
PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

S 
PO

ST
AG

E
PA

ID
ST

U
AR

T,
 F

L
PE

R
M

IT
 N

O
.3

00

FIERCELY LOCAL NEWS ... FIERCELY LOYAL READERS SEPTEMBER  2022, VOL. 15, ISSUE 09RESIDENTNEWS.NET

IN
 H

O
M

E
S

 B
Y

 S
E

P
TE

M
B

E
R

  5
TH

, 2
0

22

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville $5 OFF forever vets 

ear cleaning solution

VA L I D  S E P T E M B E R  1  –  3 0 ,  2 0 2 2

As summer cools off...

CELEBRATING           YEARS             

R I V E R S I D E  |  A V O N D A L E  |  O R T E G A  |  M U R R A Y  H I L L

COMMUNITY NEWS

SEE PAGE 36

CITY’S HUNT 
CONTINUES TO 
FIND SOURCE OF 
BAD SMELLS

As Murray Hill residents continue to report 
less-than-pleasant smells wafting through 
their neighborhood, Envirosuite, the 
company contracted by the city of 
Jacksonville to provide 24/7 monitoring 
through a 12-month study, is now in its 
fourth month of environmental data 
collection. Residents living in other urban 
neighborhoods such as Ortega, San Marco, 
Springfield and Brentwood have also 
complained about the smell.

Thirteen sensors and two weather stations, 
because the wind direction is a part of the 
study, were installed in February 2022. The 
study officially started in April 2022 and 
is scheduled to be completed a year later 
in April 2023. Quarterly reports, periodic 
validation of results and relocation of 
monitors are included.

The data being collected is available for 
the public to view on the COJ website at COJ.
net – Urban Odor Study (https://bit.ly/3K4cuSM). 
Envirosuite aggregates the data monthly 
and sends the City’s Environmental Quality 
Division (EQD) and the Jacksonville 
Environmental Protection Board (JEPD) a 
snapshot of the results. Daily, real-time data 
is not available, according to Caroline Adkins, 
COJ public relations specialist. 

“We will compare Envirosuite’s data for 
modeling with odor complaints we receive 
through our CRM system from calls to 630-
CITY,” said Adkins.

SEE MURRAY HILL ODOR ON PAGE 11

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News

HEATS UP!
SOCIAL SEASON

Martha Barrett and Cathy Disbrow at the Florida 
Theatre's benefit - Blues, Brews and BBQ event.     
                      SEE PAGE 22                           

Scott and Kelly Gramling were on hand to raise funds alongside Kevin Padgett, Rachel 
DuBois and Honorary Chairs Dan and Robin Wahby.

Women’s Board President, Robin Albaneze with Show Chair Kristina Powell, Michael Aubin, FACHE – 
President, Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Chief Philanthropy Officer, Baptist Health Foundation, Show Chair 
Kymberly Wolfson and Show Chair Heather Creel at the preview of the Winter Design Show. SEE PAGE 23      

Paul Woods and Jamie Sandifer celebrate at 
the Summer Nights gala on behalf of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida.
SEE PAGE 22   

Angelwood CEO Diane Tuttle 
presents Tyler Anderson with the 
2022 'Soaring Possibilities Award'. Soaring 

Possibilities
at Angelwood 

Annual Celebration
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Call today to restore and protect  
your hard to clean glass.

800.433.4198LeeAndCatesGlass.com

Kiss that dirty 
glass goodbye.

Phone: (904) 388-8839 | Fax: (904) 423-1183

1650-302 Margaret St. #310 
Jacksonville, FL 32204
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Thanks in part to soaring inflation and a spike 
in demand exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the rising cost of housing in Jacksonville 
has left many residents in a tight spot.

According to a recent study from researchers 
at Florida Atlantic University and Florida 
International University, the Jacksonville 
housing market is currently overpriced by 
nearly 46 percent — the 25th highest percentage 
in the nation.

However, as additional research from FAU, 
the University of Alabama and Florida Gulf 
Coast University indicates that rent increases 
are on track to slow considerably over the next 
year, relief may be on the horizon. But with 
no definitive answer as to how soon that relief 
will be felt, the question, for many, is what 
can be done right now?

“We have a housing crisis,” local resident Cindy 
Funkhouser noted at an Aug. 9 meeting of the 

Jacksonville City Council. “In order to address 
a crisis, we need tools and we need solutions.”

One potential solution currently being 
considered by the City Council is the Keep Our 
Families Together Act, which would allow for 
the construction of “accessory dwelling units” 
in the backyards of existing single-family homes.

As defined by the Florida Statutes, an 
accessory dwelling unit, or ADU, is “an ancillary 
or secondary living unit that has a separate 
kitchen, bathroom, and sleeping area existing 
either within the same structure, or on the 
same lot, as the primary dwelling unit.” These 
can include such structures as tiny homes, 
carriage houses, garage apartments or mother-
in-law suites. 

Under the proposed legislation, ADUs would 
be permitted, provided that they adhere to 
specific criteria, including that the unit be 
located behind a “conforming single-family 
dwelling” and possess a visual relationship 
to the primary residence, in addition to fol-
lowing other codes and regulations. The 
property owner would also be required to live 
inside the primary structure as opposed to 
inside the ADU or elsewhere.

At the Aug. 9 meeting, Funkhouser was one 
of a few attendees to share her thoughts on the 
bill, stating that she believed it was a good 
alternative for those with family members who 
either cannot afford their own home or cannot 
live on their own due to health concerns.

“This is one other solution in the toolbox,” 
she said. “And considering the crisis we’re in, 
I don’t think any of us can afford to not be very 
serious about bringing solutions into the 
toolbox.”

Like Funkhouser, Tim Smith said he was in 
favor of the bill, noting, “People are going to 
move here to this city whether we have addi-
tional housing units or not — that’s the real 
problem that we’re having.”

Adding that his family of five could personally 
benefit from the additional space that an ADU 
would provide, Smith said he believed the 
bill had a universal appeal.

“What I love about this bill is that it’s something 
that everyone can get behind, both on the 
political right and left,” he said. “The right 
wants limited government. This increases 
actual liberty and the right to property. And 
the left really cares about marginalized peoples, 

and this helps — basic economics — lower the 
price of rent because it increases the supply.”

Nevertheless, the bill is not without its 
detractors. Duchy Stevens, for instance, said 
she would prefer to see more houses like those 
built by Habitat for Humanity as opposed to 
tiny houses in the backyards of existing homes.

“That’s not what backyards are made for,” 
she contended.

And Councilman Matt Carlucci, while 
expressing support for the overall concept, 
warned that the addition of such structures 
could potentially create an insurance headache 
for homeowners.

“If people build these auxiliary buildings … 
there will be limitations from their homeowner’s 
insurance as to how much will apply in terms 
of coverage to the auxiliary building,” he noted. 

“And if it’s rented out to a tenant that’s not a 
relative, there may be no coverage at all.”

With the introducer of the bill, Councilman 
Rory Diamond, out of town for military training, 
committee discussions have been temporarily 
placed on hold until his return. When con-
versations resume, Resident Community News 
will provide a comprehensive update.

BY SAMANTHA FLOM 
Resident Community News

City Council considers accessory dwelling units for housing relief



TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

LINDSEY BARTON
(904) 318-6911

LESLIE RIOS WILKINS 
(904) 476-4188

MATTHEW ABERCROMBIE 
(904) 343-8139

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

WALTER WARE 
(904) 759-8882

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596 

ANN ABERCROMBIE
(904) 382-1346

ALISE FERRANTI
(904) 434-0767

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

ELIZABETH MEUX 
(904) 704-1576

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

MillerCompanyRealtors.com

2905 CORINTHIAN AVENUE • Or tega Vil lage • 904-388-0000 

Market News
What’s happening in our neighborhoods?

Demand remains robust as buyers are adjusting to higher mortgage 
rates and continuing their home searches. The median sale price 
for single family homes and condos in Riverside, Avondale and 
Ortega sits at $425,000, which is $75,000 higher than Northeast 
Florida as a whole.

As conditions continue to shift toward a more balanced market, 
prospective home sellers should keep in mind three important 
points: realistic and accurate pricing, staging + beautification, and 
open mindedness toward negotiating with a qualified buyer. 

Save the Date
Plan ahead for these exciting October events!

October 3-9
Furyk & Friends PGA Tour Champions Event

October 22-23
Blue Angels | NAS Jax Air Show

October 29
Florida vs. Georgia Football

AvondaleAvondale Avondale

Ortega Forest

1686 Pershing Road
3 bedrooms 1 bath 1,222sf

listed for $349,900

4878 King Richard Road
5 bedrooms 3 baths 2,556sf

listed for $525,000

1829 Powell Place
Ultra rare vacant lot, 60x115

$265,000

4868 Beefeaters Road
5 bedrooms 3 baths 2,999sf

listed for $1,560,000

3585 Richmond Street
3 bedrooms 3 baths 2,482sf 

$995,000

Ortega Island Drive
.82 acre, dock + 10,000lb lift

$985,000

Ortega ForestOrtega Island

  SOLD   UNDER CONTRACT

  SOLD  SOLD
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2 5 0 4 C O L L E G E S T. C O M

rewade.com 
904.534.0969  
wade@rewade.com

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

RIVERSIDE
2504 COLLEGE ST
4 BR · 3 BA · 2,323 SQFT
Built in 2020  
$775,000

We now know how it feels to be celebrities. Since being profiled in Mary Wanser’s 
“The Way We Were” article in August, we have heard from so many of our friends who 
congratulated us and told us they would save the paper for us. It really was great, how 
you were able to weave the many years of our life into one interesting short story. 
We are enjoying hearing from everyone and enjoying their lovely comments. Mary 
certainly did a good job and told our story well. Thank you for making us a part of the 
Resident and telling ‘how we were” in such a lovely, professional manner. 

Sincerely,
Mike and Deanna Lissner

When the DOJ and FBI become the henchman of the political class, they relinquish 
their legitimacy to enforce our laws. 

When the CDC and the FDA become puppets of pharmaceutical corporations, the 
public will no longer believe that they truly safeguard public health.

When social media and legacy print media promote only propaganda and abandon 
their journalistic duties, they have lost the public’s trust and our Democracy is 

threatened.

Sincerely,
Eduardo Balbona M.D., President, Art of Medicine PA

OPINIONyour

Active duty service members, veterans and 
military family members in Jacksonville and 
the greater Northeast Florida area have been 
invited to participate in a “first-of-its-kind” 
veterans’ assessment survey.

Others eligible to take the survey include 
“a family member of a Veteran, a caregiver of 
a Veteran, or an employee of a military/Veteran 
service organization that serves Veterans and/
or their families.”

To launch the 2022 Northeast Florida Veteran 
and Family Needs Assessment, the City of 
Jacksonville has partnered with Endeavors, 
a Texas-based, national non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing aid for “vulnerable 

people in crisis,” as well as the Combined 
Arms Institute and the University of North 
Florida’s Northeast Florida Center for 
Community Initiatives. 

Florida has the third largest veteran population 
in the United States, behind California and 
Texas, according to the Florida Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

“Specifically Northeast Florida, we have 
about — let’s see, it’s about a quarter million, 
I think, in what we call the Jacksonville greater 
metropolitan area are either active duty, 
veterans, retirees or family members,” said 
Bill Spann, director of Jacksonville’s Military 
Affairs and Veterans Department. “As you go 
about your day and business, picking your 
kids up from school and filling your tank at 
the gas station, about one in four people you 
come across are in that same group.”

A press release announcing the survey’s 
launch stated that despite the state’s large 

veteran presence, “…it lacks the necessary 
data to accurately serve this community.” The 
information collected through this survey, 
therefore, will “…provide data-driven insights 
about the current social services landscape 
for Veterans. It will also help facilitate funding 
opportunities and partnerships with the city, 
state and other service providers. This is the 
first time research and data will play a critical 
role in planning and policy decisions.”

The survey launched on Aug. 9. It takes 
roughly 10 minutes to complete and all 
submissions are anonymous. An open house 
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 1 at the Salem 
Centre from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to answer 
questions and provide more information. 

“Our Wellness Model has been successful 
in saving lives and enhancing the quality of 
life for Veterans and their families,” said 
Endeavors Director of Business Operations 
Ben Miranda in the press release. “The launch 

of this survey is laying the foundation for 
future efforts in Florida.”

Local veterans’ organizations were consulted 
during the month-long process of preparing 
the survey, explained Spann, in order to “to 
fill all the gaps and ask all the questions and 
make this as universal as possible.”

“This will help Endeavors to identify, fill 
gaps in services as well as provide data for 
other veterans services organizations like 
ourselves at the City or the Veterans Council 
of Duval County to make a case for resources 
and grants to fill gaps and needs,” he added. 

“The survey will also reinforce what’s being 
done well and inform which services are used 
and appreciated and therefore should continue 
to be offered.”

The survey will remain open until Sept. 21. 
For more information or to take the survey, 
please visit www.combinedarms.us/
northeastfloridavets.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

Veterans assessment survey launched for Jacksonville, Northeast Florida

Thursday, October 6, 2022

6-9pm   Brick & Beam
 

Tickets $75 per person 
 

Casual Attire 

Silent Auction, Dinner & Drinks, Live Music

 

 
 

 
 

Purchase tickets and access the silent auction online at

sanctuaryon8th.org  

Since 1992, the Sanctuary has been a place of refuge for children in

one of Jacksonville's most underserved communities.  Our mission is

to encourage and empower Springfield's youth and families. 

SHINDIG
Celebrating 30 Years of HOPE

1511 Stockton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

RELY ON THE DENTISTSRELY ON THE DENTISTS
YOUR NEIGHBORS TRUSTYOUR NEIGHBORS TRUST

And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews 

 • Exams & Cleanings
 • Same-Day Crowns
 • Dental Implants
 • Cosmetic & Aligners
 • Periodontal Treatment/
Gum Grafting

Call to make an appointment today 
at 904.389.1376 and visit 
BerdyDentalGroup.com. 



Nationally recognized Wolfson Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville has taken care of little hearts for 

decades. Our highly skilled C. Herman and Mary Virginia Terry Heart Institute team diagnoses, treats, 

manages and studies a wide range of heart conditions. We’re dedicated to providing your child with 

specialized cardiac care, close to home.

Children of all ages benefit from our care. 

♥ Wolfson Children’s Terry Heart Institute (NEW LOCATION)

 841 Building, 2nd Floor, 841 Prudential Dr., Suite 280, Jacksonville

♥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology

 Baptist Medical Center South, 14540 Old St. Augustine Rd., Medical Office Building 2, Suite 2471, Jacksonville

♥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology

 Baptist Medical Center Clay, 1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Fleming Island

♥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology

 8705 Perimeter Park Blvd., Suite 8, Jacksonville

Learn more or make an appointment today.

Visit wolfsonchildrens.com/LittleHearts, email wolfsonheart@bmcjax.com  

or call 904.202.8550.

Little hearts 
need BIG 
expertise. 

© Baptist Health 2022

A member of the 

Heart Institute Network partners include
St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital, Tampa, and Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Jacksonville.

Heart Institute Network partners include
St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital, Tampa, and Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Jacksonville.

WCH 40636 Heart New Location RN Ad_v01.indd   1WCH 40636 Heart New Location RN Ad_v01.indd   1 7/15/22   11:13 AM7/15/22   11:13 AM
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Renovations on Fire Rescue Station 10 on 
McDuff Avenue in Riverside reached sub-
stantial completion on Aug. 16, according to 
Director and Fire Chief of Jacksonville Fire 
and Rescue Department Keith Powers. 

Construction on the station began in 
October of last year and the general contractor 
was Auld and White Constructors. The total 
cost for the project was $2.22 million. Some 
minor work remains on the renovations, 

Powers added, including painting the eves, 
reinstalling the structure’s original brass 
gutters and installing stone coping “to match 
the original work on the station.”

After purchasing property behind the 
station and demolishing the structures on 
it, the fire station was able to add two new 
drive-thru bays on its north end to eliminate 
the need for fire engines to pull up and 
back into the bays as they had to do 
previously. 

“It’s safer for the people that are driving up 
and down McDuff and it’s safer for our 
firefighters,” Powers explained. 

Interior renovations on the first floor 
included remodeling work to the kitchen, 
day room and chief’s office. An ADA-compliant 

bathroom was created along with other 
interior updates to the station. 

“Our first responders live in those stations,” 
Powers said. “Our guys work 24 on, 48 off so 
they live in those stations for a 24-hour period 
at a time. So they not only come to work but 
they also eat in those stations, they sleep in 
those stations — it’s just like a regular house 
on the inside — then [they] respond on runs 
as the runs come in, the 911 calls are made. 
So it’s very important that we keep those as 
updated as they need to be.”

This is the second update Station 10 has 
received since it was built in 1927. The first 
renovation, completed in the 1980s, added 
another pair of bays on the north end of the 
station. The two recently-added drive-thru 

bays were built further north of those created 
in that first renovation.

Other stations throughout Jacksonville are 
receiving updates as well. Renovations just 
completed at Station 4 on Duval Street in 
LaVilla and work is currently underway at 
stations 12 and 17 in St. Nicholas and Woodstock, 
respectively. 

Powers added there is also a duty to preserve 
the historical value of some of Jacksonville’s 
stations. Built in 1909, Station #2 in Springfield 
is the oldest working fire station in the state 
of Florida. 

“We have a responsibility to keep these 
older historic buildings in great working 
condition and also not let them deteriorate 
because of the historical value,” he said. 

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

Substantial completion achieved on renovations to Fire Station 10 in Riverside

A rendering of the renovations on Fire Rescue Station 10 in Riverside. Courtesy of the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department. 

contact@tavernasanmarco.com
Simple ingredients.
True flavor.

1986 San Marco Blvd.

904.398.3005
1049 Kings Avenue, 32207   399-4864
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  n  Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m

lindacunningham.com      One Block East of Hendricks Avenue at Prudential Drive

Fall Trunk 
Show 

SepT., 6-10

Resident__Cunningham.8.22.indd   1Resident__Cunningham.8.22.indd   1 8/12/22   10:16 AM8/12/22   10:16 AM

Special Guest Conductor

Jacksonville's Premier Community Music Organization

Announces Season 33

Fabulous Free Concerts!

Complete concert schedule at www.fcwinds.org

Join us on Oct. 15!

Conductor Laureate of the U.S. Coast Guard Band

Lewis Buckley

2022-2023
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Join us on Oct. 15!

Conductor Laureate of the U.S. Coast Guard Band

Lewis Buckley

2022-2023



Tripp 
Newsom

904-234-6117

Seth 
Kimball  

904-270-0210

Christina 
Sampadian  

904-338-2210

Diamond 
Deazle 

954-654-2135

Ethel 
Henry  

904-477-6313

Christina 
Jenkins

904-214-6865

Sonia  
De Los Santos
954-439-5208

Ed 
Akers   

904-651-6676

Tina 
Mattucci

904-710-3641

Wade 
Griffin

904-534-0969

Alan 
Aptheker

904-982-3950

Robert 
Van Cleve

904-535-4420

Keith 
Sowin

904-314-4324

Erica 
Davis

904-219-0954

Mariel 
Benn

703-473-8082

VANGUARD REALTY

Avondale Office: 3610 St. John’s Avenue 904-394-2316

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell  
Banker Real Estate  LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and "We  
Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

this is home.

