katy DeBriere and Michael 
Pajcic. The Pajcics match all sponsorships and 
contributions dollar for dollar to benefit JALA.

Event organizers predict total donations to JALA of 
more than $100,000 from this year’s event.

Pajcic’s Yard Golf 
event returns, benefits 
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid

Pro golfer Mark McCumber with Legal Aid (JALA) President and CEO Jim 
Kowalski, Steve Pajcic and Michael Pajcic

Michael Pajcic gives Michael McCaffrey his $6,000 for the hole-in-one.

Jax Prism hosted it inaugural debut to the community on March 17 at Estrella Cocina in partnership 
with Vystar and Petra. The event provided the new nonprofit with the opportunity to make more 
people aware of its mission and plans for the LGBTQIA+ community. Donations will fund programming 
and resources, as well as enable Jax Prism to open in a physical location this coming summer. 

“The vision is to provide services and programming aiming to enrich, educate and uplift the 
LGBTQIA+ community. We believe in the growth and development of every individual and strive to 
offer support and resources focused on mental, sexual, trans and senior health,” said Corey Brown, 
president of Jax Prism’s board of directors.

Jax Prism was founded this year under the direction of Mateo Rogers. Kyle Stuard, operations 
director, will work directly with Rogers. Board members include Brown; Ryan Howard, vice president; 
Angel Santiago, secretary; Travis Guthrie, treasurer; and board members Dr. Tim Howard, Ray Berndt, 
Joann Huot, Tonee Jones and Manny Velasquez. 

Jax Prism holds inaugural donor event

Ellen Wiss and Corey Brown, Jax Prism board president, visit with Cindy 
Watson, CEO of JASMYN

Tonee Jones, board member; Kyle Stuard, operations director; Ryan Howard, board vice president; Corey Brown, board president; Mateo Rogers, 
founder and executive director; Brian Wolfberg, president/CEO, Vystar, which was the event sponsor; Angel Santiago, board secretary; Manny 
Velasquez, board member; and Joann Huot, board member

Guests enjoy Jax Prism’s inaugural event at Estrella Cocina

Celebrity golfers Daniel Thomas, Kevin Hardy, Shaq Quarterman, Jay Tuefele, Artis Gilmore, Davon Hamilton, Greg Jones with Steve Pajcic (fourth from 
left) and Michael Pajcic (far right)
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NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
JOSH COHEN 
Managing Broker

904-422-2031   
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005

• Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!
•  Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
•  Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
•  Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant
(904) 610-3356
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Buying a home?
Contact me to discuss your 

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS# 
75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @ 
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

901 W KING ST • $1,290,000
1.55 Acres of Vacant Land

1801 WOODMERE DR • $1,175,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 2,145 Sq Ft

1136 MCKINLAY CT • $295,000
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,334 Sq Ft

4774 APACHE AVE • $930,000
4 Bed / 4 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath / 4,575 Sq Ft

3744 GLENCOVE AVE • $406,000
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,399 Sq Ft

2787 FORBES ST • $485,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,098 Sq Ft

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

904-710-1550

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

904-699-4503

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

904-923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

904-210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

904-910-2782

Kimberly Waterhouse
REALTOR®

904-742-8889

Heather Creel 
REALTOR®

904-631-4800

Shannon Gullion 
REALTOR®

904-686-4312

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

904-477-0219

Paula Sheldrick 
REALTOR®

720-475-0416

Clay Hall 
REALTOR®

904-729-5363

Linda Ohlrich 
REALTOR®

904-449-9257

Jim VanSoest 
REALTOR®

904-713-7000

The O’Steen Group 
REALTOR®

904-465-1706

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

904-755-1911

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®

904-304-5458

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

954-805-0428

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

904-509-0587

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

904-655-8232

Anne Marie McGowan 
Corpora – REALTOR®

904-759-1647

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

904-923-1511

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

904-333-3883

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

904-707-6548 

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

904-962-5479

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

904-903-8993

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

904-616-6425 / 616-6523

Genni Jett
REALTOR®

904-802-0820

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

904-705-6464

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

904-534-7253 / 233-5533

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Heather Riley
REALTOR®

904-993-4483

Jane Owen
REALTOR®

904-502-1406

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®

904-445-8170

4732 ALGONQUIN AVE • $875,000
4 Bed / 4 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,220 Sq Ft

4141 ROBIN HOOD RD • $450,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,682 Sq Ft

3451 RANDALL ST • $475,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,932 Sq Ft

1247 RENSSELAER AVE • $365,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,575 Sq Ft

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5046 ORTEGA COVE CIR • $1,150,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,152 Sq Ft

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

1456 EDGEWOOD CIR S • $750,000
3 Bed / 3 Bath / 2,254 Sq Ft

UNDER CONTRACT

“A Home is one of the most important assets that most people will ever buy. Homes are also where 
memories are made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”

- Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
HOMESERVICES ON
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Mitch Owens with Women’s Board Executive Director, Sally Parsons, Women’s Board 
President, Robin Albaneze, Mark Biegler and Dave Albaneze Pam and Len Trapane

Michael A. Mayo, DHA, FACHE, president and CEO of Baptist Health raised a toast with the crowd of donors, staff and special guests

Scott Wooten with Grace Sarber Joanna Licherdell with Juliette Allen, Cindy Hamilton and Wesley Roberts

First Coast YMCA President and CEO Eric Mann opened the gala.

Baptist Health Board of Directors Chair Joe Louis Barrow Jr., First 
Coast YMCA Metropolitan Board member Pam Smith, Florida 
Blue Market President Darnell Smith, First Coast YMCA President 
and CEO Eric Mann gather to celebrate the organization’s 
achievements and impacts in the community.

Hugh Greene accepts the W.W. “Bill” Gay Community Impact Award.

Winston Family YMCA VP of Operations Tim Burrows and board 
members Emily Vurnakes, Michael Biagini, Advisory Board Chair 
Katie Cox, Dr. Jerome Tuitt and Danielle Carter celebrate the 
organization’s achievements.

The Winston Family YMCA hosted its annual Giving 
Tree Gala on March 26 to recognize Hugh Greene, 
honoree and recipient of the W.W. “Bill” Gay Community 
Impact Award. The event remembers and celebrates 
contributions of Gay and the nonprofit’s donors.

Greene, who served as president and CEO of Baptist 
Health for nearly two decades, was honored for his 
longstanding dedication, involvement and philanthropic 
efforts toward building a stronger community healthcare 
system.

“Hugh’s servant leadership and dedication to care 
for others are a few of the many reasons he was 
selected as this year’s recipient,” said Tim Burrows, 
district executive director of the Winston and Brooks 
Family YMCAs.

Greene’s initiatives included developing a program 
for the working uninsured, improving access to 
healthcare for the homeless, creating an endowment 
with the Baptist Health Foundation to support behavioral 
health services and advocating for human rights and 
LGBTQ youth. Gay and Greene are members of OneJax’s 
Circle of Honor, and both served as annual humanitarian 
dinner chairs in 1983 and 2018, respectively. 

YMCA Giving Tree 
Gala honors Hugh 
Greene with 2022 
Community Impact 

W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractor leadership guest Debbie Croft, guest Leah 
Cropham and President and CEO Paul Jones (far right) present Greene with 
the W.W. “Bill” Gay Community Impact Award.



With its five floors of dedicated intensive 
care for the region’s children, the Borowy 
Family Children’s Critical Care Tower was 
officially opened, April 4. The following 
evening, the patrons opening welcomed 
guests from across the region, as the 
area’s top donors and their families were 
present to raise a toast to progress, 
innovation and robust support.

 The top brass of Baptist Health and 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital brought 
guests together to enjoy an evening of 
education, camaraderie and celebration; 
one that illustrated recognition and deep 
appreciation for aiding the hospital 
system as it accomplished its goals. Along 
with the show of gratitude for the Borowy 
Family’s lead gift, other donors and 
benefactors were also hailed for their 
generosity. Thom Borowy shared a touching 
story about his children’s goal to double 
his original gift, “…it was the proudest 
moment of my life,” he said, as he held 
back tears while looking out over the 
crowd. Knowing his children were giving 
from their own inheritance to impact the 
quality of health care of complete strangers 
was overwhelming for the father, 
grandfather  and accompl ished 
businessman.

Following building tours and remarks 
by hospital leadership, a celebratory 
toast followed; the evening came to a 
close as guests were treated to “Reflections 
of Hope,” a visual experience on the 
exterior of the new tower, designed by 
Jacksonville-based content production 
company, Castano Group. 

Big night for 
Borowy Family, 
children’s health 
in the region
Baptist Health, Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital 
celebrate donors
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Tirzah Hoffmann with Carol Gilham

Daley Katrina and Bevan Husein Cumber with Megan and Reggie Hayward

John Linge with Darnel Smith and Doug Baer

Michael and Jennifer Mayo

Jacci Easterling with Doug Baer and Kathy Barbour

Mike Perfeito with Elizabeth Escobedo

The American Heart Association’s 2022 First Coast Heart Ball held on April 2 at 
the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort and Spa raised $290,288 to support live-saving 
research, education and raising awareness for cardiovascular diseases and 
stroke, America’s number one and number five killers. More than 400 guests and 
64 corporate businesses supported the event.

Guests sipped champagne and mingled before the program emceed by J.P. 
Shadrick, the voice of the Jacksonville Jaguars. Shadrick also recognized Life is 
Why sponsors Florida Blue and Baptist Health, for their support of AHA.

Amber Wilson, American Heart Association First Coast market executive 
director, shared the mission of the AHA. Chuck Divita, executive vice president, 
Commercial Markets, Florida Blue Guidewell, and Michel Divita, co-chairs of the 
event, introduced Open Your Heart honoree Eric Salter and his family. 

Eric Salter and his wife, Madelen, who live in Ponte Vedra, spoke of their 
experience after the featured video played. Salter, an avid runner who focused 
on fitness, suffered from life-threatening aortic dissection on his 11-year-old 
daughter’s birthday. He underwent 18 hours of surgery to receive an artificial 
heart valve and spent months in rehabilitation.

Attendees offered a standing ovation in appreciation of the Salter family. During 
the last paddle standing auction, a Florida Keys trip was donated to the family.

The program was followed by a live auction featuring packages such as trips 
to Montana, Jacksonville Jaguar extravaganza ticket packages, a Kentucky 
bourbon tour and a private Ocean Reef Club trip in Key Largo, Florida. 

The entire 2022 fundraising campaign raised $1.6 million, making the campaign 
the most successful to date for the American Heart Association on the First Coast.

First Coast Heart Ball raises nearly 
$300,000, most funds ever raised

Stephen Busselberg with Albert Holt, Lacy and David Threatt

Christi Lefebvre with Eldin Kadiric, Haley Sofiane and Jim Johnson Tee Ambrose with Donna Schneider, Tawnjai and Ben Grospe
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The Law Firm Of Pajcic & Pajcic 
Would Like To Thank The 

Generous Sponsors Who Made
The Yard Golf Fundraiser For 

Jacksonville Area Legal Aid 
A Smashing Success. 

YARD COURSE 
SPONSOR
Southern Oak 

Insurance

BACK NINE 
SPONSOR
Morgan and 

Morgan

D O C K
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Delta 
Mediations

ISLAND GREEN 
SPONSOR

Sallyn Pajcic in 
Memory of Gary Pajcic
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Bedell Firm
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Merrill Lynch: The Pajcic Group
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Milton Leach

Orender Law

Best Version Media

Right Path Behavioral Health Services 

Rogers Towers

Sabal Landscape Solutions

Spohrer Dodd Law

Terrell Hogan

Threshold Discovery 

Tom Slater, Pajcic & Pajcic 
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One of Jacksonville’s best kept secrets 
for discount furniture & more!

6612 SAN JUAN AVENUE  |  HOURS: TUE-SAT 9-5:30  |  904.786.5424  |  VIKTORSPAYLESS.COM

This Mother ’s Day…This Mother ’s Day…
give her LEATHER instead of  

chocolate, it lasts longer!
Come see our HUGE selection at…

www.TouchtonPlumbing.com  |  (904) 389-9299  |  416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254

NOW HIRING!NOW HIRING!

Residential & Commercial    
24 Hour Service  .  Free Estimates

Northeast Florida 
Plumbing Experts

STATE CERT. #CFC056489

Emergency
www.emergencyhvacjax.comwww.emergencyhvacjax.com

Emergency 
Heating and Air ConditioningHeating and Air Conditioning

CAC1817802

904.376.5013904.376.5013

     FREE   
Second Opinions!

