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Our Resident community is blessed with a collective spirit that binds us, celebrating the people 
and places that make our neighborhoods a place for connection, goodness and gratitude.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville

To learn more visit KAMPKRITTER.COM

Throughout the months of 
November and December, we 

will be donating a portion of our 
heartworm and flea prevention 
proceeds to a local nonprofit, 

Kamp Kritter Rescue!

Forever Vets will donate $2 if you purchase 
6 months of heartworm & flea prevention!

Forever Vets will donate $5 if you purchase 
12 months of heartworm & flea prevention!

HELP YOUR 
PET SAVE 
ANOTHER

OR
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GOOD IS EVERYWHERE
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Imagine your home, 
totally organized! 

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets 
Home Office, Pantries, Laundries
Wall Beds, Wall Units, Hobby 
Rooms, Garage Flooring and more...

SPECIAL  
FINANCING
for 12 Months

With approved credit. Call or ask your 
Designer for details. Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate 

904-530-3301
www.closetsbydesign.com

 Walk in Closet Home Office   Garage Cabinets

TR

    

40% Off  Plus
Free Installation*

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order of 
custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other products. 
Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit order. Not valid 
with any other offer.  Free installation with any unit order of 
$850 or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only. 
Expires 12/10/23. Offer not valid in all regions.

Locally owned and operated! Licensed and Insured.Follow us 

Bedroom Closet Pantry
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Memorandum of Understanding Brings  
JTA into Emerald Trail Partnership
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

A new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), executed between 
the City of Jacksonville, the Jacksonville Transportation Authority 
(JTA) and Groundwork Jacksonville is bringing the Emerald Trail 
one step closer to completion. 

The MOU was announced at a press conference in front of 
The Cummer Museum of Arts and Gardens on Thursday, Oct. 
26. In attendance were Mayor Donna Deegan, District 7 City 
Councilmember Jimmy Peluso, JTA CEO Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr. and 
Groundwork Jacksonville CEO Kay Ehas.

“We as a city need to make sure we are remaining competitive 
with other peer cities,” said Peluso. “We need to make sure we are 
doing things different than other places while also making sure we 
are doing things in the best interests of our residents. The Emerald 
Trail is that project.”

The MOU details a collaboration between Groundwork 
Jacksonville and the JTA for the Emerald Trail’s five remaining 
segments: Segment 3 (the southwest connector), Segment 4 (the 
S-line connector), Segment 6 (the westside connector), Segment 7 
(the northwest connector) and Segment 8 (the eastside connector). 
While Groundwork Jacksonville will oversee community 
engagement, planning and design of these segments, the JTA will 
be responsible for approving the final design and then overseeing 
the construction side of things. 

“We at JTA take pride in providing holistic transportation 
solutions and, you may have heard me say, the better our community 
moves, the greater it will become,” said Ford. “So this pedestrian, bicycle-friendly trail will 
help us with that connectivity. It’s not just about the concrete, the asphalt of the project. 
It’s about moving people and creating a greater quality of life.”

These five segments will be funded, in part, by $132 million from the local option 
gas tax.

Currently, 40% of the Emerald Trail is either in design or under construction with 
its first link – the LaVilla Link, connecting Brooklyn to LaVilla and the S-Line Rail Link – 
expected to open this January. 

Once completed, the 30-mile trail will connect 21 parks, 16 schools, 14 urban 
neighborhoods, three hospitals, two colleges and the JTA Regional Transportation Center. 

Ehas said some of the most important voices to be heard in “planning, designing, 
activating and maintaining this trail and the park system” are those of the residents 

who live in the neighborhoods the trail will connect. 
“Historically, they have had no say in what happens to their neighborhoods,” 

she said. “That’s not right. Groundwork Jacksonville believes neighborhood 
organizations and residents should lead neighborhood revitalization efforts and we 
are committed to working with them to build their capacity to do so.”

In her address, Deegan expanded on the impact a completed Emerald Trail will 
have on the newly linked communities and Jacksonville as a whole. 

“The Emerald Trail will be an incredible catalyst for social and economic 
opportunity in Jacksonville,” she said. “From encouraging healthy lifestyles, as 
I said, and promoting public safety, to spurring neighborhood revitalization and 
economic development.”

The Emerald Trail Master Plan was first announced in 2019. Stakeholders broke 
ground on the first link in LaVilla in 2021.

JTA Immediate Past Chair Ari Jolly, JTA CEO Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr., Groundwork Jacksonville CEO Kay Ehas, Mayor Donna Deegan, District 7 City Councilmember Jimmy Peluso.
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Miller & Company Real Estate • 2905 Corinthian Avenue • Ortega Village • 904-388-0000 

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

LESLIE RIOS WILKINS 
(904) 476-4188

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596 

ALISE FERRANTI
(904) 434-0767

ANN ABERCROMBIE
(904) 382-1346

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

ELIZABETH MEUX 
(904) 704-1576

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

MillerCompanyRealtors.com

3815 Bettes Circle
5 bedrooms, 4 full, 2 half ba, 4,160 sf

Listed for $2,550,000

10134 Courtyards Pl W
6 bedrooms, 6.5 baths, 8,348 sf

Listed for $2,650,000

DEERWOOD

ORTEGA POINT

4710 Apache Ave
5 bedrooms 4.5 baths, 4,653 sf

Listed for $2,695,000

ORTEGA TERRACE

4249 Robin Hood Rd
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,046 sf

Listed for $620,000

ORTEGA FOREST

0 Ortega Island Dr
Lot with 184" frontage & 10,000lb lift

Listed for $985,000

RIVERFRONT

3128 Lake Shore Blvd
5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3,682 sf

Listed for $1,099,000

RIVERFRONT

2838 Corinthian Ave
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,508 sf

SOLD

OLD ORTEGA

12270 Mandarin Rd
4 bedrooms 4.5 baths, 4,485 sf

Listed for $2,250,000

MANDARIN RIVERFRONT
UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

Text, call or email Tom
(904) 237-0458

tom@millerjacksonville.com

We offer our deepest gratitude 
to all who served.
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3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

rewade.com 
904.534.0969  

wade@rewade.com

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

3972 HERSCHEL ST - $429,000
3 BR · 2 BA · 1,446 sqft

AVONDALE

84 BIG ISLAND TRAIL - $825,000
3 BR · 3 BA · 2,374 sqft

PONTE VEDRA

1528 STOCKTON ST - $579,000
4 BR · 2 FBA · 1 HB · 2,614 sqft

RIVERSIDE

JU
ST

REDUCED!

ORTEGA ISLAND
4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DR 
1.5 ACRES · 6 BR · 5 FBA · 2 HB · 7,341 SQFT  -  $2,390,000

JUST R
EDUCED! 

HISTORICAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE = PROVEN RESULTS

Brand Ambassadors: Marlene Chappell
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SAVE $75*

ON FILLER
*FIRST TIME TREATMENT

SAVE $50*

BOTOX • DYSPORT
*FIRST TIME TREATMENT

P O N T E  VE D R A  B E AC H  •  AVO N DA L E
TOWN  C E N T E R  •  F E R N A N D I N A  •  ST.  AU G U ST I N E

t h ea m a ra m e d s p a .co m

A New Grant for Residential Development
Cathedral District-Jax (CDJ), Inc. has been awarded a 
$30,000 grant by the Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation 
to support efforts to revitalize the 36-block, historic 
Cathedral District in downtown Jacksonville. This 
grant award will provide funds to acquire residential 
land for new housing development. The nonprofit 
prioritizes mixed-income housing for residents 
earning at or just below area median income.

Ginny Myrick, president and CEO of CDJ, said the 
Jaguars Foundation has annually been supportive of 
CDJ’s mission due to the neighborhood’s proximity 
to the sports complex now in development and the 
hundreds of future employees that will be drawn to 
work in the area.

“[The] donation of $30,000 is unrestricted and will 
be used for general revenue to sustain our ongoing 

mission to facilitate 2,500 new residential units to 
be built in the district to add to its existing 1,500 
residents,” she said. “In our six years of formation, 
we have successfully advocated and partnered for 
the construction of over 650 residential units in 
the district, which are either in financing, under 
construction or opened.” 

Jacksonville 
Squashes Predatory 
Lending
In October, the Jacksonville City Council voted unanimously to declare that 
Florida PACE Funding Agency’s continued operation in Jacksonville without 
authorization from the City of Jacksonville is a public health, safety and welfare 
emergency. The legislation, which was introduced by City Council President 
Ron Salem and co-sponsored by 14 council members, also authorizes the Office 
of General Counsel to initiate litigation, as appropriate, to stop Florida PACE 
Funding Agency from operating in the city. 

“Florida PACE operates a business preying on our residents,” said Salem. 
“Their financing options will end with homeowners paying grossly inflated 
property tax bills which could end in a tax deed sale should the property owner 
not be able to pay their property taxes. We cannot put our constituents in these 
types of situations and must protect them from these predatory practices.” 

The long-term loans have high interest rates and are attached to a property’s 
tax bill, meaning that if the bill goes unpaid, a super lien – which gives the loan 
priority over other loans such as a mortgage – can be placed on the property. 
In Duval County, the loan program is being used primarily by homeowners, 
with the biggest concentration based in parts of the Northside and Northwest 
Jacksonville. 

“I want to thank Council President Salem and the entire City Council for swiftly 
and unanimously passing this important legislation that will save citizens from 
financial ruin,” said Mayor Donna Deegan. “I urge everyone in Jacksonville to tell 
their neighbors about these predatory loans so that another family isn’t hurt by 
this damaging practice.” 

Northwest-view rendering of the RD River City Brewery development.Southeast-view rendering of the RD River City Brewery development.

Designs Approved for 
RD River City Brewery
Final designs for the RD River City Brewery mixed-use project were approved by 
the Downtown Development Review Board (DDRB) on Oct. 12. The $92 million 
project spans 3.4 acres along the Southbank and includes 410 residential units, a 
riverfront restaurant and boat ramp. The residential space will be comprised of an 
eight-story residential block and a 24-story tower with a ground-level swimming 
pool and courtyard. More than 500 spaces of attached, covered parking accompany 
the design. 

The designs were created by MSA Architects and Carlos Ott Architect, while 
engineering and landscape architecture was provided by GAI Consultants. 
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© Baptist Health 2023

Tackle your hernia  
like a pro! 

For more information or to  
request an appointment:

Visit baptisthernia.com,  
call 904.202.2019  

or scan the QR code.

Playing football with an injury usually makes it worse. 
It’s the same when you ignore a hernia, but the signs 
are easy to miss. Here are some hernia symptoms that 
often go unrecognized:

• Pain in the pelvic area

• Nausea and vomiting

• Fever

• Constipation

• Feeling full and  
bloated

• Heartburn

• Weakness and muscle 
fatigue in the upper leg  
or groin

•  Pain when lifting or 
coughing

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more 
painful, or even become dangerous at some point. 
And a hernia won’t go away on its own. The good 
news is today’s minimally invasive hernia treatment 
options, including robotic-assisted surgery, can offer 
you fast recovery.

Get back in the game
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Interior & Exterior Custom Painting
Expert Painters of Historical Homes  Call 904.435.3376

Improvements Ahead for 
Edgewood Avenue South
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

Phase one construction has begun for the Edgewood Avenue South from Roosevelt 
Boulevard to Cassat Avenue Roadway Improvements project. 

The project began earlier this summer and is expected to wrap summer 2024 at 
an estimated cost of $7.66 million with the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT). The contractor for this project is Superior Construction. 

Currently underway in this first phase is construction on sidewalks, driveways 
and decorative lighting at the Roosevelt overpass. 

“Phase 2 will include new raised median construction, new median parking 
and pedestrian crosswalk island construction,” said FDOT Community Outreach 
Specialist Nathan Pick. 

The Project Details page for this project (available at nflroads.com) outlines 
additional improvements and enhancements for this project, including: 

• Milling and resurfacing of Edgewood Avenue from U.S. 17 to Lenox 
Avenue and Lenox Avenue from Edgewood Avenue to Cassat Avenue;

• Construction of a roundabout-style traffic configuration at the 
intersection of Edgewood Avenue and Plymouth Street for improved 
traffic flow;

• Installation of bike lanes, shared use lane markings, mid-block crossings 
and traffic signal, sidewalk and signage upgrades;

• Lighting upgrades including new luminaires for streetlights and under-
deck lighting at the U.S. 17 overpass.

Drivers saw “continuous lane closures” along Edgewood Avenue from College 
Street to Lenox Avenue during the first week of October to allow for construction 
work. According to FDOT, no lane closures will be permitted from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
along Edgewood Avenue between Roosevelt Boulevard to Mayflower Street. One 
lane in each direction will remain open on Edgewood from Mayflower Street to 
Cassat Avenue for the duration of this project. 

Construction along Edgewood Avenue began earlier this summer by Superior Construction. 

The views and opinions expressed in the Letters to the Editor belong solely to the 
respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of this 
publication or its editorial team.

Neighborhood associations have spent hours negotiating and lobbying for and against rezoning 
attempts throughout the years. There will always be a push and pull between developers and 
neighbors, one trying to expand and change the landscape, the other often trying to preserve 
why they moved there in the first place. The backdrop to these rezoning negotiations is the en-
during question of what the city should look like long into the future. Urban planning is critical 
to addressing the needs of residents as well as developers. A clear understanding of the rules, 
consistency in applying those rules, and predictability are worth their weight in gold for all. A 
multi-decade plan supported by stakeholders that demonstrates compromise and a clear vision 
is critical, because without this, development within the city will be haphazard, incongruous 
and unsupported by residents. In the meantime, however, some degree of flexibility in the zon-
ing code is necessary as there will be times when a proposed project might not fit neatly within 
zoning rules but will have an overall positive impact on the city, this is when the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) process is helpful. 

The PUD process, in practicality, essentially allows a developer to start with a fresh slate 
and write their own zoning rules within certain state and local legal parameters. But the reality 
is the process affords a developer broad leeway. The PUD process offers a public benefit in 
that it allows for negotiation and compromise, unlike rezonings in which there is no availability 
for compromise. With a PUD, the community has input into the specifics of a project such as 
setbacks, architecture, landscaping, etc. These issues are often negotiated for months, and 
compromises are made with the result almost always being approval of the development, with 
one recent exception: the storage unit proposal in San Marco. This proposal was so outside of 
what the community, neighbors and city wanted that it failed to reach any consensus. Here, the 
process worked.

What is critical to the PUD process is that neighbors and community organizations rep-
resenting neighborhood integrity understand clearly what the rules are and how to leverage 
them. This means plainly understanding whether the compromises reached and reflected in 
the PUD document are legally enforceable. For example, if SMPS or RAP provides support 
for a development after gaining concessions on, for example, landscaping enhancements 
or architectural features it is critical that they understand whether these concessions are 
legally enforceable. If it is the case that even after negotiations and compromise neighbors 
are still reliant on the goodwill of the developer rather than a legally binding document, resi-
dents need to know this. I believe it is incumbent on the Deegan Administration to work hard 
to effectively educate neighborhood groups and citizens on the PUD process and what ex-
actly in the document is legally enforceable, what is ultimately dependent on the goodwill of 
the developer, and what can be changed unilaterally by the Administration during the final 
review of the project. Let’s be honest, neighbors and neighborhood organizations simply do 
not have the resources in time and money to hire lobbyists to negotiate every development 
that is introduced, nor should they have to. Mayor Deegan and the city should offer clear 
assistance to neighborhood organizations like SMPS and RAP to negotiate with developers 
fairly and effectively. And frankly, above-board developers should welcome this. Fair is fair. At 
the end of the day, I believe progress is good, but projects should not be negotiated without 
both sides of the table having full knowledge of the law and understanding any unintended 
consequences of agreements made.

-LeAnna Cumber

TO THE EDITOR
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We know the riverside / avondale 
historic district &

we’ll help guide you there.

Ed 
Akers   

904-651-6676

Wade 
Griffin

904-534-0969

Rosemarie 
Reynolds

904-553-0015

Brandon 
Rusnak 

302-605-3034

Alan 
Aptheker

904-982-3950

Erica 
Davis

904-219-0954

Mariel 
Benn

703-473-8082

Tripp 
Newsom

904-234-6117

Seth 
Kimball  

904-270-0210

Ethel 
Henry  

904-477-6313

Marc  
Laurent 

786-617-6818

Tina 
Mattucci

904-710-3641

Robert 
Van Cleve

904-535-4420

Zeke 
Tayag

904-210-3818

Tiffany 
Hebert

904-855-5495

Allison 
Mead

904-678-7355

Glenn 
Guiler

904-707-7712

The Thomsen 
Group

904-835-2300

Nancy Pedrick 
Cusimano

904-728-0981

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved.  
Coldwell  Banker Real Estate  LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and  
"We Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

10222 OLD KINGS RD - $335,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,740 SQFT
Listed By Robert B Van Cleve | 904-535-4420

5739 SHOREWOOD RD - $279,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,408 SQFT
Listed By Erica Davis | 904-219-0954

6863 LUBEC CT - $267,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,658 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

4334 GALILEO AVE - $384,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,546 SQFT
Listed By Rosemarie Whitaker Reynolds | 904-553-0015

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DR - $2,390,000
6 BR | 5 FULL BA | 2 HB | 7,341 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1025 MAPLE LN - $2,725,000
5 BR | 3 FULL BA | 1 HB | 6,654 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

3911 HERSCHEL ST - $384,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1,329 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

355 E 6TH ST - $289,000
2 BR | 1 BA | 1,036 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

3972 HERSCHEL ST - $429,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,446 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

2965 ST JOHNS AVE - $1,294,000
4BR | 2 FULL BA | 1 HB | 3,825 SQFT
Listed By The Thomsen Group | 904-835-2300

4401 ORTEGA FARMS CIR - $1,077,500
5 BR | 3 FULL BA | 2 HB | 5,201 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

84 BIG ISLAND TRAIL - $825,000
3 BR | 3 BA | 2,374 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1528 STOCKTON ST - $579,000
4BR | 2 FULL BA | 1 HB | 2,614 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1688 MAJESTIC VIEW LN - $450,000
5 BR | 3 BA | 3,013 SQFT
Listed By Erica Davis | 904-219-0954

2810 GRAND AVE - $620,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1,780 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1542 PALM AVE 1542 - $299,000
1 BR | 2 BA | 1,062 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

CONTINGENT

PEN
DIN

G

Avondale Office: 3610 St. Johns Avenue 904-394-2316 
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We are a full-service European Automotive Repair facility. From basic oil and brake services 
to complex and technical repairs we are your dealership alternative. Let’s work together to 
protect your investment. Call us today to schedule an appointment!

Scan for Shop Tour

EUROPEAN AUTO CARE

4522 Irvington Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32210
 
(904) 900-1671
mackmotorwerks.com

Peluso Pleased with Budget 
Progress, Projects Ahead
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

After hours of debate and discussion at its meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 26, the 
Jacksonville City Council approved the $1.75 billion budget for the fiscal year 
2023-24 – a 14% increase from last year’s.

This new budget went into effect on Oct. 1. 
Along with the new budget came a new Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

with funding for citywide projects spread across a multi-year plan. These are 
both new projects and those that have carried over from previous years that 
are still underway. Included in the CIP is funding for extensive infrastructural 
work, including sidewalk, drainage and road installations and improvements, 
as well as traffic calming features, structural improvements, renovations to 
several public library branches, and new and continued construction on city 
parks, and more. 

District 7 City Councilmember Jimmy Peluso said he was able to advance the 
$250,000 funding for the Riverside Avenue Drainage Study to this new fiscal 
year, which he said had previously been scheduled for two years from now. While 
specific dates for the study haven’t been determined, Peluso said the study will 
now be completed this year; it will focus on Riverside Avenue from “King [Street] 
to over by the Publix.”

“We’re trying to figure out why drainage is so poor there,” he said. 
Peluso said one of his “biggest issues” in the CIP was incomplete projects 

from prior years that weren’t scheduled to receive additional funding to see them 
through to completion. One of these projects was the Hogan Street Connector for 
the Emerald Trail, which now has $2.5 million scheduled for this new fiscal year 
and the one following.

“The Emerald Trail’s incredibly important to me; it’s incredibly important to 
a lot of folks in the city. This project was funded last year and just was not in the 
budget this year,” he said. “Things like that need to get cleaned up, and need to 
be cleaned up quickly, in order to get things moving.”

Substantial excitement continues to build around the city’s plans for new 
riverfront parks, especially the Riverfront Plaza and Shipyards West. Peluso 
introduced a pair of floor amendments for $20 million and $40 million in 
funding for successive years for both parks, respectively, to ensure these “world-
class parks” are seen through to fruition. 

Ultimately, Peluso withdrew both amendments. 
“I didn’t get them in the budget on paper, but I was told by enough folks that, 

‘Hey, don’t worry, we’ll settle this.’ So, I consider that a victory, right? Because I 
want to make sure that we have these world-class parks that we’ve been telling 
everyone we’re going to build actually get built.”

The CIP has budgeted $10 million for the current fiscal year for Shipyards 
West Park.

A rendering of the future Hub Brooklyn.

Hub Brooklyn Tenants 
Receive Retail Grants
Two businesses planned for the Hub Brooklyn, at Riverside Avenue and Forest 
Street, were approved for over $150,000 in grants from the Downtown Investment 
Authority’s Basic Retail Enhancement Program in October. Alder & Oak restaurant 
and Southern Grounds coffee shop each received grants for tenant improvements, 
along with minimum investment requirements.

Alder & Oak received a grant for $84,200 for tenant improvements to its 
planned 2,600-square-foot interior dining and 3,200-square-foot courtyard 
spaces. Its minimum capital contribution requirement is $532,026.

Southern Grounds Coffee Brooklyn LLC was approved for a $66,150 grant for 
tenant improvements for its 3,415-square-foot coffee shop, eatery and 800-square-
foot rooftop bar. Southern Grounds must invest a minimum of $413,000 in 
improvements or build-out costs to meet the grant requirements. 

Both forgivable, no-interest grants require Alder & Oak and Southern Grounds 
to remain open for three years at the Hub Brooklyn location. 

The location’s three-building construction will cost roughly $2.46 million 
and will accommodate the two grantees, along with additional retail space and a 
CD+urban studio loft.
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COKERLAW.COM  |  904.356.6071
OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE

words ARE NICe. 
but numbers 
speak for 
themselves.

your fight is our fight

*Names changed to protect client privacy

john and debra Smithjohn and debra Smith** v.   v.  
local glass company,  local glass company,  

Out-of-state glass companyOut-of-state glass company**

$4.5 MILLION
(settlement, 8/17/2021)

Personal Injury: Workplace Negligence

orlando valle v.  orlando valle v.  
proficient auto transport, Inc., et alproficient auto transport, Inc., et al

$14.5 MILLION
(verdict, 5/4/2022)

Personal Injury: Trucking Crash

kathleen thomaskathleen thomas** V.   V.  
geico insurance companygeico insurance company

$14.4 MILLION
(verdict, 8/5/2022)

Personal Injury: car accident
*Names changed to protect client privacy
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Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552
(904) 346-0642  |  harbyjewelers.com

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE
FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

READ MORE ON PAGE 11

First Projects of Pearl Street 
District Advance Through 
Conceptual Approval
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

Jacksonville’s Downtown Development Review Board (DDRB) met on Thursday, 
Oct. 12. The board reviewed and granted conceptual and final approvals for several 
projects including the five-block Pearl Street District multi-phase plan included in 
the proposed Gateway Jax development which was first announced in September. 