7781 LENOX AVE - $219,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,452 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

112 GARDEN GATE DR - $699,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,964 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

2200 OCEAN DR S 6-F - $620,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1,168 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

45 E 9TH ST - $395,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,278 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

3072 VILLA VERA CT - $599,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,886 SQFT
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082

3066 VILLA VERA CT - $599,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,886 SQFT
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082

7745 DEERWOOD POINT CT - $575,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 2,505 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

14467 FALLING WATERS DR - $449,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,703 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

3683 ELOISE ST - $869,000
5 BR | 3 BA | 2,552 SQFT
Listed By Alan Aptheker | 904-982-3950

2504 COLLEGE ST - $775,000
4 BR | 3 BA | 2,323 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1678 PINEGROVE AVE - $710,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 2,103 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

11047 RIDGE POINT DR - $395,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,880 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

5663 GREENLAND RD 904 - $275,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,603 SQFT
Listed By Alan Aptheker | 904-982-3950

4373 HEAVEN TREES RD - $985,000
5 BR | 3 FULL BA | 2 HB | 3,410 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE - $1,975,000
4 BR | 3 FULL BA | 2 HB | 3,764 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

Tiffany 
Hebert

904-855-5495

Allison 
Mead

904-678-7355

Megan 
Baker

904-651-2006

Vaughn 
Clark 

904-887-3992

SO
LD

SO
LD

2497 TALL CEDARS RD - $520,000
6 BR | 4 BA | 3,648 SQFT
Listed By Nancy Cusimano | 904-728-0981

TAKING BACKUPS

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

TAKING BACKUPS

TAKING BACKUPS

Glenn 
Guiler

904-707-7712

Nancy Pedrick 
Cusimano

904-728-0981

SO
LD
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A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA OR ONLINE AT www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com. REGISTRATION 

DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION #: CH 34787

Donating is Rad!

Join Jacksonville’s own superhero  
team as they fight to wipe out poverty.

Answer the call at descdefenders.com
Thursday, Oct. 6 2022 | 5:30 p.m | WJCT

The Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) hosted a pair of public meetings last 
month to present a study featuring proposed 
improvements to I-95 from I-10 to Beaver Street. 

The Project Development and Environment 
(PD&E) study presented “options to improve 
safety, capacity, and traffic operations on I-95” 
including adding two 12-foot lanes in each 
direction of the interstate and deck replacement 
and rehabilitation of the Myrtle Avenue Bridge. 
Additional options include “intersection and 
roadway improvements at Church Street, 
Beaver Street, and West Union Street [and] 
potential changes in access to and from I-95 
ramp terminal.”

According to the PD&E study, 1999 was the 
last time I-95 was widened and “no major 
capacity improvements have taken place in 
over 20 years.”

The PD&E phase of the project allows for 
public feedback and community input on the 
proposed changes, creating an opportunity 
for discourse between residents and the FDOT, 
explained FDOT Community Outreach Manager 
Hampton Ray.

“We make adjustments in some cases and 
eventually we move forward with the project 
or, based on feedback, we may not move 
forward with the project,” he said. “…These 
projects, we plan them years in advance. Our 
design year right now is around 2045. So we 

are designing for the future. We’re really 
looking for infrastructure that is going to be 
resilient for years to come.”

As far as where construction will actually 
begin on this corridor of the I-95, Ray said, 
the FDOT is aware of the heavy flow of goods 
and services passing through that stretch of 
the interstate. 

“We’ll definitely be having those conversations 
with the contractor as part of the contract to 
make sure we protect the industries that are 
there in the Rail Yard [District],” he added. 

Jeff Edwards, immediate past president of 
the Rail Yard District Business Council said 
the council has maintained a working rela-
tionship with FDOT for more than three years, 

“providing input from the perspective of the 
Rail Yard District about the improvements 
and changes being suggested for I-95.”

“The Rail Yard District is supplied from those 
interstates by six exits or interchanges and 
it’s critical to the Rail Yard District as an 
economic development tool to maintain good 
access from both I-10 and I-95,” he added. 

“The Rail Yard District Business Council is very 
interested in how the exits and I-95 function, 

in this particular case, in terms of maintaining 
that value.”

Public discourse and input on these types 
of projects is important, Edwards said, because 

“the interstates are the arteries of Jacksonville 
and they feed all the neighborhoods and 
beyond. That access to the interstates is critical 
to the economic welfare to the city and the 
areas closest to the interstate especially.”

The period to submit public comments 
ended on Aug. 19. 

Construction for this project is not expected 
to begin until 2026 — barring any unforeseen 
circumstances — at an estimated cost of $170 
million. Right-of-way procurement — the 
FDOT process of purchasing any necessary 
real estate from private citizens “to accom-
modate for the additional capacity on the 
roadway,” Ray explained —  is scheduled to 
begin in 2024, based on community feedback, 
and $1.3 million has been budgeted for that 
phase of the project. 

When planning these projects and improve-
ments, FDOT takes its cues from local 
entities. 

“We don’t want decisions being made by 
people who do not drive those roads regularly,” 
Ray added. 

In this case, that entity is the North Florida 
Transportation Planning Organization (TPO), 

“the independent regional transportation 
planning agency for Duval, Clay, Nassau and 
St. Johns counties” based in Jacksonville.

“They [North Florida TPO] look 50 years 
ahead and they instruct FDOT where to use 
transportation dollars,” Ray explained. “These 
decisions aren’t being made out in Tallahassee, 
for instance. They’re being made here at the 
local level in Jacksonville for Jacksonville 
residents by Jacksonville leaders and 
policymakers. That was really the purpose of 
the meeting we had last week is to really 
engage with the community and maybe make 
some changes.”

"…These projects, we plan 
them years in advance. Our 
design year right now is 
around 2045. So we are 
designing for the future."

- Hampton Ray
FDOT Community Outreach Manager

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

FDOT rolls out study for I-95 improvements from I-10 to Beaver Street

An excerpt from the Project Handout of Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) PD&E study for the proposed improved 
to I-95 from I-10 to Beaver Street. Courtesy of FDOT. 
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residentnews.net/RAMVendorSpotlight
Our latest WEBSITE Offerings are now 
online, helping raise more awareness  
of local things ‘to do’!
 

Every Saturday, rain or shine…  
join your fellow community members, 
visitors and staff of RAM to celebrate  
a neighborhood asset unlike any other.
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*Names changed to protect client privacy

john and debra Smithjohn and debra Smith** v.   v.  
local glass company,  local glass company,  

Out-of-state glass companyOut-of-state glass company**

$4.5 MILLION
(settlement, 8/17/2021)

orlando valle v.  orlando valle v.  
proficient auto transport, Inc., et alproficient auto transport, Inc., et al

$14.5 MILLION
(verdict, 5/4/2022)

brooke tsao v.  brooke tsao v.  
geico insurance companygeico insurance company

$14.4 MILLION
(verdict, 8/5/2022)

words ARE NICe. 
but numbers 
speak for 
themselves.

your fight is our fight

Personal Injury: Trucking Crash

Personal Injury: Car Accident

Personal Injury: Workplace Negligence
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Third Thursdays | 5 - 8 P.M.
southbank riverwalk

DTJax.com/sipandstroll

2318 Park Street
Jacksonville, FL  32204

904.619.8890

www.seniorcouncellaw.com

GRAB & GO 
MEALS

(904) 388-1743 | 4218 St. Johns Ave.

TerrysToGo.com

Terry’s Kitchen

Florida First Lady Casey DeSantis announced 
the launch of her initiative, Florida Cancer 
Connect, at Jacksonville’s Ackerman Cancer 
Center. 

A cancer survivor herself, declared cancer-free 
in February of this year, DeSantis created this 
initiative in partnership with the Florida 
Department of Health & Florida Agency for 
Health Care Administration. It is a “a centralized 
resource hub for cancer patients, caregivers, 
and loved ones.” 

Available resources at its website — flca-
ncerconnect.com — include cancer screening 
and prevention resources, information on 
navigating healthcare coverage and assistance 
finding local healthcare facilities or cancer 
treatment centers. 

“The more you know, the more you know 
where to go, the more you know about the 
resources and the medications, the better your 
chances are of beating this thing,” DeSantis said. 

Ackerman Cancer Center Medical Director 
Dr. Scot Ackerman spoke of the importance 
of cancer screenings and early detection in 
preventing, diagnosing and treating patients. 

“As you know, cancer screening plays a 
crucial role in preventing cancer and also 
diagnosing cancer early,” he said. “Diagnosing 
cancer early makes it easier to treat and gives 
us as practitioners a better chance to cure our 
patients. What I’ve seen over the years in 
treating thousands of people who have been 
diagnosed with cancer is that those patients 
who are well-informed and have appropriate 
support do better.”

Additional Florida Cancer Connect resources 
for patients and caregivers include stories of 
survival, which provide those crucial elements 
while battling cancer: strength, inspiration 
and hope. 

Survivors are invited to share “letters of 
strength” on the website by submitting a copy 
of their letter to survivor@flcancerconnect.
com with the subject line “Share My Letter of 
Strength.”

“Florida Cancer Connect hopefully will help 
Floridians who have to deal with this disease,” 
said Agency for Health Care Administration 
Secretary Simone Marstiller. “One stop, one 
place to go, a lot of information, a lot of support. 
I want to encourage everyone who’s out there 
who wants to either share their stories or share 
support for folks who are going through cancer, 
please, please send an e-mail to survivor@
flcancerconnect.com. These stories mean so 
very much to the people, the families who are 
going through this illness and this ordeal.” 

In 2018, according to the Florida Cancer 
Connect website, “more than 132,000 new 
cancer diagnoses were reported to the statewide 
cancer registry.”

Florida Cancer Connect was launched on 
Aug. 3. 

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

First Lady of Florida unveils Florida Cancer Connect
Ackerman Cancer Center welcomed guests and survivors for kickoff

First Lady, Casey DeSantis shared her personal story of a 
cancer journey to ‘cancer free’

Dr. Scot Ackerman speaks about his passion for caring for 
cancer patients
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PINK RIBBON SYMPOSIUM

Date
Save
theDate
Save
the

Thrasher Horne Conference Center | 9AM - 1PM

OCTOBER 1, 2022

G U E S T  S P E A K E R / C O M E D I A NG U E S T  S P E A K E R / C O M E D I A N

Gwen TempletonGwen Templeton
“Laughter is

the Best

Medicine”

4194 SAN JUAN AVENUE
904-387-3555

W AT S O N R E A LT Y C O R P. C O M

WE’RE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
 AVONDALE • ORTEGA • RIVERSIDE • MURRAY HILL

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
O V E R  5 5  Y E A R S 

Flo  
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904-654-6830

Rosemary 
Murphy
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Kyle  
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904-304-9499
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Bowen

904-673-9857

Logan
Evans

904-994-0274

Russell  
Grooms

904-631-3411

Ryan 
L’Heureux

352-302-1231

Dillon 
Mills

904-864-8139

Dave 
Shortz

904-219-7495

Keith  
Waldrip
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Reggie  
Fountain

904-635-3347

Christy  
Hilpert

904-252-9615

Crystal 
Maass

904-742-3232

Bahman  
Nakhai

904-463-6600

Victoria  
St- Clair

904-894-9600

Lorri
Reynolds

Broker

Veronica
 Barnes

904-881-4083 

Terri  
Cornell

904-613-6162

Candice
Gann

904-502-7054

Jesika  
Johnson

904-891-2703 

Hugh  
Mattox

904-535-7941

Debbie  
Sapp

904-662-9030

Linda 
Overstreet 

904-868-7390

Carolyn 
Tatum

904-339-3114

Tony  
Tindol

904-303-8564

“Most people don’t realize that the 
Environmental Quality Division only has 10 
people in it,” Adkins said. “These studies are 
good because they will be able to record smells 
when people aren’t available to get there.”

Some Murray Hill residents think the odor 
is coming from an IFF factory located at 
2051 North Lane Avenue, about five miles 
away. IFF is a global fragrance company that 
uses by-products from the paper-making 
process to make ingredients for fine fragrances 
and products for personal, fabric and home 
care. The sulfur and turpentine used in its 
processes are discharged in wastewater.  

IFF has denied that its factory is the source 
of the odor and is seeking to have a lawsuit 
brought by Murray Hill homeowners dismissed. 
The homeowners claimed in a January 2022 
lawsuit that the factory is responsible for 
smelly emissions that are damaging property 
values and destroying their quality of life.

The homeowners re-filed the class action 
lawsuit against IFF earlier this year after a 
similar lawsuit was tossed out by a federal 
judge. 

“Our initial case that was filed in federal 
court was dismissed on procedural grounds 
because the court found that it did not have 
jurisdiction,” said Laura L. Sheets, a partner 
in Liddle Sheets Coulson P.C. that represents 
the homeowners.

“We are aware of the Envirosuite study. At 
this point, it is our position that there is 
nothing about that study that helps or hurts 
our position in the lawsuit,” she said.

“The main culprit for the smell that residents 
have been describing as a chemical smell 
is turpine,” said Josh Gellers, Ph.D., LEED 
Green associate and associate professor in 
the Department of Political Science and 
Public Administration at the University of 
North Florida. Gellers lives in Murray Hill.

“Turpine is a kind of volatile organic 
compound (VOC),” he said.

Each Envirosuite sensor measures three 
different types of air pollutants: NH3 
(ammonia), H2S (hydrogen sulfide that 
smells like rotten eggs), and VOCs (a range 
of chemical compounds including turpene).

“If you look at the data for June, there is a 
huge spike in VOCs recorded between the 
hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. by RHD 1 – eNose 
8 sensor, which is not either of the eNose 
sensors placed near IFF, when the wind is 
at its lowest ebb of the day,” said Gellers. “At 
the same time, there is no guarantee that 
the VOC being captured here is turpene. It 
could be something else. All of this is to say 
that it is not clear that IFF is the culprit 
according to the June report.”

Adkins reports that the sensors are located 
as follows: eNose 1, 228 Normandy Blvd. & 
Cassat Ave.; eNose 2, 1520 Van Wert Ave.; 
eNose 3, 2512 Post St.; eNose 4, 5909 W 5th 
St.; eNose 5, 1550 Ellis Rd. N; eNose 6, 5730 
Hwy. Ave.; eNose 7, 5605 W. Beaver St.; eNose 
8, 5358 Ramona Blvd.; eNose 9, 624 Beauty 
Rest Ave.; eNose 10, 1201 Wolfe St.; and 
eNose 11, 3524 Ola St. Met Tower locations 
are 845 Ellis Rd. and 3620 Bedford Rd.

 “This [Envirosuite study] is just another 
tool we’re using,” said Adkins. “We are still 
taking complaints, and we use JEPB Rule 1 
for follow-up.”

JEPB Rule 1, which details procedures for 
filing and verifying citizen odor complaints, 
requires each complaint of odors received 
by phone to be recorded. If complaint 
specifically identifies the source of the odor, 
JEPB will notify the source of the complaint 
and send an investigator to the location to 
record data about the odor. 

JEPB has to receive, validate and verify a 
minimum of five complaints from separate 
households in a 90-day period to begin a 
citation process against the source. The 
information from the Envirosuite sensors 
will be matched with complaints. All the 
data taken together will more accurately 
pinpoint the problem and lead to a solution.

“We need for residents to continue to 
complain,” Adkins said. “Right now, complaints 
are down, and we don’t know why. Is the 
odor lessening, or are they just not reporting 
the odor? People may be getting complacent.”

While complaints may be less currently, 
that doesn’t mean residents are still not 
detecting odors. In fact, residents in urban 
neighborhoods such as Ortega, San Marco, 
Springfield and Brentwood have complained.

“What is this awful smell outside?” said 
Lee Ann Rummell in a Nextdoor app post 
on Aug. 15, 2022. “It feels toxic and smells 
like insecticide meets bad sewer odor. Is it 
safe to be breathing outside?” 

Rummell lives in the San Marco area. 
Others in her neighborhood replied to her 
post noting that they felt nauseous throughout 
the night with sinuses burning and that the 
smell was horrible as they were leaving the 
Lakewood Publix. The smell was described 
as like insecticide or like that of a decomposing 
dead animal or a Pinesol smell or even like 
a dead skunk.

“Neighbors can help us track the odor by 
calling it in immediately by phone to 630-
CITY (2489) or electronically at www.myjax.
custhelp.com. The study sensors can be 
moved if calls reporting an odor provide 
evidence for a better location,” said Randy 
DeFoor, City Council member for District 
14, which includes Murray Hill.

Call 630-CITY (2489) or submit your 
complaint at www.myjax.custhelp.com. 
Email odor@ResidentNews.net to help us 
keep our readers informed.

MURRAY HILL ODOR
CONTINUED FROM COVER ... 
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NEW CLIENT SPECIAL 
GET 3 PRIVATE PILATES SESSIONS WITH $100

CREDIT TOWARDS ANY CLASS PACKAGE FOR $200!

4591 Lakeside Drive, Suite 103 Jacksonville, FL 32210
www.synergypilatesPT.com (904) 387-9355 

Have you been thinking about elevating your fitness? Wonder if Pilates is
as good as everyone says? At Synergy we have the best deal in town to

begin your journey exploring the benefits of Pilates!!

Our Specialties Include: Pelvic Health, Spinal Health, Brain Health, Dance Medicine,
Myofascial Release, Balance Training/Fall Prevention

Call Us Today To Schedule Your Appointments!

Construction on the Fuller Warren Bridge 
expansion and its shared-use path — as part 
of the improvements to the I-10/I-95 inter-
change —  began in 2017. Six years later, work 
on the bridge’s pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly 
path is near completion and it is expected 
to open this fall amid much fanfare on both 
sides of the St. Johns River. 

When the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) first presented its 
proposal to expand the bridge, Riverside 
Avondale Preservation (RAP) Executive 
Director Shannon Blankinship recalled it 
being met with opposition. 

“Most people who showed up to the public 
meetings were like, ‘We don’t need an 
expanded Fuller Warren Bridge; we don’t 
need any extra lane,’” she said.

Once the idea of also installing a shared-
use path along the bridge was introduced, 
though, Blankinship said the opposition very 
quickly switched to support for the idea and 
thus began the six-year process of designing 
and constructing a separate lane for pedes-
trians and cyclists to safely cross the St. Johns 
River from San Marco to Riverside and vice 
versa. 

FDOT Community Outreach Manager 
Hampton Ray said the department carefully 
considers community feedback on every 

project proposal and, if possible, incorporates 
public suggestions into that project. Adding 
the shared-use path to the Fuller Warren 
Bridge expansion is a prime example of the 
process of community discourse working, 
he explained.

“I’m really excited for it — I think it’s gonna 
be a great community feature,” added Ray. 

“I’m from Jacksonville and I love Jacksonville…
To be able to bike or walk across the bridge, 
it’s gonna be a really great feature.”

Preserving the space beneath the Fuller 
Warren Bridge for the Riverside Arts Market 
(RAM) and ensuring it would not be reduced 
or otherwise impacted by the construction 
was a primary concern for RAP and the 
Riverside community, Blankinship said, 
adding that “luckily we were able to have 
compliance with” protecting that space.

“That was very challenging,” she said. “It 
meant getting barges to hold a lot of the 
equipment. It meant having lease agreements 
with nearby adjacent facilities and really 
making things, I would say, more burdensome 
on the construction team in order to accom-
modate every Saturday from 6 to 6 not having 
any impact on the footprint of the RAM.”

The knowledge that this shared-use path 
would soon be providing a point of access 
to Riverside and Avondale for people on foot 
or bike was the impetus for the newly 
announced Riverside Avondale Cultural 
Trail: Knowing people would be dropped off 
in the neighborhood, possibly with little or 
no knowledge of what was within their 
immediate vicinity spurred RAP to create its 
own trail for these people to continue to 
follow and experience the neighborhoods. 

“Having this sort of cultural trail right here 
where people access our neighborhood 
from the shared-use path and the Post Street 
Day Dock is gonna allow them to quickly 
connect to the important cultural, historical 
and artistic pursuits and meaningfulness 
of some of the sites in the Five Points area,” 
she explained. “The Five Points Merchant 
Area, Memorial Park, the Garden Club, 
Riverside Row, the Cummer, the Riverside 
Arts Market. These are all things where 
they’re destinations in and of themselves, 
but they’re not necessarily connected to 
each other unless people know about the 
nearby amenities.”