     Let us EARN  
your trust

Stonewall Sports league reports successful first year

Stonewall Sports league launched in April 
2021 with kickball. In the year since then, the 
league has had more than 400 registered 
participants per kickball season and is now 
entering its fourth season of the sport. In 
January, the league hosted a one-day kickball 
tournament with 130 players. Bowling was 
introduced in Winter 2021, and the Spring 
season features an eight-week Yoga Club.

“At Stonewall Sports Jax we believe anyone 
can play and have an incredible time doing 
it. Our first year was filled with love, fun, and 
new friendships that have created a supportive 
and ever growing LGBTQIA+ community 
unlike anything we have ever seen in Jax,” said 
Mateo Rogers, founder/commissioner of 

Stonewall Sports. “As we charge into our 
second year and continue to expand our sports 
offerings, we are doubling down on our mission 
for inclusivity no matter one's race, sexuality, 
gender expression, age, or physical ability. 
Any adult with an open mind and an open 
heart is welcome to join us.”

In the past year, the Jacksonville chapter 
has raised and donated more than $50,000 to 
local charities through community outreach, 
fundraising and special events. Beneficiaries 
include JASMYN, Overflow Health Alliance, 
The Lotus Flower Project, Kamala’s Closet, 
The Hubbard House, among others.

Nationally, Stonewall Sports is an LBGTZ 
and Ally community-based, nonprofit sports 
organization. It was founded in 2010 to provide 
an inclusive, low-cost, fun sports league that 
can raise funds for charitable organizations. 
The league is open to all, ages 21+.

Stonewall Sports League kickball

Stonewall Sports League kickball Stonewall Sports League kickball

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

6337 Roosevelt Blvd., Unit 1 • TARGET PLAZA • Next door to Verizon Wireless

NOW SHOWING ALL NOW SHOWING ALL UFCUFC PAY-PER-VIEW FIGHTS! PAY-PER-VIEW FIGHTS!

JacksonvilleJacksonville’’s  s  
Family Sports Bar!!! Family Sports Bar!!! 

Come in and join us for The BEST WINGS IN TOWN!!
Loaded menu with hundred of Loaded menu with hundred of 

items to choose from! items to choose from! 

Come check us out today or view the menu at 
www.Xtreme-Wings.com

Order online or by calling  904-602-WING

FREE
Wings
Buy 10 bonless wings 
get 10 boneless FREE!

Expires 5/31/22
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The annual neighborhood Home Tour, brought to the 
neighborhoods by Riverside Avondale Preservation or RAP, 
was in full swing as it returned to action after a brief hiatus, 
to celebrate its 46th installment. Spring delivers beautiful 
gardens, blooming plants, manicured landscapes, and happy 
residents; due to the mild temps, coupled with sunshine and 
blue skies.

The Twilight Party kicked off the pre-event celebrations 
Thursday, April 7, at the home of Dr. Daniel Kohm and Joey 
Chaplow. The duo played host to the Home Tour Preview, 
sponsored by Watson Realty Corp. the fine Tudor home, 
located at 3338 Riverside Ave. blew away patrons as they 
mixed and mingled around a backyard oasis, complete with 
covered outdoor kitchen and bar, with putting greens and 
artificial turf surfaces. Guests were treated to a fine evening 
of select dining options provided by Biscottis, signature drinks 
from Manifest Distilling, and a wonderful performer, Dylan 
Gerard, who entertained the crowd.

According to Shannon Blankinship, RAP’s executive director, 
the return of the 46th annual Home Tour was a big success. 

“People loved the diversity in properties this year which included 

heartfelt stories from our local churches and renovation 
success from properties large and small,” she wrote. “The 
Law Offices of Anidjar & Levine wooed the community with 
their makeshift Lemon-ade Cafe, and we received dozens of 
compliments about returning one of the most beloved 
community events to our neighborhood,” shared Blankinship. 
More than 1,700 people participated in this year's tour and 
over 150 volunteers helped to make it happen. 

“This gives us tremendous momentum for the second annual 
Garden Tour which features 15 yards, gardens, and park 
spaces,” she continued. “It [Garden Tour ticket] also makes 
for the perfect Mother's Day gift.” 

The Garden Tour, set for May 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will 
feature live music, live art, locally made goods and drinks will 
accompany most gardens on the tour. Local neighborhood 
yards and public spaces will welcome locals and those looking 
for a great time to enjoy the tree canopies, shade and unique 
pockets of renovation and inspiration for gardens, secret 
hideaways and relaxing home oasis’. 

For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit 
riversideavondale.org, or call 904-389-2449 for more details.

RAP Home Tour makes a comeback, 
Garden Tour on the horizon

Matt Tuohy and Ed Walker welcomed guests to the home at 3885 St. Johns Ave.

Lorri Reynolds of Watson Realty welcomed Donna Miller to the cozy, quaint bungalow on 
Challen Ave.

Steve and GiGi Urbanski with Brittany and Matt Wiita Levi and Olivia Williams toured the homes for the day with Kelly and Clint Ross
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For details, visit jax200.org
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free event at
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Your Neighborhood Specialist

Joy Walker  
REALTOR®

904.699.4417  |  JoyWalkerRealtor.com

3627 St. Johns Ave. | 904.388.5005A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

3 bedrooms/3 full bath POOL home with a 2008 detached 2 car garage  
and a 400 sqft finished room over the garage. Faces the 1st park on Edgewood Ave.

1456 Edgewood Cir S • $750,000
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The Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary hosted its signature event, 
The Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon and Silent Auction, on 
April 7 at The Prime Osborn after a two-year hiatus due to COVID. 

Patrons enjoyed a variety of food served by local celebrities 
who were offering their favorite recipes. They were able to mingle 
with local media personalities, sports figures, government officials 
and local business leaders.

The two-and-a-half-hour event also included a Silent Auction, 
which raises thousands of dollars each year for special projects. 
Funds raised from the event remain in the area and benefit the 
different programs of The Salvation Army of Northeast Florida.

The Auxiliary membership includes more than 70 dedicated 
women who work throughout the year to make the fundraising 
event possible. Over the past 35 years, this event has raised over 
more than million dollars, making it the largest fundraiser for 
the Salvation Army of Northeast Florida.

Celebrity Chefs Tasting 
Luncheon and Silent 
Auction raises funds 
for Salvation Army 
programs

Brian Wolfburg and Marilyn Carpenter

Jackie Culver and Major Keath Biggers

 Dr. John Avendano and Teresa Della Monia

Lt. Colonel Suzanne Haupt, Major Candice Biggers, Major Keath Biggers, Captain Bernadette Correira and Captain Stephen Correira

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE
MEMORIAL PARK ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

A MEMORIAL
CONCERT & PICNIC

WHEN

WHERE

Monday, May 30, 2022
starts at 6:30 P.M.

Memorial Park
1620 Riverside Ave. 

FREE
CONCERT 

FEATURING

NAVY BAND SOUTHEAST 

LEARN MORE AT
www.memparkjax.org/event

BRING FOLDING CHAIRS OR BLANKETS

C A V I A R  C O L L E C T I O N S

M Y  L A G O S  M Y  WAY
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Enjoy More 
Family Time

Enjoy More 
Family Time

Order your DELICIOUS DISHES & 
DESSERTS now for Mother’s Day, 

Memorial Day, Graduations, Father’s Day  
& even if it’s just a TUESDAY!

TerrysToGo.com
388-1743

4218 St. Johns Ave.

Terry’s 
Kitchen

Fresh, 
Frozen Food...

To Go!
pick up catering
pick up catering

YES! We Do 
CUSTOM DESIGN!

Learn more about our custom jewelry services, like updating 
inherited family jewelry or custom engagement ring design, at 

HARBYJEWELERS.COM

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

Download 
the St. John’s 
Cathedral App

Listen to morning devotions, 
sermons, the Sunday livestream, 

and more on your phone.

CHECK IT OUT!

COME INSIDE!COME INSIDE!

Jacksonville’s urban revitalization is underway 
and gaining momentum. This is evident in 
the growing high rise apartment buildings 
in Brooklyn, Riverside, and Murray Hill; 
restoration of historic landmarks, such as 
Renaissance Revival landmark Cowford 
Chophouse building; and renewed interest 
in connecting communities by pedestrian 
and bike pathways, such as the Emerald Trail 
project. Redevelopment of historic areas, 
such as Riverside, is an intricate balancing 
act that includes preservation of architectural 
heritage of existing significant buildings and 
streets, while encouraging investments in 
new residential construction to support 
population growth. The uniqueness of 
Jacksonville urban core, specifically Riverside, 
is the product of its rich history, geographical 
location, and local policymakers’ vision. To 
better understand the Jacksonville urban 
core’s journey and what lies on its horizon, 
I interviewed Bill Delaney, author of the 
book Secret Jacksonville: A Guide to the 
Weird, Wonderful and Obscure.

QUESTION  
What was your motivation for writing your 
book “Secret Jacksonville?
MR. BILL DELANEY: I was approached by 
my publisher. They do similar books like this 
in other cities. They had been doing them 
in bigger cities and they wanted to start 
branching out into more mid-sized cities.
They had success with another writer who 
had written a different book about Jacksonville 
and it sold well, so they wanted to do one 

on the hidden secrets and local lore. I jumped 
at the chance when they called me because 
that's the kind of thing that I liked to research 
whether I am writing a book or not. It kind 
of gave me an excuse to get out there and 
dig into some of the stories, even things I 
knew already. I asked my friends and colleagues 
for recommendations and some of the time 
my wife and I went out and saw what we 
could find.

JM: What was your research and writing 
process like?
BD:  First I made up a big list of things that 
I wanted to include. I ended up with twice 
as much as I could fit so I had to cut a lot. 
Having such a big list, I was able to triage 
what I wanted to include in the book. It was 
important to me to get things in every section 
of our region to get enough representation 
of northwest Jacksonville and the northside, 
and not just the downtown area and the 
beach. After that, essentially I just picked 
things and tried to get them where they were 
close together. I would do the research and 
get the pictures and spend a couple of days 
researching. Once, I took one weekend and 
I rented an AirBnB out on the Trout River 
and spent the entire weekend writing. The 
research took a year, the writing only took 
about two months.

JM: Why do you think it's important for 
people to learn about the history of their 
community?
BD: When you learn the history of the area 
around you, it gives you a sense of connection 
not only to that specific place, but to other 
places that are like it. It gives you more of a 
background of the people who lived there 
before and the ways that different neighborhoods 

Secret 
Jacksonville: 
A Guide to 
the Weird, 
Wonderful 
and Obscure
An interview with the 
author, Mr. Delaney 

BY JESSICA MALOSH 
Resident Community News

3653 St Johns Ave | Yoga-Den.com | Avondale@Yoga-Den.com | 904.662.0485

Wednesdays 5:30pm 
Bold City Brewery

Yoga Den Avondale 
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BOAT LIFT SPECIAL!BOAT LIFT SPECIAL!$$299299
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grease fittings and replacement of belts for single lift* 
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To learn more, visit: 
www.stemcellsurgeryflorida.com

“Dr. Lewis Obi’s life’s work has 
resulted in his favorite dictum–

If possible, do not operate nor 
medicate your patients; 
better to regenerate with the 
patient’s own stem cells!”

Dr Kenneth EaddyDr Lewis Obi

Healing made 
possible through the 
restorative power of 
YOUR OWN 
STEM CELLS

Call today for your 
complimentary consultation.

Dreamer in the Garden of Healing by Daniel

Stem cells and Platelet Rich Plasma, or PRP, are being offered as safe alternatives for 
joint replacement, pain management and a host of other conditions.

The recent Pandemic has increased requests for non-surgical therapies, but how CAN YOU 
be sure you get verified live stem cells for the most effective therapy? At the Pangenics 
Regenerative Center here in Jacksonville, Dr. Lewis Obi provides the most advanced 
LIVE stem cell therapies and PRP. Dr. Kenneth Eaddy provides the latest image-guided 
injection techniques for spines and peripheral joints. Additionally, Dr Obi’s protocol, 
which is based on the Korean system of Renowned Stem Cell Expert Dr Hee Young Lee, 
features IV stem cells as a side benefit.” 

Pangenics is committed to providing the very latest in stem cell therapies.

INNOVATION through safety, PRIVACY throughout the entire process and RESULTS that deliver.
3599 University Blvd South, Suite 603  |  904.399.0905  |  www.obiplasticsurgery.com  |  www.stemcellsurgeryflorida.com

Artwork by Daniel FRSA – compliments of Obiarts, Inc.
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904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com

www.JanieBoyd.com

8359-8320-8389 Taylor Field Rd  ❖  $599,900
3 parcels w/5.5 acres. Main house has stocked lake w/nice pole  
barn & 2 car garage. Plus 3 mobile homes! Property located at  

the end of the road: peace and quiet awaits; no neighbors!
Call Janie Boyd, Realtor 904-237-9513

grow differently. You learn that even when you 
are in a place that may not on the surface look like 
a unique place, it will have a combination of lots 
of different factors that combine to make it a 
unique place.