Ultimately, plans for this expansive development could include up to 22 acres in 
the North Core area of downtown in a reported $500 million development. 

The Pearl Street District is the first project of this development and includes five 
buildings along Pearl Street bordered by Union, Church, Clay and Julia streets.

The Pearl Street District returned to the DDRB for final approval last month, which 
it achieved with a unanimous vote (with board members William Schilling, Jr. and 
Christian Harden recusing themselves because of voting conflicts). 

Following the final approval for the overall Pearl Street District development, 
board members considered three of the five projects within the Pearl Street District 
for conceptual approval. These projects are: 
Pearl Street N-11

This seven-story mixed-use project consists of approximately 21,000 square feet of 
ground floor retail space and 205 residential units. This development pad, bordered by 
Ashley, Church, Clay and Julia streets, currently contains a surface parking lot and the 
historic Porter House Mansion. Proposed plans for this block introduce two new green 
spaces for public access on either side of Porter House, intended, according to attorney 
Cyndy Trimmer, representing the applicant for Pearl Street District project, “to draw the 
attention and the activity from the city center into this public space.”

The southern Porter House Mansion park will be a “serene, intimate gathering 
place” with a water feature at its center while the northern park will contain an open, 
“activated lawn.”

“This parcel is placemaking. This is what placemaking is,” said DDRB Vice Chair 
Linzee Ott.

The team for this project includes developer Gateway Jax, SK+I Architecture, Hoerr 
Schaudt Landscape Architects and England-Thims & Miller, Inc. (ETM). 
Pearl Street N-8

Bordered by Beaver, Ashley, Clay and Pearl streets, this lot consists of surface parking 
and vacant lots. Plans presented to DDRB for this development pad propose a 22-story 
mixed-use building with 62,000 square feet of ground- and second-floor retail space, 
530 residential units and two levels of parking. 

This development pad will give the appearance of three buildings of different 

orientations and heights. The residential units begin on the fourth floor of the 
structure. Included in those residential units are 23 furnished units all situated on the 
fourth floor. 

“We tried to offer these both to cater to the hospitality audience – we’re next 
to that medical district, we’re going to have that UF campus – but we also think 
Jacksonville is going to be a destination where people will want to come and stay 
for a period of time and not necessarily haul everything with them. So, it’s dual-
purpose to cater to all of those audiences,” said Trimmer of the furnished units.

Plans for this N8 development pad also pay homage to a significant historical 
structure that once stood within that block – the Ebenezer Methodist Church. Ian 
Mills, executive director of the New Orleans office of Morris Adjmi Architects – the 
architectural firm for the N8 development pad – highlighted an homage included in 
the designs of this pad to the church in the form of an arched window reminiscent 
of the one within the church’s nave, “very close” to where the original window once 
was at the church’s location there when it stood on the southwest corner of the 
development pad. 

The team for this project includes developer Gateway Jax, Morris Adjmi Architects, 
Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects and England-Thims & Miller, Inc. (ETM). 
Pearl Street N-4

The final development pad presented to the DDRB at its October meeting was the 
N4 development pad for the Pearl Street District project. Currently vacant – except 
for an existing development at 716 North Pearl Street, which will not be part of the 
Pearl Street District – this is the proposed site for a seven-story mixed-use building 
with 16,000 square feet of ground floor retail space, 270 residential units and two 
“partial” parking levels. 

The team for this project includes developer Gateway Jax, Boston-based Elkus 
Manfredi Architects, Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects and England-Thims & 
Miller, Inc. (ETM). 

A rendering of Pearl Street District’s N-8 block.
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PRODUCED BY THE WOMEN’S BOARD TO 
BENEFIT WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Tickets on sale now! Call 904.202.2886 
or visit thefloridaforum.com.

STEVE WOZNIAK   
January 17, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

Co-founder, Apple Computer, Inc.

Presented by

2023-2024

ADMIRAL JAMES STAVRIDIS, USN, Ret.
February 26, 2024 aT 7:00 p.m.

NATO’s 16th Supreme Allied Commander; New York 
Times Bestselling Author 

Presented by
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A rendering of Pearl Street District’s N-4 block.

All three development pads – N-11, N-8 and N-4 – 
will now advance with conceptual approval.
Incentives Still Pending

In an interview with The Resident News, Downtown 
Investment Authority (DIA) CEO Lori Boyer stated 
the area where the proposed Pearl Street District 
project will stand is “ripe for a larger-scale impact 
not just in density, but this is a part of downtown 
that is significantly underdeveloped, underutilized, 
undervalued and so the opportunity here is greater 
than say, in Brooklyn or Southbank, when you’ve 
already realized a lot of that economic value.”

Boyer added the DIA had hoped to present an 
incentives package to its October board meeting but 
said “it will probably be several weeks before we have 
that real information on the incentives.” 

Regarding the utility service capacity and 
infrastructure needed to support a project of this 
scale, Boyer doesn’t foresee any necessary upgrades 
or enhancements other than looking to the developer 
to improve the pedestrian and bicycle experiences 
within the entire area, not just for the one block.

“The decision by the applicant to improve the 
sidewalks on the opposite side of their property 
really shows their dedication to not just their own 
project but the entire neighborhood that will exist 
in downtown. I think that was a great decision 
and we commend you for that,” DDRB Chair Matt 
Brockelman said

View all renderings at residentnews.net

Merchants 
Making  
Moves 
Five Points Merchants 
Association launches 
subcommittees
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

The Five Points Merchants Association continues to gain 
momentum in this renewed iteration of the merchant 
and community organization. 

With its new officers in place and 501(c)(3) status 
officially secured, the association met on Monday, Oct. 
16 to discuss its newly configured subcommittees and 
address issues discussed at previous meetings in the 
early stages of the association’s formation. 

These subcommittees include Programming and 
Events, Green Thumb and Keep It Clean Crews (green 
spaces, landscaping, trash removal and beautification), 
Helping Hands Crew (for displaced people) and 
Community Outreach. 

Five Points Merchants Association President Stephen 
Ezell said the association has initiated conversations 
with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) to discuss 
merchants’ concerns. Those discussions have resulted 
in JSO’s commitment of two officers in the Five Points 
area during the weekend’s busier evening hours, which 
Ezell said he felt was a “landmark” for the association.

“So, we’re working hand-in-hand with them right 
now trying to make that space safer,” he said. 

During the JSO briefing at the Oct. 16 association 
meeting, merchants shared comments that they’re 
already noticing improvements, and the small-
but-consistent police presence “really makes a 
difference,” as one merchant stated, during the 
weekend evening hours. 

Trash and trash clean-up continue to be persistent 
problems for Five Points merchants, and the merchants 
association is working hard to present solutions 
to address that. Additionally, Riverside Avondale 
Preservation (RAP) is assisting the association by 
collecting landscaping design and maintenance 
proposals for consideration for long-term beautification 
efforts for the communal landscape areas. 

Additionally, the merchants association has 
procured community banners, designed by Wingard, 
to be installed on the light posts denoting the Five 
Points area. RAP will cover all costs for the banners, 
which, including installation, will be an estimated 
$5,000. 

Ezell said the association has several tasks currently 
underway, including finalizing its official budget, 
building a website, creating various association 
collateral – a merchant directory, for example, as well 
as a Five Points map and brochure – and establishing 
membership dues for both merchants and property 
owners within the Five Points area. 

“Right now, it’s a little ragtag, but we’re getting 
everything together,” he said. “I think we’re 
making some good strides. As long as we’re having 
conversations and not hollering at each other, I’m 
pretty sure we can make this stuff work.”

Ezell hopes to engage the community as a whole 
through this association, not just the merchants. 
To that end, he plans to reach out to several of the 
senior living facilities in the area to gather feedback 
from their residents about “how they feel about their 
neighborhood,” which he will then pass on to Five 
Points merchants to find solutions and opportunities 
for these neighbors to begin to enjoy their community 
once again.

“My mother lives in the neighborhood and a lot of 
people who live in Five Points live in the senior living 
facilities, and many of them don’t even leave their 
homes because they’re afraid,” he said. “What I’m 
seeing now is merchants getting together and trying 
to create a safer space and more activities for these 
residents to come out and enjoy the neighborhood 
together.

“I have hope with the neighborhood that some 
people have lost hope in.”

BRIAN D. CHAPPELL, AIF®, CRPS™
President, Speedwell Capital Group

Wealth Advisor, RJFS

1920 San Marco Blvd.  //  Jacksonville, FL 32207 
T 904.900.7004  //  F 904.256.9824  //  raymondjames.com/speedwellcapitalgroup

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory 
services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Speedwell Capital Group is not a 
registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 23-BRFJH-0001TA 10/23

For life’s journey, an elevated  
advisory experience

904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204
TraditionsJax.com  |   @TraditionsRealtyJax.com

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

TRADITIONS
R E A L T Y LLC

FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME
BUY / SELL / RENT / PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FEATURED HOMEFEATURED HOME
1596 LANCASTER TER 7A $706,000  
3 BR / 3 BA / 2,365 sqft.
One of the best locations in Jacksonville-riverfront & walkable to restaurants, parks, 
Riverside Art Mart, banks, Publix, & the Cummer Art Museum. Everything is just  
blocks away. With cosmetic updating, this could be your forever home. A modern  
lobby with a secured entrance invites you into the building. Then, up to the 7th floor 
where solid wood double entry doors lead to an elegant foyer. Functionality & comfort 
define the space w/ parquet floors, moldings, floor to ceiling built ins, decorative 
fireplace, galley kitchen & plenty of wall space for art work. Panoramic views of the  
St Johns River from several rooms to watch the dolphins play. Many Amenities.

3370 MILLCREST DR - $330,000
3 BR / 2 BA / 1,763 sqft.

3303 PLUM ST - $250,000
3 BR / 1 BA / 1,262 sqft.

1429 CHALLEN AVE - $3,200/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA  / 2,480 sqft. 

2769 RIVERSIDE AVE - $2,995/mo.
3 BR / 3 BA  / 2,468 sqft.



12  |   R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T    |    N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

3556 St Johns Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32205
904.387.2060 ~ biscottis.net 

Not your mama’s bread pudding

904.356.6856  seekhairpeace.com 
2534 Oak Street @seekhairpeace | @thejaxwaxlady

When you come in for your PMU 
Consultation and book your first Lip 
Blushing session before 12/31/2023, 
you’ll get $100 off Lip Blushing!

Lip Blushing is a tattoo procedure  
giving you a more defined lip and  
a kiss of color that lasts 2-5 years.  
Enhance your natural color or match 
your favorite lip products color. 

Embrace Radiant Lips

807 Lomax St.  
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904-353-6229 www.davaltoptical.com

Serving  
Historic Riverside

Since 1958

You Asked for It
Why haven’t more stores filled the Ortega Park shopping center? 
BY JENNIFER JENSEN 

This is a question many have asked. And it seems no one can fully answer it. 
The Ortega Park shopping center has 33 empty spaces. When Stein Mart filed for 

bankruptcy and closed its doors in October 2021, the shopping center lost one of its 
main anchors and it has remained vacant since. The shopping center’s latest tenant was 
the Peach Cobbler Factory, which opened in July 2022. Growth seems to be stagnant, 
and citizens are becoming frustrated with seeing all the empty spaces.

One concerned resident, Carolyn Snowden, took to a local moms’ group on Facebook 
to ask users what stores they would like to see in the shopping center. Prior to posting 
on Facebook, Snowden said she reached out to the leasing company and expressed her 
frustration but never heard back. She plans to reach back out to the company to offer a 
glimpse into the responses she received from other moms in the area. 

“I’m just a concerned citizen and want to know what’s going on,” Snowden said. 
“True or not, the perception is you don’t care. You’re not moving on this.”

John Dewberry – whose company, Dewberry Capital, owns Ortega Park – acquired 
what was then the Roosevelt Mall in 1997, and has had it thrice renovated. Ortega Park 
currently sits as a 300,000-square-foot, open-air retail center, but the company plans 
to grow the center to 750,000 square feet with shopping, dining and multifamily units. 
In February, Dewberry chose Franklin Street as the retail leasing adviser.

While a representative with Franklin Street said some “exciting announcements” 
regarding new tenants would be made soon, they did not have the authorization to 
name them publicly. 

“I can assure you that there is a lot in the works that is not public knowledge just 
yet,” said Franklin Street Regional Managing Director Ricky Ostrofsky.

Franklin Street’s retail landlord services team includes Ostrofsky, Carrie Smith and 
Kaelyn Sreenan. 

“The three of us are residents of Avondale, Fairfax and Ortega and have vested 
interest in the tenancy of the center shaping up nicely,” Ostrofsky said. 

According to Franklin Street, one of its primary objectives is leasing Ortega Alley, a 
pedestrian-only area “designed to attract and encourage the increasingly active culture 
surrounding the property.”

There has been speculation that perhaps the new layout, including Ortega Alley, 
isn’t desirable to businesses. Ortega Alley also only has a few storefronts that are visible 
from the road, which might be a hard sell for some businesses. 

Some have also speculated that the rates are just too high – currently at $50 per 
square foot or more, according to a leasing package brochure by Franklin Street. 

The Resident News attempted to reach someone at Dewberry Capital. However, 
a search for the company led to a one-page website that simply listed the company’s 
address in Atlanta and its phone number. After calling the number, it does not ring, but 
goes to a recording that gives you the option to leave a voicemail. No one at Dewberry 
Capital has returned those messages. 

While the idea of “exciting announcements” is exciting, the lack of concrete 
information leaves residents with more questions than answers. 

Word on the Street
BY JENNIFER JENSEN 

What business or businesses would you like to see move into the Ortega 
Park shopping center?

“I think an indoor play place for children – similar to Sprouts in 
Fleming Island, where moms could meet up – would be wonderful. 
Maybe the play place could have a café with snacks and coffee 
drinks for the parents and kids to enjoy as well. My kids love being 
creative so another idea would be a painting, pottery or cooking 
studio that could host classes for children and adults. They could 
even offer birthday party packages.”

- Heather Hanson
“The Ortega Shopping Plaza is already a fairly crowded area with limited parking 
available for the existing stores. I can’t imagine what it would look like with 
something like a TJ Maxx or Home Goods. I’ve lived in the Avondale/Ortega 
area my whole life and I’ve seen the effects of new retail developments over the 
decades, and it’s concerning to see large stores exploiting our neighborhood to 
gain a profit while they also disrupt the flow and environment of 
the surrounding residential community. I can only hope that the 
developers have some strict guidelines that are respectful of our 
neighborhood and they heavily consider what businesses they 
allow to lease space in the shopping plaza. As a lifelong resident, 
I know how much of an impact new businesses can have on every 
aspect of our neighborhood, from noise level and traffic concerns 
to trash, litter and safety concerns.”

- Jennifer Taylor Crites
“I think Ortega Park is a great opportunity for businesses. One 
thing I think would be popular with local families are any indoor 
activity spaces, like pottery making, candle making, escape room, 
bounce place, etc. A craft store would also be great. And some 
other casual dining options (counter service) would be nice.”
- Rachel Smith

“I would love to see that area really take off with great options. A 
Nordstrom Rack would be amazing. Home Goods would also be a 
great addition. I’d love to see a wine and tapas place with outdoor 
seating or a local Italian restaurant. A small crafts store (not Hobby 
Lobby size) with a studio where you could do classes or projects 
with kids, I think would be welcome in our area too.”
- Angela Phillips

“I was thinking, in the old Stein Mart, since it's so big, it could 
be indoor pickle ball. It doesn’t have to be pickle ball, maybe it’s 
racquetball or just something that people can do. A cute thrift store 
would also be fun. I’m also just interested in convenience. So, give 
me somewhere like a Stein Mart or Marshalls or a TJ Maxx where I 
can go to get what I need when I need it, and not have to go very far. 
Just fill it. It’s depressing when you pass by it every 

single day, there’s nothing new.
- Carolyn Snowden
“I would like to see more restaurants, there’s only a few in the area. 
Also, more kid-related businesses. A jump place would be cool. 
The closest one is in Orange Park. There’s nothing like that over 
here for the kids. I’d like to see something like that.”

- Terance Austin 
“I’d like to see ma-and-pa specialty restaurants, like an Italian 
restaurant, a Spanish restaurant or a southwestern restaurant. A 
little bit of diversity would be nice. And some options for those 
who are Gluten-free. It’s hard to find Gluten-free restaurants on 
the Westside. Also, something for the kids. In Mandarin, you have 
things for the kids to do. It would be nice to see a trampoline park 
or a bowling alley. Specialty stuff for the kids would 

be a welcomed addition to the community.”
- Randy Lopez
“I’d like more restaurants to have a variety of choices. Maybe a 
good Mexican restaurant. That would be a nice addition.”
- Tyler Bussineau 

Heather Hanson

Jennifer Taylor Crites 

Angela Phillips

Terance Austin
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Rachel Smith

Carolyn Snowden 

Randy Lopez
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SPECIALIZING IN ANTIQUE RESTORATION
Call 904.435.3379

L I LYS C H I C .C O M

Grand Opening Thursday, November 2nd • 10 am-7 pm 
Enjoy 15% off all merchandise opening weekend only!

Email: lilyschicortegavillage@gmail.com | Store: 904-240-1981 | Cell: 404-234-2604
Hours Thur-Sat 9-6 • Located in the former First Guaranty Bank building

High-end designers including Chanel, Prada, David Yurman and more!

Consignment & Brand-New Finds | Estate Jewelry | Sterling Silver Selections | Auction Treasures | Vintage Framed Posters | Fresh Arrivals Daily from Trusted Vendors

L I LYS C H I C 4

Peace Park Labyrinth Project on 
Track for 2024 Installation
BY LAURA PHELPS

A project to build an 11-circuit stone 
labyrinth in Riverside’s Peace Memorial 
Rose Garden Park is on track for 
construction to begin in 2024. 

Friends of the Labyrinth committee 
members say they are halfway to reaching 
their goal thanks to support from several 
sustaining sponsors and three successful 
fundraising events this fall. 

Riverside residents Hazel Cleary and 
Ruth Thompson came up with the idea 
for the labyrinth while 
walking through 
the park in 2021. 
Since then, they’ve 
established the Friends 
of the Labyrinth 
committee, partnered 
with Riverside 
Avondale Preservation 
to help fundraise, 
and engaged local 
landscaping expert 
Ladd Roberts to design 
the site plan. 

“It just took off. It’s 
almost like kismet,” 
Thompson said. “It’s 
almost like it called us 
to create this labyrinth 
in the park.”

Located on 
Park Street across 
from the Willow Branch Library, the 
Peace Memorial Rose Garden Park 
was established in the 1950s to honor 
Americans who lost their lives in World 
War II. Through seasons and storms, the 
garden diminished over time, becoming 
an overlooked, underutilized green space.

Riverside Avondale Preservation 

Executive Director Shannon Blankinship 
said people in the neighborhood are 
excited to see the park revitalized.

“It’s the desire to do something 
with what has been an underutilized, 
very prominent, visible space on a 
thoroughfare in the neighborhood that 
has people the most excited,” Blankinship 
said. 

The proposed labyrinth is a replica 
of the world-famous Chartres, France, 
labyrinth built in the 13th century. With 
a 40-foot circumference, the Peace 

Park version will be 
virtually the same 
size and pattern with 
a rosette in the center 
to honor the park’s 
history. 

L a b y r i n t h 
enthusiasts say these 
historic walking paths 
are often used as tools 
to promote overall 
well-being. Visitors 
can pray, meditate, 
engage in deep 
thought or not think 
at all. 

B l a n k i n s h i p 
looks to the Riverside 
Avondale Community 
Garden across the 
street as a model for 
success. “It was a 

space that previously was a grass lawn 
and today is a really active community 
space where we have dozens of gardeners 
each day,” she said. “People come to that 
garden and seek that refuge for a variety 
of reasons, and we’ve seen continued 
demand for it. I want to see the same thing 
at the labyrinth: people utilizing the space 

in whatever way meets their need.” 
Macquarie Group, JM Family 

Enterprises, Southeast Toyota Distributors 
and the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund 
gave generously to the project, helping to 
build and sustain momentum, organizers 
say.

“We need about $170,000 to put the 
labyrinth in the ground. We’ve raised 
about half of that and expect to raise a 
great deal more before the end of the 
year,” Cleary said.

The final phase of fundraising will 
focus almost entirely on grassroots 
support through the purchase of engraved 
bricks for the surrounding walkways, 
ranging from $100 to $400 each.

Cleary says many donors and 
volunteers supporting the project have 

a personal connection to labyrinths – 
like Friends of the Labyrinth committee 
member Sharon Qualls. 

Qualls first learned about labyrinths 
years ago from close friend Donna 
Christiansen, who passed away about five 
years ago. Christiansen traveled with a 
canvas labyrinth replica and taught others 
how to engage in mindfulness practices 
while walking the winding path. 

“For years, our group of friends would 
assist her in taking this labyrinth to yoga 
studios and churches and other places so 
people could walk the labyrinth,” Qualls 
said. “She took it on sort of as her gift or 
mission to contribute to the world and to 
give back to others.”

In honor of her friend, Qualls made a 
donation to the project and looks forward 
to sharing her love of labyrinths with her 
grandkids when its complete.

Construction is expected to begin as 
early as next spring. Once the labyrinth is 
installed, the Friends of the Labyrinth will 
fundraise for the landscaping and public 
art installations in the park. The group 
will donate the labyrinth to the City of 
Jacksonville upon completion. 

Learn more about the project or make a 
donation at folpeacepark.com. Donations 
to Friends Of The Labyrinth are 100% 
tax deductible and go directly toward the 
construction of the Labyrinth and future 
programming.

It’s the desire to do 

something with what  

has been an underutilized, 

very prominent, visible  

space on a thoroughfare in 

the neighborhood that has 

people the most excited.

– Shannon Blankinship
 Riverside Avondale Preservation 
 Executive Director
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It wasn’t that long ago that Memorial Park’s austere eagles, iconic sculpture and 
balustrades were blocked off by temporary fencing while the esplanade underwent 
restoration and refurbishment as part of Memorial Park Association’s (MPA) 
“Master Plan” improvements through its Spirit of Victory campaign. 

The campaign’s goal was to restore Memorial Park to its original grandeur ahead 
of its centennial anniversary in 2024. 

After Hurricane Idalia swept through Jacksonville at the end of August, residents 
were horrified to see large swathes of the park’s riverfront balustrade destroyed – 
and the fences returned. 

Tim Trigg said he was at the apartment building facing Memorial Park during 
the storm and watched the waves crash over the balustrade. At times, he said, the 
waves were “as tall as the light posts,” crashing with “unbelievable force.”