On the other side of the river, Zim Boulos, 
an emeritus director of the San Marco 
Preservation Society (SMPS) recalled initial 
discussions on where the path would end 
on the San Marco side. Initially, he said, 
FDOT’s plans showed the path “connecting 
to the Palm Avenue intersection, which we 
felt was too dangerous,” he explained in an 
e-mail.

Boulos explained that then-Councilwoman 
Lori Boyer — now CEO of Jacksonville’s 
Downtown Investment Authority — arranged 
talks with SMPS, FDOT, and executives with 
Baptist Medical Center, Nemours Children’s 
Hospital to send the path behind Nemours 
Children’s Hospital, where it would connect 
to the San Marco exercise loop.

“We thought it would be great to have such 
an exercise loop on our south side of the 
river so that more people could experience 
the pre-dawn beauty of San Marco,” Boulos 
wrote. “Lori Boyer and LeAnna Cumber 
worked with Keith Tickell of Baptist Medical 

Center during the construction of the MD 
Anderson Cancer Center to build the first 
segment of the loop along Nira Street. The 
bike path will connect to the Nira Street 
segment, then cross Hendricks and Kings 
Avenue and will eventually connect to a 
future section that will go past the News4Jax 
building, then alongside the RiversEdge 
District development, where it will then 
connect to the existing Riverwalk.”

Blankinship said both RAP and SMPS have 
been working to organize celebrations on 
both ends of the shared-use path once it 
opens. 

“For the grand opening celebration, we 
are planning to partner with San Marco 
Preservation Society and host a market on 
both sides of the river and then ways for 
folks on the San Marco side and the Riverside 
side to both access the shared use path at 
the same time and meet in the middle for 
some fun photos and venture to the other 
side and just experience the shared use path 
for the first time and have a reason to walk 
to the other side from wherever your starting 
point is,” she said. 

As far as when exactly that will be, it is still 
unclear. 

In an email on Aug. 22, Ray confirmed 
FDOT is still anticipating a fall opening for 
the shared-use path “weather and unforeseen 
circumstances permitting,” although a 
concrete date is as of yet unavailable. 

“There’s an old saying,” Boulos wrote. “‘One 
generation plants a tree and the next gener-
ation enjoys the shade.’ Hopefully this pathway 
will be enjoyed for years to come by all those 
who come after us."

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

Excitement builds across the river as Fuller Warren Shared-Use Path nears completion

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR

Avondale/Ortega Metropolitan

Cell: 904-434-9777
cececummings.com

Florida Network
Realty

3585 Richmond Street  /  3 Beds  /  3 Baths  /  2,482 sq. ft.

$995,000

JUST SOLD

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

"A home is one of the most important assets that most  
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust."

~Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.



N E W  B E G I N N I N G S

Sulzbacher provides NEW BEGINNINGS for your struggling neighbors. From a new 
apartment to a new job, Sulzbacher is there to help people out of homelessness and 
keep them there by providing Housing, Healthcare, and most importantly, Hope.

Co-Chairs: Martha Barrett & Brenton Farwell 
Honorary Chairs:  Darnell Smith & Councilman Ronald B. Salem

Sponsorships start at $1,000

For more information call (904) 568-8351 or email  
EileenBriggs@SulzbacherJax.org.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022 • 5:00pm
Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts

Co-Presenting Sponsors:

MINIMUM LOGO WIDTH
40mm / 1.58in is the safest minimum size.
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5939 Roosevelt Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32244
ALF# 12509
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

FOR THE 4TH YEARFOR THE 4TH YEAR

09.11.01
904-387-4814904-387-4814

bwmarineconstruction.com
4611 Lakeside DriveEstablished 1981

 Celebrating 40 years serving  
our customers and community!

We  W i l l  N E V E R  F o r g e t

www.quiltfestjax.com
DONATE • VOLUNTEER • AUCTION

PRIME OSBORN
CONVENTION CENTER

Chef Sam and Kiley Efron, the husband-and-wife team behind Taverna, 
will open Taverna Oceana in early 2023. The new raw bar and seafood-
focused concept will be conveniently located next door to their existing 
concept located in San Marco Square.

Taverna Oceana’s dining room will offer a more intimate experience 
than Taverna, perfect for happy hours, date nights, or evenings with 
friends. This new concept will offer approximately 78 seats, including a 
robust private dining space serving as the main focal point upon entering 
the space. There will also be an exposed Oyster and Champagne bar, with 
seating in front of the shucking station for guests to enjoy a live show. 
This buildout will allow the Taverna team to have a larger prep kitchen 
and enhance their existing catering capabilities for both in-house and 
offsite events.

To bring Taverna Oceana to life, the Efrons will work with Jacksonville-
based architecture, interior, and design firm, Design Cooperative (DCOOP). 
The design will be an extension of Taverna and the spaces will be connected 
via an open passageway between concepts. Taverna Oceana will incorporate 
ambient lighting and rustic finishes to provide a warm and inviting 
atmosphere with inspired elements such as custom hand-painted oyster 
shells and modern  decorative lighting fixtures throughout.  

At Taverna Oceana, you can expect the same consistency and quality 
that you have come to know and love with Taverna. The thoughtfully 
designed menu will bring patrons the freshest seasonal seafood from our 
oceans. Offerings will include a variety of fresh fish and shellfish, as well 
as plenty of items for non-seafood lovers. While designing the menu, 
Chef Sam and his team have been inspired by Asian, Latin, Mediterranean 
and American regional flavors. The menu will surprise and delight while 
offering a few familiar favorites. 

Upon opening, Taverna Oceana will offer lunch and dinner Tuesday 
through Saturday, Sunday brunch, and daily happy hour. Private dining 
and special events will remain key service offerings for both restaurant 
concepts.

Efron Family to Introduce Taverna Oceana in Early 2023
Taverna Oceana is a raw bar and seafood-focused restaurant adjacent to Taverna’s existing location  

Amy Davis joined the Advancement Team at 
Bishop Kenny High School as the new Director 
of Major Gifts and Events. Davis was formerly 
the Vice President of Philanthropy at Community 
Hospice & Palliative Care and has worked in 
fundraising for more than 30 years.  Davis is 
excited about her transition to BK, stating, “I 
look forward to developing the major gifts 
program to support the educational and 
athletic exigency for the students and their 
families at Bishop Kenny.” 

Davis is active in the community as a 
member of the San Marco Rotary, Jacksonville 
Women’s Network, and a sustaining member 
of the Junior League of Jacksonville. She also 
serves as the public relations chair at Henricks 
Avenue Baptist Church. In her free time, she 
enjoys gardening, traveling with friends and 
family, and spending time with her two dogs, 
Kate and Audrey. 

Davis joins Bishop Kenny 
High School team

Amy Davis
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256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

Have You Seen the 

Art 
in Taliaferro Hall?

THE COLOR OF LAW  
Exhibition on the Impact of Redlining

Presented in partnership with  
Historic Eastside Cultural Center

Through September 12
 

FLOW 
Doug Eng Photography

September 18 – November 13
Exhibitions are free and open to the 

 public. Call the office for hours.
All art is for sale through the  

Cathedral Bookstore and Gift Shop.

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

Historic Neighborhoods 
Are Our Passion

AGENT SPOTLIGHT

What made you become a Realtor?
In the midst of the pandemic, I was going through life 
changes, while shopping for my first house. My Realtor, 
Ellen Wilson, was such a bright light in a dark time, and 
I wanted to be that for somebody else. My love for 
Jacksonville history, and background in hospitality  
made this career a perfect fit.

Favorite Spot In Jacksonville?
Hannah Park Beach & Campgrounds. It’s my go to spot for 
hammock hangs, adventure, and family camping.

Real Estate Win?
This month I closed $1.5 million in Real Estate sales, and 
as if that weren’t great enough, I had the honor of helping 
my newlywed best friends move into their dream home!

Listing AgentListing Agent
Rebecca WintersRebecca Winters

Listing AgentListing Agent
Heather BuckmanHeather Buckman

11742 MAGNOLIA FALLS DRIVE - $529,900 
4 BR / 3 BA / 2,871 SQFT.

2905 RIVERSIDE AVENUE - $745,000 
4 BR / 2.5 BA / 3,004 SQFT.

WELCOME HOME to this gorgeous, 4 bedroom/3 bath 
Mandarin home that has been loved and well maintained 
with an upstairs BONUS room that can be easily converted 
to a 5th bedroom with its own bathroom. You’re greeted by 
beautiful landscaping, a newly upgraded driveway, and a 
freshly painted home. A large kitchen with walk-in pantry, 
SS appliances, and split floor plan that would be perfect 
for family time or even guests and entertaining.

If these walls could talk, they would tell the story of decades 
of Friday night dinners in the massive living room where artists, 
community figures and neighbors gathered together to share 
a meal and good conversation. They would tell the story of 
luxurious evenings on the expansive front porch, a sweet tea in 
hand. They would tell the story of rooms spacious and sunny, 
ready for a new family to create memories. This prairie-style 
home was built in 1914 and is perfect for entertaining.

ALEXANDRIA BROWN 
Realtor - Local Journalist
904-662-1274
alexandria@cowfordrealty.com

Melanie D. Patz has been named president 
and chief executive officer of United Way of 
Northeast Florida. A respected community 
and nonprofit leader, Patz currently serves 
as vice president of community investment 
and impact at Baptist Health and previously 
served as vice president of community impact 
for United Way. Patz will assume the 
organization’s top post Sept. 26. 

  “After a thorough national search, we’ve 
identified an exceptional person to lead our 
United Way, build on the impact of its work 
and strengthen its relationships with our 

community, including its business, government and nonprofit partners,” 
said Lisa Palmer, chair of United Way of Northeast Florida and president 
and chief executive officer of Regency Centers. “Melanie is a proven leader 
and a natural collaborator who strives to bring people together. She has a 
unique understanding of our community’s challenges and a history of 
success in developing solutions to address them. We’re so excited to welcome 
her back to the team and eager for Melanie to bring her innovative vision 
for United Way to life, changing lives in Jacksonville and the entire region. 

  “United Way plays a critical role in our community, and its impact 
throughout its nearly 100-year history is far-reaching,” said Patz. “It’s an 
honor to take the helm of an organization that has benefitted so many 
individuals and families in our region and meant so much to me personally. 
I am excited to lead this team and, together with our partners, we will 
continue to innovate and work toward our vision of a community of 
opportunity for everyone in Northeast Florida.”

  Patz will replace former United Way President and CEO Michelle Braun, 
who retired in April. Chief Financial Officer Robin Abbott has served as 
interim CEO since Braun’s departure.

United Way of Northeast Florida 
names Melanie Patz as CEO 
Current Baptist Health and former United Way 
executive brings over 25 years of nonprofit 
experience and community commitment to the role 

Melanie Patz

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida 
has promoted Latrice Wright to Executive Assistant, 
Office of the President, effective August 1, 2022.  In 
her new position, Latrice is the primary support for 
Foundation President Nina Waters as well as the 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees. Latrice also assists 
the Foundation’s Vice President, Civic Leadership, 
Wanda Willis in her work, serving as a key liaison for 
initiatives such as the LGBTQ Community Fund for 
Northeast Florida and the A.L. Lewis Black Opportunity 
& Impact Fund. Latrice succeeds Sally Pettegrew, 
who retired at the end of July.

Latrice has more than 35 years of experience in 
organizational management in the non-profit sector. 
She was hired to be the Administrative Assistant for 
Finance and Administration and was promoted to 
Office Manager in 2020. 

“Since joining the Foundation, Latrice has consis-
tently used her experience and talents to facilitate 
organizational effectiveness and efficiency,” noted 
Nina Waters, president of The Community Foundation.  

“As we continue to grow and to embrace more oppor-
tunities for leadership, Latrice’s abilities will be even 
more important as we seek to fulfill our mission of 
stimulating philanthropy to be a better community.”

Wright promoted to Executive 
Assistant, Office of the President 

Latrice Wright
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Purveyor of  

fine hardware,  

plumbing &  

lighting fixtures  

for over 80 years!

904.389.6659
Monday - Friday | 8am – 5pm
4048 Herschel Street | Jacksonville

ONLY AT

RayWare.comPRODUCED BY THE WOMEN’S BOARD TO 
BENEFIT WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Tickets on sale now! Call 904.202.2886 
or visit thefloridaforum.com.

TODAY Show Co-Host, 
Best-Selling Author

Presented by

Best-Selling Author, 
Head of the Global Magnitsky 
Justice Campaign

Presented by 

Eleven time Olympic Medalist, 
Successful Businesswoman

Presented by

BILL BROWDER

September 20, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.

JENNA BUSH HAGER 

November 8, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

ALLYSON FELIX

January 18, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.

Not even the Florida heat could stop Santa Claus from making a stop at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville to distribute toys donated by generous community 
members for Christmas in July. The 11th annual toy and donation drive, presented by 
Subaru of Jacksonville, lasted the entire month of July with Santa making his special 
visit on July 25, 2022. 

During this year’s Christmas in July, people from Jacksonville and far beyond donated 
1,739 toys, with a total estimated value of $22,627. Additionally, throughout July gen-
erous donors gave $21,120.25 in financial gifts online. The funds will be used to purchase 
toys for Wolfson Children’s patients.

The Child Life specialists and music therapists at Wolfson Children’s Hospital use 
toys and games to help normalize the hospital experience and teach kids and teens 
about their conditions and procedures they will undergo. Additionally, toys help babies 
and younger children continue to develop physically and cognitively on track during 
their hospital stays. 

“The toys certainly help provide entertainment for the children in the hospital, but 
the benefits extend so much further,” said Susan Kinnebrew, CCLS, associate director 
of Family Support Services at Wolfson Children’s. “They provide children with a small 
sense of normalcy when everything else around them is different, and help introduce 
them to unfamiliar medical equipment. We’re so grateful the community continues 
to support these children and the outstanding teams that dedicate their lives to 
caregiving.”

Michael D. Aubin, FACHE, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital and chief 
philanthropy officer of the Baptist Health Foundation, said, “I’m continually astounded 
by the generosity of our community and the support from organizations and businesses 
like Subaru of Jacksonville. Every person who donated to Christmas in July can rest 
assured knowing their gift truly made a difference to a child in the hospital.”

Florida heat didn’t stop Santa

The Jacksonville Chapter of National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) presented a certificate of recognition to the Watson Realty Corp. for its service 
to the community. Watson Realty Corp. has allowed 501c organizations, including the 
Jacksonville Chapter DAR, to use its meeting room when available at no charge to the 
organization.

"We are so fortunate to have a wonderful relationship with Watson Realty and are 
blessed to have their support. When available, we have a place to have meetings and 
presentations that allow us to equip and educate our members"  said Chapter Regent 
Betty Reed.

DAR recognizes Watson Realty for Community Service

Connie Taylor, JoAnne Miller, (forward) Lorri, Reynolds Representing Watson, (partly hidden) Linda Youman, Anita 
Eastman, (forward) Betty Reed, Sandy Thompson, Earlene Schanze

The Woman’s Club of Jacksonville presented scholarships to 20 area women recently 
at their luncheon.  Each received $3,000.00 to be used for educational expenses at 
Florida schools. 

Six recipients will be attending UNF, four to University of Florida, two each to FSCJ 
and UCF, and one each to FL A&M, Florida Southern and Jacksonville University. The 
young women are studying psychology, chemistry, English, library science, ecology, 
computer related programs, food science, criminal justice, business, funeral services, 
pharmacology, nursing, and international studies. 

The scholarship winners are Khelsea Boyd, Madeline Clark, Hannah Corbat, Aryana 
Correa, Zehna Correa, Sarah Crooks, Emily Dougherty, Allyson Exum, NaJa Haynes-
Williams, Charlotte Holley, Miranda Howley, Allison Johnson, Jaclyn Pendleton, Janna 
Rabanal, Jacqueline Small, Jalynn Small, Hannah Vanover, Jazmyn White, Shaunna 
White and Kanani Wilson. 

Scholarships awarded to twenty 
special recipients
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Small business owners make decisions every 
day that not only impact their bottom line, 
but also impact the lives of their employees 
and their families. 

Selecting and providing a group healthcare 
plan for their company is one such decision. 
A group of 21 consultants have recently 
published, “Life and Death Decisions in the 
C-Suite: How the U.S. Insurance System Puts 
Your Employees’ Lives and Health at Serious 
Risk…and How You Can Fix It,” a book to help 
business owners approach these decisions 
with cost-saving results for their companies 
and their workers.

“It’s a collaborative effort of like-minded 
strategy consultants,” Avondale resident and 
contributing writer Michael Smith explained. 

“…the thought was as we come out of this pandemic, as we go into this 
inflationary period, we need to put something into the CFO’s hands, 
the owners hands, to help them understand how to control their 
healthcare spending.”

Released in December 2021, “Life and Death Decisions in the C-Suite” 
discusses various strategies, approaches and solutions business owners 
can implement to “…improve the quality of healthcare for your employees 
and their families while substantially lowering your healthcare costs.”

Smith’s practice, The Benefits Department, works with small business 
owners to better navigate the complex healthcare system and “find 
ways to cut costs, free up capital for more jobs and growth and bring 
down out-of-pocket costs so these working families can get real 
insurance.”

A member of Florida-based First Coast Manufacturers Association 
and executive director of its Florida Manufacturers Health Consortium, 
Smith is passionate about his work and his book. 

“I wake up in the morning and I think about this, about freeing up 
capital and bringing medical justice,” he said.

“Life and Death Decisions in the C-Suite” is available on Amazon.

NORVILLE REALTY SELLS NORTHEAST FLORIDA!

CATHLEEN  
LEE

904.505.3468

VICKI 
FLANNERY

904.334.2008

CHRISTINE 
ALLMAND

904.537.1236

SCOTT
FORTENBERRY
904.309.3564

WINFIELD 
 DUSS

904.710.7948

LEE  
NORVILLE

904.707.3030

LISA ANTHONY 
TUCKER

904.868.6056

DAVID
TAYLOR

904.424.3946

SHEFFIELD  
SLIER 

904.525.0816

TOY 
SCOTT

904.699.4621

JOHN 
FOX

904.699.2619

ELLEN
WILSON

904.445.1846

LINDA
SHEPHERD

904.955.0442

BILL 
SHEFFIELD

904.445.8340

CONGRATS TO OUR  CONGRATS TO OUR  
SALES LEADER!SALES LEADER!

NORVILLEREALTY.COM
(904) 388-4400 

5335 ORTEGA BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL

Proudly serving  
homeowners in NE  

Florida for over 35 years.  

RESPECTED, 
EXPERIENCED, 

PROFESSIONAL. 
 

904.465.4987  |  William.Milne@myccmortgage.com

NMLS ID #648915

William Milne 
Senior Loan Officer

Contact me to learn  
more about home 
financing solutions.

Magnificent 1916 gem, painstakingly restored to its  
former glory. Three stories and 4,070SF of architectural  

authenticity, with off-street parking for 7 cars + ADA space.
OAK STREET • $1,400,000

LEE NORVILLE:  904.707.3030

PREMIERE RIVERSIDE RESIDENCE/OFFICE

LEE
GUDAL DAVIS

904.608.6881

LEE GUDAL DAVIS:  904.608.6881

HISTORIC KAHLER CONDOMINIUM

Klutho designed 1936 condo with vintage charm and 
modern features. Updated kitchen and baths, original wood 

floors, 1,385SF, 2BR, 2BA, one block from St. Johns River! 
ST. JOHNS AVENUE • $400,000

BILL SHEFFIELD:  904.445.8340

Spectacular river views from every room in this 9th floor 
“Clipper” floorplan, largest in the building with 3BR 2.5BA, 
2,190SF. Fun, friendly atmosphere with amenities galore!