JM: What do you think makes Riverside unique? 
BD: Riverside has benefitted from a series of 
development patterns that have made it what it 
is today. It started as a streetcar suburb meaning 
that people could connect to downtown easily 
and live here. It grew through an urban development 
pattern meaning it is very walkable and very 
centered. There are commercial strips that are 
embedded into the neighborhood. It also had the 
good fortune of in the 1950s-60s when a lot of 
people from urban neighborhoods started moving 
into the suburbs during white flight, black flight, 
just general suburbanization, Riverside’s prices 
dropped. Then there was a combination of really 
cool and useful architecture and cheap prices that 
attracted artists, bohemians, musicians, and the 
LGBTQ+ community. That's what makes it such 
a special neighborhood.

JM: What improvements would you like to see in 
Riverside?
BD: I would like to see it be better connected to 
the surrounding neighborhoods and kind of rebuild 

the connection that has been cut off by highways 
and historical development patterns so it can have 
a more seamless connection to Brooklyn, downtown, 
and Murray Hill, Lackawanna, and all the places 
around it. I also think that this area needs more 
housing. They need to do a better job of balancing 
the addition of more housing and the preservation 
of the neighborhood before everybody gets priced 
out.

JM: What do you think contributes to the diversity 
of the architecture in Riverside?
BD:The reason the architecture is the way that it 
is is that it grew up over such a long time in different 
spurts. It primarily grew up over the 1920s. There 
are some houses that are older than that. In the 
1920s, people embraced many different styles. You 
also had a lot of different people interested in 
moving [to Riverside]. The wealthier section was 
closer to the river, there were more middle-class 
sections farther from the river; those were both 
whites-only neighborhoods. The African-
American neighborhoods were farther inland. 
There were a lot of different people, price points, 
interests, and needs. It was before people had 
thought of cookie-cutter houses, so they built 
[houses] to what the standard was at the time for 
a style they liked: craftsman cottages, bungalows, 
quadruplexes, duplexes, and big mansions.

TAQUERIA CINCO
WHERE: 
809 Lomax St, Jacksonville, FL
CUISINE:  
Traditional Mexican street food 
with laid back atmosphere and 
outdoor seating.

PIZZA CAVE
WHERE: 
1018 Park St, Jacksonville, FL
CUISINE: 
Tasty pizza with vegan options. 
Connected to Sun Ray Cinema.

CAROLINA JAX
WHERE: 
2548 Oak St, Jacksonville, FL
CUISINE: 
Quaint location with great 
burgers, fries, and amazing 
barbeque.

JAZZY'S
WHERE: 
1018 Park St, Jacksonville, FL
CUISINE: 
African-American low country 
good. Most locally connected.

RESTAURANT
RECOMMENDATIONS

from Mr. Bill Delaney
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In the fundraising world where the common-
place of silent auctions prevails, Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville, St. Marks Campus has 
managed to compose a creative, colorful 
assemblage that brings the city together 
through the medium of its people.  

A Vision for Art is a multi-day art show that 
curates art from established and emerging 
artists from Jacksonville and beyond. The 
event has successfully raised more than 
$165,000 for the elementary school to date, 
even with a year off during the pandemic. But 
even more importantly than its fundraising 

success is the way the event has focused on 
blending the brushstrokes of the neighboring 
communities.

“This event started with the purpose of 
welcoming members of the Jacksonville 
community and beyond to the St. Mark’s 
Campus, while promoting exceptional artists 
and art education,” said Bebe Alexander, Art 
Instructor, Episcopal School of Jacksonville, 
St. Mark’s Campus and 2022 Art Curator.  

“I am grateful to the many artists who are 
willing to share their talents, while supporting 
our wonderful school.” 

Kevin Calloway, founder of Space 42, who 
helped curate the art for the inaugural show 
in 2019 and participated in the artist selection 
process for 2021, credited Alexander as the 

“heart and soul” of the event, and highlighted 
the special interactions the show affords to 
both artist and buyers. 

“A lot of the artists actually show up,” said 
Calloway. “It’s a one-of-a-kind event where 
you, as a patron, get to come and have a great 
party, look at art, and also meet the artist 
there. There’s a great interaction between the 
art viewer and the artist.”

In the beginning, each of the 40 artists were 
provided a 9’ x 9’ wall, and instructed to bring 
enough art to fill their gallery space. But one 
small pivot by the event team the following 
year yielded them a 36% increase in sales. 

“We learned very early on that we were selling 
work like crazy. So last year, we told them they 
could bring more work to replenish the wall. 
We had a lot more art, which showed, because 
we weren’t even open as many days because 
of Covid,” said Alexander.

The event continues to grow still. The 2022 
A Vision for Art, presented by Joan and Preston 
Haskell, was held in April and showcased an 
impressive 500 carefully curated pieces from 
43 artists, including featured artist Erin Gregory. 
The show also boasted special collaborative 
pieces between the students of each grade 
level and select artists in its “A Future for Art” 
student artist series.

And bringing people together remains the 
focus of the event. 

“I think this even does a really good job of 
making the city smaller and introducing people 
from different neighborhoods to each other, 
and I think that’s a really great part of the 

event,” said Calloway. “In this really crazy way, 
this small little school has broken down 
barriers throughout the city.”

“A Vision for Art would not be possible 
without the professionalism, organization, 
and tireless effort of so many volunteers and 
sponsors who support this event,” said Susan 
Kwartler, Director of Development, Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville, St. Mark’s Campus. “St. 
Mark’s Campus extends its gratitude to everyone 
who has given their time, talent, and dedication 
in helping to make this event a success in so 
many ways.”

2019 Event Chairs - Kelli Chunn, Susan Kwartler, Caroline Pope, Liz Parks, Bebe Alexander, Emily Magevney, Michelle and Kevin Calloway

The Vision Behind A Vision for Art

2021 Event Chairs - Susan Kwartler, Melissa Vogt, Bebe Alexander, 
Caroline Pope, and Kelli Chunn

BY LINDSEY GAST 
Resident Community News

Preston and Joan Haskell, Presenting Sponsors, with The Rev. Adam 
Greene, Head of School, Episcopal School of Jacksonville

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com
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R E S I D E N T I A L  O R  C O M M E R C I A L

CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204     |      TerryVereenPlumbing.net

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be presented 
to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be 
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires May 31, 2022.

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN MAY!

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

GET $25 OFF YOUR SERVICE

We handle Plumbing Emergencies: 

CALL TODAY!
904.384.5661

Cast Iron Replacement    |   Re-Piping   |   Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs   |   Slab Leaks

Clogging your drain  
is your business. 

Unclogging it is ours.

Mary Beth and Greg Woelfel

Drew and Lee Haramis

Nic Mandolini with Anne Brent, Shannon San born and William Stokes

Greg and Beville Anderson

Dan and Suzanne Scheu with Jon and Meg Sacks

Beverly Reilly with Caroline Close Missy Ketchum with Jennifer Donahoo

Billy and Barbara Ketchum with John Ragsdale

Located in the shoppes of Avondale. 3620 St. Johns Ave.

For Pick-up Call 904.388.5688

For Delivery 
order through View Our Menu At SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic  
and Vegan Menu  
Items, made with  
Organic Ingredients!

Open 6 Days a Week
Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 11:00am – 10:00pm

Fri. – Sat.: 11:00am – 11:00pm
Sun.: 12:00noon – 9:00pm

Closed Tuesdays

Memorial Roll  
Smoked eel, real crab, 
cucumber, avocado roll 
wrapped with seared 
tuna, scallions and 
special sauce.

A Vision  
for Art

Patrons  
opening 

celebrated  
April 22, 2022
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nature,” Rossi said. “We also discuss invasive 
species and how they affect Florida’s wildlife 
and environment. It is important to teach why 
we should never release any pet into the wild, 
which happens far too often. Pets released 
into the wild may suffer and die, unable to 
survive on their own, or they can breed and 
cause serious problems for native wildlife and 
the environment.”

A fun ingredient of the Wild Wonders Animal 
Shows is plenty of humor. Most of the animals 
have names: Bernie the bearded dragon lizard, 
Shrek the blue-tongued skink, Rocky the 
savannah monitor, Princess the green iguana, 
Banana Boo the ball python, Boadereck the 
red-tailed boa constrictor, Booger the alligator 
snapping turtle, Booger, Jr., the common 
snapping turtle, Skooter the peninsular cooter 
turtle, Darth Gator the American alligator. The 
unnamed participants include a leopard gecko, 
Brazilian rainbow boa, box turtle and a Mexican 
milk snake. A fourth program called “Warm 
Fuzzies”, features typical pet store animals 
familiar to most children. 

Mike Rossi has been interested in animals 
and wildlife, especially reptiles, since childhood. 
Because his mother was allergic to fur, he 
could never have a furry pet, but he could 
have reptiles. His favorites were turtles and 
when he became a teacher, every class he 
taught had a resident pet turtle. He also formed 
a student zoological society at his schools. 
Rossi’s goal has always been to teach about 
native and exotic animal habits, behavior, care 
and related environmental issues.

In 2002, Rossi started helping a friend present 
educational animal shows. Eventually he took 
over the programs when illness forced his 
friend’s retirement. 2022 is Rossi’s tenth year 
of introducing Northeast Florida children to 
the wonders of animals and nature through 
his fee-based educational programs. He 
presents the shows during weekends, school 
breaks and summers at schools, daycares, 
camps, YMCAs, churches, libraries, parks and 
birthday parties. 

 Rossi has been an elementary teacher since 
1985. He taught science for twenty-seven years 
and more recently has taught language arts 
and math. His Wild Wonders program assistant, 
Stephanie Nelson, is a middle school reading 
teacher.

Rossi regularly rotates his animals so that 
they do not appear in successive programs, to 
avoid any stress. He is fully insured, and 
licensed by the Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission to keep, care for 
and transport the animals. His animals and 
the facilities where they are housed are regularly 
inspected by the USDA.  

No native animals are ever taken from the 
wild, which is illegal. Proceeds from the Wild 

Wonders programs go to care for the animals 
and gas for transportation to events. A portion 
of proceeds is donated in support of local 
Fraternal Order of Police, and the Jacksonville 
Association of Firefighters fundraisers for 
youth summer camps and projects.

There will be four more free Wild Wonders 
Animal Shows offered at Dutton Island Preserve 
on Saturdays at 11 a.m.: May 14 & 28;  June 11 
& 25.

The preserve, part of Jacksonville and Atlantic 
Beach, is located west of Mayport Road. It 
encompasses thirty-eight acres and a forested 
island in San Pablo River Estuary South of the 
St. Johns River. There are nature trails, fishing/
observation pier, canoe/kayak launch, picnic 
areas, pavilions, camping and a free wheelchair 
can be reserved. 

Five Jacksonville libraries will present the 
Wild Wonders Animal Programs free in June 
and July, all at 11:00 a.m.: Wednesday, June 8, 
Main Library; Tuesday, June 28, Highlands 
Regional Library; Wednesday, June 29, Pablo 
Creek Library; Thursday, July 14, Southeast 
Library; Friday, July 15, Charles Webb Library. 

There are other upcoming, free opportunities 
for families to see and learn about wildlife 
and birds at both of Jacksonville’s oceanfront 
parks: Huguenot Memorial Park and Kathryn 
Abbey Hanna Park.  Huguenot Memorial Park 
Naturalist Jolie Friedrich said that a variety of 
birds, dolphins, seabirds, shorebirds, wading 
birds and crabs are usually seen on the natu-
ralist-guided Beach Walks offered at the park. 
The walks are led along portions of the Great 
Florida Birding Trail at Huguenot from 10:00 

– 11:00 a.m. on specific summer Saturdays: 
May 7, June 4, July 9 and August 6.

An excited group of wiggly children of all ages, 
teens and adults, recently gathered on a 
Saturday morning under an outdoor pavilion 
at Dutton Island Preserve to see “Dinosaurs 
Among Us”. The “dinosaurs” were actually their 
modern-day descendants: all kinds of reptiles, 
the stars of a free educational program called 
Wild Wonders Animal Show. The interactive, 
family program will be presented at Dutton 
Island Preserve four more times in May and 
June.  It will also be presented free at several 
public libraries during June and July.