“I was just heartsick, I just thought, ‘I can’t believe it’s happening again,’” he said.
In the days following Idalia, MPA President Patrick Emmet issued a letter 

to donors regarding that damage. In it, he stated the MPA board, the City of 
Jacksonville’s Director of Parks, Risk Management Team, Disaster Recovery Team, 
Construction Management Team and Design Team met to assess the damage and 
determine next steps. 

As with the repairs to Memorial Park following Hurricane Irma in 2017, he wrote 
the City of Jacksonville would “again accept responsibility for the most recent 
damages that occurred during Idalia.” 

In a later interview, Emmet reemphasized that none of the monies collected 
through MPA’s fundraising efforts had gone or will go toward any reconstruction or 
refurbishments to the balustrade. 

“It’s really important for us to make sure that the donors – people that do give 

money to the park – know that their money did not get spent on the balustrade and 
the bulkhead. That was 100% the city,” he said. “I don’t want the donors to think we 
wasted their money, or we didn’t do our homework.”

The work MPA did at the park – the esplanade area and where the eagles stand 
– “did fantastic.” 

Memorial Park is a city park and, therefore, its maintenance is overseen by both 
the City and MPA. MPA, Emmet added, is not involved in maintaining the balustrade 
or the bulkhead. 

In an e-mail, City of Jacksonville Director of Public Works Nina Sickler wrote the 
city is still determining what the total cost for repairs will be. The repairs following 
Irma, completed in 2021, cost approximately $450,000. 

“The City will pay for the repairs, and then seek reimbursement from FEMA,” 
she wrote.

Evaluations of the bulkhead and balustrade are still underway to determine why 
such extensive damage was sustained.

“Until we know the full extent, it is too early to know,” Sickler wrote.
While a construction timeline won’t be determined until a contractor has been 

acquired, Sickler anticipates it will be roughly 12 months before construction 
begins.

“We are advertising for a Disaster Response Design Builder to design and rebuild 
the balustrade. Procurement and design will take about six months each. Based 
on previous balustrade construction of 180 days, we estimate around 270 days for 
removal of bottom rail, any bulkhead cap repair required, and construction of the 
new balustrade,” she wrote. 

Memorial Park’s 100-year anniversary will be on Dec. 25, 2024. 

Devastation Déjà Vu
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

The balustrade at Memorial Park suffered extensive damage during Hurricane Idalia, which swept through Jacksonville in late August. 

SIP FOR A CAUSE
AT RIVERSIDE WINEFEST

NOVEMBER 18 | 6-9P | SIP, SUPPORT AND CELEBRATE IN STYLE!

CELEBRATE WITH WINE, FOOD AND LIVE BEATS ON KING STREET!
Step out to Jacksonville’s iconic New Riverside on King Street this November!  
Dive into an exquisite tasting experience of  250+ wines, groove to live entertainment, 
and savor gourmet delights from popular food trucks. Your WineFest ticket doesn’t just 
guarantee a memorable evening – it supports the noble efforts of  Riverside-Avondale 
Preservation. Plus, with every ticket, receive a unique, city-approved polymer wine  
glass and a $5 coupon to splurge with our participating vendors. 
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2023
Benefiting the Riverside-Avondale Preservation
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3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

Historic Neighborhoods 
Are Our Passion

1951 N MARKET ST #14 - $475,000
2 BR / 1 BA / 2,204 SQFT.

4123 QUINCY ST - $ 299,900
2 BR / 2 BA / 1,563 SQFT.

330 SARGO RD - $825,000 
3 BR / 2 BA / 1,841 SQFT.

CALLING ALL TASTEMAKERS, this STATEMENT PIECE HOME is for 
you!!! Never EVER have you seen a loft like this in Jax! One of the two 
largest lofts in the old Corrine Scott school converted in 2000. Transport 
into that modern+rustic big city feel when walking into this open two-
story, 2,204sf 2/1 loft, is half the original auditorium space, with stage, 
and SO much playspace for entertainment, whose goal it is making a 
show-stopping impression. Private entrance opens to the barrel-ceiling 
foyer w/exposed brick, then to the great room with 
23’ ceilings and balconies overlooking. Venture up 
to the multi-leveled upstairs where you can view 
below, or retreat to where the open-aired bedrooms 
are, where you might envision building out more. 
Don’t forget the private balcony overlooking the 
courtyard. New roof 2022. Many furnishings in 
loft will be for sale!

This gem of a home’s lot is 270’ deep, and has a private oasis! In 
addition to your own cute historic bungalow, your own retreat from the 
city into nature via the beautiful private nature-encapsulated backyard 
awaits you. BRAND NEW ROOF, BRAND NEW HVAC! This craftsman 
style home features many historic elements: coffer ceilings, brick 
fireplace, french doors, original hardwood floors, clawfoot tub, and 
bonus room at the front of the house, can be used as an office, sitting 
room, playroom. Owners suite has a huge en-suite 
clawfoot tub bathroom, and the 2nd BR has built in 
storage within a sitting bench, true character from 
the era. This home was moved from Springfield 
many years ago, and is so rife with character! 
Wonderful neighbors, 3-5 minute walk to the main 
strip in PRIME Murray Hill!

This is your chance to own immaculate new construction on a 
large lot in Atlantic Beach! Biking distance to the ocean and AB 
Town Center, walk to restaurants, coffee shops, and local parks. 
Part of an A-Ranked school district! No detail was overlooked 
in the creation of this 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom build. 1,841 sq. 
foot heated/cooled with 2,720 under roofline-including a large 
2 car garage and TWO porches. Room to 
add a pool out back. Walk inside to 10-foot 
ceilings, shaker cabinets, quartz counters, 
oversized walk-in pantry, custom mudroom, 
exquisite primary bathroom with double 
shower and walk-in closet, and so much more. 
Take advantage of the best and reasonable 
homeowners’ insurance with 
this home.

Listing AgentListing Agent
Romy Vann | 904-673-2560Romy Vann | 904-673-2560

Listing AgentListing Agent
Alyssa Key | 904-999-7130Alyssa Key | 904-999-7130

Listing AgentListing Agent
Alyssa Key | 904-999-7130Alyssa Key | 904-999-7130

NEW LISTING PRICE DROP

SPRINGFIELD MURRAY HILL

SOLD

ATLANTIC BEACH

“The Story of RAP: How We Almost Lost the Neighborhood” was held at St. Paul’s Catholic Church on 
Tuesday, Sept. 26. 

Dr. Wayne Wood, founder of Riverside Avondale 
Preservation, hosted a lecture about the 
organization’s history as part of RAP’s Historic 
Homeowner Workshop series.

A (Nearly) 50-
year RAP-up
Wayne Wood holds lecture 
on the history of Riverside 
Avondale Preservation
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

Riverside Avondale Preservation concluded its eight-
session Historic Homeowner Workshop series with a 
talk from RAP founder and Jacksonville historian Dr. 
Wayne Wood about the creation and evolution of the 
neighborhood organization. 

The lecture, “The Story of RAP: How We Almost 
Lost the Neighborhood,” was held on Tuesday, Sept. 26 
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church and told the story of how 
RAP came to be and its major accomplishments in its 
nearly 50 years. 

RAP began in 1974 as the Riverside Area Preservation 
with $43 in its initial treasury. Since then, not only has it 
expanded to include and preserve Avondale – its sister 
community – it has worked to establish the Riverside 
Avondale community not only as a gem of the City of 
Jacksonville, but as a historic community. In 2010, it 
was named one of the nation’s 10 Great Neighborhoods 
in the American Planning Association’s Great Places in 
America program. That year, Wood said, it shared the 
prestigious recognition with the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Historic District in Illinois. 

“That was pretty significant to me because that 

is truly probably the 
greatest, most famous 
neighborhood in 
America and to be 
placed alongside 
that…,” he said. 

While Wood shared 
stories of RAP’s past, 
he also emphasized 
the importance of 
engaging the next 
generation to carry 
RAP into the future. 

“The lecture I gave was kind of a sermon for the 
future. This is what happened and let’s don’t let what 
we worked so hard for become undone. The newer 
generations have much different interests and way of 
doing things, different concerns. But I want them to 
have concern over this, the heritage of the place they 
live,” he added.

One of the ways RAP is doing that, Wood said, is 
the creation of the Riverside Avondale Cultural Trail, 
created by RAP’s Creative Placemaking Committee. The 
Resident News reported on preliminary plans for Phase 
1 of the trail – a 1.6-mile self-guided trail connecting 
the three points of the Five Points Historic Triangle: 
the Riverside Arts Market, Memorial Park and Five 
Points and Riverside Park. The Cultural Trail plans to 
implement geolocation, QR codes and even augmented 
reality technologies to enhance the experience for 
people as they follow the various points along the trail. 

Wood said work on this first phase continues as RAP 
proceeds to navigate the various elements that the trail 
will be interacting with throughout the neighborhood.

“We’ve been working on it for a year, and we hope 
within the next year it will become a reality,” he said. 

“We are grateful to have Wayne's unparalleled 
perspective on the moments in our history that have 
created and shaped this neighborhood and Riverside 
Avondale Preservation. Each person in the audience 
learned at least one new thing during his talk. As we 
approach our 50-year anniversary in 2024, it is a great 
time to reflect on what has shaped us in order to look 
towards what is next,” said RAP Executive Director 
Shannon Blankinship.

Vehicles Still 
Trapped After 
Parking Garage 
Collapse
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

Retrieval efforts continue for the removal of the 
remaining vehicles trapped in the Ascension St. 
Vincent’s Riverside Hospital parking structure after a 
partial collapse in September. 

An Oct. 26 statement provided to The Resident 
News by Ascension St. Vincent’s read, in part, “Our 
number one priority continues to be the safety of our 
associates, contractors and anyone working near the 
garage.” 

A previous statement from earlier in the month 
detailed that vehicles from the ground floor of the 
parking garage have been successfully removed using 
a robotic-assisted tow truck to preclude anyone from 
having to enter the structure. A crane was utilized to 
safely retrieve vehicles from the third floor.

“In addition, teams have been removing debris 
from the damaged area of the garage, allowing us 
to enter the final phase of vehicle retrieval. We will 
contact vehicle owners directly when their vehicle 
has been removed and picked up,” the Oct. 26 
statement continued.

The emergency department remains open and 
operational. The investigation into the cause for this 
partial collapse is ongoing.

Patients are being notified of temporary 
relocations of Ascension Medical Group clinics 
located at 1824 King Street.

The Riverside parking structure suffered a partial 
collapse of its third level just after noon on Thursday, 
Sept. 12, with no injuries or fatalities reported. 

The Resident News will continue to report updates 
as they become available. 
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&MOVERS     SHAKERS

5421 Roosevelt Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 322105421 Roosevelt Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32210
904-580-7345 • SouthernSteer.com904-580-7345 • SouthernSteer.com

We’ve got roasts, fresh-never frozen  
turkeys and all the sides! 

Have no fear, 
Southern  

Steer  
is here!

Order yours 
before the 
holidays 
arrive!

Tis’ the Season Tis’ the Season 
 for Pre-Orders, for Pre-Orders, 
so you get exactly  
what you want for  
the family traditions!

Jacksonvi l le’s  Trusted Shop  
for  Qual ity  Meats  and Eats

Srinath, Dinh and 
Junco Join JTA
The Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) announced the hiring of three 
executives to fill key positions: Raj Srinath, as Senior Vice President/Chief 
Financial Officer; Kiet Dinh as Vice President/Automation and Innovation; and 
Anthony Junco as Public Information Officer. 

Srinath will be responsible for directing the financial planning and analysis, 
budgeting, revenue and fixed assets programs functions and personnel for the 
JTA. He has nearly 30 years of financial management experience, including at 
transit agencies.

Dinh will manage the JTA’s planning, design, procurement, manufacture, 
installation and construction for the Ultimate Urban Circulator (U2C) program 
and oversee the JTA Skyway and its maintenance. He previously served as 
the Project Delivery Manager at the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada, and he comes to the JTA with experience in leading the 
commercialization of an autonomous vehicle urban circulator service.

Junco will provide strategic communication direction and execute the JTA’s 
internal and external corporate communication activities. He will also serve 
as JTA’s spokesperson and manage CEO communication opportunities. He 
previously served as the Public Affairs Officer at Littoral Combat Ship Squadron 
2 in Jacksonville.

“I am thrilled to have Raj, Kiet and Anthony join the JTA team,” said JTA CEO 
Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr. “All three of these individuals have proven experience in 
their fields and will be an invaluable addition to the Authority in each of their 
departments. I look forward to welcoming them to help us further advance the 
JTA as both a mobility provider for Northeast Florida, and as one of the top 
employers in our region.” 

A Trio of Heart 
Specialists for 
Wolfson Children’s
Three physicians have joined the C. Herman and Mary Virginia Terry Heart 
Institute at Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Pediatric electrophysiologist Judy 
Ashouri, pediatric cardiac intensivist Kaushal Dosani, and pediatric cardiologist 
and cardiac imaging specialist Umakumaran Ponniah will provide Wolfson 
Children’s heart services to patients across Northeast Florida and the region. 

Dr. Ashouri received her medical degree from the University of Florida College 
of Medicine in Gainesville, Florida, and completed her pediatrics residency at 
Children’s National Hospital in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Dosani received his medical degree from Dr. D. Y. Patil Medical College and 
Research Center in Mumbai, India, and completed his pediatrics residency at the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas School of Medicine.

Dr. Ponniah received his medical degree from Karnataka Medical College in 
Hubballi, India, and completed pediatric residencies at Mysore Medical College in 
Mysore, India, and at Milton Hershey Medical Center in Hershey, Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Ponniah also serves as the director of non-invasive imaging at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital.

Wolfson Children’s Hospital and the Terry Heart Institute are the only providers 
in Jacksonville that treat a full range of congenital cardiac conditions in children 
and adults. Physicians providing care at Wolfson Children’s Hospital are not 
employees nor agents of the hospital, but are employed by Nemours Children’s 
Health, University of Florida College of Medicine, Baptists Specialty Physicians 
and Emergency Resources Group.

Umakumaran Ponniah Kaushal DosaniJudy Ashouri

Anthony Junco Kiet Dinh Raj Srinath

10% DISCOUNT

1620 Margaret St 104, Facing Oak St 
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

(904) 374-0669

with this ad

We Are the Local Experts
s a l e s  /  l e a s i n g  /  m a n a g e m e n t

o f f i c e l a n dm u lt i fa m i lyi n d u s t r i a l m e d i c a lr e ta i l

w w w.naihal lmark .com
(904) 363-9002

Austin Kay Eugene StiltnerDylan Thue-Jones
Vice President, Retail Specialist Vice President, Land SpecialistVice President

Navigating Opportunities, Securing Success
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riversideavondale.org

 39thth Annual 
Luminaria

DECEMBER 10, 2023 AT DUSK
Volunteer Driven, Community Supported

Your purchase from Riverside Avondale Preservation provides 
free kits for parks, churches, and public community spaces

$7 for 1 kit = 6 bags and 6 candles + sand

$50 Starter Pack = 4 kits, keepsake custom totebag, firestick, and + 
delivery when ordered before 12/1 (space permitting)

$7 for 1 kit = 6 bags and 6 candles + sand

$50 Starter Pack = 4 kits, keepsake custom totebag, 
firestick, and + delivery when ordered before 12/1

Art Walk Turns 20
Downtown Vision (DVI), the Business Improvement District for downtown 
Jacksonville, celebrated the 20th anniversary of the First Wednesday Art Walk on 
Oct. 4, 2023. Downtown Vision launched Art Walk to bring more people downtown 
and to support local businesses. It has grown into a signature monthly event for 
downtown Jacksonville where artists and art lovers come together in support of 
live music and the arts: visual, dance, performing, interactive, fashion and culinary. 

“We’re grateful to produce this monthly event for and by Jacksonville and have 
had so much fun with it over the years,” said Katherine Hardwick, Vice President 
of Marketing and Research. “What makes it so special and what gives it its staying 
power is that Art Walk is ever-evolving and always inclusive. There is always 
something new. There is always something for everyone. And it’s always a great 
place to see and be seen.”

Over the past two decades, Art Walk has embraced a variety of holidays and 
themes, playing host to everything from haunted houses and annual Christmas 
Tree lightings to pop-up ball pits, beer release parties, silent discos, live sketch 
shows, and even marriage proposals and a wedding. It has attracted more than half 
a million visitors to the cultural venues, shops, restaurants and parks, drawing an 
average of 5,000 people every first Wednesday.

“First Wednesday Art Walk is a cornerstone of the Downtown Jacksonville 
experience and we're excited to celebrate the 20th year of this beloved Jacksonville 
institution,” said Jake Gordon, CEO of Downtown Vision. “At DVI, our non-profit 
mission is to help make Downtown Jacksonville a more exciting place to live, 
work, visit and invest, and for two decades now, Art Walk is one of the key ways 
we deliver on our mission. We look forward to celebrating our downtown and this 
great milestone with you.”

To learn more about First Wednesday Art Walk and participating locations, 
visit DTJax.com/artwalk.
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Clements, 
Whittier 
Join 
Berkshire 
Hathaway 
Derrick Whittier and Caroline Clements have 
joined Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty.

Whittier is a seasoned broker associate 
with a deep-rooted connection to Northeast 
Florida, along with a passion for the region 
and a track record of success. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in political science from the 
University of North Florida. Having spent his 
entire life in Northeast Florida, Whittier uses 
his area knowledge to provide insight and 
guidance to clients. 

“We are so glad to have Derrick join our 
team and we know that he will be a great 
addition to our group here at Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices,” said Josh Cohen, 
Broker/Manager of the Metropolitan office 
with locations in Avondale and San Marco.

Clements is a Northeast Florida native 
with a previous career in fashion. As a realtor, 
she has a deep appreciation for the local 
community and its quiet lifestyle. 

“Her local knowledge, combined with her 
background in fashion and her commitment 
to fostering lasting connections, make her a 
valuable addition to our team,” said Cohen. 

Caroline Clements

Derrick Whittier 
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©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol 
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
JOSH COHEN 
Managing Broker

904-422-2031   
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

•  Aligning with one of the most powerful names in business can make all the difference  
when presenting a $300,000 or $3,000,000 property to the world.

•  We’ve elevated real estate from transactional to trust—and buyers and sellers are getting the message.
•  Everything you need when you need it – coaching, collaboration, easy to use  

marketing platforms, CRM, mobile app, and more!
• Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate. Let’s connect today!

2358 RIVERSIDE AVE 401 • $1,650,000
3 Bed / 3 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,865 Sq Ft

2909 IROQUOIS AVE • $975,000
4 Bed / 4 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,923 Sq Ft

1849 SEMINOLE RD • $3,500,000
4 Bed / 5 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 5,331 Sq Ft

1361 CHALLEN AVE • $690,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,590 Sq Ft

1249 COOK ST • $299,000
2 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,200 Sq Ft

4663 ALGONQUIN AVE • $928,800
4 Bed / 3 Bath / 2,843 Sq Ft

1954 GREENWOOD AVE  • $830,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,067 Sq Ft

4304 SAN JUAN AVE • $475,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath / 3,066 Sq Ft

3523 PARK ST • $759,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,370 Sq Ft

2142 RIVERSIDE AVE • $860,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,640 Sq Ft

2845 POST ST • $560,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,250 Sq Ft

505 LANCASTER ST 5D • $500,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,635 Sq Ft

CONTINGENT

SO
LD

CONTINGENT

CONTINGENT

CONTINGENT

CONTINGENT

“A Home is one of the most important assets that most people will ever buy. Homes are 
also where memories are made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”
  - Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
HOMESERVICES ON Trust

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

904-710-1550

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

904-699-4503

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

904-210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

904-910-2782

Heather Creel 
REALTOR®

904-631-4800

Shannon Gullion 
REALTOR®

904-686-4312

Clay Hall 
REALTOR®

904-729-5363

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

904-903-8993

Genni Jett
REALTOR®

904-802-0820

The O’Steen Group 
REALTOR®

904-465-1706

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

904-755-1911

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®

904-304-5458

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

954-805-0428

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

904-534-7253 / 233-5533

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

904-477-0219

Linda Ohlrich 
REALTOR®

904-449-9257

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

904-616-6425 / 616-6523

Jane Owen
REALTOR®

904-502-1406

Kimberly Waterhouse
REALTOR®

904-742-8889

Paula Sheldrick 
REALTOR®

720-475-0416

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

904-509-0587

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

904-923-1511

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

904-333-3883

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

904-707-6548 

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

904-962-5479

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®

904-445-8170

The Tindol Williams 
Group REALTORS®

904-303-8564 / 304-9499
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The UPS Stores are independently owned and 
operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., 
an indirect subsidiary of United Parcel Service of 
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and 
hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright 
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 41018560407

The UPS Store
1650-302 Margaret St.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
9 0 4 - 3 8 1 - 6 6 7 8

The  
UPS Store  
is in the  
Publix  

Shopping 
Center  

Suite 302

Our family can get your package 
to your family when you need it.

WE

❤
LOGISTICS

2925 Corinthian Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32210 
(904) 300-3354
s t j o h n s j e w e l r y. c o m
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @stjohnsjewelry

Get your shopping done early …  
Don’t wait for Black Friday to get AMAZING DEALS!

Located in the former 
Frazier Jewelers location 

next to Carter’s 
Pharmacy

Christmas is right 
around the corner

Whatever Floats 
Your BOTE
BOTE Jacksonville opens in Riverside
Watersports fans have a new reason to visit Riverside: BOTE. The Destin-based 
watersports and leisure chain has opened a new shop at the corner of Park and 
King streets. 

This is the sixth Florida location for BOTE – with its seventh location in Texas – 
and is a flagship store, explained General Manager Drew Campbell. As such, it sells 
exclusively BOTE products for novice to experienced paddleboarders. 

For those ready to relax on the water, BOTE Jacksonville also offers a wide 
variety of floating leisure products. 

“That’s a big niche of our business as well,” Campbell said. “People hear ‘BOTE’ 
and they think just paddle boards, but we’re really so much more than just a 
paddleboard company. We do a lot with water recreation. The kind of cool thing is 
expanding people’s horizon on BOTE.”

The store opened on Sept. 20 and offers an “immersive, community-driven” 
experience through the special events it hosts both on-site and out at various 
locations throughout the community. At the Park Street location, BOTE also has a 
bar that it activates for special events, as well as spaces for live music. 

He encourages people to follow their social media pages to stay up to date on its 
new and upcoming events. 

BOTE Jacksonville is located at 2655 Park Street. It is open Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Krzyzewski 
Comes to 
Florida 
Forum

The Florida Forum Speaker Series, presented by The Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital, will welcome Duke University’s Coach K – Mike Krzyzewski 
– on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023. The program begins at 7 p.m. at the Center for the 
Performing Arts in Jacksonville.

The passionate, dynamic and inspiring coach of Duke’s men’s basketball team, 
Krzyzewski is the NCAA Division 1 men’s all-time leader for wins with 1,200 games 
in the win column. His success includes 35 NCAA tournament appearances, 13 Final 
Fours and five National Championships over 46 seasons as a head coach. He also 
coached the U.S. men’s national basketball team from 2005 to 2016, leading Team 
USA to three Olympic gold medals in 2008, 2012 and 2016. 