LAKESIDE DRIVE • $735,000

ORTEGA YACHT CLUB

DAVID TAYLOR:  904.424.3946 

Wow! Over 1 acre on the Ortega River with 3/2 brick ranch 
home, A-rated John Stockton Elementary school district, 

gleaming hardwood floors. Make it your dream home!
ORTEGA FOREST DR • $565,000

AFFORDABLE ORTEGA WATERFRONT

MURRAY HILL BUNGALOW

Charming brick bungalow with 3BR, 1BA and 1,493SF was 
formerly an artist’s studio.  Enjoy the whimsical murals & 
eclectic décor or transform into your own masterpiece!

KERLE STREET • $234,999

COZY LAKESHORE COTTAGE

Freshly painted and move-in ready with gleaming hard-
wood floors! 2BR 1BA, 800SF home just waiting for your 

finishing touches! Perfect starter home, rental or Airbnb!
DUNDEE ROAD • $195,000

SHEFFIELD SLIER:  904.525.0816 SHEFFIELD SLIER:  904.525.0816 

St. John’s Cathedral is proud to present a themed exhibition of the photography of Douglas Eng in its 
Taliaferro Hall art gallery starting September 18 and running through November 13, 2022. The exhibit 
is showcases the masterful works of the local Jacksonville artist and fine art photographer titled; FLOW: 
Douglas Eng Photography.

The early Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, noted that the world and those who live in it are in a state 
of perpetual flux, of perpetual flow. But thanks to the medium of photography a moment in that flow 
can be captured. Indeed, Douglas Eng has set about capturing such images. Like the “spots in time,” 
as Wordsworth described his effort to capture important moments in his life, Eng captures important 
moments in what we call Nature. The photographs in this exhibition capture the breathtaking beauty 
of moments in the ongoing flux of the life of our planet. 

The images in this exhibition were chosen with the purpose of illustrating the flow and flux in our 
environment. But when one steps back from any image in the exhibition, one must also be amazed 
and delighted by the sheer beauty that Eng captures for us. Moreover, we are privileged in the exhibition 
to see aspects of our world through Eng’s sensitive eye and his mastery of the art of photography that 
we would miss on our own.

FLOW: Doug Eng Photography is a not-to-be-missed opportunity to delight in the beauty of the 
lived environment of our planet through the lens of this perceptive Jacksonville photographer. The 
Gallery in Taliaferro Hall is open to the public throughout the week (M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and on 
Sundays (9 a.m. to Noon). All art is for sale through the Cathedral Bookstore and Gift Shop.

Eng set to debut photographic exhibit
Delivering the world through the eyes of a master

Avondale resident 
Michael Smith is one of 
more than 20 consultants 
from across the country 
to co-author “Life and 
Death Decisions in the 
C-Suite,” which released 
in December 2021. Photo 
courtesy of Michael Smith.

A matter of “Life and Death 
Decisions in the C-Suite”
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The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida has 
promoted Tom Caron to Vice President, Donor Services. 
Tom joined The Community Foundation in February 
2021 as Director, Donor Services, after more than a 
decade of donor experience and nonprofit leadership.

Tom has quickly become an integral part of the Donor 
Services team and has taken on increasing responsibility 
in recent months. Tom’s new position as Vice President, 
Donor Services includes stewardship of existing donors 
as well as creating and delivering compelling donor 
education programming, managing the Donor Services 
team and nurturing relationships with our giving circles 
as well as our next generation of donors.  

“Tom has demonstrated his full support for TCF fund 
holders since his very first day on the job, and we are 
delighted he has embraced this opportunity to grow 
with our Foundation,” noted Nina Waters, president of 
The Community Foundation. “He is passionate about 
helping generous people realize their philanthropic 
vision and has already proven to be a huge asset in 
helping us maintain our reputation as a leader in Donor 
Services.” 

Tom Caron Named Vice 
President, Donor Services at 
The Community Foundation 
for Northeast Florida 

Tom Caron
Colonel Mike Galloucis, USA, Retired of St. Nicholas was recently honored 
during a farewell ceremony at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. Presiding was Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Denis R. McDonough, who recognized Galloucis for his 40+ years of 
service to the U.S.

“On behalf of our senior leadership team and VA’s dedicated workforce 
who do so much every day for America’s nearly 18 million veterans, thank 
you for your incredible service to our country,” said McDonough.

In 1980, Galloucis was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant on the top deck 
of the USS Constitution in Boston after completing the Army ROTC program 
at Northeastern University. During his 30-year active Army career, Galloucis 
moved 13 times, served a total of 8 years overseas, and was selected on 
multiple occasions to lead Army units at different levels, including a Brigade 
Task Force in Iraq for 15 months. Earlier in his military career, he was on 
duty inside the Pentagon in the Army Operations Center on 9/11. In 2010, 
Galloucis received the Distinguished Service Medal at his Army retirement 
ceremony. He was inducted into the U.S. Army Military Police Corps Hall 
of Fame in 2020. From 2021-2022, Galloucis served as a member of the 
federal government’s Senior Executive Service in a variety of leadership 
positions in different states.

“I can’t believe how fast the time has gone. The pillars that have served as 
my foundation all those years are what I call ‘three F’s and a C,’ which stands 
for faith, family, friends, and country,” Galloucis said.

Galloucis honored in D.C. for 40+ years of service

Denis R. McDonough and Mike Galloucis, Washington, D.C. 2022 (photo by Gene Russell)

The Board of Directors of the 
Jacksonville Historical Society 
announced that Betty Burney has 
joined the 17 member board. 

A Jacksonville native, Burney 
is founder and executive director 
of I’M A STAR Foundation, Inc. 
since 2012. She was a member of 
the Duval County Public Schools 
and was executive director of 
Project Reach Foundation, Inc., 
2002-2004.

Burney holds a bachelor’s degree 
in public affairs from the University 
of Miami and a master’s in public 
administration from Northern 
Illinois University.

Burney joins 
Jacksonville 
Historical 
Society

Betty Burney
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Purchase Tickets at
JaxHumane.org/toast

SEPTEMBER 28, 2022
At TIAA Bank FieldToast

Animals
TO
THE

24TH ANNUAL

Honoring Kristine Cherek
and Kirk Larsen

SPECIALIZING IN ANTIQUE RESTORATION
Call 904.435.3379

Leadership Jacksonville, an organization that educates, connects and inspires diverse leaders 
to build and strengthen their communities, announced its 2022-23 officers and new members 
added to its board of directors. The Leadership Jacksonville Board of Directors is led by 
President Michael Howland, President and Chief Executive Officer, Jacksonville Speech and 
Hearing Center.

In addition to the election of Howland as board president, Leadership Jacksonville announced 
the election of the following officers to the board:

• President-Elect:  Linda Lindenmoyer, Vice President, Relocation, Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty

• Secretary/Treasurer: Cynthia Griffin, Vice President, Medicare Pharmacy Programs, 
Florida Blue

• Immediate Past President: Kathy Miller, Senior Vice President, Tax, Regency Centers 
Corporation

“Leadership Jacksonville is committed to engaging leaders in a unique forum, inspiring 
them to expand their understanding, share their perspectives and challenge each other to 
build better communities in Northeast Florida,” said Howland. “I look forward to working 
with the board, CEO and staff.”

 

Leadership Jacksonville Announces 
2022-2023 Board Of Directors

Michael Howland, President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Jacksonville Speech and Hearing Center

Linda Lindenmoyer, Vice President, Relocation, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Join us for worship at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church! 

9 a.m.
*Communion with contemporary music - first, third and fifth Sundays
*Communion and children’s choir - second and fourth Sundays  

11 a.m.

5 p.m.

*Traditional music with adult choir and Communion

Contemplative and casual with Communion (in the chapel)

*Nursery and children’s chapel are available

Worship Service Times

4129 Oxford Ave. | 904.388.2681
stmarksjacksonville.org/virtual-worship

Christian formation classes from 10-10:50 a.m.

Please visit stmarksjacksonville.org for more information.

Riverside  
Ascension/St. Vincent’s Hospital

DePaul Building, Suite 120
Orange Park 2023 Professional Center Dr.

Fleming Island 1855 East West Pkwy.

Mandarin 11790 San Jose Blvd.

Middleburg 1658 St. Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
904-272-2020

WWW.CLAYEYE.COM

GIVE YOUR KIDS THE BEST VISION FOR GIVE YOUR KIDS THE BEST VISION FOR 
THE FUTURE!THE FUTURE!

Stop laboring over your slow  
computer, get it cleaned!

ORTEGA COMPUTER REPAIR

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9:30AM - 5:30PM  

CALL BRYAN ARNOLD TODAY 904.410.0127

• Network set-up
• Computer clean-up  

• Installation & consultation  
• Small business & home



For more than 45 years, Frazier Jewelers was the hometown, local jeweler for 
the Ortega community. When Butch Frazier decided to retire in 2022, and close 
the Frazier Jewelers location at 2925 Corinthian Avenue, the neighborhood felt 
the loss of their beloved business. Luckily, thanks to a little bit of bold inspiration 
and perfect timing, St. John’s Jewelry moved into the same location, keeping 
alive the familiar legacy of family-oriented service. 

Owner Sarah St. John Flores and her mother, Sonja St. John, a former school 
teacher, opened up St. John’s Jewelers in July of this year. Originally, from 
Macclenny, Sarah’s family has called northeast Florida home for more than 150 
years. Sarah discovered her passion for jewelry in college when she interned 
with a local jewelry designer. She was drawn to providing jewelry and watches 
that accentuate her customers’ unique style. The mom-and-daughter team had 
considered opening up a business “in the future”, but when the opportunity 
for Frazier’s location opened up, they knew the time was now. 

“We wanted to continue to provide this community that personalized 
experience of a small, family-owned shop that they were losing with Frazier 
retiring. We wanted to keep the neighborhood jewelry store feel, and provide 
everyone with a way to find a piece that fits their personality and their 
individuality. When they come in, we remember them by name,” said Sonja. 

Easily differentiating itself from the big-box stores that seem to focus only 
on sales, St. John’s Jewelry understands the importance of educating its customers 
and preserving that personal touch. 

“We are in the business of creating relationships with our clientele through 
honesty and transparency,” said Sarah. “We want them to know where their 
jewelry came from, to understand the quality. We aren’t just curating fine 
jewelry, but also establishing lasting relationships based on trust.”

Take one look at the team surrounding St. John’s Jewelry, and it is easy to 
see that Sarah puts those words into practice. With collective experience that 
emcompasses more than 35 years, her team boast familiar faces like repair guru 
Bill Hetherington, who was one of Mr. Frazier’s jeweler, and Ukrainian custom 
designer Igor Derevyanyy. Even the company name is based on honoring 
close-knit legacies. While many might assume the St. John’s name is a nod to 

our area’s river or county, it is actually in place to honor her father. Born an 
only son and having two daughters, the elder St. John’s name now gets to live 
on in the spirit of the business. 

St. John’s Jewelry is open Tues.-Sat, and offers a selection of more than 400 
fine jewelry pieces and watches, on-site repairs, custom jewelry, engravings, 
pearl stringing and appraisals. It also offers free cleanings and inspections, 
which should be done every six months, especially on regular-wear pieces like 
wedding rings. Proper care is important to preserving the longevity and value 
of jewelry, which is one of the most popular heirlooms to pass down within 
families.

“The one thing about jewelry, and precious metals in general, is that it is 
considered an investment. If the dollar loses its value, your precious metal is 
still a tradable asset,” said Sarah. And to further diversify your investment, 
diamonds are one of the best investment options for your future according to 
an article released early this year by The World Financial Review**. Aside from 
Safety, Portability, Exceptional Emotional Value, Price increase over time, Rarity, 
and Selective Liquidity, Their most significant benefit over other investment 
types is that they hold emotional value and can be passed down through 
generations.

Whether you’re a newcomer to the jewelry world or a sage shopper, St. 
John’s Jewelry is dedicated to finding or creating your perfect piece. So, next 
time you’re at Carter’s Pharmacy, or enjoying a bite at Murf’s Family Counter, 
drop by next door and see why Sarah St. John and the St. John’s Jewelry family 
are Ortega’s newest “old friends”. 

**https://worldfinancialreview.com/is-diamond-a-good-investment-in-2022/

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

St. John’s Jewelry:  A Legacy of Family Values

2925 Corinthian Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32210 • (904) 300-3354



©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol 
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
JOSH COHEN 
Managing Broker

904-422-2031   
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005

• Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!
•  Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
•  Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
•  Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant
(904) 477-6417
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Buying a home?
Contact me to discuss your 

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS# 
75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @ 
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

4720 ORTEGA FOREST DR • $2,500,000
5 Bed / 5 Full Bath / 3 Half Bath / 6,459 Sq Ft

1837 INGLESIDE AVE • $1,201,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,854 Sq Ft

4525 WOOLMAN AVE • $310,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,448 Sq Ft

5012 YACHT CLUB RD • $950,000
4 Bed / 3 Bath / 3,461 Sq Ft

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

904-710-1550

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

904-699-4503

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

904-923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

904-210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

904-910-2782

Kimberly Waterhouse
REALTOR®

904-742-8889

Heather Creel 
REALTOR®

904-631-4800

Shannon Gullion 
REALTOR®

904-686-4312

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

904-477-0219

Paula Sheldrick 
REALTOR®

720-475-0416

Clay Hall 
REALTOR®

904-729-5363

Linda Ohlrich 
REALTOR®

904-449-9257

The O’Steen Group 
REALTOR®

904-465-1706

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

904-755-1911

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®

904-304-5458

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

954-805-0428

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

904-509-0587

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

904-655-8232

Anne Marie McGowan 
Corpora – REALTOR®

904-759-1647

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

904-923-1511

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

904-333-3883

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

904-707-6548 

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

904-962-5479

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

904-903-8993

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

904-616-6425 / 616-6523

Genni Jett
REALTOR®

904-802-0820

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

904-705-6464

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

904-534-7253 / 233-5533

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Jane Owen
REALTOR®

904-502-1406

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®

904-445-8170

2064 HERSCHEL ST #106 • $312,500
1 Bed / 2 Bath / 996 Sq Ft

SO
LD

UNDER CONTRACT

SO
LD

4022 ANTISDALE ST • $325,000
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,221 Sq Ft

SO
LD

SO
LD

4429 SHIRLEY AVE • $300,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,640 Sq Ft

SO
LD

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD # 1910 • $720,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,878 Sq Ft

SO
LD

1704 DANCY ST • $575,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,483 Sq Ft

UNDER CONTRACT

2950 ST JOHNS AVE 10 • $347,900
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,406 Sq Ft

“A Home is one of the most important assets that most people will ever buy. Homes are also where 
memories are made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”

- Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
HOMESERVICES ON

1456 AVONDALE AVE • $840,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,185 Sq Ft

SO
LD

1478 RIVERPLACE BLVD #201 • $370,000
 2 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 1,492 Sq Ft
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Don’t just get it  
on the market.
Get it the attention  
it deserves.

904.731.9770 
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SELL WITH US »
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The historic, nonprofit Florida 
Theatre’s annual summer 
fundraiser, Blues, Brews, and 
BBQ took place Thursday, 
August 18, at the Florida 
Theatre. 

The weather was rainy, but 
that didn’t stop more than 
500 patrons from coming 
out to enjoy the event and 
support the Florida Theatre. 
The Blues, Brews & BBQ Online 
Auction raised $13,811 for the 
Florida Theatre and the overall 
funds raised at the event 
was $30,559.97. 

During the event, patrons 
were given tickets to vote 
for which vendors they 
thought had the best BBQ 
and beer. At the end of the 
night, votes were counted, 
and Berndt Ends won best 
BBQ and Wicked Barley 
Brewing won the best beer. 

Blues, 
Brews, and 
BBQ raises 
$30,000 
for Florida 
Theatre

Ron and Katelin Olson

Julie and Michael Gropper

Joe Wilcox , Hannah Hernandez, Evelyn Brodskaya and Azaleia Lorenzo

Dee Montgomery, Mande Mosley, Bruce Sconiers

Daniel and Erica Peters

Owen Zelenski and Erin Vickory

Ron and Katelin Olson

It was a night to remember 
for the Boys and Girls Club’s 
of Northeast Florida, as the 
Glass Factory played host 
to a fun-filled, big money 
raising auctions – both silent 
and live – for children on the 
First Coast. 

The event was filled with 
style and substance, as local 
chi ldren shared their 
testimonials of happiness 
and sense of pride and 
belonging, thanks to the 
‘good works’ of the clubs and 
their leadership. Many on 
the leadership board of 
directors were present and 
paddles were raised, 
alongside the funds for a 
great cause. The evening 
gala was presented by 121 
Financial and was held Aug. 
27, at the special event facility 
off Myrtle Avenue.

Summer 
Nights 
Celebrated 
in Style

Denise Pecci and Sandy Kingsley

Adriana Walcott with Taylor Voyles, Amy Brannon and Cinnamon Carlson

David and Anna Cleveland with Blake and Fallon Wilson, Sarah and Justin Heuber

Jenny Lee with Johanna Wingate

Jeannie Damon, Dinny and Ken Duncan, Michelle and Ash Adams, Justin 
MacCulley



Real estate 
sold by  

real experts.
EXPLORE HOMES » 

ONESOTHEBYSREALT Y.COM

VISIT OUR LOCAL OFFICES:   
AMELIA ISLAND | JACKSONVILLE | PALM COAST 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH | ST. AUGUSTINE
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Denise Pecci and Sandy Kingsley

Adriana Walcott with Taylor Voyles, Amy Brannon and Cinnamon Carlson

David and Anna Cleveland with Blake and Fallon Wilson, Sarah and Justin Heuber

Nia Bates with April Baker

Jenny Lee with Johanna Wingate Natasha and Xavier Skipper

The lobby of the Borowy Tower at Baptist Hospital 
Downtown played host to the preview kickoff of 
the 2022 Winter Design Show, formerly known by 
many as the Art & Antiques Show. The new format 
will be fashion and design forward, with the debut 
event set to showcase the best of what Jacksonville’s 
neighborhoods have to offer. 

The design lead, Fitz Pullins, is a local with 
Jacksonville roots. He discussed plans to create 
a walk through the neighborhoods from the 
beaches through Mandarin, San Marco, Avondale, 
Riverside, Ortega; many of which are reflective 
the unique style of the Bold City. The Winter Design 
Show theme – Flaunting the First Coast – has 
been long anticipated, due to setbacks from the 
COVID pandemic, which cancelled the show’s 
original rebranding and debut in 2021. 

Leaders from the hospital shared thoughts 
about the year ahead, what the goals for fundraising 
will be, and set the bar high to deliver a showstopping 
event for the theme’s 2022 hometown kickoff. 

Show chairs Kristina Powell, Kymberly Wolfson 
and Heather Creel, alongside Robin Albaneze, 
President of the Women’s Board and Michael 
Aubin, FACHE – President, Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, Chief Philanthropy Officer, Baptist Health 
Foundation all shared thoughts during the preview 
party, Aug. 25.

Kickoff for Winter 
Design Show 
illustrates eager 
anticipation

Alan and Heather Creel

Scott Wooten with Dr. Gary Josephson, Grace Martin Wooten, Karen and Don Wolfson

Austin O’Steen with Annie O’Steen Cathy Thomasson with Fitz Pullins

Sharon Pentaleri with Beverley Brooke, Robin Albaneze, Sue 
Stepp and Drew Haramis
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Martindale-Hubbell's list of
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Our newest attorney brings with her years of
appellate experience in state and federal court.

Prior to joining Pajcic & Pajcic, Meredith worked
as an attorney at a boutique appellate litigation
firm. Meredith has also served as a judicial law

clerk for the Honorable Susan H. Black of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

and the Honorable Patricia D. Barksdale of the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Florida.