Mike Rossi and his assistant, Stephanie 
Nelson are teachers who want to introduce 
children to nature through safe, supervised 
interaction with live animals. Rossi said that 
one reason he does the programs is because 

WILD WONDERS 
ANIMAL SHOW
Parks & Libraries Offer 
Free Wildlife Programs

ANIMAL HOUSE

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA 
Resident Community News

he knows that some children may otherwise 
never have the chance to see or learn about 
these animals. The educational program with 
a purpose, blends stories and music with 
fascinating facts and information about local 
species of native and invasive reptiles of Florida, 
plus exotic reptiles kept as pets.  

Rossi and Nelson were surrounded by 
multiple sturdy and carefully covered pet 
crates, and mysterious, tightly closed plastic 
containers ranging in size from tiny to large. 
Great care was taken to prevent any accidental 
release of reptiles into the park: an important 
message of the program. 

During the show, specially selected songs 
or movie themes introduced each animal to 
the audience of approximately 130. The music 
offered clever, entertaining clues about each 
animal’s personality or disposition that had 
the audience laughing in anticipation before 
the reptile was even seen. 

The program included a wide variety of turtles, 
snakes, lizards and a baby American alligator. 
As Rossi or Nelson carefully held the reptiles, 
there were opportunities to approach any that 
could be touched or to have a closer look and 
take a photograph. Then, each reptile’s story 
was told, including detailed facts about that 
animal, with time left for audience questions.

“We offer four different animal programs 
that include educational, but fun lessons, lots 
of information about the animals and interactive 
activities. Besides reptiles, other topics cover 
how animals use their important senses of 
smell, sight, hearing and touch to survive in 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month.
“Be Kind to Your Mind.”  

Yoga Nidra for Stress & Mental Health.  

Thursdays May 19 & 26. 

Sign up on our class schedule. 
Solunayogaspa.com/sign-up-yoga-class

904-680-7344  |  solunayogaspa.com  |  2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204

P R E S S  P A U S E 

Jacksonville Parks Naturalist Jolie Friedrich & intern Camryn Middlebrooks with non-venomous corn or red rat snake at 7 Creeks Festival.

Rossi with Shrek, blue-tongued skink
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www.jacksonvillerealestatesuccess.com

2021 Chairman’s Circle Gold
Top 2% of the Network

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

4337 Galileo Avenue
New to the market 4 bed/3bath

Susan Fuller Tuohy 
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The Key to Your New Home!

Happy Thanksgiving
to you and your family!

4641 Apache Ave.
• 5 Bedrooms 
• 4 Bathrooms

• 2 Half Bathrooms
• 3,897 sq. ft.

SOLDSOLD
4732 Algonquin Ave.

• 4 Bedrooms 
• 4 Bathrooms

• 1 Half Bathroom
• 3,220 sq. ft.

SOLDSOLD
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“We welcome the public to join us at Hanna Park on 
specific Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Bring binoculars or a 
telescope, or view the sky through our members’ 
telescopes. We also have member “Telescope Doctors”, 
who are happy to help anyone having a problem with 
their telescope,” Mike Napper said. “We have about 
eighty members and welcome new ones. Our website 

– www.nefas.org -  offers resources, news, astronomy 
for kids, a constellation guide and our calendar with 
free, monthly public observation events.” Napper, 
NEFAS President, is a retired engineer who worked 
on the NASA Space Shuttle Program.

John Viescas, NEFAS Director at Large, said that at 
the group’s remote, dark sky viewing location in the 
Osceola National Forest, they see bear, deer, alligators 
and hear coyotes, owls and whippoorwills, “plus we 
hear some animals we can’t identify in the dark.” 
Napper and Viescas said the dark sky location sessions 
are specifically for members to work on their own 
projects, unlike the public park events. Interested 
individuals can attend by contacting the group for 
instructions. They also hold a monthly meeting at 
FSCJ Kent Campus with a speaker or multimedia 
presentation that is open to the public.

NEFAS is interested in expanding horizons through 
education and space observation to inform people, 
especially youth, about astronomy as an exciting hobby 
that combines space, science and technology. They 
offer free astronomy speaker presentations, or members 
with telescopes for an observation session,  to schools, 
scout troops, non-profits or educational organizations. 
There is a minimum donation for private or commercial 
group presentations. Email info@nefas.org.

Park visitors are advised to dress appropriately for 
the weather and time of day, wear closed-toed shoes, 
bring a hat, camera, binoculars, sunscreen, insect 
repellent and water. There is a $5 fee per vehicle to 
enter the oceanfront parks. A military discount is 
available with a state-issued military identification. 
Inclement weather may force cancellation of outdoor 
programs.

Another naturalist-led Beach Walk is offered on 
Saturday, July 16, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., at Kathryn Abbey 
Hanna Park. A portion of The Great Florida Birding 
Trail also lies within Hanna Park and offers spectacular 
bird-watching. The Great Florida Birding Trail is a 
2,000-mile collection of more than 500 Florida wil-
derness locations. The trail protects important habitats 
to safeguard birds, to promote birdwatching of native 
and migratory birds, and to encourage environmental 
education and ecotourism.

 Hanna Park is the location of another free oppor-
tunity to enjoy the outdoors, to see or hear birds, owls, 
bats, frogs and occasionally wildlife, plus   nighttime 
space and star-gazing. The Northeast Florida Astronomical 
Society (NEFAS), is a group of amateur astronomers 
of all ages whose serious hobby is observing and 
learning about objects in space. The non-profit group 
holds monthly public observation events at the park.

w w w . h i g h t i d e b u r r i t o . c o m

1538 Hendricks Avenue1538 Hendricks Avenue • 683-7396 • 683-7396
Open 7 days a week • Open 7 days a week • Dine-in/Catering AvailableDine-in/Catering Available

(SADLER POINT MARINA)(SADLER POINT MARINA)
4591 Lakeside Dr4591 Lakeside Dr  (next to The Loop)(next to The Loop)

Tuesday  – Sunday 11–9pmTuesday  – Sunday 11–9pm
Full Bar/Patio SeatingFull Bar/Patio Seating

490-8427490-8427

OrtegaOrtega

San  MarcoSan  Marco

WWeellccoommee  ttoo  
HHiigghhttiiddee  BBuurrrriittoo  
OOrrtteeggaa

ACPS SHELTER FULL
Critical Need for Adoptions & Fosters

At press time The Resident Community News staff learned that 
Jacksonville’s Animal Care & Protective Services shelter is completely 
full and in critical need of adopters and fosters. They have approximately 
150 dogs available for immediate adoption, with more added daily. 
ACPS desperately needs the help of our caring community to adopt, 
foster, become a Weekend Warrior (weekend or short-term foster), 
or Adoption Ambassador who fosters and independently promotes 
a homeless pet until its forever home is found.

Please do not attempt to surrender any pet to ACPS without first 
attempting to re-home it by asking neighbors and friends, or post it 
free of charge on www.rescueme.org. Try to find the owner of any 
lost cat or dog by checking for an identification tag or microchip, 
which can be done free at any veterinarian office. Post flyers, post 
on social media and speak to neighbors, because most lost pets live 
within one mile of where they are found, according to ACPS. Try to 
re-home the pet or become its foster if no owner can be found, to 
keep it out of the shelter.

Email Jaxpets@coj.net to  ask isit their website to see adoptable 
pets, how to adopt, foster, volunteer and their Amazon Wish List. Sizes 
large and extra-large Kong toys and Nylabones are always needed 
for the dogs.

ACPS
See adoptable pets: www.coj.net/pets
2020 Forest Street |  (904) 630-2489
Closed Monday
Hours: Tues.-Fri., 12 p.m. – 7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

Stephanie Nelson with boa constrictor at birthday party

2534 Oak Street  
904.356.6856 
seekhairpeace.com 

Why blend in when you can 

STAND OUT 
with  this 

fashion color!
*select stylist only
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Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville
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“Jane was an expert in selling our home. She was able to make an aggressive sales plan to get our house listed and under contract for more “Jane was an expert in selling our home. She was able to make an aggressive sales plan to get our house listed and under contract for more 
than asking in just a weekend. We can’t recommend Jane enough if you are looking for a real estate agent in Jacksonville!” ~Alisha Fliggthan asking in just a weekend. We can’t recommend Jane enough if you are looking for a real estate agent in Jacksonville!” ~Alisha Fligg

THINKING OF SELLING? 
I can help you connect with buyers looking for homes  
in the $1M plus range in Avondale or Ortega, seeking  
4+ br/3+ ba, 4000+ sq. ft.  And buyers looking for  
waterfront in Avondale/Ortega! Contact me today! 

ElderSource, SAGE Present Age Your Way Workshops for LGBTQ Seniors
Five-Part Series Funded by The LGBTQ Fund at the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida

Age Your Way is the name and theme of a new 
five-part series of online workshops beginning 
this month for LGBTQ older adults. The 
educational series, sponsored by the LGBTQ 
Fund at the Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida, is presented by ElderSource 
and SAGE, a national advocacy and services 
group for LGBTQ elders.

The 90-minute workshops will be presented 
live using Zoom online meeting software. 
They are free, but advanced registration is 
required. Each of the five workshops will 

feature a panel of experts who will candidly 
discuss issues that older LGBTQ seniors face, 
along with a 30-minute live question and 
answer period. 

Subject matter experts from organizations 
such as Lambda Legal, Consumer Voice, 
National Center on Elder Abuse and a Florida 
elder law attorney will discuss how to protect 
your assets, honoring your end-of-life wishes, 
and nursing home and housing rights.

For more information and to register, please 
visit MyElderSource.org/AgeYourWay.
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Jacksonville’s River Garden Senior 
Services unveiled the new signage for 
its Nursing Administration Suite, honoring 
local businessman and philanthropist 
Jody Brandenburg alongside his wife 
Janne. The suite, located on River Garden’s 
second floor, is henceforth known as 
the “Janne & Jody Brandenburg and 
Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes and 
Cemeteries Nursing Suite.”

The suite was renamed in 2021 and 
its new sign displayed in its Annual 
Report, released last month.

“It was only fitting to name the Nursing 
Administration Suite in honor of Janne 
and Jody Brandenburg and Hardage-
Giddens Funeral Homes and Cemeteries, 
as they have been devoted supporters 
and friends of River Garden for almost 
30 years,” said River Garden CEO Mauri 
Mizrahi. “Their title sponsorship of the 
River Garden Classic is not only an 
investment in River Garden, but a 
commitment to healthy aging in our 
community. Janne and Jody understand 
the importance of educational training, 
and value the excellence of our clinical 
team. We’re truly grateful for their 
generosity.”

“It’s a treasured tribute and we’re both 
so pleased and honored, but humbled,” 

Jody Brandenburg said. “River Garden 
is such a deserving senior care center 
that we have really promoted and sup-
ported them for many years. They have 
such a diverse campus and there is level 
of senior services for many different 
stations of life.”

Jody Brandenburg is the president of 
the Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes 
and Cemeteries — a group of 11 funeral 
homes and five cemeteries across Duval 
and Clay counties.

Janne Brandenburg has worked in the 
nonprofit field for many years and serves 
on the committee for the River Garden 
Foundation Gala, which will celebrate 
its 30th anniversary this year. Janne has 
volunteered and led many initiatives 
over her years of service to the community 
and currently serves on the River Garden 
Foundation gala committee.

“The people had already committed 
to the gala…and nobody withdrew their 
money,” Janne Brandenburg said. “It’s 
a level of commitment I’ve never seen.”

“The one year that [the events were] 
cancelled probably was our best fundraiser 
because we didn’t have any expenses,” 
Jody Brandenburg added with a laugh.

River Garden Senior Services is a 
nonprofit agency providing various 
nursing and care services for seniors 
within the Jacksonville community, 
ranging from in-patient rehabilitation 
to physical and occupational therapy to 
Alzheimer’s/memory and Parkinson’s 
specialty care. 

Local philanthropists honored in sign unveiling

Nurses stand in front of the new sign for River Garden Senior Services’ Nursing Administration Suite, honoring Jody and Janne Brandenburg and 
Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes and Cemeteries. Photo courtesy of River Garden.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

Jody and Janne Brandenburg

Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside is one of 
the first three U.S. hospitals to enroll patients 
in a trial studying a new medical artificial 
intelligence software to treat cardiac 
arrhythmias. The software, called Volta VX1, 
is designed to help cardiologists identify 
cardiac abnormalities in patients undergoing 
ablation treatment for persistent, drug-
resistant atrial fibrillation (AF).

AF, characterized by an irregular heartbeat, 
can lead to more serious health issues such 
as heart failure and stroke. During AF ablation, 
a specialized cardiologist known as an 
electrophysiologist inserts catheters through 
the blood vessels into the heart to burn or 
freeze the tissue causing abnormal electrical 
signals in the upper chamber, or atrium. The 
procedure creates scarring that restores a 
normal heartbeat.