The Naismith Hall of Fame coach is the author of two New York Times bestsellers, 
a 12-time National Coach of the Year, the Sports Illustrated 2011 Sportsman of the 
Year, and has been honored by USA Basketball as the recipient or co-recipient of the 
USA Basketball National Coach of the Year Award.

Funds raised by the Florida Forum support the Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital’s commitment to raise $1.5 million for two new Kids Kare 
Mobile Intensive Care Units for Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s Neonatal and 
Pediatric Critical Care Transport fleet. Kids Kare vehicles and helicopters transport 
more than 2,250 infants and children a year to Wolfson Children’s Hospital for 
emergency critical care, trauma and specialty care. 

Future Florida Forum Speaker Series programs include entrepreneur Steve 
Wozniak on Jan. 17, 2024, U.S. Navy Adm. James Stavridis (Ret.) on Feb. 26, 2024, 
and are made possible by sponsors Wells Fargo, Landstar and Florida Blue. For 
more information, visit thefloridaforum.com, call (904) 202-2886, or email 
womensboard@bmcjax.com.

Mike Krzyzewski

Krzyzewski is the NCAA Division 1  
men’s all-time leader for wins with  
1,200 games in the win column.
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256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

Through the heartbeat of 
our sacred worship, we 
bring together people of 
profound difference to 
serve God, to love and  

learn from one another.

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

Through the heartbeat of 
our sacred worship, we 
bring together people of 
profound difference to 
serve God, to love and  

learn from one another.

Listen to the North Florida 
Jazz Quartet in the gardens of 
historic St. John’s Cathedral.

November 17
5:30 to 7 p.m.

Come and go as you please.
Wine and Charcuterie

$10 suggested donation

Jazz in the GardenJazz in the Garden

904-680-7344  |  2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204  |  solunayogaspa.com  

P R E S S  P A U S E 

Spa Memberships

 
$$6969

per month

Yoga Memberships

 
$$5959

per month

Visit our website to book your massage or register for a class.

starting
at

starting
at

Come Together This Holiday Season !Come Together This Holiday Season !

FROM OUR
 FAMILY TO YOURS

904.272.2020904.272.2020
clayeye.comclayeye.com

Thanksgiving
HAPPY

Riverside | Fleming Island Riverside | Fleming Island 
MandarinMandarin    | Orange Park | Middleburg| Orange Park | Middleburg

Enjoy Fall In Style
New Toll Brothers community welcomes  
its first residents 
Late fall in northeast Florida is indeed 
the most wonderful time of the year. As 
the weather cools, Jacksonville residents 
spend more and more time outdoors.

That’s especially true for the very first 
residents of the Terraces at San Marco, 
a luxurious Toll Brothers townhome 
community located in the heart of San 
Marco that features spacious rooftop 
entertaining spaces.

“It doesn’t get any better than November 
and December to sit on your rooftop with 
something delicious cooking on the gas 
grill, a bottle of champagne and a group 
of friends,” said Garry Adams, Sales 
Consultant for the Terraces at San Marco. 

Located on Atlantic Boulevard, west 
of I-95 and next to Fletcher Park, the 

Terraces at San Marco consists of 27 
spacious, newly constructed townhomes 
that are ideal for buyers who want the 
convenience of urban living without 
having to sacrifice space or quality design. 
The townhomes feature contemporary, 
open floor plans and rooftop terraces with 
all-weather decking and stunning views 
of downtown Jacksonville.

With San Marco Square just steps from 

their front doors, residents of the Terraces 
at San Marco enjoy easy access to their 
favorite neighborhood spots. Groceries, 
banks, pharmacies and boutique shops 
are within a short walk, as are more than 
a dozen restaurants, including Taverna, 
Rue Saint-Marc and Bar Molino.

“You just can’t beat this location. 
Everything you need is within walking 
distance,” Adams said. “It’s rare to find 
brand new, high-end homes with plenty 
of space and luxury features in the heart 
of a thriving historic neighborhood, and 
that’s what is really attracting buyers 
right now.”

The Terraces at San Marco are priced 
from the mid-$700s to just over $1 million. 
Interior homes average 1,844 square 
feet, with approximately 396-square-
foot rooftop terraces that are perfect for 
entertaining. There is limited availability 
for corner homes, which average 2,085 
square feet with approximately 469 
square feet of rooftop terrace space. 

With more than 50 years of experience 
building residential homes in sought-

after urban communities, Toll Brothers 
is committed to the highest quality 
construction and design that fits within 
the surrounding neighborhood. Toll 
Brothers worked closely with the San 
Marco Preservation Society when 
designing the Terraces at San Marco. 

What really sets the townhomes 
apart, however, are the high-end design 
features such as waterfall-edge quartz 

countertops, soft-close cabinets and 
drawers, stainless steel appliances and 
optional gas cooktops, 8-foot doors, 
tankless water heaters and Shark-brand 
coating on the floors of the attached 2-car 
garages. Buyers can also create their own 
customized outdoor kitchen on their 
rooftop terrace.

Adams said about a third of the home 
sites have been sold and others are 
selling quickly. 

“We have a number of move-in ready 
home sites available for buyers who are 
looking to close and move in before the 
end of the year,” Adams said. “Those 
quick-occupancy townhomes include 
stylish, tasteful features and finishings 
curated by our top-notch designers.  
We also have several home sites available 
for buyers who are looking to customize 
the finishings according to their own 
preferences.”

Those homes come with $80,000-
$120,000 in customizable Design Studio 
upgrades, according to Adams. The 
4,800-square-foot Toll Brothers Design 
Studio on Phillips Highway offers 
hundreds of options to fit every taste and 
style. They also offer the support of their 
professional design consultants to help 
buyers personalize their new home.

It’s one example of how Toll Brothers 
does all it can to help homebuyers get into 
the home of their dreams. Through Toll 
Brothers Mortgage Company, they also 
offer special opportunities and varying 
builder incentives for qualified buyers. 

Terraces at San Marco are fee-simple 
ownership, so the buyer owns both the 
land and the townhome. A monthly 
Homeowners Association fee takes care  
of irrigation, landscape, lawn care and 
trash pickup. 

“It’s luxurious, low-maintenance living 
at its finest,” Adams said. 

The Terraces at San Marco are located at 1609 Bridgeton Dr. For more information, visit tollbrothers.com

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E
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Upgrade Your Home with a NEW ROOF
Guaranteed to Last and Protect!

Call today to schedule your FREE ESTIMATE 1-904-800-4799
Scan here to fill out your roof inspection form

Limited Time Offer

10% OFF Install
Choose from 3 roof systems

Asphalt Shingles • Metal Roofs • Tile Roofs
Coupon Code: RESPREM2023

Military, Health Worker, Teachers and First Responders  
take an Additional 10% OFF.

Warranty- Limited lifetime. Transferable to 1 subsequent owner from original 
person. Terms and Conditions Apply. Limited offer expires 1/31/2024

INVEST IN YOUR HOME. INVEST IN YOUR PEACE OF MIND. When it's time to protect your family 
and your investment, choose the roofing experts who care about your home as much as you do.

Joint Donation Clears Child Hunger Waitlist 
Nemours Children’s Health, Jacksonville and the Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation have 
partnered to make a donation that clears a years-long waiting list at existing Blessings 
in a Backpack schools with a critical need. The expanded support will provide healthy 
weekend food for 880 children in Northeast Florida during the 2023-24 school year, 
bringing Blessings in a Backpack First Coast Chapter’s total to 5,300 students.

“Kids can't be kids when they're hungry. The consequences of childhood hunger 
are much more than a growling stomach: fatigue, the inability to concentrate, mood 
swings and depression,” said Erin Kerr, CEO of Blessings in a Backpack.

“We know that food insecurity has serious implications for childhood development 
including physical and mental health, cognitive and social development and academic 

achievement,” said Nemours Children’s Health President and CEO R. Lawrence Moss.
The children added to the Blessings program encompass two counties and seven 

schools: Andrew Robinson Elementary School, Annie R. Morgan Elementary School, 
Hyde Grove Elementary School, Mayport Middle School, and San Jose Elementary 
School in Duval County; and James E. Webster Elementary School and John A. 
Crookshank Elementary School in St. Johns County. 

“Blessings in a Backpack has always been near and dear to our hearts. Having 
the opportunity to partner with Nemours Children’s Health to add these additional 
children so that hundreds of kids have hunger-free weekends has been so impactful,” 
said Jim Furyk.

Specializing in Historic Homes

2097 EDISON AVENUE
JACKSONVILLE, FL, 32204

We provide free quotes for interior, exterior, 
commercial, and residential

Watson Retires 
from JASMYN
Cindy Watson, founding board member and inaugural CEO of 
JASMYN, Jacksonville Area Sexual Minority Youth Network, 
announced her retirement effective Dec. 31, 2023. Over the past 
30 years, she grew the organization from 1994’s small group at 
Willow Branch Library to today’s multi-million-dollar advocacy 
group with a three-building campus serving nearly 1,000 youth 
annually. 

“One does not look at JASMYN and not see Cindy Watson’s fingerprints on every aspect of this dynamic, life-
saving organization,” said Board Chair Blake Osner. 

“Leading JASMYN to its nationally recognized role in empowering LGBTQ+ youth in Northeast Florida has 
been a joyful journey with many battles and even more accomplishments many did not think possible,” said 
Watson. “We have been innovators in this space from day one. From starting as a peer group for LGBTQ youth, to 
becoming a resource for all youth in fighting the spread of HIV and combatting homelessness. It’s been an honor 
to serve the Jacksonville community and the future leaders of Northeast Florida, where our mission has always 
been to empower and affirm the lives of all our youth. I know JASMYN and this incredible community have much 
greater things to achieve together as I step aside and begin my next chapter.” 

A national search will begin for Watson’s replacement, with the goal to be completed by mid-2024.

Weinstein Joins Ronald 
McDonald House 
Charities
Megan Weinstein has been appointed new Chief Development Officer of 
Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of Jacksonville. She comes to RMHC 
after more than 20 years of experience overseeing major gifts, community 
and corporate partnerships, and communications for national nonprofit 
organizations, including the Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida.

Weinstein will lead strategic fundraising, impact and delivery of the mission 
of RMHC of Jacksonville, which is to support the health and well-being of 
children by providing lodging and other services for critically ill, chronically ill 
and seriously injured children and their families. Supporting five local hospitals, RMHC of Jacksonville serves 
more than 1,100 families a year.

Cindy Watson

Megan Weinstein

Peace in  
the Pages
READ USA hosted its fifth annual Peace in the Pages 
event on Sept. 28, celebrating the connection between 
literacy and the values of empathy, peace, education, 
freedom, leadership and success. Presented by David 
and Monique Miller, the event recognized seven local 
leaders for their commitment to literacy and closing 
the literacy gap in Duval County. 

The following honorees were recognized: 
• READ to Lead Award - Betty Seabrook 

Burney, I’m a Star Foundation
• READ to Succeed Award - Tim Cost, 

Jacksonville University
• READ to be Free Award - Kevin Gay, 

Operation New Hope
• READ to Heal Award - Nicole B. Thomas, 

Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville
• READ to Remember Award - Dr. Floyd 

Willis, Mayo Clinic
• Marjorie Broward Memorial Scholarship 

Award - Paula Findlay, Arlington 
Elementary School

• Mark Landen Memorial Award for 
Democracy through Journalism - Mark 
Woods, Florida Times-Union 

The event was emceed by Melanie Lawson, and 
Shelley Read served as keynote speaker.

David and Monique Miller with Dr. Floyd Willis, Rob Kelly and Melanie Lawson.

Facelift

into a  

Experience the 
Magic of a 

Transform 

Beauty

Non-Surgical 
take 10 years off 
uses the plasma in your blood

To book an appointment go to www.thepractice.co

Call today (904) 877-1100

For more info on the procedure go to vampirefacelift.com

Timeless
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New 
COO for 
duPont 
Fund
Sujata Narayan has been named COO of The Jessie Ball duPont Fund and will 
oversee talent development, business systems, resource management and grants 
management and evaluation. With deep family roots in Jacksonville for more than 
four decades, Narayan has more than 25 years of experience in strategic planning 
and execution, talent management, program management, grantmaking and 
foundation operations.

“It’s a privilege to join an organization that is actively shaping, in so many 
positive ways, this community that shaped me as a young person,” said Narayan. 
“The duPont Fund team is passionate, energetic and committed to using their 
influence to create spaces where more people truly feel they belong.”

Prior to joining the duPont Fund, Narayan served for more than 13 years with 
Equinix, where oversaw corporate giving and employee volunteering, which 
generated more than $12 million for more than 2500 global organizations 
and contributed more than 100,000 service hours. She oversaw the team that 
established and operationalized the Equinix Foundation as a private grantmaking 
entity.

“Sujata is an experienced foundation administrator, and a social impact, 
philanthropy, and community development practitioner with strong roots in 
urban planning. She is passionate about collaboration, inclusion, and equity and 
we’re excited to have her helping us further instill a culture of high impact and 
purpose,” said Mari Kuraishi, president of the duPont Fund. 

Narayan is one of two recent hires at the duPont Fund. In June 2023, Sarah 
Reardon joined as Program Officer, stewarding relationships with grantees in Port 
St. Joe, Florida and the Commonwealth of Virginia as well as throughout the country. 
Prior to joining the duPont Fund, Reardon held the role of Director, Academic and 
Student Achievement for Florida State College at Jacksonville (FSCJ). She led the 
U.S. Department of Education-funded $2.2 million grant program that expanded 
FSCJ support of limited-income students. Reardon also worked as a grant writer 
for FSCJ, successfully generating more than $15 million in federal, state and local 
grants for the institution.

Sujata Narayan

Worthen 
Named 
Principal 
of the Year

Venetia Elementary School Principal Monique Worthen was recently named 
Principal of the Year for Region 2 for Duval County Public Schools. 

“It was so surprising,” Worthen said. “I was in shock.”
Worthen has been a principal at Venetia Elementary in Ortega for seven years, 

previously serving as the school’s assistant principal and reading coach. She has 
also taught first, second and fourth grades and has worked in education for 19 
years after graduating from Florida Agriculture and Mechanical University. 

The day Worthen found out about the award, her boss, Regional Superintendent 
Randall “Jud” Strickland, came to her school for what she thought was a routine 
meeting, one that seemed to 
last longer than necessary. 
Strickland told her the district 
received a complaint about the 
cafeteria and they needed to go 
there to investigate. When she 
entered the cafeteria, she was 
greeted with students, teachers, 
faculty, school board staff and 
administration, and even her own 
mother clapping and cheering. 
She was then surprised with the 
Principal of the Year Award. 

To be chosen, a principal 
must receive a nomination 
from a member of their region, 
which is then submitted to the 
regional superintendent. Region 
2 includes about 45 schools. 

“It’s an honor to be nominated by your colleagues,” Worthen said.
She will now compete against four other principals to earn the title of Principal 

of the Year for the entire county. 
“This job is not easy, but I love it,” Worthen said. “It’s my passion.”

Monique Worthen 

This job is  
not easy,  
but I love 
it. It’s my 
passion.

– Monique Worthen
 Principal of Venetia Elementary School
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SOLD!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

"A home is one of the most important assets that most  
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust."

~Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

CeCe CummingsCeCe Cummings
                                                      REALTOR®

Avondale/Ortega Metropolitan
904-434-9777

cececummings.com

MURRAY HILL
4816 KINGSBURY ST  /  2 Beds  /  2 Baths  /  1,126 sq. ft.

1708142

You only live once. 
That’s worth 
protecting.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

A conversation about life insurance now 
can make a big impact on your family 
(and even your retirement) later.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave

Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206

cam@camanderson.net
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• Sale begins Friday November 24th
• Clearance prices on over 100 Rugs
• From Runners to Room Sized
• New Rugs arriving daily

HUGE AREA
RUG SALE

Beautiful 
Flooring
For Over 
56 Years!

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

CLEARANCE

SALE

A Dynamic Duo Returns 
to The Windsor at Ortega

The Windsor at Ortega has welcomed back Kristin Green Moore and Frederick 
Newbill as its sales director and sales representative, respectively – a duo nicknamed 
the “forever” sales team. The pair were the original sales team when The Windsor at 
Ortega first opened in 2014, when they quickly filled the assisted living and memory 
care facility. 

Moore returns after a stint as a stay-at-home-mom and said she considers it an 
honor to be coming back to the organization. 

“I am passionate about connecting with seniors and their families and assisting 
them in the transition to senior living. I cannot wait to get reconnected with the local 
senior community,” she said. 

Newbill, who was born and raised in Jacksonville, comes home after living in 
Northern California for the past five years. That professional journey encompassed 
experience in both the public and private sectors, including roles in administration, 
sales and marketing, and education across three senior living and advising firms. 

Kristin Green MooreFrederick Newbill

Belet’s New 
RAP Sheet
The Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP) 
has a new development manager, Austin Belet. 
Belet joined the RAP staff to provide a focus on 
community outreach, membership relations and 
the Riverside Arts Market. 

A University of North Florida graduate and 
Jacksonville native, Belet brings an intimate 
knowledge of the neighborhood after serving as the 
campaign manager for District 7 Councilmember 
Jimmy Peluso. He has worked on numerous campaigns across the state of Florida 
where he focused on embracing local identity and understanding communities. 

Belet also serves in the U.S. Navy Reserves and has extensive experience 
in operational planning and execution. His role as a Leadership Jacksonville 
NextGen 2023 grad cemented his position as the perfect fit for RAP’s emphasis on 
community support and caused-based programming. 

“This neighborhood is a standard bearer for what community feels and looks 
like. I am excited to bring the skills I have built in years of grassroots campaigning 
to RAP to help advance our goals of preserving and celebrating Riverside and 
Avondale,” he said. 

Austin Belet

A Full House 
for Veterans
It will be a “full house” of watersport afficionados 
and military supporters at the PORT 32 Jacksonville 
marina as it hosts its 2nd Annual Tiny Vessel Poker 
Run on Veteran’s Day, Saturday, Nov. 11. Dinghies, 
kayaks, canoes and paddleboards alike navigate 
a two-mile loop on the Ortega River, collecting 
cards for the best poker hand. The event includes a 
meal and refreshments, as well as prizes for vessel 
creativity. All proceeds from the event go to support 
the nonprofit organization Warrior Sailing. 

Warrior Sailing provides maritime education 
and outreach for wounded, ill and injured service 
members and veterans with the goal of improving 
their mental and physical health and reconnecting 
them to the camaraderie and teamwork previously 
found in military service. 

Contact Celina Heindl at celina@
port32jacksonville.com for more information.



24  |   R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T    |    N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

Since 1921 3139 Phillips Hwy North | Jacksonville | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com

Dining Room | Living Room | Bedroom | Lamps  
Pillows | Art  | Accessories | Bedding

Sale
Storewide

Remodeling

SELECT SHOWROOM ITEMS 

OVER 50% OFF

Ron Salem, Brittany Norris, Matt Carlucci, Mike Crabtree, David Auchter, Chris Miller and Alan Bliss gathered for the groundbreaking moment.

The Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS) held a 
groundbreaking ceremony last month to celebrate the 
first phase of work on The Jacksonville History Center – the 
city’s first museum dedicated to showcasing Jacksonville’s 
rich history.

JHS board members and city officials participated 
in the event, held in front of the historic Florida Casket 
Company building on Oct. 5. The 103-year-old building 
will be transformed to become the home of this interactive 
and educational historical center. 

“The Jacksonville History Center is a long-overdue 
opportunity for this community to get to know one 
another,” said JHS Board Chair David Auchter at the 
ceremony. “We need to get to know each other, we need 
to get to respect each other as a result, and maybe even be 
kinder to one another – and it’s going to happen right here 
in this building.”

“Public history is where the evidence of the past meets 
the appetite of citizens in the present for authoritative 
research and understanding about their place and the 
people and events that preceded them,” said Jacksonville 
Historical Society and History Center CEO Dr. Alan Bliss, 
in part, in his introductory remarks. 

The ground floor of the three-story building 
will be a dedicated space for historical displays and 
exhibits; the second floor will be developed as a venue 
for performances and events. The third floor will be 
transformed into a “desperately necessary” expanded 
archives and research space for the extensive archival 
collection JHS possesses, much of which is currently 
stored at off-site warehouses, Bliss said. 

During the ceremony, Bliss thanked current and former 
JHS board members and Jacksonville city councilmembers 

in attendance, including former City Councilmember 
Randy DeFoor, whom Bliss credited for the initial idea 
behind what has evolved into the Jacksonville History 
Center as it’s designed today. Additionally, he thanked 
DeFoor for her role in directing “a significant appropriation 
of American Recovery Plan resources to the historical 
society.”

“During the darkest days of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
she is one of a number of city council members and 
others here present who have been so pivotal to 
sustaining and elevating this organization’s resources 
at key moments,” he said. 

Several current city officials attended the ceremony 
as well, including City Council President Ron Salem and 
councilmembers Chris Miller and Matt Carlucci.

“The renovation of this building will enable an 
expansion of the society’s capability to perform its work 
and to be an even more valuable partner in preserving 
and sharing Jacksonville’s past, serving its people in the 
present and in the future,” Salem said. “Those stories 
matter, so we appreciate the opportunity to help advance 
that work here at the Jacksonville History Center.”

In a later interview, Bliss said the Jacksonville 
History Center will hold rotating exhibits on a dearth of 
subjects, including music, baseball, insurance, banking, 
U.S. Navy, civil rights history, medicine and technology 
and natural history.

“This town is rotten with stories,” he said.

Bliss added Phase 1 will focus primarily on renovating 
the exterior of the 13,500-square-foot building, including 
“electrical, plumbing, concrete [building units], then the 
roof, and then preliminary interior work, which basically 
means sealing the exterior brick walls from the inside to 
prevent the permeation of water, moisture, humidity from 
the outside atmosphere coming into the air-conditioned 
building.” The estimated cost for Phase 1 is $1.2 million. 

Bliss said JHS will require another estimated $1.7 
million to complete Phase 2, which will involve interior 
work, HVAC, completing the interior utilities, refinishing 
the floors and replacing all the windows. 

Also in a later interview, Councilmember Matt Carlucci 
discussed a bill he plans to introduce to the City Council 
for that remaining $1.7 million.

“This is simply $1.7 million to finish up the building 
improvements for the Casket Factory so we can have the 
[Jacksonville History Center],” he said. “I’d just like to get it 
done. I think it’d be the right thing but it’s a bit of a big ask 
– I get that – but again, we can keep doing this with small 
increments of help and drag it on for years or we can have 
something really nice in an important part of town for this 
type of facility to help continue bringing up the Eastside.”

Carlucci said he plans to hold meetings with his 
colleagues on the council to discuss the bill and hopes to 
get “as many co-introducers or co-sponsors as possible.”

Bliss said JHS hopes to complete this first phase of work 
by the end of March or beginning of April 2024.