Meredith earned her undergraduate degree at 
The University of Virginia and graduated magna 
cum laude from Washington and Lee University 
School of Law. She enjoys spending time with 
her husband and 3 children. She also loves 
horseback riding and hiking in the mountains.

| |

Pajcic & Pajcic
is thrilled 

to welcome 
Meredith Ross 

to the team
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Pine Castle has announced the final phase of a 
comprehensive $2.25 million fundraising campaign. 
With campus renovations nearly complete and a new 
curriculum-based learning program in place, the 
nonprofit now aims to become debt free by its 70th 
anniversary in November and plans to celebrate with 
a barbeque party open to the public.

Pine Castle embarked on this three-phase fundraising 
campaign in 2020 with former Florida U.S. House 
Representative Ander Crenshaw and retired JAXUSA 
Partnership President Jerry Mallot serving as co-chairs 
of the efforts. The first two phases were quiet ones, 
done during the height of the pandemic. The third 
phase to eliminate the agency’s debt is a public one.

“We are excited to share all the great things that 
have been happening within the Pine Castle community 
over the past 70 years, and particularly the past two,” 
said Anthony Sutton, CFRE, Chief Development Officer.

HISTORY
Pine Castle helped pioneer the philosophy that every 
person has the right to live a full and productive life 
and that every person has the capacity to do so in a 
loving, caring environment. Pine Castle was the first 
organization in Northeast Florida, and remains one 
of the largest, to provide educational training and 
support services for individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDDs) in a non-institutional 
setting. The Jacksonville campus was established in 
1952 by 33 families who were encouraged by a local 
doctor to buy the land and hire a teacher.

More than a decade later, in 1965 when the school 
system began serving children with special needs, 
Pine Castle began serving adults. The organization 
remains committed to creating a better world for 
individuals with differences that include autism, Down 
syndrome, and cerebral palsy. The mission now is to 
empower this population through opportunities to 
learn, work, and connect. To accomplish this mission, 
Pine Castle needs help.  

“We can’t do this work alone. It has taken a village 
to get us to where we’re at. We are grateful to all the 
donors who are making our current campaign a 
success,” said Sutton. 

PHASE 1 – CAMPUS RENOVATIONS
The first goal was to enhance the entire 70-year-old 
Pine Castle campus, renovating nearly every area to 
make it ether a learning space or a working space. In 

addition to updates on the main building and all 
classrooms, upgrades were completed on the kitchen 
and cafeteria as well, thanks to the lead gift from 
Delores Barr Weaver.

The complete makeover ensures a safe and engaging 
atmosphere. It set the stage for the organization’s 
most ambitious undertaking thus far, The Pine Castle 
Academy. “Thanks to generous donors for these 
projects, we have already raised $1.8 million,” Sutton 
said. These funds covered the first-phase renovations 
as well as the second phase of the campaign.  

PHASE 2 – PINE CASTLE ACADEMY 
The second phase of the campaign was to introduce 
a new curriculum-based learning program designed 
by a professional consultant specifically for Pine 
Castle’s population. Launched in August, The Pine 
Castle Academy simulates a college-like environment 
that empowers adults with IDDs.

Following intake and assessment, each participant 
works with an advisor to personally choose one of 
the two academic Pathways to Possibilities that include 
mandatory basic courses, extra-curricular activities, 
and the opportunity to select a focused area of study 
that reflects the individual’s interests and passions, 
similar to choosing a college major. This revitalized 
focus on education harkens back to Pine Castle’s roots 
as a school.

The Pathway to Life Enrichment is a non-employment 
path that concentrates on life skills. The Pathway to 
Community Employment teaches pre-vocational skills 

and helps participants find sustainable work in the 
surrounding community beyond the Pine Castle 
campus. Pine Castle also offers independent living 
opportunities, as the nonprofit operates five group 
homes at various locations in Northeast Florida.

“What we’re most excited about with The Academy 
is that we will be able to measure progress and see 
how our adults are mastering skills as they go through 
each module of the program, pass quizzes, and learn 
to be more independent as they advance through the 
curriculum. We have seen over the years how much 
these individuals are capable of doing when we focus 
on their strengths and not their weaknesses,” said 
Lori Ann Whittington, CEO of Pine Castle.

To establish the Pathways, donors have already 
given generously. But additional funds are needed in 
order to maintain The Academy far into the future 
and offer it to a wider number of eligible participants. 
Investing will give Pine Castle participants for decades 
to come the opportunities and support needed to 
lead meaningful and fulfilling lives.

PHASE 3 – DEBT FREE
“In this final public phase of the campaign, our goal 
is to make our nonprofit agency debt free for the first 
time in over a decade,” said Whittington.

Pine Castle has been paying down a $3 million 
construction debt that resulted from the financial 
crash of 2008. Earlier this year, the outstanding balance 
stood at $1 million. But “Thanks to the lead gift from 
Lory Doolittle and generous gifts from other donors 
during the quiet phase of our campaign, we are now 
only about $425,000 away from being debt free,” 
Whittington said. Pine Castle is appealing to the public 
at large to help them with this remaining sum. Once 
the debt is repaid in full, the agency can reinvest the 
monthly principal and interest payments to fund 
existing and new programs for its participants.

Though Pine Castle serves more than 300 participants 
every weekday, there is still an overwhelming demand 
for their services in Northeast Florida. The state’s 
Agency for Persons with Disabilities has a waiting list 
of 1,700. That number is expected to increase significantly 
in coming years as children with autism age out of 
the school system. Additional resources would allow 
Pine Castle to annually move more adults through 
the Pathways process of demonstrating skill mastery 
and graduating into jobs within the community. This, 
in turn, would allow Pine Castle to accept new 

participants into the program each year, ideally 20-25, 
instead of serving the same adults year after year, 
thus reducing the waiting list. As the working force 
is ready to retire from employment in the community, 
they can return to Pine Castle in a seniors’ group. A 
full life cycle of services is what Pine Castle offers, 
and it needs assistance from the Jacksonville community 
and beyond in order to do so.

THE FUTURE
Pine Castle has a vision where persons with IDDs 
achieve their potential for independence and that 
while the staff prepares these adults for success 
through the Pathways of Possibilities, the community 
readies to welcome and employ them in sectors such 
as landscape, maintenance, janitorial, manufacturing 
assembly, culinary, and even communications. “Pine 
Castle helped me live my dream of being on the radio. 
They focus on what I can do and not what I cannot 
do. They understand that this chair does not define 
me,” said one program participant, Percy, a wheelchair 
user.

It is Pine Castle’s hope that the public will join them 
on their journey of inclusion of individuals with IDDs 
into the community at large. For inclusion is an issue 
far greater than charity. It’s a win-win solution for 
employers who need assistance and for individuals 
who need a chance. It’s also a matter of civil rights.  

PUBLIC BBQ INVITATION
In honor of its 70th anniversary Pine Castle will bring 
back the nostalgic BBQ fundraising event on Saturday, 
November 5 at its campus on Spring Park Road. “This 
barbeque used to be a big hit back in the ’60s, ’70s, 
and into the ’80s. But it’s going to be way more than 
just a barbeque this year,” said Sutton. It’s going to 
be a public celebration of all the agency has been 
working on over the past two years, a culmination of 
their efforts.

From 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. on that day, tour the 
newly renovated facility, enjoy carnival games, 
and socialize with participants and their families 
while savoring a barbeque or vegan meal. An 
additional activity Whittington hopes to include 
is a note-burning to celebrate the agency becoming 
debt free in the final phase of their fundraising 
campaign. She and the staff are confident that the 
public will come through generously to help Pine 
Castle pay off the debt and become truly sustainable 
for the next 70 years.

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

Pine Castle announces final phase of comprehensive fundraising 
campaign and prepares for 70th anniversary in November

Pine Castle, celebrating 70 years of service to the disability community.  
Donate to the Pathways to Possibilities Campaign via check to Pine Castle,  
4911 Spring Park Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32207. Donate online at www.PineCastle.org/
70years. On that web page, purchase advance $5 BBQ tickets. $7 entry tickets will be  
available at the campus event on Saturday, November 5, 10-3. For further information,  
please call Anthony Sutton at (904) 733-2650 extension 282.
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Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”    
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you need a new look - get in you need a new look - get in 
and take a look!and take a look!
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Joy Parman, her daughter Kennedy, and CVICU nurse 
Kendal Tiffany, recipient of one of The Healing Hearts 
Projects’ nurse training program awardsJoy Parman, Donya Marshall, Jennifer K, Stacey Merritt, Amy Shaheen, and Dana Nolan at a board planning meeting

Congenital heart defects (CHD) are the most 
common birth defect in the United States. 
One in every 100 children is born with one. 
For Duval County, that translates into roughly 
125 children each year.   

Joy Parman’s youngest daughter, Kennedy, 
was diagnosed in 2012 with prenatal 
complications that included a congenital 
heart defect. Against odds, Kennedy survived. 
Roughly two years later, Kennedy had recently 
undergone a heart surgery and Parman 
found herself in a position to support and 
mentor another mother, Stacey Merritt, who 
was navigating a CHD diagnosis for her own 
daughter in utero.

“We had this heart-mom bond,” said Farifax 
resident Parman. “For her, it was nice to 
have someone who’s been through this to 
talk to; for me, it was nice to have someone 
to share this with who really understood it.”

“We couldn’t believe that in this big, huge 
city of ours, there was no type of support 
for the families that were going through 
this.” 

Kathryn Villano, a maternal and fetal 
medicine specialist with Regional Obstetrics 
Consultants, had served as the high-risk 
obstetrician for both Parman and Merritt. 
She was an advocate for the ladies, helping 
them find resources to get started, and 
identifying needs at the hospital. The ladies’ 
bond marked the beginning of what would 
become The Healing Hearts Project.

Today, The Healing Hearts Project has 
around 400 families in its support group. 400 
hearts. 400 families now one community 
strong. It has an engaged board, and two 
annual fundraisers, including the upcoming 
Roaring 5th Annual Pour Your Heart Out 
event on October 22 at Friday Musicale. 

Dana Nolan, owner of VUE Optical in 
Avondale, and board vice chair of The Healing 
Hearts Project, believes that families really 
relish that sense of connection. 

“It helps those families know they are not 
alone. It helps to talk about it, get it off your 

chest, and to have somebody that understands 
what you’re going through,” said Nolan. 

Fueled by community giving, The Healing 
Hearts Project provides both online and 
in-person group support to families affected 
by CHD, as well as educational series. Its 
Rylan Fund provides one-time financial relief 
for families. The organization has a space in 
the cardiovascular intensive care unit at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital that it keeps 
stocked with coffee, snacks and toiletries, 
offered free of charge to admitted families. 
It also provides a complimentary meal gift 
card to families on surgery day. 

Parman stressed the importance of the 
medical teams to the organization. For the 
first time this year, The Healing Hearts Project 
bestowed nurse training awards to give back 
to the healthcare workers for “loving on our 
heart families.” Partnering with the hospital, 
it is sending two cardiovascular nurses to 
attend the educational Annual Pediatric and 
Congenital Cardiovascular Disease Conference. 

For board treasurer Donya Marshall, it 
was actually her daughter’s CHD diagnosis 
led to a career change to nursing. 

“We didn’t have a clue about the medical 
system, and insurance, and services, and all 
the things that come with having a medically-
complex child. There were no resources. I 
felt so lost and alone,” said Marshall. 

“I went back to nursing school while she 
was in the hospital to be home and have 
flexibility. I tried to immerse myself and 
learn all that I could. When Healing Hearts 
came along, it was such a great thing that 
somebody was providing that service that I 
know myself was not available.”

Marshall said the organization’s biggest 
challenge is awareness. Despite its 
commonplace, few people know resources 
exist. 

“I love being able to help others not feel 
alone, and be able to navigate the whole 
system: insurance authorizations, supplemental 
insurance, all these things that you shouldn’t 
have to think about when you are day-to-day 
wondering if your child is going to be alive. 
That’s what motivates me every day to keep 
being involved and keep trying to advance 
our knowledge as a board and as a community, 
so we can turn around and help other 

BY LINDSAY GAST 
Resident Community News

400 HEARTS

Interior & Exterior Custom Painting
Expert Painters of Historical Homes  Call 904.435.3376

Joy Parman, Dr. Kathryn Villano, and Stacey Merritt at a 2021 race event for 
The Healing Hearts Project

One of Jacksonville’s best  
kept secrets for discount  

furniture & more!

Why  Why  
pay more?pay more?
We have all your back to school essentials  
& grocery items for LESS!

6612 SAN JUAN AVENUE
HOURS: TUE-SAT 9-5:30

VIKTORSPAYLESS.COM
904.786.5424

The Healing Hearts project connects families during tough times, lends understanding



The UPS Stores are independently owned and 
operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., 
an indirect subsidiary of United Parcel Service of 
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and 
hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright 
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 41018560407

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
9 0 4 - 3 8 1 - 6 6 7 8

Monday thru Friday: 8:00 AM–6:30 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM–3:00 PM

$1 OFF Notary Service

The UPS Store in the Publix Shopping Center • Suite 302

No Appointment Necessary!

Located in the shoppes of Avondale. 3620 St. Johns Ave.

For Pick-up Call 904.388.5688

For Delivery 
order through View Our Menu At SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic  
and Vegan Menu  
Items, made with  
Organic Ingredients!

Open 6 Days a Week
Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 11:00am – 10:00pm

Fri. – Sat.: 11:00am – 11:00pm
Sun.: 12:00noon – 9:00pm

Closed Tuesdays

Autumn Roll
Fresh salmon, 
avocado, eel roll 
with seared 
salmon, crispy 
sweet onion 
and special sauce

Dr. Eduardo Balbona is an advocate for evidence-based medicine with an emphasis 
on disease prevention and health maintenance through education. He takes a 
deliberative, proactive approach to lifelong care and is interested in innovations that 
help patients live better lives, even if those treatments are considered controversial. 

He has been practicing medicine for three decades, has served as a naval officer, 
has been a U.S. Capitol physician, and is in full agreement with the 1990s motto of 
“Standards of Care.” He wants blood pressure to be controlled and sugars within a 
range of levels. What Dr. Balbona is in opposition to is “Standardized Care,” which 
says that there is only one way to treat a particular malady. “When medical care 
gets standardized, there are perverse incentives and monetary bonuses distributed 
behind the scenes,” he said.

Evidence of this became apparent when COVID relief funds were paid to medical 
organizations that followed protocols set forth by the CDC (Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention), a government agency. Any deviation meant denial of disbursement. 
“The government has no place dictating people’s healthcare. Making recommendations 
is one thing, but enforcing mandates is another. In the pandemic, the greatest failure 
of many physicians and hospitals was obedience to government guidelines. Their true 
responsibility was to their patients and not to the government,” Dr. Balbona said.

In his treatment of COVID, Dr. Balbona follows a non-standardized plan that may 
involve the prescribing of pharmaceuticals like hydroxychloroquine or ivermectin. 
He believes that the government stance on these therapies has overstepped into 
territory that ought to be reserved for medical professionals. 

Dr. Balbona’s approaches to coronavirus follow a string of successes in his medical 
techniques that had, at first, been deemed controversial. Over two decades ago, he 
was the first doctor in Jacksonville to do heart calcium scoring, a test to find heart 
disease before it becomes symptomatic. He was also one of the first physicians in 
Jacksonville to noninvasively help people build muscle and lower body fat with the 
use of Emsculpt Neo® technology. That, too, is still somewhat controversial but seems 
to help patients live better lives and feel good about themselves, so he actively 
promotes it. 

As a solo practitioner, Dr. Balbona refuses to be coerced or intimidated. As a 
pioneer in the medical field, Dr. Balbona is trying to make medicine better, not 
to stagnate. He brazenly admits to not following CDC guidelines unless they are 
in a patient’s best interest. “The CDC can’t treat the patient I am seeing at the 
bedside. A hospital, a pharmacist, they do not have the license or the education 
to practice medicine. They should not be doing it. And our Florida governor agrees,” 
Dr. Balbona said.

Doctors who are under the control of corporations or the government are 
compromised. That’s why finding an independent physician like Dr. Balbona, 
someone committed to treating the individual, is crucial.   

“The art of practicing medicine is currently dying,” Dr. Balbona said. Many ill 
people might not ever see an experienced, qualified physician; physician assistants 
are now tasked with meeting patients in office. Other patients might not ever see 
an actual person at all now that computer applications are becoming more popular. 
Users type their symptoms into the system and a prescription is emailed or texted 
back in response. “I am shocked by what has happened in medicine. We, as a 
society, need to care more about our health,” Dr. Balbona said.

Ever devoted to innovation in healthcare, Dr. Balbona is a founding participating 
physician of ClienteleHealth and offers his patients the option of membership in 
this new concierge service. Members enjoy enhanced levels of attention with more 
timely appointments and confidential e-mail and cell phone privileges for reaching 
Dr. Balbona whenever a question or medical issue arises. Dr. Balbona’s Art of 
Medicine practice distinguishes itself by emphasizing a personal relationship 
between him and his patients. 

Dr. Balbona has been practicing in his Riverside office since 2007 and is fluent 
in both English and Spanish. He is also a published author. In his first book, Open 
Your Eyes: A Prescription for Change in American Health Care published in 2019, 
he shares his expert advice on how U.S. healthcare can be improved so that both 
patients and doctors can thrive. He is currently preparing a second book for 
publication, one in which he will share patients’ stories of surviving coronavirus.

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

Beware of standardized care warns 
independent Riverside physician

Find out more about Dr. Balbona and his Art of Medicine practice by visiting www.BalbonaMD.com  
or by calling his office at 904-388-9202.

The thoughts and opinions set forth in this article are neither denied nor supported by the publisher of this newspaper or by its representatives.
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A festive gathering of graduates from 
the former Lee High School who 
gathered at the Timuquana Country 
Club on Aug. 26. The ballroom full of 
80-year-olds were on hand to celebrate 
life and the fanfare that comes along 
with knowing each other for many 
fruitful generations. 

“To get 50 80-year-olds together 
is wonderful, we are truly a blessed 
crowd,” shared Wilson Smith, as he 
made remarks about the room full 
of his friends. Smith played emcee 
and thanked each and every attendee, 
with special highlights and praise for 
Marlene Hall Goodwin, whom he 
referred to as their worker bee. She 
played many roles, according to 
Smith, to include Treasurer, decorator, 
organizer, and so much more.

“We’re all 86, and people have come 
from as far as Maryland, Georgia, 
North Carolina, Tampa and Sanford, 
Florida,” Goodwin said, as she shared 
sentiments during the celebration.

Class of ’54 
celebrates 
Robert E. Lee 
High School, 
alumni

Bob Delaney with Wilson Smith
Hilda Cooper Strom with Marlene Hall Goodwin and Anne 
Henderson

Memorabilia decorated tabletops in the Timuquana Country Club’s 
ballroom

Bill Watson and his wife Janelle Watson

Yearbooks were on display at the reunion, tabletops were full of other regalia from the Class of 1954 at Lee High 
School

Pamela Jernigan with Doris Hudmon Whitmarsh and Shirley Judd Taylor
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For the Rev. Mark Anderson, his new position as 
Subdean at St. John’s Cathedral feels like coming 
home. Anderson grew up in Jacksonville and graduated 
from Bolles in 2006. While he enjoyed the academic 
rigor and the athletic challenges, he refers to his 
experience as a bubble. He was surrounded almost 
exclusively by friends from privileged backgrounds. 
The greatest exception to this bubble was his experience 
at a downtown church, St. John’s Cathedral, where 
his family worshipped. There Anderson developed 
friendships and relationships with people from diverse 
backgrounds and experiences. 

After graduating from Bolles, Anderson enrolled 
at Georgetown University where he studied economics 
and took on internships with finance and consulting 
firms. It appeared that his life’s trajectory was set, but 
he became deeply dissatisfied with the path he was 
on. He wanted to do something meaningful with his 
life, so he took a semester off to reevaluate his goals.  
During that time, Anderson contacted the newly hired 
Dean of St. John’s Cathedral, The Very Rev. Kate 
Moorehead. After meeting with her, he took an 
internship at the Cathedral—a completely unplanned 
turn of events.  At the end of this internship, Anderson 
returned to college with the conviction that God was 
calling him to serve in the church. 