The VX1 system analyzes electrical signals 
measured during the procedure and identifies 

abnormalities in real-time. The international, 
randomized, controlled TAILORED-AF 
clinical trial will evaluate the outcomes of 
VX1-guided ablation versus standard ablation. 

“This technology has already transformed 
how I treat patients with this type of atrial 
fibrillation,” said Dr. Saumil Oza, cardiologist 
at Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside. “I’ve 
been able to treat patients who have previously 
not been helped by a standard ablation. It 
can also improve outcomes because we can 
precisely pinpoint the optimal ablation 
locations for each patient.” 

One of the hospital’s first trial patients, 
Steven Preiss, age 67, says he’s relieved after 
having the procedure. 

“Now, I can walk around no problem. I’m 
not gasping for breath, my heart’s not racing, 
and it’s really good now,” says Preiss. “I feel 
100 percent better. This experience means 
the world to me.”

Ascension St. Vincent’s is actively recruiting 
patients from across northeast Florida and 
southeast Georgia for the TAILORED-AF 
trial. Potential patients may call (904) 308-
5761 to learn more, see if they qualify and 
schedule an appointment.

Ascension St. 
Vincent’s enrolls 
Atrial Fibrillation 
patients in new 
global clinical trial
BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News
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Dr. Rich Turner has recently been named 
the Dean of the Kent Campus of Florida 
State College at Jacksonville. We sat down 
with Dr. Turner to learn more about him.

Where are you from originally? How 
long have you lived in Jacksonville?
I was born in Vicksburg, Mississippi and 
raised in Jackson. I enlisted in the Navy 
at 19 and spent the next 25 years all over. 
I last served in Hawaii with SEAL Delivery 
Team 1. My wife is a Nassau County girl, 
so when I left the Navy we came back 
here.

When did you become involved at FSCJ? 
I retired from the Navy in 2008 and moved 
back to Florida. A year later I started with 
the college, and I’ve been with the college 
for 13 years. I started as a student experience 
associate in the welcome center, doing 

phone advising. From there I became 
the Assessment and Certification Center 
Manager, then Dean of Enrollment 
Management, Associate Vice President 
of Enrollment Management, Executive 
Director of Academic Operations, and 
Associate Vice President of Academic 
Operations. And now Dean of the campus. 
I’ve been on several different FSCJ 
campuses, but I was excited to come back 
to this one. 

What do you feel are FSCJ’s biggest 
strengths?
What’s neat about this campus is the way 
(the buildings) are set up in a u-shape, 
you can generate a lot of student interaction 
in the courtyard. The campus is nestled 
right in this neighborhood, so in the 
surrounding areas we have great spaces 
to interact with our community members, 
students, and faculty. 

We have lots of big spaces, theaters 
and auditoriums, and I’m hoping we can 
engage the community in meaningful 
ways. Not only inviting them to events, 
but leveraging their expertise to bring 
them in — local artists, business leaders, 
multi-tiered events. 

What is your vision for the campus in 
five years? 
We’re going to demo a Community Speaker 
Series, and in five years I’d love to see two 
or three of those a month. I’d love to put 
together events with lots of layers — like 
an art show in our gallery at the same time 
as a hands-on demonstration in an art 
classroom at the same time as a theatrical 
showing about some aspect of the art. It 
would bring community members, students, 
and faculty together. I’d also love to see 
clubs back up and growing, and vibrant 
academic activities. Honestly, I would 
absolutely love to once again have a parking 
shortage. That’s the goal.  

If you had a friend visiting from out of 
town for one day, what one thing would 
you show them in Jacksonville, and 
where would you take them to lunch? 
I know how this sounds, but it would have 
to be one of our campuses. I just love them. 
For lunch, I would take them to Pine Grove 
Market. Everything there is good. 

How do you feel about the relationship 
between FSCJ and the surrounding 
neighborhoods? Do you have ideas to 
encourage more interaction between 
campus and neighborhood? 
There was something lost when we stopped 
having campus presidents, as far as 
relationships with the community. The 
President of FSCJ, Dr. John Avendano, 
hopes that the campus deans will build 
meaningful engagement with the 
community on a broad scale. I think they 
did away with campus presidents around 
2015, and the closeness of the campus 
and neighborhoods really went down. 

You served 25 years in the Navy before 
transitioning to higher education. What 
habits or philosophies made the 
transition with you?
The Navy was very different. I was coming 
out of an all-male environment, on 
submarines, with very direct communication. 
I came into higher ed, which is a much 
more collegial, more collaborative 
environment. You have to change how 
you communicate. There’s this idea of 
community and collaboration. But I did 
bring all the leadership skills I honed 
during 25 years in the Navy. 

How has Covid-19 impacted your 
students and the campus?
COVID brought drastic changes - it has 
been, absolutely, the biggest single event 
to impact the campus. When I left (Kent 
Campus for a job on another campus), 
it was vibrant. Students would be there 
(in the courtyard) interacting with each 
other, the parking lot was full. There were 
lots of activities and clubs and speaker 
series, business speakers, real-talk events. 
It was a hub of bustling academic activity. 
Students were lined up for advising. We’ve 
had an enrollment decline since Covid, 
starting in the summer of 2020. This 
summer is the first enrollment increase 
since Covid — we’re up 4.5%. Hopefully 
we can keep increasing in the fall as well.

Explain the shift from “community 
college” to “state college.”
The shift happened when we started 
offering bachelor’s degrees (around 2009). 
If there’s a point of failure on the continuum 
of the transition from a community college 
to a state college, it’s that the message 
may have been lost that we’re still the 
community’s college. Part of what I’m 
here for is to remind the community that 
we’re here. At the end of the day we’re 
the community’s college. We’re a high-
value, low-cost, number one option for 
the great majority of our students. We’re 
here to serve their needs.

Favorite Jacksonville sports team?
Truth in advertising: I don’t really like 
sports, except college football, and my 
team is Alabama. My dad took me to 
meet Bear Bryant when I was a kid. I’m 
an SEC fan. If Alabama’s not playing, I’ll 
cheer for the SEC team. But if Alabama’s 
playing…..

Favorite Jacksonville bridge?
I’ll say the Dames Point. It’s big.

with Dr. Rich Turner, 
new Dean of the 
Kent Campus of FSCJ

BY WINDY TAYLOR 
Resident Community News
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Cancer Program

Treating breast cancer takes more than a one-size-fits-all approach. It takes 
a dedicated team of multidisciplinary specialists who can offer personalized 
treatment options for each patient. 

As part of the region’s leading academic health center, UF Health Jacksonville, 
our breast health and cancer physicians have access to the latest research and 
technology. That allows us to provide advanced care tailored to your individual 
needs, including genetic counseling, risk assessment and leading-edge 
diagnostic imaging. If needed, surgical options may include breast salvaging 
and reconstruction, and targeted radiation and proton therapies.

Don’t give breast cancer a chance. If you’ve felt a suspicious lump, or if you’ve 
been diagnosed, see us to consider treatment options.

Visit UFHealthJax.org/cancer to request an appointment and learn why UF 
Health Jacksonville is the only cancer program in the region to have earned 
national accreditation from the Commission on Cancer.
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E-Bikes  starting at  $1549
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2108 BLANDING BLVD, (SR–21)

904.388.0612  
WWW.LAKESHOREBICYCLES.COM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED!

SALES & SERVICE

Mother’s DayMother’s Day

On April 13, an athletic commitment ceremony was 
held in McGehee Auditorium on the San Jose upper 
school campus of Bolls to honor nine Bulldogs, representing 
six different sports, as they signed their letters of intent. 
Family, friends, classmates, coaches, and faculty gathered 
to celebrate the achievements. Athletic Director Matt 
Morris welcomed everyone, and coaches introduced 
their respective athletes as follows:

Boys’ Track & Field
Ryan Anderson, University of Chicago
Jonathan Lorbeer, Charleston Southern University

Girls’ Track & Field
Emily Rohan, Boston College 

Football
Hansen Englert, Wofford College
Myles Johnson, Sewanee: The University of the South 

Girls’ Basketball
Cortney Smith, Ave Maria University

Boys’ Lacrosse
Tanner Furyk, Sewanee: The University of the South

Boys’ Swimming
Louie Body, US Air Force Academy

Volleyball - Shania Espada, LaGrange College

Forty-two student-athletes were honored in prior ceremonies 
this school year, for a total of 51 college athletic commitments 
from Bolles in 2021-22. “Our students work just as hard in 
the classrooms as they do on our athletic fields. Bolles has 
a proud tradition of success in reaching a level of excellence 
through courage, integrity, and compassion. These are life 
lessons in character that will forever be with our students,” 
said Morris.

Nine Bolles Bulldogs sign athletic 
commitments

 Louie Body and Ryan Anderson Myles Johnson and Tanner Furyk

 Jonathan Lorbeer, Emily Rohan, and Shania Espada  Courtney Smith and Hansel Englert

Annie Thornton fell in love with the art of dance at the age of three 
and has loved performing on stage since she was a child. Though 
it started with dance, she found a new love for theatre in high school, 
where she began dreaming of performing on Broadway. 

Annie’s dreams of performing on Broadway began to take shape 
during her junior year at Bishop Kenny. As the school was shut 
down as part of the lockdown protocol in response to COVID-19, 
Annie began a new dream of performing for Disney. Little did she 
know, this dream would come to fruition very soon. 

In July of 2021, Annie began her Disney journey. After several 
rounds of auditions to perform abroad in Paris, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Shang-Hai, and domestic locations in Hollywood and Orlando, 
Annie received an in-person call-back from Tokyo. She shared, “I 
just kept my head down so as not to be distracted by my nerves 
and tendency to compare myself with others. I kept praying that 
whatever God wants will happen.” It was more than a month before 
she heard back, and on December 16 she was invited to join the 
Disney crew as a face-character performer in Tokyo. 

Annie left for Tokyo on Friday, April 1, and will spend the next 
three months in training and rehearsals before beginning her new 
role as a friend of the Disney princesses. She will remain in Tokyo 
for a full year while also completing her college courses at Santa 
Fe College. Annie plans to return home next April in time to watch 
her brother JP graduate from Bishop Kenny before deciding what 
the next leg of her journey will entail.

Thornton heads 
to Disney Tokyo

Revitalize colors, repair torn or missing pieces, produce 

duplicates better than originals, originals never leave our site, 

restoration framing and conservation, new prints last longer 

than originals (tested to resist fading for 300 years)

904.398.7668 | www.DanHarrisPhoto.Art
1124 Riviera Street, Jacksonville, FL 32207

BEFORE AFTER

Photo Restoration & Wedding Album RepairPhoto Restoration & Wedding Album Repair
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904.423.1377 | kids1dentistry.com
4411 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 594 (Ortega Park)

Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Most insurances and care credit accepted

Happy Mother's Day!Happy Mother's Day!

Episcopal fifth grade students had the opportunity to serve as leaders 
on the St. Mark’s Campus by setting up and running “Force Exploration 
Stations” in kindergarten science class today. Kindergarten students 
learned about how the forces of pushes and pulls can make objects 
speed up, slow down, or change direction.

Students participated in water bottle bowling, explored how wind 
pushes objects by blowing through straws to push cotton balls, and 
pulled objects back and forth using a homemade pulley system. They 
also experimented with different tools to move objects and put marbles 
and toy cars on a ramp to knock down blocks.

“Fifth grade and kindergarten students were equally excited about 
this opportunity,” said Brooks Gallagher, fourth and fifth grade math 
and kindergarten science instructor. “It was rewarding to watch 
kindergarten students apply what they have been learning in class to 
real life scenarios. As an added bonus, the stations served as a fun 
refresher before fifth grade students begin their own science unit 
about force.”

ESJ Fifth Grade 
explore Fundamentals 
of Physics

Episcopal’s chapter of the Cum Laude Society inducted 30 new members 
at a special ceremony on Tuesday in the Munnerlyn Center. Cate Sadler 
Anderson ’05, who was inducted into the school’s Cum Laude chapter in 
2004 and now works as a Europe and Asia Policy Analyst for the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, gave remarks to students about how the 
Cum Laude Society’s values of Excellence, Honor, and Justice have served 
her in her career . Founded in 1906 and modeled after Phi Beta Kappa, 
the Cum Laude Society recognizes scholastic achievement in secondary 
schools. To be inducted as a junior, students must be in the top 10% of 
their class and have a GPA of 3.75 or higher. Qualifying seniors must have 
a GPA of 3.5 or higher and be in the top 20% of their class Mike Brozowski, 
the school’s chapter president, recognized current members who were 
inducted last year as juniors and inducted this year’s new members from 
the junior and senior classes. The school’s chapter also inducted science 
teacher Marion Zeiner, who was recognized for her years of scholarship 
and contribution to science research at Episcopal.