Historical Society 
Breaks Ground on 
Jacksonville History 
Center
BY MICHELE LEIVAS
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EXPERIENCE 
GETS RESU  LTS.

Some of the firm’s practice areas  

include car, motorcycle, and truck 

crashes, medical malpractice,  

   as well as litigation concerning  

   dangerous consumer products  

   and unsafe motor vehicles. 
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Martindale-Hubbell's list of 
Top Ranked Law Firms[          ] 

The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic was established in 1974 and has handled 

more than 12,000 personal injury and wrongful death cases, recovering more 

than $1.5 billion for our clients. From the beginning, outstanding service  

was the signature of our firm and remains so today. Our 17 attorneys have 

amassed more than 550 years of combined legal experience and zealously 

represent clients in their time of need. 
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monthly market report » 

NOTHING COMPARES.

105 LONG POINT DRIVE, AMELIA ISLAND

Andrew and Rachel Mallory with Grace and John Stuart, 
and Elizabeth and Clay Watterson

Phyllis Johnson, Steve Johnson and Ad’Juan Whitfield with Susan Sulzbacher and Donald Beard

Renee Parenteau with Jim Agee

Rob Loiselle with Sara Rocco

Celeste Hart with Carol Wright

Robert Devers with Steven Dimmick

Michelle and Gil Feltel with Paige and Dan Ernst

Major Candice Biggers with Major Keath Biggers

The Joost family 

Susan and Don Halil with Kennon Holmes

The Salvation Army of Northeast Florida’s 10th Annual Red 
Shield Ball celebrated Love Beyond the Next Generation. 
Held at San Jose Country Club on Saturday, Oct. 21,  
the Red Shield Ball included dinner, live music, 
dancing and live and silent auctions in support 
of the life-changing work that takes place for 
women and families at the Salvation Army’s Red 
Shield Lodge shelter. For every dollar donated 
to The Salvation Army, 82 cents stays right 

here in the Northeast Florida community. 

Red Shield
Revelry

Socially Sulzbacher
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national Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks 

licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission.

We offer 
trusted local 
connections.

Robert Harris with Vanessa Gross and Martha Barrett

Damien and Ruth McDonald with David Hoffman

Jerry and Mary Bussell with Rick Cartlidge and Sue and Rich Karn

Chandra Manning with Laura and Nathan Renstrom

Andrea Grappie with Laila Pullens

Tim Kelly with Silvia Agreda

Mike Field with Caron Streibich and Kimberly Kelley

Vimala and Dwara Ravichandran

Shindig
R E G I S T E RR E G I S T E R

Transformations, Sulzbacher’s largest annual fundraising event, 
was held Thursday, Oct. 19 at the Jacksonville Center for the 
Performing Arts at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Donna Deegan addressed the 
crowd, which also heard success stories from Sulzbacher clients. 
Funds raised contribute crucial operating dollars that support the 
agency’s comprehensive programs and services for homeless 
men, women and families, like case management, job training and 
placement, and healthcare. 

Paola Parra Harris and Matt Laurie served as co-chairs of this 
year’s host committee, and co-presenting sponsors included The 
Jacksonville Transportation Authority and Florida Blue. Keitha 
Nelson, anchor of Good Morning Jacksonville, emceed the event. 

Socially Sulzbacher Sanctuary on 8th Street threw its annual 
fundraising event, Shindig, on Oct. 5 from 6-9 p.m. 
at the Brick and Beam in historic Springfield. The 
event supports the maintenance and growth of 
Sanctuary’s youth programs and feautured. Made 
possible by the Delores Barr Weaver Forever Event 
Fund, Shindig featured food and drink, a silent 
auction and live music in a casual atmosphere. 



28  |   R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T    |    N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

The First Coast Design Show, an inspiring 3-day exhibition, will sweep you off 
your feet and into a wonderfully curated display of antiques, art and gardens 
created by designers from across the country. This year’s theme, “The Art of 

Gathering” honors and celebrates the tradition of connection through collection. 
Presented by The Women’s Board and benefiting Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 

we invite you to shop timeless designs and take part in immersive experiences by 
our industry experts. Don’t miss this event to celebrate art and make an impact.

one weekend, endless inspiration
december 1st - 3rd •  the prime f. osborn iii convention center

the  ant iques,  ar t  and garden exhibit ion that  makes  an impac t

for tickets and sponsorship information, please visit

WWW.FIRSTCOASTDESIGNSHOW.COM/TICKETS
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TheGrassrootsMarket.com  |   @Grassroots5Pts
(904) 384-4474  |  2007 Park St. (Located in Historic 5 Points)
Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

F A M I LY  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R AT E D  S I N C E  2 0 0 6

Fresh Seasonal,
Local and  

Organic Produce
WE HAVE ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY SPECIAL

We want to thank our loyal customers 
and wish our community a happy,  

fresh and healthy Thanksgiving!

Refreshed and Reopened
The Florida Theatre’s renovations uncover new links to its past
After being closed since mid-July 2023, the newly 
renovated Florida Theatre in downtown Jacksonville 
is ready for the show to go on. The 96-year-old facility 
officially reopened on Friday, Oct. 27 in a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with Mayor Donna Deegan and other 
dignitaries, just in time for its Rocky Horror Picture 
Show the following day.

Renovations to the historic theatre include repairing 
the decorative plaster and painting it with fidelity to 
the 1927 color palette. The entire heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning system has been replaced, and 
the building’s electrical vault has been moved from 
the first to the third floor to remove any flood risk. All 
public restrooms have also been updated. The reopening 
coincides with the 40th anniversary of the last major 
renovation that took place in 1983. These improvements 
follow recent work to replace the theatre’s seats, upgrade 
audio and lighting, and create the Remedy Lounge 
expansion. 

“The Florida Theatre is one of downtown Jacksonville's 
gems. With its 100th birthday approaching, this is an 
exciting time to restore the Theatre to its full splendor,” 
said Mayor Donna Deegan. 

Funding for the project has come from private 
Centennial Campaign donations, which were matched by 
the City of Jacksonville, as well as every Northeast Florida 

patron who has paid the per-ticket $4.50 restoration fee. 
Contractors included Auld & White Constructors, Sauer 
Mechanical, EverGreene Architectural Arts and Beacon 
Electric.

According to Jeff Greene, Executive Chairman & 
Founder of EverGreene Architectural Arts, The Florida 
Theatre project had some “unique” discoveries.

“Like the mysterious connection to John Eberson, 
one of America’s most prominent architects known for 
movie palace designs in the atmospheric theatre style 
– the outdoor feel, inside,” said Greene. “The original 
four faux tapestries that hang in the Florida Theatre 
were painted. Since they are the same size and have the 
same imagery as the ones in the Tampa Theatre – which 
Eberson did – we were able to replicate them. When we 
did our forensic research and put all the Theatre finishes 
under the microscope, we realized they were painted 
with the same paint and style that Eberson used. His 
signature, per se. It was fascinating to see what his 
influence did.

“A big part of what we do at EverGreene is connect 
back to history. We wanted to return the Florida Theatre 
to its original, authentic self. When the building was 
renovated in the 1970s, they moved away from that a bit. 
We wanted to return as accurately as possible to what 
it looked like in 1927. The challenge was the short time 

Numa Saisselin, P.C. Bryant and Nathan Marty look on as Mayor Donna Deegan cuts the ceremonial ribbon for the official reopening of the Florida Theatre.A painter painstakingly restores ceiling carvings to their original 
glory atop scaffolding erected inside the Florida Theatre. 

Elements of the theater have been repainted to reflect its 1927 color palette. 

frame we had. The surprise or mystery was the Eberson 
connection. But we did our research, added some 
interpretation, and found the harmony and balance we 
were striving for.”

Over the past four years, the Florida Theatre has 
raised and spent $15 million on building improvements. 
Theatre President Numa Saisselin said about $8 million 
worth of work remains to get the rest of the building 

“where it needs to be,” which includes Saisselin’s goal of 
bringing back the original vertical blade sign that used 
to adorn the Theatre. 

“This is one of the last remaining theatres of its 
kind in our country. And we have to take care of it, 
nurture it and support it so we can continue to laugh, 
cry, dance, sing and do all that we do in our beloved 
Florida Theatre,” said Leslie Gordon, chairperson of the 
Theatre’s board of directors.

A historical photo shows the vertical blade sign that used to adorn the Florida Theatre, an element 
hoped to return in future improvements.
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We are 
thankful for 

our customers!

(904) 388-4400
norvillerealty.com
5335 Ortega Blvd. | Jacksonville

Gracious home with curb appeal galore, 4BR/3.5BA, 2,692SF.  
Remodeled kitchen, enormous family room, Master suite 
addition, inground spa/hot tub in lovely private garden!

Huntington Road  $725,000

COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES

LEE NORVILLE 904.707.3030

Gorgeous riverfront condo with 3BR/3BA and 2,365 SF.  New 
windows, custom built-ins, designer kitchen, newer high-
end appliances, brand new HVAC & 2 parking spaces!

Lancaster Terrace 1A  $714,000

BROADVIEW TOWERS

BILL SHEFFIELD   904.445.8340

Respected. Experienced. Professional. 
Proudly serving homeowners in NE Florida for 37 years.  

Sheffield  
Slier 

904.525.0816

Historic detail and charm abound in this magnificent 
home with 4BR/2.5BA, 2,738SF, a lovely inground pool, and 
even a 1BR/1BA, 714SF apartment!  Do not miss this one!!

Riverside Avenue  $998,000
LINDA SHEPHERD   904.955.0442

1918 RIVERDALE BEAUTY!

Come live the OYC Condo life!  Expansive river views from 
every room, 3BR/2BA,  2,024SF.  Spacious & bright, with liv-
ing room balcony & enclosed balcony off MBR!

Lakeside Drive #804  $599,000
BILL SHEFFIELD   904.445.8340

ORTEGA YACHT CLUB

3BR/2BA home was rebuilt from the ground up in 2012, with 
all new wiring, plumbing, windows, roof, enlarged kitchen 
w/ stainless appliances & granite counters.  A must see!  

Falcon Street $229,900
DAVID TAYLOR and WINFIELD DUSS

CONVENIENT OAK HILL

Luxurious finishes & features abound in this lovely 3BR/2BA, 
1,822SF cul-de-sac home. Numerous amenities including 
pools, fitness center, tennis, golf, sports fields and more!  

W. Village Drive $495,000
LEE NORVILLE 904.707.3030

 PALENCIA BEAUTY

Cathleen  
Lee

904.505.3468

Christine 
Allmand

904.537.1236

Scott
Fortenberry
904.309.3564

Lee  
Norville

904.707.3030

Ellen  
Wilson

904.445.1846

Lisa Anthony 
Tucker

904.868.6056

Honey 
Norville

904.388.4400

John 
Fox

904.699.2619

Linda
Shepherd

904.955.0442

Bill 
Sheffield

904.445.8340

David 
Taylor

904.424.3946

Winfield
Duss

904.710.7948

Congrats to our
Sales Leader!

Lee Gudal Davis
904.608.6881

NEW PRICE

904.465.4987  |  William.Milne@USBank.com  

William Milne 
Senior Residential 
Mortgage Lender

Contact me to learn  
more about home 
financing solutions. 
 

NMLS ID #648915  

Empty Bowls, Full Philanthropy
Empty bowls translated into an event full 
of philanthropy at Feeding Northeast 
Florida’s signature fundraising event, Empty 
Bowls presented by Morgan & Morgan, 
held Tuesday, Oct. 3 at the Hyatt Regency 
Jacksonville Riverfront. Roughly 300 
members of the community experienced 
a simple lunch of soup and bread to bring 
attention to the issue of hunger in our region 
and carry that reminder beyond – through 
a souvenir clay bowl, handcrafted by local 
students and artisans. 

Feeding Northeast Florida is the largest 
food bank in the area, serving eight counties. 
It provides more than 85,000 meals per day, 
serving more than 264,000 individuals 
annually. 

Taking
Flight

The 3rd Annual Flight of Fancy gala raised over $148,000 
for The Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation, Angels 
for Allison, a Jacksonville based non-profit dedicated 
to assisting with funeral costs associated with the loss 
of a child. The event was held on Friday, Oct. 6 at the 
Garden Club of Jacksonville with more than 200 guests in 
attendance.

Flight of Fancy raised funds through ticket sales, over 
50 corporate and individual sponsorships, and a live and 
silent auction. The Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund 

agreed to match up to $25,000 raised, bringing the total for 
the event more than $148,000. 

At the end of this year, Angels for Allison, established 
in 2010 by Drew and Lee Haramis in memory of their late 
daughter, will likely reach the milestone of funding $1 
million in grants to Angel families. For almost thirteen 
years, the Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation has lifted 
the burden of funeral costs from more than 960 families 
who were suffering the loss of a child and without means 
to pay for their child’s funeral. 

Lee and Drew Haramis with Lee Haramis, Jr. Tracy and Bill LangleyTanya and Garrett BedenbaughKimmy Clark with Andrea LaMondie Rebecca and Josh Sale
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A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Allison S teilberg,Allison S teilberg,  REALTOR®

Top 10 Agent, Year after Year
(904) 252-5181

allison.steilberg@gmail.com
www.ShowcaseJacksonvilleHomes.com

1954 Greenwood Avenue  - Wonderful Avondale home with fantastic curb appeal and floor 
plan. Call me to see this lovely home! 4 bedrooms (hard to find!), 3.5 baths, kitchen open to family 
room, huge primary bedroom and bath, large picture windows and river views, home office, great 
outdoor entertaining areas - wood deck AND patio, attached TWO car garage!

NEW LISTING! Asking price $830,000

SOCIAL DATEBOOK & 
CHARITY REGISTER

To learn more or to include your 
charity or event, visit us at

CIRCLESCHARITYREGISTER.COM

Volume 9 Arrives 
JANUARY 1, 2024

Two Avondale residents, Glen and Marisol McClary, have turned their Pine Street 
home into what they dubbed the “Encanto Magical Casita of Avondale,” complete 
with bright colors, lighted flowers, and scenes from the Disney animated movie, 
“Encanto,” which, according to the movie’s website, features the Madrigal family, 
“who live hidden in the mountains of Columbia, in a magical house, in a vibrant 
town, in a wondrous, charmed place called an Encanto.”

The spectacle serves as a venue for the homeowners to raise money for Beyond 90. 
Beyond 90 is a Jacksonville nonprofit that bridges the gap to self-sufficiency 

by providing support services, including mental health, skills-building classes and 
housing to refugees as they work to build new lives in Northeast Florida. It is based 
on the premise that newly arriving refugees are only given assistance for the first 
90 days but may still need help to be fully self-sufficient. 

The display features a QR code for passersby to donate to the organization. 

McClary  
Magic

College Showcase Yields 
On-the-spot Offers for 
Arts Students
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts (DA) hosted its first College Showcase in 
October to over 135 college representatives from 60 colleges. During the three-
day showcase, representatives interviewed students, observed performances, 
conducted master classes, critiqued portfolios and took part in a traditional 
college fair. Some even conducted on-the-spot auditions, and multiple students 
received offers for admittance and scholarships.

College representatives from across the nation included Carnegie Melon, 
Peabody Conservatory, Oberlin Conservatory, George Mason University, 
University of Southern California, University of the Arts, Point Park, Maryland 
Institute College of Art, Columbia, Vanderbilt and Juilliard. Florida colleges 
were also well represented by Jacksonville University, University of North 
Florida, University of Florida, Florida State University, University of Miami and 
over 17 other state universities and colleges. 

Sponsored by The Douglas 
Anderson School of the Arts 
Foundation, the event’s goal was to 
provide cost-effective ways for the 
students to be exposed to college 
programs across the country. It was 
modeled after a similar program 
started at Booker T. Washington 
High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts in Dallas, Texas, and 
included student resume books for 
the representatives.

“Their process was easily 
replicated, and, in several areas, we 
were able to take it up a notch,” said 
DA Arts Director Natalie Hyder. 

The College Showcase kicked 
off with an opening reception 
at the Cummer Museum of Art 
and Gardens, sponsored by Gary 
McCalla. 

“The arts director, arts faculty, 
PTSA and committee’s hard work 
was evident in the event’s success,” 
said Foundation Executive Director 
Jackie Cornelius. 

Amber Amerson with Gary McCalla, Erin Skinner and Marilyn Gilman

Sharla Cowden with Bonnie Harrison

Timothy Simmons with Tina Wilson, Jeremy Franklin and Tonya Rowan

Randy DeFoor with Charlotte Joyce and Allison DeFoor

Kevin Covert with Liz McCoy, Kimberly Beasley, Joe Kemper, Regina Torres 
and Mike Beaman

Ariela Pineda with Milia Ayache, Stephanie Mayer-Staley and Robin Walsh 

John Citrone with Aaron DeCicco and Natalie Hyder

Allison DeFoor with Nancy Chartrand, Cindy Pearson, Gary Chartrand and 
Jackie Cornelius



32  |   R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T    |    N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
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904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com

www.JanieBoyd.com

Happy Thanksgiving!
Bless us our Lord for these our gifts  

for which we are about to receive or have received.

Spend time with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving  
traditions and reflect on all that makes you grateful.

~Janie

OCEANA.RESTAURANT    904.398.3005x2

Tuesday–Saturday
4–6 pm

NOW SERVING

HAPPY HOUR

ocn2314-resident-happy-hour-ad-v1.indd   1ocn2314-resident-happy-hour-ad-v1.indd   1 10/27/23   12:13 AM10/27/23   12:13 AM

Growing Generosity
Study finds majority of young Floridians 
are charitable
New research by global generosity movement GivingTuesday shows that the rising 
generation of philanthropists in Florida are generous and that generosity is spread 
among causes and modes of contribution. The research shows that 87% of young 
Floridians – those age 18-45 – give to charity, primarily through the giving of items, 
though donating and volunteering are also common.

The study, presented at the Florida Nonprofit Alliance annual conference, looked 
at both donors and non-donors to better understand their reasons for and patterns of 
giving, their perceptions of nonprofit efficacy, and how they compare to their national 
peers. This research looked at a variety of types of generosity – including monetary, 
donations of items and time – and contributions to organizations, individuals, 
informal groups, and more. This study is a partnership between GivingTuesday, 
through the GivingTuesday Data Commons, and Florida Nonprofit Alliance (FNA). It 
was funded by the Jacksonville-based private foundation the Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
(duPont Fund). 

“Florida’s nonprofit sector is growing, but we still rank near the bottom in terms of 
revenue per capita, so this research is critical to helping us understand the patterns 

of generosity among under-40 Floridians, and how best to reach 
them,” said Sabeen Perwaiz Syed, president and CEO of the 
Florida Nonprofit Alliance. “Our nonprofits serve critical needs 
in communities across the state, especially as we have one of the 
fastest-growing populations in the country. The sector is planning 
for the future thanks to research like this.” 
Key findings from the study include:
• Younger Floridians are slightly more generous and have a 

minor preference towards donating money compared to the 
national profile. 

• Younger Floridians give in many ways: Two-thirds (67%) of 
those surveyed contribute financially to charities, informal 
groups or individuals. Similarly, three-quarters (74%) give 
items and half volunteer or advocate for a cause. 

• Younger Floridians distribute their generosity through giving 
time, items, and money in near equal measure: financial 
contributions from younger Floridians encompass one-third 
of the total value of their generosity while two-thirds of all 
giving occurs through volunteering and donating items. 

• Generosity is concentrated in a small portion of the population 
surveyed: just 2.3% of the population surveyed gave half of 
all reported dollars donated. Similarly, half the value of all 
donated items came from 5.5% of surveyed donors and half of 
all reported volunteering hours came from 8.7% of givers. 

“It’s heartening to see that the rising generation of Florida’s philanthropists is 
already quite generous,” said Mari Kuraishi, president of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund. 
“This new research provides actionable insight so that our state’s nonprofits can 
further encourage and expand the reach of that generosity.” 

This research differs from past surveys in that it captured information about the 
perspectives, attitudes, and values of survey respondents to generate psychographic 
giving profiles. These profiles define unique groups that vary in their patterns of 
giving and in what engagement style and messages resonate with them. Analyzing 
generosity through the lens of distinct giving groups allows nonprofits to rethink and 
reorient messaging to their audiences to attract new donors or reach previous donors 
in new ways. 

This whole-person approach reflects that Millennials and Gen Zers expect 
to engage holistically with the causes they support and fills in gaps in the sector’s 
approach to engaging whole populations. 

“Our data shows that younger Floridians are committed to supporting local 
causes, charities and communities,” says Woodrow Rosenbaum, Chief Data Officer 
at GivingTuesday. “But not all Floridians give in the same way, and nonprofits should 
embrace these differences to increase their reach and impact. Spontaneous givers 
need to be compelled through storytelling while frequent givers value efficiency 
and convenience when they give. To reach the largest group of givers—those who 
give rarely—charities need to experiment with radically different ways of framing, 
demonstrating and connecting on an emotional level.” 

To read the full report, visit flnonprofits.org/page/GrowingGenerosity.

To view the full infographic on Growing Generosity in Florida, visit residentnews.net. 

76% respond with generosity 
when solicited and 96% were 
asked last year

28% don't give at all

Most generous Least GenerousMore generous
62% decided to help "in the 
moment" and 86% gave 
directly to someone in need

62% 86% 76% 28%

Cash to people in need, 
poverty relief, and 
animals/animal welfare

Public Policy, Climate, 
Environment No particular 

cause area

Cause Giving:
More likely to give 
less money 84%

84% doesn't give and/or 
doesn't search for alternativesMore likely to 

search for similar 
causes beyond 
local community

How they Give Cash on street, 
at cashier

More likely to 
advocate

Prefer to donate 
online, crowdfund, or 
use mobile

Rarely gives, but if 
they do, it will most 
likely be at a religious 
service or live event

3X more likely to give 
items than money�x

No significant 
geographic variance

More concentrated in 
Southeast Florida

Fewest Florida 
newcomers

Less urban

More concentrated in 
Central and 
Central-West Florida

Least concentrated in 
Southeast Florida

How
Generous

Strongest
Causes
(compared to the
other groups)

What people do 
when desired causes 
are not the focus of 
local organizations
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G IVING GROUPS UNDER 45

G R O W I N G  
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GROUP LABEL GROUP 1
SPONTANEOUS 
INFORMAL GIVERS

Florida residents fall into one
of three generosity profiles

GROUP 2
RELIABLE RESPONDERS

GROUP �
UNRELIABLE UNENGAGED
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The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital held 
a kick-off event for its First Coast Design Show, the Young 
Collector’s Party, on Oct. 5. This happy-hour styled event 
for young professionals and younger mothers celebrated 
“The Art Of Gathering” with mingling at Michael’s Rug 
Studio, delicious food, live music by Barrett Thomas, a 
silent auction and cocktails. Women’s Board President 
Kendra McCrary and First Coast Design Show Co-chair 
Emily Magevney also spoke at the event. 