After completing his undergraduate degree Anderson 
married his college girlfriend, Mary. He then enrolled 
at Yale Divinity School while his wife Mary attended 
Columbia University Medical School. Next, Anderson 
returned to Jacksonville to serve as the Curate for 
Children, Youth and Families at St. Mark’s Church in 
Ortega. Then the Andersons moved to Boston, where 
Mark served as the Interim Rector of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in the small town of Wrentham while earning 

a Certificate in Nonprofit Management from Harvard 
University. Most recently Mark and Mary lived in 
Dallas, Texas where Mark was Rector of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church and Mary completed a dermatology 
residency program.

The next step in their spiritual and personal journey 
has brought Mark and Mary Anderson to Jacksonville. 
They are excited to see what God has in store for them. 
Anderson recalls, “A beautiful print of St. John’s 
Cathedral hung over my desk while in seminary. It 
was a gift from Dean Kate more than a decade ago. 
Over the ensuing years, it has reminded me of the 
foundation for my faith and has served as an image 
of a church that is defined by Love at the Core.”

Mark is thrilled to be serving as the Subdean (the 
equivalent of an executive pastor) at the church where 
he was confirmed, where he was married, and — just 
a couple months ago — where he and Mary had their 
son, Philip, baptized.

  A beautiful print of ST. 
JOHN’S CATHEDRAL hung over my 
desk while in seminary... it has 
reminded me of the FOUNDATION 
FOR MY FAITH and has served 
as an image of a church that is 
defined by LOVE AT THE CORE.”

— Rev. Mark Anderson

LOCAL FOLKS
The Anderson 
Family

1708142

You only live once. 
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protecting.
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2923 Corinthian Ave. 2923 Corinthian Ave. 
JacksonvilleJacksonville

(904) 307-4723(904) 307-4723
 Find us on Facebook! Find us on Facebook!

Family Owned lunch counter nestled inside  
Carter’s Pharmacy in Ortega Village

SPECIALTIES: Chicken Salad, Cuban, BLT,  
Rachel & BBQ sandwich... and so much more!

DAILY SPECIALS • PASTA THURSDAY (homemade)
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Bryndon and Arnold Murphy
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Mission Power is Eric Livingston’s new company with old roots. With two decades 
of generator industry experience, Livingston and his trusted team of experts 
make your power their priority. From residential to commercial, whether tending 
to a temporary outage or recovering after a disaster, Mission Power strives every 
day to bring you peace of mind inside no matter what’s happening outside.

Headquartered here in Jacksonville, Mission Power is capable of getting you 
help across the nation in one hour or less during an electrical disruption. Mission 
Power sells generators of all sizes. They install those units and offer standard 
and emergency servicing of them. Multiple maintenance packages are available 
to help ensure your generator lasts a lifetime.

Old Roots
Livingston was born and raised in Ortega and has grown up in and around the 
power industry. His maternal grandfather, Henry “Buck” Autrey, led one of the 
largest electrical contracting companies in the nation, headquartered in 
Jacksonville—Miller Electric in Riverside—for nearly six decades and, at 90, still 
sits on their board of directors. 

Eric is a fourth-generation electrician, starting with his great-grandfather, 
Roy White; his grandfather, Buck Autrey; and his father, Buz Livingston. All of 
them had an impact on where Eric Livingston is today.

Livingston worked in various positions alongside his grandad at Miller for 15 
years. It’s where he landed his first full-time job out of college, following a 
5-year electrical apprenticeship at the Jacksonville Academy of Electrical 
Technology, the same program his father and grandfather had gone through 
generations before him. In 2012, after having graduated from the University of 
Florida, Livingston earned the title of Top Apprentice, the same award that 
Autrey had received. 

After working for Miller Electric for 15 years, in August 2021, Livingston 
decided to venture out on his own and started Mission Power. “This is something 
I’ve always wanted to do. I wanted to follow in my grandfather’s footsteps, 

taking nothing and turning it into something,” Livingston said. And that’s 
what he has done.

 
New Company 
Though separate entities, Mission Power maintains a labor agreement with Miller 
Electric. The businesses complement each other. While Miller is a large company 
that focuses on heavy commercial projects, Mission Power caters to the residential 
and light commercial sectors.

As a Jacksonville-based business with Normandy Boulevard as its base, Mission 
Power is a truly turn-key provider. Unlike other contractors in town who do residential 
and commercial generator work, Mission Power leaves no phase of the process on 
the hands of its customers. Livingston and his Mission Power crew handle all aspects 
of power restoration for you. They will even facilitate the necessary communication 
with the utility providers on your behalf. “The customer never has to lift a finger 
once my company is contracted to do the job,” Livingston said.

Mission Power strives to provide a level of responsiveness that’s unparalleled in 
the industry. Whether you’re a homeowner or a business manager, your outage is 
just as serious to Mission Power as if it were for a critical data center facility. “You are 
just as important. We take it personally,” Livingston said. He understands and cares 
that unexpected power outages mean no air conditioning at home in the middle of 
a Florida summer and jeopardy to a modern business’s operations.

Depend on Mission Power for your backup power needs, a free quote, and a 
timely response. Livingston guarantees that his crew will not leave until your power 
is restored and the situation is resolved. It’s their mission. “My customer’s experience 
is very important to me. It’s what defines my business. The reliability that’s put 
on us is highly regarded at Mission Power,” he said.

This is only one of many testimonials from customers of Mission Power: “Eric 
Livingston is professional, dedicated, and knowledgeable. He has saved us many 
times through hurricanes, exploding transformers, and other unfortunate losses 
of power during peak seasons over the years. Eric and his crew have worked 

countless hours without sleep for multiple days just to get us up and running. I 
recommend any service his new company offers,” said Billy Mayo, Manager of 
Florida Yacht Club.
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Mission Power makes residential and commercial 
backup power priority during outages

Mission Power makes your power their priority. 
Call Mission Power 24/7 at 904-813-4169 or email Eric@mpjax.com. Visit Mission Power online at mpjax.com.
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reading, build literacy skills and critical thinking. 
They have been successfully incorporated into 
many school curriculums. There is also a Farm 
Friend Pen Pal Program and an EPIC Book 
Club.

Each book features one of the farm’s rescue 
animals and tells its story with a positive 
message to create understanding, awareness, 
and change in a developmentally age-appro-
priate way. The books discuss animal adoption, 
rescue, species discrimination, and treating 
all animals kindly, even farm animals like pigs.

The books are often donated to students 
during classroom visits or directly to schools, 
and a free copy is available to teachers or 
animal shelters. Book sales to the public help 
fund the nonprofit’s animal care and rescue 
efforts. Interested readers may purchase books 
for a school, group, or their children and 
grandchildren by contacting Jessie at Jessie@
epicanimals.org or the website.

Jessie Miller has six residents right now at 
the farm who are urgently in need of adoption. 
Her sweet pet potbellied pigs have no idea 
why their owners abandoned them. They 
represent one of the worst, cruel scams in the 
pet industry. Miller is outraged at the deliberate 
deception of potbellied pig breeders who 
advertise “miniature, mini, micro, teacup, and 
pygmy-sized pigs” for sale.  

 There are many breeds of pigs that may be 
“smaller” than adult commercial farm pigs in 

the U.S. that weigh from 300 – 900 pounds, but 
only a  few healthy normal adult pig breeds 
weigh less than approximately 70 pounds. 
According to the North American Pet Pig 
Association, healthy adult Vietnamese Potbellied 
Pigs average from 125-250 pounds. 

Breeders often mislead buyers regarding 
the future adult size of these pigs. They show 
the tiniest, youngest piglets possible: those 

weaned too early, leading to illness or mortality; 
pigs that are small only because they are 
drastically underweight from stunted growth 
caused by starvation; or pigs with health 
problems from inbreeding. These sellers often 
give instructions to feed an abnormally 
restricted diet, deprived of necessary nutrients, 
in a hopeless attempt to keep the pet pig small 
as long as possible.

“Tiny pigs that will forever remain ‘small’…
that is just another cruel lie to make money 
that is inflicted on the unsuspecting, trusting 
public by unscrupulous breeders who care 
nothing about the pigs they sell. They know 
that those adorable eight-week-old potbellied 
piglets will grow to eighty pounds fast and 
keep growing!” Miller said. “Then the person 
who lives in an apartment or a home is won-
dering what in the world am I going to do with 
this animal? But it gets so much worse. Adult 
potbellied pigs weigh from 80 – 200 or more 
pounds. They will never be the size of a tiny 
lap dog or even a medium-sized dog.”

Miller said the pet pig industry is poorly 
regulated, and anyone can breed and sell 
anything. So breeders collect their money and 
vanish, ignore phone calls, or blame buyers 
and tell them they fed the pig too much. What 
happens to these unwanted pet pigs?

“These poor pigs that had loving, happy 
homes with families, where they were treated 
like domestic dogs and cats and enjoyed 
wonderful lives are suddenly a huge problem. 
As their weight balloons, owners contact 
shelters that will not accept them because 
they do not have the space. Most rescue groups 
already have too many pigs because of the 
growing problem and difficulty securing 
adoptions. The pigs end up abandoned or 
picked up by law enforcement,” Miller said. 

“The horrible reality is that these innocent pet 

Jessie and her husband, “Farmer Jack” Miller 
of Epic Farm and EPIC Outreach, chose the 
correct name for their nonprofit organization. 
Their epic mission encompasses several projects 
that model and teach kindness and compassion 
for all living things. Their goal is to build stronger 
bonds between humans, animals, and nature 
by using their farm sanctuary for positive 
hands-on interaction and education.

Epic Farm offers in-person or virtual tours, 
and EPIC Outreach offers humane educational 
programs on or off-site or at events by pre-sched-
uled appointments through their website. 
Educational programs focus on topics about 
pets, farm, marine, and wild animals and offer 
content that can be specifically targeted for 
various ages and audiences. 

The couple’s animal sanctuary and rescue 
operation is a safety net for farm and other 
animals who get a second chance to live, feel 

Epic Farm Sanctuary & EPIC Outreach 
Saving Animals, Teaching Kindness & Compassion

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA 
Resident Community News

safe, and be loved. They firmly believe that all 
animals in crisis deserve to be saved, not just 
dogs and cats. They and their contacts coor-
dinate with local, state, and national rescue 
organizations and law enforcement to save 
and transport animals to safety wherever they 
are, whenever they can.

They founded EPIC Outreach to create a 
ripple effect of compassionate change that 
they hope will spread far beyond the farm and 
the animals they save. Through their rescue 
stories, they hope to inspire others to take 
action to help others, including animals, using 
a variety of approaches. 

Jessie Miller, therapy dogs and small animals 
like rabbits and Pumpkin the guinea pig, visits 
schools, clubs, and after-school programs. She 
teaches about compassion, how to be kind, 
serve others and help to create a more com-
passionate, caring world. That compassion 
starts with each adult and child and must 
include the animals and environment we all 
should protect, Miller said.

Miller became a self-published children’s 
book author because her animal rescue stories 
offered another way to “plant seeds of com-
passion” in young readers. The books encourage 

Jessie Miller with a donkey rescue
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duplicates better than originals, originals never leave our site, 
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than originals (tested to resist fading for 300 years)
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For more info & tickets, call 904.806.5811 or visit: chsfl.org/chefs

38th Annual Caring Chefs
Sample cuisine and beverages from nearly 30 of  

Northeast Florida’s finest chefs, sommeliers and brewers.

Sunday, October 23, 2022
6-9pm • The Glass Factory

Tickets available NOW!
General tickets $80, VIP tickets $150

pigs 
that 
a r e 
n o t 

adopted or accepted by an animal shelter like 
ours are euthanized or thrown into a truck 
and shipped to slaughterhouses.” 

Epic Farm’s six adoptable pigs include 
bonded buddies Blake and Blarney,3, both 
120-pound, neutered males. They are pink 
with black patches, are sweet, friendly, and 

love belly rubs. Lucy, a spayed female, and 
Stanlee, a neutered male, also three years old 
and 120 pounds. These best friends do every-
thing together. Portia, 4, is mostly black. She 
is spayed, weighs 200 pounds, is gentle, sweet, 
and rolls over for belly rubs. Portia was aban-
doned at a hotel and got a police car ride from 
JSO. Twinkle, 2, is spayed and 140 pounds. She 
is mixed salt and pepper gray, intelligent and 
loving. Miller said this affectionate cutie 
desperately wants a family to love.

Pet pigs can be house and crate-trained for 
indoor or outdoor living, are smart, easier to 
train than dogs, and can learn basic commands. 
They are affectionate, clean, and make excellent 
pets if owners can accommodate their size 
and space requirements.

Anyone interested in adopting a pet pig should 
check their local zoning codes to ensure that a 
pig is permitted. Then contact Epic Farm for an 
appointment to meet their adoptable pigs or 
adopt through another reputable animal rescue 
organization like pigplacementnetwork.org.

Miller said that the blazing pace of local 
development has had an unforeseen impact 
on farm animal rescue. Donkeys are being 
abandoned by cattle ranchers and farmers. 
Donkeys have been favored as livestock 
guardians because they eat the same food, are 

territorial, and fiercely protect livestock against 
predators, including snakes. They fight with 
their teeth and hooves, chasing, kicking, and 
stomping anything threatening their herd 
while braying an alarm. After valuable farm 
or pasture land is sold for development and 
there is no livestock to protect, the donkeys 
have no value.

“ACPS called us about five donkeys abandoned 
on a large property where housing construction 
was starting. When the bulldozers showed up, 
there were the poor donkeys,” Miller said. “The 
donkeys were so fearful it took another week 
and the help of a second rescue – Peaceful 
Valley Donkey Rescue from Virginia –  to come 
down and help us before we were finally able 
to secure them. They were accepted by the 
Virginia rescue because we already have as 
many donkeys as we can handle.”

Epic Farms 2022 fundraiser, the 3rd Annual 
Farm Fun Fall-O-Ween, will be held October 
29, 2022, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. The cost 
is $48 per car with 25 tickets maximum per 
car. There will be farm tours, opportunities to 
meet the animals, food trucks, face painting, 
games, arts and crafts, plus family activities. 
Purchase prepaid tickets on their website and 
see their Wish List of needed items plus ways 
to donate, volunteer, or become an animal 

sponsor. Miller said that there are approximately 
forty rescue animals on the farm at a daily cost 
of $7.00 per animal for food and veterinarian 
care. They welcome regular monthly donors 
and any donations to help cover animal care 
and fund their efforts.

Donkeys & the pigs Portia enjoys a photo session during the Resident  
News visit
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MON–FRI 8am–6pm | SAT 10am–2pm

We look good when you look good!

INSTALL OUR 
MOBILE APP 

Sign up today for 
FREE pickup and 

delivery!

It's about 
time to break 

out those 
cool weather 

garments, 
get ahead of 
the seasonal 
shift – we're 
here to help!
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BSA Troop 252 attended a week of summer camp at Woodruff Scout Camp with 11 Scouts 
and five adult leaders, near the Appalachian Trail.  They had a terrific day white water 
rafting, spending an evening out on the town at Sicily’s Restaurant, and learning several 
skills and new techniques.   

Boys 11 to 17 are welcome to visit Mondays @ 7:15pm at St. Matthew’s Scout Hut.  For 
additional information, please contact Frank Ross  904.805.2040

Troop 252 attend Woodruff Scout Camp 

© Ascension 2022.  All rights reserved.

Jacksonville’s leader 
in heart care

Get the heart care that’s 
right for you, right here 
in Jacksonville at 
ascension.org/JaxHeart 

*Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside location

Personalized care for your heart 
Have you noticed changes in your heart health or do you need care for any 
ongoing heart condition? Start a conversation with a cardiologist with Ascension 
St. Vincent’s. Tell us your concerns and ask all your questions  — big and small. 
We’re here to listen and understand, and deliver the leading care that’s right  
for you. Choose care close to home, with locations in Northeast Florida and  
South Georgia.

•  Top cardiologists and care teams, and most advanced treatment options
•  The first system in Northeast Florida to offer transcatheter aortic valve   
 replacement (TAVR)
•  The only facility in Jacksonville to be certified by the American College of   
 Cardiology for transcatheter valve care*
•  Ongoing and emergency care, as well as rare cases
•  A national heart network, close to home

Four students from St. Paul’s Catholic School-Riverside, Xavier Moya, Zane Moya, John 
Thurman and Joey Turner visited the White House and national monuments, and cele-
brated mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington D.C. They were guided by parent-volunteer and St. Paul’s Parish Council 
President Stephen Turner.

The educational field trip recognized the safety patrollers’ hard work and dedication 
in helping provide fellow students with a sense of safety and security at morning drop 
off and afternoon dismissal throughout the school year. They served as role models for 
younger students whom they assisted everyday.

Safety patrollers visit Washington D.C.
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The three students selected to be interns for this year’s Grit Camp had a busy and productive 
summer that made a positive difference in 318 campers’ lives. Grit Camp is a summer sports 
camp in Jacksonville designed to “Build More Grit” by teaching mental, physical and emotional 
resilience to young people. The eight-week camp offered 53 weeks of no-cost camp to the 
campers as a result of the $14,941 raised for scholarship funds from 26 different individuals 
and businesses.

Kevin Butler, a graduate of Ponte Vedra High and rising junior at Stetson University; Jack 
Foster, also a graduate of Ponte Vedra High and rising junior at Florida State University; and 
Col-by Harris, a graduate of Fernandina Beach High, three-time summer Grit University intern 
and now a full-time staff member for Grit.org, led 30 counselors and the campers in generating 
more than $80,000 in revenue.

Grit University, now in its third year, helps college-age student interns start and run their 
own business while learning and implementing time-tested life and success principles. The 
interns raised start-up capital to cover their room and board at Grit.org headquarters. They 
led events; learned daily habits including positive reading, journaling and meditating; and 
presented the impact of Grit Camp to the city of Jacksonville’s Mayoral Committee on Health 
and Wellness in addition to providing a positive experience to counselors.

Visit grit.org/podcast to learn about Butler’s and Foster’s summer experiences and Grit.org 
to learn more about the program.

Student interns change campers’ 
lives in summer Grit Camp

Brian Harbin, Grit.org staff member and San Marco resident; first-year interns Kevin Butler and Jack Foster; and Colby 
Harris, third-year intern, Grit.org staff member and San Marco resident, celebrate Butler’s and Foster’s $6,250 summer 
earnings each, a combination of salary and profit-sharing.

¡Bienvenidos!, Herzlich Willkommen, Welkom,
Bienvenue, Välkommen, Huanying, Welcome.

Welcome to a Broader Perspective.

BOLLES OFFERS  

AN ACADEMIC SETTING 

INCLUSIVE OF ALL 

FAITHS, CULTURES  

AND BACKGROUNDS.  

WE BELIEVE DEEPER 

LEARNING OCCURS 

IN A RESPECTFUL 

AND ACCEPTING 

ENVIRONMENT.

Bolles.org
Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.

Start the School Year
with a Smile.

Book an Appointment Today!
Conveniently Located
in Ortega Park
4411 Roosevelt Blvd. • Suite 594 
904-423-1377

*Most insurances and care credit accepted Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Jila J. Mahajankids1dentistry.com
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ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL  (904) 264-9572

sjcds.net/academy

Redefining your child’s 
transition to Middle School

INTRODUCING THE 

GRADE 4 & 5 
ACADEMY
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE
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3556 st. johns avenue     904.387.2060

ONLINE ORDERING
Biscottis.net

OCTOBER 3 - 31
1/2 PRICE
WINES
Rombauer
Veuve Clicquot
 Nickel & Nickel
& more

. . . . . . . . . . .

The First Coast Wind Symphony is tuning up 
to begin its 33rd season of free concerts for 
Jacksonville and surrounding communities, 
with an emphasis on local composers and 
educational opportunities for students. 