 Cum Laude Society inducts new members 

Riverside Presbyterian Day School’s 6th Grade students 
took an adventure to visit the Cummer Museum of 
Art and Gardens for their Language Arts class. During 
their visit to the Cummer, students were instructed 
to walk around the gallery and note which art piece 
they thought was the liveliest, the most thought 
provoking, and the saddest. Students spent time 
discussing why they chose certain pieces and what 
brought out certain thoughts and emotions. Before 
returning to school, each student was instructed to 
take a photo of the art piece that evoked the most 
emotion for them personally. Following their trip to 
the Cummer, the 6th Grade students wrote poems 
about their chosen art pieces and the emotions con-
nected with the art piece they chose. RPDS is grateful 
to be located near abundant local resources like the 
Cummer Museum for the impactful learning experi-
ences and memories for our students.

Students learn the connections between art and emotions
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

MARCO A. CHUA AND JULIA=ELIZABETH MARQUEZ

Early in April the Episcopal rowing team traveled to Sarasota for the FSRA state 
championships and came away with three titles.  Leading the way for the Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville Eagles was Reilly Shapiro '22 — lightweight single overall 
and scholastic state champion; Allie Alton '22 and Bradlie Hicks '23 (varsity 2 boat) 

— second overall and scholastic state champions; and Nathaniel Raineault '25 (junior 
single) — third overall and scholastic state champion.

ESJ  rowing wins 
Scholastic State 
Championship

The St. Paul’s Catholic School-Riverside Ramblers and the Sacred Heart School Jaguars hit the 
softball fields in two scrimmages held on the latter’s campus on Blanding Boulevard. The 
back-to-back games offered the girls’ and boys’ teams from both schools preseason experience 
and promoted positive community partnership.

The two schools belong to different divisions and will not compete with each other during 
the season. “The athletic directors and coaches of each school thought it would be a great 
opportunity to help prepare their teams prior to the season with real game action, especially 
the newer players,” said Casey Rogers, St. Paul’s sports coordinator and school parent.

“The athletes were all very excited to get into real game situations, as well as to see their friends 
from each school. Many of the athletes have competed over the years against each other in 
various sports and have built nice friendships and a support system for each other,” said Rogers.

St. Paul’s-Riverside and Sacred Heart team 
up for softball scrimmages

St. Paul’s Ramblers and Sacred Heart Jaguars girls’ softball teams

St. Paul’s Ramblers and Sacred Heart Jaguars boys’ softball teams
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Summer Camp 
	� Day Camp
	� Sports Camps
	� Specialty Camps
	� AM & PM Extended Care
	� Driver’s Education

ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL   •   (904) 264-9572   •   SJCDS.NET/SUMMER

Sessions run weekly from June 6 - July 29.  
Extended Day Available from 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Register today at sjcds.net/summer!

Register today for  
a Summer of Fun!
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Amid five decades of change, Ginny Stine 
Romano and R. Ward Lariscy have managed 
to maintain a consistent friendship. Living 
and working close by, shopping and socializing 
in the same circles, and even traveling 
together—sometimes a state or two away, 
and sometimes abroad. These two friends 
have been doing life side by side for the past 
50 years.

They met as neighbors when they had 
bought houses at the same time in San 
Marco—Romano, a Jacksonville native, on 
Largo Road and Lariscy, from Savannah, 
Georgia, on Balis Place. They still reside in 
the same houses, only three doors apart.

The careers of Romano and Lariscy are 
what led them beyond neighbors to becoming 
friends. Both professional interior designers, 
Romano offered to introduce Lariscy to the 
city’s resources when he was new in town. 
Their decorating takes different directions, 
and they have never been competitors. In 
fact, they are staunch supporters of each 
other’s work, even sharing samples from 
their libraries. Though for years their businesses 
have coexisted on San Marco Boulevard, only 
four blocks apart, they’ve each maintained 
their own clientele. “That’s why we could 
stay friends,” Lariscy said as they both giggled.

“When you’re an interior designer, that 
pretty much is what you do, and everything 

revolves around that,” Romano said. So, much 
of her and Lariscy’s activities are associated 
with their careers. Both specialists, they 
attend the same design events and conferences. 
Recently, they went together to an awards 
banquet for the American Society of Interior 
Designers (ASID), a professional society.

Romano and Lariscy are collectors. Luckily, 
they have different passions so that they can 
search for items for each other when they’re 
not searching together. They journey to 
Atlanta regularly to Scott Antique Markets. 

“We alert each other to interesting things,” 
Romano said. She collects black forest 
memorabilia for her North Carolina mountain 
house, items like wood-carved bears and 
Bavarian trinkets. Lariscy has traveled several 
times to visit Romano and her husband there. 
For her Florida home, she has an eye for 
Limoges porcelain and Battersea boxes. 
Lariscy searches for Parian, a scarce white 
marble. He collects it for personal use and 
for design projects. Lariscy said, “That way 
we stay friendly because if we collected the 
same things—” Romano finished Lariscy’s 
sentence, “Then we’d be fighting over them.”

They’re both creative in other ways, too. 
In addition to his business on San Marco 
Boulevard, Lariscy owns a gift shop in San 
Marco Square, The Wardroom Ltd. He 
handmakes greeting cards to sell there among 
a host of other novelties. And he carries a 
line of pin cushions, too, which Romano 
fashions from antique teacups.

Not only are they neighbors and friends, 
professionals without being competitors, but 
also Romano and Lariscy are both exemplary 

residents. They have often worked together 
for the good of the community, attending 
zoning meetings and keeping their respective 
homes and yards in good repair. “It invites 
other people to come to the neighborhood 
because they want to be part of something 
that’s quality,” said Romano. She and Lariscy 
both volunteer in offering paint coloring 
advice to homeowners and businesses. If it 
impacts San Marco, they are involved.

Giving to local nonprofits is another value 
these two friends share. Over the years, they 
have donated their time and talents to San 
Marco’s playhouse, Theatre Jacksonville; 
Romano designed the lobby, and Lariscy 
decorated stage sets. Both are long-time 
supporters of the efforts of the San Marco 
Preservation Society. In fact, Romano had 
served on the Board for a decade. They’ve 
each chaired the annual Holiday Tour of 
Homes. Both have been participators in 
Luminaria, and they each cooked different 
dishes for Twelfth Night parties. Romano 
and Lariscy attend many of the same fundraising 
social events, like the annual Wolfson’s Arts 
& Antiques Show.

When asked if they disagree on anything, 
considering how much they share, Romano 
said, “We have enough in common that we 
don’t have to dredge up something that could 
be a disagreeable subject.” Lariscy confirmed, 

“We don’t talk politics.”
Of her long-time friendship with Lariscy, 

Romano said, “It’s enduring, no matter what 
has happened with time, with business, with 
neighborhood changes—and there have 
been many.”

LOCAL FOLKS
BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

Friends, 
Ginny and 
Ward

Ward Lariscy and Ginny Stine Romano, London Taxi, January 1985

Ward Lariscy and Ginny Stine Romano
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Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”    

WWW.A-COIN.COM | 904.733.1204 
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm
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As we celebrate Jacksonville’s Jacksonville’s 
BicentennialBicentennial, we also celebrate 
COLD HARD CASHCOLD HARD CASH for rare rare 
bank notesbank notes from Jacksonville’s past!

We would 

pay up to 

$50,000 for 

this note!

Nobody
Pays More!

Nobody
Pays More!
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Jacksonville’s leader 
in heart care

Get the heart care that’s 
right for you, right here 
in Jacksonville at 
ascension.org/JaxHeart 

*Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside location

Personalized care for your heart 
Have you noticed changes in your heart health or do you need care for any 
ongoing heart condition? Start a conversation with a cardiologist with Ascension 
St. Vincent’s. Tell us your concerns and ask all your questions  — big and small. 
We’re here to listen and understand, and deliver the leading care that’s right  
for you. Choose care close to home, with locations in Northeast Florida and  
South Georgia.

• Top cardiologists and care teams, and most advanced treatment options
• The first system in Jacksonville to offer transcatheter aortic valve 

replacement (TAVR)
• The only facility in Jacksonville to be certified by the American College of 

Cardiology for transcatheter valve care*
• Ongoing and emergency care, as well as rare cases
• A national heart network, close to home

Know that we’re maintaining strict precautions to keep you safe in our care.
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IN MEMORIAM
Joseph James Bifano moved peacefully in his 
sleep from his earthly home in Jacksonville, 
Florida, to heaven on April 13, 2022. He would 
have been 99 years old this upcoming September. 
His dear, loving wife of almost 72 years, Joan 
Rose Schnorr Bifano, otherwise known as 
Joni, survives him. The name Joseph means 

'He shall add,' and Joseph truly fulfilled the 
meaning of his name by adding many to 
God's kingdom on this earth. Of those he 
added who survive him are his children: 
Joseph Bifano of Jacksonville, Florida; Jim 
Bifano of Appleton, Wisconsin (Shukwai 
Bifano) and grandchildren Sarah Stroy (Matt 
Stroy), Lisa Bifano, Nicholas Bifano (Jazzmin 
Genske) and Simon Bifano; Mary Bifano 
Dekker of Sheboygan, Wisconsin (Dave 
Dekker) and grandchildren Trenton Dekker 
(Denise Dekker), Davey Joe Dekker, and April 
Leffingwell (Jason Leffingwell); Chrissy Bifano 
Larson Leonhardt of Melrose, Florida (Larry 
Leonhardt) and grandchildren Jeremy Larson, 
James Larson (Angela Larson), Joanna Jones 
(Forrest Jones), Garrett Larson (Alondra 
Larson), and Lily Larson; Cathi Bifano Wilcox 
(Milt Wilcox) of Jacksonville, Florida; CeCe 
Bifano Cummings (Spencer Cummings) of 
Jacksonville, Florida and grandchildren Carter 
Cummings, Reese Cummings, and Audrey 
Cummings. Joseph was also proud of his 14 
great-grandchildren and his nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Luigi Bifano and Angelina Soporito 
Bifano, one brother and five sisters, Mary, 
Lena, Rose, Millie, Peter (Biff ), and Jenny, 
otherwise known as the Magnifico Seven. 
Joseph's family moved from Calabria, Italy, 

and immigrated to the United States before 
little Joey was born. While the family was still 
finding a place to call home, Joseph James 
was born in Decatur, Illinois, on September 
21, 1923. His family moved to Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, where Joe spent most of his 
childhood. Joe learned to play the drums at 
a very young age and was recognized for his 
talent early on. Many saw his gift, allowing 
him opportunities to play drums, which 
opened the doors for a lifetime musical career. 
He graduated from Central High School in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, Class of 1942.

Joseph enlisted during WWII in the US 
Navy AirForce in 1942 and was chosen for his 
height to be trained as a belly gunner, going 
through numerous types of training. But when 
the Navy experienced his drum talent and 
band leadership, he was immediately recruited 
to lead the Navy Band for the First Officers 
Club in the Panama Canal Zone. The Navy 
valued Joe, and they honorably discharged 
him after WWII in 1945.

Joe met Joan Rose Schnorr from Kohler, 
Wisconsin, upon returning home from the 
war. After a whirlwind relationship, the couple 
tied the knot on October 14, 1950. They had 
six children and resided in the Sheboygan 
area, where Joe worked for JC Penney, Daley 
Vending Machine, Armour Leather, and 
Richardson Lumber Company until he retired. 
The remaining family moved to Honolulu, 
Hawaii, to play music full-time.

After raising their younger children, his 
wife Joni, a star vocalist, joined Joe in their 
musical career. They entertained as a group 
for weddings, parties, Bar Mitzvahs, nightclubs, 

and TV performances. 'Joe and Joni Live' was 
the headliner for 17 years at Riverdale Country 
Club in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

But it was in Hawaii that Joe asked Jesus 
into his heart, changing his perspective of 
what was important. Joe moved most of the 
family back to the mainland, landing in Ft. 
Myers, then Jacksonville, Florida. He worked 
for Vistikon and used his musical talent for 
the Lord playing drums on various worship 
teams.

With each move came a new city and a 
new house or a home that needed renovating. 
Yes, this Joseph was also a carpenter. Jesus 
renovated Joe's heart, and Joe's deepest desire 
was that you know the power of this Jesus 
too.

Joe went by many names: Joseph, Joey, Joe, 
Dad, Papa, Brother, Uncle Joey, and Joe 
Banana. He especially LOVED his Joni and 
enjoyed matching their clothes. Joe couldn't 
get enough of the Italian family sauce, 
watermelon, and just a little piece of chocolate 
fudge. He loved entertaining, doing pantomimes, 
singing 'Happy Birthday,' playing with babies, 
dreaming, and listening to loud jazz!