The Young Collectors Party encourages a younger 
generation to get involved and give back to the 
community, and it raised over $10,000 toward the 
Women's Board’s strategic fundraising target of the Kids 
Kare Mobile ICU, a neonatal and pediatric critical care 
transport vehicle.

“Our mission is to raise funds and awareness for this 
very special hospital, where no child is ever denied the 
very best of care, regardless of ability to pay. Our hospital 
provides almost $40 million annually in charity and 
uncompensated care for our ever-increasing geographic 
area,” said Kate Sager. 

Along with Sager, the event committee included 
Marjorie Davis, Patton Weber, Brittany Portigliatti, 
Elizabeth Roth and Catherine Wellington.

Young Collectors Raise $10K
Event Co-Chairs for the Young Collectors Party are Kati Buschini Sager, Patton Weber and Marjorie Davis

Mollie Peterson with Karis Lockhart

Catherine Wellington with Christina Kolke and Lauren Rogers Jessica Wynne with Keely Kopp

Beth Langley with Kendra McCrary
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Unmatched Compassion.

Record-Setting Results.

Tom Edwards and Eric Ragatz have worked
together for more than 20 years. Their
experience, personal devotion to clients, and
relentless commitment to justice is why
Edwards & Ragatz is recognized for excellence
in Jacksonville and throughout the state.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
SETTLEMENT AGAINST

HOSPITAL

ONE OF THE LARGEST
INJURY JUDGMENTS IN

FLORIDA'S HISTORY

RECORD-BREAKING
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

VERDICT

$23M $228M $178M

WWW.EDWARDSRAGATZ.COM

(904) 399-1609

Cooking with 
a Conscience 
Children’s Home Society of Florida (CHS) 
hosted its 39th Annual Caring Chefs on 
Sunday, Oct. 8 from 6-9 p.m. at The Glass 
Factory. More than 500 guests sampled fine 
cuisines and beverages from Jacksonville-
area chefs, sommeliers and brewers while 
listening to smooth sounds from The Band 
Be Easy. 

Participants in the 2023 Caring Chefs included Anthony's Gourmet Catering, 
Bellwether, Copelands New Orleans, Khloe’s Kitchen, Maggiano’s Little Italy, Mojo 
Kitchen, Nineteen at Sawgrass, Routes Culinary Travels, River & Post, Seasons 52, 
Terra Gaucha Brazilian Steakhouse, Vernon’s at TPC, Villagio Bar & Grill, ABC Fine 
Wine & Spirits, DuBlase Whiskey, Peterbrooke Chocolatier, Small Cakes Cupcakery, 
Sunshine Cellars Moonshine, Sweet Pete’s, Athen’s Café, Pink Salt Restaurant & 
Wine Bar, and Chef Amadeus Culinary Concepts.

The goal of Caring Chefs is to raise awareness and funds for its Northeast 
Florida program that provide services to children and families in the community. 
CHS is the oldest and largest statewide organization devoted to helping children 
and families, serving more than 60,000 children and family members throughout 
the state each year. Programs include early childhood, teen parenting, counseling 
and mental health services. 

Game Day Girls
A group of graduates from Robert E. Lee High School’s (now Riverside High School) 
Class of 1950 seem to have shown that, when it comes to friendship, some things 
actually don’t ever change. The group, now all in their 90s, have remained friends 
since their early grade school days and still meet on the third Tuesday of every 
month to spend the day together, have lunch and play board games like dominoes 
or Rummikub.

“We play ferociously and competitively, but we don’t keep scores,” said Pat 
McQuigg, one of the members of the self-dubbed Game Day Girls. “We just have 
a lot of fun.” 

The Game Day Girls started around 20 years ago with around 13 ladies, and 
while the numbers have dwindled over the years, McQuigg said the gathering 
is still a “sacred day” where nobody makes conflicting doctor appointments or 
anything else. 

“It’s been such a web of friendship for so many years. Any of them I can call on, 
or any of them can call on me; we all know. We’re there for each other and have 
been,” said McQuigg. “Wasn’t I fortunate and brighter than I thought I was [in my 
youth]; I picked out such good friends at school.”

Twenty-five-year board member Jay Southerland, right, with his Friends of the Board attendees

The Game Day Girls: Pat Sellar McQuigg, JoAnn Rhyne Moss, Mary McCrea Lasseter, Susan Bernard Oehler, Marjorie Corell Marvin and Betty Jean 
Bosworth Bailey

Joe and Alicia Longo with Ted Nelson

We play ferociously and competitively,  
but we don’t keep scores. – Pat McQuigg
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Women’s Giving Alliance 
Hosts Annual Meeting
BY SUSAN BRANDENBURG

The annual meeting of the Women’s Giving Alliance 
(WGA) was held on Oct. 18, 2023, at the Adam W. 
Herbert University Center at University of North Florida. 
Collective Giving was the key focus of the day as WGA 
President Sheila Collier welcomed 220 women from its 
membership, which recently saw a 39% growth to 470. 

“WGA is not only about pooling our dollars to have 
a strategic influence on our community, it’s also about 
pooling our ideas, 
relationships, and other 
resources from our 
diverse members to 
magnify our impact,” 
said Collier. “Our 
membership continues 
to grow every year – 
and we are nearly 500 
strong now – because 
women who want to 
make a difference in our 
community recognize 
and embrace the power 
of strategic, collective 
giving.” 

Collier also introduced Isaiah M. Oliver, the third 
president of the Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida, who spoke about the power of collective 
giving and, as to the WGA, he referenced the major 
impact that women – his mother, wife, and three 
daughters – have had on his life. Oliver pledged to work 
collaboratively and collectively with the WGA and the 
entire community of Northeast Florida toward a just, 
equitable future for all. 

“Strategic philanthropy is all about how we leverage 
our time, treasure, talent, testimony and ties to make 
our community a better place,” he said.

Following Collier’s description of the WGA’s key 
areas of focus, she introduced guest speakers, former 

WGA president Ellen Wiss and Lift Jax CEO David 
Garfunkel. 

Wiss attributed the founding of Lift Jax seven years ago 
to WGA’s focus on eradicating poverty for women and her 
recognition of the need to expand that goal to the entire 
community. Under the leadership of David Garfunkel, 
who came aboard in 2020, the goals of the organization 
crystallized and, since then, through collective giving and 
community partnerships, great strides toward alleviating 
poverty on Jacksonville’s East side have been made. Both 

Wiss and Garfunkel 
thanked the WGA for 
being a catalyst for 
change.

“This organization 
stands as a remarkable 
example of an all-
sector collective impact 
effort,” said Collier. 
“By conducting the 
necessary research and 
deeply evaluating what it 
revealed, Lift Jax was able 
to identify specific needs 
in our community and 
initiate a movement of 

support. To see the impact this organization and others are 
having over time is a testament to the power of strategic, 
collective giving.” 

Videos were shown of several WGA 2023 grant 
recipients, and Collier closed the meeting by encouraging 
membership to continue on the path of collective giving, 
expanding and reaching out to others during the upcoming 
grant cycle of 2024-25, which will focus on serving the 
fundamental needs of women and girls in Northeast 
Florida. In December, local nonprofit organizations 
serving women and girls will be able to apply for one-year 
grants for up to $50,000 to meet the basic needs, such as 
food, shelter, childcare, health and safety, of women in 
girls living in the six-county area of Northeast Florida. 

Since 2002, WGA has awarded more than 
$8.9 million through 180 grants to more than 70 
organizations in Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, Putnam 
and St. Johns counties.

Sheila Collier 

Isaiah M. Oliver and Sheila Collier with Ellen Wiss and David Garfunkel

Elizabeth Brandenburg with Darren Dailey and Pauline J. Rolle

WGA is not only about pooling our 

dollars to have a strategic influence 

on our community, it’s also about 

pooling our ideas, relationships, and 

other resources from our diverse 

members to magnify our impact.
– Sheila Collier, WGA President

844-474-3721 2200 Cassat Ave • Jacksonville
Pier21Realty.com | Pier21Realty.School

You’ll need to…
1. Complete the required course.
2. Apply for your license.
3. Pass the State Exam.
4. Select an Agency and begin selling!

Here are some of the questions we 
cover on the Webinar:

• How long does it take to get
my license?

• What are the eligibility
requirements?

• How much does all of this cost?
…and MUCH more!

If you’re thinking of becoming a Real Estate Agent in Florida, there’s 

a lot to know! You could bounce around from one website to another, 

trying to piece the information together... or you can watch our 

12-minute Webinar and get ALL of the important info, plus get

YOUR specific questions answered! Just visit the link below to register.

Get Your 
Real Estate License 
Your Fast Track 
to Success.

DISCLAIMER: THE FLORIDA REAL ESTATE SCHOOL BY PIER 21 REALTY, LLC IS OWNED AND OPERATED BY PIER 21 REALTY, LLC. THE SCHOOL PERMIT LICENSE IS 
#ZH1002951 | BROKERAGE LICENSE IS #CQ1063251 | BROKER OF RECORD IS PHILIP SIMONETTA | BK3291616 | INSTRUCTOR LICENSE PHILIP SIMONETTA IS #ZH1004130 
| THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DESIGNATION NUMBERS ARE OFFERED: SALES ASSOCIATE PRE LICENSE COURSE #0027658, 0027659, 0027668, 0027783, 0027782, 
0027781 | SALES POST LICENSE COURSE #0027667, 0027576, 0027575 | REACTIVATION COURSE #0027573, 0027578, 0027665 | CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE 
#0027660, 0027577, 0027574 | BROKER POST-MANAGEMENT COURSE #0027670, 0027580, 0027571 | BROKER POST-INVESTMENT COURSE #0027552, 0027581, 
0027666 | BROKER PRE LICENSE COURSE #0027572, 0027579, 0027669 |  HOME INSPECTION COURSE #0027743 | ETHICS COURSE #0027742, 0027741, 0027740 | CORE 
LAW COURSE #0027739, 0027738, 0027737 | ESSENTIALS OF TECHNOLOGY AND DATA SECURITY COURSE #0027744

THE PROCESS FOR BECOMING 
A REAL ESTATE AGENT IN 
FLORIDA IS SURPRISINGLY 
STRAIGHTFORWARD.

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE & REAL ESTATE SCHOOL

Aiden 
Simonetta
Education Manager/Instructor

Philip 
Simonetta
Broker-Owner/Instructor

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE & REAL ESTATE SCHOOL

NOW HIRING AGENTS
Visit: Pier21Realty.com/Career

Get Your
Real Estate License
50% OFF November Tuition

FREE WEBINAR at www.RELicense.School
LIVE ZOOM COURSES | CLASSROOM COURSES | SELF PACED COURSES

We are offering a special 50% discount for our final course of the year.  
Choose from our Live Zoom course or our classroom setting which 
begins 11/27/23 thru 12/14/23 from 6:00pm to 10:30pm  
(Monday Thru Friday)  Space is limited.

Regular price for the course is $425.  
The discounted price will be $212.50.

To enroll please call 844-474-3721 or enroll online using  
PROMO CODE: 2023 at the link below.

www.pier21realty.school/63-hour
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RESIDENTSRESIDENTSRESIDENTSRESIDENTSJunior

904.423.1377 | kids1dentistry.com
4411 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 594 (Ortega Park)

Most insurances and care credit accepted

Specialist in  
Pediatric Dentistry

Dr . Jila J. Mahajan

Wishing 
Everyone a 
Happy and 
Healthy

Thanksgiving!Thanksgiving!
Don’t forget to 

brush after  
eating your 

dinner!

Shooting STARS
I’m A Star Foundation teen servant leaders raised $62,427 to end student 
homelessness and donated it to Duval County Public Schools on Oct. 9. The STAR 
Students presented the check at the October school board meeting to benefit 
the 3,203 unhoused children in the school system. According to Duval Schools, 
this classification means students live in shelters, hotels, with relatives or on 
the streets. The proceeds will go toward rental deposits, doctor and dental fees, 
school uniforms, toiletries, food vouchers, bedding, sports equipment and school 
supplies, as well as graduation, SAT, ACT and college application fees. The total 
represents an all-time record in the history of its JaxHELPS initiative. The funds 
were raised through the organization’s annual JaxHELPS Celebrity Basketball 
Game at Paxon School for Advanced Studies in July. 

Betty Burney, left, stands with STAR students on Oct. 9 as the I’m a Star Foundation donated proceeds from its JaxHELPS Celebrity Basketball Game to 
Duval County schools.

Keeping Students on Track
Bolles Lower School Whitehurst Campus unveiled its new and improved Bulldog 
Express on Oct. 9 to a crowd that included the entire student body, teachers, 
administrators and The Bolles mascot, Champ. Due to the generosity of the Powell 
family, the brand-new train is now taking passengers on several routes on the 
Whitehurst Campus, including to and from lunch at Verlander Hall every day.

Students, decked out with conductor hats and train whistles, watched President 
and Head of School Tyler Hodges drive the train up the hill to deliver the orange-
and-blue locomotive. Billy Powell and Ben Powell were recognized for their gift 
at the unveiling, which also honored Hugh Powell, making this addition to the 
Whitehurst Campus a reflection of the family’s four generations at Bolles. 

The train’s maiden voyage was taken by the youngest Powell and her Bolles 
classmates, but all students had the opportunity to ride the Bulldog Express 
throughout the day.

(904) 388-5533 • 4603 Shirley Ave • Jacksonville • gyminators.com

Northeast Florida’s Most Affordable Classes – Walking Infants to 17 Years

Fully Air- 
Conditioned
Convenient 
Location 

Birthday Parties
Pro Shop
Concessions

Safety Certified 
Coaches 

Skill Evaluators

Want to help your kids become the best versions  
of themselves? Sign them up for gymnastics-based  

strength training and watch them soar!

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Membershi
ps 

Membershi
ps 

AvailableAvailable

Sign up  for Specials...  scan QR to register!

GET IN AND TRY A FREE SESSION BEFORE SIGNING UP!

Start young and 

GROW STRONG, 
get your child engaged  

in a challenging, 

physical sport 

TODAY!

sign up for new classes!
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Bette Loyd with her SJEDS granddaughter

904-387-4814
bwmarineconstruction.com

4611 Lakeside DriveEstablished 1981

 We Are We Are    
For All Of Our Customers  For All Of Our Customers  
Over The Past 40 Years!Over The Past 40 Years!

$$299  299  
BOAT LIFT SPECIAL!BOAT LIFT SPECIAL!

ThankfulThankful
Complete service adjustment, visual  

inspection of all components, grease fittings  
and replacement of belts for single lift* 

*Does not include electrical components.

904.398.7668
www.DanHarrisPhoto.Art 
1124 Riviera Street, Jacksonville, FL 32207

Photo RestorationPhoto Restoration
Revitalize colors, repair torn or missing 
pieces, produce duplicates better than 
originals, originals never leave our site, 
restoration framing and conservation,  
new prints last longer than originals  
(tested to resist fading for 300 years) BEFORE

AFTER

4610 San Juan Ave | Jacksonville | 904-683-0861

Holiday 
Party Packs!

❤ Handcrafted With Care ❤  
Perfect gift for the holidays!

Cookies & Boba!

For $500/mo. our program includes:
 5 days/week (Math, English, Science, Social Studies, History, 
Coding, Spanish)
4 hrs/day - Live, Interactive Sessions & Independent Study
8-10 Students per Class
Led by a Top-rated, Certified Teacher
Access engaging digital curriculum, online learning tools & 
video lessons
Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills Development
Access Our After-School Programs at a Discount
2-Session Quality Money-back Guarantee
Flexible, Year-Round Enrollment

✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

Brilliant Grades is an affordable Online School  
offering daily, small-group, live classes!Small Classroom, More Teacher Attention

www.brilliantgrades.com
917-563-2935

Douglas Anderson Celebrates 
Historic Achievement
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts (DA) celebrated a historic achievement as both the 
Jazz Ensemble 1 and Wind Symphony were both invited to perform at the prestigious 
2023 Western International Band Clinic in Seattle, Washington, in November. This is 
the first time in the clinic’s history that one school has been accepted for both. The 
Wind Symphony is under the direction of Ben Gerrard and Jazz Ensemble 1 under the 
direction of Don Zentz. 

For the seventh year in a row, “DownBeat Magazine” – America’s longest-running 
publication featuring jazz and blues artists – recognized DA’s jazz band as the best high 
school jazz band in the nation. DA has won more awards than any other school in the 
39-year history of the magazine. 

Building on 40 years of accolades, students in 2023, under the direction of Ted 
Shistle, also traveled to Carnegie Hall for the New York Wind Band Festival.

“We performed the world premiere of a work written for our ensemble, and the 
comments from the adjudicators were exemplary. The students were told that their 
performance was the best that had been seen in 25 years of this festival,” said Shistle.  

Center for Innovation Comes to Life
Bolles senior Hailey Christy worked with instructional technology specialist 
Gloria Wood to design a 3D model of the Center for Innovation, currently under 
construction on the Upper School San Jose Campus. She used Fusion 360 to design 
the 3D model from scratch, based solely on the 2D renderings of the 47,000-square-
foot, three-story building. 

“Hailey is a curious, responsible, exceptionally helpful young lady,” Wood said. 
“She spent countless hours learning how to use the Fusion 360 program in her 
free time and on the weekends. We are immensely grateful to her for sharing her 
talents with the School community.”

The school administration uses Christy’s scaled-down model to communicate 
the building design and its impact. Construction on the Center for Innovation is 
projected to finish in Spring 2024. 

Blue Chip Students
Junior Achievement of North Florida (JA) is hosting the JA Stock Market Challenge 
for the second time on Wednesday, Nov. 8. Starting at 10 a.m., 40 teams made up 
of approximately 160 high school students from 10 local schools will gather at the 
Gallagher Club East at EverBank Stadium for the JA Stock Market Challenge, part 
of the JA Take Stock in Your Future program.

The students will participate in mock trading on the simulated stock market 
floor, buying and selling a pseudo-$1 million in stocks to create a stock portfolio 
with the highest value. The live competition will be the finale of the JA Take Stock 
in Your Future program, designed to stimulate young people’s interest in personal 
finance and money management. 

More than 700 students are participating in JA’s in-classroom programs at 
Paxon School for Advanced Studies, Stanton College Preparatory School, and 
Bartram Trail, Duncan U. Fletcher, Englewood, Jean Ribault, KIPP Bold City, Samuel 
W. Wolfson, Mandarin and Baldwin Senior high schools.

A Grand, 
Special Affair
San Jose Episcopal Day School’s (SJEDS) 
annual Grandparents and Special Friends Day 
welcomed more than 200 guests to campus 
for student performances, guided campus 
tours and a photo booth. Grandparents and 
special friends had the opportunity to explore 
the campus and visit the student art gallery 
with the children. 

“Grandparents Day holds a special place in 
my heart, and I eagerly look forward to it every 

year. I wouldn't miss this day with my grandchild for anything,” said Bette Loyd, 
grandparent and SJEDS alumna.

Hailey Christy with her 3D model.
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HELP KIDS IN CRISIS

Thanks to Enterprise Integration, ONLINE 
donations made to Daniel during November 
will be matched.
YOUR DOUBLED DOLLARS WILL HELP:

• supply counseling for abused children
• connect neglected children with 

foster families
• provide homeless teens with shelter  

and support
• strenghten and reunify high-risk families

Make DOUBLE the Impact Today 

Please Donate ONLINE in November
danielkids.org | 904.296.1055 

Matching
Sponsor:

Florida Christian 
Apartments

Now Leasing  
Spacious Studios

Affordable  
Apartment Homes

(904) 381-4800 | 1-800-955-8771 / 711 TTY | 1115 S Edgewood Ave S., Jacksonville Fl 32205

*Income/Age Limits Apply
Professionally Managed by SPMLLC

Diggin’ Dinosaurs
Bolles Lower School Whitehurst Campus Kindergartners roared during KCOVE 
Oct. 3, wearing dinosaur masks and hats, and sporting hand-crafted paleontologist 
vests as they rotated through interactive stations ranging from excavating dinosaur 
figurines in the sand pit to chiseling “fossils” out of hardened clay. 

KCOVE stands for Kindergarten Creating Outdoor adVentures through 
Exploration. It is located outside behind the two Kindergarten classrooms and 
includes a water table, a sunken boat in a sand digging area, several outdoor 
tables and learning tools. Kindergarteners participate in KCOVE twice per month 
from September through May, with each KCOVE having a specific theme that the 
teachers incorporate into their curriculum.
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Inquire today and discover the many reasons why parents have chosen RPDS for 75 years. 
Now accepting applications for PreK 3 - 6th Grade for the 2024-2025 school year.

www.rpds.com/visitcampus    904.353.3459 

Join us on campus!

Musical and 
Merited
Nolan Karch, a classical piano major at Douglas 
Anderson School of the Arts, has been named a 
2024 National Merit Semifinalist, one of only 7,000 
nationally. Karch has composed 10 electronic 
music pieces, won several state Federation solos 
and duets, and tutors his fellow peers in Calculus 
in his spare time. 

Since 1955 the National Merit Scholarship 
Program has awarded an average of 20 million in 
scholarships each year to this country’s top high 
school scholars who perform well on the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Riverside 
Presbyterian 
Breaks 
Ground
Riverside Presbyterian Church and Day School 
held its official groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Riverside Cornerstone Campaign on Wednesday, Oct. 
18. Leaders of the Riverside Cornerstone Campaign 
used golden shovels to break ground together 
amid a crowd of supporters that included its Day 
School students wearing special, commemorative 
construction hats. The groundbreaking marks the 
start of construction for Riverside Presbyterian’s 
centerpiece Mary Lou Davis Family Life Center, 
which will house church, school and community 
activities, the redesigned Rice Sports Zone, and a 
new youth center in a renovated space in the church 
education building. 

Honoring 
Hispanic 
Heritage
San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS) celebrated 
Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 through Oct. 
15, with a special visit from the Mariachi Primera 
Costa band, courtesy of Belkis Plata and SJEDS 
parent Shannon Schott of Plata Schott Law. The 
band played for students during morning drop-
off, followed by a performance. Spanish teacher 
Liv Van Brunt spearheaded the Hispanic Heritage 
Month festivities which, in addition to the mariachi 
band, included immersive exploration of Hispanic 
culture and a sampling of Hispanic cuisine. 

“By exposing our students to Latin American 
customs, we enable them to develop an 
appreciation for a culture distinct from their 
own. For many of them, savoring churros and 
experiencing a live mariachi band were entirely 
new experiences,” said Van Brunt. “We hope 
that our celebration of Hispanic Heritage 
Month sparks a curiosity among our students, 
encouraging them to delve deeper into learning 
about other countries and understanding how 
diverse cultures enrich the fabric of America.”

Nolan Karch

Belkis Plata and Shannon Schott, with her son, Henry, pose with members of the Mariachi 
Primera Costa band. 
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The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond 
the classroom. Our graduates Seek Understanding as lifelong 
learners; Develop a Sense of Self earned through challenge; 
Live with Honor and Purpose, choosing to lead, do good, and 
serve others; and Pursue a Life of Faith, in a way meaningful 
to them while respecting the dignity of every human being. 
Across our Four Pillars — Academics, Athletics, Fine Arts, 
and Spiritual Life — Episcopal students find their passions 
while shaping who, not what, they will become.