“Our last couple of seasons have been affected 
by Covid, just like everything in this world,” 
said Ann Carey Holt, public relations manager 
for the Symphony. “We rehearsed and performed 
this past season, but I think there were some 

of us who were rusty. This is our first full year 
where we’re all back together and in great 
shape.”

The 55-member ensemble will play seven 
concerts between October and May. The 
highlights of the season are two collaborations 
between guest conductor/composers and 
the symphony. In October, guest conductor 
and Villages resident Lewis Buckley will 
showcase his own compositions at the Terry 
Concert Hall on the campus of Jacksonville 
University. In 1975, at the age of just 27, 
Buckley became the conductor of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Band, a position he held for the 
next 29 years. This makes Buckley the longest-
serving conductor of a senior military band 
in American history. 

The group prides itself on working with 
Florida-based and Florida-connected composers. 

“We have a new work that was written for us 
by a local composer that we'll be performing 
this year,” said Holt. More information about 
this collaboration will appear on the FCWS 
web site when the plans are finalized. 
Additionally, the group has commissioned a 
piece from American composer Julie Giroux, 
which they will debut under her direction 
next season. 

The season will close with the twelfth 
annual Concerto Competition, which is open 
to high school and college musicians. The 
winners of the competition receive a $1,500 
prize and the opportunity to perform with 
the FCWS in May. 

Holt, a French horn player, joined the 
FCWS in 1993. “I went to a concert in their 
second or third season,” she recalled. “I was 
so impressed with the quality of their playing. 
I started as a sub for a concert, and then I 
thought, ‘If I just keep showing up, maybe 
they won’t turn me away.’ And now I’ve been 
playing with them for 30 years.” After retiring 
from her position as Chief Information 
Officer for Ascension St. Vincent’s in 2018, 
Hold joined the FCWS board. 

The FCWS bills itself as a “cultural service 
organization” by making beautiful music 
accessible to all. Artie Clifton, Professor 
Emeritus of Music at Jacksonville University, 
founded the ensemble in 1990. Seven 
musicians in the group are charter members 
and have performed all 33 seasons. 

In addition to its regular concert series, 
smaller ensembles within the FCWS perform 

at private events such as weddings or special 
church services. “We have a polka band!” Holt 
said. “We’re regulars at the ArtWalk downtown. 
We play at churches at Christmas.” The Covid-
19 pandemic dried up most of the group’s 
private engagements, although those bookings 
are picking back up. 

Holt’s enthusiasm for high-quality, free 
public music is evidenced by her favorite 
unofficial gig. “At Christmastime, Avondale 
does the Luminaria. I live near St. John’s 
Avenue, so me and a few of my French horn 
buddies will put on a little horn concert in 
the front yard.”

For more information on the First Coast 
Wind Symphony, including their schedule 
of events, please see their web site at fcwinds.
org. 

BY WINDY TAYLOR 
Resident Community News

First Coast Wind Symphony Continues Work as Cultural Service Organization

The First Coast Wind Symphony and Jacksonville University Wind Ensemble perform together.

Dan Powers, Realtor 904-386-1478 • www.oldfloridarealtor.com
Three Generation Of Real Estate, Heritage You Can Count On.

Attention Buyers! Learn How To Maximize Your 
Chances of Finding Your Next Home and Getting Your 
Offer Accepted. Go To Our Website or Scan The QR Code.

YOUR
JEWELRY

REIMAGINED
Custom • Appraisals • Repairs

Personal, One-on-One ServicePersonal, One-on-One Service

9 0 4 - 3 9 6 - 9 2 4 5  |  1 7 1 6  H E N D R I C K S  AV E

G U Y B E A R D D E S I G N S . C O M

I M A G I N E D
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EMMA DOUKMAK, JCC ALUM

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
WWe provide a high-quality choral music education 
for children of diverse backgrounds, fostering 
teamwork, self-discipline, accomplishment and 
pride. JCC serves as a cultural beacon for the 
children of the Northeast Florida region, and 
continues to inspire the community by sharing the 
art of choral music across the globe.

“

“

THE JCC IS MORE THAN 
JUST A CHORUS;
it is a truly life-changing 
experience.

10131 ATLANTIC BLVD |  JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225  |  JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG  |  904-353-1636

10131 ATLANTIC BLVD |  JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225  |  JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG  |  904-353-1636

NOW AUDITIONING GRADES 2ND - 12TH!

NO FEE TO AUDITION      NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

In March 2022, The Garden Club of Jacksonville 
announced a yearlong celebration of its 
100th year in existence. From a small gathering 
of closest friends in March 1922 in the home 
of Jacksonville benefactor Ninah B. Cummer 
to this year’s ambitious plans to transform 
their riverfront property, The Garden Club 
of Jacksonville has continued to grow year 
after year. On March 25, 2023, the celebration 
will culminate with a gala event.

The Garden Club is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary year by developing plans to redesign 
the club’s 1.7-acre property at Riverside Avenue 
and Post Street along the St. Johns River. In 
2020, the club asked landscape architect Rick 
Pariani to draw an initial design to help members 
visualize the landscape. In 2022, the club hired 
Jeremy Marquis with ML+H to do conceptual 

drawings and 3D schematic designs. The design 
will be unveiled on Oct. 16, 2022, during the 
Ninah Cummer Birthday Brunch. 

The new landscape will be an educational 
demonstration of what a river-friendly landscape 
should and could be. 

“We want to be a resilient landscape for the 
next 100 years of The Garden Club; a landscape 
that is ready for the changes, like climate 
change, that are coming,” said Denise Reagan, 

executive director of The Garden Club of 
Jacksonville. The redesign includes signage 
to explain to the public about the various 
edible, pollinator and shade gardens, making 
for both an educational and enjoyable 
experience. There will be a stage/performance 
space for concerts and events and lots of 
green space, according to Reagan.

“Throughout the decades, The Garden Club 
of Jacksonville continues to support Ninah’s 
vision in both small and big ways, whether 
it is planting bulbs at a local library, holding 
monthly horticulture programs, encouraging 
our future gardeners with our Budding 
Gardener’s program or partnering with 
Scenic Jax and Riverfront Parks Now to help 
see our city’s green spaces grow along the 
Jacksonville downtown waterfront,” said 
Tiffany Davis, club president.

In addition to 28 Garden Circles that meet 
at various places throughout the city, the club 
offers a Friends membership levels for 
individuals and families. Friends are invited 
to events and learning opportunities hosted 
by the club throughout the year.

“Until 2019, the only membership option 
was a Circle membership. To reach more of 
the general public, the Garden Club offered 
Friends membership levels to the general 
public. “Programming offered in person and 
virtually has enabled the Garden Club to 
reach a broader and more diverse audience,” 
said Bobi McGinnis, the club’s past president. 
The virtual programs are recorded and posted 
on the club’s blog.

The club’s rental program provides revenue 
to support its mission.

“When you rent our space for your event 
you are supporting our programs, like our 
free horticulture program and our Budding 
Gardeners children’s program, which are now 
both held monthly,” Reagan said.

An Open House on Sept. 28, 2022, 4-7 p.m., 
is free to everyone to enjoy the club and learn 
about its programs.

The general public is invited to the Ninah 
Cummer Birthday Brunch, 12-3 p.m., on Oct. 
16, 2022. Two tiers of tickets are offered: $100/
person for a seated buffet brunch, performances 
and the unveiling of the landscape design, 

and a family fun ticket offers activities along 
the river under a tent.

Jacksonville’s Garden Club is the largest in 
the state. It was one of the four clubs founding 
the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (FFGC) 
on April 24, 1924.

After years of meeting in members’ homes, 
the club was given space in the Public Library 
and then Cohens in downtown Jacksonville. 
On July 9, 1946, the club made a down payment 
on a lot at Riverside and Post Street to build 
a permanent home.

The first building was a slat house known 
as the Exhibition Building which was destroyed 
by fire. It was replaced with the current Club 
Room, which opened on Jan. 3, 1948. The 
distinctive columned main building, which 
houses the office, library, ballroom and 
supporting spaces, was designed by Saxelbye 

and Powell Architects and opened in 1958. 
This building continues to be the site of 
horticulture and design lectures, demonstrations, 
exhibitions, and plant and garden sales. 
Several major plant societies of the area also 
meet and exhibit at the Garden Club.

The club’s scope has broadened over the 
years beyond nurturing beautiful blooms 
and creating attractive arrangements to 
also include improving neighborhoods, 
teaching children about conservation, 
raising money for playground equipment, 
forging partnerships, and landscaping 
schools, libraries, churches and homeless 
centers.

Visit The Garden Club of Jacksonville’s 
website, gardenclubjax.org, to learn more 
about upcoming events, presentations and 
membership.

The Garden Club celebrates 100 years of perennial growth

The following past presidents of The Garden Club of Jacksonville gathered for a lunch in late July: Charlene Hughes (2004-2005), 
Patsy Gaillard (2011-2013), Virginia Kirby (2002-2004), Bobi McGinnis (2019-2021), Tiffany Davis (2021-present), Carol Waters 
(2015-2017), Irene Woodworth (2009-2011), Betsy Powers (2017-2019), and Gloria Nunn (2005-2006). (Photo by Denise M. Reagan)

Children and their families learn how herbs can bring flavor to 
food and pollinators to gardens by constructing a booklet of 
herb facts and recipes, propagating cuttings of rosemary, and 
repotting several herb varieties to take home and grow at the 
Budding Gardeners program. (Photo by Denise M. Reagan)

www.rpds.com     904.353.3459 

Discover the advantage of a

Riverside Education
At RPDS our mission is to educate the mind, nurture 

the spirit and foster the development of the whole child. 
We celebrate childhood, nurture a love of learning, 

and cherish our warm community. 

Now accepting applications for PreK 3 - 6th Grade 
for the 2023-2024 school year.

Florida Christian 
Apartments

Now Leasing  
Spacious Studios

Affordable  
Apartment Homes

(904) 381-4800 | 1-800-955-8771 / 711 TTY | 1115 S Edgewood Ave S., Jacksonville Fl 32205

*Income/Age Limits Apply
Professionally Managed by SPMLLC

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News
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THE WAY WE WERE
built on Greenland Road in Mandarin; the 
area was considered Loretto at that time. It 
was off Old St. Augustine Road, close to the 
railroad and an old graveyard that’s still there, 
Saint Joseph Cemetery. Her dad grew vegetables 
out back and helped his son at the dairy on 
Greenland Road. St. Joseph Catholic Church 
is on part of that land now. Rita’s first few 
years of school were spent in a one-room 
schoolhouse nearby. Due to economic hardship 
at the start of the Great Depression in 1929, 
the Danese family did a land swap for a home 
farther north on St. Augustine Road in 
Jacksonville. That’s where Rita grew up. 

Though her parents were from Italy, Rita 
never did learn to speak Italian with them. 
Her dad was a farmer by trade and a painter 
by choice. He raised vegetables and chickens 
in their new yard, in the space beside where 
Rita and her several siblings would play. He 
had a stall of rabbits, too. “One night, a bunch 
of dogs came and killed every one of them. 
After that, he didn’t raise rabbits anymore,” 
Rita said. Her mom cooked a lot, mainly 
spaghetti or homemade noodles. When she 
wasn’t in the kitchen, Rita’s mom liked to be 
outdoors. Angelina Danese Park at the 
intersection of Danese Court and St. Augustine 
Road is named in her memory.

Rita graduated eighth grade from the original 
Assumption Catholic School on Gary Street. 
Classes were taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of St. Augustine. “I liked learning, and my 
grades all were good,” Rita said. She’d walk 
home along Hendricks Avenue, and there was 
a corner icehouse near the railroad where 
she’d go skating. It’s gone now. She’d also 
pass City Hall and the Knights of Columbus, 
both located a few blocks from the public 
library. “It was a very long walk,” she said. It 
was more than two miles one way, in fact.

Sometimes, Rita’s dad would drive her to 
school in his old Ford. One particular day, she 
noticed him paying the nuns at the convent 
in vegetables and eggs from the Danese’s 
backyard as an exchange for the tuition due. 
On another day, when she was in 8th grade, 
Rita was asked by Sister Evangelistic to escort 

her to Gainesville. “I don’t know what she 
had to do there, but she asked me to go with 
her. I was real happy over that,” Rita said. They 
rode the bus there together. 

Keeping within the Catholic school system, 
Rita completed 9th and 10th grades at St. Paul’s 
in Riverside when they used to include a high 
school curriculum. After school sometimes, 
she’d skate in Memorial Park. Rita transferred 
to the public school system in 11th grade and 
graduated from Landon High in 1940. “I was 
a Landon Lionette,” she said. 
She was also part of a program 
that allowed her to leave class 
at 12 noon to learn office work. 
She had typing and mailing duties 
at a local dairy product machinery 
company. “I just did ordinary 
stuff, minor office work, not too 
much,” she said. The stint was 
brief. After graduation, she was 
supported by her father until she 
married.

Rita had been dating Billy 
Richardson. They frequented a 
local dance hall on Mandarin Road, 
which is now a church. One night 
at the hall, Billy introduced Rita 
to his friend Guy Taylor, whom she 
married one year later at the old 
Assumption Church on Gary Street  
in 1943. 

Guy was a member of the Navy. 
For a couple of years, he had been 
stationed in Long Beach, California, 
and Rita visited him there. Eventually 
they would have seven children together. All 
were born at St Vincent’s Hospital in Riverside. 
All seven went to Assumption Catholic School, 
their mom’s alma mater. The two eldest had 
attended Hendricks Avenue for a time. Some 
of them went to Bishop Kenny High School, 
others Englewood High.

The family lived in Baldwin, Florida, where 
Guy’s family lived. From there, they moved 
to Southside, Jacksonville to 1646 Davidson 
Street, off Hendricks Avenue. They joined 
Prince of Peace Parish, to which Rita still 
belongs. As their family grew, they moved to 
a bigger house on Luella Street off University 
by Memorial Hospital.

When the Taylors first arrived there, Luella 
was a dirt road with only one or two neighbors 
back then, and University was a simple two-
lane street. They had an acre or so of property 
with cows and horses on it. 

Guy worked as a car salesman, including 
for Ford and Mercury. He ended up at a 
Volkswagen dealership at the corner of East 
8th Street and Talleyrand Avenue, which has 
since been demolished. 

As was the way in those times, Rita didn’t 
work outside the home other than cultivating 
flowers and plants in the yard, which she 
thoroughly enjoyed. She was a homemaker 
who cooked the meals, raised the children, 

and made their clothes—by hand, with machine, 
and even embroidery. She often took her 
children on picnics, sometimes to Memorial 
Park in Riverside, the site where she used to 
roller skate after school years before.

Now, even at 100, Rita continues puttering 
with plants. She enjoys rooting them from 
cuttings. These days, they’re not in a flower 
garden in the yard but potted plants on her 
porch. “My children have been so good to me, 

and I appreciate that. But now that I’m older, 
they won’t let me do as much as I used to do. 
But I’m happy to be here in my old house still,” 
she said. Rita has been on Luella Street for 63 
years and has witnessed much growth and 
expansion of the area throughout the decades. 

When asked about how she takes care of 
herself, how she stays so strong after 100 years 
of life, Rita said, “My faith. I talk with God all 
the time. I thank Him for each day that he gives 
me, and He gives me one day after another.”

Rita
Danese
Taylor

On May 4, 2022, Rita Danese Taylor turned 
100. For decades, it has been her habit to 
spend the entire month celebrating her birthday, 
and this year was no different. In late May, 
180 guests gathered at Prince of Peace Parish 
Hall on Bennett Road for a party. A dozen 
people had travelled from various states to 
honor her with their attendance. In the weeks 
that followed, Rita made many phone calls 
and handwrote personal notes to say thank 
you. Gratitude is another habit of Rita’s. “I’m 
happy I’m still living. I thank God for each 
day,” she said.

Rita is a Jacksonville native who was born 
and raised in the Southside/Mandarin area. 
Her paternal grandparents left war-torn Italy 
in November 1885 to spare their sons, one of 
whom was Rita’s father, Alexander Danese, 
just a young boy then. On the boat ride to 
America, the family met up with a swindler 
who left them homeless and penniless in 
Ocala, Florida.

On that boat was another Italian family, the 
Ghiottos who had a young daughter named 
Angelina. They, too, landed in Ocala, and they 
settled there. But the Danese family gathered 
what goods they could, loaded them into 
wheelbarrows, and walked 85 miles to 
Jacksonville.

As Alexander grew, he would travel back 
and forth from Jacksonville to visit and date 
Angelina in Ocala. They eventually married 
there in 1898 and moved as a couple to the 
Jacksonville area to raise a very large family 
here.

Rita was born the youngest of 12 children 
on the second story of a house her father had 

Rita Taylor, celebrating 100 with children and spouses

Rita Taylor standing at 80th birthday celebration with siblings  

Leo and Mary Louise Danese

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Taylor, 1943 wedding

Angelina Ghiotto Danese outside daughter Rita Danese Taylor’s birth home on Greenland Road, Mandarin

Rita Evangeline Danese Taylor, May 2022,  
100th birthday

Rita Taylor and daughter Cheryl, 1949

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News
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3653 St Johns Ave | Yoga-Den.com | Avondale@Yoga-Den.com | 904.662.0485

Wednesdays 5:30pm 
Bold City Brewery

Check Out Our Membership  Check Out Our Membership  
Perks!Perks!
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Yoga Den Avondale - Monthly & Yearly Memberships

• Brewery Yoga• Brewery Yoga
•  Online Live •  Online Live 

ClassesClasses
• Outdoor Yoga• Outdoor Yoga
•  Studio Discounts•  Studio Discounts
•  On Demand Yoga•  On Demand Yoga

•  24 Weekly  •  24 Weekly  
Studio ClassesStudio Classes

Touchton Plumbing is currently hiring for  
Service and Commercial New Construction.
Excellent Benefits Package including:
Competitive Compensation, Paid Vacation & Holidays,  
Company Insurance, Uniforms, Retirement Savings & 
Contribution Training & Apprenticeship Program.

416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254     |    (904) 389-9299     |    #CFC056489    |    Drug Free Workplace
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904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com

www.JanieBoyd.com

Are You a  HOMETOWN  HERO?
The Florida Hometown Heroes Housing 
Program makes home-ownership 
affordable for eligible frontline workers 
such as law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, educators, healthcare 
professionals, childcare employees, 
and active military or veterans.

This program provides down payment 
and closing cost assistance to first-time, 
income-qualified home-buyers so they 
can purchase a primary residence.

PROGRAM DETAILS
•  Lower first mortgage rate with reduced up-front fees and no origination 

fees.

•  Receive 5% off the first loan amount (up to $25,000) as a second 0% 
interest, no payment mortgage.

 ✶  Use the funds for closing costs or to reduce the loan amount

•  Lower Closing Costs - No intangible taxes on document stamp fees on 
the mortgage.

• Available for Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA loans

•  First Time Home Buyer - an applicant that has not had any ownership 
interest in a property they occupied in the most recent 3 years.

 ✶  Veterans are exempt from the first-time home buyer requirement

•  The loan is repayable upon sale, refinance, deed transfer or vacating 
primary residence.

Call Janie Boyd & Associates Real Estate Services for more info!

There’s no better time than September — the 
steamy advent of another scholastic year — to 
share gratitude for local schools, and our 
historic neighborhoods’ unique proximity to 
them. The proliferation of top-notch schools 
in our community is every parent’s dream 
and as residents, we are so fortunate to call 
this vision our reality. Thanks to all the nearby 
schools, our neighborhoods will be desirable, 
valuable, A+ places for families to live now 
and far into the future.