He was welcoming, friendly, had a positive 
attitude, was very engaging, interested, and 
a good listener, remembering facts from the 
last time you spoke. He was non-judgmental 
and always treated everyone the same. He 
enjoyed helping people, doing the right thing, 
and had a smile that wouldn't quit.

When asked what the key to his longevity 
was, Joe would always answer, "The key is 
Jesus. He is the answer to a good life." And a 
good L-O-N-G life Joseph James Bifano lived!

Joseph 
James 
Bifano
SEPTEMBER 21, 1923 – APRIL 13, 2022
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It's Almost Mother's Day
Give her the gift of sight with a gift
card from Davalt Optical!

(904) 353-6229 | 807 LOMAX
ST. JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204

Print a Gift Card at
www.DavaltOptical.com

Butch Frazier retiring, closing Ortega jewelry store
Butch Frazier has announced that after 45 years 
in business, he will be retiring and closing his 
Ortega jewelry store at the end of this month. 
He is liquidating his entire selection.

Butch Frazier is a local through and through. 
He was born at St. Vincent’s Hospital and grew 
up on San Juan Avenue before his family moved 
to Ortega Farms. He attended Fishweir Elementary 
and Lake Shore Junior High before graduating 
from Nathan B. Forrest High School in 1964. 

Frazier’s passion for fine jewelry began in 
1963 at 17 years old when he landed his first 
job as a stock boy at Zales in Cedar Hills. This 
small endeavor sparked a lifelong career in the 
industry. After leaving Zales in 1971, Frazier 
joined W.L. Sutton Company, a jewelry wholesaler 
in Southside, where he continued mastering 
his skills and developing his craft. Six years 
afterwards, he and his late wife, Carol, decided 

to venture out on their own. In 1977, they opened Frazier Jewelers in a small corner of 
Carter’s Pharmacy.

It didn’t take long for Frazier to develop a reputation of trust with customers. In time, he 
renovated the space, partitioning it off from the rest of the pharmacy. With the growth in 
business, came the need for more help. His sister, Gina, joined in sales and, eventually, held 
a management position. Frazier’s daughter, Merry, joined her dad and aunt shortly after her 

mom passed in October 2019. In addition to family members, the store has three long-term 
and loyal associates on staff. “I’ve had lots of help along the way,” Frazier said.

For more than four decades, Frazier Jewelers has been an established local source for 
exquisite jewelry and unrivaled service, earning clients’ confidence. One facet of having 
been a neighborhood store for so many years that Frazier particularly enjoys is that most 
of his customers know each other and many are related to each other. He has witnessed 
many a reunion at his store, particularly at holiday time, when natives return home from 
out of town to visit family. Times too numerous to count, Frazier has known what bracelet 
a wife would be getting for her anniversary or what pendant a daughter would receive for 
her graduation. “But we’ve never divulged such secrets,” Frazier assured.

Upon his retirement, Frazier plans to tend to some touch-up projects on his house. More 
importantly, “I want to become versed in the kitchen,” he said. He desires to learn healthy cooking 
habits as he deals with heart disease, and he has been taking classes for cardiac rehab.  

Frazier appreciates that the community has made his business a proud Jacksonville tradition, 
and he is grateful for all the kind wishes he’s received from the community as his retirement 
nears. “We cherish the friendships we have forged with our customers; it’s been very gratifying. 
We would love to see you again before closing our doors forever,” he said.

To commemorate the store’s legacy, Frazier is holding a huge Going Out of Business sale. 
Expect up to 70% off engagement rings, wedding bands, pendants, bracelets, earrings, and 
timepieces. Included in the sale are high-quality pieces crafted with 18K gold and diamonds, 
designer jewelry from Simon G., estate jewelry, pre-owned merchandise, and a Rolex watch.

Pull Out Baseline Details: Explore more in the store on Monday through Friday 10-5:30, 
Saturday 10-4, or call 904-388-7788. Frazier Jewelers, family-owned and operated for 45 years 
at the same Ortega location, next to Carter’s Pharmacy. 2925 Corinthian Avenue, Jacksonville, 
32210.

904.389.6659
www.RayWare.com

Monday–Friday 8 am–5 pm

4048 Herschel Street  
Jacksonville, FL 32205

AVA I L A B L E  T H R O U G H

Purveyor of fine hardware,  
plumbing and lighting  

fixtures for over 80 years

4522 IRVINGTON AVENUE 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210

(904) 900-1671
MACKMOTORWERKS.COM

EUROPEAN
AUTO REPAIR
We are a full service automotive repair facility specializing in European  
performance and exotic vehicles. Let’s work together to protect your investment.  
Call us today to schedule an appointment!

Butch Frazier
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That Ghandi said it has been disproved, but, 
nonetheless, the statement is still powerful – 

“You must be the change you wish to see in 
the world.” Rita and Brian Sanders are living 
out that belief in their new endeavor, Seniors 
Helping Seniors®, which began helping 
Jacksonville seniors in April. Using a unique 
peer-to-peer model, their goal is to empower 
seniors to continue to live independent lives 
by taking care of day-to-day tasks that become 
challenging as people age. 

“When my grandmother needed additional 
care at the end of her life, everyone in the family 
turned to me for where to get assistance, and 
I was at a loss to find help. Ever since then we 
have talked about how we can position ourselves 
to help seniors,” shared Brian. He grew up in 
Macclenny, lived in Avondale for many years, 
and became quite familiar with the nature of 
the area.

Especially in Jacksonville’s historic 
neighborhoods, many seniors have lived in 
their homes for decades, with a significant 
number of homes being owned generationally. 
Their greatest wish is to remain in the place 
where they have cherished memories, their 
personal belongings and a sense of pride, as 
well as security.

In Riverside, Avondale, Ortega and Murray 
Hill, roughly 14% of residents are 65+, based 
on U.S. zip codes.

Pennsylvania-based Seniors Helping Seniors’® 
peer-to-peer model matches active seniors 
with less-active seniors to provide in-home 
care. As its website states, it is based on two 
simple ideas: Seniors can help each other age 
more happily and gracefully, and seniors who 
give, and those who receive, benefit equally.

The President of the international organization 
is Namrata Yocom-Jan, whose mother, Kiran 
Yocum, worked with Mother Teresa for 14 
years. Mother Teresa’s influence on Kiran was 
the inspiration behind Seniors Helping Seniors®, 
which she launched in 1998 and began 
franchising in 2006.

“Yocum realized that a caregiver closer to 
the client’s generation more easily developed 
a personal relationship and camaraderie that 
goes well beyond providing just basic care. 
Coming from a similar generation, they can 
identify with issues that the client is experiencing,” 
said Brian.

“Hiring active seniors to work with less-active 
seniors offers a lot of benefits,” he said. “A 
mature workforce offers a lot of advantages”, 
he said.  “As our caregivers are doing this 
because they want to stay active and assist 
others, they tend to focus on the person’s 
needs, and they also understand the needs 
as they are aging themselves! Their work ethic 
and dedication to those they assist is unparalleled 
in the homecare industry!”

“We want to have a personal relationship 
with every client and family,” said Rita. “We 
give out our cell phone numbers to our clients 
and their families. We work to provide a highly 
individualized service.” Seniors Helping 
Seniors® provides care from three hours to 24 
hours a day.

Sanders has worked in the mental health 
and social services field for 36 years, including 
more than eight years for the Northeast Florida 
State Hospital, the state psychiatric institution; 
and then working with The Arc Jacksonville 
that serves people with disabilities.

 His wife, Rita, was an intensive-care nurse 
in her native Hungary and worked in Africa 
before moving to the United States. They met 
at Empowerment Programs Inc. led by Brian 
to help people with intellectual differences 
remain in their own homes. The couple will 
continue to operate Empowerment. 

Seniors Helping Seniors’® cost to clients 
depends on services provided and the amount 
of hours needed. In most cases, however, the 
cost is privately paid. They are also becoming 
a provider for the Veterans Administration so 
that they can assist veterans who have been 
approved for services by the VA.

Services are tailored to each client’s specific 
needs and may include companionship, light 
housekeeping, meal preperation and shopping, 
assistance with personal care, pet care, light 

handyman services and small repairs, yard 
work, and so much more.

Even simple chores like medication reminders, 
mailing letters and bills, safety and fall 
prevention can be handled. Seniors can also 
be escorted to appointments and events, have 
errands run and provide companionship for 
outings and trips. The services can also be 
tailored to provide reprieve for families 
handling dementia and Alzheimer’s 
responsibilities. 

To inquire about services provided by 
Seniors Helping Seniors®, call 904-525-7236 
or visit https://seniorcarejax.com/.

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS® ENABLES IN-HOME, EMPOWERED LIVING
Active seniors helping their less active peers age gracefully in place

BRIAN SANDERS
2021 Art Museum Dr. #115
P 904.525.7236
C 904.881.9744
BrianS@SeniorCareJax.com

RITA SANDERS
2021 Art Museum Dr. #115
P 904.525.7236
C 904.514.2472 
RitaS@SeniorCareJax.com

5939 Roosevelt Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32244
ALF# 12509
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

AvondaleDance.com | (904) 384-8324 | 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205

FSCJ KENT CAMPUS AUDITORIUM
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022 AT 4:00 PM

Join Avondale Dance for our 11th showcase, 
starring our wonderful students and staff! 
We will be entertaining you with all different 
styles of dance including Ballroom, Latin and 
Swing. The event will be held at FSCJ Kent 
Campus Auditorium at 4pm. Tickets on sale 
now, $20 ahead of time $25 at door. Please 
call 904-384-8324 or visit eventbrite.com for 
tickets and more details.

A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES

1511 Stockton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

RELY ON THE DENTISTSRELY ON THE DENTISTS
YOUR NEIGHBORS TRUSTYOUR NEIGHBORS TRUST

And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews 

 • Exams & Cleanings
 • Same-Day Crowns
 • Dental Implants
 • Cosmetic & Aligners
 • Periodontal Treatment/
Gum Grafting

Call to make an appointment today 
at 904.389.1376 and visit 
BerdyDentalGroup.com. 
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THE WAY WE WERE

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

was sponsored by the Mormon Church located 
on the corner of Park and Copeland Streets in 
Riverside.

When he wasn’t playing sports, Spradley 
was at Jacksonville Beach meeting girls. Other 
times, he was with Vernon Peterson, whose 
neighbor allowed him to drive a converted 
old, door-less car with a flatbed built onto the 
back of it with no tag. “We ran everywhere in 
that piece of junk truck,” Spradley said. Leighton 
Boyette was usually with them, driving all 
around the west side of Jacksonville. Mrs. 
Boyette and Spradley’s mom worked together 
at Armour and Company, a meat packaging 
business.

“I was a decent athlete,” Spradley also said. 
He was Paxon’s football captain. The coach 
was John Axton, whose wife, Mae, was like a 
second mom to Spradley and who was co-writer 
of “Heartbreak Hotel” made famous by Elvis 
Presley. One of the Axtons two sons, Hoyt, was 
known for having written “Joy to the World” 
made famous by the band Three Dog Night.   
Spradley still keeps in touch with football 
players from the rival teams of Landon, DuPont, 
Jackson, and Lee. In fact, most of Lee’s players 
were Spradley’s former classmates from Gorrie, 
including Carl Cochran and Dalton Bray. Monty 
Crook was Lee’s captain, and he went on to 
coach professional teams as a career. To this 
day, a group of a dozen or so of the guys now 
in their 80s from Jacksonville’s school classrooms 
and football fields meet for breakfast every 
Thursday morning.

Spradley was one of five Paxon graduates in 
his class who had earned a 
full football scholarship to 
Florida State University 
(FSU). There, he pursued a 
degree in criminology while 
on and off the field due to 
various injuries. While in 
college, he married and 
started a family. Before 
graduating, he had left for a 
time to enter the United 
States Coast Guard Reserve. 
He did six months of active 
duty and would remain in 
the Reserve for 30 years before 
retiring as Lieutenant 
Commander. Upon graduation 
from FSU, Spradley landed a 
spot as a classification officer 
by the Florida Department of 
Corrections.

In 1962, Spradley was 
employed with the Special 
Office of Naval Intelligence, 
currently known as Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS). The nature of Spradley’s 
work and the missions to which 
he had been assigned required him to move 
throughout and beyond Florida over the years, 
with a couple of stints at NAS Jax before and 
after serving in Vietnam from 1970-71. By this 
time, Spradley had four children who were 
living with his wife in Orange Park, even while 
he was stationed in Virginia when he returned 
to the States.

Not only did Spradley own a home in Orange 
Park but also co-owned Triple C Western Wear 
on Highway 17 in Orange Park, a business he 
had gotten into when one of his daughters 
decided that she liked horses. His partner was 
Dr. Tim Carter, OD, a respected Jacksonville 
optometrist who recently passed away.

Spradley’s career highlights comprise a 
lengthy list. To name a couple, he spent two 
decades as a Special Agent with the United 
States Secret Service. He protected five different 
presidents: Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, and 
G.H.W. Bush. Upon his retirement from the 
Secret Service, Spradley was employed by the 
governor of South Carolina to oversee and 

coordinate the FEMA efforts that followed 
Hurricane Hugo.

“I’ve been very fortunate and very blessed. 
At 82 years old, I’ve done an awful lot, gone to 
a lot of places, and had a lot of good things 
happen,” Spradley said. He admits that he’s 
experienced tragedy, too, that he’s learned to 
deal with. In 2005, his first-born son died in a 
car accident at age 43. Spradley cared for his 
son’s children for a time afterwards.

It was in South Carolina that Spradley met 
his present wife of 38 years, Diane. They reside 

in Orange Park with two canine fur babies. 
From his four children, Spradley has 10 
grandchildren and three greats. For them, he 
self-published an autobiography in 2012 entitled 
Exploits of a Federal Agent: My Story - My Life 

- My Way. It’s available on Amazon.

Clayton M. 
Spradley

A man with Riverside roots. A former football 
star. A retired veteran with officer’s rank. Over 
four decades in various areas of law enforcement. 
A published author. An 82-year-old mind that 
remembers the exact addresses of places he’s 
lived, which he admits “is amazing!” This is 
Clayton M. Spradley of Orange Park.

Spradley was born at home in Lake City, 
Florida on October 10, 1939 and moved to 
Jacksonville as the youngest of three when he 
was a year old. His parents, Roy and Ethel, 
settled the family in Riverside on a dirt road at 
612 Florence Street, a corner house with a 
bathroom on an outside porch and running 
water, but only cold. It was the early 40s, and 
they had an ice box in the kitchen. Twice weekly, 
the iceman would come on his buggy, pulled 
by Dixie the mule, to make a delivery. An indoor 
skating rink was built across the street where 
Spradley began working at 8 years old. His dad 
had been a prison guard and then worked in 
the dairy industry while attending night classes 
to learn welding as WWII raged on.

Spradley attended Central Riverside Elementary 
School through most of the third grade. In 1949, 
his parents bought a home, one with hot running 
water, at 3107 Lowell Avenue in the Woodstock 
Park area; so, Spradley transferred to Annie R. 
Morgan Elementary School where he repeated 
the third grade due to what he suspects was 
likely undiagnosed dyslexia. There, he met one 
of several crushes, a chubby girl named Helen. 
At 11, he landed a job as a carryout boy at Jax 
Meat Market, a grocery store three miles from 
home.

Spradley remained at Morgan through sixth 
grade before moving up to John Gorrie Junior 
High for the next three years. During that time, 
a fourth child was born to the family when 
Spradley had just turned 14. No longer the 
baby of the family, Spradley was a hard worker 
and an avid sportsman. “I played everything 
at Gorrie,” he said.

Back then, Lackawanna Park with its swimming 
pool was the gathering spot for kids from the 
Riverside area and the developing Paxon area. 

“That was the meeting place,” Spradley said.
There was also Green Street Park off King 

Street, which was commonly known as The 
Cow Pasture. “Every kid who ever grew up in 
that part of Riverside at that time went over 

there and played,” Spradley said, referring to 
the wide range of unorganized sporting activities 
that went on. Later, Woodstock Park became 
the place for organized ball teams for youth. 
That’s also the place where Spradley boxed for 
the first time; Wally Tanner beat him.

Spradley completed 10th through 12th grades 
at Paxon High, a new school at that time. He 
was a member of Paxon’s second graduating 
class and dubbed Star Graduate. While in high 
school, Spradley achieved Eagle Scout rank, 
having been a scout since junior high. “I’m 
very proud of that,” he said, and commented 
on what an accomplishment that was for a boy 
from “a tough neighborhood.” His troop 122 

Diane and Clayton Spradley with Renegade and Bella

Carl Cochran #83 Lee, Clayton Spradley #20 Paxon, and Richard Scully #84 Landon

Clayton Spradley, low hurdles, Paxon High, circa 1957

The Spradleys, 613 Florence Street, circa 1942, 
Roy, Ethel, Ivonne, Hathaway, and Clayton

Air Force Two, circa 1980

Diane and Clayton Spradley at an FSU football gameClayton Spradley, Eagle Scout



IN LOVING MEMORY ...brought to you by Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes

Dr. Augustus Norman Sharp III was born on June 20, 1938 
in Atlanta, Georgia to Augustus II and Mary Schane Sharp.

He was graduated from Alfred I. DuPont High School 
where he participated in the ROTC program. An honor 
student, Norman earned his undergraduate and dental 
degree from Emory University- being awarded the honor of 
“Emory Wheel” for being first in his dental class.

After serving in the US Army, Dr. Sharp practiced 
dentistry in Jacksonville for 50 years.

Norman and his soulmate Mary shared a love of adventure; 
they traveled the world, enjoying their 59 years of marriage. 
For over 40 years, with his copilot Mary, he flew his Cessna 
on numerous trips to their island home in Hope Town, the 
Abacos where they enjoyed times with friends. Norman 
Sharp was gifted with a resourceful and creative mindset; he 
could accomplish almost anything. An excellent carpenter 
and designer, he was an expert sailor and navigator who 
raced locally in Jacksonville and cruised the Bahama Islands.

His survivors include: daughter Jane Synnestvedt; 
grandchildren Alec, Garth (Summer) and Emma 
Synnestvedt and great grandson Leo. A funeral service 
was held at the Hardage-Giddens Oaklawn Legacy 
Lodge on Monday, April 11, 2022 with the Reverend 
Neely Towe officiating. In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be made to The Parkinson’s Foundation 
or Samaritan’s Purse.

Edward Jaber Farhat, Sr., (Eddie), 84,  passed away 
Monday, March 28, 2022. He was born on November 17, 
1937, in Ramallah, Palestine, to the late Jaber and Miriam 
Michael Farhat. He immigrated with his parents in 1946 to 
Jacksonville, Florida. After graduating from Paxon High 
School in 1955, he went on to serve eight years in the 
National Guard.

 In 1966, he married his loving wife of 56 years, Saundra 
Haddad Farhat, and they were blessed with three of the most 

wonderful, loving, and kind children, Jay Farhat (Renee), 
Tammy Lee, and Michael Farhat (Melissa), and seven 
grandchildren, who were the light of his life:  Davis, Sydnie, 
and Ava Lee; Justin and Colin Farhat; Kaley and Brayden 
Farhat. He is also survived by his sisters, Grace Abboud 
(Richard) and Kathy Rukab, and his brother, Johnny Farhat 
(Sandy), and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

 He was in the wholesale paper business for over 49 years 
and owned and operated Pioneer Paper & Plastics until his 

retirement. He was a member of Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, Ramallah-American Club, Salaam Club, the 
Scottish Rite, Morocco Shrine, and Duval Lodge.

 Funeral services were held on Friday, April 1, 
2022, at Lakewood Presbyterian Church with burial at 
Oaklawn Cemetery.

 In lieu of flowers, please make donations to 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church or Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital.

Dr. Augustus Norman Sharp III

Edward Jaber Farhat, Sr. (Eddie)

June 20, 1938 – April 6, 2022

November 17, 1937 – March 28, 2022

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE HARDAGE-GIDDENS AMENITIES
THE LEGACY LODGE EVENT CENTER

.

Jody Brandenburg, President 
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations

“Hardage-Giddens shares its Core Values of Respect, Integrity, Enduring Relationships, and Service  
Excellence and thanks you for Generations of families served here in Jacksonville and the surrounding areas.   

Please allow us the honor in creating a lasting Celebration of Life for many Generations to come.”

HARDAGE-GIDDENS OAKLAWN 
CHAPEL & CEMETERY

4801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville 
904-737-7171

HARDAGE-GIDDENS MANDARIN
FUNERAL HOME

11801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville
904-288-0025

HARDAGE-GIDDENS, RIVERSIDE 
MEMORIAL PARK & FUNERAL HOME

7242 Normandy Blvd., Jacksonville
904-781-9262

HARDAGE-GIDDENS GREENLAWN
CEMETERY

4300 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville
904-396-2522

HARDAGE-GIDDENS EDGEWOOD
FUNERAL HOME

729 S Edgewood Ave., Jacksonville
904-388-2711

HARDAGE-GIDDENS HOLLY HILL
FUNERAL HOME & MEMORIAL PARK

3601 Old Jennings Rd., Middleburg
904-282-9336

HARDAGE-GIDDENS GREENLAWN
FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

4300 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville
904-396-2522

BEACHES CHAPEL 
BY HARDAGE-GIDDENS

1701 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach
904-249-2374

HARDAGE-GIDDENS RIVERMEAD 
FUNERAL HOME

127 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park
904-264-2481

HARDAGE-GIDDENS CHAPEL HILLS
FUNERAL HOME & GARDENS

850 St. Johns Bluff Road N, Jacksonville
904-641-9755



BUY / SELL / RENT / PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PENDING PENDING FOR SALE

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

AT TRADITIONS REALTY, WE ARE JACKSONVILLE EXPERTS 
AND WORK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE FIRST COAST COMMUNITY.

2304 MYRA ST - $2,400/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA /  1,900 sqft.

1729 MEMORIAL PARK TER - $2,400/mo.
2 BR / 2 BA /  1,116 sqft.

1450 JERSEY ST - $1,750/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA /  1,100 sqft.

1330 MURRAY DR - $227,500
2 BR  /  1 BA  /  1,016 sqft.

1280 BELVEDERE AVE - $378,900
2 BR  /  1 BA  /  1,272 sqft.

3670 HERSCHEL ST - $374,000
3 BR  /  1 BA  /  1,600 sqft.

1711 NALDO AVE - $485,000  
4 BR / 2 BA / 1,755 sqft.
Excellent Investment property in the heart of San Marco. This 
Duplex offer a good opportunity for home ownership and a income 
investment. Perfect for someone who wants to live in one unit and 
rent out the 2nd unit. The duplex is concrete block construction and 
both units have been renovated. Each unit features 2 bedrooms,  
1 bath, living-dining combo, tile floors, inside laundry with Washer 
and Dryer, kitchen with Refrigerator, Stove, Built-in Microwave and 
Dishwasher, CHA and Off Street Parking. Only minutes from 
Downtown, San Marco Square and the many local restaurants and 
shops. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity.

The dedication, knowledge and experience with Jacksonville real estate is what creates the Traditions Realty difference. 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT at its finest, a cornerstone of our work in residential real estate.

For many years, our team of real estate experts has been serving the area, ensuring assets and investments are handled with care.  
By way of proprietary software, an outstanding team of maintenance and management professionals,  

we provide real estate investors with the highest level of service.
A seamless experience requires the resources, knowledge of market conditions, and experience to get the job done right, from start to finish. 

We are a leader in the industry because we know how to handle any situation you may encounter as a property owner.
TRUST… 

is the cornerstones of our operations – our track record speaks for itself – let us help you manage your assets successfully and seamlessly today.

TRADITIONS… 
are what you’ll pass on, so let us manage the assets that help you build upon the foundation you’ve built – or are currently building – for generations to come.

FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME

TRADITIONS
R E A L T Y LLC

904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204  |  TraditionsJax.com  |   @TraditionsRealtyJax.com

David White is a true advocate for Jacksonville’s in-town neighborhoods and believes it is important to encourage urban renewal, historic home 
restoration and infill development. With more than 23 years of real estate experience, White specializes in the historic neighborhoods of Jacksonville 
where he works with buyers, sellers, property owners and tenants. He is also very familiar with all areas of Northeast Florida, from St. Augustine to 
Fernandina Beach. 

White is a fifth-generation Jacksonville native and a graduate of the University of Florida where he earned his degree in forest resources and 
conservation. He worked as a district forester before moving to the nonprofit world where he managed the negotiation and acquisition of preservation 
land in northeast Florida for the Nature Conservancy, an international conservation organization. He made the move to residential real estate in 2004. 
White’s professional designations include GRI (Graduate, Realtor Institute), AHWD (At Home with Diversity), as well as several relocation designations. 

White is a resident of Riverside where he lives in a 1914 Craftsman home with his wife and two dogs.