Visit ESJ.org To
 Explore Your Future

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

MUNNERLYN
GRADES 6 – 12
4455 ATLANTIC BLVD.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207
904.396.7104

ST. MARK’S
AGE 1 – GRADE 5
4114 OXFORD AVE.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210
904.388.2632

BEACHES
PRE-K 3 – GRADE 5
450 11th AVE. NORTH
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
904.246.2466

A Portrait of 
   Potential

Great Cities Symposium 
2023 Welcomed AG Lafley
BY MICHELE LEIVAS

Scenic Jacksonville hosted its Great Cities Symposium 2023 at the 
Garden Club Jacksonville on Wednesday, Oct. 4, with guest speaker 
AG Lafley.

The former CEO of Proctor & Gamble, Lafley shared his insight and 
experience as a civic and nonprofit leader with more than 350 engaged 
Jacksonville community members and city leaders in attendance, 
including Mayor Donna Deegan, City Council President Ron Salem, 
Councilmembers Joe Carlucci and Nick Howland and Downtown 
Investment Authority CEO Lori Boyer. 

Ahead of Lafley’s presentation, Scenic Jacksonville Executive 
Director Nancy Powell said this annual event is a “conversation” with 
the community. 

“It’s a continuing conversation about how we can make Jacksonville better and what are the 
lessons we can learn from other cities,” she said. “Nothing is cookie-cutter, every city is different, 
but we’ve been able to watch what other cities have done and to bring the speakers here to talk about 
their experiences. To let the community ask questions has just been really a wonderful growing 
event we’re able to host.”

Powell said Scenic Jacksonville focuses on inviting speakers from mid-size cities whose scale is 
comparable to that of Jacksonville to learn about both their successes and their challenges. 

Lafley shared his experiences as founder and board chair of Cincinnati Center Development 
(3CDC) and his role in transforming downtown Cincinnati into a destination both residents and 
tourists now enjoy throughout the year as well as his work as The Bay Park Conservancy’s founding 
CEO in Sarasota, where he helped create a “50-plus acre, beautifully designed and delightfully 
programmed signature bayfront public park.” 

His remarks provided timely insight for Jacksonville as it continues to work towards creating 
its own riverfront destination parks and public spaces in downtown for its residents and visitors to 
enjoy. Lafley shared powerful before-and-after photos from his time in Cincinnati and Sarasota to 
underscore what his teams and their city partners started working with and what they were able to 
achieve together. 

“I think this all begins with commitment, real commitment to your community, real commitment 
to your city,” he said in his introductory remarks. 

In an e-mail following the presentation, Powell wrote, in part, “AG Lafely brought unique insights 
from a business and civic perspective that complemented prior speakers, who had served as mayors. 
Showing how it has been done successfully is inspirational and motivating. I personally resonated 
with his message that Jacksonville already has the people and the resources to transform our 
downtown and riverfront. We need to continue the commitment and focus and not get distracted.”

This is the fourth annual Great Cities Symposium Scenic Jacksonville has hosted. Its previous 
speakers have included Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn, Chattanooga Mayor Ron Littlefield and Mayor 
Joe Riley of Charleston. 

Amy Mathews with Demetria Livingston

Great Cities Symposium 2023 Guest Speaker 
AG Lafley

Scenic Jacksonville Executive Director Nancy Powell welcomes 
guests to the Great Cities Symposium 2023. 

Steve Williams with Samiha Nazrul Ted and Mary Lee Pappas with Lad and Mindy Hawkins

Phillip and Kasey Heilman

Rick Foster with John Alters, Nicole Renner and  
David Paulk

Autumn and Paul Combs with Denise Reagan and Nancy Powell 

Gregory Williams with DeVaughn Murphy, J. Nicole Clark,  
Rebecca Williams and Errol White

Gardner Davis with Tom Davis Mindy Hawkins with Beth Leavitt
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The globe is their campus.
 The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement Program provides cultural exchanges 
throughout the year. Plus, the School offers extensive travel opportunities around 

the world. While here, all grade levels receive advanced learning in science, fine and 
performing arts, languages and athletics—all with a focus on global citizenship.

Bolles.org  |  Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

Learn more  
about Bolles 

GL&E program
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Pat Setser 

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS

All That Jazz
There were no prohibitions on fun at the Jacksonville 

Artists’ Guild’s season opening event, “All That Jazz” at the 
Ortega River Club. With music by Swing Bone, “Summertime” 
performed by Walden, New Orleans style cuisine by Chef 
Fernando, a costume contest, and Charleston dance lessons, 
the flappers and gangsters kicked up their heels to raise funds 
for Feeding Northeast Florida with a silent auction of paintings 
provided by members of the group. 

Jacksonville Artists’ Guild (JAG) makes their presence 
known throughout the community through citywide events, 
partnerships with schools to produce murals and numerous 
exhibits. Some notable ones include the Jacksonville 
International Airport, the Jewish Community Alliance Vandroff 
Gallery, the Downtown Jacksonville Public Library, Green Cove 
Springs Courthouse, North Point Dental, and TAC Gallery on 
320 E. Adams Street. 

JAG is dedicated to “elevating artistic awareness and 
participation by artists through dynamic programs and 
exhibitions that enhance, encourage and promote the arts.” 
Monthly meetings at Lakeshore Woman’s Club allow members 
to socialize and learn from well-known speakers including artist 
Sarah Crooks, who is presenting on Nov. 13. For membership 
information or to view the online gallery, visit Jacksonville 
Artists Guild on Facebook, or go to jacksonvilleartistsguild.org.
The Nest Coworking

According to author Roger Scruton, “Art and music shine a 
light of meaning on an ordinary life.”

 Imagine a workplace in which you are surrounded by 
interesting and beautiful artwork which changes monthly and 
enhances your workplace by shining that light on everyday 
experiences. That place is The Nest Coworking at 476 Riverside 
Avenue. 

The Nest Coworking is the brainchild of Christie Radney and 
Patricia Orange, who established the offices, then collaborated 
with Kim Miller of FemArt to establish the organization’s first 
permanent gallery space. At their recent one-year anniversary 
celebration, over 100 people enjoyed food and libations to 
support funding for JilesJewels and promote breast cancer 
awareness. “The Garden” exhibition opens next on Nov. 4. 

More Beats
October’s Amplified Avondale had 15 participating artists, 

eight bands and DJ’s and The Lounge Series at Josephine. The 
next event is Nov. 24 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. with art, music, 
food and fun for all, with ample stimulation to transcend the 
ordinary. 

For a totally unexpected experience, visit Touché 
Contemporary Gallery on Herschel Street. A recent opening of 
Joseph Provenza’s colorful, thought-provoking paintings was 
well attended. Check out the upcoming Dimelza Broche exhibit 
opening on Nov. 6, and get more information at touchegallery.
com.

Don’t miss Open Studios at CoRK Arts District Nov. 18-19 
from noon-6 p.m. Visit with over 70 artists in their creative 
spaces. 

Keep your traveling pants on and beat it over to San Marco 
Nov. 24-25 to meet and greet Indie authors at San Marco Books 
and More and enjoy the San Marco Arts Festival Nov. 25-26. 
Sponsored by The Vault at 1930, the festival hosts painters, 
sculptors and other visual artists in Balis Park. More at 
sanmarcoartfestival.com.

 While in San Marco, check out two new murals: Kava and 
Company by Heart Space Art (Ian Brody Cleary and Danielle 
Cleary) and Vestcor Companies created by Bridge Muralists 
(Keith Doles and team.)

 Lots to see, lots to do and it’s only an Artbeat away. 

The Beat Goes On: Upcoming Events
Just Desserts – A Musical  
Bake Off at Theatre Jax

The Journey from Odd Rod  
at 7:30 p.m. at Theatre Jax

Artwalk, 5-9 p.m.,  
Downtown Jacksonville

Jacksonville Artists’ Guild’s 
All That Jazz

NOV
3-9

NOV
12

DEC
6

1538 Hendricks Avenue • (904) 683-5685
REGULAR HOURS: 

Tues–Fri 3pm–10pm • Sat 12pm–10pm • Sun 10am–2pm • Closed Mon.

Options include a three-bone prime rib roast,  
fresh turkey and sides galore! 

Details available at www.barmolino.com

Holiday Menu 
     Available Online!  

Joseph Provenza at Touché Gallery

Patricia Orange and Christie Radney at The Nest anniversary party

20% OFF20% OFF
your next dry cleaning order of 

$25.00 minimum or more!

Alterations, Window Treatments, 
Shoe Repair, Luggage & Handbags, 

Rug Cleaning, Wash & Fold (8lb. Minimum), 
Wedding Gown Preservation

We'll give 
them a fresh 
touch-up for 
the season!

Ask about our FREE pick-up 
& delivery service!

WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR BUSINESS!

Coupon must be presented with incoming order. Offer Expires November 
30, 2023; Not valid for employees; Not applicable to household items.

2255 Oak St. | 387-0415
MON–FRI 8am–6pm | SAT 10am–2pm

INSTALL OUR 
MOBILE APP 

Sign up today for 
FREE pickup and 

delivery!

Break out your 
winter best.

We look good when you look good!
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LOCAL FOLKS

Erica Lovelace in her favorite environment, the kitchen.

Erica Lovelace Erica Lovelace with her cookbook collection.

BY MARY WANSER

LovelaceErica

Born in Jacksonville,  
seasoned in San Francisco,  
and simmering  
in Avondale.

Jacksonville native Erica Lovelace is a chef 
extraordinaire and a culinary influencer 
who is simmering on the edge of success 
in Avondale.

Born and raised in Mandarin, Lovelace 
had left for Tallahassee to study marketing 
and design at Florida State University, 
where she met Joshua Pekera. Together, 
they headed west and spent a decade in 
San Francisco, California. There, intent 
on becoming a cookbook writer and 
a culinary educator, Lovelace had the 
privilege of attending the renowned San 
Francisco Cooking School during its last 
year in operation.

“It’s something I always knew I wanted 
to do. It was meant to be,” she said, as both 
sides of her family have been very food-
centric.

In late 2022, Lovelace returned to 
Jacksonville with Pekera by her side, a 
wedding ring on her finger and a cookbook 
draft under her arm.

“The book is about my upbringing as a 
biracial person,” Lovelace said.

Her dad is a native Jaxson, and her 
mom immigrated to the United States in 
the 1970s from Hong Kong.

Full time, Lovelace is a freelance 
marketing consultant. Both advertising 
professionals, Lovelace and Pekera 

transitioned into the tech world. He has 
landed positions with Apple and Airbnb. 
She has done marketing for food technology 
companies like 
Impossible Foods and 
Meati.

Part time, 
Lovelace works on 
her book, which 
contains both 
southern-influenced 
and traditional 
Chinese recipes. 
Some of them 
contain custom 
meat she purchases 
from her favorite 
Jacksonville butcher 
shop, Cline’s. She also maintains a blog, 
where she posts her original recipes, and 
two social media accounts, where she 
uploads videos that have an extraordinary 
following: nearly 73,000 on Instagram 
and 37,500 on TikTok. She has appeared 
several times on the lifestyle show “River 
City Live” on News4JAX.

One of the reasons Lovelace returned to 
Jacksonville after culinary school was, she 
said, “We wanted to purchase a historic 
home, which we have.”

The 1929 build that Lovelace and 
Pekera found in Avondale is in superior 
condition. The most important renovation 
they had to make was the installation of 
special shelving to hold her collection of 
nearly 500 cookbooks.

Settling in her city of origin after she 
married, and particularly in the Avondale 
area, made sense for Lovelace because it 
was a return to her familial roots. This is 

the neighborhood where 
Lovelace’s dad would visit 
his grandparents. His 
grandmother, Lovelace’s 
great-grandmother, grew 
orchids here as a hobby and 

was a lifelong member of Jacksonville’s 
Garden Club, which Lovelace recently 
joined.

Lovelace’s paternal grandmother, 
Mary Treisback Argalas, grew up here and 
graduated from Riverside High School 
(formerly Robert E. Lee). She used to sew 
costumes for a local dance company to 
make extra money as a single mom after 
Lovelace’s grandfather had passed away 
unexpectedly at a young age.

“Because she was a product of WWII, 
she was a fantastic baker, gardener and 
canner. I learned how to make traditional 
jams and jellies from her,” Lovelace said of 
her grandma.

“Food has been a huge part of my family 
since I can remember. Cooking is in my 
DNA. I grew up in the restaurant world,” 
she said.

When her maternal grandparents had 
immigrated to the United States, first to 

New York before making their way down 
to Jacksonville, they owned and operated 
several Chinese restaurants for decades, 
including Tam’s on Edgewood Avenue. 
That was the gathering point for the family. 
It was where Christmas and Chinese New 
Year were celebrated. The family sold that 
business in 2008, but the building still 
stands, now Sunrise Caribbean Gourmet.

Ever the foodie, even when Lovelace is 
not cooking, “I love going to other people’s 
restaurants,” she said.

Naming a favorite would be tough 
because it depends upon what she’s in the 
mood for. Josephine on St. Johns Avenue 
for dinner is near the top of her list, though.

She and her husband also love the 
outdoors and are often found either 
cycling around town or walking with their 
two golden retrievers, Canon and Cooper, 
through Willowbranch Park.

The couple loves to travel, too. Hence, 
their November trip to “eat our way 
through the northern coast of Spain,” as 
Lovelace put it.

“We’re excited!” she said of her trip, just 
as Jacksonville residents are excited for the 
future publication of Lovelace’s cookbook.
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ANIMAL HOUSE

On Friday and Saturday, Sept. 1-2, Jacksonville 
supported a Hurricane Idalia Pet Flight Mission and 
Vehicle Transport Caravan that moved animals out of 
shelters in Florida to make room for pets affected by the 
storm. The flight was organized after Idalia, a Category 
3 hurricane, made landfall Aug. 30 at Keaton Beach, 
Florida, in the panhandle’s Big Bend area.

Idalia’s eye tore across Taylor, Suwanee, Columbia 
and Baker counties, skirting Jacksonville before 
reaching Georgia. Its storm surge, wind and rain caused 
destruction and at least three confirmed deaths. In 
addition to the disastrous impact on residents and 
structures, it also brought flooding, damage and power 
outages to animal shelters and outdoor kennels in the 
hardest-hit areas.

A natural disaster pet flight mission aimed to 
alleviate the burden on Florida animal shelters was 

quickly organized. According to Denise Deisler, CEO of 
Jacksonville Humane Society (JHS), the flight was made 
possible through cooperation between national and 
local animal welfare organizations: Petco Love, Bobs 
from Skechers, Wings of Rescue Disaster Response 
Flights and Jacksonville Humane Society’s Florida 
Leaders in Lifesaving. The coalition arranged for a 
Wings of Rescue plane to pick up shelter pets in Tampa, 
coordinated by the Humane Society of Tampa Bay and 
the Pet Resource Center at Hillsborough County Animal 
Shelter. The plane then flew to Jacksonville’s Cecil 
Airport to pick up more shelter pets before delivering 
them north to waiting shelters.

There were multiple vans carrying cats and dogs 
waiting on the Cecil Airport tarmac. They came from the 
Lake City Humane Society, North Florida Animal Rescue 
in Wellborn, Florida, and JHS. Transferring animals to 

other rescue organizations opened kennel space for 
shelters in the storm’s path, allowing those impacted 
shelters to respond to community needs and provide 
desperately needed help for pets that went missing, 
became homeless or were injured by the hurricane. 
Doing so also allowed any storm-damaged shelters to 
close for repairs or await restoration of electricity and 
utilities. The Lake City and North Florida shelters both 
lost power and sustained extensive damage to their 
outdoor kennels.

“We are a small shelter and have been without power,” 
said Lake City Humane Society Shelter’s Operations 
Director Ashley Gerondale. “We are overwhelmed with 
gratitude and can’t put into words how grateful we are 
for this help.” 

Before the flight, volunteers checked on the pets, 
provided water, comfort and cleaned up when necessary. 

Wings of Rescue volunteer pilots Kale and Anji Garcia in the cockpit with a puppy on a rescue flight out of Jacksonville. Puppies getting ready to board the plane.

Shelter from the Storm 
BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA

LET’S RIDE!

SIGN UP TODAY!SIGN UP TODAY!
To join us on the ride sign up by using the  To join us on the ride sign up by using the  
QR code or at QR code or at GiroRideLikeAPro-USA.comGiroRideLikeAPro-USA.com
info@GiroRideLikeAPro-USA.com | 352-637-2475info@GiroRideLikeAPro-USA.com | 352-637-2475  

GIRO RIDE LIKE A PRO USA
RAGAZZI FUN RIDE & GRAN FONDO 

Experience the thrill of cycling as we bring 
the passion of Italy to the heart of Florida!
Join us for the US debut of the Giro d’Italia Ride Like a Pro 
cycling event. Get ready to pedal your way through the 
World Golf Village and rural St. Augustine.  Italian-themed 
festivities and cuisine for an authentic experience at the 
Tour of Italy Health & Fitness Expo Village and the Food 
Truck Piazza. Two days of exciting cycling action with 
friends, family, and fellow cyclists. 
SATURDAY, January 13th – Ragazzi Fun Ride: No matter 
your skill level, there’s a ride for you! Family-friendly 
atmosphere for riders of all ages. Embrace the Italian spirit 
and ride with us.
SUNDAY, January 14th – Gran Fondo Race: Push your 
limits in this world-class Gran Fondo competition.  
Experience the thrill of racing like a pro! 
Plenty of prizes, awards, and memories to last a lifetime. 
Register now to secure your spot at the Giro Ride Like a  
Pro Cycling Event and be part of  
the Italian cycling magic!

January 13-14, 2024
Gear Up for the Ultimate Cycling Weekend 

St. Augustine, Florida

READ MORE ON PAGE 45

AvondaleDance.com  |  (904) 384-8324  |  1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205

GIVE THE GIFT  
OF DANCE!

HOLIDAYS ARE RIGHT AROUND 
THE CORNER, IT’S TIME TO…

SWING, SALSA, CHA CHA, TANGO, RUMBA, WALTZ & MORE!

3 PRIVATE LESSONS,  
1 GROUP CLASS & 1 PARTY

$59 INTRODUCTORY 
DANCE PACKAGE 

Inquire 
today about 
Gift Cards!
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Jacksonville Humane Society and Wings of Rescue volunteers load pets onto plane.

Volunteers loading pet crates onto the rescue flight.

Northeast Florida
Plumbing Experts
For Over 25 Years

STATE CERT. #CFC056489

TouchtonPlumbing.com   |   (904) 389-9299   |   416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville

Residential & Commercial

24 Hour Service

Ortega Computer Repair
• Network set-up
• Computer clean up
• Installation & consultation
• Small business & home

Monday – Friday: 9:30 – 5:30

Bryan Arnold, Owner
904.410.0127
Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com

Don’t let your computer treat you like a turkey

Best Reuben  
in DUUUUUUVAL!

Daily Specials
Bagels, Salads,  
Hoagies, To-Go,  
Party Platters

904-634-7253
HOURS: Sunday-Wednesday 7am-3pm

Thursday-Saturday 7am-8pm

4114 Herschel Street

Third Thursdays | 5 - 8 P.M.
southbank riverwalk

DTJax.com/sipandstroll

Some of the dogs and cats of various ages and sizes even 
wiggled, wagged their tails and pushed excited noses and 
faces forward for attention from nearby people.

Each animal was fully vaccinated and medically 
cleared for travel by a licensed veterinarian. All pets 
traveled in an individual crate with water and were 
monitored by volunteers. The pets fly in pressurized, 
temperature-controlled cabins, breathing the same air 
as the pilots, according to Ric Browde, Wings of Rescue 
president and CEO.

Wings of Rescue volunteer pilot Kale Garcia, who has 
15 years of experience, evaluated every crate’s size and 
weight for efficient loading onto the Swiss Pilatus PC-12 
single-engine aircraft. His goal was to load every animal 
on board. As the crates of all sizes were unloaded and 
lined up on the tarmac at his direction, he coordinated 
placement onto the plane with Maggie McGuane, Wings 
of Rescue Disaster Response Coordinator. 

“There were so many animals that needed transport. 
I decided to rent a car and drive [from Tampa] to leave 
extra space free for more crates,” she said. 

McGuane, from Montana, travels wherever she is 

needed, at a moment’s notice to assist with animal 
disaster response and transport. Because she has family 
in Florida, she was well aware of the severity of the 
storms that hit the state.

The airlifted pets were flown to the Brandywine 
Valley SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals). The organization is the area’s largest animal 
welfare organization with multiple shelter locations in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. They agreed to accept the 
65 Florida cats and dogs and find them adoptive homes. 
No local shelter pets, however, are ever displaced by 
animals flown in from elsewhere.

Garcia’s wife and co-pilot, Anji, assisted with the 
airlift. The couple are volunteer pilots for animal welfare 
missions and have volunteered for Wings of Rescue 
since the organization formed in 2012. These passionate 
animal advocates have flown thousands of animals to 
safety, usually flying four to five trips monthly. They 
formed a nonprofit charity, FETCH, to raise funds for 
emergency animal welfare flights not covered by other 
organizations.

Their story started 15 years ago during a Christmas 
Eve storm when the Garcias saw a man unloading a pet 
crate out of his plane. 

“I said, ‘Kale, look! He brought his dog with him,’” 
Anji Garcia said. “But then he unloaded another crate 
and put it his vehicle. Then another and another. That’s 
when I had to go over and ask him what was going on. 
He told me he found out that they were going to be 
euthanized the next day and he had to save them. He 
had contacted a local rescue that was willing to accept 
every one, so he rescued those dogs. We never knew this 
kind of mission existed, but here we were, just the two 
of us in our almost-empty plane. Our children had left 
the nest; the seats in back were empty. All we could talk 
about was what we might be able to do if we removed 
those seats!” 

Both say that they are just one piece of the puzzle 
that makes rescue flights of homeless and at-risk pets 
from overcrowded shelters or disaster areas possible. It 
takes an entire team to coordinate the logistics on the 
ground with the animals, airports and organizations. 
The in-bound flights to the affected areas often also 
deliver humanitarian and veterinarian aid. 

The second part of Jacksonville’s efforts to help 
animals and shelters affected by Idalia began at dawn 
the next day, Sept. 2, at JHS on Beach Boulevard.  

A second transport of animals was loaded into vehicles 
for transfer out of Florida. Approximately 100 cats and 
dogs from Halifax Humane Society, Sarasota Humane 
Society and JHS were driven to shelters in Georgia, 
South Carolina and Virginia. 

“Connections and cooperation means we can 
maximize life saving, particularly during natural 
disasters statewide and beyond,” Deisler said. “JHS gives 
thanks for our community and everyone who took pets 
into their homes to foster prior to the hurricane.”

We are overwhelmed with 

gratitude and can’t put into 

words how grateful we are 

for this help.
– Ashley Gerondale
 Lake City Humane Society Shelter’s
 Operations Director
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When you need care quickly — Ascension St. Vincent’s 
ERs are here 24/7 and backed by leading heart, surgical 
and trauma specialists who listen to quickly understand 
and care for your needs. Before you leave, our ER care 
team connects you to your follow-up care, including 
specialist appointments, labs, imaging and Ascension Rx 
or your preferred pharmacy. 

Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside Emergency Room 
1 Shircliff Way 
Jacksonville, FL 32204  
904-830-5189

To find your nearest Ascension St. Vincent’s ER  
or chat with us, visit ascension.org/StVincentsCare

Open 24/7 for emergency care 
at locations near you

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved.

Leading 
the way in 
emergency care

Dr. John Parrish, who is now retired after 
more than five decades as one of the most 
popular dentists in San Marco, still retains 

the friendly demeanor and sense of humor that always 
attracted patients to his chair. John’s wife, Davy, recalls 
a close family friend, Jeff, commenting on John’s 
popularity, especially with the ladies. 

“What does John have that I don’t have?” he’d asked. 
Davy had the answer. “John makes them laugh.” 
While going to the dentist is not a favorite pastime 

for most, John always managed to make a visit to his 
office as pleasant as possible. Born in Pensacola, 
Florida, in 1934, John grew up fishing, duck hunting 
and swimming in Lake Album and Lake Ogletree, often 

pursuing those outdoor activities before he and his 
boyhood friends got to school. He has retained many 
of those friendships his entire life. 

A football player and honor student in high school, 
John received dental treatment and decided on his 
future career as a dentist. A few of his most endearing 
traits, developed early on, have been his reluctance to 
accept praise for accomplishments and his somewhat 
rebellious nature. For instance, when chosen for the 
honor society, he refused to sit in the front row as 
designated, choosing to sit in the back row instead. 

John Parrish attended Auburn University and then 
graduated from the University of Alabama School of 
Dentistry at Birmingham. He was elected president 

of the dental school by his fellow students. After 
graduating, he joined the Navy and was sent to the 
Honolulu Navy Dental Clinic in Oahu, Hawaii, where 
he learned to sail and developed a love for the ocean, 
which has stayed with him. After leaving the Navy, 
he brought his family to Jacksonville and set up his 
practice in San Marco, where he made many good 
friends. He spent much of his time off fishing the 
waters of St. Augustine in his boat, Fugahwe, named 
after a little-known Indian tribe. 

In 1986, Dr. John Parrish, a then-divorced father of 
two, met a beautiful widow, Davy Mudd, the lady he 
calls “the love of my life.” 

“I was nailed,” he said, grinning. 

John and Davalu “Davy”  
Parrish

The Parrishes in their boat. John and Davy Parrish with Phyllis and H.L. Geiger in Hope Town.

READ MORE ON PAGE 47

THE WAY WE WERETHE WAY WE WERE



R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S   |   47N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3    |    R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T

5939 Roosevelt Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32244
ALF# 12509
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

The couple, who were married on Dec. 5, 1987, in 
the chapel of Southside Methodist Church, have lived 
in their home in Lakewood for 36 years and nurtured a 
blended family of five: John’s sons, David and Robert, 
and Davy’s daughters, Renee and Shawna, and son, 
Shannon. 

Davy was born in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, 
graduated from Oklahoma City University and 
earned her master’s and doctorate degrees from 
Nova University. One of the founders of The Bridge of 
Northeast Florida in 1982, her leadership as president 
and CEO of The Bridge over the next 32 years became 
legendary. During her tenure, Davy and her staff 
served more than 3,000 young people from the inner 
city annually with comprehensive education, social 
and health programs.

Davy retired as president/CEO of The Bridge on 
February 15, 2013, after accruing myriad national, 
state and local honors. Just a few of these include the 
1997 Governor Lawton Chiles Heartland Award, 1999 
Humanitarian of the Year by OneJax, 2001 Women’s 
Giving Alliance Founding Member, 2008 Women of 
Color Education Award, 2009 Florida Times-Union 
EVE Award, and the 2013 Jacksonville City Council 
Proclamation for Outstanding Service to Children. 
Then-mayor Alvin 
Brown even declared 
April 4, 2013, as “Davy 
Parrish Day.” While The 
Bridge merged with the 
Northeast Florida Boys 
and Girls Club in 2017, 
Davy has remained 
actively involved with 
The Bridge Legacy 
Scholarship Program 

“Over the years, John 
and I have worked hard 
and played hard. We’ve 
enjoyed our friends and 
family as much as our 
time in the community,” 
said Davy.

She reminisced on the 
fishing trips and vacations they took with their friends 
H.L. and Phyllis Geiger. H.L, prior to his passing, was 
an orthodontist who regularly worked with John in 
his dental practice. The Parrishes would often join the 

Geigers at their place in Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas. 
“We always had plenty of Phyllis’s delicious original 

Peterbrooke chocolates while on the plane, and, once 
in the boat, the guys caught enough fish to share with 

all of the neighbors,” said Davy.
In 2022, as a special gift to her family, Davy worked 

with interior designer and graphic artist Donna 
McNett to put together a large collage of photographs 

for the foyer of their home in Lakewood. 
“It was a labor of love,” said Davy. “And it includes 

a special graduate of The Bridge, Nemiah Rutledge, 
who came to us as a young boy and – full circle – is 
now a member of our family and one of the top fitness 
trainers in Jacksonville, helping John and me stay 
healthy and in shape.” 

Today, John and Davy Parrish fondly look back at 
the life they’ve built together, their five children and 
five grandchildren, and the many people they have 
touched – John literally bringing smiles to the faces of 
his patients and Davy helping to develop productive 
future citizens. While both are retired, the Parrishes 
continue to be avidly interested and supportive of all 
things Jacksonville: the Jacksonville Jaguars football 
team, new Mayor Donna Deegan, and a number 
of nonprofit organizations that still seek support, 
guidance and advice from these two outstanding 
citizens of our city. 

John holding “Granddaddy Red Bass.”

John, in his fishing boat, Fugahwe.

Over the years, John and I have 

worked hard and played hard.  

We’ve enjoyed our friends  

and family as much as our time  

in the community. – Davy Parrish

PORT32MARINAS.COM/MARINA/JACKSONVILLE

4234 Lakeside Dr. 
Jacksonville, Florida

904-387-5538

Have a tiny water vessel? Want to support a good cause for veterans? 
Come participate in PORT 32’s tiny vessel poker run to win some prizes 
and support a cause for veterans! Land Lubbers option available as well!

Scan the QR code for more info or visit tinyurl.com/port32poker

To benefit Warrior Sailing!

Saturday, November 11th, 11:00AM

Annual Tiny Vessel Poker Run!
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It’s November, the month of all things 
thankful and the season for reflecting on 
our collective gratitude for the lives we 

lead, the people, places and moments that 
define these experiences, and the Resident 
Community that unites us.

Said another way, we are lucky to be 
alive in this moment, with all the people 
we love, and in historic neighborhoods 
that have been bringing it for generations. 
Lucky as all get out!

Here are a few reasons I’m grateful 
to be right here, right now, right in 
this space we call home. Hopefully, my 
ramblings will inspire a similar list in 
your mind – just in time to prepare for 
that Thanksgiving blessing you may be 
called to offer come month’s end:
• Growing up in San Antonio, Texas, I 

went to the same public school as my 
mother, uncle and grandfather, and 
all their relatives and friends – the 
same public school my nieces and 
my friends’ and cousins’ children 
attend today. It was an awesome 
educational heritage, one I’m proud 
to claim! When Jacksonville became 
my home, it felt super nostalgic to 
live in a neighborhood with the same 
school pride vibe. There are so many 
families in our Resident Community 
who have attended the same school 
generation after generation – public 
and private. I’m grateful for that legacy 
and dedication to the educational 
experience.

• I’m also real, real grateful our hastily 
cobbled, 7 a.m. search party found 
Baby William pajama-ed and content 
in the front yard of a neighbor’s 
house next to his dutiful charge, 
Barkley, when he toddled away from 
his house to explore the wilds of our 
neighborhood 15 years ago. That’s 
one way to start the day! I’m also 
grateful for neighbors who returned 
the favor when Marley and her friend 
played “let’s hide from your mom 
and not answer or reveal our location 
when she screams our names bloody 
murder-style over and over and over 
again like some nutball and calls the 
police.” I’m beyond thankful to have 
graduated from this kind of parenting 
drama – like, so much, I get the shakes 
thinking about it. Moving along.

• I’m grateful for the U.S. Postal Service 
employees who bring me hope of real 
letters and handwritten notes on the 
daily, rain or shine. I forgive them for 
cramming bills, catalogs I don’t want, 
and advertising BS in my mailbox 
instead. I’m also thankful for the 
Amazon folks who deliver a dopamine 
hit every time they make one of their 
anticipated porch deposits. How could 
it be so wrong if it feels so good?

• I remain ever so grateful for the 
waste collectors who pull up to my 

overflowing garbage bins in their 
miracle machines each Wednesday 
and make my embarrassing mounds 
of trash disappear. They are earth 
angels. All of them.

• I am grateful for the neighbors 
who plan and execute all the fun 
neighborhood stuff I should apply 
more effort toward – Oktoberfest, 
Granadafest and the like. I am also 

thankful for the neighbors who go 
big at Halloween with cool candy and 
costume parties and super amazing 
decorations because it makes our 
neighborhood a real event for people, 
our family included.

• I’m grateful that when the lawn guy 
leaves the back gate open and our geri-
dog, Dot, gets out and starts running 
frothy, blind-as-a-bat loops around 
the neighborhood, someone always 
notices and gives us a courtesy call or 
brings her ole skin ‘n bones back to the 
yard – and closes the gate. Now that’s 
neighborly.

• I’m grateful that when we are down 
for some epicurean delight, or fancy 
feasting, or fried calorie explosion, 
we only must drive about two miles to 
get some of that. We can walk to some 
destinations. Plus, many of these 
restaurants are owned or managed by 
neighbors, which makes the culinary 
experience that much more home-
town, special and satisfying.

• I am grateful that no one got seriously 
injured in our backyard over the years, 
don’t tell State Farm. LOL. We had it all 
– a trampoline, a mis-installed zipline, 
an uncle-built treehouse, blow-up 
castles and slip-n’-slides on rooty, 
stick-y, dirt-cloddy grass. I am grateful 
little Morgan did not lose her entire 
jaw when she disembarked from our 
zipline with our home-job-zipline-
handle-retrieval-system (an old dog 
leash) still clenched between her 
teeth, thus causing a cringy ejection 

of two perfectly non-ready front 
teeth into our dog-poopy grass. And, 
whew! No visiting Afghan children or 
afternoon playdate friends ever busted 
through the flimsy trampoline netting 
doing double flips or playing “Wake 
Up Daddy.” Shivers.

• I’m grateful for the Winn-Dixie in 
Lakewood and am not sure how I feel 
about an Aldi takeover because I’m 
not a big Aldi person, which is weird 
because I have a very high tolerance 
for thrifting, and off-price shopping, 
and bargains and such. I am grateful 
the Winn-Dixie was always a quick 
pull-in off San Jose Boulevard on my 
way home from work at The Bolles 
School all those years. 

• I’m grateful that ever since COVID, my 
husband, David, has been doing the store 
runs and cooking for us and our family 
and guests and on most occasions, even 
doing the dishes afterward. I am forever 
spoiled and grateful for this. I am also 
glad no neighbor has complained 
(yet!) about his small-time deer meat 
and game processing operations in the 
garage. And please, nobody complain, 
because this is how I get to enjoy all 
this non-food-sourcing, free-range/full 
organic meal-planning and cooking. 
David is a hunter-gatherer and preparer, 
and it really works out well for me, so 
thanks in advance. I am grateful to you 
for just looking the other way if you 
see something scary back there. Just.  
Look. Away.

• I’m grateful our family lives nearby. 
David’s mom lives in Avondale, his 
95-year-old father lives in San Marco 
Square, his brothers and their families 
live in the Ortega area, and his sister 
and her husband, Tom – the builder 
of the backyard treehouse – live two 
miles away from us in San Marco. 
Many a Barton cousin lives close by as 
well! I am also happy to report our son, 
Ben, lives just a few miles away off San 
Jose Boulevard behind the San Jose 
Country Club golf course and works 
over in Brooklyn. We are very happy 
– and grateful – this is the way life 
turned out for our family.

• I’m grateful that no one has called 
me out on my unconventional 
neighborhood exercise routine, which 
includes air-punching, aggressive 
power-walking and arm moves I have 
coined “Punch ‘Em in the Potty,” “Take 
the Money Off the Table,” “Alpine 
Climber, Alpine Climber,” “The 
Michigan Rag” and “Fake Weights.” 
No one has even pointed yet, and for 
that I am super thankful.

• I feel fortunate that we have lived in 
our house on Barcelona Avenue for 
more than 22 years without any major 
disaster or decline. We’ve had the 
typical stuff but nothing devastating. 
Some of the mid-2000s hurricanes 
downed trees and washed away some 
bushes, and this spring’s late freeze 
wasn’t real great for our flowering 
plants and fruit trees, but by and large, 
our house is pretty much the same 

way it was when we moved in with a 
1-year-old and big life plans all those 
many years ago.
I could write for a very long time 

on how thankful I am for all the good 
in our home, our neighborhood and 
our Resident Community. It really is a 
long list. Most of all, I am grateful for 
the opportunity Pam, Seth, Debra and 
Lindsey and all the fine folks at The 
Resident Community News Group give 
me month after month via this Thank 
You Notes Column. It is very generous 
of them, and I am blessed by the inch-
count they make available to me for my 
monthly prattling. Happy Thanksgiving!

Susanna Barton loves writing 
thank you notes and receiving 
them in any form, but she is NOT a 
big fan of the text response “thx” 
or “ty” – gratitude is much too 
important to shorten. She raised her 
family in Granada and has written 
professionally for The Jacksonville 
Business Journal, The Resident 
News, Jacksonville University and 
The Bolles School. She currently 
manages an online community 
called Grand Plans, which addresses 
geri-drama and all things elderly 
on www.mygrandplans.com. Each 
month, she will share reflections 
on neighborhood qualities for which 
she is grateful.

BY SUSANNA BARTON 

I could write for a very long time on 

how thankful I am for all the good in our 

home, our neighborhood and our Resident 

Community. It really is a long list. Most of 

all, I am grateful for the opportunity... to 

express my gratitude month after month 

via this Thank You Notes Column.
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AVA I L A B L E  T H R O U G H

Dr. Shahla Masood

UF Health doctors and panel speakers at the 2023 UF Health Breast Cancer public forum. Front row: Julie Bradley, John Murray, Smita Sharma; back 
row: Shahla Masood, Leigh Neumayer, Linda Edwards, Joseph Mignone and Rachel Carpenter.

Breast Cancer: The One 
Thing Top Docs want 
You to Know
As October’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month wrapped, one local expert is 
encouraging the community to continue its efforts to increase what she calls 
“breast awareness.” The concept gives women the tools to become self-aware of 
any dangers.

“Breast awareness is the most important thing. They 
need to really get to know their breasts and if there are 
any changes that occur, they need to refer to either 
their primary care or OB-GYN and try to make sure 
they are not dealing with anything serious,” said Dr. 
Shahla Masood, Chair, Department of Pathology and 
Medical Director of UF Health Breast Center. “This self-
awareness is important, and screening mammography 
has helped significantly for us to find small cancers that 
are manageable and really treated very effectively.” 

Masood has run UF Health’s annual October breast 
cancer dinner and forum for nearly 30 years with no 
cost – or strings attached – to the public. The goal of 

the event, and the UF Health Breast Center, is to provide patients a resource that 
has significant interest and knowledge about breast cancer across an entire team. 
According to Masood, the gathering and collective opinion of all the physicians 
engaged in breast cancer therapies – radiologists, pathologists, surgeons, 
oncologists, plastic surgeons, social workers – aids in a more cohesive treatment 
plan and follow-up for patients with breast cancer. 

Because of advances in technology and science, there has been an improvement 
in the mortality rate from breast cancer. While many still think of breast cancer 
as a fatal disease, Masood stressed the importance of understanding that is no 
longer always the case and encourages people to remove the fear and move toward 
education to understand their best treatment options. 

“First of all, breast cancer is not a single disease, it’s multiple diseases. And these 
breast cancer subtypes – every one of them – is really different from the other one. 
And we at the Department of Pathology have the capability of identifying which 
one of these breast cancers are low-grade, and which ones are high-grade that 
require a different kind of therapy and attention,” said Masood. “The majority of 
these small, image-detected cancers that we see these days as a result of screened 
mammography are small tumors that are very manageable, and patients live long 
– 20, 30, 40 years - after.”

This year’s public forum included a 7-physician panel of experts from the 
University of Florida College of Medicine and had more than 150 attendees. In 
addition to the forum, Masood hosts an international symposium every February 
for breast cancer physicians, where they educate and share the most recent 
advancements with the scientific community.

“We are just taking the responsibility to increase breast health literacy within 
our community,” said Masood. “We have had significant success in attracting 
people to come to this meeting, and then to see patients follow…what we tell them, 
and they often go and seek a physician referral. It definitely has an impact. This is 
a service to the community with no expectation of any return.”

100 Years Young
BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS

Geary Irwin was born on Oct. 12, 1923, in San Francisco, where there is a street 
named after her great-grandfather John W. Geary, who was the first mayor of San 
Francisco, a governor of the Kansas Territory and the 16th governor of Pennsylvania. 
Irwin attended Berkeley where she met her soon-to-be husband, William. She took 
a train from San Francisco to St. Petersburg, Florida – where he was stationed – to 
get married right before he got shipped off to the Pacific with the Marines. With 
this amazing beginning, Irwin and her family lived in Memphis, Tennessee, until 
she made her way to Jacksonville in 2010. 

Geary began her weeklong 100th-birthday celebration with a speech during 
church service of her love and appreciation for her fellow congregants before she 
was honored with a cake-and-punch reception in the courtyard of Ortega Church. 
The big day was highlighted with a family dinner at her daughter’s home and a bar-
b-que at her granddaughter’s home the following day. 

“It was a sweet, sweet time. It was really special to all be together – 19 people at 
every meal! And we had so much fun and laughed so hard!” said Irwin’s daughter, 
GaiGai Quarterman. 

Quarterman described her mother as very practical and down to earth. In her 
long life, Irwin has been a preschool teacher, a juvenile probation officer and has 
cared for her disabled son. She is dedicated to her church, has been a faithful 
member of bible study and has always had a passion for books and reading. 

“There seems no limit to the affirming adjectives one could use to describe 
how Geary continues to engage life as she celebrates her 100 years of life with her 
infectious smile, gracious words and enlivening spirit,” said Pastor Art McClellan.

Gai Gai Quarterman, Geary Irwin and Irwin’s great-grandson William Stewart with Art McClellan and Faith McClellan 
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I magine walking into a bright, spacious room. 
You’re surrounded by colorful round seating 

tables with beautiful personalized centerpieces, and at 
the front of the room is a dazzling display. This display 
is what we call a Life Story, and it exhibits all aspects 
of your loved one’s life in a cohesive and stunning 
vignette-style fashion. From sports enthusiasts to 
gardeners to film fanatics and more, our design team 
has an abundance of décor at their disposal to ensure 
your loved one’s Life Story encapsulates all of their 
favorite memories and important life moments.

Something that sets Hardage-Giddens apart 
from other funeral homes is our Celebration of Life 
approach to funeral services. This approach leans away 
from a traditional funeral as the emphasis is centered 
around your loved one’s achievements, experiences, 
and their impact in life rather than focusing solely on 
their passing. We’ve designed our locations to have an 
open layout and natural lighting to encourage family 
and friends of the decedent to consider an alternative 
approach to their loss. We understand that losing 
someone is never going to be painless, and because of 
that, we try to think of the funeral service itself as a 
celebration of the deceased’s life. Furthermore, we do 
our best to help the family and friends of the decedent 
draw strength from their loved one’s life experiences 
and memories. While this approach might seem like 
a new concept, it’s actually been practiced by various 
cultures for centuries!

The Life Story display is a heartwarming addition 
to the Celebration of Life perspective, as these table 
vignettes incorporate all the unique, essential elements 

of your loved one’s life. If your father loved to play golf 
and then relax on the beach, theme-specific décor will 
be presented in his Life Story and as centerpieces on the 
tables so that family and friends may visually take in 
his memories and life experiences. We’ve found that at 
services with Life Stories, there is a palpable lightness 
in the air. Families have expressed to us that having 
such a personal touch at their loved one’s service made 
the day easier to get through, as it reminded them of the 
beautiful times their loved one had throughout their 
life. Having a physical representation of someone’s 
life surrounding them at their own service brings 
an unmatched level of peace and calm to the room. 
Additionally, we encourage families to bring in their 
personal items to incorporate into the Life Story. This 
adds even more of a personalized touch because your 
loved one’s most treasured possessions are proudly on 
display! Each Life Story varies from one to the next: 
some are full of our own décor, some have the family’s 
items sprinkled throughout, and some consist only of 
the family’s personal belongings. There’s no limit to 
what we can create for you.

We have a designated department of individuals who 
create these displays; they are team members of what is 
called our Life Story Department. We understand that 
not knowing who is setting up a Life Story can stir up 
emotions due to the intimate nature of creating such 
a display, so let us reassure you that our Life Story 
Department consists of a small and dedicated group 
who all share the same passion for ensuring each 
arrangement turns out beautifully and exactly the way 
the family envisions it. The department’s goal when 

creating a Life Story is that when family and friends 
walk into the room, they are floored by the level 
of detail, personalization, and effort that goes into 
creating a table that honors the decedent. There has 
never been, and never will be, a display that our Life 
Story Department puts less than 1000% into. This is an 
extremely special and personal way to commemorate 
someone who has died, and Hardage-Giddens does 
not take this feat lightly. The gravity and immense 
importance surrounding the creation of these displays 
are constantly at the forefront of our staff ’s minds.

Many times, families have their own idea of what 
a Life Story should look like, and that’s why we offer 
different packages to make sure we find the perfect 
match for what you have in mind. Additionally, 
we often set up in religious settings, community 
clubhouses, and sometimes the family’s own home. 
We are always eager to do whatever it is that is going 
to create the best outcome for those involved, and we 
are happy to make as many adjustments as it takes to 
create the ideal Life Story table for your loved one. 

We’ve included an example Life Story below so you 
can see for yourself how incredible they are! If you’re 
interested in learning more about our Life Stories, 
please contact any of our locations. We are committed 
to answering all questions and inquiries about this 
meaningful add-on feature to funeral services. Please 
allow us to help make a difficult day a little bit brighter 
for you.

by Elainah Ehrlichman

Celebration of Life

~ Jody Brandenburg, President    ~ Matt Tucci , Director of Operations

Be sure to Follow us on social media!

Follow for uplifting quotes, interesting funeral facts every Friday, 
upcoming events and more!

Type in: Facebook.com/HardageGiddens (followed by your choice of  location)

For our Edgewood location: Facebook.com/DignityMemorialEdgewood
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