Real talk, David and I had no idea schools 
were going to be so important when we moved 
into the San Marco area more than 25 years 
ago. We had zero clue. As professional mid-
20-somethings, we stayed focused on the 
more important callings of our day — corralling 
rogue Springer Spaniels from San Jose Boulevard, 
going to friends’ weddings and hitting happy 
hour at places like Square One, where we’d 
enjoy live music, cheap beer and yes, some-
times a cigarette or two. Always socially. 
Usually indoors. Blech. The arrival of children 

— first son Ben in 1999 followed by sister 
Marley 22 months later — (frantically) turned 
our attention toward where we were going to 
put them. Like many parents we knew, the 
topic of schools became the new buzz.

I soon realized just how many options we 
had for the care and schooling of our babies – all 
nearby and all checking my list or that of other 
mommy friends with whom I consulted:

• Safe, close day care for infants? Check.
• Preschools for active toddlers who 

“needed to socialize” while I hit the 
Winn-Dixie in peace? Check.

• Elementary, middle and high schools 
for the kids to commence their journeys 
to personal excellence? Check, check, 
check.

• Nationally acclaimed magnet, charter 
and Montessori schools? And how. 
Check.

• Internationally known independent 
schools providing a more personal fit 
for the fam-jam? Check — and I will 
add, we are long on these options, both 
secular and faith-based.

• Homeschool a thing? You’d better 
believe it. Major check.

The only place of learning we didn’t actually 
have at the time was “Fight Camp,” the fic-
tional jail-school to which I promised my 
children they’d be sent if they didn’t stop 
being total a-holes to each other in the 
backseat. No parenting technique ever 
worked better. The shape-up was immediate 
when I pointed to seedy, barbwire-fenced 
compounds on our school route and extoled 
the greatness of Fight Camp’s curriculum. 
Some days, they tearfully believed I had 
enrolled them — it was excellent (desperate) 
parenting of the highest order.

We did not, in fact, send our kids to Fight 
Camp. We ended up enrolling Ben and Marley 
in some really amazing neighborhood schools 
that made a meaningful difference in their 
lives – places I firmly believe developed their 
character, resiliency and love of learning. 
Our first stop was Southside United Methodist 
Preschool right there at “the Point” just south 
of San Marco Square. Honestly, I would have 
kept them there through high school if 
administrators would have allowed it. Ms. 
Wendy or Ms. Marty would have been their 
teachers for life and superb adulting would 
have been the outcome, no doubt in my 
mommy mind. It was sweet and safe and 
within walking distance of our Granada 
home. I loved every minute of it. I loved 
wearing our son into his classroom each 
morning and watching our daughter run 
into hers with excited abandon. They went 
to chapel, made colorful art for our fridge, 
performed/gawped onstage in construction 

paper hats and learned to respect their peers’ 
personal space. SUMPS is, like so many of 
the other preschools in our neighborhoods, 
a sweet place for early childhood learning.

But like many families, we (I) started 
(needlessly) panicking about our children’s 
future “real school” homes. We chose Riverside 
Presbyterian Day School in the Five Points 
area for Ben and Marley’s Pre-K through 
sixth-grade experience. This school, too, is 
an exceptionally loving community. Our kids 
learned through a new lens of “The Riverside 
Way,” which reinforced their intention to stay 
out of Fight Camp once and for all. They 
progressed through the curriculum, took their 
leap offstage during tearful spring Flying 
Chapels and emerged as well-rounded, 
compassionate little tweenagers high on life 
and ready for next steps.

These next steps in schooling — the middle 
and upper school years — were always well 
imagined for our children. With every hope, 
The Bolles School would be their final stop 
and graduation point, continuing a tradition 
of mostly behaving Bartons at Bolles. David’s 
father Quinn R. Barton Jr. graduated from the 
school in 1946 as class valedictorian and the 
school’s very first National Merit Scholar. David 
and his siblings followed suit in the 80s and 
90s. Bolles, of course, wasn’t exactly the free 
or cheapest option. But we worked it out — in 
the most literal way. Starting Ben’s seventh 
grade year, I was hired to work fulltime in the 
Bolles Office of Communications and Marketing 

— a post that brought me great professional 
joy (and tuition remission!) and great a seat 
to watch my very own family reality show play 
out for nearly 10 seasons. I loved it all. Bolles 
was a near perfect choice for our family because 
it honed our children’s strengths in academics, 
arts and athletics and their ability to thrive in 
a competitive, multicultural and increasingly 
global landscape.

The schools our kids attended do not represent 
the best or only ones in our neighborhoods 

— this path is different for everyone, and that 
truly is a wonderful thing. How fortunate we 
are to have so many options! We think our 
school choices hit the mark just like: 

• Our dear friends Lindsey and Ryan 
Riggs, who think Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville hit/s all the high notes 
and checks all the boxes for their four 
children. 

• The many Ortega, Avondale and Riverside 
families, who have loved John Stockton 
Elementary School, Ortega Elementary 
School, Venetia Elementary School, 
West Riverside Elementary School and 
Westside High School among so many 
others. 

• My neighbor friends, who have enjoyed 
every minute of their families’ Hendricks, 
Landon, Wolfson school experience. 

BY SUSANNA P. BARTON 
Resident Community News

Susanna Barton, who does not social smoke anymore 
(gross!), sometimes has PTSD over memories of her 
children’s school shenanigans – though, if you haven’t 
been in in fetal position sobbing over some misdeed 
or shortcoming, are you really a parent? She has lived 
in a house on Granada Park with her husband David, 
their children Ben (The Bolles School ’18, Washington 
& Lee University ’22) and Marley (The Bolles School 

’20, Sewanee The University of the South ’24), and their 
super annoying geri-dogs for 25-plus years. She has 
written for The Jacksonville Business Journal, The 
Resident, Jacksonville University and The Bolles 
School during her professional life in Jacksonville and 
is now exploring the realms of early retirement. She 
really enjoys embarrassing-mom-walk exercising later 
in the morning, napping, reading and catching some 
rays when she’s not watching terrible reality television, 
particularly Dr. Pimple Popper. Each month, she will 
share reflections on neighborhood qualities for which 
she is grateful. 

Thank You Notes
FROM MY EMPTY NEST PERCH
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IN MEMORIAM

Patricia “Pat” Wood Lee of Ortega passed away on August 8, 2022. She 
was 89 years young. 

Pat was a Jacksonville native born on August 24, 1932 to Frank E. and 
Martha Alderman Wood. She grew up on Jean Court across the street 
from Oaklawn Cemetery.

Pat graduated from Bartram, now known as The Bolles School, and 
was a member of Florida State University’s class of 1954. As a proud 
Seminole, Pat was initiated into the Iota chapter of Alpha Delta Pi Sorority 
where she had many roles, including founding the Epsilon Omega 
chapter at Jacksonville University. After graduation, Pat began her career 
as a home economics teacher at local schools, including John Gorrie 
Junior High, and became a longtime member of the Jacksonville Alumnae 
Panhellenic Association.

Pat met her husband of 47 years, Warden “Sperry” Lee, in the lobby 
of the Grand Hotel in Rome, Italy while she was on tour and he was on 
leave from the US Navy. They both loved traveling the word and had 
two children together. Ever organized, Pat managed to have their daughter 
on their son’s fourth birthday, the present he had requested. Pat and 
her husband relished time at their mountain house in North Carolina 
before his passing in 2003. “She enjoyed life,” her son said.

Pat’s lifelong commitment to volunteering began many decades ago 
as a candy striper at St. Luke’s Hospital. She helped at special events 
hosted by WJCT (channel 7), at the Greater Jacksonville Open, and at 
the Players Championship. She was a member of the Junior League of 
Jacksonville, The Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Stokesia 
Garden Club. As a devoted member of Episcopal Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Pat was involved with the annual May Fete and served on 
the Altar Guild.

In addition to her volunteer work, Pat was active socially at Timuquana 
Country Club and The Florida Yacht Club, where she played tennis and 

golf. She was a Pickled Pickler who faithfully hosted every Monday 5 
p.m. tea at her home. “My mom was prim and proper from the Old 
South, but she had fun!” Pat’s son said of her.

Pat is survived by her son, Warden Sperry Lee, Jr. (Sally); daughter, 
Carlotta Latise “Tisa” Lee Cumbea (Michael); two grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

 Following a funeral service at Good Shepherd, Pat’s remains were 
interred at Oaklawn Cemetery, directly across from her first home on 
Jean Court, completing the circle of her Jacksonville life. 

On August 24, what would have been Pat’s 90th birthday, family and 
friends gathered at Timuquana to fulfill the party plans she had made 
for herself. No one knew during the planning that it wouldn’t be her 
birthday celebration they would be attending. Coincidentally, one week 
before her passing, Pat told her son, “If anything happens to me, you’ll 
have to have a reception.” And so, he did.

Patricia “Pat” Wood Lee AUGUST 24, 1932 - AUGUST 8, 2022

Betty Jean Saleeba Lewis, 91, passed away August 16, 2022. Betty Jean, “B.J.”, 
was born in Jacksonville on March 16, 1931 to Thomas Anthony Saleeba 
and Beulah C. Sara Saleeba. She graduated from St. Paul’s High School, 
attended Rollins college, and graduated from the University of Florida. She 
married A. Noody Lewis in 1955 in Jacksonville, FL. When she met her 

“sweet” husband, they shared in their passion for all things family and the 
University of Florida.

She lived her dream by raising a big family as well as being involved in 
the community. One of her passions, besides her family and the Gators, 
were her lifelong bridge friends. Influenced by her upbringing, Betty was 
known to be a nurturing, caring woman, devoted Catholic, a selfless soul 
and faithful in her mission to better those and the world around her, always 
believing that everyone deserved to be acknowledged and respected.

She was the matriarch of a large and loving family. She was predeceased 
by her parents, her beloved husband A. Noody Lewis, brother Raymond 
Thomas Saleeba and son-in-law Robert L. Maige.

She is survived by her children: Anne Marie Maige, Terrie Wightman, 
Richard Lewis (Lorie), Mary Helen Sullivan (Keith), Christine Johnson 
(Joseph), and Michael Lewis (Keith). Grandchildren: Jordan Wightman 
Totten (Charles), Sara McKay Wightman, Hunter Sullivan, Hart Sullivan, 
Catherine Maige, Hayden Sullivan, Katie Shannon, and Michael Shannon. 
Great grandchildren: Charlie and Riley Totten; sister-in-law Mary Lewis 
and many nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to extend its deepest appreciation to her caregivers 
Alfreda Wilson, Gwendolyn Duncan, Janet Harris, and the staff of River 
Garden. In addition, we thank the staff of San Jose Country Club. And lastly 
to Dr. Louis Akra and his staff for his care and dedication.

The funeral mass was celebrated on Saturday, August 20 at San Jose 
Catholic Church. Interment in Oaklawn Cemetery. Memorial donations 
can be made to Catholic Charities and Bishop Kenny High School. Hardage-
Giddens, The Oaklawn Chapel, 4801 San Jose Boulevard.

Betty Jean Saleeba Lewis MARCH 16, 1931 - AUGUST 16, 2022

Harry Edwards passed away peacefully at his home overlooking the St. 
John’s River on August 13, 2022 at age 80.  He was born on April 2, 1942. 
He was the oldest of three children born to Harry and Madge Edwards.  

Harry was a lifelong resident of  Jacksonville, Florida.  His mother grew 
up in Callahan, Florida with 13 brothers and sisters and his father in Starke, 
Florida with 8 brothers and sisters.  Harry had many aunts, uncles and 
cousins in Jacksonville and the surrounding area, making a wonderful 
large family.

Harry attended Jackson High School and graduated from Ribault High 
School in 1960.  He was a born leader and was President of his senior class. 
He was an excellent student and athlete.  He played quarterback on the 
football team.

He continued his education at Palmer Chiropractic College.  Upon 
returning to Jacksonville he opened Edward’s Chiropractic Office where 
he practiced for over 40 years until his retirement.  His brother Dr. Dave 
Edwards joined the practice and they made a great pair. 

Harry’s life was full.  He truly was a Renaissance man. He was an avid 
runner…he completed 25 Marathons, including Boston, New York, Montreal, 
Marine Corps, and most of the River Runs.  He was a member of Timuquana 

Country Club and enjoyed playing golf.  He built his own home on the St. 
John’s River where he had a beautiful bountiful garden and a Koi Pond. 
When he wasn’t running or golfing you could find him in his garden with 
his dogs Katie and Lucy. He loved to cook and in his early career was 
involved in the ownership of several restaurants.  He enjoyed spending 
time at the family condo at the beach and at their home in Maine.   Harry 
was a very generous person who loved sharing these homes with his friends 
and family. 

Harry is survived by his loving wife of 41 years, Linda, his daughter Gayle 
Hemmingway Runion, (John), his sister Carol Clark (Irv) and brother, Dave 
Edwards (Diane) and sister-in-law Wendy Timberlake (Edgar).  He had 
many wonderful nieces and nephews who he loved dearly.  Harry was a 
father figure and mentor to many young men including Kevin, his cousin, 
and for the last 20 years, Davor Begic and Vedad Begic, who are like part 
of the family.   

The funeral will be at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Jacksonville, Fl. on 
September 9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.  with burial and greeting at the church 
following the service. Hardage-Giddens, The Oaklawn Chapel, 4801 San 
Jose Boulevard, Jacksonville, Florida.

Harry Edwards APRIL 2, 1942 - AUGUST 13, 2022

“My mom was  
prim and proper  
from the Old South,  
but she had fun!”

- Warden Sperry Lee, Jr.



IN LOVING MEMORY ...brought to you by Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes

Michele Marie Agee
APRIL 19, 1958 – JULY 20, 2022

Michele Marie Agee died at age 64 
on 20 July 2022 at the Mayo Clinic in 
Jacksonville, Florida after a 17-year battle 
with cancer. Michele’s death comes 
as a shock because to the last she was 
beautiful, fit, and active doing what 
she loved – traveling to be with her 
family and friends, exercising on a bike, 
a hike or in the gym, and working on 
civil engineering projects with her dear 
colleagues.

“Bring me men to match my 
mountains.” Michele was a mountain 
girl growing up in an Italian family in 

Boulder, Colorado. Michele was a member of “80’s Ladies,” and was 
justifiably proud to have marched up the “Bring Me Men” ramp in 
the first class with women admitted to the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs, in 1976. A talented athlete and scholar, Michele was 
recruited to start the women’s gymnastics team and she was the team 
captain. Michele graduated in 1980 with a degree in Civil Engineering 
and a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force.  Michele 
was beloved by her classmates for her warmth, professionalism, and 
character. The friendships that Michele formed as a cadet followed her 
for the rest of her life. The most important of these was with her “Mach 
One” cadet squadron-mate and best friend, Jim. Michele and Jim’s 40-
year anniversary in May celebrated a marriage of passion, teamwork, and 
trust that grew stronger with each precious moment spent together.

Michele served in the active-duty Air Force as a civil engineer for 
12-years. On the day the U.S. Congress allowed women to serve in combat 

units, Michele joined the 202nd Red Horse Combat Civil Engineering 
squadron in the Florida Air National Guard. Michele went on to become 
the first female to command a Florida National Guard squadron, the 
114th Combat Communications Squadron. After a total of 22-years of 
service, Michele retired as a Lieutenant Colonel from the Florida National 
Guard on the same day as her husband, Jim, in October 2002.

Michele was a registered Professional Engineer in Florida and Georgia. 
Michele ran a successful civil engineering business with clients including 
the Department of Defense, Duval County Public Schools, Clay County 
School Board, and many northeast Florida architects and contractors.

Michele was a lifelong athlete, an avid skier, and an accomplished cyclist 
participating in road bike events all over the country with Jim. However, 
it is the joy that Michele brought to everyone who knew her that defines 
Michele. Michele lit up any room she entered, and her laughter is as 
unforgettable as it was contagious. Michele’s light shines brightly in her 
children, Chelsea and Mitch. But there was a special connection to her 
beloved granddaughter, Lucy, who is a little spitfire of energy and joy 
just like her “Nonna.”

Michele is survived by her husband Jim, her daughter Chelsea (Matt 
Merrill), her granddaughter Lucy Merrill and her son, Mitch. Michele 
is also survived by her mother Shirley Michaels, sister Mona Pompili, 
brother Tony Pompili, and brother Joe Pompili (Dora).

Michele’s Memorial Service will be held at the United States Air Force 
Academy cemetery in Colorado on Thursday, 8 September, at 1400. 
Michele is going home.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Rotary Club of Jacksonville 
Florida Foundation, P. O. Box 37028, Jacksonville, Florida 32236.

Hardage-Giddens, The Oaklawn Chapel, 4801 San Jose Boulevard, 
Jacksonville, Florida.

COMING SOON!
SUBJECT TO STATE LICENSING APPROVAL

A beautiful new place to 
celebrate special lives

We’re proud to introduce Hardage-Giddens St. 
Johns Funerals & Cremations to the  
St. Johns community. This beautiful,  
state-of-the-art multipurpose event center 
can accommodate a variety of events, 
including life celebrations, receptions, 
community gatherings and traditional 
funerals. We’ll help you plan a celebration of 
life defined by professionalism, compassion 
and attention to detail that is second to none.

Visit us today for more information.

Hardage-Giddens St. Johns
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

1285 St. Johns Pkwy.
HGStJohns.com

Jody Brandenburg, President 
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations



BUY / SELL / RENT / PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

AT TRADITIONS REALTY, WE ARE JACKSONVILLE EXPERTS 
AND WORK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE FIRST COAST COMMUNITY.

2915 OLGA PL - $1,700/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA /  1,555 sqft.

1016 HOLMESDALE RD - $4,250/mo.
3 BR / 3 BA /  2,809 sqft.

2525 COLLEGE ST 1210 - $1,4650/mo.
1 BR / 1 BA /  850 sqft.

4719 CRESCENT ST- $235,000
2 BR  / 1 BA  /  891 sqft.

3112 RIVERSIDE AVE - $750,000
5 BR  /  4 BA  /  3,090 sqft.

4357 DEMEDICI AVE - $375,000
4 BR  /  3 BA  /  1,304 sqft.

4760 ORTEGA BLVD - $599,000  
3 BR / 2 BA / 2,381 sqft.
Beautiful Ortega 3/2 home with bonus room on a corner lot. 
Updated kitchen with quartz counters, SS appliances and 42 inch 
cabinets. Family room has wet bar and built in desk with beautiful 
shelving. Bonus/game room hosts nice extra storage closets and a 
separate fridge. Enjoy a cup of coffee on the covered wood deck 
porch that over looks a lovely backyard with a new wood fence. 
Concrete patio is perfect for outdoor entertaining. Driveway in rear 
of property for lots of guest parking. Sprinkler system. NEW ROOF 
2021. Moisture barrier in crawl space. Electrical updated in 2015.

The dedication, knowledge and experience with Jacksonville real estate is what creates the Traditions Realty difference. 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT at its finest, a cornerstone of our work in residential real estate.

For many years, our team of real estate experts has been serving the area, ensuring assets and investments are handled with care.  
By way of proprietary software, an outstanding team of maintenance and management professionals,  

we provide real estate investors with the highest level of service.
A seamless experience requires the resources, knowledge of market conditions, and experience to get the job done right, from start to finish. 

We are a leader in the industry because we know how to handle any situation you may encounter as a property owner.
TRUST… 

is the cornerstones of our operations – our track record speaks for itself – let us help you manage your assets successfully and seamlessly today.

TRADITIONS… 
are what you’ll pass on, so let us manage the assets that help you build upon the foundation you’ve built – or are currently building – for generations to come.

FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME

TRADITIONS
R E A L T Y LLC

904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204  |  TraditionsJax.com  |   @TraditionsRealtyJax.com

Erin Armstrong is a Jacksonville native and long time resident of Avondale. She not only is a 
sales agent but also a small business owner. She brings an extensive financial background, 
attention to detail and a love for interior design. She has a passion for her customers. 
Ensuring their happiness is her greatest reward. 

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE


